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UoBDXT,  Deoonber  %  188ff. 

At  tvfllre  o'clock,  IL,  the  Hoom  was  oaiDect 
to  order  bj  Kr.  TnLsncus^  the  Olerk  of  tike  last 
OongreBB. 

Election  of  Speaker, 

On  motion  ot  Ur.  Bxabdsut,  flu  noose 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Speaker. 

Heasrs.  Jobksok  of  Tennessee,  Etxbbtt  of 
Yemumt,  and  Ahtbokt  of  Fennaylrania,  vere 

*  LIST  OF  HSUBXSS. 

ifiiJm  Jnfimliti  BaOej-,  Cbofga  Stum,  John  FalrfleUl, 
Jowph  HaU,  iMMrd  Arri^  Komi  Umoo,  GoAmi  Pwki, 
Fnaob  a  J.  bnltlL 

JITm*  BiMqMMU^BauA«  It  Bmb,  Sotwt  BimH, 
art  CmhnMB.  PnBkHii  Plana,  Jom^  TmIa 

jfiMMto&HMtti:— Jobn  Qnloer  AtUau,  Nsthaniel  B.  Bor- 
deo,  Q«orga  N.  Brlggs,  mUlftm  B.  Cftlluntii,  Calalt  CnshlDg, 
0«org«  Ommoll,  Jr.,  Samaal  Hou,  'WUlUm  JMkton,  Abbot 
lAwnoea,  LatI  Uncoln,  Btaphan'a  PUUlpa,  John  Beed. 

JUtfdto  /abnut.— DntM  J.  Pmim,  V.  Bpnpu. 

OmfMeMeal— Cllilift  Halay,  8«ntMl  Inghim,  A&dtsw  T. 
JndKiB,  iMoelot  Phalpa,  Imbo  I'taeqTi  Xatanoa  "Wlldiiiu. 

FoPBMmt.— Homu  Allem,  Hotma  Kreratt,  HUud  HbU, 
HaniT  V.  AaM,  VHUub  Stode. 

JTmb  TortL— Samiwl  Bsrton,  Samasl  B«irdd*]r,  Abnliun 
BockM,  UatfUas  3.  Botm,  Jobn  17.  Brown,  a  C.  Cunbro- 
■•ng,  Onbam  H.  Cbsptn,  Ttmothf  ChlMa,  John  Cramer, 
TTlrMM  F.  Donbleday,  ValantlDe  Eftasr,  Dndler  Farltai, 
FUlo  C.  FoUv.  'WUUun  K.  FnUer.  Baoaom  H.  Olllet, 
Tnaeli  Ona|w,  QUmhi  Hard,  Atner  Haseldoe,  Hinun  P. 
Hiut^  Abal  HmUnstoD,  €tanrlt  T.  Laaalng,  Oeotfa  W.  I.ay, 
OUma  IiM,  Joahua  Lee,  Stopbn  B.  LeMtatd,  Tbonus  a 
L»T«,  Al^fali  HMD,  K  TDlUm  ICami,  Joba  HoKaon,  BIr 
Uoora,  Bharmaa  Page,  Joseph  Eeynolda,  Davtd  Boaaed, 
"WUlUm  Beymoof,  Nicholaa  BlcUei,  William  Taylor,  Joel 
TorrlU,  Aaron  Tanderpoel,  Aann  .Ward,  Daniel  WaidwelL 

2fmB  iToreeir,— Philemon  IMckenon,  Bamnal  Fowler,  Thos. 
Lm,  Jimoa  PaAor,  Ferdinand  6.  Bchand^  WUUam  N. 
flUan, 


appointed  tellers ;  and,  on  coantmg  the  ballots, 
it  appeared  that  2SS  had  been  (^Ten,  as  follows ; 

For  Jasob  K.  Polk,  -  -      -  ISS 

JoHH  Bill,  -----  B4 
Scatteriag  and  blanks,  9 

The  honorable  Jaub  E.  Polk,  of  Tennessee, 
having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votM 
given,  was  declared  dul  j  elected  Speaker  of  the 
24th  Congress;  and  returned  his  thanks  for 
the  honor  conferred,  in  the  following  address : 


PMHWjdmiAto.— Joaeph  R  Anthony,  Ulchul  W,  Aali, 
John  Banks,  Androw  Beanmont,  Andrew  Bnchanan,  Qtorfit 
Chambera,  WniUm  P.  Clark,  Edward  Dariln(ton,  Harmar 
Danny,  Jaoob  Fry,  Jr.,  John  Oattmlth,  Jamea  Baiper,  Sam* 
vA  S.  Hantaon,  Joiaph  Handetaoo,  WaUam  Hatttar,  Bd- 
wmd  B.  HnUejr,  Joaaph  &  Inieiadl,  John  KUnguiainltb, 
Jr.,  Joka  Laporte,  Homy  Xiosnn,  Job  Haan,  Thomas  IL  T. 
MeEennan,  Jaaae  SOller,  HattUaa  Ifanla,  Henry  A.  Moh- 
lenberg,  Dtrld  Potti^  jr,  Joel  B.  SnOudMid,  DkTld  D. 
Wegener. 

2>eIciioafM.— John  J.  HtHlgan. 

JTaryfandl— Be^lamln  C.  Howard,  Daniel  Jenifer,  Ihh* 
IfoKlm,  Jamea  A.  Pearee,  Jobn  N.  Steele^  Fnada  Tbomaa, 
iTamni  Tnnter,  Goorge  C.  Waahington. 

P&vMo^amea  H.  H.  Beale,  JamaaW.  Bonldln,  Ka- 
thanlel  H.  Claiborne,  Walter  Co  lea,  Eobert  Cndg,  OoorfO 
C.  Dnmgoole,  Jamea  Gariand,  O.  W.  HopUu^  Jooe^ 
Johnaon,  John  W.  Jonca,  Ooorge  LoyaU,  Edward  Lneai, 
John  Y.  Uaaon,  WllUam  UoComao,  Charica  F.  Uarear, 
William  fi.  Morgan,  John  H.  Patton,.  Jobn  Boaaa^  Joha 
Bobertaon,  John  Tatlaforro,  Henry  A.  WUa. 

JVbrtt  CarcUna.  Jaaaa  A.  Bynnin,  Heniy  W.  Conno^ 
Edmnnd  Debeny,  Jamea  Qiaham,  Hle)^  T.  Hawklna, 
Jamea  J.  ]CeK«y<  VlUlam  Ifontgnaoiy,  BbMMiar  Pattt- 
grav,  Abraham  Bencher,  WllUam  B.  Bhepard,  AngmtliM 
H.  Bhepperd,  Jease  Speight,  Lewis  Williams. 

SoiUk  CtiroUna.— Bobert  B.  Campbell,  WUllam  J.  Gray- 
son, Jobn  K.  GrlBln,  James  H.  Hammmid,  Blehard  J.  Uan> 
Blng,  Francis  W.  Pickens,  Henry  L  Flaokaay,  JamaS 
Bocen,  Waddy  Thompeoo,  Jr. 

Ottrgta,  Jwaa  F.  OlaralaBd,  Joba  OoflM^  Thomii 
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ABBIDGMENT  OF  THE 


GentUmcH  of  the  Hmuaof  Rajpnmt^wn: 

In  uscepung  the  high  Btmdon  to  vhich  I  'tm 
Oftlkd  1>7  the  voice  of  the  Msembled  represeatatirea 
of  the  people,  I  am  deep);  imimflBecl  with  the  high 
dlstiocuOD  vhich  i«  ftlmys  ooiiferred  npoo  the  pre- 
ridlag  offloer  of  this  Hoiue,  ud  vith  the  v^m^  of 
die  leqMHidbilitjr  which  demTeinpon  Urn.  Witb- 
ont  experience  in  thi«  place,  called  to  preddeover 
the  deliberationfl  of  ub  Hoom,  I  feel  that  I  ought 
to  inroke,  in  adranoe,  the  tndiilgent  forbeazance 
of  its  members,  for  any  emits  of  judgment  which 
may  occur  in  the  discharge  of  the  eerere  duties 
which  will  devolre  upon  me.  It  shall  be  my  pleas- 
ure to  endeavor  to  admimster  the  laws  which 
nay  be  adi»ited  for  th«  gOTetnmoit  of  the  House 
josUy  and  impartially  towuds  ita  memberi,  and 
with  a  ^ev  to  the  preserratton  of  that  order  wUdi 
b  lodbpeosable  to  our  character  as  a  body,  and  to 
the  promotion  of  the  public  interests.  To  preserre 
the  ^gnlty  of  this  body,  and  Its  high  diaraeter 
before  the  country,  bo  fir  as  shall  depend  upon  its 
wedding  officer,  will  be  objects  of  my  deepest  ao- 
udtode ;  and  I  am  sore  I  shall  bavo  the  eo-«p«ra> 
tita  and  suj^rt  of  all  its  memben,  in  tiw  disi»arg« 
id  ray  duty,  with  a  view  to  these  ot^eets. 

I  return  to  you,  gentiemen,  my  dncere  acknowl- 
edgments for  this  manifestation  of  yoor  confidence, 
In  elecUng  ue  to  this  high  station;  and  my  wdent 
hope  is,  that  our  labors  here  may  merit  and  receive 
the  approbation  of  our  constituents,  and  resnU  in 
the  advancement  of  the  public  good. 

Kr.  WiLUJLKB,  of  North  Oarolina,  (1^6  oldest 
member  in  the  Hooae,)  administOTed  the  nmal 
oatli  to  the  Speaker,  vfaen  the  latter  qpialified 
the  memben  07  State^  at  ahw  the  toritorial 
ddegstea  fixnn  AriEamaa,  Fknida,  and  Uidu- 
gan. 

2fr.  Bkabdsut  aa^itted  a  readution  »• 
pointing  ICr.  Waltbb  S.  Fbahkuh  Clerk  of  the 
Eonee ;  which  was  agreed  ta 

A  message  was  reoeived  fimn  the  Senates 
announcing  that  that  body,  having  aasemhled 
and  formed  a  qnornm,  were  ready  to  proceed 
with  l^isladTe  bnsjness ;  and  that  a  committee 
had  been  appointed  on  tiie  part  ot  the  Sena^ 
to  meet  saon  OMomittee  as  mi^t  be  appointea 
on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that 
fkmgNM^  haviim  aaaemMed,  are  read^  to  re- 
e^Te  any-  cwnmnoication  which  he  may  <^oo9e 
to  make. 


Olaseoek,  Bsstoa  Onatlnd,  Chariaa  K  HiTaas,  BopUas 
Holsar,  Jabn  JsAsbb,  Qenge  "W.  Owos,  6w^  W.  & 
Towns. 

i^Ioftama— Benben  du^mati,  lawlar,  IMxon  H, 
Lewis,  FrsitcU  S.  L;x>n,  Joiluu  "L.  Hsrtin. 

jrUriMfApi— DftTld  DlckMn,  J.  F.  H.  CUIttorae. 

ZotiMaiia.— BlM  Oariand,  Uaniy  Jobnwm,  Ebaw  W. 
Upby. 

noMMM.— JoliB  Ben,  Dannal  Bnaoh,  WllUun  B.  Car- 
ter, WUUan  C.  DwUap,  John  Bl  Forestar,  Adam  HonUmUk, 
Cava  Jahaooa,  Lnka  IiM,  Abfam  P.  Hanry,  Balls  Pvton, 
Anua  K.  Polk,  E.  J.  Shield^  Janm  Stasdefer. 

JTodudty.— Chnton  AHan,  "Lynn  Boyd,  John  Calhoon, 
Jolm  Cli&nibera,  Slcbui  Pranch,  William  J.  Oravea,  B«d- 
Jamln  Hmrdin,  Junes  HarUu,  Albert  G.  Eawet,  Blchard  IL 
JohBMrn,  Joae^  S.  Uadarwood,  iOai  Whlta,  Bbamd 
mUsma 


[Dicwuaaa,  1686. 


Election  of  Printer. 

Vr.  OoFFEL  submitted  a  resolntioo,  In  aub- 
staoce,  that  ute  House  proceed  to  the  eleotum 
of  a  printer  for  the  fl4&  CongresB;  which  waa 
agreed  to. 

Kr.  JoHHBOH,  of  Eentncky,  iianlnBtedlUaara. 
BuxbA  Rms; 

Ur.  WiLUAxa,  of  Korth  Oarolina,  nomliiated 
Hessrs.  Oales  &  Sbatoh  ;  and 

Mr.  PsTTON,  ot  Tennessee,  nondnated  Ifaaara, 
Bbadtobd  ft  lumnn. 

Whole  number  of  votea  888 ;  neee— aiy  to  a 
choice  112. 

7or  Ifessrs.  Bldr  &  Bives,  -      -      -  1S8 
Gales  U  Seatoo,      -      •  69 
"      Bradford  &  Learned,-      -  26 
Scattering,  7 

Whereupon  Uessra.  Blur  &  Bives  were  de- 
darad  duly  footed  priiUera  to  the  twenty-fcwrth 
OoDgnm. 


TmsDAT,  December  8. 

Uesars.  JAoxaONoflfassachnsett^  (?aj.sraith 
of  PeDo^lvania,  and  Tubhsb  oi  matjlnA,  ap- 
peared, wd  were  qnalifled. 

PraidsnV$  Mmage. 

Jl  Uessage  was  received  from  the  Present 
of  the  Umted  States,  by  Dokxuon,  his 
private  secretary ;  which  was  read.  (See  Soi- 
ate  proceedings  of  thb  date.) 

"iii,  BBAmwun  anbinitted  a  resolntioii,  ochii> 
mttting  tiie  Keaaage  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whde  cm  the  atate  of  the  Unkm ;  and  that 
10,000  coi^  together  wiUi  the  aoocnupanying 
doenmwta,  be  printed  for  tiie  nae  of  tbe  mem- 
bers of  the  Hoiue ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

ZhathiifMr.amiik. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
announcing  the  death  of  the  honorable  Kathak 
^TH,  a  member  of  that  body,  from  the  Stat« 
of  Connecticut,  and  that  his  roneral  would  take 
place  at  twelve  oVIock  to-roorrow. 

Mr.  TouoBT,  of  Ckinncoticat,  submitted  a  re»- 
olution  that  the  members  of  the  House  would 


JBtMvrC-WUUam  H.  AaUay,  Albert  O.  HaRfaoii. 
JSiN«<i^-KBaoA  GMsy,  miUsm  L.  H^,  JobB  BayiMUa, 
A<Uan&-SatlUr  Booo,  Joka  Otrr,  Joha  V.  Savla, 
mrd  A.HaaB«ffu,0«n|aLfiana(d,A»osXMBt  J«m- 

thanUoOuty. 

OUo.— William  K.  Bond,  John  Chaaer,  Thomas  Corwln, 
Joaeph  H.  Cnno,  Thomai  L.  Hamer,  EUaa  Howell,  Bei^a- 
mln  Jonet,  William  Eennon,  Daniel  Ellgora,  BampaonMa- 
•oo,  Jeramlali  UcLene,  WOUam  Fattaraon,  Joaatban  Sloana, 
Datld  Spaaglar,  Bellamy  Stonr,  John  Tbompsco,  Bamsel 
P.  Vlatoi^  Taylar  WaMsr;  KUAa  WUttlasey. 

DELE0ATE8. 
ArioMoa  Tbrrttory.— Ambroaa  H.  Bevtab 

JfUWtfm  nrrf(gnb-«ea«a  V.  Jmhs. 


XhaAiffMt.BmiA. 
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Slamjf  mUe  JHutriti  CoIumUa. 


[H.  o»  K." 


attend  the  faneral  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  would 
wear  the  nsaal  badge  of  moomiDg  the  space 
(rf  thirty  days ;  whioh  vas  agreed  to. 


lEomuT,  December  14. 

ICeam.  GfiATSs  of  Eentnoky,  and  Qabubd 
<^LonifliaDa,  ai^eared,  were  qnalified,  and  took 
th^r  seats. 

LeaikofUr.  FUtJman. 

Mr.  Halbt,  of  Connectlcot,  aimonnced  the 
death  of  his  colleague,  Hie  Hon.  Zalm on  Wild- 
man,  a  Representative  in  Congress  from  the 
State  of  Connecticnt ;  and,  after  a  few  remarks 
in  eidogy  of  the  deceased,  submitted  a  motion 
i<>r  the  usaal  demonstrations  of  respect  for  his 
memory ;  which  was  anaaimonaly  adopted. 

IktaKk  9f  Mr.  Kam. 

A  message  was  reoeired  from  the  fioiate, 
aanonncing  the  deaOi  (rf  tiia  Hon.  Eujls  K. 
Eaitb,  Senator  ham  the  State  of  HUnd^  and 
informing  the  House  that  tiw  flmeral  win  take 
place  in  the  Senate  chamber  at  half-past  12 
o'clock.  WhereniKm, 

Mr.  Gasit,  of  llUnds,  mored  the  fidlowing 
readntioD,  which  was  adopted: 

Htaohtd,  wuiMflMiMfy,  That,  in  teaUownr  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Elus  K.  Kahb, 
late  a  Senator  in  Confess  from  the  state  of  IlUncd^ 
the  members  of  this  Hoose  wear  oiape  on  the  left 
aim  for  thirty  days. 

Wbdstbsdat,  December  16. 

Mr.  THOKPeoN  of  Sonth  Oan^ina,  and  lb. 
BmiT  of  Lemdanai  ajqpeared,  were  ^lulified. 
and  took  th^  aeata. 

iSEcmry  in  Duirkt  of  Ochmbia. 
Mr.  Faisfcbld,  nnderstanding,  he  said,  that 
by  a  preaentatioa  of  a  petition,  a  member  was 
not  naade  responnble  for  its  propositions,  pre- 
sented  a  petition  signed  by  172  females,  pray- 
ing the  abolition  of  stavery  and  the  slaTe  trade 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Colombia, 

Mr.  Cbamkb  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FamniLD  then  presented  a  similar  peti- 
tion, whidi  he  moved  to     on  the  taUe. 

Ml*.  Miaoir,  of  Vii^^nia,  said,  aa  it  waa  ex- 
tremely deiiraUe  to  have  an  e^trenlMi  of 
sentiment  on  this  snbjeet,  by  the  Honae,  he 
would  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion ; 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Boon  called  for  the  reading  of  the  me- 
morial. After  it  was  rwd, 

Mr.  EvEBRT  rose  to  ask  whether  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  was  made  by  the  membcur 
who  presented  the  petition. 

Mr.  Fairfikld  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Suiai  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
printed. 


Mr.  Villi AMs,  of  North  CaroUoa,  asked  the 
division  of  the  queetion. 

Mr.  Mason,  tit  Yii^ia,  asked  the  yeas  ana 
nays  on  the  motion  to  print,  and  they  were 
ordered. 

Hie  qnestioo  being  taken  on  the  moticn  to 
la^  cm  the  taUe,  it  waa  dedded  in  the  affimur 
tive,  aa  foUowa : 

Tkai.— Keana.  a  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley, 
Bailey,  Barton,  Bealo,  Bean,  Bearddey,  Beaumont, 
Bell,  Bookee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Buehanan,  Bunch,  Bums,  J.  Calboon,  Cam- 
breleng,  CampbeU,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  George 
Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Cbaney,  Chapman, 
ChafMn,  Ciaibome,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Crane,  Cushman,  Davis.  Deberry, 
Dickersoo,  DoaUeday,  Dromgoole,  DonUp,  BlheF, 
Everett,  Fabfieldt  l^u.  Forester,  Fowler,  French, 
Fry,  raio  C.  Fuller,  William  E.  Fuller,  Galbr^th, 
James  Garland,  lUce  Oariand,  Gillet,  Glascock, 
Graham,  Granger,  -  Graotla&d,  Graves,  Grayson, 
GriiBn,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamraood,  Hannegan, 
Hard,  Hardin,  Harun,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert 
O.  Hairison,  Haves,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hoar,  Hop- 
Una,  Howard,  Howell,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Hunts- 
man, Ingersi^  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarris, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Kichard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Henry  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin 
Jones,  JnoBon,  Eeonoo,  Kilgore,  Einnard,  Elingen- 
smith,  lane,  Landng,  Iiswler,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Gidem  Lee,  Joshua  Leie,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Xjocoln, 
Iiogan,  Loyall,  Lncas,  Lyon,  AbOah  Kuin,  Job 
Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason, 
Hoses  Mason,  Samson'  Mason,  Maury,  May,  MeCo- 
mas,  McKay,  McKeon,  XcKlm,  Mercer,  MiUigaa, 
Morgan,  Midklenberg,  Owens,  FsgCi  Parlu,  Fatter- 
son,  Franklin  Fierce,  James  A  Pearce.  Pettigrew, 
Phelps,  Fbillipa,  l^ckens,  Finckney,  Seed,  John 
Reynold*,  Jos^  Beynolds,  BipUty,  Roane,  Robert- 
son, Seymour,  bbepard,  Sbenier^  Shields,  Bbian, 
Sickles,  Spangler,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Talia- 
ferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  W.  Thompson, 
Toncey,  Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Yan- 
detpoel,  YiatOD,  Wagner,  Ward,  Webster,  Weekly 
White,  Lewis  WilUaDiB,  Shezrod  WUHanu^  Wise 
—180. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Banks,  Bo^da^ 
Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Clark,  CnsMng,  DarliogtoB, 
Evans,  Grennell,  HiUnd  Ball,  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Heister,  Hubley,  William  Jackson, 
Janes,  Laporte,  Love,  Morris,  PariMr,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Potts,  Russell,  Blade,  Stoane,  Spmgoa^ 
WardweB,  Whittlesey— 81. 


Fridat,  December  18. 

Mr.  MoKxHHAK  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
to^  his  seat 

8Un«ry  in  th«  JDiitrUt  Colvmbia. 
Mr.  Jaokson,  Massachusetts,  presented  a 
petition  from  aundry  citizens  of  Maasachnsetts, 
praying  Congress  to  provide  for  the  immediate 
abolition  of  slaTery  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  which  be  moved  to  refer  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Hammoitd  moved  that  the  petition  be 
not  reouved.  The  large  mfjority  by  which  the 
lud  Ideated  a  nbilar  petitkai  a  few  d^ya 
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ago,  had  been  verj  gratijyin^  to  faim,  and  no 
doubt  would  be  yctj  gratafyinff  to  the  whole 
Sooth.  He  had  hoped  it  would  satisfy  K^ntle- 
men  char)^  with  BDoh  pelitinM,  of  the  impro- 
prietj  ot  introdndng  them  here.  Binee,  how- 
ever, it  had  not  had  that  effect,  and  thfly  per- 
Buted  Bt&U  in  orpng  them  npMi  the  Houae  and 
upon  the  oonntry,  he  thought  it  was  not  reqolr- 
ing  too  much  of  the  House,  to  ask  it  to  put  a 
more  deoided  seal  of  reprobation  on  them,  bj 
peremptorily'  tweeting  this. 

Ur.  Thomas  said  he  was  surprised  to  discover 
that  there  are  gentlemen  who  are  not  content 
with  tbe  evidence  which  has  already  been  ^ven 
that  a  very  lar^  m^oritj  of  this  House  are  op- 
posed to  anj  mterwrence  whatever,  not  only 
with  the  rights  of  Blaveholders  in  the  Southern 
States,  bat  with  the  existence  of  davery  within 
the  District  of  Odnmlna,  "Wo  have  already  laid 
on  tbe  table,  by  a  vote  of  nearly  three  to  one, 
two  memffliala  rimilar  to  tbe  one  now  nnder 
oonsideration.  Bot  gentlemen  a^  those  Totee 
are  eqaivoeal ;  they  wish  to  have  direct  proof 
that  the  rights  cf  slaveholders  are  not  in  danger 
from  any  interference  on  the  part  of  Congress. 
Jir,  T.  said  that  he  did  not  concur  in  this  opin- 
ion. The  vote  to  lay  on  the  table  bad  been 
given  to  ngnify  a  decided  opposition  to  tbe 
prayer  of  the  petitioners ;  nevertheless,  he 
would  make  a  motion  which  would,  he  thought, 
place  this  subject  before  the  Honse  in  a  position 
to  afford  an  opportunity  to  remove  all  misap- 
prehension which  really  existed,  and  deprive 
every  man  everywhere  of  all  pretext  for  main- 
taining that  aonthem  ^pwty  and  aonllieni 
iMits  an  In  danger. 

Mr.  T.  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  just 
(^vea  by  the  House  in  favor  of  oonsidering  this 
petition,  and  sud,  if  this  motion  is  adoptMi,we 
shall  then  have  this  petition  before  us  in  the 
position  in  which  it  was  placed  when  first 
presented  to  the  House.  In  the  vote  ^ven  in 
fliTor  of  considering  this  memorial,  many 
members  had  been  undoubtedly  taken  by  sur- 
prise. Some  members  who  are  in  &vor  of 
rejecting  this,  and  other  similar  memorials,  and 
others  who  are  in  fovor  of  receiving  and  then 
laying  on  the  table  this  and  all  petitions  of  like 
import,  united  in  the  vote  which  he  had  moved 
to  reconsider.  This  strange  combination  could 
not  have  been  raeated  witwmt  a  mistake  some- 
where.  Gentlemen  must  have  snpposed  that 
hf  the  adoption  of  the  motion  to  consider  this 
memfflial,  the  difficulty  which  has  arisen  by 
reason  of  the  deciuon  of  the  Ohair  would  alone 
be  removed;  and  that,  instead  of  postponing 
until  to-morrow  all  action  on  this  subject,  we 
would  now  proceed  to  dispose  of  it,  either  by  a 
vote  to  reject  or  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

"itr.  TsYTOif  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  to 
recoosider.  He  would  not  have  troubled  the 
House  with  any  remarks  again,  but  for  the  po- 
sition  assumed  by  tiie  gentieman  from  New 
York.  That  gentieman  contended  that  the  right 
of  petition  was  a  sacred  ri^t  guaranteed  to 
every  American  dtisen  under  the  constitntiiHi; 


and  that  the  House  had  no  right  to  deprive 
them  of  the  exercise  of  that  right.  Hr.  P.  said 
th^y  had  the  right  to  petiticnt,  and  to  think  and 
to  say  what  they  idwed ;  and,  farther,  tii^ 
had  tiie  right  to  aoid  any  matter  they  lUiooBa 
throughoat  all  the  oonntry,  witfaont  regud.  to 
oonBeqnences,  and  that  House  had  no  power  to 
resist  it.  But,  then,  he  claimed  that,  when  it 
came  to  that  House,  the  representatives  had 
the  right  to  treat  it  and  dispose  of  it  in  such 
manner  as  they  thought  best  Was  the  sacred 
right  of  petition  any  dearer  than  many  otbar 
sacred  rights — ^tbe  i^t  to  pnqier^,  to  Uberty, 
and  to  lite? 

Mr.  SiPLKT  said  that  in  disposing  of  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  care  should  be  taken 
rather  to  allay  the  public  feeling  than  to  add 
to  the  ousting  exoitement.  The  right  of  peti- 
tkn  was  a  solemn  one,  and  had  been  guaranteed 
team  the  time  d  magna  dKarta  to  ^e  present 
moment.  Our  citirens  have  a  right  to  petition 
for  a  diange  of  their  oonatitution,  and,  indeed, 
for  a  change  in  the  form  of  govemmoit 
Every  decorous  n'omorial  should  he  received ; 
but,  when  received,  it  is  in  the  power  the 
House  to  diinose  of  it  as  it  may  deem  propw. 
The  motion  to  r^ect  this  petition  was  an  ind- 
pient  question,  and,  In  his  opinion,  should  take 
precedence. 

Hr.  WiBB  was  for  sustaininir  the  motion  to 
reconsider;  and,  for  one,  could  testify  that  he 
had  voted  under  a  misapprehension.  In  voting 
for  the  motion  to  conuder  the  petition,  he 
thought  he  was  voting,  to  have  a  direct  deddon 
of  the  House  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
fVom  South  Carolina.  He  was  intendhig  to 
bring  the  House  also  to  a  direct  dodsicm  of  the 
question,  and  had  no  idea  after  the  House  had 
oedded  it  would  consider  the  petition,  that  the 
consideration  itself  woold  be  evaded. 

Hr.  W.  had  misi^prehended  in  another  par- 
ticular. He  had  not  understood  the  moti(m  of 
the  gentieman  from  South  OaroUna  to  be  to  oui' 
sider  the  petition  to-da^,  but  to  consider  his  mo- 
tion to  reject  the  petition,  which  was  what  Mr. 
W.  wished  to  consider.  So  help  him  God,  he 
never  wished  to  consider  the  petition  of  an  in- 
cendiary, but  he  would  consider  the  motion  to 
reject  the  petition,  and  he  waned  the  gentle- 
moQ  from  South  Oardioa  that  these  were  tiie 
means  of  evading  bis  motion. 

Mr.  Hauvond  said  it  bad  been  fur  ftcm  his 
intention,  when  he  made  the  motion  he  did,  to 
throw  a  firebrand  into  that  House.  On  the 
contrary,  be  bad  hoped  by  it  to  exclude  one 
from  the  House.  He  thought  the  motion  a  very 
simple  and  direct  one ;  and,  ignorant  as  he  was 
of  tiie  rules  of  the  House,  he  bad  no  idea  that 
the  House  had  it  not  in  its  power  to  protect  its 
own  dignity,  and  the  feelings  of  its  members, 
by  rejectiog  instanter  any  thing  calculated  to 
affect  either  the  one  or  the  other.  If  the  House 
bad  no  such  rule,  the  rule  of  common  sense 
ought  to  govern  it. 

Hr.  PiBBeB,  of  ^ew  Hampshire,  sfud  he  had 
no  dispodtion  to  discoaa  ute  merits  of  this 
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dee^j  exdtiDg  qaestion  at  any  time,  and  his 
respect  for  the  riiles  oT  the  Hoase  would  pre- 
Tent  his  attempting  to  do  so,  nnder  the  moUon 
of  the  gentleman  from  MarylaDd  (Mr.  Thoius) 
to  reoonsider ;  vhioh  motion  he  hoped  voald 
be  withdrawn,  and  then  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.^BABDSLBT,) 
00  ftr  modified  as  to  meet  the  approhation  of 
all  who  are  most  senaitiTe  vpoa  tnis  a^tating 
question ;  and  he  rose  to  add  nls  request  to  the 
snggestloii  made  hj  his  friend  (he  hoped  he 
m^t  BO  call  him)  from  Virginia.  This  was 
not  ^e  last  memorial  of  Uie  same  character 
wMch  wonld  he  sent  here.  It  was  perfectly 
apparent  that  the  qnestion  mnst  be  met  now, 
or  at  some  Aitnre  time,  ftillj  and  explicitly,  and 
sni^  an  ezpresdon  of  tiiis  House  given  as  conld 
leave  no  possible  room  to  donbt  as  to  the  opin- 
ions and  sentiments  entertcdned  by  its  members. 
He,  (Mr.  P.,)  indeed,  considered  the  overwhelm- 
ing vote  of  the  Hoose  the  other  day,  laying  a 
memorial  of  similar  tenor,  and,  he  believed, 
the  same  bt  terms,  upon  the  table,  as  flxing 
upon  it  the  stamp  of  reprobation.  He  supposed 
wat  all  seotiona  <^  the  oonntry  would  be  satis- 
fied with  that  ezprearion ;  but  gentlemen  seem- 
ed now  to  consider  the  vote  as  equivocal  and 
evasive.  He  was  onwiUioK  that  any  imputation 
should  rest  upon  the  North,  in  oonseqnenee  of 
the  mi^mded  and  fanatical  zeal  of  a  fbw — 
comparwvely  very  few — who,  however  honest 
might  have  been  their  purposes,  he  believed 
had  done  incalculable  mischief  and'  whose 
movements  he  knew  received  no  more  sanction 
among  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  the 
North,  then  they  did  at  the  South.  For  one, 
he,  (Mr.  P.,)  while  he  wonld  be  the  last  to  in- 
fringe upon  any  of  the  sacred  reserved  Hghts 
d  tiie  people,  was  prepared  to  stunp  with  dia- 
wprobation,  in  the  moat  express  and  miequivo- 
cu  terms,  the  whole  moranent  «pon  this  sub- 
ject 

Mr.  PioEEKB  said  he  would  confine  himself  to 
what  hi^  been  thrown  ont  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  Ih&t  gentleman  bad  asiked, 
why  was  it  that  discussion  was  desired  upon 
that  floor  9  and  intimated  that  oertidn  fanatics, 
as  well  in  the  South  aa  in  the  North,  desired  to 
agitate  this  question.  Me.  P.  desired  to  take 
that  opportunity  to  throw  back  the  In^uation 
with  Bcom  and  contempt.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  we 
do  dedre  to  agitate  thu  qnestion.  "We  desire 
it,  beeanae  we  believe  we  have  been  foully 
slandered  befim  the  worid ;  and  I  atand  here 
prepared,  at  any  time  when  the  question  shall 
eome  up,  to  vindicate  the  Institationa  of  the 
people  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
from  the  fool  aspernon  and  calumny  thrown 
upon  them.  These  are  the  motives  which 
prompt  us  to  desire  ^soosdon.  He  had  heard 
some  insinuations  thrown  cut  from  higher 
qoarters  than  the  gentleman  ftttm  New  'S^rk, 
that  certain  gentlemen  of  the  South,  belonging 
to  a  cert^  party,  desired  the  discussion  of  this 
question  to  advance  the  interests  of  a  particular 
individual;  and  he  would  agafai  npwt  that  it 


[H.  OF  R. 

was  a  fool  and  in&moua  calumny,  and  those 
who  uttered  it  knew  it  to  be  such  when  thej 
uttered  it. 

Mr.  HowxBB  sud,  in  order  to  check  even 
himself  in  debate,  and  with  a  view,  if  he  could, 
to  obtun  the  opinion  of  the  House,  whether 
in  the  outset  he  was  right  or  not,  he  would 
move  to  lay  the  motion  hxa  honorable  col- 
league, (Mr.  Thoius,)  from  wbnn  it  gave  him 
great  pain  to  differ,  on  the  table. 

The  qnestion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reomrider 
on  the  table,  was  dedded  in  the  afflnnativ^ 
ayes  110,  noes  79, 


UoSDi.T,  December  21. 
Slmvry  in  tks  Digtriei  cf  (hlmAia, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
petition  from  snndiy  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Wrentbam,  in  Massachusetts,  praying  tiie 
abolition  of  alaveir  and  the  sUve  trade  in  the 
IKatriot  <tf  OcrfnmblA. 

The  mottm  to  rf|)eot  the  petition  still  pend- 
ing, 

Mr.  Owmrs  rose  to  address  the  House ;  but, 

Mr.  PuroKsxT  expressed  a  hope  that  the  sub- 
ject would  be  suspended,  in  wder  to  preaoit 
petitions  and  memorials. 

Mr.  Owraro  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
endeavoring  to  reconcile  the  conflicting  opinions 
of  gentlemen  on  all  sides,  and  to  submit  certain 
propositions,  which,  he  trusted,  if  the  House 
wonld  accept,  would  put  to  rest  this  agitating, 
delicate,  and  dangerous  question.  It  was  use- 
less for  hhn  to  regret  that  this  qnestion  had 
been  broiwht  before  the  House.  It  was  useless 
to  regret  th&t  this  question  had  been  the  subject 
of  diseosriott.  The  apple  of  disoord  had  beat 
thrown  into  the  House. 

Mr.  0.  then  sent  the  ftdlowlng  rewdutions  to 
the  Ohur,  which  were  read : 

Sewlved.  That,  hi  the  opiaton  of  this  House,  the 
qoestloa  of  the  abi^tiou  of  davery  In  tlie  DistrioC 
of  CotomUa  ought  not  to  be  entertsfawd  by  Ctni- 
greas. 

And  ht  it  fvrther  rtaotvtd,  That  in  case  any  pe- 
titions, jinuriDg  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
trict  «  Cuumbia  Iw  hereafter  ptesanted,  it  is  the 
deliberate  opinion  of  tliis  House  mt  the  same  ought 
to  be  laid  on  the  table  without  reading. 

The  qnestion  being  taken  on  the  motion,  to 
1^  the  petition,  and  all  the  motions  rel^^ing  to 
it,  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
— ^yeas  140,  ni^  7S. 

Bo  the  petition,  and  all  the  motions  depend- 
thereon,  were  ordered  to  Ue  upon  the 

itt.  P^TTOK  called  up  the  motion  made  by 
him  on  Friday  last,  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
the  House,  by  which  a  petition  for  the  abolition 
of  stavery  in  the  District,  presented  by  a  gentle- 
man from  Maaaachnsetts,  (Mr.  Bueos,)  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  oa  tin  Distnot  of 
CJolombia. 

The  motiMi  having  bona  taken  ui), 
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Hr.  pATZoir  nid  that  the  vote  irhioh  had 
heea  JvBt  taken  a^inst  nu^teoidii^  the  roles 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  np  the  rescdation 
oflbrad  hj  the  gentleman  flwn  Go<n^a,  (Kt. 
OrrsKs,)  mnst  have  coovinoed  the  Hoose,  and 
especiidly  those  geiitlan«a  from  the  Sooth  who 
h^  voted  for  laying  &e  former  petition  on  the 
table,  inconmstently  with  their  vote  on  Friday 
last  upon  the  same  proposition,  of  the  futility 
of  any  snch  scheme  as  had  been  proposed  for 
procnriog  a  direct  vote  of  the  Honse  upon  the 
principles  involved  in  the  petitions  that  ,  had 
been  offered,  and  would  continue  to  be  offered, 
praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Oolnmbiflb  Those  with  whom  be  lislt  and 
acted  on  this  qoflstiMi  gav«  this  uiparently 
inconsistent  vote  under  the  belief  that  there 
wonld  be  no  difficulty  in  sospending  the  rules 
to  take  np  the  prapomtion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Gteorgia.  They  bo  calculated^  and  were 
dcneived  or  mistaken.  I,  siud  Hr.  P.,  bad  no 
oonfidenee  in  such  ealonlation,  and  was  not 
ndstaken.  That  vote,  sud  Hr.  P.,  I  think,  has 
ihrther  demonstrated  that  it  is  idle  to  attempt 
to  avoid  this  subject  by  any  parliamentary 
mancBuvre,  and  that  the  only  way  of  obtaining 
a  direct  vote  upon  the  great  and  interesting 
qoesticms  embraced  by  wem,  is  by  making  a 
proposition  presenting  the  quesdon  growmg 
out  of  the  petiti(«»  in  connection  with  the  peti- 
tions themselves. 

Ux.  Speaker,  it  Is  neoassary  tiiat  tids  Hoose 
dundd  be  apprised  azid  ftiUy  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  quieting  the  anxiety^  the  agita- 
tion, and  the  alarm  for  the  institutions  of  the 
eonnbry,  which  are  abroad  in  the  land;  and 
that  as  the  means,  perhais  the  only  means,  oS 
doing  80,  it  should  meet  those  questions  direct- 
ly, and  dispose  of  them  deoiavely  and  perma- 
nently. I  am  ready  to  meet  these  qoestions  ; 
and  I  believe  I  express  the  universal  sentiment 
of  the  representation  from  the  South,  in  saying 
they  are  ready  to  meet  it ;  and  while  we  do 
not  desire  discussion,  and  for  one  I  will  do 
noQung  to  provoke  it,  at  the  same  time  we  will 
not,  we  cannot,  we  dare  not,  shrink  from  it,  if 
it  he  forced  upon  us  from  other  quarters.  I 
prefer  voting  upon  the  questions  al  once,  and 
without  disousdon,  if  posdbla.  If  this  subject 
mnst  be  discussed,  it  ought  to  be  discussed,  and 
it  is  hoped  will  be  mscuased,  in  the  ^irit 
whioh  ought  to  characterize  members  .of  the 
same  political  fiunily,  and  alike  imbued  with 
the  patriotic  purpose  of  rendering  pomaaait 
this  great  and  glorious  Union. 

Let  the  vote  referring  this  petition  be  recon- 
sidered, a  reference  made  by  madvertence,  and 
then  the  petition  will  be  open  again  for  oon- 
mderation ;  and,  in  connection  with  It,  let  the 
principles  involved  in  the  petition  be  presented 
x6r  the  consideration  and  deoiutm  of  the  Honse 
in  some  form,  whioh  will  riiow  distiuctiy  and 
imequivocw%  that  a  m^ority  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  the  North,  as  well 
as  of  the  Soutii,  are  opposed  to  the  schemes  of 
the  aboUticoiisfai}  ud  auo  to  the  efibrts  which 
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are  makiiig  to  interftte  with  the  ml^ect  of 
davery  in  um  District  of  OcdomUL  JM  it  be 
shown,  if  it  be  so,  that  tiitfe  is  sobh  am^ority 
opposed  to  an  interferenoe  with  davery  in  this^ 
District,  not  np<m  oonsideratioiw  merely  tempo-' 
raiy,  and  infloenoed  by  exiting  political  cir- 
cnmstanoes,  ^vt  upon  those  high  and  paramount 
considerations  whioh  belong  to  the  great  righta 
of  proper^,  as  well  as  indiv^nal  and  pt^lo^ 
safety,  whioh  are  connected  with  it. 

Hr.  AnAMs  said  he  hoped  the  motion  to  re- 
consider this  vote  would  not  prevail ;  and  he 
expressed  this  hope  for  the  ve^  reason  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (M^-  Patxon)  had 
assigned  Cw  voting  in  favw  (a  the  moti(»i.  It 
^pean  to  me  (said  Hr.  A.)  that  the  only  way 
<rf  getting  this  goettifm  from  the  view  of  the 
House  and  of  the  nation,  is  to  dispose  qS  all 
petitions  on  tiie  soli^eot  in  the  same  way.  Tliis 
IS  not  a  new  opinirai ;  I  assumed  this  position 
in  my  very  first  act  as  a  member  of  this  House, 
from  the  very  time  when  I  first  took  my  seat 
as  a  member  of  tiie  22d  Congress.  At  that 
time  fifteen  petitions  were  traosmitted  to  me, 
not  from  my  own  constituents,  but  from  citizens 
of  the  Sockity  of  Friendsdn  the  State  of  Penu- 
sylvania,  with  a  request  that  I  would  present 
them  to  the  House.  Sir,  I  did  so  in  homage  to 
the  sacred  right  of  petition — a  right  whi<^  in 
whatever  manner  it  may  be  tree^  by  other 
members  of  this  Hoose,  idutU  never  be  treated 
by  me  other  than  with  respect 

Bntf  not  bdng  in  fiivcu-  of  the  ol{]eot  cf  the 
petitions,  I  then  gave  notice  to  the  Honae  and 
to  the  oomitry,  that  upon  the  supposition  that 
these  petitions  had  been  trannnitted  to  me 
under  the  expectation  that  I  should  present 
them,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  say,  I  should  not  sop- 
port  them.  And,  sir,  the  reason  which  I  gave 
at  that  time  for  declining  to  support  them  was 
precisely  the  same  reason  which  the  gentiranaa 
from  ViTfpnia  now  gives  for  reconsidering  thb 
motion-^iamely,  to  keep  the  disouanon  of  the 
sul^ect  out  of  tiie  House.  I  sud,  sir,  that  I 
bebeved  this  discuscdon  would  be  altogether 
unprofitable  to  the  House  and  to  the  country ; 
bi^  &L  deference  to  the  sacred  right  <tf  petitiiA, 
I  moved  that  these  fifteen  petitions,  all  of  which 
were  numerously  draied,  should  he  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colombia,  at 
the  head  of  whioh  was,  at  that  time,  a  distin- 
goiahed  citizen  of  Vii^inia,  now,  I  r^«t  to  say 
— and  the  whole  country  has  occasion  to  regret 
— no  more.  These  petitions  were  thus  referred, 
and,  after  a  short  pniod  of  time,  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Oolumbia 
made  a  report  to  this  House^  which  report  was 
read,  and  unanimously  accepted ;  and  nothing 
more  has  been  heard  of  these  petitions  from 
that  day  to  this.  In  taking  the  course  I  then 
took,  I  was  not  sustained  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  my  own  constituents;  there  were 
many  among  tiiem,  pawns  as  respectaUe,  and 
as  entitled  to  oonsideratioa  as  any  others,  who 
d^^^oved  of  the  oonrse  I  poraoed  on  that 
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Attempts  were  made  within  the  district  I 
then  represented,  to  get  up  meetings  of  the 
people  to  imtmot  me  to  pnrsoe  a  different 
oonTM^  or  to  mnlti^  petitinu  vt  the  sme 
dkttneter.  Thflsa  oBnta  wwe  eootinoed  dni> 
iag  the  whole  of  dwt  long  searira  of  CongreaB ; 
but,  I  am  gratified  to  aora,  without  anj  other 
result  than  that,  fhnn  one  single  town  <f(  the 
dtstriei  vhldi  I  had  the  honor  to  represent,  a 
Bolitaxy  petitioi  was  finrwarded  before  the 
doae  of  the  session,  with  a  request  that*  I 
would  present  it  to  the  House.  Sir,  I  did  pre- 
sent it,  and  it  waa  referred  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee on  tike  Bistriot  d  Colmnbia,  and  I 
beUeve  nothing  more  has  been  heard  of  it 
Binoe.  From  uie  experience  of  this  seaaion,  I 
was  petfbetlj  satisfied  that  the  true  and  onlj 
method  keeping  this  nlyeot  out  of  diacnasion 
mm,  to  take  uiatoonrM;  to  refer  all  petttions 
of  this  kind  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
€^  OAamkih,  or  aome  other  Oranmittee  the 
Hoose,  to  remve  their  report,  and  to  accept  it 
imanimonsly.  This  does  eqnal  jnstice  to  all 
parties  in  the  country ;  it  avcnda  the  discussion 
of  this  agitating  question  on  the  me  hand,  and, 
on  the  other,  it  pajs  a  doe  respect  to  the  right 
of  the  oonsdtnent  to  petition. 

Two  years  afterw&rds,  rimilar  petitions  were 
presented,  and  at  that  time,  an  effort  made, 
withoat  soccees,  to  do  that  which  has  now  been 
done  snooeasftilly  in  one  instance.  An  effort 
was  made  to  lay  these  petitions  on  tiie  table ; 
the  House  did  not  accede  to  the  proposition : 
iiMj  referred  the  petitioDa  as  Ihtj  had  oeen  be- 
&re  referred,  and  with  the  aama  result.  For, 
firom  t2ie  noraoot  that  these  petitions  are  re- 
ferred to  the  Oommittee  on  the  District  ttf  Co- 
lombia, they  go  to  the  femny  vaolt  of  idl  the 
Oipnlets,"  and  you  will  never  Iwar  of  them 
afterwards 

At  the  flrst  session  of  the  last  Cnigress,  a 
gentleman  from  the  State  of  New  Torl^  a  dt»- 
tdngoisbed  member  of  this  Honse,  now  no  longer 
here,  which  I  regret  to  say,  although  I  do  not 
doubt  that  his  place  is  well  supplied,  presented 
one  or  more  potions  to  this  ^ect,  and  deliv- 
ered a  long  and  eloquent  speech  of  two  hours 
in  support  of  them.  And  what  was  the  result  ? 
He  was  not  answered :  not  a  word  was  said, 
but  file  vote  of  the  Bouse  was  taken ;  the  peti- 
tiona  wan  nkmi  to  the  Committee  oa,  tiie 
District,  and  we  haru  heard  nothing  more  of 
them  rince.  At  the  same  sesncm,  or  probably 
at  the  Tcry  last  sesrion,  a  distinguished  member 
of  this  House,  from  the  State  <^  Connecticut, 
presented  one  or  more  petitions  to  the  same 
effect,  and  declared  in  his  place  that  be  himself 
oommrred  in  all  the  opinions  expressed.  Did 
this  deoIaratiKi  Ugbt  up  the  flame  of  disctHd  in 
this  Honse  t  Sir,  he  was  heard  with  patience 
and  complaoency.  He  mored  the  reference  of 
tite  petitions  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Gcdumlria,  and  there  they  went  to  sleep  the 
deep  <rf  deatii.  Hr.  Adams  spesking  from  re- 
ooOedion,  was  [the  Beixnter  is  requested  hr  him 
to  itate]  nustakenwitb  reqwet  to  the  refiwcuee 
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of  the  petitions  presented  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  to  the  committee.  They  were  then 
for  the  first  time  lud  on  the  table,  as  was  the 
motton  to  imnt  <ne  of  them.  At  ue  vnoei^ng 
eearion  of  Hie  last  Congress,  as  at  all  former 
times,  all  such  petitions  had  hem  nimvi  to 
committees  and  printed  when  so  derired.  "Whj 
not  adopt  the  same  oonrse  now  t  Here  is  a  pe- 
tition which  has  been  already  refen«d  to  uie 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  Leave 
it  there,  and  my  word  for  it,  rir,  you  will  have  ■ 
just  such  a  result  as  has  taken  place  time  after 
time  before.  Tour  Committee  on  the  District 
certainly  is  not  an  abolition  committee.  Ton 
will  have  a  fit,  proper,  and  able  r^>ort  from 
tiiem ;  the  House,  suo  nlmfto,  will  adopt  it,  uid 
you  wOl  hear  no  more  about  it.  But  if  yon  an 
to  reconsider  tbe  vote,  and  to  lay  these  peti- 
titma  aa  the  table;  if  joa.  oome  to  the  reraa- 
tioR  that  tiiia  House  wiH  not  recdve  any  more 
petitions,  what  wiH  be  the  o(niseqneDoe  t  la  ft 
large  portion  of  thia  oountry  werj  indlvidud  ■ 
member  who  votes  with  yon  will  be  left  at 
home  at  the  next  election,  and  some  one  wiH 
be  sent  who  is  not  prepared  to  laj*  these  peti- 
tions on  the  table. 

What  will  be  the  next  ccmsequenoef  Sir, 
yon  will  have  discussion ;  and,  to  my  regret  I 
say  it,  discussion  has  been  called  for  and  chal- 
lenged upon  this  floor.  It  has  been  challenged. 
And  what  will  the  discussion  amount  tot  A 
discussitm  upon  the  merits  ot  slavery.  Sir,  on 
such  a  discus^on  every  speech  made  by  a  Rep- 
resentative from  the  BOTth  diimm  and  DixtmV 
line,  in  this  House,  will  be  an  {noentiary  pam- 
phlet and  what  wiU  you  do  with  them  I  The 
speeches  of  my  colleagues,  probably  of  myself^ 
wiU  be  inoendiarr;  because,  if  discnssicHi  ia 
thrust  upon  us,  I  doubt  not  I  might  make  a 
speech  as  incendiary  as  any  pamphlet  opctt 
which  such  torrents  of  denunciation  have  beea 
poured  upon  us.  If  I  were  c^ble  of  tbe  craven 
and  recreant  spirit  of  shrinking  from  expresnnf^ 
not  probably  so  much  my  own  sentiments  as 
those  of  my  constituents,  I  should  go  home  to 
their  scorn,  and  they  would  send  here  a  man 
who  would  repreeent  them  more  faithftilly. 

Well,  sir,  what  becomes  of  these  incendiary 
pamphlets,  tbe  speeches  in  this  Honse,  if  ther 
go  to  the  puUict  What  will  be  done  wiui 
them  by  t^e  public  preset  The  newspmen 
report  these  speeches;  every  Bpee<^  ia-dreu- 
lated  tbrou^^  your  whole  country;  and  how 
can  yon  arrest  it  ?  Will  you  introduce  a  reso- 
lution that  members  of  this  House  shall  not 
speak  a  word  in  derogation  of  the  sublime  mer- 
its of  davery  t  You  must  have  a  resolotion  ot 
this  kind,  to  follow  the  one  laid  upon  your  table 
this  morning — a  resolation  that  no  member 
this  House  shall  dare  to  utter  an  inoendiary 
sentiment  f  And  what  is  that  incendiary  sen- 
timent t  Why,  it  is,  in  substance,  the  contents 
of  these  pamphlets.  Well,  sb-,  you  b^^n  with 
suppresdng  the  right  of  petition ;  yon  must 
next  suppress  the  right  of  speech  in  this  House ; 
tor  you  most  offisr  a  readutlon  that  every  utem- 
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ber  who  dares  to  express  a  sentiment  of  this 
kind  shall  be  expelled,  or  that  the  speechw  shall 
not  ffo  forth  to  the  publio— shall  not  be  oirca- 
Iate£  What  tUI  be  the  oonseqneace  then? 
Ton  sappress  the  right  of  petition ;  you  sop- 
press  the  freedom  of  speech ;  the  freedom  of  the 
press,  and  the  freedom  of  religion ;  for,  in  the 
minds  of  many  worthy,  honest,  and  honorable 
men,  fanatics,  if  jou  please  so  to  call  them,  this 
is  s  religions  ^nestion,  in  which  they  act  nnder 
what  tbey  l>elieve  to  be  a  sense  of  iaty  to  their 
God;  and,  however  erroneons  may  be  their 
oonclnaions,  it  is  not  for  me,  nor  for  this  Hoose, 
to  jndge  them.  Therefore,  nr,  in  deference  to 
what  bas  been  heretofore  the  nsage  ct  this 
Hoose,  in  deference  to  the  respect  which  Is  doe 
to  the  right  of  petition,  and  the  req>eot  which 
Is  doe  to  tiie  right  of  freedom  of  weeoh,  free- 
Acm  of  the  press,  and  freedom  of  religion,  I 
hope  tlMt  this  petition  will  be  left  where  it  has 
been  placed  by  the  House,  in  tiie  possession  of 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colombia,  and 
that  we  shall  hear  no  more  about  it, 

Mr.  Thompson  said:  As  to  discussing  this 
Boli^eot  before  aay  human  tribunal,  I  wiU  not, 
I  will  not  condescend  to  rindicate  to  this  Boose 
or  elsewhere,  this  or  any  other  of  onr  domestic 
institutions.  It  is  no  affur  of  yours ;  you  hare 
no  right  to  touch  it,  still  less  to  demand  a  rea- 
son of  us  for  its  ooDtinnanoe.  The  gentleman 
frvm  New  Hampshire,  ICr.  FncBoi,  and  I  mnst 
te»  ibat  his  voice  sonnded  in  my  ear  as  the 
voice  of  a  friend^  sud  that  we  ^  tiie  South, 
eould  not  know  the  state  of  things  at  the 
Korth ;  th^  in  his  district  there  was  not  one 
abolitionist  in  five  hnndred.  If  I  did  not  know 
it  before,  I  do  now,  sir,  because  he  has  said  so. 
Let  me  say,  in  my  turn,  that  he  does  not  know 
the  state  of  feeling  at  the  South,  and  I  do,  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  all  my  responsibilities, 
dedare  that,  in  my  opinion,  nothing  will  satisfy 
the  excited,  the  almost  frenzied  South,  bat  an 
indignant  i^ectiou  of  these  petitions ;  such  a 
r^eotion  as  will,  at  the  same  time  that  it  re- 
spects the  right  of  petitioning,  express  the 
pre^^ermination,  the  foregone  oonclasion,  of 
the  House  on  the  subject — a  ngeotion,  or, 
that  wOI  satisfy  the  Sonth,  and  serve  as  an  in- 
dignant reboke  to  the  fanatics  of  the  North. 
But  we  are  told  that  such  a  course,  whilst  it 
would  satisfy  the  Soutli,  would  offend  the  peo- 
ple of  the  l^orth.  How  so,  sir!  I  had  thought 
that  it  was  the  South,  that  was  interfered  with, 
tiie  South  that  was  ii^ured,  that  it  was  tiie 
South  that  was  to  be  satisfied.  Who  ia  it  at 
tiie  North  that  we  are  to  conciliate!  The 
fanatics}  Fanatics,  did  I  say,  sir?  Never  l>e- 
fore  was  so  vile  a  band  dignified  with  that  name. 
Tfa^  are  murderers,  fonl  murderers,  accessories 
before  the  fact,  ana  they  know  it,  of  murder, 
robbery,  rape,  infantidde.  Sir,  this  question 
mnst  be  settled ;  if  I  may  so  qmOt:  it  must  be 
killed ;  a  just  regard  to  the  rifdits  and  fedings  of 
&»  South,  to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  this 
great  republic,  ^e  permanency  of  our  institn- 
HaoBf  -daaond  it ;  in  short,  sir,  evuy  considerar 
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tion  which  can  address  itself  to  a  patriot 
demands  it.  Yes,  air,  in  the  presence  of  the 
armed  monarchies  of  Europe,  with  all  the 
powerfiil  elements  both  on  ti)is  and  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  already  in  incipient  com- 
motion, already  rumbling  in  their  deep  crater, 
he  is  wiliully  blind  who  does  not  see  that  the 
time  is  not  distant  when  union,  concert,  all  the 
patriotism,  all  the  virtne,  all  the  wisdom  of  our 
whole  country,  will  t>e  demanded.  Shall  we, 
si^,  continue  to  stir  this  most  prolific  source  of 
discord,  aye,  of  hatred,  or  shall  we  settie  it,  and 
forever? 


TiTESDAT,  December  22. 
Sknery  in  the  DiaMet  of  Columbia. 
The  question  bdng  that  depending  from  yes- 
terday, on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pattoh,  for  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vote  by  which  a  memorial 

E raying  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  within  the 
district  of  Columbia,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District — 
Mr.  Gbakgbb,  of  New  York,  sud : 
Sir,  who  are  these  petitioners?  They  are 
persons  who,  loo^g  to  the  letter  of  the  con- 
stitution of  their  country,  and  finding  there  that 
C(mgress  has  the  right  of  exclunre  legidation 
for  this  District,  and  not  looking  bey<»d  that, 
to  the  grants  of  session  by  the  States  €i  Tit- 
ginia  and  Maryland,  to  see  under  what  reser- 
vations those  grants  w««  made  and  aooepted; 
and  without  stopping  to  ask  the  still  more 
important  question,  whether  the  residents  of 
tiie  IMstiict  of  Columbia  require  any  interfer- 
ence, suppose  that  Congress  have  the  right  to 
le^slate  upon  this  subject  Startmg  upon  tins 
abstract  proposition,  they  have  Bm>posed  they 
had  a  rignt  to  ^tpear  at  the  bar  of  this  Hoose^ 
and  to  ask  that  the  seat  of  Government  of  a 
tcoe  nation  dundd  be  inhabited  by  those  only 
who  are  free. 

Bnoh,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  these  petition- 
en  ;  and  I  can  never  consent  that  they  should 
be  dedgnated  as  murderers,  or  that  HuAr 
names  would  be  minted  with  those  of  the 
aboIitioiUstB. 


Wkdhkbdat,  December  28. 
Slavery  in  t7i6  ZHttriet  of  Colvnibia. 
Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  moved  th«  pre- 
viona  question. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  the  House,  by 
a  TOte  of  104  to  79,  and  the  question  of  recon- 
sideration b«ng  tuen,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Owens  said,  in  consequence  of  the  wide 
range  which  the  debate  had  taken,  he  had 
determined  to  move  to  lay  the  petition  on  the 
table,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  eontinoanoe 
of  the  discusnon  upon  the  motion  to  cfmunit 
The  same  course  he  should  pursue  in  regard  to 
every  similar  petition  which  might  l>e  pre* 
sented.  His  resolutions  on  the  subject,  which 
he  had  indicated  to  the  House,  he  would  offer 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


11 


Dbcdcbsb,  1835.} 

when  the  States  were  called  for  resolutioDa. 
He  moved  to  lay  the  petition  and  tiie  motion 
to  oommit  on  the  tahle. 

Hr.  Wise  macle  a  point  of  order.  Had  not 
the  motion  to  reject  precedence  of  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  f 

The  Chaik  stud  no  motion  to  r^ect  was  be- 
fore the  HoDse,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  not  debatable. 

Hr.  Wise  called  for  the  yeas  and  na;^  on  the 
qaestion,  and  thej  were  onlered. 

The  qoes&rn  being  takeUf  it  was  determined 
in  the  ulnnative,  aa  followB : 

Teab. — ilesars.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthonr,  AMej, 
BeaU,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bockee, 
Boon,  BotUi^n,  Boree,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Bnneb,  Bunu,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Geoi^ 
Chambers,  Chaney,  Cbapman,  Chapin,  CleTeland, 
Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Cnug,  Cramer, 
Crane,  Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickerson,  Double- 
day,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Eftier,  Falrfietd,  Farlin, 
Forester,  Fowler,  French,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  WilUam 
E.  Fuller,  Oalbrutb,  Qillet,  Graves,  Haley,  Joseph 
HaH,  Huner,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Harian,  Samuel  S. 
HarriMHi,  Albert  0.  Hanison,  Hayoes,  Henderson, 
Hola^,  HofAins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt- 
ington, Hanlaman,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Jattes  Jack* 
son,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Bichard  H.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Bei^amin  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon, 
KUgore,  Klnnard,  KUngeoamith,  Lane,  Lansing, 
I^porte,  Qideoa  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee, 
Leonard,  Lo^an,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  Job 
Mann,  Martin.  John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason, 
Moaea  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  May,  McKay,  McKeon, 
HcKim,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Mohlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Franklin 
Hsrce,  Phelps,  PInckney,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  lUpley,  Roane,  Sctwook,  SeTmonr, 
Angnstine  H.  Shepherd,  Oiielda,  BUnn,  Smith, 
Spangler,  Btandefier,  Storer,  Sothenand,  IwafSnro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Tarrill, 
Underwood,  Yanderpoel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Washington,  Webster,  Weeks,  Lewis  WHliams, 
Sherrod  WUUams— 144. 

Nati.— Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Bond,  Borden,  Bri^^js,  John  Culhoou,  William  B. 
CUhoim,  Campbell,  John  Chambers,  Childs,  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Cdshhw,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett, 
James  Garland,  Biee  Garland,  Glascock,  Graham, 
Granger,  Grayson,  Orennell,  Oriffln,  Hiland  Ball, 
Hammond,  Hard,  Harper,  HaselUne,  Hoar,  Hunt, 
WUUam  Jackson,  Janes,  Henry  Johnson,  Jolm  W, 
Jones,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln, 
Love,  Lyon,  Manry,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKennan, 
HiUigan,  Honis,  Fatten,  Dutee  J.  Fearee,  James 
A.  Pearce,  Fettigrev,  Piekena,  Potts,  Beed,  Rob- 
ertson, Ro^rs,  Rumell,  WilUam  B.  Bbemrd,  Slade, 
Sprague,  Waddy  Thompson,  Towosl  White,  Whit- 
tlesey, Wise— 67. 

So  the  petition  and  the  motion  tb  commit 
wore  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Wbtossdat,  December  80. 
EepretentatixH!  from  Michigan. 

Mr.  Bbakdslbt  stud  it  was  within  the  reool- 
•ctUm  of  the  HooH  that,  a  fbw  d^s  ^ice,  be 


{H.0PR. 

had  moved  that  the  gentleman  who  had  prfr 
seated  himself  there  as  a  representative  from 
what  is  called  the  State  of  Michigan,  be  per- 
mitted to  occupy  a  Beat  on  the  floor  during 
the  BittiDgs  of  the  House.  It  seemed  due 
from  himself  that  he  should  ask  the  House  to 
consider  that  motion ;  but,  before  doing  so,  he 
wished  to  surest  that  he  designed  to  modify 
his  proposition,  by  merely  asking  the  House  to 
permit  that  ^ntieman  to  come  within  the  hall 
during  the  sittings  of  tho  House  in  the  charac- 
ter of  a  spectator;  that,  he  trusted,  woold  be 
acceptable  to  the  whole  Honae;  and  be  had 
done  it  with  reference  to  former  preoedentsi 
particolarly  that  dt  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
Mr.  B.  then  sent  his  modified  proposition  to  the 
Ghur,  to  be  read  &om  the  Clerk's  table,  for  the 
information  of  the  House,  and  was  as  follows : 

JUMoleed,  That  Isaac  £.  Crary,  who  claims  to  have 
been  duly  elected  a  member  this  House,  be  ad* 
mitted  as  a  spectator  witUn  the  hall  during  the  dt- 
tings  of  this  House. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  BuBoaLET  moved  to  mupend  the  rules 
of  the  House  to  enable  bhn  to  maJce  the  motion, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bbabdbut  then  moved  the  foregoing 
resolution;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  a^oumed. 


TuoDAT,  December  81. 

Messrs.  Olaibobse  and  DmraoN,  B^nresent- 
atives  from  the  State  of  Misuauppif  Q^teared, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 


Wkdnesdat,  January  6,  1836. 
j^minols  SoBtUitiei. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Oahbbeleno,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr,  Covbob  In  the 
chair. 

On  motion  d  Mr.  Oambbeuno^  the  com- 
mittee proceeded  to  consider  the  ft^wiog  bill : 

A  aU  making  an  appropriaium  for  reprunng  km- 
tUitiet  etrnmautd  hy  the  Seminole  ItuHant. 
B«  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  the  sum  of  $80,000  be, 
and  the  same  Is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasniy  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
for  the  expenses  attending  the  repreeion  of  fao*< 
tilities  commenced  by  the  Seminole  Xnffiui  In 
Florida. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretarj'  of 
War  on  the  sn^ect  was  read ;  when 

Mr.  OAHBBBLXva  briefly  adverted  to  the 
depredodona  committed  by  the  Seminoles,  their 
having  Ifud  waste  and  desolated  the  countej 
for  eighty  miles,  (fee 

Mr.  Vinton  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
frt>m  New  York  was  in  possession  of  any  in- 
formation as  to  the  cause  of  this  war,  or  who 
commenced  it  t 

Mr.  Oahbeelkno  said  he  had  In  his  posses- 
don  A  package  of  doonments  contidnlng  th« 
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desired  information.  The  distarbance  bad 
grown  out  of  a  treatr  wHh  the  Seniinoles,  the 
execatioii  of  Thioh  had  been  |K»tponed  from 
time  to  time  by  them ;  and  when  a  portitm  of 
ttiese  Indians  had  determined  to  remove,  two 
of  their  own  dtiefis  had  been  ronrdered  by  theni- 
eelvea,  fto.  Hie  gentlemim  from  Ohio  could 
ezatntne  the  correspondence  in  his  possession, 
and  he  wonld  be  aue  to  satisfy  himself  on  the 
subject 

Mr.  ViSTOiT  inquired  when  the  treaty  alladed 
to  was  made !  Ho  did  not  wish  to  delay  the 
passage  of  the  bill ;  bat  if  it  was  the  treaty  of 
1828,  or  1824,  it  was  his  intention  to  move  to 
amend  it  by  making  it  obligatory  on  the  United 
States  to  carry  that  treaty  into  effect. 

Ur.  OAjiBBUKNa  adverted  to  die  neoesirity 
of  speedy  action  npon  this  aabject  The  war 
was  progressing.  Fifteen  hnndi«d  Indians 
were  in  the  fiekl,  and  they  were  opposed  by 
only  abont  two  hundred  troops.  Unless  ^eedily 
repressed,  they  wonld  probably  make  inroad 
upon  the  State  of  Georgia.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  desired  to  raise  a  qne^on  or  a 
debate  npon  the  treaty^  he  conld  select  anotiier 
cqiportnnil7,  without  embarraaring  the  present 
measure. 

Kr.  Abaks  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  propose  to 
amend  this  bill,  by  introdnoing,  alter  the  word 
"  to  be  expended,"  the  words  "  nnder  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War,  oonfonnably  to 
law.**  Vj  ol»ection  to  the  bill  as  it  now 
stands  is,  that  it  la  an  fqH>ropriatiwi  ratiber  too 
Indefinite ;  and  I  make  t£is  motion  now,  more 
with  a  view  to  anticopate  what  I  presnme  will 
be  an  amendment  proposed  in  another  place, 
than  for  any  otiier  consideration.  And  I  make 
it  now  the  more  readily,  becaase  at  the  dose 
t>f  the  last  session  of  (Wgress,  in  the  case  of  a 
similar  appropriation,  not  only  the  ^propria- 
tion  itself  tiuled,  but  the  whole  bill  to  which  it 
was  annexed  (and  an  extremely  important  one 
it  was)  fiuled  entirely,  as  I  nnderstood,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  indefiidte  natnre  of  the  appro- 
priation, 

I  ask  the  gentleman,  therefore,  to  assent  to 
tiie  introduenon  of  som^ing  like  these  terms : 
"  to  be  expttided  nndor  the  dlreotion  <rf  the 
Seoratary  of  War,  ocmfonnably  to  law." 

Mr.  OAKBitRi.mo  had  no  objeoti<m  to  the 
amendment  which  had  been  proposed. 

The  ameDdnwnt  was  agreed  to,  and  fhe  bm 
laid 


WsDmsDAT,  January  18. 

8lM«ry  <»  th«  DUtriet  of  Cohmibia. 

The  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  Mr. 
JjiBTts,  came  up  in  order : 

Rttelted,  That,  in  the  oi^nion  of  this  House,  the 
snlfjeot  of  the  abolition  ofsUvery  to  the  District  of 
CoMmbb  ought  not  to  be  eDterteined  by  Congress. 
And  be  it  fiirther  resolved,  that  In  case  an;  petition 
prajing  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
ColomWa  behereafterpresentedtltiBtbedelibefate 


o^nioD  of  tbe  House  that  the  same  ou^t  to  be 
laid  upon  the  taUe  without  being  referred  or  printed. 

The  question  pending  was  the  fdlowing 
amendment,  offered  by  Ur.  Wise  : 

Setclvtd,  That  there  is  no  power  of  legtalation 
granted  bj  the  cODStitution  to  tbe  Coagress  of 
tbe  United  States  to  t-hoOA  slavery  in  tb«  IKstrict 
of  Columbia ;  and  tbrnt  any  attempt  by  Congress  to 
lenslate  upon  tbe  subject  of  ilava-y,  will  be  not 
omj  uDaathoriied  but  dangwoos  to  tiw  union  «f 
tbe  States. 

JSt.  Juns  modified  his  resolutiMf  as  kTiaws : 
Whereas  anv  attempt  ht  tUs  Bouse  to  agitata  tbe 

question  of  uavery  Is  calculated  to  dmuib  the 
compromises  of  tbe  eoastitutioD»  to  endanger  the 
Union,  and,  if  perristed  in,  to  destroy  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  country.  Therefore, 

Retolved,  "Hiat,  In  the  opimou  of  this  House,  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  ought  not  to  be  eaterbdned  by  Conj^ress. 
And  it  is  further  resolved,  that  in  case  any  petition 
praying  for  tbe  abolitioa  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  be  berealter  presented,  it  is  the  delib- 
erate opinion  of  tbe  House  that  tbe  same  ought  to 
be  lud  upon  the  ti^le,  vttbouC  being  referred  or 
Jointed. 

Mr,  Aluh,  of  Emtnoky,  moved  to  lay  the 
reecdotion  as  modified,  ana  the  amendmant,  on 

the  table. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  snb- 
jeot  on  the  table  was  decided — ^yeas  68,  nays 
16d. 

So  the  House  reftued  to  lay  the  subjeot  on 
t^e  table. 


MoimAT,  February  8. 
Slavery  in  the  JDittriet  of  Columbia. 
Mr.  PiNOKjTCT  asked  the  oonsent  of  the 
House  to  offer  Uie  resolution,  heretofore  indica* 
ted  by  him  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  and  ol^ections  being  made,  he  moved 
the  Bu^nsirai  of  the  rules  to  enable  him  to 
offer  tiie  resolution.  Decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas 188,  nays  66. 

Mr.  PmcKNTT  then  submitted  tbe  following 
resolntioa : 

Sttolvti,  That  all  the  memorials  which  have  been 
offered,  or  may  hereafter  be  presented,  to  this 
House,  pr^inf^r  tbe  abofltlon  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Colombia,  and  also  the  resdntions  offered 
by  an  honorable  member  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Jakvis,) 
with  the  amendment  thereto  prop<Med  by  an  honor- 
able member  from  Vtr^oia,  (Ur.  Wise,)  and  every 
other  paper  or  propositioa  that  may  be  submitted 
iu  relation  to  tust  sut^ject,  be  re&rred  to  a  select 
committee,  with  Instructions  to  report  that  Congress 
possesses  no  constftutioaal  sotbonty  to  Interfere  In 
any  way  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  any  of 
tbe  States  of  this  confederacy ;  and  that,  io  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  Congress  ought  not  to  in- 
terfere in  any  way  with  shivery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  because  it  would  be  a  violation  the 
public  fitith,  unwise,  impolitic,  and  dangerous  to 
the  Union;  asrigutng  such  reasons  for  these  cou- 
dorions  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  may 
be  best  calculated  to  enlightea  the  public  nhid,  to 
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Tvpnm  afftatioa,  to  allAy  flidtemeot,  to  fBstain 
and  prMeire  the  Just  rigbts  of  the  aUreboldiDg 
8tAtM  sad  of  tks  people  of  thk  Dittrict,  and  to  re- 
mtabOA  knmony  and  tmiqdllUj  the  Tar 

riooi  netioiia  of  the  Union. 

Vr.  BoTD  moved  the  previons  gaestion,  and 
it  was  decided  in  tiie  affirmative — ^eas  118, 
nays  47.  Bo  the  midn  qnestion  wu  ordered 
to  be  put.  ' 

Mr.  Vraroar  called  for  the  diTision  of  the 
resoliitioa  into  three  aereral  parts ;  so  that  the 
qnesdon  shotdd  be  taken  on  the  lidloving 
claiuefl  separately: 

1.  <«J2eMtMd;  That  all  the  ■leaMrhls  which 
have  been  offered,  or  may  hereafter  be  presented, 
to  tUs  House,  praying  for  the  aboUtion  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Cdambla,  and  also  the  resolu- 
tioDS  offered  by  an  lioaonible  member  from  Uaine, 
(Hr.  Jaktis,)  with  the  amendment  tiiereto  pro- 
posed by  an  hononble  member  from  Yirginia,  (Mr. 
Wise,)  and  every  other  paper  or  proposition  that 
may  bs  sobmitted  in  reUUon  to  that  subject,  t>e 
nfcmd  to  a  itleet  eoandttee.** 

i.  **mth  fastmetions  to  report  that  Oongress 
possesses  no  eonstitvtfonal  anthoritj  to  faitertee  in 
any  way  with  the  institnlion  ^  riavery  im  any  of 
the  States  of  this  oonfisdencyT* 

8.  And  that,  in  the  mnnion  of  tliia  House,  Con- 
gress ottglit  not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  ala- 
Terj  in  the  INstriet  of  CohnnMa,  beeanss  it  woohl 
be  a  vMaUon  of  the  pobUo  fidtb,  nnwis^  imptditio, 
and  dangerous  to  the  Union," 

Hie  CuiB  stated  the  divisiai  indicated  was 
in  order,  and  the  deddoa  of  the  (%air  was 
afSrmed  by  the  House. 

The  question  being  token  oa  Aeflnt  member 
of  the  proposition,  es  above  divided,  it  was 
determined  in  the  afiirmatlTe. 

So  the  first  dense  was  tsreed  to. 

The  second  member  ot  the  wopoiittoa  was 
determined  by— yeas  SOI,  na;^  7. 

go  the  aeoond  daose  was  agreed  to. 

ytr.  WiBB,  when  his  name  was  odled,  rose 
andstdd:  I  refuse  to  vote  at  all  nponsnohapn^ 
option;  becanse  to  affirm  any  pn^rasitiw  by 
declaratory  resolution  is  to  admit  it  needs 
affirmation ;  and  because  Congress  has  no  oon- 
stitutaonal  power  other  to  affirm  or  deny  any 
proposition  whateveTi  in  relatioa  to  dftvery  in 
the  States. 

Hr.  PuHiCTOT  moved  that  the  gentieman  be 
exenaed  from  voting ;  which  waa  agreed  to. 
The  question  htSag  abont  to  be  taken  on  Oie 

third  branch  of  the  proposition- 
Mr.  nMDBBTooo  called  for  a  division  of  the 
miestion  on  this  branch,  so  as  to  take  the  ques- 
tion on  tiie  clause  declaring  that  Congress 
"  ought  not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Oolumbia,"  and  cnnitting  the 
nasMia  therefor. 

The  Chair  decided  that  the  division  was  in 
order,  and  tiie  question  being  taken  on  the 
first  otaose  of  the  third  brandi  indioated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  pCr.  IJndsb- 
,  WOOD,)  it  waa  de<»ded  in  the  afflnnative,  as 
foUowi: 


[a  ov  R. 

Tua.— Uesets.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ad^ 
Ashley,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  BsaDmont,  Bell, 
Bodcee,  Boon,  Bouldm,  Boree,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Boneh,  Byoom,  John  Oslhoon,  Oambreleng,  Garr, 
Garter,  Casey,  John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Obqiin,  Nathaniel  H.  CUbwne,  Jdw  F.  H.  Clai- 
borne,  Qeveland,  Coffee,  Cdea,  Connor,  Crai^ 
Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickerson, 
Doubleday,  Dromeoole,  Dunlap,  Efher,  Fairfield, 
f^rliu,  Forester,  French,  Fry,  William  K.  Faller, 
Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  GiUet, 
Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Haley,  Joae^A  EUUl, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Haifsn,  Albert  G.  Har- 
rison, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Hobey, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  HoweU,  HuUey,  Haothigton, 
Huntsman,  Ingham.  Jabes  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Jenifer, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Bichard  U.  Johuson,  Cave  Joho^ 
sop,  Henry  Joimsoo, .  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson, 
Kenuon,  Ealgore,  Kinnard,  KlioiensnMh,  Lane, 
Lanwttg,  Lsporte,  Lawier,  Gideon  Lee,  Jodina  Les» 
Luke  Lea,  Leoowd,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyo^  Abfjah 
Mann,  Job  Hann,  Ibnning,  Harun,  John  x.  Mason, 
William  Hason,  Hoees  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCo- 
mas,  McBUy,  HcKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer» 
Miller,  Moatgomery,  Moore,  Morgui,  MiUdeotier^ 
Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  rattmi.  Franklin 
tieree,  James  A.  Fearce,  Fetdgrew,  Phelps,  Pinck- 
ney,  Bencher,  Joseph  jfteynolds,  Bii^ey,  Roane, 
Robertson,  R^^rs,  Schenck,  Seymour,  WlQiam  B. 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  ^epperd.  Shields,  Shinn, 
SeUes,  Smith,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
Sutlierbuid,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thom- 
son, Toocey,  Towns,  TuniU,  Underwood,  Yaodar* 
poei,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Washington,  Weekly 
White,  Lewis  WUlianu,  Sherrod  Will&ms— 1«3. 

Navs. — Messrs.  Adams,  Henian  AAen,  Batt^, 
Banks,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  William  R  Calhoun, 
Ge<»ge  Chambers,  Childs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane, 
Cushing,  BarliDgton,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett,  Fhilo 
G.  Fuller,  Granger,  Hard,  Hasettine,  Hdster,  Hoar, 
Hunt,  lugersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Lawrence, 
Lay,  lincoln,  Love,  Samson  Msson,  McCsrty, 
HeEennan,  Morri%  Parker,  Detee  J.  Pearee, 
Phillips,  Potts,  Reed.  Russel^  OoaBS,  Spngne,  Vln* 
ton,  Webster,  Whittlesey— «7. 

Bo  the  first  member  of  the  third  clause,  as 
above  stated,  waa  agreed  to. 

The  queetion  on  the  renuuning  part  of  the 
third  clanse,  was  decided  by— yeas  1S7,  naya 
76. 

8o  the  remainder  of  the  third  oUnse  was 
agreed  to. 

The  qnestim  b^ng  on  I2ie  remaining  porti<n 
ofthenaolutum,  it  waa  read  aa  follows : 

**AarignIng  seeh  reasooa  tor  these  cautadosM 
as,  in  the  judgineat  of  tite  oommlttee,  may  be  best 
calculated  to  enlighten  the  poblio  mind,  to  repress 
a^tation,  to  allay  exdtement,  to  sustain  and  pre- 
serve the  just  rights  of  the  slaveholding  Sutes  and 
of  the  people  of  this  district,  and  to  re-establish 
harmony  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  various  seo- 
tioDS  of  the  Union.  **  * 

The  question  was  then  takm  on  agreeiuff  to 
this  residue  of  the  restdution,  and  delenuined 
in  the  affirmative— yeaa  167,  nays  fi. 

Bo  the  wb<de  resolution  was  carried,  and  the 
committee  ordered  to  consist  of  nine. 

Hr.  Qamlaxd^  of  LonMana,  aAed.  tiie  ooa- 
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■ent  of  the  Hooae  to  permit  Lim,  and  also  the 
gmflemen  from  Geor^a  and  yii:^jua,  esars. 
GuaoooK  and  Robkbtsov,}  to  enter  their  rea- 
aons  on  the  jonmal  for  the  rote  g^ven  h/  them 
on  the  resolntion  just  adopted. 

ObjeotioDs  beins  made,  Mr.  GuaoooK  moved 
to  snspend  the  rmea  for  that  ptirpoaa ;  vhlch 
was  duagreed  to. 

Vnittd  State*  and  France. 

Tlie  SpKAKKs'lud  before  the  Kraae  the 
foUoving  Message  &<na-the  President  of  the 
United  States : 

H>  thu  BenaU  and  Soute  of  S«mwntative$  : 
\  The  GoTemment  of  Great  Britain  has  oflfered  Its 
mediation  for  the  at|]astment  of  the  ffiapote  between 
tiie  UDlted  States  and  France.  CarefuUx  gnardiag 
tliat  pidnt  in  the  coatroTeraj,  which,  aa  it  inTolves 
oar  honor  and  independence,  admits  of  no  compro- 
mise, I  have  cheermly  accepted  the  offer.  It  will 
be  obvimulj  improper  to  resort  even  to  the  mildest 
measure  of  a  compnlsoiT  character,  until  it  is  ascer- 
tained wliether  nance  has  declined  or  aeoepted  the 
mediatiou.  I  therefore  recommend  a  suBprasIon  of 
all  proceeding  on  that  part  of  mj  special  Xenue 
of  tne  16th  of  Jannar;  last,  which  proposes  a  partial , 
noQ-interconrse  with  France.  While  we  cannot  too 
highly  appreciate  the  elevated  and  ditinterested 
moUvea  of  the  offer  of  Great  Britun,  and  hare  a 
just  reluooe  npon  the  great  infioenoe  of  that  power 
to  restore  the  relations  of  andrat  friendship  be- 
tween the  ITnited  States  and  France,  and  know,  too, 
that  our  own  padfio  policy  will  be  strictiy  adiiered 
to,  mill  the  national  honor  compels  ns  to  depart 
from  it,  we  shonld  be  insensible  to  tlie  exposed 
eondition  of  oar  country,  and  forget  the  lessons  of 
experience,  if  we  did  not  efficiently  and  sedolonsly 
prepare  tar  an  adverse  retolt.  The  peace  of  a 
nation  does  not  depend  ezclndrely  upon  Its  own 
irfU,  nor  npon  the  beneficent  policy  of  nelgfaboring 
powers  ;  and  that  nation  which  Is  found  totally 
uinrepared  for  the  exigencies  and  dangers  of  war, 
although  it  come  without  having  given  war^g.of 
its  approach,  is  criminally  negligent  of  its  honor 
and  its  duty.  I  cannot  too  strongly  repeat  the 
reconmiendation  already  made  to  place  tlw  seaboard 
in  a  proper  state  of  deience,  and  promptly  to  pro- 
vide the  means  tar  amply  proteetii^  oar  commerce. 

AKDBEW  JAGKBON. 
WAnumnoir,  February  6,  1838. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Mabov,  of  YiigLala,  the 
Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  AfEUn^  and  ordered  to  be  piindted. 


I^AT,  Febraary  12. 

ne  late  Chi^  Jiuttee  MarOall 

Hr.  LfonsoLiY  w\Qx  ti»  mumimoiu  onuent 
of  the  Boom,  (dbred  tl^  foUowing  reacdntton : 

Jtnohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Ubiarr  be 
Inatraeted  to  eaose  a  maiMe  bust  of  the  late  Ohief 
Justice  Marshall  to  be  prepared  by  an  artist  of 
merit  and  reputation,  and  to  be  i^aced  in  the 
efaamlwr  of  the  SujHeme  Court  of  the  Uitited  States, 
in  a  position  corresponding  wlUi  that  of  Ae  bust  of 
the  Ute  Chief  Justice  Jay. 


[Mabch,  18M 

Mr.  Imuneou  said:  I  am  not  about  to  pro- 
nonnoe  an  enlo^om  on  the  character  of  John 
Marshall.  His  merits  are  already  recorded  in 
the  hearts  and  judgments  of  his  fxrantrymen. 
A  recollection  <^  them  vill  be  cherished  as 
long  as  a  jost  estimate  can  be  fimned  of  brilliant 
talents  and  nnspotted  integrity,  as  long  as 
gratitude  ahall  continue  to  be  a  virtne.  Few 
n:en  Moce  the  formation  of  the  Goreramuit 
have  served  it  so  well,  and  none  more 
faUy.  In  the  administrati<»t  4^  the  lawn,  nnder  ft 
Government  of  laws,  he  was  for  neariy  five-ud- 
thirty  years  snpreme  in  station,  in  sbiUtiea,  and 
in  nsefulnesa.  It  has  been  the  peonliar  fwtnne 
of  this  repablto  that  it  has  found  on  different 
occaaions,  when  it  has  called  its  eminent  citi- 
zens to  posts  of  public  doty,  a  happy  fitness 
in  the  individnal  to  his  station,  a  devotion  al 
ni^Kise  in  the  man,  and  a  confidence  in  his 
esigns  on  the  part  of  the  people ;  a  nnion  and 
an  aptitude  from  which  nothing  but  lasting 
benefits  can  arise.  Many  shining  properties 
were  centered  in  the  eminent  person  to  whom 
it  is  the  object  of  this  resolution  to  ofibr  a 
feeble  tribute  of  respect  and  oratitode — prop- 
erties  which  jnsti^  the  fewng  nniverud^ 
entertained  for  him  as  tbeinide  and  tiie  bout 
of  hia  ooontrymoi.  IRien  thiaandmnoh  mora 
shall  be  done  by  them,  the  nation  and  posteri^ 
will  continue  to  be  immeasarablj  his  dehtwa. 
I  submit  the  resolntion  as  a  cheerful  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  debt  we  owe,  and  as  the 
pledge  of  an  effort  to  repay  it  In  the  emulation 
of  his  virtues. 

Mr.  Stobeb  remarked  that  sMne  weeks  ago 
he  had  presented  a  memorial  fr<»n  Hiram 
Powers,  requesting  Congress  to  employ  him 
for  the  purpose  of  executbig  the  w6rk  proposed 
in  this  resolution.  The  mem<xial  was  before 
the  Committee  on  the  library,  who  would 
report  npon  it  in  a  few  im, 

Mr.  MoEws  sagaestea  to  the  gentleman 
from  FennaylTania  the  eacpedienor  $t  modify- 
ing the  resdatimi  bo  as  to  refer  uie  snlfjeot  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Lilnvry. 

Mr.  Inqkbsoll  so  modified  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  agreed  to,  nm.  die. 

TcTESDAT,  March  8. 

Mr.  DizoN  H.  Lkwis,  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  from  the  Btate  of  Alabama, 
appealed,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


Monday,  March  14. 
Buppretfion  of  Indian  SottUUiet. 

The  bill  making  a  fhrther  appropriation 

for  anppresnng  Indian  hostilities  m  Florida, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Storir  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  bill, 
but  merely  to  ask  for  some  light  on  tiie  sub- 
ject. If  it  were  necessary,  he  would  vote  for 
ten  times  the  amount  adced  for,  but  he  could 
not  do  BO  nnleas  it  was  actually  neoeasazj.  He 
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Mud  ih6j  bad  already  voted  half  a  miUion  of 
dfUlMniar  the  8iip««ediHt  ot  Indian  hostilities 
in  norida,  and  to  llNd  all  the  snflfeoing  inhabi- 
tanta  thmctf;  and  he  aafced  the  chauman  of 
the  Gominittee  of  "WajB  and  Ifoana  if  he  could 
ihow  any  reasons  why  they  should  Tote  more 
money.  He  said  it  was  the  pracUoe  with  the 
committee  of  which  Mr.  S.  was  a  member  to 
give  the  reasons,  when  they  reported  a  bill, 
for  so  doing ;  bat  there  the  committee  which 
had  the  whole  management  of  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  Hoose  Introdaoed  bills  withoat  a 
solitary  reason  to  sostain  them.  He  wished  to 
know  what  were  the  gronnds  for  the  ^propriar 
tion  at  present  asked  for. 

Hr.  OAMBRSLENa  called  for  the  reading  of  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  which,  he 
remarked,  wonld  probably  be  satis&otory  to 
theawifleman  from  Ohio. 

The  ktteriras  read,  and  the  bill  passed. 


9  Tols.  JonmKl  to  1815,  - 
1  do.  Land  Laws,  • 
12  do.  Docs,  and  Jour.  2d 
Cong. 

4  do.  Jonmdyto  1178,  - 


CortMttnMUd. 

-  9i,4U  00 

69S  00 

2Sd 

-  6,848  00 

-  1,080  00 


WKDinaDAT,  April  6. 

PvrcTuiM  of  Book*, 

Vr,  Bmoos  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
tiie  purpose  of  offering  the  folloving  reeoln- 
tion: 

RtmAvti^  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  be  author- 
ized and  required  to  fumish  the  new  members  of 
the  twentj-nturth  Oonness  irith  the  same  books 
furnished  to  tiie  meauwrs  of  flie  twenty-third 
Congress. 

It  being  suggested  tiiat  a  similar  resolution 
was  on  the  Speaker's  table,  Mr.  Bucmm  varied 
his  motion  so  as  to  take  up  that  resolution ; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  objected  to  the 
passage  of  the  resolution,  and  felt  it  his  duty 
to  mu:e  &  statement  to  the  Hoose  of  the  ex- 
peoditorea  which  would  arise  npton  the  adoption 
of  the  rM(da^. '  He  had  eiamined  into  the 
anl^ee^  and  oansed  a  statement  to  be  mad& 
ahowing  the  bodes  that  vonld  he  printed  and 
poidiaaed  under  the  resolution,  and  he  found 
It  wonld  cause  a  rfqprint  <rf  eighty-four  volomes. 
wUfi^  wonld  cost  the  aom  of  |36,041 16 ;  and 
imdor  it  the  derk  of  the  House  would  purchase 
flfty-fbar  volumes,  now  in  print,  or  preparing 
for  the  press,  costing  the  sum  of  $68,&86; 
linking  an  aggregate  expenditure  of  near  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  making  over  one 
thousand  dollars  in  txwks  to  each  of  the  new 
members  of  the  present  Congress. 

Mr.  J.  read  a  catalc^e  of  the  books,  and  the 
ooet,  as  estimated  by  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the 
Honse,  as  foUovs : 
banaoix's  teeohition  will  cause  a  reprint 


1,28Y  60 
891  00 


85 

Worha  in  Print 
1  ToL  Poe.  HU.  of  U.  S.  Bank,  at  4  SO 
each,  -      -  - 

9  do.  Bei^ter  of  Debates,  at  66  esch^ 
1  do.  Livingston's  Code,  at    6  " 
1  do.  Com.  Begulationa,  at    6  *' 
1  do.  Peck's  Trial,  at    5  " 

1  do.  Cobb's  M&Qual,  at  1  " 
20  do.  Amer.  State  Papers,  at  227  40  '* 
20  do.  Doc       U.  &,      at820  " 


$86,041  18 


I44S  SO 

7,425  00 
495  00 

495  00 

496  00 
390  00 

22,512  60 
81,880  00 


54 


CortMUDHted. 

7  vols.  Does,  of  2d  sesrion,  22d  Cong.   $8,118  60 
4  do.  ElUot's  Debates,  ... 
2  do.  Manufactnriog  Documents, 

Vr  do.  Docs,  and  Jour.  Ist  Seas.  28d 

Cong.  12,416  10 

18  do.  ZHplomitie  OoRespondowa,  -  0« 


$68,988  10 

Mr;  J.  said  many  of  the  books  which  wonld 
necessarily  be  reprinted,  if  the  resolution  vaa 
adopted}  were  wholly  useless,  and  would  never 
be  read.  He  rsfbrred  to  the  volamea  of  the 
documents  of  the  first  aesrion  of  the  last  Oon- 
gress,  containing  the  panto  memorials  and  the 
names  of  the  memorialists,  and  also  Aose 
contuning  the  names  of  the  pensioners.  He 
thought  the  thousand  dollars  could  he  as  well, 
mudi  better  expended,  for  the  benefit  of  new 
member*  in  purchasing  other  books  of  a 
different  character.  Mr.  J.  regretted  placing 
himself  in  a  position  in  which  he  might  have 
the  i^pearaoce  of  actiog  nakindly  to  the  new 
members  of  the  present  Congress.  He  fUt  It 
his  duty  to  resist  sudi  an  application  of  the 
pubfioation  heretofore  as  well  as  now ;  he  had 
nnifbrmly  opposed  all  soch  propositions,  from 
the  time  heliad  the  honor  of  a  seat  up(m  this 
floor,  and  he  expected  to  do  so.  If  Oongreaa 
should  purchase  and  present  books  to  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  they  should  be  returned  to 
the  publio  library  tqton  the  expiration  of  their 
req>eotiTe  terms,  ^  the  nse  of  their  succes- 
sors. The  resolution  seemed  plauuble,  in 
placuDg  the  new  membera  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing  with  the  members  of  the  last  Congress; 
it  was  ^parent,  however,  that  they  could, 
with  the  same  pnmriety,  claim  as  many  bo(^ 
as  the  members  of  the  present  Congress  who 
had  served  fifteen  or  twenty  years ;  and  all  our 
successors  upon  this  floor  might,  with  the  same 

Eropriety,  make  the  same  He  f^t  it 

is  duty  to  make  these  atiUements  to  the 
House,  and  he  ahonld  aA  the  privilege  of 
recor^ng  his  vote  In  oppodtim. 

Mr.  iNOXBaoLL  (who  «i(^naUj;  offered  the 
resolution)  saM:  I  introduced  this  resolution, 
not  so  much  from  any  implnses  of  my  own,  as 
in  complianoe  with  the  wishes  of  otiiers,  who, 
like  myself  are  without  the  advantage  of 
personal  experience  here.  I  do  not  desire  to 
urge  it  beyond  a  point  which  may  be  consid- 
ered perfeotiy  ressonable  and  just.  The 
reeolation,  it  will  be  perceived,  merely  ad(^ts 
the  preoedent  which  has  been  set  by  tiiose 
numMn  of  the  pceaent  Owgreas  who  were  also 
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members  of  the  last  All  of  them,  I  presame, 
bave  either  supported  the  measnre  07  their 
TOtes,  or  avaiied  themselves  of  ite  fmlts.  The 
gentl^an  from-  Teonessee  has.  as  he  says, 
received  the  books,  aad,he  manifests  the  otilitj 
of  them  in  the  infonnation  vrhioh  he  habituollj 
commonicates  to  the  House.  Those  who  are 
mtirely  without  the  boiefit  derived  from  a 
{Articipation  in  the  part  prooeedingB  of  Oon- 
gresB,  are  obliged  to  reonr  to  the  volnmes  in 
qneBaon,  in  order  that  ther  m»-  reach  theia- 
mtnaika  necesttiTj  to  enable  them  to  give  a 
ocm^eientiona  vote  upon  alqioet  any  sabject 
tb&t  ocoura.  Tot  myself,  I  aoknowledge  my 
obligationa  to  an  honorable  friend  for  we  use 
oi  the  books  which  have  beea  furnished  to  him 
mider  former  resolationa  of  a  Mnnlar  character. 
The  State  Papers,  which  are  especially  object- 
ed to,  are  of  peculiar  value,  and  of  constant 
pse  as  a  work  of  reference. 

This  resolution,  however,  U  more  important 
in  a  public  than  a  private  sense.  Besides 
immediate  commnoieation  of  intelligence  to 
m embers  of  Congress,  it  ooDtemplatea  a  broader 
difitacion  of  interesting  knovledge  throogbont 
tiie  natlcm,  and  throanont  the  world.  Every 
dmnnt  cttiie  present  elentloa  of  the  coontiy 
in  power  and  in  hapj^ness  is  to  be  finind  in  the 
trcokrwhioh  It  Is  pnc^osed  to  dlstT{bnt& 

Ton  cannot  better  serve  llie  cause  cf  uni- 
versal freedom  md  aoond  political  wisdom, 
than  by  exhibitiiig,  everywhere,  the  measures 
whi(^  this  nation  has  resorted  to  and  adopted 
in  the  course  of  its  brief  but  compr^ensive 
history.  After  the  books  have  been  used  by 
the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people, 
they  will  become  the  property  of  the  people 
tiiemadves.  They  will  be  cherished  as  the 
trae^  and,  bef<cH«  lonji^  the  only  e>vid«ioe 
acocmble  to  every  citizen  ot  tSie  wisdom  and 
the  errors  of  those  who  have  gone  before  ns. 
Th«y  Will .  teaoh  lessms  of  equal  practical 
ntUity,  whrthw  they  reflect  a  record  of  pro- 
eeeduigs  which  are  wise  enough  to  be  imitiU»d, 
or  erroneous  eaoogh  to  be  avoided. 

The  example  of  another  Government  is 
worthy  of  reodlection.  Tour  library  has 
recently  been  enriched  by  a  gift  of  the  valu- 
able and  extensive  publication  of  the  almost 
by-gone  monnmmts  of  British  history  and 
British  law.  That  politic  and  liberal  nation 
has  endeavored  to  spread  as  widely  as  the 
empire  of  <nvilized  man  extends,  the  informa- 
tion ocmtuned  in  those  costiy  voloniee.  Not 
only  are  the  eq>e(nal  libraries  of  sister  Govern- 
ments in  possesion  oi  them,  bnt  the  existence 
ct  them  is  peroetuated  by  finding  them  a  place 
in  the  halls  of  all  the  oelebrafed  seminaries  of 
learning  throughout  Christendom.  It  appears 
to  me  that  we  owe  at  least  as  much  to  our 
fttbers  and  to  ourselves. 

At  a  moment  when  the  national  Treasury  is 
filled  to  repletion,  what  better  use  can  be  made 
of  a  comparative  modicum  of  its  surplus 
wealth  than  that  which  the  reeoluticm  contem- 
plitet  Kot  aa  intorest  oan  soffer.  Evwy 
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one  may  be  benefited.  The  expense  wfaicb  is 
complaUied  of  is  insignificant,  whetiier  it  be 
compared  with  the  good  effects  that  are  Ukely 
to  be  the  coDse<}uenoe,  or  with  the  ordinary 
profusion  which  is  manifested  in  the  printing 
of  public  documents  by  the  House. 

With  respect  to  one  of  the  works  called  for, 
it  is  not  easy  to  understand  upon  what  prind- 
ple  a  preference  is  to  be  givoi  to  our  more 
experien(»d  brethren  over  ourselves.  Where 
puolications  have  been  made  heretofn^  and 
are  now  exhausted  by  di^bution,  there  may 
beplauribiUty  In  the  uvnment  whlcc  olt{eotB  to 
a  renewed  expoise.  But  tiie  "  Doenmoitaiy 
History  of  the  United  States"  is  yet  in  embryo. 
Not  a  member  has  been  Aimished  with  it 
When  it  shall  have  issued  from  the  press,  and 
comes  fl^b  and  new  for  the  information  of  the 
people,  with  the  whole  expense  which  it  calls 
for  yet  to  he  incurred,  I  clura  for  all  the  repre- 
sentatives  an  equal  right  to  partake  of  the 
benefits  which  it  confers. 

After  some  remarks  from  Uessrs.  Bam^ 
JiTDsoN,  and  SFSianr, 

l£r.  SraiQHT  called  for  the  orders  of  tiie  day. 


Fbidat,  April  6. 

WUeontin  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Kat,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  estaUish  the 
Teiritorial  Govmiment  of  Wisoonsiu.  After  a 
debate  upon  details,  and  various  amendments 
adopted, 

llie  bin  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
thu^  reading  and  was  read  a  furd  time  ntd 
passed. 


MoiiSAT,  April  11. 

J[>epont  BanJct. 

Kr.  Wise  offered  the  following  resolution : 
Ratalvtdf  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed, 
with  power  to  send  for  persona  and  pa^n^  to 
inquire  into  the  ueney  or  mode  of  selectmg  the 
banks  of  deposit  for  the  public  money,  and  into 
the  contracts  with  the  Treasury  Departmeot,  by 
which  they  are  regulated,  and  into  the  manner  u 
whieb,  and  the  persons  by  wh<Hn,  such  conbacts 
are  made ;  and  to  inqure  whether  any^  and  if  any, 
what  connection  or  relation,  official  or  unofficud, 
exists,  or  has  existed,  between  a  oerti^B  Benben 
H.  Whitney  and  the  Treasury  Department  isi  the 
United  States,  or  between  him  and  the  banks  of 
deposit  of  the  public  money,  and  into  the  •ztent 
of  his  agency  generally,  in  keeping  and  eonb^iDiDg 
the  public  mouev,  and  into  the  amoent  of  his  com- 
pensation, whether  the  same  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  Treasury  or  by  the  deport  banks;  and  that 
said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  biU  cw 
otherwise. 

Objections  having  been  made, 
Hr.  WisB  moved  to  suESMud  the  rules ;  and. 
The'  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
reacted— yeas  86,  naf a  83— not  tvo-thirdb 
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Satubdat,  April  10. 
OatenU  Afpropriatdon  BtU—Doeummtarjf 
Hutory. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  making  ^propri- 
ations  for  the  inTil  voA  diidimuitio  exprases  of 
Oovernment  for  tiie  year  1886. 

The  bill  was  reported  at  a  late  hoar  last 
ni^t,  from  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  TJnioDf  with  stmdiy  amend- 
mente,  and  the  question  was  on  conoarring  irititi 
the  committee  in  their  report. 

The  committee  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
following  danse : 

"For  the  Documentary  "BUO-orj  of  the  American 
BeTOloUon,  per  act  of  2d  March,  188S,  920,000.** 

Ifr.  Etsbbix  excepted  to  the  amendment,  on 
the  ground  of  its  r^eodog  a  provision  to  carry 
into  effect  a  valid  and  binding  contract 

Ur.  Phillifs  produced  the  contract  made  by 
Kr.  Secretary  LiTineston  with  Clarke  and 
Force,  and  a  letter  aodreaaed  by  than  to  Ur. 
Secretary  F<asyth;  whioh  wwe  read  by  the 
aerie 

The  debate  was  oontinned  by  Kr.  Thoupson, 
of  Sonth  Carolina,  and  Mr.  CaAUBXBs,  of  Penn- 
Bylvania,  in  &vor  of  the  cUnse,  and  by  Mr. 
Gate  Johkbon  against  it. 

Mr.  Cartbs  Bobmitted  an  amendment  to  the 
clause  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  notify 
Clarke  and  Force  to  discontione  the  said  work, 
and  to  ascertain  the  probable  amount  of  damages 
that  would  be  incurred  by  resdnding  the  con- 
tract, and  to  report  the  same  to  Congress  at . 
the  next  session. 

Mr.  Bfkioht  suggested  to  the  gentlemui  to 
withdraw  bis  amendment,  and  to  permit  the 
question  to  be  taken  on  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  to  strike  out 

Mr.  Adaks  spoke  In  fiiTor  of  the  ^tpropria- 
tion. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  H^e,  said  all  the  gentlemen 
opposed  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Tennessee  appear  ex- 
tremely desirous  of  holding  the  House  to  the 
strict  letter  of  the  contra^  alleged  to  have 
been  mode  by  the  late  Secretary  of  Stat&  (Mr. 
Livingston  J  with  Mesm.  Clarke  and  Force. 
They  midntaln  that  the  honor  of  the  toation  is 
iuToWed  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  construction 
now  put  upon  that  contract.  I  am  in  favor, 
srid  Mr.  a,  of  looking  into  the  letter  of  it, 
bat  desire  that  the  spirit  also  of  the  instrument, 
by  whi<^  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  said  to  be 
thus  deeply  pledged,  may  also  be  examined.  I 
think,  sirj  that  it  will  be  found,  upon  critical 
examination,  that  there  is  evidence  enough  iu 
tlie  docutuenta  connected  with  this  contract, 
that  no  injustice  wili  be  done  to  Messrs.  Clarke 
and  Force  by  striking  out  the  appropriation  of 
$20,000  now  under  consideration,  and  that  the 
honor  of  Ute  nation  will  be  in  no  degree  vio- 
lated by  following  oat  hraeafter  the  course  in- 
dicated by  the  naolntion  of  the  Home  alk^ted 
this  mwniig^^niiig  the  vluda  of 


[a  or  R. 

these  books  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  for  final  investigation. 

The  honorable  genUeman  ftcm  Tennessee  has 
remarked  that  this  contract,  if  not  a  fraud  in  its 
inception  upon  the  Congress  of  1888,  is,  In  tlie 
shape  whion  it  is  now  made  to  assuilie,  ■great 
imposition  upon  this  House,  and  that  the  ^uae 
is  not  bound  to  sustain  it.  I  am,  sir,  also  of  thia 
opinion,  and  I  think  there  is  evulence  to  sub- 
stantiate thjs  opinion  to  the  satisfiEtctlon  cf  any 
impartial  jury  of  twelve  men  that  might  be  em- 
paunelled  in  any  part  of  the  country.  Let  me 
mvite  the  attention  of  the  House  to  some  feat- 
ures of  the  ooutract,  to  show  that  it  was  not 
contemplated  either  by  Clarke  and  Force,  or 
by  the  Congress  of  1888,  to  be  of  the  character 
and  munitude  now  represented  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  ADAua,) 
and  by  other  gentlemen  who  preceded  him  on 
tiie  same  side. 

By  tarains  to  the  contract  of  Clarke  and 
Force  with  Mr.  Livingston,  tbea  Secretary  of 
State,  I  find  the  foUowisg  langoage  made  use 
0^  deacriptiTe  of  the  work  then  ccmtemplated : 

"The  sidd  Edward  UvingstWLjke.,  dothiiereby 
autiioriie  and  direct  the  said  Clarke  and  Force, 
jointly  and  severally,  to  prepare  and  publish  fifteen 
tiuDdred  co{deB  of  said  *  Docninentuy  History  of 
the  American  Revolution,*  according  to  the  plan 
laid  down  in  their  memorial  and  aocompanjing 
documents  presented  to  Congress,  and  upon  which 
aaid.  act  hu  been  passed." 

Now,  turn  to  the  memorial  here  alluded  to, 
for  "  the  plan  "  of  tiiie  work.  That  memorial, 
the  origiiud  proposition  of  Clarke  and  Force, 
reads  thus,  in  part: 

**The  memorial  of  the  subscribers  respectfully 
represents,  that  as  earlv  as  the  11th  day  of  July, 
1778,  the  memorial  of  Ebeuezer  Hazard  was  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  calling  their  attention  to  the 
importance  of  *a  Collection  of  American  State 
Papers.*  On  the  20th  of  the  same  month,  certam 
resolutions  were  passed,  approving  of  the  object, 
and  granting  such  patronage  and  fiualities  as  he 
dedred.   (See  copies  herewith,  A.") 

"Portly  after  Ur.  Hazard  was  appointed  Post- 
master General,  two  volumes  were  published  by 
him ;  bat  tbe  object  of  Congress  was  not  attidned, 
inannttoh  as  not  a  single  document  fchtting  *  to  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  present  war  with  Great 
Britain,*  referred  to  by  tM  committee,  was  pub- 
lished by  him.  He  gave  up  tbe  work  in  conse- 
quence of  bis  other  engagements;  and  no  one  has 
since  ventured  to  complete  it, 

"  Tour  memorialists  present  themselves  to  Con- 
gress, willing;  and  partially  prepared  to  undertake 
this  interestmg  and  laborious  coUection,"  &c. 

Such  is  the  language  that  is  descriptive  of  the 
work  to  which  tbe  Congress  of  1833  was  In- 
duced to  extend  its  patronage,  by  the  act  of 
March  8d,  of  that  year.  And  such  is  the  plan 
of  the  work  to  whidi  that  act  has  reference, 
and  upon  which  it  was  based.  It  was,  substan- 
tially, to  nd  id  the  particular  work  which 
Hazard  bad  projected  and  commeaoed,  and 
In  none  other,   what  evidence  have  we  frirther 
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of  the  character  of  Eazard'a  plan,  and  of  the 
magnitude  of  itf  "Whj,  air,  we  have  evidence 
on  this  point,  which  cannot  but  be  of  the  most 
satisfactory  character;  evidence  by  which  we. 
can  accurately  jndge  of  the  vjew  enterttuned 
by  the  Congress  of  16S3  upon  this  subject.  We 
have  the  resolutions  of  uie  OoDgress  of  1778, 
rejecting  Hazard's  proposed  work ;  and  these 
resolntioQS  are  referred  to  by  Olarke  and  Foroe 
in  tiieir  contract  with  Ur.  UviogstoOt  and  con- 
stitute a  lurt  of  their  memorial  to  the  Ooogresa 
of  1883,  for  the  purpose  of  describing  ^*the 
plan  "  of  their  work.  One  of  these  resmutions 
of  1778  reads  thos,  after  setting  forth  *'  that  Mr. 
Hazard  must  necessarily  be  put  to  expense  of 
various  kinds  in  procoring  the  extensive  collec- 
tion of  mateiisls  ne  proposes  to  make : " 

^^Seaolved,  That  to  enable  Mr.  ^zard  to  snstain 
snob  expense,  one  thousand  dollars  be  advanced  to 
him  npfHi  acconnt,  returns  being  made  to  Congress 
of  his  expenses  in  this  business.** 

Snch,  sii;  fa  the  indication  flimished  in  the 
papers  of  Messrs.  Olarke  and  Force,  tiiememorl- 
alistB,.of  the  views  entertained  by  the  Congress 
of  1778  rdalive  to  Kr.  Hazard's  work,  which 
these  memorialists  described  to  the  Congress 
of  1888  as  tiie  plan  of  their  work ;  they  having 
transferred  the  title  of  Hazard^s  work,  "  A  Coir- 
leetion  of  Ameriean  Stats  Pe^en,"  into  the 
title  of  *'  .4  Docmnmtary  SUtory  oftha  Ameri- 
can Beoolution.^*  Will  it  be  pretended,  sir, 
hereafter,  upon  this  floor,  that  the  Congress  of 
1776  contemplated,  in  Mr.  Hazard 's  work,  an 
enterprise  to  be  compared  in  any  thine  with 
the  work  now  attempted  to  l>e  imposed  upon 
Congress  under  Olarke  and  Force's  contract  I 
It  has  been  demonstrated  that  this  latter  work 
is  to  cost  from  fonr  hnndrad  and  eight  thousand 
to  half  a  million  of  dollars,  as  tlie  least  estimate. 
And  will  the  gentleman  fW>m  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Adaus,)  or  any  other  gentleman,  reflect  so 
severely  upon  the  Congress  of  1778  as  to  charge 
tbem  with  having  in  view  a  work  of  this  mag- 
nitude, or  any  tfiing.like  it,  when  they  con- 
tributed the  trifling,  pitifol  sum,  in  comparison, 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  aid  Hazard  in  his 
work.t  Bir,  we  are  told  by  these  memorialists 
themselves,  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force,  that  to 
Hazard's  work,  wbatever  it  was — and  It  is  al- 
laded  to  by  them  as  giving  the  oaUine  of  their 
own  plan— that  Cie  Congress  of  1778  granted 
to  Hazard  "snch  patronage  and  facilities  as  be 
desired."  This  is  their  own  language,  and 
their  own  showing ;  for  I  do  not  go  out  of  the 
case  they  have  given  in  their  original  docu- 
ments, presented  to  the  Congress  of  1883,  for 
my  proofe  that  the  contract  which  they  now 
claim  to  have  made  is  not  the  contract,  and 
their  present  work  is  not  the  work,  had  in 
view  either  by  themselves  or  the  Congress  of 
1888.  Let  me  ask  gentlemen  if  they  tralieve 
that  Hazard,  bad  he  in  contemplation  an  enter- 
prise involving  an  expense  of  nearly  half  a 
milUcm  (d  ddlam,  at  the  lowest  estimate, 
-would  have  de^rcd,  "pi^ronage  and  ficUitios" 
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of  Congress  to  the  amount  of  only  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  inasmuch  as  they  were  willing  to 
grant  all  that  he  desired  ?  Sir,  I  maintain  that 
here  is  proof  enough  to  insnre  the  verdict  of  any 
jury  in  the  country,  that  neither  Hazard,  nor 
the  Congress  of  1778,  nor  the  Congress  of  18SS, 
for  an  instant  conceived  of  snch  a  etapendons 
enterprise  as  is  now  set  op  nnder  the  contract 
of  Mr.  livingston,  which  has  been  read,  nor 
do  I  believe  'that  the  memorialists  themselr^ 
contemplated  one  of  such  magnitude  at  that 
time.  I  believe,  sir,  that  here  is  evidence  in 
abundance,  in  their  reference  to  Hazard's  plan, 
as  a  description  substantially  of  their  own  plan, 
and  in  the  character  of  the  resolution  of  1778 
respecting  Hazard's  plan,  to  sustain  the  positions 
taken  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, that  Congress  has  been  oatragectisly 
imposed  upon  nnder  this  Clarke  and  Force  con- 
tract, and  that  Congress  is  not  bound  now,  in 
neither  honor  nor  equity,  to  fulfil  the  construc- 
tion now  attempted  to  be  put  npon  it.  Sir,  wo 
OQght  to  stop,  before  eontnbnting  an  additional 
sum  of  $20,000  to  the  sum  of  $20,000  already 
appropriated,  until  a  thorough  investigation  of 
tlie  subject  has  been  made  i>y  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  under  the  resolntioiL  of 
the  same  honorable  gentleman,  ad<q»ted  on  this 
morning  by  the  House. 

We  are  told,  further,  by  these  memorialists, 
that  Mr.  Hazard  pursued  his  plan  through  two 
volumes,  and  then  abandoned  it.  Why  did  ho 
abandon  iti  Because  the  magnitude  of  the 
enterprise  was  too  great  for  his  means,  and  be- 
cause Congress  refused  to  aid  him  sufficiently 
in  comparison  to  his  enterprise!  Ko  snch 
thing.  Congress  contributed  one  thousand 
dollars  towards  it  It  does  not  ippetf  that 
more  was  needed.  Bnt  ha  abandoned  it;  ve 
are  told  "  he  gave  up  the  work  in  consequence 
of  his  other  engagements,  and  no  one  has  dnce 
ventured  to  complete  li."  Such  is  the  history 
of  the  work  he  planned,  and  snob  is  the  plan 
of  the  work  presented  to  the  Congress  of  1833, 
to  induce  them  to  pass  the  act  under  which  the 
presttit  enormous  claim  of  Olarke  and  Force  is 
setup. 


MoxDJLT,  April  18. 

General  A^fpropriat ion  Bill—Ihevtnentary 
Mittorjf. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  dvil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  <rf  Government  ibr  the 

year  1886. 

The  bill  had  been  considered  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  the  question  immediately 
pending  was  on  concurring  with  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  to  strike  out  the  follow- 
ing clause :  '*  For  the  Documentary  History  of 
the  American  Bevolution,  per  act  of  2d  of 
March,  1888,  $20,000;  "  and 

Mft  CuTEB  moved  to  amend  the  clause  by 
directing  the  Secoretoiy  of  State  to  notify  Glarln 
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and  Force  to  dtscontiniie  the  said  work,  and  to 
ascertain  the  probable  amoiint  of  damages  that 
woold  be  jncarred  hj  rescinding  the  contract, 
and  to  report  the  some  to  Congress  at  the  next 

eession. 

Mr.  Pbabos,  of  Bhode  Island,  addressed  the 
Honse  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  the 
committee,  and  in  favor  of  retuning  the  claase. 
Messrs.  Vakdehpoel,  Glaboooe,  Thompson  of 
Sonth  OaroUna,  TovcBTf  Ohakbbbs  of  Penn- 
sylvaniiu  Etxbbit  and  AnaxB,  foQoired  on  the 
some  ride. 

Hr.  HABDnr  and  Ur.  BraoHSB  spoke  in  op- 
position. 

The  qaestion  recarred  on  concurring  irith 
the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  in  tiieir  report, 
being  to  strike  ont  the  clanse ;  and  it  was  far- 
ther debated  by  Mr.  Patton  of  Soath  Carolina, 
Mr.  Cats  Jouitson,  and  Mr.  Todoet. 

The  question  was  then  token  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  end  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — ^^eas  86,  m-ya  98. 


TuESDAT,  April  19. 
Deposit  Banit. 

67  general  consent,  the  Honse  proceeded  to 
conrider  the  following  resolntUm,  heretofore 
snhmltted  \ij  Mr.  DaoiiaooLi. 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  be 
directed  to  commanicate  to  this  Honee  full  infor- 
malioQ  of  the  mode  and  maoner  of  selecting  banks 
in  the  Beveral  States  or  Territo^es  for  the  deposit 
of  the  pablic  money  of  the  United  States ;  of  all 
contracts,  agreements,  or  Btiptdations,  entered  into 
iritbsoid  hanks  fior  the  safe  keeping  of  aud  moneys ; 
that  the  Secietafj  of  tiie  Treasory  also  state  what 
agents  hare  been  employed,  the  natnre  and  extent 
of  their  agency,  and  the  compensadon  which  such 
agents  luve  received  in  any  way  from  thf  Govern- 
mcut  of  the  United  States;  and  that  be  also  state 
what  officerfl  or  agents  on  the  part  of  said  banks 
have  in  any  way  putidpated  or  been  InBtriunental 
Id  the  fbroution  of  any  snch  contracts^  agreements, 
or  Btipuladons^  co Deeming  tho  deposit  and  saf^ 
keeping  of  s^d  moneys  in  said  banks. 

The  qnesUon  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wise  to  amend  tlie  resolution  by  strikiog  out  all 
alter  the  word  "  BesoWod,"  and  lusarling  tlie 
following: 

That  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  with  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  Inqnire  Into  the 
mode  or  agency  of  selecting  the  banks  of  depodt 
for  (he  pebUc  money ;  the  contracts  with  the 
Treasury  Deportment,  by  which  Uiey  are  regulated ; 
the  manner  in  which,  and  the  persons  by  whom, 
such  contracts  are  Or  have  been  made ;  into  all 
correspondence  wbatsoeTer  touching  contracts  for 
the  d^mdt  of  the  pnbUo  money }  and  into  all 
connecdon  or  reUtion,  official  or  unofficial,  which 
exiate,  or  has  existed,  between  any  person  or  per- 
sons and  the  Treasury  Department,  or  between 
them  and  the  deposit  banlcs,  or  any  individuals  or 
bsnks,  touching  the  custody  and  the  control  and 
dqwrit  of  the  pobUe  mcmey ;  or  between  any  de- 
partment of  the  SxeMttre,  and  any  inavldul  or 


individuals  or  banks,  touching  the  disbursements  of 
the  public  money,  appropriated  or  unappropriated 
by  law ;  and  into  the  amount  of  oompensataou  of 
any  or  all  ageola  whatsoeveir,  offidal  or  unofficial, 
connected  with  the  said  Department  or  sidd  banks, 
touching  the  disbursement,  safe  keeping,  or  de- 
posit, of  the  public  money ;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee havs  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  W18I  resumed  and  oonclnded  lus  re- 
marks in  support  of  his  motion, 

When  Mr.  Wise  had  concladed,  Mr.  Pbtto^ 
and  Mr.  Dbouooou  both  rising  nearly  at  the 
same  time,  the  Speaebb  gave  the  floor  t&  Mr. 
PErroN,  who  addressed  the  House. 

Mr.  Dbohooolb  replied  at  length  to  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Yir^nia  and  Tennessee,  (Messrs. 
Wise  and  Peyton.)  He  expressed  his  snrprise 
at  the  opposition  this  resolution  bad  met  with, 
aa  it  was  a  mere  ordinary  resolution  of  inquiry, 
such  as  were  almost  diuly  presented,  and 
agreed  to  without  a  question.  The  question 
was  this :  was  the  information  called  for  in  it 
desirable  to  be  placed  in  the  possession  of  the 
House?  He maintained-tiiat »  wasabsolntety 
■  essential  for  the  action  of  the  Honse  npcoi  U» . 
bill  regolatiag  the  pubUo  deposits.  Mr.  D. 
then  contended  that  the  information  called  foe 
was  fbll  and  ample ;  but  that,  if  the  response 
turned  out  to  be  nusatisfaotory,  his  ooUea^e 
might  then  extend  the  inquiry.  He  domed 
most  nneqnivocally,  in  reply  to  his  collei^e, 
that  the  effect  of  this  resolution  would  be  to 
smother  inquiry  or  to  suppress  the  truth ;  and 
he  repelled  the  idea  that  he  had  consoltoi  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  draughting  the 
resolution ;  but  he  was  onwilltng  to  condemn 
him,  or  any  other  officer,  unheard,  or  wlthont 
inTestigtttioD.  Again :  he  was  not  diroosed  to 
go  into  the  private  inquiry  embraced  in  the 
amendment  of  his  colleague.  He  could  not 
consent  that  a  resolution  asking  for  informal 
tion  from  the  head  of  a  Department  should  be 
supplanted  by  the  appointment  of  an  inquisi- 
torial committee;  founded,  too,  upon  the  as- 
sumption  guilt  on  the  part  of  that  ofBcer. 
It  would  be  prejudging  the  case,  and  no  good 
could  result  m>m  it.  But  Mr.  D.'s  resolution 
in  no  way  embarrassed  the  proposition  of  his 
colleague,  and  the  gentieman  might  continue 
to  urge  it  as  a  distinct  proposition,  either 
before  or  after  obtaining  the  required  informa- 
tion. Mr.  D.  dwelt  at  lengtii  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  craiclnded  by  iK^nng  the  resolu- 
tion no  bad  submitted  would  be  adopted;  and, 
that,  as  soon  as  practicably  tiiey  would  act  on ' 
the  bill  regulating  the  deposits  of  the  public 
money  in  certidn  foosl  banks ;  to  do  which  the 
information  called  tor  by  this  resolution  was 
essentially  necessary. 

Mr.  Fevtoh,  rose  merely  to  add  a  few  words, 
by  way  of  making  himself  perfectly  under- 
stood by  the  gentleman  fhnn  Yir^nia,  (Mr. 
Dbohgoole.)  He  would  regret  that  the  himor- 
able  gentleman  should  leave  his  seat  under  the 
impression  that  he  had  cast  the  sli^ust  shade 
of  miputation  on  his  motives.  Far,  very  &r, 
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from  it,  Mr.  Speaker.  Kothing  oonld  be  more 
oonelafdve  aa  to  the  oonfidiog  innocencj-  with 
which  the  honorable  gen^man  has  acted  than 
the  resolntion  which  he  haa  anhmitted  on  thia 
■abject,  by  which  he,  in  effect,  aaja  to  the 
Seantarr  of  the  Tnasarjf  '^a  yon  have 
recorded  your  lajmes,  if  ^oa  liaTO  enrolled 
your  infamy,  in  the  Departments,  do  sraid  it 
to  US,  if  yon  please."  This  la  the  extent  of  his 
inquiry;  no  more.  Why,  sir,  the  gentleman 
)s'not  omj  honeet  himself,  but  thinks  all  other 
men.eqnally  honest;  and  I  mnst  think  the 
gentleman  coniriders  them  a  little  silly  into  the 
bargun,  to  expect  confidently,  as  he  anrely  does, 
that  they  would  record  any  thing  leading  to  their 
own  crimination,or  oommnnlcate  it,  from  honor, 
if  they  had  done  so.  To  the  same  caose — ^the 
same  nnsospecting  simplicity  of  mind — ^mnst 
be  attribnted  the  fatal  motiona  which  be  made 
with  regard  to  the  executive  patronage  biU, 
and  that  for  the  amendment  of  the  cooatitn- 
tlon  In  relation  to  the  elecU<m  of  Freddent  and 
Yioe  Freddent  Jb.  Speaker,  I  am  grieved 
tlins  to  see  an  honesty  <»«dn1ona,  oonfidinr 
.  man,  nnversed  in  the  ways  of  this  wicked 
world,  thrown  into  this  Honse  and  this  party, 
to  be  used,  innocently  and  ignorantly  nsed, 
fbr  such  pnrposes.  Bnt,  sir,  if  any  tiling  is 
wanting  to  establish  the  gentleman's  cUum  to 
fbU  and  complete  innocency  in  this  whole 
transaction,  it  may  be  fonnd  in  the  fact  tliat 
he  attribnted  to  me  a  disposition  to  throw 
obstacles  in  the  way  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  regnlating  the  deposits,  when  it  is  noto- 
rious that  I  offered  a  resolntion  fixing  a  day  cer- 
tain for  the  oondderation  of  that  bill.  I  have 
moved  it — made  a  breakfast  spell  of  it — every 
morning  for  rix  weeks  I  No,  not  every  morning ; 
abottt,  upon  an  average  evnr  othv morning ;  as 
often  as  my  modesty  (far  1  have  a  great  r^ard 
for  modest;)  woold  allow.  Whereas  the  gentie- 
man  and  his  Mends,  "  the  party,"  have  voted 
every  morning  a^nst  fixing  any  day ;  for,  sir, 
I  was  willing  that  they  should  name  the  day 
for  the  connderation  of  the  bill  regulating  the 
deposits.  Yea,  sir,,  these  are  th«  facts ;  and 
yet  that  gentleman  honestiy  and  innocently 
believes  mat  I,  and  not  he  and  his  friends, 
have  been  endeavoring  to  thwart  that  measure. 
This  is  a  case,  a  plain  case,  as  mach  so  as  that 
of  the  Indian.  His  companion  had  been  shot, 
climbing  a  tree,  by  a  white  man.  They  had 
an  inveatigation  of  the  matter,  and  the  Indian 
asked  the  iriiito  man  why  he  shot  his  friend." 
"  I  took  him  for  a  bear,"  was  the  reply.  Says 
the  Indian,  with  a  stem,  inquiring  look, 
"  White  man  shoot  an  Indian  op  a  tree,  with 
red  le^ns  on,  for  a  bear  ? "  "  Yea.**  "Well, 
I'm  done."   I  am  done,  sb. 

Mr.  OAMBRKLXsa  called  for  the  orders  <tf  the 
day. 


[Ana,  18S9. 

Thttbbdat,  April  21. 
General  Appropriation  BiU, 
The  Honse  took  up  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  civil^and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  GovenimentB  for  the  year  1886. 

The  qneation  bdng  on  the  jSnid  pasaaee  of 
the  MIL 

I^jCbboib  moved  to  reoommlt  the  biU  to 
the  Oonmiittee  c£  the  Whcde  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  with  instniotiona  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priations  for  the  custom-house  at  New  -  York 
from  $800,000  to  $100,000,  and  providing  that 
the  total  cost  should  not  exceed  $500,000; 
and,  also,  to  add  another  section  to  the  bUI, 
enacting  that,  oat  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  received  in  the  years 
1682,  1838,  1834,  and  1886,  there  be  appro- 
priated, the  sum  of  $28,661,972,  for  t^e  com- 
mon use  and  l)enefit  of  the  several  Btat«s  of  the 
Union,  to  be  apportioned  among  tiiem  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  federal  or  representative 
nnmbers,  «nd  to  be  in  four  equal  qnar- 
l^rly  instalments,  to  the  treasorw  or  other 
proper  officer  of  each  ^ate,  r«^>ectively ;  the 
first  instalment  to  be  pud  on  the  lat  of  July 
next,  and  the  others  on  the  let  of  Octolier, 
January,  and  April,  ii^lowing;  with  a  provis- 
ion that  each  of  the  seven  new  States  should 
receive  10  per  oent.  in  addition  to  thor  allot- 
ment 

Ur.  OAMBSEumo  remarked  that  he  was  as 
anxious  as  any  gentieman  to  discuss  this  whole 
snlgect ;  but  he  hoped  the  appropriation  bill 
would  not  be  delayed  by  a  debate  on  the  sub- 
ject which  would  occupy  weeks,  or  perhaps 
months.  He  would  suggest,  however,  that 
when  tbe  army  bill  came  np,  it  wonld  pre- 
sent an  opportunity  to  bring  up  the  whole  an^ 
ject. 

Ur.  Uerceb  inquired  what  posdble  connec- 
tion bad  his  proportion  with  appropriations 
for  the  army? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENa  replied  by  referring  to  the 
proposed  appropriations  for  the  public  defences 
of  the  country,  which  wonld  open  the  whole 
discasEQon  on  the  surplus  revenue.  He  would 
merely  remark  that  there  was  every  probability 
that  in  1638,  '8d,  and  '40,  the  nublio  revenue 
would  not  exceed  two-tlurds  of  Uie  expenses  of 
the  Government, 

ySx.  Fbbsoh  said  that  he  was  in  &Tor  of 
difltribnting  among  the  States  the  nett  ]vo- 
oeeds  of  snrplns  money  arising  from  the  wles 
of  the  public  lands.  His  oonstittmita  were  in- 
tdligent  and  patHotie,  and  knew  as  wcU  as  be 
did  that  the  Congress  waa  under  paramount 
obligations,  first  to  apply  to  all  naticMial  ol^ects 
as  much  of  the  puUio  ttKmcj  as  the  public 
interest  and  service  required.  That  being  done, 
the  balance  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  pubUc 
lands  remained  to  be  disposed  of  b^  Congress. 
He  held  himself  incapable  of  deceiving  his  oon- 
Btitoente;  and  every  pledgo  made  should  be, 
on  his  part,  honest^  redeemed.  They  would 
not  e^ect,  hovaw,  mndk  lesa  nqtfre  of 
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him,  ia  the  discharge  of  his  daties  here,  to 
depart  from  the  established  usages  of  legifila- 
tioD,  and  jeopard  the  passage  of  the  bill  under 
consideration,  by  aa  amendment  'which,  if 
added  to  the  biU,  might  and  probably  would 
defeat  it. 

He  oonld  not  oonoor  vlOi  the  honiHrable 
gentiemaa  in  InoonMHrating  in  Ubia  tnU  the 
amendment  i>ropOfle£ 

Mr.  BpsiaHT  sud  he  ooold  not  say,  as  his 
Mend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Fbeboh)  had  sud, 
that  if  this  proposition  were  to  come  forward  in 
a  proper  manner  he  would  vote  for  it ;  for  Mr. 
S.  conld  not  vote  for  it  in  any  form,  much  less 
conid  he  do  BO  when  it  was  attached  to  the 
cItU  list  bill,  which,  if  passed  with  anoh  an 
amendment,  as  every  gentleman  knew,  would 
Jeopard  its  passage.  Mr.  B.  said  he  looked 
upon  the  principle  contuned  in  the  prop<^tion 
as  one  of  the  moat  obnoxioas  ever  presented 
to  the  Amerioaa  Ckmgress;  and,  as  it  waa  a 
saltject  which  had  somewhat  aritated  the 
pumio  mind  in  his  State,  he  shomd,  when  it 
came  up  la  doe  form,  ask  permission  of 
the  Hbiua  to  g^ve  his  views  on  it.  For  the 
present  he  forbore,  because  he  deemed  it  Im- 
pn^ter;  and  he  therefore  demanded  the  pre- 
vious qnestion. 

The  previoua  question  was  -seconded — eyes 
88,  noes  64. 

The  Chaib  remarked,  that  if  the  House 
ordered  the  main  question  to  be  put,  it  would 
be  oD  the  passage  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Kebobh.  If  the  Chair  so  decide,  I  appeal 
from  the  decision,  I  contend  1^  uie  main 
qnesticm  willf  be  on  the  oommitment  of  the 
bin. 

The  Chais  stated  the  question.  The  bill  had 
been  read  the  third  time,  and  the  qoertton  was 
on  its  passage.  The  gentleman  mm  Yii^ia 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill  irith  certain  instruc- 
ti<ms.  The  previous  question  was  moved  and 
seconded;  and  there  oonid  be  but  one  main 
question,  and  that  would  be  on  the  passage  of 
the  hilL  The  previous  question  out  all 
amendment,  all  debate.  The  only  motions 
which  conld  be  entertained  after  the  previoua 
question  was  ordered,  was  to  a4ioani,  or  to 
lay  on  the  table.  The  rule  and  the  practice  of 
the  House  were  plain  and  explicit  on  this  point. 

Mr.  "WiLUAMs,  of  Korth  Carolina,  aaked  for 
ihe_  yeas  aud  nays  on  the  previous  quration ; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were : 

Yras.— Ueasrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley,  Bean,  Boon, 
Bouldin,  Boree,  Boyd,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Bums,  Cam' 
breleng,  Garr,  Casey,  Ghaney,  Gh^nnan,  Ghapin,  John 
F.  H.  Claibofne,  derdmd,  Gofibe,  Coles,  Gonnor, 
Cramer,  Ouhnun,  DkkmoB,  Doubleday,  Drm^le, 
Fairfield,  Fariin,  Fowler,  Ptendi,  Fry,  William  K. 
Fuller,  James  Oariand,  6illet,  Qlascock,  Orftutlnnd, 
Haley,  Bamer,  Hann^an,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Eawes, 
Hawldna,  Haynes,  Howard,  Huntington,  Huntsman, 
In^ara,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarris,  Josei^  Johnson,  R. 
M.  Johnson,  Gave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jonea,  Boyar 
mfaiJoiLes,  Jada(m,Kenno&,EUgore,Kinnard,  Kling- 
finamith,  i«niing,  Lawler^  Oideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee, 


Leonard,  Loysll,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Ab^ah  Mann,  Job 
Uann,  tUrUn,  John  Y.  Hasoa,  William  Haaon,  Moses 
tfason,  May,  HcEeon,  UcKim,  McLene,  Uonteom^, 
Uoigan,  Owens,  Page,  Pariis,  Patterson,  F^klhi 
Pearce,  Dutee  J.  Pearoe,  Fettigrew,  Phelpe,  John 
Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Seymour,  ^elds,  Shhm, 
Sicblea,  Smith,  Speight,  Standefer,  Sutherland,  Thom- 
as, John  Thomson,  Touoey,  Towns,  TotitI!,  Vander- 
poel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Webster^IOS. 

Hats. — Heasis.  Adams,  Chilton  AUan,  Heman  Al- 
len, Bdley,  Bell, Bond, Jdba  OalhooLWllUam  B. Cal- 
houn, Campbell,  Oeime  CStambers,  ChUds,  Nadutdd 
H.  Claibwne,  Claik,  &rwin.  Crane,  DaiUogton,  De- 
berry,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett,  Fhilo  C.  Fuller,  Gran- 
ger, Grayson,  Griflin,  miand  Hall,  Hard,  Hwdin, 
Hariao,  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Hdster,  Hoar,  Howdl, 
Hunt,  IngersoU,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifni', 
Henry  Jwnson,  Lane,  Lawienoe,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
Lewla,Lincoln,  Love,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  HcOarty, 
McComaa,  McKay,  McEennan,  Mercer,  UiUigao, 
Morris,  James  A.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Phillipa,  Potts, 
Reed,  Bencher,  Robertson,  Russell,  William  B.  Shep- 
ard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Sloane,  Epangler, 
Storer,  Taliaferro,  Wi^y  Thompson,  Underwood, 
Tinton,  W|ddiwkm,  WUttlesey,  Lewis  Wliliama— 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main 
question  be  now  put,  whldi  the  Chaib  stated 
would  be  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Meboeb  then  appealed  from  the  deciuon 
of  the  Chiur,  and  contended  that  the  main 
question  was  on  the  oommitment  of  the  bill 

Mr.  Spbioht  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Mkhokb,  and  in  favor  of  the  decidon  of 
the  Ohur. 

Mr.  itoBOBR  th&L  .withdrew  his  appeal,  stating 
that  he  was  satisfied  he  was  correct  in  his 
views  on  this  subject 

The.bill  was  then  passed. 


KramxT,  April  S6. 

Proeeedt  of  the  Publio  landt. 

The  House  resumed  tiie  consideration  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Kentu(^y  Legislature, 
in  favor  of  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  |)ublio  lands. 
.  The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WnxmiB,  <tf  Kentucky^  refer  the  reaolutionB 
to  file  Oommittee  of  ways  and  Means,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  aforesaid  among  the  several 
States,  for  purposes  of  internal  improvemuits 
and  education. 

Mr.  Ha. was  addressed  the  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  departed  ^m  the  sub*' 
ject  of  the  resolutions,  in  order  to  answer 
other  gentlemen ;  and  I  shall  now  say  a  few 
words  in  relation  to  them.  The  one  proposi- 
tion ia  to  divide  the  proceeds  tiie  public 
lands  among  the  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
education  and  internal  improvement ;  and  the 
other,  which  stands  in  opposition,  is  the  pro- 
ject of  the  able  and  indeiatigable  representa- 
tive from  Hlimri^  (Mr.  Oaskt,)  who  is  ever 
attentive  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by  his 
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oonstHneiits,  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  hmds, 
and  thns  open  a  door  to  their  actual  Bettlement 
hy  the  haray  jeomaiUT'  of  the  land.  Believ- 
iug,  aa  I  do,  that  the  first  propontioa  will 
prostrate  the  interests  of  the  West,  make  tliat 
portion  of  the  Union  tribatarj  and  subservient 
to  the  Eastern  and  Southern  States,  and  para- 
lyze ^e  arm  of  exertion  and  indnstiy,  without 
corresponding  benefits,  I  am  foroed  to  vote 
against  it  I  am  a  Western  man.  I  represent 
a  portion  of  the  people  of  that  count^,  and 
(thoQ^  there  are  no  public  lands  in  Eeotuoky) 
I  cannot  be  instrumental  in  prostrating  the  in- 
terests of  onr  fliater  States;  to  Innd,  inaiiaol& 
sell,  and  driver  ih«n  over  to  the  balance  of 
the  Union.  Let  the  other  States  but  once 
revel  in  the  spoils  wrested  from  the  West, 
and  where  is  tiie  remedy  in  case  we  should 
wish  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands  ? 
Shall  we  act  on  the  principles  of  the  monarchies 
of  Europe,  keep  large  forests  and  huutlng- 
pronnds,  to  be  the  abode  of  beasts  of  prey? 
or  shall  we,  for  a  smaU  consideration,  open 
tliem  to  the  actual  occupation  of  the  honest 
I'nrmer  and  his  fiunily  1 

This  is  the  tme  question  to  be  decided ;  and, 
for  myself,  I  would  prefer  to  see  the  land  occu- 
]iied  by  a  prosperous  and  industrious  popula- 
tion, surrounded  by  peace,  plenty,  and  h^pi- 
ness,  wltii  the  ^^orions  privilege  to  say  this 
is  my  own,  and  no  one  can  wrest  it  from  me, 
than  draw  from  them  and  ttieir  little  ohea 
their  hard-earned  dollars,  to  be  lavished  in 
wild  and  reckless  profun<»i  among  the  States 
«f  this  confederacy.  The  people  should  never 
i)e  taxed  to  a  greater  amount  than  is  actually 
i:ecessary  for  an  economical  Government;  and 
whenever  the  receipts  exceed  the  expenditures, 
the  burdens  ought  to  be  removed  to  that  extent, 
f  will  not,  by  any  vote  of  mine,  ask  the  people 
to  look  up  to  the  General  Government  as 
Huperior  to  themselTes ;  or,  in  other  words,  I 
will  not  recognize  the  claim  of  the  Government 
to  ooUect  more  ftom  the  peofde  than  is  actually 
iiecesBary  for  authorized  and  wmstitatioDal 
purposes.  I  cannot  recognize  the  right  d  Gon- 
tireaa  to  say  to  the  6tat^  what  they  shidl  and 
what  tiiey  ahall  not  do  with  the  dividends. 
They  ahall  not  say  to  us — do  this,  and  do  that ; 
impend  this  amount  in  internal  improvement, 
and  that  in  education.  Sir,  this  education  is 
another  scheme  of  the  aristocracy  to  appro- 
priate the  whole  to  their  own  benefit  The 
schools  wUl  be  established  in  the  towns  alone, 
and  no  provision  made  for  the  country :  and 
hence  the  great  body  of  the  people  will  re- 
ceive no  benefit,  while  the  wealthiest  portion 
of  the  community  rei^  the  whole.  I  need 
dwell  no  Icmger  on  thia  subject,  for  the  weakest 
mind  can  discover  its  i^ration  at  the  first 
glance,  and  that  operation  will  be  to  make  the 
rich  richer,  and  the  poor  poorer;  to  throw 
abundance  into  the  lap  of  wealth,  and  take 
away  the  hard-earned  and  scanty  subsist- 
ence of  pover^ ;  the  amount  oS  all  whidi  is, 
that  lSb»  mai^  Moome  dependent  aa.  the  ftw, 
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and  thus  destroys  equality  of  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  drives  liberty  from  our  happy  and 
prosperous  land.  Mr.  Speaker,  here  i«  the  last 
foothold  and  resting-place  of  liberty  In  this 
world ;  it  ia  the  only  land  where  men  enjoy 
rights  and  privileges  on  equality;  it  is  the 
home  of  &e  oppressed  all  nations,  climes, 
and  countries ;  and,  for  myself,  I  will  not  aid 
in  the  subversion  of  this  glorious  &brie,  so 
nobly  sustained  by  our  ancestors,  and  so  gener- 
ously handed  down  to  ua  for  preservation. 


Fbidat,  April  29. 

The  Hon.  Tmnus  T.  Wninmn,  of  Coa- 
necticut.  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  ttf  the  Hon.  Zalmok 
WiLDHAS,  qtpeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat 


TcESDAT,  Hay  8. 
IkaShqfMr.  Bwhtard  J.  Maiutinff. 

Mr.  PiHOEHET  rose  and  addressed  the  House 
to  the  following  effect : 

Mr.  Spea^ :  Oftaa  as  Death  has  already 
been  amongst  us  this  sesrion,  he  lias  again  altered 
within  these  walla,  and  taken  another,  and  one 
of  the  most  excellent  members  of  this  honor- 
able body.  Yes,  rir^  Death  has  again  been 
amongst  ns;  and  it  is  in  consequence  of  one 
<tf  ttioae  siKlden  and  awful  dispensations  of 
Divine  Providence,  to  which,  however  painMly 
we  may  feel  them,  it  ia  onr  duty  to  submit 
that  I  now  rise  to  announce  to  this  House'  the 
decease  of  my  late  honored  and  lamented  col- 
league, KiOHABD  J.  HAjnuNo.  Hc  left  this  city 
on  Friday  last,  on  a  visit  to  I^iladelphia,  and 
died,  as  I  am  informed,  at  that  place,  on  Sun- 
day evening,  of  a  hemorrhogej  produced  by  the 
rupture  ol  a  blood  vessel  in  lus  lungs.  Bmely, 
if  ever  there  was  an  event  which  oonld  teach 
ns  "wluit  poor  shadows  we  are,  and  what 
shadows  we  pursue,"  this  Is  (me  wUcih  should 
impress  that  lesson  deeply  on  our  minds.  But 
a  few  days  ago  he  was  here,  in  his  place  upon 
thia  fioor,  in  the  pride  of  intellect  and  vigw  oi 
manhood,  mingling  freely  with  hisfbUow-mem- 
bers,  partaking  the  cares  and  honors  of  legis- 
lation, and  discharging  the  high  duties  of  a 
representative  of  Ihe  people  in  the  councils  (tf 
the  nation.  Now  he  is  numbered  with  the  nient 
dead.  I  know  that  it  is  customary,  upon  occa- 
sions of  this  kind,  to  deliver  eulogies  upon  the 
characters  of  departed  members.  But  I  shall 
make  no  such  attempt  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion. I  could  hot  do  justice  to  suon  a  character 
as  his.  To  say  that  he  was  a  man  of  sound 
Judgment  and  extensive  information — a  gentle- 
man, in  the  strictest  signification  of  the  term— 
a  man  <tf  sterling  honor  and  integrity—a  de- 
voted husband  and  most  tender  parent— pure 
and  irreproachable  in  all  the  rations  of  lif^ — 
all  this  18  true,  perfectly  true,  and  yet  it  oon- 
but  a  poOT  idea  m  the  beaatmd  dnster 
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of  noble  and  estimable  qualities  that  were  con- 
centrated in  Mm.  He  waa  more  than  all  this. 
He  was,  emphatically,  a  patriot,  vho  disdu^ed 
all  his  dntwB  to  his  coon'taT'  with  ardor  and 
fidelity ;  and  he  was  a  aiooere  and  eonustent 
Ohriati^  who  adorned  the  doctrine  of  his 
Lord  and  Saviour.  He  died,  like  a  patriot,  in 
the  service  of  hia  country;  and  his  life  as  a 
Christiaa  assures  me  that  he  is  now  reposing 
in  the  bosom  of  his  God. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  high  estimation  in 
which  he  was  held  by  the  people  of  his  native 
State,  it  will  suffice  to  observe  that  he  was 
repeatedly  elected  to  the  L^slatnre  of  South 
GaroUna.  once  nnanimonsly  chosen  Governor 
of  that  State,  and  twice  elevated  to  a  seat  in 
Oongreas.  In  times  of  the  bitterest  party 
contention  In  South  OaroliniL  he  retained  the 
nnqnalified  respect  of  his  poutioal  opponents, 
nor  do  I  believe  he  had  a  personal  enemy. 
Bat  all  his  talents,  all  his  virtnoBf  all  his  noble 
qualities  of  head  and  heart,  could  not  save 
him  from  the  grasp  of  the  destroyer.  He  is 
e — gone  from  me,  whom  he  honored  with 
iMendsbip — gone  fixim  this  House,  which 
he  adorned  by  bis  virtues.  His  place  here  will 
know  him  no  more.  He  cannot  listen  to  the 
poor  tribute  I  throw  upon  his  tomb.  He  can- 
not witness  the  deep  and  respectful  sympathy 
mamfested  by  this  honorable  body.  No,  sir, 
heisgone;  and  all  thatwecan'do  is,  to  lament 
his  loss,  and  imitate  hia  virtues,  and  pay  to  his 
memory  the  unavmlable  honors  of  the  dead. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  aSse  the  foUoving  resolu- 
tions for  adoption  by  the  House: 

1.  Jtesolved,  utumimaudy^  That  this  House  has 
received  with  deep  r^ret  toe  meUucholy  intelligence 
of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Richard  J.  tf  ahximo,  a 
RepresentBtiTe  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

S.  Jtuolved,  ttnoKunoiMly,  That  this  House  tender 
the  exprecdon  of  Hbxar  sympathy  to  the  relatives  of 
the  deceased,  upon  this  moumM  event;  and,  in 
testimony  of  regret  for  his  loss  and  respect  for  his 
memory,  the  members  will  wear  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  reaolutitmrf  having  been  tmanimonaly 
adopted, 

Mr.  Ttsokski  moved  that  a  message  he  sent 
to  the  SenateL  informing  that  body  of  the 
death  of  the  H<h).  Bkihasd  J.  JLkssaxa. 

The  SraAKBB  sud  that  sni^  a  message  would 
be  sent  to  the  Senate  as  a  matter  of  oourse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pinokkbt, 

The  House  then  a^oumed. 
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U«liefof(he  Diatrict  of  Columbia. 

The  House  proceeded,  in  further  execution 
<tf  the  spechd  order  of  the  1st  of  ApriL  to  the 
cooperation  of  the  "bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
eoiTKHrate  Mties  of  the  District  of  Oolumbia." 

The  amendmeolB  agreed  to  In  tlie  Oommlttee 
of  the  Whole  were  oonoorred  in. 


[a  OF  B. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the 
amendments  of  the  House  to  the  Senate's,  bill 
to  he  oigrossed,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmi^Te— yeas  109,  nays  71. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


Tdesdat,  May  10. 
Mmageyrom  the  Pre^dent —  United  StaUt  and 
France — Payment  of  the  delayed  InttaUnmtt, 
The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States : 

WiBHiKaioir,  Jfay  10, 1886. 

To  the  Senate  and  Bouae  of  SepreeentaUve*  : 

Infonnation  has  been  received  at  the  IVeasniy 
Department,  that  the  four  inetalmenta  under  our  treaty 
wiUi  France  hare  been  paid  to  (he  agent  of  the 
United  States.  In  communicating  this  satisfactory 
tennination  of  our  controversy  with  France,  I  fed 
assured,  that  both  Houses  of  Congress  wUl  unite 
with  me  in  dcaring  and  belie  ring  that  the  antidpar 
tions  of  a  restoration  of  the  andent  cordial  relatlona 
between  the  two  countries,  expressed  in  my  former 
messages  on  this  subject,  will  be  nteedily  realized. 
No  proper  exertion  of  mine  shall  be  wanting  to 
efihce  the  imembrance  of  those  misconceptions  that 
have  tempCHwily  int^rnpted  the  accustomed  inter- 
coune  betweoL  them. 

Ain>BEW  JACKSON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howabd,  the  Message  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Beuttions, 
and  ordered  to  bo  printed. 


MoimAT,  May  10. 
BtUifof  th*  JHitriet  of  CohtwMa. 

Ifr.  W.  B.  Skkpabd  hoped  the  House  would 
take  np  and  consider  tlie  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  several 
corporate  cities  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  Mahit,  of  New 
York,  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  said'  bill ;  which  was  a^eed 
to. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Shepabd  moved  that  the  Honse 
concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

[The  Senate's  amendment  provided  that  the 
stock  of  the  corporations  should  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as 
a  pledge  of  the  assumption  by  the  Goveniment 
of  the  Holland  loan ;  and  that  officer  is  anthor- 
ized,  at  any  time  deemed  most  favorable  within 
ten  years,  to  sell  the  same,  and  reimburse  the 
United  States  for  the  amount  advanced ;  and  if 
the  stock  thns  sold  should  yield  more  than 
sufficient  to  pay  the  debt  to  tiie  Government^ 
that  the  excess  viall  be  paid  over  to  the  several 
corporations  of  the  District.] 

Mr.  Wise  said :  In  order  to  test  the  sense 
of  the  House,  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and 
amendments  on  the  table,  and  asked  for  tiie 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion;  which  were 
ordered  and  were— yeas  7B,  nays  106, 

So  the  House  reflised  to  Is^  the  bill  on  the 
table,  and  the  amendment  was  snhsequently  wm- 
onrredln. 
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Ttodat,  liaj  17. 

Mr.  AsAKB  asked  tbe  consent  of  tbe  House 
to  rabmit  the  following  iwilatioiu: 

Retolved,  That  tbe  Mdent  of  tbe  United  States 
be  leqnested  to  commdnicmte  to  this  House,  If  not 
iocompatible  irltti  the  pnblio  interest,  txtpvea  any 
overture  mitde  stnee  tbe  8d  of  Uarcb,  1829,  b;  hia 
aothority,  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Vexican 
States,  for  the  acqtudtion  by  the  United  States  of 
any  portion  of  tbe  tenitoiiea  of  Mexico ;  and  copies 
of  all  camqxHtdence  between  the  two  Oovemmenta 
rdiding  thereto,  and  upon  any  question  of  bonndaiy 
existing  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

^$olved,  That  Ha  Frerident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  ibia  House,  if  not 
incompaUble  with  the  public  Interest,  a  copy  and 
trandations  of  any  law,  decree,  or  ordinance  of  tbe 
Mexican  republic,  abolishing  slavery  within  the  terri- 
tones  thcveof,  which  may  be  in  the  poasesdon  of  tiie 
eyecttliTe  department  Ol  the  United  StateaL 


WXDSBBDAT,  Hl^  18. 

Abolition  Petitiont — Report  of  the  Select  Com- 
mitUe,  Mr.  Pinekaejf  the  Chairman. 

Hr.  PracKNiY,  on  leave,  presented  a  report 
from  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of  tiio 
abolition  of  slaveir-  Upon  makingtbis  report, 
Hr.  F,  remarked  that  it  had  received  the 
unanimous  assent  of  the  comiuittee,  and  be 
trusted  it  would  meet  the  unanimous  {proba- 
tion of  the  House.  By  their  instraction  of  the 
oommittee,  he  moved  iMt  it  he  read  and  printed. 

ICr,  Kkbokr  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on 
tlie  table^  without  reading,  and  printed. 

Ur.  Clubobne,  of  UissisBmpi,  asked  for  the 
reading  of  the  report ;  which  was  accordingly 
done. 

The  reading  occupied  aiwut  an  houi;  and 
a  half.  The  report  oondnded  wiUi  the  follow- 
ing reaolatioiu: 

Seaolved,  That  Gongiess  poeeesBea  no  constitu- 
tioDal  authority  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the 
lu^tioa  of  slavery  in  any  of  tbe  States  of  this 
endbdenpy. 

Retolved,  Ttiat  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere 
In  any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colombia. 

And  wliereas  it  is  extremely  imptniant  and  desir^ 
able  that  the  agitation  of  this  sut^ect  eboold  be 
finally  arrested,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  restoring  tran- 
quillity to  the  public  ndnd,  your  oommittee  respect- 
fiilly  recommend  the  adoption  Hbe  iUlowlng  addi- 
tional resolution,  viz : 

Jieaoivad,  That  all  petitions,  memotiala,  resda- 
tioDS,  proporitlons,  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way, 
OTtoanyeztratwhataoever,  tothe  sntgectcrfsnveiy, 
«r  the  abolition  ttf  dav^,  shall,  without  bong 
either  {Rioted  or  referred,  belaid  upon  the  table,  and 
tibat  BO  flirther  actim  nhatever  shall  be  had  themm. 

Ifr.  PiHCKSKT  was  instrocted  to  move  that 
8,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  be  {ninted. 

Ifr.  'WuB  ssid  that  tills  repmt  had  at  length 
come;  he  never  einieoted  h  would  have  oome; 
and  it  was  predae^  aaoh  a  doonment  as  he 
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aiUa<^>ated;  and  his  protest,  for  one,  went 
much  Atrther  than  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
^ntnd^,  (Ifr.  Habdih.)  He  saw  everything 
in  it  to  arouse  the  feelings  against  it  even  more 
than  agunst  the  abolition  memorials  tiiein- 
selves.  If  Southern  men  adt^ted  thia  rqxnt  to 
sustain  th^  prinmples,  thej  would  be  mnch 
mistaken.  There  was  not  one  groond  in  the 
whole  report,  long  as  it  was,  for  Bouthera  men 
to  rest  a  foot  upon.  But  be  had  been  most 
disappointed  in  tnis  report,  because  its  author 
had  not  kq>t  his  fiuth  with  Ur.  W.  There 
had  been  an  express  pledge  given  to  him,  that 
the  groond  would  be  taken  in.  the  report,  that 
Oongreas  had  not  the  power  to  abolish  alavuy 
in  tiie  District  of  Cdnmlna.  He  r»eated  that 
this  pledge  had  be«i  distincUy  made  to  him, 
that  no  report  should  be  made,  unless  that 
ground  shonld  be  taken ;  and  he  saw  no  such 
ground  taken  in  the  re^ort^.  The  whole 
amount  of  what  was  oontamed  in  the  report 
was,  that  it  waa  not  expedient  now  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District.  Mr.  W.  said  there 
were  petitions  and  resolutions  laid  before  the 
committee,  of  which  no  notice  had  been  taken ; 
and  the  committee  bad  only  announced,  in 
relation  to  tbe  States,  what  every  one  knew, 
that  these  States  had  declared  that  Congress 
had  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia^  He  did  not  consider  the  report 
as  a  defence  of  Southern  interest,  nor  as  an  ex- 
presrion  of  Southern  feeling. 

Ur.  Thomfsoh,  of  South  Oaroliaa,  would  not 
allow  one  moment  to  pass  without  his  un- 
measured denunciation  of  the  report  just  read, 
lie  felt  called  upon  to  do  so,  that  it  should  not 
go  to  the  world  with  the  authority  of  the 
name  (not  of  the  individual  who  had  presented 
it,  but)  of  the  State  from  which  he  came. 
He  had  listened  in  vain  for  one  South  Carolina 
argument,  or  one  honest  burKting  out  of  the 
feelinp  of  a  South  Carolinian ;  not  of  a  South 
CaroUnian  from  ge(^niphy  only,  but  one  who 
has  a  head  to  see  the  dangers  that  await  ua, 
and  a  heart  that  does  not  E^rink  from  meeting 
them.  Instead  of  a  oool,  firm,  and  fixed  pur* 
pose  to  stand  xtpaa  the  rights  the  chartered 
rights,  ot  the  South,  what  have  we!  An 
abanwnunent  of  those  rights;  stale  faomiUes 
about  union  and  fanaticism ;  puerile  rtutwie, 
and  jeenitical  sophi^ry.  When  the  report 
squints  even  at  the  constitutional  argament, 
it  shrinks  back  from  declaring  it  nnconatita- 
tlooal,  and  mollifies  with  the  phrase  "vlolatioa 
of  the  public  faith."  Why  not  speak  out! 
The  chairman  of  that  committee  assured  me 
and  my  friend  from  Yir^^a,  (Ur.  Wisb,)  and 
others  who  were  known  to  stand  on  the  third 
parallel  on  this  question,  that  he  would  not 
report  at  all  unless  with  the  distinct  assertion 
of  the  principle  thi^  Congress  had  no  consti- 
tutional power  to  legislate  upon  slavery  in  this 
District  And  how  has  this  pledge  been  re- 
deemed! Paling  declaration  of  "violatioa  of 
paUic  fbith."  fir.  T.  desired  to  hear  lesa  of 
the  public  Uth  from  we  BO  regardlesB  of  private 
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ftith.  ICr.  T.  Tonld  net,  if  he  could  fairly 
avoid  it,  send  the  repmt  to  the  printer ;  he 
wonld  rather  oommit  It  to  the  flames  or  to  the 
hanffinan. 

tir.  Owxsa  said  the  document  must  speak 
for  itself.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  commits 
tee  to  Lave  the  document  printed,  so  that  it 
might  be  fairly  understood,  and  might  be  a 
Eu^ect  of  deliberation  hereafter;  bnt  no  one 
had  anticipated  a  debate  on  it  at  this  stage. 
Mr.  O.  concluded  by  moving  to  print  thirty 
thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report. 

Hr.  Ha, WES  vaa  convinced,  from  the  aign- 
nients  of  gentlemen,  that  this  r«>ort  on^t  to 
be  printed.  Ko  sooner  was  nis  very  long 
r^>ort  read,  in  the  preparation  of  which  the 
cmnmittee  bad  been  engaged  weeks  upon  weeks, 
than  one  gentleman  from  the  South  rose  in  his 
place  and  said  he  could  not  vote  for  it,  because 
it  contained  snoh  and  such  matters.  Another 
from  the  South  rose  and  said  that  he  would  go 
for  printing  the  doooraent,  because  he  consid- 
ered it  as  going  to  allay  the  excitement  at  the 
South ;  and  this  difference  of  opinion  he  con- 
sidered as  the  strongest  reason  why  the  docu- 
ment sboold  be  printed.  His  constitufflita 
would  not  permit  him  to  form  an  opinion  for 
them  in  this  matter ;  they  wonld  reqaire  the 
report  itself  to  be  submitted  to  them ;  and  he 
thought  the  gentleman  tnm.  Yir^nia  had  gone 
raster  far  in  speaking  for  his  eonstitnents. 

Hr.  Patton  wished  to  state  his  reasons  for 
voting  to  print  this  document.  He  should  not 
only  vote  to  print  the  usual  nnmher,  bnt  he 
would  vote  to  print  any  reasonable  extra 
number.  The  report  was  presented  to  him 
as  the  result  of  the  labors  of  a  committee 
which  had  been  raised  to  take  into  considera- 
tion a  most  interesting  an^  exciting  subject. 
He  had  not  concurred  with  the  House  in  the 
course  it  thought  proper  to  puisne  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  he  was  not  of  opinion  that  it 
was  the  most  pmdent  and  Judicious  course,  and 
he  had  not  changed  in  (^miou.  He  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  raat  the  expeetations  of  gentle* 
men  wonld  be  finutrated  and  disappointed. 
Kotwithstandhig  this,  he  would  be  in  lavor  of 
having  the  report  sake  the  usual  oourse. 

Hr.  BoBBBTSOH  contended  that  tiie  report 
yielded  to  Congress  the  right  to  abolish  slaTOry 
in  this  District,  and  yielded  every  thing  which 
the  'abolitionists  could  have  expected  when 
they  sent  their  petitions  there.  He  bad  heard 
the  report  read,  he  wonld  not  say  with  snrpriae, 
bnt  with  deep  mortification  and  regret ;  because 
it  was  not  cslonlated  to  put  the  South  upon 
the  ground  which  she  ought  to  occupy;  and 
the  resolutions  did  not  go  to  the  extent  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
coontiy.  Hr.  B.  ocmtended  that  the  printing 
of  a  doeoment  was  left  to  the  diacretion  of  the 
House,  and  he  thonj^t  in  the  present  instance 
tiiey  should  not  print  Kr.  K.  ooneladed  by 
moving  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  select 
Committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a  resoln- 
tion  that  Congreas  does  not  poaaeaa  the  oonsti- 


[H.  or  R. 

tntional  power  to  abolish  alaveryki  the  DisMct 
of  Colombia  or  the  Territories. 

Mr.  Thohson,  Ohio,  did  not  rise  to  di»- 
ousB  the  question.  It  had  ahtody  been  too 
much  disoQssed.  He  moved  the  previous  qnea- 
tion. 

.  Mr.  PracKNBT  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
withdraw  the  motionfor  a  moment.  He  desired 
merely  to  say  that  the  report  4^d  not,  as  hod 
been  stated,  yield  the  constitutional  power  to 
Congress  of  abolishing  slavery  in  the  District. 
AJl  assertions  of  the  kind  were  ^ossly  incorrect. 

The  debate  was  here  arrest^  by  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  for  which  the  role  had  been 
suspended. 


Thtibbdat,  May  19. 
Mr.  PtTtabuy^t  Mgtort  on  AboliUim  Petitim*. 

The  House  resnmed,  as  the  unfinished  bu^- 
ness  of  yesterday,  the  consideration  of  the 
report  and  resolutions  from  the  select  commit- 
tee on  the  subject  of  the  aboUtiw  alavaiy 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
RoBEBTsoH  to  reoommit  the  report,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a  resolution  deckring  that 
Congress  has  no  constitutional  power  to  inter- 
im with  the  Bul^ect  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia^ 

Mr.  BTKim,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
spoke  at  considerable  length.  He  observed 
that  it  had  been  stud  by  certain  gentiemen  that 
they  were  disappointed  in  the  report ;  that  it 
was  jost  snch  a  report  as  had  been  anticipated 
by  them.  In  reply  to  that,  Mr.  B,  sud  that 
the  opposition  to  this  report  was  just  such 
identical  opposition  as  he  had  anticipated.  He 
was  prepared  to  expect  that  the  report  would 
not  meet  the  approbation  of  certain  gentlemen 
in  that  House,  and  he  was  not  at  all  sarprised 
at  this  opposition.  It  was  surprising  that  gen- 
tiemen were  prepared,  as  by  intuition,  to  con- 
demn a  report  of  immense  length;  and  4hst 
these  ^tionen  perfectly  onderatood  the  re- 
port without  having  it  pmted  for  exaimnaiioD. 
it,  however,  the  statements  of  gentlemen  vfao 
had  opposed  the  printing  of  the  report  were 
to  be  token  as  good  for  any  thing,  it  was  tho 
strongest  evidence  that  the  report  should  be 
printed  for  the  consideration  or  tbat  body  and 
of  the  nation.  It  was  due  to  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  committee  who  had  made 
that  report,  that  it  should  be  printed,  becaase 
his  motives  and  his  reasons  had  been  denounced 
on  that  floor,  and  this  document  ^ould  be 

firinted  as  his  defence.  He  ought  to  have  it 
aid  before  the  people,  who  were  to  judge  him. 
It  would  be  an  act  of  ^justice  of  the  most 
crying  kind  to  refhse  to  print  this  docninent; 
that  gentleman  had  a  right  to  be  heard  before 
that  House  and  before  ue  country. 

Mr.  B.  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  would 
sanction  every  sentiment  and  every  principle 
laid  down  in  this  report ;  but  he  was  prepared 
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to  Bay  tfaat  he  mmld  look  into  it,  and  give  it 
bifl  impaiiiBl  consideration,  and  he  felt  himself 
free  to  act  after  readiog  it  Bnt  the  gentleman 
ftx^m  Virginia  (Ur.  Robsbtson)  had  stated  that 
the  report  surrendered  every  thing  to  the  aboli- 
tionista  It  was  a  mistake.  2Telt£er  the  House 
nor  the  report,  so  far  aa  met  his  observation,  sur-. 
rendered  every  thing  to  the  abolitioniflta.  The 
Tery  objed;  which  uie  abolitionists  contended 
for  had  been  met  by  the  Honse,  and  refased 
them.  Attempts  bad  been  made  to  oast  impu- 
tations on  the  party  with  whom  he  acted  in 
relation  to  this  subject ;  and^  if  it  was  not  out 
of  order,  he  would  call  upon  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  who  had  made  this  report,  to 
Bay  what  party  had  generally  introdacei  these 
abolitaon  memorials,  and  what  number  of  those 
that  belonged  to  I3ie  party  with  which  be  acted 
had  signed  them. 

Mr.  PiNOKNKT,  in  reply  to  this  call  upon 
him,  declined  giving  an  explanation.  He  could 
not  do  BO,  consistentiy  with  a  sense  of  pro- 

Eriety,  upon  tlie  call  of  an  individual  member. 
'  the  House  required  it,  he  would  state  all 
that  he  knew  respecting  the  memorials,  but  not 
otherwise.  He  had  examined  them  very  care- 
fully, and  had  made  a  schedule  of  the  places 
and  States  they  came  from,  and  of  the  oggre- 

gate  number  of  memorials  and  signatores.  He 
ad  nothing  to  do  with  party,  in  reference  to 
slavery,  and  therefore  would  not  say  any  thing 
that  might  have  the  remotest  tendency  to 
exdte  any  party  feeling  on  the  subject.  It 
was  not  amiBS,  however,  be  thought,  to  state 
that  the  whole  number  <^  manorials  presented 
to  OoDgreas  this  session  amounted  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sevenfy-^ ;  tha|>  they  came  from  ten 
States,  embracing  an  aggregate  population  of 
nearly  eight  milliona;  tnat  the  whole  number 
of  signatures  was  about  thirty-four  thousand ; 
and  that,  of  those,  more  than  two-fifths  were 
females.  He  thought  these  facts  ought  to  be 
known.  The  people  of  the  South  ought  to 
know  every  tbmg  respecting  these  memorials. 
They  could  see  the  immense  disproportion 
between  the  millions  of  freemen  who  are 
determined  to  maintain  their  constitutional 
obligations  to  fhi&r  Southern  brethren,  and  the 
band  of  incendiary  agitatws  who  would  tram- 

!>le  on  all  law^  human  and  dirine,  in  the  relents 
ess  prosecution  of  their  diabolic^  designs. 
He  believed  that  there  never  was  a  healthier 
tone  of  sentiment  in  the  non-slaveholdiug 
States,  in  reference  to  the  domestic  institutions 
of  the  Soutli,  than  at  this  moment.  There 
was,  unquestionably,  abunduit  reason  for  vigi- 
lant) and  caution  in  relation  to  the  fanatics ; 
but  there  was  also  abundant  reason  to  rely  on 
the  enlightened  patriotism  of  the  non-slave- 
holdiug States.  There  are  great  moral  causes 
at  work  in  favor  of  the  South.  We  shoold 
tmst  their  efficacy,  and  watch  their  pn^;rea8. 
The  people  of  the  non-slavebolding  States  are 
alive  to  the  dangers  connected  wiui  this  qnes- 
tioiL  and  tiiej  are  generously  fighting  the  tuttie 
cf  the  SoQth.  They  shoold  be  woonraged  by 


oonfidouse  and  gratatnde;  not  xwelled  ij 
vituperation  and  saspioion.  Mr,  P.  eiud  Ik 
deeply  regretted  that  inflammatory  disooiani 
had  again  arisen  upon  this  matter.  He  should 
do  nothing  to  continue  it.  He  had  tlvijs 
deprecatea  the  agitation  of  slavery  in  the 
balls  of  Congress.  He  hoped  the  snbject 
would  soon  be  disposed  of,  and  that  pe&ce 
might  be  restored  to  the  South  and  to  the 
countrf.  "While  he  was  up,  however,  witb 
the  permisdon  ol  the  Honse,  he  would  inquire 
of  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia  whetb^ 
it  was  his  deure  to  pieBB  bia  ammdment  to  i 
vote. 

[Mr.  RoBSBXBOBr  replied,  trnqnestumaUy  it 

was.]  , 

Ifr.  FiKOKHST  tlien  said,  if  that  was  his 
object,  and  a  vote  should  be  taken,  be  should 
certainly  vote  for  the  amendment.  Ur.  F.  bdd, 
and  always  bad  held,  that  Ooagress  posaesKs 
no  constitutional  authority  to  aboliah  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Oolnmbia.    He  thought  it 
susceptible  of  demonstration.  Itbadbeenltis 
opinion,  long  before  it  was  ever  talked  of  by 
many  who  now  ride  upon  it  as  a  hobby.  The 
gentieman  had  said  that  the  report  gave  up  the 
constitntional  question.   It  does  no  sncfa  thing- 
It  asserts  distinctly  the  contrary,  considering 
Congress  as  the  National  Legislature  of  tiie 
Union.   As  regards  its  power  as  a  local 
lature,  no  opmion  is  e^ressed.  Congress 
remains  nnoraomitted  npon  tiiat  point, 
dednon  has  ever  been  made  upon  ft  by  either 
House ;  and  why  should  a  decision  be  callw 
for  now?  What  would  be  thought  of  any 
Southern  man  who  should  move  the  resolntion 
declaring  that  Congress  does  not  possess  power 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Coliimbi&. 
Now,  he  had  no  doubt,  that  if  the  House  were 
pressed  to  vote  npon  a  resolution  denying  sach 
power,  it  would  be  rejected,  and  most  probably 
by  a  large  m^ority.   He  did  not  know  the  fftct, 
of  course,  as  no  man  can  know  any  thing  that 
has  not  actually  taken  place.   But  it  was  w* 
decided  conviction  that  sudi  would  be  tho 
result.   The  South  would  be  beaten,  as  it  h«d 
been  in  the  Senate  on  the  question  of  reception- 
One  defeat  was  enong^.  He  did  not  desu^ 
another.   Thirt  was  the  reason  be  bad  avwaod 
pressing  the  House  upon  the  abstract  questioDB 
of  the  right  erf  petition,  and  the  actual  author- 
ity of  OongresB  over  slavery  in  the  District 

As  matters  now  stand,  every  thing  is  opera^ 
ing  favorably  to  the  South.  The  Senate,  by  » 
large  majority,  has  rejected  the  prayer  of  toe 
abdition  memorials.  This  House  has  «doP*^ 
resolutions  pledging  the  national  foith  not  to 
interfere  with  shivery  in  the  District  of  Oolo^ 
bia.  The  tone  of  public  sentiment  is  sound  ana 
patriotic  in  all  the  non-daveholding  States. 
The  South,  so  far.  is  victorious,  and  every 
thing  goes  well  for  her  advantage  and  seonnv ' 
Why,  then,  press  this  abstract  question  do«< 
Why  force  a  batOe  npon  a  ground  no  *W 
necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  South,  «»d  wiw 
amoral  oertainty  of  being  driven  from  it t  ^ 
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it  for  the  purpose  ai  partj  agitation  I  Is  it  for 
th«  pnrpoM  of  exdnng  the  Southf  with  no 
sfaadoirof  neoearityforsoeh  exdtemoitl  He 
oonld  not  bdioTe  it  What  then  I  Tbe  gentle- 
man Bajs  a  [AedRe  of  the  public  ftith  ngnifiea 
nothing.  Indeed  I  What,  then,  wonld  a  reso- 
lution ^sdi^ner  rfgnify  f  If  the  House  can 
rescind  the  one,  so  it  can  rewind  the  other. 
But  the  House  would  be  much  more  Ukel;^  to 
res(und  a  mere  disclaimer  of  authoritj',  which 
is  nothing  more  than  an  expresnon  ot  opinion 
upon  an  abstract  point,  than  it  would  be  to 
violate  a  solemn  pledge  of  the  national  fidth, 
which  it  could  not  do  Without  shocking  the 
moral  sense  of  everr  weU-r^olated  mitta,  and 
d^nading  itself  in  ue  eatimAtioa  of  the  whole 
tdnlized  world  bx  the  palpaUe  commiarion  of 
an  act  of  perfidy.  Ur.  P.  said  he  had  no  fear 
of  any  roch  atrodtj.  He  oonndered  the  ques- 
tion settled.  The  GoTemment  had  made  a 
acdemn  covenant  upon  this  snbjeet  with  the 
staveholding  States ;  Oongreas  might  violate 
the  coustitntion ;  it  could  not,  would  not, 
violate  the  public  &ith.  It  was  bound  hand 
and  foot.  The  South  had  nothing  now  to  fear, 
except  from  those  who  are  determined  to  con- 
tinue the  agitation  of  davery  for  the  purpose 
of  excitement.  AboUtionwm  has  attomea  its 
height.  It  has  b^^  to  go  down,  and  will  soon 
disappear  entirel^r,  if  we  do  not  fan  the  flame 
onrfl^vesj  and  will  onl;^  allow  our  friends  in 
the  ntm-aiaveholding  States  to  fight  the  fanatics 
in  tiieir  own  waj,  and  not  trammel  them  in 
their  operations  by  mixing  np  extraneous  and 
nnneoeasaiT'  questions  witu  the  subject  of  abo- 
lition. 

Hr.  BoBKBTSoir  nee  in  teplf  to  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  and  m  support  of  his 
motion. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  House 
proceeded  to  uie  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Mh-lct,  and  by  general 
cousent,  the  usual  number  of  the  report  made 
by  Hr.  FiNGEHBT,  on  the  subject  of  abolition, 
was  ordored  to  be  printed. 


WxnnsDAT,  Vaj  S6. 
ifr.  Pimbu^*t  Seport  m  JioUHon  PttUiuu. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  Hr,  Pikcksxt,  from  the  omnmittee 
on  the  Bulfject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

The  question  was  the  motion  of  Hr.  Bobxst- 
aoir,  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, with  instructions  to  report  a  resolution 
declanng  that  Congress  has  not  the  power  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Hr.  R0BKET8OX  coutinaed  his  argument  at 
great  length  in  support  of  his  motion  and  the 
propositions  he  had  laid  down,  and  when  he 
ooncladed, 

Mx.  Owns  expressed  an  opinion  that  the 
dtaooasion  cngbt  not  to  be  continued,  and 
moved  the  previous  question. 


[H.  or  R. 

Mi.  Patton  rose  to  appeal  to  the  geutiematt 
f^om  Georgia  to  withdraw  his  motimi. 

Ur.  Owaxs  repeated  that  he  would  not  with- 
draw  it 

Mr.  FATToar  hoped  he  would  not  denounce 
every  man  who  should  not  vote  for  his 
motion. 

The  question  was  then  takoi,  and  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question  was  aecmded  "bf  the 
House — yeas  9fi,  naya  62. 

Hr.  WiBK  then  demanded  the  yeas  and  naya 
on  the  previous  question,  and  they  were  order- 
ed. 

Kessra.  Wiaa  and  EvxBRrr  slmnltaneously 
moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Hr.  Wise  asked  for  the  yeas  and  m^s  on  the 
call;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
stood—yeas  97,  nays  IM. 

Hr.  Stobib  moved  to  laj  the  snljeot  on  tiie 
table ;  and  that  motion  was  negatived  without 
a  division. 

The  question  "Shall  the  midn  question  be 
now  put  ? "  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  109,  nays  89. 

So  it  was  determined  tiiat  the  main  qneeti<m 
be  now  put ;  and  the  Speaker  decided  uiat  the 
main  question  was  up<m  agreeing  to  the  above 
resolutions. 

Ur.  HzisTKB  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  and  asked  for  the  yeatf  and  n«yB; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  read,  as  foEows : 

"  JUtcdvedf  That  Ctrngreas  posaesses  no  constita- 
tinul  lothority  to  intoftre  in  any  way  nith  the 
hutituUon  of  slavery  in  any  of  the  Sutea  <tf  Ada 
eonftdorac^.'* 

Ifr.  Adahs  add,  if  the  House  would  allow 
him  five  minutes'  time,  he  pledged  himself  to 
prove  that  resolation  false  and  utterly  untrue. 

He  was  here  called  to  order  in  different  parts 
of  tiie  House,  and  resumed  his  seat. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  tiie  first  resolution,  as  follows : 

Yua.— Hessrs.  0.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony,  Aab, 
Bailey,  Bartoo,  Beale,  Bean,  Beamnont,  BoclMe, 
Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Bof  d,-  Biiggs, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Boma,  W.  B.  Calhoan, 
Cambreleng,  Corr,  Cabot,  Q.  Chambets,  Chaney, 
Ch^HBttn,  CA^in,  N.  H  CUibome,  J,  F.  H,  Clat- 
bome,  Glevelaud,  Coflbe,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Craig,  Cramer,  C^ane,  Cushing,  Cnahman,  Debeny, 
Diokeraon,  Doableday,  Dioi^ocde,  Bnnlap,  Fair- 
field, FarihL  French,  Ry,  P.  0.  Fuller,  W.  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  J.  Oarland,  GiUet,  Granger,  Grantland, 
Gmves,  Grennell,  Haley,  J.  ^01,  JL  Hall,  Hamer, 
Haonegan,  Hard,  Hailau,  Harper,  B.  B.  Haitiaoa,  A. 
G.  Hanison,  Hawes,  Hajnes,  Henderson,  Hdster, 
Hoar,  Holsey,  Howard,  Howell,  Huble^,  Hunt, 
Huntingtcm,  Huntsman,  Inserstdl,  Iiubam,  J.  Jack- 
son, J.  Johnson,  B.  If.  Johnson,  C.  Johoaon,  H, 
Johosou,  J.  W.  Jooes,  Judson,  Kennon,  Eilgore, 
Eimurd,  Elingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte, 
Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea, 
Leonard,  linodn,  Loon,  Lots,  LoyalL  Lyon,  A. 
■Hann,  7.  Hana,  Haitb,  W.  Haaon.  H.  Ibsra,  8. 
Kum,  Hiy,  IbKhrtTi  HoOomaa^  HcKi^,  HoKcoonan, 


Mr.  PmdtHei^s  R^ort  am  ^Aofttun  P^Sont. 
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HcEera,  ]lcKim,'lIcIieDe,  Mercer,  Idler,  KUUgaii, 
Hfflitgomeiy,  Morgan,  Monia,  Mnblenberg,  Oweim, 
I^ricer,  Parks,  Patterson,  Pitton,  F.  Heroe,  D.  J. 
Fearce,  Petdgrew,  Phelps,  Knekney,  Heed,  Eendier, 
John  Bejnolds,  Joee^  BeynoWa,  iUpler,  Boane, 
Eogers,  Bchen^  Beyinoiir,  W.  a  Siepud,  A.  H. 
SheppenL  Shields,  Shinn,  Sckles,  feoitb,  Spander, 
^igbt,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Suttier« 
land,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J,  Thomson, 
Touoey,  Towns,  Tomer,  Turrill,  tTnderwood(_V'ftnder- 
poel,  Yintoa,  Wwener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webgter, 
wvda.  White,  EUaht  Whtttleaqr,  L.  WlUlamflL  S. 
Wmiaiia— 18S. 

Natl— Meesn.  AdanM,  (Baik,  Dem^,  Eraret^  W. 
Jtckaon,  Jues^  FhHUpi^  Potts,  Slide— 0. 


TmiBSDATf  May  26. 
Mr,  Pinekttey'a  Beport  m  AioU^hn  PtHtient. 

In  answer  to  inquiries,  as  to  wbat  wonld 
become  of  the  rotes  ot  those  gentlemen  who 
had  asked  to  beexonBed,  if  ther  ahonld  faerft* 
after  be  required  to  TOte,  the  Orajb  aaiA.  ^at 
fhe  ibilnre  <n  nntlemen  to  vote  oonld  not  arrest 
the  deoudon  of  the  Honse. 

The  first  resolntion  was  then  declared  to  have 
been  adtqrted— yeas  182,  nays  9. 

The  second  resolntion  was  read,  as  fdilowB : 

"Xtatdved,  That  ConsreH  lHu;bt  not  to  Interfere 
in  any  way  with  slareiy  m  the  District  of  Golamhla." 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  vote  by  yeas  and 
.  nain  npon  the  adoption  of  this  resohitioD. 

When  the  name,  of  Mr.  Adams  was  called,  he 
asked  to  be  ezoosed  from  voting. 

The  Ohaib  sud  the  gentleman's  name  would 
bewuMod  for  the  present. 

Mr.  GsAHOBB,  also,  when  his  name  was  oaDed, 
rose,  and  commenced  reading  from  a  mannscript 
to  this  effect : 

"  I  decline  voting  on  the  second  resolntion 
reported  hj  Hr.  Fikokkbt,  from  the  select 
committee  " — ^Mr.  G.  was  here  called  to  order. 

Hr.  G.  oontinned.  "  I  do  not  ask  to  he  ex- 
cused, because  " — Mr.  G.  was  again  loudly  call- 
ed to  order  in  every  part  of  the  House. 

The  Ohaib  said  it  was  not  in  order  for  the 
gentleman  to  make  an  argument  pending  the 
Toto  by  yeas  and  nays. 

GBAscnit  then  yielded  the  floor, 

lb.  Wm  declined  votinA  fbr  reasona  whloh 
he  sent  to  the  Oh^,  but  wUoh  were  not  read. 

Before  the  vote  was  announoed, 

Wr.  OomtB  asked  the  permission  of  the  House 
to  record  his  vote.  He  had  risen  from  a  sick 
bed,  contrary  to  the  advioe  of  his  friends  and 
l^y^cian,  fbr  the  purpose  of  voUng  on  these 
resolutions.  He  had  been  in  an  adjoining  room, 
and  the  officers  of  the  House  had  neglected  to 
comply  with  his  request  to  be  notified  when 
the  vote  was  taken.  It  was  under  these 
pecnUar  <urcnmBtanoe8  that  he  had  made  the 
request. 

Mr.  VmmEBBT,  of  Ohio,  objected. 
The  second  resolntion  was  then  declared  to 
be  adopted— yeas  182,  nays  45 ;  as  follows : 


CMat,  18861 

TxAB.— MesBTB.  0.  Allan,  Anthoayr^Adi,  Barton 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bockee,  ^md,  Bonl^ 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buobanan,  Bunch,  Btirei^ 
Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chsaej^  Ch^man,  Cbapin,  N. 
H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Oubome,  CleTelaniL 
Coles,  Cranor,  Cnig,  Cramer,  Cnahman,  Bebenj, 
Dickeraon,  DouUeday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlao,  Fairfidi 
Farlin,  French,  Ry,  W.  K.  Fuller,  GalbruUi,  I 
Oariand,  Oillet,  GrasUand,  Oravea,  Haley,  J.  HaD, 
&mer,  Hardin,  Harian,  A.  O.  Harrison,  Hawcs, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunfeif 
ton.  Huntsman,  Ingham,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  K. 
M.  Johnson,  C.  JohnsiHi,  H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jimei^ 
Jndson,  Kennon,  Efauurd,  Kllngensmith,  Laiisiiig, 
Loporte,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Loyall,  Abyab  Mann,  Hardn,  William  IfMcm,  M oaei 
Mason,  May,  McComas,  McKay,  McEeon,  JtcKia, 
HcLene,  MiUer,  Montgomery,  Mormn,  MohlenberK 
Owens,  Page,  Patterson,  IWon,  Franidin  Keice, 
James  A.  Fearce,  Fettigrew,  Phelps,  Finckney, 
Bencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds  Ripley, 
Boane,  Rogers,  Bchenck,  Seymour,  WilliamB.  Shep- 
ard,  A.ugQstine  H.  Shepperd,  Sdun,  ^ckles,  Spt^kfi 
Speight,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  8utberland/^Ii- 
ferro,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toncey,  TTumer,  Tc^ 
rill,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Wegener,  Ward,  Wanl- 
weO,  Webster,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sieirod 
Williams— isa 

Kats.— Messrs.  ^man  Allen,  Bailey,  Bcmd,  Bo^ 
den,  Brigga,  William  B.  Galboun,  Corr,  Oeo^ 
Chambers,  ChOds,  Clark,  OnriiinK,  D&any,  Ererett, 
Fhilo  C.  Fuller,  Orenndl,  HQand  H^  l^d, 
Samuel  8L  Harrison,  Hazeldne,  Hend^wn,  Heister, 
Hoar,  Hunt,  Ingeisoll,  William  Jadcson,  Janes,  B. 
Jones,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Jc^ua  Lee, 
Lincoln,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Morris, 
Parker,  Phillips,  Potts,  Seed,  Bnaaell,  Oade,  Spngae, 
Yinton,  Whittlesey— IS. 

The  preamble  and  third  nsotntiaa  wore  then 
read,  as  follows : 

"And  whereas  It  Is  extremely  important  tnd 
desirable  that  the  agitadon  of  this  subject  should  In  - 
finally  arrested,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  tnn- 
quillity  to  the  public  mind,  your  committee  req>ect- 
fully  recommend  the  adopti<Hi  of  the  fiiUowii^  addi* 
tional  resolution,  viz : 

"Jieaolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resdn- 
tions,  propoaUouB  or  papers,  rdating  in  any  way,  v 
to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  su^ect  of  slaveiy, 
or  the  abt^tion  of  slavery,  dball,  without  being 
either  printed  or  referred,  be  Ud  npon  the  tabl^ 
and  that  no  itarther  action  vriniever  shall  be  had 
tit/mm." 

Mr.  Phillips  moved  to  lay  the  preamble  and 
third  resolution  on  the  table.  Negatived— 
yeas  69,  nays  118. 

The  question  recurred  npon  the  adoption  of 
the  preamble  and  third  resolution. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Adahs  was  called, 
that  gentleman  rose  and  said :  I  hold  the  reso- 
lution to  bo  a  direct  violation  of  flie  Constitii- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  the  roles  of 
House,  and  the  rights  of  my  constituents.  M^j 
A.  resumed  his  seat  amid  loud  cries  of  "order, 
from  all  parts  of  the  haU. 

The  third  resolution  was  then  agreed  io-^ 
yeas  117,  nays  89,  as  foUowa : 
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Jtnt^  1836.] 

Tkah. — Hean,  C  Allan,  Ash,  Ashlfl;,  Barton, 
Bean,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bunu, 
OuubrelcDR,  Otaej,  Ghanej,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
X.  H.  Claibotne,  J.  F.  H.  Cluborne,  CleTeland, 
Coffee,  Colea,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushnun, 
Deberrj,  Dickereon,  Doubled»y,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Fkirleld,  Farian,  IVench,  I^,  W.  E.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  OQlet,  Orantlaod,  OraTes,  J.  Hall,  Earner, 
Bardin,  Earian,  X  Q.  Eairiwm,  Eaves,  Bajmes, 
Sowara,  Ettbley,  EnnUngton,  Santeman,  Ingham, 
J.  Jackson,  J.  Jobmwn,  B.  H.  Jobxaoa,  E.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Kennoo,  E%ore,  UniMrd,  Eibwen- 
smith,  Lansing,  Gide(nL  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Luke  Lea, 
Lemard,  LogU!,  LoyaU,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Hartio, 
VilUam  Mason,  Hoaes  Mason,  Hay,  HcComas,  Uc- 
Eay,  McEeoQ,  HcEim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Miuilenbuig,  Owens,  Page,  Fa^  Fatteison,  Frank- 
lin Pierce,  James  A.  Fearce,  Fettigrew,  I^elps, 
Rndmey,  Bencher,  John  Beynolda,  Joeeph  Bey- 
nolds,  Bipley,  Boane,  Bogem,  S^monr,  Augus- 
tine E.  fiheiq)wd,  aiieddB,  Siddee,  &nitb,  Spanker, 
&>elght,  Standder,  Sutholand,  TUIafeiTO,  Taylor, 
Toncey,  Towna,  Tarnett  Tnrrill,  Undenrood,  van- 
derpoeL  Wagener,  VHute,  Lewta  WUUamB,  Slierrod 
Williams— 117. 

Natb. — ^Messrs.  S.  Allen,  Bailey,  Bemimont,  Bond, 
Borden,  Brigss,  Bacbanaa,  W.  B,  Calhoun,  Cair,  Q. 
Chambers,  CMds,  CUrk,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing, 
Denny,  Eveiett,  P.  a  Fuller, -J.  Qartand,  Glascock, 
danger,  OfenneU,  Haley,  E.  Hall,  Hard,  Earper, 
K»eimie,  Hendecaon,  Hdster,  Hoar,  Holsey,  Hoirell, 
Hunt,  Ingencdl,  WnUam  Jackson,  Janes,  John  W. 
Jones,  Benjaodn  Jones,  Judson,  Lane,  Laporte, 
Lawrence,  Uncoln,  Lore,  Samson  Mason,  Mctkrty, 
McEennan,  Morris,  Faricer,  Fatton,  Dutee  J.  Fearce, 
Fhillipa,  Ilckenfl,  Potts,  Beed,  BobertsAn,  Bussell, 
Schenck,  Shinn,  Slade,  Simgue,  Steele,  Storer,  John 
TboDMon,  Tiaton,  Wardwell,  Webster,  E,  Whittles^ 
—68, 


'Wkdnksdat,  Jnne  8. 

JReMgm  and  Arimuiu^AdiniiiiHM  into  tAtf 
Union. 

The  HouBO  proceeded  to  the  oonsideration  of 
the  fidlowing  D^: 

"An  aot  to  eatablUi  the  northern  bonndaiy  of 
the  State  o£  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admisrion 
of  tiie  State  of  Michigan  Into  the  Unicm,  upon  the 
eonditious  therein  expreosed." 

"  An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Aikansas 
Into  the  Uni<Bi,  and  to  provide  for  the  due  execntion 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  same, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

The  first  bill  having  been  read, 

Hr.  WisB  moved  to  postpone  its  further  con- 
nderation  till  Monday,  in  order  to  proceed  with 
the  Arkansas  bill. 

iSr.  Thoius  woald  call  the  attention  of  the 
Honae  to  the  portion  ef  the  two  MUa  on  the 
Speaker'a  taUe,  and  endeavor  to  show  that  tUs 
postponement  is  entirely  nnneoesaaiT.  These 
Ulls  are  from  the  Boiate.  Bj  the  rolea  this 
House,  two,  I  may  say  three,  qnestions  will 
arise,  to  be  decided  before  they  can  become  a 
law,  so  far  88  this  House  is  concerned.  We 
most  first  order  each  of  these  bills  to  be  read 
a  third  time;  the  nest  ^Meltoi  thratwill  be^ 


[H.  OF  B. 

When  shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  I  and 
the  last  question  to  be  decided  will  be,  Shall 
the  bill  passt  "Why,  then,  should  Southeni 
men  now  make  an  effort  to  give  precedence  to 
the  bill  for  the  admisraon  of  Arkansas  into  the 
Union  f  If  they  manifest  distrust,  must  we 
not  espect  that  fears  will  be  entertuned  bv 
Northern  members,  that  nnreasonable  opposi- 
tion will  be  made  to  the  admisuon  of  ilitM-  v 

fan !  Let  ns  proceed  hannonionsly,  until  we 
nd  that  our  narmony  most  be  intormpted. 
We  tfiaU  lose  nothing  by  so  doing.  If  a 
m^ority  til  &e  House  be  in  favor  of  rea^ng  a 
third  time  the  Hiohigan  bill,  they  will  order  it 
to  he  dcme.  After  that  vote  has  been  taken, 
we  can  refuse  to  read  the  bill  a  third  time,  go 
into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  then  c<msider  the  Arkansas  bill, 
report  it  to  the  Houae,  order  it  to  be  read  a 
third  time ;  and  in  this  order  proceed  to  read 
them  each  a  third  time,  if  a  majority  of  the 
House  be  in  favor  of  tiiat  proceedmg. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  Southern  men  mar  be 
token  by  surprise,  if  the  proceeding  here 
respectfiuly  recommended  be  adopted.  If  the 
friends  of  Arkansas  are  sufficiently  numerous 
to  carry  now  the  motitm  to  postpone,  they  can' 
arrest  at  any  time  the  action  of  the  House  on 
the  IGchigan  bill,  until  dear  Indubitable  in^ca- 
tions  have  been  given'  that  the  Hissonri  oom- 
promise  is  not  to  be  disregarded. 

Mr,  Wigs  advocated  the  motion  to  poat^xme 
the  Michigan  bill,  an^tbe  debate  was  oontlnaed 
by  Messrs.  Cikhiito,  Patton,  StrTHsnuHD^ 
BouLDiN,  lixwis,  Spbioht,  WnxiAMB  of  Een- 
tncky,  Sbvibb,  Mahh  of  New  York,  Habdut, 

and  AITDSBPOBL. 

1£t.  Adams  stated  that  when  the  Arkansas 
bill  came  into  the  House,  if  no  one  else  moved 
the  subject  of  the  restriction  of  slavery,  he 
should. 

Mr.  Wm  mo^ed  his  nioti<m  hj  moving  to 
refer  boQi  bills  to  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  instructions  to 
that  committee  to  incorporate  the  two  bills  into 
one  bill. 

The  debate  was  continued  hj  Hesars.  VnrroK, 
Heboeb,  Thomas,  and  Bnioos. 

Mr.  Pattoh  inquired  the  opinion  of  the  Chair 
as  to  the  necessity  of  committing  these  bills. 

The  Ohais  replied  that  the  bill  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Arkansas,  aa  it  contained  an  appro- 
priation for  tiie  judges,  would,  under  the  roles, 
require  being  committed ;  and  that  the  bill  for 
the  admisuon  of  Miohi^n^  although  it  contain- 
ed no  exp*eB8  appropriation,  created  a  charge 
upon  the  Treasu^,  and  came,  though  not  clear- 
ly, within  the  spirit  of  tito  rule.  The  Chair 
read  a  former  dwndon  on  the  point,  made  in 
1883. 

After  remarks  from  Messrs.  Sphoht,  Vas- 
DSRPOKL,  RsBD,  MunT  of  New  York,  Bsrao^ 
and  Boon, 

The  Chaib  decided  that  the  Arkansas  bill 
required  to  be  committed;  and,  if  that  bill 
reqidred  to  be  oommitted,  so  did  the  other. 
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Mr.  Thoieas  said  a  few  words  in 
and  renewed  the  moticHi  (sb  reqaestedT)  that  the 
committee  rise ;  which  preruled— yeas  nays 
54. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose  and  rapoited. 


Thubsdat,  June  9. 

Michigan  and  Arhamaa — Admiuitm  into  the 

Union, 

The  Hoose^  in  fttrt^  execntlon  of  the  special 
order,  went  into  Oommittee  ihe  Whole  on 
tike  ,  state  of  tiie  Union,  (Ur.  Spbiobt  in  the 

Ohair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
hill  to  estahlish  the  northern  honndary  of 
Ohio,  and  for  tiie  admission  of  Hiohigan  into 
the  Union. 

Kr.  Adakb  said  that  he  wanted  to  offer  an 
amendment,  which  he  had  not  had  time  to  pre- 
pare, and  he  wished  a  further  opportnnity. 
His  desire  was  to  admit  the  Btate  of  Michigan 
by  a  hill  for  that  pTirpose  alone,  separated  from 
all  qaestionB  of  honndary.  He  helieved  the 
people  of  Michigan  had  a  rigKt  to  admission, 
bat  ne  wanted  the  qnestion  m  diqinted  bonn- 
duT  to  he  left  for  flitnre  adjustment. 

Mr.  Thohas  snggeated  thiu  it  would  be  better 
to  let  the  Inll  be  reported,  and  nSEese  it  in  the 
Honse. 

Mr.  Adabcs  said  he  would  If  the  screws  would 
not  be  iqiplied. 

Mr.  Thomab  B(ud  lie  o^ld  make  no  pledges 
for  the  House ;  hat  it  could  make  no  difference 
to  the  qnestion. 

Mr.  Adams  said  it  woald  make  a  difference ; 
for  in  committee  he  could  ai^e  the  propriety 
of  the  amendmenti  without  being  out  off  by 
the  preTiouB  qneaUoD.  He  moved  that  the 
oommittee  rise. 

Mr,  BiraeELi.  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as 
to  provide  that  none  hut  free  white  male  citi- 
sms  should  be  voters. 

The  question  being  taken  tm  Hr.  Bubsbll's 
proposed  amendment ;  it  was  r^ected. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  adde,  and  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Arkansas  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Adaics  moved  to  amend  the  hill  by  in- 
troducing a  clause  "that  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  he  construed  as  an  assent  by  Congress  to 
the  article  in  the  constitntitm  of  the  said  State 
in  relation  to  slavery  and  tiie  emamdpatiM  of 
slaves." 

This  motion  was  debated  by  Mesm.  Aoaio, 
OnsHiNG,  Habd,  Bbioos,  and  Wise. 

The  question  was  taken  at  about  4  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  the  amendment  nc^iatived 
1^  a  vote  of  98  to  83. 

The  Arkansas  bill  was  laid  adde,  and  the 
oommittee  took  up  the  "  supplementary  bill  fac 
the  admission  of  ArkansBa  into  the  Union,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  renewed  the  motion 
that  the  onmnittee  rise,  and  report  the  bills  to 
tiie  House.   IThis  was  about  V  o'clock.] 

Mr.  Wisi  uien  rose  and  addressed  tiie  Honse 


at  length  in  opposition  to  the  course  of  ttu 
majority,  in  pres^  this  queetion  upon  s 
House,  sleepy;  tired,  and  druok.   He  ww 

posed  to  the  motion  that  the  committee  report 
the  biUs,  and  sud  he  would  speak  till  ten 
o'clock,  when  the  Honse  would  be  under  tbe 
necessity  of  dropping  the  sal^eet,  as  it  was  not 
a  special  order  for  Friday. 

Mr.  Wish  continued  the  thread  of  his  re- 
marks upon  the  bill,  and  having  concluded, 

Mr.  MoKennan  obtained  the  floor.  The 
members  of  the  House  were,  he  said,  evidently 
all  worn  ont  by  this  protracted  sitting ;  many 
had  not  slept,  and  others  had  not  broken  their 
fast.  All  had  need  of  repose.  We  have,  said 
he,  fought  the  hill  manftiUy,  and  d<Hie  our  best 
ia  stave  off  the  d^ision  upon  it  My  fHend 
from  Yii^nia  (e^>eciaUy)  has  fon^t  it  hard 
and  long,  and  has,  m  fact,  verified  the  old  adage, 
"  a  lean  dog  for  a  long  chase."  I  hope,  sir,  uia 
committee  will  rise,  and  report  the  bills,  and 
that  we  shall  adjourn  over  tul  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MoK.  made  a  motion  to  this  effect 

The  motion  was  carried.  The  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  two  bills,  sund  the  House 
then  adjourned  over  to  meet  on  Saturdf^,  at 
the  usual  hour,  (10  o'clock.) 


MoNDAT,  Jane  18. 

Michigan  and  Arkama* — Admitsion  into  ih 
Union, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  ctm^eratitm  of 
the  Idlowing  bills : 

"An  act  to  estaUlsh  flie  northetn  boundaiy  of 
&e  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  tot  the  ■dmMon 
of  the  State  of  Hk^gan  mto  the  Union,  upon  the 
ooadiUons  therein  ezprflBsed." 

"  An  act  for  the  admisaton  of  the  State  of  ^Ata- 
SBS  into  Hba  Union,  and  to  provide  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  irithin  the 
same,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  House  proceeded  first  to  the  condderar 
tion  of  tiie  Michigan  hill. 

Mr.  Odshhan  said  tiiat,  believing  the  pre- 
vious qnestion  to  he  one  of  the  most  salutaiy 
rules  of  the  House,  and  believing  this  to  be* 
fit  occasion  for  its  ap^catlon,  he  now  moved 
it  , 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  qnestion  was  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  aflirmalive— 
yeas  158,  ni^s  46,  as  follows : 

Tus.— UessFS.  Chilton  Allen,  Anthonr,  ^ 
Ashley,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bow, 
Boon,  Borden,  Bouldln,  Bovee,  Boydj  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Bunch,  Bunts,  John  Calhoon,  Cambrele^< 
Campbell,  Carr,  Casey,  Ohaney,  Ch^tman, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  P.  H.  Claiborne,  Cl»™Jf?: 
Colfee,  Colee,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramw,  CuM- 
manl  Deberry,  Denny,  Dit^enon,  Dickson,  I>«**f 
day,  Dromgoole,  Fhlrfleld,  Farib,  Fowler,  Fren^ 
Fry,  Philo  0.  FuUer,  William  K.  Fuller,  CWbniJ. 
James  Oariand,  (Hlet,  Granger,  Orantland,  Ora;^ 
Haley.  Jos.  ^  HHoasr,  Hamegu,  a  R  Bam«H>i 
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A.  O.  Harrison,  Haves,  AvkiDa,  EayBMf  Hdstcor, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Hovell,  Hubley,  Quntia^n, 
Hontsman,  Ingham,  Wm.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson, 
Janes,  Jorvis,  Jos.  JohDsoD^  R.  U.  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  J.  W,  Jones,  B.  Jones, 
Judson,'  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler, 
Lay,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Lojall,  Lyon,  Abijah  Hann,  Ifartin,  William  Uason, 
Mobes  Ifason,  Uaury,  May,  HcKay,  UcKennon,  Mo- 
Klm,  XoLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Uuhl- 
enbiuft,  Ovena,  Page,  Puvs,  Patterson,  Patton, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Petti^w,  Phelps, 
Pinckney.  Bendier,  John  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane, 
Rwere,  deymonr,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  ^epperd, 
SiteldL  Shinn,  Sckles,  Bloane,  6pan|der,  8pei^t, 
Standefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John 
Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Vinton, 
W^ner,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Washii^ton,  Webeto, 
We^  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  WhittleBey— 188. 

Ki.Ta. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey,  Bell, 
Siigga^  William  B.  Calhoun,  Q.  Chambers,  John 
Chambers,  Ctulds,  Claik,  Everett,  QraTes,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harper,  Easeltine, 
Hoar,  IngersoU,  Jenifer,  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Lore, 
8.  Uason,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Mercer,  IQlligan, 
Morris,  Parker,  James  A.  Pearoe,  PhiUiM,  Potts, 
Reed,  RobertsonjRuaBeU,  Slade,  Steele,  Taliaferro, 
Underwoodt  L.  mlliime,  Shond  Wiulami^  Wise 
—46. 

So  the  biU  was  ordered  to  a  ttiird  reading 
this  day. 

ArhniMU, 

The  House  then  took  np  the  hill  providing 
for  the  admiflsioD  of  Arkansas  Into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Bbioos  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

3Cr.  Adjjis  then  renewed  the  amendment 
submitted  by  htm  in  Otmunlttee  of  the  Whole, 
in  relation  to  the  restriction  of  slavery  hi  the 
State  of  Arkansas. 

Hr.  WiLLuuB,  of  Eentncky,  moved  the 
prcvioas  qnestion.  ■ 

Hr.  Bbigqb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  qaeation  to  be  put ;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were — ^yeas  126,  nays  67. 

So  the  Honse  determined  that  the  main  qnes- 
tion, on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  reading, 
^onld  then  be  pnt. 

J&r.  HaisTEB  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  qnestion ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were 
— yeas  147,  nays  62,  as  follows : 

Teas.— VessrsL  ChOton  Allan,  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton, 
Beale,  Bean,  Bell,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bonldhi,  Boyd, 
Brown,  BncAanan,  Btmcb,  Bams,  John  Calhoon, 
Cambrelflog,  Campbell,  Garter,  Casey,  George  Qiam- 
bers,  John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cbapin, 
Nathaniel  H.  (aubome,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne, 
Cleveland,  Cofifee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer, 
Cuahman,  Deberry,  Dickson,  Doubleday,  ftomgoole, 
Fairfield,  Fariin,  Forester,  French,  Fit,  William  K, 
Fuller,  Oalbraitb,  James  Oariand,  Rice  Gariand, 
GDlet,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Joseph  Hall,  BBmer,  Han&^  Harian,  Albert  G.  Hani- 
ion,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Holsey,  Ho^ddiia, 
Hoinrd,  Howell,  Hubley,  Himthigton,  Huntsman, 
Tnf^am,  Jabex  Jackson,  Janis,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Bidtard  H.  Jt^mstn,  Cave  Jfdmeoo,  Henry  Jt^mson,  [ 
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John  W.  Jones,  Judson,  Eilgore,  Einnard,  Lane, 
Jjanang,  Lawler, '^Jideoa  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Luke 
Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
Abijah  Mann,  Job  Uann,  Uartin,  John  T.  -Mason, 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Maury,  McComas, 
McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Hoi^aa,  HuhlenbwK,  Owens,  P>ge,  Paries, 
PattenoD,  Patton,  Franklin  PTeroe,  Phelps,  Pmckn^, 
Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Augustine  H. 
Sheppetd,  Shields,  Sicklea,  ^uingier,  Speight,  Stande- 
fer, Storer,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  lliomas,  Jofaa  Thom- 
son, Touoey,  'Airrill,  Tanderpod,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  WasUngton,  Webster,  Weeks,  WUt^ 
Thomas  T.  WUtOesey,  Shwrod  Wfflfams,  Wise— 147. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Anthcmy, 
Bailey,  Bond,  Borden,  Bri^;s,  W.  B.  Calbomi, 
Cbilds,  Claric,  Crane,  Gushing,  Daiimgton,  Denny, 
Evans,  Everett,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Grennell,  H.  HaU, 
Hard,  Harper,  Samuel  8.  Harrison,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Heister,  Hoar,  IngersoU,  William  Jack- 
son, Jaoee,  Iiaporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Ijove, 
Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Mitligan,  Morris, 
Parker,  Dutee  J.  Fearcc,  Phillips,  Fottsl  Reed, 
RusselLShinn,  Blade,  Bloane,  Und^wood,  Vinton, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williama— 82. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  tlurd  reading 
this  day. 

The  Mohigan  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

Hr.  Yandbbfoxl  sud  that  a  test  vote  had 
already  been  taken  npon  this  biU,  and  the  ex- 
pression in  its  ftvor  was  so  strong  that  no  gen- 
tleman conld  donht  its  passage.  Under  a  firm 
belief  that  the  farther  oonaumption  of  time 
would  not  chan^  a  vote,  or  alter  the  result,  he 
moved  the  previons  qnestion. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  Arkansas  bill  was  then  taken  np  and 
read  a  tliird  time. 

l£r.  HtrsTSMUi  moved  the  previons  qnestion ; 
which  was  seconded — ayes  95,  noes  not  coast- 
ed:  and  the  main  qneanon  being  ordoed, 

Mr.  Ausir,  of  Vermont,  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  148,  nays  60. 

Mr,  OoNHOB  said,  as  the  House  had  been  de- 
livered of  twins,  he  thought  after  the  operation 
they  might  adjourn ;  and  he  made  that  motion ; 
and. 

The  Honse  a^jonmed. 


[The  following  snpplementaiy  report  of  the  de- 
bates and  proceedings  on  the  admission  of  Arkansas, 
prepared  by  Mr.  Adams,  is  here  given,  in  order  to 
g^ve  completeness  to  the  history  of  that  proceeding.] 

Jane  18th  &  14th,  1836. 
Admiuion  (jf  Arkavsas — ^ppUmmtary 

On  Thursday,  the  0th.  of  Jnne,  the  House 
wcmt  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  npon  two  bills;  one  to  fix  the 
northeni  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
for  the  condition^  admission  of  the  State  of 
Mioh^an  into  the  Union  and  tibe  other  for  the 
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ftdmisanon  of  the  Bt^  tA     kaona  into  fhe 

Union. 

The  bill  for  fixing  tiie  northern  'botmdaT7  of 
the  State  of  OMo,  and  the  conditional  admis- 
sion of  IGohigan  into  the  Union,  was  first  taken 
op  for  consideration,  and  gave  rise  to  debate 
\rhich  continued  till  near  one  o'clock  of  the 
morning  of  Friday,  the  10th  of  Jane :  repeated 
motions  to  a^jonni  had  been  made  and  rejected. 
The  committee  had  twice  fonnd  itself  withont 
a  qnornm,  and  had  been  thereby  compelled  to 
rise,  and  report  the  fact  to  the  Honse.  In  the 
first  instance,  there  had  beea  fonnd  within 
private  calling  distance  a  snfflclent  nnmber 
members,  who,  thoogh  absent  from  tht^r  dnty 
of  attendance  npon  the  House,  were  op  on  the 
alert  to  appear  and  answer  to  their  names  to 
make  a  quorum  to  Tote  against  a^ooniing,  and 
to  retire  again  to  their  amusraaent  or  Te[>ose. 
Upon  the  first  restoration  of  tiie  quorum  by 
this  operation,  the  delegate  from  Arkansas  said 
tiiat  if  the  committee  would  only  take  up  and 
read  the  biU^  he  would  not  urge  any  disousrion 
upon  it  then,  and  would  consent  to  the  com- 
mittee's rising,  and  resuming  the  snbjeot  at  the 
next  sitting  of  the  House.  The  bill  was  ac- 
cor^gly  read ;  a  motion  was  then  made  for 
the  Cotnmittee  to  rise,  and  rejected ;  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  was  moved,  on  taking  the 
question  upon  which  there  was  no  quorum. 
The  usual  expedient  ot  priTato  call  to  strag- 
gling members  was  found  ineffectual.  A  call 
of  the  House  was  ordered,  at  one  o^clock  in 
the  morning.  This  operation,  to  be  carried 
through  all  its  stages,  must  necessarily  consume 
about  three  hours  of  time,  during  wbi<di  the 
House  can  do  no  other  business.  Upon  this 
call,  after  t^e  names  of  all  the  members  had 
been  twice  called  over,  and  all  the  absentees 
for  whom  any  valid  or  plausible  excuse  was 
offered  had  be^  excused,  there  remained 
eighty-one  names  of  members,  who,  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  were  to  be  taken  into  cus- 
tody as  they  should  appew,  or  were  to  be  sent 
tx^  and  t^en  into  eastody  wherever  they 
might  be  found,  by  special  messengers  appoint- 
ed for  that  porpose.  At  tlds  hour  of  the  night 
the  city  of  Washington  was  ransacked  by  these 

Seclal  messengers,  and  the  members  of  the 
ouse  were  summoned  from  their  beds  to  be 
brought  in  custody  of  these  special  messengers, 
before  the  House,  to  answer  for  their  absenoe. 
After  hearing  the  excuses  of  two  of  these  mem- 
bers, and  the  acknowledged  no  good  reason 
of  a  third,  they  were  all  excused  in  a  mass, 
without  payment  of  fees;  which  fees,  to  tbe 
amount  of  two  or  three  hundred  dollars,  have 
of  course  become  a  charge  upon  the  people, 
and  to  be  paid  with  their  money. 

By  this  (^enttionf  between  four  and  five 
o*doek  the  morning,  a  small  quomm  of  the 
House  was  obtained,  and,  without  any  vote  of 
the  House,  the  Speaker  left  the  duJr,  which 
was  resomed  by  tbe  diairman  of  the  Oommit- 
tee  of  the  Whole. 
The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Ariunsas  into 


the  Union  was  again  taken  up;  the  amendment 
moved  before  the  call  of  the  House  was  renew- 
ed, disonssed,  and  rgeoted ;  other  amendment! 
were  pn^KMed,  and  shared  the  same  fate. 

About  nx  o'clock  in  the  morning  a  moti<n 
was  made  that  the  committee  should  rise,  and 
report  the  bills,  when  Mr.  Adams  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  eighth  section  of  the  billior 
tbe  admission  of  Arkansas ;  to  understand  tiie 
import  and  bewing  of  which  it  ma^r  be  neces- 
saiy  to  quote  the  ^iart  of  the  section  into  whicli 
he  proposed  its  msertion.  In  the  following 
dtanon,  the  words  proposed  by  him  for  inso^ 
tion  are  those  euckifled  in  brackets. 

"  Sxa  8.  And  it  it  further  macUd,  That  the  State 
of  Aritansas  is  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the  ei- 
|R<e8s  condition  that  the  people  of  the  said  State  shdl 
never  interfere  with  the  primiiy  dinmeal  of  the  pnblii! 
lands  wltUn  the  said  State,  nor  ahall  they  lerj  a  tu 
on  any  <^  the  lands  of  the  United  States  iritUn  H» 
aaid^te;  and  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  constraed 
as  an  assent  by  Congreas  [to  the  article  in  the  con- 
stitutlOD  of  the  said  State  in  relation  to  alaveiy  and  tbe 
emandpation  of  slaves,  or]  to  all  and  any  of  the  pn^- 
OBtions  contained  in  tbe  ordinance  of  the  a^d  een* 
vention  of  tbe  people  of  Aikansas,  nor  to  deprive  tbe 
add  State  (tf  Arkansas  of  the  same  grants,  satjeetto 
the  isme  reBtrictions,  which  were  made  to  ibc  State 
of  JCflsonri,  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
aathoiize  the  people  oC  the  Uiesotui  Temtoiy  to  fona 
a  consUtation  and  State  Government,  and  for  the  ed- 
miasioa  of  such  State  into  tbe  Union  on  an  eqw 
footing  with  the  original  States,  and  to  prohibit  slareif 
in  certain  Territories,  approved  the  6th  day  of  Uircb, 

isao." 

"When  the  amendment  had  been  read  by  tie 
Clerk,  and  the  question  stated,  Mr.  Adavs  ad- 
dressed the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  the 
following  effect : 

Hr.  Ghainaan :  On  Uonday  last  I  hod  the 
honor  of  presenting  to  this  House  tweutj-two 
memorials  and  remonstrances,  most  of  thc^n 
numerously  signed,  by  citizens  of  the  Siaiet 
of  Ohio,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Massachusetts. 
Twelve  of  these  memorials  were  from  the  con* 
gressional  district  wldch  I  represent,  from  W 
own  constitnrat^  male  and  female ;  for,  in  Nev 
England  and  elsewhere,  the  vote  of  the  m&i^ 
the  vote  of  the  women ;  and  I  consider  the 
wives  and  danghters  of  the  men  who  Tote  a* 
my  election,  whether  for  me  or  for  any  other 
person,  as  much  my  constituents,  for  all  pa^ 
posea  by  whioh  I  can,  as  their  representative, 
serve  them  in  this  House,  as  if  every  individn* 
had  deposited  in  the  ballot-box  a  vote  in  mj 
favor, 

I  was,  then,  bound  in  duty  to  present  these 
memorials  and  remonstrances  to  the  BoiWt 
and  if  that  duty  was  of  perfect  and  irremiasiwe 
obligation,  with  regard  to  those  whidi  """J 
from  my  own  Immediate  oonsUtoents,  1 1^'' 
as  not  less  imperative  with  regard  to  tb^ 
which,  proceeding  from  remoter  distances,  an 
from  persons  en^ly  unknown  to  me,  csri^ 
with  them  a  manifestation  of  confidence  rep^^ 
in  me  by  the  nusnorialirts^  which  it  wu  o<» 
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lew  my  sacred  duty  to  justify  by  a  grateful 
retorn. 

I  felt  it,  therefbre,  my  farther  dnty  to  invite 
the  Honae  to  listen  to  these  memorials  and  re- 
monstranoes,  to  examine  their  complaints,  and, 
BO  &r  aa  might  be  consistent  with  the  duties  of 
the  House  to  their  other  oonatitnenta  and  to  the 
nation,  to  relieve  the  complunanta,  and  to  re- 
move the  grievances  against  which  they  remon- 
strate. 

In  the  m^orials  from  my  own  diatriot  I 
recognized  among  the  mgnataree  the  names  of 
poTBonB  well  known  to  me  as  citizens,  for  iatel- 
ligenoe,  integrity,  and  benevolence,  Borpaased 
by  none  otben  bi  this  Itnira.  I  had  made  in- 

aairies  oonoeroing  the  oharactera  of  others  of 
[le  memorialiBts,  not  known  to  myself,  and  had 
received  testimonials  from  sonroes  entitled  to 
nnqnalified  credence,  end  firom  persona  in  no- 
wise fiivoring  the  por^osee  of  the  memorialists ; 
testimonials  to  their  integrity  and  repeotabili- 
ty  which  could  leave  in  that  respect  not  the 
uiadow  of  a  donht  upon  my  mind. 

The  memorials  and  remonstrances,  differing 
somewhat  from  one  another  in  their  language 
and  phraseology,  all  complained  of  one  utiole 
in  the  newly-formed  oonsatotlon  of  Arkansas ; 
and  all  fiie  remoostranoes  were  against  the  ad- 
mission of  Arkansaa  into  the  Umon  aa  a  slave 
State. 

The  obnoxious  article  of  the  constitution  of 
Arkansas  is  the  first  section  of  the  second  di- 
vision of  the  ninth  artide,  and  is  ia  the  words 
following ; 

*'  Ematxcipation  of  tlavet. 

1.  The  General  AssemUy  shiB  have  no 
power  to  pass  laws  for  the  emaadpation  of  Btaves 
without  the  consent  of  the  owners.  They  j^all  bare 
BO  power  to  prevent  emigrants  to  this  State  from 
bringing  with  them  luch  persons  as  are  deemed 
■laves  by  the  laws  of  any  one  of  the  United  States. 
They  shall  have  power  to  pass  Uwa  to  permit 
the  owners  vi  daves  to  anant^Mte  them,  saving 
the  fights  of  creditors,  and  preventing  them  from 
becomug  a  public  dMige.  They  diall  have  power 
to  prevent  shres  from  bdng  brought  to  this  State 
ta  merchandise,  and  also  to  oblige  the  owners  of 
slaves  to  treat  them  with  homanity." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot,  oonristently  with 
my  sense  of  my  obligations  as  a  citizen  ot  the 
United  States,  and  bonnd  by  oath  to  support 
their  constitation,  I  cannot  olject  to  tiie  admis- 
sion of  Arkansas  into  the  Union  as  a  slave  Btato ; 
I  cannot  propose  or  agree  to  make  it  a  condi- 
tion of  her  admission,  that  a  convention  of  her 
people  shall  expunge  tins  artide  from  her  con- 
stitation.  She  ia  entitled  to  admission  as  a 
fllave  State^  aa  Loniriana,and  tGssladppi.  and 
Alabama,  and  Ifissoori,  nave  been  adioitted, 
by  virtne  of  that  artide  in  the  treaty  for  the 
acquisition  of  Louisiana,  which  secures  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territories  all  the 
rights,  privUeges,  and  immunities,  of  the  origi- 
nd  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  stipulates 
for  their  admissitML  oonformably  to  tiut  prln- 
VouXnL-8 


[a  or  B. 

ciple,  into  the  UiUon.  Louisiana  was  purchased 
aa  a  country  wherein  slavery  was  the  establish- 
ed law  of  the  land.  As  Congress  have  not 
power  in  time  of  peace  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  ori^al  States  of  the  Union,  they  are  equal- 
ly destitute  of  the  power  in  those  parts^of  the 
territories  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States 
by  the  name  of  Lonislana,  where  slavery  exist- 
ed at  the  time  of  the  acquisition.  Slavery  is 
in  this  Union  the  subject  of  internal  legislatioq 
in  the  States,  and  in  peace  is  cognizable  by 
Oongreas  only,  aa  it  ia  taoitiy  to^ated  and 
protected  where  It  exists  by  the  Constitntion 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  it  mingles  in  thdr 
intercourse  with  other  nations.  Arkansas, 
therefore,  comes,  and  has  the  ri^t-td  come,  in- 
to the  Union  with  her  slaves  and  her  slave  laws. 
It  is  written  in  the  bond,  and,  however  I  may 
lament  that  it  ever  was  so  written,  I  must  faith- 
fully perform  its  obligations. 

I  oonld  not,  theroTore,  propose  or  SQpport 
the  specific  measure  desired  by  the  memoriausts, 
which  was  to  impose  a  restriction  upon  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  by  requiring 
of  them,  as  a  condition  of  their  admission  into 
the  Union,  that  they  should  expunge  from  their 
coQstitation  the  ailiole  concerning  slavery.  I 
do  not  think  It  witldn  the  legitimate  powers  of 
Congress,  under  the  present  existing  circum- 
stances, to  impose  upon  the  State  U  Arkansaa 
any  restriction  whatever,  with  relation  to  slav- 
ery, in  the  formation  of  her  constitution.  Upon 
the  same  principle,  I  had  been  opposed  to  the 
proposal  of  restriction  upon  the  State  of  Hia- 
Bourf,  at  the  time  of  the  first  Missouri  question ; 
for  there  were  two  Missouri  qnestions,  differing 
much  from  each  other,  and  which  were  debated 
at  two  successive  sessions  of  Congress.  The 
second  was  that  finally  adjusted  by  the  com- 
promise. The  first  was  that  in  i^hioh  the  re- 
striction was  proposed,  and  my  opinion  had  at 
the  time  been  freely  expressed  agmnst  it. 

But  then  I  disapproved,  as  I  now  disapproye, 
of  slavery  as  a  civil  institution.  As  a  oitiiuif 
and  aa  a  man,  therefore,  I  diswprove  ot  that 
article  in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  ia  to  perpetuate  slavery.  &i 
voUi^  for  the  acceptance  of  that  constitution, 
and  for  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the 
Union,  I  do  not  hold  myself  bound  to  approve 
of 'all  its  internal  regulations;  but  doctrines 
Iiave  been  recentiy  broached,  and  are  now 
countenanced  by  the  transfer  of  the  lawfiil 
possessions  of  lOchigan  to  the  State  of  Ohia 
which  make  it,  in  my  judgment,  pr<^>w,  and 
perh^  necessary,  that  Congress,  the  represent- 
ativee  of  that  federation,  compoonded  putly 
of  alaveholdii^  and  partiy  ot  entirely  free 
States,  idiould  disdaim  all  approbation  <^  or 
assent  to,  that  artide  in  the  oonstitotion 
Arkansas.  I  propose  no  restriction  upon  her. 
I  am  content  to  receive  her  as  one  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  of  tills  Union ;  but  I  am  unwill- 
ing that  Congress,  in  accepting  her  constitution^ 
should  even  lie  nuder  the  imputation  of  assent- 
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ing  to  an  article  ia  tiie  constitation  of  a  State 
wEich  withholds  from  its  Legislatture  the  power 
of  giving  freedom  to  the  slave. 

hi  thia  -very  section  of  the  hiU  now  before 
the  committee,  Congress  refuse  their  assent  to 
propoBitions,  made  hj  the  convention  of  the 
people  of  Arkmisas  which  formed  their  consti- 
tation,  and  wero  transmitted  with  it.  Ky  pro- 
posed  amendment,  very  short  and  dmple,  ia  ia 
pw^ct  accordance  and  keeping  with  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Beotion,  as  it  stands  in  the  bill 
now  before  fbe  committee ;  end  although  I  can- 
not fli^tter  mjself  that  it  will  be  saUi&ctorT-  to 
those  of  mj  constitaents  and  feUow-Mttzens 
who  have  titonght  proper  to  commit  their 
memorial's  and  remonstrances  to  me,  it  will  at 
least  seoore  to  me  the  consciousness  of  having 
discharged  my  duty  to  them^  to  my  oonntry, 
and  to  uiat  reverence  for  the  rights  of  mankind, 
which  rejects,  withont  roserve,  the  principle 
that  by  the  law  of  nature  or  of  God,  man  can 
be  the  property  of  man. 

Upon  this  topic  X  will  not  enlanre.  Were  I 
disposed  so  to  do,  twenty  hours  of  continnoos 
eeanon  have  too  much  exhausted  my  own  phys- 
ieal  strength,  and  the  facoltiea,  as  weU  as  the  in- 
dulgence of  those  who  might  incline  to  hear  me, 
for  me  to  trespass  longer  apon  their  patience. 
When  the  bill  ahall  be  reported  to  the  Hoose,  I 
maj^  perhaps,  agun  ask  to  be  heard,  apon  re- 
newing there,  as  I  intend,  the  moHon  for  this 
ameodiaent. 

Ofr.  Adahs  resumed  his  seat,  and  Ifr.  Wise 
addressed  the  committee.  The  debate  was  con- 
tinned  by  Mr.  Ebiqgs,  Mr.  OnsmiiQ,  Hr.  Eoab, 
and  Mr.  Habd  of  Kew  York,  and  by  Mr.  Wise, 
in  reply,  particularly,  to  Mr.  Cubhinq.  ITiere 
was  great  disorder  and  confusion  In  the  hall, 
oooBfdcmed  chi^y  by  calls  fbr  order  and  vooif- 
erations  the  word  "qoestiott."  POTSonal 
reflections  passed  between  some  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  an  affiur  of  honor  afterwards  followed 
between  two  Southern  gentiemen,  wtdch  was, 
however,  finally  adjusted  withont  bloodshed. 
The  churman  of  tlie  committee,  with  gr^t 
and  indefatigable  exertions,  succeeded  so  far  in 
restoring  order  that  Mr.  Hoab  was  heard  with 
respectful  attention.  After  he  took  his  seat,  as 
the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  Mr.  Adaiis 
addressed  the  committee  to  the  following  im- 
port :] 

Mr.  Churmau:  It  was  not  my  intention  to 
have  troubled  the  committee  with  another 
word  npon  the  snlyeot  of  my  prwceed  amend- 
ment JBut  the  gentieman  from  Vimnia  (Mr. 
Wibb)  has  been  pleased  to  pFopound  to  me  a 
nnmber  of  direct  questions,  two  or  three  of 
which  I  heard,  and  to  them  I  am  wiUing  to 
give  direct  and  explicit  answers,  For,  however 
widely  I  differ  in  opinion  from  him  on  thia 
and  most  other  occasions  of  common  delibera- 
tion in  this  hall,  I  will  do  himthe  justice  which 
he  has  done  me,  and  say  that  there  is  nothing 
of  indirection  or  ambiguous  giving  out  in  him. 
Bis  course  is  straight  forward,  and  you  may 
jJways  know  where  to  find  him.  And^  sir,  in 


the  intercourse  of  public  or  private  life,  I  hoH 
in  higher  esteem  on  adversary  of  such  a  char- 
acter, than  the  jwlitical  vane  upon  the  steepie, 
whose  friendship  and  whose  opinions  sviiig 
round  the  compass  with  every  variation  of  the 
winds,  and  are  steadfast  only  to  the  breath  d 
the  breeze. 

One  of  the  gentleman's  questions  which  I 
heard  was,  from  whence  this  amendment  camel 
I  answer  him  directiy  that  it  came  ftm  vte, 
and  teom  me  alone,  without  oonsidtstioa  iritii 
any  otiier  hnman  being.  There  was  no  stxfr 
tion  gunpowder  plot  in  it ;  bat,  in  duming  K 
as  all  my  own,  I  shall  not  record  a  speeiSc^oB 
of  it  in  the  Patent  Office  as  for  an  ingenioos  in- 
vention or  a  profound  discovery.  It  Ifud  in  nj 
way  and  I  took  it  up.  A  respectable  portiw 
of  my  constituents,  and  many  others  of  mj 
fellow-citizens,  had  charged  me  with  the  dntf 
of  presenting  their  memorials  against  the 
ery  article  in  the  constitution  of  Arkanm 
Multitudes  of  others  had  entrusted  to  me  that 
petitions  f6r  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colnmlria.  Qtot 
numbers  of  petitions,  memorials,  and  remon' 
strancea,  of  the  same  purport,  luid  been  present 
ed  by  my  colleagues,  ana  by  other  members  of 
the  House.  I  had  been  eamestiy  solicited  to 
support,  as  far  as  my  very  slender  influence  in 
this  Hoose  might  extend,  and  as  far  as  my  on 
convictions  of  truth  and  justice  would 
the  prayer  of  those  petitions,  and  the  p.urp>^ 
of  those  remonstrances  and  memorials.  I  conlo 
not  support  the  immediate  abolition  of  bIstsiT 
in  the  District  of  Oolumbia.  I  could  not  re- 
sist the  adraiBsion  of  Arkansas,  notwithstaw- 
ing  the  slavery  artide  in  her  oonstitation,  mw 
the  Union.  But  there  was  a  point  of  ww* 
sion  to  the  slaveholding  interests  of  the  flm^ 
from  the  re^esentatives  of  none  but  ft* 
men  in  this  House,  where  it  appeared  to  i» 
not  only  just,  but  indispensably  neceovfi  "> 
stop. 

Slavery,  taking  advantage  of  politacal  in- 
fluences, operated  just  at  this  time  at  the  Norui 
upMi  the  prospects  of  the  presidential  election, 
taking  advantage  (I  must  say  no  very  generous 
advantage)  of  tiiat  kmd,  friendly,  and  compaf 
sionate  feeling  of  Northern  freeman  for  Ojot 
brethren  and  fellow-citirens,  the  slaveholdeB 
of  the  Soufli,  which,  during  the  last  twa" 
months,  had  universally  pervaded  the  l^^'^j! 
region  of  the  country,  and  urged  our  pw?" 
sometimes  even  to  riotous  excess  ag""^ jj 
peaceable,  warm-hearted,  but  honest-hearwu 
enthosiastB  of  homan  liberty :  slavery,  1  ^ 
in  the  oonfldence  <^  her  temporary  "i"""^ 
ment  from  sources  foreign  to  her  own  cha™^ 
had  changed  her  tone,  and  was  aii"'"^ 
of  deadly  intent  at  the  freedom  of  her  Hor^ 
ern  associate  itself.  She  had  struck  s' 
right  of  petition  and  the  freedom  of  fff^  j 
this  House ;  she  had  struck  at  the  freedom« 
the  press,  and  at  the  freedom  of  the  Vf^°^ 
both  in  this  and  the  other  branch  of  'J^i^ 
latore,  and  by  the  express  nooaaasaot*^'^ 
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the  Chief  Uogistrate  of  the  TTnion ;  she  had 
sbuck  at  the  libertj  and  the  life  of  a  free  citi- 
ren  of  a  Northern  State,  by  demanding  that  he 
Bhoidd  be  delivered  up,  innocent  of  all  offenoe, 
as  he  was,  ag^nst  the  laws  of  the  State  in 
which  he  dwelt,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  her 
felony,  without  benefit  of  cloi^.  I  had  seen 
the  twentj-two  memorials  and  remonstrances 
which  I  had  presented,  and  many  others  of  the 
same  import,  the  moment  they  had  reached  the 
hands  of  the  Olerk,  ordered  by  the  Speaker  to 
be  laid  on  the  table,  withont  reading,  without 
knowing  what  they  contained,  withont  the 
privilega  of  being  om^dered,  by  a  general 
■Upmatizing  intesraiot,  more  insolting  than 
would  bare  been  an  absolate  refosal  to  receive 
tiiem.  The  article  in  the  constitntion  of  Ar- 
kansas, catting  off  the  last  hope  of  emancipa- 
tion to  the  end  of  time,  1^  withholding  from 
the  Le^latnre  even  the  power  of  ordaining  it 
I  strongly  disapproved.  The  Hooae  had  treated 
all  these  memoriab  and  remonstrances  in  be- 
half of  freedom  as  if  they  were  a&aid  to  hear 
them  read,  afr^d  to  look  them  in  the  face, 
afraid  even  to  sqaint  at  them.  In  reading  this 
eighth  section  of  the  bill  before  the  committee, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  the  amendment  whidi 
I  offered  was  so  congenial  to  its  spirit,  that,  if 
inserted  at  the  place  proposed,  it  would  apiMar 
altogether  as  If  it  had  been  ft^rt  of  tiie  sec- 
tion as  originally  drawn  np.  The  amendment 
falls  infinitely  short  of  thelfissomi  restriction, 
and  ia  entir^y  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  tiie 
constitntion  itself.  XTnable  as  I  was  to  propose 
the  restriction  desired  by  the  memorialists  and 
remonstrants,  yet,  believine  that  the  occasion 
reqtured  of  me  an  avowid  of  those  opinions 
and  principles,  the  only  guardians  of  the  free- 
dom of  my  constituents,  I  was  deidrous  of 
manifesting  them  in  the  form  the  least  offendve 
possible  to  the  slav^olding  portion  of  the  eom- 
mnnity.  I  wi^ed  to  plant  the  standard  of 
freedom  at  the  very  lowest  point  of  its  eleva- 
tion, and,  by  conceding  to  slavery  every  thing 
required  oy  the  common  compact,  yet  adhering 
to  those  self-evident  tnitiis  prowtimed  in  the 
dedwration  of  independence,  to  utter  the  ndni- 
mmn  of  the  sentiments  which  X  believed  my 
CGQstitnents  would  never  resign  but  with  the 
last  drop  of  their  blood.  At  every  f<ainer 
period  of  our  history,  I  should  have  expected 
that  the  representatives  of  the  slaveholdhig 
States  in  this  House  would  readily  have  ac- 
cepted this,  as  far  more  favorable  to  them  tlum 
the  Missouri  compromise.  Now,  my  object  is 
to  fulfil  the  duty  devolved  upon  me  by  my  con- 
Etitaents,  and  to  leave  the  decision  where  it 
properly  belongs,  I  am  not  aware  (tf  any  other 
question  of  the  gentleman  fnm  Ti^^ia,  which 
requires  an  answer  from  me,  partienlarly  after 
tiie  eloqneDt  address  of  my  coUeagoe  behind 
me  ^Ir.  Oaaarae)  has  already  answered  them 
ao  much  more  efi^toatly  ttian  I  could  have 
doneimelf. 

Hr.  WiSB  rose,  and  inquired  whettier  in  the 
a^aiim.  of      gentieman  bean.  Masndmsetta^ 


(2£r.  Adam B,)  if  his  amendment  should  nrevail, 
the  Btate  of  Arkansas  would,  by  tins  Dili,  be 
admitted  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Adams.  Certainly,  sir.  There  is  not  ia 
my  amendment  the  shadow  of  a  restriction 
upon  the  State.  It  leaves  the  State,  like  all 
the  rest,  to  regulate  the  subject  of  slavery 
within  herself  to  her  own  laws ;  and  how  far 
that  comes  short  of  the  concesuons  required 
from  the  slaveholding  interest  by  the  Missouri 
compromise,  it  Is  easy  to  judge  by  reference  to 
the  transactions  of  that  time ;  for  In  the  act  of 
6th  of  March,  1820,  to  authorize  the  people  of 
the  Miasoari  Territory  to  form  a  constitntion 
and  State  Government,  and  for  tbe  admission 
of  that  State  into  the  Union,  slavery  was  and  is 
forever  prohibited  in  all  the  territory  ceded  by 
France  to  the  United  States  onder  the  name  of 
Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  de- 
|p-ees  and  thirty  minutes  of  north  latitude,  not 
moluded  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Mis* 
Bonri.  And  this  was  the  first  IGssouri  com- 
promise ;  not  the  abolition,  but  the  prohibitioa 
by  Oonffl-esa  forever,  of  slavery  in  that  portion 
of  the  Xionisiana  Territory  where  it  had  not 
then  penetrated.  And,  secondly,  when  the 
Oonstitntion  of  the  State  of  Missouri  was  form- 
ed, there  was  an  article  on  the  le^palative  power, 
the  foarth  clause  of  the  twenty-rizth  section  of 
which,  defining  the  powers  and  duties  of  tlie 
General  Assembly  of  the  State,  was  in  tiieae 
words :  *'  It  shall  be  their  duty,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary,  first, 
to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from 
coming  to  and  settling  in  this  State,  under  tmy 
pretext  whatsoever." 
-  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  second  session  of  the 
16th  Congress  was  consumed  in  debates  wheth- 
er the  State  of  Missoori  should  be  admitted  in- 
to the  Union,  withont  requiring  of  her  that  this 
dause  should  be  expunged  from  her  constitu- 
tion, and  the  session  terminated  with  her  con- 
ditional admisaion,  by  a  resolution  of  2d  March, 
1821,  in  the  following  words: 

"  Reaolved  by  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of  Repretent- 
aiivet  of  the  United  Statea  of  America  in  Congreu 
oBtembted,  That  Uissoari  ebm  be  admitted  into  this 
Utdon  on  an  equal  foothig  with  the  original  States, 
in  all  respects  whatever,  upon  tbe  fXindameotal  con- 
ditions that  the  fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-dxth 
section  of  the  third  article  of  the  constitution  anb- 
mitted  on  the  part  of  the  said  State  to.  CoDgress, 
sliall  never  be  constmed  to  authoiue  the  passage 
of  any  law,  and  that  no  lav  shall  be  passed  in  con- 
formity thereto,  by  which  any  citizen  of  either  of 
the  Slates  of  this  Union  shall  be  excluded  from  the 
ei^oyment  of  any  of  the  privilegea  and  jmnmniriM  to 
which  audi  citizen  is  entitled  under  tbe  Constitatiim 
of  the  United  States:  Proeided,  That  the  Legisla- 
ture of  tbe  said  State,  by  a  eolemn  public  act,  shall 
declare  the  assent  of  the  said  State  to  the  said 
fundamental  condtdons,  and  shall  transmit  to  the 
President  of  ttie  United  States,  on  or  before  tiie 
foarth  Monday  in  November  next,  an  authentic  copy 
(tf  said  act ;  apon  the  receipt  whereof,  the  Prudent, 
by  prodamatioD,  riiall  amunmoe  the  tut ;  iriwre- 
upon,  and  witbout  any  ftudur  inooeediDg  on  ttw 
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nut  of  Coiwrew,  tba  tdmiauon  of  the  said  State 
uto  tbU  Uotoa  AaU  be  oondderad  u  complete." 

This  was  the  seoraid  Ifiasoari  oompromise ; 
and,  confahnBldr  to  this  resolntion,  tbe 
latate  of  the  State  UeBonri  did,  on  the  26th 
Jane,  1821,  \ff  a  solemn  pnUio  act,  declare 
the  asseot  of  the  State  to  this  ftmdamental  con- 
dition. A  copr  of  thifl  eolemn  act  vas  trans- 
mitted to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
The,  after  consoltation  with  all  the  members 
of  his  administratioD,  and  after  taking  from 
each  one  of  them  hia  opinion  in  writing,  issued, 
on  the  10th  of  Angost,  1821,  his  proolamatioOj 
declaring  that  the  admission  of  tbe  State  of 
Hissonri  into  the  Union  was  complete. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  in  the  amendment  pro- 
poaed  by  me  nothing  conmarable^  as  oonoeadon 
from  the  daTohoWiig  tofbe  ftee  States,  to  this 
Mssonri  restriotiou.  I  propose  no  restiioU<»i 
at  ^  I  rimp^  ask  tiiat  mj  ocHUrtatnents,  aa 
parties  to  this  compact  of  admission  with  Ar- 
kansas, may  not  be  constroctively  held  to  have 
given  their  assent  to  this  perpetuation  of  sla- 
Tery,  placing  it  beyimd  the  reach  of  the  legja- 
latire  aathority. 

And  this  leservation  is  entirely  conformable 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United 
States.  That  instrument,  contf^nhig  in  font 
different  places  arrangements  having  reference 
to  slavery,  does  not,  in  any  one  of  them,  recog- 
nize the  existence  of  slavery  or  of  slaves; 
nether  (rfthe  words  is  to  be  Kmnd  throo^hont 
tbe  oonslitation.  Its  fbmiders  were  imwilliQg 
that  the  frame  of  Government,  ordained  ex- 
pressly by  the  people,  to  secure  to  themselTee 
and  to  their  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty, 
should  be  polluted  even  by  the  name  of  slavery. 
Thus,  when  they  provided  that  the  slaveholders 
should  enjoy  that  most  extraordinary  privilege 
of  representation  of  the  persons  of  tiieir  slaves 
in  this  hall,  they  adopted  a  oircnmlooution,  and, 
after  ennmerating  free  persons,  those  bound  to 
service  |for  a  term  of  years,  and  Indians  not 
taxed,  indnding  every  description  of  human 
beings,  slaves  alone  excepted,  then  endowed 
their  mastdra  with  the  right  of  representation 
for  three-ltfthB  of  "  all  other  persons." 

Thus,  in  ttie  nlntii  aeetioa  m  the  first  article, 
which  denied  to  Oonsresa  the  power,  prior  to 
the  year  1808,  of  prohibiting  tiie  eUve  trade, 
that  detestable  tramo  was  described,  by  its 
proper  name,  bnt  under  the  gentle  denomina- 
tion "  the  migration  or  importation  <tf  such 
persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 
think  proper  to  admit." 

Agam:  the  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article,  which  stipulates  for  the  arrest  and 
delivery  up  of  fugitive  slaves,  does  not  name 
them  as  snoh.  It  says:  *'Ko  person  held  to 
service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the  laws 
there(^  escaping  into  another,  shaU,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law  or  regnhatm  uierein,  be 
olsdiarged  fivm  sooh  aerrloe  or  labor,  bnt  shall 
be  dcjivend  i^k  om  daim  of  the  par^  to  whmn 
nuh  servioe  or  labiv  may  be  doe," 

Ad^  bk  the  foortfa  seotioo  of  tbe  fourth 


article,  it  is  provided  that  the  United  Statei 
ahall,  on  the  application  of  the  Legidatare  or 
of  the  Exeontive  of  any  one  of  the  Statei,  pro- 
tect the  same  against  domestic  violence;  an 
expression,  if  not  exclusively  confined  to  sernle 
insurrection;  undoubtedly  selected  witii  speciil 
and  emphatic  referenee  to  it. 

In  no  one  of  these  four  passages  are  elava 
recognized  as  property.  In  the  first  three, 
where  the  reference  to  them  is  direct,  they  are 
expressly  designated  as  perstms^perKMistolie 
represented  in  Congress,  not  by  themselves,  but 
by  the  votes  of  tiiieir  maiftera;  persons  tIkhh 
the  then  existing  States  might  think  proper  to 
admit ;  persons  neld  to  service  or  labor,  to  be 
delivered  np  on  daim  of  the  parly  to  vboin 
such  service  or  labor  may  be  due.  Not  b 
there  no  recognition  of  uaves  aa  property,  ufA 
only  are  the^  constantly  referred  to  as  persona, 
bnt  in  every  instance  they  are  so  described  that 
the  engagement  contracted  with  relation  to 
them  might  be  applicable  to  dasses  of  persons 
other  than  slaves ;  and  this  stndious  uniionoit; 
of  language  throughout  the  whole  coostitntioB 
could  oidy  arise  mm  the  determinalion  to  ex* 
dade  from  it  any  acknowledgment  <^  bUtoTi 
as  forming  a  component  part  of  the  sopreme 
law  oi  the  land. 

It  was  In  this  roirit  of  mntnal  ccmcewonaM 
conciliation  that  the  Constitution  of  the  TJmtw 
States  was  formed  and  adopted,  and  it  is  in  tins 
spirit  that  I  offer  the  amendment  now  before 
the  committee.  I  will  trespass  no  longer  op^ 
their  indulgence,  but  will  submit  » ^ 
servations  more  upon  the  subject,  when  tbe  dU 
shall  be  reported  to  the  House. 


Thxjksdat,  June  80. 
Dtaih  of  E>Prtti3mt  Madi»»n. 

On  tbe  Speaker's  resombiff  the  <>I>^i^ 
o'dock,  he  announced  the  following  UstBtp 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

Washinoton,  Jmu  80, 18SB- 
lbthe8eiiai«andffoiueofJiepr«aeitiatim: 

It  becomes  my  painfol  doty  to  inDOonce  to 
tbe  mduicholy  inteUigence  of  the  destb  of  Ju«* 
HadisoQ,  ex-President  of  the  United  Stattf.  of 
departed  this  life  at  half-past  six  o'clock  on  w 
momiDg  of  the  28th  instant,  fuU  of  yewa 
honor.  „^ 

I  hasten  this  communication,  in  order  "^V^  ^ 
gresB  may  adopt  such  measnres  as  may  be  P'^u,. 
testify  their  sense  of  the  respect  Triiich  Is  *» 
memoiy  of  one  whose  Hfe  has  contributed 
tiallytothe  happiness  and  glory  of  his  COW'*^ 
to  the  good  of  mankhid.  ^.mmv 

The  Uessage  ha^ng  been  read,  . 

Mr.  Pattos,  of  Virginia,  said  that  *he  PJj; 
ticular  relation  in  wUch  he  stood,  as 
diate  representatiTe  and  personil  frieMt  . 
wards  the  great  public  benefactor  who*  , 
oease,  "fnU  of  years  and  fbll  of  honors, ^ 
Just  ben  annoonoad  by  the  UeflBage  ot  ^ 
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President  of  the  United  States,  had  induced  t&e 
VirgiQia  delegation  to  devolve  upon  Mm  the 
moarnfdl  dntj  of  proposing  for  the  adoption  of 
the  HoQse  the  reeolntion  he  was  about  to  offer, 
for  the  pnrpose  of  determining  npon  the  course 
to  be  porsned  for  ^^og  expression  to  the  na- 
tional sendbili^  to  the  great  bereavement  we 
had  snfilered. 

I  do  not,  however^  Mr,  Speaker,  feel  it  to  be 
a  suitable  occauon  m  which  to  employ  or  in- 
dulge in  an;^  studied  phrase  of  panegyric  upon 
the  pubUo  or  private  virtues  of  the  venerable 
man  whose  loss  we  deplore. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that,  early  imbued  with  the 
dnoerest  Teneration  for  tlie  character  d  Hx, 
Hadiarai,  with  the  {ffofoiuideBfc  admirallon  of 
his  taluti^  and  the  warmeat  mtitnde  for  his 
eminent  and  varied  pnbUc  sauces,  there  is  no 
language  tfaiUi  I  coold  employ  whion  would  ex- 
aggerate tJie  deep  emotion  with  which  I  have 
been  im^oeased  by  the  melancholy  intelligence 
of  hia  death.  And  I  am  sure  tha^  it  would  be 
equally  imposnble  for  me  to  speak  of  him  in 
any  terms  that  would  depict  an  individual  pre- 
eminent in  all  the  virtues  of  social  and  private 
life,  or  one  that  combined  the  merits  of  a  pa- 
triot, statesman,  and  sage,  that  would  not  find 
a  ready  and  ftill  response  in  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  all  who  hear  me.  Bat  it  is  not  a 
feeble  effort  afcthis  lund,  sn<:ih  aa  I  oonld  make, 
nor  even  by^e  hi^est  ^brt  of  hnmaa  elo- 
quence^ the  Ui&T  ittsi^ratiion  of  l>oett7,  "  the 
at^ied  um  or  animated  bnit,"  that  can  rear  an 
ropr^date  monnmoit  to  the  memfwy  of  3£r. 
Itadison,  or  erect  a  snitable  monument  to  his 
fame. 

His  wpropriate  and  enduring  eulogium  la  to 
be  found  inscribed  in  those  pages  of  his  conn- 
try's  hifltory  which  are  identified  with  her 
honor  and  glory.  It  is  engraved  upon  every 
pillar  of  that  splendid  fabric  of  oonstitnt»onal 
nberty  nnder  which  we  live.  It  is  identified 
with  the  existence  of  that  glorious  union  of 
confederated  States  which  he  contributed  so 
essentiaUy  to  form,  and  tiie  maintenaitiw  and 
preservation  wmeh,  with  all  its  nnmerous 
blesnngB,  weto  the  constant  ol^ecta  oi  his  care 
dining  hifl  long,  laborious,  and  nsefol  public 
life,  aad  of  his  most  earnest  and  anxious  solid- 
tnde  in  the  shades  of  retirement. 

And,  Hr.  Speaker,  another  and  not  less  de- 
cisive and  more  affecting  evidence  of  his  merit 
and  titie  to  public  gratitode  will  be  found  in 
the  deep  grira  with  which  his  loss  will  be  de- 
plored by  every  man  in  the  nation  as  a  great 
national  calamity.  I  oiTer  the  resolution  which 
I  now  send  to  the  CBiafr: 

Jbaohtd,  That  a  oommlttee  be  ^pointed  on  the 
put  of  this  House,  to  join  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  put  of  the  Senate,  to  consider 
and  report  by  what  b^en  of  respect  and  affection 
H  may  be  proper  for  the  CtHigress  of  the  United 
States  to  express  the  deep  aenubili^  of  the  nation 
to  Hit  event  of  tho  decease  d  Ut.  Madison,  just 
amwuneed  In  Ae  Pkwrident  <tf  the  United  States  to 

tJ^HoiMb 


[H.  or  B. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 
}£r.  Adahb  rose,  and  addreaaed  the  ^wakw. 
By  the  general  sense  of  the  Houseu  -nid  he^ 

it  is  with  perfect  propriety  tiiat  the  delegation 
from  the  Oommonwealth  of  Yir^nia'have  taken 
the  lead  in  the  melancholy  duty  of  proposiog 
tiie  measures  suitable  to  be  adopted  as  testi- 
monials of  the  veneration  due  from  the  Le^ 
lature  of  the  Union  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
parted patriot  and  sage,  the  native  of  th^  soil, 
and  the  utizen  of  th^  community. 

It  is  not  without  some  hesitation,  and  some 
diffidence,  that  I  have  risen  to  offer  in  my  own 
behali^  and  in  that  of  my  colleagues  upon  this 
floor,  and  of  our  ccHDnum  oonstraiteiita,  to  j<nn 
onr  vtdoe,  at  once  of  monmtng  and  of  ezulta- 
tion,  at  the  event  announced  to  both  Honsea  of 
Oonpess  by  the  Message  from  the  President  of 
tiie  United  States — of  mourning  at  the  bereave* 
ment  which  has  befiUlen  our  common  country 
by  the  decease  of  one  of  her  most  illastrioua 
sons ;  of  exaltation  at  the  spectacle  afibrded  to 
the  observation  of  tiie  civilized  world,  and,  for 
the  emulation  of  after  times,  by  the  dose  of  a 
life  of  nsefblness  and  of  glory,  after  forty  years 
of  service  in  trusts  of  the  highest  dignity  and 
splendor  that  a  confiding  country  could  bestow, 
succeeded  by  twenty  years  of  retu-ement  and 
privato  life,  not  inferior,  in  the  estimation 
of  the  virtoous  and  thewise^  to  the  honors 
of  the  highest  atation  that  amUtion  oan  ever 
attahi. 

Of  tibe  pnblio  Hfo  ot  JiameB  MacUsrai  what 
could  I  say  that  is  not  deeply  impressed  upon 
the  memory  and  npon  the  heart  of  everjr  one 
within  the  aonnd  of  my  voice!  Of  his  privato 
life,  what  bat  must  meet  an  echoing  shout  of 
applause  from  every  voice  within  this  hall?  Is 
it  not  in  a  pre-eminent  d^ree  by  emanations 
from  his  mmd  that  we  are  assembled  here  as 
the  Bepresfflitatives  of  the  people  and  States  of 
this  Union?  la  it  not  transoendentiy  by  his 
exertions  that  we  all  address  each  other  here 
by  the  endearing  ^pellation  of  countrymen  and 
fellow-oiti^ens  !  Of  that  band  of  benefactors 
of  the  human  race,  the  founders  of  the  Oonsti- 
tution  oi  the  Umted  St^e&  Jamea  ICadison  is 
the  last  who  is  gone  to  his  reward.  Their 
glorioos  work  has  survived  them  alL  They 
fiaire  transmitted  the  precious  bond  of  anion  to 
US,  now  ientirdy  a  succeeding  generation  to 
them.  Hay  it  never  cease  to  bie  a  voice  of  ad- 
monition to  OS  of  our  duty  to  trwunoit  the  in- 
heritance nidnqwired  to  oar  children  of  the 
rising  age. 

-  Of  the  personal  relations  witii  this  great  man, 
which  gave  rise  to  the  long  career  of  public 
service  in  which  twenty  years  of  my  own  life 
have  been  engaged,  it  becomes  me  not  to  speak. 
The  fhlness  of  the  heart  most  be  silent,  eves 
to  the  snppresdcm  of  the  oveorflowings  of  grati- 
tude and  aflbetion. 

A  me«ase  waa  reoelTed  from  the  Senate,  an- 
nouncing  the  adoption  of  the  following  reeoUi- 
tion  by  uiot  body : 
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Wat  Pamt  Acadmf. 


"  Ix  Snuxi  <»  TBI  Vmokd  Statkb, 

Jm  80,  1886. 

"lUaolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  join  Budi  committee  ag 
may  be  appointed  on  tiie  part  of  the  House,  to  con- 
sider and  report  hy  what  token  of  respect  and  aflbo- 
tioQ  it  may  be  proper  for  the  Congress  of  the 
ITslted  States  to  vxprem  the  deep  sensibility  of  the 
nation  to  the  erent  <tf  the  decease  of  Ur.  HaiUsoii. 
just  annonneed  by  Hbe  VnMoA  of  0ie  Vnitoa 


"  Ordertd,  That  Hr.  Rms,  Hr.  Gut,  Mr.  Cal- 
Homr,  Hr.  Qbumdt,  Kr.  Bdcbjjiaii,  Ur.  Liioh,  and 
Hr.  Talluasox,  be  the  committee. 

"  Attest :  WALTER  LOWBIE,  Sec^y." 

The  House  conoarred  in  the  resoktion,  and, 
according  to  a  previous  order  of  the  Honse,  the 
committeiB  was  ordered  to  coneist  of  one  from 
each  State  in  tiie  tlQion ;  and  the  following 
gentlemen  were  amiointed : 

Mr.  Pattov,  of  Yli^ia^  Mr.  Hasov,  of 
Ifdoe ;  Hr.  Cdshiuit,  of  New  Hampshire ;  Ur. 
Ad  Aits,  of  MassachnsettB ;  lb.  Toucet,  of  Con- 
necticut ;  Kr.  PiABOB,  of  Rhode  Island ;  Iti. 
Alucn,  of  Vermont ;  Mr.  Wabd,  of  New  Tork ; 
Mr.  pASKBB,  of  New  Jersey ;  lu.  Abthost,  of 
Penn^Ivaiiia;  J£r.  MnxioAir,  of  Delaware; 
Mr.  WABHisaTOir,  of  Maryland ;  Mr.  Debsbbt, 
of  North  OanJina ;  Mr.  Gbotin,  of  Sonth  Car- 
(^na;  Ur.  Coms^f  Geor^a;  Mr.  Jobkson, 
of  EentncW ;  Ur.  Dvkup,  of  Tennessee ;  Mr. 
MoLkkk,  tn  Ohio ;  Mr.  Biplbt,  of  Looisiaoa ; 
Hr.  Oasb,  of  Indiana ;  Hr.  Olaibobnb,  of  His- 
^dppi ;  lb,  Bbtnolds,  of  Illinois ;  Mr.  Lyon, 
of  Alabama;  Ur.  Habbibov,  of  UIsBonri. 

Cherohee  TVeaty. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Wlude  Qir.  Ldjoolit  in  the  c^iur)  on  the  "  bill 
maldng  ftirther  appropriations  for  carrying  into 
effbci  certain  Indian  treatieB,  sod  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

The  question  pending  was  the  moHon  of  Ur. 
Adams  to  strike  out  the  fii^lowhig  danse : 

"  F<»r  the  amonnt  stipulated  to  be  pud  for  the 
lands  ceded  in  the  first  ardcle  of  the  tr^y  tridi  the 
Cherokees  of  the  29th  of  December,  18SS,  deducting 
the  cost  of  the  land  to  be  provided  for  them  west  of 
the  Hissisalppl,  under  the  second  aitide  of  the  treaty, 

Wttt  jPoM  Madm^: 

On  moti<m  ot  Ur.  Oajcbbueto,  the  commit- 
tee then  took  up  the  "  bill  makiiw  appropria* 
tions  for  the  Military  Academj  of  tiw  United 
States,  for  the  year  1886." 

Mr.  PiEBOE,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  Ohur  as  follows : 

Hr.  Oh  airman :  An  attempt  was  made  dur- 
ing the  last  Congress  to  bring  the  snl^ect  of 
the  reorganization  of  the  Military  Academy 
before  t^e  conntry,  throush  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee. The  same  thing  lias  been  done  durine 
the  present  session,  egdn  and  ag^,  but  aU 
efforts  have  proved  alike  nnsacc^sfiu  1  Btill, 
yon  do  not  oease  to  call  for  appropriations ; 


yon  require  the  people's  money  for  the  support 
of  tiie  institutioD,  while  you  rel^se  them  the 
light  necessary  to  enable  uiem  to  judge  of  tbe 
propriety  of  your  annual  pequisitions. 

Whether  the  amonnt  proposed  to  be  appro- 
priated  by  the  bill  npon  your  table  is  too  greit 
or  too  small,  or  prerasely  saCBcient  to  cover  tin 
current  expenses  of  tbe  Institation,  is  a  natter 
into  which  I  will  not  at  present  inmUre;  latl 
shall  feel  bound  to  oppose  tiie  mil  in  erei; 
staffe  of  its  progress.  I  cannot  vote  a  an^ 
doUar  until  the  resolution  of  inquiry jpreseoted 
by  mjt  friend  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hawm,)  at 
an  early  day  in  the  session,  shall  be  first  tiueo 
up  and  disposed  of.  I  am  aware,  sir,  iMt  it 
will  be  sua,  because  I  have  heard  ibsttm 
declaration  on  a  former  occasion,  that  Um  is 
not  the  proper  time  to  discnss  the  merits  of  the 
institution ;  that  the  bill  is  to  make  proriara 
for  expenses  already  incurred  in  part;  and 
whatever  opinions  may  be  entertained  open 
the  neoesrity  of  a  reonranization,  the  ai^iinqiri- 
ation  must  be  made.  I  say  to  gentlemca  who 
are  t^iposed  to  the  principles  of  the  institiitioii, 
and  to  those  who  believe  that  abuses  exist, 
which  ought  to  be  exposed  and  corrected,  that 
now  is  their  only  time,  and  th»  tbe  only  op- 
portimity  during  the  present  session,  to  attwn 
their  object,  and  I  trust  they  will  steadily  wnst 
the  bill  until  its  friends  shall  fin^it  neeesu; 
to  t^e  up  the  resolnticm  of  inq4r 
its  proper  reference.  ^ 

Bir,  why  has  this  investi^tion  been  i"*"*™* 
Is  it  not  an  institntion  which  bas  already  co» 
this  country  more  than  three  millions  of  dollar^ 
for  which  you  propose,  in  this  very  bill, 
propriation  of  man  than  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty thousand  doUara,  and  wbioh  at  the  nme 
time^  in  the  estimation  of  a  laive  portion  of 
citizens  in  this  Union,  lias  failed,  eminently 
fafled,  to  fhlfil  the  objects  for  which  it  was  es- 
tablished, of  sufficient  interest  and  imjjortaaM 
to  claim  the  conaderation  of  a  conunitteo  oi 
this  House,  and  of  the  House  itself?  , 

I  should  have  expected  the  resolution  of  the 
gentieman  from  Kentucky,  (Hr.  Hawis,)  ma*' 
fy  proposing  an  inquiry,  to  pass  withoot  opp** 
sitaon,  bad  I  not  witnessed  the  strong  sensa- 
tion, nay,  excitement,  that  was  prot'"^';*^!!! 
at  the  last  session,  by  the  presentation  (hWB 
yet  unpublished  report  Sir,  if  you  would 
an  e^bltion  of  Ughly  excited  foeUng,  »  ^ 
quires  little  observation  to  lean  that  yon 

Eroduoe  it  at  any  mtmient  by  attacking 
iws  an  eonfiar  exdudve  and  gratuitous  priv- 
ileges.  The  adoption  of  the  resolution  of 
qairy,  at  the  last  sesdon  of  Congress,  and  «» 
appointment  of  a  select  committee  under  "j 
were  made  occasion  of  new^aper  P""^^P2 
which,  in  tone  of  lamentation  and  direfti  pre- 
diction, rivalled  the  most  highly  wrougtit  8P*J 
clmens  of  tbe  panic  era.   One  of  ^^'^jf^^ 
I  preserved,  and  have  before  me.  R 
mences  thus:     77i«  arehiteeti  (tf  rvv^"^ 
name  has  been  appropriately  ^ven  to  tbow 
are  leading  on  the  base,  the  ignorant,  and  v» 
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principle  in  a  remorselesa  war  npoa  all  Qie 
guards  and  defences  of  society." 

I  introdnce  it  here  merely  to  show  what  are, 
in  certain  quarters,  considered  the  guards  and 
defences  of  society.  After  various  compliments, 
similar  to  that  just  cited,  the  article  proceeds : 
"  AJl  this  is  dangerous  as  novel,  and  the  ulti- 
mate results  cannot  be  contemplated  without 
anxiety.  If  this  spirit  extends,  who  can  check 
it  7  '  Down  with  thie  Bank  '  down  with  the 
Hilitary  Aeademy  ;*  '  down  with  tiie  Judici- 
ary :'  '  down  wiuL  Hie  Senate;'  will  be  follow- 
ed .by  watchwords  of  a  worse  character." 
Here,  lit.  Cbidrman,  you  have  the  United 
States  Bank  first,  and  then  the  Hilitary  Acade- 
my^  as  the  guards  and  defences  of  your  country. 
If  it  be  80,  you  are  indeed  feebly  j)rotected. 
One  of  these  guards  and  defences  is  already 
tottering.  And  who  are  "  the  architects  of 
ruin"  that  have  resolved  its  downfall?  Are 
they  the  base,  the  ierDorant,  and  the  unprin- 
cipled! No,  sir.  The  most  pure  and  patri- 
otic portion  of  your  community;  the  staid, 
indoBtrious,  intelligent  fiumers  and  mechanics, 
through  a  publio  servant,  who  has  met  respon- 
sibilitiea,  and  seconded  their  wMies,  with  equal 
intrepiditr  and  success^  in  the  camp  and  in  the 
cabinet,  naTO  accranididied  tliiB  great  woric. 
lb.  Cludrman,  there  is  no  real  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  this  mnch-dreaded  levelling 
principle. 

From  the  middling  interest  you  have  derived 
your  most  able  and  efSoient  support  in  t^e 
most  gloomy  and  trying  periods  of  your  his- 
tory. And  what  have  they  asked  in  return! 
Kotbing  but  the  common  advantages  and  bless- 
ings of  a  free  Government,  administered  mider 
equal  and  impartial  laws.  They  are  responsi- 
ble for  no  pOTtion  of  your  legislation,  which, 
through  its  partial  and  nnjust  operation,  has 
shaken  this  Union  to  its  centre.  That  has  had 
its  origin  in  a  diflbrmt  quarter,  sustained  by 
wealth,  the  wealth  of  mouopoliea,  and  the  pow- 
er and  influence  which  wealth,  tihns  occnmn- 
lated  and  disposed,  never  fi^  to  control.  In- 
deed, sir,  while  far  from  demanding  at  your 
hands  special  favors  for  themselves,  they  have 
not,  in  judgment  beAi  sufficiently  jealous 
of  all  legislation  conrerring  exclusive  and  gra- 
tuitous privileges. 

That  the  law  creating  tha  institution  of 
which  I  am  now  speaking,  and  the  practice 
under  it,  is  stron^y  marked  by  both  these  char- 
acteristics, is  apparent  at  a  angle  glance.  It 
is  gratuitous,  because  those  who  are  so  fortu- 
nate 89  to  obtain  adnussdon  there  receive  their 
edocaticm  without  any  oblieation,  except  such 
as  a  sense  of  honor  mi^  imposia,  to  return, 
^Oier  by  service  or  otherwise,  uie  slightest 
equivalent.  It  Js  exolndve,  inasmuch  as  only 
oue  youth  ont  of  a  population  of  more  than 
47,000  can  participate  in  its  advantages  at  the 
same  time ;  and  mose  who  are  sncoeaafU  are 
sdmitted  at  aa  age,  when  their  characters  cannot 
have  become  developed,  and  with  very  little 
knowledge  of  th^  adaptation^  mental  or  pl^»- 
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ical,  for  military  life.  Tbe  system  disr^ards 
oue  of  those  great  principles  which,  carried  in- 
to practice,  contributed,  perhaps,  more  than 
any  other,  to  render  the  anas  of  Napoleon  invin- 
cible for  so  many  years.  "Who  does  not  per- 
ceive that  it  destroys  the  very  life  and  spring 
of  military  ardor  and  enthusiasm,  by  utterly 
foreclosing  all  hope  of  promotion  to  the  soldier 
and  non-commissioned  officer  ?  However  mer- 
itorious may  be  his  services,  however  pre-emi- 
nent mi^  become  his  qualifications  for  com- 
mand, all  is  unaviuling.  The  portctdUs  is  drop- 
ped between  him  and  preferment ;  the  wisdom 
of  your  laws  having  provided  another  criterion 
than  that  of  admitted  courage  and  conduct,  by 
which  to  determine  who  are  worthy  of  com- 
mand. They  have  made  an  Academy,  where  a 
certain  number  of  young  gentlemen  are  edu- 
cated annually  at  the  public  expense,  and  to 
which  there  is,  of  consequence,  a  general  rush, 
not  so  much  from  sentiments  of  patriotism  and 
a  taste  for  military  life,  as  from  motives  less 
worthy — the  avenue,  and  the  only  avenue,  to 
rank  in  your  army.  These  are  truths,  Mr. 
Ohairman,  which  no  man  will  pretend  to  deny; 
and  I  leave  it  for  this  Honse  and  the  nation  to 
determine  whether  they  do  not  exhibit  a  spirit 
ci  exdudvenen,  alike  at  variance  with  the  ge- 
nius of  your  Goremment  uid  the  effidenoy 
and  chivalrous  character  of  your  military  force. 

Sir,  no  man  can  feel  more  deeply  interested 
in  the  army,  or  entertain  a  higher  regard  for 
it,  than  myself.  My  earliest  recollections  con- 
nect themselves  fondly  and  gratefully  with  the 
names  of  the  brave  men  who,  relinquishing  the 
quiet  and  security  of  civil  life,  were  staking 
tneir  all  upon  the  defence  of  their  country's 
rights  and  honor.  One  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed among  that  noble  band  now  occupies  and 
honors  a  seat  upon  this  floor. 

It  is  not  fit  that  I  should  indulge  in  eipres- 
sions  of  personal  respect  and  admiration,  which 
I  am  sure  would  find  a  hearty  response  In  the 
bosom  of  every  member  of  tnis  committee.  I 
allude  to  him  merely  to  express  the  hope  that, 
on  some  occasion,  we  may  nave,  upon  this  sub- 
ject, the  benefit  of  his  experience  and  obBenrft< 
tion.  And  if  his  opinions  shall  diflfer  from  my 
own,  I  promise  carefully  to  review  every  step 
by  which  I  have  been  led  to  my  present  con- 
clusions. Ton  cannot  mistake  me,  sir ;  I  refer 
to  the  hero  of  Erie.  I  have  declared  myself 
the  friend  of  the  army.  Satisfy  me,  then,  what 
measures  are  best  calculated  to  render  it  effec- 
tive, and  what  all  desire  it  to  be,  and  I  go  for 
the  proposition  with  my  whole  heart. 

But  I  cannot  believe  that  the  Militanr  Acad- 
emy, as  at  present  organized,  is  oaleukted  to  , 
accomplish  this  dednible  end.  It  joaj,  and 
undoubtedly  does,  send  forth  into  the  country 
much  military  knowledge ;  but  the  advantage 
which  your  army,  ot  that  which  will  constitute 
your  army  in  time  of  need,  derives  from  it,  is 
by  no  means  commensurate  with  the  expense 
you  incur.  Here,  Mr.  Cliwrman,  permit  me  to 
say  that  I  deny,  utterly,  the  expedlenoy,  and 
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the  right  to  educate,  at  the  public  expense,  any 
cnmber  of  yomig  meio.  who,  on  the  completion 
of  their  education,  are  not  to  form  a  potion 
of  yonr  military  fbrce,  hot  to  retnm  to  the 
walks  of  private  Ufe.  Such  was  never  the  ope- 
ration of  the  UQitary  Academy  nntdl  after  the 
law  of  1812 ;  and  the  doctrine,  so  fkr  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  was  first  formally  an- 
nounced by  a  distingaisbed  individaal,  at  this 
time  snffideutiy  jealous  of  the  exercise  of  ex- 
ecutive patronage,  and  greatly  abused  by  what 
he  conceives  to  be  the  tendencies  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  centralism  and  coDsolidation.  It 
may  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  commuhicated  to  Congress  in  1819.. 

If  it  shall,  upon  duo  coDsideration,  receive 
tbe  sanction  of  Congr^  and  the  country,  I 
can  MC  no  limit  to  the  exercise  of  power  and 
Goremment  patrona^.  Follow  out  the  prin- 
<^le,  and  where  will  it  lead  yon  ?  Ton  confer 
upon  the  National  Government  the  absolute 
goardianship  of  literatnre  and  science,  military 
and  dvil ;  you  need  not  stop  at  military  science ; 
any  one,  in  the  wide  range  of  sciences,  becomes 
at  once  a  legitimate  and  constitutional  object 
of  yonr  patronage ;  you  are  confined  by  no  lim- 
it but  your  discretion;  you  have  no  ohedc 
but  your  own  good  pleasure.  If  yon  may  af- 
ford instruction,  at  the  pablio  expense,  in  the 
langoages,  in  philosophy,  in  chemistry,  and  in 
the  exact  sciences,  to  young  gentlemen  who 
are  under  no  obligation  to  enter  the  servloe  of 
their  country,  but  are,  in  fact,  destined  for  civil 
life,  why  may  yon  not,  by  pariij-  of  reasoning, 
pnmde  the  means  of  a  legal,  or  theological,  or 
medical  edncation,  on  tbe  nvxmd  tiiat  the  re- 
dpientfl  of  yonr  bonnly  wiU  carry  forth  a  fund 
of  nsefbl  knowledge,  that  ma^  at  some  time, 
under  some  circomstancea,  prodnce  a  beneficial 
influence,  and  promote  "the  general  wel&re?" 
Sir,  1  fear  that  even  some  of  us  may  live  to  see 
the  day  when  this  "  general  welfare  "  of  yonr 
constitution  will  leave  qb  littie  ground  to  boast 
of  a  Government  of  limited  powers.  But  I  did 
not  propose  at  this  time  to  aiscuBs  the  abstract 

aoestioQ  of  constitutional  right.  I  will  regard 
le  expediency  alone ;  and  whether  the  power 
e^flt  or  not,  its  exercise,  in  an  institution  like 
tbia,  is  Bubvernve  of  the  only  principle  npon 
which  a  school,  oondneted  at  the  pnblio  ex- 
pense, can  be  mode  profitable  to  the  |)ublic  ser^ 
vice — that  of  making  an  admission  into  your 
Bohool,  and  an  education  there,  secondary  to  an 
appointment  in  the  army.  Sir,  this  distinctive 
feature  characterized  all  your  le^lation,  and 
an  executive  recommendations,  down  to  1810. 

I  may  as  well  notice  here,  as  at  any  time,  an 
answer  which  has  always  been  ready  when  ob- 
jections have  been  raised  to  this  institution — 
an  answer  which,  if  it  has  not  proved  quite  sat- 
isfactory to  min^  that  yield  their  assent  more 
readily  to  strong  reasons  than  to  the  authority 
of  great  names,  has  yet,  unquestionably,  exer- 
cia«t  a  powerfdl  infinence  upon  the  poblic 
mind.  iL  has  not  gone  forth  npon  tbe  antbor- 
ity  of  an  Individnid  merely,  bnt  has  been  pub- 


lished to  the  world  with  the  approbation  of  a 
committee  of  a  former  Connvss,  It  is  this : 
that  the  insdtntion  has  received  at  diflbreot  times 
the  sanction  of  such  names  as  Wadiii^ton, 
Adfflns,  and  Jefferson ;  and  this  has  been  daim- 
ed  with  Bucb  boldness,  and  in  a  form  so  impos- 
ing, as  almost  to  forbid  any  questi<ni  of  its  ac- 
curacy. If  this  were  correct,  in  point  <^  fact, 
it  would  be  entitied  to  the  most  profound  re- 
spect and  oonsida«tion,  and  no  change  should 
be  urged  agfdnst  the  weight  of  such  authority, 
without  matmv  deliberation,  and  thorough  con- 
viction of  expediency.  Unfortunately  for  the 
advocates  of  uie  institution,  and  fortunately  for 
the  interests  of  the  country,  this  claim  cannot 
be  sustained  by  reference  to  executive  docu- 
ments, from  the  first  report  of  General  Knox, 
in  1790,  to  the  close  ni  Hr.  Jeffezson'a  Mboin- 
istration. 

!nie  error  has  nndonbtedly  Innocentiy  oc- 
curred, by  confounding  the  lulitary  Academy 
at  West  Point  as  it  was,  with  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point  as  it  is.  The  report  of 
Secretary  Knox,  just  refured  to,  is  character- 
ized by  this  distznotive  feature — ^that  the  oorpa 
proposed  to  be  oi^^atuzed  were  to  serve  as  an 
actoal  defence  to  the  commnnity,"  and  to  con- 
stitnte  a  part  of  the  active  mihtuy  force  of  tbe 
country,  *'  to  serve  in  the  field,  or  on  the  fron- 
tier, or  in  tbe  fortifieatioqs  of  the  -  sea-coast,  as 
the  commander-in-chief  may  direct"  At  a  la- 
ter period,  the  report  of  tbe  Beovtaiy  of  War, 
(Mr.  MoHenry,)  communicated  to  Congress  in 
1800,  altbongh  it  pn^raeed  a  plan  for  mititaiy 
schools,  diff^ing  in  maiiy  easeotial  puticidars 
from  those  whioh  had  preceded  IL  still  retained 
the  distbictive  feature  just  named  as  character- 
izing the  report  of  General  Knox. 

With  regard  to  educating  young  men  gratn- 
itonsly,  which,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
design,  I  am  prepared  to  show  is  the  practical 
operation  of  the  Academy,  as  at  present  organ- 
ized. I  cannot,  perhaps,  exhibit  more  dearly  the 
sentiments  of  the  Executive  at  that  early  day, 
urgent  as  was  the  occasion,  and  strong  as  must 
have  been  the  desire,  to  give  strength  and 
e£Sciency  to  the  military  force,  than  by  reading 
oAe  or  two  paragraphs  from  a  supplementaiy  re- 
port of  Secretuy  McHenry,  aaoressed  to  the 
choinnan  of  the  Ocanmittee  of  Sefonce,  on  the 
81st  January,  1800. 

The  Secretary  aa^ : 

'*  Agreeably  to  the  plan  of  the  IGlitar;  Academy, 
the  directors  thereof  are  to  be  offlcen  taken  from  the 
arm; ;  consequently,  no  expense  Trill  be  incnraed  by 
such  upointments.  The  plan  also  cotitemidatcs 
that  officers  of  the  amy,  cadets,  and  non-conunia- 
sioned  oflleen,  ahall  reodvs  instnetiim  In  tbe 
Academy.  Aa  tibo  rations  and  ftid  vUch  ttiey  are 
entitled  to  fai  die  amqr  wiU  snfflcq,  for  them  in  the 
Academy,  no  additioDal  eipenee  nlU  be  req^fod 
for  objects  of  maintenance  wmte  there. 

"  The  expenses  of  semuts  and  certain  incMadil 
expenses  relative  to  tbe  police  and  admlnlstiation, 
may  be  defrayed  by  those  who  dwU  be  admitted, 
out  of  tiieir  pay  and  emohments." 
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Too  will  observe,  Ur.  Oludrman,  from  the 
phrsBeology  of  the  i«port,  that  all  were  to  oon- 
stitate  ft  port  of  your  ftotnal  militair  force; 
sad  that  whatever  additional  charges  uionld  be 
incurred,  were  to  be  d^vijed  hy  those  .who 
nught  receive  the  advantages  of  instmctaon. 
These  were  providons,  Just  as  tiiej  are  im- 
portant. Let  me  call  joor  attention  for  a  mo- 
ment to  a  r^wrt  of  Oolonel  Williams,  which 
was  made  the  sabject  of  a  special  message, 
oommnnioated  to  Congress  by  Ifr.  Jefflarson,  on 
the  18th  of  Upch«  1808. 

The  extraml  propose  to  read,  as  sustaining 
fully  the  views  of  Mr.  McHenry  upon 
point,  is  in  the  following  words : 

*'  It  nught  be  wen  to  make  the  plan  upon  sooh  a 
scale  «s  not  only  to  take  In  the  mfawr  officers  of  the 
navVf  but  also  any  youths  from  any  of  the  States  who 
mlpit  wish  for  snco  an  ednoation,  whether  designed 
for  ibe  army  or  navy,  or  neither,  and  let  them  be 
■siesBOd  tothe  vslne  of  thdredncatiwi,  which  might 
fbim  a  fbnd  for  extea  or  oonUngMit  expenses." 

sir,  theee  are  the  true  dootrinee  upon  this 
Boljeot :  doctrines  worthy  <tf  the  admlnistrsr 
tion  under  which  they  were  promulgated,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  views  of  statesmen  in 
the  earlier  and  purer  days  ot  the  republic 

Give  to  the  officers  of  your  army  the  highest 
advantages  for  perfection  In  all  the  branches 
of  railituy  science,  and  let  those  advantages  be 
open  to  allf  in  rotation,  and  under  saoh  terms 
and  regulations  as  shall  be  at  once  impartial 
toward  the  officers,  and  advantageous  to  tiie 
service ;  but  let  all  young  gentlemen  who  have 
a  taste  for  military  life,  aQ4  desire  to  adopt 
arms  as  a  profesdon,  prepare  themselves  for 
subordinate  mtoations  at  their  own  expense,  or 
at  the  expoise  of  their  parents  (Mrffoardiana,  in 
the  same  manner  that  the  youth  of  the  oonntry 
are  qoalified  for  the  promdona  of  dvQ  life. 
Sir,  while  upon  this  subject  d  gratuitous  edu- 
cation, I  will  read  an  extract  from  "Dupin's 
Military  force  of  Great  Brit^"  to  show  what 
bvor  it  finds  in  anotiier  country,  from  the 
practice  and  experience  of  which  we  may  de- 
rive some  advanti^;ea^  however  far  from  ap- 
proving of  its  institutiona  generally.  The  ex- 
tract is  from  the  2d  voL,  Vlst  page,  and  relates 
to  the  terms  on  which  young  gentlemen  are 
admitted  to  the  junior  departments  of  the  Boy- 
al  Military  Coll^  at  Sauidhnrst. 

"  Firet.  The  aons  of  officers  of  all  ranks,  whetfier 
of  the  land  or  sea  foroes,  who  have  died  to  the 
■errice,  loaTing  tbeir  tamilies  in  pe<nmiarT  distreaa; 
this  class  are  instracted,  boarded,  and  haUted, 
gratidtously  by  the  State;  being  required  only  to 
provide  their  eqtdpmeots  on  admission,  and  to 
maintMn  themaelTes  in  Unen. 

"  Secondly.  The  eons  of  all  officers  of  the  atmy 
iboTfl  the  rank  of  Stibaltenis  actually  in  Uxo  service, 
sod  wito  pay  a  sum  proporUoaed  to  their  ranks,  ac- 
eoidiDg  to  a  scale  per  annum  regulated  by  the  supreme 
board.  The  sons  of  living  nsTwl  officers  of  rank  not 
below  that  of  master  ana  commander,  are  also  ad- 
Bdtted  on  p^ment  of  annual  stipeuds^ndlar  to  those 
ef  cotisnwludii^  isnta  In  the  army.  Theoiphansons 
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of  offieen,  wlio  have  not  left  tbdr  fiudliesin  pecmiary 
difflcalties,  are  admitted  into  this  dam  on  paying  the 
stipends  requhed  of  officers  of  the  rank  held  by  their 
parents  at  tiie  time  of  their  decease. 

"Thirdly.  The  sons  of  noblemen  and  i»ivate 
gentlemen  who  pay  a  yearly  sum  equivalent  to  the 
expenses  of  their  education,  board,  and  clothing, 
according  to  a  rate  r^ulated  from  Ume  to  time  by 
the  commissionerB.'* 

Kr,  let  it  be  remembered  that  these  are  the 
regulations  of  a  Government  which,  with  all 
its  wealth  and^wer,  is,  from  its  structure  and 
practice,  groanmg  under  the  aocumoh^ed  weight 
of  penslooa,  sineom^  and  gratuitieB,  and  yet 
yon  observe  that  only  one  class,  "  the  sons  of 
officers  of  all  ranks,  whether  of  the  land  or  sea 
foroea,  who  have  died  in  tho  aervioe^  leavlog 
their  fiunilies  In  pecuniary  distress,"  are  edni 
cated  gratuitously. 

I  do  not  approve  even  of  this,  hut  I  hdd  it  up 
in  contrast  with  your  own  principles  rad  prac- 
tice. 

If  the  patience  ^f  the  committee  would  war- 
rant me,  Mr.  Ohairman,  I  could  show,  by  r^er- 
ence  to  executive  communications,  and  the  con- 
current legislation  of  Congress  in  1794,  1796, 
1803,  and  1808,  that,  prior  to  the  last-motion- 
ed dat^  such  an  institution  as  we  now  have 
was  neither  recommended  nor  contemplated. 
Upon  this  point  I  will  not  detun  you  longer ; 
but  when  hereafter  confronted  by  the  authority 
of  great  names,  I  trust  we  shall  be  told  where 
the  expressions  of  approbation  are  to  he  found. 
We  maj  then  jndge  of  th^  apidicabilitT'  to  the 
Military  Academy  as  at  present  on^anized. 

I  am  far  from  dedring  to  see  this  coantrr 
destitute  of  a  Military  Aoadany ;  hut  I  would 
have  it  a  school  of  practice,  and  instruction, 
for  officers  actu^ly  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States :  not  an  inratution  for  edaoating,  grata- 
itoQsly,  young  gentlemen,  who,  on  the  comple- 
tion of  their  term,  or  after  a  few  months'  leave 
of  absence,  resign  thiair  oommiwions  and  retam 
to  the  pursuits  of  civil  life. 

If  any  one  doubts  that  this  is  the  practical 
operation  of  your  present  system,  I  r«er  him 
to  the  annual  list  of  resignation^  to  he  finind 
in  the  acyutant  general's  offioou 

Firmly  as  I  am  oon^nced  of  the  neoesa^ 
of  a  reorganization,  I  would  take  lu^st^  to 
create  an  unjust  in^udice  agunst  the  institn- 
tion.  All  that  I  ask,  and,  ao  &r  as  I  know,  all 
that  any  of  the  opponents  of  the  institution  ask, 
is,  that  after  a  full  and  impartial  investigation, 
it  shall  stand  or -fall  upon  ita  merits.  I  know 
there  are  gradnates  of  the  institution  who  are 
ornaments  to  the  anny,  and  an  honor  to  their 
country ;  bnt  they,  and  not  the  seminary,  are 
entitied  to  the  credit.  Here  I  would  remark, 
once  for  all,  that  I  do  not  reflect  upon  the 
officers  or  pupils  of  the  Academy ;  it  is  to  the 
principles  of  the  institntion  itself  as  at  present 
organized,  that  I  object.  It  Is  often  said  that 
the  gradnates  leave  t^  institntion  with  scdaiti- 
ments  tiiat  but  ill  aocord  with  the  fedings  and 
(^liniona  of  the  great  maaa  <^  the  people  of  that 
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GoTenunent  from  which  thej  derire  the  means 
of  ednoation,  and  that  many  who  take  oommis- 
sions  possess  few  qualifications  for  the  command' 
of  men,  either  in  war  or  in  peace.  Most  of  tJie 
membOTs  of  this  Honse  have  had  more  or  less 
interconrse  with  these  jonng  gentlemen,  and  I 
leave  it  for  each  indiTidnal  to  form  his  own 
opinion  of  the  oorrectnesa  of  the  charges. 
"Ams  mnoh  I  will  say  for  myself,  that  I  believe 
that  these  and  greater  evils,  are  the  natural,  if 
not  inevitable,  resnlt  of  the  principles  in  wmcb 
this  institation  is  founded ;  and  any  system  of 
edacataon,  established  upon  similar  prinoiplea, 
on  Government  patronage  alone,  will  proaace 
like  results,  now  and  forever.  Sir,  what  are 
some  of  these  results  ?  By  the  report  of  the 
BeeretaiT  of  War.  dated  January,  1881,  we  are 
informed  that,  "  by  an  estimate  of  the  last  five 
years,  (preceding  tiiat  date,)  it  appears  that  the 
supply  of  the  army  from  the  corps  of  graduated 
cadets  has  averaged  about  twenty-two  annual- 
ly, while  those  who  graduated  are  about  forty, 
making  in  each  year  an  excess  of  ^hteen. 
The  number  received  annoallv  into  the  Acade- 
my averages  one  hundred,  of  which  only  the 
number  stated,  to  wit :  forty,  pass  throng  the 
prescribed  course  of  education  at  schools,  and 
become  supernumerary  lieutenants  in  the  ar- 
my." By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
December,  1880,  we  are  informed  tiiat  "the 
number  of  promotions  to  the  army  from  this 
corps  for  the  last  five  years,  has  averaged  about 
twenty-two  annually,  while  the  number  of  grad- 
uates has  been  at  an  average  of  forty.  This 
excess,  which  is  annually  increasing,  has  placed 
eishty-seven  in  waiting  until  vacancies  shall 
take  place ;  and  shows  that,  in  the  next  year, 
probably,  and  in  the  sacceeding  one,  certainly, 
Uwre  wiU  be  an  ezoess  b^nd  what  the  exist* 
^  lav  anthorizea  to  be  eommiaaifuied.  There 
will  then  be  one  hundred  and  dx  supernume- 
rary brevet  second  lientenaats  appurtenant'  to 
the  anny^  at  an  average  annual  expense  of  |80,- 
000."  Sir,  that  results  here  ^sdosed  were  not 
antJcipated  by  Hr.  Uadison,  is  apparent  from  a 
recurrence  to  his  messages  of  1810  and  1811. 

Inpasaing  the  law  of  1812  ,both  Congress  and 
the  President  acted  for  the  occasion,  and  they 
expected  those  who  should  succeed  them  to  act 
in  a  dn:|j|ar  manner.  Their  feelings  of  patriot- 
ism and  resentment  were  aroused,l)y  b^olding 
the  privileges  of  firemen  wantonly  invadea 
onr  glorious  stars  and  stripes  disr^rded,  uid 
naliuul  and  individnal  rights  trampled  in  the 
doBk  Hie  war  was  pending.  The  necessity 
for  increasing  the  military  force  of  the  country 
was  obvions  and  pressing,  and  the  nrgent  occa- 
sion for  increased  fiicill^  for  milita^  instmo- 
lion  equaUy  apparent. 

Sir,  it  was  under  circumstances  Uke  these, 
when  we  had  not  only  enemies  abroad,  but  I 
blush  to  say,  enemies  at  home,  that  the  institu- 
tion, as  at  present  organized,  had  its  origin.  It 
will  hardly  be  prrtended  that  it  was  the  ori^ 
nal  derign  of  vae  law  to  angmeot  the  number 
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of  persons  instnicied  beyond  the  wants  of  the 
public  service. 

Well,  the  report  of  the  Seeretary  shows  that, 
for  five  years  prior  to,  1881,  the  Academy  had 
furnished  eighteen  supernumeraries  annually. 
A  practical  operation  of  this  character  has  no 
sanction  in  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son. The  report  dononstrates,  fhrther,  the 
fruitfnlnesB  and  utility  oi  this  invitation,  bj 
showing  the  fact,  that  but  two-fifths  of  thrae 
who  enter  the  Aoademy^  graduate,  and  that  bnt 
a  fraction  more  than  one-fifth  enter  the  pnblic 
service. 

This  is  not  the  &ult  of  the  administration  of 
the  Academy ;  it  is  not  the  fault  of  young  gen- 
tiemen  who  are  sent  there;  on  your  present 
peace  establishment  there  can  be  but  little  to 
stimulate  them,  particularly  in  the  acqniatiw 
of  military  science.  There  can  hardly  be  but 
one  object  in  the  mind  of  the  student,  and  tiiat 
would  be  to  obtain  an  education  for  the  pnr- 
poses  of  civil  life.  The  difficulty  is,  that  tte 
mstitution  bos  outlived  both  tiie  occasion  that 
ooQed  it  into  exiatenoe  and  its  orinnal  dedgn. 

I  have  before  remarked  that  the  Aoademy 
was  madftetlr  enlarged  to  ooxreiipond  wiHi  m 
army  ond  militia  actually  to  be  called  into  mir- 
vice.  Look,  t^en,  for  a  moment,  at  facts,  and 
observe  witn  how  much  wisdtnn,  justice,  and 
sound  policy,  you  retain  the  provisions  the 
law  of  1612.  The  total  authorized  force  oi 
1818,  after  the  declaration  of  war,  was  68,254; 
and  in  October,  1814,  the  military  establish- 
ment amotmted  to  62,428.  By  the  act  of  Mardi, 
1816,  the  peace  establishment  was  limited  to 
10,000,  and  now  hardly  exceeds  that  nnrabw. 
Thus  you  make  a  r^uction  of  more  than 
60,000  in  your  actual  military  force,  to  accrau- 
modate  the  expenses  of  the  Oovemment  to  its 
wants.  And  why  do  yon  reftise  to  do  tiie  same 
with  Vonr  grand  system  d  public  edncotion  V 
Why  does  ^at  ranain  tmohanged?  Why  not 
reduce  it  at  once,  at  least  to  the  aotnal  wants 

the  service,  uid  dispense  with  your  corps  of 
supernumerary  lieutenmts'?  Sir,  ihere  is,  there 
can  be,  but  one  answer  to  the  question,  and 
that  may  be  found  in  the  war  report  <tf  1819, 
to  which  I  have  before  had  occasion  to  allude. 
The  Secretary  says,  "the  cadet  who  cannot  be 

{)roTided  for  in  the  army  will  return  to  private 
ife ;  but  in  the  event  of  a  war  thdr  knowl- 
edge will  not  be  lost  to  the  country." 

&ideed.  ur,  these  youne  gcntiemen,  if  thqr 
could  be  indooed  to  take  the  field,  woi^d,  after 
a  lapse  <tf  ten  or  fifteen  years,  come  np  from 
the  bar,  or  it  may  be  the  pulpit,  fresh  in  mjU- 
tary  science,  and  admiraluy  qualified  for  com- 
mand in  the  &oe  of  an  enemy  1 

The  magazine  of  fiwts,  to  prove  at  the  same 
glance  the  extravagance  tmd  nnfinitftalDess  of 
tills  institntion,  is  not  easily  exhausted ;  but  I 
am  admoniEdied  by  the  lateness  of  the  hour  to 
omit  many  considerations  which  I  regard  as 
both  interesting  and  important.  I  will  only 
detain  ihi  oonunittee  to  make  a  dngle  Btate- 
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meat,  pladng  ride  hj  side  wmie  aggregate  re- 
snlts.  There  has  already  been  expended  ttpon 
the  hifititnlion  more  than  three  mlilionB  three 
hundred  thousand  dollarB.  Between  1816  and 
1821,  thirteen  hnndred  and  ^ghteen  stndaitB 
were  admitted  into  the  Academy ;  and  of  all 
the  cadets  who  were  ever  there,  only  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  •five  remained  in  the  service  at 
the  end  of  1880.  Here  are  the  expenses  yon 
have  iacnrred,  and  the  prodnots  yon  have 
realized. 

I  leave  them  to  be  balanced  by  tLo  people. 
Bnt^  fcHrmvael^beUevingasIdothattheAMd- 
emy  stanos  forth  aa  an  anomaly  among  the 
butitotioiu  ol  thb  ooontry ;  that  it  is  at  va- 
riance  witii  tiie  spirit,  if  not  tiie  letter,  of  the 
oonstitntion  under  which  we  live :  so  long  as 
this  House  shall  deny  Investig^on  into  its 
principles  and  practical  operaticoi,  I,  as  an  in- 
dividnal  member,  will  refuse  to  aopropriate  the 
first  doUar  for  its  support. 

Ur.  O^HBBBLSNa  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  and  report  the  "  bill  for  the  8iq>preflBion 
of  Indian  hostilities,"  and  lay  &e  one  under 
conaderation  aside. 

Vr.  Bbigos  objected  to  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to  without  a  diri- 
Am.  and  Kr.  Fimoi  owoolnded  his  remarks. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  repented  both 
the  above  bills  to  the  Honse,  wlien  the  amend- 
menta  to  both  were  severally  oonoorred  in,  and 
thejr  were  ordered  to  a.third  reading,  and  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

J)eath  of  ^Praident  Uaditon. 

"Sb.  Patton,  from  the  select  ooounittee,  made 
the  following  report : 

"  The  President  of  the  United  States  havhig  com- 
monicatod  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  the  melua- 
dioly  intelligence  of  the  death  of  their  illustrious 
Bud  beloved  fellow-citizen,  Jxuxs  Madison,  of  Yir- 
ginis,  late  Freudent  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
two  Houses  sharing  in  the  general  grief  midi  this 
dstrenmp  event  must  jnoduce: 

'*Reiwxd  by  the  SmaU  and Hotut  of  Repmertt- 
vHttt  of  the  Unittd  Btaita  o/  Ameriea  in  Oongrtu 
oMitathML,  That  the  dtairs  of  the  Fresideut  of  the 
Senate,  and  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentitives  be  shrouded  In  black  duriug  the  present 
BMrion;  and  that  the  Frerident  of  the  Beoide.  the 
^Msksr  the  Souse  of  BMresentatiTcs,  end  the 
members  and  offloers  of  both  Houses,  wear  the  usual 
badge  of  mounuug  for  thirty  dajs. 

^StmAvti,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  pe(q>Ie 
of  the  United  States  to  wear  crape  on  the  left  ann, 
as  moumit^  for  thirty  days. 

^Jiaolvia,  That  the  Frerident  of  the  United 
States  be  recniested  to  transmit  a  oapj  of  these  reso- 
lutions to  lbs.  KadlsoD,  and  to  amre  her  of  the 
prafbnnd  leipeot  of  the  two  Bouses  of  OoDgress  for 
her  penon  and  diaraeter,  and  of  'ttuir  rinoere  oon- 
dolenceon  tfie  bte  alUrtiiig  dinieiisaflwi  ofPtovi- 
dnoe.** 

The  report  and  resolutions  were  oonoorred 
in  unanimously. 
On  motion  of  JSx.  BmooB, 
THui  Howe  then  a^onraed. 


Uoimi.7,  July  4, 
Tmat  /ndspsn^Mws. 
Ur.  Masok,  of  Yirgiida,  from  the  Ckmmilttee 
on  Foreign  A&ira,  made  a  report  In  relation 
to      affldrs  of  Tens,  aooon^anied  by  the  fid- 
lowing  TBSolotions: 

"  1.  JSsiofwdL  That  the  independence  of  Texas 
ought  to  be  admowledged  by  the  United'  States, 
whenever  satis&ctory  lofonnation  has  been  receired 
that  it  has  in  auccessfnl  operations  civil  Govern- 
ment, capable  of  performing  the  duties  and  i\dfilling. 
the  obligations  of  an  independent  power. 

"S.  JSs«o2«ed;  That  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes 
pendve  with  satlsftotion  that  the  Fresideat  of  the 
United  States  has  adopted  measures  to  ascertain 
the  political,  military,  and  civil  condition  of  Texas." 

Hr.  Adams  moved  to  lur  the  report  and  ro- 
solotions  on  tiie  table.  Kegatived— yeas  40, 
nays  108. 

Mr.  Petton  demanded  the  previous  question 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  ViLTJAMs,  of  North  Carolina,  thongbt  it 
not  necessary,  and  he  therefore  begged  the 
gentleman  frmn  Tennessee  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  PxTTOK  reftised,  aa.  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  time  to  disonss  the  snqJecL 

The  previous  question  was  seconded — ayes 
60,  noes  not  counted, 

Mr.  Habdib  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

Kr.  Adams  called  tat  a  ^vision  <^  the  qnes- 
tion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  resolotionf 
and  was— yeas  1S8,  uqts  20,  as  follows : 

Tbas.— ^essn.  Ash,  BeI],Bo^ee,  Bond,  Bonl^ 
Boyd,  Bunch,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  O.  Chambers, 
Chaney,  Cupman,  Chainn,  N.  H.  CUbome,  Clere- 
land,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Cnshing,  Cnshman, 
Darlington,  Denny,  Dickeraon,  Doubleday,  Dunlap, 
Forester,  French,  W.  E.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Gor^ 
land,  B.  Gariand,  Gillet,  Granger,  Griffin,  Haley, 
J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlui,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
Haynes,  Henderson,  Heister,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Ht^ley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  IngeraoU, 
Ingham,  J.  Jackson,  £  H.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson, 
H.JohnjNU,  J.W.Jones,  Sannard,  Lane,  Lawler, 
Lay,  O.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  LoyaII,Luoas, 
Lyon,  J.  Haim,  Martin,  J.  T.  Mason,  W.  Kasmi,  Man- 
ry,  Ihj,  McCuiy,  UcEav,  HcKennan,  McKlm,  Ho* 
Lene,  Mercer,  teller,  MUUgan,  Hontgomerv,  Mor* 
nn,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Fage,  Parker, 
Patterson,  Patton,  F.  Fierce,  Fettigrew,  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Finohney,  Benelier,  John  Beynolds,  Kptey, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Seymour,  A.  H.  Sbepperd, 
Shields,  ^inn,  ScUes,  Sloane,  So^th,  Spanker, 
Standetw,  Storer,  Satheriand,  Taliaferro,  Thomas, 
J.  Thomson,  Toncey,  Towns,  Underwood,  Ward, 
Washington,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L. 
Williams,  B.  WllUams— 128. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Beale, 
Clark,  Crane,  GrenneD,  H.  Hall,  Hazeltine,  Jarria, 
Lawrence,  Lincohi,  Love,  D.  J.  Fearce,  FhUlips, 
Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  Slade,  Vinton— 20. 

So  the  first  resoluticttx  was  adopted. 
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The  qoestioD  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
nscdntioii,  and  was— j-eas  118,  naya  SX 

On  motion  of  Ur.  B.  M.  Jomraon,  the  Eotue 
to(^  up  the  Joint  resolntion  from  the  Senate 
jnroponiig  the  app(niitm6nt  oi  a  J<diit  ocnnmit* 
tee  to  wait  on  the  Fraiideiit  of  the  United 
States  with  tiie  omud  meuage,  and  Hie  commit- 
tee m  the  part  of  the  Hooae  was  oraered  to 
oonufat  of  tirOi 
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JXteharge  <if  GmmittMi. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Habdot,  all  tiie  oommittoee 
of  the  Home  were  discharged  from  the  farther 
condderation  of  such  snljeots  as  had  been  re* 
ferred  to  them  and  had  not  been  acted  on. 

Hr.  B.  IL  JomreoH,  from  the  select  Joint 
oommittee  nip(rfiited  to  wait  <»i  the  PreaidMit 
of  tba  United  states^  inade  Uie  naoal  rwort. 

OomotiiHiof  Hr.  VjjaxB,  at  So^olo^ 

The  Home  a^oomed,  tine  die. 
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PKOOEEDINGS  IK  THE  SENATE. 


■Jttaaux,  December  S,  1886. 

Tlie  Senate  msembled  at  12  o'dook,  M. 

The  Vice  Pbsidebt  took  the  chidr,  and  the 
following  Senators  appeared  in  their  seata, 
viz.: 

ICr.  RuooLBs,  from  Kaine ;  Hessra.  Hvbbasd 
and  Paob,  from  New  Hampshire ;  Messrs.  Pekn- 
Traa  and  Sttut,  fivm  'Verniont;  Mr.  Da  vis, 
from  Massachusetts ;  Messrs.  Knight  and  Bob- 
bins, from  Rhode  Island;  Messrs.  Nilbb  and 
ToMUHSOET,  from  Gonnectiont;  Mr.  WmaHT, 
from  Hew  York ;  Messrs.  Southabd  and 
TVaxi-  from  New  Jersej;  Messrs.  Buchanan 
and  MoEsAzr,  from  Pennsylrania ;  lb.  Batabd, 
from  Delaware;  Mr.  Kent,  fr<m  Maryland; 
Mr.  RiTBB,  from  Yir^nia;  Mr.  Emo,  from 
Georgia;  Messrs.  Evnra  and  Mobbis,  from 
Ohio;  Messrs.  Olat  and  CBrmwDES,  from 
Kentacky;  Messrs.  Gvukdt  and  White,  from 
Tenneesee;  Messrs.  Ekkdricks  and  I^pion, 
from  Indiana;  Messrs.  Robinson  and  Ewma, 
frnn  niinois ;  Messrs.  Kino  and  Moobb,  from 
Alabama;  Mr.  Walekb,  fivm  Misdssippi; 
Messrs.  Senton  and  Ltkn,  from  Missonri. 

Mr.  Beiiton  presented  the  oredentJals  of 
Messrs.  FiTLTONand  Setieb,  Senators  elect  from 
the  new  Staf«  of  Arkansas,  and  the^  were  qnall- 
fied  and  took  their  seats. 

The  followii^  resoIaUon  was  offered  hj  Mr. 
Bebton,  and  adopted : 

Heaotved,  That  &e  Senate  proceed  to  ascertain  the 
classes  'ax  which  the  SeDatots  of  the  State  of  Ai^Aiisaa 
shall  be  maerted,  inconformitjirlth  theresdutios  of 
the  14th  of  Kay,  1789,  and  aa  the  oonstftodon  re- 
quires. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot 
box  three  papers,  of  equal  size,  numbered  1,  2,  S. 
£adi  of  the  Senatars  from  the  State  of  Arkansas 
shall  draw  oat  one  paper,  yumber  1,  if  drawn, 
shall  entitle  the  member  to  be  placed  In  the  class 
of  Senators  whose  term  of  aerrice  will  expire  the 
^  day  of  March,  IBS'; ;  nnmber  2  in  the  class 
whose  term  will  cxph«  the  8d  day  of  Uarcfa,  1889 ; 
and  number  8  in  the  class  whose  term  will  expire 
the  Sd  day  of  Karah,  1841. 

^  VM  Monding^  w  deienninedf  lot, 


that  Mr.  Setieb's  term  dionld  expire  in  168T, 
and  Mr.  Fulton's  in  1841. 

On  motifHi  of  GBmiDT,  a  committee  was 
ordered  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  on  a  Joint  committee  of  both  Honsea^ 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  tiie  TTnited  States^ 
and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  both  Hooses 

Congress  are  assembled,  and  readr  to  rec^ve 
from  hmi  snch  communication  as  he  may  be 
pleased  to  nudce. 

Messrs.  Gbdndt  and  Swm  were  appointed 
by  the  Chair  members  of  said  oranmittee,  on 
thepart  of  the  Senate. 

The  Chaih  presented  the  following  letter  of 
resignation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate : 
WAsmHOTON,  December  6, 1886. 

SiB :  I  herewith  resign  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Having  so  long  possessed  the  confidence  of  the 
Senate,  and  emoyed  such  coatiuued  and  friendly 
intercourse  with  its  members,  it  is  with  feelings  of 
deep  and  ndnfU  sensibility  I  now  separate  from 
them ;  and  these  feelings  are  greatly  increased, 
when  I  reflect  on  the  oonrtesy  and  kindness  Z  have 
received  from  yoorsel^  as  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  Senate,  and  on  the  oniform  and  unbroken  con- 
fidence and  fiiendship  which  haTe  for  so  many 
years  subsisted  between  us.  TSo  length  of  time  or  • 
change  of  circumstances  will  erer  efikce  from  my 
mind  the  recollections  growing  out  of  these  associ- 
ations ;  and  I  shall  always  r^oice  to  hear  of  your 
inosperity  and  hapidoess,  and  of  th^  of  every 

memher  of  the  Senate.  '   

WALTER  LOWBUL 

Hon.  Maktin  Tas  Bokxit, 

Vice  Frendent  ofihe  United  Statu 

and  JfresidetU  of  the  Benat*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  Cleric  of  the  Senate  per- 
form the  duties  of  Secretary  till  a  Secretary  shall 
be  appointed. 

Mr.  Maohen  aooordingly  took  the  usual  req- 
uisite oath. 


TcEBDAT,  December  6. 
The  amraal  Message  from  the  President  ot 
the  United  States  was  received,  and  read  b7  the 
oodng  Secawtary: 
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FtltouHsUuent  of  the  Senate 

and  Houm  of  RepntentaHvet ; 
Addressing  to  70a  the  last  umoal  Ueasage  I  shall 
erw  iwesent  to  the  Congress  the  TJnit^  States, 
it  is  a  Bonroe  of  the  most  heartfelt  eatlflfaction  to 
be  able  to  congratolate  yon  on  the  high  state  of 
prosperity  irhich  our  beloved  country  has  attained. 
With  no  causes  at  home  or  abroad  to  lessen  the  con- 
fidence with  which  wc  look  to  the  future  for  continu- 
ing proofs  of  the  county  of  our  free  instilations  to 
produce  all  the  fruits  of  good  goranment,  the  general 
oondidoii  of  onr  aflhin  may  well  ezdte  onr  national 
pride. 

I  cannot  ftvoid  congratulating  yon,  and  my  country 
particularly,  on  the  success  of  the  eSbrts  made  during 
my  adminiatratioQ  by  the  Executive  and  Legislature, 
in  ooofonnity  with  the  sincere,  constant,  and  earnest 
derire  v£  the  people,  to  innintjin  peace,  and  establish 
cordial  relations  wiui  idl  fordgn  powers.  Our  grad- 
tnde  is  due  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe, 
and  I  invite  you  to  unite  with  me  in  offning  to  him 
fervent  supplication,  that  his  providential  care  may 
ever  be  extended  to  thoee  who  follow  us,  enabling 
them  to  avoid  the  dangers  and  the  horrors  of  war, 
condstently  with  a  just  and  fndiq)ensable  r^ord  to 
the  rii^its  and  honor  of  our  country.  But,  although 
ihe  "present  state  of  our  foreign  af&irs,  standing 
without  important  change  as  they  did  when  yon  sepa- 
rated in  July  last,  is  flattering  in  the  extreme,  Z  regret 
to  say  that  many  questions  of  an  intCreating  <£ar- 
acter,  at  issue  wiUi  other  powers,  are  yet  unadjusted. 
Amongst  the  most  prominent  of  these  is  that  of  our 
north-eastern  boundary.  With  an  undiminished  oonfl- 
denoe  in  the  sincere  desire  of  his  Britannic  Uqesty's 
Oovemmant  to  a^nat  that  question,  I  am  not  yet  in 
poaseanon  of  the  predse  grounds  upon  which  it  pro- 
poses a  satis&ctOTy  at^ustment. 

With  France,  our  diplomatic  relations  have  been 
resumed,  and  under  circumstances  which  attest  the 
disposition  of  both  Oovemments  to  preserve  a  mu- 
tually benefit^  interoouree,  and  foster  those  amicable 
f^Ungs  which  are  so  strongly  required  by  the  true 
interest  of  the  two  countrie&  With  Bussia,  Austria, 
PruB^  N^iles,  Sweden,  and  Senmarlc,  the  best  un- 
derstanding e^sts,  and  our  commercial  intercourse  Is 
gradually  expanding  itself  with  them.  It  Is  encour- 
aged in  all  tiiese  countries,  excq>t  Naples,  by  their 
mutually  advantageona  and  liberal  treaty  stipiuations 
*     with  US. 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  on  Portugal  are  admitted 
to  be  just,  but  proviaon  for  the  payment  of  them  has 
been  unfortunately  delayed  by  frequent  political 
changes  In  that  bii^om. 

The  blessings  of  peace  have  not  been  secured  by 
Spain.  Our  gonnections  with  that  country  are  en  the 
beat  footing,  irith  the  exception  of  the  burdens  still 
imposed  upon  our  commerce  with  her  possesrions 
out  of  Europe. 

The  chums  of  American  citizens  for  lasses  sustained 
at  the  bombardment  of  Antwerp,  have  been  presented 
to  the  Oovemments  of  Holland  and  Belgium,  and  will 
be  pressed,  m  due  season,  to  settiement 

With  Brazil,  and  all  our  neighbors  of  this  conti- 
nent, we  continue  to  muntaln  relations  flml^  and 
ooncmrd,  extending  our  eommeree  with  them  as  fhr  as 
the  resources  of  uie  pe<^e  and  the  policy  of  their 
Governments  will  pomit  The  just  end  long-stand- 
ing (dalms  of  our  dtizens  upon  some  of  ihem  are 
yet  sources  of  dissatisfaction  and  complaint.  No 
danger  is  a|mrdiended,  however,  that  they  will  not  be 
peaoeAiUy,  dtfaoof^  tardily,  aAwnrhdged  and  paid 
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by  aD,  unless  the  irritating  eflf^  of  her  straggle  with 
Texaa  should  unfortunately  moke  our  inune^ate 
neighbor,  Hexico,  an  exception. 

It  is  already  known  to  you,  by  the  correspoodenoe 
between  the  two  Governments  communicated  at  your 
last  session,  that  our  conduct  in  relation  to  that 
struggle  is  regulated  by  the  same  principles  that 
governed  us  in  the  dispute  between  Spun  and  Hexico 
herself;  and  I  trust  that  it  will  be  found,  on  the  most 
severe  scrutiny,  that  our  acts  have  strictly  cotre- 
qponded  -with  our  profesMons,  That  the  inhaUtants 
of  the  United  States  should  feel  Arong  prepoasarions 
for  the  one  party,  is  not  surprising.  But  Has  ar- 
cumstance  should,  of  itself,  teach  us  great  cantian, 
lest  it  lead  us  into  the  great  error  of  suofeiing  public 
policy  to  be  regulated  by  partiality  or^rgudice ;  and 
there  are  considerations  connected  with  the  poenUe 
result  of  this  contest  between  the  twopaities  of  bo 
much  delicacy  and  importance  to  the  United  States, 
tiiat  our  character  requires  that  we  should  adOier 
anticipate  events,  nor  attempt  to  control  them.  The 
known  desire  of  the  Texana  to  become  a  part  of  our 
system,  although  its  gratification  depends  up<m  the 
recondlement  of  various  and  conflicting  interesia, 
necessarily  a  woA  of  time,  and  uncertain  In  itad^  is 
calculated  to  expose  our  conduct  to  misoonstraction 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  There  are  already  those 
who,  todUferent  to  principle  themselves,  and  prone 
to  suspect  the  want  of  it  m  others,  charge  as  with 
ambitious  deigns  and  inadioua  policy.  Ton  will 
perceive  by  the  accompanying  documents,  that  the 
extraordinary  mission  fiom  Hexico  has  been  termi- 
noted,  on  the  sole  grounds  thtlt  the  obligations  of  tins 
Government  to  itself  and  to  Hexico,  under  treaty 
stipulations,  have  compelled  me  to  trust  a  ^scn- 
tionary  authority  to  a  high  officer  of  our  army,  to 
advance  into  territory  claimed  as  part  of  Texas,  if 
necessary,  to  protect  our  own  or  the  nrighboring 
frontier  from  Indian  depredation.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  Mexican  functionary,  nho  has  just  left  us,  the 
honor  of  his  oountrr  will  be  wounded  American 
sd^em  entering,  vritb  the  most  andcable  avowed  par- 
poses,  upon  ground  from  vrtdch  the  foUowere  of^lils 
Government  have  been  expelled,  and  over  whidi 
there  is  at  present  no  certainty  of  a.serious  effort  on 
its  part  being  made  to  re-establish  its  dominion,  lite 
departure  of  this  minister  was  the  more  singular,  as 
he  was  apprised  that  the  anffli^ency  of  the  causes 
assigned  mr  the  advance  of  our  troops  by  the  asn- 
mandlng  general  had  been  seriously  doubted  by  me, 
and  that  there  was  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  their  commander  having 
had  time  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the 
infonnation  upon  wluch  they  had  been  marched  to 
Nac(^oches,  would  be  either  there  in  perfect  accord- 
ance with  the  principles  admitted  to  be  just  in  hii 
conference  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  Mexi- 
can ndnister  himsdfj  or  were  already  withdrawn  ta 
consequence  of  the  impressive  warnings  their  com- 
manding officer  had  received  fVom  the  Department 
of  War.  It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  his  Qoveni- 
roent  will  take  a  more  dispassionate  and  just  view  of 
this  subject,  and  not  be  disposed  to  construe  a  meas- 
ure of  justiflflble  precaution,  nude  necessary  by  ib 
known  inability  in  execution  of  the  stipulations  of 
our  treaty  to  act  upon  the  fhmtier,  into  an  encroadi- 
ment  upon  its  rights  or  stun  upon  its  honor. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  ancient  complunts  of  in- 
justice, made  on  behalf  of  our  dtizens,  are  disregarded, 
and  new  causes  of  dissf^sfaction  have  arisen,  some 
of  them^adiaracter requiring  prompt  rmonsttanoe, 
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and  imple  uid  immediate  redreea,  I  trost,  bowerer, 
iiy  tempering  firmnesa  iritb  comteBy,  and  acting  with 
great  ibrbeannce  upon  ereiy  incddent  that  bu  occur- 
red, or  that  vofij  iuppea,  to  do  and  to  obtaia  jiurtice, 
and  thus  avoid  the  neoeeai^  <tf  again  brining  tbig 
subject  to  the  view  of  Congreea. 

It  ifl  my  duty  to  remind  you  that  no  provisioa  has 
been  made  to  execute  our  treaty  with  Uexioo  for 
tracing  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  oomUnee. 
WbiiteTer  may  be  the  prospect  of  Mexico's  soon 
being  able  to  execute  the  treaty  on  its  part,  it  Is 
proper  that  we  should  be,  in  anticipatioti,  prepared  at 
all  times  to  perform  our  oUisations,  without  regard 
to  the  probable  condition  of  those  with  whom  we 
have  contracted  them. 

The  result  of  the  confidential  inquiries  mode  into 
the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  newly  declared 
Texan  Qomnment,  will  be  ■rr™""''***^  to  you  In 
the  ODone  of  the  seaoon. 

CtHnmerdal  treaties,  promising  great  adTantages 
to  our  enterprising  mendiants  and  navigatora,  have 
been  formed  with  ttie  distant  Governments  of  Muscat 
and  Siam.  The  ratiflcations  have  been  exchanged, 
but  have  not  reached  the  Department  of  State. 
Copies  ot  the  treaties  will  be  transmitted  to  you,  if 
received  before,  or  published,  if  arriving  alter,  the 
dose  of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

Kothing  has  occurred  to  interrupt  the  good  under- 
standing ^atbas  long  existed  with  the  Barbary  Powers, 
nor  to  check  the  good  will  which  Is  gradually  grow- 
ing up  in  our  interoontse  wiUi  the  dominionB  <^  the 
GovOTonent  of  the  ^stlngnidwd  ddef  (tf  the  Ottomsn 
Emigre. 

-  Information  has  been  recdved  at  the  Department 
of  State,  that  a  treaty  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco 
has  just  been  negotiated,  wliid),  I  nope,  will  be  re- 
ceived in  time  to  be  laid  before  the  Seurie  previous 
to  the  close  of  the  session. 

Ton  will  peroeive,  tmm  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  that  tiie  fin«nWiii  means  o(  the 
country  continue  to  keep  pace  with  its  improvement 
in  all  other  req>ectB.  Tbe  teodpts  into  ibe  l^easuty 
durii^'tbe  present  year  will  amount  to  about 
147,691,898 ;  those  from  customs  bdng  estimated 
at  122,528,101 ;  those  from  lands  at  about  $24,000,- 
000;  and  the  residue  from  mieeeUaneons  sources. 
The  expenditures  for  all  olgects  durii^  the  year  are 
estimated  not  to  exceed  $82,000,000,  which  will  leave 
t  balance  In  the  Treasury  for  public  purposes,  on  the 
1st  day  of  January  next,  of  about  $41,728,959.  This 
sum,  with  the  exception  of  five  miUiona,  ^11  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  several  States,  in  aecMoance  with  the 
provtsiona  of  the  act  regulating  the  depoists  <tf  the 
putdie  money. 

The  unexpended  balances  of  appropriation  on  the 
1st  day  of  January  next,  are  esUnuted  at  $14,686,- 
062,  exceeding  by  $9,636,062,  the  amount  iridch  irill 
be  left  in  the  deposit  banks,  subject  to  the  draft  of 
the  Treasurer  of  tiie  United  States,  after  the  contem- 
plated transfers  to  the  several  States  are  mada  If, 
therefore,  the  future  recdpta  should  not  be  suffldent 
to  meet  these  outstanding  and  future  appropriations, 
there  may  be  soon  a  necesei^  to  use  a  portion  of  the 
fnnds  deposited  witii  the  States. 

The  consequences  apprehended  when  the  deposit 
act  of  the  last  session  received  a  reluctant  approval, 
have  been  measurably  realiced.  Thoughanactmerely 
for  the  deposit  of  the  surplus  moneys  of  the  United 
States  in  the  State  treasuries  for  safe-keepitw,  until 
they  may  be  wanted  for  the  serrice  ot  the  General 
Q^emBunt,  it  hH  twsn  eiteMhralj  i^okeiL  «F  M  en 
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act  to  give  the  money  to  the  several  States,  and  they 
have  been  advised  to  use  it  as  a  gift,  without  r«|anl 
to  the  means  of  refunding  it  when  caDed  fiir.  Such 
a  eaggea&m  has  doubtless  been  made  without  a  due 
consideration  of  the  obUgation  of  the  depodt  act, 
and  without  a  proper  attention  to  the  varions  prin- 
dples  and  interests  which  are  affected  by  iL  It  is 
manifest  that  the  law  itself  cannot  sanction  sudi  s 
suggestion,  and  that,  as  it  now  stands,  the  Btatee  bare 
no  tacftS  authority  to  recdve  and  use  these  deporila, 
without  intending  to  return  them,  than  any  deposit 
bank,  or  any  individual  temporarily  charged  with  the 
safe-keeping  or  application  of  the  public  money  would 
now  have  for  converting  the  same  to  their  private 
use,  without  the  consent  and  against  the  wtU  of  the 
Government.  But  independently  of  the  violation  of 
public  faith  and  moral  obligation  which  are  invdved 
in  this  suggestion,  when  examined  in  nfyrvaca  to  ^ 
toms  of  the  present  depodt  act,  tt  b  believed  that  die 
considerations  which  should  govern  the  fatnre  legisla- 
tion of  Congress  on  this  subject  will  be  equally  oondu- 
sive  against  the  adoption  of  any  measure  re<wgnldng 
the  prindplea  on  which  the  suggestion  has  been  made. 

Considering  the  intimate  connection  of  the  subject 
with  the  financial  intnests  of  the  country,  and  Us 
great  hnportanoe  in  iritaterer  aqiect  it  can  be  vtewedf 
I  have  bestowed  upon  it  the  most  anxious  reflection, 
and  fed  it  to  be  my  duty  to  state  to  Congress  sooh 
thou^ta  as  have  occurred  to  me,  to  aid  th^  delibera- 
tion  in  treating  it  in  the  manner  beat  calculated  to 
conduce  to  the  oommon  good. 

The  experience  of  other  nations  admonished  us  to 
hasten  the  extanguisfament-  of  tiie  puldie  debt ;  bat 
it  will  be  in  vain  that  w^have  congratulated  each 
other  upon  the  disappearance  of  this  evil,  if  we  do 
not  guard  against  the  equally  great  one  of  promoting 
tiie  unnecessary  accumulation  of  public  revenue,  No 
political  maxim  is  better  establidied  than  that  which 
tells  us  that  an  improvident  expenditure  of  money  is 
the  parent  of  profligacy,  and  that  no  people  can  hope 
to  perpetuate  their  liberties,  who  long  acquiesce  in  a 
pdicy  wliich  taxes  them  for  ottjects  not  neoessBiy  to 
the  Intimate  and  real  wants  of  thebr  Government 
Flattering  as  is  the  condition  of  our  countiy  at  the 
present  period,  because  of  its  unexampled  advance 
in  all  the  steps  of  soddl  and  political  improvement, 
it  cannot  be  disguised  that  th«e  is  a  luriting  danger 
already  wpareut  In  the  n^leot  of  tUe  warning  tndh, 
and  that  a>e  time  has  arriv^  when  the  representatives 
of  the  pe4^le  sKould  be  employed  in  devidi^  some 
more  appropriate  remedy  than  now  exists,  to  avert  ik 

Under  our  present  revenue  system,  there  is  every 
probability  that  there  will  continue  to  be  a  surplus 
beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government;  and  it  has 
become  onr^^  to  deddeiriiether  sodi  a  remit  be 
oondstent  wlfli  tiie  true  oljects  of  our  Oovanment, 

Should  a  surplus  be  permitted  .to  accumulate  be- 
yond the  qmn^niations,  it  must  be  retained  in  the 
Treasury  as  It  now  is,  or  distributed  amcfng  the  peo- 
ple of  the  States. 

To  retain  it  in  the  Treasury,  unemployed  in  any 
way,  is  impracticable.  It  fs,  beddes,  against  tiie 
genius  of  our  free  institutions  to  lock  up  in  vaults 
tiie  treasure  of  the  nation.  To  take  from  the  people 
the  i^t  of  bearing  arms,  and  put  their  we^tons  o[ 
defence  in  the  hands  of  a  standing  army,  would  be 
scarody  more  dangerous  to  thdr  liberties,  than  to 
permit  the  Government  to  accumtdate  immense 
amounts  of  toeasure  beyond  the  supplies  necessary 
to  its  legitimate  wants.  Snch  a  treasure  would 
doabdsM  be  employed  at  some  time,  as  it  has  been 
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in  other  cotrntrifls,  wfaen  {^iportaiiity  tempted  ambi- 
tion. 

To  eoD«ot  it  merdr  for  diatribotion  to  the  Btites, 
would  seem  to  be  tughly  impolitia,  if  notai  du^erooi 
IS  the  proposition  to  retain  it  in  the  Trtmarj.  The 
ahorteet  reflection  must  satisfy  erery  one  that,  to 
require  the  people  to  pay  taxes  to  the  OoTemmeot 
movly  that  they  mity  be  paid  bade  again,  is  qtortiiig 
irith  the  Bobetaatial  intereetft  of  the  ootmtiy,  and  no 
sygtem  irtiii^  prodnoee  Bocih  a  lesnlt  can  be  bqwcted 
to  receive  the  puUio  oountenanoe.  '  Nothing  oookl 
be  gained  by  it,  erenif  eadi  indindnalirhooontrib- 
ntea  a  poilion  of  the  tax  could  receive  back  promptly 
the  same  portion.  But,iti8apparent,thatno8yEiem 
of  ^e  kbid  can  ever  be  enforced,  which  will  not 
absorb  a  considerajble  porUon  of  the  m<mey  to  be  dis- 
tributed in  salaries  and  oommisaions  to  the  agents  em- 
Iiloyed  in  the  procen^  and  in  the  Tniotu  loMei  and 
defgeofationB  which  anee  from  otfaec  eawDco;  andilie 
praodcal  effect  of  sudi  an  attmipt  most  ever  be  to 
burden  the  people  with  taxes,  not  for  putpoees  bene- 
fidal  to  them,  but  to  swell  the  profits  of  depomt 
banks,  and  support  a  band  of  oseless  public  ofBcera. 

A  distribation  to  the  people  Is  im^iotioable  and 
tuyust  in  other  respects.  It.woold  be  taking  one 
man's  property,  aoid  giving  it  to  another.  Budi 
would  be  me  unavoidable  r^iilt  of  a  rale  of  eqnality, 
(and  none  otlier  is  spoken  of^  or  would  be  likely  to  be 
adopted,)  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  mode  by  wUch  the 
amount  of  the  individual  contributions  of  our  citizens 
to  the  puUic  revenue  can  be  ascertained.  We  know 
that  tl^  contribute  wujtiaUy;  and  ande,  therefore, 
tiiat  would  distribute  to  them  MuoUy,  would  be  liable 
to  aD  the  djections  wfaidi  apfuy  to  the  principle  of 
an  equal  division  of  pn^tetty.  To  make  the  General 
OoTemment  the  instrument  of  carrying  this  odious 
principle  iato  effect,  would  be  at  once  to  destroy  the 
means  of  its  usefulaeas  and  diange  the  character  de- 
dgned  for  it  by  the  fnunets  of  £e  conBtituticm. 

But  the  more  extended  and  iiuurioas  ooneequencee 
likely  to  result  tuna  a  policy  wbidi  would  oolldct  a 
fiuiplos  revenue  fir  the  pnipose  of  distributiiu;  it, 
may  be  fordbty  iUusbvted  by  an  examination  of  the 
efibcta  already  produced  by  ^e  present  depomt  act 
This  act,  althouEh  certiunly  deigned  to  secure  the 
safe-keeping  of  me  public  revenue,  is  not  entirely  free 
in  its  temtoodes  from  any  of  the  ot^et^na  wtiich 
to  this  principle  of  ■  distribution.  Ttw  Govem- 
ment  had,  vittiont  nece8uty,-ieoeiTed  fimn  Uie  people 
a  large  stu[du8,  which,  in8teadj)f  behig  ^i^yed  as 
heretofore,  and  returned  to  them  by  means  of  the 

St>li£  expenditure,  was  deposited  witti  sundry  bad^ 
e  banks  proceeded  to  make  loans  upon  this  sut^ua, 
and  thus  converted  it  into  banking  cqutal ;  and  in 
tiila  maimer  it  has  tended  to  multiply  bank  charters, 
■ad  h«  had  a  great  agenpy  in  produdng  a  spirit  of 
wild  speculation.  The  possession  and  use  of^e  prop- 
erty out  of  which  this  surplus  was  created  bdonged 
to  the  people  \  but  the  Government  tias  truisfencd 
its  poeaesfflou  to  incorporated  banks,  vriioBe  interest 
and  efiort  it  is  to  make  large  profits  out  of  its  use. 
This  process  need  only  be  stated  to  Aow  its  iijustice 
and  bad  policy. 

And  ue  same  observatibns  q)ply  to  the  Influence 
iriiidi  is  prodooed  by  the  stepa  necessary  to  collect  as 
wdl  as  to  distribute  such  a  revenue.  About  tluree- 
fiftbs  of  all  the  duties  on  imports  are  paid  in  the  dty 
of  Xew  Tork ;  but  it  is  obvious  tlut  the  means  to  pay 
tboee  duties  are  drawn  from  every  quarter  of  the 
Union.  £vny  dtizoi  in  every  State,  who  purchases 
and  OMioniM  an  artloie  irtUob  bw  p^  a  di^  at  tiMi 


port, omtributes  to  tteaooamnlathig  mass.  Tbeaor- 
plus  coDeoted  there,  mmtf  Hunhn,  hemade  iq»  at 
moneys  or  property  wtthdMwn  ttttn  oAer  ptdnta  and 
otherStatea.  Thus  the  wealth  and  burinessof  eveiy 
region  from  which  these  surplus  flmds  proceed,  moat 
be  to  some  extent  injured,  while  that  of  the  place 
where  the  fbnds  an  concentrated  are  employed 
in  banking  are  propoctioDaUy  ftxtended.  Bat  bqdi 
bi  making  the  tranttbr  of  the  ftmds  which  are  flnt 
neoeaaary  to  pay  the  dnties  and  collect  the  ampliM, 
and  in  making  the  re-transfer  wUdi  bectHoesneceasaij 
when  the  time  anives  for  the  distribution  <tf  that 
BorpluB,  there  is  a  oondderable  period  when  tiie  ftmds 
cannot  be  brouf^t  into  use ;  and  it  is  manifeet  ttta;^ 
beddes  the  loss  inevitable  from  such  an  opwatioii, 
its  tendendea  is  to  produce  fluctuations  in  the  bosi- 
nesB  of  Uie  ooontry,  which  are  always  productive  ot 
qmsdatfoB,  and  detrfmeDtd  to  the  intcnesta  ngo- 
lar  tndft  Aigmnent  can  searody  be  necessaiy  to 
diow  tiiat  a  measure  of  this  character  ought  not  to 
receive  fbrther  le^dative  encouragement. 

By  oTMttinjwg  the  [wactiGal  f>paation  oS  Ae  ratio 
for  distribution  adoi^ed  in  tiie  deport  lull  of 
last  session,  we  shall  discover  other  features  Oiat  ap- 
pear equally  ol^ectiouable.  ZiOt  it  be  assumed,  fbr  the 
sakeof  argument,  that  the  surplus  moneys  to  be  de- 
podted  with  the  States  have  l>e^  collected  and  belong 
to  them  in  the  ratio  of  their  federal  representative 
population — an  aasumptioQ  founded  upon  the  &ct 
that  any  defldendes  in  our  future  revenue  from  im- 
posts and  publio  lands  must  l>e  made  up  by  direct  taxes 
collected  from  the  States  in  that  ratio.  It  is  proposed 
to  distribute  the  surplus,  say  $80,000,000,  not  acoxd- 
to  the  ratio  In  wh^  it  has  been  collected  and 
ngs  to  the  people  of  the  States,  but  in  that  of 
their  votes  in  the  colleges  of  electors  of  Prerident 
and  Vice  President  Tao  dfect  of  a  distribution  of 
that  ratio  is  shown  by  the  annexed  table,  marked  A 
By  an  examinatimi  of  that  taUe,  it  vrill  be  percdv- 
ed  that  in  the  distribution  of  tiie  soridus  of  $80,000,000 
upon  that  basis,  there  is  a  great  departore  from  the 
I»indple  which  regards  representation  as  tiM  tiae 
measure  of  taxation ;  and  it  will  be  found  that  the 
tendency  of  that  departure  will  l>e  to  increase  what- 
ever inequalities  have  been  supposed  to  attend  the 
operationof  our  federal  system  in  respect  to  its  bear- 
ings upon  the  different  iotereets  of  the  Union.  In 
making  tiie  bads  of  rqucsentatim  the  bads  of  taxa- 
tion, too  framm  of  the  oonstitotion  intendBd  to 
equalize  the  burdens  which  are  necessary  to  sopport 
the  GoTomment;  and  the  adopti<»t  of  that 
while  it  accomplished  this  ol^ject,  was  aiso  tiie  means 
of  equating  other  great  topics  arising  out  of  the  coo- 
flicting  views  reflecting  the  political  equality  of  the 
various  members  of  the  confederacy.  Whatever, 
therefore  disturbs  the  liberal  spirit  of  the  compro- 
mises wUdi  estaUlsbed  a  rule  of  taxation  so  just  and 
equitaUe,  and  wUch  experience  has  proved  to  be  so 
well  adwted  to  the  gemns  and  haUts  of  our  people^ 
Bhould  be  reodved  with  the  greatest  cantitm  and 
distnist, 

A  bare  Inmection,  in  the  annexed  taUe,  of  tiie  ^ 
ferenoes  jwoaaoed  by  the  ratio  used  in  the  depodt 
act  com[KiTed  witii  the  resoltB  of  a  cUstiibution  aeootd* 
ingto  therattot^  direct  taxation,  must  satisfy eveiy 
unpKgudiced  mhid  that  tiie  fonner  ratio  ccmtiavaies 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  produces  a  device 
of  injustice  in  the  operation  of  the  Federal  Goveni- 
ment  which  would  be  btdto  the  h<^  of  peipetnatiBg 
it  By  tlie  ratio  of  direct  taxatiuk,  for  example,  the 
State  of  JMawm,  in  the  ooUeotiat  of  $SO^OOO,tfO 
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of  reyenuc,  would  pay  into  the  treaatiry  9186,716  ; 
and  in  tbo  dutribotion  of  $80,000,000  she  voold  re- 
wSjb  hack  from  the  GoTanment,  sccordiDg  to  the 
ratio  of  the  deporit  bill,  the  Bum  of  $306,122 ;  and 
Bimilar  results  would  follow  the  compsrison  between 
the  small  and  the  large  States  throughout  ttie  Union ; 
tiks  realizing  to  the  small  States  an  advaatage  which 
woi^  be  doubtless  as  unacceptable  to  them  aa  a  mo- 
tiTe  for  incorporating  the  principle  in  any  STstem 
irtiich  would  produce  it,  as  it  would  be  inconsistent 
with  the  rights  and  expectations  of  the  large  States. 
It  was  certainly  the  intention  of  tiiat  providon  of  the 
constitution  which  decbvea  that  "  all  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises"  sball  "be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States,"  to  make  the  burdens  of  taxation  fall  equally 
upon  the  people,  in  whatever  State  of  the  Union  they 
may  reside.  But  what  wotdd  bo  the  ralue  of  such  a 
nnlAMim  ruie,  if  the  nwoeys  raiaed  by  it  oould  be  im- 
mediatdy  retunwd  by  •  dllferait  one,  widdi  will  give 
to  the  people  of  Bome  States  much  more,  and  to  those 
of  others  much  less,  than  tbelr  fair  proportions  t 
Were  the  Federal  GoTenunent  to  exempt,  in  express 
terms,  the  imports,  products,  and  manufactures  of 
some  portions  of  tba  country  from  all  duUes,  while 
it  imposed  heavy  odca  on  others,  the  ttunsiice  could 
not  be  greater.  It  mmld  Ite  eisj  to  mow  how,  by 
the  operation  of  such  a  principle,  the  large  States  of 
the  Union  would  not  only  tuve  to  conMbute  their 
Just  share  towards  ^e  support  of  the  Federal  Oot- 
cmment,  but  also  hare  to  bear  in  some  degree  the 
toxea  necessary  to  support  the  GoTermnenta  of  their 
smaller  alstera ;  hut  H  is  deemed  tmneoessaiy  to 
state  the  details  where  &e  general  prindple  is  so  ob- 
Tiona. 

A  system  liable  to  such  objections  can  never  be 
supposed  to  hare  been  ssnctioned  by  the  framera  of 
the  constitution,  when  they  conferred  on  Congress 
the  taxing  power ;  and  I  fee!  persuaded  that  a  mature 
examination  of  the  subject  will  eatiafy  every  one 
that  there  are  Insonnountable  difficulties  in  the  opera- 
tion of  anj  plan  which  can  be  devised,  of  oolleeting  the 
revenue,  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it.  Congress 
19  only  authorized  to  levy  taxes  "  to  pay  ths  debt* 
axd  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  gmeral  wel- 
fare of  the  United  Statee."  Tbere  is  no  such  provis- 
ioa  as  would  authorize  Congress  to  collect  together 
tbe  property  of  the  country,  under  the  name  of  rev- 
enue,  for  the  purpoae  of  ifividing  It  equally  or  lui' 
equally  among  the  States  or  tiie  peoi^  Indeed,  It 
is  not  probable  that  such  an  idea  ever  occurred  to  the 
Statea  when  they  adopted  the  constitution.  But, 
however  this  may  be,  the  only  safe  rule  for  us,  in  intci^ 
pretine  the  powers  granted  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment,  la  to  r^ard  £e  absence  of  express  anUiority 
to  ton<ii  a  subject  so  important  and  delicate  as  this  is, 
as  equivalent  to  a  prohibition. 

Even  if  our  powers  were  lees  doubtful  in  this  re- 
flect, as  the  constitndoD  now  stands,  there  are  contid- 
cratioQS  afflvded,  by  reoeU  experience,  wUch  would 
seem  to  mahe  it  our  ditty  to  arad  a  reaort  to  sndi « 
system. 

All  will  admit  that  Uw  rimplidly  and  economy  of 
the  &ate  Governments  mdnlydqioid  on  the  fact  that 
muiey  has  to  be  sn^pUed  to  aonwrt  them  by  the 
same  men  or  tfaeh-  agents  who  vote  h  aVay  in  appro- 
priationa.  Hence,  when  there  are  extravagant  and 
wasteful  appropriations,  there  must  be  a  coTFCspcmd- 
ing  increase  of  taxes;  and  tha  people,  becoming 
amkened,  will  necessarily  scrutinize  the  diaracter  of 
measures  which  thus  increase  their  burdens.  By  the 
watd|ful  eye  of  Belf-interest,  the  agents  of  the  pwmle 
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in  the  State  Government  are  repreesed,  and  kepi 
within  the  limit  of  «  jnst  eiXHiomy.  But  if  tbe  ne- 
cessity of  levying  ttie  taxes  be  taken  from  those  wito 
make  the  appropriations,  and  thrown  upon  a  more 
distant  and  less  responsible  set  of  public  agents,  who 
have  power  to  q)pToadi  the  people  by  an  indirect  and 
stealthy  taxation,'  there  ia  reason  to  fear  that  prodigil- 
ity  wUl  soon  supersede  those  characteristics  wmch 
have  thus  far- made  us  look  with  so  much  pride  and 
confidence  to  the  State  Qovemmenta  as  the  mafaistay 
of  our  union  and  liberties.  The  State  Legidi^urea^ 
instead  of  studying  to  restrict  their  State  expendi- 
tures to  thennallest  pos^ble  sum,  will  claim  credit  for 
their  prof^i^n,  and  harass  the  General  OoverameBt 
for  increased  supplies.  Practically,  there  would  soon 
be  but  one  taxing  power,  and  that  vested  in  a  body 
of  men  far  removed  from  the  people,  in  which  tlw 
fanning  and  medwnio  iatwests  would  acaredybo  rep- 
resented. Tbe  States  would  gradually  lose  timr 
purity  aa  well  aa  tb&r  inde)>endence ;  they  would  not 
dare  to  murmur  at  the  proceedings  of  ttie  Guteral 
Government,  lest  they  should  lose  their  supplies ;  all 
would  be  mCTged  in  a  practical  consolidation,  cement- 
ed by  wide-spread  conniption,  which  oould  cady  be 
eradicated  by  one  of  those  Uoody  revolntfona  indoh 
occaMonally  overthrow  the  despotic  systems  c€  tin  dd 
worid. 

In  all  the  other  aspects  in  which  I  have  been  able 
to  look  at  the  effect  of  such  a  principle  of  distribu- 
tion upon  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  I  can  pee 
notbii^  to  compensate  for  the  disadvanti^;ea  to  whic^ 
1  have  adverted.  If  we  consider  the  protective  du- 
ties, iriiich  are,  in  a  great  degree,  the  source  of  the 
euiplus  revenue,  benefidal  to  one  seetion  of  the  ■ 
UmoQ  and  pr^*udicial  to  another,  there  is  no  cotreo- 
tive  for  the  evil  in'such  a  plan  of  disbibution.  On 
the  contrary,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  all  the  com- 
plaints which  have  sprung  from  this  cause  would  be 
a^ravated.  Every  one  must  be  sendble  that  a 
dutribution  of  the  suiplus  must  beget  a  disposition 
to  cherish  the  means  whldi  create  It;  and  any  syston, 
therefore,  into  iriiich  it  enters,  must  have  a  poweim 
tendency  to  increase  rather  tlum  diminish  the  tariff 
If  it  were  even  admitted  that  the  advantages  of  such 
a  system  could  be  made  equal  to  all  the  sections  of 
the  Union,  tbe  reasons  ajready  so  uigentiy  calling  for 
a  reduction  of  tbe  revenue  would,  neverthdees,  lose 
none  of  their  force ;  forit  .will  always  be  improbable 
that  an  intelligent  and  Tlrtnons  conunttidty  can  eon- 
sent  to  T^se  a  surplus  for  the  mere  purpose  ot  dividiBg 
it,  diminished  as  it  must  inevifadily  be  by  tiie  ex- 
penses of  the  various  machinery  necessary  to  the 

proCOBS.  ' 

The  safest  and  simplest  mode  of  obviating  all  tbe 
difficulties  which  have  been  mentioned  is,  to  c^leet 
only  revenue  enough  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Qot< 
emment,  and  let  the  people  keep  the  balanoe  of 
tiieir  property  in  their  own  hands,  to  be  used  for  their 
own  profit  Each  State  will  th^  support  Its  own 
Government,  and  contribute  its  due  share  towards, 
the  support  of  the  General  Government  There 
would  be  no  surplus  to  cramp  and  lessen  the  re- 
sounses  of  individual  wealth  and  enterprise,  and  the 
banks  would  be  left  to  thdrordinivymeana.  What, 
ever  agitations  and  fluctuatiops  might  arise  from  ons 
unfortunate  paper  vfston,  th^  ooud  never  be  attrib- 
uted, justly  or  unjtudy,  to  the  action  of  the  Federal' 
Government  There  would  be  some  guaranty  that 
the  spirit  of  wild  speculation,  which  seeks  to  convert 
the  EorpluB  revenue  into  batiklng  oiqntal,  would  be 
effectually  checked,  and  that  the  scotsa  of  demoraU- 
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aticm  vhlch  are  now  so  prenleitt  through  the  land 
Would  disRppear. 

Witboct  desiring  to  conceal  that  the  experience 
and  obseiration  of  the  last  two  years  have  operated 
a  partial  change  in  my  riewa  upon  tbia  interesting 
subject,  it  Is,  noTotheless,  regretted  that  the  sugges- 
tions made  bj  me^  in  my  annual  messages  of  1629 
and  1830,  have  been  greatly  misunderstood.  At 
that  time,  the  great  struggle  was  begun  againM  that 
|««Hiitiwwpnii  oonatmction  of  tiie  constitution  whidi 
suthoriieB  the  unlimited  appropriations  of  the  rere- 
nues  of  the  tTnion  to  internal  improvementa  within 
tbe  States,  tending  to  invest  in  the  bands,  and  place 
under  the  control,  of  the  GcDcral  QoTemment,  all 
the  prindpal  roads  and  canals  of  the  cotuitry,  in  tio- 
btion  of  State  ri^ts,  and  In  derogation  State 
aat^<»ity.  Xt  tbe  same  time  tbe  condition  of  the 
maofac^ring  interest  na  such  as  to  create  an  appre- 
hension tiuX  the  duties  on  imports  coald  not,  without 
extenuTS  mischief,  bo  reduced  in  season  to  prevent 
the  accumulation  of  a  coneiderable  surplus  after  the 
payment  of  tbe  national  debt.  In  view  of  the  dangers 
«f  Bodi  ssutplus,  and  in  preference  to  its  amdicauon 
to  internal  improrements,  in  derogation  of  the  rkhts 
and  powers  of  tbe  States,  the  suggestion  of  an 
amendment  of  tbe  constitution  to  authorize  its  distri- 
bution ms  made.  It  was  on  alternative  for  what 
were  deemed  greater  cvila — a  temporary  resort  to 
relieve  an  ovet^burdencd  treasury,  mitil  the  Govern- 
ment could,  without  a  sudden  and  destructive  revulsion 
in  the  business  of  tbe  country,  gradually  return  to 
the  just  prindple  v£  nddng  no  more  revenue  from 
the  people.  In  taxes,  than  Is  necessary  for  its  econom- 
ical support.  Even  that  alternative  was  not  spoken 
of  but  in  connection  witii  an  amendment  of  the  con- 
stitution. No  temporary  inconvenience  can  justify 
tbe  exertnse  of  a  prohibited  power,  or  a  power  not 
granted  by  the  instrument ;  and  it  was  fnsn  s  con- 
vlctfim  th^  ^  power  to  dutribata  even  » temporal; 
soridns  of  reveDne  Is  of  that  dtaracter,  tiiat  it  was 
Buf^ested  only  in  connection  with  an  appeal  to  ttie 
source  of  oil  legal  power  in  the  General  Government, 
the  States  whim  have  established  it  Xo  eudi  appeal 
has  been  taken,  and,  in  my  opinion,  a  distribution  of 
the  sarj^ns  rerenne  by  Congress,  eitiier  to  tbe  States 
or  tiw  people.  Is  to  be  considered  as  among  the  pro- 
hibldoDS  of  the  omsUtntion.  As  already  Intimated, 
my  vlein  have  undergone  a  change,  so  far  as  to  be 
convinced  that  no  alteration  of  the  constitution.  In 
this  napect,  is  wise  or  expetUent.  Tbe  influence  of 
an  accumulating  surplus  upon  tiie  l^ialation  of  the 
General  Government  and  the  States,  its  effect  npon 
the  credit  system  of  the  country,  producing  danger- 
oufl  extensions  and  ruinous  contractioDS,  fluctuations 
in  the  price  of  property,  rash  speculation,  idleness, 
extram^iance,  and  a  deterioration  (rf  morals,  have 
taught  us  tiie  important  lesson,  that  any  transient 
mischief  which  may  attend  the  reduction  of  our  rev- 
enue to  the  wonts  of  our  Government  is  to  be 
borne  in  preference  to  an  overflowing  treasury. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  anoUier  snb- 
Jecl  intmately  associated  with  tbe  preceding  one — 
the  ctirrenoy  of  the  country. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  whole  context  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  well  as  thp  history  of  the  times  which 
gave  birth  to  it,  that  it  was  tbe  purpose  of  the  con- 
vention to  establish  a  currency  counting  of  the 
precious  metals.  These,  from  their  peculiar  proper- 
ties, which  rendered  them  the  standard  of  value  in 
all  other  countries,  were  adopted  in  this,  as  well  to 
■estabUsh  iti  commerdal  standard,  in  reftrence  to 


[DaoEHBEi^  1S8S. 

foreign  countries,  by  a  permanent  rule,  as  to  exdode 
the  use  of  a  mutable  medium  of  exchange,  such  as 
of  certain  agricultural  commocUties,  recognized  by 
tbe  statutes  of  some  States  as  a  tender  for  debts, 
or  the  still  more  pernicious  expedient  of  a  paper 
currenoy.  The  last,  from  the  experience  of  tlie  evils 
of  the  issues  of  paper  during  the  Revolution,  liad 
become  so  jusUy  obnoxious,  as  not  only  to  soggeBt 
the  clause  in  tbe  constitution  forbidding  the  emis- 
sion of  bills  of  credit  by  the  States,  bat  abo  to  pro- 
duce that  vote  in  the  convention  which  o^jadred 
the  proposition  to  grant  power  to  Congress  to  clw^ 
ter  corporations ;  a  proposition  well  understood  at 
the  time,  as  intended  to  authorize  tbe  estoUisbioent 
of  a  national  bonlc,  which  was  to  issue  a  cunen^ 
of  bank  notA,  on  a  caintBl  to  be  created  to  sons 
extent  out  Of  GoTemment  stocks.  AltfaonA  Aii 
propo^on  was  refused  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  con- 
vention, theobjcctwasafierwards  in  effect  obtained, 
by  its  ingenious  advocates,  through  a  attained  em- 
struction  of  the  constitution.  The  debts  of  the 
Bevolution  were  ^ndcd,  at  prices  which  ibrmed 
no  equivalent,  compared  with  the  nominal  amoant 
of  the  stock,  and  under  drcomstancca  which  ex- 
posed the  motives  of  some  of  those  who  partif^iated 
in  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  distrust. 

The  facts  that  the  value  of  the  stocks  was  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  creation  of  tbe  bank,  that  U  was 
well  understood  that  such  would  be  the  case,  and 
that  some  of  the  advocates  of  the  measure  were 
largely  benefited  by  it,  belong  to  tbe  history  of  the 
times,  and  are  wot  calculated  to  «ti7wfni«ii  the  re- 
spect which  might  otherwise  have  been  doe  to  tits 
action  of  the  Congress  which  created  the  iuBtitution- 

On  the  establishmeat  of  a  national  bank,  it  be- 
came the  interest  of  its  crediUH^  that  gold  dionld 
be  superseded  by  the  paper  of  a  bank  as  a  general 
currency.  A  value  was  soon  attached  to  the  gold 
coins,  which  made  their  eiqMntation  to  fbreigu  coim- 
tries  as  a  mercantile  commodity,  more  prdltable 
than  their  retention  and  use  at  home  as  money.  It 
followed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  if  not  deaigiwd  by 
those  who  established  the  bank,  that  the  bank  be- 
came. In  effect,  a  substitute  fi»  the  ndnfc  of  the 
United  States. 

Bach  was  the  origin  of  a  national  bank  eamn«y, 
and  such  the  beginning  of  those  difficulties  which 
now  appear  in  the  excessive  issues  of  the  banks 
incorporated  by  the  various  States. 

Although  it  may  not  be  possible,  by  any  I^jsla- 
tive  means  within  our  power,  to  chuige  at  once 
the  system  which  has  thus  beenintrodaeed,  and  hss 
received  the  acquiescence  of  all  portions  of  the 
counti7,  it  b  certainly  our  du^  to  do  all  that  is  con- 
sistent with  onr  constitntional  obligations,  to  pre- 
vent the  misehlefil  which  ate  threatened  its  un- 
due extension.  That  the  efforts  of  the  athen  of 
our  Government  to  guard  against  it  by  a  coostitn- 
tional  provision  were  founded  on  an  intimate  knoiri- 
edge  of  tbe  subject,  has  been  frequenUy  attested  by 
tbe  bitter  experience  of  the  country.  The  ssve 
causes  wluch  led  them  to  refuse  tbrir  sanotlon  to  a 
power  aothorizing  the  establishment  lit  Inoorpori- 
tiona  for  banking  purposes,  nOw  exist  in  a  maeb 
stronger  dcgtee  to  urge  us  to  exert  the  utmost  vigi- 
lance in  calling  into  action  the  means  necessary  to 
correct  the  evils  resulting  from  the  unfortunate  ex- 
ercise of  the  power ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  tbe  , 
opportunity  of  effecting  this  great  good  will  be  im- 
proved before  the  country  witnesses  new  scenes  of 
embarrassment  and  distress. 
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Tariablenw  mmt  erer  be  the  dmraeterestic  of  a 
onrrencf,  of  which  the  predoug  metals  are  not  the 
chief  fai^etUcDt,  or  whidi  can  be  expanded  or  con- 
tracted without  regard  to  &e  principles  that  rt^lote 
the  ralue  of  those  metais  as  a  standiu^l  in  the  general 
trade  of  the  world.  With  os,  bank  iaeues  constitute 
each  a  currency,  and  must  over  do  so,  until  they  are 
made  dependent  on  tiuxo  just  proportions  of  gold 
and  mWer,  aa  a  ioircala:ting  medium,  iriuch  experience 
bu  proved  to  be  neoessaxy,  not  only  in  thk,  biit  in  all 
other  commerdal  countries.  Where  those  propor- 
tions are  not  infused  into  the  circulation,  and  do  not 
control  it,  it  is  manifest  that  prices  most  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  tide  of  bank  issues,  and  the  -value  and 
st^ility  o£  property  must  stood  exposed  to  all  the 
tmecrtainM^  vMch  attends  the  admiiiistration  of  in- 
stitatiooB  mat  are  constantly  lUile  to  the  temptation 
of  aa  interest  Satinet  from  that  of  the  community 
in  which  they  are  establiabed. 

The  progress  of  an  expantdon,  or  rather  a  depred- 
ation of  £e  currency,  by  exoeanve  bank  issues,  is 
always  attraded  by  a  loss  to  the  laboring  dassee. 
This  portion  of  the  community  have  ntitner  time 
nor  oppcnrtoni^  to  watdi  Hm  ebfae  and  Sows  of  the 
miney  market  Engaged  from  day  to  day  in  Hieir 
useful  toils,  they  do  not  perceive  that,  altiUHigh  their 
wages  are  nominally  the  same,  or  even  somewhat 
higher,  they  are  greaUy  reduced,  in  fact,  by  the  rajrid 
inCTeaae  of  a  epurioua  currency ;  which,  as  it  appears 
to  make  money  abound,  they  are  at  first  inclined  to 
conader  a  blearing.  It  is  not  so  with  the  Epecolatcv, 
by  wiiom  ti^  opmttfon  is  better  nndentood,  md  is 
made  to  eontribnte  4o  his  adnnta^  It  is  not  until 
the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life  become  so  dear 
that  the  laboring  classes  cannot  supply  their  wants 
out  of  their  wages,  that  the  wages  rise  and  gradu- 
ally reach  a  justly  ppoporttoned  rate  to  that  of  the 
products  of  Uieir  I^mt.  Wb^  thus,  by  the  depre- 
dation in  consequence  of  the  qoaimty  of  japee  In 
dreolation,  w:^;e8  as  weD  as  prices  become  ezOiM- 
tant,  it  is  soon  found  that  the  whole  effect  of  the 
adulterations  is  a  tariff  on  our  home  indostry  for  the 
benefit  of  the  countries  where  gold  and  silver  clicn- 
kte  and  maintain  uniformity  and  modeiaUon  in 
prioesL  Zt  ia  then  perceived  that  the  enhancement 
of  Ae  price  ofland  and  lid>or  produces  a  coirespond- 
ii^  faicrease  in  the  price  of  products,  unUl  these 
products  do  not  sustun  a  competition  with  Bimilar 
ones  in  other  ooontries,  and  thus  both  mauu&ctured 
and  agricultural  productions  cease  to  bear  ezpoitation 
fnm  Uie  count;?  of  the  spurious  currency,  because 
tfaey  cannot  be  sold  for  cost  This  Is  the  process  by 
wfaidi  Epade  is  banidied  by  the  paper  of  the  banks, 
nieir  'Wilts  are  soon  exhausted  to  psy  for  foreign 
conunotKties*,  the  next  step  la  a  st<^iMge  of  qwde 
payment — a  total  d^radatton  of  paper  aa  a  currency 
— unnsnal  depreedon  of  prices,  ^e  rain  of  debtors, 
and  the  aocnmnUtlon  of  property  hi  the  hands  of 
creditors  and  cautions  oafrftaliBts. 

It  was  in  view  of  these  evils,  twether  with  the 
dangerous  power  ^dded  by  the  Bau  of  the  United 
States,  and  its  repognance  to  oar  oonstitatioo,  that 
I  was  indnoed  to  nert  the  power  eonfbrred  upon  me 
by  the  American  people  to  prevent  the  continuance 
of  that  institution.  But  aUhoua^  various  dangers 
to  our  tepnbllcihi  losUtutions  bare  been  t^vi^ed  by  the 
failure  of  that  bank  to  extort  from  the  Government 
.  a  renewal  of  its  charter,  it  Is  obvious  Aat  little  has 
been  aeoomptfdied  eroept  a  salntai;  change  of  pnUio 
opinion,  towards  restoring  to  the  country  the  sound 
currency  imrrided  for  in  the  oons^tioQ.  In  the  acts 
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of  serenl  of  the  States  prohibiting  the  drculatlon 
of  small  notes,  and  the  auxiliary  enactments  of 
Congress  at  the  last  sesdon,  forbidding  thdr  receptitm 
or  payment  on  public  account,  the  true  policy  of  the 
country  has  been  advanced,  and  &  larger  portion  of 
the  predous  metala  infused  into  our  drculating 
medium.  These  measures  will  probably  be  follow^ 
up  in  due  time  by  the  enactment  of  State  laws, 
baniehhigflomdrcnlation  bank  notes  of  still 
denominations ;  and  the  otiject  may  be  materially 
promoted  by  farther  acts  of  Congress,  forindding  the 
employment,  as  fiscal  agents,  of  such  banks  as  con- 
tinue to  issue  notes  of  h>w  denominati<»s,  and  throw 
impediments  In  the  way  of  the  drcnlation  of  gold 
and  diver. 

The  efi^ots  of  an  extension  of  bank  credits  and 
overiasaes  of  bank  paper  have  been  strikingly  illus- 
trated in  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  ^m  the 
returns  made  by  the  various  R^istm  and  Beceiveis 
in  the  early  port  of  last  summer,  it  was  perceived 
that  the  receipts  aridng  from  the  sales  of  tiie  public 
lands  were  increadng  to  an  imprecedented  amount. 
In  efibct,  however,  tiwss  recdpts  amounted  to 
nothing  more  (ban  credits  hi  bank.  The  banks  let 
out  their  notes  to  speculators ;  they  were  paid  to  tiie 
Receivers,  and  immediately  returned  to  the  banks,  to 
be  sent  out  again  and  agdn,  being  mere  instruments 
to  transfer  to  speculators  the  most  valuablepublic  land, 
and  pay  the  Government  by  a  credit  on  the  books 
of  the  tnnks.  Those  credits  on  the  books  of  some 
of  tiie  western  banks,  usnally  called  d^iodts,  were 
already  greatly  beyond  their  Immediate  means  of 
payment,  and  were  rairidly  increadng.  bideed,  eacih 
speculation  fiin^shed  means  for  another;  for  no 
sooner  had  one  individual  or  company  paid  in  thdr 
notes,  than  they  were  immedlatdy  lent  to  another 
for  a  like  purpose ;  and  the  banks  were  extending 
thdr  budnesB  and  their  issues  so  laisely,  as  to  alarm 
co^derate  men,  and  render  it  doubtnil  whether  these 
bank  credits,  if  permitted  to  accumulate,  vrould  ulti- 
mately be  of  the  least  value  to  the  Government  The 
spirit  of  expansion  and  apeculation  was  not  confined 
to  tiie  depodt  banks,  but  pervaded  the  whole  mul- 
titude  of  banks  throi^hout  the  Union,  and  was 
giving  rise  to  new  institutions  to  aggravate  the  eviL 

The  safety  of  the  public  ftmds,  and  the  interest  (tf 
the  people,  generally,  required  Inat  these  operati(Hn 
should  be  checked,  and  It  became  the  duty  ot  every 
brandi  of  tiie  General  and  State  Gorennnents  to 
adopt  all  Intimate  and  proper  means  to  produce 
that  salutary  etkti.  Under  this  view  of  my  duty,  I 
durected  the  issslng  of  the  order  wMch  will  be  mi 
before  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  requiring 
payment  for  the  public  lands  sold  to  be^ade  in  epe- 
de,  whh  an  exception  until  the  fifteenth  ttf  the 
piesent  month  in  ftvor  of  actual  settlers.  This 
measure  has  produced  many  salutary  consequences. 
It  ched^ed  the  career  of  the  Western  baidcs,  and 
gave  them  additional  strength  In  antidpation  of  the 
pressure  irtiich  has  since  pervaded  our  Eastern  as 
well  as  the  Eunq>ean  commerdal  dties.  By  prevent- 
ii^  the  extendcHt  of  tiie  credit  system,  it  measurably 
cut  of  tiie  means  of  qwcolation,  and  retarded  Its 
pn^ress  in  monopolldng  tiie  most  Toluable  of  the 
public  lands.  It  has  tendeQ  to  save  the  new  States 
from  a  non-reddent  proprietonhip,  one  of  the  great- 
est obstacles  to  the  advancement  of  a  new  country, 
^  and  the  prosperity  of  an  old  one.  It  has  tended 
to  keep  open  the  public  lands  for  entry  by  emlgmita, 
at  Oovemment  prices,  Instead  ot  tiielr  l>dng  com- 
pelled to  porobese  of  specuhttort  at  doable  or  treble 
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prices.  And  it  is  conveying  into  the  interior  largo 
aiuQS  in  silver  and  gold,  there  to  enter  pennonenUy 
into  the  currency  of  Uie  country,  and  place  it  on  a 
firmer  foundation.  It  Is  confidently  believed  that 
tiie  country  will  find,  in  tha  motiTes  whidi  induced 
that  order,  and  the  happy  conseqiiences  wUdi  will 
have  ensued,  mmh  to  eonunend,  viA  notbiag  to  coD' 
denuL 

It  remains  for  Congress,  if  they  approve  the  policy 
whidi  dictated  this  order,  to  ftdlow  it  up  in  its  vari- 
ous bearings.  Hucfa  good,  in  my '  jndc^DOit,  would 
be  produced  by  prohibitiog  sales  of  the  public  lauds, 
ocept  to  actufd  settlera,  at  a  reasonable  reduction  of 
price,  and  to  limit  Qie  quantity  which  shall  be  sold  to 
them.  Altbou^  it  is  belleveid  the  (General  Govern- 
ment never  ought  to  receive  any  thing  but  the  con- 
stitutional currency  in  exchange  for  the  public  lands, 
that  point  would  be  of  lesa  fmportance  If  the  lands 
were  sold  for  immediate  settlement  and  cultivatiim. 
Indeed,  there  is  scarcely  a  ndechief  ari^g  out  (tf 
our  present  land  systibn,  including  the  accumulatiDg 
sniplus  of  revenue,  which  would  not  be  remedied  at 
once  by  a  restriction  on  land  sales  to  actual  settlers ; 
and  It  promises  other  advantages  to  the  country  in 
general,  and  to  the  new  States  in  particular,  which 
cannot  nil  to  receive  tho  moet  profoood  consideratioQ 
of  Congress 

Experience  contfnuea  to  realize  the  expecUtions 
entertained  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  State  banks  to 
perform  the  duties  of  fiscal  agents  for  the  Govern- 
ment, at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  depouts. 
It  was  aHeged  by  the  advocates  of  the  Bonk  of  the 
United  States  that  the  State  banks,  whatever  might 
be  the  r^ulations  of  the  Treasury  D^MTtanoit,  could 
not  make  the  tran^!^  required  bym  Gorenment, 
or  n^gotiato  the  domestic  ezdui^  of  the  country. 
It  b  now  well  ascertained  that  the  real  domestic 
exchanges,  performed  through  discounts,  by  the 
United  States  Bank  and  ite  twenty-five  branches, 
were  at  least  one^thlrd  less  than  those  of  the  depont 
banks  for  an  equal  period  of  time ;  and  if  a  compar- 
ison be  instituted  between  the  amoonte  of  service ; 
rendered  by  these  institutions,  on  the  braadcv  basis 
which  has  been  used  by  the  advocates  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  in  estimating  what  they  center  tiie  do- 
mestic exchanges  transacted  by  it,  the  result  will  be 
BtiU  more  favwable  to  the  depoat  bsnln. 

The  whole  amount  of  public  money  transferred 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1632,  was 
916,000,000.  The  amount  transferred  and  actually 
paid  by  the  deposit  banks  In  the  year  ending  the  first 
of  October  last,  was  |S9,3I9,899 ;  the  amount  trans- 
ferred and  paid  beween  that  period  and  the  6th  \o- 
vember,  wa8^,S99,000 ;  and  the  amount  of  trans- 
fer warrants  outstanding  on  that  day,  was  $14,4S0,- 
000;  making  an  aggregate  of  |59,16S,894.  These 
emxmooa  sums  of  money  first  mentioned  have  been 
tranafenred  with  the  greatest  promptitude  and  r^;ular- 
ity;  and  the  rates  at  which  tiie  exchanges  have  been 
negotiated  previously  to  the  passage  of  uie  deposit  act 
were  generally  below  those  chwged  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Independently  of  these  services, 
which  are  far  greater  than  those  rendered  by  the 
United  Statea'Bonk  and  its  twenty-five  branches,  a 
number  of  the  deposit  banks  have,  with  a  commend- 
aUe  zeal  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  currency, 
imported  from  abroad,  at  their  own  expense,  large 
sums  of  the  predoua  metals  for  c<rinage  and  drculation. 

In  tho  same  manner  have  nearly  all  the  predictions 
turned  out  in  reqiect  to  tho  dSmA  of  the  removal  of  the 
deposits  aitep  Trnqnesttoaably  necesBary  to  pnrent 
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the  evils  which  it  was  foreseen  the  bank  itself  would  en- 
deavor to  create  in  a  final  struggle  to  procure  a  re- 
newal <^  its  c^iarter.  It  may  be  thus,  too,  in  sotne 
decree,  with  tha  further  steps  wUcb  may  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  excessive  issue  of  other  bank  paper ;  btzt 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  nothing  will  now  deter  the  Fed- 
eral and  State  authorities  from  the  finn  and  vigorous 
poformance  of  their  duties  to  themselves  and  to  the 
people  in  this  reflect. 

In  redudng  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
emment,  your  particular  attention  is  Invited  to  those 
articles  iraidicanBtitote  the  neceanriea  of  lifeu  The 
duty  on  ult  was  ]^d  as  a  war  tax,  and  was  no  doubt 
continued  to  assist  in  providing  for  the  payment  of 
tiie  war  debt.  There  is  no  article,  the  release  of 
which  from  taxation,  would  be  feit  so  generally  and 
80  beneficially.  To  this  may  be  added  all  kinds  of 
fhel  and  proviuoos.  Justice  and  benevolence  unite 
hi  fkvor  of  releaung  the  poor  of  our  dUes  from 
burdaH.wbkAarenotneeeaBar7to  tbeatniMirt  of  our 
Ooverament,  and  tend  mily  to  increase  Vue  wants  of 
the  destitute. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  <^ 
the  Treasury,  and  the  accompanying  documents,  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  made  no  payment 
on  account  of  the  stock  held  by  the  Government  in 
that  institution,  althou^  uiged  to  pn*  any  poitiim 
which  might  suit  its  convenience,  and  that  it  lua 
given  no  information  when  payment  may  be  expected. 
Kor,  although  repeatedly  requested,  has  it  furnished 
the  information  in  relation  to  its  condition,  which 
Congress  authorized  the  Secretary  to  collect  at  thor 
last  session.  Such  measures  as  are  within  the  power 
of  the  Executive  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  the 
value  of  the  stock,  and  procure  the  payment  as  eariy 
aspoaribla 

The  conduct  and  present  condition  of  that  bank, 
and  the  great  amount  of  capital  vested  in  it  by  the 
United  States,  require  your  careful  attention.  Its 
charter  expired  on  the  third  day  of  Uardi  last,  and 
it  has  now  no  power  but  that  given  in  the  2l8t  sec- 
tion, "  to  use  the  corporate  name,  style,  and  capacity, 
for  the  purpose  of  suits,  for  the  final  settiement  and 
liqi^dation  itf  the  affidrs  and  accounts  of  the  corpora- 
tion, and  for  the  sale  and  dispo^tion  of  tbdr  estete, 
real,  personal,  and  mixed,  but  not  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever,  nor  for  a 
period  exceeding  two  years  after  the  expiration  of 
the  said  term  of  incorporation."  Before  the  exfuta- 
tion  of  the  chatter,  the  stoddiotden  of  the  bank 
obtained  an  act  of  Inc<gporalionfiom  the  LfgWatuie 
of  Pennsylvania,  excluding  only  the  Uitited  States. 
Instead  of  [»pceediiig  to  wind  up  their  conccras, 
and  pay  over%>  the  United  States  ute  amount  due  on 
account  of  the  stock  held  by  them,  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  old  bank  ^>pear  to  have  transferred 
the  bo^B,  psfters,  notes,  ot^gations,  and  moet  or  all 
of  its  |«operty,  to  this  new  ooiporatitm,  which  entered 
upon  buaiuess  as  a  continuation  of  the  old  conoera. 
Jjnongst  other  acts  of  questionable  validity,  the 
notes  of  the  expired  corporation  are  known  to  have  ben 
used  as  its  own,  and  again  put  in  drculation.  That 
the  old  bank  had  no  ri^ht  to  issue  or  reissue  its  notes 
after  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  cannot  be  denied ; 
and  that  it  could  not  confer  any  such  rl^t  on  Its  sub- 
stitute, any  more  than  exercise  it  itself;  Is  equally 
I^ain.  Jn  lav  and  lumesty,  the  notes  of  the  bank  in 
circulation,  at  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  should 
have  been  called  in  by  public  advertisement,  paid  up 
as  presented,  and,  together  with  those  on  band,  can- 
OBUM  and  deatroyed.  IliNrrdBaueisiaiictioiiod  b* 
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no  lav,  and  warranted  hj  no  necessity.  If  the  tTnited 
States  be  respondble  in  their  stock  for  the  payment 
of  these  not^  their  rtissue  by  the  new  corporation, 
for  their  own  pro&t,  is  a  fraud  on  the  Government.  If 
the  United  States  Is  not  responsible,  then  there  is  no 
l^al  responribility  in  any  quarter,  and  it  is  a  fraud  on 
ttie  country.  They  are  the  redeemed  notes  of  a  dis- 
Bolred  partnership,  but,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
retiring  partner,  and  irithout  hu  ooDsent,  are  again 
reissned  and  circulated. 

It  is  the  hi^  and  peculiar  duty  of  Congress  to  de- 
cide whether  any  further  legislation  be  necessary  for 
the  secority  of  the  large  amount  of  public  property 
now  held,  and  in  use  by  the  new  bank,  and  for  vindi- 
cating the  rights  of  the  Govenunent,  and  compelling 
a  speedy  and  honest  settiement  with  all  the  creditors 
ot  the  old  bank,  public  and  private,  or  whether  the 
sotgect  shall  be  left  to  the  power  now  possessed  by  the 
Executive  and  Judiciaiy.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  persona,  who,  as  managers  of  the  old 
bank,  nndertook  to  control  the  Gotcmment,  retained 
the  pabKe  dividends,  shut  their  doors  xxpon  a  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  filled  the 
country  with  panic  to  accomplish  their  own  sinister 
objects,  may  now,  as  managers  of  a  new  bank,  con- 
tinue with  impunity  to  flood  the  coontry  with  a  q>uriou8 
currency;  use  the  seven  nulUons  of  Govemroent 
stock  fbr  thdr  own  profit,  and  reflise  to  tin  United 
States  all  information  as  to  the  present  oondition  of 
their  own  property,  and  the  prospect  of  recovering 
it  into  their  own  possesion. 

The  lessons  taught  by  the  Bank  of  tbe  tTnited 
States  cannot  well  be  lost  upon  the  Amoican  people 
They  will  take  care  never  again  to  j^ace  so  tremen- 
dous a  power  in  irrespon^le  hands ;  and  It  will  be 
fortunate  if  they  seriously  couider  the  consequences 
which  are  likely  to  lesnlt  on  a  smaller  scale  from  the 
facility  irith  wUcfa  corporate  powers  are  granted  by 
their  State  .Governments. 

It  is  believed  that  tbe  law  of  the  last  session,  reg- 
ulatine  the  deport  banks,  operates  onerously  and 
utyusuy  upon  them  in  many  respects ;  and  it  la  hoped 
that  Conereas,  on  moper  representtiion,  will  adopt 
the  modifications  whicn  ate  necessary  to  prevent  tins 
consequence. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim, 
and  the  accompanying  docnmenta,  all  which  are 
herewith  laid  before  you,  will  give  you  a  full  view 
of  tbe  divef^fied  and  important  operations  of  that 
Department  during  the  past  year. 

The  military  movements  rendered  necessary  byAe 
aggressons  of  the  hostile  portions  of  the  Seminole 
and  Creek  tribes  of  Indioits,  and  by  other  circum- 
stances, have  required  the  active  employment  of 
neariy  our  vrhole  regular  force,  including  the  marine 
corps,  and  of  large  bodies  of  militia  and  volunteers. 
Wltti  all  ftese  events,  so  far  as  they  were  known 
at  the  seat  of  Government  before  the  termination 
of  your  last  seadon,  you  are  already  acquainted ; 
and  it  is,  tiierefore,  only  needful  in  this  place 
to  lay  before  you  a  brief  summary  of  what  has  wnce 
oecoired. 

Tbe  yrar  with  the  Senunoles,  during  the  summer. 
Was,  on  our  part,  chiefly  confined  to  the  protection 
of  our  frontier  settlements  from  the  incursioaa  of  the 
enemy;  and,  as  a  neoeassn  and  Important  means 
^  the  aocomplUiment  of  that  end,  to  the  muntcn- 
ance  of  ttie  posts  previously  estabhshed.  In  the 
course  of  this  do^,  seversl  actions  took  place,  in 
irindi  tibe  bravery  and  discipline  of  both  officers 
Ktd  mm  were  ooo^onoosly  displayed,  and  which 


I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  notice,  in  respect  to  the 
former,  by  the  granting  of  brevet  rank  for  gallant 
services  inthe  fldd.  But  as  tbe  force  of  the  utdians 
was  not  so  fitr  weakened  1^  ftese  partial  snooesses 
as  to  lead  them  to  snbndt,  and  as  their  savage  inroads 
were  frequenUy  repeated,  early  measures  were  token 
for  pladng  at  the  cUspoaal  of  Governor  Call, who,  as 
commander-m-chief  of  the  territorial  militia,  bad  been 
temporarily  invested  with  the  command,  an  ample 
force,  for  the  purpose  of  resnmmg  ofi'enMve  opera- 
tions, in  the  most  efficient  manner,  so  soon  as  the 
season  should  pemut  Hajor-General  Jesup  waa 
also  lUrected,  on  tiie  condumon  of  his  doties  in  the 
Creek  connt^,  to  rqnir  to  Florida,  and  assume  the 
command. 

The  result  of  the  flrst  movement  made  by  the 
forces  under  the  direction  of  Governor  Call,  in 
October  last,  as  detailed  in  the  accompanying  papers, 
excited  madi  surprise  and  disappointment  A  full 
enilanation  has  been  required  of  the  causes  which 
led  to  the  failure  of  that  movement,  hut  has  not  yet 
been  received.  In  the  mean  time,  as  it  was  feared 
that  the  health  of  Governor  Call,  who  was  understood 
to  have  suffered  much  from  ^ckness,  might  not  be 
adequate  to  the  crms,  and  as  Uajor-General  Jesup 
was  known  to  have  readied  Florida,  that  officer  was 
directed  to  assome  the  command,  and  to  proaecnte 
all  needM  operationa  with  the  ntmost  promptitude 
and  vigor.  From  the  force  at  his  disposal,  and  the 
dispositions  he  has  made,  and  is  instructed  to  make, 
and  from  tbe  very  effident  measures  which  it  is  since 
ascertained  have  been  taken  by  Governor  Call,  there 
is  reason  to  hope  that  they  wUl  soon  be  enabled  to 
reduce  the  enemy  to  sotjection.  hi  the  mean  time, 
as  you  will  perceive  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary, 
there  is  m^nt  necessity  for  frirther  appropriations 
to  suppress  these  hostilities. 

Happily  for  the  interests  of  humanity,  the  hostili- 
ties with  the  Creeks  were  brought  to  a  close  soon 
after  your  adjournment,  without  that  effbsion  of  blood 
whidi  at  one  time  was  apprehended  as  inevitalile. 
The  unoonditioiul  eubmiasion  (tf  Uie  hostile  party 
was  fdlowed  their  qwedy  removal  to  tiie  country 
assigned  tiiem  west  of  the  UMa^ppl  The  Inquiry 
as  to  alleged  frauds  in  the  purchase  of  the  reserva- 
tions of  those  Indians,  and  ttie  cause  of  their  hostili- 
ties, requested  by  tiie  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  lat  of  July  last,  to  be  made 
by  the  President,  is  now  going  on,  through  the 
agency  of  commiadoners  ^tpointed  for  that  puipose. 
Their  report  may  be  expected  during  your  present 
sesdon. 

The  difficulties  apprehended  in  the  Cherokee 
country  have  been  prevented,  and  the  peace  and 
safety  of  that  r^on  and  its  vicinity  effectually 
secured  by  the  timdy  measures  taken  by  tbe  War 
D^wtment,  and  still  oontinned. 

The  discretionary  sotbority  given  to  General 
Gaines  to  cross  the  Sabine,  and  to  occupy  a  portion 
as  far  west  as  Nact^odieB,  In  case  he  shoijild  deem 
such  a  step  necessary  to  the  protection  of  the  frontier, 
and  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  contained 
in  our  treaty  with  Uexico,  and  tbe  movement  sub* 
sequentiy  nmde  by  that  officer,  have  been  alluded 
to  in  a  former  part  of  this  message.  At  tbe  date  of 
the  latest  intelUgence  from  Ifac(wdbebeB  em  troops 
were  yet  at  that  station ;  but  &e  officer  irbo  has 
succeeded  General  Gdnes  has  recentiy  been  advised, 
that,  from  the  facts  known  at  tiie  seat  of  Government, 
there  would  seem  to  be  no  adequate  cause  for  any 
longer  Quntainiiv  that  posldon;  and  he  was  aooord- 
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ingiy  instnicted,  in  cue  the  troops  were  not  tdretdj 

iriUidnwn  under  tbe  diacretionuy  poweifl  before 
poasessed  by  bun,  to  give  the  requisite  orden  for 
that  purpose,  on  tbe  receipt  of  the  instnictioua, 
unless  he  shall  then  haTe  in  hia  poaaeemon  auch  in- 
fomuttion  as  shall  satisfy  him  that  the  maiidenanoe 
of  tbe  post  is  Msoktiai  to  the  protection  of  onr 
frontiers,  and  to  the  due  execnacm  of  oar  treaty 
■dpdati<Bi8,  as  preriooaly  expluned  to  bim. 

Whilst  the  neceasiUes  ezistang  daring  the  present 
year,  for  tbe  service  of  miUda  and  Tolunteets,  bare 
fuinisbed  new  proo&  of  the  patriotism  of  our  feUow- 
dtizens,  they  have  also  strongly  illostrated  the' 
importance  of  an  inereaoe  in  tbe  rank  and  file  of  tbe 
t^nlar  army.  The  views  of  thia  subject,  submitted 
1^  the  Secrttaiy  <d  War,  in  bis  rcfxnt,  meet  my  entire 
oonerarence,  and  are  earnestly  commended  to  tbe 
deliberate  attention  of  Craigress.  In  this  connection, 
it  is  also  proper  to  remind  yon,  that  tbe  defects  in 
our  present  n^tia  system  sre  every  day  rendered 
more  ^parent  The  duty  of  making  furUier  provis- 
ion by  law,  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining 
this  arm  defience,  has  been  so  repeatedly  repre- 
sented to  Congress  by  myself  and  mypradeceasDi^ 
that  I  deem  it  sniScient,  on  this  occamon,  to  refer  to 
the  last  annnal  message  and  to  former  Execudve 
communicajiona,  in  which  tbe  subject  has  been  dia- 
cnssed. 

It  q^ears  from  the  reports  of  tbe  officers  charged 
with  mustering  into  service  Hbe  vohmteers  called 
fornndu  Uieut  of  Congress  of  Uie  lastsesnon,  that 
more  presented  tbemselres  at  the  place  of  rendez- 
Toua  in  Tennessee,  tlian  were  sufficient  to  meet  tbe 
reqniata<Hi  which  had  been  made  by  tbe  Secretary 
of  War  upon  the  Governor  of  that  State.  TUs  was 
occasioned  by  the  omission  of  tbe  Governor  to  appoi^ 
tion  the  requisition  to  tiie  different  repmentB  of 
militia,  so  as  to  obtala  tbe  proper  number  tamps, 
and  no  more.  It  seems  but  joat  to  tbe  patriotic 
citizens  who  repaired  to  tbe  general  rendezvous, 
under  circumstances  aathorizing  them  to  believe  that 
ibeir  services  were  needed,  and  would  be  accepted, 
that  the  eipenaea  incurred  by  tbem,  while  absent 
from  their  homes,  should  be  paid  by  the  Govem- 
meot.  I  aeoradlngly  recommend  that  a  law  to  this 
eflbot  be  passed  by  Congress,  ^ving  them  a  com- 
pensation wU(^  will  cover  thdr  expenses  on  the 
march  to  and  from  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and 
while  there ;  in  connection  with  which,  it  will  also 
be  proper  to  make  prondon  for  such  other  equitable 
daims,  growing  out  of  tbe  service  of  tbe  militia,  as 
may  not  be  embraced  in  the  existing  laws. 

On  Hm  unexpected  breakit^  out  itf  hcatiHties  In 
Honda,  Alabama,  and  Geotgia,  it  beume  neceasary, 
In  some  cases,  to  take  the  property  of  individuals 
for  publio  use.  Proridon  should  be  made  by  law 
for  indemnifying  the  ovmm ;  and  I  would  also 
req>ectfiiUy  suggest  whether  some  provision  may 
not  be  made,  consistmtly  with  the  prindples  of 
oar  Ooremment,  for  the  relief  of  the  aaSeim  by 
Ihdiaa  depeedadona^  orbytbeoperati<nuaf  our  own 
tn>op0L 

No  time  was  lost,  after  tbe  making  of  the  requi- 
rite  appropriations,  in  resuming  the  great  national 
work  of  completing  tbe  unfinished  fortifications 
on  our  seaboard,  and  of  placing  tbem  in  a  proper 
state  of  defence.  In  consequence,  however,  of  tbe 
Tenr  late  day  at  wbfcb  those  bills  were  passed,  but 
little  prograaa  could  be  made  dming  tbe  season 
wUeh  has  just  oloied.  A  Tery  large  amount  of 
tiM  mmoyi  gnmted  at  TOOT  lut  Mtam  Moordingly 
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remains  unexpended ;  but  as  the  work  will  be  a^dn 
resumed  at  Uie  earliest  moment  in  the  coming 
spring,  the  balance  of  the  existing  appropriations, 
and  in  several  cases  which  will  be  laid  before  you, 
with  tbe  proper  estimates,  farther  sums  for  tbe 
like  olyects  may  be  usefully  expended  daring  the 
next  year. 

The  recommendations  of  an  Increase  in  the  engi- 
neer corps,  and  for  a  reorganization  of  the  topo- 
graphical corps,  submitted  to  you  in  my  last  annual 
message,  derive  additional  strength  from  the  great 
embarraaamenta  experienced,  during  tbe  present 
year,  in  those  branches  of  the  service,  and  under 
which  tbey  are  now  aofbring.  SereralaTthe  most 
important  surveys  and  constructions,  directed  by 
recent  laws,  have  been  suspended  in  consequence 
of  the  want  of  adequate  force  in  these  corps. 

The  like  observations  may  be  appUed  to  the 
ordnance  corps  and  to  the  general  st^  the  opera- 
tions of  which,  as  they  are  now  organized,  must 
either  be  frequentiy  interrupted,  or  performed  by 
officers  taken  from  the  line  of  tbe  army,  to  the 
great  prqudice  oS  the  serrice. 

For  a  general  Tiew  of  the  condition  of  the 
Military  Academy,  and  of  the  otber  brancbes  of 
the  miliary  service,  not  already  noticed,  as  well  aa 
for  fuller  illustrations  of  those  which  have  been 
mentioned,  I  refer  you  to  tbe  accompanying  docu- 
ments ;  and  among  the  various  proposals  contained 
therein  for  legielaUve  acUon,  I  would  particularly 
notice  tbe  aunestion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  fat 
the  revi^on  of  the  pay  of  the  army,  as  entitled  to 
your  fiivorable  regard. 

The  national  policy,  founded  alike  in  interest 
and  in  hamanity,  80  long  and  80  steadily  pursued 
by  thia  Government,  for  the  removal  of  Uie  Indian 
tribes  originally  settled  on  thia  side  of  tlie  IQsda- 
sippi  to  the  west  of  that  river,  may  be  said  to  hare 
been  consummated  by  the  conclusion  of  tbe  late 
treaty  with  the  Cherokees.  Tbe  measures  taken  in 
tbe  execution  of  that  treaty,  and  in  relation  to  our 
Indian  affairs  generally,  will  fully  appear  by  refer- 
ring to  the  accompanying  papers,  without  dwell- 
ing on  the  numerous  andimportanttoiHCS  embraced 
in  tbem,  I  again  invite  your  attention  to  the  im- 
portance of  fvoriding  a  well-digested  and  compre- 
hensive system  fbr  tbe  protection,  supervision,  and 
improvement  of  the  various  tribes  now  planted  in 
the  Indiaq  country.  Tbe  suggestions  submitted  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Afiurs,  and  enforced 
by  tbe  Secretary,  on  this  subject,  and  also  in  regard 
to  the  estabUsliment  of  additional  military  posts  in 
the  Indian  eountry,  are  entitled  to  your  profinmd 
eontfderation.  Both  measures  are  neceasary,  for 
the  doable  purpose  of  protecting  the  Indiana  from 
inteetiae  wu>,  and  in  other  respects  complying  wUh 
our  engagements  to  them,  and  of  securing  oar 
Western  frontier  against  incursions  which  otiier- 
wise  will  assuredly  be  made  on  It.  The  beat  hopes 
of  humanity  in  regard  to  the  aboriginal  race,  tbe 
welfare  of  our  rapi^  extending  settlements,  and 
the  honor  of  tbe  United  States,  are  all  deeply 
hivolved  in  the  relations  existing  between  this 
Government  and  tbe  emigrating  tribes.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  varioua  matters  submitted  in 
the  accompanying  documents,  in  respect  to  those 
relations,  will  receive  your  early  and  mature  delib- 
eration ;  and  that  It  may  issue  in  tbe  adoption  of 
l^slative  measures  adapted  to  tbe  cucamitaoees 
and  duties  of  the  present  crida. 
Ton  aie  refeired  to  the  report  of  the  Seeretaiy 
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of  the  Navy  for  a  satisfactory  Tieir  of  the  opera- 
tiODB  of  the  deportmient  under  bia  charge  daring 
the  present  year.  In  the  construction  of  vessels 
at  the  cUiferent  navy  yards,  and  In  the  employment 
of  oar  idkip0*  and  sqnadnmB  at  aea^  that  branch  of 
^  the  serrice  has  been  acdvely  and  nsefully  employed. 
While  the  situation  of  our  commercial  interests  in 
the  West  Indies  reqidred  a  greater  nomber  than 
usual  of  armed  vessels  to  he  kept  on  thatfltation, 
it  is  gratifying  to  perceive  that  ^e  protection  doe 
to  our  commerce  in  other  quarters  of  the  world 
has  not  proved  insufficient.  Every  effort  has  been 
made  to  facilitate  the  equipment  of  the  exploring 
cxpe^tfoB  authorised  by  the  act  of  the  last  senion, 
but  all  the  preparation  necessary  to  enable  it  to 
sail  has  not  yet  been  completed.  No  means  vill 
be  spared  by  the  Government  to  fit  out  the  expe- 
dition on  a  scale  corresponding  with  the  liberal 
appropriations  for  the  parpoee,  and  with  the  ele- 
vated character  of  the  otijects  which  are  to  be 
efitetedbyit. 

I  ber  leave  to  renew  the  reeonpiendatioii  made 
in  my  last  annual  message  respecting  the  enlist- 
ment of  boys  in  our  naval  service,  and  to  urge 
upon  your  attention  the  necessity  of  further  appro- 
priations to  increase  the  unmber  of  ships  i^oat, 
and  to  enlarge  generally  the  capacity  and  force  of 
the  navy.  IHie  increase  of  our  commerce,  and  oar 
positi<m  ia  regard  to  the  other  powers  of  the 
worid,  will  always  make  It  our  policy  and  interest  to  • 
cherish  the  great  naval  resources  of  our  country. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  presents  a 
^ratifying  [ucture  of  the  condition  of  the  Post 
Office  Department.  Its  revenues,  for  the  year 
epdiog  the  SOth  June  last,  were  |S,398,465  19, 
svwing  an  increase  of  revenue  over  that  of  the 
preceding  year  of  |404,878  68,  or  more  than  thir- 
teen per  cent  The  ezpendltorea  for  the  same  year 
were  $2,766,623  70,  exhibiting  a  sarplog  of  tM2,- 
881  4S.  The  Department  has  been  redeemed  &om 
embarrassment  and  debt ;  has  accumulated  a  sur- 
plus of  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars ;  ban 
largely  extended,  and  ia  preparing  still  further  to 
extend,  the  mail  service,  and  recommends  a  reduc- 
tion of  postages  equal  tO  aboot  twenty'  per  cent. 
It  ia  practising  upon  the  great  prtncl[^e  which 
ahoold  control  every  branch  of  our  Government, 
of  rendering  to  the  public  the  greatest  good  pos- 
tfble  with  the  least  possible  taxation  to  the  people. 

The  scaJe  of  postages  suggested  by  the  Post- 
master General  recommends  itself,  not  only  by  the 
reduction  it  ^poses,  but  by  the  rim^ldty  of  its 
arrangement,  its  conformity  with  the  Federal  cur- 
rency, and  the  Improvement  it  will  Introduce  Into 
the  accounts  of  the  Department  and  its  agents. 

Tour  particular  attention  is  invited  to  the  sub- 
ject of  moil  contracts  with  railroad  companies. 
The  present  laws  providing  for  the  making  of  con- 
tracts are  based  upon  the  presumption  uat  com- 

gititioa  among  bidden  will  secure  the  Mrrice  at  a 
ir  price.  But  on  meet  of  the  ratlroad  lines  there 
ia  no  competition  in  that  kind  of  transportation, 
and  advertising  is  therefore  useless.  No  contract 
can  now  be  made  with  them,  except  such  as  shall 
be  negotiated  before  the  time  of  offering  or  after- 
wards, and  the  power  of  the  Postmaster  General 
to  pay  them  high  prices  ia,  oraetically,  without 
Ihnitation.  It  would  be  a  relief  to  him,  and  no 
doubt  would  conduce  to  the  public  interest,  to 
prescribe  by  law  some  equitable  basis  upon  which 
Boeh  eoatracti  abaU  rest,  and  restrict  lilm  by  a 


fixed  rule  of  allowance-  Under  a  liberal  act  of 
that  sort,  he  would  imdonbtedly  be  able  to  secure 
the  services  of  most  of  the  railroad  companies, 
and  the  interest  of  the  Department  would  be  thuB 
adnneed. 

The  GorrespondeDce  between  tbe  pet^  of  the 
United  Statea  and  the  European  nations,  and  par- 
ticularly with  the  British  islands,  has  become  very 
extensive,  and  requires  the  interpontion  of  Con- 
gress to  i^ve  it  security.  No  obstacle  is  perceived 
to  an  interchange  of  mails  between  New  Tork  and 
Liverpool,  or  other  foreign  ports,  as  proposed  by 
the  Postmaster  General.  On  the  ooittnry  it  prom- 
Isea,  by  the  security  it  will  aSbrd,  to  &dEtide 
commerdal  transactions,  and  (0ve  rise  to  an  en- 
larged interconiM  among  the  people  of  different 
nations,  which  cannot  but  have  a  ha^^y  effect. 
Through  the  city  of  New  Tork  most  of  the  corre- 
spondence between  the  Ganadas  and  Europe  is  now 
carried  on,  and  n^nt  repreaentatiODs  have  been 
received  from  the  head  of  the  Provincial  Poet 
Office*  asking  the  interpodtion  of  the  United  States 
to  guard  it  &om  the  accidents  and  losses  to  which 
it  is  now  subjected.  Some  legislation  appears  to 
be  called  for,  as  well  by  our  own  interest  as  by 
comity  to  the  adjoining  British  Provinces. 

The  expediency  of  inroviding  a  fire-proof  boild- 
ing  for  the  important  books  and  pliers  of  tiia 
Post  Office  Deportment  is  worthy  of  consideration. 
In  the  present  comUtion  of  our  Treasury  it  ta 
neither  necessary  nor  wise  to  leave  essential  paUio 
interests  exposed  to  so  much  danger,  when  they 
can  so  readily  be  made  secure.  There  are  wdghty 
coodderationa  in  the  location  of  a  new  bailaing 
for  that  Department,  In  favor  of  pladi^  it  near  the 
other  Exeootive  buildings. 

Tbe  important  snt^ects  of  a  snrr^  of  the  coast, 
and  tiio  Bunoftotore  of  a  standard  of  weights  and 
measures  for  the  different  eustom-honses,  have 
been  in  progress  for  some  years  under  the  general 
direction  of  the  Kxeoutire,  and  tbe  immediate 
superintendence  of  a  gentleman  possee^g  high 
scientific  attainments.  At  the  last  sea^n  m  Coa- 
gresa,  the  maUngof  aaetof  weigbtaandmeaaures 
for  each  State  (n  the  Union,  was  added  to  the  others 
by  a  joint  reaohitioo. 

The  care  and  correspondence  oa  to  aU  these  sub- 
Jects,  have  been  devolved  on  the  Treasury  Depar^ 
mcut  during  tbe  last  year,  A  special  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  will  soon  be  commu- 
nicated to  GoDgreas,  which  will  show  what  has 
been  accomplished  as  to  the  whole;  the  number 
and  compensation  of  the  persons  now  emidoyed  in 
these  duties,  and  the  progress  expected  to  be  made 
during  the  ensuing  year ;  with  a  copy  of  the  various 
correspondence  deemed  necessary  to  throw  light 
on  the  sutyeots  which  seem  to  require  additional 
legislation.  Claims  have  been  made  for  reiroapcc- 
tive  allowances  in  behalf  of  the  superintendent  and 
some  of  his  asristauta,  which  I  did  not  feci  justified 
in  granting;  other  claims  have  been  made  for  laKO 
increases  In  compensation,  which,  under  aU  too 
circumstances  of  tbe  several  cases,  I  declined 
making  without  the  express  sanction  of  Congress. 
In  order  to  obtain  that  sanction,  the  subject  was, 
at  the  last  session,  on  my  suggestion,  and  by  re- 
quest of  the  immediate  soperintendent,  aabmltted 
by  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Bat 
no  le^slative  action  having  taken  place,  the  eariy 
attention  of  Conpeaa  ia  now  invited  to  the  enaot- 
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tnent  of  some  expressed  and  detaUed  pronraonfl  fn 
relftUon  to  the  Tarious  cUims  nude  for  the  past,  oad 
to  the  compensation  and  aUommces  deoned  proper 
for  the  future. 

It  is  further  respeetfhlly  recommended  Utat,  such 
being  the  iDConTenieoee  of  attention  to  these 
dotiei  by  the  C%ief  Magistrate,  and  such  the  great 
pressure  of  badness  on  the  Treasury  Department, 
the  general  superrision  of  the  coast  sarvey,  and 
the  completion  of  the  veigbtd  and  measures,  if  the 
works  are  kept  united,  should  be  derolred  on  a 
board  of  officers  organized  specially  for  that  par- 

gee,  or  on  the  Nary  Board  attached  to  the  Navy 
ipartment 

All  my  experience  and  reflection  coaflrm  the 
eonriction  I  have  so  often  expressed  to  Con- 
gresB  in  Ihror  of  an  amendmeat  of  the  consti- 
tution wtiich  will  prevent,  in  any  event,  the 
election  of  the  Prerident  and  Yice  Premdent  of 
the  United  States  deTolving  on  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives and  the  Senate ;  and  I  therefore 
bw  leave  again  to  soUdt  your  attention  to  the 
Bumect.  Here  were  variona  other  suggestions  in 
my  last  annual  message  not  acted  upon,  particularly 
that  relating  to  the  want  of  uniformity  In  the  laws 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  are  deemed 
worthy  of  your  favorable  conrideration. 

Before  coDcIading  this  paper,  I  think  it  due  to 
the  rarioos  executive  departments  to  bear  testimony 
to  their  prosperous  condition,  and  to  the  ability 
and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted. 
It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  In  all  of  them  a 
vigilant  and  faithful  discbarge  of  the  public  busi- 
ness, and  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  that  there 
is  no  jnst  cause  of  compliunt  from  any  quarter  at 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  tlie  objects 
of  their  creation. 

Having  now  finished  the  observations  deemed 
proper,  on  this,  the  last  oceadon  I  shall  have  of 
communicating  with  the  two  Honsea  of  Congreas 
at  their  meeting,  I  cannot  omit  an  expression  of 
the  gratitude  which  is  due  to  the  great  body  of  my 
fi^w-citisens,  in  whose  partiality  and  indulgence  I 
Iwve  flmnd  encoaragement  and  support,  in  the  many 
dUBcnlt  and  trying  scenes  through  which  tt  has  been 
my  lot  to  pass  during  my  public  career.  Though 
de<^y  Benrible  that  my  exertions  have  not  been 
crowned  with  a  success  corresponding  to  the  degree 
of  &vor  bestowed  upon  me,  I  am  sure  that  uey 
will  be  considered  as  having  been  directed  by  an 
earnest  desire  to  promote  the  good  of  my  country ; 
and  I  am  consoled  by  the  persuasion  that  whatever 
errors  have  been  committed  wiU  find  a  corrective 
in  the  Intelligence  and  patriotism  of  those  lAo  will 
Bocceed  ns.  AH  that  has  occurred  daring  mv 
administration  ia  calculated  to  inspire  ms  win 
hicreased  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  Institu- 
tions; and  should  I  be  spared  to  enter  upon  that 
retirement  which  is  so  SQitiU}le  to  my  age  and  infirm 
health,  and  so  mnoh  desired  by  me  in  other  re- 
spects, I  bIibU  not  cease  to  Invoke  tliat  beneficent 
Being  to  whose  providence  we  are  already  so  sig- 
nally indebted,  for  the  continnanoe  of  Ills  blessings 
on  onr  beloTed  conntry. 

ANDREW  JACKSOK. 
Wabhimomhi,  Uk  J>eemher,  1836. 

Five  thoiunnd  copies  of  the  Message  and  the 
wo^Q^yiiig  doonmentB  were  ordoed  to  be 


J)mA  qf  Mr.  Goldiiboreuffk 
Ur.  Kknt  addressed  the  Ch^  as  follows: 
Ur.  Freddent :  Yonder  vacant  seat,  hereto* 
fore  so  ab^  and  80  &ithfbllj  filled,  4)Qt  too  fiig- 
oifioantly  mdicates  the  ol^ect  of  my  addieasiiig  ' 
yoa  at  this  time. 

I  rise,  sir,  for  the  potpose  of  annonQcing  to 
yon  and  to  the  Sen^  tne  melancholy  intelli- 
geuce  of  the  death  of  my  very  vcrthy  and 
excellent  colleague,  the  late  Bobbbt  H.  Goiw- 
BOBouoH.  He  departed  this  life  daring  the 
late  recess,  after  a  short  illness,  in  the  midst 
of  bis  usefiilQess,  and  at  a  period  when  ve 
should  have  been  jaatifiable  in  allotting  to  him 
many  years  of  vigorons  health. 

Bnt  few  indlvianalB  have  occnpied  a  greater 
space  in  pablto  estimation  in  his  na^ve  State 
toaa  Mr.  Ooldsbosougo.  He  filled,  ftom  an 
eariy  period  of  his  life,  with  no  inconsideralile 
degree  of  repatatjon,  varions  pablic  stations, 
and  was  twice  dieoted  to  a  seat  in  this  bod;. 
Possesnng  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  ednesdon, 
which  had  been  well  improved,  with  the  most 
polished  address,  he  was  ever  foond  a  readj 
and  efficient  debater,  remarkable  for  his  coll^ 
tesy  and  politeness.  He  was  tmly  said  to  ban 
been  "  a  man  of  manners  and  of  letters  too." 

Mr.  Goldsbobottgh'b  exertions  for  the  benefit 
of  his  fellow-men  were  not  confined  to  pnWio 
life.  He  was  prominent  as  an  agricnltarist, 
making  &eqnent  and  jndioioas  experimoi^ 
enforcing  his  views  by  very  able  essiqra,  thae 
by  directing  the  attention  of  the  agrieoltm* 
to  sadi  ol^eota  as  were  calculated  to  ameliorate 
and  imOTOve  iSie  eondlMcm  of  his  exhansteo 
lands.   Tmly  exemplary  in  all  the  relations « 

Srivate  life,  as  a  friend,  neighbor,  and  in  the 
omestic  circle,  he  was  onriTalled.        ^  , 
To  me,  personally,  his  loss  is  truly  afflictin?- 
A  severe  hoarseness,  under  which  I  have  la- 
bored for  some  time,  obliges  me  to  be  thus  briet 
I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution : 

"  JIuolved,  That  the  members  of  the 
from  a  sincere  deare  of  showing  every  n*^,? 
respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the  Honww^ 
Robert  H.  Ooldsbobouoh,  deceased,  late  a  o^]^ 
thereof;  iriU  go  into  monming  for  him  one  nonU, 
by  the  uanal  mode  of  wearing  crt^  round  tuieu 
ana." 

The  rescdnfion  was  munimonsly  ad<^tea,  aiw 
the  Senate  acyoomed. 

Wkdnsbdat,  December  T. 
Madiion't  Writingi. 
The  following  Message  was  received  frW 
the  President  of  the  United  States : 
To  ike  Senate  and  Houae  of  RepreienieUivt* : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  myeorrcspODtK»^ 
with  Mrs.  Madison,  produced  "by  the  resoiu^^ 
adopted  at  the  last  session  by  the  Senate 
House  of  RepresenUtives,  on  the  decease  oi  ^ 
venerated  husband.    The  occaaon  Be^<°"._  fi,e 
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Ur.  Ibdisoo'a  own  band,  under  drenmtanoes  thaT 
g^Te  it  cliUtns  to  be  coMidered  as  Uttle  leas  than 
official 

Congress  has  already,  at  considerable  expenK, 
published,  in  a  variety  of  forms,  the  naked  joumala 
of  the  rertrfntionary  Congress,  and  of  the  conren- 
tiMU  that  formed  the  Coostitation  of  the  United 
StateiL  I  am  persoaded  that  the  vork  of  Mr. 
Hadison,  ctmadering  the  author,  the  Bubject-matter 
of  It,  and  the  circumstances  under  vfaich  it  was 
prepared — long  withheld  from  the  pnblle  as  it  has 
been  by  those  motivea  of  personal  kindness  and 
delicacy  that  gave  tone  to  his  intercourse  with  his 
feOow-men,  until  he  and  all  who  had  been  partici- 
patora  with  him  in  the  scenes  he  describes,  hare 
passed  away — ^weUdeserrea  to  becwu  the  property 
of  the  nation ;  and  cannot  fail,  if  pablidiea  and 
disseminated  at  the  public  charge,  to  confer  the 
most  important  of  all  benefits  on  the  present  and 
every  succeeding  generation — accurate  knowledge 
of  the  principles  of  their  Government,  and  the  dr- 
eumstances  under  which  they  wore  recommended, 
and  enAodied  fn  the  constitotlon  for  adoption. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Jhember  6, 169S. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bins,  the  reading  of  the 
correspondence  was  dispensed  with,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

£!x^nginff  the  Journal. 
"Ml.  Bkston  gave  notice  tliat  on  the  first 
day  on  which  there  was  a  Senate  Boffimenily 
fmJ,  he  should  ode  leave  to  Introduce  a  rosdu- 
taon  to  ezpunge  from  the  Joomal  certain  Ben- 
tences  thereon.  He  would  state,  at  the  same 
^ne,  that  the  resolution  he  should  iutrodnoe 
would  be  in  the  same  words  as  the  one  intro- 
duced by  him  at  the  last  session,  and  it  was 
his  wish,  that  the  resolution  might  be  disposed 
of  by  the  Senate,  before  the  other  important 
business  of  the  sesmon  conmienced. 


UoKDAT,  December  13. 

Hr.  Bu.0^  Senator  from  Uississipi^  Vr. 
TaxxuAxraB,  Senator  ft-om  New  ToA,  and  Mr. 
WxBSTSB,  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  speared 
to-day,  and  took  their  seats. 

Statementa  of  Gommeree  and  2?a»iffatiM. 

Mr.  Bkston  called  up  the  resolution  he  had 
offered^  respecting  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of 
printing  the  annual  report  from  the  Treasury 
on  commerce  and  navi^tion. 

Mr.  Kbisbt  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
BtriUng  out  all  after  the  word  "  resolved," 
and  inserting — 

SMolved  by  iheStnateandHoim  o/Xepretentativet, 
That  the  annual  statement  of  the  commerce  and 
nav^ation  of  the  tTtUted  States  be  hereafter  printed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  commnnicated  as  soon  u  poedble  after 
the  commencement  of  each  stated  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  that  said  statement  be  printed  in  the 
same  form  and  at  the  same  price  as  the  ordinary 
laintlng  of  the  two  Houses  ot  Congress ;  that  the 
same  number  of  copies  as  are  nstuUy  prhited  be 
bnddied  for  iba  purpose  (tf  binding  and  dirtribo- 


itioa,  and  tliat  ftve  thonsand  additional  oqdes  be 
^qtta%  distrlbated  to  tiie  members  of  the  Senate 
uid  House  of  Repreantattves. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that,  on  looking  farther 
into  the  existing  law  providing  for  ihe  printing 
of  this  document,  he  had  become  convinced 
that  some  such  modifioati<Hi  of  the  resolution 
was  necessary  as  had  now  been  proposed.  The 
only  objection  he  had  to  it  related  to  the  five 
thousand  additional  copies  to  be  printed  for  tbe 
Senate;  be  thought  this  number  larger  than 
necessary,  and  proposed  that  it  be  reduced  to 
three  thousand. 

Mr.  Knight  assenting,  the  resolution  was  so 
modified  accordingly,  and  in  this  form  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 

Socretar^  of  tho  Smote. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  in  place  of  Waltbb  Low- 
BIK,  Esq.,  resigned. 

On  the  first  ballot,  Mr.  Abbuht  Dioimre  re* 
oeived  20  votes ;  Hon.  Abnold  Naudaut  late 
of  the  Senate,  18;  scattering  8;  21  Defa^( 
necessary  to  a  choice.  • 

On  the  second  ballot,  Mr.  Dickinb  received 
21 ;  Mr.  Kaudain  18 ;  Mr.  Bbtah  1 ;  21  being 
necessary  to  a  choice. 

Mr.  DiosjNS  was  according^  declared  to  bo 
duly  elected  Secretary  of  the  Smate, 

Memory  iff  Mr.  Etnnard. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tift9n,  of  Indiana,  it  waa 
lUaoltied,  That,  bi  memory  of  the  late  Hon.  Mr. 
EiKMi.ao,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Bepresentip 
tives  from  the  State  of  bidiana,  the  members  of  the 
Senate  wear  orape  on  the  left  arm  for  the  space  of 
thirty  days. 

■Wbdnebdat,  December  14. 

Mr.  OALHomr,  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
appeared  to  day  in  his  seat 

The  TVwsury  Oiroular. 

The  following  resolutions,  introduced  by  Mr. 
EwiNo,  of  Ohio,  being  at  their  second  reading: 

"  Setolved  by  tht  SenaU  and  Sbtmof  Sepretenta- 
tivti,  That  the  Treasury  order  oi  the  eleventh 
day  of  July,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  dght  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  designating  the  fanw  which 
riiould  be  receivable  in  payment  tot  pubBo  lands, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

"  Reaclved,  o/m.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  Becretaiy  of  the  Treasury  to  delegate  to  any 
person,  or  to  any  corporation,  the  power  of  direct* 
lag  wluU  funds  shall  be  receivable  for  oiutoms,  or 
for  the  paUie  lands ;  new  shall  be  make  any  die* 
crimination  ha  tbe  fluds  so  recdvabte,  between 
different  individnah^  or  between  the  different 
braadM  of  tbe  public  revenue.** 

Mr.  EwiKa,  of  Ohio  spoke  as  follows :  This 
extraordina^  p^r  (the  Treasury  Oirculu*) 
was  iuued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  tibe  11th  of  July  last  in  the  form  of  »drca* 
lar  to  ^  recovers  of  public  nuHiey  in  ttie 
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Bereral  land  offioes  in  the  United  States  ffireot- 
ing  them,  after  the  16th  of  Aogost  then  nezt^ 
to  receive  in  payment  for  pnblio  lands  nothing 
bnt  gold  and  silver  and  oertifioates  of  deposits, 
aigned  by  the  Treasnftr  of  tiie  United  States, 
with  a  saving  in  favor  of  actnal  settlers,  and 
bona  fide  remdente  in  the  State  In  which  the 
land  hi^pened  to  lie.  This  saving  was  for  a 
linuted  time,  and  ezpiresj  I  think,  tomorrow. 
The  professed  object  of  this  order  was  to  check 
the  speonlations  in  pnblio  lands ;  to  check  ex- 
oessive  issues  of  bank  p^>er  in  the  West,  and  to 
increase  the  specie  correncj  of  the  ooantry; 
and  the  neoeesity  of  the  meaeore  was  supported, 
or  in<rtended  to  be  aapportod,  by  the  opiidinis 
c£  members  of  this  body  and  tbe  other  branch 
of  Congress.  Bnt,  before  I  proceed  to  examine 
in  detad  tiiis  p^>erj  its  obaraoter  and  its  oonse- 
qnenees,  I  wul  briefly  advert  to  the  etate  of 
wings  oat  of  which  it  srew. 

I  am  confident,  and  I  believe  I  can  make  the 
thing  manifest,  tiiat  the  avowed  objects  were 
not  the  only,  nor  even  the  leading  objects  for 
which  this  order  was  framed ;  they  may  have 
inflaenced  the  jtiinds  of  some  who  advised  it, 
bat  those  who  planned,  and  those  who  at  last 
virtoally  ezecnted  it,  were  governed  by  other 
and  different  motives,  which  I  ahall  proceed  to 
enlun. 

It  was  foreseen,  prior  to  the  commencement 
of  the  last  session  of  Oongress,  that  th^  woold 
be  a  very  lai^  surplas  of  money  in  the  pablic 
Treasnry  beyond  the  wants  of  the  ooan^  for 
all  their  reasonable  expenditures.  It  was  also 
well  understood  that  the  land  bUl,  or  some  other 
measure  for  the  distribation  of  ttus  fond,  would 
be  agun  presented  to  Oongress;  and,  if  the 
true  condition  of  the  pablio  Treasury  were 
known  and  understood,  that  its  distribution,  in 
some  form  or  other,  would  be  demanded  by  the 
country.  On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  to  have 
been  determined  by  the  party,  and  some  of 
those  who  act  with  it  tlwroaghly,  that  the 
nuHiej  should  remain  where  It  was,  in  the 
deposit  banks,  so  that  it  oonid  be  wielded  at 
pleasure  by  the  Executive.  Henoe  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  to  ih» 
two  Houses  of  Oongress  on  the  Stia.  day  of 
December,  1886,  (doc  2,  page  2,)  makes  the 
aggr»ate  balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  Ist 
day  of  January,  183S,  no  more  than  $19,147,- 
000;  but  now  the  controversy  is  ended,  he 
shows,  in  his  report  of  the  6th  of  December, 
1686,  that  the  true  amount  of  that  bdanoe  was 
$26,749,808,  making  an  error  of  $7,602,803. 
There  ent^  into  and  thence  arises  the 
e^^regiooB  error,  an  estimate  of  tbe  receipts  for 
the  last  quarter  of  the  then  current  year.  After 
three-anarters  of  that  quarter  had  elapsed; 
after  tnis  was  ia  tiie  hands  of  inferior  ofhcers, 
and,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  buunesa,  within 
the  knowledge  of  his  sevem  bnreans  at  Wash- 
ington, receipts  within  that  quarter  of  abont 
seven  millions,  he  estimates  the  aggregate  re- 
ceipts^r  the  whole  quarter  at  $4^950,000, 
whereas  the  troe  amonnt,  as  now  reported,  was 
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$11,960,000;  making  a  differmce-in  the  reo^pts 
of  that  rinf^  qoartCT  of  seven  nffllionSb  Ithinlc 
I  am  very  safe  in  saying  that  this  most  extra- 
ordinary error  never  would  have  occurred  in 
this  report  i!  it  had  been  ttie  wish  of  the 
Executive  to  parade  before  the  nation  a  very 
prosperous  state  of  the  public  Treasurr,  and  a 
Urge  receipt  for  the  year  1835.  If  nothing  had 
be^  fear^  about  the  land  bill  or  distribation 
project,  the  estimate  for  that  quarter  wonid 
probably  have  equalled  the  actual  receipts. 

The  statement  of  the  Secretaiy,  however, 
showed  a  snrplus ;  bat  he  proceeds  to  calculate 
it  away  in  the  year  1886.  He  coDjectures  that 
the  receipts  of  that  year  will  amount  to  $19,- 
760,000,  and  of  this  fie  allows  the  public  lands 
to  produce  $4,000,000.  The  whole  notipt 
bdng  less  by  aboat  $^000,000,  tSun  sufficient 
to  sustain  the  estimated  expenses  of  the  year. 
But  in  his  report  of  Deoember  6, 18S6,  he  gives 
the  receipts  of  the  same  year  at  $47,691,898 ; 
more,  by  about  $28,000,000,  than  his  estimate ; 
and  of  this  the  public  lands  yield  $24,000,000, 
six  times  the  amount  of  that  estimate. 

These  &cts  are  striking ;  and  if  the  errors 
originate  in  mere  mistake,  which  I  am  wiUing 
to  believe,  they  indicate  a  moat  extraordinary 
degree  of  ignorance  as  to  the  business  d  the 
ooantry,  and  the  direction  of  its  capital,  or  a 
mind  eadly  Inased  and  led  into  error  by  pre- 
conceived opinI<His. 

But  Senators,  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
which  afterwards  sprung  up  on  the  land  bill, 
went  much  farther  than  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  They  denied,  and  most  unequivo- 
cslly,  that  there  was  any  surplus,  or  that  there 
would  be  any :  and,  when  some  of  us  offered 
an  estimate  of  what  would  be  the  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  in  the  current  year,  we  were  told 
that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  fasten  that 
estimate  upon  us  at  this  session  of  Congress. 
I,  however:  for  one,  determined  to  relieve 
gentlemen  from  all  trouble  on  tiiat  score,  as  far 
as  r^arded  myself.  On  tiie  ISth  of  March, 
1886,  1  salnnitted  my  estimate  of  the  rerenues 
and  expenditures  m  the  current  year,  in  a 
^ee(di  which  I  caused  to  be  printed  in  pam- 
phlet ibrm.  In  this  I  estimated  the  receipts 
n-om  customs  for  the  year  at  -  $19,000,000 
The  public  lands  at  more  than  -  20^000,000 
And  I  made  the  whole  amount  on 
hand,  and  received  and  receiv- 
able, in  that  year,  in  round  num- 
bers, without  deducting  expen^ 

ditnres   77,000,000 

The  customs,  it  seems,  have  produced  $23,- 
000,000,  which  is  $4,000,000  more  than  my 
estimate.  The  public  lands  $24,000,000 — about 
the  sum  which  I  had  supposed.  And  the  foot- 
ing (tf  the  column  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  which  answers  to  my  estimate 
of  $77,000,000,  is  $74,441,702,  being  two  and 
a  half  millions  leas  than  I  coiijectured.  More 
than  this  deficit,  however,  is  accounted  for  by 
the  £act  that  the  bank  stock  which  I  had  sup- 
posed would  fall  in,  within  the  current  year, 


Tk4  Trtatm^  Circular. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BBBATSS  OF  CONaBSSS. 


69 


DicKMBH^  1886.] 

baa  not  jest  bem  sold,  or  the  ft  vails  of  it  received 
into  tiie  TreaBoiy. 

When  tiie  trne  Btate  of  thiiup  beoame  too 
obTioos  to  be  anj  longer  snooeBsfolIj  contested ; 
when  it  became  apparent  to  every  one  here  and 
to  0x6  public  that  there  was  a  lar^  amount  of 

Eublio  money  lying  in  the  depoait  banks,  and 
kely  to  remain  t£ere  for  years,  an  injury  to 
the  public,  and  beneficial  to  nobody,  except 
bankers  and  brokers;  and  Trhea  no  other 
means  seemed  to  offer  of  rensting  a  distribu- 
tion of  this  fond,  the  coontry  became  suddenly 
threatened  with  a  fore^  war — and,  at  one 
time,  the^alls  of  onr  ^^itol  were  actually 
threatened  with  demolition  by  the  great  guns 
of  the  Etenoh  navy — we  were  in  ^TWTwitHwi^ 
danger  <tf  invasion,  and  iq>propriation8  to  tiiie 
amount  <x£  more  than  $80,000,000  were  called 
for  by  gentlemen  who  are  m  favor  of  economy 
^md  reform,  to  enable  the  Exeoutive  to  pr^are 
for  defence.  But  this  spectre  vanished.  Then 
we  were  threatened  with  Indian  invasion  and 
Indian  massacre  on  our  whole  Korth-westem 
firontier.  The  squabble  with  a  miserable  horde 
of  naked  savages  in  the  swamps  of  Florida, 
which  has  en^^ged  the  attention  of  this  war- 
like administration  for  the  last  year,  was  mag- 
nified into  a  general  and  formidable  rising  of 
all  the  tribes  east  (tf  the  Booky  Uotmtuns,  and 
military  jwaparalaona  were  owed  for  that  we 
might  be  in  armor  to  do  battle  wiUi  them.  At 
last  a  report  of  the  Sooretary  of  War,  sanctioned 
1^  the  Prendent,  ^t  an  end  to  all  this  ab- 
surdity; the  deposit  bill  passed,  after  a  des- 
perate straggle,  and  thai  came  this  measure — 
the  Treasury  order — intended  to  destroy  its 
effect 

This  order  grew  out  of  the  contest  to  which 
I  have  referred.  It  was  issued  not  by  the 
advice  of  Congress  or  under  the  sanction  of 
any  law.  It  was  delayed  until  Congress  was 
£urly  out  of  the  city,  and  all  pos^bility  of  inter- 
ference by  legislation  was  removed,  and  then 
came  forth  tl^  new  and  last  e]^)edient.  It  was 
imown  that  Uiese  fonds,  received  for  public 
landL  had  become  a  chief  Boaroo  at  tevenne, 
and  it  may  have '  ooonrred  to  some  that  the 

Eassage  of  a  Treasory  order  of  tlus  kind  would 
ave  a  tendency  to  embarrass  the  country ;  and 
as  the  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  deposits  had 
Just  passed,  the  public  might  be  brought  to 
believe  that  all  the  mischief  occasioned  by  the 
order  was  the  effect  of  the  distribution  bilL 
It  has,  indeed,  happened,  t^at  this  scheme  has 
&iled;  the  public  imderstandtHt  rightly,  but 
that  was  not  by  any  means  certain  at  the  time 
the  measure  was  devised.  It  was  not  Uien 
foreseen  that  the  people  would  as  generally  see 
through  the  contrivance  as  it  has  since  been 
fonnd  that  they  do. 

There  may  bave  been  vaiioiu  other  motives 
which  led  to  the  measure,  Kany  mJuds  were 
probably  to  be  consulted,  for  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  a  step  like  this  was  t^en  without 
consultation,  and  guided  by  the  will  of  a  single 
individaal  alooe.  That  is  not  the  way  in 
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whi<di  these  tlunga  are  done.  No  doubt  one 
effect  hoped  for  by  some  was,  that  a  cheok 
would  be  ^Ton  to  the  sales' <^  tbe  pnbHo  lands. 
The  opermoa  of  the  order  would  naturally  be, 
to  raise  the  price  of  land  by  raidng  the  price 
of  l^e  currency  in  which  it  was  to  m  pud  fm. 
But,  while  this  would  be  tiie  eflfoet  on  small 
buyers,  those  who  purchased  on  a  large  scale 
would  be  enabled  to  sell  at  an  advance  of  ten 
or  fifteen  per  cent  over  what  would  have  been 
given  if  the  tFnited  States  lands  had  been  open 
to  purchasers  in  the  ordinary  way.  Those  who 
had  borrowed  money  of  the  deposit  banks  and 
paid  it  oat  for  lands,  would  thus  be  enabled 
to  make  sale  to  advantage,  and  by  means  of 
such  sales  make  payment  to  the  banks  who 
found  it  necessary  to  call  in  th^  lai^  loan^ 
In  order  to  meet  tiie  proririom  of  the  depodt 
bin.  The  order,  thereRNW,  was  likdy  to  operate 
to  the  common  benefit  of  tiie  deposit  banks 
and  the  great  land  dealers,  while  it  countmuited 
the  eflforts  of  the  oluioxioaB  deport  bin. 

There  may  have  been  yet  another  motive 
actuating  some  of  those  who  devised  this  order. 
There  was  danger  that  the  deposit  bank% 
when  called  upon  to  refund  the  public  treasure 
would  be  unable  to  do  it :  indeed,  it  was  sua 
on  this  floor  that  the  immediate  effect  of  the 
distribution  bill  would  be  to  break  those  banks. 
Now  this  Treasury  order  would  operate  to 
collect  tiie  specie  ot  the  conntry  into  the  land 
offices,  whence  it  woold  immediately  go  into 
the  depont  buiks,  and  would  prove  an  aocept- 
aUe  aid  to  them  while  maMng  the  transfers 
required  by  law.  These  seem  to  me  to  have 
been  amoiu;  &e  real  motives  which  led  to  the 
adoption  of  that  order. 

Mr.  Benton  replied  to  Mr.  Ewino,  and  read 
a  passage  from  the  President's  Message  to  show 
the  reason  for  issuing  the  specie  circular,  and 
that  it  was  to  save  the  public  lands  from  be- 
coming the  prey  of  Bpeculators  in  exchange  for 
wortmess  bank  notes.  He  also  read  from  a 
speech  of  Mr.  Wxbsteb,  in  1816,  to  show  the 
dangers  of  paper  money  and  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  collect  its  duties  and  taxes  in 
gold  and  silTU-  on^.  l^e  Avowing  is  the 
extract  read: 

"Hr.  W.  sddhe  fidt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  oOI  the 
attention  of  the  House  oooe  more  to  tbs  suttJect  of 
the  collectioa  of  the  revenue,  snd  to  present  the 
resolutions  whidi  he  had  snbnidtted.  He  hod  be^ 
the  more  indined  to  do  this,  from  an  apprehen^on 
that  tUb  rq'ection  yeeterdajr,  of  the  bill  which  hod 
been  mtrodooed,  might  bo  construed  Into  an  aban- 
donment, on  the  part  of  the  House,  of  all  hope  of 
remedying  the  existing  eviL  He  had  had,  it  mm 
true,  some  objections  against  proceeding  hj  way  of 
bill,  because  the  case  was  not  one  in  which  the  law 
was  deficient,  but  one  in  which  the  execution  of  the 
law  was  deficieot.  *  *  *  The  situation  of  the 
country,  said  Ur.  W.,  in  reeanl  to  the  oolleotjon 
of  its  revenues,  is  most  deplomble.  ^  With  a  per- 
fectly sound  legal  currency,  the  national  reveuues 
ore  not  collected  in  this  emrenoy,  but  in  paper  of 
various  sorts,  and  various  degrees  of  value.  *  *  It 
is  quite  dear  that  by  the  atatute  aO  dataes  and  taxea 
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are  required  to  be  paid  in  the  I^al  mooey  of  the  TTnited 
States,  or  in  the  Treamtry  notes,  arreeably  to  a  recent 
proTi^n,  It  is  joBt  u  dear  that  ute  law  haa  been  dis> 
imrded,  and  that  the  notes  of  the  banks  of  a  hmidred 
dIBtoent  descriptuns^  and  almost  as  many  dUferent 
values,  have  been  received,  and  are  still  received, 
where  the  statute  requires  legal  money  or  Treasniy 
notes  to  be  paid.  *  *  There  are  aome  political 
evila  which  are  seen  as  soon  aa  they  are  dangerous, 
and  which  alann  at  once  aa  well  the  people  as  the 
GoTenuoent  Wars  and  invadooa,  therafore,  are 
not  always  the  most  certain  destroyers  of  national 
prosperity.  They  cnne  in  no  questionable  Bh^>e. 
They  annotmce  tWr  own  ^tproach,  and  the  genml 
safety  is  preserved  by  the  general  alarm.  Kot  so 
with  the  evils  of  a  debased  coin,  a  depreciated  paper 
currency,  or  a  depressed  and  fldlii^  public  crediL 
KotBOwiUi  the  plausible  and  inriAonsmiscUeft  of 
a  ptqwr  mmey  system,  nwse  Inslnaata  themselTes 
in  the  shape  of  facilities,  accommodation,  and  relie£ 
They  hM  out  the  most  falladous  hope  an  ea^er 
pigment  of  debts,  and  a  Uriiter  bardeo  of  taxation. 
It  is  easy  for  a  portion  of  tbe  pecqile  to  imagine  that 
Govmunent  may  properly  continue  to  receive  depre- 
dated p^>er,  because  they  have  received  it,  and 
because  it  is  more  conveni^t  to  obtain  it  than  to 
obtain  otherp^r  or  epede.  But  on  these  subjects 
it  is  that  Government  ou^ht  to  exercise  its  own 
peculiar  wisdom  and  caution.  It  is  supposed  to 
possess,  on  mibgects  of  this  nature,  somewhat  more 
of  foremght  thim  has  fUlen  to  the  lot  of  individuals. 
It  is  botmd  to  foresee  the  evil  before  every  man  feels 
it,  and  to  take  all  neceesaiy  measures  to  guard 
aoainit  it,  althowh  they  nu^  be  measnres  attended 
imh  some  ^fficoity,  and  not  witiiout  some  temporary 
incmvenienoe.  •  •  *  •  •  The  only  power 
which  the  Qovemment  of  restraining  the 

iasueof  the  State  banks,  is  to  refuse  their  notesm  the 
receipts  of  the  Treasury.  This  power  it  can  exercise 
now,  or  at  least  provide  now  for  exercising  it  in 
reasonable  time,  because  the  cmren^  of  some  part  of 
file  country  is  yet  sound,  and  the  evil  is  not  yet 
universal.  *  *  But  I  have  expressed  my  belief 
on  more  than  one  occadon,  and  I  now  repeat  the 
0[Hnion,  tiiat  it  waathe  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  return  of  peace,  to  have  returned 
to  the  legal  and  proper  mode  of  coUectins  the 
nreDoe.  *  *  *  It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that 
die  influence  of  tbe  TVesnuy  could  have  effected  all 
this.  If  not,  it  could  have  withdrawn  the  deposits, 
and  the  countenance  ol  the  Government,  &om 
institutions  which,  against  all  rule  and  all  proprie^, 
were  holding  great  sums  in  Government  stocks,  and 
making  enormous  profits  from  the  circalation  of  Uieir 
own  dishonored  paper.  That  which  was  most  wanted 
was  the  designauon  of  a  time  for  the  oorreq>ondine 
operation  of  banks  of  dllferent  i^acea.  They  could 
have  been  made  by  the  head  of  tbe  Treasury  better 
than  by  anybody,  or  everybody  else.  •  ■  •  * 
This  Government  has  a  nght,  in  all  cases,  to  protect 
Ha  own  revenues,  and  to  guard  them  aeaioat  defalca- 
tion or  bad  and  depreciated  paper.  It  la  bound,  also, 
to  collect  the  taxes  of  the  poeple  on  a  ut^orm 
ayiftffm."  •••••••»•••• 

[Having  read  these  passsges  from  the  speech  of 
Xr,  WsBSTEs,  Hr.  Behton  thus  concluded  his  own 
Justification  of  the  Treasury  ^edal  order :  j 

Tbe  Treasnry  order  was  a  measore  of  r^a- 
Mim  npon  the  State  Inmk^  intended  to  save 
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the  finances  and  the  eurreocy,  as  well  ss  th« 
pablio  lands.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States 
regnlated  the  Btate  banks  by  tbe  aimple  process 
of  exdnding  their  paper  firom  the  Federal  re- 
ceipte  and  expenditarea ;  and  this  was  effected 
by  the  24th  and  2601  articles  of  the  by-laws  oC 
the  coipcnaitMHi  already  read,  ^e  exdnded 
Umn  to  make  room  for  ner  on  notes;  and  Qai 
is  the  extoit  ot  her  akiU  and  d  ha  merit  in 
all  this  boasted  regolation  of  local  coirenciet 
of  which  we  hear  so  mach.  The  Fedml 
Cktrerament  has  OQly  to  do  the  same,  and  the 
State  bank  Issoes  are  repelled  iwaa  tiidr 
Bonrces,  and  become  coroparatiTedy^haniilesa. 
It  is  reoeivability  for  federal  daes ;  it  is  receiv- 
ability  at  the  land  ofBces,  cnstom-booses,  snd 
post  offices,  which  gives  them  wings  to  fly  over 
the  contioent,  and  enables  them  to  pass,  with- 
out regard  to  the  credit  or  aolvency  of  tbe 
bank  from  which  they  come.  It  is  tbe  Federal 
Goveroment  endorsement  wbieh  does  the  mii- 
cliief ;  aai  this  endorsemenl^  fiw  all  the  tnu^ 
poses  of  ftlie  credit  and  want  of  responsibility, 
IS  given  to  t^e  whole  isaoe  of  every  bast  whon 
paper  is  made  receivable  for  pnblio  dues.  The 
experiment  has  been  tried,  and  local  paper 
has  fuled  as  a  natiomd  cnrren<n%  and  out  of 
that  failnre  arose  the  second  United  States 
Bank.  It  will  fkil  again,  and  agidn,  and  forever  I 
There  is  no  safety  for  the  federal  rev^Lues  Imt 
in  the  total  exclnsion  of  local  paper,  and  thit 
from  every  branch  of  the  revenne — cnstom^ 
lands,  and  post  office.  There  is  no  sbMj  for 
the  national  finances  bat  in  the  constitutional 
medium  of  gold  and  silver.  After  forty  yean 
of  wandering  in  the  wildeineas  of  ^aper  mcn^i 
we  have  approached  the  confines  of  the  oomt^ 
tntional  mediom.  SeTcnty-five  millions  of 
specie  in  the  conntry,  with  the  prospect  of 
annual  increase  of  ten  or  twelve  miliums  Aff 
the  next  fonr  years,  three  branch  minte  to  com- 
mence next  spring,  and  the  complete  restorati^ 
of  tiie  gold  cnrrency,  annonnoe  the  eacceas  of 
President  Jackson's  great  measures  for  tbe 
reform  of  the  currency,  and  vindicate  the 
stitation  from  the  libel  of  having  prescribed 
an  impracticable  currency.  The  success  is  com- 
plete ;  and  there  is  no  way  to  thwart  it,  bot  to 
pnt  down  the  Treasury  order,  and  to  reopfO 
the  public  lands  to  the  inundaUon  of  pcp'' 
money.  Of  this,  it  is  not  to  be  dissonb^ 
there  is  great  danger.  Fonr  deeply  intoteted 
classes  are  at  work  to  do  it — spectdatorB,  local 
banks.  United  States  Bank,  and  politicians  ont 
of  power.  Thiy  may  succeed,  but  he  (^'.^| 
would  not  despair.  The  darkest  hoar  of  nigM 
is  juat  before  tbe  break  of  day ;  and,  tlm)0^ 
tbe  gloom  ahead,  he  saw  the  bright  vimon  w 
the  constitutional  currency  erect,  radiant,  anfl 
victorious.  Through  regulation  or  eiplMon 
success  must  eventually  come.  If  refw™ 
measures  go  on,  gold  and  wlver  will  be  grsdP- 
ally  and  temperately  resto.red ;  if  reform  mea*" 
nres  are  stopped,  then  tlie  paper  system  rDW 
riot,  and  explodes  from  its  own  expansKW- 
Then  the  Bank  (tf  the  United  States  viU  ex» 


7%»  TYtamrf  Cb-caim. 


Digitize*!  by 


BSBATES  OS"  GONGBBSS. 


61 


Dbgbmbsb,  1886.] 

1q  the  catastrophe,  and  claim  its  own  re-estab- 
lishmeDt,  as  the  only  adeqnate  regulator  of  the 
local  banks.  Then  it  wm  be  Bud  Uie  specie 
ezperiniMit  haa  foiled  1  But  no ;  the  oontxary 
Till  be  known,  that  the  specie  e:q>eriment  has 
not  fUled,  bat  it  was  pnt  down  bj  the  voice 
and  power  of  tho  interested  classes  and  must 
be  put  np  anin  hj  the  voice  and  power  of  the 
disiBterMted  eommomty. 

Staiementt  <if  Commerce  and  Navigation. 

The  joint  resolntion  introduced  some  days  ago 
by  Mr.  Bbston,  providing  for  the  earlier  prep- 
aration of  the  aunaal  report  on  commerce  and 
navigation  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed — 

Wnen  the  Senate  adjonraed. 


Tedbsimit,  December  16. 

ICr.  RtTSB  presented  the  credentiala  of  Bioh- 
ASD  E.  Fabkxb,  Senator  elect  from  Vii^nia ; 
and 

Hr.  BnowN  presented  the  credentials  of 
BoBEBT  Strakoe,  Senator  elect  from  North 

Carolina. 

Uessrs.  Stranok  and  Pasxxb  appeared,  were 
qoalifled,  and  took  thor  seats.   ■  - 


Moot  AT,  December  19. 

The  Ohaib  presented  tiie  credentials  of  Mr. 
BvoHAKAK,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  Penn^lvania,  for  six  years  from  the 
4th  f3i  March  next 

Mr.  Clay'a  land  Sill 
Mr,  Olat,  in  pnrsttance  of  the  noUce  which 
he  had  ^ven,  rose  to  ask  leave  to  introdQce  the 
land  bill. 

The  operation  of  the  bill  which  bad  here- 
tofore se  veral  times  passed  the  Senate,  and  once 
the  Honse,  commenced  on  the  last.of  December, 
1822,  and  was  to  oontinae  five  years.  It  provid- 
ed for  a  distribation  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
pablio  lands  during  that  period,  upon  well- 
known  priuuples.  But  the  deposit  act  of  the 
last  searion  bad  diiqiosed  of  so  laiKe  a  part  of 
the  divisible  ftmd  nnder  tlw  land  bill,  that  he 
did  not  thiuk  it  right,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  Tkcasnry,  to  give  the  bill— -which  be  was 
about  to  apply  for  leave  to  introduce — ^that  re- 
trospective character.  He  had  wjcordingly,  in 
the  draught  which  he  was  going  to  submit, 
made  the  last  day  of  the  present  month  its 
commencement,  and  the  last  day  of  the  year 
1841  ita  termination.  If  it  should  pass,  there- 
fore, in  this  shape;  the  period  of  its  duration 
will  be  the  same  as  tnat  prescribed  in  the 
former  bills.  The  Senate  will  readily  compre- 
hend the  motive  for  fixing  the  end  of  the  year 
1841,  as  it  is  at  that  time  that  the  bieoQial 
redaetioDB  ctf  ten  per  oent.  upon  the  existiDg 
duties  oease,  aooc»miw  to  the  act  of  the  2d 
March,  1888,  commonly  oaBed  the  oompromlse 
■e^  and  a  radnction  «  one-half  ttf  the  excess 
b^ondtwenl/  per  oent  of  any  duty  then  re- 
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maining  is  to  take  effect.  By  that  time,  a  fur 
experiment  of  the  land  bill  wul  have  been  made, 
and  OoQgresB  can  then  determine  whetiier  the 
proceeds  of  the  national  domidn  shall  oontinae 
to  be  equitably  divided,  or  shall  be  ai^lied  to 
the  current  expenaea  of  the  Qovwnment. 


Wednesday,  December  21. 

Mr.  RuaaLEB  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  JtTDAH  Daita,  elected  a  Senator  from  tho 
State  of  Maine,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  re^^tion  of  the  Hon.  Ethxb 
SuEFLET ;  after  which,  the  oath  to  support  the 
Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States  was  admin- 
istered to  Mr.  Dasa  by  the  Vice  President,  and 
he  took  his  seat. 

Further  Public  J)qw»ite  with  the  Statei. 
Mr.  Oalhouit,  agreeably  to  notice,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introdnoe  the  following  bill : 

A  bill  to  extend  the  proridona  of  certain  sections 
therdn  named  of  the  act  of  the  28d  June,  1886, 
itgulatitig  the  dqxMits  of  the  money  that  may  be 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  January,  18S8. 
Be  it  enaettd,  dte..  That  the  money  vhich  shall  be 
IB  the  Treasuiy  of  the  United  States  on  the  Ist  day 
of  January,  1888,  reserring  the  som.of .  five  milUoos 
of  doUan,  shall  be  deponted  with  the  several  States, 
on  the  tenns  and  aooording  to  the  jworimons  of  the 
18th,  14th,  and  16th  sections  of  the  act  to  rqpilate 
the  deposits  of  the  public  mon^,  ^^iroTed  the  28d 
day  </  Jane,  1886. 

Mr.  0.,  in  introdnoing  the  bill,  obsemd  that 
he  bad  not  oAoA  leave  to  introduce  tiiis  biU 
without  satisfying  himself  that  there  would  be 
a  large  surplus  of  the  public  revenue  remaining 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  termination  of  the  next 
year,  after  allowing  for  very  liberal  ^propria- 
tions  on.  ail  proper  subjects  of  expenditure. 
From  the  calculations  he  had  made,  he  was 
convinced  that  the  amount  of  this  surplus  would 
not  fall  short  of  eight  millions  of  dollars. 

Assuming,  then,  that  there  would  be  a  sur- 
plus, the  question  presented  itself  as  to  what 
should  be  done  witn  it.  That  question  Mr.  O. 
would  not  now  attempt  to  aivoe.  The  discns- 
sion  of  it  at  this  time  would  be  premature  and 
out  of  place.  He  pn^KMed  to  himself  a  more 
Umited  object,  which  was  to  state  the  points 
oonnected  wit^  this  sul^ect,  which  he  (xnudd- 
ered  as  established ;  and  to  point  out  what  was 
the  real  issue  at  present.  One  point  was  per- 
fectiy  established  by  the  proceedmgs  of  the  lost 
session — that,  when  there  was  an  unavoidable 
sorplus,  it  ought  not  to  be  left  in  the  Treasury, 
or  in  the  deposit  banks,  but  should  be  deposited 
with  the  States.  It  was  not  only  the  most  safe, 
but  the  most  just,  that  the  States  should  have 
the  use  of  the  money  in  preference  to  the  banks. 
This,  in  fact,  was  the  great  and  leading  prlnoi- 
ple  which  lay  at  the  foundation  of  the  act  of 
last  sesfflon— an  act  that  would  forever  distin- 
guish the  S4th  OongresB — an  act  which  will  go 
down  with  honor  to  posterity,  as  it  bad  obtidnied 
tlie  idnuMt  uoanimoiu  fli^vobaticKL  of  the  pne- 
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ent  day.  The  paflsage  Iiad  inspired  the  oonn- 
try  with  new  hopes.  It  had  beaihdield  abroad 
OS  a  matter  of  wonder,  a  phenomenon  in  the 
fifioal  world,  SQoh  as  ootdd  Dave  spmng  ont  of 
no  institutions  bat  onrs,  and  whioh  went  in  a 
powerful  and  impressive  manner  to  iUnstrate 
the  genias  of  our  Government. 

Mr.  Walkkk  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance ;  and,  in  support- 
ing his  motion,  observed  that  he  had  been  one 
of  those  who  voted  against  what  was  now 
openly  avowed  to  bo  a  distiibution  bill.  Since 
the  money  had  been  distributed,  some  of  the 
largest  Stotes  had  already  come  forward  and 
ap^ed  to  Congress  for  the  repeal  ot  that  sec- 
tuni  of  tiie  biU  which  providea  for  the  refund- 
ing of  the  money  by  the  States,  when  it  ahoald 
be  needed  1^  the  General  Government.  He 
would  remind  the  Senate  that  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Hassachusetto,  (Mr.  Wsbbtbb,) 
who  had  been  one  of  the  authors  aDd  advocates 
of  this  measure,  did  expressly  tell  the  Senate 
that  it  would  be  but  a  single  operation ;  and 
when  the  Senate  were  warned  that  that  bill 
would  be  only  a  precedent  for  t^e  distribution 
policy  in  future,  the  distinguished  Senator  had 
assured  them  of  the  contruy,  and  had  insisted 
that  it  was  a  single  and  solitary  measure,  in- 
tended only  to  meet  a  oontingency.  Yet,  what 
was  the  Senate  now  asked  to  do  I  To  create  a 
surplus  for  the  purpose. of  ftatore  distribntioQ. 
Ur.  W.  really  Uunigiit  that  sooh  a  proposition 
dsmabdedexandnation  by  some  committee,  and 
he  hoped  that  the  Senate  would  not  consent  to 
take  a  let^  in  the  dark.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Boatii  Carolina  had  presented,  as  one 
ground  of  his  opposition  to  letting  the  public 
money  renuun  in  the  deposit  banks,  a  desire  to 

Crent  the  public  land  from  passing  into  the 
ds  of  speculators.  But  tne  gentleman's 
remedy  had  not  met  the  evlL  The  distribution 
hill  had  not  prevented  the  monopoly  of  the 
public  lands  by  speculators,  nor  would  it  ever 
prevent  it.  If  the  gentleman  did  really  desire 
to  obviate  that  evil,  let  him  in  recommend- 
ing that  pwrt  of  the  Freadoit's  Ue^ge  winch 
propoeed  to  limit  tiie  sale  of  the  pnbUo  lands  to 
aotBd  settlers.  Should  Hiia  recommendation 
be  adopted,  there  wonid  remain  no  surplus  to 
be  distributed.  For  how  was  l^e  surplus  cre- 
ated ?  By  referring  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  it  would  be  found  that,  in 
the  first  three-quarters  of  the  last  year,  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  had  been  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  public  lands,  which  was  at  tJbe  rate 
of  about  twenty-five  millions  a  year.  Yet, 
what  portion  of  this  amount  was  needed  for 
actual  settlers  f  Not  more  than  $5,000,000; 
OT,  according  to  an  estimate  made  by  the  <diair- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Fablio  Lands,  not 
over  $8,000,000.  Thus  there  would  be  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  receipt  of  $16,000,000,  being  double 
the  amount  the  surplus  predicted  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  Let 
him,  then,  adopt  the  Preudent's  reoommenda> 
tion,  and      evil  i^prehendsd  oonld  not  tal» 


place.  Bnt  should  the  Senate  pass  the  bill 
whidh  had  now  been  introduced,  they  wonld 
have  passed  the  Bubiom,  and  the  dismbution 
policy  woold,  in  spite  of  all  opposition,  become 
the  settled  policy  of  l^e  Government. 

Mr.  W.  called  upon  the  Senate  and  up<m  the 
country  to  remark  that  they  wer^  now  invoked 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  cre- 
ate a  surplus  for  the  purpose  of  distribution. 

Hr.  Buchanan,  without  expressing  any  opin- 
ion on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  was  in  lavor  of  its 
commitment.  The  subject  extended  itself  into 
so  many  ramifications,  was  so  complex  and  so 
extensive,  that  no  leading  measure  ought  to  be 
adopted  in  relation  to  it  without  its  pravionBlj' 
undergoiug  the  careftd  investigation  of  a  com- 
mittee. Tbss^  were  two  oonnter  prqjeeta  now 
befbre  the  Senate,  which  were  essentially  in- 
ctanpatible  with  each  other.  One  had  been 
reported  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Ur. 
Olat,)  which  proposed  to  distribnte  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  among  the  States  on 
certain  conditions ;  the  other  to  deposit  tlie 
surplus  that  might  accrue,  under  the  provision 
of  the  bill  of  the  last  session.  Both  these  plans, 
it  was  obvious,  could  not  prevail ;  while  the 
President  had  recommended  the  sale  of  tbe 
public  domain  to  actual  settlers  only.  On  fids 
matter  Mr.  B.  expressed  no  opinion,  but  dioiili 
be  guided  in  a  great  measure  by  the  wishes  and 
opinions  of  gentlonen  coming  fttum,  the  nsr 
States. 

Should  the  Freaident's  reoommendaticHi  be 

adopted,  there  would  probably  be  no  sorplM, 
He  should  like  to  see  a  responsible  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance.  On  the  question 
whether  there  would  or  would  not  be  a  sorplns 
on  the  Ist  of  January  next  ho  expressed  » 
opinion. 

The  question  of  referring  the  bill  to  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Finance  was  ta^a  by  yeas  and  n»7*i 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Tetb. — Hessrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Ewing  ofl^ 
noie,  Fuhon,  (kimdy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  KiM  ot 
Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lim,  McKean,  l^JJ 
Page,  Parker,  Eives,  Botunson,  Ku^es,  SeWt 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall— 22. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Blade,  CalbMn, 
Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Ktait,  Kiuffi^ 
Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  RobbinB,  SouOi- 
ard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  wlilei 
Wright— 22. 

The  Chdr  voted  in  the  afflnnative,  and  » 
the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  i^- 
nance. 

Tnawry  (^TCtdaT. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  fhrther  consid- 
eration of  Mr.  Ewikq's  joint  resolution,  i'^*'"™!' 
ing  the  Treasury  order  of  July  11th.  1886,  aaa 
prohibiting  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea™?  w 
delegate  the  power  to  apeoify  the  Mnd  of  tiio<» 
to  be  received  in  payment  for  the  poblio  lanoA 
The  question  was  on  ordermg  the  resmntK"  w 
a  second  reading.  ,  a  a 

Ur.  WKB8IEB  Bald:  lamyetf 
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resolation  to  resciad  this  order  has  beea  thus 
early  introduced ;  and  I  am  ^dad,  too,  since  the 
resolation  is  to  be  opposed,  that  oppomtion 
comes  ear^,  in  a  bold,  nneqnivocal,  and  de- 
cided form.  Tbe  wder,  it  seems,  is  to  be  de- 
fended as  being  both  legal  and  usefaL  Iiet  its 
defence,  tbenTbe  made. 

The  honorable  member  from  Uissoori  (Mr. 
Benton)  objects  even  to  ^ving  the  resolntion 
to  rescind  a  second  reading.  He  avmis  himself 
of  bis  right,  thoQgh  it  be  not  aocordiog  to  gen- 
eral practice,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
measiire  at  its  first  stage,  "niis,  at  least,  is 
open,  bold,  and  manly  warfare. 

The  honorable  member,  in  his  elaborate 
speech,  foonds  his  cmposition  to  this  resolution, 
and  his  snpport  of  the  Treasury  order,  on  those 

general  principles  respecting  currency  which 
e  is  known  to  entertain,  and  ^ic^  he  has 
m^tained  for  many  years.  His  opinions  some 
of  US  regurd  as  altogether  nltra  and  impractica- 
ble ;  looking  to  a  state  of  things  not  desirable 
in  itself,  even  if  it  were  practicable ;  and,  if  it 
were  desirable,  as  being  far  beyond  the  power 
of  this  Government  to  bring  about. 
The  honorable  member  has  manifested  much 

SeiBQverauce  and  abnndant  labor,  most  nn- 
oubtedly,  in  snpport  of  his  opinions ;  he  is  un- 
derstood, also,  to  have  bad  countenance  from 
high  places ;  and  what  new  hopes  of  success 
the  present  moment  holds  out  to  nim,  I  am  not 
able  to  jadge,  bat  we  shall  probably  soon  see. 
It  is  precis^y  on  these  general  and  long-known 
opiMons  that  he  rests  nis  support  of  the  Treas- 
ury order.  A  cniMMon,  therefore,  is  at  once 
rdsed  between  the  gentleman's  principles  and 
opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  currency,  and  the 
principles  and  opinions  which  have  generally 
prevaUed  in  the  countryj  and  which  are,  and 
nave  been,  entirely  opposite  to  Us.  That  CQes- 
tion  is  now  about  to  be  put  to  the  vote  of  the 
Senate.  In  the  progress  and  by  the  tOTmina- 
tion  of  this  discossion,  we  shall  learn  whether 
the  gentleman's  sentiments  are  or  are  not  to 
prevail,  so  far,  at  least,  as  the  Senate  is  con- 
cerned. The  country  will  rejoice,  I  am  sure, 
to  see  some  declaration  of  the  opinions  of  Con- 
gress on  a  sabject  about  whiui  so  much  has 
been  b^A^  and  which  is  so  well  calculated,  by 
its  perpetual  agitatioo,  to  disquiet  and  disturb 
tiie  confldoioe  of  society. 

The  m^ber  from  Mtssonri  charges  those 
who  wish  to  rescind  the  Treasury  order  with 
two  objects :  firet,  to  degrade  and  disgrace  tUo 
President,  and  next,  to  overthrow  the  eonstitu- 
tiooal  Currency  of  the  country. 

For  my  own  part,  sir,  I  denounce  nobody ;  I 
seek  to  decade  or  disgrace  nobody.  Holding 
the  order  illegal  and  nnwise,  I  shall  certainly 
vote  to  rescind  it ;  and,  in  the  dlsduirge  of  this 
duty,  I  hope  I  am  not  expected  to  shrink  back, 
lest  I  should  do  something  which  might  call  in 
question  the  wisdom  of  the  Secretai^,  or  even 
of  tiie  Prerident.  And  I  hope  that  so  much  d 
ind^wndence  as  m^r  be  mamfosted  by  free  dis- 
ousBum  and  an  honest  vote  is  not  to  cause  de- 
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nunciation  from  any  quarter.  If  it  should,  let 
it  come. 

As  to  aa  attempt  to  overthrow  tbe  constito- 
tiffiiol  currency  of  the  country,  if  I  were  now 
to  enter  into  such  a  de^gn,  I  should  be  berin- 
ning,  at  rather  a  late  day,  to  wage  war  amuiBt 
the  efforts  of  my  whole  politick  lifo.  From 
ray  very  first  concern  with  public  affairs,  I  have 
looked  at  the  public  currency  as  a  matter  of  the 
highest  interest,  and  hope  I  have  given  sufd- 
cient  proofs  of  a  disposition  at  all  times  to 
maintain  it  sound  and  secure,  agunst  all  attacks 
imd  all  dangers.  When  I  first  entered  the  othra- 
House  of  Congress,  the  currency  was  exceed- 
ingly deranged.  Most  of  the  banks  had  stopped 
payment,  and  the  circulating  medium  had  then 
become,  indeed,  paper  money.  So  soon  as  a 
state  of  peace  enabled  us,  I  took  some  part  in 
an  t^art,  with  others,  to  restore  the  currenQy 
to  a  better  state;  and  soooess  followed  that 
effort. 

But  what  is  meant  by  the  "  eonstitntional 
currency,"  about  which  so  much  is  said  I  "What 
species,  or  forms  of  'carrency,  does  tbe  consti- 
tution allow,  and  what  does  it  forbid  t  It  is 
plain  enough  that  this  depends  on  what  we 
understand  by  currency.  Currency,  in  a  large, 
and  perhaps,  in  a  just  sense,  includes  not  only 
gold  and  silver  and  bank  notes,  but  bills  of 
exchange  also.  It  may  include  all  that  adjusts 
exchanges,  and  settles  balances,  in  the  opera- 
tions of  trade  and  bosiness.  But  if  we  under- 
stand by  currency  the  legal  numey  of  the  ooua- 
try,  that  which  constitatu  a  lawftd  tender  for 
debts,  and  is  tiie  statute  measure  of  value,  theo, 
undoubtedly,  nothing  is  indaded  but  gold  and 
silver.  Most  unquestionably  there  is  no  lesal 
tender,  and  ^ere  can  be  noWid  tender,  in  wis 
country,  under  the  authority  of  this  Government 
or  any  other,  but  gold  and  silver,  either  the  coin- 
age of  our  own  mints,  or  foreign  coins,  at  rates 
r^^ated  by  Congress.  This  is  a  constitutional 
prmaple,  perfectiy  plain,  mA  of  the  very  highest 
importance.  The  States  are  expressly  prohibited 
from  making  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a 
tender  in  payment  of  debts ;  and,  although  no 
SQch  egress  prohibition  is  applied  to  Congress, 
yet,  as  Oongrew  has  no  power  granted  to  it.  in 
this  reboot  but  to  coin  mon^,  and  to  regnwe 
tiie  value  of  foreign  coins,  it  dearly  has  no  power 
to  flubstitnte  paper,  or  ai^  thing  else,  for  c<nn,  as 
a  tender  in  p^ment  ctf  debts,  and  in  discharge 
contracts.  Otmgress  has  exercised  this  power, 
fiilly,  in  both  its  branches.  It  has  coined 
money,  and  still  coins  it ;  it  has  regulated  the 
value  of  foreign  coins,  and  still  regulates  Uieir 
value.  Tbe  legal  tender,  therefore,  the  oonsti- 
tutional  standard  of  valoe,  is  established,  and 
cannot  be  overthrown.  To  overthrow  it,  woold 
shske  the  whole  system. 

I  desire,  sir,  even  at  the  expense  «f  some 
repethion,  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
this  proposition,  that  Congress,  having  by  the 
constitution  authority  to  Si^on  of  the  pabUe 
territory,  has  passed  laws  for  the  complete  exer- 
cise of  that  }X)wer ;  laws  vliioh  not  only  hwe 
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fixed  the  price  of  the  pablio  lands,  the  manner 
of  sales,  and  the  time  of  pajment,  hut  wliich 
have  fixed,  also,  vitb  eqnu  precision,  the  me- 
dium, or  kinds  of  money,  or  of  other  things, 
which  shall  .be  received  in  payment.  It  h^ 
neglected  no  part  of  this  important  tmst ;  it  has 
delegated  no  part  of  it ;  it  has  left  no  ground, 
not  an  inch,  for  execnttve  interjKiBition. 

The  only  qu«sti(Hi,  therefore,  is,  what  is  the 
law,  or  what  was  ma  law,  when  ^  Secretary 
inaed  his  order  I 

The  Secretary  considers  that  that  which  has 
been  uniformly  done  for  twenty  years,  that  ia 
to  say,  the  receiving  of  p^ment  for  the  pubUo 
lands  in  the  bills  of  specie-^ying  banks,  is 
agunat  law.  He  calls  it  an  *'  indulgence,"  and 
this  "  indulgence  "  the  order  proposes  to  con- 
tinue for  a  Imiited  time,  and  in  favor  of  a  par- 
ticular class  of  purchasers.  K  this  were  an 
indulgence,  and  against  law,  one  'might  well 
ask,  how  has  it  h^pened  that  it  should  have 
Gontlnned  so  long,  especially  through  recent 
years,  marked  by  auoh  a  spirit  of  thorough  and 
Bearcning  reform  I  Zt  might  be  asked  too,  if 
this  be  Ulwalf  and  an  indulgence  only,  why 
continue  it  longer,  and  espedally  why  continue 
it  aa  to  some,  and  refnse  to  ocmtanae  it  aa  to 
others? 

But,  sir,  it  is  time  to  turn  to  the  statute,  and 
to  see  what  the  legal  provision  is.  On  the  80th 
of  April,  1816,  a  resolotion  passed  both  Houses 
of  Congress.  It  was  in  the  common  form  of  a 
^oint  resolution,  and  Was  approved  by  the  Pres- 
ident ;  and  no  one  doubts,  I  suppose,  that,  for 
the  purpose  intended  by  it,  it  was  as  anthentio 
and  valid  as  a  law  in  any  other  form.  It  pro- 
vides that,  *'  from  and  after  the  20th  day  of 
Febmary  next,  (1817,)  no  duties,  taxes,  debts, 
or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  paya- 
ble to  the  TJiUted  States,  ought  to  be  cdlected 
or  reoeived  othowiae  tiian  in  the  1^^  cor- 
renoy  o(  the  United  States,  or  Treasury  notes, 
or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  tiiie  United  States,  or 
in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  in  specie 
on  demand,  in  the  sud  legal  currency  oi  the 
United  States." 

This  joint  resolution  authoritatively  fixed  the 
lights  of  parties  paying,  and  the  duties  of 
officers  receiving.  Bo  fu*  as  reapects  the  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  me  United  States,  it  was  altered 
by  a  law  of  the  last  session ;  but,  in  all  other 
particulars,  it  is,  as  I  suppose,  in  full  force,  at 
the  present  moment;  and  as  it  expressly  aa- 
thonzea  tiie  receipt  of  such  bank  notea  as  are 
payable  and  paid  on  demand,  I  cannot  under^ 
stand  how  the  iwehrt  of  meh  notes  ia  a  mattw 
of  "  indulgence."  We  may  as  well  say  that  to 
be  allowed  to  pay  in  Treasury  notes,  or  in  for- 
eign coins,  or,  indeed,  in  oar  own  gold  and 
Mver,  is  an  indulgence,  since  the  act  places  all 
on  the^ame  ground. 

The  honorable  member  from  Uissouri  has, 
indeed,  himself  famished  a  complete  answer 
to  the  Secretary's  idea ;  that  is  to  say,  he  de- 
fends the  order  on  grounds  not  only  differing 
from,  bat  t(riaUy  inconsistent  with,  those  as- 


sumed by  the  Becntfixj.  He  does  not  consider 
the  receipt  of  bank  notes  hitherto,  or  np  to  the 
time  of  issuing  Hie  order,  as  an  indulgence,  bnt 
as  a  lawfiil  right  while  it  lasted.  How  he 
proves  this  right  to  be  now  terminated,  and 
terminated  by  force  of  the  order,  I  shall  eon- 
sider  presently.  I  only  say  now,  that  his  srga- 
ment  entirely  deprives  the  Seoretaiy  of  the  omj 
ground  assigned  by  him  for  the  Tkeasory  order. 

I  am,  tbttefore,  of  opinion  that  the  Treasorj 
ordw  fH  the  11th  of  July  is  against  the  jdatn 
words  and  meaning  of  the  law  oi  1616;  a^nst 
the  whole  practice  of  the  Government  under 
that  law;  against  the  honorable  gentlemao'a 
own  opinion,  as  expressed  in  his  resolntion  of 
the  28d  of  April ;  and  not  reconoil&ble  vith 
the  neoesn^  wfaioi  was  supposed  to  exist  for 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  laSt  sesdcHL 


TsuBBDAT,  December  32. 
Tnaaury  Circular. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  ctVx. 
Ewnra'a  resolution  to  rescind  the  TresBiiiT 
order  of  July  11th,  1886,  and  to  prohibit  the 
Secretary  oi  the  Treasory  fhnn  ddegatins  lui 
power  to  spebify  what  Innd  of  ftands  sbaU  be 
received  in  pf^ment  fbr  the  publio  lands. 

Ur.  NiLxa  aaid  tiliere  were  reasons,  be 
thought  weighty  reasons,  which  would  jnstifj 
Senators  in  voting  against  this  resolution,  with- 
out committing  themselves  in  any  sense,  or  in 
any  degree,  in  r^;ard  to  the  great  questioDS  of 
currency  and  revenue,  to  which  tbe  Senator 
had  referred.  Without  reference  to  whst  might 
be  his  opinion  as  to  the  true  poUcy  of  the  Gor- 
emmwt  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
whether  from  tbe  public  lauds  or  the  eustom 
he  was  prepared  to  vote  af^st  this  resdutioik 
To  pass  t£is  resdutitm,  would  be  to  censnra 
and  condemn  an  act  of  the  Ezecntive  as  being 
wrong,  db  initio^  or  at  the  time  of  its  adoption. 
Whetber  the  rule  prescribed  in  the  "^^^f^ 
order  be  a  wise  and  just  one,  for  tiie  BCtuett 
action  of  the  Government,  ia  a  qnestiou  entire]; 
distinct  fi*om  that,  whether  it  may  have  b^ 
expedient  and  proper  at  the  time  it  was  adopte^ 
He  was  satisfied  that  the  Treasury  order  conU 
be  justified,  viewed  as  a  temporary  meBsw* 
only,  intended  to  remedy  evils  of  great  joagDi- 
tude,  arising  from  the  extraordinary  C'"'?^ 
stances  connected  with  the  sales  of  the  paw» 
lands ;  and  he  was  not  sure  that  this  was  ow 
the  true  light  in  which  it  ought  to  be  oonad- 
ered.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  £xecnbTa  » 
watoh  over  thejHiblio  leveune,  and  see  that » 
was  secure.  Waa  Utien  no  hazard  from  tne. 
extensive  and  gambling  n)ecnlations  in  the 
lie  lands  pwd  for  only  m  bank  bills,  which  were 
handed  over  by  the  receivers  to  tbe  ^P**'! 
banks  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Unitw 
Stalest  A  large  portion  of  the  purchases  ff ere 

paid  for  in  biSs  of  the  deposit  banks,  whuaj 
after  going  into  the  hands  of  the  reo^^^^*^ 
returned  and  loaned  out  again,  to  g<*  """'^ 
the  aame  operation.  This  was  virhully  ren<' 
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log  the  old  credit  sjrstem,  as  the  TTiUted  States 
received  nothing  bnt  credit  for  the  lands.  If 
there  was  no  hazard  to  the  revenue  from  these 
practices.'and  from  the  nuM;nitnde  and  extent 
of  the  sales  made  upon  this  fcind  of  credit,  then 
f^tlemen  over  the  way  had  altered  their  opin- 
Kms  vei7  much  within  the  last  six  months. 
Darii^  the  last  session  of  Congress,  we  were 
repeatedly,  and  almost  daUy,  told  by  those  who 
now  oppose  the  Treasury  order,  that  the  funds 
of  the  Government  in  the  Western  deposit 
bonks  were  insecnre,  and  that  nothing  bnt  credit 
was  received  for  the  pnblio  lands.  Can  gentle- 
men have  for^tten  their  often-repeated  decla- 
rations on  this  subject  f  If  so,  they  mnst  be 
blessed  with  short  monories.  Again  and  again 
did  Senatora  refer  to  the  amaU  amount  of  spede 
in  those  banks,  and  an  imprradon  was  attempt- 
ed to  be  made,  that  th^  q>ecleLfimds  were  the 
only  solid  security  for  the  large  sums  due  tiie 
United  States. 

The  order  was  calculated  to  correct,  and,  to 
a  otmslderable  extent,  no  doubt,  has  corrected, 
this  eviL  It  insured  somethiag  valuable  for  the 
landsj  and  that  something  valuable  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  deposit  banks,  and  formed  a  more 
solid  basis  for  the  Government  credits. 

The  order  was  also  calculated  to  check  ^>eeu- 
lation  in  the  public  lands,  which,  in  itself  was 
on  evil  of  no  small  magnitude,  transferring  the 
best  port  of  the  national  dom^  into  the  hands 
of  heiarMesB  ^teonlator^  to  the  great  injury  of 
actual  settlers,  and  the  detriment  of  the  whole 
country.  Pnblio  opinion  was  ri^g  up  against 
it,  and  required  that  Bomething  should  be  done 
to  arrest  an  evil  of  so  extensive  and  b«4ous  a 
nature.  "What  other  or  better  measure  could 
have  been  adopted,  until  Congress  should  oon- 
vene,  which  might  adopt  sacn  further  l^sla- 
tioD  in  regard  to  the  sales  of  the  lands  as  the 
public  Interests  mar  require? 

Sir,  said  Hr.  N.,  there  is  another  reason 
why  I  cannot  vote  for  the  resolution  before  the 
Senate.  A  new  rule  has  been  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  that  has 
been  in  operation  for  a  ume  and  which  has  a 
ten^oy  to  dieck  speculation.  I  would  not 
rnieal  that  role,  and  open  again  the  floodgates 
of  speculation;  cotdnly  not  until  I  know 
whether  Oongress  will  pass  any  act  reffulating 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  It  ia,  I  thmk,  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  do  this :  the  interest  of 
tiie  country  requires  it ;  pubUo  sentiment  de- 
mands it ;  and  it  is  strongly  recommended  by 
the  President.  If  Oongress  suffer  the  session 
to  pass  ofiT,  without  attempting  to  regnlate  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  so  as  to  checMc  specula- 
tioD,  they  will  neglect  their  duty  to  the  coun- 
try. Believing  that  there  will  be  additional 
iegi^ation  on  the  subject,  which  may  supersede 
the  Treasury  order,  he  was  not  at  this  time 
preparedto  disturb  it.  Changes  in  any  extensive 
Dufoneaa  are  alw^s  attended  with  some  incon- 
venience, and  should  be  avc^ded  as  much  as 
possible.  THien  it  shall  be  settled  that  Oon- 
gress will  not  alter  the  system,  it  may  beoone 
Vol.  XHL— 6 


neoessary  to  decide  whether  the  •rale  prescribed 
in  the  order  shall  be  mdntained,  or  the  old 
praotioe  restored ;  and  if  we  do  any  thing  on 
this  subject,  our  action  should  be  more  compre- 
hensive ;  it  ^uld  embrace  the  whole  subjeot, 
and  be  settled  by  law  what  currency  sJian  be 
received  for  the  payment  of  the  revenues,  not 
only  from  the  lands,  but  from  customs,  and  all 
other  dues.  The  doubt  and  uncertainty  which 
hangs  over  this  subject  ought  to  be  removed. 

For  these  reasons,  therefore,  he  shonid  vote 
agunst  rescinding  the  Treasury  order,  even  if 
he  was  satisfied  uiat  the  rule  it  prescribes  was 
not  one  which  it  would  be  expedient  and  just 
to  establish  as  a  settled  policy. 


MoNDAT,  December  26. 

The  Hcpujiging  Besolution. 

Hr.  Benton  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  to 
expunge  from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  reso- 
lution of  March,  1884,  censuring  the  conduct 
of  the  President  for  removing  the  deposits  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statw,  &c. ;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed.  [The  resolution  is  in 
the  same  words  with  the  one  on  the  same  sub- 
ject introduced  by  Mr.  Bbhtosi  at  the  last  ses- 
sion.] 

TuxBDAT,  December  27. 

Admiaiion  <if  Miehigem. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Preddent 
of  the  United  Stotes,  on  the  subject  of  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  with  doc- 
uments, Bteting  that  Michigan  had  complied 
with  the  regulations  of  the  conditional  act  of 
admission. 

Mr.  Gbctndt  moved  that  the  Message  and 
documents  be  printed,  and  referred  to  tiie  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Benton  remarked  that,  as  the  President 
had  given  his  opinion  that  Michigan  had  com- 
plied with  the  requisite  terms  of  admiBdon,  and 
as  he  had  said  that  he  dionld  have  issued  his 
proclamation  accordingly,  had  the  information 
arrived  during  the  retfess  of  Congress,  he  (Mr. 
B.)  regarded  the  proposed  reference  as  a  mere 
matter  of  form,  and  would  prefer  that  a  joint 
resolution  of  admission  should  forthwith  be 
passed  by  both  Houses. 

Mr.  Gednuy  would  still  prefer  the  course 
which  he  hod  sn^ested,  and  on  this  account : 
that  the  first  convention  had  not  assented  to  the 
terms  of  admission,  but  another  convention  had 
decided  to  accede  to  the  proposition  made  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The  great 
inquiry  now  was,  are  the  proceeding  in  accord- 
ance with  the  act  of  admission  t  The  decndon 
of  which  question  depends  on  information  which 
ought  to  be  asoertained  before  the  actual  admis- 
sion, though  the  Preddent  had  add  that,  in  bis 
opimon,  aU  was  rij^t,  and,  if  the  infonnatioD 
had  caoM  daring  the  receaa,  he  would  have  iwt* 
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ed  accordin^ljc.  Ur.  6.  had  no  design  to  pro- 
duce any  delay,  by  a  reference  to  a  committee. 
He  should  not  withdraw  his  motion,  and  he 
hoped  the  Senator  would  withdraw  his  opposi- 
tion. 

The  Uessoge  was  referred. 

JVecaury  Circular. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  special  order, 
the  furtlier  consideratiou  of  the  joint  resolution 
introduced  by  Mr.  Ewihg,  of  Oliio,  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  question  being  on  the  amendment  or 
snbsUtute  offered  by  Kr.  Bites  to  that  resolu- 
tion ;  which  substitute  proposes  to  refuse  to 
receiTe  for  the  public  dnea^tho  bills  of  such 
bonks  as  issued,  after  certain  specified  periods, 
bills  under  ccrt^  spedSed  denominations ;  the 
substitute  also  leaving  in  the  power  of  the  de- 
posit banks  to  refuse  £uch  funds  as  they  may 
think  proper. 

Mr.  HuBBAED  addressed  the  Chair :  Mr.  Pres- 
ident— The  first  resolution  seeks  to  repeal  the 
Treasury  order — "  the  specie  circular,"  as  it  is 
called— of  the  11th  of  July,  1836.  The  second 
is  intended  to  prohibit  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  by  his  authorized  agents,  from  direct- 
ing what  funds  shall  be  received  for  customs, 
or  for  the  pnbHo  lands;  and  prohibiting  him 
from  miUdng  any  discrimination  in  the  funds  so 
recdvable  between  different  In^vidnalB,  or  be- 
tween the  diffierent  branches  of  the  pnblio  rev- 
enue. The  main  pnrpose  of  the  resolution  is  to 
resdnd  the  order  of  the  Executive,  bearing  date 
on  the  11th  of  July,  1836,  directed  to  "  receivers 
of  pnblio  money  and  to  the  deposit  banks." 

Can  this  be  aocomplished  ?  Is  this  matter 
withio  oar  power  t  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
these  resolutions  should  pass  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  the  object  which  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  has  in  view  would  not  thereby  be  effected. 
If  the  order  of  the  11th  of  July,  1836,  was  is- 
sued by  antliority  of  law,  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  should  seek  to  repeal  the  law 
-npon  which  tiie  order  is  based,  and  which  gave 
^anthanty  for  issuing  the  order.  If  the  order  of 
tin  Secrotaix  of  the  Treasury  has  not  been  issaed 
in  pursuance  of  law,  the  order  itself  is  of  no 
efibet:;  and  Any  resolution  which  we  conld  pass, 
rescinding  £uch  an  order,  would  be  alike  mef- 
fectuaL 

If  the  Secretary  had  the  l^ai  power  to  send 
fortii  the  order,  it  is  beyond  the  legislative  con- 
trol of  Congress,  If  the  Secretary,  or  the  Pres- 
ident, through  the  Secretary,  had  the  right  to 
promulgate  the  circular,  he  may  be  answerable 
for  the  manner  In  which  he  exercises  that  right ; 
but  the  act  cannot  itself  be  repealed  by  any  leg- 
islation of  Congress. 

If  t^e  Secretary  had  not  the  antnority,  the 
power,  the  right  to  issue  the  order,  then  the 
wder  itself  is  perfectiy  nnaatory. 

The  Ezeontive  is  an  independent  branch  of 
the  Government  The  Senate  can  have  no 
more  power  over  the  ri^itful  acts  of  that  branch 
•of  the  Government,  than  it  has  over  on  order 
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of  the  House  of  Bepresent&tives,  or  an  order  itf 
the  Judiciary. 

One  branch  of  the  Government,  exercisiDg 
its  powers  and  its  duties  within  the  constitation 
and  the  law,  cannot  have  its  acts  rescinded  and 
set  at  nought  by  the  action  of  any  other  branch 
of  the  Government. 

If  the  order,  then,  has  been  issued  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  pursuance  of  law, 
the  mode  proposed  to  get  rid  of  it  is  objection- 
able, and,  m  my  view,  unwarrantable.  If  not 
issued  in  pursuance  of  law,  the  adoption  of  the 
resolutioD  would  seem  to  me  equally  objection- 
able and  nnwarrantable.  In  such  a  case,  the 
officer  shonld  be,  and  ought  to  be,  held  amena- 
ble for  sceh  an  assumption  of  power.  It  there- 
fore occurs  to  me,  that  the  object  t^e  Senator 
from  Ohio  has  in  view  cannot  be  attahied  in 
the  way  proposed ;  and  if  the  last  resolution  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  shonld  be  adopted,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  direct  effect  would  be  to 
prohibit  receivers  from  accepting  the  paper  of 
local  banks,  under  any  circumH^ces,  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  dues.  It  proposes,  in  terms, 
to  take  the  power  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  designate  the  kind  of  money  re- 
ceivable ;  and,  should  it  be  adopted,  if  any  effect 
shall  be  produced  whatever,  it  will  be  to  ex- 
clude from  the  offices  of  our  receivers  all  local 
bank  paper.  They  would  be  bound  to  ttike 
nothhig  but  gold  and  sllvar,  mdess  the  Jmnt 
resolution  of  April,  1816,  is  imperatire  and 
obligatory;  and  if  that  be  so,  the  ExecntiTe 
had  no  authority  to  restrain  the  legal  operation 
of  that  resolution ;  for,  if  binding,  it  gives  to 
the  debtor  rights  which  cannot  be  infringed 
or  taken  away  by  execntive  power.  If  tihe 
order  of  July  11,  1886,  was  unauthorised,  the 
resolution  to  rescind  it  would  be  onnecessarr. 
Its  adoption  could  not  prevent  the  immediate 
promulgation  of  a  similar  order,  in  case  the  Kx- 
ecutive,  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  lawA, 
should  consider  it  to  be  his  duty  to  do  so.  To 
accomplish  the  object  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
has  in  view,  we  most  go  beyond  the  order  it- 
self; we  must  go  to  the  law  on  whldi  that  order 
was  based,  and  in  the  execution  of  which  it  is 

? resumed  that  the  order  in  question  was  Issned. 
b  render  the  order  of  no  effect,  we  most 
amend  the  law. 

I  propose,  Mr.  President,  first  to  examine  the 
question,  whether  the  Executive  had  a  leca] 
authority  to  issue  tho  order  of  the  11th  of  Jmy, 
1886 ;  and,  if  he  had  the  power,  whether  it  was 
a  matter  of  policy  for  him  to  exercise  it  at  the 
time  and  under  the  circumstances  he  did. 

Hod  the  President,  through  the  Secretary 
the  Treasury,  the  power  to  Issue  the  order  of 
the  11th  of  July,  last  1 

On  this  point  I  can  entertain  nodonbt.  It 
seems  to  my  mind  to  be  dear  and  free  from. 
difficulty ;  and  so  far  from  its  being  a  wantrai 
assumption  of  power,  so  for  from  its  being  illo. 
gal,  it  is  a  power  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
reqaMtioiu  of  existing  laws,  and  irlUdi  the 
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President,  cLarged  with  their  execution,  was 
bonnd  to  issne  if  he  considered  the  public  inter- 
est demanded  it, 

I  cannot,  tlien,  consider  tlie  order  of  tlie  11th 
July  last  as  illegal— as  against  the  material  land- 
ing provisions  of  the  resolntjon  of  the  80tb 
Apiil,  1816.  I  cannot  regard  the  iasaing  of  that 
oraer  as  any  assomption  of  power  on  the  part 
of  tbe  I^ident  And,  for  aaght  I  see,  the 
order  must  stand,  unless  the  President  shall  see 
fit  himself  1o  withdraw  it ;  or  unless  Oongress, 
tj  its  own  legislation,  shall  take  awaj  the  foun- 
dation upon  which  tiiat  order  rests— shall  pass 
some  law  that  t^all-rendw  the  order  itself  inop- 
erative. 

In  reference  to  the  policy  and  expediency  of 
that  measure,  I  am  free  to  admit  that  a  great 
diversity  of  opinion  is  entertained  by  different 
portions  of  the  business  community.  The  Pres- 
ident says  that  he  directed  the  issuing  of  the 
order  with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  the  public 
funds,  and  to  the  interests  of  the  people  gener- 
ally. Ko  man,  unless  fjamiliarly  acquainted 
with  the  state  and  condition  of  the  bonlu  which 
had  in  depodt  the  public  funds,  tbe  practices 
of  those  institutions  with  reference  to  the  fadl- 
ities  furnished  to  tbe  purchasers  of  the  public 
domain,  tbe  amount  of  the  actual  sales  of  the 
public  landSj  and  the  means  used  in  making 
these  acquisitions  &om  time  to  time,  could  de- 
termine the  policy,  expediency,  or  necessity,  of 
ench  an  order  as  that  which  was  issued  on  the 
11th  of  July  last 

The  reasons  which  induced  the  President  to 
direct  the  issuing  of  the  specie  circular,  are 
^ven  in  the  circular,  and  in  tbe  Message,  and 
in  the  r^rt  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
It  seems  to  me  they  were  reasons  In  no  way 
oonflioting  with  the  coastitation  or  tbe  law. 
Certainly  some  of  the  very  reasons  had  been 
urged  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  during 
tbe  last  session  of  Congress.  To  save  the  pub- 
lic domain  from  passing  into  tbe  hands  of  spec- 
ulators, to  prevent  an  improper  use  of  the  pub- 
lic funds  in  deposit,  to  check  ^e  issues  of  over- 
trading banks,  and  to  save  tbe  property  of  the 
notion,  were  among  tbe  reasons  which  indnced 
the  Executive  to  send  forth  the  specie  circular. 
And  these  very  considerations  were  reiterated 
time  and  again  on  this  floor  in  the  course  of  tbe 
lost  sesfflon,  in  relation  to  tbe  security  and  safety 
of  the  money  of  the  natiim  then  deposited  in 
the  State  banks. 

The  Preddent,  th^  was  bonndf  if  the  rea- 
sons stated  were  fonnaed  in  fact,  to  issne  this 
order,  which  was  to  effect  the  very  objects  so 
tnnch  desired  at  the  last  session — safety  of 
the  public  funds,  and  the  preservation  the 
pubhc  domain.  The  order  could  never  bare 
been  issued  fh)m  any  political  considerations — 
from  any  desire  for  individual  popularity :  every 
man  must  have  known  that  its  political  effect 
wonld  have  been  precisely  that  which  has  been 
produced.  Higher  consideratioDs  than  a  thirst 
for  personal  popularity,  or  for  political  distinc- 
tioDi  must  have  prqpiptbd  the  President  to  have 
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issued  this  order.  It  was  nothing  less  than  a 
settled  conviction  that  the  public  interest  de- 
manded the  measure.  He  designed  it  as  a  mere 
temporary  expedient ;  and  it  remains  now  for 
Oongrws  to  decide  whether  any  thing,  and,  if 
any  thing,  what  shall  be  done  in  relation  to 
this  matter. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  in  answer  to 
tbe  charge  made  against  the  Secretary,  for  the 
course  pursued  by  nim  in  the  execution  of  the 
deposit  bill.  I  sbould  not  have  troubled  the 
Senate  with  any  remarks,  had  I  not  wished  to 
avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  speak  of  that 
measure.  I  gave  my  vote  in  favor  of  that  bill, 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  that  vote  has 
received  the  decided  sanction  of  the  yeomaniy 
of  New  Hampshire.  The  hill  passed  both 
Houses  of  Congress  by  unexampled  majorities, 
and  yet  the  mioority  in  the  Senate,  as  well  as 
in  the  House  of  Reprraentatives,  comprise  some 
of  our  most  distinguished  statesmen  and  purest 
patriots.  The  blfl,  as  it  passed,  was  most  em- 
phatically and  most  truly  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  a  HTt.  for  the  regulation,  deposit,  and  safii 
keepiog  of  the  common  treasure  of  the  whole 
country.  There  is  no  room  for  donbt,  witii  re- 
spect to  the  character  of  that  measure.  The 
thirteenth  section  of  that  bill,  among  other 
things,  provides  that  tbe  States  receiving  tbdr 
proportion  of  the  surplus  shall  pledge  their 
faith  *'  to  pay  the  sud  moneys,  and  every  part 
thereof  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  same 
shall  be  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  wants  of 
the  public  Treasury."  Whatever  may  be  the 
practical  operation  of  this  measure,  it  was  re- 
gtffded  at  uie  time  in  no  other  light  than  a  bill 
to  relate  tiie  local  banks  having  the  publto 
mtmey  in  deport,  and  to  transfer  from  those 
banks  portions  of  the  common  fund  to  places 
of  greed;er  security,  the  respective  treasuries  of 
tbe  several  States.  I  cannot  believe  that  among 
those  then  belonging  to  the  Senate,  who  gave 
to  this  bill  their  support,  there  was  a  single  in- 
dividual of  the  numoerj  who  would  for  a  mo- 
ment countenance  the  idea  of  taxing,  directiy 
or  indirectiy,  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tributing money  to  the  people.  I  never  could 
have  yielded  my  assent  to  any  such  principle ; 
and,  in  voting  for  the  deposit  bill,  no  Senator 
could  believe  that  he  was  thereby  yielding  bis 
assent  to  any  anoh  doctrine.  I  hold  it  to  be  sub- 
TOTsive  of  toe  very  foumUriion  npon  which  rests 
our  representative  Government.  Such  a  prin- 
ciple is  opposed  to  the  best  and  purest  feelings 
of  patriotism ;  to  the  letter,  tbe  spirit,  the  ge- 
nius of  our  free  institutions.  I  never  conld  have 
given  my  vote  for  this  bill  as  a  distribution  bin. 
This  character  has  been  most  unjustly  given  to 
this  measnre  here  and  elsewhere.  The  Senator 
from  Mississippi  is  mistaken  if  he  supposes  that 
it  is  so  understood  by  the  great  body  of  tbe 

Eeople  of  the  States.  The  legislative  act  of  New 
[ampshire  shows  most  clearly  the  sentiments 
of  that  State  with  reference  to  this  measure. 
She  has  voted  to  rec^re  her  portion  of  the 
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moLBj ;  but  the  leKislation  of  that  State  has 
most  sacredly  gooraed  the  principal  as  rlgfat- 
fhlly  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  that  while 
ehe  coQ^ders  herself  jnstlj  entitled  to  the  bene- 
floial  use  of  her  portion  of  the  sorploa,  so  long 
as  it  shall  remain  uncalled  for,  holds  the 
principal  to  be  right  the  propertj  oS  the  Gen- 
eral Government  It  is  tme  that  Kew  Hamp- 
shire bj  her  act  will  dcfwot  her  share  of  the 
fiind  among  the  Baveral  towns  of  that  State  for 
safekeeping.  But tiieStiiitepoBBeflsestiie  power, 
by  her  distreea  warrants,  to  enforce  collection 
at  any  time,  against  any  town  which  ahonld 
neglect  or  refnse  to  pay  when  demuided ;  and 
the  x>eiidiDg  act  subjects  the  town  to  indict- 
ment in  case  any  part  of  the  principal  of  the 
money  therein  deposited  shonld  be  used  for  any 
pnrpose ;  and  the  court  are  required  to  impose 
on  snch  a  town  a  fine  eqnal  to  the  part  of  the 
principal  thus  appropriated,  and  to  issue  ezscu- 
tion  against  any  sn<ui  a  town,  to  be  levied  and 
collected  in  the  nsnal  mode.  Thua  had  his  own 
State  managed  in  relaticm  to  this  matter ;  and 
gentlemen  may  be  assored  that  whenever  ocoa- 
Bon  shall  demand  tiiat  any  portion  of  this 
money  ahonld  be  returned  to  the  Nati(mal 
TreasuTT,  for  the  nse  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, uiat  State  will  promptly  and  properly 
comply  with  snch  a  demand. 


Wkdhsbdat,  December  28. 

TTnt^^pendsd  ApprojpriaHom. 

Ur.  BsNTON  rose  to  move  the  {Hinting  of  the 
doooment  from  the  Treasury  Department,  which 
had  been  called  for  on  his  motion,  and  had 
come  in  a  few  days  ago.  It  was  a  document 
ahowii^;  the  unexpended  balances  oi  iqipropri- 
ations  which  would  rem^  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  1st  day  of  January  next,  the  amount  of 
eacb  balance,  the  object  to  which  it  was  appli- 
cable, and  the  date  of  the  law  by  which  tiie 
Impropriation  was  made.  It  was  ^e  amplifica- 
tion and  substantiation  of  that  part  of  the 
Presidents  Message  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  in  which  he  sud  that  these  unex- 
pended balances  were  estimated  at  $14,686,062, 
exceeding  by  $9,686,062  the  amount  which  will 
be  left  in  tiie  depout  banks,  and  which  are 
oatrtanding  approjviationB,  to  be  met  by  re- 
imbnracanents  from  tlie  States,  if  the  revenue 
fiUl  shOTt  meetiiu;  them ;  and  that  this  lai^ge 
amount  nneixpettdea  was  tibe  effect  of  the  late- 
ness of  the  period  at  which  the  appropriations 
had  been  made.  This  fourteen  and  a  half  mil- 
lions has  been  called  a  sorplna,  for  which  the 
Government  has  no  nse;  and  it  wonld  seem 
that  some  States,  acting  on  this  idea,  were  for 
treating  the  deposit  act  as  a  distribution  law, 
and  using  the  money  deposited  with  them,  as 
if  the  Government  in  reality  had  no  nse  for  it 
Kothing,  he  sdd,  could  be  more  erroneous  than 
this  idea.  This  fourteen  and  a  half  millions 
were  not  a  BUrplus,  but  appropriated  money — 
ifipropziated  too  late  to  be  used  this  year,  bat 
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remuning  applicable  to  its  objects,  under  the 
act  of  1796,  for  two  full  years  after  Uie  year  in 
which  the  appropriation  was  made.  The  doc- 
ument contains  a  detailed  statement  of  each 
object  ^  l^t-  would  be  found  objects 
belonging  to  every  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  and  every  State  would  find  some  objects 
near  and  dear  to  Itself,  and  for  which  the  State 
had  been  long  soliciting.  Among  these  objects 
were  the  branch  mints  in  the  South  and  in  K ew 
Orleans,  the  onstom-houses  in  Boston  and  New 
York,  the  Treasury  and  Patent  Offices  in  this 
city,  many  fortifications,  roads,  and  block- 
houses, west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  half  a 
dozen  Indian  tribes,  and  among  them  the  Cher- 
okee treaty,  on  which  alone  the  balance  was 
$4,246,000.  This  latter  was  a  good  specimen  of 
the  whole  of  these  delayed  appropriations,  and 
illustrated  the  manner  practised  at  the  last  ses- 
sion to  create  an  unavoidable  surplus.  ¥lrst 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  kept  off  to 
the  last  possible  moment,  and  then  all  posnble 
ezotimis  made  to  d^eat  it ;  then  the  appro* 
priatlon  law  under  the  treaty  was  kept  off  to 
the  last  possible  moment,  and  tiien  all  possible 
efforts  made  to  defeat  it  finally,  on  the  2d 
day  of  July,  the  appropriation  passed ;  and  then 
Mr.  John  Koss,  a  true  coadjutor  of  the  surplus 
party,  went  home  to  prevent  tiie  Indians  trom 
receiving  the  money ;  and  succeeded ;  and  eo 
saved  this  four  millions  and  a  quarter  for  dis- 
tribution, as  a  part  of  that  unavoidable  surplus 
for  which  the  States  are  told,  and  even  Georgia 
herself  is  told,  the  Federfd  Government  has  no 
use  I  Kow,  there  was  some  use  for  this  four 
and  a  quarter  millions.  The  United  States 
would  have  to  raise  it  otherwise  if  she  did  not 
get  it  back  from  the  States ;  for  the  compact 
with  Georgia,  made  thirty-four  years  ago^  and 
by  which  uie  United  States  obtained  Alabama 
and  Mississippi,  will  have  to  be  carried  into 
effect.  And  so  of  every  object  mentioned  in 
tiie  document  There  were  above  two  hundred 
of  tiiese  objects,  and  money  would  have  to  be 
provided  for  carrying  each  of  them  into  effect ; 
for  they  were  not  of  a  nature  to  be  abandoned ; 
and  this  head  of  mine,  (said  Mr.  B.,  putting  his 
finger  to  his  forehead,)  this  head  of  nune,  as 
belonging  to  a  member  of  the  finance  Com- 
mittee, was  now  occupied  with  this  subject,  and 
was  considering  how  far  duties  could  be  redac- 
ed,  and  how  far  they  would  have  to  be  kept 
up,  and  what  tax  otherwise  unnecessary  must 
be  retted  to  supply  the  place  of  these  four- 
teen and  a  half  millions,  if  the  deposit  act  is 
perverted  by  any  of  the  States  into  a  distribu- 
tion law.  Now,  he  wanted  this  fact  carried 
home  to  the  people  of  the  States  in  such  form 
that  it  could  not  be  disputed.  He  would  there- 
fore move  to  have  this  document  printed,  and 
five  copies  sent  to  the  Governor  of  each  State, 
ten  copies  Bent  to  each  branch  of  the  State  Leg- 
islatures, and  1,000  extra  copies  be  supplied 
to  the  Senate  for  its  distribution. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  to  make  a  very  few  re- 
marks on  t^e  veiy  eztraordinaiy  motion  of  the 
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Senator  from  Miflsotiri,  and  to  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  tlie  qaestion.  The  Beoding  out 
this  p^^r  in  the  manner  proposed  woold  make 
an  erroneous  inmresaon  on  uIm  minds  of  those 
to  whom  it  would  Iw'sent,  and  would  he  an 
nmisiul  departure  from  the  ordhuuT'  practice 
of  the  Soiate.  Did  not  ererr  SemUor  know 
that  there  was  a  large  amount  left  in  ^e  Treas- 
ury, say  five  millions  of  dollars,  hy  the  deposit 
law  of  the  last  session,  for  the  porpose  of  meet- 
ing these  balances?  Did  not  every  Senator 
know  that,  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  there  were  three  millions  of 
dollars  of  these  appropriations  that  would  not 
be  wanted,  and  were  therefore  transferred  to 
the  surplus  fund  in  pursuance  of  a  standing 
law  f  -  And  was  there  not,  beudes,  a  large  sam 
in  the  hands  of  the  disbur^og  officers  of  the 
GovenmientI  He  knew,  Mr.  0.  said,  that 
every  exertion  would  be  made  ia  order  to  de- 
feat the  deposit  bill  at  this  sesdim.  He  knew 
well  that  the  batOe  was  yet  to  be  fought— a 
battle  in  which  the  pec^Ie  would  be  on  one 
dde,  and  the  oflSo&-horaen  and  office-seekers  on 
the  other. 

Eleetum  of  Chaplain. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
chaplain.  The  Ber.  Mr.  Goodman,  having  re- 
ceived 23  Totea,  was  duly  ^ted. 


Thubsdat,  December  20. 

Ms.  OmmDT,  from  the  Oommittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Ifiobigan  into  the  Union ;  which  was, 
by  consent,  read  twice.  • 

Gbdndt  moved  that  the  bill  now  receive 
its  third  reading ;  it  was  but  short ;  the  facts 
of  the  case  were  well  known. 

Hr.  KwiNG  objected  to4he  bill's  recdving  its 
third  reading  at  this  time.  ■  It  was  far  too  im- 
portant in  its  character  to  be-  hurried  through 
the  Senate. 

Hr.  OA.LHOUIT  joined  in  the  objection.  He 
had  not  looked  much  at  the  question  involved 
ia  the  billf  nor  was  be  acquainted  with  the 
Caota  of  the  case;  but,  assuming  them  to  be  as 
had  been  stated  in  the  Preddent*a  Kessage,  this 
was  one  of  tiie  very  gravest  questions  ever  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate.  It  was  certainly  one 
which  required  to  be  maturely  considered,  and 
carefully  weighed.  He  wished  more  time  for 
reflection :  first,  that  he  might  more  accurately 
ascertain  what  the  facts  were ;  and,  secondly, 
that  ^  might  weigh  them  in  his  mind  with  tlie 
care  mey  demanded.  He  presumed  others  were 
of  like  mind;  and,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the 
wishes  of  the  Senate,  he  woold  move  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed, 
and  that  it  be  made  the  order  of  uie  day  for 
tiiatd»^  week. 

Ur.  OBcirDT  did  not  o1)jeot  to  allowing  gen- 
fiemoD  a  reaaonable  time,  bat  thought  £e  ^ 
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named  too  distant  There  was  one  good  rea- 
son why  the  hiU  should  receive  an  earlier  con- 
sideraUon :  the  distiibntion  of  the  deports  was 
to  take  place  soou  after  the  1st  day  ca  January 
next,  and  it  waa'derirable,  if  the  bill  was  to  paaa 
at  all,  that  it  paeaed  early  ewnigh  to  admit  the 
State  of  VIomgan  to  reodva,  witli  W  Asters 
of  the  confedmioy,  her  due  proportion  of  the 
puhlio  moneys ;  but  if  the  whole  subject  was 
put  off,  as  hod  been  moved,  the  passage  of  the 
bill  muht  be  so  fEur  delayed  as  to  render  thla 
impossible.  This,  surely,  was  a  strong  argu- 
ment for  as  early  an  attention  to  the  subject 
as  possible.  As  to  the  ftots  of  the  case,  they 
.  were  detuled  in  the  President's  Message,  and  in 
the  documents  which  had  been  reported  with 
the  bill :  he  was  fblly  aware  that  they  present- 
ed a  case,  in  regard  to  which  the  Judgments  of 
gentknoen  mi^t  widely  differ ;  but  the  fiuitB 
themselves  were  few,  and  might  aocm  be  told. 
In  June  last^  Oongress  had  pMsed  a  bill  declar- 
ing that,  on  certain  oonditaons  therein  set 
forth,  the  new  State  of  IDchigan  should  be 
received  into  the  Union:  one  of  which  was. 
that  certain  boundary  lines  should  be  assigned 
to  the  State ;  and  anotiier,  that  a  convention 
of  the  people  of  Michigan,  convened  for  tiie 
express  purpose,  should  express  their  assent  to 
these  conditions,  and  agree  to  come  into  tiie 
confederacy  on  the  terms  prescribed.  The  act 
centred  no  directions  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  such  convention  should  be  called.  A 
convention  was  ordered  by  the  Legislature  of 
Michigan ;  which  met,  and  oondnded  to  r^ect 
the  oouditious  of  adndsBlon,  and  communicated 
such  dissent  to  the  Freeitfent  of  the  United 
States.  On  tEtrther  reflection,  however,  with- 
out any  particular  form  of  legislation,  the  peo- 
ple themselves  had  sinoe  spontaileously  met  In 
their  primary  assemblies,  andcalledasecond  con- 
vention, by  whidt  body  it  hod  been  agreed  to 
accept  the  conditioiis  of  the  law,  and  thus  to 
enter  the  confederacy.  It  was  since  ascertain- 
ed that  from  6,000  to  6,000  votes  for  this  latter 
convention  bad  been  cast  for  the  same  mem- 
bers who  had  formerly  decided  to  refuse  the 
terms  of  admission,  and  from  8,000  to  9,000  in 
favor  of  men  of  a  different  opmion.  This^  he 
believed,  was  about  as  correct  a  statement  of 
the  &cts  of  the  case  as  oould  be  obtained  by 
greatendeky.  The  question  was  certainly  c^n 
as  to  tiie  v^idify  of  the  acts  of  this  latter  con- 
vention, on  which,  no  doubt,  there  wmdd  be  a 
diversity  of  opinion ;  but  as  to  the  ftots  there 
could  be  no  ^spute.  It  would  appear,  on  ex- 
amination, that  although  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Michigan  had,  at  the  date  of  the  first 
convention,  been  opposed  to  accepting  the 
terms  of  admission,  yet,  at  the  time  .the  last 
was  held,  an  overflowing  mf^orlty  had  been  in 
favor  of  the  measure.  When  these  facts  should 
be  found  and  admitted  to  be  as  stated,  Mr.  G. 
should  ^ve  his  views  as  to  what  ought  to  be 
the  ctmsequence.  But  he  was  anxious  that  the 
law  should  be  passed  in  time  for  Michigan  to 
get  her  prc^rtion  of  the  poblio  money.  The 
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Becretary  coald  not  make  the  distribution  on 
the  first  of  the  month,  as  all  the  returns  woold 
not  then  be  in,  bnt  he  mij^ht  probably  be  in 
oironmBtanoes  to  do  bo  within  ten  dajs  therfr* 
after. 

Ur.  Oixsoinr  said  that  no  Senator  was  more 
anztoos  that  the  new  State  oi  Michigan  Bhodd 
be  received  into  the  confederacy  than  himself, 
or  could  be  more  willing  that  she  should  obtain 
her  doeltroportion  of  the  public  money  placed 
in  deposit  with  the  several  States.  He  desired 
to  interpose  no  tmnecessary  delay,  and  would 
vary  his  motion  bo  as  to  propose  that  this  bill 
be  made  the  order  for  Tuesday  next.  (Monday, 
he  presumed,  would  scarcely  be  a  business  day, 
and  many  of  the  members  might  be  absent.) 
According,  however,  to  the  statement  given  by 
the  senUeman  himself  there  was  at  the  bottom 
of  tnis  subject  one  <n  the  gravest,  the  veiy 
graved  questions  vrhith  eould  be  agitated ;  so 

Save,  mdeed,  tiiat  important  aa  he  conceived 
e  deporit  act  to  be,  ne  eould  almost  pr^^ 
that  their  respective  proportions  of  the  surplus 
ftind  should  be  withheld  from  aU  the  States, 
than  that  a  bill  like  this  should  rashly  be  pass- 
ed. He  wished,  he  repeated  it,  more  time  for 
reflection. 

Mr.  MosBis  was  one  of  the  committee  who 
had  reported  the  bill,  yet  be  did  not  concur  in 
the  preamble  as  reported.  He  did  not,  indeed, 
doubt  that  Michigan  ought  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union,  and  should  rejoice  at  lier  admission. 
But,  as  the  chairmaa  had  correctly  stated  Uie 
act  of  QongresB,  providing  for  her  admission, 
made  it  conditicmal,  ud  required  her  previous 
ameat  to  the  oondition,  that  assent  was  to  be 
made  known  to  the  iSefindent  of  the  United 
States.  Now,  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Mich- 
igan had  not  yet  reached  the  I^^ident  at  the 
date  of  his  last  communication,  and  therefore 
Congress  did  not'  officially  know  the  fact.  The 
first  question  was,  whether  the  Senate  was 
competent  to  deoku^  the  act  of  the  last  conven- 
tion a  valid  act.  The  law  required  that  a  con- 
vention should  be  called  for  tne  express  object 
of  expressing  assent  or  dissent  to  the  conditions 
of  reception.  Now,  the  Senate  had  learned 
from  the  President's  Message  that  the  people 
of  Michigan  had  assembled  in  a  convention 
called  by  their  own  Le^latnre,  and  had  declar- 
ed their  dissent,  and  had  communicated  such 
^aaent  to  the  FnddentL  But,  after  this  solemn 
sot  by  a  convention  l^ally  called,  it  seemed 
that  there  bad  another  convention  been  gotten 
up  without  any  authority  of  law,  and  on  the 
acts  of  this  body  the  present  bill  was  founded. 
It  involved  questions  of  the  highest  magnitude. 
Mr.  M.  went  on  to  express  his  opinion  that  the 
doings  of  the  latter  convention  could  be  no 
guide  for  the  legislation  of  Oongress,  who  ought 
to  act  Juet  as  if  no  such  body  bad  ever  met. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  third  section  of  the 
admission  law,  which  required  the  previous  as- 
sent of  tite  people  of  Michigan  to  conditions 
presented  by  Congress,  was  an  impoation  upon 
that  people ;  but  the  onreot  mode  would  now 
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be  to  repeal  that  act  and  to  receive  the  State  at 
once.  The  whole  law  had  proceeded  on  tlie 
hypothesis  that  there  was  an  unsettled  bouadv? 
line  between  Micdiigan  and  the  State  sooth  d 
her;  but  as  one  ot&»  Senators  of  that  Stste^ 
he  considered  tiie  question  oi  boundan  as  fbOj 
settled.  He  was  wilUng  to  admit  Bicbuu, 
but  not  on  grounds  which  were  unfoundea  in 
fact.  He  gave  notice  that  he  should,  when  the 
bill  came  up  fw  consideration,  move  to  strike 
out  the  preamble ;  it  was  intended  as  a  key  to 
the  bill ;  bnt  it  was  calculated  rather  to  mi^ 
than  to  guide  to  the  true  prindple  on  vhich 
the  bill  was  founded.  It  was  posuble  tbst,  w 
ftirther  reflection,  he  might  change  hia  mind; 
but  such  were  his  present  impresnons. 

Mr.  GHtTNDY  said  that  the  committee,  vhen 
draughting  the  bill,  had  also  taken  under  con- 
sideration that  view  of  the  subject  pretoited 
by  the  Senator  Arom  Ohio ;  and  if,  on  Mond^r, 
the  Senate  should  concur  in  that  view,  no  re- 
gard would  be  had  in  the  bill  to  tiie  late  eoa- 
ventibn  accepting  the  terms  of  admisdon.  and 
thus  the  object  of  admission  would  be  attuned. 
But  it  was  on  this  ground  that  Mr.  G.  preferred 
the  preamble :  that  Michigan  could  then  never 
claim,  as  a  State,  what  Congress  had  thus  de- 
cided agmnst.  And,  as  there  was  an  invetmte 
controvei'sy  between  l£iclii^n  and  Ohio,  be 
thought  it  the  better  way  to  oind  Michigan,  so 
that  under  no  pretext  could  she  set  up  s  claim 
to  a  section  of  country  belonging  to  Ohio.  K 
the  preamble  should  be  stricken  out,  the  sub- 
iect  would  be  more  open  to  controveny  tlun 
&  it  should  be  retained.  Mr.  G.  believed 
by  the  preamble,  Michigan  would  be  *b'<9¥^ 
fh}m  coming  forward  and  claiming  any  tmv- 
It  was  merely  on  this  ground  that  he  was  to 
favor  of  retaining  the  preamble.  But,  to  ob- 
viate objections,  he  was  willing  that  the  1^ 
should  be  postponed,  and  made  uie  OTdefOf  tk 
day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BnoHANAN  was  aware  that  the  preswt 
was  not  the  proper  occasion  to  diacDSStbe 
merits  of  the  bill  which  had  been  rep«*»: 
nor  did  he  purpose  to  enter  on  its  diwosoMi; 
but,  as  other  eentiemen  had  briefly  stirted  their 
opinions  on  the  subject,  be  should  in  like  imd- 
ner  state  what  was  his  own  view  of  the  matter. 
He  did  not  con^der  the  sul^ect  of  the  biH  ^ 
pecnliarlj  grave  or  difficult,  save  as  it  w* 
ways  a  grave  question  whether  a  new  St"* 
should  be  received  into  the  Union.  ThelJ 
guage  of  the  admission  act,  which  had  jttssw 
fast  year,  was  very  pl^n  to  him,  so  ranch  9<^ 
indeed,  that  he  had  expected  the  Presideoi 
would  have  issued  his  proclamation  at  oiic^ 
without  referring  the  question  to  CoDgr|P  ^ 
decision.  Mr.  B.  here  quoted  the  act,  afl8 
served  that  it  contained  no  provision  reqninng 
any  legislative  action  on  the  part  of  ^^'^8'"' 
to  authorize  a  convention  of  the  P^PI**  J, 
would  have  been  impn^r  that  it  shonW.  ^ 

insisted  it  was  perfectly  competent  """iT; 
people  of  that  Territory  to  hold  a  w""^^ 
sptmtaneoualy,  without  any  apj^oatioii  to  w 
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Legialatare  about  tiie  matter ;  and  if  th^  had 

done  BO,  the  only  question  vtis  whether  each 
conveotJoQ  had  decided  to  accept  the  eo&diUoos 
of  admission  which  Congress  had  (very  prt^er- 
ly,  in  his  jndgment)  required.  He  believed  it 
had:  and  the  case  was  therefore  very  plain. 
He  understood  there  had  been  more  votes,  by 
2,000  on  both  sides,  g^ven  in  this  latter  than  in 
the  first  convention  ;  and  no  matter  how  many 
unsuccessAil  attempts  had  previously  been  made, 
if  their  consent  had  at  last  been  given,  there 
was  an  end  of  the  matter ;  they  were  clearly 
entitled  to  admisdon.  He  Bhould  not  enter  on 
the  argument,  but  m««ly  threw  out  his  opinion, 
which  he  should  be  ready,  at  the  proper  time, 
to  enfime  with  what  mtle  power  be  might 
cmnmand. 

Kr;  EwiNO  concurred  with  his  ooUeagae  (Kr. 
IfosBU)  in  the  opinion  that  the  last  convention 
held  in  Michigan  was  altogether  illegal  and  un- 
authorized. He  saw  in  it  nothing  which  was 
entitled  to  be  called  a  convention  of  the  people. 
He  was  also  opposed  to  the  preamble  of  the 
bill.  He  had  not  examined  the  bill  itself^  and 
could  not  say  what  might  be  his  opinion  of  it, 
should  the  preamble  be  stricken  out ;  but  how 
much  soever  it  migbt  operate  as  an  estoppel 
to  the  new  State  mHiomgan  from,  ever  here- 
after mooting  agwn  the  vexed  question  of  her 
boundary  line^  he  was  not  in  &vor  of  haviag 
tliat  estoppel  effected  by  what  he  considered  a 
mere  fiction.  [Mr.  E.  quoted  the  admission  act, 
to  show  the  conditions  of  admission.]  Kow, 
did  any  one  suppose  that  it  was  a  ftilfilment  of 
this  condition  for  the  people  to  rise  up  in  their 
primary  assemblies,  without  legal  oi^anization 
or  civil  authority,  and  declare  their  assent  to 
the  conditions  of  admission !  "Was  society  thus 
to  he  reduced  to  its  elements,  and  was  it  to  act 
without  social  organization?  The  act  of  Con- 
gress had  recognized  no  such  principle ,  i.t  bad 
recognized  the  principle  of  social  organization  \ 
and  to  hold  the  valiuty  of  the  acts  of  such  an 
assemblage  as  had  come  together  under  the 
name  of  a  convention  of  the  people,  was,  in 
his  judgment^  so  strange  4b  to  amount  almost  to 
an  Msur^ty.  IntereSed  or  not,  he  thought,  in 
all  lUmess,  the  estoppel  effected  by  sach  an 
act  of  assent  ought  not  to  be  accepted  and 
held  binding.  It  was  based  upon  an  act  that 
was  wholly  void.  It  was  said,  indeed,  that  a 
minority  of  tho  people  had  voted ;  but  where 
was  the  evidence  of  any  regolar  social  organi* 
zation  in  the  convention  f  What  guarantee  did 
Congress  possess  that  it  bad  been  convened  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  of  the  constitution  ?  "Who 
voted  ?  Whauotified  the  people  at  large  of  tho 
time  and  place  of  meeting?  Did  the  people  all 
consent  to  saoh  time,  and  such  place  ?  It  was, 
at  least,  not  probable  they  dUd.  The  people  of 
this  country  were  in  the  habit  of  looking  to 
some  regular  and  recognized  authority  in  all 
their  proceedings.  A,  B,  and  C,  in  a  particuliv 
county,  declaring  that  they  would  meet  to  con- 
sider this  public  qnestion,  did  not  1^  the  basis 
of  a  conventirau  How  had  the  election  of 
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members  of  the  oonvention  been  conducted? 
Who  had  been  the  judges  ot  election  f  hod  they 
been  sworn  ?  if  so,  their  oath  must  have  been 
extrajudicial.  And  who  had  been  permitted  to 
vote  r  It  had  been  said,  there  were  two  thou- 
sand more  votes  given  on  either  side  than  in 
the  first  convention.  That  that  numl>er*of 
votes  had  been  counted  he  did  not  doubt ;  but 
where  was  the  evidence  that  they  had  been 
given?  No  warrant,  or  qnalifications  of  voterc, 
had  been  alluded  to.  Mr.  E.  had  no  objection 
to  the  admisuon  of  Michigan,  but  let  it  be  done 
regnlariy^  and  in  a  proper  manner ;  and  let 
nothing  like  trick  be  practised  upon  tiie  people 
of  the  new  State,  by  an  estoppel  Impropraty 
obtained  ag^nat  their  olainu. 

Mr.  MoRBie  was  very  thankfdl  for  informatitHi 
that  would  show  the  ground  on  which  the  par* 
ties  stood  in  tiie  discassion.  He  understood  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  Buobakan)  thus ;  that  all  which 
was  required  of  the  people  of  Michigan  was 
that  they  should  choose  a  convention,  and  that 
such  convention  should  aiisent  to  the  act  of  ad- 
mission. Tlie  gentleman  even  went  further ;  if 
one  convention  had  failed,  the  people  might 
choose  another,  and  so  go  on  a(2  infinitum. 
This  doctrine,  Mr.  M.  tfaon^t,  went  direotiy 
to  dissolve  the  whole  elements  of  aociel7j  ana 
to  dortToy  aH  the  oUigatimis  of  law.  It 
amonnted  to  this :  tiiot  u  an  ut  (tf  Omgress 
should  be  passed  for  the  punishment  of  an 
offence,  which  act  required  a  judicial  inr^^ 
tion,  the  people  might,  notwithstanding,  nse 
in  an  orimtal  assembly,  and  themselves  inflict 
the  punishment. 

Again :  if  Michigan  had  adcmted  a  constitu- 
tion, it  was  bound  to  abide  by  that  cmistitntion. 
But  this  proposed  act  of  Congress  would  give 
the  people  of  Michigan  the  power  to  amend 
and  add  to  l^t  oon^ltution.  Ur.  M.  thought 
that  doctrines  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  be  tol- 
erated. And  if  such  an  original  omvention 
was  pwpee^  how  was  it  to  be  orei^  ?  Was 
one  county  to  notify  another,  or  one  indl^nal 
another?  or  how  was  it  to  be  d(me?  H  the 
t>eople  of  Michigan  might  act  In  this  irregidar 
way,  then  so  might  the  pet^le  of  any  m  the 
States,  and  all  government  and  law  would  be 
thus  already  dissolved  into  their  original  ele- 
ments, and  the  whole  fabric  of  our  institutions 
would  be  reduced  to  a  shadow.  And  the  &ult 
would  not  be  so  much  in  the  people  of  Michigan 
as  in  this  proposed  act  of  Congress.  Mr.  M. 
thought  much  mischief  would  follow  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  with  such  a  preamble.  It 
wonld  be  establishing  by  Congress  the  doctrine 
that  we  are  not  to  be  govern^  by  law,  but  by 
popular  frenjy.  When  the  Legislature  of 
Michigan  passed  the  law  authorizing  a  conven- 
tion, was  there  any  objection  made  to  that  law  f 
But  why  pass  the  law,  if  the  people  might  riw 
in  an  orinnal  omTention  ?  It  was  such  a  con- 
vention tnat  at  least  accepted  the  terms  of  ad- 
mission— a  convention  wnic^  as  the  President 
had  informed  us,  was  got  up  without  law ;  aod 
the  Pre^dent  had  thwnbre  not  issued  Us  proe- 
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lamation  of  admifirion.  It  Beemed  to  Mr.  M. 
that  all  this  waa  a  vide  departure  from  the 
conatitation  and  laws  of  the  country ;  and  he 
shoold,  therefore,  at  the  proper  time,  move  to 
strike  out  the  preamble. 

itr.  Buchanan  regretted  that,  in  ezpres^g 
a  iflere  general  opinion,  be  had  anintentionally 
givea  rise  to  the  present  disoassion.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  who  had  just  token  his  seat, 
had  stated  the  groimd  he  had  taken  In  snoh 
strong  tttiaa,  that  Mr.  B.  supposed  that  if  an 
angel  fhna  heaven  should  attempt  to  conTlnee 
him  of  the  ooatrarf,  he  wonld  labor  in  vain. 
That  honorable  Senator  had  discovered  that  be 
(Mr.  B.)  was  a  great  latitudinarian ;  and  that, 
if  the  principles  he  had  stated  shoiUd  once  be 
admitted;  everj  thing  wonld  ran  to  oonfosion. 
The  people,  it  seemed,  wonld  rise,  and  not  only 
legislate  for  themselves,  but  execute  justice  al- 
so!— (he  presumed  hj  Lynch  law.)  But  he 
denied  the  justice  of  any  snch  inferences  from 
his  doctrine.  By  what  authority  had  the  first 
convention  been  held  I  Not  from  any  power 
^ven  by  the  act  of  Congress  to  the  Le^alatnre 
ot  Michigan  to  pass  a  law  calling  a  0(»iventi(m. 
"Why,  then,  had  saoh  an  act  been  passed  f 
Cfleariy  tnia.  Qie  neoeadty  of  the  case.  Michi- 
gan had  been  aciing  as  a  sovereign  State,  and 
Oongress  bad  been  treating  with  her  touching 
her  admission  into  the  Union,  It  had  been 
very  proper  in  the  Legislature  to  pass  such  a 
law;  but  the  conveoition  assembled  under  it 
had  proved  ineffectnaL  Congress  had  acted 
wisely  in  not  requiring  any  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  ^ve  validity  to  the  convention.  ITie 
sovereign  people  of  the  State  of  Michigan  had 
a  right  to  do,  in  this  matter,  just  what  they 
Bbomd  please  to  do.  And  even  had  the  Legis- 
lature reused  to  pass  a  law  calling  a  conven- 
tion, the  peoide  would  still  have  possessed  the 
light  to  meet  in  their  primary  assonblieB^  and 
make  their  wishes  known  to  the  Legislature. 
Be  admitted  that  Congress  should  first  be  satis- 
fied that  the  convention  had  acted  in  a  regular 
manner,  and  had  actually  concurred  in  the  con- 
ditions of.admisnon.  But,  when  this  was  pro- 
vided, it  was  no  longer  a  matter  of  favor  to 
receive  the  new  State,  It  was  her  right  to 
come  in.  He  should  not  go  into  the  argnment 
at  this  time ;  when  the  bill  came  up,  he  should 
be  happy  to  meet  the  two  Senators  from  Ohio 
in  its  discnssion, 

Mr.  Benton  said  It  was  impossible  that  any 
qnestiw  could  arise,  abont  the  admission,  on 
which  every  gentleman  had  not  already  made 
up' his  mind.  The  snt^eot  had  alrea^  been 
fonr.OT  five  years  befim  Oongress.  Mr.  B.  in- 
dsted  that  ^e  question  was  a  mere  question  of 
right— a  right  which  existed  four  years  ago, 
but  which  had  been  met  at  the  threshold,  and 
fou^t  inch  by  inch,  till,  at  the  last  sesrion  of 
Congress,  the  friends  of  the  admission  had  de- 
termined to  sit  it  out  The  admisBion  had  been 
resisted  in  a  manner  unknown  to  the  history  of 
the  country.  And  now  it  was  to  be  put  oS 
till  Mtmd^y,  when  tiio  Senate  had  rather  occa- 


sion  to  sit  at  night  in  these  diort  ;  wid  the 
nights  would  be  necessary  for  the  d^us^on  of 
this  question.  If  all  the  questions  brought  for- 
ward should  be  discussed,  they  must  be^  with 
Adam,  who  hod  hut  one  woman  to  govern,  and 
enter  into  the  history  of  ori^al  conventiona. 
There  was  no  necessity  of  postponing  till  Mon- 
day. All  tiie  time  would  he  little  enough  for 
them  to  get  rid  of  what  was  pent  np  withb 
them'  almost  to  bursting  on  this  snbject.  Bat 
if  postponed,  then,  whea  Mcmday  ahould  come, 
Mr.  B..  would  come  and  mt  down  in  lus  chair, 
and  would  camp  on  this  ground  till  Ificliigan 
should  he  admitted. 

The  discussion  ended  by  making  the  bSI  Qia 
order  of  the  day  fbr  Monday  next. 


Monday,  January  3, 188T.  . 

Mr.  KiSTQ,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  the  Hon.  John  MoKini^t,  elected  hy  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  a  Senator 
from  that  State,  to  serve  for  six  years  frraa  the 
4th  of  March  next. 

Mr.  Pbebton  appeared  in  his  seat  to-day. 

Land  SUl 

Mr.  "Walkeb,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
it  was  referred,  reported  Mr.  Clat^b  land  bill, 
with  an  amendment,  striking  out  the  whole 
bill  save  the  enacting  clause,  ana .  suhstitatiiig 
another  which  restricts  the  ^es  of  the  public 
lands  to  actual  settlers,  and '  to  them  in  small ' 
quantities,  accompanied  with  many  gosids 
against  its  brang  evaded  by  ^eooIatOTS. 

Admission  <if  Michigan. 
Mr.  Gbundt  moved  that  the  previous  onto 
of  the  day  be  postponed,  fbr  the  porpose  at 
oonddervig  the  bill  to  adnut  the  State  of  Uiohi- 
gan  into  the  Union. 

'  Mr.  CAiiHouir  was  (^>posed  to  the  motim ;  tbe 
documents  accompanying  the  biU  bad  bnt  this 
morning  been  laid  upon  the  tables,-and  no  time 
had  been  allowed  for  even  reading  them  over. 

Mr.  Gkundt  insisted  on  his'motion.  ^  Of  one 
point  he  was  fully  satisfied — that  Michigan  had 
a  right  to  be  received  into  the  Union  ;  on  this, 
he  presumed  there  would  be  but  little  difference 
of  opinion,  the  chief  difficulty  having 
to  the  mode  in  which  it  was  to  be  done.  There 
seamed  more  difference  of  opinion,  and  he  pre- 
sumed there  would  be  more  debate,  touching 
the  preamble  concerning  the  bill  itseu ;  ^^^^ 
could  not  consent  to  postpone  the  snliject 
Congress  were  daily  paMug  laws  the  effect  <» 
whidi  pressed  immemately  upon  the  people  oi 
Michigan,  and  concerning  which  fliey  were  en- 
titled to  have  a  voice  and  a  vote  upon  tm 
floor,  and,  therefore,  the  bill  for  their  admission 
ought  to  receive  the  immediate  action  of  tuo 
Senate,  As  to  the  documents,  they  were  not 
numerous.  The  gentleman  from  Sonth  Cari> 
lina  might  readily  run  his  eye  over  them,  «»a 
he  would  perceive  that  the  facts  of  the  ^ 
were  easily  understood.  Indeed,  there  was  d'"' 
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one  of  anj  cxmseqiieiioe,  respecting  which  there 
was  6DJ  oontroTersy. 

The  orders  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill,  ss  follows : 

A  bill  to  admit  the  State  of  Hichigaa  into  the  Union 
upon  an  equal  footiog  with  the  original  States. 

WheresB,  In  pareuance  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  June  the  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ttdrty- 
rix,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the 
edmisfflon  of  the  State  of  I£ciiigan  into  the  Union, 
upon  the  conditions  therein  expressed,"  a  coaventioa 
of  delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of  the  said  State 
of  Hicmigan,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  their 
assent  to  the  boimdartes  of  the  said  State  of  Hicdu- 
gan,  as  described,  declared,  and  established,  in  and 
by  the  said  act,  did,  oo  the  fifteenth  of  December, 
eighteen  hundred  and  tblrtf-slx,  asKnt  to  the  pro- 
Tinons  of  said  act :  therefore, 

Be  it  endeted^  Ae.^  That  the  State  of  Michigan 
shall  be  one,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  admitted  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
In  all  respects  whatOTer. 

Sic. a.  ^nJ&eif,/WfA«'efwietej^ThattheSecretaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  in  canyiog  into  ^ect  the  thirteenth 
and  fourteenth  sections  of  the  act  of  the  twenty- 
third  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-ax, ' 
entitled  "An  act  .to  regulate  the  deposits  of  the' 
public  money,"  shall  consider  the  State  of  Michigan 
u  bemg  one  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HoBBis  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Ja^ciary,  with  Instmctiions 
to  strike  out  the  preamble. 

Mr.  Calhoun  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

To  understand  folly  the  objection  to  this 
bill,  it  is  necessary  that  we  shoald  have  a  cor- 
rect conception  of  the  facts.  They  are  few, 
and  may  be  briefly  told. 

Some  time  Tmvioos  to  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  throngh 
Us  Legislature,  aathomed  the  people  to  meet 
in  oonventiftfi,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
State  Goremment.  They  met  aacordingly,  and 
Hf^eed  upon  a  constltation,  which  they  forth- 
with transmitted  Congress.  It  was  fully 
disoQssed  in  this  chamber,  and,  objeetionable 
as  the  insbrutaent  was,  an  aot  was  finally  passed, 
which  accepted  the  constitution,  and  declared 
Michigan  to  be  a  State,  and  admitted  into  the 
Union,  on  the  single  condition,  that  she  should, 
by  a  convention  of  the  people,  assent  to  the 
boundaries  prescribed  by  the  act.  Soon  after 
our  adjournment  the  L^slature  of  the  State 
of  Mioliigau  (for  she  baa  been  rused  by  our 
assent  to  the  dignity  of  a  State)  called  a  con- 
Tenticm  <tf  the  petmle  of  the  State,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  Bot,  which  met  at  the  time  appoint- 
ed^ at  Ann  Harbor.  Aftw  ftall  discussion,  the 
convention  withheld  its  assent,  and  formally 
transmitted  the  resnlt  to  the  President  of  the 
Umted  States.  This  is  tiie  first  part  of  the 
stoi^.  I  will  now  g^ve  the  sequel.  Since  then, 
during  the  last  mouth,  a  self-constituted  assem- 
bly met,  professedly  as  a  convention  of  the 
people  cff  the  Sfiat^  bat  without  the  authority 
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of  the  State.  Ttua  unauthorized  uid  lawless 
assemblage  assome  the  high  Action  of  giving 
the  assent  of  the  State  of  Michigan  to  the  con- 
dition of  admission,  as  prescribed  in  the  act  of 
Congress.  They  communicated  their  assent  to 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  and  he  to 
the  S«iate.  The  Senate  referred  his  Message 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  tlmt 
committee,  on  its  own  authority,  reported  this 
present  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  State. 

Such  are  the  facts  out  of  whldi  grows  the 
important  ctuestion,  had  this  self-constituted 
assembly  the  aiith<Hit7  to  assoit  for  the  State? 
Had  they  the  authority  to  do  what  is.  implied 
in  giving  assent  to  the  oonditi(m  of  admission? 
That  assent  introduces  the  State  into  the  Union, 
and  pledges  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  the 
constitutional  compact  which  binds  these  States 
in  one  confederated  body ;  imposes  on  her  all 
its  obligations,  and  confers  on  her  all  its  bene- 
fite.  Had  this  irregular,  self-constitiited  assem- 
blage the  authority  to  perform  these  high  and 
solemn  acts  of  sorereignty  in  the  name  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  f  She  could  only  come  in  as 
a  State,  and  none  could  act  or  speak  for  her 
without  hsx  express  authority ;  and  to  assume 
the  authority  without  hw  sanction  is  nothing 
^ort  of  treason  against  the  State. 

Again :  tiie  assent  to  the  oonditions  prescribed 
by  Congress  implies  an  authority  in  those  who 
gave  it  to  supersede  in  part  the  ocHistitntion  of 
the  State  of  Michigan*  for  her  constitntitm 
files  the  boundaries  of  the  State  as  part  of  that 
instrument  which  the  condition  of  admission 
entirely  alters,  and  to  that  extent  the  assent 
would  supersede  the  constitotion ;  and  thus 
the  question  is  presented,  whether  this  self-coa* 
stituted  assembly,  styling  itself  a  coovention, 
had  the  authority  to  do  an  act  which  necessari- 
ly implies  the  right  to  supersede  in  part  the 
constitution. 

Bntfiirther:  The  State  of  Michigan,  through 
its  Legislature,  authorized  aoonventlon  of  the 
people,  in  order  to  determine  whetiier  the  con- 
dition of  admission  Aonld  be  assented  to  or  not. 
The  convention  met;  and,  after  mature  deliber^ 
ation,  it  dissented  to  the  condition  of  admis- 
sion ;  and  thus  again  the  question  is  presented, 
whether  this  self-called,  self-constituted  assem- 
blage, tills  caiucus — ^for  it  is  entitled  to  no  high- 
er name — had  the  authority  to  annul  the 
dissent  of  the  State,  solemnly  given  by  a  con- 
vention of  the  people,  reguUffly  convoked  tra- 
der the  express  authority  of  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  State  t 

If  all  or  any  of  these  questions  be  answered 
in  the  n^nrtive— If  tiie  self-created  assemblage 
of  Deoember  had  no  anthori^  to  speak  in  the 
name  of  the  State  of  Michigan— if  none  to 
supersede  any  portion  of  her  ccHistitution — if 
none  to  annul  her  dissent  to  the  condition  of 
admission  regularly  f^ven  \fj  a  convention  <rf! 
the  people  of  the  State,  convoked  by  the  an- 
thonty  of  the  State,  to  introduce  her  on  its 
authority  would  be  not  only  revolutionary  and 
dangerous,  but  utterly  repugnant  to  the  princi- 
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plea  of  onr  conatitntkm.  The  qdestton  ihen 
Bubmitted  to  the  Senate  i&  had  that  assemblage 
the  anthoritj  to  perform  tnese  high  and  solemn 
acts) 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Jadi- 
oiarT^  holds  that  this  self-constituted  assemblage 
had  the  airtbority;  and  what  is  his  reason! 
"Why,  truly,  because  a  greater  nnmber  of  votes 
were  given  for  those  who  constituted  that  as- 
semblage than  for  those  who  constitated  the 
convention  of  the  people  of  the  State,  convened 
under  its  constituted  authorities.  This  argn- 
ment  resolves  itself  into  two  questions — the 
first  of  &ot,  and  the  second  of  principle.  I 
shall  not  disoass  the  first  It  is  not  necessary 
to  do  so.  But  ff  it  were,  it  would  be  easy  to 
show  that  never  was  so  important  a  fact  so 
loosely  teetified.  There  is  not  one  particle  of 
official  evidence  before  us.  We  had  nothing 
bnt  the  private  letters  of  individuals,  who  do 
not  know  even  the  numbers  that  voted  on 
either  occasion ;  they  know  nothing  of  the  quali- 
fications of  voters,  nor  how  their  votes  were 
received,  nor  by  whom  counted.  Now,  none 
knows  better  than  the  honorable  chairman  him- 
self^ that  such  testimony  as  is  submitt^  to  ns 
to  establish  a  fact  of  this  moment,  would  not 
be  received  in  the  lowest  ma^strate's  court'  in 
the  land.  Bnt  I  w^ve  this.  I  come  to  the 
qnestjon  of  the  prin<»ple  involved;  and  what 
is  it!  The  argument  la,  that  a  greater  nnmber 
o£  persoDS  voted  for  the  last  convention  than 
for  the  first,  and  therefore  the  acts  of  the  last, 
<^  r^t,  abrogated  those  of  the  first ;  in  other 
vorda,  that  mere  numbers,  without  regard  to 
the  fonns  of  law  or  the  principles  of  l^e  con- 
Btitation,  give  authority.  The  authority  of 
numbers,  according  to  this  argument,  sets  aside 
the  authority  of  law  and  the  constitution, 
Keed  X  show  that  such  a  principle  goes  to  the 
entire  overthrow  of  our  constitutional  Govern- 
ment, and  would  subvert  all  social  order  7  It  is 
the  identical  princnple  which  prompted  the 
late  revolutionary  and  anarchical  movement  in 
Karyland,  and  which  haA  done  more  to  shake 
confidence  in  our  system  of  government  than 
any  event  since  the  adOT>tion  at  our  constita- 
UtHif.bat  which  ha^il^'  ^^s  been  firowned 
down  by  the  patriotimi  and  intelHgence  of  the 
pemale  of  that  State. 

what  was  the  ground  of  this  insurrectionary 
measure,  hut  that  the  government  of  Mary- 
land did  not  represent  the  voice  of  the  nnmeii- 
cal  m^ority  of  the  people  of  Maiyland,  and 
that  the  authority  of  law  and  constitution  was 
nothing  agunst  that  of  numbera.  Here  we 
find,  on  this  floor,  and  from  the  head  of  the 
Judiciary  Conmiittee,  the  same  principle  reviv- 
ed, and,  if  possible,  in  a  worse  form ;  for,  in 
Maryland,  the  anarchists  assumed  that  they 
were  sustfuned  by  the  numertual  muority  of 
the  people  of  the  State  in  their  revolutionary 
movements ;  but  the  utmost  the  eh^rman  can 
pretend  to  have  is  a  mere  plurality.  The 
largest  number  of  votes  claimed  for  um  self- 
created  assemblage  is  6,000 ;  and  no  man-  will 
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undertake  to  say  that  this  constltates  any  tluDg 
like  a  m^ority  of  &o  voters  of  Uiohigan ;  aaa 
he  claims  the  anthorify  whltdi  he  does  for 
it,  not  because  it  is  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  Hiohigan,  but  because  It  is  a  greater  number 
than  voted  for  the  authorized  convention  of  the 
peo|de  that  refused  to  agree  to  the  condition  of 
admismon.  It  may  be  shown  by  his  own  wit- 
ness, that  a  m^ority  of  the  voters  of  ifichigan 

ntiy  exceed  8,000.  Mr.  "Williams,  the  prea- 
of  the  self-created  assemblage,  stated  that 
the  population  of  that  State  amounted  to  nearly 
200,000  persons.  If  so,  there  cannot  be  less 
than  from  20,000  to  80,000  voters,  considering 
how  neariy  universal  the  right  of  su^ge  is 
under  its  oonstitntion ;  and  it  thns  appears  that 
tills  irregolar,  self-eonstitnted  meeting  did  not 
represent  the  vote  of  one-third  of  the  State ; 
and  yet,  on  a.  mere  principle  of  plurality,  we 
are  to  supersede  the  constitution  of  Uidiigan, 
and  annul  the  act  of  a  ctmvention  of  the  people 
regularly  convened  under  the  autiioiitj  of  uie 
government  of  the  State. 

But,  says  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
{Mr.  Bfohauan,)  this  assembly  was  not  self- 
constituted.  It  met  under  the  authority  <tf  an 
act  of  Congress ;  and  that  act  had  no  reference 
to  the  State,  but  only  to  the  people ;  and  that 
the  assemblage  in  December  was  Jast  such  a 
meeting  as  that  act  contemplated.  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  discuss  the  question  whether 
tSie  honmtible  Senator  has  given  the  true  inter- 
pretation of  the  act,  but,  if  it  were,  I  could  very 
easily  show  his  interpretation  to  be  erroneous ; 
for,  it  such  bad  been  the  intention  of  Congress, 
the  act  surely  would  have  specified  the  time 
when  the  convention  was  to  be  hdd,  who  were 
to  be  the  managers,  who  the  voters,  and  would 
not  have  left  it  to  individuals  who  might  choose 
to  assume  the  authority  to  determine  all  these 
important  points.  I  might  also  readily  show 
that  the  word  "  convention  "  of  the  people,  as 
used  in  law  or  the  constitution,  always  means 
a  meetinf^  of  the  people  regularly  convened  by 
the  constituted  autiiority  fg-  the  State,  in  their 
high  sovereign  opacity,  and  that  it  never 
means  such  an  assemblage  as  the  one  in  ques- 
tion. Bnt  I  waive  tiiis ;  I  take  higher  ground. 
If  the  act  be,  indeed,  such  as  the  Senator  says 
it  is,  then  I  mtdnt^  that  it  is  utterly  oppo^ 
to  the  ftmdamental  principles  of  our  federal 
Union.  Congress  has  no  right  whatever  to  odl 
a  convention  in  a  State.  It  can  call  but  one 
convention,  and  that  is  a  convention  of  the 
people  of  uie  United  States  to  amend  the  fed- 
eral constitution ;  nor  can  It  call  that,  except 
authorized  by  two-thirds  of  the  States. 

Ours  is  a  federal  republic — a  union  of  States. 
Michigan  is  a  State — a  State  in  the  course  of 
admission— and  differing  only  firom  the  other 
States  in  her  federal  rel^ona.  She  is  declared 
to  be  a  State  in  the  most  solemn  manner  1^ 
yonr  own  act.  She  can  come  Into  the  Union 
only  as  a  State,  and  by  her  vohmtary  assent, 
given  by  the  people  of  the  State  in  convention, 
called  by  the  ocautitnted  aatiiority  of  tiie  Btub^ 
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To  admit  the  State  of  Michigan,  on  the  anthor- 
itj  of  a  eelf-created  meeting,  or  one  called  hj 
the  direct  authority  of  Congress,  passing  by 
the  authorities  of  the  State,  would  he  the  most 
monstroas  proceeding  under  our  constitution 
that  can  be  cooceived ;  the  most  repugnant  to 
its  prindples,  and  dan^rous  in  its  conseqnencea. 
It  would  estabUdi  a  direct  relation  between  the 
individiul  tdtijguu  of  a  State  and  the  General 
Goviunment,  in  ntter  subveiwrn  of  the  fbderal 
character  of  our  system.  The  relation  of  the 
citizens  to  this  Government  is  tlu'ongh  the 
States  exclusively.  They  are  subject  to  its  au- 
thority and  laws  only  because  the  State  has 
assented  they  should  be.  If  she  dissents,  their 
assent  is  nothing ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
die  assents,  their  dissent  is  nothiog.  It  is 
through  the  State,  then,  and  through  the  State 
alone,  that  the  United  States  Government  c^ 
have  any  connection  with  the  people  of  a  State ; 
and  does  not,  then,  the  Senator  from  Peiinsyl- 
vania  see,  that  if  Congress  can  authorize  a  con- 
venUon  of  the  peq[ile  in  the  State  of  Hichigan, 
without  the  authori^  of  the  State^  it  matters 
not  what  ia  the  o1:;J»t,  it  may  in  like  manner 
authwize  conventions  in  any  oUier  State,  for 
whatever  purpose  it  may  think  proper  7  ■ 

Ifichigan  is  as  much  a  sovereign  State  as  any 
other :  differing  only,  as  I  have  sud,  as  to  her 
federal  relations.  If  we  ^ve  our  sanction  to 
the  assemblage  of  December,  on  the  principle 
laid  down  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
then  we  establish  the  doctrine  that  Congress 
has  power  to  call  at  pleasure  oonventiona  with- 
in the  States.  Is  there  a  Senator  on  this  floor 
who  will  assent  to  such  a  doctrine  f  Is  there 
one,  especially,  who  represents  the  smaller 
States  of  this  Union,  or  the  weaker  section  ? 
Admit  the  power,  and  every  vestige  of  State 
Tights  would  be  destroyed.  Our  system  would 
be  subverted,  and,  instead  of  a  confederacy  of 
freo  and  sovereign  States,  we  would  have  all 
power  eoneentrated  here,  and  this  would  be- 
come  the  most  odious  despotism.  He,  indeed, 
most  be  blind,  wlfo  does  not  see  that  such  a 
power  would  ^ve  the  Federal  Government  a 
<K>mplete  control  of  all  the  States.  I  call  upon 
Senators  now  to  arrest  a  doctrine  so  dangerous. . 
Let  it  be  remembered  that,  under  our  system, 
bad  precedents  live  forever;  good  ones  only 
perish.  We  may  not  feel  all  the  evil  conse- 
quences at  once,  but  this  precedent,  once  set, 
wiU  surely  be  received,  and  will  beo(nne  the  in- 
strument of  infinite  eviL   

It  will  be  asked,  what  ihidl  be  donet  WBl 
yon  refhse  to  admu  Uiohigan  into  the  Union  7 
J  answer,  no:  I  desire  to  admit  her;  and  if 
the  Senators  from  bidians  and  Ohio  will  agree, 
I  am  ready  now  to  admit  her  as  she  stood  at 
the  begging  of  last  session,  without  giring 
sanction  to  the  unauthorized  assemblage  of  De- 
oember. 

But  if  that  does  not  meet  their  wishes,  there 
is  still  another  by  which  she  may  be  admitted. 
We  are  told  that  two-thirds  of  the  Lc^slature 
and  peq;^  ot  Hichigan  are  in  fkvor  of  oocept- 


ing  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  last  session.  If 
that  be  the  fact,  then  all  that  is  necessary  is, 
that  the  LeKislature  should  call  another  conven- 
tion. All  difSculty  will  thns  be  removed,  and 
there  will  be  still  abundant  time  for  her  admis- 
sion at  this  session.  And  shall  we,  for  the  sake 
of  guning  a  few  months,  ^ve  our  assent  to  a 
bill  frau^t  with  prindpfes  so  monstrons  as 
this? 

'  -  We  have  been  toldj  that  unless  she  is  admit- 
ted Immediately,  it  will  be  too  late  for  her  to  re- 
ceive her  proportion  of  the  surplus  revenue  un- 
der the  deposit  bill.  I  trust  that  on  so  great  a 
question  a  difllculty  like  this  will  have  no 
weight.  Give  her  at  once  her  full  share.  I 
am  ready  to  do  so  at  once,  without  waiting  her 
admission.  I  was  mortified  to  hear  on  so  grave 
a  question  such  motives  assigned  for  her  admis- 
sion, contrary  to  the  law  and  constitution. 
Such  considerations  ought  not  to  be  presented 
when  we  ore  settling  great  constitutional  prin- 
ciples. I  trust  that  we  shall  pass  by  all  such 
frivolooa  motives  on  this  occasion,  and  take 
ground  on  the  grut  and  fundamental  prindple 
uiat  an  infonnal,  irr^nlBr,  self-eonstituted  as- 
sembly, a  mere  caucus,  has  no  authority  to 
speak  for  a  sovereign  State  in  any  case  what- 
ever ;  to  supersede  its  constitution,  or  to  reverse 
its  dissent  deliberately  ^ven  by  a  convention 
<t(  the  people  of  the  State,  regularly  convened 
under  its  constituted  authority. 

Mr.  Grundy  confessed  that  he  could  not  see 
any  thing  in  the  whole  proceedings  calculated 
to  excite  alarm.  The  Senator  (Mr.  Caxjioiin) 
had  told  the  Senate-that  a  proceeding  in  Mary- 
land had  excited  more  apprehension  in  regard 
to  our  institutions  than  any  thing  that  had  oc- 
curred since  the  establishment  of  our  Govern- 
ment. Kow,  that  was  the  gentleman's  opinion ; 
but  he  (Mr.  O.)  bad  seen  the  time  when  there 
was  f^t  more  solidtude  witA  respect  to  the 
stability  of  our  Union  than  what  had  recently 
happened  in  Mairland,  or  in  the  proceedings 
which  had  been  adopted  in  Iffichigan.  In  order 
to  determine  the  question  before  the  Senate,  it 
might  be  as  well  to  take  a  short  review  of  the 
fhcta  and  circninstances  connected  with  it. 

By  the  ordinance  of  1787  It  was  provided 
that  this  Territory,  and  all  portions  of  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  by  the  State  of  Virginia  north-west 
of  the  Ohio,  should  be  admitted  as  a  State,  not 
by  conventions  called  for  the  purpose  of  ratify- 
ing a  proposal  made  by  (ingress,  but  upon  the 
fair  condition  that  when  their  population 
should  have  amounted  to  a  oert^n  numbra. 
Michigan,  at  the  time  she  first  implied  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  possessed  a  popniation 
of  one-third  more  than  was  required  by  the  or- 
dinance of  1787.  But  he  ^ould  state  that,  be- 
fore asking  for  admission,  as  she  had  a  right  to 
do,  she  called  a  convention,  and  framed  a  con- 
stitution. The  General  Government  had  at 
that  time  a  right  (without  prescribing  the  terms 
to  be  found  in  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1886) 
to  receive  her  into  the  Union.  But  what  did 
Congress  do?  Did  they  cconply  with  her  r»- 

Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATK8  OF  OONaBESa 

AdnuMiion  ef  MiAigm. 


76 


ABBIDOHBNT  OB  THB 


Sbutk.] 

qnest,  or  with  the  termB  of  the  oRlinaiioet  Na 

GoDgress  prescribed  different  prorlaions  from 
any  to  be  foond  in  the  ordioaQce.  Now,  ao- 
oordins  to  the  view  he  took  of  the  subject,  this 
■overe^  and  independent  State,  having  the 
same  right  to  be  represented  on  that  floor  as 
Soath  Carolina  or  Tennessee,  has  been  for  a  long 
time  kept  knooMng  at  the  doors  of  Congress,  and 
still  they  were  shot  against  them.  He  would, 
having  stud  this  mach,  say  nothing  further  on 
tMs  part  of  the  subject 

At  the  last  session,  and  for  some  sessions 
prerions  to  that,  a  very  seiioos  controversy  had 
arisen  between  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan.  "What,  he  asked,  did  Con- 
giesB  do,  in  ita  great  desire  to  see  tranqnillity 
and  harmony  restored  between  Hum  f  a  pass- 
ed the  act  of  1886.  And  yet  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  (Mr,  Swing)  now  wanted  to  see  no  snob 
{Hvvision  as  that  contuned  in  the  act  of  1836, 
and  which  he  (Mr.  Gbukdt)  believed  to  have 
been  placed  tliere  by  the  committee  ia  the 
proper  discharge  of  Ibeir  duty,  and  which  he 
thought  commendable  in  them. 

[Mr.  EwiNo  ezpluned.  I  contended  for  the 
third  section.  I  thought  it  of  no  Importance 
then,  nor  do  I  now.] 

Mr.  QscimT  resumed.  He  was  speaking  of 
the  Senator^s  exertions  in  regard  to  another  bill, 
or  other  bills,  which  were  introdiu»d  to  fix  tiie 
northern  boundary  of  the  State  v£  OMo ;  and 
before  that  was  accomplished  Senators  innsted 
that  Michigan  could  not  be  a^itted  into  the 
Union.  Well,  what  was  the  objection  now  to 
her  admission  I  Kone  that  he  could  see.  But 
when  the  Senate  came  to  pass  this  act  <^  ad- 
miBrion,  they  pnt  In  this  section: 

**  That,  u  a  complfance  with  the  ftmdamental  con- 
dition of  admisnon  contained  in  the  last  preceding 
section  of  this  act,  the  boundaries  of  the  said  State 
of  MiduguL  aa  in  that  section  described  declared, 
and  establiBhed,  shall  receive  the  assent  of  a  con- 
vention  of  delegates  elected  by  the  people  of  said 
State,  (oc  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the  assent 
herrin  reqnirad,"  tc 

Kow,  that  was  the  provisloa  to  which  this 
preamble  has  a  reference.  Did  that  section 
say  that  the  Legislative  Assemblv  of  Hi(^igan 
should  call  a  convention  to  decide  on  the  sub- 
ject? Not  a  word  did  it  contain  to  that  effect 
Did  the  constitution  of  Michigan  authorize  the 
calling  of  a  convention  on  the  part  of  the  Leg- 
islature! Not  a  word  did  the  constitution 
contain  on  the  subject  t  But  the  Legislature 
did  call  a  convention,  and  they  refosed  to  assent 
to  the  conditions  otrntwied  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress. 

Now,  to  judge  that  Congress  did  not  intend 
putting  a  legal  construction  on  the  section,  that 
the  intervention  of  the  Legislature  diould  be 
necessary,  let  him  suppose  ^at  tiie  Legidatim 
should  refbse  to  act,  and  consequently  odl  no 
convention,  and  the  people  of  Michigan  had 
risen  up  una  toes,  and  given  their  assent  to  the 
meeting  in  convention,  wonld  gentlemen  have 
said  "  the  cfsivention  most  be  called  by  the  Leg- 
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idatnref"  Now,  this  was  the  consult  of  ihe 

people  of  Michigan— of  the  population  entitled 
to  vote,  residing  there.  Ana  shall  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  State  have  the  power  to  refuse  or 
grant  that  which  the  people  may  demand  on  so 
uuportant  a  subject  as  thisf  It  seemed  to  him 
it  ought  not  to  be  retired;'  and,  therefore, 
the  conclusion  he  drew  from  the  question  was, 
that  the  people  have  a  right  to  convoke  their 
assemblies,  the  delegates  from  which  have  a 
right  to  meet  in  convention,  and  there,  if  they 
deem  proper,  ratify  the  conditions  prescribed 
by  Congress.  If  he  were  ri^t  in  that  conclu- 
sion,  then  the  preamble  was  correct ;  and  if 
wrong,  it  ought  to  be  stmok  out  He  felt  no 
concern  in  regard  to  this  brandh  oS  the  subject  • 
at  ^  He  was  free  to  admit  that,  without  the 
preamble,  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  the  bill. 
But  for  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1886,  let 
him  tell  the  Senate,  Michigan  would  have  been 
represented  here,  and  in  the  other  Honse,  long 
ago.  Well,  now  the  people  have  been  oallea 
upon  in  their  primary  edacity,  and  have  given 
their  assent  to  the  conditions  of  Congress,  why 
should  the  Sepate  cause  further  delay  in  ad- 
mitting her )  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
had  said  it  would  not  take  long  to  have  another 
convention.  He  (Mr.  G.)  admitted  it;  but 
eveiy  moment  did  her  injury.  Senators  were, 
by  delay,  viototing  a  greater  prinotfJe  than  that 
(a  wi^ax  the  gentleman  had  spoken.  It  was  a 
greater  infraction  of  principle  than  any  known 
to  government 

He  emitted,  with  the  Senator  ftom  Sontii 
Carolina,  that  the  testimony  establi^ing  the 
fact  of  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Michigan  was 
of  great  importance,  and  in  this  esse  not  ac- 
cording to  the  strict  rules  of  legality ;  yet  the 
testimony  was  of  such  a  character  that  L^is- 
latnres  would  not  refaae  to  act  upon  it,  al- 
though courts  of  justice  would  reject  it,  because 
not  duly  accredited  by  the  oaths  of  witnesses. 
But  did  not  Senators  do  daily  many  acts  upon 
testimony  not  on  oath,  but  for  which  the  state- 
ments of  max  of  high  standing,  honor,  and  htm* 
es^  guaranteed  thtar  tmth? 

What^  he  asked,  was  the  amount  of  the  tes- 
timony produced  ?  Why,  that  between  five 
and  six  thousand  votes  were  given  at  the  election 
of  members  for  the  convention  in  September  last, 
and  that  from  eight  to  idoe  thousand  were  i^ven 
for  the  delegates  who  formed  the  convention  in 
December.  What  was  the  object  in  calling  npon 
thepeopleofMichigan?  Itwastoknowwhetner 
they  were  willing  .to  come  into  the  Union  on 
the  terms  prescribed  by  the  act  of  the  Sd  of 
March,  18S6.  They  have  answered,  and  given 
their  assent  In  one  county  there  was  given  at 
the  first  election  for  the  del^ates  who  were 
elected,  180  votes  of  a  m^ori^.  These  dde- 
gates  oonstitated  the  rndtrnt?  m  the  first  con- 
vention ;  and  by  their  votes  the  assent  of  Mich- 
igan was  r^sed. .  At  the  first  'deotion,  about 
1,700  votes  were  cast,  indnding  both  parties. 
At  the  last  election,  1,900  votes  were  given  in 
favor  of  the  assenting  party  alone.  The  whole 
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thiag  was  changed,  and  must  have  b«en  chang- 
ed hj  the  rerolatioa  of  opinion. 

Witlioat  going  farther  into  the  aabject,  be 
wanted  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  in- 
form the  Senate  how  be  woold  do  Jusdce  to  the 
people  of  ICohigan ;  and,  farther,  now  Ute  pas- 
saffe  of  the  bill  was  to  be  obtained  in  any  form. 
"Would  be  send  the  people  hack  agun  to  a  con- 
vention ?  The  delay  was  mmecessary,  and  ob- 
iwitiong  would  be  made  of  a  similar  character. 
Wbj  should  the  Senator  not  vote  for  the  bill, 
tiie  preamble  being  struck  out.  What  difficulty 
was  there  in  itf  For  Ids  (Mr.  G.'s)  part,  he 
could  not  see  any.  He  contended  that  there 
was  noUiing  of  a  political .  character  in  this 
matter,  either  on  one  side  or  the  other ;  there- 
fore, it  was  fairly  on  principle  that  a  diffference 
of  opinion  could  be  said  to  exist.  In  answer  to 
the  mqniry  of  the  Senator  ft'om  South  Oarolina, 
"  Can  GoDgresB  call  a  convention  in  a  State ! " 
he  answered,  "KoPnordiditinthisinstanoe; 
nnther  does  Hie  preamble  or  bill  give  such  a 
power,  nor  imply  it  He  would  conclude  his 
remarks  by  merely  declaring  that,  whether  the 
preamble  should  be  stricken  from  the  Inll  or 
not,  he  would  TOte  6a  it. 


TusBDAT,  January  8. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  dedi^ng      admiauon  into  the  Union  of 

ThaStaU  ofMieMgan. 

Tha  qnestocoL  pemling  was  on  a  motion  made 
yesterday  by  Ur.  UcnooB  to  strike  ont  tlie  pre- 
amble of  tiie  bill.  This  moticm  Hr.  U.  now 
Taried,  by  moving  an  amendment  to  the  pre- 
amble, Q^ec(q>itulating  the  proceedings  in  Mich- 
igan under  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress for  the  admission  of  the  State,)  which 
modification  he  was  deurous  of  trying  before 
the  qnestion  should  be  taken  on  striking  out 
the  preamble. 

Mr.  Ewiso,  of  Ohio,  sud :  To  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate  I  have  no  other  objection 
than  that  which  I  stated  at  the  last  session, 
viz :  that  I  feel  reluctant  to  admit  a  new  State 
into  the  Union,  unless  she  come  in  regularly, 
ia  accordance  wltb  &  law  of  Congress  previons- 
ly  enacted. 

But  I  Wfived  tikis  olfJeotltHi  in  the  case  of 
Arkansas,  because  a  precedent  had  been  set  by 

the  admissiMi  of  Michi^  at  the  last  session. 
Still,  however,  I  think  it  wrong ;  the  practice 
is  loose,  irr^dW,  and  calonlated  to  lead  to  bad 
consequences.  And  I  think  it  proper  to  say 
that  in  the  present  question,  In  any  of  its  forms, 
the  State  of  Ohio  bos  no  interest  whatever ; 
none  in.  the  preamble,  none  in  the  bill  itself, 
save  that  interest  whidi  she  shares  in  common 
with  all  the  other  members  of  the  confederacy ; 
uid,  in  voting  on  this  question,  I  shall  vote  pre- 
cisdy  as  if  Ohio  were  the  mo^  distant  State  in 
^e  union  from  Michigan,  instead  of  behig  sep- 
arated from  it  only  by  a  boundary  line,  wludi 
Una  was  onoe  dispated. 


[Saium 

On  this  subject  my  colleague  and  myself  en- 
tirely concur.  Indeed,  we  have  from  the  first 
differed  bat  littie  in  our  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
troversy lately  penfing  between  our  State  and 
IGchigan ;  but  we  here  concur  entirely  as  to 
the  effect  of  this  preamble  upon  her,  and  we 
may  fslriy  assnme  that  we  speak  ttie  opinioD 
and  feelings  of  the  State  on  that  point.  We 
hold  this  preamble  nntme  in  foot,  and  <tf  most 
dangerous  tendency.  Our  State,  tfx  whose 
benefit  gentlemen  profess  to  have  inserted  it, 
has  no  interest  in  the  thing.  She  does  not  ask 
for  it ;  and  if  she  had  an  interest,  no  matter  how 
deep  and  vitaL  she  would  not  consent  that  that 
interest  should  he  subserved  by  stating,  in  a 
solemn  act  of  legislation,  that  which  is  untrue. 

Permit  me  to  reiterate  that  there  exists  at 
this  moment  no  controversy  whatever  between 
Ohio  and  Michigan,  nor  dOes  there  enst,  at 
least  on  the.  part  of  the  tatizens  of  Ohio,  the 
slightest  feelmg  ^'■unitr  toward  th^  neigh- 
boring fellow-eitizeDi.  ^lere  is  no  snoh  feduig 
there;  and  I  wdl  know  there  is  none  here. 
The  controversy  which  once  agitated  and  exoiU 
ed  them  is  now  settled.  Otmgresa,  by  its  aot^ 
has  assented  to  the  houndoiy  claimed  by  Ohio 
in  1808,  before  Michigan  was  erected  into  a 
Territory ;  and  unless  tne  act  of  IBOfi  is  irrevo- 
cable, there  can  never  again  be  any  oontroversy 
between  Ohio  and  Michigan  on  the  question  m 
boundai?.  If  it  is  pnmounced  irrevocable,  then 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  modify  m 
touch  it,  and  the  boundaiy  therein  specified  will 
be  declared  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  the 
true  boundary.  Bat  if  that  act  is  not  irrevoca- 
ble, we  ore  so  affected  hy  it  that  it  never  can 
be  revived  uolnst  Ohio. 

Bat  I  Bida  the  preamble  to  this  Ull  asserts 
what  is  not  a  fact.  I  shall  endeavor  to  make 
that  portion  good.  Wh^  Is  its  language  t 

"  Whereas,  in  pursuanoe  of  die  set  itf  Cragreas  ef 

June  the  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty'^, 
entitled  '  An  act  to  establidi  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon 
the  conditions  therdn  expressed,'  a  conventton  <rf 
delates,  elected  by  the  people  of  the  sdd  State.^ 
Michigan,  for  the  stue  purpose  of  giriug  thdr  assent 
to  die  bmmdaries  of  the  said  State  of  Michigan,  as 
described,  declared,  and  established,  in  and  by  the 
saJd  act,  did,  on  the  fifteenth  of  December,  e^teen 
hundred  and  thirty-mx,  assent  to  the  i»OTisiuis 
said  act :  therefore  " — 

Now,  I  take  it  that,  in  the  insertion  of  this 
reamble,  the  Judiciary  Committee  meant  to 
eolare  that  tiie  oonvention  r^erred  to  was  a 
legal  convention ;  that  it  was  such  a  convention 
as  is  contemplated  in  the  act  of  Oonj^ress  for 
the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union ;  that 
it  was  a  convention  according  to  law.  This  is 
the  fact  asserted  in  the  preamble,  and  this  I 
controvert. 

The  evidence  is  well  condensed  in  the  redtol 
which  my  ocdleague  offiared  as  an  amendment 
to  tiie  preamble,  and  we  have  It  more  at  large 
from  the  Freddent^  In  hia  offidol  oommunioa- 
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tion  now  on  onr  tables.  From  this  it  appears 
that  a  conrention,  called  by  an  act  of  tiie  Leg- 
islature of  Miohigan,  did  assemble,  and,  after 
deliberation,  did  refuse  to  enter  the  Unioa 
nnder  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
and  that  their  dissent  was  forwarded  to  the 
Executive.  Now,  it  is  said  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Bmaxsi^,) 
this  conveatioQ  was  not  held  according  to  the 
act  of  Congress;  that  Congress  directed  the 
people  to  meet ;  and  that  no  reference  was  had 
in  the  act  to  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature 
ctf  Uiohi^ui ;  but  that  a  subsequent  convention, 
whidi,  it  is  said,  afterwards  assembled,  alone 
satisfied  the  law.  The  question,  then,  is  be- 
tween the  two  conventions.  If  the  first  was 
legal,  the  last  was  not.  If  the  first  was  not  le- 
eu,  then  we  may  inquire  into  the  legality  of 
tbe  second.  Now,  let  ma  put  one  question  to 
that  honorable  Senator;  I  ask  him  whether, 
had  Uie  first  convention,  instead  of  rejecting, 
accepted  the  conditions  contained  in  the  act  of 
Congress,  would  he,  in  that  case,  have  held 
that  assent  illegal !  Would  he  then  have  said 
that  it  was  a  convention  not  held  according  to 
the  act  of  Congress  f  I  would  almost  venture 
to  say  that  he  would  not ;  I  rather  think  the 
ooaveotion  would  have  passed  pretty  weUL  Bnt 
if  so,  what  has  altered  the  matter!  H  that 
was  a  proper  mode  of  calling  a  convention  which 
osseated,  why  was  it  not  a  proper  mode  of  call- 
ing a  convention  which  refused  its  assent  f 
But  after  the  convention  assembled  by  the  Leg- 
islature of  the  State  of  Michigan  (for  our  act 
did  recognize  her  as  a  State,  though  I  think 
very  improperly)  had  dissented,  no  attempt 
whatever  was  made  by  the  constituted  author- 
ities of  the  State  to  bring  together  another; 
none  whatever.  But  an  assemblage  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  meetings  which  are  familiarly  denominat- 
^  caucuses,  was  held  in  some  of  the  counties, 
and  mutually  agreed  to  caU  a  new  convention. 
Committees  get  together,  and,  after  oonsolta^ 
tion,  publish  a  tame  and  place  at  which  it  is  to 
aasemole.  The  whole  matter  was  utterly  nn- 
authcvized,  save  by  party  organization,  and  was 
the  effect  of  such  organization.  Will  any  man 
dispute  It?  WiU  any  man  pretend  that  this 
latter  convention  was  the  effect  of  a  simulta^ 
neous  and  spontaneous  impolse  of  tho  whole  peo- 
ple of  Michigan  f  Is  there  any,  the  least  proof 
of  such  being  the  fact  f  The  convention  orig- 
inated in  connty  colls;  and  all  the  counties 
but  two  joined  in  the  plan,  and  held  elections 
for  delegates.  What  evidence  is  there  of  any 
regolarity  in  these  elections ! 

Let  ns  look  at  the  pikers.  We  have,  to  be 
sore,  the  act  of  the  ctmvention  itself  giving  the 
usent  of  tiie  State  to  the  act  of  adn^on,  and 
which  was  transmitted  to  the  Preudent  of  tiie 
TTnited  States.  And  we  have  the  certificate  of 
Qen^u^  Williams,  said  to  have  been  the  presid- 
ing officer  of  the  convention,  and  the  names  of 
the  delegates.  But  there  is  not  any  official  act 
or  signature  of  any  officer  known  to  the  laws 
either  of  Uichigaa  or  <tf  the  United  States;  not  I 
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the  slightest  proof  of  Qieir  election  or  qna^- 
cation.  That  paper,  containing  the  assent  d 
Michigan  in  a  matter  so  important,  is  not  at  all 
authenticated.  Where  do  you  find  the  law  ac- 
cording to  which  it  was  conducted  ?  There  is 
none.  It  rests  on  nothing.  There  was  a  meet- 
ing of  certain  individuals  ueld  at  a  place  caDed, 
I  believe,  Ann  Arbor;  and  we  have  certain  res- 
olutions of  theirs,  which  are  to  avail  against 
the  doings  of  a  convention  held  in  pursuance 
of  a  law  of  the  State,  and  all  whose  acts  are 
fully  and  legally  authenticated.  I  cannot  re- 
cognize such  a  paper.  Imnstdo  vidlencetomy 
own  jpdgment,  should  I  receive  it  Even  the 
churmau  of  the  Judiciary  Oonmiittee  could  not 
do  iL  He  called  upon  the  Senators  elect  (and 
whose  admission  here  is  to  follow  the  passage 
of  the  bill)  to  say  that  every  thing  at  this  self- 
styled  convention  was  well  and  duly  conduct- 
ed ;  and  they  do  say  so,  and  give  the  private 
letters  of  certain  in(Uviduals  to  that  effect 
And  they  give,  further— and  that  I  understand 
to  he  the  evidence  principally  relied  on — an 
article  from  a  Detroit  newspaper,  stating  that 
sudi  an  election  was  had,  such  convention  held, 
8,000  more  votes  were  given  for  the  delegates 
to  this  last  convention  than  for  those  who  coo- 
stitnted  the  first  convention.  This,  dr,  is  the 
evidenoe  to  support  an  oi^nio  law  d  a  new 
State  about  to  eater  the  Unicm  I  Yes,  of  an 
oiganio  law,  the  very  highest  act  a  oommonity 
of  men  can  perform.  Letters,  referring  to  other 
letters  1  and  a  scrap  of  a  newspaper  1 

I  am  not  satisfied  that  the  Government  of 
my  country,  or  of  any  portion  of  it,  should 
stand  on  such  a  foundation.  I  am  not  willing 
that  on  organic  law  of  a  sovereign  State  shonla 
be  thus  made  and  thus  authenticated. 

But  supposing  that  all  the  counties  of  Mich!- 

fan  did  agree  to  the  proposal,  and  did  send 
elegates  to  this  last  convention,  and  we  had 
tiie  retoms  of  the  elections ;  yet  who,  I  ask, 
preuded  at  the  polls  f  Who  determined  what 
votes  sfaonid  be  recdvedl  How  many  votes 
was  each  man  who  favored  the  ol^eot  permitted 
to  give!  Who  voted?  Was  it  tJie  qualified 
electors,  or  was  it  all  the  men,  women,  and 
children,  <^  Michigan  and  its  vicinity  ? 

Mr,  BucHAHAN  sfud ;  Mr.  President,  Judging 
from  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  ^Kr.  Calhouit,)  this  wonld  seem  to 
be  a  question  big  with  the  fate  of  the  constitu* 
tion  and  the  country.  According  to  him,  tho 
adoption  of  the  preamble  to  the  bill  admitting 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  as  it  was  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  would  entaU 
npon  us  evils  as  numerous  and  as  deadly  as 
those  contained  in  Pandora's  box,  whilst  ho^ 
wonld  not  eyea  remain.  Afiter  depicting  m 
melancholy  colors  the  crael  destiny  of  onr 
comitry,  should  this  precedent  be  established, 
he  conclndes  by  saying,  that  In  such  on  event 
this  GovernmeDt  would  become  "one  of  the 
most  odious  and  despotic  Qovernmentsthat  ever 
existed  on  the  face  of  the  earth." 
I  presnme  it  is  attributable  to  my  oolder  tern- 
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perament  that  I  feel  none  of  these  terrors.  In 
my  opinion,  thej  spring  Altogether  from  the 
Senator's  ardent  imaginatiou  and  creative  ge- 
nius. Binoe  I  oame  into  pabUc  life,  I  have 
known  the  country  to  be  nuned  at  least  twenty 
times,  in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen ;  yet  it  would 
eeem  that  the  more  we  are  thos  mined,  the  more 
we  flourish.  Experience  has  taught  me  to  pay 
little  attention  to  theae  doleful  predictions. 

The  best  answer  which  can  be  given  to  the 
Senator  is  to  come  at  once  to  the  qnestion.  To 
state  it  in  its  plain  aud  simple  character  will  at 
once  dissipate  every  fear.  Its  deci^on  wfll  be 
attended  with  but  little  difficulty,  because  it 
involves  no  new  principles ;  and  as  to  its  im- 
portance as  a  precedent,  we  shall  .-probably 
never  hear  of  it  a^n,  after  the  adniiasifm  of 
Michigan  into  Union. 

"Wlat,  then,  is  tiie  qnesUon  ?  On  fhia  snl^ect 
oar  memories  vonld  seem  to  be  strangely  in 
&nlt.  We  cannot  recollect  from  one  session  to 
the  other.  I  wish  to  recall  the  attention  of 
Senators  to  the  fact.  It  was  deemed  of  great 
importance  at  the  last  session  to  obt^n  the. 
consent  of  Michigan  to  the  settlement  of  the 
boundary  between  her  and  Ohio.  To  accom- 
plif)h'this  purpose  was  then  of  so  much  conse- 
quence, in  our  opinion,  that  we  offered  to 
Midiigan  a  large  terriU)ry  on  her  northern 
boundary,  as  a  compensation  for  what  she 
slioold  yield  to  Ohio  on  the  south;  and  we 
made  bar  acceptance  of  tius  offer  a  condition 
nreoedent  of  her  admission  into  the  Union, 
we  then  bdieved,  and  I  still  believe,  that  this 
was  the  only  mode  of  setttinj;  forever  the  dis- 
pnted  boundary  between  Ohio  and  Kiohigan, 
which  has  already  involved  ns  in  so  many  oiffi- 
onltiea,  llireatening  bloodshed  and  civil  war  on 
tliat  frontier.  This  was  then  deemed  the  only 
mode  of  obtaitung  an  abeolnte  relinquishment 
of  all  claim,  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan, to  ^e  territoK  in  dispute  with  Ohio.  It 
became  my  duty  at  the  last  session  to  investi- 
gate this  subject  thoroughly ;  aud  I  had  many 
coi^erenc^  upon  it  with  then  cburmcui  of 
the  Judiciary  Oommittee.  (Mr.  Clayton) — a 
nun  of  88  dear  a  head  and  as  honest  a  heart  as 
ever  adorned  this  cham1»r.  I  am  li^^ty  to 
state  tbat^  althoagh  to  oonenrred  in  opii^on 
that  Micniffin  had  no  right  to  this  territory 
under  the  compact  of  1787,  yet  we  also  believed 
that  the  cmly  mode  of  patting  the  qnestion  at 
rest  fbrerar  was  to  obt^n  her  o^  solemn 
recognition  of  ihe  right  of  Ohio.  For  this 
very  purpose,  the  third  section  was  inserted 
in  the  act  of  the  last  season,  declaring  "that, 
as  a  compliance  with  the  fundamental  condition 
of  admission  "  into  the  Union,  the  bonudaries 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  as  we  then  estab- 
lished them,  "sh^l  receive  the  assent  of  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  elected  by  the  people  of 
sud  State,  for  me  sole  purpose  of  giving  the 
assent  herein  required." 

Shan  we  now,  after  Michigan  has  givrnx  this 
■asent  in  the  terms  prescribed,  reluse  her  from 
this  oliaiga&mt  Snail  we  now  strike  oat  the  1 
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preamble  by  which  we  recognize  the  validitj 
and  binding  effect  of  the  assent  ^ven  by  the 
last  convention  of  del^ates,  and  thus  throw 
the  boundary  question  again  open?  Shall  we 
undo  all  we  have  done  with  so  much  care  at 
the  last  session,  and  admit  ^ch^an  into  the 
Union  as  though  we^had  never  required  from 
her  any  assent  to  this  condition  f  I  trust  not. 
And  here  permit  me  to  express  my  astonish- 
ment that  uiQ  Senators  from  Ohio  should  both 
advocate  this  course.  I  have  no  right  to  judge 
for  them,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  they  are  wUI- 
ing  to  abandon  the  only  security  which  we  have 
against  a  repetition  of  the  scenes  which  we 
have  already  witnessed  on  the  frontiers  of  Ohio 
and  Michigan. 

To  show  that  my  fears  are  not  vun,  let  me 
present  the  state  in  which  this  qnestion  will  be 
plaoe^  in  case  we  do  not  adopt  the  preamble. 
I  think  I  may  assert,  with  perfect  safety,  that 
there  are  ninety-nine  citizens  of  Michigan  out 
of  every  hundred  who  firmly  believe  tnat  the 
ordinance  of  1787  fixes  irrevocably  the  southern 
boxmdary  of  that  State.  If  this  were  its  cor- 
rect construction,  it  will  not  be  denied  by  any 
that  no  human  power  can  change  it  without 
the  consent  of  t^e  people  of  Michigan.  This 
ordinance,  which  is  confirmed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  to  use  its  own  lan- 
guage, is  a  compact  between  the  original  States 
and  the  people  and  States  in  the  said  Territory, 
and  most  forever  remain  nnalteraUe,  nnless  by 
common  oonsent  Hmce  the  vast  uoportance 
of  obtaining  the  consent  of  Michigan  to  the 
proposed  <^aDge  in  her  boundary.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  ordinance  under  which  she  claims 
the  disputed  territory  is  as  follows:  "Pro- 
vided, however,  and  it  is  further  nnderstood 
and  declared,  that  the  boundaries  of  these  three 
States  (Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois)  shall  be 
subject  BO  far  to  be  altered  that,  if  Congress 
shall  hereafter  find  it  expedient,  they  shall 
have  authority  to  form  one  or  two  States  in 
that  part  of  said  territory  which  lies  north  of 
an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the  south- 
erly bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan."  Mich- 
igan contends  that  Congress  having  deter- 
mined to  form  two  States  north  of  this  line,  the 
ordinance  makes  it  irrevocably  her  aontuern 
boundarf.  Some  of  tiie  most  distin^ished 
men  in  the  country,  we  know,  are  of  this  opin- 
ion. Can  any  Senator,  therefore;  believe  for  a 
moment  that,  if  we  now  leave  this  qnestion 
unsettled,  it  will  never  be  tried  by  Michigan  ? 
Can  we  believe  that  she  will  acquiesce  in  a 
deci^on  of  Congress  which  a  vast  majority  of 
her  people  believe  to  have  beenut^ustt  lie- 
lease  her  from  the  assent  which  she  has  given 
to  the  settlement  of  this  qnestion,  and  then  it 
remains  as  open  as  it  ever  was.  The  point, 
then,  to  be  decided  is,  whether  the  ordinance 
does  fix  her  southern  boundary  or  not  Admit- 
ting it  did,  it  is  manifest  that  the  act  of  Con- 
gress repealing  it,  aud  ^ving  the  territoiy  in 
dispute  to  Ohio,  would  be  a  violation  of  its 
proTinons^  and  thus  become  s  dead  letter. 
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Tes,  sir,  the  consent  of  Michigan  is  all-import- 
ant to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  TJoion ;  and 
now,  when  we  have  obtained  It,  shall  we  cast 
it  away  by  rejecting  this  preamble !  That  ia  the 
question  which  I  f£aU  now  prooeod  to  discuss. 

Why,  then,  ihoald  we  ngieot  tiiis  preamble, 
which  will  forever  terminate  Uie  dispute  be- 
tween these  two  States?  Because,  s^s  the 
Senator  fbom  Soath  Oarolina,  Qb.  Oaluottn,) 
this  convention  of  delegates,  elected  by  the 
people  of  Hichigan,  was  not  authorized  by  a 
previous  act  of  their  State  L^slatnre,  and 
therefore  tlieir  proceedings  are  a  nnllitrr.  It  is 
revolutionary,  it  is  dangerous  in  itself  to  our 
rights  and  liberties,  and  still  more  dangerous 
as  a  precedent  for  future  cases.  If  this  be 
true,  the  people  of  Michigan  are  in  a  most  on- 
fortunate  position.  At  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, if  we  had  attempted  to  insert  in  the  bill 
a  provision  to  make  the  previous  act  of  "the 
Legislature  necessary,  it  would  then  have  been 
opposed  as  a  revcdntiomiiy  measure.  It  would 
have  teen  demonstrated  by  Senators  tluA  the 
L^slature  of  Michigan  was  an  nnanthorized 
assembly,  possessing  no  le^timato  powers ;  tliat 
it  was  a  body  which  we  had  never  recognized ; 
and,  therefore,  we  could  refier  nothing  to  its 
decision.  In  making  these  assertions,!  speak 
from  the  record. 

It  appears  from  the  journals  that,  on  Uie 
36th  of  January  last,  the  Vice  President  com- 
municated to  the  Senate  "  the  memorial  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan,"  on  the  sulgect  of  their  right 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union.   On  the  motion 

Mr.  Hendricks,  this  memorial  was  referred, 
aocoimianied  by  a  declaration  "  that  the  Senate 
regard  the  same  in  no  other  light  than  as  the 
Twuntory  act  of  private  individnals."  Ur. 
Bugles  moved  to  strike  out  this  declaration ; 
and,  on  the  yeas  and  nays,  his  motion  was  re- 
jected by  a  vote  of  80  to  12.  Thus  tiie  Senate 
then  solemnly  determined  that  tiie  Lc«lslatnre 
of  Michigan  was  a  mere  assembly  of  private 
individuals ;  and  yet  now  we  are  told  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,) 
that,  because  this  very  Legislature  did  not  pass  an 
act  to  authorize  the  holding  of  the  convention, 
all  "its  proceedings  are  void  and  revolutionaiy. 
How  will  he  reconcile  this  inconsistency  t 
Truly,  the  people  ot  Michigan  are  in  a  deplor- 
able condition.  They  cannot  avoid  the  wnirl- 
pool  of  Scylla  witiiont  being  enfralfad  in  Cha- 
ry bdis.  At  tiie  last  sesrion,  th3r  Le^slataia 
was  ia  mere  lawless  assembly;  bnt  now  they 
are  so  omnipotent  that  the  sovereign  people  of 
the  State  cannot  elect  delegates  to  a  convention 
without  their  previous  authority.  Let  us  pro- 
ceed one  step  further  with  our  evidence  from 
the  record.  The  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  when  first  reported 
by  the  committee,  provided  that  the  assent  to 
the  boundaries  of  the  State,  required  by  the 
third  section,  should  he  given  by  their  Senators 
and  Bepreaentative  in  Congres^  and  by  the 
LegislatuTe of  the  State.  Ispeakfhnn  memory,  | 
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but  I  feel  confident  I  am  correoL  It  wonid 
have  been  a  vtdn  attempt  to  support  this  pro- 
vision in  the  face  of  the  vote  of  the  Senate  to 
which  I  have  referred.  What,  sir,  refer  to  a 
body  whom  we  had  solemnly  declared  was 
composed  merely  <tf  private  individnals  the 
qnestibn  of  assent  to  a  condition  far  the  purpose 
of  binding  the  soverdgn  people  of  MIohigam  I 
This  woud  have  been  as  absurd  as  it  was 
inconustent  We  should  then  have  been  UAd 
that  there  was  no  mode  of  escaping  this  diffi- 
culty bnt  by  at  onoe  dispensing  with  every  in- 
termediate Menoy^  and  referring  the  qoestioa 
directly  to  the  original  source  pow»>,  the 
people  of  Michigan  in  their  primary  c^wdty. 
This  was  done,  and  that,  too,  by  a  nnanimons 
vote  of  the  Senate.  On  the  1st  of  April  last, 
Mr.  Wright  moved  to  strike  out  the  proTisioa 
to  which  I  have  referred,  and  to  insert  in  its 
stead  that  tiie  assent  required  should  be  ^ven  by 
"  a  convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the  pe<i|Ae 
of  the  said  State  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giraig 
tiie  assent  her^  rMnired."  Eveir  Senador 
then  in  his  place  voted  for  this  amenoment,  aai 
by  his  vote  decided  that  it  was  proper  to  submit 
the  question  to  dd^tes  elected  by  the  people 
in  their  primary  capacity.  It  was  thus  nnjim- 
monsly  incorporated  into  the  law. 

How  does  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Oalhodn)  now  attempt  to  evade  the  force 
of  this  argnment  t  He  cannot  contend  that  the 
act  of  Congress  refers  to  any  action  of  the  State 
L^slature  as  being  necessary  to  the  call  of  this 
convention.  If  he  did,  the  act  itself  would 
stare  him  full  in  the  face. 

\Mt.  Calhoun  here  explained.  He  said  he 
would  not  here  argue  the  question  whether 
Congress  meant  to  make  a  previous  act  of  the 
State  Legislature  necessary ;  but  if  it  did  not, 
the  act  of  CongTMS  would  itself  be  nnc(mstitu- 
tional,  because  we  had  rec(^nized  Michigan  as 
a  Stat^  and  Oongress  have  no  right  to  call  a 
convention  In  a  ^te.] 

Mr.  Btjohakan  resumed.  I  did  not 
understand  the  Senator.  He  contended  that 
the  act  of  Confess  calling  such  a  convention 
was  unconstitutional ;  and  to  establish  bis  prop- 
osition he  s^d  that  Congress,  under  the  federal 
constitution,  could  only  call  a  convention  upon 
the  Implication  of  the  Legislatures  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  several  States. 

Does  the  Senator  mem  seriously  to  contend 
that  the  ftiere  proposition  made  by  Congress  to 
the  people  ox  Michigan,  for  the  purpose  d 
obtiuning  their  assent  to  a  change  of  bonndaiy, 
is  a  convention  called  under  the  antiuni^  of 
Congress  within  a  State  9  Such  an  argument 
would  be  a  perverrion  of  terms.  If  j<m  make 
propositions  to  any  foreign  power,  and  sn^^est 
that  their  willingness  to  accept  tiiem  may  be 
ascertained  by  a  convention  of  delegates  elected 
by  the  people,  how  can  this  be  construed  into 
a  convention  called  by  your  own  sovereign 
authority  t  No,  sir ;  tiiis  was  a  mere  offer,  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  oi  the  Umted 
States,  to  make  a  bargaia  with  the  pe(^  of 
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IGdiigiui.  It  presDppoaes  a  perfect  eqaality,  in 
this  reqtect,  bistween  the  liarties.  Th^  had 
the  same  right  to  refuse  tnot  we  had  to  offer. 
Ther  may  Tolnntarily  consent  to  joixx  tenna, 
as  they  have  done  in  this  case,  and  then  it 
becomes  a  contract  which  cannot  afterwards  be 
violated ;  but  if  they  had  dissented,  the  nego- 
tiation would  have  been  at  an  end.  This  is 
what  the  Senator  denominates  a  convention 
called  bj  Ck)ngre3s  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Hichigan.  Sorely  no  further  argument 
on  this  point  of  the  case  con  he  necessary. 

Congress  might  have  proposed  to  Uicbigan 
that  the  question  shonld  be  decided  at  the 
polls,  by  a  vote  of  the  people.  It  was  better, 
however,  to  snbmit  it  to  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates, becaose  they  could  deliberate.  This  was 
emphatically  to  be  the  act  of  the  people  in 
their  sovereign  catutcity.  It  was  a  question 
whether  they  should  be  received  as  a  member 
into  oar  great  iiamily  of  nations  upon  the  terms 
which  we  had  proposed.  It  was  to  be  the 
establishment  of  new  political  relations  of  the 
most  important  character,  affecting  them  and 
their  children  for  many  generations.  It  was  a 
G^uestion  over  which,  under  their  own  constitu- 
tion, their  servants,  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature, had  no  control.  To  what  other  tribunal 
conld  we  so  properly  have  referred  this  ques- 
tion, as  to  that  of  a  convention  of  delegates 
elected  by  the  people  ? 

There  can,  then,  be  no  olfjeotion  to  the  act 
of  Congress,  unless  it  be  that  the  people  ore 
not  competent,  in  the  very  nature  of  thmgs,  to 
nre  the  assent  required,  without  the  interven- 
tion of  tite  L^^ture.  But  this  would  be  to 
condemn  the  conduct  of  our  ancestors.  It 
would  be  at  war  with  the  most  glorious  events 
of  our  own  history.  Besides,  the  very  condaot 
of  the  people  of  Michigan,  npon  this  occasion, 
disproves  the  position.  There  was  no  tumul- 
tuous and  lawless  rising  up  of  tlie  people 
aguuEt  a  settled  form  of  government,  as  one 
might  suppose,  judging  from  the  arguments 
upon  this  floor. 

They  conducted  the  election  with  regularity 
and  order,  according  to  the  established  laws 
and  usages  of  the  State. 

Hear  what  General  Williams,  Ihe  premdent  of 
the  convention,  says  upon  the  sucyeot,  in  his 
conunnmcatton  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States :  "  The  convention,"  says  he,  "  originated 
through  primary  meetings  of  the  citizens  of 
the  several  counties,  in  ample  time  to  afford 
notice  to  the  whole  State.  Pursuant  thereto, 
the  elections,  kept  open  for  two  days,  on  the 
6th  and  6th  instant,  (December,)  have  been 
held  in  all  the  counfies  except  Uonroe  and 
Kacomh.  These  elections  were  fair  and  open, 
and  conducted  in  all  respects  as  our  other 
elections,  and  the  returns  mode  to  the  county 
boards,  and  canvassed  as  prescribed  by  the 
laws  of  the  late  Territory  of  Hichigan  in  t&mi- 
lar  cases.  The  result  has  been  a  decided  ex- 
pression of  the  voice  of  a  majority  of  the 
pei^le,  qipro^tory  of  the  reaolotion  enclosed." 
Vol*  XHL— 8 


Is  there  any  doubt  of  this  "  decided  expres- 
rion  of  the  voice  of  the  m^oritr  of  the  peo- 
ple! "  Can  any  Senator  upon  mis  floor  qiua- 
tion  it?  Has  there  been  a  single  memorial, 
or  even  a  single  private  letter  produced,  calling 
it  in  question  ?  Nay,  more :  has  a  single  vtncQ 
been  raised  in  Michigan  against  entering  the 
Union  on  the  terms  proposed !  Not  one,  to  oar 
knowledge. 

If  it  were  necessary  to  place  the  claims  of 
Michigan  upon  other  grounds,  it  might  he  done 
with  great  force.  Suppose  we  were  to  admit 
that  their  proceedings  had  been  irregular,  ought 
that  to  exclude  her  m>m  the  Union  t  On  this 
subject  we  ought  to  act  like  statesmen  aoqudnt* 
ed  with  the  history  of  our  own  county.  Wo 
ought  not  to  apply  the  rigid  rules  of  abstract 
poUtic^  science  too  rigorously  to  such  oases. 
It  has  been  our  practice  heretofore  to  treat  our 
infant  Territories  with  paternal  care,,  to  nurse 
them  witii  kindness,  and,  when  they  had  attain- 
ed the  age  of  manhood,  to  admit  them  into  the 
family  without  requiring  from  them  a  rigid  ad- 
herence to  forms.  The  great  qnestions  to  be 
demded  are,  do  they  cont^n  a  sufficient  popu- 
lation !  have  they  adopted  a  republican  consti- 
tution !  and  are  tiiey  willing  to  enter  the  Union 
upon  tiie  terms  which  we  propose  ?  If  so,  all 
toe  pveliininory  proceedings  have  been  consid- 
ered hut  mere  forms,  which  we  have  waived 
in  repeated  instances.  They  are  but  the  sc^- 
folding  of  the  bailding,  which  is  of  no  fbrther 
use  after  the  edifice  w  oomplete.  We  have 
pursued  this  course  in  regard  to  Tennessee,  to 
Arkansas,  and  even  to  Michigan.  TSo  Senator 
will  pretend  that  their  Territorial  Legislatures 
had  any  right  whatever  to  pass  laws  enabling 
the  people  to  elect  delegates  to  a  convention 
for  t^e  purpose  of  forming  a  State  constitution. 
It  was  on  act  of  usurpation  on  their  part.  And 
yet  we  have  in  all  these  instances  waived  this 
objection,  and  approved  the  constitution  thus 
formed.  We  have  admitted  Tennessee  and 
Arkansas  into  the  Union,  notwithstanding  this 
objection ;  and  I  tmst  we  shall  pursue  a  similar 
course  towards  Michigan,  especially  as  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  her  people  have  as- 
sented to  our  terms  of  admission. 

The  case  of  Missouri  was  a  very  strong  one. 
Congress  agreed  to  admit  her  into  the  Union 
upon  the  condition  that  her  Legislature  should 
substantially  change  a  provision  in  her  consti- 
tution touching  a  very  delicate  subject  Under 
her  constitution  the  Legislature  had  no  power- 
to  make  this  change ;  nor  could  it  have  heea- 
efFected  without  a  long  and  troublesome  process- 
But  Congress  cut  the  gordian  knot  at  once,  and' 
agreed  to  accept  the  engagement  of  the  Legis- 
lature as  the  voice  of  the  people.  We  have- 
never  had  any  oooaaion  to  regret  this  disregard! 
of  forms. 

I  now  come,  Mr.  Presidentk^to  ^ak  upon- 
suli^ects  concerning  which  I  shoula  gladly  be- 
zant. The  interud  concerns  of  the  States, 
should  never  bo  introduced  npon  this  floor  when 
It  can  be  avoided ;  but  the  Senators  from  South. 
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Garolioa  (Ht.  Calhotih)  and  Ohio  (Mr.  Mobbib) 
have  thought  diflferendy,  and  hare  rendered  it 
necessary  for  me  to  make  Bome  obserrations  in 

'^^^t,  then,  I  would  ask,  what  posaible  con- 
nection can  he  imaged  between  the  conduct 
of  the  Senatorial  electors  of  Uaryland,  who 
refiued  to  execute  a  tmst  for  which  they  were 
eleeted,  and  that  of  the  people  of  Michigan, 
who  chose  delegate  to  a  convention  npon  the 
express  invitatioa  of  on  act  of  Oongress! 
The  Maryland  electors  refused  to  perform  their 
dnty  under  the  State  constitution;  bat  tlie 
people  of  Michigan  did  give  their  assent  to  the 
conaition  which  we  had  prescribed  to  them, 
mi  upon  which  alone  they  could  enter  the 
Union.  There  is  as  great  a  difference  between 
the  two  cases  as  "  between  a  hawk  and  a  hond- 
saw.'^  Standing  here  as  a  Senator,  I  hare  no 
right  to  pronounce  judgment  npon  the  conduct 
of  these  electors.  !biey  are  responrible  to  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  not  to  me. 

The  other  Maryland  qnestioiif  to  which  &e 
Senator  adverted,  Is  one  of  a  very  diffeient 
oharaoter.  It  invt^Tes  the  decision  of  the  im- 
portant principle  whether,  nnder  a  settled  form 
<^  constitutional  government,  the  people  have 
A  right  to  change  that  form  in  any  other  man- 
ner than  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  constitn- 
tion.  If  I  were  to  admit  that  they  did  not 
possess  this  power,  still  the>8enator  is  as  much 
of  a  revolutionist  as  myself.  He  admits  that 
if  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  had  passed  a  law 
authorizing  this  convention,  and  fixing  the  time 
and  place  of  its  meeting,  uien  its  proceedings 
wonld  have  been  regular  and  valid.  But  who 
gave  the  L^alature  of  Michigan  this  authority  ? 
IB  it  contained  in  tho  oonstitntion  of  the  State  ? 
"Diat  Is  not  pretend^  Whence,  then,  shall  we 
derive  it  t  How  does  the  Senator  'esc^e  from 
this  ^fficnlty?  Upon  his  own  principles,  it 
would  have  been  a  legislative  usurpation ;  and 
yet,  he  says,  if  the  Legislature  had  acted  first, 
the  convention  would  have  been  held  nnder 
competent  authority. 

Now,  for  my  own  part,  I  should  not  have 
objected  to  their  action.  It  might  have  been 
convenient,  it  might  have  been  proper,  for  them 
to  have  recommended  a  particmar  day  for  hold- 
ing the  election  of  dele^tes  and  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  convention.  But  it  is  manifest  that, 
as  a  source  of  power  to  the  convention,  Icgis- 
lative  action  would  have  been  absurd.  The 
oonstitnt^  of  Michigan  fixes  the  boundaries 
of  the  State.  For  this  purpose,  it  refers  to  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  lltu  <tf  January,  1805, 
establishing  the  Territory.  How  could  these 
boundaries  bechanged?  If  in  no  other  manner 
than  that  prescribed  in  the  constitution  of 
Michigan,  it  would  have  been  a  tedious  and 
tronblesome  process,  and  wonld  have  delayed, 
for  at  least  two  years,  the  admission  of  the 
State  into  the  Union.  First,  such  on  amend- 
ment mnst  have  been  sanctioned  by  a  m^jority 
of  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Bepresentatives. 
Then  it  most  have  been  published  for  three 
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months.  Afterwards  it  mnst  have  received  the 
approbation  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of  a 
Legislature  subseqnentiy  elected.  And,  after 
all  these  prerequisites,  it  must  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  a  vote  of  the  people,  for  their  ratifi- 
cation. It  was  to  avoid  these  very  difficulties 
that  the  Senate,  at  their  last  session,  adopted, 
by  a  unanimons  vote,  the  measure  which  tiie 
Senator  now  calls  revolutionary,  referred  the 
decision  of  the  question  directly  to  the  sover- 
eign people  of  Michigan  in  their  primary  edac- 
ity. Then  was  the  appropriate  moment  Ibr 
the  Senator  to  have  objected  to  this  ooune; 
that  was  the  occasion  on  which  to  convince  us 
that  this  was  an  unconstitutional  and  lawless 
proceeding.  He  suffered  the  precious  moment 
to  escape,  and  it  is  now  too  late  to  tell  the 
people  of  Michigan  that  they  shall  be  punished 
by  an  exclusion  from  the  Union,  because  they 
thought  proper  to  take  us  at  our  word.  That 
would  have  Deen  the  time  to  have  inserted  an 
amendment  in  the  bill  requiring  a  previous  act 
of  the  Legislature,  prwsribtnff  tine  mode  of 
electing  the  delegates.  Bat  the  Senator  was  then 
silent  npon  this  suliject.  There  had  then  been 
no  proceedings  in  Maryland,  such  as  he  now 
colls  revolutionary.  A  word  npon  that  sniject 
We  are  told  in  that  sacred  and  venerated 
instrument  which  first  proclaimed  the  rights  of 
man  to  the  world,  that  all  experience  hath 
shown  that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to  suffer 
while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  them- 
selves by  abolishing  tiie  forms  to  which  they 
are  accustomed."  But  suppose  the  case  of  a 
State  whose  constitution,  orinnally  good,  had, 
from  the  lapse  of  time,  and  from  tm  chon^ 
in  the  population  <^  different  portions  ctf  its 
territoiy,  become  unequal  and  u^inat.  Suppose 
this  inequality  and  i^ustioe  to  have  gtme  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  vital  principle  m  reine- 
sentative  republics  was  desfroyed,  and  that  the 
vote  of  a,  citizen  in  one  county  of  the  State  was 
eqnivalent  to  that  of  six  citizens  in  another 
coimty.  Suppose  that  an  equal  disproportion 
existed  between  taxation  and  representation, 
and  that,  under  the  organic  forms  of  the  con- 
stitution, a  minority  could  forever  control  the 
m(\Jority.  Why,  sir,'  even  under  such  circum- 
stances, I  should  bear  with  patience  whilst  hope 
remmned.  I  would  solicit,  I  would  urge  the 
minority,  I  wonld  appeal  to  their  set^  of  jus- 
tice, to  call  a  convention,  under  the  forms  of 
the  constitntion,  for  the  purpose  of  redressing 
the  grievances ;  but  if^  at  last,  I  found  they  had 
determined  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  oQ  my  entrea- 
ties, I  should  then  invoke  the  peaceaUe  aid  of 
the  people,  in  their  sovereign  capadty,  to 
remedy  these  evils.  The^  are  the  source  of 
all  power ;  they  are  the  rightful  authors  of  oil 
constitutions.  They  are  not  forever  to  bo 
shackled  by  their  own  servants,  and  compelled 
to  submit  to  evils  such  as  I  have  described,  by 
the  refusal  of  their  own  Legislature  to  pass  a 
law  for  holding  a  convention.  Whoever  denies 
this  position,  condemns  tho  principles  of  the 
deoluation  of  independenoe  and  of  the  Ameri- 
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can  Kevolntion.  There  ia  not  one  of  the  old 
thirteen  States  whose  Govemnient  was  not 
called  into  existence  npon  these  very  princi- 
ples. It  is  now  too  late  in  the  day,  in  onr 
favored  land,  to  contend  that  the  people  cannot 
change  their  forms  of  government  at  pleasnre. 
The  glorloaa  experiment  which  we  are  trying 
in  this  country  would  prove  a  total  failure,  if 
we  shot^d  now  decide  that  the  people,  in  no 
dtaation,  and  under  no  drconutancea,  can  hold 
a  oonrention  without  the  previons  ecmsrait  of 
Iheir  own  legialatore.  It  is  not  province 
to  say  whether  the  prc^>er  time  for  this  peaceful 
action  of  the  sovereign  people,  in  their  primary 
capacity,  has  yet  arrived,  or  will  ever  arrive, 
in  Maryland.  That  question  may  safely  be  left 
to  them ;  but  I  feel,  no  terrors,  my  fancy  con- 
lures  up  no  spectres  from  such  doctrines  as  I 
have  advanced. 

Ifr.  Bbntos  said :  Nominally,  and  upon  re- 
cord, this  is  a  Michigan  question — a  question  to 
admit  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union ;  in 
fact  and  in  substance,  it  is  now  converted  into 
a  Pennsylvania  and  a  Maryland  question,  to 
arrest  or  paralyze  the  proceedings  agunst  the 
United  States  Bank  charter  in  the  former,  and 
to  arrest  or  paralyze  the  prooee^n^  in  fovor 
of  a  oonvention  in  the  latter.  This  is  the  form 
given  to  it  yesterday  by  the  movement  of  the 
Senators  from  South  Carolina  and  Ohio,  (Mr. 
OALHOinr  and  Mr.  Monnis ;)  so  that  little  Michi- 
gan, wMch  had  seemed  to  be  the  subject  of  dis- 
cossion  before  the  Senate,  was  suddenly  found 
to  be  nothing  but  the  tail  to  the  kite,  dangling 
in  the  air  befow,  while  all  eyes  were  fixed  upon 
the  imposing  apparition  of  the  two  Atlantic 
States,  rising  and  hovering  above.  In  this  way, 
the  young  Michigan  was  suddenly  eclipsed  And 
lost  dght  of;  and  the  lawless  and  revolutionary 
moremen^  as  it  was  styled,  in  Fenn^lvania, 
against  tiie  sanctity  of  a  ewtain  charter,  and 
the  lawless  and  revolntionuy  movement,  as  it 
was  stigmatized,  in  Maryland,  in  fiivor  of  a 
convention  of  the  people,  became  the  engross- 
ing theme  of  denunciation  and  vituperation. 
Greatly  did  Mr.  B.  r^oice  that  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  BtroHANAN)  had  fol- 
lowed no  part  of  this  unhappy  example ;  that 
he  had  carefiilly  eschewed  all  animadversion ; 
that  he  had  positively  refused  to  take  any  part, 
or  to  have  any  share,  in  discussing  State  meos- 
nres  here;  and  had  confined  himself  to  the 
duties  of  defence  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
novel  and  amressive  coarse  pursued  by  others. 
That  Senator^  first  care  was  to  defend  a  gentle- 
man of  his  own  State,  Mr.  Dallas,  who  had 
been  assdied  here  by  name;  and  in  that  he  had 
90'  acted  as  to  efl^  what  he  (Mr.  B.)  had 
thought  to  be  impossible :  he  had  increased  his 
high  oharacter  for  private  worth,  and  had  added 
to  exalted  opinion  entertained  of  the  good- 
ness of  his  heart ;  for  this  generous  defence 
was  volunteered  in  favor  of  one  with  whom  it 
was  not  his  fortune  to  be  on  terms  of  intimacy. 
He  showed  the  injustice  done  to  that  gentleman 
by  attrifniUng  to  nis  lettw  meanings  which  did 


not  belong  to  it,  and  drawing  inferences  as 
foreign  to  his  character  as  they  were  to  his 
writing.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  read  that  letter,  but 
not  since  it  had  been  the  subject  of  animadver- 
sion ;  and  it  might  be  that  his  knowledge  of 
the  amiable  character,  purity  of  heart  and  pur- 
pose, and  modesty  of  deportment  of  the  writer, 
had  prevented  him  from  so  scanning  his  words 
as  to  be  able  to  find  the  deep  mischief  which 
they  ooneealed ;  for  certainly  he  had  not  seen 
the  anarchical  spirit  attributed  to  it  In  many 
thin^  he  agreed  with  him,  especially  hi  that 
which  related  to  vested  rights ;  In  some  thii^pi 
he  did  not ;  but  where  he  did  not  agree,  it  was 
still  the  disagreement  which  left  unimpeaohed 
the  high  character  for  public  and  private  worth 
which  Mr.  Dallas  brought  with  him,  as  a  Sena- 
tor firom  Pennsylvania,  to  this  chamber,  and 
carried  back  with  him  from  tlus  chamber  to 
Pennsylvania. 

Mx.  B.,  with  as  much  reluctance  as  he  had 
felt  in  adverting  to  Pennsylvania  affurs,  must 
now  advert  to  the  Maryland  branch  of  this 
question.  It  seems  that  there  is  a  movement 
in  Maryland  to  organize  a  oonvention,  by  the 
inherent  and  unalienable  rights  of  the  people, 
and,  without  a  l^^dative  act^  to  alter  and 
change  the  (xmslitntion  of  the  State.'  Hie 
convention  held  in  Michigan  is  one  of  tills 
kind,  and,  therefore,  the  recwnitaon  of  an  act 
done  by  that  convention  is  resisted  on  this  floor, 
by  the  friends  of  the  anti-convention  party  in 
Maryland,  for  fear  it  may  operate  in  favor  of 
the  convention  party  in  that  State.  This  is 
the  way  that  Maryland  politics  are  lugged  into 
this  debate,  and  made  part  of  this  discussion. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  had  oft^n  seen  gentlemen  argue 
one  question  with  an  eye  to  anotherj  bu^  usu- 
ally, with  the  delica(7^  of  not  lugging  u,  by 
name,  this  other  qnestion,  whioh  had  no  pjaoe 
upon  the  reoord.  Bat  this  deUoacy  has  not 
been  observed  upon  this  occasion.  Michigan 
alone  is  in  the  reoord  befine  ua ;  yet  Pennsyl- 
vania has  been  dragged  in  by  name ;  Maryland 
has  been  dragged  in  by  name;  and  not  only 
dra^d  in,  but  made  nhe  principal  subject  of 
debate,  and  the  most  fiitious  aenunciations 
leveBed  at  a  portion  of  ^eir  citizens.  The 
advocates  for  the  Maryland  convention  are,  not 
incidentally  and  by  way  of  innuendo,  lashed  and 
scourged  here  while  lashing  and  scourging  the 
Michigan  convention,  but  they  are  singled  out, 
seized  upon,  and  dragged  forcibly  and  violently 
into  this  ohaml)er ;  and  then  denounced  in  such 
s^le  that,  no  doubt,  the  question  of  the  Mary- 
land convention  is  conndered  as  eompletdy 
crashed  by  the  force  which  assails  it  here. 
Bo  it  so,  s{ud  Mr.  B.,  If  the  people  of  sovereign 
States  are  willing  to  have  their  afilcdrs  governed 
by  denundation  here.  It  will  certiunly  be  a 
one-sided  game  on  tiiis  floor,  for  it  was  mani- 
fest that  there  was  one  party  at  least  here  who 
would  not  attack  the  impending  measures  of 
any  State,  nor  attack  the  conduct  or  motives 
of  the  citizens  tA  any  State,  in  acting  as  they 
pleased  on  what  concerned  themselves;  there 
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vaa  one  part^,  at  least,  hN«,  who  would  limit 
Uierasdres  to  the  jvst  defoooe  of  the  absHit 
and  tiie  aas^ed.  The  Maryland  oonTention 
party,  then,  is  arraigned  and  oondemned  here 
s>r  pn^KMhig  to  do  what  Uiohigan  has  done, 
and  the  act  oC  Michigan  miut  be  stamped  with 
rmrobation  1^  OoDgress,  lest  It  become  a  pre- 
cedent, HiDctioned  by  the  approbation  of  Oon- 
gnsa,  for  the  Justification  of  the  oonvention 
party  in  Haryland.  This  is  the  state  of  the 
question  before  ns ;  and  Mr.  B.  would  imme- 
diately proceed  to  vindicate,  not  by  an  argument 
of  his  own,  but  by  example,  authority,  and 
precedent^  drawn  from  our  early  history,  and 
Rom  the  writiogs  of  the  founders  of  the  republic, 
and  others  whiob  claimed  respect,  the  aet  which 
Michigan  has  done,  and  which  a  party  in  Mary- 
land proposes  to  do.  Mr.  B.  then  nad  and 
oommented  briefly  upon  several  paseaftes  from 
fhe  writings  of  Mr.  Madison,  Judge  Wilson,  of 
Pennsylvania,  General  Hamilton,  and  Judge 
Story,  in  his  Oommentarles  on  the  Constitution. 
}Si.  Madison,  speaking  of  the  all^^  defect  of 
powers  in  the  convention  of  1787,  which  fanned 
the  federal  oonstatotion,  says : 

"  Tbm  (the  members  of  the  convention)  must  have 
reflected  that,  in  all  great  changes  of  eMablished 
Goremment,  form  sought  to  give  way  to  substance ; 
that  a  rigid  adherence,  in  sada  cases  to  the  fimner, 
would  render  non^nal  and  nugatory  the  transcendent 
and  precious  right  of  the  people  to  '  abolish  or  alter 
tUs  Ooranment,  as  to  them  tAuil  seem  most  Ukdy 
to  effect  their  si^y  and  hq>pioeaa,'  dnce  it  Is  Iin- 
poaslble  for  the  peo[4e  spontaneously  and  unirersally 
to  move  in  oonoert  towards  their  otgect,  and  it  la 
therefore  essential  that  such  changes  be  instituted 
by  some  informal  and  unauthorized  propositions, 
made  by  some  petriotio  and  req>ectable  citizen,  or 
number  of  citiaenfl.  They  must  have  recollected 
that  it  was  by  this  irr^^olar  and  assumed  privily 
vS  pnqrasiiu  to  the  peo|de  plans  for  their  safety  and 
happiness,  wat  the  States  were  first  united  against 
the  danger  with  wfaicb  they  were  threatened  by  their 
an<ncnt  Government,  tliat  committees  and  Gongreeses 
were  foimed  for  concentrating  their  efibrte,  and 
defending  th^r  rights,  and  that  oonrentjons  were 
elected  in  the  several  States  for  establishing  the 
coDstitutioas  under  windi  they  are  now  goreroed. 
Kor  oouU  H  have  been  foigolten  that  no  little  ill- 
timed  scrufdes,  no  aeal  fiw  adhering  to  ordinaiy 
forms,  were  anywhere  seen,  exoqit  In  those  who 
wished  to  indulge,  under  these  masks,  their  secret 
enmity  to  ttie  BOMtaiioe  contended  tat.'^—IidaiUi^ 
Ifo.  40. 

Here,  sud  Mr.  B.,  the  anfh(nity  of  the 
people,  in  their  oririual  sovereign  capacity,  to 
abolish,  alter,  and  change,  their  form  of  govern- 
ment, u  fully  and  expressly  set  forth.  The 
wont  of  l^idative  authority  to  guide  or  direct 
them  is  directly  waived ;  and  some  patriotic 
and  respectable  citizen  or  citizens  are  looked 
to,  to  commenoe  the  informal  and  unauthorized 
PRHKMiticma  ^ich  are  to  lead  to  ft  oonventiML 
ana  to  end  in  the  ftdoption  of  fundamental 
changes. 

Such  dtizena  ore  not  ocmtidered  by  Hi,  Ali- 
son u  anarchists,  distnigaDuen,  diatorhera  of 


the  peace,  despoilers  of  property,  &c,  but  as 
pnl^o  bene&ctorB,  pn»npted  by  patriotism  to 
take  the  lead  in  a  work  of  public  good  and 
neceasity.  Mr.  B.  parfeio^ariy  noted,  and  read 
twioe  over,  the  condnding  sentenoe  itf  this 
extract  from  Mr.  Madison.  He  said  that  Ur. 
M.  was  one  of  the  most  careftil  men  in  abstain- 
ing from  personalities  and  the  imputation  of 
motives ;  but  here  was  a  keen  cut,  and  a  home 
thrust,  at  the  old  tories  <^  the  Bevolution — 
King  George  the  Third's,  men,  the  couservativra 
of  fifty  years  ago,  who  were  indulging  their 
secret  enmity  to  me  real  rights  of  ^e  people, 
under  the  mask  of  zeal  for  adhering  to  forma, 
and  conscientious  scruples  against  acting  with- 
out  authority. 

[Hr.  Benton  flnn  read  ftom  the  proeeedfaiga  itftlie 
States  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  id  the  federal  COD- 
stitntion,  that  Btate  oonatitutioiifl^  irithont  authority 
of  law,  were  of  ctnnmon  oceorrence.] 

Mr.  B.  having  shown,  from  the  opinions  of 
the  most  eminent  moo,  and  from  examples  of 
the  highest  character,  that  conventitms  were 
independent  of  8tate  l^islaUoo,  demanded  how 
it  was  that  State  Legislatures  assumed  to  have 
power  to  grant  or  withhold  them  ?  He  wished 
to  see  their  grant  for  the  ezenuse  of  this  an- 
thority)  He  wished  to  see  how  it  was  that 
th^  who  were  servants,  and  dressed  up  in  a 
little  brief  authority,  undertook  to  govem  and 
direct  the  people  in  the  exerdse  of  an  inharent 
and  onaUenable  right  f  They  could  not  get  this 
authority  from  the  people,  for  it  aasnmed  a  su- 
premacy over  the  people.  There  was  but  one 
way  to  deduce  their  title,  and  that  was  throogh 
divine  right  I  Mid  by  the  grace  of  God  I  Any 
thing  short  of  this  acknowledges  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people,  and  puts  an  end  to  the  preten- 
sion ;  so  that  a  Legislature  which  should  now 
assume  to  authorize  the  people  to  hold  a  con- 
vention, if  put  to  a  derivation  of  their  own  au- 
thority, would  have  to  adopt  the  style  of  those 
kings  of  Europe  who  hold  that  God  has  put 
the  people  into  their  care,  and  endowed  them 
with  all  aathority  tar  their  protection  and  nres- 
ervatum.  A  le^ative  advioe,  oonnsel,  or 
recommendation  to  the  people  to  hold  a  con- 
vention, aod  an  appropnation  of  money  to  de- 
fray its  expenses,  is  certainly  a  coDvenienoe, 
but  it  is  not  a  prwequinte ;  and  conventions  to 
change  tibe  form  of  Government  may  be  held 
by  the  people  when  they  please;  taking  care 
to  submit  uieir  work  to  a  direct  vote  of  the 
people  themselves,  or  to  a  new  convention 
elected  for  the  express  purpose  of  appsoval  or 
rf^eotion,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ;  ood  thus  making 
sure  of  the  approbation  of  a  minority  of  the 
people  before  uie  new  constitution  is  pnt  in 
force. 

Mr,  B.  had  now  finished  his  view  of 
qnoBtitm.  and  would  make  a  brief  flv^oatirai 
of  the  whole  to  the  case  of  Michigan.  The  peo- 
ple there  had  held  a  convention,  bj^  their  own 
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power,  to  accept  a  fdndamental  condition  of 
their  admisnoiL  into  the  Unitnu  They  have 
acoepted  tlie  eonditkm ;  and  tibe  o^eotioa  is, 
that  the  conTenti<Hi  waa  a  lawless  and  revdn- 
tionaiy  mob,  and  that  law  ought  to  he  made  to 
snppresB  and  pomsh  snoh  aasemblages  In  fiitare. 
Ifir.  6.  would  hdd  a  propositi^  for  sach  a  law 
to  be  the  qninteasenee  not  of  European,  bnt  of 
Anatio  despotism ;  and  snre  he  waa,  it  woald 
receive  no  countenance  hy  the.  vote  of  this 
chamber.  In  saying  this,  he  spo&e  npon  a  re- 
collection of  the  put,  as  well  as  npon  a  view 
of  the  present.  At  the  last  sesnon  of  Congress 
all  this  denundation  of  lawless  and  revolution- 
ary mobs  had  been  lavished  upon  the  conven- 
tion both  of  Arkansas  and  Michigan,  because, 
being  Territories,  thej  had  held  conventions, 
and  framed  constitntiona,  without  the  antiior- 
Ib-  of  OoQgresa.  Onr  answers  to  these  demra- 
cutions  were  the  same  that  we  give  now, 
namely:  1.  That  they  had  a  right  to  do  so 
without  our  authority,  and  all  that  we  conld  re- 
quire was,  that  they  should  send  us  their  consti- 
Uitiona,  that  we  mi^t  see  they  were  republican ; 
and,  2.  That  these  Territories  hod  several  times 
applied  to  Oongress  for  an  act  to  regnlate  the 
hiol^g  of  their  conventions,  which  were  always 
refased  by  the  political  party  which  then  heid 
the  supremacy  in  this  cnaml>er;  and  that  to 
refuse  them  an  act  to  regulate  the  holding  of  a 
convention,  when  they  asked  for  it,  and  then 
to  denounce  them  for  holding  a  convention 
without  law,  was  unreasonable  and  oontradic- 
torj,  and  sntijected  onrselvea  to  the  reproach 
both  of  ii^nslioe  and  Inconustenoy.  These 
were  our  answers  then ;  and  we  added:  that 
those  who  denounced  the  Arkansas  and  Mitdii- 
gan  conventions  for  lawless  and  revolationary 
^l0b8,  would  find  themselves  tinsapported  by 
the  vote  of  the  Senate ;  which  tamed  ont  to  be 
the  fact,  for  the  negative  vote  was  exceedingly 
small :  and  Mr,  B.  would  add,  that  the  reralt 
would  be  the  same  now ;  and  that,  after  all  tlus 
denunciation  of  the  convention  in  Michigan, 
the  convention  party  in  Maryland,  and  liie  dis- 
organizing party  in  Pennsylvania,  the  vote 
would  be  abont  as  it  was  at  the  last  session, 
exceedingly  small,  and  entirely  too  inconsider- 
aUe  to  ipve  any  oonntenance  to  their  denmuna- 
ti<ms. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  exm^sdng  the  hme  that 
the  Senate  would  not  adjourn  nntil  it  mildied 
this  questicm.  It  was  due  to  Pennsylvania  and 
Haryland  that  we  should  stop  a  debate  in  which 
their  concerns  were  improperly  introduced ;  and 
it  was  due  to  Michigan  herself  that  she  should 
be  relieved  from  this  attendance  at  our  doors. 
She  has  been  debarred  of  her  rights  for  years ; 
fihe  is  a  State,  if  not  a  State  of  the  confederacy ; 
she  has  a  right  to  be  admitted ;  and  the  admis- 
sion of  a  State  is  a  question  of  that  dignity  to 
b©  entiUed,  not  only  to  a  speedy  decision,  but 
to  a  preference  over  all  other  questions  until  it 
was  decided.  He  repeiUed,  wbat  he  had  u&A 
some  days  befor^  that  he  had  oome  wltii  hto 
oloak  to  oamp  w  this  floor  until  the  vote  was 


[SnUTiL 

taken;  and,  that  being  his  idea  of  what  all 
ought  to  do,  he  would  not  oonsome  time  by 
^teaking. 


Wbdnbsdxt,  January  4. 
Admiaium  <if  MiMgan. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  fiirther  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  for  the  admisnon  of  Miohif^ 
into  the  Union ;  the  qnestion  being  on  t^e  mo* 
tion  of  Mr.  Mobbis  to  amendvthe  bill. 

Mr.  Batasd  said:  In  my  opinion,  dr,  the 
present  bill  involves  a  monstrous  politioal  her- 
esy, and  ^ves  its  sanction  by  implication  to  a 
doctrine  which  would  subvert  all  regular  gov- 
ernment. It  is  true,  sir,  that  np<m  its  face  were 
is  nothing  exceptionable,  but  yon  oannot  strip 
it  cf  its  contemporaneous  &otB,  you  cannot  blot 
ftom  the  page  of  history  its  oonootoitant  eir- 
camstancee.  The  Message  of  the  Prerident  and 
other  docoments  are  now  matters  of  record. 
What,  then,  nr,  is  the  case  before  nst  Not  a 
siuf^e  insulated  act  but  a  matter  whidi,  in  the 
web  of  human  amurs,  involves  consequences 
which  cannot  be  trammelled  up.  The  effect, 
sir,  of  to-day  becomes  the  cause  of  to-morrow, 
and  it  behooves  us  to  look  warily  to  the  princi- 
ples which  we  establish.  The  case  Is  simply 
this :  the  people  of  a  part  of  Michigan  Terri- 
tory, without  wfutlDg  for  a  previous  act  of  Con- 
gress assigning  the  boundaries  bf  their  State, 
and  anthorizli:^  the  formation  of  a  constitution 
and  State  Govenmunt,  undertook,  mi  tiie  11th 
May,  1885,  to  ftwm  a  constitution  and  State  Gov- 
ernment, uid  ^iplled  fbr  admisdon  into  the  ITnimi 
at  tiie  last  session.  Ocmgress  passed  an  act  on  the 
15th  June,  1886,  accepting,  ratifying,  and  eon- 
firming,  the  constitution  and  State  Government, 
bnt  provided,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  her  ad- 
mission, that  tiie  assent  of  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates, chosen  by  the  ^ple,  should  be  given  to 
the  boundaries  prescribed  in  the  act  I  say,  dr, 
the  people  of  a  part  of  Miobigan  Territory  un- 
dertook to  do  this,  because,  at  that  time,  Mioh- 
i^  Territory  embraced  not  only  the  peninsula 
of  Miohig»i,  bnt  the  whole  of  the  present  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconnn,  and  contained  within  its 
linUta  177,000  sqaare  miles,  w  neatly  three 
times  the  area  of  the  great  State  of  ^Hii^iiift. 
The  peninsula  of  Miohigan,  whi(^  had  pre- 
viously formed  a  part  of  IndUna  Territcwy,  ms 
separated  from  that  Territory  and  established 
as  an  independent  one  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  llt^  Jannary,  1805.  Subseqnentiy  to 
this  period,  Indiana  in  the  mean  time  having 
been  formed  into  a  State,  an  act  of  Congress 
was  passed,  (on  the  18th  April,  1818,)  author^ 
izing  the  formation  of  a  constitution  and  State 
Government  for  Ulinois,  and  the  Tth  section  of 
that  act  added  to  the  peninsula  of  Michigan  the 
rest  of  the  North-western  Territory,  comprising 
the  present  "Wisconsin  Territory,  which  it  de- 
clared should  be  attached  to,  and  made  part  at, 
Michigan  Territory,  subject,  however,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  Oon^was  aooording  to  the  ri^ 
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reeeryed  in  the  6th  articla  of  the  ordinanoe  of 
Joly  18,  I78r. 

"When  the  immense  territory  on  the  north  of 
tiie  Ohio  Elver,  formerly  called  the  North-west- 
ern Territory,  was  ceded  to  the  United  States 
by  Yii^inia,  the  fith  article  of  the  ordinance  of 
the  18th  July,  1787,  which  was  declared  to  be 
a  compact  between  the  or^nal  States  and  the 
people  and  States  of  the  sua  Territory*  provided 
that  it  dionld  be  divided  into  not  lees  than  three 
nor  nuffa  than  five  States,  and  proceeded  to 
parcel  it  out  into  three  St^es,  whose  boanda- 
lies  it  fixed,  with  the  express  provision,  how- 
ever, that  those  bonndaries  mieht  be  altered, 
and  that  Congress  should  have  ^e  authority  to 
form  <aie  or  two  States  in  that  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory which  lies  north  of  on  east  and  west  line 
drawn  through  the  southerly  bend  or  extreme 
of  Lake  Michigan.   At  first,  this  whole  region 
of  country  passed  under  one  name,  that  of  "  the 
Territory  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,"  and 
was  subject  to  a  single  Territorial  Government. 
In  the  year  1800,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
7th  Uay,  it  was  divided  into  two  parts,  for  the 
puTpoee  of  temporary  government,  by  a  line 
pegumuig  at  the  Ohio,  tmd  opposite  the  mouth 
of  the  Kentucky  Biver,  and  running  thence  to 
Fort  Becovery,  and  thence  north  imtH  it  inter- 
sected the  territorial  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada.   That  portion  of  it  which 
lay  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  division  line  re- 
tuned  the  name  of  tlie  Territory  north-west  of 
the  river  Ohio,  and  that  on  the  western  side  of 
the  line  was  called  Indiana  Territory.  The  pen- 
insnla  of  Kichigan  was  thus  divided  between 
these  two  Territorial  Governments.  When,  sub- 
sequentiy,  in  the  year  1802,  the  State  of  Ohio 
wak  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  80th  April, 
in  that  year,  aathorized  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  Qovamnent,  and  the  boundaries  of 
that  State  were  established,  the  balance  of  the 
Territory  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  that  is 
to  ea^j  the  other  portion  of  the  peninsula  of 
IDchim  was  attached  to  Indiana  Territory. 
Bj  aiCitoi  Congress  of  the  11th  January,  1805, 
tiua  Territory  of  Indiana  was  again  divided,  and 
the  peninsula  of  Michigan  established  as  a  sep- 
arate Territory.    From  the  year  180S,  then, 
nntJl  the  year  1818,  the  Territorial  GU)vernmeDt 
of  Michigan  extended  only  over  the  peninsula 
of  that  name.   'When,  however,  in  the  latter 
year,  by  act  of  Congress  of  the  18tb  April,  Illi- 
nois was  aathorized  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  Government,  and  the  boundaries  of  that 
State  were  established  as  they  bad  been  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,  by  the  act  of  April  10, 1816, 
the  remiUning  portion  of  the  old  North-western 
Territory  was  added  to  the  peninaula  of  Midi- 
uan,  and  the  wh<^e  stAjei^  to  one  Territorial 
Govwnment.  This  immenae  r^on  of  comitry, 
oov^g  an  area  of  177,000  square  miles,  was 
subject,  however,  by  the  express  provision  of 
the  ordinance  of  the  18th  July,  1787,  to  be 
formed  by  the  authority  of  Congress  into  one 
or  two  States.  Bucb,  nr,  was  the  state  of  things 
when  the  iuhabitanta  of  the  peaiusula  of  Michi- 
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gan,  disregarding  this  authority  of  Congress, 
undertook  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Gov- 
ernment for  themselves.  The  preamble  to  their 
constitution  is  in  these  words :  "  We,  the  peo- 

Ele  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  as  established 
y  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  11th  of  January, 
1605,  do  agree,"  &c. ;  which  description  em- 
braced only  the  inhabitants  of  the  peninsola  of 
Michigan,  which  had,  as  has  been  stated,  in  the 
first  instance,  been  made  a  separate  Territory 
by  that  act  of  Congress.  In  doing  so,  these 
people  professed  to  act  in  conformity  with  the 
ordmanoe  ot  July,  1787,  and  to  derive  th^ 
anthority  from  that  ordinance ;  whidi,  as  has 
been  seen,  expressly  reserves  to  Congress  the 
right  to  fohn  one  or  two  States  iu  the  Territory 
88  it  then  existed.   As  both  Coneress  and  tlie 
inhabitants  of  that  peninsula  could  not  have  the 
same  right,  it  is  perfectly  dear  that  the  act  of 
those  people  was  unwarranted  by  any  providon 
of  law,  and  a  mere  nullity.  .This  was  the  view 
taken  of  the  subject  at  Uie  time  of  their  appli- 
cation to  Congress  at  the  last  session,  and  hence, 
sir,  the  resolution  of  tibe  26th  of  Jannary,  18S6, 
referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Fennsylnnia, 
(Mr.  BuoHAHAN,)  "  that  the  Senate  recnrd  the 
memorial  pnrporting  to  be  from  the  State  of 
^bhigan  in  no  other  li^t  than  as  a  volnntary 
act  of  private  individuals."  But,  sir,  consent 
takes  away  error,  and  Congress  thought  proper, 
at  a  subsequent  period,  by  the  act  of  the  15th 
June,  1886,  to  accept,  ratify,  and  confirm,  the 
constitution  and  State  Government  which  had 
been  formed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  penin- 
sula, with  this  proviso,  however,  that  the  limits 
of  the  State  should  embrace  not  merely  the  pen- 
insula, but  likewise  a  region  of  counbT'  lying 
on  the  north-west  of  Lake  Uiohigan ;  thus  adding 
to  the  proposed  new  State  both  territory  and 
population,  and  requiring,  as  a  condition  prece> 
dent  to  her  admission  into  the  UnioiL  that  the 
assoit  of  a  convention  of  delegates  chosen  1^ 
the  people  diould  be  pvea  to  the  bonndaries 
prescribed  in  the  act.   The  dmple  question, 
then,  would  seem  to  be  whether  tnis  condition 
has  been  complied  with.   Cbngress,  not  doubt- 
ing but  that  such  assent  womd  be  oheerftdly 
and  prompUy  givert,  further  provided  that,  as 
soon  as  such  assent  shoold  be  given,  the  Pru- 
dent should  announce  the  fact  by  proclamation, 
and  '*  that,  thereupon,  and  without  any  farther 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  Congress,  the  admis- 
sion of  the  said  State  into  the  Union,  as  one  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  on  an  equal  fbot- 
iiig  with  the  original  States  in  all  respects 
whatever,  shall  be  omisidered  complete,  and 
the  Senators  and  BepresentatiTe  who  have 
been  elected  by  the  aaid  State,  as  its  represent- 
atives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stt^es,  shall 
be  entitled  to  take  their  seats  in  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Kepresentatives,  reapeotiTely,  without 
fhrther  delay." 

It  is  thusseen,  sir,  that  not  only  the  fact  of  assent 
is  provided  for,  but  also  the  evidence  by  which 
that  fact  is  to  be  established.  It  is  dear  that 
the  Pre^dent  is  made  the  judge  of  that  fiwt,  and 
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that  he  migLt  have  boaud  the  United  States  at 
least  by  his  proclamation.  We  coold  not  have 
controTerted  the  fact,  and  the  Senators  from 
Michigan  might  have  taken  their  seats  on  this 
floor.  But,  rir,  dthoogh  the  President  might 
have  assumed  tliis  responsibility,  he  ha&  at 
toast,  in  this  instance,  wisely  abstained  from 
trampling  on  the  law  and  constitation.  I  can- 
not see  how  it  was  possible  for  him,  under  the 
droumstances  of  this  ease,  to  have  dedared  that 
a  convention  of  delegates,  chosen  by  the  people 
of  Michigan,  had  given  its  assent  to  the  boun- 
daries prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress.  What- 
ever may  have  been  his  motive  for  this  course, 
no  proclamation  has  been  issned,  but  the  whole 
matter  is  referred  to  Congress  by  his  Message 
of  the  27th  of  December,  1886.  By  that  Mes- 
sage and  the  accompanying  doomnents  it  ap- 
pears that  a  convention  of  delegates  assembled 
on  tne  26th  of  September,  1836,  at  Ann  Arbo^ 
in  fonformity  with  an  act  of  the  L^ri&latnre  of 
the  State  of  Michinn,  passed  on  the  2Sth  of 
Jn]^,  1836,  and  roscuv^"  that  this  convention 
cannot  give  their  assent  to  Qie  proposition  con- 
tained in  said  proviso ;  but  the  same  is  hereby 
rejected."  By  the  same  Message  and  docu- 
ments, it  further  appears  that  another  conven- 
tion of  delegates  assembled  on  the  14th  of  De- 
cember, 1886,  at  Ann  Arbor,  without  any  pre- 
vious law  of  the  Le^lature  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  but  which  originated  from  the  reso- 
lutions and  proceedings  of  primaiy  meetings  of 
the  citizens  in  the  several  counties,  which  as- 
sumed to  be  a  convention  of  delates  chosen 
by  the  people  in  compliance  with  the  act  of 
Congress^  and  this  convention  gave  its  assent  to 
the  condition.  As  the  case  stands,  the  ^ple 
question  is,  whether  the  condition  has  been 
complied  with ;  or,  in  other  words,  has  a  con- 
venuoa  of  delegates,  chosen  by  the  people,  given 
Its  assent  f  The  act  which  we  have  now  under 
conuderation,  in  itapreamble,  declares  that  such 
assent  has  been  given  iu  compliance  with  the 
law. 

It  naust  be  recollected  that,  at  the  time  of 
forming  this  constitution,  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan w&B  composed,  as  I  have  stated,  of  the 
whole  of  the  remaining  portion  of  the  ]!^orth- 
westem  Territory,  embracing  the  present  state 
of  Michigan  and  the  Wisconsin  Territory,  and 
covering  an  area  of  177,000  square  miles ;  that 
the  pnunsnia  of  2GohIean  had  been  aaUeoted 
to  a  separate  Territorial  Government  by  tine  act 
of  the  11th  January,  1805,  and  had  so  continued 
np  to  the  year  1818,  when,  on  the  creation  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  the  balance  of  the  North- 
westani  Territory  had  been  incorporated  with 
it.  The  people  of  the  peninsola  of  Michigan 
wi^i^  to  form  themselves  into  a  State,  instead 
of  describing  themselves  as  inhabitants  of  the 
peninsula,  in  terms  adopted  an  equivalent  form 
of  expression,  namely :  "  We,  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  as  established  by  the  act 
of  the  11th  January,  1805,"  which  was  precisely 
thepeninsnla  of  Michigan. 

TSaa  is  nothing  more  than  a  description  of  the 


people  who  proposed  t6  form  themselves  into  a 
free  and  independent  State,  as  contradistin- 
guished from  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  then 
existing  Territory  of  Michigan.  It  is  the  nat- 
ural and  proper  mode  of  describing  a  peoide  or 
nation,  namely,  by  the  place  or  coontiT  of  their 
'  residence ;  bat  it  does  not  import  any  Imiitation 
of  boundaries,  any  more  than  the  phrase  "  We,, 
the  people  of  the  tTnited  States,"  in  the  pream- 
ble to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^ 
limits  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States  to 
those  which  existed  at  the  time  of  its  adoption. 
If  it  were  otherwise,  how  came  we  at  this  mo- 
ment to  possess  the  immense  region  on  the 
western  side  of  the  Missisfdppi,  or  how  came 
we  to  possess  Florida?  It  is  very  nnnsual  and 
unnecessary  to  settle  boundaries  in  the  consti- 
tution, and  I  qnestion  whether  there  are  more 
than  half  a  dozen  cases  to  be  found  among  the 
differ^t  States  (tf  this  Union.  In  the  cases  of 
Ohio,  In^ana,  and  Illinois,  ft  became  necessarr 
to  do  BO,  because  Hhe  act  of  Congress  whlui 
authorized  the  formation  of  their  respective 
constitutions,  reqnired  that  it  should  be  done. 

The  word  State  has  a  double  meaning :  in  the 
one,  it  indicates  tiie  people  who  compose  the 
community,  in  the  other  the  territory  inhabited 
by  them.  In  forming  a  constitution  it  is  the 
people  who  form  themselves  into  a  sovereign 
State,  and  their  identity  would  be  the  same, 
whether  they  continued  to  occupy  the  same 
territory  or  not.  The  reference,  by  waj'  of  de- 
scription, to  the  region  of  country  they  mhabit, 
is  no  more  of  the  essence  of  the  compact  than 
a  description  of  an  individnal  in  a  deed,  as  A  B, 
of  tiie  District  of  Columbia,  would  be  of  the 
essence  of  his  contract  requiiliig  that  he  should 
in  an  time  to  come,  reside  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  in  order  to  avdl  himself  of  its  pro- 
visions. |3ut,  sir,  there  is  another  and  a  con^ 
elusive  answer  to  this  objection ;  which  is,  that 
the  inhabitants  not  having  possessed  the  right 
at  all,  in  the  first  instance,  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  Government,  the  same  is  binding 
and  valid  only  so  far  as  it  was  ratified  by  the 
act  of  Congress  of  June  16, 1836 ;  and  that  act 
having  refused  to  confine  the  new  State  to  the 
peninsula  of  Michigan,  but  having  required  th  at 
it  should  embrace  a  region  of  country  on  the 
north-western  side  of  the  lake,  it  follows  that  if 
it  wefe  true  that  the  preamble  established  the 
boundaries  of  the  State,  it  was  in  that  particu- 
lar vacated  by  the  act  of  Congress.  For  it  must 
be  recollected  that  the  ordinance  of  1787  gave 
to  Congress  the  right  to  erect  one  or  two  States 
in  the  then  existing  Territory  of  Michigan, 
which  was  the  rem^ing  portion  of  the  old 
North-western  Territory.  Tne  result,  sir,  then, 
is  fhis :  that  to  call  a  convention  to  express  its 
assent  to  the  boundaries  established  by  Con- 
gress, is  not  to  call  a  convention  to  amend  or 
alter  the  constitation,  since  the  constitation, 
neither  in  point  of  fact,  nor  in  point  of  law,  estab- 
Ushed  any  boundaries ;  and,  consequently,  that 
the  enlargement  or  diminution  of  its  territory 
became  a  matter  of  ordinary  leglslstioOj  a  power 


DliBATJIS  OF  GONGfi£S& 

JAmmiom'fiifMkklgm. 


Digitized  by  Google 


88 


ABBIDOHENT  OF  THB 


Sbuzb.] 


[JmABT,  1887. 


vhioh  is  vxsnSaai.  erery  d^r  hj  tbe  Legisla- 
tares  of  Um  T«spectiTe  States,  In  cessi<»s  made 
b7  them  to  the  United  States. 

Bat  if  it  be  trae  that  the  enlargement  or 
diminntiMi  ot  the  territory  is  a  matter  of  ordi- 
nary le^^^tion  where  the  bomidaries  are  not 
fixed  by  the  oonstitatioD,  a  fortiori,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of*  ordinary  legislation  to  call  a  oonvention 
to  eolaive  or  dimimsh  the  territory,  where  the 
duty  to  ao  so  is  imposed  by  competent  anthor- 
itj*  The  right  of  a  Legislatare  to  call  a  con- 
vention  at  any  time  must  depend  on  the  consti- 
tution of  the  State ;  and  tiie  powers  of  the  con- 
vention, whm  oaDed,  will  depend  on  the  pro- 
visioDs  of  the  law  onder  whtoh  it  Is  assembled ; 
beoBose  t^e  people,  in  voting  for  saoh  a  oonven- 
tion,  cannot  DO  understood  to  invest  it  with  any 
other  power  tiian  that  which  they  have  pre- 
vioosly  agreed  it  should  have  in  the  passage  of 
the  law  to  which  they  have,  through  their  Leg- 
islatore,  ^ven  dther  their  express  or  implied 
consent.  The  people  are  the  source  of  all 
power.  When  assembled  in  a  state  of  nature, 
lege  aolutut^  in  their  sovereign  of^aoity,  their 

rwer  is  without  any  practical  limitation.  It 
the  whole  will  of  the  community,  sustained 
by  its  whole  force.  Bat,  as  they  cannot  meet 
M  nam  yrJuea  spread  over  a  large  conntey,  re- 
course is  bad  to  the  prindple  of  represent^on ; 
and,  when  the  Bovcffeign  power  is  delegated,  a 
ooBStftotiiMi  beoomea  necessary  in  order  to  limit 
the  powers  granted.  If  the  whole  l^idative 
power  were  delegated,  without  restriction,  then 
the  Legislature,  who  are  the  depositaries  of 
that  power,  would  possess  it  in  as  absolute  a 
degree  as  that  in  which  it  belonged  to  the 
whole  community,  assembled  in  its  sovereign 
capadty ;  that  is,  without  any  practical  limita- 
tion. The  constitution  of  a  Stato  is  not,  there- 
fore, generally  a  mere  grant  of  power  to  a  par- 
ticular body ;  it  does  not  consist  in  an  enumer- 
ation of  certfdn  powers  which  are  granted,  but 
vesting  at  once  the  whole  lej^alative  power  in 
a  particular  body,  it  prov^ea  for  Ihoitatious  on 
its  exerdse,  Henoe  the  neoesaity  for  of 
ri^ts  and  reservations  in  fitvor  of  indi^duid 
liberty  and  securitr;  henoe  the  provi^ons  in 
relation  to  trial  by  jury,  to  the  power  of  arrest, 
to  tiie  habeas  corpus,  to  freedom  of  conscience 
in  religious  matters,  and  freedom  from  unrea- 
aonable  seizures  and  searches ;  hence  the  neces- 
sity of  guarding  the  existence  of  the  executive 
and  Juditnal  powers  by  constitutional  proviMon, 
which  might  otherwise  be  absorbed  by  the  leg- 
islative power.  All  this  results  from  the  very 
nature  of  legislative  power,  which,  whether  it 
resides  in  the  whole  community  or  is  delu;ated 
by  tihat  oommnnitT  to  i  particular  bo^,  is 
wiUtont  practical  limitation  other  than  that 
provided  for  in  the  constitution  of  the  sodety. 
And  herein,  sir,  consists  Uie  great  and  essentaal 
difference  between  the  constitution  of  a  State 
and  ttie  constitution  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. The  first  has  all  the  powers  that  are 
not  prohibited,  the  latter  has  no  powers  but 
those  which  are  granted.  Tbe  prim^le  la  all- 


important  in  the  oonstmctitm  of  the  two  Instm- 
mants.  The  Federal  Oovemment  is  aae  ot 
enumerated  powers.  There  Is  no  general 
gation  of  the  whole  legislative  power  of  &e 
communify,  restrained  merely  by  exceptions 
and  limitations ;  but  the  delegation  is  of  "  aQ 
legislative  powers  therein  granted."  It  is  true 
that  the  same  language  might  be  used  in  a  Stabb 
constitution,  and,  in  such  case,  would  reqnire 
the  same  construction.  But  when,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  constitotion  of  IGohigan,  it  is  de- 
clared that  "the  legislative  power  shall  be 
vested  in  a  Senate  and  Hoose  Bepresent»* 
tives,?  it  is  the  legidative  power  of  the  whoia 
oommunity,  and  has  no  practioal  limitation  but 
what  is  to  be  fbnnd  in  other  parts  ot  the  eoa- 
stitution.  I  mean,  of  course,  as  a  role  of  con- 
struotion  growing  out  of  its  own  provisions. 
There  is^  also,  as  respects  the  States  of  4his 
Union,  another  limitation,  namely,  the  Consti- 
totion of  the  United  States.  But  the  principle 
is  the  same,  for  tbe  Oonstitotion  of  the  United 
States,  having  recdved  the  assent  of  the  same 
people,  m^  he  considered  as  incorporated  with, 
and  forming,  for  the  purpose  of  constmction,  « 
part  of  the  Stato  oonstitotion,  in  the  limitaticnia 
it  imposes  on  the  exercise  of  Stato  sovereignly. 
Aa  it  g^ipean,  then,  that  the  ol^eot  of  oaluig  a 
conventual  in  Michigan  was  not  to  amend  or 
alter  ihe  ooiutitiiti<«t,  bat  to  i^ve  its  asaeEDt  to 
what  the  legislative  power  ndgfat  ttadf  haro 
assented  to,  namely,  uie  enlargement  of  ita  ter- 
ritory, it  follows  that  the  power  to  call  sucli 
a  convention  is  a  mere  act  of  ordinary  lemsla- 
tion,  and  the  duty  having  been  imposed  by 
Congress  to  do  so,  it  was  the  business  and  right 
of  the  Leg^slatore  of  that  Stato  to  perform  that 
doty.  It  was  tbe  duty  and  right  of  the  Legis- 
latore  of  Michigan  to  call  the  convention,  W 
cause  the  people  of  Michigan,  when  they  formed 
their  constitution,  declared  that  the  Legislature 
alone  should  possess  the  right  of  expressing  and 
binding  the  public  will  in  matters  ot  o/mnarj 
l^^slwon,  upon  the  querfion  whether  a  oon- 
ventlon  should  be  callea,  the  time  and  ^aoe  of 
ita  asBonbling,  the  mode  of  ita  dection,  the 
qualification  of  its  electors,  no  portion  oi  the 
communis  had  the  right  to  dicti^  to  any  other 
portion ;  nor  could  the  will  of  the  communis 
be  ascertdned  on  those  points  in  any  othw 
mode  than  that  agreed  upon  in  the  constitotion. 
And  why,  sir?  Because  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan had  previously  agreed,  each  man  with  each 
and  every  other,  when  they  adopted  their  oon- 
stitotion, that  tbe  Legislatare  should  be  the 
exponents  of  the  pubhc  will  in  such  a  case. 
That  any  porticm  of  the  community,  be  it  great 
or  small,  should  call  itself  tibe  peome^  and  afibet 
to  express  and  bind  the  puUio  will,  under  such 
circumstances,  is  a  fraud  upon  the  lif^ts  of 
every  man  in  it,  and  a  gross  and  manifest  infrac- 
tion of  the  social  compact  into  which  he  entered 
when  he  agreed,  with  others,  to  form  a  sover- 
eign State,  and  delegate  tiie  l^^isla^TC  power  to 
a  partdcolar  body.  I  say,  then,  sir,  wiuiout  the 
fear  of  oontradiotionf  that  whoi  the  peo^e 
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themselTes,  who  oannot  act  in  mass,  delate  to 
thdr  representatives,  l)j  their  constitiitioD,  the 
lei^datiTe  power  of  the  cnumanitj^  each  and 
eveiy  man  oS  fhem  parts  with  the  n^^t  to  ex- 
press and  Und  the  pnhlio  wUl  In  anr  other 
mode  than  through  tbeir  Legialature,  m  rela- 
HoB  to  matters  fUling  within  the  scope  of  that 
power.  Sach  is  the  compact,  and  it  is  thej 
themselves  who  establish  it 

Hr.  Bbowv  said :  The  admission  of  Michigan 
as  a  member  of  tiie  Union  had  been  resisted 
mainlv  by  those  who  oppose  it  on  the  ground 
that  she  is,  at  this  time,  a  sovereign  Stat«,  and 
that  the  convention  which  assembled  in  Decem- 
ber last^  and  gave  its  assent  to  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  the  act  of  thelaat  seanonof  Ooogress, 
was  not  oaUed  into  helna  hr  a  law  o(  the  Leg- 
Sdatore  erf  Uichigan,  and  is  matron  to  be  oon- 
sidered  as  irregular  and  revolutionaij  in  its 
nature,  by  assnming  to  act  without  such  an- 
tbority.  Ha  tbonght  it  required  bnt  a  very 
dight  examination  of  the  subject  for  them  to 
arrive  at  the  oondosion  that,  on  all  qoestions 
of  legislation  by  Congress  tonbhing  her  condi- 
tion, she  is  to  be  contemplated  and  regarded  as 
ft  Territory  and  not  as  a  State,  Not  having 
complied  with  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress 
passed  at  the  last  sesnon  for  her  admission  into 
the  TTnion^  she  is  not  a  confederate  State.  If 
she  exists,  then,  as  a  State  at  all,  it  must  be  in 
the  character  or  a  foreign  and  independent  sov- 
ereignty. To  ina.fafatlii  a  doctrine  bo  ahaord  as 
Has  WBBj  and  so  ntteriy  SDhrerdre  of  the  an- 
tbor^  or  the  Goieral  Gtoremment  over  its  ter- 
ritoiT,  its  advoeatea  most,  of  necessity,  be  driven 
to  amnit  the  ri^t  of  the  pet^le  a  Territory 
to  throw  off  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment withoat  its  consent,  and  to  establish  an 
indf^Mndent  Qovemment  at  their  own  will  and 
pleasare.  Whether  a  State  may  rightfnlly  se- 
cede from  tiie  Union  or  not,  is  a  question  about 
which  tlte  ablest  statesmen  have  differed ;  bnt 
that  3  Territory,  having  in  itself  no  sovereignty, 
may  riglitfolly  withdraw  from  the  oothority  of 
the  FM«raL  Qovemment,  (unless  by  that  right 
aoqnired  by  snccessfal  revolution,)  is  a  proposi- 
tum  so  dlsOTganizing  in  its  tendency  as  to  find 
scarcely  ft  fdngle  advocate.  ItistroetiiatlOeh- 
igan  haa,  for  some  time  past,  ezmdsed  thepow- 
ers  of  ft  State,  preparatory  to  her  admisdon  Into 
the  UfticH),  whidi  were  simply  permisrive,  and 
not  by  virtue  of  any  ri^ts  she  nad  as  a  State, 
inde^ident  of  the  anthority  d  the  Ooieral 
Qovemment.  She  la,  then,  far  all  sraetical 
purposes,  to  be  regarded  in  our  l^slation  as 
still  remaining  in  her  territorial  condition.  If 
this  opinion  be  correct,  then  the  sanctuary  of 
State  rights,  for  which  so  many  apprehensicHis 
have  Ijeen  expressed,  will  not  be  invaded  by 
our  rec<^izing  the  acts  of  the  late  convention, 

S'ring  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Michigan  to 
e  terma  pn^Kwed  by  the  act  of  Oongress. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  had 
a^ed  to  show  that  the  leg^datiTB  branek  of  a 
Government  was  to  be  regarded  as  the  deposi- 
tory of  the  pnblic  wfll,  and  that  in  the  States 


all  power  not  prohibited  by  their  constitntions 
mient  1A  exercised  by  thdr  Legidatnres ;  and 
dednees,  as  a  consequence  from  the  principles 
which  he  contended  fw,  that  the  assembling  of 
a  conventiqn  in  Michigan,  without  authmily 
from  her  Legislature,  was  irregular  and  of  rev- 
olutionary tend^c^.  This  doctrine,  sud  Mr. 
B.,  was,  in  his  opuuon,  radically  wrong,  and 
had  led  to  many  of  the'  erroneous  oonclnsions 
which  had  characterized  the  present  discussion. 
The  legislative  branch  of  a  State  Gk)vemment 
was  to  be  considered  the  depository  of  the  pub- 
lic will  of  the  people,  represented  by  it  only  for 
certain  purposes,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  pow- 
ers conferred  on  It  by  the  constitution  under 
which  it  acted.  AU  other  powers  resided  in 
tiw  grMit  body  ct  the  people,  in  which  exto 
the  ultimate  anlliority  ana  sovereignty  of  a 
State.  The  constituted  authorities  of  a  State, 
no,  not  even  a  eonventitm  itsellj  possess  no  in- 
herent power  of  eoverdgnty,  and  each  are  but 
the  mere  agents  of  the  people,  who  constitute 
the  sovereignty.  It  is  therefore  derogating 
rather  too  muui  from  this  power  of  the  peopte 
of  a  State  to  claim  for  their  Legidature  the 
right  to  direct  them  when  and  how  they  shall 
proceed  to  assemble  in  convention.  It  stripe 
the  sovereign  power  of  one  of  its  highest  and 
most  powerful  attiibntea,  and  leaves  it  at  the 
will  of  the  agent  created  by  it  to  decide  when 
it  may  rightrally  exercise  that  power.  In  some 
of  the  States  we  power  is  expready  giren  to 
their  I<egialatures  to  dedde  when  a  convention 
shall  be  called,  and  to  prtMde  for  the  manner 
of  calling  the  same.  TUs^  of  ooorse.  Is  a  restric- 
tion by  tiie  people  of  those  States,  imposed  by 
themselves,  on  their  original  right  to  assemble 
in  convention  through  the  instrumentality  of 
primary  assemblies,  and  which  they  are  consti- 
tntionidly  bound  to  observe,  Bnt  no  such  re- 
striction can  be  alleged  as  existing  in  the  con- 
stitution of  Michigan  to  prevent  her  people  from 
assembling,  in  convention  spontaneously,  for  the 

Eurpose  (X  expressing  her  willingness  to  come 
ito  the  Union  on  the  terms  proposed  by  Oon- 
gress. Her  oonstitntion  points  oat  tiie  manner 
m  which  fhture  amendments  to  that  instrumoit 
are  to  be  made ;  bnt  no  mode  is  prescribed  by 
it  as  to  the  manner  in  which  her  people  are  to 
assemUe  in  convention  for  the  purpose  of  being 
admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  As  her 
people  never  have  conferred  on  any  of  berpab- 
lio  ranctionariee  this  power,  it,  of  course,  re- 
mains among  them,  as  belon^g  to  that  daaa 
of  residuary  powers  with  which  she  has  never 
parted.  Ear,  s^d  Mr.  B.,  this  reasoning  be 
correct,  the  people  of  Ifichigan  have  rightnilly 
exercued  the  power  of  calling  a  convention 
through  their  primary  assemblies — a  right  con- 
secrated by  the  principles  of  the  Bevolution, 
and  from  tiie  exercise  of  which  some  of  the  <dd- 
est,  if  not  the  wisest,  State  ocmstitatlMia  had 
sprung  into  existence.  In  determining  this 
question,  he  thoiu^t  it  theirdaty,  as  statesmen, 
to  diseneumber  it  of  mere  qnestiona  of  form, 
and  to  asoertdn  substantially  what  was  the  will 
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(tf  the  people  of  lOdiigaa  in  raferenoe  to  th^ 
sdmiBuon  into  the  UniuL  All  the  ftots  before 
th«n  went  to  prove,  moet  oondnnvt^,  that  it 
was  not  only  the  will  of  a  minority  of  them  to 
obtain  admission  into  the  Utdon,  bat  th&t  there 
was  almost  entire  unanimity  of  sentiment  among 
her  citizens  in  favor  of  it.  Had  a  single  remon- 
strance been  presented  from  any  part  of  that 
Territory  agdnst  the  proceeding  of  her  con- 
ventioa?  ^o,  not  a  single  voice  bad  been 
heard  from  that  quarter  opposed  to  it  Her 
citizens,  therefore,  conld  not  feel  otherwise 
tlian  greaUy  indebted  to  titose  who  had  come 
forward  as  her  goardians  here  to  protect  her 
from  the  dire  calamities  of  being  admitted  to  a 
wtioipation  of  the  ben^ts  ol  our  happj  Union  1 
Jor  himself  he  had  always  been  taught  to  con- 
sider it  ^  a  measure  of  no  ordinary  ftdvanta^^ 
to  the  people  of  a  Territory  to  be  raised  from  a 
state  of  territorial  dependence  to  the  elevated 
eondition  of  a  sovereign  State  of  onr  confeder- 
acy. If  we  were  about  to  do  an  act  whidi 
might  operate  to  restrain  the  privil^es  of  her 
people,  then  it  wonjd  behoove  ns  to  constme 
etrictiy  the  powers  under  which  wo  act.  While 
the  rule  of  construction  which  he  had  just  laid 
down  was  applicable  to  such  a  case  as  tiie  one 
adverted  to,  the  opposite  rule  of  giving  a  liberal 
interpretation  to  onr  powerg  was  equally  obli- 
g^ry  where  the  object  was  to  enlarge  the 
privil^^  of  the  citizen.  In  other  wo^  he 
considered  it  to  be  not  only  a  safls  role  in  prao- 
tioe,  fant  one  demanded  by  our  free  institnticnu, 
{n  deciding  on  questions  in  whioh  the  rigbta  of 
the  <^tazen  are  involved,  whether  in  courts  of 
Justice  or  l^dalave  bodies,  to  eive  a  construc- 
tion to  the  power  under  which  they  act  that 
will  nUii&r  f^vor  than  abridge  the  ri^ts. 

l£r.  IfiLBs  said  he  had  witnessed  the  course 
this  debate  had  taken  with  some  sun)rise; 
great  prinraples  had  been  drawn  into  discus- 
don,  not  necessarily  belonging  to  the  subject, 
and  sentiments  expressed,  and  doctrines  main- 
tained, which  he  had  heard  with  no  am^  de- 
gree of  astonishment  and  regret;  he  could 
hardly  realize  that  he  was  in  the  American 
Senate,  and  at  this  enlightened  period  when 
tiie  manciples  of  ft«e  Oovemments  were  snp- 
posed  to  be  well  understood  and  well  settira. 
In  view  of  what  he  had  witnessed  in  this  de- 
bate, he  felt  it  his  duty  to  allude  to  a  fact  which, 
whether  agreeable  to  hear  or  not,  he  believed 
ought  not  to  be  entirely  overloolced.  Sir,  sud 
Mr.  N.,  for  some  years,  past  the  American  Sen- 
ate, the  moet  important  branch  of  this  Govem- 
mentf  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  L^alatare, 
and  possessing  a  portion  of  the  exeoutive  and 
judicial  authority,  has  not  enjoyed  the  .confi- 
dence of  the  people  of  the  United  Stetes ;  and 
he  feared,  gr^itiy  feared,  that  what  had  taken 
place  on  the  bill  before  us  was  not  calculated  to 
mcrease  or  strengtiien  the  public  confidence. 
Are  we  to  be  told  that  the  people  have  decided 
inoon^erately,  rashly,  and  ni^nstiy?  This 
will  not  do.  Unless  be  was  entirely  mistaken,  : 
the  principles  whioh  had  been  asserted,  and  the  : 
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'  doctrines  that  had  been  so  strannously  znidD- 
tained,  would  be  received  with  some  astonish- 
ment by  the  pec^le  of  this  conntiT. 
The  question  before  the  Senate  he  regarded  a 

very  simple  one ;  it  was  really  a  question  of  iicts ; 
merely,  whether  the  condition  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  last  session,  providing  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan  into  the  Umtm,  had  been 
complied  with.  In  considering  this  question, 
gentlemen  had  gone  into  the  firat  prinohiles  of 
government,  and  made  what  here^rdeda  bold 
attack  on  popular  power,  on  the  fundamental 
principle  of  popular  sovereignty,  which  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  all  our  ioBtitations.  These 
doctrines  were  rather  antiquated ;  they  belong- 
ed to  the  school  of  the  restoration  in  En^and, 
and  the  political  writings  of  Sir  Robert  Fil- 
more ;  they  were  the  present  doctzines  of  the 
coDservataves  in  dl  the  Governments  in  Eivop^ 
of  the  advocates  of  arbitrary  power,  and  of 
existing  abuses,  howevar  flagrant.  Bat  in  this 
country  it  was  not  necessary  to  trace  tiiem  so 
far;  it  was  not  necessary  to  go  back  beyond 
the  memorable  period  of  '98 ;  they  were  the 
doctrines  of  that  day,  of  the  period  in  our  po- 
litical history  which  has  been  appropriately 
called  the  "  reign  of  terror."  Is  it  supposed 
that  the  principles  and  spirit  of  '98  and  '99  can  be 
revived  t  Is  it  supposed  that,  instead  of  having 
advanced,  we  have  retrograded  in  political  in- 
telligence, and  in  a  Just  understanoii^  of  the 
principles  of  free  government? 

What  were  the  doctrines  of  that  day — the 
doctrines  to  which  the  alien  and  sedition  laws, 
and  otiier  kindred  measures,  owed  their  origin  ? 
He  would  refer  gentlemen  to  them,  and  the 
speeches  by  which  they  were  attempted  to  be 
maintdned.  The  speeches  we  have  heard  aro 
of  the  same  character,  maintaining  the  same 
principles  and  breathing  the  same  spirit ;  bat 
it  wiU  be  no  disparagement  to  any  one  who  baa 
taken  part  in  this  debate  to  say,  that  the  here- 
sies of  that  day  have  not  been  defended  with 
more  spirit  or  ability  now  than  they  were  thrau 
Then  tiieir  advocates  were  able,  experienced, 
talented,  distinguished,  and  iUustrioos  men; 
one  of  them  bearing  an  intimate  relation  to  the 
Senator  from  Delaware.  They  put  forth  their 
whole  Btreuffth,  and  staked  their  all,  politically 
— ^the  ascoidency  of  their  party  and  their  indi- 
vidual prospects — on  the  support  of  the  same 
doctrines  we  have  heard  mentioned  on  these 
occasions.  But  they  failed,  and  the  cause  of 
democracy  Mumphed. 

And  what  were  those  doctrines?  They  were,, 
that  the  ^ople  could  not  be  trusted ;  that  the^ 
were  their  own  worst  enemies;  that  all  the 
disorders,  real  or  ima^nary,  that  prevailed, 
were  attributable  to  a  wild  spirit  of  democracy 
— ^to  popular  frenzy.  An  honest  but  fearless 
expression  of  opinion,  concerning  men  and 
measures,  was  denoun<»d  as  a  spint  of  insub- 
ordination, disoTvaidzation,  and  rank  jacobin- 
ism. A  distinguished  leader  of  that  party,  now 
no  more,  belonging  to  a  neighboring  State  to 
lus  own,  a  g^ited  son  of  genios,  a  1»rfiliant  atar 
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in  the  cooBtellation  of  that  daj,  whose  impos- 
sioned,  fervid,  and  glowing  eloquence  has  never 
been  aarpassed  in  the  haUs  of  Congress,  declared 
what  were  the  evils  and  the  remeaj.  I  allude, 
said  lir.  K.,  to  Fisher  Ames.  Ee  declared  that 
the  disease  which  threatened  general  and  uni- 
versal rain  to  onr  instltotions  and  our  fature 
prospects  was  rooted  deep ;  that  it  had  found 
Its  way  into  the  very  hearts  of  the  people. 
This  disease  was  democracy;  it  was  the  will 
and  sovereignty  of  the  peqile.  "  It  was  not 
that  the  skin  was  blistereOf  bnt  thdr  very  bones 
were  carious."  Yes,  the  people  were  corrupt 
even  to  their  bones.  In  nis  fertile  and  vivid 
imagination,  he  conjured  np  and  predicted 

freaXei  evils  for  his  country,  which  were  to 
ow  from  this  wild  spirit  of  democracy,  than 
have  been  portrayed  on  the  present  occasion. 
His  country  was  to  be  visited  with  all  the  hor- 
rors of  the  French  revolution ;  anarchy,  con- 
fusion, and  bloodshed,  were  to  desolate  the  land ; 
and,  in  the  federal  vi^ons  of  that  day,  the 
ghosts  of  Robespierre,  Banton,  and  Marat,  were 
seen  flitting  throi^h  our  atmosphere.  The  dis- 
ease of  that  period  was  democrat^ ;  the  people 
"wen  sud  to  oe  riidng  up  to  overthrow  the  Gov- 
ernment and  destnor  those  noble  inatitaUons 
which  they  themselves  had  established.  And 
it  was  the  sXm  of  those  in  authority  to  put 
down  that  wild  ^irit  of  democracy  by  the 
etroug  arm  of  power,  and  to  muntiun  their  au- 
thority^ not  tlurongh  the  public  will,  and  as  an 
emanation  from  it,  bnt  in  opposition  to  it — in 
defiance  of  it.  It  was  for  this  purpose  that  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws  were  passed.  And  why 
is  it,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  these  laws,  and  particu- 
larly the  latter,  have  become  a  stench  in  the 
nostrils  of  the  people ;  and  Uiat  fur  nearly  forty 
years  they  have  borne  the  stamp  of  universal 
reprobation  upon  their  face — the  deep  and  in- 
delible stamp  of  infamy,  which  wUl  go  down 
to  the  latest  posterity,  or  as  long  as  mere  is  a 
fflngle  spark  of  liber^  in  the  hearts  of  tlie 
American  people  t  Is  the  execration  in  which 
those  laws  are  held  to  be  chaived  to  their  being 
nnconstitutional !  Far  troifi  It.  A  large  por- 
tion of  the  leg^^ation  of  Congress  has  been 
chained  with  being  in  violation  of  the  constlta- 
tion ;  and  the  alien  and  sedition  acts  were  de- 
clared to  be  constitutional,  not  only  by  Congress, 
but  by  the  Executive  and  Judiciary.  No ;  the 
infiuny  wluoh  has  attached  to  those  obnoxious 
acts  did  not  proceed  from  their  being  unconsti- 
tutional, whether  they  are  so  or  not.  The  peo- 
ple do  not  form  opinions  so  unreasonably  or 
n^ioatly.  Tfe  must  look  for  the  caose  ^  op- 
probriom  to  a  diflbrent  sonrce— the  trae  char- 
acter and  design  of  those  laws.  They  were 
regarded  as  s  premeditated  and  big^-handed 
attack  upon  popular  power ;  a  deadly  blow  at 
the  sovereignty  of  t^e  people ;  a  bold  and  dar- 
ing attempt  to  overthrow  the  public  will,  to 
put  down  the  popular  opinion,  and  to  rale  the 
country  regardiess  of  it.  They  were  consider- 
ed as  an  attempt  to  change  the  very  element 
of  the  Oovemment,  which  is  founded  on  pnblio 


opinion,  and  convert  it  into  a  Government  of 

force. 

But  that  great  scheme  failed ;  and  are  its  ex- 
ploded, reprobated  doctrines  now  to  be  revived  ? 
Are  we  now  to  be  told  that  there  is  no  political 
power  remaining  in  the  people?  tiiat,  having 
established  and  put  in  operation  Governments, 
they  have  parted  with  all  political  power  what- 
ever t  that  they  cannot  revise  or  new-modd 
this  form  of  Government  they  haye  themselves 
established,  nnless  in  pursuance  of  a  provision 
in  the  constitution,  or  in  accordance  with  a  law 
of  the  Legislature!  This  is  maintaining  that 
flovereignty  resides  ia  the  constituted  authori- 
ties, and  not  in  the  people  at  large ;  it  Is  raising 
the  creature  above  his  creator,  the  agent  above 
the  principal.  It  Is  exalting  tiie  Le^slature 
above,  and  making  it  independent  o^  the  cbn- 
stituent  body. 

The  constitutions  of  most  of  the  States  con- 
t^  some  provision  for  altering  or  amending 
them ;  some  through  the  (uency  of  a  conven- 
tion, and  some  otherwise.  But  such  constitu- 
tional providon  is  not  inconsistent  with  and 
cannot  take  away  the  right  and  power  of 
the  people,  acting  in  their  primarily  ori^nol 
capacity,  to  change  their  system  of  govern- 
ment. 

This  is  a  right  which  they  have  not  delega- 
ted, and  which,  of  course,  must  abide  with  Qie 
people  at  large.  Gonvenliona  of  the  people 
may  be  called,  and  often  are,  in  pnrsnonce  of  a 
kw  of  the  Le^slature ;  yet  this  is  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  convenience.  But  does  the  law  confer 
on  liiem  their  power?  That  is  the  question. 
If  it  does,  then  a  Legislature  can  grant  to  an- 
other body  greater  power  than  it  possesses  it- 
self; even  the  power  to  change  or  destn^ 
those  very  forms  under  which  it  exists ;  a  ^w- 
er  to  destroy  ihe  L^slatnre  itself.  Una  is 
preposterous,  and  ^ows  the  absurdity  of  the 
principle  contended  for.  U  a  convention  does 
not  derive  its  power  from  the  Le^alature,  from 
whence  can  it  derive  it,  except  from  the  people! 
What  is  a  convention  ?  Is  it  not  a  body  repre- 
senting the  people  in  their  primary,  elementaiy 
capacity,  and  wholly  independent  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  constituted  authorities  ?  If  this  is 
not  a  true  idea  of  a  convention  of  the  people, 
he  should  like  to  be  informed  what  a  conven- ' 
tion  is.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Pbestos)  asks,  who  and  what  are  the  people  t 
He  was  surprised  at  such  an  inquiry  from  any 
quarter,  and  still  more  that  it  should  come  from 
one  who  has  had  ao  much  to  do  with  conventions, 
and  attempts  to  call  forth  the  latent  ener^es  of 
State  rights  and  popular  power.  He  did  not 
nnderstfmd  tiie  SwiatOT's  answer  to  his  own 
question,  Airther  than  his  dedaration  that  he 
himself  (Mr.  F.)  was  one  of  tiie  people.  The 
inquiry,  however,  was,  he  thought,  eanly  an- 
swered. The  people,  in  one  sense,  are  the 
whole  population  of  a  State ;  but  in  a  polilioal 
sense,  the  people  were  that  portion  of  the  pop- 
ulation which  possessed  the  political  power  m 
a  State :  it  did  not  mean  women  or  children, 
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bat  the  whole  body  of  citizeos  with  whom  the 
poliUeal  power  of  a  State  reedded. 

lb.  ORrrmn«a'  said  that  Qua  was  the  onlj 
bm  he  had  aeen  in  that  Senate,  daring  his  term 
swvioe,  which  had  a  preamble  attached  to 
it.  It  was  his  (pinion  that  it  was  wholly  un- 
necessary. However,  it  was  deemed  neoessaiy 
by  some  gentlemen,  for  the  sake  of  some  argu- 
ment or  elncidation,  to  insert  the  preamble; 
bnt  why,  or  wherefore,  he  did  not  apprehend. 
Did  this  preamble,  he  aslced,  vaiy  and  alter  the 
eonstmctton  of  the  law  ?  Was  it  not  the  same 
with  or  without  it!  Had  he  been  present 
when  the  bill  was  reported,  he  wonld  have  op- 
posed the  adoption  of  the  preamble,  because  it 
did  not  tell  the  troth,  and  the  whole  tmth.  It 
bore  apon  its  fiooe  what  the  lawyers  call  a  tup- 
prmio  tetfi.  Now,  If  the  Senate  were  ri&A 
Is  snppoaliiK  that  the  oonvoiUon  of  December 
last  was  a  ^^timate  and  consHtotional  assem- 
bly, and  that  its  proceedings  were  valid  and 
binding,  did  the  sttiMng  out  or  retaining  of 
the  preamble  affect  the  deliberations  of  the 
convention,  one  way  or  the  other  ?  He  thought 
not.  IGchlgan  bad  precluded  herself  from  no 
right  by  and  a  right  would  be  binding  upon 
her,  whether  the  preamble  should  be  retuned 
or  not  Was  not  that  very  dear  f  Then,  why 
retain  It !  Gentlemen  had  mnch  better  lay  it 
aside,  and,  by  making  no  allusion  to  it,  they 
would  avoid  all  the  questions  upon  which  they 
had  been  so  long  debating.  If  there  was  to  be 
a  preamble  at  aQ,  it  was  proper,  as  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  (Hr.  Mobbis)  bad  sud,  that  it  shonld 
contain  a  tme  and  complete  history  of  the  whole 
proceeding.  He,  "Hi.  C,  ^ould  vote  for  the 
preamble  provided  all  the  fecta  were  introduc- 
ed;  or,  if  tne  question  should  be  made,  he  wotdd 
vote  for  strikmg  it  out  He  thought  that  all 
parties  might  consistently  do  that.  He  ex- 
pressed his  anxiety  for  the  speedy  admission  of 
iOchigan  into  the  Unlon^  and  sud  that  he  was 
then  prepared  to  vote  for  the  bill,  and  trusted 
that  gentlemen  would  concur  with  him  in  opin- 
ion, tiiat  there  was  no  neoesdty  for  the  inser- 
tion of  a  preamble. 

The  qnestion  was  t3ien  pnt  m  Mr.  Uobbis's 
amendment  to  the  preonible  of  the  bill,  and 
dedded  in  the  negative : 

Teas.— Heasn.  Bayard,  Black,  Cdhoun,  Oay,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Kent,  King  Qeoi:^  Knidit, 
Mo(H«,  Horria,  Frendsa,  Preston,  Bolwlua,  Bener, 
Southard,  Swift,  White— 18. 

IfATS. — Heesrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana, 
Fulton,  Gmndy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  AJar 
bama,  linn,  Nichc^u,  JTiles,  Page,  Pai^er,  lUves, 
fiobinson,  Rugglee,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Walker,  Wall,  Wright_2S. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  preamble  was  re- 
jected. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading : 

Yus. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana, 
Tnlton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alar 
buna.  King  of  Geonna,  Knight,  Linn,  Nicholas, 
NOes^  Page,  Fttfcer,  fivee^  Bobinoon,  Bng^  8e- 
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Tier,  Stt&Dge,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall, 
White,  WiSirt— 27. 

Nats.— Meaars.  Bayard,  Oalboim,  Daria,  FMtlai 
—4. 


ICoSDAT,  January  9. 

The  Ohaib  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Sakuel  Fbentiss,  re-elected  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Vermont 

Also,  the  credentials  of  Hon.  William  C. 
PsBSTOK,  re-elected  Senator  from  the  State  ot 
SouUi  Oanjina. 

Treeunry  Cireular, 
On  motion  of  Ur.  Out,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  fiirther  oon^eration  of  the  joint  res* 
olation  resdnding  the  Treasury  order  of  Joly, 
1886. 

The  qnestion  bdng  on  Ifr.  Bimi'B  sob- 

stitute, 

Mr.  SsANOB  addressed  the  Chair :  I  am  oppos- 
ed to  the  original  resolutions,  becaose  they 
propose  to  rescind  an  executive  order.  I  do 
not  mean  by  this  a  mere  verbal  criticism,  for  I 
suppose  the  honorable  Senator  really  meant 
what  his  resolution  cont^ed,  and  proposes  to 
rescind  or  repeal  an  exeontive  order  by  a  vote 
of  the  National  Legislature ;  and  tfaiSj  with  due 
deference,  I  conceived  to  be  a  manifest  scde- 
ci^  The  I^^tive,  exeoatlva,  and  jndidal 
departments  ox  ibis  Qovermnent  are  wisely  teg- 
arated  by  the  constitution,^  and  one  cannot  in- 
terfere with  the  province  of  another.  The  Ic^ 
ifllative  preso^bes  rtdee  for  the  executive  and 
judidary,  but  cannot  itself  perform  any  I^da- 
tive  or  judicial  fimction,  except  in  the  spedal 
cases  set  forth  in  the  constitution.  Ooogress 
may,  if  it  be  necessary  and  proper,  command 
the  Executive  to  repeal  the  Treasury  order,  bnt 
cannot  itself  repeal  it.  Oongress  passes  laws 
for  the  government  of  every  citizen,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  and  at  his  own  peril  he 
yields  or  withholds  obedience.  As  weU,  and 
even  with  more  propriety,  might  the  Supreme 
Coort  say  it  repeab  an  act  of  Congress,  when 
it  pronounces  it  tmoonstitutional,  and  refiues 
to  enlbroe  it  And  as  wdl  mi^t  Ooogress  si^ 
it  repeals  a  decision  of  the  Snprone  Oodi\ 
when  that  dednon,  having  opened  its  eyes  to 
some  defect  in  the  existing  law,  indnces  it  to 
prescribe  a  new  role  for  ratore  action.  Even 
when  the  deoisions  d  the  court  are  palpably 
repugnant  to  the  existing  law,  Oongress  cannot 
repeal  them.  Oongress  may  ^rect  what  deds- 
ions  shall  be  made  in  future,  but  cannot  repeal 
those  already  published.  Neither  can  it  repeal 
the  decisions  of  the  Executive.  The  Legislature 
prescribes  rules  for  the  government  of  both 
these  departments,  and  to  each  of  them  it  must 
be  left  to  apply  them ;  and  each  must,  in  the 
first  instance,  judge  how  far  its  own  actiau 
square  with  tlie  mles  prescribed,  upon  its  own 
official  respondbility.  A  direct  declaration  of 
repeal,  therefore,  must  be  altc^ther  inoptta- 
UvOf  and  of  coiir8e.aa  absiuxU^.  The  trash  la^ 
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land  and  France^uul  the  oompUte  prostratfoa 
of  the  execQtive  and  jo^cial  authorities  beneaUi 
the  feet  of  the  l^datlre  marked  those  san- 
guinary events.  But  to  press  this  portion  of 
the  subject  no  farther,  saffioe  it  to  say,  that 
tme  wisdom  dictates  to  each  department  great 
forbearance  towards  the  others,  and  a  no  less 
scrupulous  abstinence  from  infringing  upon 
their  rights,  than  a  jealous  care  of  ite  own. 
The  collection  of  the  revenue  is  strictly  an  ex- 
ecutive act.  The  Legislature,  to  be  sure,  can 
alone  prescribe  the  subjects  of  revenue,  and  the 
mode  of  its  oolleotion ;  but  the  funds,  to  use 
the  language  of  the  resolution,  in  which  receiv- 
able, ifl,  in  the  general,  a  fi&ir  anltject  to  he  left 
to  the  Execntive,  under  the  eomtitntion,  and 
the  broad  range  of  (uroumstanoes  which  may 
from  time  to  time  arise.  The  goieral  principle^ 
certainly,  (from  which  neither  common  reason 
nor  convenience  will  allow  of  any  wide  depart- 
ure,) is,  that  the  public  revenue  should  be  col- 
lected in  what  is  obvionsly  equivalent  to  so 
much  gold  and  sUver,  the  acknowledged  stand- 
ards of  value  both  by  the  constitution  and  the 
usage  of  trade.  What  is  so  equivalent  must  de- 
pend greatly  upon  circumstances  continually  fluo- 
tuating— the  currents  of  trade,  and  the  peculiar 
application  for  which  any  g^veu  portion  of  the 
revenue  Is  dengned.  Sometimes  the  ease  of 
the  citizen  may  m  oonnilted  to  a  great  extent^ 
in  perfect  consistency  with  the  seciirity  of  tiie 
Treasury ;  and  at  others,  nothing  short  of  the 
precious  metals  themselves  will  serve  the  pur- 
poses of  the  public  demands.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  Congress  has  not  the  power  of  diotat- 
in^  even  the  funds  iit  which  the  revenue  may  be 
paid,  or  that  there  is  any  thing  improper  in  hw 
doing  so ;  but  that,  in  general,  the  ofBoer  whose 
business  it  is  to  supervise  the  Treasury,  in  his 
turn  under  the  supervision  of  the  Executive, 
will  be  well  capable  of  judging,  and  much  more 
competent  to  act  to  tlie  advantage  of  the  public^ 
under  sudden  emergencies,  (which  no  human 
sagacity  is  su£Boient  to  fore!9ee,)  when  untram- 
melled by  rigidf  inflexible  rules;  and,  tber^bre, 
unless  strong  oonsiderationB  call  for  the  enact- 
ment of  such  rolea^  it  is  for  better  to  leave  him 
with  the  respcnnbiUty  npoo  bis  own  ahouldrafl^ 
which;  without  such  enactments,  would  rest 
there.  Thus  the  executive  class  of  public  offi- 
cers would  be  stimulated  to  more  activi^; 
feeling,  in  addition  to  their  responsibility  to  ua^ 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  a  direct  re- 
nransibility  to  them,  our  common  masters,  ftnr 
uie  wisdom  and  fidelity  of  their  action. 

I  am  a^B&n  opposed  to  the  resolutions,  be- 
cause, as  I  conceive,  th<7  are  intended  to  cen- 
sure the  President  of  the  United  States.  If  any 
doubt  rested  upon  the  mind,  upon  ^e  mere 
pemaal  of  the  resolutions  thmaselvea,  that 
doubt  must  oease  aa'  soon  aa  we  listen  to  the 
comments  &cdr  advocatea,  and  the  reascma 
which  urge  them  to  their  support.  Borne  of 
the  reasons  upon  which  they  are  avowedly 
supported  are  the  evil  motives  ascribed  to  the 
Fnundent,  in  candng  the  issue  of  the  Ttwaaj 


this  Treasury  order  is  altogether  an  executive 
act,  and  can  only  be  undone  by  exeootlve  au- 
tiiority.  OongresB  may  command  its  repeal, 
and  doubtless  the  Executive  would  yield  such 
command  respeotftil  obedioice.  But  it  strikes 
me  there  is  something  in  the  mode  of  this  un- 
dertaking to  effect  the  repeal  of  the  Treasury 
order,  not  oonustent  with  strict  ]>arliamentary 
propriety;  at  least,  not  altogether  con^stent 
with  the  professed  purpose  of  those  who  desire 
its  repeal.  It  is  laid  down  in  JeffersonM  Kan- 
ual,  the  hif^eat  authority  acknowledged  by  us 
in  such  matters,  -that  "  'When  the  House  com- 
mands any  thing,  it  is  by  order.  Bat  facts, 
princiides,  their  ovn  opinunw  and  pnrpoMa  are 
expreased  in  the  form  of  rawlntiiHUL''  Now, 
the  resolntima  before  oa,  while  they  assome 
the  name  of  resolations,  effect  the  office  of 
orders,  and  to  perform  more,  as  I  think  I  have 
before  shown,  than  even  an  order  would  be 
competent  to  accomplish. 

But,  again,  I  am  opposed  to  the  resolutions, 
because  uiey  propose  to  prescribe  a  rule,  unne- 
cessarily, as  Z  conceive,  in  a  matter  where,  from 
Its  nature,  a  large  discretion  is  desirable,  being 
bifi^ly  convenient,  and  in  no  decree  liable  to 
dangerous  use.  I  know  it  is  the  fasliion  of  the 
day  to  suppose  that  the  executive  authori^  is 
the  only  one  liable  to  abuse,  or  in  any  way 
likely  to  threaten  the  liberties  of  the  country. 
Among  tbe  bleadnm,  Ur.  President,  for  which 
we  of  the  present  di^  are  debtors  to  Heaven, 
there  are  none,  politically  speakins^  for  which 
we  have  more  jnst  reason  to  be  ^tenil,  than  Uudi 
the  formation  of  our  constitution  baa  not  berai 
left  to  our  own  hands ;  that  we  have  received 
it  ready  formed,  in  all  its  beantifiil  proportions, 
by  men  who  seem  to  have  been  oommissioned 
by  Heaven  for  this  very  thing.  Surrounded  by 
an  atmosphere  just  purified  by  the  storms  and 
convulsions  of  the  Revolution,  every  one  feel- 
ing more  strongly  than  an^  other  want  that  of 
an  eqnal,  wise,  and  impartial  Govemraent,  they 
addreased  themselves  to  the  task  with  no  £acul- 

biased  by  loeal  or  personal  pasmons.  They 
flonght  for  truth  with  th^  visual  oi^nns  purg- 
ed from  the  miata  of  pr^ndiocL  and  thay  fooi^ 
hw.  Th^  Katened  to  her  inspired  instmctions, 
and  pennM  the  happy  constitution  under  which 
we  now  live,  tiie  en^of  other  nations,  and  the 
pride  of  our  own.  They  divided  Government 
Into  three  department^  and  prescribed  tiie 
sphere  in  which  each  should  move.  Harmony 
and  safety  will  ever  attend  its  action,  while 
each  strictiy  observes  the  law  of  its  creation. 
Bat  it  is  difficult  to  say  from  which  the  most 
dlrefol  results  are  to  bo  apprehended,  should  it 
with  eccenblo  movement  forsake  its  natural 
orbit,  and  invade  those  of  its  sister  planets. 
Viflirinff  tiiia  matter  in  the  light  of  experience, 
we  ahoud  be  led  to  sappose  tiiat  frtnn  the  leg- 
islative d^artment  there  was  the  greatest  rea- 
son for  Jealonirr  of  usurpation,  w  mvosion  (tf 
the  proTOioe  of  others.  The  most  remarkable 
and  desolating  revolutions  of  which  modem 
history  fhmisbefl  an  aooonnt  are  those  of  £ng- 
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order  they  are  designed  to  repeal.  He  is,  in 
eSbct,  charged  with  falsehood ;  for  the  Treas- 
ury order  boars  upon  its  face,  doubtlessly  tmder 
his  own  authority  and  direction,  the  motives 
which  induced  him  to  mve  it  existence;  and  we 
are  here  publidy  told  that  his  tme  motaves 
were  of  an  altogether  different  Und ;  thus  di- 
rectly charing  him  with  an  attempt  to  deoeive 
the  pnbUc,  in  placing  before  it  false  motives  for 
hia  official  action.  But  this  is  not  all.  He  ia 
not  only  charged  with  ftdsehood,  but  at  least 
one  of  the  motives  imputed  to  him  is  in  itself 
altogether  base  and  diabonorable.  We  are  told 
that  some  of  the  land  speculators  allnded  to  in 
the  order  were  his  own  particular  friends, 
whose  interest  he  was  solicitous  to  promote ; 
that  they  have  already  made  large  investments 
in  the  public  lands,  and  are  threatened  with 
loss,  or  at  least  a  necessity  of  holding  for  an 
iaoonvenient  length  of  time,  should  the  United 
States  continae  to  be  a  competitor  wiUi  them 
in  nnrestrioted  sales ;  and  that,  while  the  Unit- 
ed Stat^  is  demanmng  specie,  they,  selling 
for  paper,  would  acquire  a  preference  in  ttie 
market,  and  be  enabled  to  command  better 
prices ;  thus  making  the  President  of  the  Unit^ 
ed  States,  in  foi^milness  of  his  high  station, 
and  his  well-eanied  honors,  to  sell  the  latter  for 
trash  to  enrich  his  friends,  and  prostitute  the 
former  to  gratify  th^r  avarice.  Another  mo- 
tive signed  is,  that  being  in  heart  opposed  to 
the  deposit  law  of  the  last  session,  he  was  desir- 
ous of^  throwing  every  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
its  execution,  to  verify  the  evil  omens  uttered 
by  himself  and  friends  in  relation  to  it,  and  to 
render  it  odions  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  To 
aocfHuplish  oU  this,  the  Treasury  order  was  fram- 
ed, in  the  hope  that  the  pressure  and  embar- 
rasnnents  it  aboold  produce  might  be  Imputed 
to  the  depoiAt  act.  It  may  be  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  was  not  well  inclined 
to  the  dq>odt  act,  and  that  in  truth  it  is  a  mis- 
dhievoaa  measure,  some  of  the  evils  of  which 
are  now  denionstrating  themselves ;  that  those 
are  now  feeling  them  who  could  not  in  any 
other  way  be  brought  to  dream  of  their  ex- 
istence ;  that  in  fact  the  connection  between 
present  difficulties  and  the  deposit  act  is  so  in- 
timate as  to  make  it  appear  that  one  was  got 
up  by  previous  design  to  accompany  the  other. 
But  however  all  this  may  be,  it  is  well  known 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  is  not  a  man  to  ac- 
otKDplish  bis  views  by  any  indirection ;  that  a 
bold  and  monly,  and,  as  his  enemids  think,  a 
raah  uid  reckless  pdicry,  is  one  of  lus  charac- 
teristics. Yet  gentlemen  who  advocate  these 
resolutions  ascnbe  to  him  conduct  highly  dis- 
ingenuous, and  motives  exceedingly  dishonor- 
able. It  is  not  my  wish,  in  malice,  to  impujp 
the  motives  of  any  one ;  and  if  I  ^ould  rerer 
unfavorably  to  the  motives  of  a  party,  I  hope 
no  gentieman  within  or  without  these  walls 
wiU  conrider  it  personal  to  himself  or  spring- 
ing, in  the  sligntest  degree,  feom  individual 
feeUng.  We  are  all  men,  aoi  are  all  liable  to 
hare  our  judgment  waipM,  howeTer  clear  and 


intuitive  originally,  by  the  allurements  of  per- 
suasion, the  fascination  of  affection,  the  dela- 
sions  of  prejadice,  or  the  madness  of  passion, 
and  when  I  find  myself  differing  with  another, 
I  am  always  wUIing  to  suppose,  and  have  it  sup- 
posed, that  either  he  or  myself  have  fallen 
under  subjection  to  one  of  these  malign  iti- 
flueneea. 


TtTBSDAT,  January  10. 

Mmage  from  Preddent — MkmvA  qf  Darien 
and  of  Nicwagva — ProposaUfor  crowing  bj/ 
SMp^anaU. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  Present  of  tiie  United  States : 

TaihiSmaUofilu  VniUdStaUt: 

Immediately  after  the  passage  by  the  Senate,  at  a 
former  session,  of  the  resolution  requesUng  the 
Fre^dent  to  conader  the  expediency  of  opening 
negotiations  with  the  Goveniments  of  other  natima, 
and  particularly  irith  the  Govemmenti  of  Genbal 
America  and  New  Granada,  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ually protecting,  by  equitable  treaty  stipulations 
with  them,  such  individuals  or  companies  as  might 
undertake  to  open  a  communicatioa  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  by  the  construction  of  a 
sh^}  canal  across  the  isthmus  vhidi  connects  North 
and  South  America,  and  of  securing  forever,  by  such 
stipulations,  the  free  and  equal  right  of  navigating 
such  canal  to  all  such  nations,  on  the  payment  of 
such  reasonable  tolls  as  ought  to  be-  establiabed  to 
compensate  the  cf^iitaliats  who  might  engage  In  such 
undertaking,  and  complete  work,  an  ag«it  was 
employed  to  obtain  information  in  respect  to  the 
situation  and  character  of  the  country  thnmgh  whtdi 
the  line  of  communication,  if  established,  would 
necessarily  pass,  and  the  state  of  the  projects  whidi 
were  understood  to  be  contemplated  for  opening  audi 
communication  a  canal  or  a  mil  road.  The  agent 
returned  to  the  united  States  In  September  last,  and 
although  the  information  collected  by  him  is  not  as 
full  OS  could  have  been  de^rcd,  yet  it  ia  suflScient 
to  show  that  the  probability  of  an  eoriy  execution  of 
any  o^  the  projects  which  have  been  set  on  foot  f« 
the  construction  of  the  communication  alluded  to  is 
not  so  great  as  to  render  it  expedient  to  open  a  n^o- 
tiation  at  present  with  any  foreign  Government 
upon  the  subject 

ANI>RBW  JACESOy. 

WlSKtHOTOH,  January  9,  1887. 

Treasury  Cireular, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  fiirtber  con- 
sideration ot  t2ie  joint  resolution  to  rescind  tJie 
Treasury  order  of  July,  1 886,  &c.,  together  with 
Gie  substitute  ofibred  therttbr  by  Mr.  Rivis, 
in  the  MIowing  words : 

".Beaeltped^  That  hereafter  all  flimu  of  money  aoeni- 
ing  or  becondng  payable  to  the  United  States, 
whether  from  customs,  public  lands,  taxes,  debts, 
or  Otherwise,  shall  be  collected  and  paid  only  in  the 
l^ol  currency  of  the  Ui^ted  States,  or  in  the  notes 
of  banks  which  are  payable  and  p^d  on  demand  in 
the  Bud  legal  cairen<7'  under  the  ft^wing  restric- 
tions and  oottditknu  In  regard  to  audi  notes :  thatl^ 
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From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  resolation,  the  notes 
of  uo  tjank  which  shall  issue  bills  or  notes  of  a  leas 
denominaUon  than  five  dollars  shall  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  dues;  ftom  and  after  the  first  day 
of  July,  1S89,  the  notes  of  no  bank  -which  shall  issue 
bUls  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars 
shall  be  receivable ;  and  from  and  after  the  first  of 
July,  1841,  the  like  prohibition  shall  be  extended  to 
the  notes  of  all  bai^  issuing  bills  or  notes  of  less 
denomination  than  twenty  dollars :  Provided,  how- 
eeer,  That  no  notca  shall  be  taken  in  payment  by  the 
collectors  or  receivers,  which  the  banks  in  which 
they  are  to  be  depositea  shall  not,  under  the  super- 
Tlaim  and  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
agree  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  Stiries  as 

The  qaestiott  being  on  the  adoption  of  his 

snbstitnte, 

Kr,  Rives  soid  that,  in  asMng  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate,  it  was  not  his  design  to  abuse 
their  patience  by  rearguing  the  questions  which 
had  already  been  so  fully  and  so  ably  discussed, 
in  relation  to  the  legality  or  the  policy  of  the 
Treasury  circular.  It  was  his  wish  only  to 
state,  somewhat  more  at  large  than  he  had  yet 
hod  an  opportunity  of  doing,  the  views  nnder 
the  influence  of  which  be  had  o£fered  the  propo- 
rtion which  is  now  pending  before  tiie  Senate, 
as  on  amendment  to  the  rcwdation  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  (Ur.  Ewnra.)  In  reference  to 
the  most  important  ol^ects  of  the  Treasury  cir- 
cnlar,  be  regarded  that  measure  as  having  done 
its  office :  and  the  interests  of  the  countty  are 
now  mnch  more  concerned  in  the  provision  we 
shall  make  for  the  fhtur&  than  in  any  decision 
we  may  pronounce  upon  the  past.  "When  I  had 
the  honor  some  days  ago,  said  Mr.  B.,  of  ad- 
dressing a  few  remarks  to  tlie  Senate  on  this 
subject,  I  said  what  I  take  great  pleasure  now 
in  repeating,  that,  in  whatever  different  lights 
the  operation  of  the  Treasury  circular  may 
have  been  viewed,  of  one  thing  I  was  thorongh- 
ly  persnaded— that  tibe  motives  which  had  In-, 
dneed  the  high  fonctionaiT  at  the  head  oi  the ' 
Govenunent  to  direct  tlie  issuing  of  it  were  in 
perfect  consonance  with  that  elevated  and  patri- 
otic spirit  which  had  so  conspicuously  marked 
the  whole  coarse  of  his  pnblio  life ;  and  that 
no  defect  of  legality,  in  my  estimation,  had 
been  shown  in  the  authority  under  which  it 
was  issued.  I  added,  also,  that  the  measure 
was  properljr  to  be  viewed  as  a  temi)orary  one, 
to  continue  m  operation  until  the  action  of  Con- 
gress on  the  whole  subioct  could  be  obttuned ; 
and  that  Uie  President  nimself,  as  shown  by  the 
evidence  of  his  Message  at  the  commencement 
of  the  sesdon,  attached  no  importance  to  its 
adoption  as  a  permanent  mle  of  policy. 

.One  ctf  the  leading  oljeets  of  tiie  Treaso^ 
drcnlar,  at  the  time  it  was  issued,  was  to  chew 
that  tendency  to  extravagant  bank  Issnes  and 
bank  credits  which  has  so  signally  marked  the 
history  ci  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen  months. 
Bat,  so  fiw  as  that  object  is  concerned,  the  same 
eflfect  will  now  be  prodaced  in  a  manner  not 
leas  certun,  thongh  oj  a  process  more  gradual, 


[Scuts, 

and  therefore  easier  and  safer  to  the  commnnity, 
by  the  operation  of  the  deposit  act.  No  one 
can  doubt,  Mr.  Fre^dent,  that  one  of  the  chief 
causes  of  the  recent  over-action  of  the  banking 
system  in  this  country  is  to  be  found  in  the  im- 
mense sums  of  public  moneys  left  in  the  deposit 
banks,  and  which  have  been  used  and  traded 
upon  by  them,  as  an  addition  of  so  mnch  to 
their  hanking  c^itals.  This  is  a  state  of  things 
which  has  been  eminraitiy  pernicious  in  all  its 
bearings.  The  correction  of  so  great  an  evil 
formed  in  my  mind  one  of  the  strongest  con- 
siderations for  giving  the  cordial  support  I  did 
to  the  deposit  act  of  the  last  session ;  a  measure 
which,  however  mnch  misconceived  or  mis- 
represented in  regard  to  its  true  character,  has, 
in  my  opinion,  conferred  npon  the  country  a 
double  benefaction  of  the  highest  value :  m-st^ 
in  putting  out  of  the  way  of  the  Government 
the  temptation,  whose  powerful  influence  we 
were  already  beginning  to  feel,  to  useless,  ex- 
travagant, and  anU-republican  expenditure ; 
and,  secondly,  in  taking  from  the  deposit  banks 
that  gratuitons  and  artificial  increment  of  their 
capitals,  which  haa  been  a  main  cause  of  the 
unnatural  distention  of  our  paper  currency,  and 
of  that  inordinate  spirit  of  8p«oulation  which  has 
previuled  through  the  country.  In  gradually 
withdrawing,  as  we  now  are  doing  by  the  act 
of  the  last  session,  these  large  amomits  of  the 
public  treasure  from  the  possession  of  the  de- 
podt  banks,  and  in  avoiding,  as,  I  trust  by  a 
wise  and  provident  le^slation,  we  shall  do,  the 
accumulation  of  any  idle  surplus  in  future,  the 
Government  will  take  away  the  stimaloB  which 
itself  has  given  to  the  excessive  issues  and 
credits  lof  the  banks ;  and  we  may  then  hope 
that,  under  the  salutary  control  of  the  laws  of 
trade,  they  will  return  within  those  safe,  prop- 
er, and  natural  limits  which  the  badness  ue 
o<mimniuty  requires. 

While  on  this  branch  of  tiie  subject,  Kr. 
Freddent,  I  will  make  one  other  otoervation. 
However  neoessazy  or  dedrable  the  contracticm 
of  our  paper  circulation  may  be,  (if  it  be,  in- 
deed, in  the  large  excess  which  is  supposed  by 
many,)  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  to 
no  operation  more  delicate  than  the  reduction 
of  the  currency  of  a  country.  A  decreasing 
circulating  medium,  it  is  agreed  alike  by  theo- 
retical writers  and  by  enlightened  practical 
men,  is  precisely  that  condition  in  the  moneyed 
afiiairs  of  a  community  which  is  the  most  criti- 
cal and  distressing.  It  is  a  transition  from  high 
to  low  prices,  from  a  certain  and  liberal  reword 
of  labor  to  diminished  wages  and  precarious 
employment,  from  active  and  gromenng  indas- 
try  to  general  languor  and  deprearaon  in  all  tiie 
operations  of  bnsinesa.  It  is  a  change  to  which 
society  always  adjusts  itself  slowly  and  piunftil- 
ly ;  and,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstan- 
ces, must  be  attended  with  distress — often  with 
extensive  ruin.  Qreat  caution,  therefore,  ia 
necessary,  lest  it  be  unduly  precipitated  in  its 
ptpgnsB,  or  harshly  a^ravated  m  ita  efifects. 
we  nave,  In  the  bi^ory  of  our  own  coontay,  at 
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a  period  not  too  remote  for  the  recollection  of 
most  of  ti9,  a  memorable  example  of  the  dis- 
tressing effects  of  a  rapid  redaction  of  the  cir- 
calating  medium.  It  la  strildng^jr  exhibited,  in 
all  its  aetailfl,  in  -the  able  report  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
onrrencj,  in  1820.  It  is  there  shown  that  the 
circulation  of  the  conn  try,  in  the  three  years 
from  1616  to  1810,  had  been  bron^t  down 
from  110  millions  in  the  former,  to  millions 
in  the  latter ;  making  the  enormons  redncUon 
of  66  millions  within  that  short  period  I  The 
scene  of  wide-spread  rain  and  distress  which 
ensaed  is  fresh  in  the  memories  of  all  who  wit- 
nessed it.  It  incolcates,  at  least,  the  neces^ty 
of  caution  in  the  action  of  the  GU>Temment  on 
this  sabject.  It  is  oar  duty  to  withdraw  from 
the  banking  operations  of  the  coantry  that  ar- 
tifidal  atimnlant  which  the  GoTemment  itself 
has  administered ;  but  that  being  done,  a  Jnst 
policy,  in  general,  requires  that  tiie  concerns  of 
trade  shomd  be  left  to  regalate  themselTes  by 
their  own  natural  and  remedial  lam. 

Begarding,  then,  the  Treasury  circular  as 
having  munly  done  its  office,  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  establish  some  permanent  and  equal 
tule  for  the  collection  of  the  public  revenues. 
It  is  a  doty  which  we  cannot  evade  if  we  would. 
In  the  joint  power  which  the  constitution  in- 
vests in  Congress,  to  "  lay  and  collect "  taxes, 
our  duty  is  read  to  us  in  terms  too  significant 
to  be  mistaken.  It  is  as  much  a  part  of  the 
l^slative  authority  to  say  in  what  manner  and 
by  what  role  the  collection  of  the  pnblic  rev- 
enue tiail  be  e&cted,  as  to  s^  to  what  amotmt 
and  from  sonroes  it  shall  be  raised.  Ijmportant 
as  such  a  r^nlatioo  la  at  aU  times,  it  oolvea, 
at  the  iH^sent  moment,  a  partionJar  biterest 
firom  its  close  connection  witli  the  sabject  of 
the  cnrrency.  It  is  in  tliat  connection  that  all 
who  have  participated  in  this  debate,  have  dis- 
cnssed  this  question  before  the  Senate ;  and  it 
is  doubtless  in  that  connection  that  the  pnblic 
attention  Is  turned  with  most  anxiety  to  our 
decision  upon  it.  I  fed,  Mr.  President,  all  Hie 
magnitnde  and  all  the  difficulty  of  this  great 

Saeslion  of  the  cnrrency.  There  is  none  that 
ises  higher  in  importance,  or  descends  more 
deeply  Into  tlie  interests  of  sodefy.  It "  comes 
home  to  the  bosinees  and  the  bosraoB  of  men.** 
It  aflbcts  alike  the  humblwt  laborer  and  the 
vealthiest  capitalist ;  on  it  depend  the  secority 
of  property,  the  stability  of  contracts,  the  com- 
fort and  support  of  funiliea,  and,  I  wUX  add,  in 
a  great  degree,  the  public  morals ;  for  nothing, 
in  my  opinion,  is  more  calculated  to  unsettle 
the  mordt  sense  and  habits  of  a  community  than 
the  dispositiooa  and  pursuits  fostered  by  the 
lottery  of  a  flnctuating  currency.  Li  approach- 
ing such  a  subject^  I  feel  all  the  diffidence  which 
a  jost  sense  of  its  difficulty  and  importance 
properly  inspires.  But,  having  submitted  to 
the  Braate  a  propoution  which,  if  adopted, 
Tonld,  I  flatter  mysd^  exert  no  small  influence 
on  this  great  interest ;  and  as  the  friends  of  the 
administeatiwi  (myself  among  Hm  nnmber)  hare 
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been  accused  of  entertaining  visionary,  imprac- 
ticable, and  pemidoos  notions  in  regard  to  a  re- 
form of  the  cnrrency,  I  most  beg  the  indalgmee 
of  the  Senate  while  I  state,  with  as  much  preois- 
i<m  as  I  may,  the  views  of  tliat  reform  woidi  I 
ent«tain,  and  which  have  determined  the  shape 
ofthe  propodtion  now  under  thdroonrideration. 

In  disooBsiDg  the  question  of  a  reform  of  the 
cnrrency,  it  is  necessary  to  settle  our  ideas 
clearly  as  to  two  things:  first,  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  end  to  be  aimed  at;  secondly, 
the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  attained.  If  I 
am  asked,  what  is  the  end  I  propose,  whether 
I  am  in  favor  of  a  spede  circulation  exdadve* 
ly,  and  the  total  suppresdou  of  bank  paper,  I 
answer,  No.  Even  if  such  an  object  were  de- 
sirable, it  is  plaiiily  impracticable.  In  the  pres* 
eat  state  of  conunerdal  progress  and  refinement 
throughout  the  world,  it  woold  probably  be  im- 
[ffaoticable  anywhere ;  bat  in  this  oonntry,  and 
under  onr  syrtem  of  government  especidly,  it 
la  obvioody  wholly  nnattdnable.  Whether 
right  or  wrong,  we  mid  twenfy-dx  independent 
State  Legidatures  possessed  of  the  power  to 
create  banking  corporations.  Whatever  specu- 
lative donbts  may  exist  in  the  minds  of  some  as 
to  the  constitutiond  validity  of  this  power,  the 
States  now  actually  possess  and  exercise  it,  as 
they  have  invariably  done  from  the  foundaUon 
of  the  Government,  and  there  is  not  the  sUght- 
est  probability  that  they  will  ever  be  divested 
of  it'  In  every  sober  and  practicd  scheme  of 
policy,  we  most  proceed  opon  the  assumption 
that  this  indepauent  State  power  will  remain. 
How,  then,  can  tiie  banking  system  be  sup- 
wessed  by  this  Oorwnmentt  8ach  a  notion, 
if  entotdned  ai^where,  wonld  indeed  be  Uto- 
piim  and  vidraiary. 

My  object,  tiien,  wonld  be.  not  the  destructicm 
of  the  banking  system  and  the  totd  suppres- 
sion of  bank  paper,  but  an  efficient  regi^ion 
of  it,  and  its  restriction  to  safe  and  proper  limits ; 
not  tiie  exclndve  use  of  specie  as  a  drculating 
medium,  but  each  a  snbstantid  enlargement 
and  generd  diffddon  of  it  in  actud  drcmation, 
as  wotdd  make  it  the  practicd  currency  of  com- 
mon life,  the  nnivend  medium  of  ordinary 
transactions ;  in  short,  the  money  of  the  farm- 
er, the  meenaniC}  the  labcnm',  and  the  trades- 
man ;  while  the  merdiant  should  be  left  in  the 
eiijf^ent  ctf  the  fodlities  of  a  sound  and  re- 
stricted paper  oorrency  tof  his  larger  operaticms. 
Snoh  a  reformati<m  in  the  currency  as  this 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  productive  of  the 
most  beneficial  results.  It  would  nve  security 
to  the  indnstrtons  classes  of  society  for  the  prod- 
acts  of  their  labor,  agdnst  the  oasndties  in- 
cident to  the  paper  system.  The  laborer,  in 
returning  to  the  bosom  of  his  fomily  from  his 
weekly  toil,  would  no  longer  find  his  dumbers 
broken  by  the  apprehension  that  the  hard  earn- 
ings of  the  week,  perhaps  the  accumulation  of 
long  years  of  honest  indostry,  might  be  dissi- 
pated in  a  monent  by  the  explosion  of  a  bonk, 
or  the  banting  of  some  paper  babble.  It 
woold  give  seoari^i  to  a  grut  «xtent,  to  the 
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whole  bo^  <rf  the  ocnumimity  against  those 
^BBBtoons  flnotaatioDS  in  the  rune  of  property 
and  oontraota,  w^ioh  arise  from  the  ebbs  and 
Sows  of  an  unrestricted  pfl4>er  onrrenoy.  It 
would  give  secnrity  to  the  banks  themselTes,  by 
proTiduig  them,  in  the  d^ly  internal  circulation 
ot  the  country,  an  abundant  and  aoceaaible  tanA 
for  recrniting  their  resonroes,  whenever  they 
should  be  exposed  to  an  extraordinary  pressnra 

This,  sir,  is  the  happy  state  of  things  we 
might  promise  ourselves  from  replacing  (as  it 
is  the  aim  of  the  proposition  which  I  hare  bad 
the  honor  to  submit  to  do)  all  bank  bills,  nnder 
the  dencHuination  of  twenty  dollars,  with  a 
solid  oroulation  of  gold  and  ^rer.  Is  there 
any  tiling  wild,  any  tiling  Tisicmary,  any  tiling 
P«nioioiU)  in  enoh  a  qrstem  of  onrreney  as 
this  t  It  bas  the  sanction,  Hr.  Fredden^  of 
the  profoaodest  writers  on  questiijos  of  politi- 
oal  economy,  and  has  received  tiie  practical 
assent  of  the  wisest  nations.  I  am  well  aware 
that  it  would  ill  become  me  to  present  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate  any  scheme  which 
was  not  thus  tested  and  approved.  Of  all  the 
writers  who  have  treated  and  examined  ques- 
tions of  this  character,  none  possess  so  high  an 
authority  as  the  author  of  the  "  Wealth  of  Na- 
tions." It  has  been  well  and  justly  sud  that 
Adam  Smith  had  done  for  the  science  of  politi- 
cal economy  what  Bacon  and  Newton  had  done 
lor  physical  science,  and  Sydney  uidLooke  for 
tiie  science  of  government  and  the  fimdamen- 
tid  principles  of  civil  and  poUtical  liber^.  His 
work,  appearing  contemporaneously  with  the 
American  Revolution,  was  deeply  imbued  with 
the  free  spirit  and  the  largo  and  vigorous  thought 
which  so  remarkably  distinguished  that  great 
era.  He  came  forth  as  the  zealous  and  powwful 
diampion  of  free  trade,  the  inflexible  opponent  of 
monopoly  and  restriction,  in  all  their  multiplied 
forma,  the  ardent  advocate  of  every  thing  that 
is  liberal,  generous,  and  popular,  in  tiie  institu- 
tions of  society  and  the  intercourse  of  nations. 
No  work  has  ever  exercised  so  large  an  influ- 
ence for  good  on  the  policy  and  destiny  of  na- 
tions; and  none,  I  am  sure,  ccaindering  the 
stamp  of  liberty  as  well  as  wisdom  impressed 
upon  itj  is  better  entitled  to  the  respect  of  an 
assembly  of  American  le^slators.  AdamSnUth, 
by  a  strange  mistake,  has  been  up,  rather 
opprobriously,  as  the  advocate  ot  a  paper  system 
— as  the  founder,  in  fact,  the  paper  school  1 
Siiy  there  can  be  no  greater  mistake  than  tins. 
While  he  reoMttized  the  utility  of  a  judicious 
system  of  banking,  in  liberating  and  puttiiu 
into  productive  employment  capital  which 
would  otherwise  remain  dead  and  inactive,  and 
the  facilities  it  is  calculated  to  afford  to  com- 
merce, he  yet  insists  that  the  general  circular 
tion  of  the  country  should  be  gold  and  silver. 

As  the  general  prineiples  he  has  laid  down 
on  the  subgeote  of  banking  and  currency  con- 
tinue still  to  be  ^tpealed  to  by  the  enU^ditcaied 
writers  who  have  followed  him,  as  oflbrding 
the  soundest  ezporitlfui  of  those  snljeetB,  wbat- 
em  modifloationa  of  sabwdlnate  points  may 
ToL.  ZULp^T 
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have  been  made  by  mbse^nent  inquirers,  I  will 
give  to  the  Senate:,  and  pnndpally  in  the  words 
of  Adam  Smith  himseu;  an  outime  of  his  qrs- 
tem  of  currency.  After  speaking  of  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  expected  from  a  judicious  and 
properly  conducted  system  of  banking,  he  saya 
ezfH'eacuy,  that  "  the  commeroe  and  industry  of 
a  count^  are  not  so  secure  when  suspended,  as 
it  were,  on  the  Daadalian  wings  of  paper  money, 
as  when  they  travel  about  oa  the  solid  ground 
of  gold  and  silver."  He  si^  therefore,  it  ia 
the  policy  of  wise  Governments  *'  to  guard,  not 
only  against  that  excessive  multiplication  of 
paper  money  which  ruins  the  very  banks  which 
issue  it,  but  even  against  that  multiplication  of  it 
which  enables  them  to  fill  the  greater  part  ot 
the  eircnlation  of  the  conotry  with  it."  He 
then  prooeeds  to  show  that  "iLe  oirotilation  of 
every  country  mey  be  considered  as  divided 
into  two  different  branches :  the  circulation  of 
the  dealers  with  one  another,  and  the  circula- 
tion between  the  dealers  and  oonsmDers.*'  Hia 
next  position  is,  "  that  p^er  money  may  be  so 
regulated  as  either  to  oonfine  itself  very  much 
to  the  circulation  between  the  different  dealers, 
or  to  extend  itself  likewise  to  a  great  part  of 
that  between  the  dealersand  consumers.'^  The 
regulation  is  effected  by  fixing  the  denomina- 
tion of  the  notes  permitted  to  be  issued.  "  It 
wei-e  better,"  he  adds,  "that  no  bank  notes 
were  issued  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom  for  a 
smaller  som  than  five  pounds.  Paper  num^ 
would  then  confine  itself  to  the  eircnlation  b^ 
tweenthe  different  dealers;"  and  where  this 
is  l^e  case,  he  says,  *'  there  is  always  plenty  of 
gold  and  BUver."  "  But  where  it  extends  itself 
to  a  considerable  part  of  the  circulation  between 
dealers  and  consnmers,  it  banishes  gold  and  ^* 
ver  almost  entirely  from  the  country."  The 
system  of  Adam  Smith,  then,  resolves  itself 
into  this :  that  the  circulation  between  dealer 
and  dealer  may  be  of  p^r,  but  that  the  circu- 
lation between  dealer  and  oonsnmer  should  bo 
of  the  precious  metals ;  that  this  result  ought 
to  be  secured  by  prohibiting  the  issue  of  bank 
notes  for  a  less  sum  than  five  pounds,  and  that 
if  such  a  restriction  be  adtwted,  there  "  will 
always  be  plenty  of  gold  and  alver  "  in  oirou- 
laticm,  performing  alltbe  cSioee  of  exchange  in 
the  "  ordinary  transaoticms  "  of  sodety,  while 
the  use  of  p^r  would  be  ctmfined  to  com- 
mercial operations  of  a  larger  scale.  Instead 
oS  being  the  advocate,  for  less  the  founder,  oS 
an  unrestricted  paper  qrstem,  he  urges  the  neoes- 
rity  of  confining  it  to  commercial  accommoda- 
tion in  the  larger  transactions  between  dealer 
and  dealer.  He  is  in  favor  of  the  suppression 
of  all  bank  notes  under  five  pounds ;  whereby 
gold  and  silver  will  fill  the  ordinary  cbannus 
of  circulation,  and  become,  in  fact,  the  common, 
practical  onrroicy  of  the  country. 

Bat  this  system  does  not  rest  on  the  mthori- 
ty  of  Adsm  ftnlth  ahme.  Not  to  mention  tfae 
iUnstrioos  names  or  the  policy  of  other  enlight- 
ened natitms  in  support  of  it,  it  bas  reoeiVed 
the  saooeasive  sanotuin  of  a  long'  line  of  the 
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able^  practical  atateemen  in  England.  It  ib  a 
remarkable  fact,  that  the  great  work  of  Adam 
Bmitii  faaving  appeared  in  1776,  the  Fazliameat 
of  Great  Bntaiii,  in  the  verj  next  year,  poued 
a  Iat  prohibiting  all  bankers  from  issaing  notes 
under  the  denomhiation  of  five  pounds.  This 
continned  to  be  the  leeidative  policy  of  that 
ooontry  till  the  memorwle  year  of  1797,  when, 
in  consequence  of  the  exigencies  and  embarrass- 
ments of  that  tremendoas  conflict,  growing  out 
of  the  French  revolution,  which  d^Iateo  and 
oonvdsed  Europe  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
the  Bank  of  England,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Gtovemment,  suspended  specie  payments ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  resorted  to  an  issue  of  one- 
pound  and  two-pound  notes.  As  soon,  how- 
ever, as  tiie  war  was  at  an  md,  and  the  country 
was  in  a  dtoation  to  admit  of  the  reamaption 
of  ^ecie  payments  by  the  bank,  the  enl^hten- 
ed  statesmen  of  Ei^md  recurred  to  the  pro- 
bibiti(Hi  of  all  notes  under  the  denomination 
of  five  pounds.  This  return  to  a  sound  policy, 
bowerer,  was  not  aeoomplishedf  nor  has  it  been 
mi^dtained,  without  eneonutering  a  strenuous 
and  persevering  oppontion. 

There  is  something  so  instructive  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  reform  of  the  currency  in  England, 
tiiat  it  deserves  to  be  traced  somewhat  more  in 
detful.  In  1819,  a  law  was  passed  directing  a 
complete  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
the  bank  in  three  years,  to  wit,  m  1822 ;  and 
at  the  same  time  it  was  enacted  that  in  two 
years  after,  to  wit,  in  1824^  dl  small  notes  un- 
der tlie  denomination  of  five  pomkds  should  be 
prohibited.  The  first  nrovirion  was  ciurried 
nlly  into  effect  at  the  designated  period ;  but 
raoh  was  the  influence  of  the  oounby  bankers, 
and  other  associated  interests,  that,  before  the 
appointed  time  for  the  sai^ression  of  tiie  small 
notes  arrived,  the  latter  provision  was  repealed, 
and  the  final  sappresnon  of  the  small  notes 
was  adjourned  to  1888,  the  year  of  the  expira- 
tion of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
But  the  great  commercial  convolsion  of  1825, 
which  swept  banks,  merchants,  farmers,  every 
tiling,  before  it,  with  the  destructive  fury  of  a 
tornado,  soon  after  occurred,  and  forcibly  ad- 
monished British  statesmen  of  the  necessity  of 
seeking  a  remedy— in  part,  at  least— in  a  more 
solid  constitution  of  tbebr  currency.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  beginning  of  1826,  Lord  LivanotA 
and  Hr.  Bobinson,  tlje  one  the  first  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  the  other  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, introduced  and  earned  a  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  prohibition,  after  April,  1829,  of  all 
small  notes  under  the  denomination  of  five 
pounds.  This  law  was  stoutly  and  zealously 
opposed  at  the  time  of  its  enactment,  and  re- 
peated  attempts  were  sobsequently  made  to 
procure  its  repeal,  before  the  period  fixed  for 
its  operation.  Bat  these  eflforts  were  happily 
unavailing ;  and  the  doctrine  of  Adam  Smith, 
in  regard  to  tiie  prohibition  of  all  notes  under 
the  depomiuation  of  five  pounda  re-estdiliBhed 
in  18S9,  after  experiendiw  the  bitter  ftuits  of 
m  temporary  departure  from  it,  may  now  be 
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considered  as  the  final  and  settied  policy  of  the 
British  Government.  It  has  received  the  sanc- 
tion and  support  of  her  able|^  statesmen— of 
Liverpool,  oi  Peel,  of  Canning,  of  Hu^isson,  of 
Brougham,  of  Wellington — all  of  whom,  upon 
the  fullest  experience  and  consideration,  have, 
from  time  to  time,  borne  their  testimony  to  tiie 
value  and  importance  of  this  essential  restric- 
tion upon  a  paper  circulation. 

And  what  has  been  the  result  in  practice  t 
Why,  to  give  to  the  people  of  England  virtually 
a  metallic  currency ;  for  gold  and  ulver  form 
there  the  daily  habitual  medium  of  all  ordinary 
transactions.  A  bank  note,  except  on  speoiu 
occasions,  is  a  sort  of  phenomenon.  On  this 
point  we  have  precise  information.  It  appears, 
from  statistical  returns  referred  to  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  the  House  of  Oom- 
monsj  a  &w  fears  ago,  that  the  amount  oi  gold 
then  in  drcuktion  was  twenty-two  millions  of 
ponnd.1  sterling,  and  of  silver  eight  millions  of 
pounds  sterling.  I  do  not  spe^  of  gold  and 
silver  locked  np  in  the  vaults  of  banks;  but 
of  that  which  passes  daily  from  hand  to  hand, 
in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  business.  Mr. 
Gallatin,  in  his  instructive  pamphlet  on  the 
currency,  published  in  1880,  states  the  metallio 
circulation  of  England  at  precisely  the  same 
amount.  Allowing  nothing  for  any  augmenta- 
tion since,  the  people  of  England  have,  then, 
an  actual  circulating  medium  of  gold  and  silver 
to  the  amount  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
millions  of  dollars.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  (wh(^  donbtiess,  has  acoesa  to  the 
most  antiientio  sources  oS  infbnnation  on  the 
subject,)  in  his  annual  r^rt  at  the  oommeuoe- 
ment  of  the  session,  states  the  whde  p^ter 
circulation  of  England,  at  this  time,  at  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two  millions  of  dollars.  We 
may,  therefore,  conclude  that  what  Hr.  Gallatin 
says,  in  tiie  pamphlet  thus  referred  to,  is  sub- 
stantially correct — that,  "  by  the  suppression  of 
all  notes  of  a  less  deDomination  than  £5  sterling, 
the  amount  of  the  circulating  metallio  currency 
in  England  has  become  equal  to  that  of  bank 
notes  of  every  description."  One-half  of  the 
entire  circulation  consists  of  gold  and  silver, 
constantiy  pasnng  from  hand  to  hand,  and 
performing  all  the  officee  of  exchange  m  the 
ordinary  baeaneas  of  life^  and  thus  forming,  in 
&ot,  the  praotacal  currency  of  the  ooontry.  It 
is  this  large  inflidon  of  the  predous  metals 
which  has  preserved  the  currency  of  En^and, 
in  the  mun,  in  a  healthy  condition,  under  a 
system  of  banking  which  her  .  prime  minister 
hims(d£  (Lord  Liverpool,)  in  1826,  pronounced 
to  be,  m  other  respects^  "  the  most  insecure, 
the  most  rotten,  the  very  worst,  which  it  is 
possible  to  conceive." 

It  is  this  abundant  supply  of  the  precious 
metals,  filling  and  saturating  the  ordinary  chan- 
nels of  circulation,  which  I  desire  to  see 
brought  about  in  our  own  ooantry.  That  is 
the  end  to  be  aimed  at  What  are  the  means 
by  which  it  is  to  he  accomplished  t  We  have 
sera  that  in  England  it  has  been  aooomidished 
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by  the  prohibition  of  all  bank  notes  of  a  less 
dmomination  than  £5.  BlndlBr  means  wilt, 
donbtless,  accomplish  flie  same  end  here ;  and, 
I  most  add,  nothing  else  will.  It  is  in  vain  to 
expect  to  bring  gdd  and  nlver  coins  into  cir- 
enhtion,  iritfaont  a  previous  sniipression  of  all 
notes  of  corresponaing  denominations.  The 
reason  is  obvions.  If  there  exist  in  any  country 
tiro  distinct  currencies,  both  of  tbem  answer- 
ing eqnally  well  the  pnrposes  of  domestic  cir- 
oulation,  but  one  of  them  possesnng  only  a 
local  value,  confined  to  the  country  of  its  emis- 
sion, while  the  other  has  a  universe  and 
equal  value  throughout  the  world,  the  latter 
will  necessarily  go  abroad  into  the  commerce 
of  tJie  world,  in  qnest  of  the  riches  and  prodno 
tions  of  foreign  naUons^  leaving  the  former  at 
home  to  yerwaa  an  office  which  it  does  equally 
as  well,  tnongfa  tt  wotdd  be  wholly  without  nse 
or  value  abroad.  The  total  ineompatiUlity, 
ther^ore,  of  a  paper  and  metallic  currency  of 
the  same  denominations,  has  grown  into  an 
axiom.  Edmund  Burke,  (whose  sagacity  in 
questions  of  this  sort  is  well  known,)  at  the 
memorable  period  of  the  bill  brought  forward 
by  Mr.  Pitt  for  tlie  snspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  Bank  of  England,  in  1797,  la  a 
letter  written  during  his  last  illness  to  Mr. 
Oanning,  which  the  latter  gentleman  bronght 
most  touchingly  to  the  notice  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  In  a  debate  of  great  interest  and 
instrootion,  on  this  whole  subject,  at  a  much 
more  recent  period,  (1826,)  used  uiese  memo- 
rable words :  "Tell  Mr.  Pitt  that,  if  he  consents 
to  the  issue  of  one-pound  notes,  he  will  never 
see  a  guinea  again."  The  prophecy^  nr,  became 
history.  No  one  saw  a  guinea  in  aronlation  in 
England  while  the  bank  continued  the  issue  of 
me-pound  notes. 

In  1838,  when  a  great  struggle  again  took 
place  in  the  British  Parliament  on  the  final 
consnmmation  of  the  efiTort  to  restore  a  metallic 
currency,  there  was  not  a  single  distinguished 
man  who  did  not  bear  his  testimony  to  the 
truth  of  Mr.  Burke's  axiom.  The  Ohancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  said,  on  that  occaEdon,  *'  there 
was  a  natural  antipathy  between  the  one-podnd 
note  and  tlie  Bovemgn.  They  would  not  exist 
togetber,  for  tlie  note  soon  drove  the  sovereign 
out  of  eircalation.'*  The  Dnke  of  Wellington, 
who  was  eminently  a  practical  man,  and  apoka  ■ 
from  the  teachings  of  expoience,  ndd  '^^e 
experience  of  the  last  few  yean  had  proved  tlie 
tmth  the  theory,  tiiat  one-pound  notes  and 
gold  sovereigns  would  not  circulate  at  the  same 
time.  If  you  are  to  have  gold  in  circulation, 
you  cannot  have  one-pound  notes."  Mr.  Hns- 
tdsson,  whose  familiarity  with  questions  of  this 
sort  was  the  result  of  profound  studiee,  as  well 
as  matured  experience,  said,  still  more  pointed- 
ly, "  when  the  paper  is  let  in,  the  gold  will  dis- 
appear. Th^  might  vote  the  money,  they 
might  coin  it  but  how  could  they  rehdn  it  in 
Uie  country?"  This  remark  i^Iiea  most  ford- 
Uy  to  onr  present  litoatira.  We  have' voted 
the  metalUo  moae^,  we  ban  ooioed  it,  bat  it 


win  not  dronlate.  Since  we  corrected,  by  law, 
the  nnder-valuation  of  the  gold  coins,  (but  little 
more  than  two  years  ago,)  the  qnantl^  of  gold 
in  the  country,  according  to  the  late  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  has 
increased  fifteen  millions.  We  have  coined  at 
our  own  mint,  within  that  time,  according  to 
the  same  authority,  ten  millions  of  gold.  But 
where  is  it}  In  tiie  vaults  of  the  banks,  or 
hoarded  by  individuals!  and  we  shall  never  see 
it  in  circulation  until  we  have  opened  the  way  * 
for  it  by  a  previous  suppression  of  the  sraaU 
notes.  If  we  mean  to  do  any  thing  practical 
and  effectual  for  introducing  a  more  general 
circnlation  of  specie,  we  must  begin  at  tiie 
right  end,  by  first  putting  down  the  small-note 
raroulation. 


Wbdbxsdat,  January  11. 
Mr.  KxsT  presented  the  credentials  of  Jobs 
H.  Spenob,  elected  by  the  L^islature  of  Mary- 
land a  Senator  from  that  State,  to  fill  the  place 
vaoatM  by  the  death  of  Hon.  B.  H.  GOLDe- 
BOBonas^  till  the  4th  of  March  next. 

TexMlndq^endenee. 
Mr.  Walebb  sabmitted  the  fbllowmg  rew^ 
tion,  which  lies  on  tlie  table  one  day,  for  oon- 
nderation : 

Ratolved,  That  the  Btate  of  Texas  harisg  estab- 

lished  and  maintained  sn  indepmdeiit  Oovenunent, 
capable  of  perfoiming  those  dntka,  tanim  and 
domestic,  which  appertain  to  independent  Qovem- 
menta,  and  it  appealing  that  there  is  no  longer  any 
reoaooable  pioq>ect  of  the  suooeasful  prosecution  of 
the  war  by  Hexico  against  the  said  State,  it  is  ex- 
pedient and  proper,  andin  perfect  confonnity  withtfie 
laws  of  naUona,  and  the  practice  of  this  Govemmeat 
in  like  cases,  that  the  independent  political  existence 
of  said  State  be  acknowledged  by  the  Qovemment  of 
the  United  States.** 


THTTSBDA.T,  January  12. 

Expunging  ScBolution. 
[The  resolution  snd  the  preamble  were  the  flame 
which  had  been  presented  at  the  previous  Beeaion, 
and  which  it  is  lumeoessiry  to  rqiest.] 

Tbe  resolution  and  jweomble  baving  been 
read,  Vr.  Bkntoit  said :  Mr.  President,  it  is  now 
near  three  years  since  the  resolve  was  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  which  it  is  my  present  motion 
to  expunge  fi-om  the  jonmal.  At  the  moment 
that  this  resolve  was  adopted,  I  gave  notice  of 
my  intention  to  move  to  expunge  it ;  and  then 
expressed  my  confident  belief  that  the  motion 
would  eventually  prevail.  That  egression  of 
confidence  was  not  an  ebuHition  of  vanity,  or 
a  presumptuous  calculation,  intended  to  accel- 
erate the  event  it  affected  to  foretelL  It  was 
not  a  vain  boast,  or  an  idle  assmnptton,  but 
was  the  result  of  a  deep  conviction  of  the  in- 
jostioe  done  President  Jackson,  and  a  thorough 
reliance  upon  Uie  Justice  of  tiie  American  peo- 
ple. I  lUt  that  the  Frerfdoit  bad  been  wnmg- 


Digitized  by  Google 


100 


A6BIDGMENT  OF  THB 


[jAnuutr,  1837. 


ed;  .«Qd  heart  told  me  that  t^is  vroii« 
wonld  be  redreased.  The  event  proves  that  X 
was  not  mistaken.  The  qneetion  of  expon^g 
tiiia  resolatioii  has  been  oamed  to  the  P^l^ 
and  Huar  Aaeas&oa  has  been  bad  upon  it.  They 
decide  in  &-vot  of  the  expni^ation ;  and  their 
deoi^iMi  has  been  both  made  and  manifested, 
and  commonicated  to  ns  in  a  great  variety  of 
ways.  A  great  nmnber  of  States  have  enreedy 
instmeted  thdff  Senators  to  vote  for  this  ex- 
purgation. A  very  great  majority  of  the  States 
have  ejected  Senators  and  Bepresentatives  to 
Congress,  upon  the  express  ground  of  flavoring 
this  expur^ion.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  took  the  initiative  in  the  accusa- 
tion against  tiie  Preudent,  and  fomisbed  the 
material  uid  worked  the  maohineiy  which  was 
used  against  bim,  ud  which  was  then  bo 
powerful  on  this  floor,  has  become  more  and 
more  odiooB  to  the  nubUo  mind,  and  musteiB 
BOW  bnt  a  Blender  pnalonx  of  niwds  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress.  The  late  presidential 
election  famishes  additional  evidence  of  public 
eentiment  The  candidate  who  was  the  Mend 
of  President  Jackson,  the  supporter  of  his  ad- 
ministration, and  the  avowed  advocate  for  the 
expurgation,  has  received  a  large  m^ority  of 
the  futfrages  of  the  whole  Union,  and  that  after 
an  express  dedaration  of  his  sentiments  on 
this  precise  point  The  evidence  of  the  public 
will,  exhibited  in  all  these  forma,  is  too  mani- 
fest to  be  mistaken,  too  Mq^t  to  TeqaireillDB- 
tration,  and  too  imperative  to  be  dine^^ed. 
Omitting  detidb  and  q>edfio  enomoration  of 
proofe,  I  refer  to  our  own  files  for  the  instmo- 
tions  to  expunge— to  the  complexion  of  the  two 
Houses  for  the  temner  of  the  people — to  the 
dmotionaUzed  condition  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  for  the  fate  of  tJie  imperioos 
accuser — and  to  the  issue  of  the  presidential 
deotion  for  the  answer  of  the  Union.  All 
these  are  pr^nant  proofo  of  the  public  will ; 
and  the  last  pre-eminently  so — because  both 
the  question  of  tiie  expurgation  end  the  form 
of  the  process  were  directly  put  in  issue  upon 
it.  A  representative  of  the  people  from  the 
State  of  Kentucky  formally  interrogated  a 
prcMninent  candidate  for  the  prerictonc^  on  these 
points^  and  reqidred  bom  hun  a  pnUio  answer, 
fat  tbe  infi»mation  of  the  jpnbuo  mind.  The 
answer  was  given,  and  pabhshed,  and  reaJ  by 
all  the  voters  before  the  election ;  and  I  deem 
it  right  to  refer  to  that  answer  in  this  place, 
not  only  as  evidence  of  the  points  put  in  issue, 
bnt  Uso  for  the  purpose  of  doin^f  mwe  ample 
Justice  to  President  Jackson,  by  mcorporating 
mto  the  legislative  history  of  this  case  the  high 
and  honorable  testimony  in  hts  fkvor  of  l£e 
eminent  dtizen  who  has  just  been  exalted  to 
the  lofty  honors  of  the  American  presidmcy : 

**  Tour  last  question  seeks  to  know  '  my*  opinicm 
as  to  the  constitntional  power  of  the  Senate  or  Hooae 
of  Representatives  to  expanse  or  obliterate  from 
tiw  joumils  tbe  proceedings  en  a  previous  session. 

"  Ton  will,  X  sm  sure,  be  aatimed,  vpm  Ibrtber 
aCMidmttoB,  tfast  there  an  bnt  few  qwstkns  oS  a 


political  flbancter  less  oonnected  with  tbe  duties  of 

tbe  office  of  Prerident  of  the  United  States,  or 
that  might  not  irith  equal  propriety  be  put  by  an 
elector  to  a  caii(Udate  for  that  station,  than  this. 
With  the  joumals  of  neither  House  of  Congress  can 
he  properly  have  any  thing  to  do.  But  as  your 
que^on  has  doubtless  been  mduoed  by  the  pendency 
^  Colonel  Benton's  resolntiona  to  expunge  from 
tiie  jmunals  of  the  Senate  certain  oth^  resolutions 
toQCoiag  the  official  conduct  of  President  Jadcson, 
I  prefer  to  say  tlwt  I  regard  the  passage  of  Cdond 
Bentcm's  preamble  and  resolutitms  to  be  an  act  of 
justice  to  a  £udiful  and  greatly  injured  pubUo  aer- 
vant,  not  only  constitutional  in  itself  but  imperiously 
deaianded  by  a  proper  respect  for  the  wdl-known 
will  of  the  people." 

I  do  not  propose,  sir,  to  draw  violmt,  un- 
warranted, or  strained  inferoioes,  I  do  not 
assume  to  mj  tliat  the  qnefltion  of  thia  ezpu> 
Biriion  was  a  leadiDg  or  a  controlUng  point  in  tha 
umie  <^  this  election.  I  do  not  assume  to  say, 
or  inrinnate,  that  every  individual,  and  evwy 
voter,  detivered  his  soffi^  with  re&renoe  to 
this  question.  Doubtieas  there  were  many 
exceptions.  Still,  the  triumphant  deotion  <^ 
the  cmdidate  who  had  expressed  himself  in  the 
terms  just  quoted,  and  who  was,  besides,  the 
personal  and  political  friend  of  President  Jack- 
son, and  the  avowed  approver  of  his  adminis- 
tration, must  be  admitted  to  a  place  among  tbe 
proofs  m  this  case,  and  ranked  among  tbe  hi^ 
conouiring  evidences  of  the  public  sentiment 
in  &vor  of  the  motion  which  I  make. 

Assuming,  then,  that  we  have  aaoertaioed 
the  will  of  the  pM^e  on  this  groat  qnestiCHi, 
the  mqaiiy  presents  itseU;  how  rar  the  expres- 
sion of  that  will  ought  to  be  amdiisive  of  oar 
action  here^  I  hold  that  it  ou^t  to  be  binding 
mi  obligttory  npon  us ;  and  ihdt,  not  onlj 
up<xi  the  principles  of  representative  govern- 
ment, which  require  obetuence.  to  the  known 
will  of  the  people,  but  also  in  conformity  to 
the  principles  upon  which  the  proceeding 
against  President  Jackson  was  conducted,  when 
the  sentence  against  him  was  adopted.  Then, 
every  thing  was  done  with  special  reference  to 
the  will  of  the  people.  Their  impulsion  was 
assumed  to  be  tlie  sole  motive  to  action,  and 
to  tiiem  tbe  ultimate  verdict  was  expressly 
referred.  The  whole  machineiy  of  olann  and 
pressure,  every  engine  <^  poUtiou  and  monoyed 
power,  was  put  m  motiwi,  and  worked  for 
many  mcmthB,  to  exdte  the  peofde  against  die 
President,  and  to  stir  up  meetings,  m«noriah^ 
petitions,  travelling  committees,  and  distress 
deputations,  agsinst  him ;  and  each  symptom 
of  popular  disrontent  was  Iwled  as  an  evidence 
of  pnblio  will,  and  quoted  here  as  proctf  that 
the  people  demanded  the  condemnation  of  the 
President  Not  only  l^^slative  assemblies, 
and  memorials  from  large  assemblies,  were  then  - 
produced  here  as  evidence  of  public  opinion, 
bnt  the  petitions  of  boys  nnder  age,  the  re- 
monstrances of  a  few  signers,  and  the  results  of 
the  most  inoonnderable  deotions,  were  osten- 
tatiously paraded  and  magoified  as  the  evidence 
of  the  sovereign  will  of  onroonstitnarts.  Thns^ 
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bItj  the  pablio  voice  was  every  tiling,  while  that 
voice  partially  obtained  through  political  and 
pecnniarj  machinations,  was  adverse  to  the 
PrcBident.  Tlien,  the  popular  will  was  tho 
shiine  at  which  all- worshipped.  Now,  when 
that  will  ii  resolarly,  soberlj,  repeatedly,  and 
almost  oniverBally^  expressed  through  the  baUot- 
Ixura,  ^  the  vanous  dectitnu,  ai^  tarns  out 
to  be  in  &Tor  of  the  Fresidnit,  coiainly  no 
one  can  dln«gard  it,  nor  otherwise  look  at  it 
than  as  the  solemn  verdict  of  the  competent 
and  nltimate  tribunal,  iip<m  an  issae  fidrly  made 
up,  folly  argued,  and  doly  submitted  for  decis- 
ion. As  such  verdict,  I  receive  It.  As  the 
deliberate  verdict  of  the  sovereign  people,  I  bow 
to  it  I  am  content  I  do  not  mean  to  reopen 
the  cose,  nor  to  recommence  the  argument  I 
leave  that  work  to  others,  if  any  others  choose 
to  perform  it  For  myself  I  am  content ;  and, 
dispensing  with  ftirther  argmnent,  I  shall  call 
for  Judgment,  and  ask  to  have  execution  done 
imon  that  niuuqppy  journal,  which  the- verdict 
of  ndUiotts  of  fireiBinen  finds  guilty  (tf  bearing 
on  ita  ftee  an  untrue,  illegal,  and  unconstitn- 
lional  sentence  of  coadenmation  against  the 
Improved  President  of  the  repubUc. 

Sot,  while  declining  to  reopen  the  argnment 
of  this  question,  and  refni^g  to  trei^  over 
again  the  ground  already  traversed,  there  is 
another  and  a  different  task  to  perform ;  one 
which  the  approaching  termination  of  President 
Jackson's  amninistration  makes  peculiarly  prop- 
er at  this  time,  and  which  it  Is  my  privilege, 
and  perhaps  my  duty,  to  execute,  as  being  the 
suitable  conclusion  to  the  arduoas  oont^  in 
which  we  have  been  so  long  engaged :  I  allude 
to  the  gengrol  tenor  of  his  admmistration,  and 
to  ita  mMStf  fiv  good  or  for  evil,  upon  the  cou- 
pon of  his  country.  T\A&  is  the  proper  time  for 
snch  a  view  to  be  taken.  The  poUtlcal  existence 
of  thia  great  man  now  draws  to  a  olose.  In 
little  more  than  forty  days  he  ceases  to  be  a 
pablio  character.  In  a  few  brief  weeks  he 
ceases  to  be  an  object  of  political  hope  to  any, 
and  should  cease  to  be  an  object  of  political  hate, 
or  envy,  to  all.  Whatever  of  motive  the  servile 
and  tame-serving  might  have  found  in  his  exalted 
station  for  raismg  the  idtar  of  adulation,  and 
borniDg  the  incense  of  pnuse  before  him,  that 
motive  can  no  longer  exist  The  dispenser 
of  the  patronage  of  an  empire — the  chief  of 
this  great  confederacy  of  States — is  soon  to  be 
a  private  individual,  strtoped  of  all  power  to 
reward  or  to  punidi.  His  own  thongbta,  as  he 
has  ahown  ns  in  the  ocnolading  paruraph  of 
that  message  whloh  fl  to  be  the  last  or  its  Idnd 
ttiat  we  shall  ev^  receive  irom  him,  are  direct- 
ed to  that  beloved  retirement  from  which  he 
was  drawn  by  the  voice  of  millions  of  freemen, 
and  to  which  he  now  looks  for  that  interval  of 
repose  wUdh  age  and  infirmities  reqnire.  Under 
these  circumstences,  he  ceases  to  be  a  subject 
for  tho  ebnlUtion  of  the  pasuons,  and  passes 
into  a  character  for  the  contemplation  of  his- 
tory. Historicaily,  then,  shall  I  view  him ;  and, 
liiiOBtIng  thia  view  to  hia  oivfl  admlidBfentioD,  I 


demand  where  is  there  a  chief  magistrate  o/ 
whom  so  much  evil  has  been  predicted,  ai^ 
from  whom  so  much  good  has  oome  ?  Never 
has  any  man  entered  upon  the  chief  magistracy 
of  a  country  under  such  appalling  predictions 
of  min  and  woe  I  never  has  any  one  been  so 
pnrsaed  with  direfbl  prognostications  I  Nev«r 
baa  any  one  been  so  beset  and  fanpeded  a 
powerftd  combination  of  political  and  moneyed 
confederates  I  Kever  has  uiy  one  in  any  coun- 
try, where  the  administration  oX  Justioe  has 
risen  above  the  knife  or  the  bow-string,  been 
BO  lawlesdy  and  ahamelesfly  tried  imd  eon- 
demned  by  rivals  and  enemies,  without  hearing, 
without  defence,  without  the  forms  of  law  or 
justice  I  History  has  been  ransacked  to  find 
examples  of  tyrants  sufficiently  odions  to  illus- 
trate him  by  comparison.  Li^gnage  has  been 
tortured  to  find  epithets  snfficwntly  strong  to 
paint  him  in  description,  Lnag^nation  haa 
been  exhausted  in  her  ^orts  to  deck  him  with 
revolting  and  inhnman  attributes.  Tyrant, 
despot,  nsurper ;  destroyer  of  the  libertiee  « 
his  country ;  rash,  ignorant,  imliedle ;  endan- 
gering the  publip  peaoe  with  all  forngn  nations ; 
destroying  domestic  prosperity  at  h(Hne ;  min- 
ing all  industty,  all  commerce,  all  manafscto- 
ries ;  annihilating  confidenoe  betwem  man  and 
man ;  delivering  up  the  streets  of  populoas  dties 
to  grass  and  weeds,  and  the  whures  of  com- 
mercial towns  to  the  encumbrance  of  decaying 
vessels,  depriving  labor  of  all  reward ;  depriving 
industiy  of  all  employm^t ;  destroying  uie  cur- 
rency" ;  plunging  an  innocent  and  happy  people 
from  the  summit  of  felicity  to  the  aepths  <tf 
misery,  want  and  despair. '  Snch  Is  the  mnt  out- 
line, followed  up  by  actnal  condemnation,  of  the 
appalling  dennnoiationa  daily  uttered  against 
this  one  man,  fKitn.  Ilie  moment  he  became  an 
object  of  political  competition,  down  to  the 
coQcla^ng  moment  of  his  political  existence. 

The  sacred  voice  of  inspiration  has  told  us 
that  there  is  a  time  for  all  things.  There  cer- 
tainly has  been  a  time  for  every  evil  that  human 
nature  admits  of  to  be  vaticinated  of  I^^dent 
Jackson's  administration ;  equally  certain,  the 
time  has  now  come  for  all  rational  and  well- 
disposed  pecmle  to  compare  the  predictions  wilb 
the  facts,  end  to  ask  themselves  if  t^ese  calami- 
tous prognostications  have  been  verified  by 
events  ?  Have  we  peaoe,  or  war,  with  foreign 
nations  f  Oertainly,  we  have  peaoe  I  peaoe 
with  all  the  worid  1  peace  with  all  its  boiign, 
and  felioHoua,  and  hcmefloart  taifluenoes!  Are 
we  respected  or  deqdsed  alvosdl  OerbUnly 
the  American  name  never  was  more  honored 
throughout  the  four  qnarters  of  the  globe,  thm 
in  this  very  moment  Do  we  hear  of  indigo 
nity  or  outrage  in  any  qnarterf  of  merchants 
robbed  in  foreign  ports  t  vl£  vessels  searched  on 
the  high  seas  ?  of  American  citizens  impressed 
into  foreign  service*  of  the  national  flag  in- 
sulted anywhere?  On  the  contrary,  we  see 
former  wrongs  repaired ;  no  new  ones  inflicted. 
France  ^ys  twenty-five  millions  of  francs  fw 
spoliatioiu  committed  thirty  yean  NM«* 
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pays  two  miiiirtna  ooe  boiidnd  tbonaand  dnoats 
VK  wrongs, of  the  same  date;  Denmark  p^B 
idx  hnndred  and  fifty  thousand  rixdoUara  for 
wrongs  done  a  qnarter  of  a  centnrj  ago ;  Spain 
engages  to  pay  twelve  millions  of  reals  velon 
for  ii^Dries  of  fifteen  years*  date ;  and  Porto- 
gal,  the  last  in  the  list  of  former  aggressors, 
admits  her  liability,  and  only  waits  the  adjust- 
ment of  details  to  close  her  occonnt  by  ade- 
quate indemnity.  So  far  from  war,  insult,  con- 
tempt, and  spoUation,  from  abroad,  this  de- 
nomuMd  admmistration  has  been  the  season  of 
peace  and  good  will,  and  the  auspioions  era  of 
uiiTersal  reparian.  So  far  &om  saffeiing 
iiytiiy  at  the  liaiids  tif  foreign  powers,  onr 
merobaiitB  have  received  indemnities  for  all 
f<MTner  in^ories.  It  has  been  the  day  of  ao- 
ooonting,  of  settlement,  and  of  retribntion. 
The  long  list  of  arrearages,  extending  throagh 
four  BucoessiTe  previous  administrations,  has 
been  closed  and  settled  up.  The  wrongs  done 
to  oommeroe  for  thirty  years  back,  and  under 
so  many  different  Presidents,  and  indemnities 
withheld  from  all,  have  been  repaired  and  pi^d 
over  under  the  beneficent  and  glorioas  adminis- 
tration of  Pre^dent  Ja<^soD.  But  one  rangle 
instance  of  outrage  has  occurred,  and  that  at 
the  extremities  of  the  world,  and  by  a  piratical 
horde,  amenable  to  no  law  but  the  lav  of 
Jbroe.  The  Malays  of  Sumatra  oommitted  a 
robbeiy  and  massacre  upon  an  American  veseeL 
Wretohea  t  they  did  not  then  know  that  Jack- 
aon  was  President  ct  the  United  States  I  and 
that  no  distance,  no  time,  no  idle  ceremonial 
of  treating  with  robbers  and  assassins,  was  to 
hold  back  the  arm-  of  justice.  Commodore 
Downes  went  eat.  His  cannon  and  his  bayo- 
nets struck  the  outlaws  in  their  den.  They 
paid  in  terror  and  in  blood  for  the  outrage  wbi<^ 
was  committed ;  and  the  great  lesson  was  taught 
to  these  distant  pirates — to  our  antipodes  them- 
selves— that  not  even  the  entire  diameter  of 
this  gjobe  could  protect  theml  and  that  the 
name  of  American  citizen,  like  that  of  Boman 
eituen  in  the  great  d^s  of  the  rmnblic  and 
of  the  «npir8,  was  to  be  the  inviolable  pass- 
port of  all  that  wore  it  throof^ont  the  whole 
extent  of  the  habitable  world. 

At  h(»ne  the  most  gratifying  picture  presents 
itself  to  the  view:  the  pubbo  debt  p£ud  off; 
taxes  reduced  one-half;  the  completion  of  the 
pnbUo  defences  systematically  commenced;  the 
compact  with  Geo^a,  uncomplied  with  since 
1802,  now  carried  into  effectj  and  her  soil  ready 
to  be  freed,  as  her  jorisdictioa  has  been  d^iv- 
ered  from  tae  presence  and  inomnbrance  of  an 
Indian  population.  Hissisappi  and  Alabama, 
Georgia,  Tennessee  and  Nortn  Oarolina,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Ulinoia,  Uissouri,  and  ArJumsaa,  in  a 
word,  all  the  States  incumbered  with  an  Lidian 
population,  liaTe  been  relieved  from  that  in- 
onmbranoe;  and  the  Indians  themselves  have 
been  transferred  to  new  and  permanent  homes, 
ev^  way  better  adapted  to  the  ei^ioyment  of 
thor  eiistenoe,  the  preservation  of  their  rightB, 
and  the  improvement  of  th^  oondition. 


[JAinuKT,  1687. 

The  cuzrent^  Is  not  mined  I  On  the  oon- 
trary,  sevoitT-five  miUions  of  spede  in  the 
country  is  a  spectacle  never  seen  befor^  and  is 
the  barrier  of  the  people  agatnst  the  designs 
of  any  banks  which  may  aUempt  to  SDSpuid 
payments,  and  to  force  a  dishonored  paper  cur- 
rency upon  the  community.  These  seventy-five 
millions  are  the  security  of  the  people  against 
the  dangers  of  a  depreciated  and  inconvertible 
paper  money.  Gold,  after  a  disappearance 
thirty  years,  is  restored  to  our  country.  All 
Europe  beholds  with  admiration  the  saccess 
of  our  efforts,  in  three  years,  to  supply  our- 
selves with  the  currency  which  our  constitntitHi 
guarantees,  and  which  the  example  <tf  France 
and  Holland  diows  to  be  so  eanly  sttainaUe, 
and  of  such  incalculable  value  to  indostry, 
morals,  eoonon^,  and  solid  wealth.  The  sno- 
ccss  of  tiiese  efforts  is  styled,  in  the  best  Lon- 
don papers,  not  merely  a  formation,  but  a 
revolution,  in  the  currency  I  a  revolution  by 
which  our  America  is  now  regaining  from 
Europe  the  gold  and  silver  which  she  has  been 
sending  to  them  for  thirty  years  past 

Domestic  industry  Is  not  paralyzed,  confi- 
dence is  not  destroyed,  factories  are  not  stopped, 
workmen  are  not  mendicants  for  bread  and 
employment,  credit  is  not  extinguished,  prices 
have  not  sunk,  grass  is  not  growing  in  the 
streets  of  populous  cities,  the  wharves  are  not 
lumbered  with  decaying  vessels,  columns  of 
curses,  riang  from  the  bosoms  of  a  ruined  and 
agcadzed  people,  arc  not  ascending  to  heaven 
against  the  destroyer  of  a  nation's  felicity  and 
prosperity.  On  the  contrary,  the  reverse  of 
ail  uiis  is  true!  and  true  to  a  degree  that 
astonishes  and  bewilders  the  senses.  I  know 
that  all  is  not  gold  that  glitters ;  that  there  is  a 
difference  between  a  specious  and  a  solid  pros- 
perity. I  know  that  a  part  of  the  present  pros- 
perity is  apparent  only,  the  effect  of  an  increase 
of  fifty  mmions  of  paper  money  forced  into 
circulation  by  one  thousand  banks ;  but,  after 
making  due  allowance  for  this  fictitious  and 
delusive  excess,  the  real  prosperity  of  the 
country  is  still  unprecedenuy  and  transcend- 
ently  great.  I  know  that  every  flow  must  be 
followed  by  its  ebb,  that  every  expuidon  must 
be  followed  by  its  contraction.  I  know  that  a 
revulMon  in  the  paper  system  is  inevitable ;  bat 
I  know,  also,  that  these  seventy-five  millions 
of  gold  and  silver  is  the  bulwark  of  the  coun- 
try, and  will  enable  every  honest  bank  to  meet 
its  liabilities,  and  every  prudent  citizen  to  take 
care  of  himsell 

Turning  to  some  point*  in  the  civil  adminis- 
tration of  President  Jadcson,  and  how  much 
do  we  not  find  to  admire  I  The  great  cause 
of  the  constitution  has  been  vindicated  from  an 
imputation  of  more  than  forty  years*  duration. 
He  has  demonstrated,  by  the  fict  itself;  that  a 
national  bank  is  not  "  necessary  "  to  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  in 
that  demonstration  he  has  upset  the  argument 
of  General  Hamilton,  and  the  decimon  of  l^e 
Suio-eme  Ooort  of  the  United  States,  and  aU 
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that  ever  haa  been  said  in  fiiTor  of  the  conati- 
tationalitr  of  a  national  bank.  All  this  ail- 
ment and  decbion  rested  upon  the  Bin^e  as- 
sumption of  the  "  necessity  "  of  that  Institntion 
to  Uie  Federal  GoTertunent  Ho  has  shown  it 
Is  not  "  necessary ; "  that  the  carrency  of  the 
constitution,  and  especially  a  gold  cnrreney,  is 
all  that  the  Federal  Government  wonts,  and 
that  she  can  get  that  vhenoTer  she  pleases. 
In  this  single  act  he  has  vindicated  the  consti- 
tation  from  an  n^jnst  impntation,  and  knocked 
fh>Tn  under  the  decisioQ  of  the  Snpreme  Court 
the  assumed  &ct  on  which  it  rested.  He  has 
prepared  the  way  for  the  reversal  of  that  deci- 
sion ;  and  it  is  a  question  for  lawyers  to  answer, 
whether  the  case  is  not  ripe  for  the  applicalion 
of  that  writ  of  most  remedial  nature,  as  Lord 
Coke  calls  it,  and  which  Traa  invented  lest  in 
any  case  there  sbonld  be  an  oppresrire  defect 
of  jnstioe— the  veuerable  writ  of  audita  que- 
rela d^endentia — to  ascertain  the  tmth  of  a 
fact  happening  since  the  judgment,  and  upon 
the  dne  finding  of  which  the  judgment  will  be 
vacated.  Let  the  lawyers  bring  their  books, 
and  answer  us  if  there  is  not  a  case  here  pre- 
sented for  the  applicaU<m  of  that  ancient  and 
most  remedial  writ. 

From  President  Jackson  the  country  has 
first  learned  the  tme  theory'  and  practical  intent 
of  the  constitution,  in  giving  to  the  Executive 
a  qualified  negative  on  the  legislative  power  of 
Congress.  Far  from  being  an  odious,  danger- 
oos,  or  kindiy  prerogative,  tiiis  power,  as  vested 
in  the  President,  is  nothing  but «  qualified  copy 
of  the  famous  veto  power  vested  in  the  tribunes 
of  the  people  among  the  Romans,  and  intended 
to  suspend  the  passage  of  a  law  until  the  people 
themselves  should  have  time  to  consider  it. 
The  qualified  veto  of  the  President  destroys 
nothing;  it  only  delays  the  passage  of  a  law, 
and  refers  it  to  the  people  for  their  considera- 
tion and  decision.  It  is  the  reference  of  the 
law,  not  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  or  of  the 
whole  House,  but  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  Union.  It  is  a  reeommitment  of  the 
bill  to  the  people,  for  them  to  examine  and 
connder ;  and  if,  upon  this  examination,  they 
are  content  to  pass  it,  it  will  pass  at  the  next 
sessloD.  The  delay  of  a  tsw  mohths  is  the  only 
effect  of  a  veto  in  a  case  where  the  people  shaU 
nltimately  approve  a  law ;  where  they  do  not 
approve  it,  the  interposition  of  the  veto  is  the 
lumrier  which  saves  them  the  infiiction  of  a 
law,  the  repeal  of  which  might  afterwards  be 
almost  impossible.  The  qualified  n^ative  is, 
therefore,  a  beneficent  power,  intended,  as 
General  Hamilton  expressly  declares  in  the 
Federalist,  to  protect,  first,  the  executive  depart- 
ment from  the  encroachments  of  the  legislative 
department;  and,  secondly,  to  preserve  the 
people  from  hasty,  dangerous^  or  criminal  legis- 
lation on 'the  port  of  thcdr  representatives. 
This  is  the  design  and  intention  of  tbe  veto 
power;  and  the  fear  expressed  by  Ctoneral 
Hamilton  was,  that  Presidents,  so  fiu-  flrom 
exercising  it  too  (rften,  would  not  nEendse  it 
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as  often  as  the  safety  of  the  people  required; 
th^  might  lack  the  moral  oonrage  to  stake 
themselves  in  oppoidtion  to  a  &vome  meoflnre 
of  the  majority  of  the  two  Honsea  of  Oon-. 
pess,  and  thus  deprive  the  people^  in  maoy 
instances,  of  their  right  to  pass  upon  a  mSi 
before  it  becomes  a  final  law.  The  oasee  in 
which  President  Jackson  has  exercised  the  veto 
power  has'shown  the  somidness  of  these  obser- 
vations. No  ordinary  President  would  have 
staked  himself  og^iist  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  .and  the  two  Houses  of  Oongress,  in 
1882.  It  required  President  Jacloon  to  eon- 
front  that  power — to  stem  that  torrent— to  stay 
the  progrees  of  that  citarter,  and  to  refer  it  to 
the  people  for  their  decision.  His  moral  .cour- 
was  eqnal  to  the  crisis.  He  arrested  Uie 
rter  nntil  it  could  oo  to  the  people,  and 
they  have  arrested  it  forever.  Had  he  not 
done  so,  the  charter  would  have  become  law, 
and  its  repeal  almost  Impossible.  Hie  people 
of  the  whole  Unioa  wonld  now  have  been  in 
the  condition  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania, 
bestrode  by  the  monster,  m  daily  confiict  with 
him,  and  maintaining  a  doabtml  contest  for 
Bupremat^  between  the  Government  of  a  State 
and  the  directory  of  a  moneyed  corporation. 

To  detail  specific  acts  which  adorn  the  ad- 
ministration President  Jackson,  and  illnstivte 
the  intuitive  sagacity  of  his  inteUeot  the  firm- 
ness of  his  mind,  his  disr^ard  <k  personal 
popularity,  and  his  entire  devotion  to  the  pnblio 
good,  would  be  incon^atent  witli  this  nq>id 
sketch,  intended  merely  to  present  genwal 
views,  and  not  to  detaU  nngle  notions,  howso- 
ever vortiiy  they  may  be  of  a  mloidld  page 
in  the  volume  of  history.  Bat  now  can  we 
pass  over  the  great  measure  of  the  removal  of 
the  public  moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  the  autumn  of  1888 1  that  wise,  heroic, 
and  masterly  measure  of  prevention,  which  haa 
rescued  an  empire  from  the  fangs  of  a  merciless, 
revengeful,  greedy,  insatiate,  implacable,  mon- 
eyed power  I  It  IS  a  remark  for  which  I  am 
indebted  to  the  philosophic  otwervation  of  my 
most  esteemed  coUeagne  and  friend,  (pointing 
to  Dr.  Lira,)  t^iai,  while  It  requires  &r  greater 
talent  to  foreaee^m  evil  before  it  happens,  and. 
to  arrest  it  by  precantionaiy  measorea,  than  it 
requires  to  apply  an  adequate  ramedy  to  the 
same  evil  after  it  has  happMwd,  yet  the  applawe 
b(»towed  by  the  world  is  always  greatest  m  the 
latter  case.  Of  this  the  removal  of  the  public 
moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is 
an  eminent  instance.  The  veto  of  188^  which 
arrested  the  charter  which  Congress  had  grant- 
ed, immediately  received  the  applanae  and 
approbation  of  a  majority  of  the  Union;  the 
removal  of  the  deposits,  which  prevented 
the  bank  from  forcing  a  re-chnrter,  was  dis- 
approved by  a  large  minority  of  the  country, 
and  even  of  his  own  friends;  yet  the  veto 
would  have  be^  nnav^ing^  and  the  bank 
would  inevitably  have  been  reciiartered,  if  the 
deposits  had  not  been  removed.  The  jmmense 
sums  cf  pnbUo  mon^  dnoe  accumulated  would 
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hsre  uabled  the  bank,  if  she  had  retidned  the 
possesrion  of  ft,  to  hare  coerced  a  reoharter. 
Nothing  but  the  removBl  coald  have  prevented 
.her  from  extorting  a  recfaarter  fVom  the  suffer- 
ings and  terrors  of  the  people.  If  it  had  not 
b€>en  for  that  measore,  the  previous  veto  would 
have  been  unavailing;  the  bank  would  have 
been  aoun  installed  in  power,  and  this  entire 
Federal  Giovemment  wonld  have  been  held  as 
an  appendage  to  that  bank,  and  administered 
aocoraing  to  her  directions,  and  hj  her  nomi- 
nees. Inat  great  measore  of  prevention,  ttie 
removal  of  the  depodto,  tiiongh  feebly  and 
fUntij  Biqmorted  hy  mends  at  first,  has  expelled 
tiie  bank  mm  the  field,  and  driven  her  into 
abeyanoe  under  a  &ate  charter.  She  is  not 
dead,  but,  hddhig  her  capital  and  stockholders 
together  under  a  Btate  uiartw,  she  has  taken 
ft  portion  to  watch  events,  and  to  profit  by 
them.  The  royal  tiger  has  gone  into  the 
jnn^el  and,  cronched  on  his  beUy,  he  aw^ts 
the  favorable  niom«it  for  emerging  from  his 
cover,  and  springing  on  the  body  of  the  nnsus' 
]^oa8  traveller  I 

The  Treasnry  order  for  exclading  paper  money 
from  the  land  offices  is  another  wise  measure, 
origln^ing  in  an  enlightened  forecast,  and  pre- 
venting great  mischi^  Hie  Preddent  foresaw 
the  evuB  of  anffering  a  thousand  streams  oi  paper 
numey,  issoing  from  a  thooaand  difforoit  baiuu, 
to  diioharge  themselveB  on  the  notimal  domiun. 
H«  foresaw  that,  if  these  onrrents  were  allowed 
to  run  thw  course,  the  public  lands  wonld 
be  swept  away,  the  Treasury  would  be  filled 
with  imdeemable  paper,  a  vast  number  of 
banks  mnst  be  broken  by  their  folly,  and  the 
cry  set  up  that  notiiing  bat  a  national  bank 
could  rMolate  the  oorrency.  He  stopped  the 
course  of  these  streams  of  paper,  and,  in  so 
doing,  has  saved  the  country  from  a  great  ca- 
lamity, and  ex<»ted  anew  the  machinations  of 
those  whose  schemes  of  gain  end  mischief  hare 
been  diB^>pointed,  and  who  had  counted  on  a 
new  edition  of  panic  and  pressure,  and  again 
saluting  Congress  with  tiie  old  story  of  confi- 
^aoM  destroyed,  currency  mined,  prosperity 
annihilated,  and  distress  producedj  by  the  lyr- 
auny  of  one  man.  ThOT  began  then:  Ingnbrioas 
flong;  but  ricUonle  and  contempt  have  proved 
too  strong  for  money  and  iDsolence;  and  the 
panic  letter  of  the  ex- president  of  the  denation- 
alized bank,  after  limping  about  for  a  few  days, 
has  shrunk  from  the  laah  of  public  scorn,  and 
disappeared  from  the  forum  of  public  debate. 

The  di£9cnlty  with  France :  what  an  instance 
it  presents  of  tbe  superior  sagacity  of  President 
Jackson  over  all  the  commonplace  politicians 
who  beset  and  impede  his  administration  at 
home  I  That  difficulty,  inflamed  and  a^;ra- 
vaied  by  domestic  faction,  wore,  at  one  time,  a 
portflsatooa  a^eot;  the  skill,  firmness,  elevation 
of  purpose,  and  manly  frankness,  of  tiie  Presi- 
dent, avoided  the  danger,  accomplished  the 
ohject,  commanded  the  admiration  of  Europe, 
and  retained  the  friendship  of  France.  He  con- 
dnotod  the  delicate  affiidr-to  a  toccessftil  and 
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mutually  hnitmble  issue.  AH  is  amicahb^  and 
happily  terminated,  leaving  not  a  wound,  nor 
even  a  scar,  behind — ^leaving  the  Frenchman 
and  American  on  the  ground  on  which  they 
have  stood  for  fifty  years,  and  should  forever 
stand ;  the  ground  of  friendship,  respect  good 
will,  and  mutual  wishes  for  the  honor,  big- 
ness, and  prosperity  of  each  other.  , 

But  why  this  specification  t  So  beneficent 
and  so  glorious  has  been  the  administratioai  of 
this  President,  that  where  to  b^n,  and  where 
to  end,  in  the  ennmerati<Hi  of  great  measures, 
wonld  be  the  embarraaament  him  who  hw 
bis  eulogy  to  make.  He  oame  Into  office  the 
first  (tf  generals;  he  goes  out  tiie  first  of  atatea- 
men.  His  dvfl  competitora  have  shared  the 
fate  of  his  military  opponents ;  and  Washing- 
ton city  has  been  to  the  American  politiciana 
who  have  assiuled  him,  what  New  Oneons  was 
to  the  British  generals  who  attacked  his  lines. 
Repulsed  I  driven  back  1  discomfited  1  crushed  I 
has  been  the  fate  of  all  assailants,  foreign  and 
domestic,  civil  and  military.  At  home  and 
abroad,  the  impress  of  his  genius  and  of  hia 
character  is  felt  He  boa  impressed  upon  the 
0^  in  which  he  lives  ihe  stomp  of  his  arms,  of 
his  diplomacy,  and  of  his  domestic  policy.  In 
a  word,  eo  transcendent  have  been  the  merits 
of  his  B^ninistration,  that  they  have  operated 
a  miracle  upon  the  minds  of  his  most  invetoivto 
opponenta.  He  has  expunged  their  ol^ectiona 
to  military  ohieftdnsl  He  has  shown  them 
that  they  were  mistaken ;  that  military  men 
were  not  the  dangerous  rulers  they  had  im- 
agined, but  safe  and  prosperous  conductors  of 
the  vessel  of  state.  He  has  dianged  their  fear 
into  love.  With  visible  signs  they  admit  their 
error,  and,  instead  of  deprecating,  they  now 
invoke  the  reign  of  chieftains.  They  labored 
hard  to  procure  a  military  saocessor  to  the 
present  incumbent ;  and  if  their  love  goes  on 
increasing  at  the  same  rate,  the  republic  may 
be  put  to  the  expense  of  periodical  wars,  to 
breed  a  perpetual  sucoesaon  of  these  ohieftaina 
to  rule  over  them  a^d  tbur  posterity  forever. 

To  drop  tbis  irony,  which  the  incondstenoy 
of  mad  op[»onents  has  provoked,  and  to  return 
to  the  plain  delineations  of  historical  paiotinc^ 
the  mind  instinctively  dwells  on  the  vast  ana 
unprecedented  popularity  of  this  Pre^dent. 
Great  is  the  infiuence,  great  the  power,  greater 
than  any  man  ever  before  possessed  m  our 
America,  whii^  he  has  acquired  over  the  pub- 
Uo  mind.  And  how  has  he  acquired  it  ?  Not 
by  the  arts  of  intrigue,  or  the  jailing  tricks 
of  diplomacy ;  not  by  undermining  rivals,  or 
saoiooing  public  interesta  for  the  gratification 
of  classes  or  individuals.  But  he  has  acquired 
it,  first,  by  the  exercise  of  an  intuitive  sagacity 
which,  lea^ng  all  book  learning  at  an  immeaa:- 
arable  distsnoe  behind,  has  always  enabled  him 
to  ad<^  tiie  rij^t  remedy,  at  uie  right  time, 
and  to  oonqner  soonest  when  the  men  of  forms 
and  office  tooo^t  him  most  near  to  ruin  and 
despair.  Next,  by  a  moral  oonrage  which  knew* 
no  fear  when  tue  pnbUo  good  bqckoned  him  to 
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go  ML  iMtt  and  cUefMti,  he  has  aoqnired  it 
Dj  an  open  honesty  (tf  porpoae,  which  £3iew  no 
conoealmentB;  by  a  str^ght-forwardiiesB  of 
aotioQ,  which  diaoained  the  forms  of  offioe  and 
the  arts  of  intrigae ;  by  a  disintereetedness  of 
motive,  which  knew  no  selfish  or  sordid  calcn- 
ladon;  a  devotedness  of  patriotism,  which 
st^ed  every  thing  personal  on  the  issae  of 
every  measure  which  the  public  welfare  re- 
quired him  to  adopt.  By  these  qualities,  and 
tnese  means,  he  has  acquired  his  prodigious 
popnlarity  aud  his  transcendent  influence  over 
the  pablic  mind ;  and  if  there  are  any  who 
envy  that  iDfloenoe  and  pcmolarity,  let  them 
envy,  also,  and  emulate,  if  they  can,  the  quali- 
liea  and  means  by  which  they  were  acquired. 

Great  has  been  the  oppontion  to  nendent 
Jadcstm^s  administration ;  greater,  perhws,  than 
erer  has  been  exhibited  against  any  Govern- 
ment, short  of  actual  insurrection  mA  forcible 
resistance.  Bevolation  has  been  proclumedl 
and  every  thing  has  been  done  that  could  be 
expected  to  prMuce  revolution.  The  country 
has  been  alarmed,  agitated,  convulsed.  From 
the  Senate  chamber  to  the  village  bar-room, 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  de- 
nonciation,  agitation,  excitement,  has  been  the 
order  of  the  day.  For  eight  years  the  Pre»- 
dent  of  this  republic  has  stood  upon  a  volcano, 
Tomiting  fire  and  flames  upon  bim,  and  threat- 
oiing  the  oonntry  itself  mth  rain  and  desola- 
tion, if  the  people  did  not  expel  the  nsorper, 
despot,  and  tyrant  as  he  was  called,  from  the 
high  place  to  which  the  su&ages  of  millions  of 
frnamen  had  elevated  him. 

Great  is  the  ccmfldMioe  which  he  has  always 
rc|W9ed  in  the  discernment  and  eqnity  of  the 
American  people.  I  have  been  accustomed  to 
see  him  for  many  years,  and  under  many  dis* 
coora^g  trials ;  bnt  never  saw  him  doubt,  for 
an  instant,  the  ultimate  support  of  the  people. 
It  was  my  privilege  to  see  him  often,  aud  dur- 
ing the  most  gloomy  period  of  the  panic  con- 
spiracy, when  the  whole  earth  seemed  to  be  !n 
GamnK>uon  against  him,  and  when  many  friends 
were  fUteriag,  and  stoat  hearts  were  quailing 
bofoaa  the  r^png  storm  which  bank  machina- 
tion, and  senfrinnal  denunciation,  had  coi\iured 
np  to  overwhelm  him.  I  saw  him  in  the  dark- 
est moments  of  this  gloomy  period ;  and  never 
did  I  see  his  confidence  in  the  ultimate  support 
of  his  fellow-citi2ons  forsake  him  for  an  instant. 
He  always  sud  the  people  would  stand  by  those 
who  stand  by  them ;  and  nobly  have  they  justi- 
fied that  confidence  1  That  verdict,  the  voice 
of  miUioAs,  which  now  demands  the  expurga- 
tion of  that  sentence  which  the  Senate  and  uie 
bank  then  pronounced  upon  him,  is  the  mag- 
nificent response  of  the  people^s  hearts  to  the 
implicit  confidence  which  he  then  reposed  in 
tiiem.  But  it  was  not  in  the  people  only  that  he 
had  confidence ;  there  was  another,  and  s  £u* 
hi^er  Power,  to  which  he  oonatantly  looked 
to  save  the  country,  and  its  defenders,  from- 
every  danger ;  and  signal  events  prove  that  he 
did  not  look  to  that  bi^  Power  in  vain. 


Sir,  I  think  it  right,  in  approaching  the  ter- 
mination of  this  great  question,  to  present  this 
fiunt  and  r^id  sketch  of  the  brilliant,  hmefi- 
cent^  and  glorious  administration  of  President 
JaoKBon.  It  is  not  for  me  to  attempt  to  do  it 
pustice ;  it  is  not  for  ordinary  men  to  attempt 
its  history.  Bia  military  life,  resplendent  wiUi 
dazzling  events,  will  demand  the  pen  of  a  ner- 
vous writer;  his  civil  administration,  rq>leto 
with  scenes  which  have  called  into  action  so 
many  and  such  various  passions  of  the  human 
heart,  and  which  has  given  to  native  -sagacity 
so  many  victories  over  practised  politicians, 
will  require  the  profound,  Inminoos,  and  philo- 
sophiou  ooneeptaons  of  a  livy,  a  Flntarch,  or  a 
Sallnst,  This  history  is  not  to  be  written  In 
onrd^.  The  ccmtemporariea  of  atuh  events 
are  not  the  hands  to  describe  them.  Time  must 
first  do  its  office— must  ^enoe  the  passions,  re- 
move the  actor^  develop  consequences,  and 
canonize  all  that  is  sacred  to  honw,  pafrioUsm. 
and  glory.  In  after  ages  the  histOTio  gmios  of 
our  America  shall  prodnce  the  writers  which 
the  sabject  demands — ^meu  far  removed  from 
the  contests  of  this  day,  who  will  know  how  to 
estimate  this  great  epoch,  and  how  to  acquire 
an  immortality  for  their  own  names  by  paint- 
ing, with  a  master's  hand,  the  immortal  eventa 
of  the  patriot  President's  life. 

And  DOW,  sir,  I  finish  the  task  which,  three 
years  ago,  I  imposed  on  myself.  SoUt8]7  and 
alone,  md  amidat  the  Jeers  and  taunts  m  my 
oppmentsy  I  put  this  ball  in  motion.  The  peo- 

rle  have  taken  it  up,  and  rolled  it  forward,  and 
am  no  longer  any  thing  bat  a  anit  in  the  vast 
mass  which  now  prop^  it  In  the  name  of 
that  mass  I  speak.  I  demand  the  execatitm  of 
the  edict  <^  the  people ;  I  demand  the  expurga- 
tion of  that  sentence  .which  the  voice  of  a  few 
Senators,  and  the  ^wer  of  their  confederate, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  has  caused  to  he 
placed  on  the  journal  of  the  Senate,  and  which 
the  voice  of  millions  of  freemen  has  wdered  to 
be  expunged  from  it. 


Fbibat,  January  18. 

The  OnUB  presented  the  eredentials  of 
TnotcAS  Clatton,  eteoted  a  Sotator  from  Delap 
ware,  in  the  place  of  the  Hon.  Joan  U.  Ou.t- 
Tov,  resigned. 

Mi^unginff  Jteaohttim. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  farther  consid- 
eration of  the  special  order,  the  expunging  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Benton. 
Mr.  Dana  addressed  the  Ohair  as  follows : 
Mr.  President:  Having  so  recentiy  taken  a 
seat  in  this  chamber,  and  having  neither  indi- 
nation  nor  skill  for  pablic  debate,  I  shoold  most 
gladly  have  given  a  silent  vote  on  this  snl^ieot ; 
bat,  sir,  the  dtiaens  of  the  State  which  I,  in 
connection  with  my  adlcngae,  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  t^e  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in 
this  question,  and  I  shomd  be  thought  remiss  in 
my  duty,  and  regardless  oi  their  feeUngg,  were 
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I  to  remain  siloit  upon  it^  Haine,  sir^  ia  at  one 
extranity  of  the  tJuioD,  in  a  high  latitude  aod 
cold  climate ;  bat,  sir,  she  has  a  futile  soil,  im- 
mense forests  of  timber,  with  her  thonsand 
streams  to  bear  it  to  the  ocean ;  she  is  a  border 
State,  skirted  by  the  dominion  of  his  Britaimio 
Ht^esl7 ;  ^e  has  a  large  territory  (IS  she  was 
permitted  to  enjoy  it)  and  aboandless  seaboard, 
indented  with  nnmberless  bays  and  harbors, 
filled  with  ship  yards,  ships,  and  commerce; 
tiieae  lead  her  citizens  to  an  intercourse  with 
the  subjects  of  their  royal  neighbor,  and  by 
them  we  are  told  that  we  have  no  Government ; 
that  onr  "  King  is  deposed ; "  that  oar  Prwi- 
dent  has  been  tried  and  condemned  by  our  Sen- 
ate, and  that  soon  we  diaU  come  under  the  do- 
minion of  their  king.  Howevor  mtifyiiu;  this 
thought  may  be  to  some  in  oar  iTnion,  it  has 
Imt  few  advocates  with  us.  This  leads  the 
hardy,  industrious,  inquisitive  citizens  of  the 
East  to  inquire,  what  has  onr  beloved  President 
done?  Is  it  true  that  the  Senate  have  con- 
demned him  f  Osn  it  be  that  he,  who  has  tri- 
umphantly carried  us  throueh  so  many  perils, 
and  idways  been  the  people's  friend,  has  be- 
trayed us  at  last  ?  Let  us  look  into  it ;  let  us 
examine  the  subject  t  "With  this  inqniring 
spirit,  so  peculiar  to  tiie  people  of  the  North, 
my  constituonte  will  be  satiimed  with  nothing 
riiort  of  a  fair  and  full  investigation  of  this  sub- 
jeot,  and  a  joat  and  impartial  decimon  of  the 
aame.  And  that  I  nuty  the  more  readily  oome 
to  the  inrestigatioa  of  it,  and  not  wander  from 
it,  I  ask  permission  to  have  the  resolnlion  of 
Karch  38,  1884,  read  from  the  desk. 

This  resolution  (in  these  words:  "Jletohed, 
That  the  President,  in  the  late  proceeding  in 
relation  to  the  revenue,  has  assumed  on  himself 
authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  con- 
stitution and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both  ") 
holds  up  the  President  to  the  people  as  a  usurp- 
er;  as  a  violator  of  that  constitution  which  he 
has  sworn  to  support. 

My  first  inquiry,  Mr.  President,  is,  how  was 
this  resolution  pa^ed  V  In  what  capacity  did 
this  honorable  Senate  act  when  tbey  passed  iti 
This  body  has  a  IwislatiTe  and  exeonttve  char- 
acter, and,  in  one  uistance,  and  in  one  alone,  a 
jndioal  cJuuacter,  viz :  the  trying  of  impeaoh- 
meaits.  Although  the  Senate  has  a  legtaUtive 
character,  yet  it  is  presumed  that  this  body 
would  not  act  in  that  capacity  only  on  subjecte 
of  legiidation.  And  this  surely  could  not  be 
such ;  there  is  no  matter  on  which  legislative 
action  conld  be  had.    If  the  President  was 

Siilty  of  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and 
ws,  if  he  had  committed  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors, no  legislation  would  reach  him ;  he 
must  be  tried  by  the  constitotion  and  the  laws, 
as  they  existed  at  the  time  of  his  snpposed 
offence.  To  me  it  is  dear  that  this  honorable 
body  had  no  legidatiTe  Joiasdictitni  <m  this  aob- 
Jeot  Did  th^  tlien  act  In  thdr  ezeontiTe  cfr- 
pttdtyV  Ho,  dr;  for  their  reoordir  show  no 
•Doh  proceedings  in  tiie  euoatiTe  bnrinesa. 
He  muafc  have  been  tried,  the%     tUa  honors 


[Jamcaxt,  1887.' 

able  Senate  in  th^  Judicial  oapadty ;  and  this 
body  has  the  sole  power  to  try  aD  indictments 
given  it  by  the  ctmatitaticBi,  and  when  rittin^ 
for  that  purpose,  in  th^  iadiofal  character. 
The  rules  of  procedure,  as  adopted  Decembor 
81,  1804,  in  uiis  honorable  Senate,  to  be  ob- 
served in  cases  of  impeachment,  require  "  that 
at  12  o'clock  of  the  day  ^pointed  for  the  trial 
of  tlie  impeachment,  the  legislative  and  execu- 
tive buEonesB  shall  be  suspended,"  and  the  Sec- 
retary shall  then  administer  the  following  oath 
to  the  President  of  the  Senate :  "  You  solemnly 
swear  (or  affirm)  that  in  all  things  appertaining 

to  the  trial  of  tJie  impeachmrat  of  ^ 

yon  will  do  impartial  jostioe,  aocordisg  to  the 
constltntion  and  laws  of  the  Uidted  States ;  and 
the  President  shall  adminlfiter  the  said  oatii  to 
eadi  Senator  present."  This  elearty  showa  Mr. 
President,  the  views  which  this  honorable  body 
had  heretofore  entertained  of  their  own  pow- 
ers, and  at  a  time,  too,  when  they  were  cOfA 
and  dispassionate,  and  about  to  exercise  their 
high  jndicial  fimctions.  Here,  ar,  you  find  an 
important  fact,  that  the  Senate  never  did  exer- 
cise their  legislative  and  judicial  fanctions  at 
the  same  time ;  they  are  distinct  in  their  na< 
tures,  and  have  ever  been  so  considered  by  this 
honorable  body,  and  so  exercised  by  them  until 
the  28th  of  March,  1884,  when,  for  some  par- 
pose,  of  which  I  will  not  now  speak,  for  the 
first  time,  (and  God  grant  that  it  m»-  be  for 
the  last,)  the  legidative  and  Jadieial  ftmetiuiB 
of  this  body,  contrair  to  thdr  own  roles  of 
procedure,  and  in  violation  of  the  constitutim, 
were  exerrased  at  one  and  the  same  time,  and  a 
judicial  sentence  is  clothed  in  leinslative  lan- 
guage. If  the  object  was,  sir,  to  bring  a  bold 
offender  to  justice,  why  not  parsne  the  l^al 
and  constitutional  course  t  "Wny  violate  both ? 
But  if  the  object  was  to  exhibit  the  president 
as  a  daring  asurper,  and  unworthy  of  t^e  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  this  scheme,  this  project, 
wonld  seem  to  have  been  the  most  probable  to 
accomplish  it   But  it  has  failed,  totally  failed. 

Agam,  sir,  another  rule  of  this  body,  adopted 
at  the  same  time  as  Hm  former,  reqnires  that  a 
summons  shall  be  issued  to  the  person  aeoued, 
which  summons  shall  be  ^gned  by  their  Secre- 
tary, sealed  with  thdr  seal  and  served  by  the 
Sergeant-at-anns.  This  role  also  shows  dearly 
that  this  honorable  body  never  contemplate 
the  exerdse  of  tiieir  Icf^atiye  and  judicial 
fymctions  at  the  same  time.  .  Then,  sir,  if  this 
piowition  is  correct,  the  sentence  of  condemna- 
tion contuned  in  this  resolution  was  a  Jndicial 
act,  and  conid  only  have  beat  done  a  judi- 
cial tribunal. 

Again,  sir,  it  is  the  right  of  the  accused  to 
have  the  offence  with  which  he  is  charged 
dearly  aijd  substantially  set  forth,  and  to  be 
duly  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  trial ;  to 
have  an  opportoni^  to  appear  before  this  au- 
gust tribonal,  hear  the  allegations  and  pro<^ 
against  him,  and  ocmfrcmt  hu  aooosere,  face  to 
face,  and  then  to  make  his  d^tooe.  Tfovr,  Mr. 
Fresidait,  let  me  ask,  vhen  the  Ohief  lugls- 
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tnte  of  thiB  natioa  was  oondemudd,  in  the  reso- 
IntUm  proposed  to  be  eximued,  did  this  faoiKiir- 
ftUe  Dod;-  snnteDd  l^slaclvB  and  eMontiTe 
bnriMH  ?  Jm  ther  oisaniM  thenuelTeB  as  a 
jodidal  trilmnall  Did  the  Freddent  of  the 
Senate  take  the  above  oath,  TOesoribed  hj  the 
rules  of  this  honorable  body  ?  Did  he  admin- 
ister  the  same  to  each  Senator  present  t  Was 
the  aoonsed  famished  with  a  full  and  clear  de- 
Bcriptioa  of  the  charges  brought  against  him  ? 
Was  he  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  trial  t 
And  was  he  permitted  to  face  his  accaserB? 
If  not,  then,  tOTy  permit  me  to  ask,  has  he  been 
tried  hy  the  rules  presented  hy  this  honorable 
body!  No,  sir;  he  has  been  tried  and  con- 
demned for  a  violation  of  the  oonstitntion  and 
laws  of  his  country,  which  he  had  swun  to 
sapport,  eontraiy  to  our  own  roles — urates  which 
this  body  had  adc^ted  Ibr  the  trial  of  such 
ofEtodm  OS  he  is  accused  of  being. 

Ifr.  Frerident,  havioK  shown  that  the  Fren- 
dent  was  tried  and  condemned  without  Sorm,  I 
will  now  inquire  if  he  has  been  tried  according 
to  the  proTuioDS  of  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  our  conutry.  In  what  cases,  let  me  ask,  can 
this  honorable  Senate  act  in  their  judicial  capa- 
city ?  Let  the  constjtation  answer :  **  The  Sen- 
ate ahaH  have  the  sole  power  to  lay  all  impeach- 
ments ; "  and  that  instnunent  conv^s  to  this 
body  no  anthori^  to  try  only  in  oases  of  im- 
peaclunent  Here  is  the  extent  of  our  power, 
and  here  is  our  authority  limited.  Y-es,  tiit,  we 
can  try  impeachmenta,  and  impeaohmentB  only ; 
bnt,  j^,  oan  the  Senate  originate  impeaidimeiitsi 
No,  rir,  they  cannot.  The  eonstitulion  has  de- 
clared, in  BO  many  words,  that  "  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  shall  hare  the  sole  power  of 
impeachment."  Hare  they  exercised  that 
power  i  Hare  they  accosed  the  President  of 
"  assuming  on  himself  authority  and  power  not 
conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  in 
derc^tion  of  both  ? "  Have  they  impeached 
him  for  so  doing  ?  Where  is  the  evidence  of 
it  ?  Have  they  notified  the  Senate  of  such  im- 
peachment ?  No,  sir,  they  have  not  done  it. 
The  impeaching  power  has  never  acted  in  this 
case.  They  have  not  accused  the  President  of 
any  offence  whatever.  Where,  then,  rir,  I  ask, 
ia  our  jurisdiction  f  We  have  no  power  to  try, 
until  the  Honse— the  aeondng  power— have 
impeached ;  none  at  all,  not  the  shadow  of  any 
jaiiadictioa.  Oan  it  b^  rir,  that  without  even 
the  fbrms  prescribed  by  tiiis  honorable  body, 
without  an  impeachment,  without  an  accusa- 
tion of  any  kind,  we  have  assunied  jurisdiction, 
tried,  and  condemned  the  jE*resident  of  the 
Ilnited  States  for  a  violation  of  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  his  country  ?  And  shall  this  reso- 
lution remain  on  oar  jonmals,  or  shall  it  be 
expunged  ?  Can  this  be  done  ?  Has  this  Sen- 
ate a  right  to  do  it!  There  is  no  nde  of  more 
genwal  application  than  this.  The  power  which 
creates  can  destroy — ^the  power  whidi  can 
malce  can  mnnake — t^e  power  whioh  puts  up, 
can  pnt  down— and  why  should  not  this  rule 
applj  as  well  to  records  as  to  all  other  cases  I 
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unless,  sir,  it  should  be  a  record  of  vested  rights, 
about  which  we  have  reomtly  beea  so  hif^i^ 
entwteined ;  and  I  cannot  perodve  fliat  uere 
are  any  vested  rights  onntuned  in  this  resolu- 
tion. I  think  the  accused  wiU  olum  nime  in 
this  case. 

I  apprehend,  sir,  that  every  legislative,  exec- 
utive, and  judicial  body  have  a  right  to  alter, 
strike  out,  insert,  erase,  correct,  and  amend, 
their  records.  It  is  an  inherent,  co-ordinate 
power,  without  which  snch  bodies  could  not 
exist,  and  transact  their  business.  Is  there  a 
time  limited,  within  whioh  such  alterations  and 
amendments  should  be  made  f  If  so,  what  is 
the  time !  A  day !  a  month !  a  year  ?  In  the . 
history  of  records,  no  such  limit  is  fixed.  I ' 
trust,  tiien,  dr,  such  alterations  may  be  made 
at  the  Hmo  deemed  most  proper  the  body  to 
whicih  th^  belonff.  Ji,  then,  rir,  such  bodies 
have  their  record  under  their  own  control, 
why  may  they  not  erase,  blot  out,  expunge,  at 
pleasure !  Is  there  any  {uirticalar  form  or  man- 
ner in  whidi  this  shall  be  done  t  None.  Then, 
sir,  if  there  is  no  particular  time  lindted  for 
doing  this,  nor  any  manner  prescribed  in  which 
it  must  be  done,  the  time  when,  and  the  man- 
ner o(  doing  it,  are  at  the  pleasure  of  the  bodies 
to  whom  the  records  belong.  If,  then,  rir,  we 
hare  the  power  to  expunge  this  resoluti<ui,  is  it 
expedient  so  to  dot 

Mr.  pBESTOK  next  arose  and  addressed  the 
Senate  as  follows : 

Nothing,  Hr.  Freudent,  (said  he,)  was  fartlier 
from  my  intention,  thui  to  have  sidd  a  single 
word  on  this  subject.  Nor  do  I  now  propose 
to  disonss  it.  That  has  been  d<me  so  folly  and 
elaborately  on  both  sides,  that  I  shall  not  enter 
upon  the  argnmfflit.  I  thought  I  should  not 
have  said  a  word,  bnt  I  feel  a  sort  of  impossi- 
bility of  withholding  the  expreauon  of  my  utter 
repugnance  to  this  proceeding.  If  we  had  not 
arrived  at  the  very  issue ;  if  the  question  were 
not  ready  to  be  taken,  I  should  have  retained  my 
seat,  for  I  have  long  been  endeavoring  to  school 
and  to  subdue  my  heart  down  to  this  submission. 
During  the  entire  coarse  of  events  which  has 
gradually  brought  my  mind  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  resolution  would  at  some  time  pass,  I 
have  endeavored  to  disdpline  my  feelings,  to 
curb  and  restrain  them,  and  bringdown  my  mind  ■ 
to  the  event,  eo  thoL  when  at  last  the  sad  mo- 
ment should  arrive,  1  might  meet  it  with  a  be- 
coming resignation ;  and  I  did  suppose  that  I  had 
succeeded.  I  had  long  seen  the  growing  popu- 
larity of  this  measure.  I  was  no  stranger  to 
the  arts  and  the  industiT-  by  which  the  progress 
of  that  popularity  had  been  stimnl^ed  and 
urged  on  from  day  to  day.  I  well  knew  the 
power  and  the  popularity  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate. I  had  heard  of  his  own  personal  exer- 
tions to  promote  this  object  I  saw  that  it  was 
resolved  upon  as  a  party  measure,  and  I  saw 
the  party  which  had  resolved  upon  it  rwidly 
and  triumphantly  succeeding  UmAighout  a  large 
jMTt  of  the  Union.  These  things  oertaiidy  are 
Boffloient  to  have  forewarned  me,  and  i  had 
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hoped,  and  till  this  mom«it  believedf  that  they 
bad  forearmed  me  aba  But  there  was  added 
to  all  theee  the  stUl  less  equiTooal  evidmoe  aris- 
ing from  the  probeediugs  <tf  several  <tf  the  State 
Iiegidatares.  Sir,  when  first  I  heard  that  a 
State  L^ffiislatiire  bod  instructed  her  Senators 
on  this  floor  -to  vote  in  favor  of  this  thing,  it 
sbnok  me  with  inexpres^ble  sorrow  and  dis- 
may. Bot  when  I  from  time  to  time  beheld 
Tarione  other  State  Le^atares,  aotin^  under 
the  same  dictation,  or  at  least  misled  mto  the 
same  mistake,  sorrow  assumed  in  my  bosom 
tiie  comple:don  of  despair.  Bat  there  was  stjll 
one  ingredient  to  be  added  to  this  cap,  to  ren- 
der the  odioQs  draught  more  intolerably  bitter, 
I  ooold,  I  will  confess  it,  with  some  oompara- 
tive  degree  of  plUlo8(^hy,  have  seen  certain 
States  of  this  eonfbdera^  one  tStet  another  gvr- 
lug  awf^,  and  bringing  th^  sncoearive  aaorifieea 
to  this  altar  of  ezeonnve  power.  I  oould  have 
borne  to  see  this  and  that  and  the  other  State 
prostrating  herself  and  idding  in  the  general 
eoDspinu^  to  prostrate  the  Senate.  Bnt  when 
ttt  length  it  came  to  pass  that  the  andent  and 
poweifal  Oommonwealth  of  Yirginia  was 
oron^t  to  bow  her  venerable  locks  before  the 
footstool  of  power,  foigot  her  past  history,  for- 
got who  and  what  she  is  and  what  she  has 
been,  and  associated  herself  in  a  combinjUion 
Uke  this,  how  sliall  I  describe  to  yon  my  feel- 
ings t  As  a  politidan,  I  might  have  been  mor- 
tified at  sQoh  a  speotaole ;  as  a  statesman,  he* 
lon^g  to  the  United  States,  I  turned  from  it 
with  shame;  bat  as  a  native  itf  Yin^nia,  I  de- 
plore, i  lament,  from  the  bottom  of  my  neart, 
that  she  too  has  joined  the  fnn^^  procession 
of  the  constitation.  Sir,  I  was  prond  to  re- 
member her  in  her  prond  day ;  to  consider  her 
as  she  once  was,  and  perluma  still  ia — ^the  mother 
of  great  men  ;  to  look  back  to  that  bright,  that 
Immortal  period  in  our  history  when  she  recall- 
ed her  children  from  these  huls  of  national  leg- 
idation  into  her  own  Le^slatore,  there  to  vin- 
dicate the  rights  and  indepehdenoe  of  the  State, 
and  to  rearaert  the  violated  oonstitation  a^nst 
the  osarpations  of  this  Gh>vemment  Then, 
indeed,  Viiginia  preserved  that  illostrioos  char- 
acter which  had  ascended  with  her  from  the 
Bevolation.  Th«i  she  pat  herself  on  her  State 
rights,  and  m  Uke  pcnnuar  doctrines  of  her  f^ 
Government ;  and  all  who  witnessed  the  ani- 
mating  d^t  most  have  eonotnded  that,  throagh- 
ont  her  existence,  she  wonid  ever  continne  to 
vindicate  and  to  perpetuate  the  doctrine  and 
the  q>irit  of  liberfr.  Sir,  I  ooald  have  wished 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  now  repre- 
sents that  distingni^ed  State  oonld  have  foond 
in  hu  own  mind  reasons  for  taking  a  different 
course  from  that  which  be  has  pnrsoed  in  this 
matter.  With  the  powers  which  he  nnqoes- 
tionably  possesses,  with  his  liberal  education, 
and  laige  experience,  and  especially  with  the 
good  fortone  of  growing  np  amidst  the  very 
men  who  laid  the  fonndaticms  of  oar  repvhUe, 
I  had  hoped  tiiat  he  would  have  invoked  the 
ancient  spirit  ot  his  State,  and  would  have 


added  the  su&age  of  his  voice  to  save  the 
trembling  oonatitation,  about  to  be  Immolated 
at  the  footstool  of  exeoative  power.  Bat  it  was 
my  lot  to  be  dis^pointed ;  and  I  monra,  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart,  the  instmction  under 
which  he  feels  himself  constrained  to  vote  for 
this  extraordinary  resolntion.  Al^ere  are  the 
sedateness,  the  gravity,  the  calm  and  eaafiona 
wisdom  of  Madison  I  Where  the  pfaUosophio 
spirit,  the  enlarged  views,  and  popular  predilec- 
tions of  Jefferson  ?  Where  the  sturdy  repub- 
licanism of  John  Taylor  I  Where  those  bright 
names  which  make  her  histonrf  They  are 
gone— gone— -and  others  contrd  her  destiny. 
Sir,  I  lament,  I  mourn,  that  my  native  State 
should  have  lent  herself  and  the  remnant  of 
her  ^lory  to  promote  and  ^oss  over  this  pro- 
ceeding. I  take  consolation,  however,  lb. 
Preric^^  that  there  la  one  State,  one  free  and 
fearless  State,  which  has  kept  herself  aloof  from 
this  combination;  whose  unbroken  spirit, 
whose  pride  and  honor,  demand  of  me,  her  rep- 
resentative, to  make,  as  I  now  do,  on  behalf  of 
South  Oardina,  her  public  and  solemn  protest 
agunst  this  open  and  flagrant  violation  of  the 
oonstitation. 

Mr.  Brvxs  followed,  and  addressed  the  Senate 
at  great  length  in  support  of  the  resolution. 
This  speech  was  never  reported. 

Mr.  MooBE  Bud  that  the  appropriate  saggea- 
tion  with  which  the  Senator  Arom  Oonne^cnt 
(Mr.  NiLKs)  had  closed  his  speech,  brought  to 
his  mind  a  very  important  and  uKful  amend- 
ment, the  profKiely  of  which  he  had  no  doubt 
wonld  be  evident  and  obvioaa  to  tiiat  Sraator, 
and  he  would  h^  leave  to  recommend  its  adop- 
tion to  the  friends  of  tliis  black  line  resolution, 
viz :  that  this  record  of  the  Senate's  proceed- 
ings, made  and  preserved  by  the  requirements 
of  the  constitution,  shall  be  destroyed  by  fire 
to  be  extracted  from  heaven  by  means  of  a  sun- 
glass. For  this  he  believed  they  might  plead 
something  like  a  precedent  from  the  General 
Assembly  of  Georgia.  He  thought  tlus  would 
complete  the  farce. 

Mr.  Oalbotjn  said:  The  gentleman  fh}m  Yir- 
ginia (Mr.  Bites)  says  that  the  amtment  in  fa- 
vor of  this  expunging  resolution  has  not  been 
answered.  Sir,  .men  are  some  qaestiona  so 
plain  that  they  cannot  be  argaed.  Bothing  can 
make  them  more  plain;  and  thiaia  one.  No 
one,  not  blinded  by  party  zeal,  can  posdb^  be 
insensible  that  the  measure  proposed  is  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution.  The  constitntion  re- 
qmres  the  Senate  to  keep  a  Journal ;  this  reso- 
lution goes  to  expunge  the  jonraal.  If  yon 
may  expunge  a  part,  you  may  expunge  the 
whole;  and  if  It  is  expunged,  how  is  it  keptf 
The  constitution  says  the  Joumal  shall  be  kept ; 
this  resolution  says  it  shall  be  destroyed.  It 
does  the  very  thing  which  the  constitution  de- 
clares shall  not  be  done.  That  is  the  argument, 
the  whole  argnment.  Ihere  is  none  other.  Talk 
of  precedents?  and  precedents  drawn  from  a 
foreign  countiy  9  TliOT-don*t  i^ly.  2f o,  dr. 
This  11  to  he  doo^  sot  m  ooiaeqaenoe  ot  arga- 
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rami,  but  in  epite  of  orgumeat.  I  uuderstaud 
the  case.  I  know  perfectly  well  the  gentlemen 
have  no  Ubertj  to  vote  otherwise.  They  are 
coeroed  by  an  exterior  power.  Tber  tiy,  in- 
deed, to  oomfort  tiidr  oonseience  by  Baying 
tiiatitisthe  will  of  tlie  people,  and  the  voice  of 
tiie  people.  It  is  no  sach  thing.  We  all  know 
bow  tiiese  legislative  retoms  have  been  obtained. 
It  IB  by  dictation  from  the  White  House.  The 
Freudent  himself,  with  that  vast  moss  of  patron- 
age which  he  wields,  and  the  thousand  ezpecta- 
tioDB  he  is  able  to  hold  up,  has  obtained  these 
votes  of  the  State  Legislatures ;  and  this,  forsooth, 
is  said  to  be  the  voice  of  the  people.  The  voice 
of  the  people  I  Sir,  can  we  foi^t  the  scene  which 
was  exhibited  in  this  chamber  when  that  ex- 
mmging  resolution  was  first  introduced  here  f 
Have  we  forgotten  the  nniversal  giving  way  of 
canscAeaae,  ao  that  the  Senator  from  Ifiawori 
waa  left  alone  9  I  see  before  me  Senators  who 
oonld  not  swallow  that  resolution ;  and  has  its 
n^re  changed  since  tlient  Is  it  any  more 
constituUonal  now  than  it  was  then  ?  Kot  at 
all.  But  executive  power  has  interposed.  Talk 
to  me  of  the  voice  of  the  people  I  No,  sir.  It 
is  the  combination  of  patronage  and  power  to 
coerce  this  body  Into  a  gross  and  palpable  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution.  Some  individuals,  I 
perceive,  think  to  escape  through  the  particular 
form  in  which  this  act  is  to  be  perpetrated. 
Xhey  tell  us  that  the  resolution  ou  your  records 
is  not  to  be  enonged,  but  is  only  to  be  endors- 
ed "  Expnaged"  Really,  sir,  I  do  not  know 
how  to  ai!gne  a^^nst  such  oontemptiUe  st^his- 
tiy.  The  oocasion  is  too  Bolemn  tor  an  argn- 
ment  of  this  sort  Ton  are  going  to  violate  the 
coostitntion,  and  yoa  get  rid  of  the  infamy  by 
A  falsehood.  You  yourselves  say  that  the  reso- 
lution is  expunged  by  yoar  order.  Yet  you  say 
it  is  not  expunged.  Yon  put  yonr  act  in  ex- 
press words.  Yon  record  it,  and  then  turn 
round  and  deny  it. 

Bnt  what  is  the  motive  f  What  is  the  pre- 
text for  this  enormity }  Why,  gentlemen  toll 
OS  the  Senate  has  two  distinct  consciences— a 
laudative  conscience,  and  a  judicial  conscience. 
As  a  le^pslative  body  we  have  decided  that  the 
Frendent  has  violated  the  constitution.  But 
gentlemen  tell  us  that  tins  is  an  impeaebable 
offence ;  and,  as  we  may  be  called  to  tiy  it  in 
onr  jndU^  ewaci^t  we  have  no  right  to  ez- 
preas  the  q>iiuon.  I  need  not  show  how  in- 
consistent such  a  portion  is  with  the  eternal, 
imprescnptible  right  of  freedom  of  speech,  and 
how  utterly  inconsistent  it  is  with  precedents 
drawn  from  the  history  of  our  British  ancestors, 
where  the  same  liberty  of  speech  has  for  ceu- 
tories  been  eiyoyed.  There  is  a  shorter  and 
more  direct  argmnent  in  reply.  Gentlemen 
who  take  that  portion  cannot,  according  to 
their  own  showing,  vote  for  mis  resolution; 
for  if  it  is  unconstitutional  for  us  to  record  a 
resolution  of  condemnation,  because  we  may 
aftenrarda  be  called  to  try  the  ease  in  a  judicial 
aipudtjf  then  it  is  equally  nnoimstitiitional  for 
w  to  reowd  a  Tesoianon  of  aoqnittaL  If  it  is 
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unconstitutional  for  the  Senate  to  declare  before 
a  trial  that  the  Preadent  has  violated  the  con- 
stitution, it  is  equally  nnconatitational  to  de- 
clare before  a  trial  that  he  has  not  violated  the 
ooDHtitntion.  The  same  print^le  is  involved 
in  both.  Yet,  in  Uie  ver^  iace  cs  t^is  prindple, 
gentiemen  are  here  gomg  to  ecoidemn  tndr 
own  act. 

Bat  why  do  I  waste  my  breath  ?  I  know  it 
is  all  utterly  vain.  The  daj  is  gone ;  night  ap- 
proaches, and  night  is  suitable  to  the  dark  deed 
we  meditate,  ^ere  is  a  sort  of  destiny  in  this 
tiling.  The  act  must  be  performed ;  and  it  is 
an  act  whidi  will  tell  on  the  political  history 
of  this  country  forever.  Other  preceding  vio- 
lations of  the  constitution  (and  they  have  been 
many  and  great)  filled  my  bosom  with  indlgna- 
tioo,  bnt  wis  fills  it  only  with  grief.  Others 
were  dme  in  the  heat  <n  party.  Power  wa^ 
as  it  were,  compelled  to  support  itself  by  ada- 
hig  npon  new  instrnmente  of  influence  and 
pfUronage;  and  there  were  ambitious  and  al>l0 
men  to  direct  the  prooeaa.  Soch  was  the 
removal  of  the  deponta,  which  the  President 
seized  upon  by  a  new  and  nnpreoedented  aot 
of  arbitrary  power;  an  aot  which  gave  him 
ample  means  of  rewarding  friends  and  punish- 
ing enemies.  Something  may,  perhcuts,  be 
pudoned  to  him  in  this  matter,  on  the  old 
apology  of  tyrants — the  plea  of  necessity.  But 
here  mere  can  be  no  such  apology.  Here  no 
necessity  con  so  much  as  be  pretended.  This 
aot  originates  in  pure,  unmixed,  personal  idol- 
atry. It  is  the  rodaneholy  evidence  of  a 
broken  q>irit,  ready  to  bow  at  the  feet  of  pow- 
er. The  former  aot  was  such  a  one  as 
have  been  perpetrated  in  Uie  days  of  Pompey 
or  Owar ;  but  an  aot  like  this  could  never  have 
been  conaommated  by  a  Boman  Senate  nntiltbe 
times  of  Caligula  and  Nero. 

Hr.  Cult  inquired, whether  the  question 
involved  both  the  preamble  and  tbe  resolation. 

The  Cojub  Bud  it  embraced  the  whole  salt}ect 
matter. 


S^TUKDA.T,  Jdnuaiy  14. 
I%e  JPuhlie  lajidt. 

On  motion  oi  JSi.  Kara,  of  Alabama,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  tbe 
biU  prohibiting  sales  of  tbe  public  lands,  except 
to  actnal  settiers  and  in  limited  quantities,  as 
amended  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds. 

Hr.  Walkkb  sud,  the  great  principle  contain- 
ed in  tiie  biU  now  under  consideration  was  to 
arrest  monopolies  of  the  pnbUc  landsj^d  limit 
the  sales  to  settiers  or  coltivators.  The  adop- 
tion of  this  measure  would  have  a  material 
infiuenoe  upon  tbe  revenue  of  the  Government 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  countty.  Before  in- 
vestigating the  details  of  the  bill,  it  would  be 
proper  to  examine  the  preliminary  question, 
whether  the  great  jffineit^e  npon  which  tbe 
bill  r^oses  is  such  as  to  recommend  it  to  tiie 
&VQraufioonaideratifn.  of  tlie  American  Senatflw 
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So  long  as  Congress  offers  for  sale  hundreds  of 
millions  of  acres  of  land,  with  no  limitation 
npou  the  extent  of  the  pttrobase,  Yaat  quantities 
of  these  lands  must  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  few 
capitalists,  tbns  anthorized  and  invited  by  the 
Government  to  make  the  purdiase ;  and  when 
these  capitalista  confined  their  operaUons  to  the 
■cqni^tion  of  lands  tinoccapiea  bj  any  settler, 
it  waa  clearly  erroneous  to  denounce  such 
Bpeoolations  daring  the  continiiance  of  the  eX' 
imog  system.  It  was  the  ^stem  that  vaa 
wrong ;  and  so  long  as  it  vas  continued,  any 
denunciation  of  those  who  purchased  large 
bodies  of  the  unoccupied  public  lands  was  worse 
than  ridiculous.  Such  purchases  bad  been 
made,  and  would  continue  to  be  made,  by 
many  respectable  citizens,  in  accordance  with 
tiie  invitation  of  the  Government;  and  any 
denunciation  of  such  purchases  would  only 
react  upon  the  Congress  which  adopted  the 
ezistiDg  system,  as  well  as  every  aaeoeeding 
Congress  which  reftises  its  repeal  or  modifico^ 
Hon.  Bnt  the  question  recurs,  does  this  system 
best  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  American 
people)  and  shall  we  continue  to  ininte  and 
encourage  the  monopoly  of  the  public  lands  by 
a  few  individuals,  or  so  amend  the  existing 
system  as  to  sell  the  public  lauds  only  in  limit- 
ed quantities,  sufficient  for  farms  or  plantations, 
and  thus  reserve  for  these  great  and  useful  pur- 

{ loses  this  noble  public  domain  f  Whether  these 
aods  shall  thus  be  reserved  for  sale  only  for 
settlement  or  cultivation,  or  whether  they  shall 
be  |>ermitted  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  few 
individuals,  by  townships,  counties,  and  even 
entird  States,  in  s  lan^e  year,  is  the  true 
question  which  we  must  determine. 

The  evils  of  tiie  existing  system  were  only 
faRj  developed  during  the  past  year  and  that 
which  preceded  it  By  the  returns  from  the 
Land  Office,  the  soles,  ezclnnve  of  those  at 
Pontotoc,  Mississippi,  during  the  first  three 
quarters  of  the  past  year:  amounted  to  |20,- 
008,480,  and  the  number  of  acres  sold  to  16,984,- 
480.  Thus,  upon  the  same  ratio,  the  sales  of 
the  year  1836  amounted  to  twenty  millions  of 
acres,  and  upwards  of  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars;  and,  including  the  sales  at  Pontotoc,  to 
more  than  twenty-one  millions  of  acres,  and 
more  than  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars.  In 
asinrie  year  thus,  a  portion  of  the  public 
domain  has  been  sold,  neariy  equal  in  super- 
ficial extent  to  the  great  State  of  Ohio,  and  ex- 
ceeding the  saperncies  of  five  Kew  England 
States,  containing  more  than  two  millions  of 
people.  In  this  manner,  entire  States  are  swept 
m  a  single  year  into  the  hands  of  speculators, 
who  maj  thus  exercise  a  greater  control  over 
iJie  destiny  of  these  States  for  half  a  century 
to  come,  than  the  national  and  State  Ijeglsla- 
tures  combined.  Can  any  system  be  devised 
more  destructive  of  equal  rights  and  republican 
principles?  In  vain  shall  we  have  struck  down 
the  feudal  system,  with  its  accompanying  re- 
lation of  lord  and  vassal,  if  we  create  and  con- 
Uaw  here  this  worse  than  feudal  vassalage, 
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this  system  of  American  landlords,  engrosslnff 
millions  of  acres,  and  regulating  the  terms  of 
sale  or  settlement.  In  vain  shall  we  have 
abolished  the  system  of  primogeniture  and  en- 
tailments, OS  (^cnlated  to  create  landed  mo- 
nopolies, if  we  snstdn  the  existing  policy,  by 
which  a  few  ciq>itfllists  may  engross  m  a  single 
year  the  ownership  of  Stipes,  and  control  uie 
destiny  of  millions.  An  extent  of  territory 
equal  to  five  States  passing  in  a  single  year  in- 
to the  hands  of  speculators!  must  not  this 
create  here  a  landed  aristocracy,  without  the 
title,  hut  more  we^thy  and  powerfnl  than  the 
sinking  nobility  of  England  ?  It  wUl  establish 
a  fourth  estate,  more  controlling  than  the  leg- 
islative, executive,  and  judicial  power.  It  will 
control  agriculture  and  its  products,  by  regnJat- 
ing  the  price  of  landed  property.  It  will  cer- 
tainly introduce  into  the  new  States  the  system 
of  landlord  and  tenant,  by  which  the  occupant 
wiU  not  be  the  owner  of  the  soil  he  cultivates, 
bnt  the  tributary  of  some  absentee  landlord,  who 
will,  in  the  diape  of  an  annual  rent,  reap  near^ 
all  the  profits  of  the  labor  of  the  cultivator.  It 
will  establish  a  relation  of  abject  dependence 
on  the  one  hand,  and  tyrannical  power  on  the 
other.  It  will  impoverish  the  many,  and  enrich 
the  few.  It  will  create  a  war  of  capital  against 
labor,  of  the  producer  against  the  non-producer, 
of  the  cultivator  against  the  speculator;  a  war 
in  which  this  Government  will  be  arrayed  on 
the  side  of  the  speculator,  enlarging^  his  do- 
minion, increasing  his  power,  until,  in  a  few 
years  more,  he  will  acquire  a  complete  mo- 
nopoly, and  muntain  an  undisputed  empire, 
tfaronghont  the  vaUey  of  the  West 

There  con  be  no  greater  injnry  to  any  coun- 
try than  tJie  mcmopoly  of  its  lands  by  a  few 
incUvidnals;  tSius  keeping  those  lands  out  of 
the  lunds  settlers  and  cultivators,  and  con- 
demning vast  regions  of  fertile  lands  to  remain 
for  years  waste  and  uncultivated.  The  West, 
for  many  years,  has  been  endeavoring  to  obtain 
from  Congress  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands  ;  but  the  continuation  of  the  exist- 
ing system  is  worse  than  a  refusal  to  reduce 
the  price ;  it  is  equivalent  to  a  law  raising  the 
price  to  settlers  and  cultivators  4h)m  one  dollar 
and  twenty -five  cents  per  acre,  to  a  price  vary- 
ing from  five  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre.  It  is 
well  known  that,  within  the  last  few  years, 
vast  bodies  of  public  lands  have  been  pnrdiased 
by  speculators  at  <me  dollar  and  twenty-fivo 
cents  per  acre,  and  resold  to  settlers  or  culti- 
vators at  prices  varying  from  five  to  thirty 
dollars  per  acre.  And  what  must  soon  be  tho 
inevitable  result  of  continuing  the  existing 
system  f  At  the  rote  of  twenty-one  millions 
of  acres  per  annum,  speculators  in  a  very  few 
jrears  must  own  nearly  every  acre  of  good  land 
m  the  present  new  States  and  organized  Terri- 
tories of  the  Union.  When  this  monopoly  shall 
be  complete,  and  no  good  land  remains  the 
property  of  the  Government,  will  not  a  still 
higher  price  be  demanded  fbr  those  lands  by 
those  vno  hold  them  t  If  we  aVAish  the  tji* 

Digitized  by  Google 


Ill 


JjoauKTf  1887.] 

tern  of  Bales  to  Bpeoalaton,  these  millions  of 
anres  of  good  land,  now  owned  by  the  GoTern- 
ment,  will  pass,  from  time  to  time,  at  the 
minimnm  price,  into  the  hands  of  settlers  or 
cultivators,  which  otherwise  wonld  he  pnr- 
chased  hj  Bp6cnlator&  and  resold  hj  them  at 
from  fire  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre.  Every 
Senator  who  votes  against  this  bill  votes  for 
continaing  a  system  oy  which  this  vast  en- 
hancement to  settlers  and  cultivators,  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  must  so^n  take  place. 
There  can  be  no  greater  ourse  to  tftiy  country, 
no  more  Berious  impediment  to  its  prosperity, 
tiian  the  high  price  of  its  unoccupied  lands.  It 
prevents  or  postpones  the  settlement  of  tJiose 
lands,  and  decreases  the  wealth,  products,  and 
popnIaUon  of  a  State.  It  is  eqnivalait  to  a 
decree  of  man,  condemning  to  remain  waste  and 
uncultivated  vast  regions  created  by  nature 
Inexhaustibly  fertile,  and  inviting  the  hand  of 
improvement.  liVliat  Senator  u-om  any  new 
State  has  not  seen  whole  townships  of  land  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  speculators,  waste  and 
unoccupied,  where  otherwise  purchases  by  set- 
tlers or  cultivators  would  have  been  made  at 
the  minimnm  price  of  the  Government,  and 
where  would  now  be  smiling  fiirms  and  pros- 
perous villages  ? 

[Hr.  Walker,  after  a  further  exposition  of  the 
principles  of  his  bill,  concluded  with  ujing :] 

Such  are  tbe  great  principles  of  the  bill,  and 
the  details  we  ^ugned  to  promote  the  great 
object.  Sales  of  the  jimblio  lands  at  public 
auction,  though  not  entirely  abolidied,  are  con- 
fined to  those  who  purchase  for  settlement  or 
cultivation.  The  speculator  is  exdnded  from 
the  public  sales,  as  he  is  from  private  entries. 
This  is  indispensable ;  for  when  the  speculator 
is  excluded  only  frwn  private  entries,  but  per- 
mitted to  purchase  at  public  anction,  he  would 
engross  nearly  all  the  lands  offered  at  any 
fhture  land  sales.  And  what  has  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  guned  by  the  sales  of  its  lands  at  public 
anction  t  Nothing  d^erving  an  estimate.  Up- 
on oomparing  the  offldal  records,  the  total 
number  of  acres  sold,  and  the  total  price  re- 
ceived, the  following  have  been  the  results  of 
the  anction  system:  From  the  1st  of  July, 
1820,  to  the  twesent  period,  we  have  received, 
from  sales  of  tiie  pnblio  lands,  an  average  of 
tbree  cents  per  acre  over  the  minimum  price ; 
from  1796  to  1st  July,  1830,  nearly  three  cents 
per  acre  over  the  minimum  price;  from  1796 
to  the  present  period,  three  cents  per  acre  over 
the  minimum  price ;  for  the  year  1885,  one 
cent  and  a  hslif  per  acre  over  the  minimum 
price ;  for  the  year  18S6,  less  tiian  one  cent  per 
acre  over  the  minimnm  price.  Hence  it  is 
obvious  that  nothing  is  gained  by  the  Govern- 
ment by  continuing  the  auction  system. 

Hr.  W.  here  proceeded  to  exphdn  to  the  Sen- 
ate the  details  of  the  Ull  r  the  danse  oonfining 
the  sales  to  settiers  or  cmtivatOTs;  the  limita- 
tion to  two  aectioni ;  the  anthcnily  to  parents 


[Sbtats. 

to  purchase  for  their  children,  with  a  view  to 
the  establishment  of  £iums;  the  pre-emption 
section ;  the  privilege  of  purchaung  in  rorty- 
acre  lots ;  and,  finuly,  the  taxing  power  con- 
ceded to  the  Stot^  by  which  they  might  raise 
a  revenue  from  nnoocnpled  lauds,  whether  held 
by  their  own  or  non-rasiduit  qieonlators,  and 
thus,  to  a  cert^n  extent,  repress  speculation. 
And  Mr.  W.  concluded  by  returning  his  thanks 
to  the  Senate  for  the  very  general  and  indulgent 
attention  with  which  they  had  received  his 
remarks* 


MoKDAT,  Jannaty  16. 

Mi^punifinff  SetoluUen, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  ocndderaticn 
of  the  spedal  order,  vhith  was  lb.  Bkhton^b 

resolution  to  expunge  from  the  journal  of  the 
Senate  the  resolution  of  the  28th  March,  1884^ 
censuring  the  President  for  having  removed  tiie 
deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  GiAT  rose  and  said  that,  conMdering  that 
he  was  the  mover  of  the  resolution  of  March, 
1834  and  the  consequent  relation  in  which  he 
stood  to  the  majority  of  the  Senate  by  whose 
vote  it  was  adopted,  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  say  something  on  this  expun^ng  reso- 
lution ;  and  he  hod  always  intended  to  do  so 
when  he  shoald  be  persuaded  that  there  existed 
a  settled  pnrpoee  of  pressing  it  to  a  final  det^- 
sion.  But  it  had  been  so  taken  up  and  pnt 
down  at  the  last  se«rion — taken  np  one  da^ 
when  a  speech  was  prepared  for  delivery,  una 

Sut  down  when  it  was  pronounced — ^that  he 
ad  really  doubted  whether  there  existed  any 
serious  intentions  of  ever  putting  it  to  the  vote. 
At  the  very  close  of  the  last  session,  it  will  be 
recollected  that  the  resolution  came  np,  and  in 
several  quarters  of  the  Senate  a  disposition  was 
fnanifrated  to  come  to  a  definitive  decision.  On 
that  occasion  he  had  offered  to  waive  his  right 
to  address  the  Senate,  uid  silentiy  to  vote  upon 
the  resolution ;  but  it  was  agun  lud  upon  the 
table,  and  laid  there  forever,  as  the  country 
sappoaed,  and  as  he  believed.  It  is,  however, 
DOW  revived;  and,  sundry  chuigras  having 
taken  place  in  the  members  of  this  body,  it 
would  seem  tiiat  the  present  desini  is  to  bring 
the  resolution  to  an  abefduto  oondunon, 

Z  have  not  risen,  (continued  Mr.  0.,)  to  repeat, 
at  fall  length,  the  ai^ument  by  which  the 
friends  of  the  resolution  of  March,  1834,  sus- 
tained it  That  argument  is  before  the  world, 
was  unanswered  at  the  time,  and  is  unanswer- 
able. And  I  here,  in  my  place,  in  tJie  presence 
of  my  country  and  of  my  God,  after  the  fullest 
consideration  and  deliberation  of  which  my 
mind  is  capable,  reassert  my  solemn  conviction 
of  the  truth  of  every  proposition  contained  in 
that  resolution.  But,  whilst  it  is  not  my  intoi* 
tion  to  commit  such  an  infliction  upon  tiie  Sen- 
ate as  tiiat  would  be  of  retracing  the  whole 
ground  of  argument  formerly  occupied,  X  dedr* 
to  l^y  before  it^  at  thia  time,  a  brief  aad  tnw 
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atate  of  the  case.  Before  the  fatal  step  is  taken 
of  (^Ting  to  the  expunging  resolution  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  American  Senate,  I  wish,  by  pre- 
senting a  £uthful  outline  of  the  real  qnesttons 
iQTolred  in  the  resolution  of  1884,  to  make  a 
last,  even  if  it  is  to  be  an  ineffectual,  appeal  to 
the  sober  judgments  of  Senators.  I  b^in  by 
reasserting  the  truth  of  that  resolution. 

Our  i&itiflh  ancestors  nnderstood  perfectly 
wen  the  immense  importance  of  the  money 
pover  in  a  rei»«seutatiTe  Qomnment.  It  is 
the  grei^  lew  1^  which  the  erown  is  tonohed, 
and  made  to  conform  its  administration  to  tbe 
interests  of  the  kingdom  and  the  will  of  the 
people.  Depriye  Parliament  of  the  power  of 
neuy  granting  or  withholding  supplies,  and 
surrender  to  the  King  the  purse  of  the  nation, 
he  instantly  beoomea  an  absolute  monarch. 
Whatever  may  be  the  form  of  government, 
elective  or  hereditary,  democratic  or  despotic, 
that  person  who  commands  the  force  of  the 
nation,  and  at  the  same  time  has  uncontrolled 
possesnoD  of  the  parse  of  the  nation,  has  abso- 
Inte  power,  whatever  may  be  the  oflBdal  name 
1^  wliit^  he  is  called. 

Oar  Immediate  anoeston.  pn^ting  by  tbe 
,  lessons  on  dvU  liberty  which  had  been  taught 
in  the  country  from  which  we  sprang,  radeav- 
ored  to  encircle  around  the  public  purse,  in  the 
hands  of  Congress,  every  posnhle  security 
tt^nst  the  introslon  of  tbe  ^eoutive.  With 
this  view,  Congress  alone  is  invested  by  the 
constitution,  with  the  power  to  lay  and  collect 
the  taxes.  When  collected,  not  a  cent  ia  to  be 
drawn  from  the  public  Treasury  but  in  virtue 
of  an  act  of  Congress.  And  among  the  first 
acts  of  this  Government  was  the  passage  of  a 
law  establishing  the  Treasury  Department,  for 
the  safe  keeping  and  the  1^[U  ana  regular  dis- 
bursement of  the  mmtejr  so  collected.  By  that 
act  a  Secretary  <tf  the  Treasury  is  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  Department ;  and,  varying  in  t^iS 
reqwct  from  all  the  other  Departments,  he  is 
to  report,  not  to  the  President,  but  direcUy  to 
Congress,  and  is  liable  to  be  called  to  give  in- 
fimnation  in  person  before  Congress.  It  is  im- 
possible to  examine  dispassionately  that. act, 
without  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  he  is 
emphatically  tbe  a^nt  of  Congress,  in  perform- 
ing the  duties  assigned  by  the  constitotion  to 
Congress.  The  act  further  provides  th&t  a 
Treasurer  shall  be  appointed,  to  receive  and 
keep  the  public  mon^ ;  and  none  can  be  drawn 
from  his  custody  but  under  the  authority  of  a 
law,  and  in  virtue  of  a  warrant  drawn  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  counterrimed  hy 
tiie  Comptroller,  and  reooraed  bj  the  Begister. 
Only  when  each  a  warrant  is  presented  can  the 
Treasurer  Inwfblly  p^y  one  dollar  from  the 
public  purse.  Why  was  the  cononrrenoe  of 
these  four  officers  required  in  disbursements  of 
tite  public  money?  Was  it  not  for  greater 
secnnty  ?  Was  it  not  intended  that  each,  ex- 
eroinng  a  separate  and  independent  will,  sbonld 
be  a  check  upon  every  other !  Was  it  not  the 
purpose  ot  ue  law  to  oonsider  each  of  theee 
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fbur  officers,  acting  in  his  proper  sphere,  not  as 
a  mere  automaton,  but  as  an  mtellectuaL  intel- 
ligent, and  responnble  person,  bound  to  observe 
the  law,  and  to  stop  tbe  warrant,  or  stop  the 
money,  if  the  authority  of  the  law  were  want* 

Thus  stood  the  Treasury  from  1769  to  1616. 
Dnring  that  long  time  no  President  had  ever 
attempted  to  interfere  with  the  eastody  of  the 
public  purse.  It  ran^ned  where  tiie  law 
placed  it,  nndisturbed,  and  every  Chief  ICag^ 
trate,  inclnding  the  Father  ci  Us  Country,  re- 
^>ected  the  law. 

In  1816  an  act  passed  to  establish  the  late 
Bank  of  the  Fnited  States  for  the  term  of 
twenty  years,  and,  by  the  16th  section  of  the 
act,  it  is  enacted  "that  the  depouts  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  which 
the  stud  bank  and  the  branches  thereof  may  be 
established,  shall  be  made  in  s^d  bank  or 
brandies  thereof  unless  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and 
direct;  In  which  c^  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  immediately  1^  before  Congress, 
If  in  session,  and,  if  not,  uoinediatdy  after  the 
conunenoeraent  of  the  next  seesion,  the  reasons 
of  such  order  or  Erection." 

Thus  it  is  perfectiy  manifest,  from  the  express 
words  of  the  law,  tiiat  the  power  to  make  any 
order  or  direction  for  the  removal  of  the  public 
d^radts  is  oonBded  to  the  Secretary  alone,  to 
the  absolute  exclusion  of  the  President,  and  all 
the  world  besides.  And  the  law,  proceeding 
upon  tbe  established  principle  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  all  that  concerns  tbe 
public  purse,  acts  as  the  direct  agent  of  Con- 
gress, requires,  in  the  event  of  bis  ordering  or 
directing  a  removal  of  the  deposits,  that  he 
shall  immecUately  lay  his  reasons  therefor  be- 
fbre  whom!  The  Fnddentf  No;  before 
Congress. 

So  stood  the  pabUo  Treasnry  and  the  publlo 
deposdts  fh>m  the  year  1816  to  September,  1888. 
In  all  that  period  of  seventeen  years,  mnuiw 
through  or  into  four  several  administrations 
the  Government,  the  law  bad  its  uninterrupted 
operation,  no  Chief  Ma^strate  having  assumed 
upon  himself  tbe  power  of  diverting  the  pub- 
lic purse  fh)m  its  lawful  custody,  or  of  snbsU- 
tntmg  his  will  to  that  of  the  officer  to  whose 
care  it  was  exclusively  intrusted. 

In  the  sesdon  of  Congress  of  18S2-'8  an  in- 
quiry had  been  instituted  by  tbe  House  of 
Representatives  into  the  condition  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  It  resulted  in  a  convic- 
tion of  ite  entire  safe^,  and  a  declaration  by 
the  House,  made  only  a  diort  time  before  the 
a^ourmnent  of  Ctmness,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1888,  that  the  pubhc  deponts  were  perfectiy 
secure.  This  declaration  was  probably  made 
in  consequence  of  suspidons  then  afloat  of  a 
design  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  remove 
the  deposits.  These  suspidons  were  denied  by 
tiie  press  friendly  to  the  administratiou.  Nev- 
ertheless,  the  members  had  scarcely  reached 
thehr  re^wotive  homea  beficwe  measoree  were 


Digitized  by  Google 


1>BBATSS  OF  OONaBBSS. 


Jabuabt,  1887.] 

oommenced  the  Ezecntive  to  effect  a  remov- 
al of  the  deposits  from  that  very  place  of  sofe^ 
which  it  was  amoog  the  last  acts  of  the  Hoose 
to  declare  existed  m  the  Bank  of  the  TTiuted 
States. 

la  prosecution  of  this  design,  3fr.  KoLaoe, 
fhe  Seoretarr  of  I2ie  Treasnrjr,  who  was  decid- 
edly opposed  to  snoh  a  measure,  was  prombted 
to  the  Department  of  State,  and  Mr.  Dnane 
was  appointed  to  sncceed  him.  Bnt  Hr.  Dn- 
ane  was  eqnally  convinced  with  his  predeces- 
Bor  that  he  was  forbidden  by  every  considera- 
tion of  dnty  to  execnte  the  power  with  which 
the  law  had  Intrusted  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry,  and  refused  to  remove  the  deporits ; 
wherenpon  he  was  dismissed  from  ofBce,  a  new 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  was  appointed,  and, 
in  September,  1833,  by  the  command  <^  the 
Preeiaent,  the  measnre  was  finally  accomplish- 
ed. That  it  was  the  President's  act  was  nerw 
denied,  bnt  proclaimed.  boa(d«d,  defended.  It 
fill  npon  the  conntry  like  a  thunderbolt,  agitata 
tng  the  Union  from  one  extremity  to  the  other. 
The  stoQtest  adherents  of  the  administration 
were  alarmed ;  and  all  thinking  men,  not  blind- 
ed by  party  prejudice,  beheld  in  the  act  a  bold 
and  dangerous  exercise  of  power;  and  no 
human  sagacity  can  now  foresee  the  tremen- 
dous consequences  whic^  will  ensue.  The  meas- 
nre was  adopted  not  long  before  the  approach- 
ing session  or  Congress ;  and,  as  the  concurrence 
of  both  branches  might  be  necessary  to  compel 
a  restoraUoa  of  Uio  deposits,  the  object  was  to 
take  the  chance  of  a  posidble  divl^n  between 
them,  and  thereby  defeat  the  restoration. 

And  where  did  tiie  President  find  the  power 
for  this  moat  extraordinary  act?  It  has  1>een 
seen  that  the  constitution,  jealous  of  all  execu- 
tive interference  with  the  Treasnry  of  the  na- 
tion, has  confided  it  to  tlie  exclu^ve  care  of 
Congress,  by  every  precautionary  guard,  from 
the  first  imposition  of  the  taxes  to  t^ie  final 
disbursement  of  the  public  money. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  language  of  the 
16th  section  of  the  law  of  1816  is  express  and 
free  from  all  ambiguity,  and  that  the  Secretary 
of  tbe  Treasnry  is^tbe  sole  and  exclusive  de- 
positary of  the  authority  which  it  confers. 

Those  who  maintain  the  i)Ower  of  the  Presi- 
dent have  to  support  it  against  the  positive 
language  of  &e  oonstitation,  ngfunst  the  ex- 
plidt  words  of  the  statute,  and  against  the 
genius  and  theory  of  all  our  instltntions. 

And  how  do  they  surmount  these  insuper- 
able obstacles  ?  By  a  series  of  far-fetched  im- 
plications, which,  if  every  one  of  them  were 
as  true  as  they  are  bdieved  to  be  incofrect  or 
perverted,  would  stop  far  short  of  maintaining 
tbepower  which  was  exercised. 

The  first  of  these  implied  povrers  is,  that  of 
dismissal,  which  is  claimed  for  the  President. 
Of  all  the  questioned  powers  ever  ezcercised 
by  this  Government,  this  is  the  most  question- ' 
able.  From ,  the  first  Congress  down  to  the 
present  admioiatration,  it  hiad  never  been  ex- 
amined. It  was  carried  then,  In  the  Senate,  by 
You  XnL— 8 
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the  casting  vote  of  the  Vice  IVestdent.  And 
those  who^  at  that  day,  argued  in  behalf  of  the 
Ibwe^  contended  for  it  npon  conditions  which 
have  been  utterly  disregarded  by  the  presoit 
Cbief  Magistrate,  llie  power  dlrausail  la 
nowhere  in  the  oonstitnbon  granted,  in  ez[ffeas 
terms,  to  the  Present.  It  is  not  a  necessary 
incident  to  any  granted  power ;  and  the  friends 
of  the  power  have  never  been  able  to  agree 
among  themselves  as  to  the  precise  part  of  the 
constitution  from  whieh  it  springs. 

But  if  the  power  of  dismissal  was  as  incon- 
testable as  it  is  justly  controvertible,  we  utterly 
deny  the  consequences  deduced  from  it  The 
argument  is,  that  the  President  has,  by  impU- 
cation,  the  power  of  dismissal.  From  this  first 
inlplication  another  is  drawn;  and  that  is, 
that  the  President  has  the  power  to  control  the 
(^oer,  whom  he  tok^  dimuaa^  in  the  diaoha^ 
of  his  duties,  in  aU  oases  whatever ;  and  tlmt 
this  power  of  ocmtrol  is  ao  eomwehauiTe  as  to 
indnde  even  tiie  case  of  a  speeiflo  duty  npreaa> 
ly  assigned  by  law  to  tiie  designated  officer. 

Kow,  we  deny  these  results  from  the  dismiss- 
ing power.  Tfaiat  power,  if  it  exists,  can  draw 
after  it  only  aright  of  general  snperintendence. 
It  cannot  authorize  the  President  to  substitute 
his  will  to  the  will  of  the  officer  charged  with 
the  performance  of  official  duties.  Above  all, 
it  cannot  justify  such  a  substitution  in  a  case 
where  the  law,  as  in  the  present  instance,  as- 
signs to  a  designated  offlcef  exclusively  l^e 
performance  of  a  particular  duty,  and  com- 
mands him  to  report,  not  to  the  I^^sident,  bnt 
to  Congress,  in  a  case  regarding  the  public  pnrae 
of  the  nation,  committed  to  the  exclusive  con- 
trol <k  Coi^sresB. 

Snoh  a  consequence  as  that  which  Lem 
contesting  would  concentrate  iu  the  hai^(rf 
one  man  the  entire  executive  power  of  the  na- 
tion, uncontrolled  and  unchecked. 

It  would  be  utterly  destructive  of  all  official 
responsibility.  Instead  of  each  officer  being 
responsible,  in  his  own  separate  sphere,  for  his 
official  acts,  he  would  shelter  iiimself  behind 
the  orders  of  the  President  And  what  tribu- 
nal, in  heaven  above  or  on  earth  below,  could 
render  judgment  against  any  officer  for  an  act, 
however  atrocious,  performed  b^  the  express 
command  of  the  I^ddentj  whicii,  according 
to  the  argument,  he  was  aheolutely  bound  to 
obey! 

AVhilst  an  official  responsibility  would  be  ut- 
terly annihilated  in  subordinate  officers,  there 
would  be  no  practical  or  available  responrilnli- 
ty  in  the  President  himself. 

Bnt  the  case  has  been  supposed,  of  a  neoes- 
mty  for  the  removal  of  the  deposits.,  and  a 
refusal  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
move them ;  and  it  is  triumphantly  a^ed  i^ 
in  such  a  case,  the  President  may  not  remove 
him,  and  command  the  deed  to  be  done.  That 
is  an  extreme  case,  which  may  be  met  by  an- 
other. Suppose  the  PreiMrat,  withont  any 
neoesri^,  oilers  the  removal  from  a  place  of 
sa^  to  a  place  of  haardt  If  there  be  dan- 
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ger  that  a  Secretary  may  neglect  his  duty,  there 
Is  equal  clanger  that  a  President  m&j  abuse  his 
onthority.  Itifallibility  is  not  a  human  att4^ 
bute.  And  there  is  more  security  for  the  public 
in  holding  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
•triot  pe^ormance  of  an  official  duty,  specially 
assigned  to  him,  under  all  his  official  responsi- 
bility, than  to  ailow  the  President  to  wrest  the 
work  from  his  hands,  annihilate  his  responsi- 
bility, and  stand  himself  practically  irresponsi- 
ble. It  is  far  better  that  millions  should  be  lost 
by  the  neglect  of  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
than  to  establish  the  monstrous  principle  that 
all  the  checks  and  balances  of  uie  ExecatiTe 
GoTemmeat  shall  be  broken  down,  the  Thole 
power  absorbed  by  one  man,  and  his  will  be- 
come the  snpreme  rule.  The  argument  which 
I  am  combating  places  the  whole  Treasury  of 
the  naUoD  at  the  mercy  of  the  Execntive.  It 
is  in  vain  to  talk  of  appropriations  by  law,  and 
the  formalities  of  warrants  upon  the  Treasury. 
Assuming  the  argument  to  be  correct,  what  is 
to  prevent  the  execution  of  an  order  from  the 
President  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
issne  a  warrant,  without  the  sanction  of  a  pre- 
vious legal  appropriation,  to  the  Comptroller  to 
oooutersign  it,  lo  the  Register  to  register  it,  and 
to  the  Treasurer  to  pay  it  1  What  becomes  of 
that  quadraple  security  which  the  precaution 
of  the  law  provided )  Instead  of  four  substan- 
tive  and  independent  wills,  actdnc  tmder  legal 
obligations,  all  are  merged  in  tlie  executive 
Tortez. 

But  there  was,  in  point  of  fact,  no  cause, 
none  whatever,  for  the  measure.  Every  fiscal 
ooQsidOTation  (and  no  other  had  the  Secretary 
or  the  President  a  right  to  enterttun)  required 
the^eposits  to  be  left  undisturbed  in  the  place 
of  WTOct  safety  where  by  law  they  were.  We 
told  yon  so  at  the  time.  We  asserted  that  the 
charges  of  insecurity  and  insolvency  of  the 
bank  were  without  the  slightest  foundaUon. 
And  tim6|  that  great  whiter  of  human  con- 
troversieB,  has  confirmed  all  that  we  said. 
The  baolL  ftarn.  doonmoits  submitted  to  Con- 
gress by  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  at  the 
present  session,  appears  to  be  able  not  only  to 
return  every  dollar  of  the  stock  held  in  its 
capital  by  the  public,  but  an  addition  of  eleven 
per  cent,  beyond  it. 

Those  who  defend  the  execntive  act  have  to 
m^tun  not  only  that  the  President  may  as- 
some  upon  himself  the  discharge  of  a  duty  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
but  that  he  may  remove  that  oMcer,  arbitrarily, 
and  without  any  cause,  because  he  refused  to 
remove  the  public  deposits  without  cause. 

Uy  mind  conducts  me  to  a  totaU^  different 
conolTimim.  I  think,  I  solemnly  believe,  that 
the  President "  assumed  upon  himself  authority 
and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution 
and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both,"  in  the 
langoage  of  the  resolution.  I  believed  then  in 
the  troth  of  tiie  resolntion ;  and  I  now,  in  my 
jdaoe^  and  under  all  my  reqxuidbiUty,  reavov 
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my  unshaken  conviction  of  it.  But  it  has  been 
contended  on  this  occasion,  as  it  was  in  the  de- 
bate which  preceded  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution of  1834,  that  the  Senate  has  no  right  to 
express  the  truth  on  any  question  which,  by 
possibility,  may  become  a  subject  of  impeach- 
ment. It  is  manifest  that  if  it  inay,  there  is  no 
more  usual  or  appropriate  form  in  which  it  may 
be  done  than  that  of  resolutions,  joiut  or  sepa- 
rate, orders,  or  bills.  In  no  other  mode  con  the 
collective  sense  of  the  body  be  expressed.  But 
Senators  maintfun  that  no  mutter  what  may  be 
the  executive  encroachment  upon  the  jdnt 
powers  of  Uie  two  Houses,  or  the  separate  au- 
thority of  the  Senate,  it  is  bound  to  stand  mote, 
and  not  breathe  one  word  of  complaint  or  re- 
monstrance. According  to  the  argament,  the 
greater  the  violation  of  the  constitution  or  the 
law,  the  greater  the  incompetency  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  express  any  opinion  upon  it  1  Further, 
that  this  incompetency  is  not  confined  to  the 
acta  of  the  President  only,  but  extends  to  those 
of  every  officer  who  is  liable  to  impeachment 
under  tJke  conatitntion.  Is  this  possible  f  Can 
it  be  true !  Contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  nature, 
is  the  Senate  the  only  being  which  has  no  power 
of  self-preservation — no  right  to  complain  or  to 
remonstrate  against  attaclui  upon  its  very  exist- 
ence't 

The  ailment  is,  tiiat  the  Senate,  being  the 
constitutional  tribunal  to  try  all  impeachments, 
is  thereby  precluded  from  the  exercise  of  tlie 
right  to  express  any  opinion  upon  any  official 
malfeasance  except  when'  acting  in  its  judicial 
character. 

If  this  disqualification  exist,  it  applies  to  all 
impeachable  ofBcers,  and  ought  to  have  pro- 
tected the  late  Postmaster  General  against  the 
resolution,  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate, declaring  that  he  hod  borrowed  money  con- 
truy  to  law.  And  it  would  disable  the  Senate 
&om  considering  that  Treasury  order  which  has 
formef  such  a  prominent  sabject  of  its  deliber-  ^ 
ations  during  the  present  sesuon. 

And  how  do  Senators  mfuntain  t^b  obliga- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  remiun  silent  and  behold 
itself  stript,  one  by  one,  of  all  its  constitutional 
powers,  without  resistance,*  and  without  mur- 
mur! Is  it  ioujosed  by  the  language  of  the 
constitution  ?  Has  any  part  of  that  instrument 
been  pointed  to  which  expressly  enjoins  it? 
Ko,  no,  not  a  syllable.  But  it  is  attempted  to 
be  deduced  by  another  far-fetched  implication. 
Because  the  Senate  is  the  body  which  is  to  try 
impeachments,  therefore  it  is  inferred  the  Ben- 
ate  can  express  no  opinion  on  any  matter  which 
may  form  the  subject  of  impeachment.  The 
constitution  does  not  say  so.  That  is  nndenia- 
ble ;  but  Senators  think  so. 

The  Senate  acts  in  three  characters— leg^Bhir 
tive,  executive,  and  Judicial — and  their  import- 
ance is  in  the  order  enumerated.  By  far  the 
most  important  of  the  tiiree  is  its  legislative. 
In  thaL  almost  every  day  that  it  has  been  in 
sesdon  from  1789  to  the  present  time,  some  1^ 
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islative  business  has  been  transacted ;  whilst,  in 
its  Judicial  character,  it  has  not  nt  more  than 
three  or  four  times  in  tiiat  whole  period. 

Whj  should  the  judicial  fanction  limit  and 
restrain  the  legislative  fanction  of  the  Senate, 
mure  than  the  legislative  sbonld  the  judicial  ? 
If  the  degree  of  importance  of  the  two  should 
decide  which  ought  to  impose  the  restraint,  in 
case  of  conflict  between  tbem,  none  can  doubt 
which  it  should  be. 

But  if  the  argument  ia  sound,  how  is  it  pos- 
sible for  the  Senate  to  perform  its  legislative 
duties  t  An  act  in  violation  of  the  constitution 
or  laws  is  committed  by  the  President,  or  a  sub- 
ordinate executive  officer,  and  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary to  correct  it  by  tlie  passage  of  a  law. 
The  very  act  of  the  President  in  question  was 
under  a  law  to  which  the  Senate  had  ^ven  its 
eoncurrcnce.  According  to  the  argument,  the 
oorrecting  law  cannot  originate  in  the  Senatjp, 
because  it  would  have  to  pass  in  judgment  upon 
that  act  Nay,  more :  it  cannot  originate  in 
the  Honse  and  be  Bent  to  the  Senate,  for  the 
same  reason  of  incompetency  in  the  Senate  to 
pass  upon  it.  Suppose  the  bill  contained  a  pre- 
amble reciting  the  unconstitutional  or  illegal 
act,  to  which  the  legislative  corrective  is  ap- 
plied ;  according  to  file  argument,  the  Senate 
must  not  think  of  passing  it.  Pushed  to  its 
legitimate  consequence,  the  argument  requires 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  Itself  cautiously 
to  alMtiUn  from  the  expression  of  any  opinion 
upon  an  execntive  act,  except  when  it  Is  acting 
as  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  consid- 
ering urttcles  of  impeachment. 

Assuming  that  the  argument  is  well  founded, 
the  Senate  is  eqnally  rertrwned  from  expressing 
any  opinion  which  would  imply  the  innocence 
or  the  guilt  of  an  impeachable  officer,  unless  it 
be  maintained  lhat  it  is  lawfal  to  express  praise 
and  apfirobation,  but  not  censure  or  difference 
of  opinion.  Instances  have  occurred  in  our 
past  history,  (the  case  of  the  British  minister, 
Jacltaon,  was  a  memorable  one,)  and  many 
others  may  arise  in  our  future  progress,  when, 
in  reference  to  foreign  powers,  it  may  bo  im- 
portant for  OongresB  to  approve  what  haa  been 
doae  by  the  Executive,  to  present  a  firm  and 
united  front,  and  to  pledge  me  country  to  stand 
by  and  support  him.  Hay  it  not  do  that  ?  If 
the  Senate  dare  not  entert^n  and  express  any 
minion  upon  an  executive  measure,  how  do 
those  who  support  Ihis  expun^ng  resolution 
jmrtify  the  acquittal  of  the  Pretndent  which  It 
proclaims? 

No  Senator  believed,  in  1884,  that,  whether 
the  President  merited  impeachment  or  not,  he 
ever  would  be  impeached.  In  point  of  fact  he 
has  not  been,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  he  never  will  be,  impeached.  "Was 
the  majority  of  the  Senate,  in  a  case  where  it 
believed  the  conntitntion  and  laws  to  have  been 
violated,  and  the  Ubertles  of  the  people  to  be 
endangered,  to  Temaln  silent,  and  to  refnun 
from  prodidmin^  tiie  truth,  because,  against  all 
himua  probabihty,  the  Freaident  might  be  im- 


peached by  a  m^ority  of  his  polidcal  friends  in 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  9 

If  an  impeachment  had  been  aotaally  voted 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  there  is  nolii- 
ing  in  the  constitution  which  ei^oins  silence  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate.  In  such  a  case,  it  would 
have  been  a  matter  of  propriety,  for  the  consid- 
eration of  each  Senator,  to  avoid.the  expression 
of  any  opinion  on  a  matter  upon  which,  as  a 
sworn  judge,  he  would  be  callei  to  act. 

Hitherto,  I  have  considered  the  question  on 
the  snpposition  that  the  resolution  of  March, 
1884,  implied  such  guilt  in  the  President  that 
he  would  have  been  liable  to  conviction  on  a 
trial  by  impeachment  before  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  But  the  resolution,  in  fact,  im- 
ported no  such  guilt.  It  rimply  affirmed  1^ 
ne  had  "  assumed  upon  hims^  anthori^  and 
power  not  conferred  by  the  constitotion  and 
laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both."  It  impnted 
no  criminal  motives.  It  did  not  profess  to  pen- 
etrate into  the  heart  of  the  President.  Accord- 
ing to  the  phraseology  of  the  resolntion,  the 
exceptionable  act  might  have  been  performed 
with  the  purest  and  most  patriotic  intention. 
The  resolution  neither  afBrmed  bis  innocence, 
nor  pronounced  his  ^ilt.  It  amounts,  then, 
says  his  friends  on  this  floor,  to  nothing.  Not 
so.  If  the  constitution  be  trampled  upon,  and 
the  laws  be  violated,  the  injury  may  be  equally 
great,  whether  it  has  been  done  with  good  or 
bad  intentions.  There  may  be  a  difference  to 
the  officer,  none  to  the  oonntiy.  The  country, 
as  all  experience  demonstrates,  has  most  reason 
to  apprehend  those  encroachments  which  take 
place  on  plausible  pretexts,  and  with  good  in-' 
tentions. 

I  put  it,  Mr.  President,  to  the  calm  an4  de- 
liberate consideration  of  the  m^ority  of  the 
Senate,  are  you  ready  to  pronounce,  in  the  face 
of  this  enlightened  community,  for  all  time  to 
come,  and  whoever  may  happen  to  be  the  Pres- 
ident, that  the  Senate  dare  not,  in  language  the 
most  inoffensive  and  respectful,  remonstrate 
ag^st  any  executive  usurpation,  whatever  may 
be  its  d^ree  or  danger  f 

For  one,  I  will  not,  I  cannot.  I  believe  the 
resolntion  of  March,  1884,  to  have  been  trae; 
and  thot  it  was  competent  to  the  Senate  to  pro- 
claim the  truth,  ^d  I  solemnly  believe  that 
the  Senate  would  have  been  culpably  neglect- 
ful of  its  duty  to  itself,  to  the  constitution,  and 
to  the  country,  if  It  had  not  announced  the 
truth. 

But  let  me  suppose  that  in  all  this  I  am  mis- 
taken ;  that  the  act  of  the  President,  to  which 
exception  was  made,  was  in  conformity  with 
the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions  and  tbe  lan- 
guage of  our  constitution  and  laws ;  and  that, 
whether  it  was  or  not,  the  Senate  of  1884  had 
no  authority  to  pass  judgment  upon  it :  what 
right  has  the  Senate  of  1837,  a  component  part 
of  another  Congress,  to  pronounce  judgment 
upon  its  predecessor  ?  How  cto  you,  who  ven- 
ture to  impute  to  those  who  have  gone  before 
jon  an  imocmstitotional  proceeding,  escape  a 
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eimilar  impntatioiL  ?  What  part  of  the  consti- 
tution communicates  to  jon  any  authority  to 
arrmgn  and  try  yonr  predecessors  f  In  what 
artiole  is  contained  your  power  to  expnnge 
what  they  hare  done  ?  And  may  not  the  pre- 
cedent lead  to  a  peipetnal  code  of  defacement 
and  rerivration  of  the  transactions  of  flie  Sen- 
ate, as  oonstgced  to  the  public  records  ? 

Are  ^on  not  only  destitute  of  ail  authority, 
but  poatiTely  forbidden,  to  do  what  the  ex- 
punnng  resolntiou  proposes?  The  injunction 
of  the  constitution  to  keep  a  j  onmal  of  our  pro- 
ceediogs  Is  dear,  express,  and  emphatic.  It  is 
free  from  all  ambiguity ;  no  sophistry  can  per- 
vert the  explicit  language  of  the  instrument  no 
artful  device  can  elude  the  force  of  the  obliga- 
tion which  it  imposes.  If  it  were  possible  to 
make  more  manifest  the  duty  which  it  requires 
to  be  performed,  that  was  done  by  the  able  and 
eloquent  speeches,  at  the  last  session,  of  the 
Senators  from  Yii^nla  and  Louisiana,  (Messrs. 
LnoH  and  PoKntBj)  and  at  this  of  my  colleague. 
I  tdiall  not  rq)eat  the  argument.  But,  I  would 
ask,  if  there  were  no  coiutttutional  requirement 
to  keep  a  jonmal,  what  constitutional  right  has 
the  Senate  of  this  Congress  to  pass  in  judgment 
npon  the  Senate  of  another  Congress,  and  to 
expunge  from  its  jonmal  a  deliberate  act  there 
recorded  1  Can  an  unconstitutional  act  of  that 
Senate,  supposing  it  to  be  so,  justify  you  in  per- 
forming another  unconstitutional  act ! 

But  m  lieu  of  any  argument  upon  the  point 
from  me.  I  beg  leave  to  cite  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate  two  precedents:  one  drawn 
frx)m  the  reign  of  the  most  despotic  monarch  in 
,  modem  Europe,  under  the  most  despotic  min- 
ister that  ever  bore  sway  over  any  people,  and 
the  other  from  the  purest  fountain  of  democracy 
in  this  oountry.  I  quote  fitim  the  interesting 
life  of  the  Cardinal  Richelieu,  written  by  that 
most  admirable  and  popular  author,  Mr.  James. 
Tlie  Duke  of  Orleans,  the  brother  of  Louis  XIU., 
had  been  goaded  into  rebellion  by  the  wary 
Bichelieu.  The  king  issued  a  decree  declaring 
all  the  supporters  ot  the  duke  guilty  of  high 
treason,  and  a  copy  of  it  was  despatched  to  the 
Parliament  of  Paris,  with  an  order  to  register 
it  at  once.  The  parliament  demurred,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  what  was  called  un  arrit  de  partage. 
"  Richelieu,  however,  could  bear  no  contradic- 
tion in  the  course  which  he  had  Imd  down  for 
himself; "  HHow  strong  a  resemblance  does  that , 
feature  of  his  character  bear  to  one  of  an  inns- 
trious  indivtdnol  whom  I  will  not  further  de- 
fcribel]  "and  hnnring  hack  to  Paris  wi^  the  \ 
King,  he  sent,  in  the  monarch's  name,  a  com- 
mand for  the  members  of  the  Parliament  to  : 
present  themselves  at  the  LonvrCL  in  a  body 
and  on  foot.  He  was  obeyed  immediately ;  and 
the  King  receiving  them  with  great  haughti- 
ness, the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  made  them  a 
speech  in  which  he  declared  that  they  had  no 
authority  to  deliberate  upon  affairs  of  state; 
that  the  business  of  private  individu^s  they 
might  discuss,  but  that  the  will  of  the  monarch 
In  other  matters  they  were  altnld  called  npon 
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to  register.  The  King  then  tore  with  his  own 
hands  the  page  of  the  register  on  which  the 
arrit  de  partage  had  been  inscribed,  and  pun- 
ished with  suspension  from  their  functions  sev- 
eral of  the  members  of  the  various  courts  com- 
posing tihe  parliament  d  Paris."  How  repeated 
acts  of  tiie  exerdse  of  arbitrary  power  are 
likely  to  subdne  the  spirit  of  liber^,  and  to 
render  callous  the  paolio  senribUtty  and  the 
fate  which  awaits  us,  if  we  had  not  been  re- 
cently unhappily  taught  in  this  country,  we 
may  leara  from  the  same  author.  "The 
finances  of  the  State  were  exhausted,  new  im- 
positions were  devised,  and  a  number  of  new 
offices  created  and  sold.  Against  the  last- 
named  abuse  the  Parliament  ventured  to  re- 
monstrate ;  but  the  Government  of  the  Cardi- 
nal had  for  its  first  principle  despotism,  and  the 
refractory  members  were  punished,  some  with 
exile,  some  with  suspension  of  their  Amotions. 
All  were  forced  to  comply  with  his  will;  and 
the  Parliament,  unable  to  resist,  yielded,  step 
1^  step,  to  his  exactions." 

The  other  precedent  is  sapplied  by  the  ar- 
chives of  the  demoCTOcr^  of  FennsylTania  in 
1810,  when  it  was  gennme  and  unmixed  with 
any  other  ingredient. 

The  provisions  of  the  Oonstitotion  of  the 
TTnited  States  and  of  Pennsylvania,  in  regard 
to  the  obligation  to  keep  a  jonmal,  are  substoa- 
tially  the  same.  That  of  tue  United  States  re- 
quires that  '*  each  House  shall  keep  a  journal 
of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  pub- 
lish the  same,  except  such  parts  as  may  in  their 
judgment  require  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  of  the  members  of  either  House  on  any 
question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth  of  the 
members  present,  be  «itered  on  ^e  joomaL" 
And  that  of  Pennsylvania  is,  "each  House  shall 
keep  a  jonmal  of  its  proceedings,  and  publish 
them  weekly,  except  such  parts  as  require  se- 
crecy ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  tbe  members 
on  any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  two 
of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals."  What- 
ever inviolability,  therefore,  is  attached  to  a 
journal,  kept  in  conformity  with  the  one  con- 
stitution, must  he  equally  stamped  on  that 
kept  undCT  the  other.  On  the  10th  February, 
1816,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, ,  *'  the  Speaker  informed  the  House 
that  a  constitutional  question  being  involved  in 
a  decidou  by  him  yesterday,  on  a  motion  to 
expnnge  eertiUn  proceedings  from  the  jonmal, 
he  was  desirous  of  having  the  opinion  of  the 
House  on  that  decision,  viz:  that  a  majority 
can  expunge  from  the  jonmal  any  proceedin» 
iu  which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  not  been  call- 
ed," Whereupon  Mr.  Holgate  and  Hr.  Smith 
appealed  from  said  decision ;  and  on  the>  qnea- 
tion.  Is  the  Speaker  right  in  his  decision?  the 
moml>ers  present  voted  as  follows :  yeas  three, 
nays  seventy-eight.  Among  the  latter  are  to 
be  found  the  two  Senators  now  representing  in 
this  body  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  On  the 
same  day  a  motion  was  made  by  one  of  than 
QSx.  BvoHUTia)  and  Mr.  KeDy,  and  read,  as 
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follows :  *'  Jieaolved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House  no  part  of  the  journals  of  the  House  can 
be  expunged,  even  by  nnanimons  ooDsent." 

The  Senate  obaerrea  that  the  qaestion  arose 
in  a  case  where  the  yeas-aud  nays  had  not  been 
called.  Even  in  snch  a  case  there  were  but 
fonr  members  oat  of  e^hty-two  that  thought  it 
vas  competent  to  the  Hoose  to  expunge.  Had 
the  7eas  and  nan  been  called  and  recorded,  as 
they  irere  on  uie  resolution  of  March,  1834, 
there  would  not  have  been  a  solitary  vote  in 
the  House  of  BepreeentativeB  of  Pennsylvania 
in  support  of  the  power  of  expunging.  And  if 
you  can  expunge  the  resolution,  why  may  you 
not  expunge  also  the  reocnded  yeas  and  nays 
attached  to  it! 

Bat  if  the  matter  of  expunctioa  be  contrary 
to  the  truth  of  tlie  case,  reproachful  for  its  base 
snbservieucy,  deroMtcny  from  the  jost  and  no* 
eessary^wers  of  uie  Senate,  and  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  proposed  to  accomplish  this  , 
dark  deed  is  also  nighly  exceptionable.  The 
expunging  resolution,  which  is  to  blot  out  or 
nwhroud  the  four  or  five  lines  in  which  the 
resolution  of  1884:  stands  recorded,  or  rather 
the  recitals  by  which  it  is  preceded,,  are  spun 
ont  into  a  thread  of  enormous  length.  It  runs, 
whereas,  and  whereas,  and  whereas,  and  where- 
as, and  whereas,  &c.,  into  a  formidable  array 
of  nine  several  whereases.  One  who  should 
have  the  courage  to  begin  to  read  them,  una- 
ware of  what  was  to  be  their  determination, 
would  think  that  at  the  end  of  anoh  a  tremen- 
dous ^splay  he  must  find  the  very  devil.  It  is 
like  a  kite  or  a  comet,  except  that  the  order  of 
nature  is  inverted,  and  the  tdl,  instead  of  being 
behind,  is  before  the  body  to  which  it  is  ap- 
pended. 

I  shall  not  trespass  on  the  Senate  by  inquir- 
ing into  the  truth  of  all  the  assertions  of  fact 
and  of  principle  contained  in  these  recitals.  It 
wonld  not  be  difficult  to  expose  them  all,  and 
to  show  that  not  one  of  them  has  more  than  a 
colorable  foundation.  It  is  asserted  by  one  of 
them  that  the  President  was  put  upon  his  trial, 
and  condemned,  unheard,  by  the  Senate,  in 
1684.  Was  that  true?  Was  it  a  trial!  Can 
the  m^ority  now  assert,  upon  their  oaths, 
wd  In  their  coosdenoea^  that  there  was  any 
bial  or  condemnation  ?  During  the  warmth  of 
debatw,  Senators  might  endeavor  to  persuade 
themselves  and  the  public  that  the  proceeding 
of  1884  was,  in  its  effects  and  consequences,  a 
trial,  and  would  be  a  condemnation  of  the  Pres- 
ident; but  now,  after  the  lapse  of  near  three 
years,  when  the  excitement  arising  from  an 
animated  discussion  has  passed  away,  it  is 
marvellous  that  any  one  should  be  prepared  to 
assert  that  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  character  of  on  executive  act 
was  an  arraignment,  trial,  and  conviotionf  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  t 

Another  fact,  asserted  in  one  of  these  recitals, 
ia,  that  the  resolution  of  1884,  in  either  of  the 
iinma  in  which  it  was  oii^nally  presented  or  | 
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subsequently  modified,  prior  to  the  final  shape 
wtiich  it  assumed  when  adopted,  would  have 
been  r^eoted  by  a  majority  of  the  Senate. 
What  evidence  is  there  in  support  of  this  asser- 
tion? None.  It  is,  I  verily  believe,  directly 
contrary  to  the  fact  In  either  of  the  modifica- 
tions of  the  resolution  I  have  not  a  doubt  that 
it  would  have  passed  I  They  were  all  mode  in 
that  spirit  of  accommodation  by  which  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  has  ever  regulated  his 
conduct  as  a  member  of  a  deliberative  body. 
In  not  one  single  instance  did  he  understand 
from  any  Senator  at  ^ose  request  he  made  the 
modification  that  without  it  he  would  vote 
against  the  resolution.  How,  then,  can  even 
the  Senators  who  were  of  the  minority  of  1834 
undertake  to  make  the  assertion  in  question ! 
How  can  the  new  Senators,  wlio  have  come 
here  unee,  pledge  themselves  to  the  fact  asserted 
in  the  rental  of  which  they  could  not  have  had 
any  connsancef  But  all  the  membete  of  the 
majority — the  veterans  and  the  raw  recraits — 
the  six  years'  men  and  the  six  weeks*  men — ■ 
are  required  to  concur  in  this  most  unfounded 
assertion,  as  I  believe  it  to  be.  I  submit  it  to 
one  of  the  latter  (looking  towards  Ur.  Da»a, 
from  Maine,  here  by  a  temporary  appointment 
from  the  Executive)  whether,  instead  of  inun- 
dating the  Senate  with  a  torrent  of  fulsome  and 
revolting  adulation  poured  on  tiie  President,  it 
would  not  be  wiser  and  more  patriotic  to  illus- 
trate the  brief  period  of  his  senatorial  existence 
by  some  great  measure  fraught  with  general 
benefit  to  the  whole  Union  ?  Or,  if  he  will  not 
or  cannot  devate  himself  to  a  view  of  the  inter- 
ests <^  the  entire  country,  whether  he  had  not 
bettw  dedio^  his  time  to  an  investuatlon  into 
the  causes  of  an  alien  jurisdiction  being  still 
exercised  over  a  large  part  of  the  territory  of 
the  State  which  he  represents?  And  why  the 
American  carrying  trade  to  the  British  colonies, 
in  which  his  State  was  so  deeply  Interested,  has 
been  lost  by  a  most  improvident  and  bungling 
arrangement! 

Mr.  President,  what  patriotic  purpose  is  to 
be  accomplished  by  this  expunging  resolution? 
What  new  honor  or  fresh  laurels  will  it  win  for 
our  common  country  ?  Is  the  power  of  the  Sen- 
ate so  vast  that  it  ou^t  be  (Sreamaciibed,  and 
that  of  the  Prendent  so  restricted  that  it  ought 
to  be  extended?  What  power  has  the  Soiatef 
None,  separately.  It  can  only  act  jointly  with 
the  other  House,  or  jointly  with  the  Executive. 
And  although  the  theory  of  the  constitution 
supposes,  when  oonsolted  by  him,  it  may  freely 
^ve  an  affirmative  or  negative  rehouse,  accord* 
ing  to  the  practice,  as  it  now  exists,  it  has  lost 
the  faculty  of  pronouncing  the  n^ative  mono- 
syllable. When  the  Senate  expresses  its  delib- 
erate judgment,  in  the  form  of  resolution,  that 
resolution  has  no  compulsory  force,  but  appeals 
only  to  the  dispassionate  intelligence,  the  calm 
reason,  and  the  sober  judgment^  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  Senate  h^  no  army,  no  navy,  no 
pannage,  no  lucrative  offices,  nor  glittuing 
honors,  to  bestow.  Around  us  there  is  no 
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swarm  of  greedj  expectants,  rendering  na  hom- 
age, anticipating  our  wishes,  and  ready  to  exe- 
cute oar  commands. 

How  is  it  with  the  President  ?  Is  he  power- 
less? He  is  felt  f^om  one  extremity  to  the 
other  of  this  vast  repnhlic.  By  means  of  prin- 
ciples which  he  has  introduced,  and  innova- 
tions which  he  has  made  in  our  institntions, 
alas  I  hnt  too  mnoh  conntenanced  hy  Oongress 
and  a  confiding  people,  he  ezerdsea  nncon- 
trcdled  the  power  of  the  State.  In  one  hand  he 
holds  the  purse,  and  in  the  other  brandishes  the 
sword  of  the  oonntry.  Myriads  of  dependants 
and  partisans,  scattered  over  the  land,  are  ever 
ready  to  rang  hosannas  to  him,  and  to  laud  to 
the  skies  whatever  he  does.  He  has  swept  over 
the  Government,  daring  the  last  eight  years, 
like  a  tropical  tornado.  Every  department  ex- 
hibits traces  of  the  ravages  of  the  storm.  Take 
as  one  example  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
No  institntion  coQld  have  been  more  popalar 
with  the  people,  with  Congress,  and  wiui  State 
Legblatares.  None  ever  better  falflUed  the 
great  parposes  of  its  establishment.  Bat  it  un' 
fortunately  incurred  tiie  displeasure  of  the  Pres- 
ident; he  spoke,  and  the  bank  lies  prostrate. 
And  those  vho  were  loudest  in  itepraise  are 
now  loudest  in  its  condemnation.  What  objeot 
of  his  ambition  is  unsatisfied  I  When  disabled 
from  age  any  longer  to  hold  the  sceptre  of 
power,  ne  desi^ates  his  snccessor,  and  trans- 
mits it  to  his  favorite  I  What  more  does  he 
wontf  Ifnst  we  blot,  deface,  and  mutUate  the 
records  of  the  countiy,  to  punish  the  prMump- 
taoasness  of  expressing  an  opinion  oontrai7  to 
hb  own ! 

What  patriotic  purpose  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  this  expunging  resolution  f  Can  you  make 
that  not  to  be  which  has  been  ?  Can  you  erad- 
icate from  memory  and  from  history  the  fact 
that  in  March,  1884,  a  majority  of  the  Senate 

the  United  States  passed  the  resolution  which 
ezdtes  your  enmity!  Is  it  jtmr  Tain  and 
wicked  object  to  arrogate  to  yourselves  tihat 

Sower  of  annihilating  the  past  which  has  been 
enied  to  Omnipotence  itself!  Do  yon  intend 
to  thmst  your  hands  into  our  hearts,  and  to 
pluck  out  the  deeply  rooted  oonvictions  whidi 
are  there  ?  Or  is  it  your  design  merely  to  stig- 
matize  usf  You  cannot  stigmatize  us. 

Ne'er  ; ot  did  base  dUhonor  blur  oar  name. 

Standing  secm^ly  npou  our  conscious  recti- 
tude, and  bearing  aloft  the  shield  of  the  consti- 
tution of  our  country,  yonr  puny  eflTorts  are 
Impotent;  and  we  day  all, your  power.  Put 
the  mdority  of  1884  In.  one  scale^  and  thsA  by 
which  this  e^nuupug  resolution  is  to  he  carried 
in  the  other,  and  let  truth  and  justice,  in  heaven 
above  and  on  earth  below,  and  liberty  and  pa- 
triotism, dedde  the  preponderance. 

What  patriotic  purpose  is  to  be  accomplished 
hy  this  expunging  resolution!  Is  it  to  appease 
the  wrath  and  to  beal  the  wounded  pride  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate!  If  he  be  really  the  hero 
that  his  friends  represent  him,  he  must  despise 


all  mean  condescension,  all  grovelling  syco- 
phancy, all  self  degradation  and  self-abasement. 
He  would  reject,  with  scorn  and  contempt,  as 
unworthy  of  nis  fame,  your  block  scratches  and 
your  baby  lines  in  the  records  of  his  coun- 
try. Black  lines  I  Black  lines!  Sir,  I  hope 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  will  preserve  the 
pen  with  which  he  may  inscribe  them,  and  pre- 
sent it  to  that  Senator  of  the  m^ority  whom 
he  may  select,  as  a  proud  trophy,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  his  descendants.  Juad.  hereafter, 
when  we  shall  lose  the  forms  of  our  ft«e  insti- 
tutions, all  that  now  remain  to  us,  some  future 
American  monarch,  in  gratitude  to  tiiose  by 
whose  means  he  has  been  enabled,  upon  the 
ruins  of  civil  liberty,  to  erect  a  tlirone,  and  to 
commemorate  eispecially  this  expunging  resoln- 
tiixi,  may  institute  a  new  order  of  knighthood, 
and  confer  on  it  the  appropriate  name  of  the 
Knight  of  the  Black  Lines.  ^ 

But  why  should  I  detain  the  Senate,  or  need- 
lessly waste  my  breath  in  fruitless  exertions. 
The  decree  baa  gone  forth.  It  is  one  of  urgency, 
too.  The  deed  is  to  be  done — that  foul  deed 
which,  like  the  blood-sttuned  hands  of  the  guilty 
Macb^,  all  ocean's  waters  will  never  waui 
out.  Proceed,  then,  to  the  noble  work  which 
lies  before  you,  and,  like  other  skilful  execu- 
tioners, do  it  quickly.  And  when  you  have 
perpetrated  it,  go  home  to  the  people,  and  tell 
them  what  ^mous  honors  you  have  achieved 
for  our  common  countir.  Tell  them  that  you 
have  extinguished  one  of  the  brightest  and  purest 
lights  that  ever  burnt  at  the  altar  of  civil  lib- 
erty. Tell  them  that  yon  have  silenced  one  of 
the  noblest  batteries  that  ever  thundered  in  de- 
fence of  the  constitution,  and  bravely  spiked 
the  cannon.  Tell  them  that,  henceforwanl,  no 
matter  what  daring  or  outrageous  act  any  Presi- 
dent may  perform,  you  have  forever  hermeti- 
cally sefded  the  mouth  of  the  Senate.  Tell 
them  that  he  may  fearlessly  assume  what  powers 
he  pleases,  snatch  flrom  its  lawful  custody  the 
public  purae,  command  a  military  detaehment 
to  enter  the  halls  of  the  Capitol,  overawe  C<m- 
gress,  trample  down  the  constitution,  and  raze 
every  bulw'ark  of  freedom ;  but  that  the  Senate 
must  stand  mute,  in  silent  submission,  and  not 
dare  to  raise  its  opposing  voice.  That  it  must 
wait  until  a  House  of  Bepresentotives,  humbled 
and  subdued  like  itself,  and  a  minority  of  it 
composed  of  the  partisans  of  the  President,  shall 
prefer  articles  of  impeachment.  Tell  them, 
finally,  that  you  have  restored  the  glorious  doc- 
trine of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance. 
And,  if  the  people  do  not  pour  out  their  indig- 
nation and  imprecations,  I  have  yet  to  learn  the 
character  of  American  freemen. 
When  Ur.  Cut  had  oonolnded, 
Hr.  BuoQANAN  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  President:  after  the  able  and  eloquent 
display  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Clay)  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  after  hav- 
ing  so  long  endioined  the  attention  of  his  au- 
dience, it  might  be  the  dictate  of  prudence  for 
me  to  remain  ^akmt.  But  I  feel  too  deeply  zny 
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responsibility  as  an  American  Senator,  not  to 
maxe  the  attempt  to  place  before  the  Senate 
and  tbc  country  the  reasons  which,  in  mj  opin- 
ion, will  jnstiQr  the  vote  which  I  intend  to  give 
this  day. 

A  more  grave  and  solemn  qnesdon  has  rarely, 
if  ever,  been  submitted  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Stfdss,  than  the  one  now  under  ^sons- 
sion.  This  Senate  Is  now  called  upon  to  review 
its  own  decision,  to  rejudge  its  own  Justice,  and 
to  annihilate  its  own  sentence,  deliberately  pro- 
nounced against  the  co-ordinate  executive 
branch  of  this  Government.  On  the  28th  of 
Ifarch,  1834,  the  American  Senate,  in  the  face 
of  the  American  people,  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
world,  by  a  solemn  resolution,  pronounced  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  be  a  violator 
of  the  constitution  of  his  country— of  that  con- 
stitution which  he  had  solemnly  sworn  to  "  pre- 
serve, protect,  and  defend."  "Whether  we  con- 
dder  the  exalted  character  of  the  tribunal  which 
pronounced  this  condemnation,  or  the  Ulustrious 
object  ag^nst  which  it  was  directed,  we  ought 
to  feel  deeply  impressed  with  the  high  and  last- 
ing importance  of  the  present  proceeding.  It 
is  in  fact,  if  not  in  form,  the  trial  of  the  Senate 
for  having  uqjusUy  and  unconstitutionally  tried 
and  ctmdemned  ue  President;  and  their  ac- 
cusers are  the  American  people.  In  this  cause 
I  am  one  of  the  jndgos.  In  some  respects,  it  is 
a  painful  position  for  me  to  occupy.  It  is  vain, 
however,  to  express  unavailing  regrets.  I  must, 
and  shall,  firmly  and  sternly,  do  my  duty,  al- 
though in  the  performance  of  it  I  may  wound 
the  ieelinga  of  gentlemen  whom  I  respect  and 
esteem.  I  ahm  proceed  no  fiirQier  than  the 
occadon  demands,  and  will,  therefbre,  Justify. 

"Who  was  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States 
against  whom  this  sentence  has  been  pro- 
nooncedt  Andrew  Jackson — a  name  which 
every  American  mother,  after  the  party  strife 
which  agitates  us  for  the  present  moment  shall 
have  passed  away,  will,  daring  all  the  genera- 
tions which  this  republic  is  destined  to  endure, 
teach  her  infant  to  lisp  with  that  of  the  ven- 
erated name  of  Washington.  The  one  was  the 
founder,  the  other  the  preserver,  of  the  liberties 
of  his  country. 

If  President  Jackson  has  been  guilty  of  vio- 
lating the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  let 
impartial  Jnstice  take  its  course.  I  admit  uiat 
it  IS  no  Justification  for  snob  a  crime  tiiat  his 
long  life  has  beek  more  dlstingaished  by  acts 
oS  dimnterested  patriotism  than  that  of  any 
American  citizen  now  living.  It  la  no  Justifica- 
tion that  the  honesty  of  Ins  heart  and  the  parity 
of  his  inteutiona  have  become  proverbial,  even 
amongst  his  political  enemies.  It  is  no  justifl- 
caUon  that  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  in  the 
day  of  battle,  he  has  been  his  country's  shield. 
If  he  has  been  guilty,  let  his  name  be  "  damned 
to  everlasting  fame,"  with  those  of  Oeesar  and 
of  Napoleon. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  pure  and  iramac- 
olate  from  the  charge,  let  us  be  swift  to  do  him 
Jnstice,  and  to  blot  out  the  foul  stigma  which 
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the  Senate  have  placed  upon  hia  character.  If 
we  are  not,  he  may  go  down  to  the  grave  in 
doubt  as  to  what  may  be  the  final  Jud^ent  of 
his  country.  In  any  event,  he  mu^  soon  retire 
to  the  shades  of  private  life.  Shall  we,  then, 
suffer  his  official  term  to  expire  witiiont  first 
doing  him  justice  f  It  may  be  said  of  me,  as  it 
has  already  been  said  of  other  Senators,  that  I 
am  one  of  the  gross  adnlators  of  the  Prendent. 
But,  sir,  I  have  never  stud  thus  mucH  of  him. 
whilst  he  was  in  the  meridian  of  his  power. 
Now  that  his  political  sun  is  nearly  set,  I  feel 
myself  at  liberty  to  pour  forth  my  grateful  feel- 
ings, as  an  American  citizen,  to  a  man  who  has 
done  so  much  for  hia  coantry.  I  have  never, 
for  myself  either  directly  or  indirectly,  solicited 
office  at  his  hands;  and  my  character  must 
greatly  change,  if  I  should  ever  do  so  from  any 
of  his  Buccessora.  If  I  should  bestow  upon  him 
the  meed  of  my  poor  praise.  It  sprincs  from  an 
impulse  Ihr  different  from  that  whi<£  has  been 
attribnted  to  the  minority  on  this  floor.  I  speak 
as  an  independent  freeman  and  American  Sena- 
tor;  and  I  feel  proud  now  to  have  Vbo  oppor- 
tunity of  raising  my  voice  in  his  defence. 

On  the  28th  day  of  March,  1834,  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  resolved  "  that  the  Presi- 
dent, in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  upon 
himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both." 

In  discussing  this  subject,  I  shall  midertake 
to  prove,  first,  that  this  resolation  is  ui^just; 
secondly,  that  it  is  ouconBtitational ;  and  in  the 
last  place,  that  it  ought  to  be  expunged  from 
our  Jounuda,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Ifissonri,  (Ur.  Bsnton.) 

First,  then,  it  is  unjust.  On  this  wandh  of 
the  subject,  I  had  intended  to  confine  myself  to 
a  bare  expression  ol  my  own  decided  opinion. 
This  point  has  been  so  often  and  so  ably  dis- 
cussed, that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  cast  any 
new  light  upon  it.  But  as  it  is  my  intention  to 
follow  the  footsteps  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Clat,)  wherever  they  may  lead,  I 
must  again  tread  the  ground  which  has  been  so 
often  trodden.  As  the  Senator,  howelVer,  haa 
confined  himself  to  a  mere  passing  reference  to 
the  topics  which  this  head  presents,  I  shall,  in 
this  particolar,  follow  his  example. 

Althoogb  the  rea<dation  condemning  the 
Preddent  is  vague  and  general  in  its  terms, 
yet  we  all  know  that  it  was  founded  upon  his 
removal  of  the  public  deposits  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky  has  contended  that  this  act  was  ft  violft- 
tioQ  of  law.  And  why !  Because,  sftya  hO)  It 
is  well  known  that  the  public  money  was  secure 
in  that  institntion ;  and  by  its  charter  the  pablio 
deposits  could  not  be  removed  from  it,  unless 
under  a  Just  apprehension  that  they  were  in 
danger.  Now,  sir,  I  admit  that  if  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  right  to  remove  these  deposits, 
except  for  the  aMb  reason  that  their  safe^  was 
in  danger,  the  Senator  has  estaUiBhed.  his  pod- 
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tion.  Bat  what  is  the  &ct?  Was  the  Govern- 
ment thos  restricted  by  the  terms  of  tiie  bank 
oliarter  t  I  answer,  no.  Snoh  a  imitation  is 
nowhere  to  be  fonnd  in  it  Let  me  read  the 
dxteenth  section,  which  is  t^e  only  one  relating 
to  the  subject.  It  enacts,  *'that  the  deposits 
of  the  money  of  tlie  United  States  in  places  la 
which  the  said  bank  and  branches  thereof  may 
be  established,  shall  bo  made  in  said  bank  or 
branches  thereof,  unless  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasmy  shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and 
direct;  in  which  case,  tlie  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Con- 
gress, if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next  session, 
the  reasons  of  sach  order  or  direction." 

Is  not  the  anthority  thna  conferred  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  broad  and  as 
ample  as  the  y)ngT^nT*  language  will  admit? 
Where  is  the  Umitatios,  where  the  restriction  f 
One  might  have  snpposed,  from  the  argument 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  the  charter 
had  restricted  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
from  removing  the  deposits,  unless  he  believed 
them  to  be  insecure  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  but  the  language  of  the  law  itself  com- 
pletely refutes  his  argument.  They  were  to 
remain  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
"  unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  at 
any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct" 

The  sole  limitation  upon  tiie  disoreticoL  of 
that  officer  was  his  immedi^  and  direct  re- 
iponribility  to  Congress.  To  us  be  was  bound 
to  render  his  reasons  for  removing  the  depodts. 
We,  and  we  alone,  are  constltntea  the  Jadges  as 
to  the  sufficiency  of  these  reasons. 

It  would  be  an  easy  task  to  prove  that  the 
authors  of  the  bank  charter  acted  wisely  in  not 
limiting  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  over  l^e  deposits  to  the  single  case  of 
their  apprehended  insecurity.  We  may  imagine 
many  other  reasons  which  would  have  rendered 
their  removal  both  wise  and  expedient  Bnt  I 
forbear,  especially  as  the  case  now  before  the 
Senate  presents  as  striking  an  illustration  of 
this  proposition  as  I  could  possibly  imagine. 
Uprai  what  principle^  then,  do  I  jnstify  the  re- 
moval df  the  deporits? 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  deter- 
mined to  apply  fbr  a  recharter  at  the  se^on 
of  Congress  immediately  preceding  the  last 
jvesidenttal  election.  Preparatory  to  this  appli- 
ootioiif  and  whilst  it  was  pending,  in  the  ehort 
QMoe  of  sixteen  months,  it  had  increased  its 
loans  more  than  $28,000,000.  They  rose  from 
fbrty-two  millions  to  seventy  millions  between 
the  last  of  December,  1830,  and  the  1st  of 
Hay,  1882.  Whilst  this  boasted  regulator  of 
the  currency  was  thus  expanding  its  discount, 
all  the  local  banks  followed  the  example.  The 
impolse  of  self-interest  orged  them  to  pursue 
Uiis  comrse.  A  delusive  prosperity  was  thna 
spread  over  the  land.  Money,  everywhere, 
become  plenty.  The  bank  was  regarded  as  the 
benefloent  parent,  who  was  pouring  her  money 
ont into Ihe l^of  her ehttoTML  Sliethon^t 


herself  wise  and  wovideot  !o  thus  rendering 
herself  popular.  The  recharter  passed  both 
Houses  oS  Congress  by  triumphant  m^orities. 

But  tiien  came  "the  frost,  the  killing  ttosV* 
It  was  not  so  easy  to  propitiate  "  the  Old  Bo- 
man,"  Although  he  well  knew  the  power  uad 
inflaenoe  which  the  bank  could  exert  ag^st 
him  at  the  then  approaching  presidential  elec- 
tion, be  cast  such  considerations  to  the  winds. 
He  vetoed  the  hill,  and,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  placed  himself  for  trial  upon  tiua 
question  before  the  American  people. 

From  that  moment  the  faith  of  many  of  his 
former  friends  began  to  grow  cold.  The  bank 
openly  took  the  field  agauut  his  re-elecU<Mu 
It  expended  large  sums  in  snbaidklng  editors, 
and  in  oircnlating  pamphleta,  and  papers,  and 
speeches,  tbroaghont  the  Union,  calculated  to 
inflame  uie  pnblio  mind  against  the  Frendent. 
I  mere^  glance  at  these  things. 

Let  US  pause,  for  a  ^gle  moment,  to  con- 
sider the  consequences  of  snoh  conduct.  What 
right  had  the  bank,  as  a  corporation,  to  enter 
the  arena  of  politics,  for  the  purpose  of  defend- 
ing itself,  and  attacking  the  President  Whilst 
I  freely  admit  that  each  individual  stdckholder 
possessed  the  same  righta,  in  this  respect,  as 
every  other  American  citizen,  I  prey  you  to 
consider  what  a  dangerous  precedent  the  bank 
has  thus  established.  Our  banks  now  number 
nearly  a  thousand,  and  our  other  chartered 
ii»titntionB  are  almost  innnmerable.  If  all 
these  corporations  are  to  be  jastified  In  juiag 
their  corporate  funds  for  tJie  purpose  of  In- 
fluencing elections,  of  elevating  their  political 
friends,  and  crushing  their  pditical  foes,  onr 
condition  is  truly  deplorable.  We  diall  thna 
introduce  into  the  State  a  new,  a  dangerons, 
and  an  alarming  power,  the  effects  of  which  no 
man  can  anticipate.  Watchful  jealousy  is  the 
price  which  a  free  people  most  ever  pay  for 
their  liberties;  and  this  jealoosy  shoold  be 
argQs^yed  in  watching  the  poUtical  movemmtB 
of  corporations. 

After  the  bank  had  been  defeated  in  the  prea- 
identlal  election,  it  adopted  a  new  course  of 
poli<7.  What  it  had  been  unable  to  aocompliah 
by  making  money  plenty,  it  determined  It  would 
wrest  from  the  snnbrings  of  the  people  by  mak- 
ing money  scarce.  Pressure  and  panic  thai 
became  its  weapons;  and  with  these  it  was 
determined,  if  possible,  to  extort  a  recharter 
from  the  American  people.  It  commenced  this 
warfare  upon  t^e  interests  of  the  country  about 
the  1st  of  August,  188S.  In  two  short  months 
it  decreased  its  loans  more  than  four  millions 
of  dollars,  whilst  the  deposits  of  the  Govem- 
meut  with  it  had  increased,  during  the  same 
period,  two  millions  and  a  quarter.  I  speak 
in  round  numbers.  It  was  then  in  the  act  of 
reducing  its  discounts  at  the  rate  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  month. 

The  State  Wiks  had  expanded  their  loans 
with  the  fbrmer  ezpanmon  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  StntesL  It  now  became  necessary  to 
oontraet  them.  The  aeverest  pressure  began 
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to  be  felt  eveiywhere.  Had  the  Bonk  of  the 
United  States  heea  permitted  a  sbort  time 
longer  to  proceed  in  this  coarse,  fortified  as  it 
was  with  the  millions  \>£  the  Gloveniment  which 
it  held  on  deposit,  a  scene  of  almost  universal 
bankruptcj  and  insolrencj  most  have  been 
presented  in  onr  oonmiercial  cities.  It  thus 
became  abaolntely  necessary  for  the  President 
either  to  deprive  the  bank  of  the  pnblio  de- 
posits, as  the  only  means  of  protecting  the 
State  banks,  and,  throngh  them,  the  people, 
from  these  impendins  evils,  or  cahnly  to  look 
ou  and  see  it  sprea^ng  rain  throognont  the 
land.  It  was  neceBsary  for  bim  to  adopt  this 
policy  for  the  purpose  en  prevenling  a  oniversal 
derangement  of  uie  earrency,  a  ^neral  sacri- 
fice of  property,  and,  as  an  inevitable  conse- 
qnenoe,  the  recharter  of  this  institution. 

By  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  he  strack  a 
blow  against  the  bank  from  which  it  has  never 
since  recovered.  This  was  theclub.of  Hercules 
with  which  he  slew  the  Hydra.  This  was  the 
master-stroke  by  which  he  prostrated  what  a 
larve  mtgority  of  the  American  people  believe 
to  have  been  a  corrupt  and  a  corrupting  insti- 
tution. For  this  he  is  not  only  justified^  but 
deserves  the  eternal  gratitude  of  his  country. 
For  this  the  Senate  have  condemned  him ;  but 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  hailed  him 
as  a  deuverer. 

It  has  been  «ud  byJfae  S^iator  from  Ken- 
tocky,  that  the  Preudeat  by  removing  the 
deposits  from  tlie  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
united  in  his  own  person  the  power  of  the  purse 
of  the  nation  with  that  of  the  eword.  I  think 
it  is  not  difficult  to  answer  this  argument 
What  was  to  become  of  the  public  money,  in 
oaae  it  had  been  removed  from  tlio  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  under  its  charter,  for  the  cause 
which  the  Senator  himself  deems  justifiable? 
"Why,  sir,  it  wonld  then  have  been  immediately 
remitted  to  the  guardianship  of  those  laws 
under  which  it  had  hoea,  protected  before  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  oolled  intoexist- 
enoe.  Such  was  tiie.{Hre6ent  case.  la  regard 
to  this  point,  no  matter  whether  the  canee  of 
removal  were  auffioient  or.not,  the  moment  the 
dntosits  were  actually  removed,  they  became 
m^ect  to  the  pre-existing^  laws,  and  not  to  the 
arbitrary  will  of  the  President. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  contended 
iJiat  the  President  violated  the  constitution  and 
the  laws  by  dismissing  Mr.  Duane  from  office 
because  he  would  not  remove  the  deposits,  and 
by  appointing  Kr.  Taney  to  accomplish  this 
purpose.  I  ^qU  not  discuss  at  any  length  the 
#power  of  removal.  It  is  now  too  late  in  the 
to  question  it.  That  the  Executive  pos- 
sesses this  power  was  decided  by  the  first  Oou- 
greas.  It  has  often  nnce  been  discussed  and 
decided  in  the  same  manner,  and  it  has  been 
exercised  by  every  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  President  is  bound  by  the  consti- 
tntion  to  "  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully 
executed."  If  he  cannot  remove  his  executive 
officers,  it  is  imposaihle  that  he  can  perform  | 
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this  duty.  Every  inferior  officer  might  set  up 
for  himself;  might  violate  the  laws  of  the 
country,  and  put  him  at  defiance,  whilst'  he 
would  remain  perfectly  powerless.  He  could 
not  arrest  their  career.  A  foreign  minister 
might  be  betraying  and  disgracing  the  nation 
abroad,  without  any  power  to  recm  him  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Senate.  This  con- 
struction of  the  constitntion  involves  so  many 
dangers,  and  so  many  absurdities,  that  it  coold 
not  be  muntdned  for^  moment,  even  if  there 
hod  not  been  a  consumt  practice  against  it  of 
almost  half  a  century. 

But  it  is  contended  by  the  Senator  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  a  sort  of  inde- 
pendent power  in  the  State,  and  is  released  from 
the  control  of  the  Executive.  And  why  I 
Simply  because  he  is  directed  by  law  to  make 
his  annual  report  to  Coagreas,  and  not  to  the 
President.  If  this  position  be  correct,  then  it 
necessarily  follows  that  the  Executive  is  re- 
leased from  the  obligation  of  taking  care  that 
the  numerous  and  important  acts  of  Oongress 
regulating  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  country 
shall  be  foithfuUy  executed.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  thus  made  independent  of  his 
controL  What  would  be  the  position  of  this 
officer  under  such  a  construction  of  tiie  consti- 
tution and  laws,  it  would  be  very  cUfficult  to 
dedde.  And  this  wonderflil  transformation  of 
his  character  has  arisen  from  the  mere  <^rcum- 
stance  that  Congress  have  by  law  directed  him 
to  moke  an  annual  report  to  thorn  t  Ko,  sir ; 
the  Executive  is  ren>onsible  to  Congress  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  laws ;  and  if  the  pres- 
ent or  any  other  President  should  prove  iifith- 
Icss  to  his  high  trust,  the  present  Senate,  not- 
withstanding all  which  has  been  said,  would  be 
as  ready  as  their  predecessors  to  infiict  condign 
punishment  upon  him,  in  the  mode  pointed  out 
by  the  constitution. 

I  have  now  arrived  at  the  great  question  of 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  Senate  to  adopt 
the  resolution  of  Uaroh,  18S4.  It  is  my  firm 
conviction  tiiat  the  Senate  possesses  no  such 
power ;  and  it  is  now  my  purpose  to  establisit 
this  position.  The  decifflon  on  this  point  must 
depend  upon  a  true  answer  to  the  question,  does 
this  resolution  contain  any  impeachable  ^arge 
against  the  President  ?  If  it  does,  I  trust  I 
^all  demonstrate  that  the  Senate  violated  its 
constitutional  duty  in  proceeding  to  condemn 
him  in  this  manner.  I  shall  again  read  the 
resolution : 

"Jietolwd,  That  the  President,  in  the  late  enei^ 
tive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  palidic  revenue, 
has  uBumed  upon  himself  anthoriOr  and  power  not 
conferred  t^  the  omsUtolion  and  lam,  bnt  in  derogm- 
tionof  both." 

This  language  is  brief  and  comprehenrive. 
It  comes  at  once  to  the  point.  It  bears  a  strik- 
ing impress  of  the  character  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  Does  it  charge  an  impeach- 
able offence  agunst  tiie  President  ? 

The  fourth  section  of  the  second  article  of 
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the  oonstitation  declares  that  "the  Preddent, 
Vice  Pra^en^  and  all  dTiI  officers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on 
impeachment  for,  and  convictioii  treason, 
bribery,  or  other  hi^  crimes  and  misdemean- 
ors." 

It  has  been  contended  that  this  oondemnatory 
resolution  oonUuns  no  impeachable  offence,  be- 
cause it  charges  no  criminal  intention  against 
the  President ;  and  I  admit  that  it  does  not 
attribute  to  bim  any  conupt  motive  in  espreas 
words.  Is  this  sufficient  to  convince  the  ludg- 
ment  of  any  impartial  man  that  none  such  was 
intended  i  Let  ns,  for  a  few  momenta,  examine 
this  propomUon.  If  it  be  veil  fiomided,  the 
Senate  maj  forever  hereafter  usurp  the  power 
of  t]7iog,  o(Hidenmtiie,  uid  destroyioA,  any 
officer  ca  the  Government,  without  afiording 
him  the  slightest  opportunity  of  being  heard  in 
his  defence.  They  may  thns  abase  their  power, 
and  prostrate  any  object  of  their  veugeance.  It 
seems  we  have  now  made  the  ^scovery  that 
the  Senate  are  autiiorized  to  exert  this  tre- 
mendous power ;  that  they  may  thus  assume 
to  themselves  the  office  both  of  accusers  and  of 
judge,  provided  tbe  indictment  contuns  no 
express  allegation  of  a  criminal  intention.  The 
President,  or  any  officer  of  the  Government, 
may  be  denounced  by  the  Senate  as  a  violator 
of  the  constitution  of  his  country,  as  derelict 
in  the  performance  of  his  public  duties,  provided 
there  be  no  express  imputation  of  an  improper 
motive.  Tbo  characters  of  men  whose  reputa- 
tion is  dearer  to  them  than  tiielr  lives  may  thus 
be  destroyed.  They  may  be  held  up  to  public 
execration  by  the  omission  of  a  lew  formal 
words.  The  condemnation  of  the  Senate  carries 
with  it  such  a  moral  power,  that  perhaps  there 
is  no  man  in  the  United  States,  except  Andrew 
Jackson,  who  could  have  resisted  its  force. 
No,  sir ;  such  an  argiunent  can  never  command 
conviction.  That  which  we  have  no  power  to 
do  direotiy,  we  can  never  accomplish  by  indirect 
means.  We  cannot  by  resolution  convict  a  man 
of  an  impeachable  offence,  merely  because  we 
may  omit  the  formal  words  of  an  impeach- 
ment We  must  r^ard  the  sabstanoe  of  uiiogs, 
and  not  the  mere  form. 

Bat  ag^:  Although  a  criminal  intention  be 
not  diai^^  in  so  many  words,  by  this  resolu- 
tion, yet  its  language,  even  without  the  attend- 
ant circumatonces,  clearly  conveys  this  mean- 
ing. The  President  is  charged  with  having 
"  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power 
not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but 
in  derogation  of  botb.^*  "  Assumed  npon  him- 
self I  "  What  is  the  plain,  palpable  meaning 
of  this  phrase,  connected  with  what  precedes 
and  follows  ?  Is  it  not  "  to  arrogate,"  "  to 
claim  or  seize  utgttstly  ? "  These  are  two  of 
the  first  meanings  of  tiie  word  tmume,  accord- 
ing to  the  lexioogr^hers.  To  assume  rnxm 
one's  seli^  is  a  mode  of  expression  which  is 
rarely  taken  in  a  good  sense.  As  it  is  used  her^ 
I  ask  if  any  man  of  plain,  common  nnder- 
stondiog^  after  reading  this  xssolntion,  wonld 
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ever  arrive  at  the  oonolunon  tiiat  any  Senator 
voted  for  it  under  the  impres»on  that  the 
President  was  innocent  of  any  improper  inten- 
tion, and  that  he  violated Ihe  otmstitotion  from 
mere  mistake,  and  from  pnre  motives  f  The 
common  aeaao  of  mankind  revolts  at  the  idea. 
How  can  it  be  contended,  for  a  sin^e  moment; 
that  you  can  denounce  the  President  as  a  man 
who  had  "assumed  npon  himself"  the  power 
of  violating  the  laws  and  the  constitution  of 
his  country,  and  in  the  same  breath  declare  that 
you  had  not  the  least  intention  to  criminate 
him,  and  that  your  language  was  altogether 
inoffennvet  The  two  propositions  are  mani- 
festiy  inoonustent. 

But  I  go  one  step  ftarther.  If  we  were  sitting 
as  a  ooart  <tf  impeachment,  and  tlte  bare  pro- 
position  were  established  to  our  sati^Bction, 
that  the  President  had,  in  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution and  laws,  withdrawn  the  pnl^c  rev- 
enue of  the  country  from  the  depository  to 
whosd  charge  Oongress  had  committed  it,  and 
assumed  the  control  over  it  himself,  we  would 
be  bound  to  convict  him  of  a  high  official 
misdemeanor.  Under  such  circumstances,  we 
should  be  bound  to  infer  a  criminal  intention 
from  this  illegal  and  nnconstitn^ional  act. 
Criminal  justice  could  never  be  administered, 
society  could  not  exist,  if  the  tribunals  of  the 
country  should  not  attribute  evil  motives  to 
illegal  and  unconstitutional  conduct.  Om- 
niscience alone  can  examine  the  heart.  When 

Cr,  friul  man  is  placed  in  the  judgment  seat 
must  infer  the  intentions  of  the  accused 
from  his  actions.  That  the  tree  is  known  by 
its  ftuits,"  Is  an  axiom  which  we  have  derivra 
from  tiie  fonntain  of  all  truth.  Does  a  poor, 
naked,  hungry  wretch,  at  this  inclement  seasrat 
of  the  year,  take  from  my  pocket  a  single  dollar, 
the  law  infers  a  criminal  intent,  and  he  must  be 
convicted  and  punished  as  a  tluef,  thongh  he 
may  have  been  actuated  by  no  other  motive 
than  that  of  saving  his  wife  and  children  from 
starvation.  And  shall  a  different  rule  1>e 
applied  to  the  President  of  the  United  States! 
Shall  it  be  stud  of  a  man  elevated  to  the  high- 
est station  on  eartii,  for  his  wisdom,  his  integ- 
rity, and  his  virtues,  witli  all  his  constitntional 
advisers  around  him,  when  he  violates  the  con- 
stitution of  his  country,  and  usurps  the  control 
over  its  entire  revenue,  that  he  may  success- 
fully defend  himself  by  declaring  that  he  had 
done  this  deed  without  any  criminal  intention  t 
No,  sir:  in  such  a  case,  above  all  others,  the 
criminal  intention  must  be  inferred  from  the 
unconstitutional  ezerqise  of  high  and  dangerons 
powers.  The  safety  of  the  republic  demands  • 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
never  shield  himself  behind  such  flimsy  pre- 
texts. This  resolution,  therefore,  although  it 
may  not  have  assumed  the  form  of  an  article 
of  impeaohmrait  possesses  all  the  substance. 

It  was  my  rate  some  years  ago  to  have 
assisted  as  a  manager,  in  behalf  of  the  House 
of  Representative^  in  the  trial  of  an  impeach- 
ment oeton  this  body.  It  then  became  my 
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dutjto  examine  all  the  precedents  in  such  cases 
which  had  occurred  under  our  Government 
since  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitation. 
On  that  occasion  I  found  one  which  has  a  Btnmg 
bearlns  upon  this  qnestlra.  I  re&r  to  the  oaae 
of  Jactee  .Kdcering.  He  was  tried  and  oon- 
demned  by  the  Senate  upon  all  the  four  artides 
exhibited  against  him,  although  the  three  first 
contained  no  other  charge  than  that  of  making 
decisions  contrary  to  law,  in  a  cause  involTing 
a  mere  question  of  property,  and  then  revising 
to  ^ant  the  party  injured  an  appeal  from  his 
decision,  to  which  he  was  entitled.  From  the 
clear  violation,  of  the  law,  in  thla^caee,  the 
Senate  must  have  Inferred*  on  impure  and  im- 
proper motive. 

if  any  thing  further  were  wanting  to  prove 
that  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  contained  a 
criminal  and  impeachable  chaise  against  the 
President,  it  might  be  demonstrated  fh>m  all 
the  circumstances  attending  tiie  transaction. 
Whilst  this  resolntion  was  in  prt^resa  through 
the  Senate,  the  Buik  of  the  tfnited  States  was 
employed  in  producing  pauio  and  pressure 
throughout  the  land.  Hnch  actual  suffering 
was  experienced  by  the  people ;  and  where  that 
did  not  exist,  they  dreaded  unknown  and  awful 
calamities.  Confidence  between  man  and  man 
was  at  an  end.  There  was  a  feorfttl  pause  in 
the  business  of  the  country.  We  were  then 
engaged  in  the  most  violent  party  conflict 
recomed  in  our  annals.  To  use  the  language 
<a  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  we  were  in  the 
ibidst  of  a  revolution.  On  the  one  sdde  it  was 
contended  that  the  power  over  the  purse  of  the 
nation  had  been  usurped  by  the  President; 
that  in  his  own  perscm  he  had  nuited  fbis 

Eower  with  that  of  the  sword,  and  that  the 
berties  of  the  people  were  gone,  unless  he 
ntuld  be  atrestea  in  his  mad  career.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  friends  of  the  President  miun- 
tained  that  the  removal  of  the  deposits  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  an  act  of 
stem  justice  to  the  i>eople ;  that  it  was  strictly 
l^al  and  constitutional ;  that  he  was  impelled 
to  it  by  the  highest  and  purest  principles  of 
patriotism ;  and  that  it  was  the  only  means  of 

Srostrating  an  institution  which  threatened  the 
estruction  of  our  dearest  rights  and  liberties. 
Daring  this  terrific  conflict,  public  indignation 
was  aroused  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  Preri- 
dent  received  a  grei^  number  of  anonymous 
letters,  threatening  him  with  assasi^ation, 
unless  he  should  restore  the  deports. 

It  was  during  the  pendency  of  this  conflict 
throughout  the  country,  that  tiie  Senator  from 
Kentucky  thought  proper,  on  the  26th  of  De- 
cember, 1838,  to  present  his  condemnatory  res- 
olution to  the  Senate.  And  here,  sir,  permit 
me  to  say,  that  I  do  not  believe  there  was  any 
corrupt  connection  between  any  Senator  upon 
this  floor  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
But  it  was  at  this  inauspicious  moment  that 
the  resolution  was  introduced.  How  was  it 
supported  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky?  He 
tola  us  that  a  revolution  had  already  oom- 
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menoed.  He  told  us  that  by  the  8d  of  March, 
1887,  if  the  progress  of  innovation  should  con- 
tinue, there  would  be  sourcely  a  vestige  remtun- 
ing  of  the  Government  and  poUoy,  as  iiiBj  had 
existed  prior  to  the  8d  of  March,  1639.  That 
in  a  term  of  years,  a  little  more  ihm  that  which 
was  required  to  establish  our  liberties,  the 
Government  would  be  transformed  into  an 
elective  monarchy — ^the  worst  of  all  forms  of 
government  He  compared  the  measure  adopt- 
ed by  General  Jackson  with  the  conduct  of  uie 
usurping  OfBsar,  who,  after  he  had  overrun 
Italy  in  sixty  days,  and  conquered  the  liberties 
of  his  native  country,  terrified  the  tribune 
Metellns,  who  guarded  the  Treasury  of  the 
Roman  people,  and  seized  it  by  open  force. 
He  declared  that  the  President  had  perpetrated 
an  open,  palpable,  and  daring  osurpation.  Ha 
concludea  by  assorting  that  the  premot^tonr 
symptoms  <h  despotism  were  upon  us ;  and  if 
Oongrees  did  not  app^  an  inrtantaneons  and 
effective  r^nedy,  the  fttal  collapse  would  soon 
come  on,  and  we  should  die — ignobly  die— base^ 
mean,  and  abject  slaves,  the  scorn  and  con- 
tempt of  mankind,  nnpitied,  unwept,  and  un- 
monmed.  What  a  spectacle  was  then  presented 
in  this  chamber  1  We  are  told,  in  the  reports 
of  the  day,  that,  when  he  took  his  seat,  there 
was  repeated  and  loud  applause  in  the  galleries. 
This,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  the  intro- 
ductory speech  of  the  Senator.  In  my  opinion, 
it  was  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  eloquent  of 
all  his  able  and  eloquent  speeches.  He  was 
then  riding  upon  the  whirlwind  and  directing 
the  storm.  At  the  time  I  read  it,  for  I  was  n(A 
then  in  the  Senate,  it  reminded  me  of  the  able, 
the  vindictive,  and  the  eloqueht  appeal  of  Mr, 
Bnrke  before  the  House  of  Lords,  on  the  im* 

SeaoluDent  of  Warren  Hastings,  in  which  he 
enounced  tiiat  Governor  General  as  the  rav- 
ager  and  oppressor  of  India,  and  the  scoui^  of 
the  miUioDs  who  had  been  placed  under  his 
authority. 

And  yet,  we  are  noRv  told  that  this  resolution 
did  not  intend  to  impute  any  criminal  motive 
to  the  President ;  that  he  was  a  good  old  man, 
though  not  a  good  constitutional  lawyer ;  and 
that  he  knew  better  how  to  wield  the  sword 
than  to  construe  the  constitution. 

[Mr.  Olat  here  rose  to  expldn.  He  said, 
"  I  never  have  smd,  and  never  will  say,  that 
personally  I  acqtutted  the  PrerideDt  d  any  im- 
proper intention.  I  lament  that  I  cannot  say 
it  But  what  I  did  say  was,  l^at  the  act 
the  Senate  of  1884  is  free  fi<om  the  imputation 
of  any  criminal  motives."] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  this  avowal  is  in  character 
with  the  frank  and  manly  nature  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  It  is  no  more  than  what  I 
expected  fi'om  him.  The  imputation  of  any 
improper  motive  to  the  ^^aideot  has  been 
again  and  again  disclaimed  by  other  S<niators 
upon  this  floor.  The  Senator  ftt>m  Kentucky 
has  now  boldly  come  out  in  his  true  colors, 
and  avows  the  principles  which  he  held  at  the 
time.  He  oolaowledges  that  he  did  not  aoqnit 

Digitized  by  Google 


the  Freudent  from  unpToper  intentione,  when 
charing  him  with  a  Tiouctioii  of  the  oonsatntioa 
of  hu  oountiy. 

This  trial  ik  the  Preddent  before  the  Senate 
oontinned  for  three  months.  Darius  this  whole 
period,  inetead  of  the  evidence  whion  a  jadicial 
tribmial  ought  to  receive,  exdting  memorials, 
ngned  by  vast  nnmbers  of  the  people,  and  well 
oalonlated  to  inflame  the  passions  of  his  judges, 
were  pom?ed  in  n_pon  the  Senate.  He  was  de- 
nomioed  upon  this  floor  by  every  odioos  epithet 
which  belongs  to  lyrants.  FinaJly,  the  obnox- 
ious resolution  was  adopted  by  the  TOte  of  the 
Senate,  on  the  28&  day  of  March^  1884. 

After  the  exposition  which  I  have  made,  can 
any  impartial  mind  donbt  bat  that  this  resola- 
ticm  intended  to  obaise  against  the  Preiddent  a 
wilftil  and  daring  vidafiion  of  the  oonstitation 
andthelawst  Ithinknot. 

The  Senator  from  Eentnol^  has  argued,  with 
his  nsual  power,  that  the  ftmctions  of  the 
Senate,  actmg  in  a  legislative  capacity,  are  not 
to  be  restricted,  because  it  is  possible  that  the 
same  question, .  in  another  form,  may  come 
before  us  judicially.  I  concur  in  the  tmth  and 
justice  of  this  position.  We  most  perform  our 
iwislative  duties ;  and  in  the  investigation 
of  fiwts,  haviDtt  legislation  distinctly  in  view, 
we  Bhould  inoidentaUy  be  led  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  criminal  charges,  it  is  a  necessity  im- 
posed upon  OS  by  our  condition,  from  which 
we  cannot  eaca^  It  reanlts  mm  the  vary- 
tag  nature  of  our  duties,  and  not  from  onr  own 
wul.  I  admit  that  it  wonld  be  difficult  to  mark 
the  precise  line  which  separates  our  le^isl^ve 
Itomonrjndicaal  functions.  I  shall  not  attempt 
it.  In  many  oaaea,  fhjm  neoesaify,  they  are  m 
some  d^^  interaungled.  The  present  resolu- 
tion, however,  stands  far  in  advance  of  this 
line.  It  is  placed  in  bold  relief^  and  is  clear  of 
all  such  dimculties.  It  is  a  mere  naked  resolu- 
^n  of  censure.  It  refers  solely  to  tiie  part 
oondnct  of  the  Preudent,  and  condemns  it  in 
the  strongest  terms,  wit^ut  even  proposing 
any  act  of  legislation  by  whic^  the  evil  may  be 
remedied  hereafter.  It  was  jodgment  npou 
the  past  alone ;  not  prermtion  for  the  fliture. 
Nay,  DKffe:  the  reaolutim  is  so  vagae  and 
general  in  its  terms,  that  it  is  inmoaaible  to 
MWrrtain  fhnn  its  fiioe  the  oause  of  the  Pren- 
dent's  condemnation.  The  Senate  have  re- 
solved that  the  Execntire  "  haa  assumed  upon 
himself  anthority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  coDStitntion  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  <a 
both."  What  is  the  specification  under  this 
charge  ?  Why,  that  he  boa  acted  thus,  *'  in 
the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the 

?ubliorevenne."  Whatexecutive  proceedings? 
'he  resolution  leaves  us  entirely  in  the  dark 
upon  this  sabjeotk   How  conld  any  legislation 

Sring  from  snob  a  resolntion  I   It  is  impossl- 
e.   None  auch  was  ever  attempted. 
If  the  rescdntion  had  preserved  its  ori^nal 
j^raaeology  f  if  it  had  oondemned  the  Presi- 
dent ibr  diamdsriDg  one  Seor^ary  of  the  Treasnry 
heoaaae  he  wonld  not  remove  the  d^omts^  and 
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for  u)pointing  his  successor  to  effect  tlus  parpoee, 
the  Senator  mi^t  then  have  opntended  that  the 
evU  was  distinct^  pointed  ont ;  and,  althoogh 
no  legislation  was  proposed,  the  remedy  mi^t 
be  iq>pUed  hereafter.  But  he  has  deprived 
himself  even  of  this  feeble  ai^^nment.  He  luu 
left  ns  upon  an  ocean  of  nncertunty,  without 
chart  or  compass.  "The  late  executive  pro* 
oeedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue"  is  a  phrase 
of  the  most  general  and  indefinite  character. 
Every  Senator  who  voted  in  favor  of  this  veao- 
lation  may  have  acted  upon  different  principles. 
To  procure  its  passage,  nothing  more  was  neces- 
sary tlian*that  a  mqority  should  unite  in  the 
oondnrion  that  the*  President  had  violated  the 
constitution  and  the  laws  in  some  one  or  other 
of  hia  nnmorona  acta  in  relation  to  the  public 
revenue.  The  views  ot  Senators  CMutitating 
the  m^<nit7  may  have  varied  from  each  other 
to  any  cono^vable  extent ;  and  yet  they  may 
have  united  in  the  final  vote.  That  this  was 
tiie  fact  to  a  considerable  extent,  I  have  always 
understood.  It  is  utterly  imposmble  either  that 
such  a  proceeding  could  ever  have  been  intend- 
ed to  become  the  basb  of  l«^slation,  or  that 
legislative  action  could  have  ever  spnmg  from 
such  a  source. 

I  fiatter  myself,  then,  I  have  succeeded  in 
proving  that  this  resolution  charged  the  Presi- 
dent with  a  high  official  misdemeanor,  wholly 
disconnected  from  legation,  which,  if  true, 
ouj^t  to  have  sul^ectM  him  to  impeachment. 

This  brings  me  directly  to  the  question,  had 
the  Senate  any  power,  under  the  constitution, 
to  adopt  sudh  a  resolution  ?  In  other  words, 
con  the  Senate  condemn  a  public  officer  by 
a  simple  resolution,  for  an  offence  which 
would  snl^ect  him  to  an  impeachment?  To 
state  the  proposition,  is  to  answer  this  question 
in  the  negative.  Dreadfiil  would  t>e  the  conse- 
quences, u  we  possess  and  should  exercise  such 
a  power. 

This  body  is  invested  with  high  and  resi>on- 
sible  powers,  of  a  le^slative,  and  executive, 
and  a  judiciu  character.  No  person  can  enter 
it  untu  he  has  attained  a  mature  age.  Our 
term  of  service  is  longer  than  that  of  aiur  other 
elective  ftm<^onary.  If  Senators  will  have  it 
so,  it  is  the  most  aristocratic  Inanch  of  our 
Government.  For  what  purpose  did  the  fram- 
ers  of  the  constitution  confer  upon  it  these 
varied  and  important  power^  and  this  long 
tenure  of  office!  The  answer  is  plun.  It  was 
placed  in  tJiis  secure  and  elevated  position 
that  it  might  be  above  the  storms  of  faction 
which  so  often  inflame  the  passtous.of  men. 
It  never  was  intended  to  be  an  arena  for  politi- 
cal gladiators.  Until  the  second  session  of  the 
thira  Ooogress,  the  Senate  always  sat  with 
dosed  doors,  except  in  the  single  instance  when 
the  eligibility  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  a  seat  in  the 
body  was  the  sulfject  under  discussion.  Of  this 
particular  practice,  however,  I  cannot  approve. 
I  ma«ly  state  it  to  show  the  intuition  of  those 
who  formed  the  cfHtstitution.  I  was  informed 
biy  one      the  moat  eminent  stateBmen  an^ 
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Senators  which  this  country  has  ever  prodaced, 
now  no  more,  (the  late  Mr.  Ein^  that  for  some 
years  after  the  Federal  Goveniment  commenced 
its  operation,  the  debates  of  the  Senate  resem- 
bled conversations  rather  than  speeches,  and 
tiiat  it  originated  but  few  legislative  measures. 
Senators  were  then  critics  rather  than  authors 
in  legislation.  Whether  its  gain  in  eloquence, 
since  it  has  become  a  popular  assemblj,  and 
since  tiie  sound  of  thundering  applause  has 
been  heard  in  our  galleries  at  the  denunciation 
of  the  President,  has  been  an  equivalent  for  its 
loss  in  true  dignity,  maj  well  be  doubted.  To 
give  this  body  its  just  influence  with  the 
people,  it  ought  to  preserve  itself  as  free  as 
posuble  from  angrv  political  discussions.  In 
the  performance  of  onr  executive  dnties— in 
the  ratification  treaties  and  in  the  conflima- 
tion  of  nominations — the  constHntion  has  con- 
nected us  with  the  Executive.  The  efficient 
and  Buccessfhl  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, therefor^  requires  that  we  shonld  move 
OQ  t^ether  In  as  much  harmony  as  may  be 
connstent  with  the  independoit  exercise  of  our 
respective  fnnctions. 

fiutj  above  all,  we  shonld  be  the  most  cau- 
tions in  gniu^ing  our  judicial  character  jrom 
Bospicion.  "We  constitute  the  high  court  of  im- 
peachment of  this  nation,  before  which  every 
officer  of  the  Government  may  be  arraigned. 
To  this  tribunal  is  committed  tiie  character  of 
rtten,  whose  character  is  far  dearer  to  them  than 
their  lives.  We  should  be  the  rock,  standing  in 
tiie  midst  of  the  ocean,  for  the  pnipose  oi  af- 
fording a  shelter  to  the  fidthfu  officer  from 
nnjust  perseoutioD,  against  which  the  billows 
might  dash  themselves  in  vain.  'Whilst  we  are 
a  terror  to  evil-doera,  we  should  be  a  praise  to 
those  who  do  well.  We  should  never  volun- 
tarily perform  any  act  which  might  prejudice 
our  jaagment,  or  render  us  suspected  as  a  judi- 
cial tribunal.  More  especially,  when  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  is  arraigned  at  the 
bar  of  public  opinion,  for  oifences  which  might 
subject  him  to  an  impeachment,  we  shonld  re- 
inain,  not  only  chaste,  but  unsuspected.  Better, 
infinitely  better,  would  it  be  for  us  not  to  man- 
ifest onr  feeling,  even  in  a  case  in  which  we 
were  morally  certun  the  Hoose  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  would  not  prefer  before  ns  articles  of  Im- 
peachment, than  to  reach  the  ol^ect  of  our  dis- 
approbation by  a  usurpation  of  their  rights.  It 
is  true  that,  when  the  Senate  passed  the  resolu- 
tion condemning  the  President,  a  minority  in 
the  House  were  of  a  different  opinion.  But  the 
next  elections  might  have  changed  that  m^or- 
ity  into  a  minority.  The  House  might  then 
have  voted  articles  of  impeachment  against  the 
President  Under  such  circumstances,  I  pray 
you  to  consider  in  what  a  condition  the  Senate 
woald  have  been  placed.  They  had  already 
prejudged  the  case.  They  had  already  con- 
victed the  President,  and  denounced  him  to  the 
vorld  as  a  violator  of  the  constitation.  In  <aim- 
ioal  prosecutions,  even  against  the  greatest  mal- 
efactor, if  a  Juror  has  p^odged  the  eanse^  he 
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counot  enter  the  jnry-box.  The  Senate  had 
rendered  itself  wholly  incompetent,  in  this  case, 
to  perform  Its  high^  jndidal  fanBtions.  The 
trial  of  the  President,  had  articles  of  inmeach- 
ment  been  preferred  ag^nst  him,  would  have 
been  but  a  80l«nn  mockery  of  justice. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
carefully  provided  against  such  an  enormous 
evil,  by  declaring  that  "  the  House  of  Kepre- 
seutatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  im- 
peachment," and  "the  Senaie  wall  have  the 
sole  power  to  try  all  Impeachments."  Until 
the  accused  is  brought  before  us  by  the  House, 
it  is  a  manifest  violation  of  our  solemn  duty  to 
condemn  him  by  a  resolution. 

If  a  court  of  criming  Jurisdiction,  withoofe 
any  indictment  having  been  foond  by  a  grand 
jury,  without  having  ^ven  f3ie  defendant  notioe 
to  appear,  vithont  having  afflnded  him  an  op- 
portunity of  croBS-examining  the  witnesses 
against  him,  and  making  his  defence,  should 
resolve  that  he  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime,  and 
place  this  conviction  upon  their  records,  all 
mankind  would  exclaim  agunst  the  i^ustice 
and  nnoonstitutionality  of  the  act  Wherein 
consists  the  (tifference  between  this  case  and 
the  condemnation  of  tiie  President !  In  noth- 
ing, except  that  such  a  conviction  by  the  Sen- 
ate, on  account  of  its  exalted  character,  would 
fall  with  tenfold  force  upon  its  object.  I  have 
often  been  astonished,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
tended and  weU-deaerrod  ponnlarity  of  General 
Jackson,  that  the  moral  mnoenee  of  this  con- 
demnation by  the  Senate  had  not  crashed  Mm. 
With  what  tremendous  effect  mi^t  this  as- 
sumed power  of  the  Senate  be  used  to  blast  the 
reputation  of  any  man  who  might  fall  under  its 
displeasnre.  The  precedent  Is  extremely  dan- 
gerous, and  the  American  people  have  wisely 
detennined  to  blot  it  out  forever. 

It  is  p^niU  to  reflect  what  might  have  been 
the  condition  of  the  country,  ifi  at  the  inauspi- 
cious moment  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
against  the  Preddent,  its  interests  and  its  honor 
had  rendered  it  necessary  to  engage  in  a  foreign 
war.  The  fearfol  consequences  of  such  a  con- 
dition, at  such  a  moment,  most  strike  every 
mind.  Would  the  Senate  thai  have  confided 
to  the  TrenaAwt  the  neoeasary  power  to  defmd 
the  country  V  Where  could  the  ^ews  of  war 
have  been  found!  In  what  condition  was  this 
body  at  that  momrat  to  act  upon  an  important 
trea^  negotiated  by  thePreadent,  or  npon  any 
of  his  nominations  f  Bnt  I  forbear  to  enlarge 
upon  this  topic. 

I  have  now  arrived  at  the  last  point  in  tills 
discussion.  Do  the  Senate  possess  the  power, 
under  the  constitution,  of  expunging  the  reso- 
Intion  of  March,  1884,  from  their  journals,  in 
the  manner  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri !  (Mr.  Bbntok.)  I  cheerfully  admit  that 
we  must  show  that  this  is  not  contrary  to  the 
constitation ;  for  we  can  never  redress  one  vio- 
lation of  that  instnuneut  by  onnmitting  an- 
othw.  Befbre  I  proceed  to  this  branch  d  tin 
ml^eot^  I  dun  pot  myMlf  ri|^t  by  a  bzief  hit- 
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tmoal  reminiscence.  I  entered  the<8enateia 
December,  1884,  fresh  from  the  ranks  of  the 
pecrole,  wtthoat  the  ^htest  feeling  of  hostility 
against  anj  Senator  on  this  floor.  I  then 
thongbt  that  the  resolntion  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  was  too  severe  in  propoeing  to  ez- 
pDDge.  AltboQgh  I  was  anxious  to  record,  in 
stroDg  terms,  inj  entire  disapprobation  of  the 
resolntion  of  March,  18S4,  yet  I  waa  willing  to 
accomplish  this  object  without  doing  more  vio- 
lence to  the  feelings  of  my  associates  on  this 
floor  than  was  absolntely  necessary  to  jnstify 
the  President  Actuated  by  these  friendly 
motives,  I  exerted  all  my  little  infliwuse  with 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  to  Indnoe  him  to 
abandon  the  -word  e^unge,  and  sobatitate  some 
others  in  its  ^oce.  I  knew  that  this  word  vaa 
exceedingly  obnoxious  to  the  Senators  who  had 
voted  for  the  former  resolntion.  Other  Mends 
of  his  also  exerted  their  iiuSnence ;  and  at  lengUi 
his  kindly  feeling  prevailed,  and  he  consented 
to  abandon  that  word,  althongh  it  was  peca- 
liarly  dear  to  him.  I  ^»eak  from  my  own 
knowledge.  "  All  which  I  bsw,  and  par6  of 
which  I  was." 

The  resolntion  of  the  Senator  from  Missonri 
came  before  the  Senate  on  the  8d  of  March, 
1885.  Under  it  the  resolntion  of  March,  18S4, 
was  "  ordered  to  be  ezponged  from  iho  jonr- 
sal,"  for  reasons  appmnag  on  its  &oe,  wluoh  I 
need  not  ennmeraSe.  The  Smator  from  Ten- 
nessee Qb.  'Whiti)  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lntion of  the  Sraator  from  Hissonri,  by  striking 
ont  the  order  to  ezpnn^  with  the  reasons  for 
it,  and  inserting  in  their  stead  the  wo^s  "  re- 
B(^ded,  reversed,  repealed,  and  declared  to  be 
nnll  and  void."  Some  difference  of  opinion 
then  arose  among  the  friends  of  the  admiiiistra- 
tion  as  to  the  words  which  should  be  sabsti- 
tuted  in  place  of  the  order  to  expunge.  For  the 
purpose  of  leaving  this  question  perfectly  open, 
yoi^  sir,  (Mr.  Eiyo,  of  Alabama,  was  in  tiie 
ohMr,)  then  moved  to  amend  the  original  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Bkston,  by  striking  out  tiie  words 

ordered  to  he  expunged  from  the  journal  of 
the  Senate."  This  motion  prerafled,  on  the 
^es  and  noes^  by  a  vote  89  to  7 ;  and  amoDgst 
the  ayea  the  name  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
is  recorded.  The  resolution  was  thus  leit  a 
blank,  in  its  most  essential  feature,  ready  to  be 
filled  up  08  the  Senate  might  direct,  ^e  era 
itf  good  feeling  in  regard  to  this  subject  had 
otmmienced.  It  was  nipped  in-  the  bod,  how- 
ever, by  the  8enator%>om  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Webster.)  Whilst  the  resolntion  was  still  in 
blank,  fie  rose  in  his  place,  and  proctfumed  the 
triumph  of  the  constitution  by  the  vote  to  strike 
out  the  word  ex^nge^  and  then  moved  to  lay 
the  resolation  on  the  table,  declaring  that  he 
would  neither  withdraw  his  motion  for  friend 
nor  foe.  This  motion  predaded  all  amendment 
and  all  debate.  It  prevailed  by  a  party  vote ; 
and  thus  we  were  left  with  our  resdution  a 
Uank.  Such  was  tiie  manner  in  which  the 
SoiatoTa  in  opposition  received  our  advances 
of  oonrteay  and  Kindnes^  in  the  nmnent  itf  their 
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strength  and  our  weakness.  Had  the  Senator 

tcom  Massacbusetto  suffered  ns  to  proceed  but 
for  five  minutes,  we  should  have  filled  up  the 
blank  in  the  resolntion.  It  would  then  nave 
assumed  a  distinct  form,  and  they  would  never 
afterwards  have  heard  of  the  word  ezpun^A 
We  should  have  been  content  with  the  wor^ 
"  rescinded,  reversed,  repealed,  and  declared  to 
he  null  and  void."  But  the  'conduct  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  on  that  oocasion, 
and  that  of  the  party  with  which  he  acted, 
roused  the  indignation  of  every  friend  of  the 
administration  on  this  floor.  We  then  deter- 
mined thfU  the  word  expunge  should  never 
agun  be  surrendered. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  liaa  introduced 
a^reoedent  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Hoose 
ofBepresoitatiTes  of  Fenn^lvania,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  proving  that  we  have  no  i^ht  to  adopt 
this  resolution.  To  this  I  can  have  no  possible 
objection.  But  I  can  tell  the  Senator,  if  I  were 
convinced  that  I  had  voted  wrong  when  com- 
parativdy  a  boy,  more  than  twenty  years  ago, 
the  fear  of  being  termed  inconsistent  would  not 
now  deter  me  from  voting  right  upon  the  same 
question.  I  do  not,  however,  repent  of  my 
vote  upon  that  occasion.  I  would  now  vote  in 
the  same  manner,  under  similar  drcomstancea. 
I  should  not  vote  to  expunge,  under  any  cir- 
cmnstanoes,  any  proceeding  mnn  the  Journals, 
obliterating  the  record.  If  I  do  not  prove^ 
before  I  tdm  my  seat,  that  the  cose  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania  waa  essentially  different 
from  tiiat  now  before  the  Senate,  I  wall  agree 
to  be  proclaimed  ineon^tent  and  time-serving. 

It  was  my  settied  conviction,  at  the  com- 
menoement  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that 
the  Senate  had  no  power  to  obliterate  their 
journal.  This  was  shaken,  but  not  removed, 
by  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana, 
(Mr.  PoBTBB,)  who  confessedly  made  the  ablest 
speech  on  the  other  side  of  the  question.  The 
constitution  declares  that  "eaoh  House  shall 
keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  frx>m  time 
to  time  publish  the  same,  excepting  snch  parts 
as  may  in  their  jadgmeot  require  secrecy." 
What  was  the  position  which  t3ut  Senator  then 
attempted  to  mdntdnt  In  order  to  prove  that 
we  had  no  power  to  obliterate  or  destroy  our 
journals,  he  tboaght  it  necessary  to  contend 
that  the  word  "  keep,"  as  used  in  the  constitu- 
tion, means  both  to  record  and  to  preserve. 
Tills  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  mere  begging  of 
the  qnestion. 

I  shall  attempt  no  deflnition  of  the  word 
"  keep."  At  least  since  the  days  of  Plato,  we 
know  that  deflnittons  have  been  dangerous. 
Yet  I  tiiink  that  the  meaning  of  this  word,  as 
applied  to  the  snbject-matter,  is  so  plain,  that 
he  who  runs  may  read.  If  I  direct  my  agent 
to  keep  a  jonmal  of  hia  poceediogs,  and  pub- 
lish the  same,  my  palpable  meaning  is,  that  ho 
shall  write  these  proceedings  down  frxnu  day  to 
day,  and  publish  what  he  has  written,  for  gen- 
eral information.  After  he  has  obeyed  my 
oommanda,  aSber  he  bu  k^t  his  Journal,  ana 
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pabUshed  it  to  the  imAiy  he  hu  exeouted  the 
essentiBl  part  of  the  troet  confided  to  him. 
What  maj  become  of  this  orif^nal  maanacript 
journal  afterwards,  is  a  matter  of  total  indiffer- 
eoce.  •  So  in  r^ard  to  the  maauseript  journals 
of  either  House  of  Oongreas ;  after  more  than  a 
thousand  copies  have  been  printed  and  pnb- 
lidiedf  and  distributed  over  the  Union,  it  is 
matter  of  not  the  lea^t  importance  what  dispo- 
sition maj  be  made  of  them.  They  hsve  an- 
swered their  purpose,  and,  in  any  practical 
view,  become  useless.  If  they  were  burnt,  or 
otherwise  destroyed,  it  would  not  be  an  event 
of  the  sUffbteet  poblio  conse^nenoe^  Snob 
In^&r»iceiutB  tver^ed  vpoa  thia  aalrieat,  tbat 
these  journals  nave  been  oonsiderea,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  as  so  macJi  waste 
paper,  and,  during  a  period  <^  thirty-four  years 
after  the  organizatiou  of  the  Government,  they 
were  aotually  destroyed.  Fkhu.  this  oircum- 
stance,  no  public  or  private  inconvenience  has 
been  or  ever  can  be  sastaiaed;  because  our 
printed  journals  are  received  in  evidence  in  all 
courts  of  justice,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
originals  were  produced. 

The  Senator  from  Lonidana  has  discovered 
that  to  *'  keep  "  means  both  ^*  to  record  "  and 
"  to  preserve."  But  can  yon  ^ve  this,  or  any 
other  word  in  the  English  language,  two  dis- 
tinct and  independent  meanings  ^  the  same 
time,  as  applied  to  the  same  subject}  I  think 
not.  From  the  imperfection  of  human  lan- 
guage, from  the  impossibility  of  having  appro- 
priate words  to  e:q)ress  every  idea,  the  same 
word,  as  applied  to  different  suUeots,  has  a 
variety  of  significations.  As  fqiplied  to  any 
one  subject,  it  cannot,  at  the  same  time,  convey 
two  distinct  meanings.  In  tiie  constitution  it 
must  mean  either  "  to  write  down,"  or  *'  to  pre- 
serve." It  cannot  have  boUi  ngnifications.  Let 
Senators,  then,  take  their  choice.  If  it  signifies 
"to  write  down,"  as  it  unquestionably  does, 
what  becomes  of  the  constitutional  injunction 
to  preserve?  The  truth  is,  that  the  constitu- 
tion has  not  provided  what  shall  be  done  with 
the  manuscript  journal,  after  it  has  served  the 
pnrposea  fbr  which  it  was  called  into  existenoe. 
When  it  has  been  publidied  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  fbr  whose  nse  it  waa  (wdered  to 
be  kept,  aftw  it  has  thns  been  perpetuated,  and 
thOT  have  been  fhrnished  wiui  toe  means  of 
judging  of  the  public  conduct  of  their*  public 
servants,  it  ceases  to  be  an  object  of  the  least 
importance.  Whether  it  be  thrown  into  the 
garret  of  the  Cq>itol,  with  other  useless  lumber, 
or  be  destroyed,  is  a  matter  of  no  public  inter- 
est It  has  probably  never  once  been  referred 
to  in  the  history  of  our  Government.  If  it 
should  ever  be  determined  to  be  a  violation  of 
the  constitution  to  obliterate  or  destroy  this 
manuscript  journal,  it  must  be  upon  different 
prin<^ples  from  those  which  have  been  urged  in 
this  debate,  Uy  own  impresuon  is,  that,  as  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  have  directed  ns  to 
keep  a  joomal,  a  oonstmetiTe  dnty  may  be  im- 
^led  from  tt^  oanmaiid,  which  voold  fiwbid 


US  to  obliterate  or  destroy  it.  Under  this  im- 
pression, I  should  vote,  as  I  did  twenty  years 
ago,  in  the  Le^shitnre  of  Pennsylvania,  against 
any  prop<»ition  actually  to  expunge  any  part 
of  the  Journal.  But,  widving  this  unprofitable 
discussion,  let  us  proceed  to  the  real  point  in 
oontroversy. 

Is  -any  such  proceeding  as  that  of  actually 
expunging  the  journal  proposed  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  ?  I  answer, 
no  such  ^ing.  If  the  constitntion  had,  in  ex- 
pr^  terms,  directed  ns  to  record  and  to  pre- 
serve a  journal  of  our  proceedings,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  resolution  now  before  uSj  whi<^ 
would  be  incondstent  with  such  a  provisicm. 

Is  the  drawing  of  a  hiaok.  line  aroond  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  Uardh,  1884,  to 
obliterate  or  to  defoce  iti  On  the  contrary,  is 
it  not  to  render  it  more  conspicaous — to  place 
it  in  bold  relief— to  grive  it  a  prominence  in  the 
poblic  view  beyond  anj  other  proceeding  of 
this  body  in  past,  and,  I  trust,  in  all  future 
time?  U  the  argument  of  Senators  were,  not 
that  we  have  no  power  to  obliterate,  but  that 
the  Senate  possessed  no  power  to  .render  one 
portion  of  the  journal  more  conspicuous  than 
another,  it  womd  have  had  much  greater  foroe. 
Why,  sir.  by  means  of  this  very  proceeding, 
that  portion  of  our  journal  npon  wluch  it  oper- 
ates will  be  reaoned  from  a  dumber  whicJi 
would  otherwise  have  been  eternal,  and  £so 
similes  of  the  original  resolution,  without  a 
word  or  a  letter  d^iced,  will  be  dnndated  over 
the  whole  Union. 

But,  sir,  this  resolution  also  directs  that 
across  the  face  of  the  condemnatory  resolution 
there  shall  be  written  by  the  Secretaiy,  "  Ex- 
punged by  order  of  the  Senate,  this  day 

of  ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1887." 

Will  this  obliterate  any  part  of  the  original 
resolution  ?  If  it  does,  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary will  be  performed  in  a  very  bungling  man- 
ner. No  such  thing  is  intended.  It  would  be 
easy  to  remove  every  scruple  from  every  mind 
upon  this  subject,  by  amending  the  resolution 
of  the  Senator  fhnn  Uissoari,  so  as  to  direct  the 
Secretary  to  vecSarm  his  dnty  in  such  a  manner 
as  not  to  obUterate  ai^  part  of  the  oondanntr 
tory  resolution.  Sudi  a  direction,  however, 
appears  to  me  to  be  wholly  unnecessary.  The 
nature  of  the  whole  proceeding  is  very  plain. 
We  now  adopt  a  resolution  expressing  our 
strong  reprobation  of  the  originu  resolution ; 
and  for  this  pnrpose  we  use  the  word  *'  ex- 
punged," as  the  strongest  term  which  we  can 
apply.  We  then  direct  our  Secretary  to  draw 
black  lines  around  it,  and  place  such  a  reference 
to  our  proceedings  of  this  day  upon  its  face, 
that  in  ail  time  to  come,  whoever  may  inspect 
this  portion  of  our  journal,  will  be  pointed  at 
once  to  the  record  of  its  condemnation.  What 
lawyer  has  not  observed  upon  the  margin  of 
the  judgment  dodEet,  if  the  original  judgment 
has  been  ranoved  to  a  superior  OQurt,  and  there 
reversed,  a  minnte  <tf  such  revoaal?  In  oar 
editioDB  of  tlie  statatos^  itave  we  iwt  all  noted 
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the  repeal  of  any  of  them  which  may  hsTo 
taken  place  at  a  subsequent  period  t  Who  ever 
heard  in  the  one  case  or  in  the  other,  that  this 
was  obliterating  or  destroying  the  record  or 
the  book?  So,  in  this  case,  we  make  a  mere 
reference  to  our  future  proceeding  upon  the 
face  of  the  resolution,  instead  of  uie  margin. 
Suppose  we  should  only  repeal  the  obnoxious 
resolution,  and  direct  such  a  reference  to  be 
f  made  upon  its  face:  wonld  any  Senator  con- 
tend that  this  wonld  he  an  ohhteration  the 
journal  ? 

Bat  it  has  been  contended  that  the  word 
expunge  is  not  the  appropriate  word ;  and  we 
have  wrested  it  from  ita  tme  rignifioation,  in 
applying  it  to  the  present  case.  Even  if  this 
alle^tioa  were  correct,  the  answer  wonld  he 
fit  hand.  Ton  might  then  convict  ns  of  bad 
taste,  but  not  of  a  violation  of  the  constitution. 
On  llie  face  of  the  resolution  we  have  stated 
distinctly  what  we  mean.  We  have  directed 
the  Secretary  in  what  manner' he  shall  under- 
stand it,  and  we  have  excluded  the  ideA  that  it 
is  our  intention  to  oUiterate  or  to  destroy  the 
journal. 

But  I  shall  contend  that  the  word  ei^nmge  is 
the  appropriate  word,  and  that  there  is  not 
another  in  the  English  lancnage  so  predsdy 
adapted  to  convey  our  meaning.  I  shaU  show 
from  the  highest  literary  and  ]>arliainentai7 
authorities,  that  this  wonl  has  acquired  a  sig- 
'  niflcation  entirely  distinct  from  that  of  actual 
obliteration.  Let  me  proceed  immediately  to 
this  task.  After  citing  my  anthorities.  I  shall 
proceed  with  the  argument,  first,  then,  for 
those  of  a  literary  character.  I  read  from 
Crabbe's  Synonymes,  page  140 ;  and  every  Sen- 
ator will  admit  that  this  is  a  work  of  established 
reputation.  In  speaking  of  the  use  of  the  word 
"  expunge,"  the  author  says :  "  When  the  con- 
tents of  a  book  are  in  part  r^ected,  they  are 
aptly  described  as  being  expunged;  in  this 
manner  the  free-thinking  sects  expnnge  eveiy 
tiling  from  the  Bible  which  does  not  suit  their 

Sorpose,  or  th^  ezonnge  from  their  creed  what 
DCS  not  hnmor  tiieir  jwssions."  The  idea  that 
an  actual  obliteration  was  intended  in  these 
eases  would  be  manifestly  absurd.  In  the  same 
page  there  is  a  quotation  from  Ur.  Bnrke,  to 
illustrate  the  meaning  of  this  word.  "I  be- 
lieve," says  he,  "  that  any  person  who  was  of 
age  to  take  a  part  in  public  concerns  forty 
years  ago  (if  the  intermediate  space  were  ex- 
punged from  his  memory)  could  hardly  credit 
his  senses'  when  he  should  hear  that  an  army 
of  two  hundred  thousand  men  was  kept  up  in 
this  island."  I  shall  now  cite  Ifr.  Jefferson  as 
a  literary  authority.  He  has  often  been  re- 
ferred to  on  this  floor  as  a  standard  in  politics. 
For  this  hig^  antiioril^  I  am  indebted  to  my 
fHend  froni  Lonidana,  (Mr.  Kiohous.)  In  the 
original  dnnght  of  the  dedaration  of  independ- 
ence he  uses  the  word  **  expunge  "  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner :  "  Such  has  been  the  patient 
snflEtarance  of  these  colonies ;  and  such  is  now 
Ihe  neCKMHi^  wlddi  C(»i8tridiu  them  to  expunge 
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their  former  systems  of  Qoveniment."  Al- 
though the  word  "  alter  "  was  afterwards  substi- 
tnted  for  expunge,  I  presome  upon  the  ground 
that  this  was  too  strong  a  tenn,  yet  the  change 
does  not  detract  from  the  literary  authority  of 
the  precedent. — Je^ereon's  Corre$pondmce,  Ac. 
\»t  vol.^  page  17. 

I  presume  that  I  have  shown  that  the  word 
"  expnnge  "  has  acquired  a  distinct  metaphori- 
cal meaning  in  onr  literature,  which  excludes 
the  idea  of  sctnal  obliteration.  If  I  should  pro- 
ceed one  step  fbrtber,  and  prove  that,  in  le^s- 
lative  proceedings,  it  has  acquired  the  veiy 
same  signification,  I  shall  thai  nave  fully  estab- 
lished my  poritiffli.  For  this  porpose  I  cite, 
first,  "  the  Secret  Froceedbgs  and  Debates  of 
the  Federal  Convention."  In  page  118  we  find 
the  following  entries :  "  On  motion  to  expunge 
tiie  clause  of  the  qualification  as  to'age,  it  was 
carried — ^ten  States  against  one."  Again :  "  On 
the  clause  respecting  the  ineli^bUity  to  any  other 
oflSce,  it  was  moved  that  the  words '  by  any  par- 
ticular State '  be  expunged — four  States  for,  five 
aniinst,  and  two  divided."  So,  page  119: 
'*The  last  blank  was  filled  np  with  one  year, 
and  carried — eight  ayes,  two  noes,  one  divided." 

*'  Mr.  Pinokney  moved  to  expunge  the  dauae 
— agreed  to,  nem.  e(m,"  Again :  "  Ur.  Butier 
moved  to  expunge  the  clause  of  the  stipoidfr— 
lost;  seven  agauist,  three  for,  one  divided." 
Again,  in  page  167:  "Ur.  Fhic^ey  moved 
that  that  part  of  the  clause  which  ^sqnalifies  a 
person  from  holding  an  o£5ce  in  the  State  be 
expunged,  becapse  the  first  and  best  characters 
in  a  State  may  thereby  be  deprived  of  a  seat  in 
the  national  council." 

"  Question  put  to  strike  out  the  words  moved 
for,  and  carried-^ight  ayes,  three  noes." 

It  will  thus  be  perceived  that  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  very  convention  which  formed  the 
constitution  under  which  we  are  now  governed, 
the  word  "  expunge  "  was  often  used  in  its  fig- 
urative sense.  It  will  certainly  not  be  asserted, 
or  even  intimated,  by  any  Senator  here^  that 
when  these  motions  to  expnnge  prev^dled,  the 
words  of  the  oril^al  draught  of  the  oonmtn- 
tion  were  actually  obliterated  or  defaced.  The 
meaning  is  palpable.  These  provisions  were 
merely  r^ected ;  not  actually  blotted  out  But 
I  shall  now  produce  a  precedent  precisely  in 
point  It  presents  itself  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  of  Uassachusetts,  ana  refers  to  the 
famous  resolution  of  that  body  adopted  on  the 
16th  day  of  Jxme,  1818,  in  relation  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  British  vessel  Peacock ;  denouncing 
the  late  war,  and  declaring  that  it  was  not  be- 
coming in  a  moral  and  rdigtous  people  to  ex- 
press any  approbation  of  miHtary  or  naval  ex- 
ploits whioh  were  not  immediately  connected 
with  the  defence  of  our  seaooast.  Some  ttti 
years  afterwards,  a  suooeeding  Senate  of  Uas- 
sachnsetts  ad<^ted  the  foQowug  rescdntaon : 

"Jieaolvtd,  That  the  afimsaid  resolve  of  the 
fifteenth  da;  of  Jane,  A.  D.  1818,  and  the  pteanble 
thereof,  be,  and  the  same  aie  hanoj,  expunged  from 
tiie  Joornals  of  the  SenateL** 
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K  fii  Mlf-eridfflit  that,  in  this  ease,  not  the 
least  intention  existed  of  defiacing  the  old  man- 
lucript  joomaL  The  word  "ezponge"  was 
used  in  Its  flgnnttiTe  signification,  just  as  it  is 
in  tiw  ease  before  na,  to  express  the  strongest 
Teprobation  of  the  former  proceeding,  ^at 
procfleding  was  to  be  expunged  solely  by  force 
of  the  snbseqaent'  resolutioa,  and  not  by  any 
actual  obliteration.  There  never  was  any  actual 
obliteration  of  the  jonmal. 

Judging,  then,  from  the  highest  English  au- 
thorities, from  the  works  of  celebrated  authors 
and  statesmen,  and  from  tlie  proceedings  of  leg- 
islative  bodies,  is  it  not  evident  that  the  word 
"expunge"  has  acquired  a  distinct  meaniug, 
altt^ether  inoondBtent  with  any  actoal  obliter- 
ation t 

All  tliat  we  have  heard  about  defacing  and 
destroying  the  journal  are  mere  phantoms, 
which  hare  been  ooqjared  np  to  terrify  the 
timid.  We  intend  no  such  tiling.  We  only 
mean,  most  strongly,  to  express  our  oonviction 
that  the  oondemtiatory  resolution  ought  never 
to  have  found  a  place  on  the  journal.  If  more 
anthoritiee  were  wanted,  I  might  refer  to  the 
L^islature  of  Yii^ia.  The  present  expung- 
ing resolntipn  is  in  exact  conformity  with  their 
instmotions  to  their  Senators.  a  matter  of 
taste,  I  eaonot  ai^  that  I  much  adnure  their 
plan,  though  I  MLtertun  no  doubt  tliat  it  Is 
perfectly  constitnticnul.  That  State  is  highly 
iitcraij ;  and  I  tldnk  I  have  established  that 
ilieir  Ije^slatnre,  when  they  used  the  went! 
"ezponge,"  withont  intending  thereby  to  effect 
an  actual  obliteration  of  the  journal,  justly  ap- 
preciated the  meaning  of  the  language  which 
they  employed. 

The  word  "  expunge"  is,  in  my  opinion,  the 
only  one  which  we  could  have  used,  clearly  and 
forcibly  to  accomplish  our  purpose.  I^ven  if  it 
bad  not  been  sanctioned  by  practice  as  a  parlia- 
mentary word,  we  ought  ourselves  to  have  first 
establi^ed  ttie  precedent. '  It  snita  the  case 
predsely.  If  yon  resdncL  reverse,  or  repeal,  a 
tflacdiition,  von  ttiereby  admit  that  it  once  bad 
some  oonstitutional  or  legal  anthori^.  If  yon 
declare  it  to  have  been  null  and  void  from  the 
banning,  tiiia  is  bnt  the  expression  of  your 
own  apimim  that  such  was  the  fact.  This  word 

expunge"  acts  upon  the  resolation  itself.  It 
at  once  goes  to  its  origin,  and  dmttojB  its  legal 
existence,  as  if  it  had  never  been.  It  does  not 
merely  kill,  bnt  it  annihilates. 

Parliamentary  practice  has  changed  the  mean- 
ing of  several  other  words  from  their  primitive 
signification,  in  a  similar  manner  with  that  of  the 
word  "  expunge."  The  original  signification  of 
the  word  '*  rescind  "  is  "  to  cut  off.  Usage  has 
made  it  mean,  in  reference  to  a  law  or  resolu- 
tion, to  alHV^ite  or  repeal  it  We  every  day 
hear  motiona  **to  strike  ont."  What  is  the 
literal  meaning  of  tiiis  exvresdonf  The  ques- 
tion be  but  answered  by  a^ing  another. 
If  I  were  to  request  you  to  strike  out  a  line 
from  your  letter,  and  you  were  willing  to  com- 
ply with  my  request^  what  wonid  be  yoor  con- 
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duct  I  You  would  run  your  pen  throng  it 
inunediately.  You  would  Uterally  strike  it  out. 
Yet,  what  use  do  we  make  of  this  phrase  every 
day  in  our  le^ative  proceedings  f  If  I  make 
a  motion  to  strike  out  a  section  from  a  bill,  and 
it  prevails,  the  Secretary  encloses  the  printed 
copy  of  it  in  black  lines,  and  makes  a  note  on 
the  margin  that  it  baa  been  stricken  out.  The 
original  he  never  touches.  Why,  then,  should 
not  the  word  *'  expun^,"  without  obliterating 
the  proceeding  to  which  it  is  directed,  sJgniQr 
to  destroy,  as  if  it  never  had  existed  1 

After  all  that  hag  been  said,  I  think  I  need 
scarcely  again  recur  to  the  Pennsylvania  pre- 
cedent. It  is  evident,  from  the  whole  of  that 
proceeding,  that  an  actual  expun^^ngof  the  joor* 
nal  was  intended,  if  it  had  not  already  been 
execnted.  I  have  no  reoollection  whatever  of 
tiie  circumstances,  but  I  am  under  a  perfect 
conviction,  from  the  face  of  {he  journal,  that 
such  was  the  nature  of  the  case.  I  should  vote 
now  as  I  did  then,  after  a  period  of  more  than 
twenty  years.  Both  my  vote,  and  the  motion 
which  I  subsequentiy  made  upon  that  occasion, 
evidently  proceeded  upon  this  principle.  The 
question  arose  in  this  manner,  as  it  appears 
from  the  journal:  On  the  10th  of  February, 
1816,  "  The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that 
a  constitutional  question  bmng  involved  in  a 
decision  by  him  yesterday,  on  a  motion  to  ex- 
punge certain  proceedii^  from  the  journal,  he 
was  desirous  of  having  t£e  (pinion  of  the  House 
on  that  decision,"  viz :  **  that  a  majority  can 
expunge  from  the  Journal  procee^ngs  in  which 
the  yeaa  and  nays  nave  not  been  called."  ITow, 
as  no  trace  whatever  appears  npon  the  journal 
of  the  preceding  day  of  the  motion  to  which  the 
Speaker  refers,  it  is  highly  probable,  nay.  It  is 
almost  certaio,  that  the  proceedings  had  been 
actually  expunged  before  he  asked  the  advice 
of  the  House. 

No  man  feels  with  more  sensibility  the  neoes- 
fAtj  which  compels  bim  to  perform  an  unkmd 
act  towards  his  brother  Senators  than  myself; 
but  we  have  now  arrived  at  that  point  when 
imperious  duty  demands  tiiat  we  shmild  either 
adopt  this  expnn^ng  resolution  or  abandon  it 
forever.  Already  much  predona  time  has  been 
employed  in  its  discussion.  The  moment  has 
arrived  when  we  must  act  Senators  in  the 
opposition  console  themselves  with  the  beli^ 
that  posterity  will  do  them  justice,  should  it  be 
denied  to  them  by  the  present  generation. 
They  place  their  own  names  in  the  one  scale, 
and  ours  in  the  other,  and  flatter  themselves 
with  the  hope  that,  before  that  tribunal,  at 
least,  their  weight  will  preponderate.  For  my 
own  part,  I  am  willing  to  abide  the  issue.  I 
am  willing  to  be  judged  for  the  vote  which  I 
shall  give  to-day,  not  only  hy'the  present,  bnt 
by  future  generations,  should  my  OMCure  name 
ever  be  mentioned  in  after  times.  'After  the 
passions  and  prejudices  of  the  present  moment 
shall  have  subsided,  and  the  impartial  historian 
shall  record  the  proceeding  of  this  day,  he  will 
say  that  the  distinguished  men  who  pused  the 
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resolotion  condemniDg  the  Preeideiit  were 
urged  on  to  the  act  by  a  desire  to  ocaapj  the 
high  places  in  the  Goyemment ;  that  an  amhl- 
tion,  noble  in  itself  bat  not  wisely  rwolated,  hod 
obsoared  their  jo^ment,  and  impeued  them  to 
the  adoption  of  a  measure  unjnst,  illegal,  and 
miconstitntional ;  that,  in  oroer  to  vindicate 
both  tlie  constitution  and  the  Pre^dent,  we 
were  justified  in  passing  this  expoDgiog  resolu- 
tion, and  thus  Btamping  the  former  proceeding 
vith  oar  strongest  aisapprobation, 

I  rdoice  in  t£e  belief  mat  this  promises  to  be 
me  of  the  last  highly  exciting  questions  a£  the 

S resent  di^.  During  the  penod  <tf  General 
aekson's  oitiI  admimstratioD,  what  has  he  not 
done  for  the  Amertcan  people  f  During  tiiis 
period,  he  has  hod  more  difficolt  and  dangerous 
questions  to  settle,  both  at  home  and  abroad — 
questions  which  aroused  more  intensely  the 
pafiuoDS  of  men — than  any  of  his  predecessors. 
They  are  now  all  happily  ended,  except  the  one 
which  we  shall  this  day  bring  to  a  close — 

"  Aod  all  the  clouds  that  lowered  npon  onr  haoK, 
In  the  deep  boaom  of  tlte  ooeoQ  burled." 

The  country  now  enjoys  abundant  prosperity 
at  home,  whilst  it  is  respected  and  admired  by 
foreign  naUons.  Although  the  waves  may  yet 
be  in  some  agitation  from  the  effect  of  the 
storms  through  which  we  have  passed,  yet  I 
tiiink  I  canpero^re  the  r^bow  of  peace  ex- 
tending itBelf  across  the  flnnament  of^heaTen. 

Should  the  next  administration  pursue  the 
same  oonrse  of  policy  with  the  present;  should 
it  dispense  equal  ja^ce  to  all  portions  and  to 
all  interests  of  the  Union,  without  sacrifloing 
any ;  should  it  be  condncted  with  pmdMice  and 
with  firmness,  and  I  doubt  not  out  that  this 
will  be  the  case,  we  shall  hereafter  eiyoy  com- 
parative peace  and  ijuiet  in  our  day,  Tms  will 
be  the  precious  fruit  of  the  energy,  the  toils, 
and  the  wisdom  of  the  pilot  who  has  conducted 
us  in  safety  through  the  storms  of  his  tem- 
pestuous administration. 

I  am  now  prepared  for  the  question.  I  shall 
vote  for  this  reaolntion,  but  not  cheerftally.  I 
regret  Uie  necessity  which  exlBts  for  paaung 
It ;  bat  I  believe  that  imperious  duty  demands 
Its  adoption.  If  I  know  my  own  heart,  I  can 
truly  say  that  I  am  not  actuated  by  any  desire 
to  obtiuu  a  miserable,  petty,  personal  triomph, 
either  for  myself,  or  for  uie  President  of  the 
United  States,  over  my  assodates  upon  tids 
floor. 

I  am  now  ready  to  record  my  vote,  and  thus, 
in  the^  opprobrious  language  of  Senators  In  the 
opposition,  to  l>ecome  one  of  the  executioners 
of  the  condemnatory  resolution. 
When  Mr.  Buohaxan  had  taken  his  seat, 
Hr.  Batabd  rpse  and  sud  that,  notwithstond- 
Ing  he  had  not  before  had  an  opportunity  of 
expresmng  his  opinion  on  the  subject  now 
under  dianudon,  yet  he  sbonld  have  oeen  nn- 
willing  at  this  late  honr  to  hare  treapaased  on 
the  time  and  attention  of  the  Senate,  had  he 
not  felt  it  to  be  a  dnty  which  be  owed  to 
himself  and  to  his  immediate  oonstitoents  to 
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contend  and  protest  against  a  measnre  which 
he  bdiered  to  be  a  violation  of  the  constitution. 
I  say,  t&e,  constitoents,  for,  in  my  theory  of  this 
Government,  we  are  all  the  representatives  o( 
tiie  people,  thongh  chosen  uter  a  different 
manner.  Every  infraction  of  the  constitution, 
however  unimportant  it  may  appear  in  its  im- 
mediate consequences,  tends  to  diminidi  the 
general  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  general  attachment  to  it; 
and  as  the  people  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent  are  devotedly  attached  to 
that  instrument,  and  feel  that  their  political 
existence  is  incorporated  with  it,  that  in  it  they 
live,  and  mov^  aod  have  their  being  as  a  po- 
litical oonmiuntty,  I  say,  sir,  it  is  a  duty  which 
I  owe  to  them  to  contend  to  the  uttermost  of 
my  ability  against  whatever  thus  incidentally 
affects  them.  It  is  a  duty,  too,  which  I  owe  to 
myself  as  I  have  a  personal  interest  in  what- 
ever affects  ,  the  character  and  honor  of  this 
body,  of  which  I  am  a  humble  member. 

What  is  it,  sir,  we  are  called  upon  to  do?  A 
man  may  do  wrong  unwittingly,  and  we  must 
take  care  to  have  a  clear  and  precise  idea  of 
the  act  to  be  done.  Jn  words,  sir,  we  are  call- 
ed upon  to  expunge  from  the  journal  a  certain 
resolution,  but  in  fact  and  in  truth,  to  fidsify  s 
record.  The  same  mind  which  mi^ht  contem- 
plate the  one  proponlicai  with  mdifiSerence, 
would  regard  the  other  with  horror.  To  a 
mind  reckless  of  consequences,  whidi  has  no 
futnre,  whioh  looks  on^  to  the  present,  and 
views  every  act  as  an  insulated  event,  having 
no  rdation  to  what  has  preceded,  and  no  influ- 
ence on  what  is  to  follow,  to  expunge  from  a 
Journal  may  seem  a  very  harmless  act.  But, 
dr,  even  such  a  mind  might  be  brought  to 
revolt  with  disgast  from  the  same  measure^ 
when  it  imported  the  snppression  of  the  tnith, 
or  the  assertion  of  a  &lsehood.  The  approaches 
of  crime  are  stealthy  and  mysterious ;  the  as- 
sassin wears  his  ma^ ;  vice  pays  to  virtue  the 
homage  of  assuming  her  form ;  tiio  knave  puts 
on  the  cloak  of  r^lgion;  the  dwnugogne  be- 
comes the  friend  of  tiie  people.  It  becomes, 
then,  my  purpose  to  show  that  to  expunge  from 
the  journal  is  to  a  record. 

Let  me  now  draw  tJ^o  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  terms  <^  the  resolution.  It  professes  to 
set  (oT&  the  act  to  be  done,  and  the  reas<His 
for  doing  it  And  first,  sir,  as  to  the  act  ilael£ 
It  is  described  in  tJiese  terms : 

^^Jietolved,  That  the  said  resolve  be  cxpun^ 
{^Qta  the  journal,  and  for  that  purpose  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  at  suc^  time  as  the  Senate 
may  qiprant,  shall  bring  the  manuscript  journal  of 
the  sesdim  of  168S-*4  into  the  Senate,  and  in  the 
presence  of  tho  Bmate  draw  blade  lines  around  the 
said  resdve,  and  write  across  the  face  tbraeof,  in 
strong  letters,  the  following  words;  Expunged  by 

orderortfieSeDate,tbi8— —  dayof  ^hithe- 

year  of  our  Lord  1836." 

Kothing  can  be  more  ez^idt  in  its  terras. 
The  act  to  be  done  is  to  expunge.  The  first 
member  of  the  sentence  conveys  the  wht^ 
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idea ;  and  if  tlie  resolntion  bad  stopped  there, 
with  the  simple  assertion  that  an  ezpnnotion 
shoiild  take  place,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that 
the  Secretary  would  Lave  been  authorized  to 
blot  out  or  erase  from  the  journal  the  objection- 
able MBsage.  The  Senator  from  PennflylTania 
(Ifr.  BuOHAiTAs)  has  gone  Into  a  oridcal  exami- 
nation of  the  meaning  of  the  term  ecepunge,  and 
has  given  us  varioos  instances  of  its  use  in  a 
metaphorical  sense,  and  concludes  that,  because 
the  word  may  be  used  metaphoricallT,  it  is  in 
this  instance  a  harmlesa  metaphor.  In  all  its 
uses,  whether  literal  or  metaphorical,  it  imports 
destruction ;  and  the  beauty  and  force  of  the 
metaphor  in  every  instance  depends  on  the  pre- 
cise meaning  of  its  literal  acceptation.  The 
term  expunge  means  literally  to  wipe  out,  which 
imports  destruction ;  or,  in  other  words,  it  im- 
ports that  something  which  has  an  eztsteuce 
Bhall  cease  to  exist  Whether  the  term  is  at 
any  time  used  literally  or  metaphorically,  will 
depend  on  the  snl^Ject  matter  to  which  it  n  ap- 
pked.  Thus,  in  some  of  the  Instances  given  by 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  as  in  the  one 
"toexpnnge  our  sins,"  no  doubt  the  word,  is 
used  metaphorically ;  but  does  not  the  whole 
force  and  value  of  the  expression  depend  on  its 
literal  meaning,  and  import  that  those  dna  shidl 
cease  to  have  a  moral  existence  as  reasons  for 
the  Divine  vengeq|^ce  ?  And  when  used  as  ap- 
plicable to  a  section  of  a  bill,  which  is  another 
instance  given  by  the  Senator,  does  it  not  mean 
that  snob  section  shall  cease  to  have  existence  ? 
The  Senator  asks  whether,  if  a  resolution  pass- 
ed that  a  section  of  a  bill  should  be  expu^:ed, 
the  Secretary  would  prooeedto  oUiterate  it? 
I  answer,  that  from  the  method  of  our  proceed- 
ings it  is  not  necessary  for  him  to  erase  every 
word,  because  the  purpose  is  ^otnally  an- 
swered by  drawing  his  black  lines  across  it,  or 
dmply  writing  upon  its  face  the  word  "ex- 
ponged,"  for  in  effect  it  becomes  so,  by  ceasinx 
to  have  any  legal  existence ;  and  if  soch  bm 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing, tlie  section  thus  expunged  would  be  omit- 
ted in  the  engrossment,  as  if  it  had  never  exist- 
ed. But  the  authority  conferred  npon  him  by 
such  a  resolution  is  literally  to  erase  every 
word  of  the  seotiou.  Such,  also,  is  the  case 
when  the  word  is  used  in  relation  to  a  part  of 
the  Journal,  and  becomes  his  dnty  to  blot  out 
or  oufterate  from  its  &ce  the  passage  ordered 
to  be  copnnged.  Bnt  it  is  said  that  we  present 
Testation  does  not  oontemplate  an  actual  ez- 
ponction  or  obliteration  of  the  passage,  but 
merely  a  ^ical  one.  And  Senators  seek  to 
reconcile  themselves  to  this  measnre  by  such  a 
play  upon  words.  A  typical  expunction  I  To 
get  rid  of  the  sophistry  at  once,  let  me  ask 
whether  a  journal  is  not  the  evidence  of  a  fact, 
as,  for  instance,  tbe  passage  of  a  particular  res- 
olution, and  whether  to  expunge  from  the  jour- 
nal that  resolution  is  not  to  destroy  the  evidence 
of  the  fact  that  such  a  resolntion  had  been 
adopted  f  Jfy  then,  yon  have  the  right  to  ex- 
pniga^  and  do.  aotoally  declare  tiiat  a  passage 


shall  be  expunged,  does  it  not  for  all  legal  pur- 
poses suppress  the  evidence  of  the  fact,  no  mat- 
ter what  the  manner  of  expuuction  may  be, 
whether  by  erasing,  by  blotting  out,  or  by 
writing  the  word  "  expunged  "  over  its  face  ? 
Ooold  the  Secretary  certify,  aft^  the  adoption 
of  the  expunging  resolution,  that  such  a  passage 
existed  on  the  journal  t  If  he  were  called  npon 
to  pablish  a  new  editi<m  of  the  joamal,  would 
he  have  a  right  to  insert  the  passage  expunged! 
It  is  in  vun  that  the  assertion  is  made  that  the 
printed  volumes  would  be  evidence  of  the  fact. 
The  printed  volumes  are  otij  prima  faei«  evi- 
dence, and  admitted  for  convenience,  but  could 
never  stand  against  a  sworn  copy  of  the  journal. 
There  is,  then,  for  all  the  purposes  for  which 
a  journal  is  kept,  namely,  as  evidence  of  a  par- 
ticular transaction,  no  difference  between  an 
actual  and  a  typi(»al  expunction.  That  in  the 
present  instance  no  grave  and  immediate  conse- 
qnenoes  affecting  individual  rights  is  to  fbllow, 
does  not  alter  flie  cose.  The  principle  asserted 
in  the  resolution  ^  that  the  right  to  expunge 
exists,  the  mode  of  doing  it  is  of  no  consequence; 
and  I  will  show  presently  that  the  ex^dse  of 
such  a  power  is  not  only  nnconstitntitnud,  bnt 
may  be  attended  with  the  most  important  and 
direct  influence  on  the  personal  rights  of  indi- 
viduals. The  natural  import  and  the  necessary 
legal  effect  of  the  phrase  "  expunge  from  the 
journal,"  is  to  destroy  the  evidence  of  the  fact 
expunged,  whether  it  be  used  literally  or  met- 
aphorically. 

Having  thus  nscert^ed  the  meaning  of  the 
word  *'  expunge  "  and  the  effect  of  any  mode 
of  expunction,  the  qaeation  arises  wbetJber  the 
Senate  possesses  any  snob  power  over  its  Umr* 
nal.  Has  it  the  right  to  destroy  the  eviaenoe 
of  any  particular  transaction,  for  the  Journal  is 
not  only  the  highest  evidence,  bnt  tiie  only 
evidence,  of  the  fact?  A  journal  is  ft  dalljr 
record,  as  contradistingaiBhea  from  a  temporsir 
raemorandnm.  But  itis  contended  that,  tiioagh 
a  record,  It  is  not  a  permanent  one,  being  of 
value  only  until  it  is  published ;  aft^  which, 
it  becomes  mere  waste  paper.  Is  tiiia  propo- 
sition true  i  For  if  it  be,  then,  bo  far  as  tfiis 
particular  case  is  concerned,  there  is  an  end  of 
the  question.  The  lansnage  of  the  constitution 
is,  "  that  each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its 
proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  publish  the 
same."  B^rt  has  been  had  to  the  meaning 
of  tbe  word  "  keep,"  as  importing  preservation, 
to  show  that  the  oonstitntion  contemplated  a 
permanent,  and  not  a  temporary,  record.  Bat 
I  admit  that  the  word  "  keep  "  wws  not  neces- 
sarily imply  permanent  preservation;  it  may 
mean  preservation  for  a  temporary  purpose. 
The  word  "  keep,"  like  every  other  word  in  the 
langnage,  must  depend  for  its  meaning  on  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  nsed,  on  the  subject 
matter  to  which  it  is  applied.  Words  are  but 
signs  of  ideas ;  and  it  Is  one  of  the  imperfections 
of  language,  that  it  often  expresses  too  much  or 
too  little,  while  felicity  in  its  use  connsts  in  the 
choice  of  those  twms  which  ooaver  ther  flia 
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simple  or  complex  idea  ivitb  precision.  A 
word,  too,  m&y  stand  for  a  whole  sentence,  for 
a  class  of  ideaa,  as  in  the  familiar  use  of  this 
very  one.  Thus,  to  keep  a  horse  maj  not 
meray  mean  thai  he  is  fed,  and  curried,  and 
stabled,  but  that  he  is  rode ;  as,  where  the  con- 
Tersation  being  about  the  personal  habit  of  anj 
one  in  r^ation  to  exercise,  it  should  be  remark- 
ed of  him  he  keeps  a  hone,  the  term  imports 
both  preservation  and  use.  So  in  the  phrase 
"  keep  a  cow,"  the  use  for  which  she  is  kept 
is  impHed,  as  if  a  housekeeper  were  asked  "  Do 
you  buy  your  milk  ? "  and  should  reply,  "  No, 
I  keep  a  cow,"  it  imports  not  only  that  she  is 
fed  and  taken  care  of,  but  that  she  is  milked, 
and  her  milk  consumed  by  the  family.  So, 
"  keep  a  caniase  "  does  not  merely  mean  that 
a  carnage  in  lo^ed  np  in  the  honso,  but  that  it 
ia  used.  "  Keep  house  "  imports  the  burden 
of  honsehold. duties;  as  "keep  tavern"  im- 
ports the  duty  of  receiving  and  attending  to 
gnests.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the 
phrase  "  keep  a  journal "  means  to  make  and 
preserve  one.  Bnt  sdll  tiie  question  arises  as 
to  the  length  of  that  preservation ;  and  it  is 
contended  that  the  subsequent  injonotion  to 
publish  indicates  at  once  the  purpose  and  length 
of  preservation  Is  this  true?  The  words  are, 
"keep  and  pablish,"  not  "keep  in  order  to 
publish."  But,  waiving  all  verbal  criticism,  let 
me  remark  tliot  a  constitution  is  merely  a  col- 
lection of  prindples ;  and  ia  order  to  ascertdn 
the  force  and  meaning  of  any  term,  it  is  neces- 
satT  to  attend  to  the  ol^eot  ot  the  provision, 
and  the  prindple  connected  with  it.  "Wiat, 
then,  dr,  are  the  purposes  for  which  a  journal  is 
to  be  kept  f  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  them  all, 
but  some  of  them,  as  drawn  from  the  constitu- 
tion itself;  and  it  will  then  be  seen  whether 
such  purposes  ore  of  a  temporary  or  of  &  per- 
manent character,  and,  by  oonsequence,  whether 
the  journal  is  intended  to  be  a  permanent  or 
temporary  record.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  in- 
tended to  record  the  day  on  which  a  bill  has 
been  presented  to  the  President  for  his  appro- 
bation, and  the  day  on  which  Oongresa  adjourn- 
ed; on  these  two  &cts  may  depend  the 
validity  of  a  law.  Thus,  in  the  seventh  section 
of  the  first  article  <^  the  constitntioa,  U  is  pro- 
vided: 

"Eveiy  bill  whidi  shall  have  passed  the  House  of 
EepresentatlTes  and  the  S^iate  shall,  before  it 
becomea  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  FTesideDt  of  the 
United  States ;  ifbe^iprove,  heduUsi^H;  butif 
Dot,  he  shall  return  it,  with  iua  objections,  to  the 
House  in  which  it  originated,  kc  K  any  bill  shall 
not  be  retomed  by  Sie  Fteaideat  within  ten  days 
(Sonday  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented 
to  him,  the  same  shall  become  a  law,  in  like  manner 
as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  OongreaL  by  th^ 
■c^onmment,  prevent  its  retcra ;  In  wUcQ  case,  it 
■ball  not  be  a  law.'* 

Bere  is  one  permanent  purpose,  as  enduring 
as  the  kw  itself. 
In  the  second  place,  it  is  IntMided  to  record 
'  the  fbct  of  membership  in  thlBbod7,tiie  Senate 
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being  the  judge,  and  settling  the  question  of 
membership  in  cases  of  contested  election,  by 
the  express  provirion  of  the  fifth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  oonstitntion.  And  this  was 
done  in  the  case  of  the  venerable  and  distin- 
guished Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Bon* 
Bras.)  Has  not  he,  and  has  not  his  State,  a 
permanent  interest  in  that  decision,  and  in  the 
evidence  by  which  it  is  established!  And  is 
not  the  journal  the  highest  and  the  only  evi- 
dence of  that  fact?  Suppose,  sir,  it  should 
become  expedient  at  any  time  to  expunge  such 
a  decision,  what  would  become  of  the  rights 
of  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  if  a  compet- 
itor were  to  present  himself  here  for  his  seat, 
with  fresh  credentials  from  his  State. 

In  the  third  place,  it  is  intended  to  record 
the  presence  of  a  qnorom  at  the  evening  of 
each  session  of  Congress,  as  well  as  to  aseertiun 
the  &ot  that  Congress  did  assemble  on  the  con- 
stitutional day  for  its  meeting.  The  journal 
always  opens  with  a  statement  of  the  names  of 
those  who  assembled,  when  It  is  once  ascerbun- 
ed  that  a  qnorum  is  present ;  it  Is  afterwards 
taken  for  granted  that  they  perform  their  duty, 
and  are  always  present,  unless  the  contrary  is 
made  to  appear.  But  if  it  so  happened  that  no 
quorum  was  present,  or  that  Congress  had  as- 
sembled before  it  had  a  legal  right  to  do  so,  the 
laws  passed  under  such  circiwistancea  would  bo 
merely  void.  This,  certainly,  is  a  matter  of 
permanent  importance. 

In  the  fourtn  plaoe,  it  is  intended  to  record 
the  action  of  this  body  on  the  conduct  of  its 
members,  as  in  the  instance  the  punishment 
of  any  of  tiiem  for  disorderly  behavior.  Sap- 
pose  the  case  of  the  expulsion  of  a  member : 
will  not  the  right  of  the  State  from  which  he 
comes  to  send  a  successor  depend  on  the  fact  of 
expulsion !  And  could  you,  by  expunging  the 
resolution  of  expulsion,  restore  him  to  his  seat? 
And  yet,  if  you  destroy  the  evidence  of  the 
expulsion,  is  there  any  thing  to  invalidate  his 
rignts  as  established  by  his  credentials  when 
he  first  took  his  seat !  Suppose  he  was  elected 
for  six  years,  and  you  expel  him  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  second,  and  tiien  expunge  the  reso- 
lution of  expulsion,  how  would  it  oe  possible 
to  contest  b!s  right  to  a  seat  for  the  nmdning 
four  years  ? 

In  the  fifth  plaoe,  it  is  intended  to  ascertain 
the  fact  of  your  organization  as  a  court  of  im- 
peachment, and  the  judgment  passed  on  the 
offender.  That  judgment  may  extend  to  a  re- 
moval from  office,  and  a  disqualification  to  hold 
and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit, 
which  m  its  nature  is  perpetual,  and  is  excepted 
out  of  the  pardoning  power  which  is  given  to 
the  President  in  all  other  coses. 

In  the  sixth  and  last  place  which  I  mean  to 
advert  to,  it  is  intended  to  record  the  votM  of 
members  on  matters  of  moment,  that  they  may 
be  held  to  their  reqionsibUity  for  pemldons 
meanues.  And  hence  it  Is  expressly  provided, 
in  the  fifth  seetlon  of  the  first  artid&'^thi^  tiie 
yeas  and  nqrs^of  the  members  of  enber  Hoose 
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va  any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth 
of  Uiose  present,  be  entered  on  the  Journal." 
Has  not  evei^  indiTidoal  a  personal  and  perma- 
nent interest  in  the  record,  for  good  or  for  evil  7 
This  last  purpose  has  reference  tO'  the  great 
principle  on  which  republican  goreniment  is 
founded— the  responsibility  of  tiie  representa- 
tive to  hie  constituents.  From  a  consideration, 
then,  of  the  purposes  for  which  a  jouroal  is  to 
be  kept,  it  is  apparent  that  it  is  intended  to  be 
a  permanent,  and  not  a  temporary,  record. 
None  of  those  parpoaes  would  be  effectually 
answered  by  the  mere  pnbUoation  of  the  joor- 
naL  They  are  matters  of  &ct,  oi  which  the 
jonmai,  I  mean  the  manuscript  Jonmai,  is  the 
h^hest  evidence,  and  the  only  evidence  where 
recourse  is  had  to  it,  for  any  legal  purpose.  To 
expunge  this  record  is  to  destroy  the  evidence 
of  a  iact ;  to  falsify  history,  and  verify  the  re- 
mark of  the  satiri<^  FreDchman,  that  history 
is  notliinK  but  conventional  fables.  Let  me 
add,  iu  relation  to  this  matter,  that  the  mj^es- 
$10  «m  differs  nothing  in  point  of  morality  from 
the  aUeffutiofalti,  and  that  It  would  be  &fi  hard 
to  maintain  ^at  you  have  a  right  to  suppress 
ttie  evidence  of  a  fact  which  bad  occurred  in 
your  tlroceedings,  as  to  maintun  that  you  have 
the  right  to  awert  a  fact  upon  your  Jonmai 
whidh  never  had  any  existent.  But  it  has 
been  contended  by  some,  that,  because  we  have 
the  custody  of  the  joamal,  we  have  the  right 
to  do  with  it  what  we  please.  And  does  cus- 
tody import  the  right  of  dBstmctton !  Will  it 
be  contended  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  who 
has  the  custody  of  your  laws  and  treaties,  and 
even  of  the  constitution  itself^  has,  from  that 
circumstance,  the  "right  to  blot  out  sections  from 
your  laws,  articles  from  your  treaties,  and  para- 
graphs from  your  constitution ;  that  he  has  the 
right  to  mutilato  and  destroy  the  records  of  the' 
n^on  t  In  considering  his  right  of  expunction, 
the  qaestiou  is  not  whether  the  substance  of 
the  nscdnlion  proposed  to  be  ei^nmged  is  true,, 
hut  whether  such  a  resolution  was  adopted ; 
that  1b  tb»  point  of  lustory.  The  ftdstence  on 
the  Jonmai  of  the  resolution  is  no  evidence  of 
the  trath  of  its  allegation,  but  simply  of  its 
adoptioQ:  and  the  future  historian,  looking 
to  the  whole  transactions  of  the  time,  would 
decide  upon  the  tmdi  or  error  of  its  allegation, 
without  nving  to  it  any  greater  weight  tban  is 
due  to  uie  mere  expression  of  an  opinion. 
Every  Senator  who  voted  for  the  original  reso- 
lotion  has  a  personal  interest  In  the  record. 

If  it  is  trae  that  to  pass  such  a  resolution 
was  illegal  and  unconstitutional,  and  a  flagrant 
wrong  done  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  tiien  his  friends  should  not  desire  to 
have  it  expunged,  bnf^  on  the  contrary,  to  pre- 
serve it  as  a  monoment  of  reproach  to  those 
who  partidpated  in  the  measure.  In  this  view 
of  the  subject,  it  should  be  preserved  aa  a  mat- 
ter of  satisfaction  on  the  part  of  his  friends, 
and  of  disgrace  and  shame  on  the  part  of  his 
adversaries.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
tif^  exited  to  pass  the  ree(duti<m»  and  its  al- 
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legation  was  tme  in  point  of  &ct,  those  who 
sustained  it  by  their  vote  have  an  interest  in 
the  evidence  of  their  opinion,  while  those  who 
thought  otherwise  have  the  benefit  and  satis- 
faction of  being  able  to  esteblish  their  dissent. 
In  neither  view  of  the  case  have  the  friends  of 
the  President  any  fwr  reason  to  desire  that  the 
evidence  of  the  proceeding  should  be  destroyed. 
The  Senator  fi*om  Missouri  (Mr.  Bknton)  may 
glory  in  the  vote  he  gave  on  the  occasion ;  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat)  ioaj  do  the 
same;  neither  has  the  right  to  deprive  the 
other  of  the  e^denoe  of  his  course  in  telatioo 
to  it  Those  who  voted  for  the  reeolution 
alone  hazard  any  thing  In  preserving  that  evi- 
dence. If  they  were  wrong,  thai  itu  for  thetr 
shame ;  if  they  were  right,  it  is  the  mere  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  from  which  others  might 
rightfully  and  sincerely  differ.  If  the  allega- 
tions of  the  friends  of  the  Pre»dent  are  trae, 
tliat  the  adoption  of  that  resolution  was  a  breach 
of  the  constitution,  and  a  most  flagrant  wrong 
to  him,  would  it  not  be  more  natural  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Ciat)  should  come 
here  to  ask  us  to  expunge  it,  that  he  might  con- 
ceal his  participation  in  the  matter  f  Is  it  not 
extraordinary  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
who  takes  great  credit  to  himself  forredsting 
the  measure,  should  seek  not  only  to  conced 
his  own  gknjy  in  opposing  it,  but  the  shame  o[ 
his  adversanes  in  supporting  it?  What  la  the 

f)urpose  to  be  answ^^d  by  expmigiiu;  the  two- 
ution?  The  fact- that  such  a  resolution  was 
adopted  cannot  now  be  concealed  from  the  eye 
of  history.  The  journal  is  only  evidence  of 
that  fact,  and  not  of  the  tmth  of  the  allegation 
oouttuned  in  it.  What  valuable  end,  then,  Is 
to  be  accomplished  by  the  ezpunction?  I  fear, 
sir,  that  the  future  historian,  looking  over  the 
whole  ground  of  the  controversy,  will  say,  from 
the  nature  of  the  act,  that  it  was  a  sacrifice,  a 

Eeace-offering  at  the  altar  of  executive  power. 
1  this  view,  we  have  all  an  interest  iu  the  rec- 
ord of  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  for  good  or 
for  evil  report. 

But,  sir,  I  come  now  to  coiuider  the  reasoni 
which  are  offered  for  the  adoption  of  this  ex- 
punging resolution.  They  are  set  forth  in  the 
preamble,  and  I  presume  they  are  the  best  that 
can  be  offered.  They  have  been  well  weighed 
and  conddered,  and  no  doubt  the  ability^  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  has  been  taxed  to  the 
uttermost  to  present  the  case  in  the  strongest 
possible  point  of  view.  His  reasons  are  eight 
m  number,  and  the  first  of  them  is  in  these 
words: 

"And  vheresfl  the  said  reeolve  ma  irregutuly, 
ill^ally,  and  unconstitutionally  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate, In  violation  of  the  rights  of  defence  which  belong 
to  every  ciUzen,  and  in  sabvennon  of  the  fundamentu 
prindf^ea  of  law  and  jusUce :  because  Preaidait 
Jackson  was  thereby  a4ju^ced  and  pKmounced  to  be 
guilty  of  an  impea<»aUe  cwace,  and  a  stigma  pkeed 
upon  him  as  a  violator  of  bia  oath  of  c^ce  and  of  the 
laws  and  constitutjon,  which  ho  was  sworn  to  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend,  without  gois^  tbroiigh  the  foam 
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of  an  impeachment,  and  without  sllowii^  to  him  the 
benefits  of  a  trial  or  the  means  of  defence." 

Is  this  tnie  in  point  of  fact  f  The  proceed- 
ing of  which  this  reason  professes  to  be  descrip- 
tive was  this:  On  the  28th  day  of  Mardi, 
1884^  the  Senate,  in  its  nsnal  course  of  bn^- 
nesS|  adopted  the  following  resolution : 

"  Beteivedy  That  the  President,  in  the  late  execu- 
tive proceediDKB  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has 
■mnmrit  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  con- 
feired  hyw  constitnUon  and  laws,  but  in  derogation 
ofbotfa." 

Ii  this  first  reason,  then,  a  tme  description 
of  the  Bulgect  to  which  it  refers  ?  If  the  Sen- 
ate had  organized  itself  into  a  court  of  impeach- 
ment, called  in  the  Chief  Jnatiee  to  presidey  as 
required  bj  the  ooiutitaUon,  and  then  proceed- 
ed to  try  the  Freiident  withoat  hearing  him, 
and  to  prononooe  Judgment  upon  him  of  re- 
moval from  office,  more  conid  not  have  been 
sud ;  no  stronger  language  would  be  required 
to  describe  so  wanton  a  violation  of  constitu- 
tional law.  Is  there  no  difference  between  ^e 
cases  T  Can  a  stronger  case  of  the  pervernon 
and  abuse  of  language  be  put  than  this,  which 
would  represent  a  simple  resolution  of  a  delib- 
erative assembly,  ezpres^nff  merely  an  opinion, 
which  has  no  legal  effect  whatever  on  the  rights 
of  the  individual,  as  the  judgment  of  a  court 
which  acts  directly  and  immediately  upon  those 
lif^t  The prooeeding referred  to  has  neither 
the  fonn  nor  sabstanoe  of  a'judgment  is 
the  slightest  guilt  imputed  in  the  opinion  as 
expressed  by  the  resolutioa.  It  states  a  fact, 
*'  ttiat  the  F^^sident  has  assumed  upon  himsdf 
authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  liie  oon- 
etitutioQ ; "  hot  is  silent  as  to  the  motives  and 
intention  with  which  that  fact  was  accompa- 
nied, the  corrupt  and  wilful  character  of  which 
alone  could  give  to  the  proceeding  the  attribute 
of  guilt.  But  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the 
Senate  had,  losing  sight  of  the  principles  of 
law  and  justice,  formed  itself  into  a  court  of 
impeadmsent,  and  proceeded,  without  a  hearing, 
to  pass  judgment  on  the  in^vidoal :  would  that 
be  a  reason  for  e^nm^ng  the  record,  for  sap- 
presnng  the  evidence  orao  moiistrous  a  pro- 
eeedingt  On  the  contrary,  sir,  it  shonld  stand 
as  a  monument  of  dissrace  and  dishonor  to  the 
men  who  participated  In  it  Its  legal  effect 
would  be  nothing;  ite  moral  influence  would 
recoil  on  their  own  heads,  and  they  should  be 
held  to  that  responnbility  to  public  opinion,  to 
secure  which  it  was  provided  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  should  be  entered  on  the  journal.  In  this 
view  of  the  subject,  the  hollowness  and  f^lacy 
of  the  reason  assigned  is  manifested  by  the  fact 
that  those  who, seek  to  suppress  the  evidence 
are  not  those  who  advocated,  bnt  those  who 
fWHwed  the  reaolation.  Bnt^  shr,  it  is  the  fate 
<»  a  fitbe  position  to  imbody  the  principles  of 
itB  own  deetametioiu  If  this  reason  be  a  tme 
description  of  the  resolntiuk  of  38th  Hardi, 
18M,  and  sufficient  for  its  eiponction,  is  it  not 
perceived  that  this  very  expunging  resolution 
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and  its  preamble  is  open  to  the  same  objection, 
as  pronouninng  jndgmoit  on  tihoae  Soiiton 
who  supportea  the  ^mer,  as  gtdl^  oS  an  im- 
peachable offence,  and  TidiatarB  of  th^  ott^ 
of  office,  without  the  benefit  of  a  trial  t  It 
should,  then,  in  its  turn,  be  expnnged ;  and  if 
I«were  called  upon  to  draw  up  a  preamble  upon 
the  streugtii  of^this  precedent,  I  should  use  the 
rame  language,  as  being  as  fair  and  legitimate 
a  description  of  the  present  resolution  and  its 
preamble  as  this  reason  is  descriptive  of  the 
resolution  of  March,  28, 1834.  It  is  absolutely 
suicidal. 

The  second  reason  is  as  foUows :  ■ 

"  And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  in  all  its  ehapes 
and  fonna,  was  unfounded  and  erroneooa  in  point 
fact,  and,  therefitre*  uqjust  and  unrigfateDii%  as 
as  irregolar  and  unconstitutional ;  because  the  s^ 
President  Jackson,  neither  in  the  act  of  dianiiating 
Mr.  Duane,  nor  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Taney,  as 
^edfied  in  the  first  form  of  the  resolve;  nor  in 
taking  upon  himself  the  removing  of  the  deposits,  as 
spedfied  in  Haa  second  form  the  sune  resolTe; 
nor  in  any  act  which  was  then  oroaDnowbeq>ecifled 
under  the  vague  and  ambiguous  term  of  the  nneral 
denunciation  contained  in  the  tlurd  and  last  n»m  of 
the  resolve,  did  do  or  oommit  any  act  in  violstion  or 
in  derogation  of  the  laws  and  constitudon,  tjt 
dangerous  to  Ae  liberties  of  the  people." 

The  substance  of  this^  reason  is,  that  the  res- 
olution  was  erroneous  in  point  of  fact.  Is  that 
a  reason  for  expunging  itf  It  might  form  a 
very  good  reason  for  a  counter-resolation.  The 
subject  is  one  on  which  a  difference  of  opinion 
might  fairly  exist,  and  that  difference  was  ex- 
pressed at  the  time,  both  in  debate  and  on  the 
Journal ;  but  surely  that  difference  of  opinion 
IB  no  reason  for  destroying  the  evidence  that 
such  an  opinion  was  expre^ed. 

The  third  reason  is,  tLat 

"  The  add  resolve,  as  adopted,  la  uncertain  and 
ambiguous,  oontuning  nothing  but  a  loose  and 
floating  chaige  for  dert^dng  from,  the  laws  uid 
constitutaon,  and  assuming  nngraated  power  and 
authority  in  the  late  executive  proceeding  in  rela- 
tion to  tiie  public  revenue,  without  Efpedfymg,"  Ac 

This  reason  conflicts  with  both  the  others, 
impl^ng  that,  if  the  resolve  were  detailed  and 
specific,  it  ought  not  to  be  expunged.  If  all 
these  are  reasons  for  the  same  act,  they  should 
not  be  antagonist  to  each  otiier,  but  should 
harmoniou^y  tend  to  tiie  same  oondnsion. 
But  want  of  detail  can  be  no  reason  for  sup- 
pressing the  evidoioe  that  sndt  a  resolution 
was  adopted. 

Tlie  ibnrlh  reason  is  merely  an  am^ifioation 
of  the  third. 

The  fifth  reasm  is  as  ibllows: 

*'  And  whereas  the  Senate  being  tiie  oonstitudonal 
tribunal  for  the  trial  of  the  Prerident,  irtien  char^ 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  with  offences  agamst 
the  laws  and  constitution,  the  adoption  of  the  said  re- 
solve before  any  impeachment  preferred  by  die  House, 
was  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  the  House;  a 
violation  of  the  CDDstitatton;  a  sabverncQ  of 
justice ;  a  pr^utfioation  of  a  fptestion  which  ndriit 
wgaMy  eome  befcre  tiis  Senate,  and  a  diaqnalifloiaon 


Digitized  by 


JunTAxr,  1887.] 

ot  thftt  bodrto  perfonn  haconstitDdonal  duty  witfa 
ftlnuM  and  impartiality,  if  the  President  sbonld 
thereafter  be  reeulariy  hnpeaehed  by  the  Boou  of 
BepresenhUiTes  toe  the  same  offence." 

The  same  answer  may  be  given  to  this  Tea< 
son  as  is  giTen  to  the'  first,  that  it  is  not  a  fair 
and  Ime  description  of  the  case.  It  treats  the 
resolntion  of  1834  as  if  it  were  a  judgment  of 
the  Senate  in  its  judicial  capacity  as  a  court  of 
impeachment,  when,  ia  truth,  it  is  nothing 
more  than  the  expression  of  an  opinion  in  ito 
character  of  a  deliberative  assembly.  It  is  no 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives,  since  it  neither  anticipates  nor 
predades  an  impeachment.  It  is  no  prf^acUea- 
tion  of  any  qoestion  which  might  come  before 
the  Senate  as  a  ooart  of  impeachment  since 
such  qnesticm  must  be  one  of  guilt ;  and  noth- 
ing of  the  kind  is  imputed  in  the  resolution. 
But  again :  if  all  this  were  true,  it  would  be 
no  reason  for  expunging,  or,  in  other  words, 
destroying  the  evidence  of  the  fact  that  sa^ii  a 
resolution  was  adopted. 

Bat,  sir,  we  come  now  to  the  sixth  reason, 
which  is  perhaps  the  true  motive,  though  not  a 
Justification  for  this  extraordinary  proceeding, 
and  a  gleam  of  light  is  thrown  upon  the  sub- 
ject, which  gives  it  color  and  complexion.  The 
sabstance  of  t^is  reason  is,  that  t^e  Preddent's 
protest  was  rejected,  and  not  permitted  to  be 
entered  upon  the  journal,  while  memorials  and 
petidons  aguost  him  were  dniy  and  honorably 
received.  Here  is  another  Instance  of  that 
conflict  with  other  reasons,  which  was  remark- 
ed npon  in  adverting  to  the  Uiird.  It  implies 
that,  if  the  protest  hod  been  received,  then  the 
resolve  shotdd  not  be  expunged.  But  with 
that  confusion  of  ideas  which  seems  to  charac- 
terize the  whole  preamble,  it  places  the  protest 
of  the  President  on  the  same  footing  with  pe- 
titions from  the  people.  The  President  de- 
manded that  his  protest  should  be  spread  upon 
the  journal,  which  he  had  no  right  to  do.  But, 
sDppo^ng  for  a  moment  that  he  had,  is  the  re- 
fttsu  a  reason  for  expunging  th9resolntion  to 
whioh  the  protest  has  reference.  The  people 
have  an  undoubted  right  to  express  tb«r  opm- 
ions  and  wishes,  in  toe  fonn  of  petitions  and 
memorisJs ;  but  the  President,  as  such,  has  no 
ri^t  to  notice  the  proceedings  of  any  othe;* 
branch  of  the  Government  in  the  form  of  a 
protest  It  is  no  part  of  the  functions  or  privi- 
leges of  executive  power  to  review  and  rebuke 
the  proceedings  of  the  Icgi^ative  or  judicial 
branches  of  the  Government,  The  aspect 
which  the  whole  subject  assumes,  in  contem- 

Jilating  this  reason,  is  that  of  retaliation.  It 
wks  like  offering  an  indignity  to  this  body,  by 
way  of  compensating  the  dight  of  executive 
power. 

The  seventh  and  eight  reasons  may  be  classed 
together,  and  resolve  themselves  into  the  gene- 
rd  aH^lion  that  the  said  resolve  was  inoppor- 
tune, of  evil  example,  and  dangerous  prece- 
dent; all  of  which,  being  a  mere  matter  of 
o^niODi  about  which  a  nir  difterenoe  mi^ 


arise,  conid  fhmish  no  reason  for  expunging  the 
resolve,  however  it  might  be  ni^ed  as  a  reason 
for  passing  a  counter-resolntion.  Wehavethos, 
rir,  gone  through  them  all,  and  do  not  find  one 
which  justifies  the  conclusion  that  the  resolu- 
tion shoold  be  expunged.  And  iJf  they  do  not 
singly  support  that  conclusion,  they  cannot  do 
it  collectively.  A  thousand  bad  reasons  hare 
no  more  force  than  one.  We  may  say,  then, 
of  this  preamble,  what  was  said  of  Gratiano's 
reasoning :  "  Gratiano  speaks  an  infinite  deal 
of  nothing ;  more  than  any  man  in  all  Venice ; 
his  reasons  are  as  two  grains  of  wheat  hid  in 
two  bushels  of  chaff;  you  shall  seek  all  day 
ere  you  find  them,  and  when  yon  have  thent, 
they  are  not  worth  the  search." 

But  it  is  aaii  the  Senate  bad  no  right  to  pass 
such  a  resolution ;  that  it  cannot  be  justified  as 
the  fair  exerdse  of  any  one  of  its  powers. 
Still,  it  may  be  answered,  it  is  a  fact  that  mtii 
a  resolntion  was  adopted,  and  the  objection 
involves  a  mere  difference  of  opinion,  which 
cannot  be  a  reason  for  destroying  the  evidence 
of  the  fact.  Bnt  as  to  the  right  itself,  I  think 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  existence,  when 
the  subject  is  folly  understood.  The  Senate, 
under  the  constitntion,  has  various  powers — 
legislative,  judicial,  and  executive.  The  error 
lies  m  attempting  to  discover  and  explain  the 
rj^ht  to  pass  such  a  resolntitm  in  Ulo  exercise 
of  any  of  these  powers. 

The  oMect  of  all  these  powers  is  the  modifi- 
cation of  some  social  or  politioal  right.  But 
the  Senate  is  a  deliberative  body,  an^  as  snch, 
must  have  opinions,  and  express  them.  It  is 
the  inherent  right  and  property  of  every  delib-  , 
erative  asaembfy  to  have  and  express  opinions, 
which  only  can  be  done  by  resolution.  A  res- 
olution of  thanks  cannot  be  traced  to  any  one 
of  these  powers ;  neither  can  a  resolution  of 
condolence ;  and  yet  no  one  ever  doobted  the 
right  to  pass  either  the  one  or  the  other.  If  it 
were  necessary  to  resort  to  the  oonstitntion  for 
any  express  or  implied  authority,  it  might  be 
found  in  the  seventh  section  of  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle, which,  in  its  last  paragraph,  aupposes 
tliat  there  are  other  rescdnnous  than  lef^uwve 
acts,  or  such  as  require  ihe  oononrrence  ctf  both 
Houses.  Bat  the  very  institntion  of  a  ddiber- 
ative  assembly,  .in  the  nature  of  things,  sup- 
poses and  involves  the  existence  of  opinions 
and  the  right  of  expresfdng  them.  The  powers 
of  such  an  assembly,  or,  in  other  words,  tiie 
control  which  it  may  exercise  over  the  social 
or  political  rights  of  others,  is  a  very  different 
matter,  and  de[>ends  on  the  provimons  of  the 
constitution  which  gives  it  existence.  Bnt  is 
it  not  somewhat  remarkable  that  those  who 
make  the  objection,  do  not  perceive  that  this 
very  expunging  reeolntitm  whu^  they  advoeate, 
presupposes  the  ri^t?  If  the  Senate  has  no 
right  to  pass  any  resolntikm  but  moli  aa  can  be 
traced  to  one  of  those  powers,  what  ri^  has 
it  to  pass  this  expm^jing  resolntion  f  Into  such 
absurdities,  sir,  will  men  fall  when  they  seek 
to  snatain,  by  reasoning,  a  ftlse  positSm.  The 
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right,  theiij  to  pass  sncb  a  resolatlon  I  take  to 
be  nnqnestionable,  and  the  exercise  of  it  may 
be,  at  times,  highly  expedient,  as  a  check  or 
caatdon  to  the  wantonness  or  heedleasness  of 
executive  power,  and  as  a  measure  short  of  im- 
peachment. But,  sir,  what  is  impeachment! 
A  farce,  a  nullity  1  It  is,  like  the  caft  of  the 
electoral  colleges,  an  abortion.  There  is  little 
danger  to  be  apprehended  but  from  a  popular 
Prudent ;  and  the  yerj  fact  of  his  being  such, 
nnder  the  party  onganizatioii  of  this  ooontry, 
Bupposes  the  fact  that  be  is  snstained  and  bup- 
ported  by  a  majority  of  the  body  in  whom  the 
unpeadiing  power  resides.  I  might  here,  nr, 
conclude  what  I  wished  to  say  in  relation  to 
the  matter  now  depending  before  the  Senate, 
baring,  as  I  think,  established  two  propositiona, 
which  cover  the  whole  ground :  first,  that  the 
Senate,  as  a  deliberative  assembly,  had  the 
right  to  pass  the  resolution  of  Harcb  28, 1834 ; 
aod,  secondly,  that,  whether  true  or  not  in 

Ct  of  fact,  we  have  no  right  to  expunge  it, 
use  the  joomal  is,  by  me  constitution,  a 
permanent  record.  I  will  further  incidentally 
ranark  that,  if  the  right  of  exponction  eziats, 
*  and  is  to  be  eetablisbed  by  this  precedent,  then 
a  Bubnqtieat  Senate  may  expunge  this  expung< 
ing  reeolation;  and  bo,  in  all  time  to  come, 
these  Buocesnve  expunctions  may  serve  to  indi- 
cate the  triumph  or  defeat  of  the  respective 
p<^tioaI  parties  of  the  ooanti7.  But  an  at^ 
tempt  has  bedn  made  to  sustain  this  measure 
by  a  resort  to  precedents.  Sir,  precedents  are 
tMf  no  authority  when  opposed  to  a  dear,  ascer- 
tained, settled  principle.  They  are  resorted  to 
in  doubtful  cases,  and  often  to  avoid  the  force ; 
of  principle.  It  is  easier,  at  all  times,  to  follow 
precedents  than  to  reason.  But,  sir,  above  all 
things,  precedents  drawn  from  a  period  of  revo- 
lotionJsach  as  that  referred  to  by  the  Senator 
from  Vir^ia,  Qii.  Bitks,)  are  of  no  weight 
in  a  time  profonnd  tranquillity,  when  securi- 
^  and  losnre  (^ve  cmportonUy  for  reflection, 
be  very  expeuenL  in  a  moment  of  nn- 
Kovemmoit  and  of  violence,  to  suppress 
tin  evwoioe  of  a  particular  proceeding ;  but 
<me  could  Boaroely  rely  upon  such  authority  for 
a  warrant  to  ocorapt  a  constitutional  record  in 
moments  of  security-  and  regular  government. 
And  yet  saoh  is  the  character  of  the  Senator's 
domestic  precedent.  As  to  his  English  prece- 
dents, they  are  of  no  value  on  a  question  like 
this,  whidi  does  not  depend  on  general  parlia- 
mentary practice,  bat  on  the  express  proviaona 
of  a  written  constitution,  which  has  directed 
tiie  keeping  of  a  journal,  and  contemplates  that 
journal  as  a  permanent  record. 
Wbm  Mr.  Batasd  had  oonohided, 
lib.  HinDHCEB  rase  and  iald  tbat^  at  this 
late  hour  of  tiie  day,  it  would  be  out  of  place 
to  attempt  an  a^c^^^i^t  ^  speech  to  the 
Senate ;  and  such  was  not  his  purpose,  in  the 
few  words  he  had  at  present  to  ss^.  It  had 
bem  his  intention,  some  time  ago,  to  have 
troubled  the  B^ate  with  his  views  somewhat 
atlarge  on  the  sal^ect;  but  he  would  content 
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himself  now  witii  saying  a  few  words;  and 
this  was  jMrhaps  neoMsary,  owing  to  the  pe- 
culiar position  he  occupied  in  relation  to  the 
proposition  before  the  Senate.  It  would  be 
recollected  that  he  had  voted  against  the  res- 
olution of  1834,  so  much  complained  of— the 
resolution  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  ex- 
punge from  the  journals  of  the  Senate.  He  did 
so  for  many  of  the  reasons  contained  in  the 
preamble  to  the  resolution  now  on  onr  tables. 
In  some  .of  the  reasons,  however,  contained  in 
that  preamble,  he  did  not  concur,  and  of  course 
could  not  vote  for  it.  For  some  of  the  reasons 
contuned  in  it  he  could  most  cheerfUly  vote. 
No  member  of  the  Senate  more  than  himself 
(stud  Mr.  H.)  regretted  the  passage  of  that  res- 
olution. Ko  one  could  have  been  more  oppos- 
ed to  it  He  viewed  it  as  an  apple  of  discord 
set  in  motion;  a  firebrand  thrown  into  the 
community,  calculated  to  do  more  harm  than 
any  other  measure  proposed  at  ^at  eventiiil 
session ;  and  he  now  believed  that  it  had  done 
more  harm  in  exciting  party  spirit  to  its  present 
dangerous  height  than  any  other  measure  which 
could  have  been  proposed.  The  danger  appre- 
hended to  the  constitution  by  this  act  m  ex- 
punging (sud  Hi.  H.)  is  a  ni^und  conseqnenoe 
of  the  measure  (^1884;  as  much  so  as  that  one 
act  of  violence  should  succeed  another.  A 
party  in  power  to-day^  and  who  shall  use  that 
power  indiscreetly,  will  be  sure  to  meet  with 
retaliation,  as  soon  as  the  oppo^te  party  shall 
triumph.  Hence,  violent  measures  of  this  kind 
are  as  sure  to  succeed  each  other,  in  the  tauta- 
tions  of  party  power,  as  efibct  is  to  follow 
cause. 

Much,  however,  as  he  was  opposed  to  the 
resolution  of  1834,  he  could  not  vote  to  expunge 
it  from  the  journals.  That  was  a  question,  in 
his  opinion,  having  nothing  to  do  with  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  ori^nal  proportion. 
The  question  before  the  Bmate  was  one  ct 
power  to  expunge  theJoiu^iu>li  no  matter  what 
jounml  it  might  be.  He  fhongnt  no  snch  power 
existed  in  th%  Senate,  nor  anywhere  else ;  uid 
his  oath  to  support  the  Oonstatntion  of  the  Uidt- 
ed  States  was  imperative,  and  prohibited  him 
from  giving  any  such  vote,  whatever  miqr  have 
been  his  opinion  of  the  resolation  proposed  to 
be  expnnged.  It  was,  in  his  view  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  much  a  duty  to  keep  and  preserve 
the  journals  of  unconstitutional  proceedings,  if 
such  there  be,  as  of  any  otEer.  Oar  constitu- 
ents have  as  much  right  to  know  our  bad  acts 
OS  our  good  ones ;  because  it  is  for  tiiese  they 
will  caU  usto  account;  anditwonld  be  strange 
doctrine,  that  we  could  sliield  ourselvea  from 
responsibility  by  expun^ng  the  jonmals.  The 
ailment,  then,  of  the  Senator  from  Fenmiyl- 
vania,  that  the  resolution  of  1884  was  unctxisti- 
tntional,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  expunged, 
did  not  in  the  least  relieve  his  mind.  He  un- 
derstood, too,  that  this  was  the  basis  of  the 
votes  of  other  members  of  the  Senate  in  favor 
of  expunging.  Much  as  he  distmproved  of  the 
resolution  of  1684^  he  believed  Uutt  it  was  oon- 
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stHutioiial,  and  that  it  was  such  a  proportion 
as  tLe  Senate  might  entertain  and  admit  He 
saw  nothing  nnoonstitntional  about  it.  It  might, 
or  it  might  not,  be  considered  an  abstract  prop- 
osition. It  had,  indeed,  remained  as  a  mere  de- 
claratory expression  of  the  Senate,  bnt  it  might 
have  been  the  bass  of  le^dation.  Whether  it 
be  tme  or  false  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  Those 
who  voted  for  it  nnqnestionablr  believed  its 
affirmations  to  be  tme.  They  believed  that  the 
President  had,  in  relation  to  the  revenne,  exer- 
cised aathority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitntiou  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both.  He,  who  voted  against  it,  believed  that 
the  anthonty  and  power  ezeroised  by  the  Pres- 
ident was  not  in  derogaiUon  of  the  oonstitatxon 
and  laws ;  and,  however  mnch  he  dissented  on 
tlie  groond  of  e:q>edienOT  trom  that  which  had 
been  done,  he  never  doubted  the  constitntional 
and  legal  power  of  tibe  President  to  do  what  he 
did. 

It  had  been  s^d  (contlnaed  }fr.  H.)  that  the 
resolution  of  1834  contains  impeachable  matter 
against  the  President,  and  tha^  on  this  account, 
it  is  not  entitled  to  a  place  on  the  Journals  He 
did  not  think,  however,  that  it  confined  any 
impeachable  matter.  It  charged  no  ^11  or  cor- 
rtipt  intention,  which  was  the  essential  ii^re- 
dient  of  impeadiable  matter.  He  referred  to 
the  case  of  Peek's  trial  before  the  Senate,  and 
stated  Hiat  the  absence  of  proof  oi  conrapt  in- 
tention was  the  basis  of  his  acquittal  by  the 
Senate.  This  had  been  l^e  reason  of  his  own 
vote  of  acquittal ;  and  his,  he  had  good  reason 
to  belief  was  the  ba^  of  votes  of  acquittal 
generally. 

In  voting  against  expunging,  he  did  not  vote 
to  affirm  the  truth  of  the  resolution  of  1884. 
He  bad  already  stated  the  reverse.  He  believed 
that  the  President  had  the  power,  whatever  he 
might  think  of  its  exercise,  under  the  circum- 
staaces  of  that  case.  But  his  opinion  that  the 
resolution  proposed  to  be  expuoged  was  and  is 
untrue,  had  nothing  to  do  with  his  duty  in  the 
presmt  ease,  and  could  not,  In  any  degree,  in- 
fluence his  rote.  The  Senate  had  no  power  to 
expunge  the  Journals.  He  could,  wiuumt  the 
least  cuffioulty,  vote  upon  the  Journals  ot  tiie 
present  session  a  resolution  to  rescind  that  of 
1834,  or  to  aflarm  a  contrary  proposition.  This, 
while  it  would  clearly  assert  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  in  relation  to  the  prooeeduus  of  1884, 
would  not  obliterate  the  Journals  of  that  day, 
and  would  have  all  the  effect  of  the  mode 
proposed. 

Mr.  Stbangb  said :  I  am  not  unconsoions  of 
the  disadvantages  under  which  I  labor,  in  ad- 
dressing the  Senate  at  this  late  period ;  but  it 
has  been  properly  remarked,  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  that  we  are  engaged  in  no  ephem- 
eral teansaetion;  that  this  night's  work  is  not 
to  pass  awi^  witit  the  oooasioa ;  it  is  not  to  be 
consigned  at  once  "  to  tbe  tomb  ttf  the  Oapu- 
lets  "  with  tfain^  unworthy  of  remembrance. 
All  connected  with  the  matter  under  oouMder- 
atiott  are  doomed  to  immortali^i  for  good  ot 
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for  evil ;  and  as  it  Is  my  dntiny  and  my  pur- 
pose to  appropriate'  an  humble  leaf  from  this 
fadeless  wreath,  to  resone  from  oblivion  a  name 
which  would  omerwise  be  forgotten  when  the 
individual  who  bears  it  shall  cease  to  breath& 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  explanation  of 
my  course,  not  with  the  vain  hope  of  their 
being  as  immortal  as  the  act  they  accompany, 
but  merely  for  the  temporary  satisfaction  of 
.  my  personal  acquaintances.  I  am  aware  that 
this  subject  has  been  treated  with  singular  abil- 
ity on  both  sides  of  this  hall,  and  may,  perhaps, 
be  thought  exhausted ;  bnt  as,  in  some  respects, 
my  views  differ  condderably  from  any  I  have 
heretofore  heard  advanced,  I  take  t^e  liberty  of 
ofiiering  them.  It  is  the  more  proper  I  should 
do  so,  as,  la  a  motion  I  shall  takd  oooadon  to 
make  before  I  At  down^  I  might  otherwise  sub- 
ject myself  to  the  misapprehension  both  of 
friends  and  foes,  (without  meaning,  however, 
to  use  the  latter  term  in  its  moet  cMffensiTe 
sense.) 

The  Senator  from  South  Oarolina,  who  dis* 
coursed  so  eloquently  upon  this  subject  the 
other  day,  was  pleased  to  say,  facetiously,  that 
those  who  vote  for  this  expunging  resolution 
will  be  placed  on  "  a  bad  eminence,"  damned 
to  a  fame  like  that  of  Eratostratns,  who  de- 
stroyed by  fire  one  of  the  seven  wonders  of  the 
world,  the  Ephedan  temple  of  Dhma:  and 
donbtlesB  the  same  vild  nnor  vhieh  led  him 
to  this  condnsi<ni,  has  plctorea  for  himself  and 
his  aasodates  a  claa^o  reputation  like  that  of 
the  celebrated  Boman  conspirators,  who  slew  a 
Gbsbt  in  the  Oapitol.  He^pily,  however,  the 
latter  parallel  fails  In  most  important  particu- 
lars; for  the  ancients  actually  wrought  the 
phyuoal  dMth  of  a  usurps,  while  the  modems 
have  only  attempted  the  nunral  death  of  a  par 
triot. 

X  r^^t  that  those  who  framed  the  preamble 
affixed  to  this  resolution  have  thought  proper 
to  make  it  so  long,  not  on  account  of  its  hav- 
ing fiimished  a  subject  of  wit  to  the  Senator 
frran  Kentucky,  bnt  beoaose  it  has  alrMdj 
thrown  diffionlliea  in  the  way  ctf  some,  and  u 
still  likely  to  throw  dlffioultiSB  in  tiie  wtj  oH 
myself  and  others  fHend^  to  the  resrintion 
itself.  That  delicate  maohine,  the  human  mind, 
formed  by  an  invirib^  hand,  is  exceedingly 
subtile  in  its  operations,  and,  like  the  watches 
which  occupied  the  attention  of  that  sreat  mon- 
arch, Oharles  Y.  of  Germany,  after  nis  retire- 
ment from  the  cares  of  empire,  no  two  will 
operate  precisely  alike.  Many  minds  may 
come  to  a  similar  conclusion ;  but,  in  the  pro- 
cesses by  which  they  arrive  at  it,  ViU  probably 
all  vary  in  a  greater  or  lees  degree.  This  u 
found  to  be  the  case  in  the  most  simple  and 
familiar  matters,  and  still  more  so  In  thoee  of 
complication  and  rare  ooonrroioe.  I  wkh  some 
reference  ooold  have  been  had,  in  framing  this 
preamble,  to  the  advice  of  a  celebrated  states- 
man, to  a  Judge  then  recently  appointed  to  one 
of  the  Bntish  provinces.  "  Decide,"  said  he^ 
aocordlnf^to  your  Judgmnt  of  whatiaright^ 
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but  give  no  reasons  for  your  dedd(m.  Thou- 
Bands  may  approve  the  one,  who  will  not  con- 
onr  with  yon  in  the  other."  Begardlees  of  this 
prodfflit  coonsel,  many  reasons  are  offered  in 
this  preamble  for  the  nltimate  conclouon  that 
it  is  right-to  ezj>mige  from  the  jonrnal  of  the 
Senate  the  obnozioosreeolation  01  Hard],  1884; 
and  among  ^em  it  is  stated  that  the  said  reso- 
lnti(Hi  was  nuoonstitationaL  In  this  reason  I 
Mimot  oonoor,  becanae  I  do  not  unite  ia  the 
opinion  that  it  is  founded  in  fact.  I  cannot, 
theref(H^  ccnudenlionsly  put  it  forth  in  this 
fonual  manner,  as  oonstitating  a  portion  of  the 
bans  of  an  important  action  in  which  I  am  de- 
Bibrons  to  imite.  An  act,  according  to  my  va.- 
derstanding,  la  nnoonstitutional,  which  is  pro- 
hibited, in  express  terms,  by  the  constatntion, 
or  which  is  done  in  substantial  omission  of 
Bomething  commanded  by  it  Kow,  I  do  not 
find  in  the  constitntion  any  prohibition  upon 
tbe  Senate  from  uttering  an  opinion,  coUectiTcly 
or  individually,  upon  any  subject  whatsoever. 
I  agree  that  the  oonatitatioa  only  expressly  au- 
tiioriaes  them  to  paform  certain  legislative, 
ttnoatave^  and  jndlraal  ftinctions,  and  prescribes 
the  mode,  to  a  certain  ezt^t,  in  which  they 
shall  perform  them,  and  that  a  performance  of 
these  acts  in  any  substantial  dtsr^ard  of  this 
preemption  woidd  be  unconstitutional,  while 
all  acts  done,  not  mentioned  or  distinctly  re- 
ferred to  in  the  oongtitation,  are  done  without 
its  warrant.  But,  then,  the  constitution  has  not 
taken  away,  so  far  as  the  matter  under  consid- 
^ation  is  conoemed,  that  right  which,  in  a 
atate  of  natore,  all  men  derived  from  the  j^od 
who  made  them,  to  utter  their  thoughts,  as  in- 
dividnals  or  collectively,  however  assembled, 
npon  things  in  generaL   Kestrictions  upon  this 

Eivilege  are  certainly  to  be  fonnd  in  the  Divine 
w  itself^  and  in  the  many  maidms  of  propriety 
vhioh  society  has,  from  time  to  time,  and  in 
Tarions  ways,  laid  down  for  the  government  of 
its  members.  But  I  deny  that  the  Constitn- 
tion of  the  United  States  has  I^d  down  any  re- 
■triotion  applicable  to  the  present  case,  and 
would  in  vam  ask  for  its  production.  I  know 
that,  in  disputing  the  soondneas  of  this  reoson 
Mt  forth  in  tbe  j^reamble,  I  encounter  the  opin- 
ions of  many  wise  men,  for  whom  I  have  the 
profonndeet  respect.  Bnt,  while  this  furnishes 
me  with  a  stxong  and  only  reason  for  doubting 
the  Boondness  of  my  own  view,  it  will  not  jus- 
tiiy  me  in  asserting  that  as  a  truth  of  which  I 
am  not  oonvinoed ;  and  still  less  that  to  which 
mr  own  Aooltles  alh^^iher  refbse  their  assent 
Inien  a  maa  undertakes  to  assert  any  thing 
deliberatelj.'he  nmst  do  so  npon  his  own  oon- 
vioCton,  and  not  upon  the  mere  opinions  ot 
others.  Those  who  insist  upon,  the  anconstita- 
tionality  of  the  resolution  of  188^  treat  it  as 
an  actual  impeachment  of  the  President,  with- 
out having  waited  for  the  accusation  constitu- 
timially  pr^ierred  by  the  House  of  Bepreseuta- 
tives.  If  I  could  admit  or  perceive  the  fact 
Ibat  the  resolution  of  1884  was  an  impeachment 
of  tbe  Prudent,  in  the  techuioai  sense  of  that 
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word,  I  should  have  do  difficulty  in  uniting  in 
the  conolnsion  that  it  was  a  palpable  violation 
of  the  oonstitution.  But  impeachment,  as  used 
in  the  constitution,  is  a  technical  term,  and  all 
that  enters  into  the  technical  ideas  embraced 
in  the  term  must  exist  to  make  it  applicable. 
A  number  of  unanthoriaed  persons  may  pro- 
nonnoe  a  man  guilty  of  an  <m'ence,  bnt  no  one 
for  that  reason  would  say  that  he  had  been 
tried.  If  a  Judge  goes  into  court,  and,  wl&ont 
the  finding  of  an  indictment,  or  any  otW 
formal  accusation  against  a  person,  directs  an 
entry  to  be  made  upon  the  record  that  he  is 
gailty  of  a  certain  offence,  it  could  not  be  sud 
uiat  he  had  been  tried.  The  substantial  part 
of  an  impeat^ment  or  trial  is  the  punishment 
consequent  upon  being  found  guilty ;  and  no 
matter  by  wnat  name  a  proceeding  may  be 
called,  it  does  not  meet  the  idea  embraced  in 
these  expres^oDS,  either  in  laws  or  constitu- 
tions, if  conviction  upon  it  does  not  involve 
punishment  as  a  rtu^ular  consequence.  In  the 
proceeding  referred  to  in  the  Senate,  there 
was  oondemnatiom,  but  it  was  not  a  oonaemna- 
tion  which  drew  after  it  punishment,  or  in  pur- 
suance which  punishment  could  have  beep 
inflicted,  tfln  matters  of  this  sort,  names  are 
things ;  and  whenever  we  suffer  ot^Wlves  to  1^ 
drawn  away  from  their  accepted  significations, 
we  cast  onreelves  upon  a  wide  ocean  of  uncer- 
ttuQty,  and  our  minds,  like  a  vessel,  however 
richly  freighted,  without  compass  or  polar  star, 
can  never  calculate  on  ultimately  reaching  any 
place  of  security.  To  say  that  the  Senate  im- 
peached tiie  President  in  the  resolution  of  1S84, 
IS,  in  my  judgment,  a  pure  assumption ;  and  ii: 
the  resolution  was  not  an  impeachment,  no  one 
contends,  I  believe,  that  it  was  a  literal  vio- 
lation of  the  oonsUtution.  Bat  it  is  in^ted 
that,  if  not  4  Uteral  isolation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, the  resolution  of  1884  was  a  violation  of 
its  spirit  I  belong,  Hr.  President,  to  a  class 
of  politicians,  and  I  am  proud  to  say^  so,  who 
deny  that  the  oonstitution  has  my  spirit  like 
Shylock's  bond,  we  hold  that  whatever  is  not 
found  in  itj  cannot  be  claimed  under  it ;  its 
grants  and  its  prohibitions  are  such,  as  that  he 
who  reads  may  perceive  them,  and  no  artful 
constructionist  is  at  liberty  to  stretch  it  to  his 
putposes,  or  to  hammer  it  out,  like  gold  lea^ 
until  it  covers  the  universe.  Believing,  then, 
that  the  Senate  was  exercising  no  constitutional 
fanction  in  their  vote  of  censure  upcm  the 
Plreeident;  and  that  in  all  other  matters  the 
constitution  leaves  to  them,  unimpaired,  all 
their  natural  ri^ls  ot  expressing  their  opin- 
ions, in  whatever  way  assembled,  and  npon 
any  suyeot,  I  cannot  concur  in  the  reason 
assigned  for  e^on^g  tiie  resolution  of  1884, 
that  it  was  an  unconstitutional  act  But  in 
thus  differing  with  my  friends,  &nd  making  this 
conoesdon  to  the  opposition,  I  think  I  am  very 
far  from  weakening  the  cause  of  the  former, 
and  am  presenting  the  latter  with  a  Trojan 
horse ;  in  admitti^  that  their  act  was  not  un- 
constitational,  I  sweep  away  at  a  breath  the 
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whole  gopewbroatute  behind  whkih  l3ie<^KMer8 
of  expuDCttodi  have,  u  ^bof  seem  to  ooseaTe, 
seenrely  enscwoed  thenudTes.  Bnt  of  tUa 

and  by. 

Althongh  the  resoltitioa  of  18M  be  not  nn- 
constitutionalf  nor  in  violation  of  the  E^irit  of 
the  oonstitation^  it  may  jet  invade  a  Bpuit  and 
violate  an  anthoritv  even  superior  to  the  con- 
stitatdoD,  and  abundant  reasons  may  renuun  for 
its  ezponetion ;  and  it  is  my  purpose  to  show 
that  it  ought  to  be  expunged  for  its  impro- 
priety, its  dangerous  tendency,  it3  inJnstiGe, 
and  ite  falsehood.  And  here  altoir  me  to  ^1- 
<^2e  for  the  strong  language  Z  must  oocasion- 
ally  use.  during  the  progress  of  these  remarks, 
alUiongh  feeling,  as  I  do,  great  deference  for 
those  whose  acta  I  am  condemning,  and  con- 
sc^ons  that  I  am  myself  as  prone  to  inflrmify 
as  any  man.  Bnt  I  must  speak  plainly;  and 
therefore  I  say,  in  the  first  place,  tnat  the  reso- 
lution of  18S4  was,  in  my  Judgment,  the  most 
flagrant  violation  of  proprie^  ever  perpetrated 
by  a  high,  honorable,  and  dignified  body.  To 
recar  to  an  illnstratlon  ah^ady  used,  suppose 
a  jndge  urives  at  a  certain  place,  where  he  is 
to  hold  a  court  of  criminal  jnrisdiotion,  and, 
among  other  things,  he  learns  that  a  particnlar 
indtyulnal  la  ohargisd  with  aome  oapitai  oflEeace ; 
he  hears  the  «  P<f^  statements  01  nmutr,  and 
makes  up  his  opmion  that  the  person  is  guilty. 
Kot  satisfied  with  this,  whm  he  ent^  the 
court-house,  he  calls  upon  the  olerlc  solemnly 
to  declare  npon  the  record  that  soch  a  peraon 
is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  preriding  Judge,  cer- 
tainly guilty  of  such  a  specific  offence.  It  is 
true  the  grand  jury  have  found  no  bill,  the 
alleged  offender  has  not  even  been  apprehended, 
no  voice  has  been  heard  in  his  defence,  and  no 
punishment  could  follow  the  prejudication. 
Vet  would  it  not  be  an  act  of  the  grossest  and 
most  flagrant  vids^ion  ot  Jndioiu  promie^? 
'Ifoiild  not  pabUo  execration  overwhelm  tibe 
wretch  who  nad  perpetrated  It,  and  hnrl  him 
tnm  the  station  he  had  degraded? 

In  the  case  of  the  sin^e  Jttdc|e,  every  one  is 
Btrook  at  onoe  with  the  glanng  impropriety  of 
his  conduct.  And  is  that  impropriety  ht  all 
diminished  because  perpetrated  by  numbers  1 
Are  there  not,  in  fact,  features  in  the  principal 
case  even  more  oppressive  than  in  the  one  by 
which  I  have  attempted  to  illustrate  it  t  In  the 
case  of  the  judge,  he  tries  the  culprit  by  a  rigid, 
well-defined  law,  and  can  make  nothing  a  soh- 
Jeot  of  punishment  which  the  law  has  not 
expressly  declared  eo ;  and,  in  the  application 
of  Cm^  to  the  law,  is  dependent  on  a  Jury  for 
the  finding  of  those  facts,  and  can  assume 
nothiu  wnioh  the  jury  do  not  expready  find. 
HttttaTbiaB.  therefore,  or  prejudication  on  hia 
part|it  wonld  seem,  oould  not  be  attended  with 
any  great  degree  of  mischief.  And  yet  tiie 
common  sense,  and,  I  may  add,  the  common 

grinciples  of  mankind,  revolt  at  the  ali^test 
idication  of  such  bias  or  prejudication.  But 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  are  jndges  both 
of  law  and      ;  naf,  to  a  great  ezteot,  th^ 
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make  the  law  hf  whh^  the  pencm  diarged  ia 
to  be  tried.  What  volume  coiriilns  a  recital 
of  the  acts  for  which  the  FruidMit  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  other  public  o£Boer,  is 
subject  to  impeadmientV  There  Is  no  socli 
volume.  -  Any  misdemeanor  in  office  will  war* 
rant  impeachment  and  oonvioticHi;  and  what 
is  such  misdemeanor  is  left  to  the  mere  dis- 
cretion of  the  Senate,  and  they  promnlge  the 
law  at  the  very  moment  that  they  pronounce 
the  guilt  of  its  infiraction  ?  It  is  ouy  necessary 
for  the  House  of  BepresentatlveB  to  charge  the 
offence,  and  the  Senate  hare  then  the  nnoon- 
trolled  right  to  decide  the  two  questions,  wheth- 
er the  facts  exist ;  and  if  so,  whether  they  are 
the  subjects  of  pnnidmient.  Buraty,  a  tritnmal 
so  oonstituted  ought,  of  all  others,  to  keep  its 
fkonlties  uninfluenced  by  rashly  expressed  opin* 
ions.  Bnt  the  worst  feature  of  impro|Miety 
yet  remidns  to  be  considered.  Itis  a  geoeral 
principle,  that  no  roan  can  be  a  judge  in  a  cause 
where  he  has  an  interest ;  bnt  some  tribunala 
are  so  constituted  that  this  wholesome  principle 
oannot  always  be  fq>plied.  In  such  a  case,  it 
would  seem  that  a  Judge  so  ntnated  wotO^ 
^>oTe  all  others,  feel  most  powerfnlly  reatn^ea 
feom  allowing  himself  any  indulgence  in  pre- 
vious expresBums  of  opinions  which  might  pre- 
judice the  person  chai^ied,  or  from  preniatmely 
evindng the  8tr«igth(n  his  own  bias.  Andyet 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the  constitu- 
tional tribunal  for  the  trial  of  the  President  fot 
unconstitutional  acts,  prqudges  him  In  amatter 
in  which  Individual  Senators  have  a  personal 
interest.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  their  per- 
sonal interest  was  enlisted  by  golden  bribes^ 
reoeived  in  the  shape  of  fees,  or  otherwise, 
fivm  the  Unit^  States  Bank ;  although  su<^ 
things  have  Iteen  said,  I,  for  one,  do  not  believe 
them.  I  do  not  think  that  such  was  the  in- 
teveat  tiiey  felt  in  tiie  question.  No ;  a  nobler 
passion  bunded  them  to  the  imtm^ety  of  the 
act  they  were  committing ;  a  pasuon  which  haa 
been  called  the  vice  of  great  minds;  a  pasrim 
planted  in  the  human  breast  ibr  the  wiaeBt 

Snrposes ;  but  one  of  the  most  dangerous  and 
esolating,  where  it  gains  nnhallowed  mastery. 
A  great  political  sti^  had  been  waging  for 
years,  ana  talent  and  wealth,  and  every  other 
engine  of  homan  power,  had  been  employed  in 
its  progress.  Ko  machine  had  been  so  power- 
ful  as  the  United  States  Bank  in  oondudng  to 
the  spread  of  opinions,  upon  whose  success  the 
party  to  which  these  Senators  belonged,  believed 
Its  own  trinmph,  and  the  welfare  of  the  natioik 
to  depend.  To  these  opinions  Senators  haa 
subsoribed  In  the  most  dedded  and  publie 
manner,  and  upon  them  had  staked  their  nopea 
of  renown  and  vordly  distinction.  They  were 
Of^posed  by  the  administration,  and  a  stem, 
nnyiddii^  fh>nt  presented  by  it  to  their  ad^ 
vance.  For  this  the  President  had  been  strong- 
ly denounced,  and  Senators  themselves  had  not 
been  backward  in  breathing  upon  the  wavea  of 
oppodtion,  and  stirring  them  into  rage;  and, 
finally,  In  the  tamnlt  of  this  wflttwiirot,  fatgub- 


MBATBB  OP  C05aBB88. 


Digitized  by  Google 


140 


ABBIBGMENT  OF  THB 


fill  of  the  higkf  honorable,  and  delicate  pro- 
priety which,  as  men  aod  individnala,  has  ever 
charaoterized  thnn,  and  th^  elevated  standing 
as  the  coQfltitalional  triers  of  the  President,  they 
commanded  his  guilt  io  be  recorded  before  mj 
legal  aooHser  had  oome  forward,  and  in^giuuitly 
refused  to  hear  Us  defence.  Am  I  not  warrant- 
ed, under  these  cironmstanoea,  in  prononndng 
the  aot  one  of  gross  and  flagrant  impropriety? 

Bat  I  have  said  it  is  an  act  dangerous  in  its 
tenden^  as  a  precedent,  and  for  that  reason 
ooriit  to  be  expunged.  The  ouistitatifHi  has 
pcHnted  out  the  mode  in  vfaloh  the  differoit 
oranohes  of  the  Government  are  mntoally  to 
check  and  balance  each  othw,  and  nowhwe  Is 
this  informal  mode  of  expressing  dis^probaldon 
adverted  to  as  one  oi  mem.  Orimuwtion  In- 
variably leads  to  reoriminalitm.  The  beginning 
of  strife  has  been  aptly  compared  in  the  scrip- 
tures to  the  letting  out  of  waters ;  the  n^:ural 
result  is,  that  every  thing  valuable  within  its 
reach  is  earned  away  in  its  desolating  sweep. 
"One  word,"  in  homely  adage,  "brings  on 
another ; "  and  whether  the  sbife  of  tongues 
begins  between  two  old  wives  at  the  fish  manet, 
or  the  Preeident  and  Senate,  anger  qnickly  sub- 
does  all  the  DoUer  fiwnilties  d  the  mind,  and 
tmnatoral  and  onel  waiftn  is  the  {wobable  re- 
■olt  ApnntioaliUnsiratkuof thisideaisftar^ 
nished  in  the  dvil  wars  of  En^^and,  already 
alluded  to  by  the  SenatOT  from  Oonnectiout 
A  strife,  in  which  all  ^iM  tiea  <^  family  and  kin- 
dred were  ^flsdved,  and  the  nearest  and  the 
dearest  brought  to  quench  a  savage  thirst  in 
each  other's  blood,  originated  in  an  undignified 
war  of  words  between  the  King  and  the  Par- 
liament. If  the  pruidple  be  e^iblished  that  it 
is  proper  for  one  branch  of  the  GovemmenL 
assembled  as  such,  (but  in  a  manner  so  informal 
as  to  leave  it  a  matter  of  contest  whethw  it  is 
an  official  act  or  not,)  to  condemn  the  acts  of 
another,  l^e  most  fiauful  oonseqaenoes  mnat  be 
apprehended.  If  the  Senate  may  infimnally 
condemn  the  FresideoL  ao  it  m^  the  House  of 
Bepreeentatives,  and  the  House  of  Bepreeent- 
atives  the  Senate.  Scenes  most  then  originate 
which,  if  carried  ont  far  into  practice,  would 
degrade  the  nation  in  the  eyes  of  strangers,  and 
-add  umoh  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  tenure  by 
which  domestic  quiet  is  retuned.  The  princi- 
ple is  th»efOT6  dangerous  in  the  extreme,  and 
ought  to  be  most  promptly  discountenanced. 

I  nive,  as  a  third  reason  for  exponnng  the 
resolution  of  1884,  that  it  is  nmust.  It  is  true 
the  then  President  of  the  TJiiIted  States  still 
retains  his  office,  and  no  removal  can  take  place 
in  oonsequenoe  of  the  amdemnatiMi  therein  ex- 
presaed ;  yet  its  obviona  and  dealflied  tendency 
must  bvre  beoi  to  degrade  the  Ouef  Ua^^strate 
in  the  ey^  of  the  country.  Want  of  primnple, 
or  want  of  capacity,  is  the  alternative  left  to 
him  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  belieye  this 
Mooaation  to  be  true.  Tbe^  must  either  pro- 
nonnoe  him  a  sacrilegious  violator  of  tiie  con- 
stitution of  his  coun^,  or  a  very  incompetent 
•Judge  of  its  proviricuu.   "Snrdy,"  it  W04ild  be 
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s^  by  all  whose  knowledge  of  afiiiiirs  did  not 
induce  them  to  look  beyond  the  mere  suzfina 
of  this  transaction,  the  Senate  would  not  have 
thus  harshly  condemned  the  President  for  some 
slight  oversight,  for  some  small  misapprehen- 
sion of  duty,  into  which  any  man  might 
have  fallen.  No  I  no  I  it  la  some  grave  matter, 
in  which  the  constitution  has  been  so  grossly 
violated  that  none  but  a  rash,  headstrong,  an- 
principled  men,  who  heeded  not,  or  an  igno- 
ramusj  too  dull  to  pwodve,  oould  have  been 
the  aetw."  This  is  the  natural  omujlndon; 
and  what  a  dilemma  for  one  to  be  reduced  to 
in  this  land,  where  popular  opinion  is  to  a  pub- 
lic man  the  breath  of  his  nosbilal  That  the 
Senate,  availing  itself  of  its  umally  Just  title  to 
public  oonfldenoe.  should  denounce  a  man,  an- 
dted  and  unheard,  aa  a  violator  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion  of  his  countiT',  whom  the  popular  voice 
had  pronounced  most  worthy,  among  the  mil- 
lions of  American  citizens,  to  fill  the  most  dig- 
nified and  re^nrible  trust,  is,  to  my  apprehen- 
sion,, the  groraest  insult  to  the  puhUc  sense  of 
justice  I  have  ever  witnessed.  Very  few,  but 
the  very  individual  agunst  whom  it  was  di- 
rected, who  would  not  have  rank  beneath  it. 

But  this  otfjeotion  to  the  ireacdntion  oi  1884 
depends  altc^fether  for  sopiwrt  npon  another, 
wuoh  I  come  now  to  conoder,  embracing,  in 
fact,  the  pith  of  this,  controversy ;  and  that  is, 
as  I  have  said,  its  falsehood,  ^d  here,  again, 
I  must  apologize  for  tite  harshness  of  the  term 
used,  from  the  neoesdt7 1  am  under  to  spe^ 
plainly,  not  meaning  for  a  moment  to  apply  it 
to  tiie  individual  veracity  of  those  who  voted 
for  that  resolution.  There  majr  be  falsehood 
in  a  legal  condnaion,  however  smcere  the  man 
who  arrives  at  it ;  and  whenever  one  comes  to 
the  conclusion  that  certain  acts  are  unconstitn- 
tional,  all  who  differ  with  him  must  believe  his 
oon6Iii8i<Hi  fidse,  whatever  terms  they  may  adopt 
to  exjffess  their  dissent.  About  tue  aeta  done 
by  tiib  Frendent,  in  reference  to  whidi  this  rea* 
olutlon  was  adopted,  there  la  no  controversy ; 
but  tiiat  thoee  acts  were  unconstitutional  is,  in 
my  Judgment,  most  falsdy  asserted  by  the  res- 
olution ;  the  position  is  so  false,  so  grox  a 
perversion  of  the  constitution,  that  it  ought 
never  to  have  been  taken ;  such  a  dangerous 
misrepresentation  of  that  sacred  instrument, 
that  it  ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  be  annihi- 
lated, and  treated  as  though  it  had  never  been. 
It  is  so  palpably  erroneous,  tiiat  I  caDOot  per- 
suade myself  that  any  man  of  common  sense  or 
common  honestoT,  whose  mind  was  perfectly 
free  from  previous  bias,  oould  for  a  moment 
countenance  It.  Bat  when,  as  I  believe,  under 
the  impulse  of  excited  feelings,  and  in  the  Uind- 
ness  of  party  strife,  It  has  received  the  sanction 
of  the  Swiate,  I  am  nnwiUiog  it  should  remaii^ 
to  shed  its  deceptive  light  npon  future  ages,  and 
mislead  others  to  their  ruin.  At  the  time  this 
resolution  was  adopted,  I  had  not  the  honor  <^ 
a  seat  in  this  body ;  but  I  was  a  lover  of  my 
country,  and  felt  a  deep  solicitnde  for  every- 
thing oonneoted  with  its  interests,  I  then,  m- 
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lleTod,  aod  do  still  beHeve,  Ha  Senate  »  body 
snrpassed  by  noite  on  earth  in  dignity,  and  my 
eye  was  turned  anxiously  apon  its  movement*. 
KoTQor  had  g^Ten  ont  that  this  resolution  was 
to  be  brought  forward ;  I  was  not  ignorant  of 
the  olecnring  eSecta  of  Mssicm  upon  the  dear- 
est intellect ;  and  yet  I  did  thiok  the  constita- 
tiondity  of  the  F^ident's  action  to  obriouB 
that  it  was  impossible  to  blink  it.  I  confess, 
when  I  first  heard  the  removal  of  the  depodts 
announced,  I  was  startled  by  the  boldness  of 
tiie  measure,  but  I  did  not  for  a  moment  doubt 
the  constitutionality  of  the  act.  I  was  apjnre- 
hensive  that  the  Ftesidrait  had  so  far  outrun 
public  opinion,  it  would  never  overtake  him ; 
and  his  administratioQ,  deprived  of  that  essen- 
tial support,  would  no  longer  be  useful  to  the 
country.  llila  was  the  extent  d  my  alann, 
Oontrary  to  my  expectation,  however,  the  Sen- 
ate has  pnnxounoed  the  act  nnoonstitationa], 
and  it  is  not  sufficient  for  us  to  make  a  mere 
negation,  without  reasoning  the  matter  a  little. 
I  am  well  aware,  sir,  that  Uie  idea  of  the  xmity 
of  the  Executive  has  not  been  opposed  only,  but 
has  been  actually  turned  into  ridicTde.  But 
the  day  has  gone  by  when  ridicule  was  the  ac- 
knowledged test  of  truth ;  it  has  been  found  to 
level  its  shafts  with  equal  success  agdnst  sub- 
jects the  lightest  nnd  the  gravest — against  the 
phantnns  of  falBchood,  and  the  most  solemn  re- 
alities. Of  the  unity  of  the  executive  branch 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  we 
need  look  no  fiuiher  for  evidence  tban  tiie  oon- 
stitation  itself,  which  declares  "  the  executive 
power  shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America."  He  is  in  fEict  the 
only  executive  officer  created  by  the  constitution, 
all  others  owing  their  existence  to  the  legi^a- 
tive  power  of  Oongress.  ' 

La  1800,  but  a  few  ^ears  after  this  constitu- 
tion was  formed,  and  its  original  plan  and  d^ 
faga  was  fresh  in  the  memory  of  all,  the  unity 
of  the  Executive  is  distinctly  reoogDized,  in  a 
paper  drawn  up  with  great  care  and  delibera- 
tion, for  the  express  purpose  of  staying  the 
waves  of  faderal  power,  imean  Vr.  Madison^s 
edebrated  r^rart)  in  which  it  is  stated,  "  Ac- 
CDi^ng  to  the  particular  organizati<u  of  the 
cotistltotion,  its  le^lative  powers  are  Tested 
io  the  Oongress ;  ita  ExecutiM  p<neen  in  the 
President,  and  its  judicial  powers  in  a  supreme 
and  inferior  tribniuilfl.  The  union  of  any  two 
of  these  powers,"  it  proceeds  "  and  still  more, 
of  all  three,  any  one  of  mem  departments, 
must  consequently  subvert  the  constitational 
organization  of  them."  The  other  officers  pro- 
vided by  law  are  mere  agents,  through  whom 
he  is  to  fulfil  the  great  trust  confided  to  him  by 
the  constitution ;  and  whenever  the  duties  pre- 
scribed for  them  from  time  to  time  are  not,  ac- 
cording to  his  judgment,  so  performed  as  best 
to  imnnote  the  public  good,  it  is  not  only  his 
right,  bat  his  dnty,  to  change  them.  His  ri^t 
of  removal  btii^  thus  unquestionable,  no  dune 
of  nnconstitatiwiaUty  can  rest  upcoi  hun  for 
the  mm  enrdse  of  a  dianetton  ewfided  to 
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him  by  the  oonstituticn.  Bnt  it  ia  not  denied 
by  the  Frerident  or  his  Mends,  that  tiie  remo- 
val of  the  d^rasitB  was,  in  £Bot,  bis  own  act ; 
and,  for  whatever  of  nnoonstitutionality  or  iUe- 
^ty  may  be  In  it,  he  is  responsible.  It  is  true 
uie  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  declares 
that  bank  to  be  the  place  of  depodt  for  the 
public  moneys,  and  that  they  shall  only  be  re- 
moved from  thence  at  the  will  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Whenever,  therefore,  that 
will  is  expressed,  the  condition  is  performed, 
and  the  ri^ht  of  the  bank  to  retain  tne  moneys 
under  their  charter,  viewing  it  as  a  contract, 
expires,  and  the  law  of  the  land  r^ulating  the 
disposal  of  the  public  treasure  is  ndfilled.  It 
is  not  denied  that  Hr.  Duane,  the  tiien  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  did  not  choose  so  to  vsw 
Ids  will,  and  refiued  to  order  the  removal 
of  the  deposits;  bnt  he  was  himself  renmed^ 
and  smother,  qidte  as  wise  and  as  honest,  ap* 
pointed  in  his  stead,  who,  without  hesitatitm, 
dissolved  the  spell  by  whioh  the  bank  retained 
the  pnblio  moneys,  uid  ordered  them  to  be  re- 
moved. It  is  contended  that  this  condition 
was  imposed  upon  the  bank  iu  the  retention  of 
the  public  deposits,  altogether  in  reference  to 
their  security,  and  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
compact  to  remove  them  for  any  other  reason 
than  insecurity.  But  are  those  the  terms  of 
the  conation  ?  Is  any  reference  made  in  that 
oonditioa  to  the  motives  upon  which  the  Secre- 
tary should  exeroifle  the  power  Intrusted  to  him 
of  putting  an  aid  to  the  depowtory  diaraoter 
of  the  buokt  No  audi  reference,  no  such  inti- 
mation, is  to  be  found.  Had  the  bank  applied 
to  him  for  his  reasons,  he  might  and  ought  to 
have  treated  the  i^Ucation  as  an  impertinent 
demand.  Bat  reasons  he  was  bound  to  give  to 
Oongress,  and  he  did  give  them.  These  rea- 
sons could  not  have  been  asked  for  in  reference 
to  the  ri^ts  of  the  bank,  for,  so  far  as  she  is 
concerned  a  naked  trust  has  been  exercised, 
a^d  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter ;  but  simply 
to  enable  Oongress,  as  the  guardian  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure,  to  exercise  that  supervisiou  over 
what  had  been  done,  its  management  during 
the  reoesa,  which  it  ought  of  right  to  do.  A 
disingNtuonB  olamOT  has  beoi  raised  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  throwing  the  true  questions  in  this  ia- 
vestigation  into  obscurity,  that  the  act  of  remo- 
val produced  a  qiwmi  cn  the  purse  and  the 
sword;  but  ^d  Oongress  bdieve  that  such 
would  be  the  consequence,  when  it  expressly 
authorized  the  Secretiuy  of  the  Treasury  to 
make  the  removal  whenever,  in  his  judgment, 
it  should  be  expedient  t  And  the  matter  has 
been  treated  as  if  the  President  had  with  his 
own  hand  made  the  removtd  of  the  deposits. 
J!  such  were  the  fact,  where  was  the  necesdty 
of  removing  one  Secretary,  and  putting  in 
another!  K  the  Preddent's  purpose  was,  by 
actual  and  lawless  force,  to  seize  the  money  in 
the  Treasury,  he  might  as  well  have  passed  by 
<me  Seer^ary  as  anwier.  Bnt  thetruth  ia,  as 
is  well  known  to  every  intellignit  and  candid 
man,  the  money  in  the  Treasury  was  just  as  in- 
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accessible  to  the  persoaal  contact  of  the  Pres- 
ident after  the  remoTal  as  it  was  before ;  all 
ihe  fiscal  machinery  prorided  bj  lav  for  pre- 
serving the  personal  honeaty  of  all  having  anj 
thing  to  do  with  the  pnblio  money  operated  in 
the  same  way,  and  precisely  the  same  process 
was  necessary  to  place  a  mngle  dollar  in  the  ac- 
tual grasp  of  any  person  whatsoever.  Bnt  it 
has  been  urged,  in  reference  to  the  pnblio  as 
well  as  the  bank,  that  the  only  ground  npon 
which  removal  was  proper  was  the  security  of 
the  public  money.  To  this  I  reply,  as  before, 
nothmg  of  the  kind  is  mentioned  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  clause  which  forms  the  only  re- 
striction in  connection  with  l^ia  subject  upon 
the  general  executive  power  and  duty  to  act  in 
all  wings  for  the  promotion  of  the  great  par- 
poses  of  the  Federal  GoTeminent,  then,  the 
President  perceived  that  for  any  reason  the 
pnblio  good  required  that  the  pnblie  money 
should  no  longer  remain  In  the  vaults  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  it  was  not  only  his  priv- 
ilege but  his  duty  to  direct  the  proper  officer  to 
remove  it.  Should  he  turn  out  to  be  mistaken 
in  his  notions  of  expediency,  however  repre- 
beosible  for  want  of  ability  in  the  dischai^  of 
bis  high  functions,  there  could  be  no  pretenoe 
for  the  chnge  of  unconstitntionality.  ^d  here, 
perhaps,  I  nave  said  all  that  is  necessary  for 
tiie  maintenance  of  my  position,  that  the  reso- 
lation  of  1884  was  false  in  asserting  the  act  of 
the  President  to  bennoonstitntional.  But  I  as- 
some  fat  the  Flreridrat  stiU  higher  ground,  and 
Inast  that  hb  act  was  not  on^  log^l  and  con- 
statntiona],  bnt  that  it  was  in  the  higher  degree 
expedient ;  that  it  was  a  stroke  of  g^ieralship 
whidi  causes  the  laurels  of  New  Orleans  to 
look  pale  and  withered.  We  have  already  had 
occasion  to  glance  slightly  at  the  history  of  the 
times  connected  with  liie  transaction  under 
consideration.  At  the  close  of  the  war  of  1812 
—'15,  the  nation  was  deeply  involved  in  debt, 
and  the  national  coffers  were  empty ;  ingenuity 
and  patriotinn  were  taxed  to  contrive  expe- 
dients for  meeting  the  difiSonlt  exigency ;  our 
recent  foes  ainnad,  and  malcontents  at  home, 
were  mocking  at  our  distress,  and  the  political 
party  whose  nmmess  and  genius,  aided  by  the 
valor  of  our  anny  and  navy,  had  broiuht  to 
B  glorious  termination  a  most  unequu  war, 
saw  bankmptcy  and  disgrace  ready  to  over- 
whelm them.  Under  these  droumstaQoes,  as 
the  plank  in  the  shipwreck,  the  expedient  of  a 
United  States  Bank  was  seized  upon,  and  some, 
as  I  am  informed,  who  doubted  its  constitu- 
tionality, and  some  even  who  believed  it  uncon- 
stitutional, were  driven  by  the  apparent  neces- 
sity of  the  ease  to  give  the  measure  their  sup- 
port. The  bank  was  diartered,  performed  its 
lilnetionB,  and  the  term  of  its  existence  was 
drawing  to  a  dose.  Application  was  made  for 
a  renewal  of  its  ohurter,  and  having  made  many 
Menda  with  "the  mammon  of  nnridtteons- 
ness,"  a  willing  «ar  was  lent  to  its  application. 
Some  beUeved  the  question  of  unetRistitation- 
ality  put  to  rest     precedent  and  atyndlcatEm, 
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and  no  longer  open  as  an  available  cause  of  op- 
position. For  various  reasons,  however,  its 
prayer  for  a  continnaXioe  of  Its  existence  was 
granted  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Bepresent- 
atives.  But  the  concurrence  of  another  branch 
of  the  Government  was  necessary  to  the  com- 
pletion of  its  hopes,  and  its  application  there 
was  answered  by  a  veto  which  waked  up,  as 
by  a  trumpet-call  sound,  republican  doctrines 
long  since  supposed  to  have  sunk  into  a  slum- 
ber from  which  they  would  never  awake.  'With 
a  force  and  clearness  which  astounded  the  le- 
gions of  federalism,  and  Inihsed  new  vl^r  into 
the  republican  ranka^  the  unconstitutionality 
and  inexpediency  of  rechartering  the  United 
States  Bank  was  demonstrated.  From  that 
hour,  every  politioal  engine  was  set  to  wwk  to 
prostrate  the  only  man  who  conld  withstand 
the  might  of  this  mammoth  institntion,  and  all 
who  entertained  like  opinions.  Presses  were 
subsidized — in  various  ways  the  talents  of  the 
nation  were  enlisted  in  its  behalf — and  by  violent 
and  sudden expansionsandcfmtractions,  now  the 
hopes  and  now  the  fears  of  the  populace  were  ap- 
pealed to.  Here  wasanewfeatureof  inexpedien- 
cy for  the  recharter  of  the  United  States  Bank 
presented  to  the  startled  consideration  of  every 
lover  of  his  country.  In  onr  land,  where  the 
popular  voice  controls  and  directs  every  thing, 
nothing  is  so  important  as  tiiat  that  voice 
should  itself  be  directed  by  the  hearts  erf  the 
pure  and  the  free.  The  power  and  the  willing- 
ness of  tMs  institution  to  (xnrupt  was  alarm- 
ingly demonstrated ;  and  it  was  seen  that,  un^r 
whatever  pretences,  it  would,  if  reohartered, 
get  possession  of  the  public  mind,  and  wield  it 
to  its  own  purposes,  either  for  good  or  for  eviL 
From  the  commfn^g  elevation  held  by  the 
President,  he  surveyed  the  field  of  combat — he 
beheld  the  nature  of  the  strife  going  on — he 
perceived  that  it  was  a  viUl  one  to  his  beloved 
country — ^he  found  that  the  monster's  power  of 
mischief  lay  in  the  deposits,  and  he  determined 
to  remove  them.  Like  a  skilfU  surgeon,  he 
saw  that  the  bank,  like  a  vast  cancer,  was 
striking  its  fibres  in  every  direction,  until  it 
would  finally  beonne  so  incorpwated  with  the 
system,  that  it  conld' coily  he  removed  at  tbo 
expense  of  tiie  patient^s  life.  AntioipatinB  this 
horrible  event,  he  determined  with  a  bold  nand 
to  cut  it  off,  while  the  bystanders  looked  on  la 
amazement  Yes,  sir,  it  was  a  master  stro^ 
and  the  bank  and  its  partisans  felt  that  it  was 
mortal  to  her,  that  her  vitals  were  wounded 
beyond  recovery.  Among  the  many  caricatures 
to  which  a  spirit  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to 
commend  has  given  rise  in  modem  times,  one 
Ulnstrative  of  mis  idea  stmck  me  as  being  the 
best.  The  bank  is  represented  as  a  huge  old 
woman,  extended  upon  a  bed,  in  the  throes  et 
an  emetic  operation ;  beside  the  bed  are  various 
vessds,  labelled  with  tiie  ntmea  ot  the  several 
depodt  banks,  into  vhich  are  fUling  tbe  ^eetF 
ed  eontMits  oS  her  stomaob,  coMosting  of  va- 
rious gold  and  silver  coins.  At  her  head,  In  a 
Undly  cflbrt  to  sostain  ft,  is  seatad  the  prat- 
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ident  of  that  institijUoii,  to  whom  ia  her  agony 
sheezdaims:  '*Ohl  dear  Mdi,!  amTerydMak.'- 
He  promptly  replies,  "  It  is  all  the  efibot  of  lliat 
last  preMS-iption.  of  Dr.  Jaokstw."  Yes,  air, 
tlutt  liut  prestsiption  was  fttal  to  the  bank,  or 
at  least  as  nearly  so  as  any  thing  has  yet  been ; 
and  for  that  canse  munly  has  he  who  framed  it 
been-  so  strongly  denoonoed  in  the  resolution 
of  1634.  Bnt  it  was  a  measore  adopted  in 
strict  accordance  with  all  the  forms  of  law  and 
constitution,  and  not  in  derogation  of  ^ther ; 
a  toeasare  for  which,  through  all  time,  the 
patriot  who  reviews  his  oonntry'a  history,  will 
revere  the  momory  of  him  who  saved  by  it  the 
perishing  constitDtion ;  while,  with  the  men  of 
the  present  generation,  he  can  hardly  determine 
which  most  chaUmges  his  admiration,  the  wis- 
dom that  planned  or  the  firmness  that  executed 
it.  Having  thus,  as  I  think,  shown  that  this 
rwdntion  was  grossly  improper,  daageroos  in 
Ua  tendency,  mynst  in  its  operation,  and  ontroo 
in  its  assertion,  I  come  next  to  coander  the 
motivM  npon  whiclt  we  are  called  to  ex- 
punge it.  The  fancy  of  gentlemen  has  repre- 
sented ns  as  ignobly  bendhig  at  the  footstool  of 
power,  and  licking  the  dust  beneath  the  mon- 
arch's tread — as  smoothing  the  rough  mane  of 
the  lion,  and  endeavoring  to  qniet  his  fnghtfol 
roar,  Even  the  car  of  Jn^emaot  has  been 
made  to  roll  through  tbia  nail,  and  our  gar- 
ments have  been  sftrinkled  with  the  blood,  and 
oar  ears  stunned  with  the  ctiaa,  ci  the  vietims 
emahed  beneath  its  wheels.  But  these  are 
mere  pictures  of  the  An^,  and  fiinoy  may  paf  nt 
what  she  pleases;  die  does  not  confine  her 
aketehee  to  the  copies  <tf  even  things  tibat  mij^t 
be,  and  still  less  to  things  tiitat  are.  Soberreason 
most  perceive  that  we  have  DothiDg  to  expeDt 
from  the  throne,  as  it  has  been  called,  or  mnn 
him  who  fills  it ;  if  the  mane  of  the  lion 
is  rough,  or  his  roar  is  angry,  it  is  not  agMnst 
ns  that  his  fary  is  directed — that  reasons 
enough  are  found  for  the  expunotion  of  the 
resolution  of  1884^  in  the  opinions  we  have  ex- 
pressed concerning  it.  But  some  of  ns  have  a 
strong  and  ui^ent  reason  to  perform  this  act, 
in  a  denre  to  obey  those  whom  we  serve. 
The  voice  of  the  people  has  commanded  it  to 
be  done,  and  that  is  a  voice  which  pnblio  men 
in  om*  country  dare  not  disregard.  Even  tiiose 
wholeast  regard  it  in  practice,  dare  not  opezdy 
proclaim  their  contempt.  They  may  speak  of 
it  slightingly  in  the  private  circle,  and  in  their 
hearts  despise  it,  and  endeavor  to  erolun  away 
its  unpleasant  requirements ;  bnt  when  forced 
to  encounter  its  unequivocal  declarations,  they 
must  tremble  and  obey ;  they  dare  not  disre- 
gard it.  That  voice  has  spoken  in  general  terms 
throughout  the  nation;  but  it  has  spoken  to 
stone  of  us  as  it  were  by  name,  and  through  the 
appropriate  medium,  and  commanded  us  to  act 
It  has  not  spoken  to  me  -personally,  but  it  has 
qraken  to  my  predecessor ;  and,  standing  in  the 
position  I  now  oceap^  I  hear  the  sound  still 
rin^ng  in  my  ears.  It  is  a  command  whioh 
bat  eeoimds  my  own  wishea.  I  cam«  here  an- 


tidpating  the  most  cheerful  compliance ;  and  I 
yet  hope  to  yield  it,  if  my  own  friends  do  not 
throw  obstacles  in  the  itkj  of  my  obe^^ce. 
Yet  I  will  not  deny  that  there  is  some  persoaal 
reference  to  the  present  Ohief  Ma^strate  him- 
self in  the  act  we  desire  to  perform.  The  period 
is  at  hand  when  he  who  rescued  your  daugh- 
ters from  the  ruffian  pollution  of  a  foreign  sol- 
diery, and  yonr  soil  from  the  foot  of  the  inva- 
der, will  be  deaf  to  the  strains  of  gratitude, 
pressed  by  the  wrth  he  once  defended.  That 
he  whose  voice  was  loudest  in  the  battles  of 
his  country  shall  be  hushed  into  silence ;  that 
he  who  now  holds  the  sceptre  of  command 
will  have  passed  away  not  only  from  office,  but 
from  life  itseltj  and  have  joined  the  ^irits  of 
men  that  have  been.  Is  not  the  fiune  of  her 
sonsdeartba  nation?  Has  she  no  pleasure  in 
the  glory  of  her  best  and  her  bravest  ?  Has 
she  no  interest  in  preventin^Mtbe  mantie  of  in- 
famy from  wrapping  the  remains  of  him  who 
should  sleep  in  the  robe  of  honor  ?  In  this  view 
of  the  subject,  I  had  fondly  hoped  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  opposition  would  have  united 
with  us  in  this  act  of  retribution.  That  in 
contemplation  of  this  interesting  crisis,'  the 
party  crust  which  has  heretofore  encircled  their 
hearts  would  have  given  way,  and  a  fiood  of 
teDdemess  spontaneously  gushed  forth.  That 
with  one  generous  impulse  they  would  have 
been  the  first  to  rush  forward,  and  pluck  off 
the  disgracefbl  stigma  their  own  hands  had 
affixed,  ih  an  hour  of  pasmonate  excitement. 
Bnt  in  this  we  have  been  disjointed,  and  are 
left  alofte,  in  b^balf  of  oar  ooontry,  to  make 
this  tardy  retiibution,  to  wipe  out  this  new  ar- 
gument for  the  ingratitude  of  republics, 
Mr.  £wiNa  addrewed  the  Senate  as  follows: 
Mr.  President:  Since  the  first  presentation 
of  this  resolution,  it  has  always  been  my  pur- 
pose to  say  sometiiing  upon  it,  before  it  should 
be  brought  to  a  final  decision ;  but  I  was  aware, 
firom  indicationB  not  to  be  mistaken,  both  at 
the  time  it  was  first  presented,  and  at  each 
subsequent  sesslqn  when  it  was  brought  for- 
ward, that  the  mover  did  not  design  to  bring 
it  then  to  the  issue.  Indeed,  I  well  knew  that 
it  was  deemed  necessary,  as  a  pending  measure, 
to  agitato  and  «adte  the  ooont^.  Evei^moTO- 
ment  with  reference  to  it  showed  that  such  was 
its  pnipose;  and  henoe,  after  several  mraiths' 
discussion  last  year,  when  there  was  a  dear 
administration  majority  in  the  Senate,  and 
when  the  lonx  session  gave  ample  time  for  de- 
liberation and  decision,  it  was  permitted  to 
expire  on  the  table,  though  a  vote  apon  it  was 
challenged  by  its  opponents.  Bat  now,  now 
at  this  moment,  its  power  being  expended— 
every  thing  being  effected  by  it  which  can  he 
expected  or  hoped  firom  it — now  it  must  come, 
and  at  once,  to  a  final  vote.  And  gentiemen 
npon  this  side  of  the  House,  who  have  been 
o^ed  npon  to  disooss  it — who,  because  they 
Imdd  not,  heretqfimi,  when  they  saw  that  it 
was  bat  a  wce^  discuss  it— ore  denied  a  ungle 
nay,  they  are  not  allowed  one  hoar,  of 
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which  it  is  in  Uie  power  of  a  fixed  and  deter- 
mined mf^orify  to  deprive  them.  No  conrtesj 
to  indiridoals,  which  has  been  nsnal  with  tikis 
body,  or,  rather,  a  part  of  its  venj  oonBtitation 
and  nature,  can  procure  the  slightest  relaxation 
of  the  iron  rule,  which  seems  to  be  laid  down 
for  Qs ;  the  small  favor  of  a  day  to  deliberate 
,  or  a  night  to  rest  is  denied ;  if  we  ask  for  an 
adjoumiDent  even  at  this  late  hour,  when  all 
oocapation  should  be  suspended,  and  all  labor 
cease^  we  hear  the  cry  of  "  Ko,  no,"  and  "  the 
yeas  and  nays,  the  yeas  and  naya,"  coming  &om 
a  quarter  which,  however  It  may  be  respected, 
is  never  disobeyed.  Gentlemen  iuit6  tbdr  Tea- 
mns,  doubtless.  I  leave  them  to  wei^  the  im- 
portance of  those,  reasons,  and  to  estimate  the 
propriety  of  their  course.  And,  snMect  to  all 
the  dkf^vantages  under  which  I  labor — the 
extreme  lateness^  of  tho  honr,  great  bodily 
fatigue,  and  a  wtnt  of  time  to  arrange  my 
tiioughts  aai  cast  them  into  form,  and  give 
them  coherence,  I  proceed,  rather  than  sit  by 
In  silence — proceed  to  the  discnsnon  of  this 
deeply  exciting  question. 

I  will  not  enter  again  fhlly  into  a  considerar 
tion-of  the  reasons  that  sustun  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  fiSth  day  of  March,  1834, 
which  it  is  now  proposed  to  expunge  firom  the 
Joomals  of  the  Semate.  At  uie  time  wlien 
Qiose  resolutions  were  under  disoussion,  I  gave 
reasons,  so  far  as  my  aedon  was  conoemed, 
fully,  and  in  detail.  I  have  re-examined  those 
reasons  since,  when  any  excitement  to  which 
the  occasion  may  be  supposed  to  have  given 
rise,  had  subsideo,  and  I  find  nothing  to  retract, 
nothing  to  alter ;  time  has  made  no  change  in 
my  couvictiona,  miless  it  be  to  strengthen  and 
confirm  them.  It  would,  therefore,  be  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  touch  again  that  branch  of  the 
subject,  were  it  not  that  the  argaments  upon 
the  other  nde  have,  year  after  year,  been  reite- 
rated and  re-enforoed ;  the  subject  which  had 
been  thus  coneidered,  discussed,  decided,  and 
lud  aside,  is  thus  revived  from  time  to  time 
and  the  arguments  upon  the  one  side,  with  a 
perseverance  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  are  again 
and  again  shown  up  before  the  public,  wnile 
those  which  sustdned  that  resolution,  having 
once  been  triumphant  are  since  permitted  to 
sleep.  Z  feel  the  impoucy  of  our  course  in  this, 
for  hence  impressions  have  taken  root,  and  opin- 
ions have  grown  up  in  sodety,  which  cwistant 
vigilance  and  constant  effort,  and  constantly 
uniting  at  all  times,  and  pressing  the  contest, 
would  have  kept  down ;  but  it  was  a  natural 
oonrtie;  it  arose  from  the  repugnance  which 
we  all  feel  to  turn  to  a  subject  on  whieh  the 
mind  has  exerted  its  powers,  and  retrace  the 
path  which  we  have  alseady  trodden,  after  it 
18  divested  of  the  charm  of  Novelty  and  the 
freshness  of  original  thought.  But  let  g^tle- 
men  be  assured,  once  for  all,  and  let  the  coun- 
try be  assured,  tiiat  we  abandon  no  gronj|d 
which  we  have  assumed  and  heretofore  sustaul- 
ed.  Yet,  though  I  will  not  go  ftilly  into  tlie 
subject  now,  I  wiU  attempt  a  brief  analysis  of 
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the  arguments  which,  on  a  former  occasion,  I 
presented  at  large  to  the  Senate. 

It  is  perhaps  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to 
say  something  of  the  character  of  the  resolu- 
tioQ  of  1884,  and  to  define  as  nearly  as  possible 
what  .we  understood  it  to  import  Gentlemen 
say  that,  in  its  terms,  it  conveyed  censure  of 
the  act  of  the  President,  and  pains  are  taken  to 
show  that,  its  words  imported  censure.  Now, 
sir,  this  argument  was  wholly  umeceBsaiy; 
tills  declaration  useless ;  a  ^mple  inirairy  woua 
have  settied  tiiefoct;  for,  sour  asl  was  con- 
oemed in  this  matter,  and  in  this  I  believe  I 
differed  hut  Uttie  from  those  with  whom  I  act- 
ed, I  intended  no  praise— no  laudation  of  the 
President  or  his  executive  act;  that  was  not 
my  object  in  voting  for  the  resolution.  I  thought 
the  President,  in  that  act,  had  broken  the  laws 
and  violated  the  constitution  of  our  country ; 
and  I  intended  to  say  so :  I  meant  to  speak  the 
language  of  an  American  Senator,  and  a  free 
American  dtizen ;  and  the  same  language  which 
I  uttered  then  1  now  reiterate,  and  would  on  a 
like  ocoaraon  agfun  imbody  it  in  the  form  of  a 
resolution.  It  nas  also  been  s^  that  this  reso- 
lution attributes  evil  motives  to  the  Preridenti 
in  the  perftmnance  of  tiiis  act;  and  tiiat  the 
act  chafed,  as  against  the  eonstitntion,  joined 
with  the  motive  imputed,  fbrms  the  subgect  of 
impeachment  This  is  wholly  unfounded  in 
fkct  The  resolution  attributes  no  motive 
whatever.  It  speaks  in  the  decorous,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  cuniified  language  in  which  one 
of  the  legislative  branches  of  onr  Government 
may  properly  speak  of  the  Executive,  or  of  the 
co-ordinate  branch.  TT^e  believed  that  the  legi»* 
lative  rights  and  poweni  oi  the  Senate  had  Iwen 
encroached  upon  oy  the  President ;  and  that  we^ 
who  exercised  those  powers  for  the  time  being, 
as  tmstees  of  the  people,  were  called  upon  to 
defend,  or  at  least  to  assert  them.  This  body- 
could  speak  in  that  matter  only  by  resolution ; 
and  by  that  mean^  and  in  that  way,  we  did 
assert  its  rights  under  the  constitution,  and  we 
declared  tiiat  those  rights  had  been  violated ; 
but  we  chained  no  motive.  Gentlemen  insist 
that  there  is  impeachable  matter  charged  in  the 
face  of  this  resolution ;  and,  when  we  deny  it 
because  no  motive  is  charged,  they  tut-n,  and 
say  we  have  abandoned  our  ground ;  that  wo 
soften  down  and  palliate,  to  avoid  the  effeSt  of 
our  own  act  This,  also,  is  putting  a  false  face 
upon  the  whole  matter.  I,  for  one,  personally, 
never  sMd  and  never  believed  that  the  Presi- 
dent was  actuated  in  this  matter  by  those  high 
motives  di  pubUo  interest  which  ou^t  to  gov- 
ern the  Ezeoutive  of  a  great  nation.  I  never 
thought  so ;  I  never  said  so ;  and  I  have  not 
wavered  in  my  <^inion;  bat  that  oirinioiL 
which  was  my  own,  was  never  incorporated 
into  the  resolution,  neither  in  language  nor  in 
substance.  Then,  let  -the  resolution  stand  for 
itself^  and  speak  its  own  language ;  and  let  the 
opinions  of  each  of  those  who  supported  it  be 
thebr  own,  be  they  strons  or  weak,  firm  or 
wavering ;  but  let  those  private  and  (odividaal 
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opinions  be  kept  distinct  from  the  resolation, 
and  let  OS  be  met  in  tlu  si^mnent  ftirly,  not 
misrepresented. 

I  presnme  it  will  be  admitted  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  Congress  and  the  President,  oonjoint- 
ly,  by  a  law,  to  place  the  public  treasore  in 
sach  a  situation  that  it  will  not  be  in  the  ^ect 
and  immediate  possession  and  control  of^ the 
President.  Perhaps  I  aak  too  mnch,  by  way 
of  concession,  conadeiiitt  the  temper  and 
character  of  the  present  nmes;  bat  the  time 
has  been,  and,  I  tmst,  will  be  ogun,  when  it 
vonld  strike  wy  American  statennan  as  a  self- 
evidant  proportion.  The  constitution  declares 
tiiat  DO  numey  shall  be  drawn  from  the  public 
Treasury  except  opon  appropriations  made  by 
}&w ;  and  if  the  Exeoutive  be  a  unit,  as  has 
been  sometimes  contended ;  and  if  the  keeping 
of  the  treasure  be  necessarily  an  executive 
office ;  and  if  the  drawing  of  money  from  the 
Treasury  be  also  an  executive  office,  the  keep- 
ing of  the  treasure  and  the  drawing  from  the 
Treasury  be  both  done  by  the  same  bond,  then 
have  the  framers  of  our  constitution  fsiled, 
miserably  failed,  in  their  attempt  to  adjust  its 
checks  and  balances — ^in  their  i^mpt  to  place 
tiia  sword  and  the  parse  of  the  nation  In  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  hands.  To  say  thai  money 
shall  not  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  except 
by  appn^iiations  made  by  law,  and  yet  place 
ihe  wnole  treasure  of  the  nation  in  the  hands 
of  the  Executive,  who  is,  (according  to  the 
political  creed  of  gentlemen,)  the  dubarsing 
officer,  abo  would  be  an  excess  of  veakness 
almost  approaching  to  idiocy. 

then,  it  were  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
place  the  public  treasure  out  of  the  immediate 
control  of  the  President,  it  was  done  in  the  law 
chartering  the  late  Bank  of  tbe  United  States. 
The  public  moneys  were  placed  in  deposit  in 
that  bank  by  law ;  the  bank,  therefore,  became 
the  Treasury ;  for  that  is  tbe  Treasury  where 
the  public  treasure  is  deposited  and  kept.  The 
oonstitation  declares  that  money  shaU  not  be 
drawn  from  tiiis  Treasury  except  by  appropria- 
tions made  pnrsnant  to  l&w^  and  the  law  pro- 
vides that  uie  deposits  (or,  m  other  words,  the 
treasure)  shall  remun  in  that  bank,  unless  re- 
moved by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (not 
by  the  President,)  and  for  reasons  which  he 
(tiie  Secretary)  shall  make  known  to  Oongress. 
So  stand,  or  rather  so  stood,  the  constitution 
and  the  law — as  the  saf^ards  of  the  pablic 
treasure.  Could  the  President  touch,  eonld  he 
possess  himself  o^  that  treasure,  without  an 
mfraction  of  the  law  and  a  violation  of  the  con- 
stitntiont  Oould  he^  by  a  straight-forward, 
direot  act,  In  his  own  name,  and  by  his  own 
power,  unuded  by  any  instrnment  wiutSti  be 
mi^ht  ftnihion  for  himseli;  or  which  the  CMisti- 
tabon  had  placed  in  his  hands  for  other  pur- 
poses! If  he  could  not,  is  the  act  the  less 
illegal  or  unconstitutional  when  done  by  indi- 
rection? All  admit  that  a  direct  order  from 
tiie  President  would  not  have  touched  publio 
ftmds,  and  that  the  immediate  keepers  wthose 
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fhnds  would  not  have  been  bound  to  obey,  or 
even  have  been  Justified  in  obeying,  such  order. 
But  the  law  placed  in  the  han^  of  the  Pred- 
dent  an  instrmnent  with  which  it  could  be 
done,  and  with  which  it  was  done ;  and  I  shfkll 
now  show  that  it  was  done  by  patting  a  law- 
ful instrument  to  au  unlawful  use. 

The  constitution  places  the  collectiou  of  the 
revenues  of  the  United  States  in  Congress ;  and 
the  spirit  of  that  provirion,  ooaided  with  the 
other  proridffli  which  requires  a  law  of  Con- 
gress to  draw  money  from  the  !l^easnry,  dearly 
fixes  the  custody  of  those  revenoes,  when  cm.- 
lectecL  in  the  same  hands ;  and  the  several  laws 
passed  ehonly  after  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution, separating  our  Government  into  Depart- 
ments, and  appointing  their  heads,  recognize 
and  keep  up  tnis  principle.  In  those  aote  the 
Department  of  state  is  called  an  *'  executive 
Department."  So  with  the  Department  of 
War ;  and  both  communicate  direcfly  with  the 
President,  and  not  with  Congress;  while  the 
Treasury  Department  Is  not  styled  executive, 
and  is  made  to  commnniooto  directiy  with  Con- 

Cs.  Thus  is  explained  the  intent  of  the 
lers  of  the  constitution,  and  the  under- 
standing whidi  a  contemporaneous  Congress 
had  of  its  provinons. 

But  gentlemen  here  seize  upon  general  terms 
used  in  that  instrnment^  and  would  make  them 
overtom  its  most  particular  and  express  pro- 
visions. The  Senator  frvm  Korth  Carolina  (3&. 
Stbanob)  says  that,  by  the  express  lan^nage  of 
the  constitation,  "  all  executive  power  is  vested 
in  the  President"  The  Senator  has  interpola- 
ted a  word,  and  an  important  one.  The  con- 
stitution does  not  say  "  all ; "  its  letter  does 
not,  its  spirit  does  not.  The  language  of  the 
constitution  is,  "  the  executive  power,"  Ac. ; 
but  gentiemen,  assamlng  that  all  execntive 
power  is  granted,  thai  exercise  thdr  ii^gennity 
to  find  how  many  of  the  powers  of  our  Govern- 
ment may  be  called  executive ;  and  all  that  can 
be  induded  within  that  sweq>ing  and  nodefin- 
able  term  they  attribato  to  the  ^eddoit  Bnt 
the  constitation  does  not  say  "  all ;  "  and  if  it 
did,  the  term,  as  it  is  elsewhere  limited,  would 
not  justify  their  conclusions.  Another  clause 
in  the  constitution  does  grant  *'  all  the  l^sla- 
tive  powers"  to  Congress;  and  yet  the  same 
instrument,  in  another  of  its  articles,  ooofers  a 
large  and  important  portion  of  those  powers 
upon  the  President  The  judicial  power  is 
vested  in  a  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  such  inferior  courts  as  Oongress  shall  from 
time  to  time  appoint ;  and  yet  the  same  instrn- 
ment vests  in  the  Senate  of  tiie  United  States 
an  important  portion  of  those  judlotal  powers 
— tiie  trial  of  impeachments.  It  vests  in  the 
President  "  the  executive  power,"  and  in  an- 
other article  gives  to  tbo  Senate  of  the  Uidted 
States  a  most  important  share  in  tiiat  executive 
power.  Gentiemen  who  contend  that  all  pow- 
er executive  in  its  nature  must  follow  this  gen- 
eral grant,  and  who  go  for  the  exact  separation, 
by  mstiDCt  line^  of  the  three  great  powera— 
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legislative,  executive,  and  jadiinal— and  tbdr 
investment  in  three  separate,  unoontronedf  ir- 
responrible  branches;  seem  to  me,  with  all 
deierence,  to  onderstaad  little  of  the  nature  of 
government.  If  those  powers  were  ezactlj 
separated,  bo  that  each  stood  entirelj  nncheck- 
od  and  alone,  uie  execntive  power,  heinf  the 
stroDger — indeed,  the  only  power  capable  of 
action — ^having  drawn  to  itself,  and,  according 
to  gentlemen,  being  entitled  to,  the  castodf  of 
the  treasure  of  the  nation,  wonld  be  independ- 
ent of  aU  others,  and  above  them  all,  and  all 
mnat  be  absorbed  and  swalloved  np  in  its  vor- 
tex. 

I  have  said  that  the  ezecotive  act  'which  the 
resolntion  of  Uarch,  1834,  condemns,  was,  in 
tiie  langoaga  of  that  resolntion,  in  derogation 
of  both  the  oonstitnldon  and  law.  TUs  I  shall 
attempt  to  establish. 

It  was  ^^nst  law.  The  act  of  Congress  incor- 
porating the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  alaw 
containing  in  itself  a  contract  as  soon  as  accept- 
ed hj  the  bank,  and  it  was  a  contract  for  a  good 
and  valuable  consideration ;  this  contract  was 
violated  in  its  spirit  and  intent,  (and  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  (Mr,  &t&angb)  will 
not,  I  presume,  deny  that  this  contract  had  a 
spirit  as  well  as  letter,  if  the  constitution  have 
none.)  It  was  violated  in  its  spirit,  and  so  vio- 
lated that,  as  between  individuals  in  a  parallel 
cose,  an  action  of  law  conld  have  been  sustained, 
And  dsmages  recovered.  This  contradt  was, 
that  the  publio  mon^  shonld  be  deponted  in 
the  bonk,  and  should  be  oontinnea  there  in 
deposit,  until  removed  hj  the  Secretary  ci  the 
Treasury,  for  reasons  which  he  was  required  to 
lay  before  Congress.  For  this,  among  other 
tmngs,  the  bank  agreed  to  transmit  the  public 
funds,  wheresoever  wanted,  free  of  charge; 
and  it  pud,  in  cash,  a  largo  bonus  to  the  Got- 
emment.  Under  this  contract,  it  seems  to  me 
perfectly  obvious,  and  even  self-evident,  that 
the  pnblio  deposits  could  not  be  removed,  un- 
less there  were  some  Just  finandal  cause  for 
removal.  It  conld  not  be  done  to  try  experi- 
ments, nor  to  test  its  eff6<A  upon  Qie  public 
mind,  but  for  some  fiscal  reason,  of  'whien  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  official  cogni- 
zance, and  which  he,  as  the  fiscal  agent,  could 
make  known  to  Congi-ess.  The  removal,  too, 
must,  in  order  to  conform  to  this  law,  be  an  act 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself—^ 
own  official  act — 'his  own  reason  approving,  and 
his  own  will  moving  him  to  its  execution.  It 
must  have  been,  likewise,  a  Secretary,  the  r^- 
ular  officer  of  the  Government  appointed  to 
perform  the  general  duties  of  that  office,  and 
to  whose  duties  this  was  but  incidental  and 
additional ;  not  an  officer  appointed'  for  tiie 
sole  and  only  purpose  of  doing  this  act,  and 
pledged  or  committed  to  the  act  before  his  ap- 
pointment. If  this  were  not  the  case^  the  ref- 
erence to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trevniry,  and 
the  requirement  of  his  reasons,  were  but  a 
mockery,  a  criminal  evasion  of  right  and  jus- 
tice, which  would  stamp  frond  ap<Hi  any  joi- 
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vote  contract.  I  have  thns  shown  what  ought 
to  have  been  done  aoeordinff  to  a  &ir  and  Jost 
construction  of  this  law  and  contract :  I  will 
now  show  what  was  in  fact  done. 

Just  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  and 
but  a  few  weeks  after  an  inquiry  in  uie  Uonse 
of  JSepresentatives,  and  a  deoLnon  that  the 
public  deposits  were  safe  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  President  set  on  foot  negotia- 
tions with  the  State  banks,  with  a  view  to  tiie 
removel  of  the  deposits ;  this  without  the  con- 
sent or  concurrence  of  the  then  Se<vetry  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  removal,  but  with  his  known 
and  avowed  opinion  against  the  propriety  as 
well  as  the  legality  of  the  act.  I  speak  now 
of  Secretary  McLane,  who  was  oonsnlted  hj 
the  Frendent,  and  required  to  do  the  deed.  Be 
would  not  lend  himself  to  be  the  instrument 
for  any  each  purpose;  he  refused,  and  was 
removed  from  uiat  office,  to  a  higher,  it  is  true, 
but  removed  so  that  he  went  out  of  the  way, 
and  could  not  prevent  the  measure.  Ue  was 
of  opinion  that  the  deposits  could  not  legt^y 
be  removed  without  a  reason,  and  that  the 
reasons  alleged  as  existing  were  unfounded  or 
insufficient.  Now,  I  contend  that,  according  to 
any  fair  construction  of  the  taw,  the  bank  had 
a  right  to  the  judgment  of  Mr,  McLane,  then 
Secretary  oi  the  Treasury,  on  that  subject^  and 
was  entitled  to  all  the  benefit  of  his  Judgment 
and  his  vdition;  and  it  was  a  breoon,  or, 
worse,  a  dishonest  evanon  of  that  contract,  to 
put  that  Secretary  out  of  liie  way,  his  opinion 
having  been  taken,  and  because  his  opinion  was 
taken,  and  put  another  in  his  place  in  order  to 
try  the  experiment  upon  and  by  that  other, 
especially  as  the  then  Secretuy  was  not  evw 
accused  of  the  slightest  impropriety  in  his 
judgment  or  in  his  acts.  Bis  promotion  to  a 
snperior  office  shows  that  he  had  not  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  Executive.  Mr.  MoLone  was 
removed,  and  Mr,  Dnaue  appointed  specially 
to  perform  the  act.  He  was  approached  on 
the  sutigeot,  immediately  after  his  appointment 
in  a  manner  which  touched  his  smrit  and 
wounded  hia  pride,  and  by  an  indivianal  from 
whose  communion  he  shrunk  with  dlsgnat. 
He  was  pressed  by  the  President  himself^  but 
at  last  refixsed,  because  the  reasons  for  the  act 
were  ins^cient,  and  he  was  removed ;  and  so 
for  as  executive  disappointment  and  party 
slander  could  do  it,  he  was  disgraced.  The 
President  then  cfdled  in  a  third  S^retary;  who 
had  pnmouuced  an  opinion  before  his  i^point- 
ment ;  and  by  the  President,  through  hun,  the 
act  was  done.  Now,  I  say  that,  if^  in  a  parallel 
case  between  individuals,  this  course  had  been 
pursued  by  one  party  towards  the  other,  any 
court  or  juiy  would  decide,  any  honest  com- 
mnnity  would  declare^  that  the  contract  was 
violated — shameAilly  violated. 

The  Senator  fhmi  Pennsylvania,  (Ur.  Bu- 
GHAiTUT,)  in  his  zeal  to  vindicate  the  acts  of 
the  Frendent,  and  testify  his  gratitude  to  him, 
has  done  ii^nstice  to  some  of  fiis  own  constitu- 
ents—to men,  in  aU  the  relations  of  life,  social 
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and  official,  as  corroct  and  honorable  aa  himself. 
The  gentleman  said  that  the  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  tiie  United  States,  for  political  effect, 
for  the  purpose  of  operating  npon  the  electiooB, 
and  oompeiliDg  a  reoharter  of  the  bonk,  first 
threv  ont  a  large  amoont  of  bank  paper,  and 
created  a  delusive  prosperity ;  then  saddenly 
contracted  their  isnies,  in  order  to  distress  the 
community,  and  make  them  cry  ont  for  a  re- 
charter.  This,  sir,  is  not  tme  in  the  connection 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  stated ;  it  ia  not 
tme  in  fact,  to  say  nothing  aboat  motive.  The 
back  did  not  contract  its  isanes  until  it  had 
received  notice — unoflScial,  it  is  true,  bat  not 
until  it  had  received  notice — that  the  deposits 
would  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the  executive 
pontf'er  and  influence  wonld  be  directed  against 
the  institution,  to  discredit  and  destroy  it.  The 
documents  laid  upon  our  table  dnriug  that  agi- 
tating session  conclusively  show  this  net.  Ilie 
public  prints  of  the  day,  on  the  side  of  the 
administratis,  show  it.  The  roeeches  of 
Senators  in  tiiu  body  at  that  time  show  it.  By 
an  these,  the  bank  was  declared  to  be  insolvent, 
and  unworthy  of  credit  The  public  deposits 
were  said  to  be  unsafe  in  its  vaults,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  insolvency;  and  the  agent 
appointed  by  the  President  to  settle  the  pre- 
liminaries of  a  contract  with  some  of  the  State 
bonkfi,  declares  that  be  will  bring  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  reptOe,  to  the  feet  of 
the  Executive.  Then,  with  all  this  executive 
power  and  executive  influence  directed  against 
It;  with  this  lai^  amount  of  public  deposits 
to  be  suddenly  and  caprtcioosly  withdrawn, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  party  press  re- 
sounded through  the  Union  the  approaching 
prostration  ana  destmotion  of  the  bank ;  while 
the  institution  was  asi^ed  on  all  rides,  and 
unadvised  of  the  point  at  which  the  next  attack 
was  to  be  made ;  I  ask  you,  nr,  and  I  ask  every 
caodid  man,  whether  tite  men  who  managed 
the  affairs  of  that  institution,  whose  public  and 
whose  private  characters  also  were  In  a  high 
degree  mvolved  in  making  good  its  defence,  I 
ask  whether  they  can  be  censured,  with  any 
show  or  color  of  justice,  for  using  all  the  lawful 
means  which  were  placed  in  tneir  hands  to 
sostaln  and  Bupport  tiie  credit  of  tiie  insti- 
tution. 

Br,  not  only  the^r  dnfy  to  themselves,  but 
their  Aaty  to  the  pnblio  at  large,  required  it 
If  that  bank  had  Alien  b«ieatb  liid  weight  of 
the  executive  arm,  it  wonld  have  dragged  down 
with  it  most  of  the  banks  in  the  Union,  and  it 
wonld  have  caused  mnch  individual  distress, 
hankmptey,  and  ruin.  Henoe  every  principle 
of  self-preservation,  every  motive  oi  patriotism 
and  of  duty,  ui^ted  to  impel  those  men  to  use 
every  means  so  to  guard  and  fortify  and  defend 
tfaeir  institution,  as  that  it  wonld  stand  the 
shock.  And  they  did  guard  it  and  defend  it  so 
that  it  withstood  a  power  before  which  the 
Bank  of  England  would  have  fallen,  even  in 
its  most  palmy  days.  Perhaps  they  fortified 
their  fnlnaB  man  strongly  than  aotnal  neoet* 


sity  required ;  perhaps  they  overrated  the 
strongth  of  the  enemy,  and  were  not  fully 
ooDsdous  of  their  own ;  perhaps  they  re- 
mained in  their  intrenchments  after  the  siege 
was  ndsed,  or  the  power  of  the  assailants  had 
become  exhanatod ;  bnt  if  tiiev  erred,  U  was 
on  the  side  not  of  dangor  buff  of  duty,  imd 
their  suocw  has  conferred  a  lasting  benefit  on 
the  country.  This  much  I  have  thought  proper 
to  say  in  behalf  of  those  gentiemen^ith  whom 
I  have  some  aoqntUntance,  but  no  connection 
of  any  kind ;  ana  I  say  it  as  an  act  of  common 
justice  towards  them,  who  have  been  attacked, 
and  whose  acts  have  been  misrepresented  on 
this  fioor. 

The  Senator  from  Korth  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Btbangb,)  tn  the  abundance  of  his  charity, 
declares  that  he  does  not  accuse  Senators  of 
taking  bribes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
He  acqnits  Ihsm  of  the  foul  ohai|^  aa  ha  really 
believes  they  were  not  Inibed.  The  Sraiate 
are  mnoh  indebted  to  the  faonoraUe  membw 
fbr  his  decree  of  aoqidttal,  espedally  as  they 
never  oonstitnted  him  their  judge.  Bat  whob 
right  has  he,  or  what  right  has  any  man  who 
is  not  himself  shameless,  in  the  presence  of  this 
body  or  elsewhere,  to  entertain  the  infkmoas 
proposition  for  a  moment;  to  speak  of  it  in 
terms  of  either  denial  or  belief ;  to  refer  to  it 
at  all,  except  to  consign  the  base  slanderers 
who  invented  and  who  uttered  it,  to  the  depth 
of  infamy  which  their  atrocious  falsehooda 
have  merited?  Bnt  there  are  bounds  to  the 
liberality  of  the  Senator  from  Korth  Carolina. 
He  thinks,  if  I  have  comprehended  him,  that 
gentiemen  here  who  were  oonnael  for  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  may  have  been  warped  fai 
their  fselings  and  judgment  from  that  cause,  to 
form  opinions  which  no  unbiassed  and  intelligent 
man  could  form,  and  to  do  acts  which  no  honest 
man  having  an  intellect  much  above  idio<^ 
could  do.  The  Senator  has  not  told  us  where, 
or  how,  or  among  whom,  he  has  formed  his 
opinion  of  the  bar,  especially  of  ihow  vbo  are 
admitted  to  be  among  its  best  and  most  honor- 
able and  most  enlightened  members. 

[Mr.  Stbanob  explained :  did  not  say  that 
gentiemen  who  were  counsel  for  the  bank  were 
biassed  from  that  cause,  but  that  th^  weie 
warped  by  political  exdtemont] 

I  am  happy  (said  Jf  r.  R)  to  rec^ve  tiie  ex- 
idanaticai  of  the  Senator  flnm  North  Gatulina, 
and  yet  I  am  at  a  loas  to  comprehend  how  he 
used  the  &ct  of  the  employmmt  of  some 
gmtiemen  as  legal  counsel  for  the  bank,  and 
the  statement  of  that  fact  following,  with  a 
"  but,"  the  general  acquittal  of  direct  and  naked 
bribery.  But  however  these  engagements  may 
have  been  supposed  by  him  or  ouiera  to  operate 
on  the  minds  of  gentlemen  with  whom  they 
were  made,  they  certainly  never  affected  mine, 
as  I  never  was  in  any  ease  the  counsel  of  that 
institution.  Still,  I  know  not  but  the  same 
influence  may  be  brought  equally  home  to  me^ 
for  I  in  several  cases  profited  by  the  litigation 
of  tho  bank,  by  engagemeats  on  the  o|^Knite 
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fdde,  irbich  engagemeDts  Z  should  never  have 
had,  if  there  haa  heen  no  hank  to  hring  salts 
against  those  who  unployed  me  to  defend 
waa.  Bo  that,  on  the  whole,  I  believe  X  must 
even  dure  with  my  fHends  here,  whom  I  have 
sometimes  met  in  uie  hall  below,  where  justice 
is  stUl  admifiistered,  and  where  troth  and 
reason  and  law  are  not  vet  outraged  or 
spamed,  I  mnst  even  content  myself  to  share 
with  tiiemJn  the  impntation  of  that  bias  which 
counsetlorff  at  law  are  sapposed  to  feel  in 
behalf  of  those  through  whose  means  they 
ohtfun  a  canse  in  a  coort  of  justice. 

Bnt  I  do  not  admit  tiiat  the  Senator^  charge, 
as  explained,  approaches  nearer  to  the  trath 
than  that  which  I  had  mistaken  for  it,  and 
whibh  he  has  Jnst  oorrected.  I,  for  one,  was 
not  moved  in  uiia  matter  by  political  interest 
or  poltUoal  exdtement.  It  was  a  snl^eot  for 
cool  dellberatifm  and  sober  judgment^  and  I 
bronght  the  powers  of  my  mind  calmly  and 
patiently  to  act  npon  it ;  and  when  fall  convic- 
tion followed  investigi^on,  and  my  opinion  was 
fixed,  I  acted  in  obediraoe  to  the  dictates  of 
that  judgment,  not  under  excitement — ^aniens, 
indeM,  'a  strong  feeling  of  attachment  to  those 
abstractions  called  law  and  right,  which  at 
some  times,  and  in  some  minds,  warms,  and 
kindles,  and  glows  to  enthusiasm,  is  to  be  called 

that  name. 

I  have  said,  and  have  attempted  to  show, 
that  the  act  of  the  President,  m  the  removal 
of  the  deposits,  was  illegal.  The  Soiator  tnm 
Korth  Carolina  cannot  concdve  it  possible  that 
any  man  can  hold  sn6h  an  opinion ;  bnt  he  tells 
ns  that  he  was  himself  startled  at  the  boldness 
of  the  act:  he  feared  the  people  would  not 
sustain  it.  And  permit  me,  with  all  deference, 
to  say  to  that  gentleman,  that  if  the  people  had 
not  sustained  it,  be  would  then  have  been 
startled  at  its  illegality.  I  thought  it  ill^r&l ; 
so  thought  twenty-eight  out  of  forty-eight 
Senators  in  this  body ;  so  thought  McLane, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  so  thooght  Doane, 
who  was  made  Secretary  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  doing  the  act.  And  when  they  thought  so, 
tiielr  political  feeUngs  and  ihtUr  personal  pre- 
dilections were  all  on  the  ride  of  those  doing 
tiie  act  which  their  judgments  condemned. 
This  same  act,  dr,  which  startled  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  in  his  private  retreat, 
startled  also,  the  nation ;  and  the  sensation  did 
not  suhdde  nn^  they  and  he  bad  become  nsed 
and  recon<^ed  to  new  and  extravagant  acts  of 
executive  power.  There  are  other  gentlemen 
now  on  this  floor  who  condemned  wis  act  in 
the  strongest  terms,  until  they  knew  that  the 
popular  voice  would  sustain  it.  The  Senator 
W  "Virginia  near  me,  (Mr.  Rivxs,)  at  the 
dose  of  t£e  last  session,  in  a  speech  which,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  has  never  foond  its  way  into 
the  public  papers,  declared  that  in  this  act  he 
thought  the  Executive  had  gone  to  the  very 
of  the  oMutitntiain,  bat  that  he  had  not 
orerHtepped  it.  I  differed  from  the  Senator 
from  Vi^gfaiia  fai  tida  only:  I  thon^  he  had 
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not  only  gone  to  the  verge  of  the  oonstitnUoiul 
bonnduy,  bnt  that  he  had  broken  over  it. 
That  gentleman  and  myself  w«re  sq>arated  In 
opinion  by  a  mere  mauwnatical  line — ^length, 
without  breadth  or  thickness — for  he  thonght, 
and  Bo  said  on  the  occasion  I  have  referred  to, 
that  the  custody  of  the  pablio  treasure  be- 
longed, by  the  constitution,  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  States  and  of  the  people ;  and  that 
almost  any  sacrifice  ought  to  be  made,  in  order 
to  restore  it  to  their  hands.  Bat  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina~-whose  opinion,  since  he 
has  recovered  from  the  first  surprise  that  the 
executive  act  occasioned,  is,  on  this  subject 
especially,  entitled  to  a  very  great  weight — 
thinks  that  no  man,  possessing  both  honestr 
and  sense,  could  vote  for  the  resolution  whidi 
passed  the  Senate. 

{Mr.  Stbutob.  I  did  not  s^  so.  I  said 
they  conld  not,  unless  under  strong  previow 
bias.] 

Mr.  EwnTG.  TheenUnation  amounts  to  bat 
little.  A  bias  which  destro;^ed  the  honesty  or 
obscured  the  sense,  is  now  introduced  and  at- 
tributed, to  lighten  the  odium  of  -the  charge 
which  his  unqualified  language,  as  I  understood 
it,  cast  upon  the  former  minority  of  this  body. 
And  now,  the  Senator  from  Vir^ia,  who  be- 
lieved the  President  had  gone  to  the  very 
verge  of  the  constitution,  and  had  then  pos- 
sf«^  himself  of  the  treasure  which,  by  that 
constitation,  belonged  to  the  rqtresentetivea  <tf 
the  people,  and  the  Senator  from  ITorth  Caro- 
lina, who  was.  in  private,  "startled"  by  the 
boldness  •of  the  act,  until  he  fbnnd  that  the 
peoi^e  sastained  it  are  ready  to  vote  censure 
and  obloquy  npon  those  Senators  who  ventured 
to  express  an  opinion,  before  they  knew  whether 
that  opinion  would  be  sosUuned  by  the  popular 
voice  or  not.  For  one,  I  respect  not  their 
opinions,  so  elicited  and  so  expressed ;  and  I 
scorn  their  censure  and  their  reproach.  "When 
men  use  language  harsh  or  vindictive,  or  utter 
degrading  cnaives  against  others  at  least  as 
honorable  as  i^emsdves,  they  seize  a  two- 
edged  sword,  which  <rften  wounds  the  hand  that 
wields  it  I  am  willing  to  stand  in  the  ranks 
in  which  I  Ih^i  stooa,  and  now  stand,  and 
reoeiTe  thdr  Miset,  no  matter  how  fierce  and 
howfarions.  lam  willing  to  risk  the  character 
of  the  majority  which  paased  that  resolaticn, 
for  integrity  and  intelligence,  and  independence 
of  ti^onght  and  of  action,  against  this  m^jorify, 
which  is  now  the  instrument  of  its  repudiation. 
And  if,  in  connection  with  the  pregnant  inci- 
dente  of  the  times,  the  names  of  those  who 
have  token  part  in  the  moving  scenes  should 
descend,  and  pass  in  review  before  posterity, 
I  feel  that  I  have-  well  chosen  the  rank  in 
which  my  humble  name  ^all  stand  to  reoeive 
the  judgment  of  that  august  tribunal.  • 

I  find  that  I  am  desultory  and  diffiue  in  my 
coarse  of  discasuon,  bnt  time  was  not  allowed 
me  to  prepare  to  be  ooimeeted  and  bri^  I 
have  shown  that  the  removal  of  the  depoats 
was  in  vudatloa  of  a  ooatnot,  and  against  law. 
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I  Bhall  now  endesTor  to  make  good  the  podtion 
that  it  was  in  violation  of  the  constitntion.  For 
this,  a  few  words  will  suffice ;  for  it  flows  as  a 
conseqaence  from  the  illegality  of  the  act  of 
ronoval,  and  the  conceded  i>oint  that  the  L^;i»- 
lAtore,  uid  not  the  Exeootive,  is  the  ooustita- 
tional  keeper  and  gaar^wi  of  the  pnblio  treas- 
ore.  Tho  FresidBnt,  if  he  had  seized  that 
treasare  by  an  act  of  open  and  direot  violence, 
and  become  himself  the  keeper,  in  defiance  of 
l^isladve  aathority,  would,  oy  the  concurrent 
opinion  of  all  here,  have  violated  that  constitn- 
tion which  made  the  L^islatnre  its  keeper. 
Bnt  itf  through  the  exercise  of  a  power  whidi 
the  law  (not  the  constitntion)  placed  in  his 
hands  for  other .  purposes,  he  did  by  lawful 
means  effect  this  nnconatitntional  ol^ect,  does  it 
vary  the  case,  or  make  the  violation  of  the 
constitution  less  certain?  The  President  had 
by  law  a  rwht  to  remove  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  t£ongh  he  had  no  right  to  acoce  tiie 
pnblio  treaanre ;  bnt,  through  the  exerdae  of 
that  power  of  removal,  exerted  for  that  distinct 
and  avowed  pnnKMe^  mi  that  porpose  only,  he 
did  adze  upon  the  pnblio  treasure,  and  dispose 
of  it  accordii^  to  his  wilL  He  need  a  lawful 
ve^Km  to  do  an  illegal  and  unconstitntional 
act.  This  is  not  difficult  to  be  comprehended. 
A  man  has  a  I^al  right  to  use  his  own  walking- 
stick;  yet  it  is  easy,  to  conceive  how  he  may 
use  it  iUegally.  The  Senator  ftom  Vlmiiia 
admitB  that  the  President  almost  violated  the 
constitntion.  "He  marched  to  its  verge."  I 
say  he  overstepped  it. 

These  a»  my  reasons  for  thinking  and  for 
voting  that  the  execntive  act  of  the  President 
in  the  case  referred  to,  was  not  in  accordance 
with  tbftooDsiltatiiHL  and  law,  bnt  in  violation 
ofboth;  and  I  eare  not  bow  lightly  the  Smator 
from  Korth  Carolina  may  speak  of  either  the 
sense  or  honesty  which  dictated  that  opinion 
and  that  vote.  Language  such  as  his  on  this 
ooeadm  falls  hannleea  to  the  groondf  at  recoils 
on  him  who  utters  it 

Having  proved  the  statement  in  the  resolution 
tine,  the  next  inquiry  is  as  to  our  right  to 
spread  it  on  the  record.  Qentiemen  on  the 
nde  of  the  administration  heap  upon  the  act, 
in  this  aspect  of  it,  the  terms  ''shameful," 
**dlagraoeful,"  "flagrant  impropriety  aU  the 
«^thetB  of  detestation  and  abhorrence  which 
those  diligent  gentifflnen  have  been  aUe  to 
ooUeot  and  amasa  from  oar  whole  vocabulary. 
Bat  let  this  pass;  it  amonnts  to  little.  Be- 
pTMch  and  violence  from  tiiose  who  profess  to 
pass  Judgment  leaves  an  int^igent  public  (to 
whom  ia  the  final  a^tpeal)  impressed  with  tiie 
conviotioa  that  the  diMretion  of  the  judge  was 
lost  in  his  own  passion.  They  prooabi^  will 
not  stop  to  inquire  what  has  become  of  his  pro- 
priety. On  t^e  one  hand,  towards  the  former 
ority  of  the  Senate  we  have  vituperattou 
reproach  fit  to  be  cast  only  on  a  tenant  of 
Newgate,  by  a  felon  like  himself ;  and  towards 
the  President  tirade  upon  tirade  of  fulsome 
flattary,  i^oh  mMld  make  even  a  ooqoette  torn 
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sick.  Let  all  this  go  to  the  country ;  a  discern- 
ing public  will  see  what  I  see — motives  not  to 
be  named  or  avowed,  lying  deep  in  the  breasts 
of  those  who  say  and  do  these  things — de^ 
bnt  not  hidden,  sad  prompting  them,  or  rather 
goading  them  on  to  the  act  As  the  deed  is  to 
be  done,  I  am  glad  it  comes  in  the  form,  and  Is 
pressed  in  the  spirit  and  temper  which  here 
discloses  itself;  for,  being  so  done,  it  will  be 
repudiated  as  anthtni^,  either  as  to  opini<Hi 
or  fact,  by  evei^  honest  and  candid'  mind. 

"Why  was  it  improper  or  indelicate  to  pass 
this  resolution,  if  the  facts  and  opinions  set 
forth  in  it  be  true  and  correct?  Gentiemen 
say  we  may  not  express  our  opinion  of  the  act, 
b&»u8e  we  may  possibly  be  tiie  triers  of  the 
actor.  The  President  might,  by  possibility,  be 
impeached,  and  we,  as  a  Senate,  would  be  called 
upomto  try  him;  tlierefore,  it  was  indelicate 
and  improper  to  give  aa  opinion  beforehand 
which  wiffA  influenoe  our  aeoision  hereafter. 
Now,  my  answer  to  this  is,  that  the  qnestioi 
of  delicacy  and  propriety  here  put,  is  merely  ' 
of  a  personal  nature,  and  addresses  itself  to 
each  mdividnal  member  rather  than  to  the 
whole  body;  for  the  Senat«,  as  a  bady,  was 
not  committed  to  any  thing  by  that  resolution. 
Suppose,  then,  at  the  time  these  resolutions 
passed,  with  the  full  knowledge  that  all  of  us 
had  of  the  power  of  the  Executive  and  the 
state  of  parties  in  the  other  House ;  suppose  . . 
any  one  here,  being  asked  privately  hie  opinion 
on  the  subject,  h^  declined,  as  a  matter  of 
delicacy,  to  give  it,  lest  he  should  be  committed, 
in  case  of  an  impeachment  preferred  against 
the  President,  wbudi  would  you  have  omiirid- 
ered  it,  a  serious  somple,  or  ratiier  aa  idle  jeatt 
The  t^th  is,  the^  la  nothing  in  the  pidnt,  nor 
am  I  able  to  convince  myself  that  any  man 
("  except  under  stroofj  political  bias  ")  can  be- 
lieve there  is  any  thing  in  it  As  for  mysel£ 
I  knew  there  was  to  be  no  impeachment,  and 
no  trial ;  and  my  own  opinion  propriety  and 
right  was  then,  as  it  is  now,  the  gmde  of  my 
own  actions.  The  President  had  done  an  act 
violatory  of  the  constitution,  and  especially 
affecting  the  powers  and  rights  of  this  body  as 
one  of  the  legislative  branches  of  the  Gkivem- 
ment  What  was  to  be  done?  Reassert  the 
constitution  and  the  rights  of  the  Senate  by 
law  t  The  executive  veto  was  ready  to  give  a 
quietas  to  every  law  which  yon  might  have 
attempted  to  pass.  He  had  possessed  himself 
of  tiie  pnblio  treasure,  and  yon  could  pass  no 
law  to  wrest  it  from  his  hands.  What  was  to  . 
be  done  ?  Be  calm,  say  ^;entiemen ;  be  quiet ; 
make  no  distorbance ;  it  is  quite  startiing ;  but 
say  nothing ;  the  country  can  stand  it ;  and 
perhaps,  if  you  are  silent  and  patient  undw  ' 
this,  the  President  may  commit  no  more  aots 
of  violence ;  but,  if  yon  irritate,  he  ma^  do  atiU 
worse  things.  They  therefore  would  have  rap 
commended  sOence  and  submission. 

The  Senate,  as  a  legislative  body,  has  the 
right  to  assert  its  own  powers  by  virtue  of  that 
flrst  ot  natore^B  law%  sdf-prwervation.  A 
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bodj  composed  of  nnmerons  members  can 
^leiuc  only  hy  some  preseribed  form,  sncli  as 
aaordarorreeotation;  and  aa,  in  tlua  case,  their 
eonatitntional  powraa  were  assailed,  it  was 
thedr  dntj,  tiidr  solemn  duty^  to  reassert  tbem, 
that  the  invasion  might  not  stand  withoat  ob- 
jection or  contradiction^  and  thua  become  a 
binding  precedent  in  ftiture  times. 

The  reaolntion  the  Senate  is  also  o1^}eoted 
to  as  one  couched  in  terms  of  censure  agunst 
the  President ;  it  is  sud  to  be  repruachfnl  in 
its  language  and  its  import.  Believing  that  I 
have  established  the  position  that  the  resolu- 
tion is  true  in  point  of  fact  and  .opinion,  and 
that  it  vas  due  to  the  rights  of  this  body, 
which  we  were  delegated  by  the  States,  for  the 
time  being,  to  gaard  and  protect,  that  we  should, 
in  a  resolation  couched  in  some  language,  assert 
those  rights ;  I  now  ask  any  lundTd  4nan, 
whether  a  partisan  of  the  Preddoit  or  not,  if 
be  oan  deviae  any  language,  conTeying  the  sub- 
■tanoe  and  sense  of  that  resolution,  wnic^  ahall 
be  more  decorous  and  more  coorteons  thtu 
that?  Oan  yon,  dr,  convey  the  idea  in  milder, 
more  di^ified,  and  more  appropriate  language  ? 
It  is  ink  it  contains  no  compliment,  no  adda- 
tion.  This  the  Senator  from  Penn^lvania  has 
discovered,  and  therefore  condemns  it  That 
gentleman,  in  reference  to  the  Preadent,  uses 
the  word  "  immacnlate,"  which  I  never  before 
heard  applied  to  but  one  created  b^ng,  and 
that  in  worship.  This  resolution  contams  no 
Buch  term,  as  applied  to  the  Fivesident ;  and  I 
think  I  would  not  no'tr*  if  H  were  again  b<^ore 
tlie  Senate,  move  to  insert  the  word,  even  if 
that  would  gain  for  it  the  vote  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania. 

In  England,  from  which  we  derive  onr  free 
inatitntions,  and  to  which  we  still  refer  for  pre- 
cedent of  parliamentary  independence,  (God 
knows  how  long  thoee  examples  may  be  en- 
dured,) in  England  it  la  not  deemed  the  duty 
of  Parliament  to  address  the  Kit^,  or  to  answer 
his  address,  in  terms  only  of  acquiesoenoe  and 
praise.  The  British  Parliament  represents  a 
free  people,  and  they  have  not  forgotten  to 
upeak  the  langoage  of  freemen ;  and  did  any 
one  ever  hear  of  .an  attempt  in  that  body  to 
castreproaehnpon  itself  cnr  any  of  tts  niembera, 
beeanse  they  ventm^  in  anoh  address  to  move 
or  to  expnm  ^sapprobation  d  the  acts  of 
their  mwaroh.  or  to  assert  th^r  own  rights  or 
the  rights  of  the  people  ?  It  certainly  has  not 
been  deemed  a  cause  for  expunging  their  jour- 
nals, that  they  contain  something  disagreeable  to 
mj^esty.  There  was  a  time,  it  is  true,  as  late 
as  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First,  when  the 
King  sent  into  the  House  of  Commons  bis  war- 
rant to  arrest  uid  imprison  members  for  words 
uttered  on  the  floor  of  Parliament ;  bat  that 
time  has  gone  by.  Great  Britain,  moving  in 
the  direction  towwds  freedom  and  the  penect> 
ing  of  free  institutions,  has  long  since  pt^ed 
that  point,  and  we,  tending  as  rapidly  towards 
deq)otio  power*  have  not  yet  quite  reached  it. 
Wlua  we  look  at  British  precMeats  and  refor 
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to  British  histoiy,  we  ought  not  to  forget  that 
they  and  we  have  started  at  different  points, 
and  are  moving  in  different  directions.  They, 
beginning  with  an  irregular  and  abnost  despouo 
monarchy,  with  undefined  powers,  checked  <a^j 
by  tlie  strength  of  the  feudal  aristocracy,  have 
marched  onwards  dowly  but  steadily,  step  by 
step^  towards  the  perfection  of  a  free  kdA  rep- 
resentative Govonment:  and  perhaps  tiiey 
ai-e  still  moving  onward.  We,  commencing 
with  a  pure  coostitntional  representative  Gov- 
ernment, with  justly  balanced  powers,  have 
rushed  onward  with  a  velocity  almost  incon- 
ceivable towards  despotism.  If  it  be  decoroos 
to  call  that  de^otism  which  concentrates  all 
the  powers  of  the  Government  in  a  single  man, 
and  makes  his  will  the  law.  Zf^  in  our  different 
course,  we  should  meet  our  ^eat  archetype^ 
and  &id,  at  some  one  moment  of  our  histwy, 
onr  Government  to  be  what  hers  Is  or  was,  we 
are  not  to  suppose  that  our  career  is  thence- 
forward to  be  tiie  same.  If  we  meet,  we  pass 
with  the  swiftness  of  moving  ennnu^  so  that 
we  oan  scarcely  catoh  a  glance  m  that  wUcib 
we  have  met  and  from  which  we  are  passing. 

Mr.  Prraident,  every  thins  intrinsic  and  ex- 
trinsic^ all  that  can  catch  the  popular  ear  or 
enlist  one  vulgar  passion,  no  matter  how  low 
and  base,  is  resorted  to  by  gentlemen  who  ou^t 
to  be,  and  who  are,  honorable,  to  sustain  them 
in  the  commission  of  this  act  The  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr,  Rivxs,)  could  yon  credit  it, 
«r,  says  that  this  Senate,  which  is  one  of  the 
constitutifmal  departments  of  our  QoT^nment^ 
and  without  which  the  form  as  well  as  the 
essence  <^  onr  Government  conld  not  exist; 
that  this  Senate,  of  which  be  himself  is  a 
member,  and  which  a  ccmunon  but  very  homely 
proverb  might  teach  him  he  could  not  dishonor 
without  self-degradation ;  this  Senate,  he  st^s, 
is  essentially  an  aristot^atio  body,  riding  upon 
tiie  backs  of  the  people.  Do  we  hear  that  here, 
and  from  each  a  source,  or  was  I  deceived? 
Who  are  they  that  compose  the  aristocracy  of 
this  l>ody  ?  Men  elected  by  the  State  to  dia- 
cha^e,  for  a  time,  an  important  trost;  and 
who,  when  that  trost  is  discharged,  and  the 
period  of  their  service  ended,  return  agiun  to 
the  common  mass  from  which  they  were  taken  8 
Aristooraoy  1  Where  la  the  danger,  where  is 
the  posaibUitf}  d  an  aristooratic  order  liring 
up  ia  this  Union  t  Look  about  you  every- 
where: men  who  hold  the  highest  statioi^i 
and  wield  the  greatest  Inflnoice,  and  even 
wealth,  spring  from  the  common  ranks  of  the 
people.  Their  power  and  their  influence  they 
cannot  transmit ;  and,  as  to  their  wealth,  when 
the  band  that  gathered  and  the  hand  which 
holds  it  sh^  moolder  in  the  dust,  it  is  scattered 
to  the  four  winds  of  heaven ;  it  goes  to  bnUd  up 
and  enrich  the  son  of  the  hwd-handed  yeoman ; 
and  the  children's  children  of  him  who  count- 
ed his  gold  by  millions  become,  not  b^u^ 
but  common  labrarers  in  our  etnets.  Where, 
then,  is  the  danger  of  aristoerat^  in  America? 
There  ia  one  sonroe  teom  which  it  may  flow  in 
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upon  Dfl,  and  one  only.  'When  our  public  offices 
become  transmissible  bj  the  will  of  the  incum- 
bent to  bis  snccessor ;  when  the  men  who  hold 
station  can  direct  the  line  throogh  which  the 
saccession  to  that  station  shall  descend,  whether 
by  birth  to  the  son^  or  hj  nppointment  to  the 
fiiTorite,  we  have,  in  sabsiance,  a  monarchy, 
and  we  have  an  aristocracy,  in  the  classic 
language  of  the  Senator,  '*  riding  on  the  backs 
of  the  people ; "  nay,  we  have  worse,  a  shame- 
ful, corrupt  and  oorraptiog  oliff»chy. 

The  jrentleman  from  PennaylTauia  (lb*.  Bu- 
coASAx)  says  that  the  Senate  is  merely  called 
upon  to  reindge  its  own  justice;  in  other 
words,  to  determine  whether  the  opiuion  it 
expressed  was  correct  or  not.  But  is  this  true  ? 
Is  that  the  act  to  which  tiie  m^oritiy  of  the 
Senate  Is  dow  proceeding!  If  so,  it  were  but 
an  expression  of  opinion  adverse  to  opinions 
heretofore  eipreasea  by  a  former  majority,  and 
entirely  consistent  with  gentlemanly  intercourse 
and  feeling.  But  no  such  thing.  No ;  it  is 
placed,  and  it  is  pressed,  as  a  vote  of  craisnre 
and  opprobrium  upon  the  former  minority.  The 
gentieman  from  Pennsylvania,  it  seems,  once 
mtended  it  shoold  assume  a  form  oon^stent 
with  the  coortesy  and  propriety  of  legislative 
bodies.  He  promised  tne  strildng  out  of  the 
obnoxioaa  word  "  expunge,"  and  so  the  resolu- 
tion was  to  have  passed ;  and  what  strong 
motive,  or  strong  offence,  coold  have  indnoed 
the  Senator  to  abandon  his  conciliatory  course, 
and  again  poison  the  resolution  with  instdt  and. 
reproach!  What,  think  yoo^  could  have  so 
driven  him  from  his  propriety  t  Why,  truly  a 
Senator  from  Hassachusetts,  some  two  years 
since,  moved  to  lay  the  expunging  resolution, 
when  so  amended,  on  the  table ;  that  was  the 
insult:  a  motion  to  lay  a  resolution  on  the 
table  is  the  mighty  insult  which  swells  the 
hearts  of  genUemen  almost  to  bursting  with 
patriotic  indignation,  and  which  Justifies  all 
thia  harsh  and  rutbleas  violence.  Hence  the 
vtnd  "  expunge "  in  the  body  of  the  resolu- 
tion—  hence  a  recital  dialled  with  harsh 
and  iiyurious  imputation  as  genti^nen  can  use 
towards  each  other,  if  not  more  harsh  and 
more  iiyurious.  The  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania says  he  wished  to  be  saved  the  necessity 
of  compelling  the  Senate  to  vote  this  stigma 
upon  themselves.  Who,  I  ask,  gave  him,  and 
those  with  whom  he  acts,  power,  and  who  gave 
them  impunity,  to  fix  stigmas,  or  compel  sti^ 
maa,  upon  men,  in  all  things  honorable,  their 
equals  at  least!  Who  cares  for  their  stigma 
or  their  censure  {  I,  for  one,  cast  them  to  the 
winds.  I  despise,  I  trample  upon  them.  Sir, 
since  it  has  been  determined  tnat  a  resolution 
in  any  form  inconsistent  with  tiie  resolnfion  of 
March,  16S4,  should  pass ;  and  since  there  is  at 
last  a  m^ority  in  the  Senate  ready  to  obey  the 
mandate,  I  am  glad  onc^  t^in  that  it  contains 
sabstanco,  and  has  assumed  a  form,  which  will 
forever  destroy  it  as  authority  for  the  future ; 
and  when  it  comes  to  an  issue  such  as  this, 
veracity,  and  honor,  and  character  brought  hito 
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collision,  I  fear  not  the  issne  of  the  contest,  and 
I  care  not  with  what  weapons  it  is  waged.  All 
at  last  results  ia  an  appeal  to  the  conntry  and 
to  future  times.  And  if  this  resolution  had 
been  couched  in  language  of  decent  sobriety ; 
if  it  had  been  in  its  terms  calm,  dispassionate, 
and  strong,  it  would,  by  virtue  of  the  names 
which  support  it,  have  carried  with  it  much 
weight  and  authority;  but  now  there  is  no 
danger  of  this ;  tiie  resolution  itself,  and  the 
speeches  with  which  it  is  ushered  in,  show  the 
spirit  by  which  it  is  moved.  Sir  Edward  Ooke, 
at  a  time  when  he  was  himself  a  sycophantL 
called  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  "  a  spider  ttf  hell," 
because  Balelgh  was  unhappily  out  of  favor 
with  his  sovereign;  yet,  no  one  at  ibis  day 
esteems  Ooke  tiie  more  or  Balei^  the  less  for 
this  oulfwnring  of  malignity.  Edmund  Saun- 
ders, in  the  report  of  one  of  bis  cases  at  law, 
says  that  Twysdeu  (Justice)  ^ave  indgment  in 
furors;  and  ho  adds,  in  his  quiet  manner, 
"  note,  reader,  his  Judgment  was  clearly 
wrong;"  and  such  has  been  the  universal 
opinion  of  the  professipn  since ;  and  such  will 
be  the  opinion,  a  priori,  of  mankind,  as  to 
every  Jndidal  deeiaon,  and  every  act  of  a 
deliberative  body,  which  is  the  result  oi  pasdon 
rather  than  of  reason  and  Judgment 

The  majority  of  the  Senate,  who  are  moving 
OD,  or,  perhaps,  more  properiy  spealdng^  moved 
on,  to  the  destruction  of  the  jonmals,  ought  to 
consider  well  tiie  act  which  they  are  about  to 
perform.  The  constitution,  whidi  wo  and  l^ey 
are  sworn  to  support,  requires  that  the  Senate 
shall  "  keep  "  a  journal  of  their  proceedings ; 
much  useless  learning  was  expended  upon  wIb 
word  at  the  last  session.  We  know  its  mean- 
ing without  consulting  our  dictionaries;  its 
popular  sense  is  its  true  sense.  The  framers 
of  the  constitution  did  not  search  books  for  the 
definition  of  the  word,  but  understood  it  and 
used  it  in  its  idain  and  obviooa  sense :  and  tliey 
would  have  been  astonished  if  it  had  been  t^d 
them  that  that  word  could  ever  beomne  the 
suligect  of  cavil.  That  it  has  so,  and  that  it  ia 
now  the  doctrine  of  the  m^ority  that  tiie  de- 
struction of  the  record  is  no  infraction  of  the 
constitution,  which  requires  that  it  ^all  be 
kept,  is  a  touchstone  by  which  the  value  of 
tiieir  Judgment  against  the  fbnner  majority  of 
the  Senate  may  be  tested.  It  is  a  matter  that 
every  man  of  plain  common  sense  can  under- 
stand and  decide,  as  well  as  the  most  learned 
and  most  wise ;  and  they  can,  from  this  speci- 
men, determine  how  mudi  weight  is  dne  to  the 
opinions  of  men  who  hold  that  to  erase,  to  blot 
out,  to  expunge,  is  not  inconsistent  with  the 
command  "to  keep,"  to  which  command  we  all 
have  sworn  obedSance.  I  will  not  touch  the 
miserable  sophistry  by  which  gentiemen  at- 
tempt to  evade  the  meaning  and  wrest  the  sense 
of  this  provision  of  tiie  constitution :  it  does 
not  ment  a  reply. 

The  constitution  of  Pennsylvania  is  substan- 
tially copied,  in  this  particular,  from  the  Oon- 
stitntion  of  tbe  TTnited  States ;  like  tli8t|  it  con- 
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a  provision  that  both  HoaaeB  shall  keep  a 
journal.  Tho  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  many 
years  ago,  while  a  member  of  one  branch  at 
that  Legislature,  moved  a  resohitioii  declaring 
that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  constitution  to 
expunge  any  thin^  from  the  joumal  once  en- 
tered there.  He  is  of  the  some  opinion  still ; 
and  he  proposes  to  be  consistent,  and  yet  vote 
for  expunging  what  is  entered  on  the  joamals 
of  this  body,  onder  a  precisely  similar  constitu- 
tional provision.  Ooiud  any  man,  who  had  not 
heard  htm,  coqjectnre  how  this  could  be  done! 
The  word  e^trnge  has,  he  si^  a  literal,  and  it 
has  also  a  meti^horical  meanhig;  and  the  re- 
cords of  the  Senate  are  to  be  expanded  meta- 
phorically. What  a  faroe,  if  its  atrooi^  would 
permit  us  to  look  upon  it  as  a  subject  of  ridi- 
Onlel  But  who  could  avoid  smiling,  even  in 
^e  midst  of  bitterness,  to  see  the  array  of  au- 
thorities which  the  erudite  Senator  adduced  to 
^ow  that  the  word  ''expunge"  is  used  meta- 
phorically in  oases  where  it  cannot  have  a  lit- 
eral application?  He  has  shown  us  examples 
in  which  good  writers  speak  of  expnn^g  forms 
of  government,  systems  of  reUgion,  and  the 
vices  of  men— all  clearly  metaphorical,  and 
kno^n  at  once  to  be  so,  because  they  are  not 
BDSceptible  of  the  literal  and  phydcal  applica- 
tion of  the  term.  Too  cannot  draw  a  Uaok 
line  ovw,  nor  can  yon  draw  block  linea  ronnd, 
a  "form  of  govemmeot,"  for  yon  cannot  touch 
it  or  handle  it,  though  you  may  mar  its  s^m- 
metry  and  destroy  its  strength;  nor  can  yon 
take  physical,  tangible  hold  of  .systems  of  reli- 
gion or  of  human  vices ;  hence  the  terms  you 
^ply  to  them  are  necessarily  metaphorical, 
whether  you  expunge,  uproot,  or  demollBh 
them.  But  if  you  expunge  a  writing  which  is 
on  paper,  or  uproot  a  tree  or  shrub,  or  demol- 
ish a  building,  the  words  then  have  their  literal 
meaning,  capable  only  of  literal,  phy»cal  appli- 
cation; and  he  who  pretends  to  use  it  under 
those  olrcamstances  meti^bcnioally,  wrests  tiie 
wwd  from  its  trae  use,  and  gives  it  a  fUse 
anpHoation.  Expunge  metaphOTicallyl  The 
diaqulntion  of  the  learned  gentleman  reminds 
me  of  the  death  of  two  doughty  heroes  in  a 
fatal  batUe,  oommemorated  in  the  "Buw  of 
tiieLook"— 

"Oa*  dl«d  In  mett^^kor,  tnd  <um  Is  ■osf." 

It  will  be  seen  at  onoe  that  the  thought  is 
much  better  in  a  burlesque  poem  than  in  grave 
debate  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 

Bat  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has  spread 
dieering  prospects  before  ns;  a  bright  vista, 
opening  amid  the  surrounding  gloom,  to  delight 
our  vision.  This,  he  says,  is  -tiie  last  ezdtmg 
subject  that  is  to  a^tate  onr  coonoils',  ire  are 
to  nave  a  halcyon  season ;  all  is  to  be,  hence- 
forih,  quiet  and  kindness,  and  peace.  Bat  he 
has  not  told  us  how  these  things  are  to  be 
brought  to  pass ;  whether  this  is  the  last  act 
of  violence  that  is  to  be  perpetrated  by  the  ma- 
jority against  the  constitution  of  their  country 
and  the  rights  of  this  body ;  or  whether  he  sup- 
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poses  that,  by  this,  the  nnrit  of  liberty  is  to  be 
orushedj  and  we  are  to  be  awed  to  silence  and 
sobmission.  I  will  sappose  the  first,  as  it  bet- 
ter accords  with  the  kmdness  which  he  still 
entertains  for  those  whose  rights  and  feelings 
he  has  most  outraged ;  and  if  so,  his  language 
may  be  rendered  into  brief,  plain  English,  thus ; 
Gentlemen,  be  quiet  and  be  calm ;  meet  ns  with 
no  argaments,  and  cast  on  us  no  reproaches ; 
the  IVe^dent  most  be  gratified,  because  he  is 
immaculate ;  and  you  must  be  stigmatised,  be- 
cause you  have  offeoded  him.  We  be 
somewhat  harsh  and  unscrapulous,  but  excuse 
OS,  for  we  are  very  mooh  exdted;  but  tl^  is 
the  last  time  we  will  do  an  act  of  lawless  vio- 
lence against  yoa ;  all  shall  b^  henceforth,  jos- 
tioe  and  peace. 

I  should  be  gratified  to  know  that  tiie  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  has  that  power  over 
the  political  elements  which  he  seems  to  cicum, 
in  ^ving  us  this  strong  assurance  of  their  future 
quiet.  Would  that  we  could  rely  upon  his 
promise  or  his  prediction;  but  no,  he  is  de- 
ceived. Those  who  have  abandoned  the  stand- 
ard of  the  constitution  and  the  law,  cannot, 
when  they  choose,  rear  it  again,  and  rally  the 
hosts  around  it,  and  calm  their  fiears,  and  re- 
animate th^  confidence.  They  cannot  lagr 
their  hands  npon  the  institntiona  of  th«r  coun- 
try, and  pull  down  and  destn^,  vntil  they 
themselves  shall  be  satisfied,  and  then  hid  the 
work  of  mischief  cease.  When  the  ocean  is 
lashed  into  a  rage,  no  matter  who  are  the  spir* 
its  of  the  storm,  they  cannot  say  to  it,  "  thus  far 
Shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther;  and  here  shall 
thy  proud  waves  be  stayed."  Ko,  he  is  de- 
ceived; there  are  other  powers  in  motion  below 
and  around  him,  which  he  wists  not  of^  and 
whose  might  he  can  neither  direct  nor  resist. 
I  have  stood  upon  the  borders  of  this  mighty 
ocean,  and  noted  the  precursors  of  the  coming 
storm.  I  have  heard  the  moan  ^  the  waves 
in  the  caverns  of  the  deep,  and  seen  the  up- 
heaving of  the  billows,  which  wiU  rise,  and 
rage,  a^  toss,  as  foam  from  their  crest,  him 
and  those  who  are  now  iSa  trost  and  his 
strength. 

Mr.  President,  I  envy  not  the  triumph  of 
him  who  has  pressed  forward  these  resolutions, 
against  the  opinions,  and  the  feelings,  and  the 
conscieooes,  of  those  whom  he  has  found  means 
to  compel  lo  their  support— resolations  which  he 
has  ui^^  on  with  passions— ^erce,  vindictive 
farious.  Still  less  do  I  envy  the  condition  of 
those  who  are  compelled  to  go  onward,  against 
all  those  feelings  and  motives  whidi  uiould 
direct  the  actions  of  the  legislator  and  tiie 
man.  Why  do  I  see  around  me  so  many  pale 
features  and  downcast  eyes,  unless  it  be  that 
repentance  and  remorse  go  hand  in  hand  witii 
the  perpetration  of  the  deedf  I  had  rather 
stand  with  the  minority ;  yes,  I  would  rather 
a  thousand  times  stand  alone,  powerless  but 
conscience-free,  than  to  wield  the  strength  of 
an  empire,  on  the  hard  conditions  oa  which  it 
is  placed  in  their  hftr^^*! 
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Bat  this  ioene  is  passing,  and  will  Mom  have 
puMd,  not  to  be  recalled— the  deed  ia  to  be 
done,  and  yon  and  to  mnat  anbmit  oar  acta  to 
an  enlightened  pnblio,  wboae  judgment  will  be 
a  foretaste  of  tiie  Judgment  ot  poeterity.  To 
tiiese  I  bow  with  snbiussion  and  hope,  bat  not 
with  unwavering  confidence  of  the  fatnre. 
The  fame  of  those  who  have  joined  in  this 
stm^le  for  the  oonstitation  depends  upon  the 
final  Boccees  of  conatitntitmal  goTermnent.  If 
that  prevail  and  endare,  if  the  clonds  that  over- 
ahadow  its  proapeots  paas'away.  and  It  be  re- 
atored  to  what  it  onoe  waa,  in  all  ita  freahneaa 
and  bean^,  every  thii^  that  we  ooald  deeire 
fiir  onraelvea  and  onr  eonntrj  ia  attained.  Bat 
if  we  still  more  on  in  tlw  downward  conrae,  if 
the  cataract  only  be  paaaed,  and  we  are  to  gUde 
on  in  the  smooth  bat  rtqud  onrrent  into  lixe 
gulf  to  which  we  have  been  tending,  and  are 
neTer  to  retoro,  theae  atrug^es  will  be  referred 
to  hereafter  aa  aoenea  in  which  the  country  waa 
^torbed  by  violent  and  {tutiona  qiiiits,  and 
the  names  of  those  who  stood  for  the  constita- 
tion  amid  theae  stormy  aoenea  wilt  be  mentJon- 
ed  oidy  with  oensure  and  reproach.  60  it  has 
been  bi  lamea  paat.  When  the  last  spark  of 
B<Hnan  liberty  waa  eztii^iniahed,  and  a  Aion- 
oreh's  court  and  conncil  occapied  the  fornm 
and  the  Senate  chamber,  when  no  voice  but 
diat  of  AngutoB  waa  heard,  and  no  nower  bat 
his  was  known,  the  venal  flatterers  of  his  coort 
^ed  with  each  other  in  heai^ng  pndse  on  him, 
■1^  censure  and  re^tMoh  on  thoae  firm  apirita 
who  itood  for  their  country  to  the  last,  and 
were  M  last  burled  in  ita  rains.  Geesar,  by  his 
power  and  clemency,  had  aut^agated  a  world ; 
all  bat  the  dark  and  unbending  soul  of  Cato. 
In  an  event  such  as  this,  (which  Heaven  avert,) 
let  the  little  band  to  whioh  it  is  my  pride  to 
bdtmg,  share  in  the  reproach  aa  they  ahare  in 
the  ^irit  of  the  laat  of  the  Bomans — ^that  spirit 
which  Booma  to  bow  before  any  earthly  power, 
iBve  that  <tf  th^  ooantry  and  ita  laws. 

FivUit  qf  tie  Senator*  from  Mauachuuttt. 

The  debate  having  doaed,  and  the  question 
htoDg  about  to  be  taken,  Mr.  Wbbrb  rose  and 
addnssed  the  Senate  aa  fSoUowa : 

Mr.  Preddent :  Upon  the  tmih  and  jaatioe 
of  the  original  resolntion  of  the  Senate,  and 
npon  the  authority  of  the  Senate  to.paaa  that 
reaolntion,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  express  my 
oplnloDH  ek.  a  sabsequent  p^od,  when  the  Pres- 
iiknt's  protest  was  before  as.  Thoee  ojHDiras 
remain  altogether  unchanged. 

And  now,  had  the  conatitation  secured  the 

rivil^e  of  entering  a  peotkst  on  the  jonnud, 
shoTud  not  say  one  word  on  this  occasion; 
althoujghf  if  what  is  now  propoeed  afaaU  be  ao- 
oorni^uhed,  I  know  not  what  would  have  been 
the  value  n  such  a  provision,  however  fbrmaUy 
or  eareftilly  it  might  have  been  inaerted  in  the 
body  of  tluit  instniment. 

BnL  aa  tkon  ia  no  ancih  oonstitntional  privi- 
lege^ I  eon  only  eflbot  my  poipoae  hj  thns  ad- 
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dreaaing  the  Senate;  and  I  rise,  therefore,  to 
make  that  PBOTEST  in  this  manner,  in  the 
face  of  the  Senate,  and  in  the  fiwe  of  the  coun- 
try, whioh  I  cannot  present  in  any  other  form. 

I  speak  in  my  own  behalf,  and  in  behalf  of 
my  colleague ;  we  both  spe^  as  Senators  from 
the  State  of  Masaachosetts,  and,  as  snch,  we  sol- 
emnly PBOTEST  agalDst  this  whole  proceeding.  * 

We  deny  that  Senators  from  other  Statea 
have,  any  power  or  authority  to  expunge  any 
vote  or  Totea  which  we  4iave  given  here,  and 
which  we  have  recorded,  agreeably  to  the  ex- 
press proviaion  of  the  oon^^tioo. 

We  have  a  hi|^  persuial  intwest,  and  the 
State  whose  representatives  we  are,  has  also  a 
hi(^  interest  in  the  entire  preservation  of  every 
p^  and  parcel  of  the  reoord  of  our  oondno^ 
'  as  members  of  the  Sraate. 

This  reoord  the  constitution  B(demnly  dedarea 
shall  be  Jcatt;  but  the  resolution  before  the 
Senate  deofarea  that  this  reoord  shall  be  ex- 
punged. 

Whethw  subterfuge  and  evasion,  and,  aa  it 
appeara  to  us,  the  degrading  mockery  of  draw- 
ing black  lines  upon  the  journal,  shall  or  shall 
not  leave  our  namea  and  our  votes  le^ble,  when 
thia  violation  of  the  record  shall  have  been 
completed,  still  the  terms  "  to  expunge  "  and 
the  terms  "  to  keep,"  when  ^plied  to  a  record^ 
import ideaa exactly contaradictory;  aajnodiso 
aatiietemu"  to  preserve  "and  the  terms  "to 
destroy." 

A  reoord  which  is  esgmnffed,  is  not  a  record 
which  is  k^t,  any  more  than  a  record  which  la 
deetroyed  can  be  a  reoord  which  is  pretened. 
The  part  expunged  is  no  longer  part  of  tiie  rec- 
ord ;  it  has  no  longer  a  legal  existence.  It 
cannot  be  certifiod  aa  a  part  of  the  ^ceeding 
of  the  Senate  fiw  any  porpose  of  proof  w  evf- 
denoe. 

The  object  of  the  proviaion  in  the  conatitn- 
tion,  as  we  think,  most  obviously  is,  that  Uie 
prooeedinga  of  the  Senate  shall  be  preserved, 
m  writing,  not  for  the  present  only,  not  unlai 
pablishea  (mly,  because  a  oopy  of  the  printed 
journal  is  not  regular  legal  evidmce;  bat  pre- 
served indefinitely ;  preserved,  as  otii«'  records 
are  preserved,  tiU  destroyed  by  tame  or  aooi- 
dent 

Every  one  must  see  tiiat  matters  of  the  blu- 
est importance  depend  on  the  permanoit  pres- 
ervation <tf  the  Joumala  of  me  two  Hoosea. 
What  but  the  journals  show  that  biUa  have  been 
regularly  paased  into  laws,  throogh  the  several 
stages ;  what  but  the  journal  ahowa  who  are 
m embers,  or  who  ia  President,  or  Spe«ker,  or 
Secretary,  or  Clerk,  of  the  body  ?  What  but 
the  journal  oontaiua  the  proof,  uecesaary  for  the 
Jnstific^on  of  those  who  act  under  our  an- 
uiority,  and  who^  without  the  power  of  pro- 
ducing such  proof^  most  stand  as  treapaaaers  I 
What  but  the  jonrnala  dow  who  is  appcHnted, 
and  who  r^eoted,  by  ua,  on  the  Preeidenfa 
nomination :  or  who  is  aoqaitted,  or  who  ocm- 
vioted^  in  lanals  on  impesnhmwit  \  Ia8h(a1^ii 
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there,  at  any  time,  any  other  regular  and  le^ 
proof  of  any  act  done  by  the  Senate  than  the 
jonmol  itself? 

The  idea,  therefbre,  that  the  Senate  la  bound 
to  preserve  its  jonrnal  only  nntil  It  is  pnbli^ed, 
and  then  may  alter,  mutilate,  or  destroy  it  at 
nleasnre,  appears  to  na  one  of  the  moat  extraor- 
ainary  sentiments  ever  advanced. 

"Wq  are  deeply  gratefnl  to  those  Mends  who 
have  ^own,  witli  so  mnoh  clearness,  that  all 
the  precedents  relied  dn  to  Justify  or.to  excase 
tliia  proceediDg,  are  either  not  to  the  purpose, 
or,  from  tiie  times  and  circnmstanoes  at  and 
under  whidh  they  happened,  are  no  way  entitled 
to  respect  in  a  free  Government  exisluig  under 
ft  wntten  oonstitntion.  Bat,  for  onrselvee,  we 
atand  on  the  plain  words  of  that  constitution 
itsdf,  A  thousand  precedents  elsewhere  made, 
whether  ancient  or  modem,  can  neither  rescind, 
nor  control,  nor  explain  away,  these  words. 

The  words  are,  "  each  House  shall  eebp  a 
journal  of  its  proceedings."  No  gloss,  no  in- 
genuity, no  Bi>ecionfl  interpretation,  ana  much 
less  can  any  fair  or  just  reasoning,  reconcile  the 
process  of  expunging  with  the  plain  meaning 
<jf  ^ese  words  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
mon sense  and  honest  miderstanding  of  man- 
kind. 

II  the  Senate  may  now  expunge  one-  part  of 
the  ioanud  of  a  former  session,  it  may,  with 
equal  aatliority,  exponge  another  part,  or  the 
whole.  It  may  expunge  the  entire  reoord  of 
any  one  season,  or  of  ul  sessions. 

It  seems  to  ns  inconceivable  how  any  men 
o&n  r^iard  snoh  a  power,  and  its  exercise  at 
pleasore,  as  con^tent  with  the  injuncUon  of 
the  constitution.  It  can  make  no  difference 
what  is  the  completeness  or  incompleteness  of 
the  act  of  expunging,  or  by  what  means  done, 
whe^er  by  erasure,  obliteration,  or  deface- 
ment; if  by  defacement,  as  here  proposed, 
vbether  (me  word  or  many  words  are  written 
on  liie  faoe  of  the  reoord ;  whether  little  ink 
or  much  ink  is  shed  on  tiie  p^>«r ;  or  whether 
some  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  oHginal  writ- 
ten jonmal  may  yet  by  possibility  m  traced. 
If  the  act  done  be  an  act  to  expunge,  to  blot 
out,  obliterate,  to  erase  the  record,  wen  the 
record  is  expunged,  blotted  out,  obliterated, 
and  erased.  And  mutilation  and  alteration 
violate  the  record  as  much  as  obliteration  or 
erasure.  A  record,  subsequently  altered,  is  not 
the  original  reoord.  It  no  longer  ^ves  a  just 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate.  It 
is  no  longer  true.  It  is,  in  short,  no  journal  of 
the  real  and  actual  proceedings  of  the  Senate, 
such  as  the  constitntion  says  each  Hotise  shall 
keep. 

The  constitution,  therefore,  is,  in  our  ddiber- 
atejodgment,  vicdued  by  this  proceeding  in  the 
most  plain  and  open  manner. 

The  oonstitntaon,  moreover,  provides  that 
the  ysos  and  najft,  on  an^  question,  shall,  at 
the  request  of  one-fifth  of  tiie  members  pres- 
ent, l«  entered  on  t&e  jtwrnolL  This  provision, 
most  manifeetly,  g^res  a  pencaial  ri^t  to  those 
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members  who  may  demand  it,  to  tiie  entry  and 
preservation  of  their  votes  on  the  record  of  tite 
proceeding  of  the  body,  not  for  one  day  or  one 
year  only,  but  for  all  time.  There  the  yeae  and 
nays  are  to  stand,  forever,  as  permanent  and 
lasting  proof  of  the  manner  in  which  members 
have  voted  on  great  and  important  qoestifflis 
before  them. 

Bat  it  is  now  insisted  that  the  votes  of  mem- 
bers, taken  by  yeae  and  nays,  and  thus  entered 
on  the  journal,  as  matter  of  right,  may  still  be 
expunged ;  so  that  that,  whidi  it  requires  mwe 
than  four-fifths  of  the  Senators  to  prevent  from 
being  pdt  on  the  journal,  may,  nevertheless,  be 
stm^  o&,  and  erased,  the  next  moment,  or  at 
any  period  afterwards,  by  the  will  of  a  mere 
majority ;  or,  if  this  be  not  admitted,  then  the 
absurdity  is  adopted  o{  maintainiog  that  this 
provision  of  the  constitution  is  fulfilled  by 
merely  preserving  the  yea*  and  wt/y»  on  tiae 
jonnud,  after  having  expunged  and  obliterated 
the  very  resolution,  or  the  very  question,  on 
which  they  were  given,  and  to  which  alone 
they  refer ;  leaving  the  yeas  and  nays  thns  a 
mere  list  of  names,  connected  with  no  subject, 
no  question,  no  vote.  We  put  it  to  the  impar- 
tial Jndgnwnt  of  mankind,  if  this  proceeaina 
be  not,  In  tUa  respect  also,  diraotly  and  pal- 
pa^  inomnstent  with  the  craistitutaon. 

we  protest^  in  the  most  atdemn  manner,  that 
otliw  Senators  have  no  anthority  to  depiive  na 
of  our  personal  rights,  secured  to  ns  by  the 
constitution,  eitlier  by  oxpunj^ng,  or  obliterat- 
ing, or  mutilating,  or  defitoing,  the  record  of 
our  votes,  duly  entered  by  yeae  and  naye;_  or 
by  expunging  and  obliterating  the  resuatioDB 
or  questions  on  which  those  votes  were  pven 
and  recorded. 

We  have  seen,  with  deep  and  sinoero  pain, 
the  Legislatures  of  respectable  States  instruct- 
ing the  Senators  of  those  States  to  vote  for  and 
support  this  violation  of  the  joonal  of  the  Sen- 
ate; and  tids  pain  is  infinitely  increased  by  our. 
Ibll  bdie^  and  entire  oonviotioo,  that  most,  if 
not  all  tttese  proceedings  of  States,  had  th^ 
<mgin  in  promptings  from  Washington;  that 
they  have  been  ui^entiy  requested  and  insisted 
on  as  being  necessary  to  tiie  accomplishment 
of  tiie  intended  purpose ;  and  that  it  is  nothing 
else  but  the  influence  and  power  of  the  execu- 
tive branch  of  this  Government  which  has 
brought  the  Le^slatures  of  so  many  of  the  free 
States  of  this  ifnion  to  quit  the  ^here  of  their 
ordinary  duties,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operat- 
ing to  accomplish  a  measure,  in  our  Judgment, 
so  tmcoDstitutional,  so  derogatory  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  Senate,  and  marked  with  so  broad 
an  impression  of  oompUanoe  with  power. 

But  this  resdatiML  is  to  pass,  we  expect  it. 
That  eanse,  which  haa  been  pow«fuI  enough 
to  infloenoe  so  nunv  State  Legislatures,  will 
show  itself  powerfbi  enou^  especially  with 
such  aids,  to  seoore  the  passage  of  the  resdu- 
tion  here. 

We  make  up  our  minds  to  beliold  the  Bpeo- 
taUe  which  is  to  ensue. 
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Ve  collect  onrselTM  to  Um^  on,  In  nlcnoe^ 
while  a  Bcene  1b  oMblted  wUoh,  if  we  did  not 
regard  it  as  ratiilew  Tiolatlim  of  a  saored  instru- 
ment wonld  appear  to  as  to  be  little  elevated 
above  the  character  of  a  contemptible  farce. 

The  scene  we  shall  behold,  and  hnndreds  of 
American  citizens,  as  man7  as  may  crowd  into 
these  lobbies  and  galleries,  will  behold  It  also : 
with  what  feelings,  I  do  not  undertake  to  say. 

Bnt  we  PBOTBST,  we  most  solemnlj  pbotist, 
ag^nst  the  substance  and  against  the  manner 
^this  proceediiig,  agunst  its  object,  against  its 
form,  and  agiunst  its  effect.  We  tell  70a  that 
yon  hare  no  right  to  mar  or  mutilate  the  rec- 
ord of  ottT  Totes  given  here,  and  recorded  ao- 
cording  to  the  con8titati<Hi ;  we  tell  70a  tliat 
jon  may  as  wdl  erase  the  y«a$  and  najft  on 
anj  other  qnestion  or  resolataon,  or  on  all  qnea- 
fions  and  resolntions,  as  on  this ;  we  tell  jon 
that  70a  have  lost  as  mnch  right  to  fidsify  the 
leoOTd,  by  BO  altering  it  .as  to  make  ns  appear 
to  have  voted,  on  any  question,  as  we  did  not 
Tote,  as  yon  have  to  erase  a  record,  and  moke 
that  page  a  blank,  in  which  oar  votes,  as  they 
were  actaall7  given  and  recorded,  now  stand. 
The  one  proceeding,  as  it  appears  to  ns,  is  as 
mnch  a  ffdsification  of  the  record  as  the  other. 

Having  made  this  PROTEST,  onr  dntv  is 
performed.  We  rescue  our  own  name^  char- 
acter, and  honor,  from  aU  paitimpation  m  this 
matter ;  aad  whatever  the  wayward  character 
of  the  times,  the  headlong  and  plnni^Dg  spirit 
of  party  devotioQ.  or  the  fbar  or  the  lore  of 
power,  may  have  been  able  to  bring  aboat  else- 
where, we  demre  to  thank  Ood  that  they  have 
not,  as  yet,  overcome  the  love  of  liberty,  fideli- 
ty to  true  repablioan  principles,  and  a  sacred 
regard  for  the  constitution,  in  that  State  whose 
sou  was  drenched,  to  a  mire,  by  the  first  and 
best  blood  of  the  Revolution.  Massachusetts, 
as  yet,  has  not  been  conquered ;  and  while  we 
have  the  honor  to  hold  seats  here  as  her  Senar 
tors,  we  shall  never  consent  to  a  Bacrifloe  either 
of  her  rights,  or  our  own ;  we  shall  never  taH 
to  oppose  what  we  regard  as  a  plain  and  open 
violation  of  the  constitation  of  the  coontry ;  and 
we  ahoold  have  thon^t  oorselvea  whdlv  un- 
worthy (tf  her  if  we  had  not,  with  all  the 
wrfemnify  and  eameatoesa  In  onr  poww,  pbo- 
TMTTO  agfdnst  the  adoption  of  the  reecuation 
now  before  tiie  Senate. 

The  qnestion  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  as  amended, 

Mr.  Bbnton  demanded  the  yeaa  and  n^; 
which  were  ordered. 

He  then  moved  that  the  blanks  in  the  resolu- 
tion bo  filled  by  inserting  the  16th  day  of  Jan- 
uary. It  was  agreed  to ;  and,  having  been  done. 

The  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  adoptiwi  of  the  resdution  in  the  follow- 
ing form : 

Seaolution  to  expunge  from  the  journal  the  retoltt- 
tion  of  the  Senate  ofMcareh  2d,  1634,  in  relation 
to  Preaideni  Jadeton  aitd  tJu  nmoMl  of  thtde- 


on  the  suit  diy  of  December,  in  the 


year  1838,  the  following  reflolve  was  moved  by  the 
Sraate: 

"Jtetohed,  Tbtt  by  dlaods^  the  hrte  Secretaty 
of  the  Treaaury,  because  he  would  not,  oootrary  to 
his  own  sense  of  duty,  remove  the  money  of  the 
United  States  in  depodt  with  the  Bank  of  tbo  United 
States  and  its  braochea,  in  conformity  with  the  Fred- 
dent's  opinion,  and  by  appointing  his  successor  to 
effect  such  removal,  which  has  been  done,  the  Presi- 
dent has  aammed  ue  ezercue  of  a  power  over  tha 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  not  gnnted  hfan  by 
the  constitntitm  and  lam,  and  dangenniB  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people ; " 

Which  proposed  nenAn  was  altered  and  duuq^ 
by  the  mover  thereof,  on  the  28th  day  of  Mardi, 
in  the  year  1684,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

**Jietobnd,  That,  in  taking  upon  himself  the  re* 
rqwnsibility  of  removing  the  deposit  of  the  patdlo 
money  from  the  Bank  of  tfie  United  States,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  sasumed  the 
exercise  of  a  power  over  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  not  granted  to  him  by  the  constitution  and 
laws,  and  duigeroua  to  the  liberties  of  the  people ; " 

Which  resuve,  so  changed  and  modified  by  ttie 
mover  thereof,  on  the  same  day  and  year  last  meo- 
tioned,  was  Anther  abraed,  so  as  to  read  In  thase 
words: 

^^Jietolved,  That  the  Fresident,  in  the  late  execu- 
tive jwooeedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has 
assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  con- 
ferred by  the  ooni^tution  and  laws,  bnt  in  derogar 
timofboth}" 

In  which  laafroientioniad  finm  the  said  resolveL 
ou  the  same  day  and  year  last  mentioned,  was  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  and  became  the  act  and  judgment  of 
that  body,  and!,  as  such,  now  ranains  upon  the  jour- 
nal thereof: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  not  warranted 
by  the  constitution,  and  was  imgaitiAy  and  Ulegally 
adopted  by  the  Senate,  hi  violation  of  the  riglits  of 
defence  whidi  belonged  to  every  d&en,  and  in 
BubvenDOn  of  the  fun^mental  principles  ^  law  and 
jnsUoe;  because  Preddent  JoAeon  was  thereby 
adjudged  and  pronounced  to  be  guilty  of  an  impeach* 
able  offence,  and  a  stigma  placed  upon  liim,  as  a 
violator  of  his  oath  of  office,  and  of  the  laws  and 
constitution,  which  he  was  sworn  to  preserve,  pro- 
tect, and  defend,  without  ginng  through  the  forma 
of  an  impeat^mirait,  and  viuiout  allowi^  to  him  the 
benefits  of  a  trial,  or  the  means  of  defence : 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  in  oU  its  various 
shapes  and  forma,  was  unfounded  and  erroneous  in 
point  of  &6t,  and  therefore  unjust  aad  unrighteous, 
as  wdl  as  irregular  and  unauthorized  by  the  oonsti- 
totlon ;  because  the  aaid  Fresident  Jacikson,  neither 
in  the  act  of  dMnlsdng  Hr.  Ihiane,  nor  in  the 
pi^tmeut  of  Mr.  Taney,  asspedfied  in  the  first  form 
ot  the  resolve;  nor  in  taking  upon  himself  the 
raqponmbility  of  removing  the  deposits,  as  spedfied 
in  the  second  form  of  the  same  resolve ;  nor  in  any 
act  which  was  then  or  can  now  be  «>ecified  under 
the  vogue  and  ambiguous  terms  of  the  general  de- 
nunciation contained  in  tiie  third  and  last  form  of 
the  resolve,  did  do  or  commit  any  act  in  violation  or 
in  damsation  of  the  laws  and  constitaiUtm,  or  danger- 
ous to  the  liberties  of  the  people : 

And  whereas  the  sud  resolve,  as  adqited,  was 
uncertain  and  ambiguous,  containing  nothing  but  a 
loose  and  fioating  duuge  for  derogating  from  the 
taws  and  oonstitutiou,  and  aswiming  ongranted 
power  and  auttiori^  in  the  late  executive  proceedings 
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IntdationtotbepiiblicreTeDiie;  wltbont  specifying 
what  part  of  the  ezecutiTe  proceedings,  or  what  part 
of  the  pablic  reTenoe,  was  intended  to  be  referred 
to;  or  what  parts  of  tbe  laws  and  oonstitution  were 
euppceed  to  have  been  infringed ;  or  in  what  part  of 
the  Union,  or  at  what  period  of  his  admimstration, 
these  late  proceedines  wars  ai^MMed  to  bare  taken 
pUoe ;  thereby  putting  each  Senator  at  liberty  to 
Tote  in  &Tor  of  the  resolre  upon  a  separate  and 
secret  reason  of  hia  own,  and  leaving  the  ground  of 
the  Senate's  jadgment  to  be  guessed  at  by  the  public, 
and  to  be  diffioeatly  and  direraely  Intorupted  by 
individoal  Senators,  according  to  the  prirate  and 
puticnlar  ondostandlngftf  each:  oontrai?  to  all  the 
ends  of  jnstice,  and  to  all  the  forms  of  l^;al  judi- 
dal  proceedings ;  to  the  great  pnyu^oe  of  the 
accused,  who  could  not  know  against  what  to  defend 
himself;  and  to  the  loss  of  senatorial  respoudbil- 
Ity,  by  ahieldii^  Senators  from  public  aocouatabil- 
Ity  for  making  up  a  judgment  upon  grounds 
whidi  Uie  public  cannot  fcnoir,  and  which,  if 
known,  might  prove  InBuffident  in  law,  or  unfout^ed 
In  Act: 

And  whereas  the  spedAeation  contained  in  the 
first  and  second  forms  of  the  TeaoWe  baTing  been 
objected  to  in  debate,  and  shown  to  be  Inauffident 
to  sustain  the  durgea  they  were  adduced  to  support, 
and  it  being  weU  tKlieved  that  no  m^jori^  could  be 
obtained  to  vote  for  the  said  ipeciflcedona,  and  the 
HiBB  having  been  aotaally  vithdnini  tqr  the  laove^ 
in  the  &ce  of  Uw  wbole  Benat^  In  omsequence  of 
waA  (rijeetion  and  belief,  and  before  any  vote  taken 
tiierenpon;  the  said  specificalions  could  not  after< 
wards  be  admitted  by  any  rule  of  parliamentary 
practice,  or  by  any  principle  of  Ic^al  impUoation, 
secret  intendment,  or  mental  reservation,  to  remain 
and  continue  a  part  of  the  written  and  public  restdve 
from  which  they  were  tiiui  withdrawn;  and,  if  they 
emld  be  so  admitted,  ^mj  would  not  be  snffldent 
to  Botdn  Um  charges  therein  oartsined : 

And  iriiereaa  the  Senate  bong  tbe  constitutional 
tribunal  for  tbe  trial  of  the  President,  when  chaiged 
by  the  House  of  Repreeentatires  with  oSeoces 
■gainBt  the  laws  and  this  coastitatioa,  the  adoption 
cf  flte  said  resolve,  before  any  hnpeachment  preferred 
bw  theHoase^wfttmachofuie  privileges  of  the 
EuMse;  not  warranted  by  the  oanatitotiOD;  a  sub- 
Tetdon  of  justice ;  a  pngudtcation  ot  a  question 
iriiich  might  l^ally  come  before  the  Senate;  and  a 
disqualifintion  of  that  body  to  perform  its  oonstitu- 
tiomd  duty  with  faimeos  and  impartiality,  if  the  Pres- 
deut  should  thereafter  be  r^ulariy  impiaKJted  by  the 
House  of  Bepresentativea  ibr  tbe  same  ofiteee : 

And  whereas  the  temperate,  respectful,  and  ai^ 
mentatlve  defotee  and  protest  <tf  the  Pndoent  agamst 
the  aforesaid  proceeding  of  the  Senate  was  rejected 
and  r^ulsed  by  that  body,  and  was  voted  to  be  a 
breach  of  its  privileges,  and  was  not  permitted  to  be 
entered  on  its  journal  or  printed  among  itsdoonmenta, 
wli^  all  memorials,  petitions,  resolves,  and  re- 
monstrances, against  the  Preadent,  however  violent 
or  unfounded  and  calculated  to  inflame  the  people 
against  him,  were  duly  and  honnaUy  recuved,  en- 
oon^BstieaUy  commented  upon  In  i^ieetdiee,  read  at 
the  table,  ordwed  to  be  printed  with  the  long  list 
of  names  ottadied,  r^erred  to  the  Finance  Committee 
forconrideration,  filed  away  among  the  pnUlcardiivee, 
and  now  constitute  a  part  of  the  pnblio  documents 
of  the  Senate,  to  be  handed  down  to  tiw  latest 
posterity: 

And  whareae  die  nld  mohe  was  introduced. 
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debated,  and  adopted  at  a  time  and  mider  dream- 
stances  which  had  the  effect  of  co-operating  with  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  parricidal  attempt 
which  that  institution  was  then  nuking  to  produce 
a  panic  and  pressure  in  tbe  country ;  Ut  desboy  the 
confidence  of  the  peoide  in  ^ertdent  Jaduon,  to  par- 
alyze bis  admintstralion;  to  govern  iba  eleetiras; 
to  bankrupt  the  State  banks;  ruin  thdr  eorteney; 
fill  the  wbole  Union  with  terror  and  ^stress;  and 
thereby  to  extort  from  the  sufferings  and  the  alarms 
(tf  the  people  tbe  restoration  of  tbe  depoBlls  and  the 
renewal  of  its  charter : 

And  whereas  tbe  said  resolve  is  of  evil  example 
and  dangerous  precedent,  and  should  never  have 
been  reraved,  debated,  or  adc^ited  by  tbe  Senate, 
or  admitted  to  entry  upon  Its  joninal :  Wherefore, 

Reaolvtd,  That  the  said  Tostdve  be  expunged  Hcom 
the  journal ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  that  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  at  such  time  as  the  Senate  may 
appoint,  shall  bring  the  manuscript  journal  of  the 
session  183^'84  into  the  Senate,  and,  hi  the  presence 
of  the  Senate,  draw  black  lines  round  the  said  resolve, 
and  write  across  the  face  thereof,  in  strong  letters, 
ttie  Mknring  words :  *' Expunged  by  enter  the 
Senate,  this  10th  day  <^  Janoaiy,  in  the  year  of  oar 
LoKl  1887." 

On  agreeing  to  this  resolntion,  tlie  TOte  was 

aa  follows : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Bnchanaa,  Dana, 
Swing  of  niinolB,  Fulton,  Gnmdy,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Alabuna,  Unn,  Uoiris,  Nicholas,  NUes,  Ywt^  Bives, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tubnadgc^ 
Upton,  WalkerTwdl,  Wrij^t— 84. 

Hatb.— KflSBra.  Bayard,  Blade,  Calhoun,  Chty, 
Crittenden.  Davis,  Ewhig  of  Ohio,  Hendri<^  Kent, 
Knight,  Uoore,  Prentiss,  Fl^ston,  RobUns,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  WbIter-19. 

So  the  resolation  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bkhtoh,  obserring  that  nothing  now 
remained  Lnt  for  the  Secretary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  ord^r  of  the  Senate,  moved  that  that 
be  forthwith  done. 

The  Secretary  therenpon  prodnced  the  record 
of  the  Senate,  and,  op«ung  it  at  the  page  wffich 
contained  the  resolation  to  be  expunged,  did, 
in  the  presence  of  such  of  the  members  <^  the 
Senate  as  remained,  (many  having  r^ired,) 
proceed  to  draw  bUu^  lines  entirely  round  tbd 
readntion,  and  to  indcnw  wtsnn  the  lines  the 
words  "I^onged  by  order  of  Hie  Senate,  this 
16th  day  of  January,  1887." 

No  sooner  bad  tbia  been  done,  than  bines^ 
load  and  repeated,  were  beard  from  varions 
parts  of  tbe  gallery. 

The  Chaib,  (Mr.  Ejk&,  of  Alabama.)  Olear 
the  galleries. 

Bentoh.  I  hope  tbe  galleries  will  not 
be  deared,  aa  many  mnocent  persons  will  be 
excladed,  who  have  been  guilty  of  no  violation 
of  order.  Let  the  ruffians  who  have  made  the 
distorbance  alone  be  uiprehended.  I  hope  tbe 
Sergeant^atranns  will  be  dirteted  to  enter  the 
gallery,  and  seize  the  raffians,  ascertaining  who 
they  are  in  the  best  way  he  om.  let  him  ap- 
prehend them,  and  bring  them  to  the  bar  it 
the  Senate.  Let  him  sSze  tbe  bank  raffians. 
I  hope  that  they  will  not  now  be  suffered  to 
ioMdt  tbe  Senate^  w  tbe^  did  whea  it  vw 
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under  the  power  of  the  Back  of  the  United 
States,  when  mffians,  with  arms  npon  them, 
insulted  va  with  imponitT-.  Let  them  be  taken 
and  bronght  to  the  bar  ot  the  Senate.  Here  is 
one  just  above  me,  that  may  eaallj  be  identi- 
fied—the bank  rufiBans  t 

The  order  to  oleu:  the  galleries  was  revoked, 
and  the  Sergeant-at-arms  directed  to  proceed 
into  the  galleries  and  apprehend  the  persons 
who  had  created  the  disorder.  In  a  very  few 
minutes  the  Bergeant-at-arms  returned,  and 
reported  to  the  Ch^r  that  he  had  apprehended 
an  individnal,  and  had  him  in  custody. 

!Ur.  Benton  moved  that  he  be  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  Senate. 

Hr;  UoBEis  opposed  the  motion,  and  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  najs ;  which,  beiz^  ordered  and 
taken,  stood— jeas  17,  na;s  8.  So  &e  moticm 
was  carried. 

It  was  m^gested  by  Ifr.  Uoobb  that  fh«<e 
was  not  a  quorum  present,  and  the  Chair  at 
first  so  decided.  But,  on  being  reminded  that 
one  of  the  Senators  from  Louisiana  had  reel- 
ed, 25  was  a  m^ority  of  Hie  40  remaining,  tte 
declared  that  a  qnorum  was  present. 

Mr.  MooRB  now  moved  an  a^Jonrmnent; 
but  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  Sergeant-at-arms  now  produced  and 
presented  an  individual  at  the  bar  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

[He  was  a  tall,  well-dressed  man,  wrapped 
in  a  black  overcoat.] 

Mr.  Bekton  said  that,  as  the  individual  had 
been  taken  from  among  the  respectable  au- 
dience in  the  gallery,  and  had  been  presented 
in  this  public  manner  with  all  eyes  fixed  upon 
him,  he  had  perhaps  been  sufficiently  pnn- 
ished  in  his  feelings.  Mr.  B.  was  not  dis- 
posed to  push  the  proceedings  any  farther,  and 
therefore  moved  that  he  be  disohaa^d  from 
custody. 

Mr.  MoBBis  considered  the  whole  proceeding 
as  very  extraordinary.  If  the  individual  had 
been  worthy  of  arrest,  he  ought  to  have  an 
opportmiity  of  defence.  A  citizen  had  been 
bronght  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and  not  in- 
formed for  whitt  reason,  nor  of  what  offence 
he  stood  charged ;  and  now  it  was  moved  that, 
without  a  hearing,  he  be  dischamd  from  cus- 
tody. Gall  you  uiis  (uid  Ifr.  M.)  the Justtoe 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States*  £  it  in 
this  manner  that  dtizens  are  to  be  treated  I  It 
appears  to  me  a  most  extnordinary  prooeedlng. 

Mr.  Sbvisb  moved  an  adjournment ;  but  the 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Robinson,  near  whose  seat  the  person 
apprehended  then  stood,  proposed  that  tix&  in- 
dividual have  an  opportunity  to  purge  himself 
by  oath  from  the  contempt  The  Senate  were 
not  to  presame  him  guilty ;  and  if  he  was  will- 
ing to  swear  tJiat  he  intended  no  contempt,  he 
ought  to  have  an  opportnnity  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MoBBia  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  for  his  disohu^ ;  and  th<(y  were 
ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  BmoB  ohserrod  tiiat  if  the  IndlTidaal 
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was  ready  to  go  to  the  Olerk's  table,  and  there, 
by  oath,  to  pui^  himself  of  the  contempt,  he 
had  no  objection.   Let  him  do  so. 

Mr.  BoBimoH  now  stated,  on  behalf  of  the 
person  apprehended,  that  he  was  willing  and 
ready  to  answer  interrogatories. 

Mr.  Bbbtoit  thereupon  withdrew  bis  motion 
for  his  discharge. 

The  Ohaib  reminded  him  that  he  oould  not 
do  tills,  inasmuch  as  the  yeas  and  nays  nptm  it 
had  been  ordered. 

Mr.  MoBBis  was  strongly  opposed  to  having 
the  individual  suddenly,  without  warning,  and 
without  opportunity  to  consnlt  counsel,  brought 
forward  to'  take  his  oath,  and  undei^o  intern^ 
atones.  It  would  be  better  to  give  him  nntd 
to-morrow,  that  he  u^fht  have  some  leisure  for 
reflection.  He  had  been  broaght  np  here  be- 
fore the  Senate  of  &»  Fnited  States,  md  be- 
fine  the  people  of  the  ITnited  States,  and  to 
require  him  thus  suddenly  to  he  pot  upon  oath 
in  nis  def«ace  was  wrong. 

He  eoudnded  by  moTing  an  a^oomment. 

The  yeas  and  najni  were  demanded  and 
ordered  on  the  motion  to  at^oum. 

Mr.  Strange  thoaght  that  if  the  individual 
was  wilUng  now  to  be  sworn,  and  to  undergo 
intem^tories,  he  was  oert^nly  the  best  jn^e 
of  his  own  rights.  He  best  knew  what  be 
oould  undergo,  and  there  was  no  need  that 
Senators  should  become  his  advocates. 

Mr.  Bbnton  said  that  if  the  man  wished  to 
purge  himsdf  on  oath,  now,  here,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Senate,  it  was  very  well.  Let  him 
do  so.  But  if  he  wanted  to  go  away  and  con- 
sult a  lawyer,  if  he  must  ask  a  lawyer  to-mor- 
row before  he  could  tell  whether  ne  meant  to 
insult  the  Senate  to-night,  he  was  (mwsed  to 
it.  If  he  was  ready  to  swear,  let  him  do  it,  but 
no  consulting  with  lawyers. 

The  Ohaie  stated  to  Mr.  Mobbis  that  the  in- 
dividual in  custody  was  not  brought  op  without 
a  charge,  as  that  Senator  seemed  to  intimate. 
He  was  charged  with  disorderly  condnct  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senate,  and  the  law  gave  the 
Senate,  as  it  gave  a  court  of  justice,  power  to 
protect  itself  in  all  such  cases,  by  a  summary  pro- 
ceeding, and  on  the  evidence  of  its  own  senses. 

Mr.  BoBiNaoN  again  sud  that  the  individual 
in  custody  wii^hed  fbr  an  opportunity  of  purg- 
ing h^Tnaftif  from  the  contempt. 

£lome  oonftidon  previdled.  But  the  motion 
Ibr  his  disdiarge  being  pressed,  tiie  question 
was  pnt,  and  dedded  as  follows : 

Tus. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Bacfasnan,  Dana, 
Ewing  of  UliDOis,  Fulton,  Gnindy,  HendrickB,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Unn,  Ntdiolas,  NUas,  Fsga, 
Rives,  Boblns<Mi,  Buggies,  Sevier,  TaDoiadge,  Tipton, 
Walker,  White,  WriAt— 28. 

Nat.— Mr.  Wall— 1. 

The  individual  was  accordin^y  discharged 
from  custody. 

The  individual  referred  to  thereupon  ad- 
vanced, and,  addressing  the  Ohair,  said : 

"  Mr.  Prendent,  am  I  not  to  be  pnmitted  to 
ipeakiamr  own  daftnoet  ** 

Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OP  CONGBBSa 

Eicprngmg  Heaoboiim. 


158 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 


fbnum] 

TheOiuiB,totlieSdrgeant-at4nD8:  "Tske 
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The  Senate  then  a^oamed. 


TunDATf  Jftnnary  11, 

Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  J}istrict  qf 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Kbnt,  havingpresented  a  memorial  from 
the  grand  Juiy  of  Washington  coanty,  protest- 
ing against  the  interference  of  citizens  from 
distant  States  in  respect  to  the  alwlitien  of 
darery  in  the  Distriot  of  Colombia,  moved 
Hut  it  be  laid  on  tiie  table  and  printed. 

Ur.  If  OBBm  said  that  he  had  hmidreds  of 
petitions  to  present  toe  abdition  of  salvery ; 
and,  thereiOTe,  he  wonld  fat  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  questicm  of  printing  the  memorial 
vhich  had  jnst  been  presented.   Not  ordered. 

Mr.  EiJBBABD  sngg^ted  to  the  Senator  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Kent,)  whether  it  would  not 
be  as  well  to  print  an  extra  nomber  of  copies 
of  this  important  docnment,  for  the  purpose  of 
distribution,  as  it  might  be  prodnctive  of  good. 

Mr.  C&LHOTTN  said  that  he  wonld  make  that 
motion.  It  was  a  most  important  paper,  and 
there  was  one  part  of  it  at  which  he  most 
heartily  r^oioed.  It  took  the  trae  poution — 
that  abolition  petitions  ahoold  not  be  received. 
There  was  a  wugeroiiB  and  mlMhievons  spirit 
at  work  In  various  parts  of  tJie  ooontry,  con- 
nected witli  this  qnestion.  It  was  only  at  th& 
last  session  that  he  had  contended  for  what  the 
memorialists  safest  to  Congress.  He  had 
urged  that  very  point,  and  he  foond  lUmself 
in  a  very  considerable  minority.  He  hoped  that 
such  wonld  not  be  the  case  now  he  was  sup- 
porting this  motion.  He  would  second  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohifk  trosting  that 
he  would  renew  it,  and  be  indn^ed  wim  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HuBBAitD  remarked  that  he  had  sn^est- 
ed  to  the  Senator  the  printing  of  an  extra 
nnmber,  not  on  account  of  his  own  feelings 
partienlfuiy,  but  becanee  he  believed  the  pro- 
ceedings of  iodividnals  in  different  parts  <tf  tiie 
oottnti7  on  this  subject  wen  |nedieated  upon 
the  supposed  fact  that  the  people  Uviog  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  in  favor  of  uie  abo- 
lition of  slavery  from  among  them. 

Mr.  NiLEs  s^d  that  the  qnestion  was  not 
whether  petitioners  in  general  stood  upon  a 
somewhat  different  ground  from  the  present 
residents  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but 
whether  the  subject-matter  was  proper  for 
Congress  to  entertain,  even  so  far  as  to  print  a 
petition  which  might  operate  on  public  senti- 
ment For  his  own  part,  he  wished  that  Con- 
gress would  act  decidedly  on  this  a^tating 
topic  He  had  no  doubt  tbat  these  petitioners 
had  a  deep  interest  in  what  they  requested. 
But,  nevertheless,  the  question  was  the  same 
as  respected  botii  dasses  of  petitioners,  and 
was  one  which  Congress  oonld  not  go  into  at 
aU.  Whtti  the  sntiJeot  was  not  at  present  dis* 
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cnssed  by  the  public,  and  when  it  was  desirabla 
that  tranqniUi^  shoiild  be  preserved,  why,  he 
a^ed,  should  uie  Senate  <^  the  United  States 
agitate  the  question  now  I  He  recollected 
perfectly  well,  that  at  the  last  session  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  went  so  far  as  to 
protest  against  the  reception  of  a  nc^e  peti- 
tion^ though,  to  be  sure,  coming  from  those  not 
having  the  same  interest  as  the  gentiemaa 
whose  memorial  was  now  before  tiie  Senate, 
but  still  such  an  interest  as  gave  them  a  right 
to  come  here.  The  rUle  in  r^ard  to  the  right 
of  petition  must  apply  equally  and  fairly,  and 
^ve  no  preference  to  one  portion  of  the  com- 
munity over  another.  He  was,  then,  he  must 
say,  altogether  opposed  to  printing  the  memori- 
al, and  would  vote  against  the  adoption  of  that 
course.  The  printing  of  an  extra  nnmber  of 
copies  would  produce  no  good  effect,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  wonld  cause  the  subject  to  be 
agfdn  B^tated  in  varioos  parts  of  the  Union, 
His  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Hcbbabd)  seemed  to 
think  that  by  the  distribution  of  the  memorial 
a  ^ood  effect  might  be  produced  on  the  public 
mind.  He  could  not  agree  with  him  on  that 
point,  and  must  repeat  that  the  subject  was  one 
which  Congress  ought  not  to  entertdn,  inas- 
much as  it  was  not  proper  that  they  should  act 
on  one  side  of  the  question  and  not  on  the 
other.  . 

Mr.  Bbowb  said  he  intended  to  vote  agidnst 
the  extra  nnmber.  If  he  were  to  vote  to  print 
an  extrwrdinary  nnmber  of  the  memorial  sent 
here  by  the  grand  jury,  it  would  imply  that 
there  was  some  danger  of  Congress  being  about 
to  lef^slate  on  the  subject  He  repeated  that 
should  an  extra  number  be  ordered,  the  idea 
would  he  spread  abroad,  and  reasons  ^ven  to 
suspect,  ttiat  Congress  intended  to  act  in  the 
matter.  Now,  as  ne  did  not  believe  that  there 
was  tiie  slightest  ground  for  any  such  appre* 
hension,  as  no  such  action  was  entertuned  by 
either  branch  of  the  National  Legi^atnre,  he  - 
was  utterly  averse  to  do  any  act  which  had  a 
tendency  to  create  that  idea.  But,  bewdes  that, 
it  did  appear  to  him  somewhat  novel  to  ask  for 
the  printing  of  an  eztraor^nary  number  <d  a 
document  oomiog  from  private  individuals. 

Undoubtedly,  uie  proper  course  of  gentlemen 
was,  not  to  do  any  act  here  which  would  pro- 
mote agitation.  Now,  he  contended  that  the 
printing  of  the  dooument  In  question,  and  the 
dissemination  of  it  throughout  the  country, 
did,  in  some  d^p^  tend  to  increase  the  a^ta- 
tion  in  reference  to  this  question. 

Why,  then,  he  would  ask,  should  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  lend  its  sanction  to  a  coarse 
whidi  would  induce  the  country  to  believe  that 
it  purposed  acting  on  the  subject  of  slavery  t 
There  being  no  ground  to  apprehend  any  such 
movement  on  the  part  of  Congress,  he  would 
do  nothing  to  lend  nia  sanction  to  the  Bui^rasi- 
tioa  that  Congress  iatended  to  interfere  vith 
tiie  matter. 

Mr.  LiHir  said  he  would  be  {deased  to  know 
whether  anr  praotioal  benefits  wero  lik^  to 
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grow  out  of  circulating,  by  order  of  the  Sen- 
ate, copies  of  the  document  now  proposed  to 
be  printed.  What,  he  asked,  was  the  proper 
remedy  for  the  evil  of  which  the  people  of  the 
District  of  Oolombia  complainedf-aud  ooncem- 
ing  which  thej  had  directed  the  attention  of 
Congress?  Was  their  property  in  danger? 
Were  the  laws  insnffioient  to  protect  their 
filEvea  ?  If  so^  lot  TW  then  maron  direcUy  up 
to  the  Bnl^eot)  and  enact  ntch  as  vill  afford 
Ample  secnrity.  Tar  measnres  of  a  practical 
nature,  he  wonld  give  his  vote  with  great  pleas- 
ure. He  said  he  was  well  aware  that  qn^tions 
of  Uiis  kind  came  up  here,  and  mcidentaUy  im- 

?r«9sed  persons  at  a  distance  with  the  idea  that 
longress  wished  to  deprive  them  of  the  right 
to  be  heard  here,  and  of  the  right  to  petition. 
Kothlng,  in  his  opinion,  was  more  erroneous. 
Beflise  to  receive  and  hear  an  abolition  peti- 
tion, aad  you  render  tlie  abohtionists  a  thousand 
times  more  active  and  indastrious  in  propagat- 
ing their  dootrines.  and  more  sucoeBsmI  in  en- 
listing the  Bympathiea  in  th^r  favor  of  those 
who  believe  in  the  inherent  rwht  ot  the  peo- 
ple to  assemble  and  petition  mr  a  redresB  of 
grievances.  He  never  luid  voted,  nor  never 
wonld  vote,  for  the  prin&ig  and  disseminating 
an  abolition  memorial;  so  Hkewise  he  would 
not  lend  his  aid  for  the  printing  of  this  docu- 
ment iu  favor  of  slavery. 

On  the  great  question  of  sUTeiy,  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  would  find  ample  support  in 
the  good  sense  of  the  ^reat  body  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  He  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  to 
insure  tranquillity,  was  to  let  this  exciting  topic 
alone. 

Kr.  UoRBis  renewed  his  motion  for  the  yeas 
and  nays ;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  printing 
the  osoal  nnmber  of  copies— yeiA  8^  11B78  5. 


WmxwBDATf  Jtxaaxj  18. 

Hr.  CnTHBEKT,  of  Qeoi^^  a^eared  and 
tookhiaseat. 


Thubsdat,  January  19, 

Hon.  Thomas  Gumnr,  Benator  elect  from 
the  State  ot  Delaware,  ^peared,  was  qnalifled, 
and  took  his  nat. 

The  fallowing  IfoBsage  was  reodved  from 
the  Frestdent  of  the  VnUed  Btatei  i 

3b  the  Benate  of  tht  VnUed  States : 

In  compliEDCQ  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
ditedthe  16lh  uutant,Itniiamitaoov)randatruu- 
latitHk  of  a  letter  addreoed  to  me  mi  the  4di  of  July 
last,  by  the  Freddent  of  the  Ke^oan  Republic,  and 
a  copy  of  tny  reply  to  the  same  on  ttie  4lh  of  Sep- 
tember. No  other  communication  on  the  sabject  of 
the  resolution  referred  to  has  been  made  to  the 
ExeentiTe  by  any  other  foreign  Goreniment,  or  by 
ai^  penon  <J»f*"hig  to  act  in  behalf  of  Mexico. 

ANDREW  JAOESON. 
WAganieTOH,  Jamuay  18, 188f . 


[numunoir.] 

77u  Praident  of  tfu  Mexican  Jtepubiie  to  the  Fred- 
dent  of  the  United  State*. 

CoLiritBU,  (in  Tsxu,}  Jidy  4,  1836. 

Much  Bsmiau)  8ia:  In  f\ilfilment  of  the  duties 
trliioh  patriotism  and  honor  impose  upon  a  public 
man,  I  came  to  tiiis  oouatry  at  the  head  of  ^ 
thoosand  K  exicaas.  The  diauces  of  war,  mads 
inevitable  drcomstaneeB,  reduced  me  to  toe  con- 
dition of  a  priscmra,  in  wUch  I  still  remain,  as  yon 
may  have  already  learned.  The  di^Kwtion  evinced 
byOeberal  Sunuel  Houston,  the  commander^m-chief 
of  the  Texian  army,  and  by  his  successor,  Genend 
Thomaa  J.  Busk,  for  the  tetmination  of  the  mr,  the 
deciaon  of  the  Fl^sident  and  cabinet  of  Texas  bi 
favor  of  a  proper  ocmipromise  betreen  the  contend* 
ing  parties,  and  my  own  conviction,  produced  the 
conventi(ma  of  which  I  send  you  copies  enclosed, 
and  the  orders  given  by  me  to  General  Ulisola,  my 
second  in  command,  to  retire  from  the  river  Brazos, 
where  he  was  posted,  to  the  other  ^de  <A  the  rivw 
Biavo  del  Norte. 

As  there  was  no  doubt  that  Qeneral  Illisola  would 
rdigiously  comply,  so  fiur  as  concemed  himself  the 
Prendrat  and  cabinet  apeed  that  I  should  set  off 
for  If  exioo,  in  order  to  M&l  the  other  engagements ; 
and,  with  that  intent,  I  embarked  on  tioard  the 
schooner  Invindble,  which  was  to  carry  me  to  the 
port  of  Vera  Cms.  Unfortunately,  however,  some 
indiscreet  peisons  raised  a  mob,  which  obliged  the 
autboritfee  to  have  me  landed  by  foroe,  and  broo|^t 
back  into  strict  cq>tirity.  This  Inddcnt  baa  pro- 
vented  me  from  goinx  to  Hexico,  where  I  cAiouId 
otherwise  have  amved  eariy  in  last  month ;  and,  in 
conaequence  of  it,  the  Government  of  that  countir, 
doubtless  ignorant  of  what  has  occurred,  has  with- 
drawn the  ooDomaiul  of  the  army  from  General 
Filisola,  Aid  has  ordered  his  soeoeewr,  General 
Urrea,  to  continne  its  operatioii&  In  obedience  to 
whidi  order,  that  general  is,  aooonUng  to  the  latest 
acconntB,  alrudy  at  the  river  Noeces.  la  vain  have 
some  reflecting  and  worthy  men  endeavored  to  de- 
monstrate the  necessity  of  moderation,  and  of  my 
going  to  Hexico,  according  to  the  convention ;  but 
ue  exdtement  of  the  public  mind  has  increased 
with  the  retnm  of  the  KexiGuianny  to  Texas.  Suoh 
is  the  Btate  of  things  bete  at  jveaeoL  The  conOh* 
oitioii  of  the  wv,  and  d  its  disBSten,  Is  tberefeie 
ineritaUe,  unless  the  voice  (rf  reason  be  heard,  in 
pr(q)er  time,  from  the  month  of  some  powerful  indl- 
viduaL  It  appears  to  me  that  you,  sir,  have  it  in 
your  power  to  perform  ttiis  good  office,  by  interfiNh 
iax  in  fiivw  of  the  execution  of  the  said  convention, 
whJdi  diall  be  strictly  ftilfllled  on  my  part.  When 
I  ofltoed  to  treat  with  this  Govemownt,  I  was  con- 
vinced that  it  was  useless  fbr  Hexico  to  continue  the 
war.  I  have  acquired  exact  information  respecting 
this  coxmtry,  which  I  did  not  possess  fbur  months 
ago.  I  have  too  much  zeal  for  the  interests  of  my 
country  to  wish  for  any  tiling  whidi  la  not  compa- 
tiUe  with  them.  Bdng  always  ready  to  sacrifice 
mya^for  its  gliny  and  advantage,  I  never  would  have 
boBtated  to  subject  myself  to  torments  or  dMtb, 
rather  than  consent  to  any  compromise,  if  Hexioo 
ooutd  thereby  have  obtuned  the  slightest  benefit 
I  am  firmly  convinced  that  it  is  proper  to  terminate 
this  question  by  political  negotUtkm:  that  oonvio 
tioaawne  deteimiiied  me  sincerely  to  agree  to  wiiat 


Digitized  by  Google 


160  ABBIBOHENT  OV  THB 


SDum] 

has  been  etipuUted ;  and,  in  the  eame  spirit,  I  make 
to  you  this  irank  dedaratioo.  Be  pleased,  dr,  to 
&Tor  me  hj  a  like  confidence  on  jaai  port ;  afford 
me  tlie  satMaction  of  avoiding  approadiing  evils, 
and  of  contributing  to  that  good  which  my  heart 
advises.  Let  ns  enter  Into  n^otiations  by  irhich 
&e  fliendahip  between  your  nation  and  the  Mexican 
may  be  strengthened,  both  being  amicably  engaged 
in  girit^  being  and  staUli^  to  s  peo|de  who  are 
deemna  of  appearing  in  the  political  world ;  and 
who,  under  the  protection  of  tiie  two  nations,  wilt 
attain  its  olgect  within  a  few  years. 

The  Ucxicans  are  magnammona  when  treated 
with  conmderation.  I  will  dearly  set  before  them 
the  proper  and  humane  reasons  which  require  noble 
and  fiank  conduct  on  their  part,  and  I  doubt  not 
that  they  will  act  ^ug  aa  soon  as  they  bare  been 
convinced. 

By  what  I  have  here  imbmitted,  yon  will  see  the 
sentiments  which  animate  me ;  and  wiA  which  I 
remain  your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  OS  SANTA  ANNA. 

To  hifl  Excellency  General  Axdkxw  Jackboh, 
I'mtdrntofOu  United  Statn  of  Amtriea. 

n»  Prmidtnt  of  Oe  Untied  Statn  to  tiu  Pnri- 
dnt  of  tK§  MimeM  R^mhlie. 

HEuaTAOn,  Btptember  4, 1686. 

8m:  I  have  the  htmor  to  w^nowiedge  the  reodpt 
<^70ur  letter  of  the  4th  of  Joly  last,  wUdi  has  been 
forwarded  to  me  by  General  Samuel  Hooston,  onder 
cover  of  one  (ram  him,  bunsmitted  by  an  express  from 
General  Gaines,  who  is  in  command  of  the  United 
States  forces  tm  tiie  Texiaa  fitmUer.  Tlie  great 
otjeotitf  these  commnuioMions  appears  to  be,  to  put 
an  end  to  the  disasters  irtiich  necessarily  atteid  the 
dril  war  now  nging  in  Texas,  and  asking  ^  Inter- 
podtion  of  the  Unital  States  in  farthering  so  hnnume 
and  desirable  a  purpose.  That  any  wdtl-intended 
effort  of  yours  in  aid  of  tins  olyect  shonld  bare 
been  defeated,  is  calculated  to  excite  the  r^ret  of 
all  who  juatiy  appredate  the  blessings  of  peace,  and 
who  take  an  int«!«et  in  the  causes  wbidi  contribute 
to  tbe  proeperity  of  Mexkx),  in  her  dcmeetlo  as  well 
as  her  foreign  relatkms. 

Tbe  Government  of  the  United  States  is  irer 
anxions  to  cultivate  peace  and  fHend^p  with  all 
nations.  But  it  proceeds  on  the  piindple  that  all 
nations  bare  the  right  to  alter,  amend,  or  change, 
their  own  Goverament,  as  the  sovereign  powe^me 
pec^e,  may  direct.  Li  this  respect,  it  nerv  interferes 
with  the  policy  of  other  powers,  nor  can  it  pomlt 
any  on  the  part  of  others  with  iti  internal  p^cy. 
Consistently  with  this  priodple,  whatever  we  can  do 
to  restore  peace  between  contending  nations,  or 
remove  tlie  causes  of  misunderstanding,  is  diewflilly 
at  tbe  service  of  those  who  are  willing  to  rely  apon 
onr  good  offices  aa  a  friend  or  mediator. 

Ill  reference,  however,  to  the  agreemeat  wfaicb 
Ton,  as  Hob  representatiTe  <tf  Ibxioo,  hare  made 
with  Tteaa,  and  which  invites  ^  bitnpodtion  of 
the  United  States,  you  win  at  once  see  that  we  are 
forbidden,  by  tbo  character  of  tite  ooramonicationa 
made  to  as  through  the  Mexican  minister,  &om  con* 
sidering  it  That  Government  has  notified  us  tint, 
as  kMw  as  you  are  a  prisoner,  no  actof  yonn  will  be 
regarded  as  binding  by  tiie  Mexican  authorities. 
Under  tbess  draamrtBooes,  it  vrill  be  maidfost  to  yon 
dHtgood  fUtfa  to  Hexko,  m  wall  m  ths  geDsnl 
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prindple  to  vriddi  I  have  adv«t«d,  as  forming  the 
bads  of  onr  Intereoorse  with  all  foreign  powers^ 
make  it  imposdble  for  me  to  take  any  step  I^e  that 
you  have  antidpated.  If^  however,  Mexico  dioold 
dgnify  her  wlllhigness  to  avul  hersdf  of  onr  good 
offices  in  bringing  about  the  desirable  result  yoa  have 
desoibed,  nodiing  could  f^ve  me  more  Measure 
than  to  devote  my  best  services  to  it.  To  be  insbnt- 
mentd  in  terminating  the  evils  0£  civil  war,  and  In 
substituting  in  thdr  stead  ^  Uearings  of  peace,  taa 
divine  privilege.  Every  Government,  and  the  peo- 
ple t>f  all  countries,  diould  feel  it  thdr  Uriiest 
b^>pines8  to  eqjoy  an  opportunity  of  thus  manifest- 
ing their  love  of  each  other,  and  their  interest  in  the 
g^eral  piind^ee  wluch  4>ply  to  them  all  as  mem- 
bers of  the  common  family  of  man. 

Tonr  letter,  and  that  of  Genoral  Houston,  com- 
mander-in-du^  of  the  Texian  army,  will  be  made 
die  basis  of  an  eariy  interview  with  the  Mexican 
minister  at  Washington.  They  will  hasten  my 
return  to  Washington,  to  which  place  I  will  set  out 
b  a  few  d^TB,  expecting  to  reacu  it  by  tbe  1st 
October,  u  the  meantime,  I  hope  K«dco  and 
Texas,  feeling  that  war  is  the  greatest  of  oalamitiee, 
will  pause  before  another  compaign  Is  undertake 
and  can  add  to  tbe  number  of  those  scenes  of  blood- 
shed which  have  already  maikcd  the  prngress  of  their 
contest,  and  have  given  so  mudi  pain  to  their  Christian 
Mends  throu^ut  the  worid. 

This  is  sent  under  cover  to  General  Houston,  who 
will  give  it  a  safe  conveyance  to  you. 
I  am,  very  respeolftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
To  Gen.  Anono  Lopb  tat  SufA  Ahita. 

The  Ueasage  and  doonments  having  beat 

read, 

Ur.  Pbibtok  B^d  it  would  strike  the  Ben&to 
at  once  that  since  the  date  of  the  letter  written 
bj  Santa  Anna,  his  eitoation  had  been  verj 
mnoh  changed.  On  the  4th  of  Jaly  last  be 
was  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Tezans,  bat 
had  been  eubseqnentlj  released,  and  was  now 
in  the  city  of  Washington.  According  to 
the  terms  and  purport  of  the  correspondence, 
it  would  appear  that  it  was  carried  on  whilst 
Santa  Anna  was  a  prisoner.  The  President  of 
the  United  States,  aware  of  that  fact,  bad  ex- 
pressed himself  as  being  unable,  in  oonseqaenee, 
to  enter  into  any  n^pmation  with  him  while  so 
ntnated.  Bat  now,  as  he  (Hr.  P.)  had  Jtist 
stated,  Santa  Anna  was  in  tma  city,  and  conld 
negotiate  on  the  mldect  ap  to  April  next ;  bat 
whether  he  woold  <x  woold  not,  he  (Mr.  P.) 
conld  not  say ;  nor  was  it  very  material  to  the 
ptu-pose  3£r.  P.  had  in  hand.  There  was  a  rea- 
olntion  in  relation  to  Texas  offered  a  few  days 
ago  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Hississippi, 
and  which  bad  been  made  tbe  order  of  the  day 
for  to-day ;  what  dispomtion  he  wished  to  make 
of  it,  be  was  not  aware.  It  was  a  matter  for 
the  gentleman's  discretion.  The  correspond- 
ence which  had  been  laid  before  tbe  Senat^ 
however,  would  not,  in  his  (Mr.  P.'s)  opinion, 
render  it  neoessanr  to  change  the  language  of 
the  resolotimi.  Ocmoaning,  as  he  did,  with 
that  reM^ation,  he  woold  now  bbj  that  he  was 
prepared  to  eatabUsh  the  bot^that  upon  the 
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recognized  prinoiples  of  national  law,  the  proo- 
tioe  of  this  GoTemment,  and  the  policy  tk  the 
oonntr7,  Bhe  ought,  as  was  h«r  (mty*  to  make 
a  pnmpt,  speedy,  and  absolute  rooognition  of 
the  ind^endenoe  of  Texas.  He  hoped,  at  the 
proper  tune,  to  be  able  to  prove  this.  He  in- 
siflted  that  her  iadepeodence  dioold  be  immedi- 
ately acknowleged,  and  that,  too,  without  any 
regard  to  what  might  be  said  or  done  by  Santa 
Anna,  for  his  authority  had  ceased  in  Texas 
forever.  After  having  heard  read  the  present 
and  the  other  Message  of  the  President  in  re- 
lation  to  this  subject,  it  was  not  his  desire  that 
any  thing  should  be  done  here  in  reference  to 
it,  that  wonld  have  the  effect  of  contravening, 
running  counter  to,  or  obstmcting,  any  pur- 
poee  of  the  Execntive  of  the  United  States. 

He  (Ur.  F.)  had  understood  that  the  Fteu- 
d.esii,  when  he  sent  his  former  Hesaage,  had 
aobmitted  this  matter  to  Oougress  for  their 
consideration,  being  willing  to  carry  into  effect 
what  they  might  deem  right  and  proper ;  but 
there  were,  at  that  time,  some  difficulties  in  the 
way,  whicn  prevented  his  recommending  the 
adoption  of  any  legislation  on  the  subject.  It 
seemed  to  him  (said  Mr.  P.)  that  had  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  not  been  aware  of  the 
fact  that  another  expedition  under  General 
Bravo  was  about  to  invade  Texas,  he  would 
not  have  hesitated  to  recommend  to  Oon^«sa 
to  do  sometldng  in  referenoo  to  settling  the  war 
between  Texas  and  Uezioo. 

Mr.  F.  adverted  to  the  circnmstanoes  con- 
nected with  the  failure  of  the  expedition  under 
General  Br&vo,  and  then  concluded  with  saying 
that  all  he  desired  was  that  Congress  should 
proceed  as  early  as  possible  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion  of  immediately  acknowledging  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas.  She  was  eutitled  to  it ; 
she  had  a  right  to  demand  it  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  sooner  it  was  granted  the  better. 
He  would  await  the  action  of  the  honorable 
Senator  A-om  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Davis,)  as 
well  as  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of 
the  Smator  frqpi  mssisnppij.whea  he  would 
have  something  fbrther  to  mj  on  the  subject. 

The  Mearage  and'doonfn^ts  were  hud  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Satobdat,  January  SI. 
Ibreign  Emy/ranU. 

Mr.  (Tlat  presented  the  petition  of  .sundry 
inhabitants  of  Wirtsborougl^  Sullivan  connty, 
Kew  York,  and  he  asked  that  it  might  be  read. 

The  document  was  accordingly  read,  and 
proved  to  be  a  kind  of  remonstrance,  on  the 
sa^eot  of  Roman  Oatholio  emigrants  to  the 
ooontiy,  brought  in  under  tiie  auspices  ot  Popes, 
OardinaJs,  Bishops,  Ssa,  It  insisted  on  the  im- 
propriety and  inexpediency  of  allowing  so  many 
persons  to  enter  the  conntry,  whose  practice 
and  tenets  were  avowedly  and  directly  hostile 
to  our  republican  institutions,  and  especially 
prajyed  Congrcaijo  institate  oommiaoonB,  in 


various  parts  of  tiie  country,  to  procure  infor- 
mation uid  report  on  the  subject. 

Jb.  0.  Bidd  some  of  the  objects  prayed  for 
this  Government  had  no  power  to  grant,  how- 
ever alarming  to  these  good  and  religions  people 
the  evils  complained  of  and  the  progress  of- 
pi^iacy  might  be.  But  there  was  one  object 
which  Mr.  0.  thonght  mi^ht  be  a  proper  sub- 
ject of  inquiry,  being  within  the  power  of- 
Oongress ;  and  that  was  a  change  in  our  laws 
of  naturalization.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Judicial  Com- 
mittee; and  it  was  so  referred. 


TuBDXT,  January  24. 
PuhUclandM. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bUl  to  prohibit  the 
sales  of  the  public  lOnds,  except  to  actual  set- 
tiers,  and  in  limited  quantities. 

The  question  pending  was  on  Mr.  TmoH's 
amendment,  offered  yesterday,  to  the  firat  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  "  that  all  lands  that  have  be«i 
in  the  market  ten  years,  and  remain  unsold, 
shall  be  sold  for  seventy-five  cents  an  acre ;  and 
all  that  have  five  years,  shall  be  disposed  of  at 
one  dollar ;  provided  tiiat  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  nxty  acres  be  sold  to  one  pmr- 
ohoser." 

Meews.  Ewnra  and  Clat  spoke  ag^nst  the 
bill,  Messrs.  Dana  and  Tipton  for  it 

The  amendment  proposed  by  JSx.  Tipton  was 
rejected  by  the  fc^owing  vote : 

TxAS.— Hems.  Benton,  Block,  Dana,  Ewh^  of 
niinofs,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  King  of  Aliibsms,  Lhui^ 
Hoore,  Morris,  Nitdiolas,  ^ves,  BobinBon,  SSvler, 
Strange,  [Upton,  Walker,  White— 18. 

Nats. — Heean.  Bsjrard,  Brown,  Oslhoon,  Okj, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewmg  of  Ohio,  Hub- 
bard, Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Kn^ht,  Niles,  Fkge^ 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Swift,  tUhnadge— 19. 

Ur.  Bnmnr  then  offered  the  fidlowing  amend- 
ment: 

That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawAil  tot  any  head  of  a 
&niily,  young  man  over  tiie  age  of  ei^^teok  yeanL 
or  widow,  not  havhig  received  a  donstton  of  land 
fhna  the  United  Stales,  and  bdng  or  widiiDg  to 
become  an  actual  settler  on  any  parcel  of  pnbtto 
land  wUch  shall  have  remained  five  years  unsold 
after  having  been  offered  at  private  sale  at  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  not 
exoeeding  in  quantity  the  amount  of  one  quarter  seo- 
tiou,  to  demand  and  receive,  from  tiie  i»i]per  roister 
and  receiver,  a  written  permission  to  settle  oa  the 
same,  upon  pigment,  to  be  made  to  the  proper 
receive,  of  the  sum  of  Beventy-4ve  cents  per  acre; 
and  if  such  peiSCMi,  so  qipJying  for  and  recdvinft 
such  permission,  shall  forthwith  settle  on  the  sud  land, 
and  he  or  sbe,  or  his  or  her  lieirs  or  l^al  represent- 
atives, shall  cultivate  the  same  for  five  sneceniTe 
years,  and  shall  be  a  citizen  or  citiiens  itf  the  United 
States  at  the  end  of  tiiat  time,  tbsn,  on-  proper 
proof  being  made,  before  the  register  and  receiver, 
of  sodi  settiement,  ouHivatton,  and  dtLeenship,  a 
patent  shall  issue  for  the  said  land  to  the  pertCMi  who 
received  such  pmnisslon,  or  Us  or  her  betas  or  legal 


Tesai. 
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reprceeatatires.   And  the  faith  of  the  United  States 

Is  hereby  pledged  to  all  peisona  who  may  settle  on 
Urn  poUic  lands,  according  to  the  proTidons  of  this 
section,  that  no  diapcnsation  shall  at  any  time  be 
granted  to  any  indiridual  from  complying  vith  the 
■nbstautial  conditions  herein  prescribed.  And  if 
due  proof  of  settlement,  cultiratifm,  and  citizen- 
■hip,  as  herein  reqiured,  be  not  made  within  one 
Tear  next  after  the  ext»ration  of  said  five  years,  the 
said  laudshallagainbesu^ect  to  entry  at  private  sale, 
as  land  belonging  to  the  United  States.  And  if  two 
or  more  pergons,  entitled  under  this  act  to  the  priv- 
ileges of  actual  settlers,  shall  apply  for  the  same 
parcel  of  land,  then  the  register  and  receiver  shall 
unmediftCely  decide  the  right  of  preference  between 
them,  according  to  pitority  of  «ettlement  and  other 
eqidtable  drcumstances;  and  jrbsn  these  are  equal, 
the  deduon  shall  be  made  by  lot 

The  question  was  taken  on  its  adoption  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YxAS. — Measre.  Benton,  Black,  Dana,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  Kng  of  Alabama,  Linn, 
Koore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  lUves,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Strai^,  Tipton,  Walker,  White— 18. 

Nats. — ^UesBrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
CHaytoo,  Onttenden,  Davis,  Swing  of  Ohio,  Hnhbard, 
Kent,  King  of  Ge<^ia,  Kmriit,  NUe^]^,  PrejOiK, 
Bobldna,  Knggles,  Bwin;,  TiOhnadge,  Wr^g}^-40.. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 


TmmaDAT,  January  26. 
Michigan  Senators  Admitted. 

A  Vessage  was  then  received  from  fbe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  stating  that  the 
President  had  signed  the  bill  for  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  on  an 
eqnal  footing  with  the  orinnal  States. 

The  credentiaJa  of  the  Hon.  Jobn  Nobteli, 
and  the  Hon.  Lncms  Lton,  elected  by  the 
L^rislatare  of  the  State  of  Michigui,  on  the 
lOui  NoTwnber,  1686,  to  represent  that  ^te 
ta  the  Senate  of  the  United  State%  were  read 
1^  the  Secretary;  and, 

On  motion  of  K r.  Qvrstft^  the  vsoal  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  administered  to  Messrs.  Kobvkll  and  Lton 
hy  the  Vice  President,  and  they  took  their  seats 
in  the  Senate. 

TVoMury  CtTealmr. ' 

Mr,  Walkeb  moved  to  postpone  tbe  previons 
orders,  and  take  np  the  bill  designating  and 
limiting  the  fimda  receivable  •for  dnes  oy  tbe 
United  States. 

The  qnestion  on  taking  np  the  bill  was  de- 
eded by — ^yeas  88,  nays  12. 

"itx.  BiTBs  therenpon  offered  an  amendment, 
to  extend  the  prohibition  reqMcting  the  notes 
of  hanks  issuing  notes  of  small  denominations, 
80  as  to  embrace,  after  the  80th  of  December, 
1841,  notes  of  (20.  [The  bill  only  extended  to 
those  of  five  and  often  dollars.] 

He  sapportod  tiie  amendment  in  a  short 
iqpeedi,  urging  the  moral  effect  (tf  the  measnre 


[Jaktcabt,  ld87* 

and  its  necessity,  as  the  only  means  of  effect- 
ing the  enlargement  of  the  specie  basis  of  onr 
circnlalicm. 

Mr.  Ewma  referred  to  a  provision  in  the  bill 
which  requires  the  deposit  banks  to  receive 
and  pass  to  the  credit  of  Government  all  sn^ 
bank  not«8  as  they  receive  in  general  deposlL 
This  took  away  their  power  to  oppress,  and  re- 
conciled him  to  the  bill,  which  should  now 
have  his  vote.  The  effect  of  Mr.  Rivbs'  amend- 
ment would  be  to  confine  the  circi^ation  of  tiie 
large  notes  in  the  West  to  tbe  banks  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  deposit  banks,  while  all 
tbe  small  notes  circulating  there  would  be  tiiose 
of  banks  at  a  distance,  to  whom  it  was  of  less 
consequence  that  their  notes  dionld  be  receiv- 
ed at  the  land  offices  than  that  tiieir  small  notes 
should  have  a  wide  circulation. 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Nilbs,  and  a  brief 
speech  fh>m  Mr.  Walkbb,  the  question  on  Mr. 
PivBs'  amendment  was  decided  by : 

Tus. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  BnchanoD,  Cuth- 
bert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Geoi^io,  Linn,  Lyon,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Page,  Freston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
S^ge,  Talbuidge,  npton,  Walker,  White,  Wr^ 
—26. 

NAts.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendrit^  Kent,  King  of 
Alabfana,  Kni^t,  Hooie,  Morris,  MichoUB,  Frentiss, 
Roblnns,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson^lS. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  its  engrossment. 


Pbidat,  January  27. 

"Hx,  Qbchdt  Submitted  the  ibUowIng  reso- 
lution, which  was  oonridered  and  adopted : 

Rrtdved,  That  tiie  Senate  proceed  to  ascertain 
the  dassea  in  which  the  Senators  from  tbe  State  of 
Michigan  shall  be  inserted,  in  ocmfbtmi^  with  the 
resolution  of  the  14tti  Hay,  1789. 

Mr.  GninrDT  observed,  that  Hfefore  submitting 
tbe  motion  to  carry  the  resolution  into  effect,  a 
word  of  explanation  would  perhaps  be  neces- 
sary. There  were,  according  to  the  constitution, 
three  classes  of  Senators ;  and  'there  was  an 
equfd  number  of  each,  until  the  coming  in  of 
the  Senators  from  Arkansas ;  but  one  of  them 
drawing  number  one,  and  the  other  nuinl>er 
three,  of  course  there  were  more  of  these  num- 
bers tiian  of  number  two.  This  he  had  in 
view  in  drawing  op  the  motion ;  and,  by  provid- 
ing that  n ambers  two  and'  three  only  snail  be 
drawn,  the  inequality  would  be  lessened. 

On  motion  (h  Mr.  GBunDT,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  put  hito  the  ballot 
box  two  papers  of  equal  wae,  one  of  which  shall  be 
nomberea-two,  and  the  oQmx  shall  be  a  blank,  and 
each  Senator  shall  draw  out  one  paper;  that  the 
Senator  who  shall  draw  the  pq>er  number  two  shall 
be  inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of 
asrvioe  wiU  expire  on  the  8d  day  of  March,  1889; 
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that  the  Secretary  then  pat  into  the  ballot  box  two 
papers  of  equal  size,  one  of  which  shall  be  nombered 
one,  and  tiie  other  shall  be  numbered  three,  and  the 
other  Senator  ahall  draw  ont  one  paper ;  that  If  the 
paper  drawn  be  number  one,  the  Senator  diall  be 
inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  ser- 
Tioe  win  expire  the  8d  day.  of  Harch,  1887,  and  if 
the  p^r  drawn  be  number  ttiree,  the  Senator  slull 
be  inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of 
Berrice  will  expire  the  8d  day  of  Uarcb,  1841. 

In  pnrsaanoe  of  the  above  order,  Messrs. 
^OBTBLL  and  Ltos  proceeded  to  draw  ballots 
for  their  respective  classes;  whenKr.  Lton, 
drawing  number  two,  was  classed  with  the 
Senators  whose  terms  of  servioo  expires  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1839 ;  and  Mr.  Kobveix,  drawing 
ziomber  tiiree,  was  classed  with  the  Senators 
-whose  tenns  of  service  expire  on  the  8d  of 
Jfarch,  1841. 

American  Colonization  Soeiety. 

Mr.  CtAT  presented  the  memorial  of  a  nam- 
bcr  of  citizens  of  the  XHstrict  of  Columbia, 
stating  that  they  had,  a  number  of  years  past, 
form^  an  association  for  colonizing  free  ne- 
grocs,  with  theii;  own  consent,  on  the  coast  of 
AfHcft;  that  many  donations  had  been  made  to 
them  in  money  and  in  Jands,  which  last  species 
of  property  they  conid  not  render  av^ble,  in 
conseqnenoe  of  their  n«it  having  a  charter ;  and 
praying  for  an  act  of  incorporation  to  enable 
them  to  hold  and  convey  real  estate.  Hr.  0. 
moved  to  refer  this  memorial  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  Calhoun  regretted  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  had  thought  fit  to  present  this  me- 
morial, and  deprecated  any  discossion  or  agita- 
tion of  the  subject,  which  he  thought  would 
rather  tend  to  increase  than  to  allay  the  ex- 
citement which  had  been  prodaced  by  an  in- 
Jndicions  interference  with  a  question  of  much 
odicacy.  He  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the  ref- 
erence of  the  memorial,  bot  he  mdnlged  the 
hope  that  the  committee  wotdd  see  the  propn- 

%i3X  not  acdng  on  it  daring  this  session, 
j*.  Clat  regretted  extremely  that  there 
sbonld  have  been  any  expression,  even  in  a 
modified  form,  in  opposition  to  the  ot)jeet  whidi 
the  memorialists  deare  to  attain.  The  day 
would  come,  he  would  venture  to  predict,  when 
t}ie  people  living  in  all  portions  of  this  vast 
continent  would  oecome  converts  to  the  Amer- 
ican colonization  scheme,  and  become  convinc- 
ed of  its  ntility,  and  the  humane  principles  by 
which  it  is  characterized,  in  striving  to  amelio- 
rate the  present  condition  of  the  African  race. 

Hie  object,  then,  of  the  memorialists  was  to 
send  free  n^iroes,  with -their  own  volnntary 
consenit,  to  Uberia.  They  do  not  dedre  to 
tonefa  any  interest  or  any  property — to  afftet 
any  lij^t  of  any  dtizen  here,  or  in  the  States. 
The  memorialieta  come  here  and  tell  the  S^- 
ate  that  many  donations  have  been  made  to 
them,  from  time  to  time,  both  in  land  and 
money,  uid  it  was  of  the  highest  importuioe 
that  such  an  act  as  they  appbed  for  enonld  be 


[Saum 

granted.  He  might  remind  the  Senate  of  a  d(^ 
nation  that  was  given  the  Colonization  Sodety 
by  one  of  the  best  and  greatest  men  this  coontry 
had  ever  prodnoed — ^he  meant  the  late  venerable 
ex-Prendent  Madison.  He  beqaeathed  the  do- 
nation (on  account  of  there  not  being  in  exist- 
ence such  an  act  as  these  memorialiste  pray  for) 
to  Mr,  Gurley,  for  the  benefit  of  the  society. 
Although,  in  the  present  case,  the  trust  was 
faithfully  executed,  in  other  cases  it  might  not 
be ;  hence,  therefore,  the  mem<»ialists  ask  for 
an  act  of  incorporation,  in  order  that  they  can 
receive  what  may  be  given  them.  Now,  the 
object  was  dear,  was  interesting,  was  Jost,  was 
natural ;  and  he  ooold  not  hat  ^reas  his  hope 
that  an  act  of  incorporation  woiud  be  granted 
them. 

Mr,  Calhoun  said  that  from  the  first  to  the 
last  he  had  been  under  the  impression  that  any 
interference  with  the  objects  of  this  sodety 
the  General  Government  would  not  only  be 
unconstitntional,  bnt  would  have  the  most  mis- 
chievous effects.  He  would  remind  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  who  had  mentioned  the  lato 
Mr.  Madison  as  ooe  of  the  friends  of  the  Colo- 
nization Society,  that  that  great  statesman  was 
so  strict  in  his  notions  as  to  the  gffantijig  ot 
charters  by  the  Gendntl  Goramment,  that  he 
had  vetoed  the  act  of  Congress  inowpwating  a 
ehuroh  in  Alexandria.  The  Sraator  from  Ken- 
tucky must  know  that  great  diverrity  of  opinion 
existed  among  the  wisest  and  best  men  of  the 
country  as  to  the  ultimate  good  to  be  effected 
by  this  society ;  and  that  the  prevailing  ofnnion 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the  South 
was  against  it.  Nine-tentliB  of  the  Sonthera 
people  at  least,  said  Mr.  C,  were  tmposed  to 
any  interference  with  the  objects  of  this  society 
by  the  General  Government. 

Mr.  BuoHANAN  rose  to  make  a  snggestion  to 
the  Senator  from  Kentocky;  and  uiat  was, 
that,  if  an  act  of  innorporation  be  granted  at 
all,  it  nnut  not  be  confiied  in  its  operatinL  to 
the  District  of  Colombia;  it  most  go  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  whole  Union. .  It  appeared  to  him 
(Mr.  B.)  that  this  was  not  a  pn^ior  subject  to 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Disbiot  of 
Colombia,  which  was  a  committee  having  a 
great  deal  of  boriness  to  attend  to,  though  not 
of  a  character  of  such  general  importance  as 
was  connected  with  this  memorial.  He  shonld, 
therefore,  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  a 
special  committee  on  this  question.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentocky  nnderstood  the  matter 

Eerfectly  well,  and  should  be  placed  at  the 
ead  of  it,  and  could  bring  forward  such  a 

S reposition  as  would  meet  general  ^probatiMi. 
[e  (Mr.  Bp  therefore  moved  that  the  memorial 
be  referred  to  a  selet^  oommittee. 

Mr.  CcAi  observed  that  he  understood  the 
snbject,  and  had  determined  to  make  his  pro- 
position as  free  from  objeo^n  as  posmbl^; 
and,  therefore,  he  limited  the  powers  of  the  act 
of  incorporation,  to  this  District  only.  He  wqs 
perfectly  aware  that  in  an  attem^  to  rive  It  a 
genoral  charaoter,  so  that  USaa  Boeu^  oj^t  ea* 
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tebUsh  branobes  here  and  there,  a  ooastiCotion- 
al  qnestitxi  would  artoe.  He  hoped  the  Senator 
from  PennsylTsuia  would  withdraw  his  motion 
for  a  select  committee.  He  (Mr.  0.)  did  him- 
■•elf  doubt  whether  Congreas  hod  the  power  to 
pass  an  act  of  incorporation  which  shoald  lutve 
powers  bejond  the  District  of  Oolumhia.  But 
as  to  the  memorial,  he  would  say  that,  as  it 
came  from  the  District  of  Columbia,  tbe  proper 
reference  was  to  the  committee  having  charge 
c^'its  afffurs,  to  which  it  might  be  sent;  and  he 
hoped  that  it  would  report  a  bill  as  speedily  as 
pos^ble.  He  hoped  gentlemen  wonld  not  post- 
pone t^e  consideration  of  Uie  sultJect. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  oonedved  that-  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  had  taken  tbe  "proper,  view 
of  this  question.  He  thought,  too,  that  it 
ahonld  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  The 
Senator  from  Kentucky  and  himself  view  the 
aa^ect  in  a  very  different  point  of  view. 
A  mysterious  Providence  had  brought  the 
Uack  and  the  white  people  together  from 
different  parts  of  the  globe,  and  no  human 
power  could  now  separate  them.  "thQ  whites 
are  a  Earopean  race,  being  masters ;  and  the 
Africans  are  tbe  inferior  race,  and  slaves.  He 
believed  %tat  they  could  exist  among  m  peace- 
ably enough,  if  undisturbed,  for  all  time ;  and 
it  was  his  opmion  that  the  Ool(»uzation  Society, 
and  all  the  other  acheraes  which  had  been  got- 
ten np  tiiron^  mistaken  notions  of  philanthro- 
py, in  order  to  bring  about  an  alteration  in 
the  condition  of  the  African,  had  a  wrong 
foundation,  and  were  calculateid  to  disturb  the- 
exlsting  relations  beween  the  two  races,  and 
the  relations  between  the  North  and  the  South. 
He  knew  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  viewed 
the  subject  in  a  very  different  light,  for  he  had 
'  stated  on  many  occasions  he  opinions  the  held. 
He  fHr.  0.)  believed  that  the  very  existence  of 
the  South  depended  upon  the  existing  relations 
being  kept  np,  and  that  every  scheme  which 
might  be  introduced,  having  for  its  ot^ect  an 
alteration  in  the  ocmdition  of  the  negn^  was 
pregnant  with  danger  and  ruin.  It  was  a  be- 
nevolent object,  and  highly  deeirable  that  the 
blessingfl  of  civuization  and  Christianity  should 
be  introdnoed  into  benighted  Africa ;  but  this 
was  a  Gkivenunent  of  limited  powers,  and  had 
no  more  to  do  with  free  n^roes  than  with 
slaves ;  and  if  Africa  was  to  be  Christianized 
and  dvilized,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  done 
by  this  Government  acting  beyond  its  constitu- 
tional powers.  It  was  a  matter  of  litUe  im- 
portance to  him,  whether  the  memorial  ahould 
be  referred  to  a  select  conmilttee,  or  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Hr.  Przbton  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
memorial  might  be  sent  to  the  Committee  ou 
theDistriet 

Vi.  SiBABW  said  that  he  should  be  oranpd- 
\iA  to  vote  against  the  reforenee  <i(  tiw  memo- 1 
rial  to  any  oonmittee  whatsoerer.  He  madd- 
ed in  opinion  with  both  the  Senators  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  that,  were  an  act  of  inoorpora- 
flon  pMBcd,  Ui  ^EBots  would  b«  ooexteuiTe 
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with  the  Union  iteelf.  And  he  diould  depre- 
cate more  the  location  <^  a  society  at  this  point 
than  at  any  other,  because  of  its  commondiiig 
|K>sitlon,  and  on  account  of  its  indicating  the 
right  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  so  delicate 
and  important  a  scbjeot.  It  was  Impossible  to 
be  BO  obtuse  as  not  to  see  that  this  society, 
with  its  Brlareus  arms,  would  exercise  a  great 
influence  over  the  interests  of  the  Southern 
country.  What  would  be  its  effects,  but  to 
hold  out  to  the  slave  population  a  desire  to  be- 
come free !  He  meant,  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  country  in  which  they  live.  They  did  ■ 
not  generally  desire  freedom,  in  their  d^^raded 
condition,  and  most  of  the  uaves  preferred  liv- 
ing in  that  oonditicm.  But  when  an  induce- 
ment was  held  out  to  them,  it  was  done  to 
make  tliem  discontented  with  the  situation  in 
which  Grod  had  placed  them.  He  had  been 
opposed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  be- 
cause he  believed  Congress  had  no  power  to 
grant  a  charter  out  of  the  District  of  Colombia ; 
and  for  the  same  reason,  nearly,  he  was  now 
also  opposed  to  granting  an  act  of  incorporation 
to  the  Colonization  Society  in  this  District,  be- 
cause, in  its  very  nature,  its  operations  coold 
not  be  confined  to  it  solely.  ' 

Mr.  BivBS  had  made  up  his  mind  to  vote  for 
the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of. Columbia;  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  oonudered  as  expr^ing  any  opinion 
that  the  objects  of  this  sodety  could  be  accom- 
plished by  the  md  of  Congress.  'While  he  did 
not  believe  that  it  was  competent  for  Congress 
to  incorporate  any  society  whose  objects  ex- 
tended beyond  the  limits  of  the  District,  and 
were  coextensive  with  the  Union,  he  was  yet 
disposed  to  vote  for  tlie  reference,  on  the  as- 
sumption that  the  acts  of  this  society  were  to 
be  confined  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  felt  very  unwilling 
that  the  memorial  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Cdnmbia,  for  iti 
was  general  in  its  character,  as  many  gentiemeu 
seemed  to  think ;  and  that  was  to  his  mind  the 
very  reason  why  it  should  not  be  sent  to  this 
committee,  whose  duty  was  to  attend  to  bost- 
ness  connected  only  with  the  ten  miles  square, 
and  to  guard  the  rights  of  tbe  people  livir^ 
within  that  space.  It  was  quite  palpable  that 
no  corporate  body  of  this  character  could  be 
establiuied  here,  without  affecting  the  whole 
Union.  Why  did  not  the  society.  Instead  of 
coming  to  Congress  for  an  act  of  incorporation, 
apply  to  some  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 
Their  object  was  clear ;  and  he  could  not  but 
regard  this  as  an  entering  wedge  to  more  ex- 
tended operations,  and  it  should  be  frustrated 
at  once.  He  had  never  thrown  any  obstacle  in 
the  vi?  of  what  he  considered  pr^wortlir 
and  mmtoriouB  on  the  part  tif  the  Colwization 
SodetT ;  but  H  was  not  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  lend  them  any  asmstance.  Ur.  E.  concluded 
bv  moving  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on  the  table. 
'Tbe  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table— ay ea 
S4,  noes  12. 


Ammem  CotomMtOim  Soeiet§. 
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The  foUowing  bill  waa  read  a  third  time : 

A  Ull  designing  and  Hmithig  the  funds  receivtble 
for  the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 

Se  it  enacted,  etc.,  That  the  Secretv;  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  hereby  ii,  required  to  ad<^  such 
mean]  res  u  he  mty  deem  neewny  to  effect  a  ool- 
ketbn  of  the  poUls  reremie  of  the  tltilted  States, 
whether  iridng  from  duties,  tsxeat,  debts,  or  ealee 
of  lands,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  jnindf^  herehi 
provided :  that  is,  that  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or 
sums  of  money  payable  fbr  landa,  shall  be  collected 
or  recaved  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are 
payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  Icsal 
currency  itf  the  United  States,  under  the  fUlowing 
restricdona  and  conditions  in  regard  to  audi  notes, 
to  wit :  tnm  and  after  the  paseage  of  this  act,  the 
notes  of  no  bank  whidi  E^l  issue  or  drcolate  biUs  or 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars  shfdl 
be  recdved  on  account  of  the  public  dues ;  and  Horn 
and  aftw  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  eigfateen 
hundred  and  ttdrtf-nfne.  tte  notes  of  no  bank  wluoh 
shall  issue  or  droulate  bills  or  notes  of  a  lessdeoomina- 
Uoa  than  ten  dollats,  shall  be  so  receivable ;  and 
from  and  after  the  thirtietb  day  of  December,  one 
Aonsand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  the  like  pro- 
hibition shul  be  extended  to  iha  notes  of  all  banks 
iaeaiiig  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than 
twen^  dollars. 

SicL  S.  And  ie  it  further  enacted,  That  no  notes 
shall  be  received  by  uie  collectors  or  receivers  of  the 
paUic  money  whi*^  the  banks  in  wbic^  they  are  to 
be  deposited  shall  not,  onder  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tresmiry,  agree  to 
pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as  cash : 
Prmided,  That  if  any  depodt  bank  shaU  refuse  to 
receive  tnA  pass  to  the  ^edit  of  the  United  &atea, 
IS  cash,  any  notes  receivable  under  the  provisiona 
of  this  act,  wfaioh  said  bank.  In  the  ordinary  coorae 
of  business,  receives  on  general  depo^  the  Seere> 
tary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  auuorized  to  with- 
draw the  public  deposits  from  said  basic 

The  qoestiwi  bdog  on  the  passage  of  the 

bill, 

Mr.  Bbntoh  rose  and  commenced  his  speech 
against  its  paasage  with  stating  the  reason  why 
be  had  not  spofcen  the  evemng  before,  when 
the  qnestion  was  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
biU.  He  8^d  that  he  oould  not  have  foreseen 
that  the  Bohjeot  depending  before  the  Senate, 
the  bill  for  mai^g  the  sales  of  the  pnblio  lands 
to  actoal  settlers,  woald  be  laid  down  for  the 
pnrpose  of  taking  up  this  snlgeot  out  of  its 
order;  and,  tiitfefore,  had  not  bronght  witii 
lum  aome  memorandams  which  he  intended  to 
USB  when  this  subject  oame  np.  He  did  not 
dioose  to  ask  fiw  del^,  becanse  his  hoUt  was 
to  neak  to  saUects  when  they  were  caUed; 
and  in  this  particular  case  he  did  not  tiilnlc  it 
material  when  he  spoke ;  for  he  was  very  well 
aware  that  his  spiking  would  not  affect  the 
fate  of  the  bill.  It  would  pass,  aad  that  waa 
known  to  all  in  the  chamber.  -  It  was  known 
to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Ewnro)  who  hi- 
dnlged  himself  in  saying  he  Uiought  otherwise 
a  £nr  dajs  ago ;  bnt  that  was  fmj  a  good-na'* 
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tored  way  of  stimulating  hla  friends,  and  bring- 
ing tiiem  up  to  the  scratch.  The  bill  woukI 
pass,  and  that  by  a  good  vote,  for  it  would 
have  the  vote  of  the  oppodtioD,  and.  a  dividon 
of  the  administralion  vote.  Why,  then,  did  he 
speak?  Because  it  was  due  to  his  position, 
and  the  part  he  had  acted  on  the  currency 
queetiona,  to  express  his  sentiments  more  fbl^ 
on  this  bill,  so  vital  to  the  general  cnnency, 
than  oonld  be  done  by  a  mere  negative  vote. 
He  should,  therefore,  speak  against  it,  and 
should  dircMct  his  attention  to  tiie  bill  reported 
by  the  Pablio  Land  Committee,  which  had  so 
totally  changed  the  character  of  the  proceeding 
on  this  sul^ect.  The  recision  of  the  Treasury 
order  was  iutroduoed  a  resolution — ^it  went  ont 
a  resolataon — ^bot  it  came  back  a  bill,  and  a 
bill  to  regulate,  not  the  land  oiBoe  receipts 
only,  but  all  the  receipts  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  in  this  new  form  is  to  become 
statute  law,  and  a  law  to  operate  on  all  the 
revenues,  and  to  repeal  all  other  laws.upon  the 
subject  to  which  it  related.  In  this  new  fona 
it  assumes  an  importance,  and  acquires  an 
effect,  infinitely  beyond  a  resolnti<m,  and  be- 
comes, in  &et  as  wdl  as  In  iiani&  a  totaUynew 
measure.  Mr.  B.  reminded  the  Banato  that  he 
had,  in  his  first  ^wech  on  this  Bobjeot,  pven  it 
as  haa  opinion,  tbat  two  main  objects  were  {wo- 
posed  to  be  acoompllshed  by  the  resdndiug  r«a< 
olntion:  first,  the  implied  condemnation  of 
President  Jackson  for  violating  the  laws  and 
coDstitotion,  and  desb'oying  the  prosperity  of 
the  ooimtrr ;  and,  secondly,  the  imponlion  of 
the  paper  currency  of  the  States  upon  the 
Federal  Government.  With  respect  to  the  first 
of  these  ol^ects,  he  presumed  it  was  fhlly  prov- 
ed by  the  apeeoheB  of  all  the  oppoiitiiui  Qea- 
ators  who  had  spoken  oo  this  snlfjeot;  and, 
with  respect  to  the  second,  he  beUered  it  would 
find  ite  |woof  in  the  change  which  llie  original 
resolution  had  undergone,  and  the  form  it  was 
now  assuming  of  statute  law,  and  especiaUj 
with  the  proviso  which  waa  added  at  toe  eml 
of  the  seowid  aecticm. 

Having  remarked  upon  the  phraseolc^  of 
the  bill,  and  shown  th^  a  paper  currency,  com- 
posed of  the  notes  of  a  liionsand  local  banks, 
not  only  tnight  become  t^e  currency  of  the 
Federal  Government,  but  was  evidently  intend- 
ed to  Im  made  Its  currency ;  and  that.  Id  the 
face  of  all  the  protestations  of  the  friends  of  the 
administration  in  favor  of  re-establishing  the 
national  gold  ourrou^,  Mr.  B.  would  now  take 
up  the  bill  of  the  committee  nnder  two  m  three 
other  o^Mcta,  and  show  it  to  be  as  mirtaken  in 
its  derign  as  it  would  be  impotent  in  ite  efibot. 
In  the  first  |daoe,  it  transferred  the  biraness  of 
Buppresring  the  nnatl-note  drcnlstion  from  the 
deiKMdt  branch  to  the  ooUecUng  branoh  of  the 
pnolic  revenne.  At  present,  this  business  was 
in  a  course  of  progress  through  the  deposit 
banks,  as  a  condition  of  holdmg  the  public 
moneys,  and,  as  such,  had  a  plaoe  in  the  de- 
posit act  of  the  hwt  sesrion,  and  also  had  ajdaoe 
in  the  Freddent's  message  (tf  the  last  ssmoii, 
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whore  the  Bnppression  of  paper  currency  ander 
twentj  dollars  was  expressly  referred  to  the 
action  of  the  deposit  buika,  and  as  a  condition 
of  their  retaining*  the  public  deposits.  It  was 
through  the  deposit  banks,  and  hot  throngh  tlie 
reception  of  local  bank  puper,  that  the  snppres- 
rion  of  nnall  notes  shonld  be  effected.  K  the 
next  place,  he  objected  to  the  oommittee*s  bill, 
beoanse  it  proposed  to  make  a  banaln  with 
each  of  the  thoasand  backs  now  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  hundreds  more  which  will  soon 
be  born,  and  to  s^re  them  a  right — a  right  by 
hw— to  have  tbeir  notes  received  at  the  federal 
Treasury.  He  was  agtunst  such  a  barg^n.  He 
had  no  idea  of  making  a  contract  with  these 
thousand  banks  for  the  reception  of  their  notes. 
He  had  no  idea  of  contracting  with  them,  and 
giving  them  a  right  to  plead  the  Oonstitution 
of  the  United  States  against  us,  if.  at  any  Ume, 
after  having  agreed  to  receive  their  notes,  upon 
condition  that  they  would  ^ve  np  their  small 
droulation,  they  should  choose  to  say  we  had 
Impaired  the  contract  by  not  continuing  to  re- 
oeive  them;  and  so  atlier  relapse  into  we  Issoe 
of  this  small  trasb,  or  have  recourse  to  the  ju- 
dicial process  to  compel  the  United  States  to 
abide  the  contract,  and  CMitinue  the  reception 
of  all  their  notes.  Mr.  B.  had  no  idea  of  letting 
down  this  Federal  Government  to  such  petty 
and  inconvement  bargains  with  a  thousand 
moneyed  corporations.  The  Government  of 
I2ie  United  States  ought  to  act  as  a  Govern- 
ment, and  not  as  a  contractor.  It  should  pre- 
scribe conditions,  and  not  make  bargsins.  It 
should  give  the  law.  He  was  uainst  these 
bargains,  even  if  they  were  good  ones ;  but 
they  were  bad  baraaina,  wretobedly  bad,  and 
ought  to  be  r^eoted  as  anoh,  even  if  all  higher 
and  nobler  considerations  were  out  vlt  the  ques- 
tion. What  is  the  consideration  that  the  Unit- 
ad  States  is  to  receive?  A  mere  individual 
agreement,  witli  each  bank  by  itself^  that  in 
three  years  it  will  cease  to  issae  notes  under 
ten  dollars,  and  in  five  years  it  will  cease  to  is- 
sne  notes  under  twenty  dollars.  Wliat  is  the 
price  which  she  pays  for  this  consideration !  In 
the  first  place,  it  receives  the  notes  of  such  banks 
as  gold  and  sUver  at  all  the  land  offices,  cnstom- 
houses,  and  post  offices,  of  the  United  States, 
and,  of  course,  pays  them  out  again  as  gold  and 
rilver  to  all  her  debtors.  In  ue  next  place,  it 
compels  the  deposit  banks  to  credit  them  as 
.  oash.  In  the  tiiird  place,  It  aooredits  the  whole 
oironlation  of  the  bulks,  and  makes  It  enrrent 
an  over  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of 
universal  receivability  for  all  federal  dues.  In 
otiier  words,  it  indorses,  so  &r  as  credit  is  con- 
cerned, the  whole  ciroolataon  of  every  bank 
that  comes  into  the  bargain  itms  proposed. 
This  is  certainly  a  most  wretched  bargain  on 
the  part  of  tiie  United  States — a  bai^ain  in 
which  what  she  receives  is  ruinous  to  her ;  for 
the  more  local  paper  she  receives  in  payment 
of  her  revenues,  the  worse  for  her,  and  the 
sooner  will  her  Treasury  be  filled  with  un- 
available funds. 


Mr.  B.  had  been  at  work  for  five  years  to 
procure  the  suppression  of  paper  money  under 
twenty  dollars.  His  exertions^  on  that  point, 
had  brought  him  into  communication  witn  the 
officOTB  of  many  banks ;  and  it  was  due  to  them 
to  say,  t2iat  all  the  b«nk8  of  high  character, 
with  which  he  had  communic^ed,  were  in 
ftvoc  of  the  sni^ffesdon  <tf  small  notes ;  and 
he  was  fUly  persuaded  that  many  of  them,  and 
as  a  mere  condition  of  retaining  the  public  de- 
posits, if  the  deposit  banks  were  re(1uoed  to  the 
proper  number,  would  ^ve  up  their  circulation 
entu^Iy,  and  introduce  mto  our  country  the  ex- 
ample of  banks  of  discount,  deposit,  and  ex- 
change, alone,  as  they  exist  in  Europe,  and 
where  they  {pve  all  the  real  benefits  of^  banks, 
without  the  dangers  and  mischiefe  of  issuing 
paper  money.  In  his  opinion,  aboat  thirty  de- 
podt  banks  were  enough;  tbey  were  more 
places  of  deposit  than  e^ted  dunng  the  time 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  had 
but  twenty-fonr  branches :  and  if  the  depo^ 
were  confined  to  about  thirty  banks  c^good 
oqdtal  and  high  character,  these  banks  would 
immediately,  that  is  to  say,  within  one  or  two 
years,  and  now  while  we  have  the  specie  to  jostlQ^ 
the  operation,  enter  heartily  into  the  measure 
of  putting  down  the  circulation  of  notes  under 
twenty  dollars.  With  the  additional  induce- 
ment of  relinquishing  the  interest  which  they 
now  pay  on  deposits,  he  felt  certain  they  would 
quickly  accomplish  this  great  work  for  the 
count^.  Now  is  the  tune,  as  Mr.  0.  P.  White 
says  in  his  letter,  now  is  the  time  to  do  it,  when 
our  specie  is  between  seventy  and  eighty  mil- 
•lions  of  dollars.  Certainly  this  is  the  time, 
'while  forty-five  millions  of  that  specie  b  looked 
up  in  the  vaults  of  banks— and  wule  oar  paper 
oironlatirai  is  so  rednndant  as  to  bave  under- 
gone  a  depredation  which  is  heavily  felt  in  the 
price  of  every  artaole  of  consumption  by  all  pw- 
Bons  who  live  upon  wages  and  fixed  income. 
11^  is  the  time  to  effect  the  suppression  \  and 
it  was  affiicting  to  see  it  lost ;  tor  to  postpone 
it  five  years  was  to  lose  the  golden  opportunity. 
And  at  whose  instance  was  this  to  be  done  9 
At  the  instance  of  the  small  banks — ^the  two- 
and-rizpenny  concerns — to  which  It  was  an  ob- 
ject to  put  out  small  notes,  for  the  sake  of  the 
gun  to  the  bank  upon  the  loss  to  the  commu- 
nity, in  the  wear  and  tear  of  small  notes.  Ifr. 
B.  s^d  it  was  the  small  banks  which  cUng  to 
Uie  smallnotes,  and  some  of  than  dnoe  th^ 
becune  deposit  banks^  and  In'violatlcm  of  the 
depont  law.  He  would  give  an  instance;  it 
was  from  that  same  Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus, 
from  whidi  he  had  before  read.  In  the  state- 
ment of  its  condition  made  to  the  Legislatore 
of  Ohio  on  the  8th  day  of  January  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  the  circulation  of  the  bank  is  thus 
stated ;  One-dollar  bills,  $6,226 ;  two-dollar  do. 
$4,916;  three-doUar  do.  $6,669;  five  do.  $60,- 
086,  ten  do.  $10,910;  twenty  do.  $13,140 ;  fifty 
do.  $18,400;  one  hundred  do.  $300.  Now, 
hete  is  a  bu^  whose  total  circulation  is  $115,- 
000.  and  <tf  whldi  the  whotoi  .«»6pt  abont 
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$26,000,  ia  xtnAer  twenty  dollars ;  and  yet  this 
bank,  on  this  question,  and  in  this  chamber,  is 
to  oatweigh  the  Manhattan,  aod  the  other  great 
banks  of  we  country  I 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  onrionB  to  observe  that  the 
small  country-  banks  in  England  had  governed 
the  legislation  of  the  British  Parliament  in  the 
snppression  of  the  small  notes,  precisely  in  the 
manner  now  going  on  in  this  country,  and  with 
the  same  disutroos  results  there  which  may  be 
e^>eoted  to  ensue  here.  He  wonld,  to  ^ow 
this,  read  an  extract  from  the  testimony  of  the 
governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  Kr.  Horsley 
Palmer,  before  Ixird  Althorp's  committee,  in 
1882.   Ho  says : 

"  By  Uie  resolutioji  of  the  Hoose  of  CotomonB  of 
1819,  the  Bank  of  Enj^d  was  required,  within 
four  years,  to  pay  off  In  sold  the  amount  of  their 
ooe-poond  notes  then  In  c&oalaticRi,  (about  £7,500- 
^00 ;)  farther,  to  provide  tiie  coin  for  paying  off  the 
country  email  notes  in  1826,  (about  £7,800,000 ' 
more;)  in  addition  to  whidi,  the  neceeaity  was  im- 
posed of  providing  the  requisite  surplus  bullion  for 
hisuribg  the  convertibility  of  all  their  liabilities ; 
whidi  addition  of  bullion  to  their  stock  could  not  be 
gstimatwi  at  less  than  £6,000,000;  making  .hi  the 
aggr^ate  £80,000,000  of  gold  as  necessaty  to  be 
procured  from  foreigo  countries  within  the  space  of 
four  years  from  1819.  The  bank  cancelled  their  own 
small  notes  in  1821,  (two  years  before  the  time 
limited  by  Parliament)  In  1822,  being  three  years 
prior  to  the  time  fixed  by  Parliament,  they  were  in 
a  situation  to  furnish*  the  gold  for  paying  off  the 
country  small  notes,  (tliat  la,  they  had  procured  the 
whole  20  nUIUons  m  gold,  near  100  millions  of 
donam,  from  foreign  countries  in  three  years,)  when, 
witiiout  any  communication  with  the  bank,  the 
Government  thought  proper  to  authorize  a  contin- 
iianee  of  ttie  circulation  of  the  country  small  notes 
until  1838." 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  here  seen  that  the  governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England  oomplfdned  that,  when 
the  Bank  of  England  had  procared  twenty  mil- 
lions sterling  in  gold  in  three  years,  (equal  to 
near  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,)  and  had 
suppressed  its  own  small  notes,  and  had  gold 
enough  to  supply  the  place  of  all  the  country 
banks'  small  notes,  these  country  banks  got 
the  time  extended  for  the  suppression  of 
theirs— got  it  done  in  Parliament,  wi&out  con- 
snltaUon  vith  the  Bank  of  England — and  ex- 
tended np  to  the  yew  1888.  Ibis  is  the  testi- 
mony, oi  the  {pvemor  of  the  bank,  and  the 
point  of  it  is  this :  that  the  Parliament  lost  the 
golden  moment  of  doing  the  great  wor^  and 
lost  it  by  conforming  to  the  interests  of  the 
amall  country  banks,  whose  friends  were  nn- 
znerons  and  powerful  in  Parliament,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  interests  of  the  empire,  and  ag^nst 
the  #ishes  of  the  Bank  of  England.  The  rest 
is  matter  of  history.  That  history  is,  that  these 
coontry  banks  never  enjoyed  the  seven  years 
which  Parliament  graut^  them.  Having  seven 
jean  to  go  upon,  they  resolved  to  m^e  hay 
while  the  sun  was  shining.  So  to  work  they 
vrent,  and  put  ont  more  mull  notes  than  ever. 
The  ocaueqneaoe  tb^  tin  vast  and  disaatnnu 


explosion  of  the  paper  system  which  took  ^aoe 
in  1825,  an  explosion  which  covered  all  Eng- 
land with  the  wrecks  of  broken  fortunes,  and 
in  which  80  many  femilies  who  thought  them- 
selves affluent  were  suddenly  sunk,  without  any 
fitnlt  of  their  own,  and,  as  if  1^  m^o  and  en- 
chantment, from  the  enjoyment  of  wealtih  and 
happiness,  to  the  sufferings  of  poverty,  misery, 
and  despair. .  History,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  said  to  be 
philosophy  teaching  by  example.  But  how 
many  of  her  lessons  are  lost  npon  the  world  I 
Here  is  a  great  lesson  g^ven  to  us  in  our  own 
time,  and  by  the  nation  from  whom  we  have 
borrowed  our  whole  system  of  banking.  Yet 
this  lesson  is  lost  npon  us ;  and  we  must  go 
through  her  sufferings,  and  learn  it  ourselves, 
as  she  did,  before  we  can  know  it  Our  cir- 
.cumstances  are  the  same ;  we  have  accumulat- 
ed upwards  of  70  millions  of  gold  and  silver ; 
it  is  increasing  every  day ;  we  are  ready  for 
the  operatim  of  drawing  in  small  notes,  and 
putting  'ont  hard  money ;  the  strong  and  re- 
spectable banks  wish  us  to  do  it :  the  puUio 
interest  requires  it  to  be  done ;  tne  policy  of 
Pre«dent  Jackson's  administration  prescribes 
it ;  yet  we  lose  the  golden  opportnnity ;  we  put 
it  off  for  five  years  I  and  instead  of  adopting  an 
efBcient  course  to  act  upon  masses  of  banks, 
and  upon  every  variety  of  their  circulation 
under  twenty  dollars,  we  take  an  impotent,  in- 
efficient course,  and  to  act  npon  units,  and  up- 
on the  notes  which  they  issue  only,  and  by  way 
of  bargiun,  which  either  party  may  terminate 
when  it  pleases,  a  baraain  which  must  be 
to  our  Treasury  if  the  banks  accept  it  1 

lb*.  B.,  havuig  gone  over  these  ol^eotlonB  to 
the  oommittee*B  bill,  would  now  ascend  to  a 
class  of  objections  of  a  higher  and  graver  char- 
acter. He  had  already  remarked  that  the  com- 
mittee had  carried  out  a  resolution,  and  had 
brought  Isack  a  bill ;  that  the  committee  pro- 
posed  a  statntory  enactment,  where  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio,  (Mr,  Ewino, )  and  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Jlr.  Kives,)  had  only  proposed 
a  joint  resolution ;  and  he  had  already  further 
remarked,  that  in  addition  to  this  total  change 
in  the  mode  of  action,  the  committee  bad  added 
what  neither  of  these  Senators  had  proposed, 
a  clause,  under  a  proviso,  to  enact  paper  money 
into  cash — ^to  pass  paper  money  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  States,  as  cash — and  to  pnidsh, 
by  the  loss  of  the  deposits,  any  deposit  bank 
which  dioald  refuse  so  to  receive,  so  to  credit^ 
and  so  to  pass,  the  notes  "  reodvable  "  under 
the  provisions  of  tbeir  bill.  These  two  changes 
make  entirely  a  new  measure — one  of  wholly 
a  different  character  from  the  resolutions  of  the 
two  Senators — a  measure  which  openly  and  in 
terms,  and  under  penalties,  underttuces  to  make 
local  State  paper  a  legal  tender  to  the  Federal 
Government,  and  to  compel  the  reception  of  all 
its  revenues  in  the  notes  "  receivable  "  under 
the  provisions  of  the  committee's  bill.  After 
this  gigantio  step — ^tbis  colossal  movement — in 
favor  of  paper  money,  there  was  bat  one  step 
more  for  the  committee  to  take,  and  that  was  t» 
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make  these  notes  a  legal  tender  in  all  payments 
from  the  Federal  Govenimeiit.  Bat  that  step 
was  mmeoessaiT'  to  be  takea  in  words,  for  it  is 
taken  in  fact,  when  the  other  great  step  becomes 
lav.  Fw  it  is  incontestable  d^at  what  the  Gov- 
ernment receives,  it  mast  paj  out ;  and  what 
it  pays  ont  becomes  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. 80  that  when  this  bill  passes,  the  paper 
money  of  the  local  banks  will  be  a  tender  by 
law  to  the  Federal  GoTemraent,  and  a  tender 
by  duresie  from  the  G^Tcmment  to  its  creditors 
and  the  people.  This  is  the  state  to  which  the 
oonmilttee^B  hill  will  bring  us  1  and  now,  let  us 
iwose  and  oontemplate,  for  a  moment,  the  po- 
sition we  occupy,  and  the  vast  ocean  of  paper 
on  which  we  are  proposed  to  be  embarked. 

We  stand  upon  a  constitution  which  reot^ 
nixes  nothing  but  gold  and  stiver  for  money ; 
we  stand  upon  a  legislation  of  near  fifty  years, 
whidt  reoc4;nizes  nothing  but  ^Id  and  silver 
fbr  money.  Now,  for  the  first  time,  we  have  a 
statutory  enactment  proposed  to  recc^nize  the 
papw  of  a  wilderness  of  local  banks  for  money, 
and  in  so  doing  to  repeal  all  prior  le^dntion  by 
law,  and  the  constitution  by  fact.  Tliia  is  an 
era  in  our  legislation.  It  is  statute  law  to  con- 
trol all  other  law,  and  is  not  a  resolution  to  aid 
other  laws,  and  to  express  the  opinioos  of  Con- 
gress. On  this  point  he  must  be  peradtted  to 
refor  to  what  he  had  sfdd  in  a  former  p«rt  of 
this  debate,  whm  he  dwelt  upon  the  difibrenoe 
"between  an  act  of  Congress  and  a  resolation  of 
Congress,  and  oongraJtnlated  himself  that  no 
act  of  the  national  Legislaturo  had  ever  attack- 
ed the  great  fundamental  acts  for  the  oi^ection 
of  the  revenues  in  the  gold  end  f^ver  money 
of  the  constitution. 

Kr.  B.  sud,  the  effects  of  this  statute  would 
he,  to  make  a  p^r  government — to  iasure  the 
exportation  of  our  specie — to  leave  the  State 
banks  without  foundations  to  rest  upon — ^to 
produce  a  certain  catastrophe  in  the  whole  pa- 
per system — to  revive  the  pretensions  the 
tlnitea  States  Bank — and  to  fitsten,  for  a  time, 
the  Adam  Smith  system  upon  the  f'ederal  Qor- 
etnment  and  the  wh<de  Union. 

Jtt.  B.  objected  to  the  bill,  for  want  of  cer- 
tainty Id  the  Mnd  of  money  which  was  to  be 
leo^ved  in  the  land  offices.  The  whole  question 
was  left  afloait.  Kothiug  was  fixed ;  nothing 
was  stationary.  What  was  land-office  money 
to-day  might  not  be  so  to-morrow.  The  orders 
for  the  reception  and  r^ection  of  different 
paper,  or  the  same  p^er,  might  vary  from  day 
to  day.  A  farmer  hears  that  the  notes  of  a 
particular  bank  are  receivable;  he  supplies 
himself  with  those  notes  and  goes  to  the  office. 
When  he  gets  there,  he  may  meet  an  order  to 
exclude  them;  and  then  be  turned  over  to  a 
money-dealer  to  famish  himself  with  other  not^ 
no  better  tJtan  those  he  had,  bnt  at  acost  of  Ave, 
ten,  or  fifteen  per  cent  to  him,  to  effect  the 
exchange.  Far  better  would  it  be  for  the 
farmers  and  settlers  to  have  the  permanency 
and  n^ormity  of  gold  and  silver  only  for 
laudrf^Boe  pafments;  then  they  would  always 


[ Jahhabt,  1887. 

know  what  they  had  to  rely  upon,  and  would 
be  free  from  disippointments  and  iinpositions. 

"htr.  B.  further  objected  to  the  receivabili^ 
of  paper  money  at  the  land  offices,  on  acooant 
of  the  advantages  which  it  gave  to  bankers 
and  their  favorites  over  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity. To  a  banker,  or  his  favorite,  it  was 
pretty  immaterial  whether  he  save  a  quire  or 
a  ream — a  handful,  or  an  armfiu— of  his  paper, 
for  a  parcel  of  land ;  and  whether  this  paper 
was  Bpeclded  over  with  figures  for  five  dollars 
or  fifty  dollars  or  five  hundred  dollars.  It  was 
all  pretty  mam  the  same  thing  to  him.  To  a 
farmer,  nowever,  who  had  to  give  labor,  or 
produce,  or  property,  for  every  dollar  he 
obtained,  it  was  quite  another  affhir ;  and  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  stand  tne  com- 
petition with  the  man  of  quires,  with  his 
machine  to  impress  letters  ana  figures  for  as 
many  dollars  as  he  pleased,  on  the  Uttle  oblong 
slips  of  paper  whi^  constituted  bank  notes. 
It  was  a  shame  in  the  Government  to  put  the 
farmer  in  competition  with  such  wholesale 
manufactorers  of  paper  dollars, 

Mr.  B.  farther  objected  to  this  bill,  hecanse 
its  tendency  was  to  inundate  the  new  States 
with  strange  and  unknown  bank  paper.  In 
the  new  States,  whatever  was  land  office 
money  was  onrrent  money.  It  was  enzrait, 
not  only  at  Ihe  land  offioe,  bnt  in  eveey  plaoa 
and  all  over  the  State.  It  was  a  Government 
indorsement,  which  gave  credit  to  the  whole 
issue  of  the  bank.  Taking  advantage  of  this, 
it  was  quite  nsoal  for  enterprising  banks  to  get 
thor  paper  made  receivable  in  the  land  offices : 
then  go  to  the  new  States,  and  lay  ont  im- 
mense quantities  of  it  in  the  purchase  of  prod- 
acts,  or  property;  and  then  leave  it  to  be 
shaved  out  of  the  hands  of  the  jwople  when 
it  ceased  to  be  land  office  money,  or  when 
specie  .was  wanted  for  it 

Unally,  Mr.  B.  otyected,  totally,  to  the  idea 
ctf  oimlinning  to  receive  paper  money  for  the 
does  of  the  Federal  Govemmrait.  This  biU 
was  intended  to  he  a  pennanent  law ;  tiiere 
vas  no  limitatitm  of  wne  in  it.  It  was  in- 
tended to  continue  paper  money  forever  as  the 
oorrenoy  of  tiie  Federal  Government.  There 
was  no  longer  any  plea  of  necessity  to  justify 
such  a  gross  departare  from  the  constitution. 
It  is  not  now  as  it  was  in  1816,  when  the 
joint  resolution  of  that  year  was  passed.  Then, 
there  was  less  specie  in  the  country  than  ever 
was  known ;  now  there  is  more  than  ever  was 
known.  The  joint  resolution  of  1816  was  a 
great  ^vance  upon  the  existing  state  of  things 
at  that  time :  the  same  resolution  would  be  a 
retrograde  movonent,  and  a  great  felling  back 
at  the  present  day.  we  hare  now  near  eii^ty 
mUliona  of  spu^e.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury computed  it  at  sevens-three  minions  two 
months  ago,  and  it  has  been  increasing  ever 
»nce.  A  New  Orleans  pfq>er  computes  it  at 
eighty  millions.  Say  the  amount  is  seventy-five 
mulions;  that  sum  is  far  beyond  any  possible 
demuid  that  the  oolteotloa  of  the  revenues  la 
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^eeio  coald  demand.  On  this  point  ytr.  B. 
moke  vhh  data  in  bia  hand,  and  oonld 
denunutnte  and  pran'  up  vbat  ha  aiHA.  He 
had  two  diffirent  data  to  go  npon,  dther  d 
which  would  be  anffidan^  and  both  of  which, 
togedier,  would  be  oondorive.  Urat,  as  to  the 
amoont  of  moaej  wMoh  it  reqaires  to  effect  a 

Siven  amonnt  of  payments  in  transacting  the 
nsiness  of  the  ooontry.  Everrbedy  noows 
that  it  does  not  require  an  amount  of  money' 
equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  annoal  pay- 
menta,  to  make  those  paymenta.   This  might 
be  the  case  if  every  creditor  ate  all  the 
money  which  ho  received;   hot  as  he  does 
not  eat  it,  bat  pays  it  over  to  somebody 
else,  it  follows  that  the  same  piece  of  money 
performs  many  payments  in  the  coarse  of  the 
year ;  and,  consequently,  that  a  fluid  far  below 
tlu  amount  d  annual  paymenta  will  be  snffi- 
ei«it  to  eflbet  all  those  p^menta,  A  propor- 
tionate snpply,  then,  is  all  that  is  wanted ;  and 
that  proportion  is  fiked     political  eocmomiats 
at  the  one-tentiL  Thus,  annual  p^^menta  to 
the  amount  of  tea.  millions  may  be  effected  by 
means  of  one  million ;  and  so  on  in  the  same 
proportion,  for  any  amount.   Upon  this  data 
it  wonld  require  bat  a  small  part  of  oar  seventy 
odd  millions  to  effect  all  the  annoal  payments 
to  tbe  Federal  Government.   Then,  tiy  another 
data.   Take  the  experience  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.   Daring  the  time  that  that  bank 
was  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government, 
notldng  was  reodved  by  the  Federal  Govem- 
mant  but  its  own  notes  and  ■Uvcnr:  jfor  there 
was  then  no  gold  in  circulation.  The  amount 
of  United  States  Bank  notes  in  Qiroulation. 
though  pushed  up  a  few  times  to  twmty  odd 
millions,  was  generally  below  twenty;  bat 
take  that  for  the  average,  and  add  the  ^ver, 
which  was  computed  in  1883,  by  the  Senator 
from  Hasaachosetta,  (Mr.  Webstkb,)  in  the 
debate  on  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  at 
ftom  twenty  to  twenty-two  millions;  put  these 
two  sums  together,  and  yon   have  about 
forty  millions,  or  little  more  than  half  the  gold 
and  silver  now  In  the  ooontiT.  Here,  again, 
the  result  is  satisbotoiy,  and  shows  that  we 
liare  more  than  enouf^  for  this  purpose.  But 
there  is  still  a  third  way  to  arrive  at  the  ssme 
result.  It  is  by  looking  to  the  aotnal  amount 
that  will  be  required  for  the  great  sources  of 
Government  demand — lands,  customs,  and  Post 
Office.   The  lands,  whether  sales  are  restricted 
to  settlers,  or  limited  to  hard  money  payments, . 
which  wonld  itself  be  a  restriction  of  sales  to 
settlers,  it  is  certain  not  more  than  five  or  six 
millioDB  of  doUars'  worth  would  be  sold ;  and, 
aa  the  Government  would  not  eat  these  five  or 
mx  milUons,  but  pay  them  back  as  fjast  as 
received,  it  would  foUow  that  a  part  only  of 
it  would  be  sufficient  to  make  the  whole  pay- 
ment.  Then,  aa  to  the  oustoms :  they  may 
amonnt  to  about  twenty  milliona,  but  would, 
In  realily,  require  but  lltUe  specie;  for  the  pi^- 
menta  urongh  Hio  customs  are  seldom  made 
bfy  counting  num^,  but  by.a  traasf^  of  credit 
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on  the  books  of  a  bank.  An  order  to  pay  the 
onstoms  in  hard  mcm^  would  make  verylitUe 
difference  in  Qie  pigments  aa  now  made. 
Iliia,  every  merchant  and  buuness  man  fioUy 
midwstanas.  Kext,  as  to  the  Post  Office: 
here  the  receipts  are  upwards  of  four  millions 
per  annum ;  but  the  Postmaster  General  does 
not  eat  the  money,  but  pays  it  out  immediately, 
and  sends  it  back  into  the  mass  of  circulation, 
in  payment  for  services  rendered  to  the  Depart* 
ment  by  contractor^  agents,  deputy  post- 
masters,  who  nnmediately  disburse  it 

among  the  community. 

Mr.  B.  swd  that  this  bill,  though  in  its  terms 
a  general  meaaore,  and  professing  to  act  only 
on  coming  events,  yet  was,  in  reality,  a  measure 
rescinding  the  Treasury  order  of  July  last] 
and,  as  such,  was  greeted  and  saluted  by  the 
friends  of  the  reoi^n  on  this  floor.  Tieey 
openly  odeln'^ed  the  advent  of  tiw  Mil  as  me 
triumph  of  their  movement,  and  announce  its 
passage  as  a  welcome  viotwy.  This  mi^  be. 
They  may  carry  the  bill,  but  they  cannot  carry 
the  argument.  They  may  rescind  the  order, 
but  they  cannot  verify  Mr.  Biddle's  prediction 
of  the  distress  it  was  to  create,  nor  invalidate 
Preradent  Jackson's  statemAt  of  tlie  good  it 
had  produced.  In  tiio  month  of  Kovember, 
Mr.  Biddle  predicted  a  world  of  woe — all  to 
take  place  by  the  time  that  Oongress  met,  and 
all  to  resnlt  from  the  Treasury  order,  and  the 
manner  of  executing  the  deposit  act — *'  intense 
pecuniary  distress;  derangement  of  exchanges ; 
loss  of  confidence;  destruction  of  the  public 
prosperity ;  scarcity  of  money ;  fall  of  prices ; 
ruin  of  uie  carr0n<^ ;  "  and  he  averred  that 
the  infant  repeal  cf  tiie  Treasury  order,  under 
the  command  of  Confess,  if  the  Secreta^ 
would  not  do  it  volunttuily,  would  restore  confi- 
dence in  twenty-fonr  hoars,  and  put  an  end  to 
all  tbis  mass  of  woe  in  twenty-fonr  days.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Prefddent  informed  as,  in 
his  annual  Messf^  that  the  same  Treaaury 
order  had  produced  many  salutary  conse- 
quences. He  says  it  has  checked  the  career 
of  the  Western  banks,  and  f^ven  them  addi- 
tional strength  to  meet  ^>proaching  difficulties ; 
that  it  has  cot  off  the  means  of  speculation  in 
the  pablio  lands ;  that  it  has  saved  the  new 
States  from  the  evils  of  a  non-resident  pro- 
prietorship ;  that  it  has  kept  open  the  public 
lands  to  the  entry  of  onltivatws,  and  saved 
them  from  competition  with  those  who  are 
favored  with  banK  fEwilities ;  that  it  has  caused 
gold  and  silver  to  fiow  into  the  new  States, 
and  placed  the  business  of  the  whole  country 
on  a  safer  and  more  solid  basis.  This  is  the 
represeotatiou  of  the  President ;  end  which  is 
the  true  picture !  his  statement,  or  Mr.  Biddle's 
prediction!  Surely  the  state  of  the  country 
will  answer  the  question  t  Certainly  the  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  every  individual  will  enable 
him  to  answer  it  I  The  whole  prediction  for 
the  panic  and  pressure  has  failed  I  the  edict  for 
the  diataresB  baa  fii^Ledl  It  was  to  no  purpose 
that  the  distress  was  commenced  at  several 
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places ;  tiiat  mmj  presses,  and  several  speakers 
on  this  floor,  annoonoed  and  trindaimed  it 
The  seventy  odd  milli<ma  of  hard  money  wMcQi 
bad  been  brought  into  the  conntry  was  death 
to  the  operation ;  and,  after  a  few  vain  efforts 
to  renew  the  scenes  of  1888,  after  a  few  abor- 
tive demonstratiooa  to  alarm  Uie  pnhlio,  the 
whole  contrivfuice  was  abandoned,  or,  rather, 
the  performance  was  postponed;  for  it  is  never 
to  be  forgotten  that  panic  and  pressnre  is  part 
of  the  permanent  system  of  the  denationalized 
national  bank,  and  will  be  brought  to  bear, 
whenever  opportunity  will  permit,  until  it  shali 
be  proved  to  the  people  that  they  cannot  live 
vitaoat  a  national  bank.  The  edict  tor  the 
distress,  then,  has  failed  ;  and  tiie  &Oiire  of 
that  scheme  is  itself  the  pnxtf  of  the  truth  of 
President  Jackson's  statement  of  the  good 
efEtets  of  the  order.  That  order  has  been 
Bttoided  by  every  ^ood  effect  which  he  has 
mentioned,  and  this  is  universally  known  in  the 
West,  and  is  proved  negatively  by  the  total 
absence  of  all  complf^nt  from  that  quarter. 
Kobody  in  the  new  States  complains  to  ns ;  no 
one  in  the  new  States  sends  here  to  demand 
the  recision  of  the  order.  That  demand  comes 
irom  Pbiladdphi*  where  there  are  no  pnblic 
lands ;  (tom  Kentucky,  where  there  are  none ; 
from  Ohio,  where  there  are  next  to  none ;  and 
from  members  on  this  floor,  who  are  backed  by 
no  memorials  from  home.  The  letter  from  the 
clerk  in  the  land  o£Soe  at  Kalamazoo  covers  the 
whole  ground,  and  proves  the  wisdom,  the 
beneficence,  and  the  necessity  of  that  order. 
Hie  diminution  of  the  sales  after  the  issuing  of 
the  order  is  a  fbrther  proof  to  the  same  effect. 
Before  the  sales,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  months 
of  Kay  and  June,  two  months  in  which  the 
amount  of  sales  Euionld  have  been  least,  they 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  six  millions  and  a 
quarter;  the  months  of  October  and  November, 
the  two  months  in  which  the  sales  shoold  have 
been  greatest,  the  amount  was  three  millions 
one  hundred  thousand.  The  month  of  Decem- 
ber, though  the  returns  are  not  complete,  shows 
8  still  ftuiber  decline;  and  if  gentlemen  had 
patience  to  -wait  for  the  returns  of  January, 
tiie  first  month  in  yrlach  the  order  had  full 
effect,  they  would,  no  doubt,  find  it  brinf^ng 
down  the  sales  to  a  moderate  amount,  and 
effecting  a  diminution  of  income,  from  that 
Bonrce  of  revenue,  to  as  small  a  iegrw  as  could 
be  desured,  and  in  a  manner  the  most  edmple, 
the  most  regular,  the  most  effectual,  and  the 
most  satis&ctory,  that  can  be  devised  by  the 
wit  of  man. 

Every  good  consequence  stated  by  the  Prea- 
dent  had  resulted  from  the  operation  of  the 
order ;  and  the  evidence  of  this  was  too  public 
and  notorious  to  require  illustration,  or  to  adnJt 
of  enumeration.  But  there  was  one  point  of 
his  statement  which  was  an  exception  to  this 
remark,  and  on  which  it  would  be  profitable  to 
go  into  some  detail ;  for  it  concerned  not  only 
the  lands,  but  the  fiv  more  important  sabjeot  of 
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the  correnoy  itself ;  be  alluded  to  that  part  of 
the  Praside&t's  Ueasaee  in  which  he  stated  thot 
this  order  bad  oheoked  the  career  the  West- 
em  banks,  and  ocunpelled  them  to  ebreagOien 
themselves  against  the  revulrions  consequent 
upon  every  expansion  of  the  issues.  This 
was  true  to  a  d^ree  of  which  no  one  had  a 
conception  but  those  who  had  access  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  condition  of  all  tiie  banks, 
and  who  availed  themselves  of  that  right  of 
access  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  these 
bonks,  and  to  compare  that  condition  with  the 
approved  principles  of  what  Is  conndered  safe 
and  sound  bankmg. 

Mr.  B.  Bud  that^  among  those  things  which 
were  conndered  as  settied  in  the  science  and 
m^tery  of  banking  there  was  one  prindple 
which  required  the  immediate  means  of  She 
bank  to  bear  a  certain  proportion  to  its  imme- 
diate liabilities;  below  which  proportion  it 
was  not  safe  for  the  bank  to  descend.  The 
immediate  means  of  the  bank  are  its  specie  on 
hand ;  its  liabilities  are  the  circulation  and  the 
deposits;  end  the  proportion  which  these 
ought  to  bear  to  each  other  has  been  fixed,  at 
the  Bank  of  England,  after  an  experience  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  years,  at  the  one-third. 
Mr.  B.  deemed  the  verification  of  this  principle 
so  material  that  it  deserved  to  be  proved  as 
well  as  stated.  He  would  therefore  produce 
the  sworn  testimony  on  this  point  taken  before 
Lord  Althorp's  committee  in  1882,  and  should 
confine  himself  to  the  evidence  of  we  governor 
of  the  bank  and  one  of  its  directors.  The 
testimony  of  Mr.  Horsley  Palmer,  the  governor 
of  the  bank,  is  this :  "The  average  proportion, 
as  already  observed,  of  coin  and  buUlon  which 
the  hank  thinks  it  prudent  to  keep  on  hand,  is 
at  the  rate  of  a  tbim  of  the  total  amount  of  all 
her  liabilities,  including  deposits  as  well  as 
issues."  Mr.  George  Ward  Korman,  a'  director 
of  the  bank,  states  the  same  thing  in  a  different 
form  of  words.  He  says:  "For  a  full  state 
of  the  circulation  and  the  deposits,  say  twenty- 
one  millions  of  notes  and  ux  millions  of  de- 
posits, making  in  the  whole  twenty-seven  mil- 
lions of  UalMtiee,  the  proper  sum  in  coin  and 
bollion  for-  the  bank  to  retain  is  nine  millitms." 
Thus,  the  average  proportion  of  one-third  be- 
tween the  specie  on  hand  and  the  circulation 
and  deposits,  most  be  considered  as  an  estab- 
lished principle  at  that  bank,  which  is  quite 
the  largest,  and  amongst  the  oldest  in  the 
world.  It  might  be  w&fl  also  to  remark  tliat 
the  same  proportion^  very  nearly,  prev^ed  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of 
the  removal  of  the  depodts  in  October,  1838 ; 
it  was,  of  specie  on  hand,  $10,668.441 ;  of  cir- 
culation and  deposits,  $37,106,466;  being  at 
the  rate  of  between  one-third  and  one-fonrth 
of  specie  in  hand  for  immediate  liabilities.  Tbe 
proportion  of  about  one-third  being  then  estab- 
lished as  tbe  principle  of  safely  in  banking,  let 
ns  apply  tiiat  ptinomle  to  some  of  our  Western 
dep^t  banks  tn  July  last,  to  see  what  was 


TVwMffy  CiretAa^P^er  Money. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  07  OOKaBBSa 


171 


Jahvabt,  1887.] 

their  condition  at  that  time ;  and  in  KoTember, 
to  Bee  whether  that  condition  was  ImproTed, 
as  stated  by  the  President 

[Hwe  the  afattanwiti  vere  psodooed.]  . 

Hr.  B.  Bald  snoh  was  the  oondllion  of  some 
of  the  Western  deporit  banks  in  Jnly  last,  and 
BDch  their  conation  in  Kovember;  very  far 
below  the  Bank  of  ' England  standard  at  both 
periods,  bat  greatly  improved  by  the  operation 
of  the  specie  order,  and  donbtiess  mnch  more 
improved  by  its  oontinned  operation  to  this 
time.  There  were  many  others  of  these  banks 
also  falling  far  below  the  Bank  of  England 
standard  in  July  and  Kovember,  and  still  below 
it  Mr.  B.  was  ready  to  admit,  what  every 
bnainess  man  most  nnderatand,  uiat  all  these 
banks  have  a  list  of  debts,  and  of  bills  of 
exchange,  &lliiig  due  from  day  to  day,  and 
amonnting  in  the  aggregate  to  more  than  all 
th^  liabilities ;  bathe  most  be  permitted  to 
remark,  that  the  Bank  of  Tin^mA  also  has 
her  list  of  debtors,  and  that  nearly  the  whole 
of  these  debtors  are  in  the  dty  of  London, 
witbiv  thirty  minutes'  run  of  the  bank ;  that 
she  is  situated  in  the  moneyed  metropolis  of 
the  universe;  that  she  is  supported  by  the 
richest  and  most  numerons  body  of  merch^ts 
upon  the  earth,  and  backed  by  the  whole  power 
01  the  British  Government,  which  stands  her 
security  for  seventy  millions  of  dollars,  and 
lends  her  exchequer  bills  to  the  amount  of 
millions,  and  increases  their  interest  to  facili- 
tate their  sale  when  necessary ;  and  that,  with 
all  these  resources,  sach  as  no  bank  in  oar 
America  can  pretend  to,  she  ret  de«ns  it  neoes- 
earj  to  have  always  on  hand,  in  coin  and  bul- 
lion, the  one-third  of  the  amount  of  her  circula- 
tion and  dwosits.  What,  then,  most  be  thought 
of  the  condition  erf  some  of  the  banks  referred 
to,  and  others  which  might  be  referred  to,  in 
July  last?  Instead  of  one-third  specie  in  hand 
to  meet  their  immediate  liabilities,  the  actual 
proportion  in  hand  was  the  one-twentieth,  the 
one-thirtieth,  the  one-fortieth,  and  the  one- 
fiftieth  1  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  beyond  all  human 
doubt,  that  if  the  Treasury  order  had  not  been 
issued,  that  the  Western  deposit  banks  would 
have  exploded  in  the  course  of  the  last  £bJ1, 
and  that  we  ahoold  now  have  been  sitting  here 
amidst  the  wrecks  of  the  paper  system.  That 
order  prevented  this  catastrophe;  and  it  is 
precisely  because  It  did  prevent  it,  that  it  has 
excited  the  rage  of  Hr.  Biddle,  and  of  the 
whole  political  party  imbodied  under  the  ori- 
Aamme  of  the  denationalized  national  bank. 
It  balked  their  present  hopes  of  reasoension  to 
power  through  the  ruin  of  the  finances;  and 
in  their  rage  for  this  disappointmentj  they  de- 
nounce the  President  for  a  violation  of  the  laws 
and  the  constitution;  they  charge  him  with 
mining  the  countnr ;  they  attempt  a  new  puiic 
and  pressure ;  and  they  call  upon  Oongress  to 
repeal  the  order. 

[Here  Mr.  Benton  t«ad  a  bank  letter  of  Mr. 
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Biddle,  in  fkvor  of  the  local  banka  and  agunst  the 
specie  drculor,  and  showing  that  be  chalked  oat 
the  plan  for  ibis  attack  upcm  that  circolar,  and  in 
ftvOT  of  imposing  paper  money  upon  the  fiedenl 
tresBory,  Just  as  he  had  dialked  out  all  the  Bwasatea 
for  the  panic  sesnon.] 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  views  and  sentiments 
disdoaed  in  this  extract  were  of  great  moment, 
and  ought  to  be  carefully  considered  by  all 
whose  oaty  it  is,  here  or  elsewhere,  to  I^i^te, 
or  to  act,  upon  the  sntject  of  the  currency. 
The  design  is  here  disclosed  to  stir  up  the  local 
banks  a^inst  the  Federal  Oov^ment,  to  make 
alliance  with  them,  and  to  force  the  Govern- 
ment to  recdve  their  paper  in  payment  of  all 
federal  dues.  This  is  the  deawn  diadwed; 
and  with  what  motire?  Certainly  to  rnin  the 
finances  of  the  Federal  Govenunentt  Oertun^ 
to  compel  the  administrations  of  General  Jack- 
son and  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  repeat  the  &tal  error 
of  Mr,  Madison's  administration,  that  of  under^ 
taking  to  nu^e  a  national  currency  out  of  local 
bank  notes.  Warned  by  that  fatal  error  of 
those  who  put  down  the  first  national  bank, 
those  who  put  down  the  second  one  determined 
to  avoid  it  and  for  that  purpose  to  re-establish 
for  the  Federal  Government  the  currency  of  the 
coaptation.  When  this  dengn  was  announced, 
our  opponents  treated  it  with  derision.  They 
said  it  could  not  be  done ;  that  a  gold  and  silver 
carrenoy  could  not  be  revived.  They  ridieoled 
the  attempt;  but  what  is  the  answer  whidi 
four  years  have  e^ven  to  thdr  ridtcnle  f  It  is 
the  actual  revival  of  the  gold  currency,  of 
which  near  twenty  millions  of  dollars  are  now 
in  the  coimtry ;  it  is  in  the  actnal  increase  of 
our  specie  from  twenty  or  twenty-two  millions, 
as  computed  by  the  President  of  the  Bank  of 
the  ITmted  States  himself  when  the  charter  for 
that  institution  was  applied  for  in  1832,  to 
near  eight  millions,  which  it  is  now  known  to 
be.  The  experknent  of  getting  the  gold  and 
rilver  into  the  country  has  sncoeeded ;  ridicule 
has  failed  of  its  office.  The  gold  and  nlver  is 
here,  enough,  and  more  than  enc^B^,  to  make 
all  the  payments  to  and  fimn  the  ^eral  Gov- 
ernment. Bidioule  wiU  no  longer  answer: 
stronger  measures  mart  be  resorted  to^  and 
legislation  has  become  indispensable  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  oonstitational  currency.  To 
prevent  the  specie  in  the  country 'fhjm  being 
used,  is  now  the  design ;  and,  to  acoomplish 
that  purpose,  it  becomes  neoeswy  to  force  the 
local  paper  of  the  States  npon  the  Fedend  Gov- 
ernment The  passage  of  this  bill  is  indispena- 
able  to  the  snooess  of  Mr.  Biddle's  design,  dis- 
closed in  the  letter  from  which  on  extract  had 
been  read.  He  wants  the  question  made  be- 
tween a  national  currency  of  Ututed  States 
Bank  notes,  and  a  national  onrrenqy  of  local 
bank  notes.  He  knows  that  between  these  two 
the  United  States  Bank  notes  wOl  prevul ;  that 
they  will  oonqner,  that  they  will  whip,  yes, 
whqi  like  a  do^^  yont  natiraal  oorrenoy  of  looaL 
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bank  notea.  We,  on  the  other  hand,  want 
the  qaeetion  made  between  papel'  and  gtrfd, 
knowing  that  the  coon  try  vHI  sustain  gold 
ag^nst  paper;  and  these  are  the  qneBaona 
^ioh  are  nov  to  be  decided  by-  this  buL  This 
bill  win  make  the  question  in  the  fom  wished 
bj  the  friends  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  StateSy 
and  will  insnr»them  the  trinmph  to  which  thej 
look  for  the  re-establisliment  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  restoration  of  its  politioal 
friends  to  power. 

Sir,  I  have  performed  a  dnty  to  myself,  not 
pleasant,  bnt  necessary.  This  bill  is  to  be  an 
era  in  onr  legislation  and  in  onr  politioal  hia- 
tory.  It  is  to  be  a  point  npon  which  the  fntore 
age  will  be  thrown  back,  and  from  which  fhtnre 
oonseqaences  will  be  traced.  I  aq»arate  my- 
aelf  mm  it ;  I  wash  my  hands  of  it ;  I  oppose 
It  I  sm  one  of  those  who  promised  gold,  not 
|U^>er.  I  pronused  the  oarrMioy  of  the  oonsd- 
tation,  not  the  eorrenoy  of  corporations.  I  did 
not  Join  in  potting  down  the  Bank  of  the 
UMted  States,  to  pnt  np  a  wilderness  of  local 
banks.  I  did  not  ^oin  in  putting  down  tiie 
paper  oorrency  of  a  national  bank,  to  pnt  ap  a 
national  paper  corrency  of  a  thousand  local 
banks.  I  did  not  strike  Oieaar,  to  make  An- 
tony master  of  Borne. 

President  and  Vice  Prvaident  elect. 

iSx-  Gbdhdt  moved  to  la^  the  bill  on  the 
ta])l&  for  the  purpose  of  taUng  np  and  acting 
4ni  the  resoltttion  sabmitted  by  him  for  the 
^>p4di^nent  of  a  Jt^t  oaumittee  to  oovnt  the 
Totee  fbr  Frerident  and  Vioe  Preddent  This 
motion  having  been  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Gbtin- 
,   dt's  resolntion  being  before  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Gbundt  had  no  objections  to  the  inqoiry 
proposed  by  the  amoidment ;  and  be  thooght 
that  Bome  snch  proridon  as  that  proposed  by 
£he  Senator  from  Eentncky  would  be  very 
proper.  He  had  seen  in  the  pablic  papers  a 
Btatement  charging  that  some  of  the  electors 
who  voted  in  the  late  presideiftial  election  held 
offices  nnder  tiie  General  Government,  and  had 
made  inquiries  for  the  porpose  of  asoertaining 
tiie  tmth  of  the  matter.  The  information  he 
had  been  able  to  collect  related  to  two  oases 
cnly;  and  as  to  these,  the  report  had  been 
foanded  altogether  on  a  misapprahendon. 

Mr.  Olat  offered  the  fbllowmg  amendment: 

**And,  also,  to  Inqdre  into  the  expedleocy  of 
ascertalnbg  whether  any  votes  were  ^ven  at  the 
reoent  election,  oontnry  to  the  prohibition  ocmtained 
In  the  second  section  of  the  second  artide  of  the 
constitation.  And  If  any  sacfa  votes  were  ^ven, 
what  onght  to  be  d<me  with  them ;  and  wheUierany, 
and  what,  proviaon  oof^t  to  be  nude  for  aeciuing 
the  &ithM  obaervanoe,  in  fbtare,  of  thataection  of 
the  oonstitotioD.'' 

Ur.  HuBBASD  wished  a  strict  inquiry  to  be 
instituted,  and  measures  to  be  adopted  to  guard 
uainst  the  occurrence  of  snoh  a  violation  of 
the  eonatitntion  as  the  Senator  from  Emtncky 
letored  to.  As  it  had  been  stated  that  two  of 
the  deoton  In  his  State  (Hew  Hampshire)  held 
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offices  under  the  General  Government,  and 
were  oonseonently  inelinble,  he  was  happy  to 
state  to  the  Senate  that  there  was  no  foundation 
whatever  for  the  report 

The  amendmrat  of  ICr.  Out  was  adopted, 
and  the  reaolution,  thus  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HiTBBAXD  moved  that  tiie  ccnumittee  be 
wpointed  by  the  Ohair ;  and  Hesna,  Gstjanr, 
UiAT,  and  Wmam,  were  selected. 

Satubdat,  Jannary  S8. 

SeHnmenttifthe  TtM  iVsrielmt 

The  YioB  pRuiDKNT,  after  the  reading  of  the 
journal,  addressed  the  Senate  aa  follows : 

Senators :  The  period  Is  at  hand  which  Is  to  ter- 
minate the  offidal  relation  that  has  existed  between 
OS,  and  I  leave,  probablj'  never  to  retom  to  It,  a 
body  with  which  I  have  been  long  connected ;  where 
some  remain  whom  I  found  here  fifteen  years  tgo^ 
and  where,  in  the  ptognu  t^puUic  duties,  personal 
asBociatiwiB  have  ariaen  never  to  be  forgotten.  From 
Buofa  Boenes  I  cannot  retire  wftfaoot  emotion.  Nor 
can  I  ^ve  to  Uie  Senate  the  nsoal  (q^fortaii^  of 
dtoodng  another  to  {weride  for  a  time  over  tbdr 
deliberatioDB,  without  referring  to  the  manner  in 
whldi  I  have  endeavored  to  diachsige  a  most  n^tify- 
Ii^  and  hcmonble  trost  connected  with  the  office  to 
wmcb  my  country  called  me. 

Entering  npon  it  with  unaflbcted  diffidence,  wall 
knowing  how  little  my  studies  had  been  directed  to 
ila  pecdiar  daties,  I  wis  yet  strengthened  by  the 
detennlnation,  then  expressed,  bo  to  disi^iaige 
the  aatboritj  irith  whldi  I  was  invested,  as  **  best  to 
protect  the  rights,  to  respect  the  feeling  and  to 
guard  the  reputations,  of  all  who  would  be  affected 
by  its  exerdse."  I  was  sure  that,  if  soocessfol  in 
this,  I  should  be  pardoned  for  errors  vbi(di  I  cmdd 
hardly  expect  to  avoid. 

In  the  tnterral  that  liaa  since  elapsed,  it  has  been 
our  lot  In  this  aasembly  to  pass  throng^  scenes  of 
unusual  excitement :  the  Intense  interest  on  absorb- 
ing topics,  whic^  has  pervaded  our  whole  community, 
cou5d  not  be  unfelt  within  these  walla.  The  wannth 
of  poli&al  partieB,  natural  hi  audi  times,  the  un- 
guarded ardor  of  sodden  debate,  and  the  coUIdons 
seldom  to  be  separated  from  the  tnvahiaMe  privflwe 
of  free  discusuon,  have  not  been  unfrequenUy 
n^eled  irith  the  more  tranquil  tenor  of  ordinary 
l^islation.  I  cannot  hope  that,  In  emergencies  like 
these,  I  have  alwajs  l>een  so  fortunate  as  to  satisfy 
every  foe  around  ma:  yetlpemdt  mystf  to  tUnk 
that  the  extent  to  which  my  decUons  have  been 
approved  by  the  Senate  is  some  evidence  that  my 
ofortB  justly  to  adminiBter  thdr  rulea  have  not  been 
vidn;  and  I  oonscieutlouBly  cherish  the  convic- 
tion, that  on  no  oocadon  have  I  departed  from  my 
eariy  resolution,  or  been  regardless  (tf  vliat  was  due 
to  the  i^^ts  or  the  feeUngs  of  the  memheia  of  tUa 
body. 

Tnoufdi  I  may  henceforth  be  separated  from  the 
Senate,  I  can  never  cease  to  revert  with  peculiar 
Interest  to  my  long  connection  with  it.  In  every 
situation  in  my  future  life  I  shall  remember  with  a 
just  ptiio  the  evidences  of  approbatifm  and  con- 
fidence which  I  have  here  reoetfed;  and  as  an 
American  dlixea,  devotedly  attached  to  the  iuatitu- 
tions  ot  my  ooimtry,  I  mnat  ahr^  i^aid  viA 
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becoming  and  sincere  respect  a  braiudi  of  our  Qot- 
enunent  invested  with  such  extensive  powers,  and 
designed  by  our  forefathoiB  to  accomplish  such 
important  nsnlts. 

Atdolging  an  ardent  wish  that  every  soccees  may 
ftwiidt  you  performing  the  exalted  and  honorable 
duties  of  your  public  trust,  and  offering  my  warmest 
prayers  that  prosperity  and  hiq^iness  may  be  con- 
stant attendants  on  each  of  you,  along  Uie  fiiture 
paths  of  life,  I  re^ectfuUy  Ud  you  &rewell. 

MeeUm^PntideiUpn.  tern. 

On  motitm  of  Jir.  Gbuhdt,  the  Soiate  pro- 
oeeded  to  lullot  for  a  Preeddont  jwv  tm. 

The  nnmber  of  Totes  cast  was  87 ;  necessary 
to  a  choice  19.  Hr.  Kino  of  Alabama  bad  26, 
Ur.  SouTHABD  %  Kr.  Ola.7  1,  Mr.  FitEimss  1, 
Hr.  Ewraa  of  Ohio,  1,  Mr.  Buchanan  1. 
'  Ur.  EiNO,  of  Alabama,  beiog  thus  duly 
elected  President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  was 
conducted  to  the  Oh^  by  Hr.  Bbhton,  and 
addressed  the  Senate  nearly  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate :  To  be  agiun  called  to 
prewde  over  the  deliberations  of  this  august  assembly 
fills  my  heart  with  the  liveliest  emoUons  of  gratitude. 
When  at  the  last  session  it  pleased  the  Senate  to 
place  me  in  this  exalted  ^tuation,  I  solemnly  pledged 
myself  to  dbchme  the  duties  it  devolved  on  me, 
irithont  ihTOr  mi  without  partiality.  I  feU  oon- 
Mnonsthatlbad  doneso;  but  could  any  thing  add  to 
the  grateflil  sense  I  entertain  of  the  honor  you  have 
ag^  conferred  on  me,  it  will  be  found  in  the 
unequivocal  testimony  you  have  this  day  borne,  tiiat 
I  had  faithfully  redeemed  that  pledge.  The  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  gentlemen,  flom  its  very 
oi^anization,  the  great  conservative  body  in  tiiis 
republic.  Here  is  the  strong  citadel  of  liberty. 
To  this  body  the  intelligent  and  the  virtuous, 
throughout  our  wide-spread  country,  look  with  con- 
fidence far  an  unwavering  and  unflinching  renstahce 
to  the  encroachments  of  power  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  efferveacence  of  popiuar  exdtement  on  the  other. 
Unawed  anA  onaednced,  it  should  flnnly  maintain 
tin  constitution  in  ha  purity,  and  present  an  im- 
pregnable barrier  ag^nst  every  attack  on  that 
sacred  instrument,  come  it  from  what  quarter  it  may. 
The  demon  of  faction  should  find  no  abiding  place  in 
tins  chamber,  but  every  heart  and  every  bead  should 
be  iHioUy  occupied  in  advancing  the  general  welfare, 
and  preserving,  unimpaired,  the  national  honor.  To 
insure  aoccess,  gentlemen,  in  the  discharge  of  our 
high  dattes,  we  must  command  the  conmenoe  and 
receive  the  snppbrt  of  the  people.  Calm  delibera- 
tion, courtesy  towards  each  other,  order  and  decorum 
in  debate,  will  go  far,  very  far,  to  insjiire  that  .con- 
fidence and  command  that  support.  It  becomes 
my  duty,  eentiemen,  to  banish  (if  practicable)  from 
this  hall  sB  personu  altfurcatson ;  to  dieck,  at  once, 
every  remaifc  of  a  duracter  personally  offenslTe;  to 
preserve  order,  and  promote  harmony.  These  duties, 
as  far  as  my  powers  will  permit,  I  shall  nnhedta- 
tingly  perform.  I  eamestiy  solicit  your  co-operation, 
gentlemen,  in  aiding  my  efforts  promptiy  to  put  dpwn 
every  speaes  of  disorder.  For  your  kbidness, 
gcnticmen,'  I  tender  you  my  gratenil  acknowledg- 
ments. 

On  motlim  of  Hr.  Gkditdt,  It  was 

Ordtni^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  inibrm 
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the  Fteeident  of  the  United  States  and  the  House  (tf 
BcpropontatiTea  that  the  Sen^  have  eleeted  the 
Hon.  WiLLUx  R.  Kmo  their  President  j)ro  fm. 

TViJiwury  Circular. 
The  bin  de^gnatuig  and  Umiting  the  fiinds 
which  shall  be  reoeivable  in  payment  for  the 
pablic  revenues  was  taken  np,  being  on  its  third 
readios. 

Hr.  WALKSB  Bdd:  Before  replying  to  the 
indictment  preferred  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Hissouii,  (Hr.  Benton,)  against  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pablic  Lands,  it  is  proper  to  recur  to 
the  &ct8  and  ciTcamstances  imaer  which  thia 
controversy  originated.  At  an  early  period  of 
the  sesaon,  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Hr.  Ewnso,) 
introdoced  a  resolution  to  resmnd  the  Treasniy 
order.  This  resolution  was  very  AiUj  dia* 
ctused,  and  e^peoially  by  ^e  Senator  frtnki 
Hiasoarl^  (Ut,  Bbkton,)  bat  Ur.  W.  had  taken 
no  part  m  this  discussion. 

[In  the  progress  of  the  debate  npon  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  a  substitute 
was  offered,  as  an  amendment,  by  the  Senator 
from  Yii^nia,  (Hr.  Bitbs.)  This  snbstitnte 
was  advocated  by  that  Senator,  as  in  consonance 
with  the  President's  recommendation,  to  render 
the  legislation  of  Oongress  in  the  coUection  of 
the  fMeral  revenue  auxiliary  to  the  suppression 
of  all  notes  of  a  smaller  denomination  than 
twenty  dollars,  and  a  oonseqnent  enlargement 
of  llie  droidation  of  gold  and  ^ver.  The 
Senator  from  Ylrj^nia  had  regarded  the  Treaa* 
nry  order  as  a  temporary  measure,  to  meet  a 

ressing  emeigeney,  and  as  having  in  a  great 

^ree  performed  its  office.] 
Hr.  W.  had  still  refrained  from  embarking 
in  the  discns^on  upon  this  question.  Several 
Senators,  however,  had  expre^ed  their  opinions, 
and  great  difficnltles  appeared  to  be  presented 
against  any  satisfactory  adjustment  -  of  this 
question.  Under  these  circumstances,  several 
Senators,  now  within  the  sound  of  his  voice, 
had  proposed  to  him  (Hr.  W.)  to  refer  botii 
resolutions  to  the  Committee  on  PaUic  Lands. 
To  this  reference,  Ur.  W.  said,  he  bad  at  first 
ol^ectedj  upon  the  grotmds  that  the  Committee 
on  Pnbho  Lands  was  engaged  in  the  laborioos 
examination  of  another  qnesUon,  and  that  the 
mbjeot  of  designating  the  funds  receivable  for 
the  public  dnes  belonged  more  appropriatelT' 
to  toe  Committee  on  finance,  tfpon  farther 
coDsultation,  however^  with  several  Senators 
friendly  to  the  administration,  Hr.  W.  had  at 
length  relnctantiy  assented  to  the  proposed 
reference,  which  was  accordingly  made  by  the 
vote  of  the  Senate,  including  that  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Hissonri,  (Ur.  Bbston.)  No  other 
report  than  that  which  was  made,  so  far  as 
Hr.  W.  was  concerned,  conld  have  been  antici- 
pated; for  to  every  Senator  with  whom  Jir. 
W.  had  conversed,  he  had  expressed  Ua  con- 
enrrenoe  in  the  provisions,  snbstantiaUj.  of 
resolntion  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  (Hr. 
RiTXB ;)  and  at  the  last  session,  when  the  Sena- 
tor from  Uiflsoori  Qb,  Bmhiok)  introdnoed  a 
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resolution  requiring  payments  of  the  public 
lands  in  gold  and  suver  only,  the  Senate  trould 
well  recollect  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  then  ex- 
pressed his  opposition  to  that  reaolntion,  and 
BO  had  a  majority  of  the  Senators  now  compos- 
ing the  Committee  on  Fablio  Lands.  When, 
then,  the  Senator  from  Hissouri  Toted  for  this 
reference,  he  could  not  justly  have  anticipated 
any  other  report  than  that  which  was  mode  hy 
the  committee.  Why,  then,  did  the  Senator 
from  Missonri  vote  for  thU  reference,  and  then 
denounce  the  committee  for  making  the  only 
report  which  he  could  have  expected,  in  con- 
formity with  their  previously  avowed  opinions  ? 
Hr.  W.  said  it  became  his  duty,  as  chairman  of 
this  committee,  and  as  their  organ,  to  report  a 
hill  containing  BubstantiaUy  the  provisions  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Yirginia, 
AgfUn,  the  subject  had  been  disooesed  in  the 
Buiate,  but  Mr.  W.  had  not  partidpated  in  the 
debate :  and  the  bill,  by  a  large  mtfjoiily,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading; 
and  now,  when,  by  the  nsnal  rules  of  parlia- 
mentary debate,  the  contest  might  weU  be  con- 
sidered as  temiinated,-the  Senator  fivm  Mla- 
Bonrl,  (Mr.  B^ton,)  oefore  the  vote  on  the 
final  passage,  had  made  a  very  elaborate  argu- 
ment against  the  measure.  To  all  this  Mr.  w . 
would  make  no  objection;  but  when  that 
Senator,  having  exhausted  the  argument,  or 
having  none  to  offer,  hod  indulged  in  violent 
and  intemperate  dennnciation  of  the  Committee 
on  Fnblio  Lauds,  and  of  the  report  made  by 
him  as  their  organ^  Mr.  W.  could  not  withhdd 
the  ezpresdon  of  bis  surprise  and  astonish- 
ment Mr.  W.  said  It  was  nia  good  flortnne  to 
be  upon  terms  of  the  kindest  personal  inter- 
oonrse  with  every  Senator,  and  these  ftiendly 
relations  ahoold  not  be  Interrupted  by  any 
agnesmon  upon  his  part  And  now,  Mr.  W. 
said,  he  called  upon  the  whole  Senate  to  bear 
witness,  as  he  was  sure  they  all  cheerfully 
would,  that  in  this  controversy  he  was  not  the 
aggressor,  and  that  nothing  had  been  done  or 
said  by  him  to  provoke  the  wrath  of  tlie  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  unless,  indeed,  to  differ  from 
him  in  opinion  npon  any  subject  constituted  an 
offence  in  the  mind  of  that  Senator.  If  such 
were  the  views  of  that  gentleman,  if  he  was 
prepared  to  immolate  every  Senator  who  would 
not  worship  the  same  imuies  of  gold  and  ^ver 
which  decorated  the  pofitical  cluroel  of  the 
honorable  gentieman,  Mr.  W.  was  fearful  that 
tihe  Senator  from  Missouri  would  do  execution 
npon  every  member  of  the  Senate  but  himself^ 
and  be  left  here  alone  in  his  (^ory.  Hr.  W. 
sud  he  recurred  to  the  remarks  cif  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  with  feelings  of  regret  rather 
than  of  anger  or  excitement ;  and  that  he  could 
not  but  hope,  that  when  tiie  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri hod  calmly  reflected  npon  this  subject,  he 
would  himself  see  mnch  to  regret  in  the  course 
he  had  pursued  in  relation  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  much  to  recall  that  he 
htA  uttered  under  feell^  of  temporary  excite- 
ment. Kr,  (said  Kr.  W.,)  bdng  d»tsplj  stdid- 
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tons  to  preserve  unbroken  the  ranks  of  the 
democratic  party  in  tiiis  body,  participating 
with  the  people  in  grateful  recollection  of  the 
distinguished  services  rendered  by  the  8en^»r 
from  Ulraoari  to  the  demooraoy  of  the  Union, 
he  would  pass  hy  many  of  the  remarks  made 
by  that  Senator  on  this  suMect 

[Mr.  Bentoit  here  rose  from  his  chair,  and 
demanded,  w  ith  much  warmth,  that  Mr.  Walkik 
should  not  pass  by  one  of  them.  Mr.  W.  asked, 
What  one  ?  Mr.  B.  replied,  in  an  angry  tone. 
Not  one,  sir.  Then  Mr.  W.  swd  he  would 
examine  them  all,  and  in  a  spirit  of  perfect 
freedom;  that  he  would  endeavor  to  return 
blow  for  blow ;  and  that,  if  the  Senator  from 
Mis^nri  dedred,  as  it  appeared  he  did,  an 
angry 'centroversy  with  him,  in  all  ito  couse- 
quences,  in  and  out  of  this  Bouse,  he  could  be 
gratified.] 

Sir,  (said  1£t,  W.,)  why  has  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  assailed  the  Committee  on  Pablio 
Lands,  and  himself,  as  its  humble  organ?  He 
was  not  the  author  of  this  measure,  so  much 
denounced  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  nor 
hod  be  s/ud  one  word  upon  the  subject  The 
measure  originated  with  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Rives.)  He  was  the  author  of  the 
meosnre,  and  had  been,  and  still  was,  its  able, 
zealous,  and  snccesaftil  advocate.  Why,  then, 
had  the  Senator  from  Missouri  assailed  him, 
(Mr.  W.,)  and  permitted  the  author  of  the 
measure  to  escape  nupunlshed?  Sir,  ore  the 
arrows  which  appear  to  be  aimed  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  at  the  humble  organ  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  reported  this 
bill,  intended  to  inflict  a  wound  in  another 
quarter?  Is  one  Senator  the  apparent  object 
of  assault,  when  another  is  designed  as  the 
real  victim  1  Sir,  when  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, without  any  provocation,  like  a  thonder- 
bolt  from  an  unclouded  sky,  broke  upon  the 
Senate  in  a  perfect  tempest  of  wrath  and  fury, 
bursting  upon  his  poor  head,  like  a  tropical 
tornado,  did  he  intend  to  sweep  before  the 
avenging  storm  another  in^Tidnal  more  ob- 
noxious to  his  censnre  f 

Sir,  Qiaid  Mr.  W.,)  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
has  tnnce  repeated  the  prayer,  "  God  save  the 
country  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands ; " 
but  Mr.  W.  fully  believed  that  If  the  prayer 
of  the  country  could  be  heard  wiUiin  these 
walla,  it  wonld  he,  God  save  us  flrom  the  wild, 
visionary,  rolnoos,  and  impracticable  schemes  <h 
the  Sen^wr  ^  Missouri,  for  exdnsive  gold  and 
ulver  currency;  and  such  is  not  only  the 
prayer  of  the  country,  but  of  the  Senate,  with 
scarcely  a  dissenting  voice.  Sir,  if  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  could,  by  his  mandate,  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  views  of  the  President,  here- 
tofore expressed,  sweep  from  existence  all  the 
banks  of  the  States,  and  establish  his  exclusive 
constitutional  currency  of  gold  and  silver,  ho 
would  bring  upon  this  country  scraes  of  ruin 
and  distress  without  a  jtarallel — an  immediate 
bankruptcy  of  n«u4y  every  debtor,  and  of 
almost  every  creditor  to  whom  la^  amoonts 
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were  due,  a  prodigiona  depreciation  in  the  price 
of  all  property  and  all  products,  and  an  imme- 
diate cessation  hj  States  and  indiTiduals  of 
nearly  every  work  of  private  enterprise  or 
public  improTement.  The  country  would  he 
involved  m  one  uniTersal  banlcruptoy,  and  near 
the  grave  of  the  nataon^s  prosperity  would 
perhaps  repose  the  scattered  fragments  of  those 
great  and  glorious  institationa  which  ^ve  hap- 
piness to  millions  here,  and  h^>e8  to  miUions 
more  of  disenthralment  from  despotic  power. 
Sir,  in  resistance  to  the  power  of  the  Bank  of 
tiie  United  States^  in  op^sitaon  to  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  any  similar  mstituti^  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  would  find  Mr.  W.  with  him; 
but  he  could  not  enlist  as  a  recruit  in  this  new 
crusade  against  the  banks  of  his  own  and  every 
other  State  in  the  Union.  These  institutions, 
whether  for  good  or  evil,  are  created  by  the 
States,  cherished  and  sostiuned  by  them,  in 
many  cases  owned  in  whole  or  In  part  by  the 
States,  and  closely  anited  with  thdr  prosperity ; 
and  what  right  hare  we  to  des^j  t^iem! 
What  right  had  he,  a  hnmble  servant  of  the 
people  of  Mississippi,  to  say  to  his  own,  or  any- 
other  State,  your  State  legislation  is  wrong — ■ 
Toar  State  institutions,  your  State  banks,  must 
be  annihilated,  and  we  will  legislate  here  to 
effect  this  object  Are  we  the  masters  or  ser- 
vants of  the  sovereign  States,  that  we  dare 
speak  to  them  in  language  like  this — ^that  we 
dare  attempt  to  prostrate  here  those  institu- 
tions which  are  created  and  miuntuned  by  those 
very  States  which  we  represent  on  this  floor ! 
These  may  be  the  opinions  entertained  by  some 
Senators  of  th^  dnty  to  the  States  they  repre- 
sent, bnt  th^  were  not  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  views  or 
his  opinions.  He  was  dncerelydeurons  to  co- 
operate with  his  State  in  limiting  any  dan^rous 
powers  of  the  hanks,  in  enlai^ng  the  circula- 
tion of  gold  and  rilver,  and  in  suppresdng  the 
small-note  currency,  so  as  to  avoid  that  explo- 
aon  which  was  to  be  apprehended  from  exces- 
sive Issnes  of  bAk  paper.  But  a  total  annihi- 
lation of  all  the  bulks  of  bis  own  State,  now 
possessing  a  chartered  capital  of  near  forty 
millions  of  dollars,  would,  Mr.  W.  knew,  pro- 
duce almost  universal  bankruptcy,  and  was  not, 
he  believed,  anticipated  1^  any  one  of  his  oon- 
alitaents. 

But  the  Senator  from  Missouri  teDs  as  that 
this  measure  of  the  committee  is  a  repeal  of 
the  oonstituti<m,  by  authorizing  the  receipt  of 
paper  money  in  rerenne  payments.  If  so,  Uien 
the  oonstitation  never  has  had  an  existence; 
for  the  period  cannot  be  designated  when  paper 
money  was  not  so  receivaWe  by  the  Federal 
Government.  This  species  of  monejy  was  ex- 
pressly made  rec^vable  for  the  public  dues  by 
on  act  of  Congress,  passed  immediately  after 
the  adoption  of  the  constitntion.  and  which 
remained  in  force  until  eighteen  hundred  and 
eleven.  It  was  so  received,  as  a  matter  of 
practice,  from  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven 
nnUl  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  whm, 
again,  by  an  act  of  OongresB  then  pasted,  and 


which  has  just  e^^ired,  it  was  so  authorized  to 
be  received  dunng  all  that  period.  Now, 
althongh  these  acts  have  expired,  there  is  that 
which  is  equivalent  to  a  law  still  in  force,  ex- 
pressly authorizingthe  notes  of  the  specie- paying 
banks  of  the  States  to  be  received  In  revenue 
payments.  It  is  the  joint  resolution  of  ^ghteen 
hundred  and  sixteen,  adopted  by  both  Houses 
of  Oongress,  and  apivoved  "by^  President  Madi- 
son.  That  joint  resolution  is  in  these  words : 

"  That  the  Secreto^  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  required  and  directed  to  adopt  sudi  mess* 
ures  as  he  may  deem  neceisaty  to  cause,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money, 
accruing  or  becondug  payable  to  the  tTnited  States, 
to  be  cdlected  and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and 
declared,  or  in  notes  of  banks  vfaidk  are  payable  and 
pdd  on  demand  in  the  said  leai  curreney  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that,  from  and  alter  the  20th  day 
of  February  next,  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or 
sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  tbe 
United  States  as  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or 
received  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  cuirency  of  tbe 
United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  at  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  or  In  notes  of  banks 
which  are  payaUe  and  paid  on  demand  in  ti»  said 
legal  onmncy  of  the  IMted  Btatea." 

Commenting  upon  this  resolution,  the  Sraator 
from  Missouri,  in  his  ^eech  of  December  last^ 
declared: 

*'  This  is  tbe  law,  continued  Mr.  Benton,  and  noth- 
ing can  be  planer  than  the  rifj^  of  sdemon  which 
it  gives  to  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeasory." 

"Tbe  worda  of  the  law  are  clear;  the  pracdoe 
under  it  has  been  uniform  and  uninterrupted  from  the 
date  of  its  passage  to  the  present  day.  For  twenty 
years,  and  under  three  Presidents,  all  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Treasury  have  acted  alike.  Each  has  made 
selections,  peradttbg  the  notes  of  some  apede-pqr- 
log  banks  to  be  recdfved,  and  forUddlng  ouiors." 

Here  this  joint  resolution  is  admitted  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  to  be  "tbe  law,"  and 
that  the  practice  under  it  has  been  uniform  to 
receive  the  notes  of  q>ecie-paying  banks.  If, 
theiij  to  authorize  the  reception  of  the  notes  of 

re-pqdng  banks  in  payment  of  the  public 
be  a  Tiolati<Hi  of  the  oonstitntion,  it  la 
obvious  that  the  constitution  never  has  had  any 
ezbtenee,  exoept  in  the  golden  visions  of  the 
honorable  Bmator  from  Missouri.  Sir,  what 
more  Is  done  by  the  bill  reported  from  t^e 
Committee  on  Pablic  Lands,  and  now  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  by  the  Senate,  than  bad  been 
already  accomplished  by  the  joint  resolution 
of  1616 1  Thjs  bill,  as  t^oa  engrossedf  is  as 
fi^ows: 

*'An  act  dengnatiog  and  limiting  the  funds  receiv- 
able for  tbe  revenues  of  the  Umted  States. 
"  B«  it  enacted     t/u  Senate  and  Sotue  of  Re^ 
Te»entaiivu  of  the  United  Staiet  of  America  tn 
Congrttt  aetembled.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  "^vas- 
ury  be,  and  hereby  is,  required  to  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  he  may  deem  necciwaiy  to  eflfect  a  collection 
of  the  poblio  zevenne  of  tbe  United  States,  whMbir 
• 
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•riatng  from  duties,  taxes,  debti,  or  sales  of  lands,  in 
the  manner  and  on  the  principles  herein  provided : 
that  k,  that  no  such  duties,  tuces,  debts,  or  sums  of 
money,  payable  for  lands,  shall  be  collected  or  re- 
ceived otherwiso  than  in  the  l^al  currency  of  the 
ITnited  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  pay- 
able Kod  pud  on  demand  hi  the  said  le^  cnrrency 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  following  restrictions 
and  condltitnta  in  r^ard  to  soch  notes,  to  wit ;  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  notes  of  no  bank 
which  shall  iasoe  or  drculate  bills  or  notes  of  a  less 
daiopination  than  five  dtdlars  shall  be  received  on 
account  of  the  poldic  dues ;  snd  from  and  after  the 
tbirUeth  day  of  Deoember,  ^jfateoi  hnndred  and 
thirty-nine,  the  notes  of  no  bank  Mildi  shall  Issue  or 
circulate  ^Ils  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than 
ten  dollars,  shall  be  so  receivable ;  and  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
of^t  hundred  and  forty-one,  the  like  prohibition 
sludl  be  e^riended  to  the  notes  of  aU  banks  issuing 
t>ill8  or  notes  of  a  les  denominatitai  than  twenty 
dollats. 

**Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  farther  maeted.  That  no 
notes  shall  be  received  by  the  collectors  or  receivers 

the  public  money  which  the  banks  In  whic^  they 
are  to  be  deposited  shall  not,  under  the  supervision 
and  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  agree 
to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as  cash : 
Provided^  That  if  any  deposit  bank  shall  refuse  to 
reeeiTe  and  pass  to  aa  credit  of  the  United  States 
as  carii,  say  notes  recelTSble  under  the  pro  visions  of 
this  act,  which  said  bank,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
borinesB,  receives  on  general  deposit,  tiie  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  withdraw  the 
puUic  deposits  from  siud  bank." 

Now,  the  principal  difference  between  the 
proviBioDS  of  this  bill  and  the  joint  resolntion 
of  1610  consists  in  tlie  exolnsion  by  the  bill  of 
notes  of  small  denominations  £rom  revenue 
payments.  Yet  the  Senator  from  Hlssonri 
would  leave  the  resolution  of  1816  in  fhll  force, 
unrepealed,  unmodified,  and  ret  objects  to  the 
neasore  now  befbre  us.  Tbe  Sffliator  from 
IDBSonri  would  hare  remain  in  force  &  resolu- 
tion of  Congreas,  by  vbioh  the  SeoretarT'  of  the 
lYeasury  nu^,  at  ma  discretion,  reoeive  for  tiie 
ptiblio  dues  bulk  notes,  eren  of  one  dollar ; 
and  yet  he  objects  to  a  measure  by  which  that 
discretion  is  limited  to  the  receipt  of  notes  of  . 
the  higher  denominations.  By  the  resolution, 
as  it  stands,  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  may 
collect  the  whole  pnblic  revenue  in  bank  paper ; 
by  the  bill,  as  proposed,  a  portion  (tf  the  public 
does  must  be  oolleoted  in  gold  and  in  silver; 
and  yet  the  Senator  from  Missouri  objects,  and 
denounces  the  measure  as  a  repeal  of  the  con- 
stitution, by  authoriring  the  payment  of  the 
paUio  wia  in  bank  paper,  as  if  it  were  not 
anthorized  already  by  the  Join^  resolution  of 
1616,  which,  as  re^pvda  the  ctutoms,  is  un- 
touched even  by  the  Treasury  order.  I^range 
inconsistency  t  singular  deluaonl  But  has  it 
oome  to  this :  that  Oongress  bas  surrendered 
an  unlimited  discretion,  as  regards  the  funds 
receivable  for  the  pnblic  dues,  into  the  hmis 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  must  not 
now  interfere?  That,  in  the  (pinion  of  the 
Senator  from  Miasoorif  it  is  all  right  that  the 
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Secretory  of  the  Treasui7  shonld  possess  the 

discretionary  power  of  receiving  or  rejecting 
bonk  paper  in  payment  of  the  public  dues ;  of 
discriminating  between  different  Individuals  and 
different  branches  of  the  public  revenue;  of 
putting  up  and  putting  down  bank  paper  at  Ids 
pleasure — but  that  for  Oongress  to  interpose 
and  define  or  limit  that  discretion  is  a  violation 
of  the  constitution.  That  for  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  r^ulate  the  currency  at  his 
pleasore,  and  pot  up  and  pnt  down  State 
Danks  and  their  paper,  is  all  right ;  but  that  for 
Oougress  to  limit  uid  define  hie  power,  in  these 
respects,  is  unconstitutional.  The  Stxtetaxj 
of  the  Treasury,  then,  mast  be  above  Congress, 
and  above  the  constitution,  possessing  an  omni- 
potent, unchangeable,  irreversible  power  on 
this  subject.  Is  not  the  Senate  astounded  by 
the  avowal  and  advocacy  of  snch  doctrines 
upon  this  floor — doctrines  worthy  of  the  Polig- 
nacB  of  France,  and  of  the  Stuarts  of  England, 
but  wholly  incompatible  with  the  genius  of  our 
institution^  and  directly  contradictory,  as  shall 
be  shown  hereafter,  to  the  opinions  npon  tiiis 
subject  of  our  patriotic  President?  Are  the 
American  people  prepared  to  sustain  these  doc- 
trines—doctrines  which  are  easentiallj  monar- 
chical, which  take  from  Congress  all  power 
over  this  subject ;  which  deny  their  antiiority, 
the  authority  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  and  of  the  States,  and  erect  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  into  a  dictator,  whose 
mandates  we  may  not  contnd  or  alter?  Sir, 
if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  thus 
abolish  our  power  on  this  subject,  and  render  it 
unconstitutional  for  us  to  intoriere  with  his 
orders,  why  moy  not  every  other  Secretary  of 
every  other  Department  claim  similar  power 
and  the  same  exemption  from  our  control? 
Snch  doctrines  are  the  very  essence  of  despo- 
tism, and  now  for  the  first  time  have  tii^  been 
openly  avowed  upon  this'  floor  and  in  this 
oountiy.  T^  me  not,  t^eu,  that  the  Secretan' 
of  the  TreasuiT  may  receive  or  reject  bank 
pi^r  at  his  pleasure ;  may  receive  it,  as  he 
now  does,  for  (fhstoms,  and  reject  it  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  lands ;  and  tiint  it  is  uncon- 
stitutionid  for  Congress  to  regulate,  define,  and 
limit,  that  discretion.  Standing  upon  the  broad 
basis  of  the  oonstitntion,  he  would  resist  such 
doctrines ;  for  they  can  only  be  maintuned  by 
a  total  overthrow  of  free  government,  and  the 
establishment  of  arbitrary  and  despotic  power. 

But  the  Senator  from  Missouri  tells  us  that 
he  objects  to  the  bill  of  the  committee  as  an 
act  of  Congress,  when  it  should  have  been  a 
resolution.  Sir,  does  that  Senator  omteoA  that 
in  ^reeticna  fd^^  V  Congress  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  as  regards  the  fnnda 
receivable  for  the  publio  dues,  there  is  any 
distinction  between  a  ^  enacted,  and  &beit 
raohed,  'by  tliA  Congress  of  the  United  States? 
The  oonstnatioD  prescribes  no  such  form,  and 
recognizes  no  such  distinction.  It  requires 
joint  resolutions,  except  for  a^oomment,  as 
woU  as  laws,  to  be  ^>proTed  by  we  Fresident ; 
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■nd  when  this  is. done,  they  bare  the  same 
obUgatoiy  m^rgj  in  limitinjf  and  directing  the 
acts  <^  OUT  publio  agents.  Sir,  when  tiie  Sena- 
tor from  Missonri  nrged  this  new  objection,  he 
seemed  to  hare  forgotten  his  flpeech  of  Decem- 
ber last,  in  which,  when  commenting  upon  the 
joint  resolution  of  1816,  he  declared  "  this  Is 
the  law ;  "  bat  now  that  Senator  wonld  have 
Da  belkve  that  a  Joint  resolation  is  not  equlva- 
lent  to  a  lair  of  OongresB. ,  Bnt  if  there  be 
Uds  distinction  between  a  law  and  s  J(^t  reeo- 
Intkn,  in  snj^HMrt  of  this  plea  (tf  abatement, 
vpm  whioh  the  Senator  Irom  IfiBsonri  now 
reliea,  it  shall  be  shown,  before  the  dose  of 
tills  address,  that  the  Senator  from  Hissonii 
has  himself,  within  the  last  twelve  months, 
proposed  laws,  and  omMidmente  to  laws,  ez- 
presslx  anthorldng  the  receipt  of  bank  paper 
m  parment  of  the  pablio  dues ;  and,  conse- 
qnentlj,  if  his  own  argnment  be  true,  has  pro- 
posed a  repeal  of  the  constitution.  Before, 
nowever,  proceeding  to  this  branch  of  the 
aal^ect,  let  me  ask,  if  the  reception  of  bank 
in  payment  of  the  pnblic  dues  be  a  viola- 
tion of  tiie  conetitntifUL  then  not  only  hare 
Congress,  but  this  admmistration,  and  every 
one  that  preceded  it,  uniformly  vidated  the 
oonstitation.  Down  to  the  period  of  the  Treaa- 
nry  order  (tf  Jdy  last,  this  administration  has 
oonstantiy  receaved  bank  paper  in  payment  of 
'the  federal  .revenne,  and  is  still  receiving  it. 
even  under  the  "Treunry  order,  in  jiayment  oi 
customs.  The  argument,  then,  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  is  a  bitter  denunciation  of  tiio 
whole  course  of  the  President  on  this  subject 
preceding  the  Treasui^  order,  and  it  is  also  a 
dennnciaticfn  of  the  principles  of  that  order,  so 
&r  as  it  does  not  exclude  bank  paper  in  pay- 
ment of  onstcHns.  The  administration  is  now 
receiving  bank  p^ter  in  payment  of  customs, 
and  no  change  on  thU  snqject  is  prc^osed  by 
tiieFrendent;  and  yet  the  Senator  mmi  Mis- 
BOuri  tdlfl  us,  tiiat  for  Congress  to  antborize  the 
reception  of  bank  paper  in  payment  of  the 

Eubho  dues  is  to  repeal  the  ocmstitution.  Here 
I  (»>nolnuve  evidence  that  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  goes  far  beyond  the  views  of  the  Pres- 
ident npon  this  subject.  Bnt  the  Senator  from 
IKssouri  objects  to  the  proviso  of  the  bill 
introdnced  by  the  Committee  on  Pablio  Lands, 
authorizing  the  Secretarr  of  the  Treasury  to 
withdraw  the  deposits  from  any  bank  which 
refosea  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States  as  o»b.  the  notes  of  such  specie-paying 
banks,  recdvable  under  this  bill,  as  the  bank 
receives  on  general  deport  This  proviso  is  a 
wholesome  reatcSotion  upon  the  abuse  of  power 
1^  the  deposit  banks.  It  will  curtdl,  was 
intended  to  enrbdl,  the  power  of  the  deposit 
banks.  It  will  arrest  an  odious  monopoly,  by 
preventing  the  depoEdt  bai^  from  making 
their  notes  tlie  only  paper  receivable  for  the 
pnblio  dues ;  thus  rendering,  for  all  practical 
purposes,  the  paper  these  banks  the  only 
ourrenoy  of  the  Federal  Government,  to  the 
maidfieet  inoonvenience  of  the  peopls^  and  fb» 


severe  oppression  of  other  State  banks  eqnafiy 
as  solvent  as  these  institationa.  It  will  prevent 
an  oligarchy  of  deposit  banks  from  controlling 
the  (lurrency,  and  exerciMng  a  power  over  the 
prosperity  of  tiie  country  quite  as  despotic  as 
that  possessed  by  the,  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  If  we  r^ect  this  proviso  we  ^lall  only 
have  disenthralled  t^e  .American  people  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  one  mastffl',  to 
substitute  «ghtT  masters ;  a  combination  of 
which,  nnoon trolled  by  this  proviso,  might  hdA 
in  their  power  the  prosperity  of  this  nation. 
This  same  power  was  oraifided,  In  relattou  to 
the  removal  of  the  deposits,  to  the  8e(n«tary 
of  the  Treasury,  as  regards  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  existenoe,  as  well  as 
the  exercise,  of  this  power,  by  that  Officer,  was 
deemed,  by  the  Senator  from  Hissoori,  most 
wise  and  salutary.  Yet  the  Senator  from  3Gft-, 
souri  now  objects  to  tliis  power,  and  says  be 
would  npt  intrust  it  even  to  the  aaministratioa 
of  the  President  or  of  his  successor.  Indeed  I 
The  Senator  from  Missonri  would  not.confide 
to  the  Seoretoiy  of  the  Treasury  the  necessary- 
power  to  remove  the  pnblio  moneys  from  aqy 
depodt  bank,  time  abxrang  its  authority,  ana 
oppresring  the  people,  in  the  contingency  rfr- 
fened  to  in  the  proviso;  and  yet  he  woniU 
permit  the  joint  resolution  of  1816  to  remain 
unrepealed  ^d  unmodified,  by  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  tai^t,  at  his  discretion, 
regulate  the  whole  ourrenoy  of  the  country, 
receive  or  rtject  bank  paper  at  his  option, 
chan^  and  rechange  his  orders  npon  this  sub- 
ject, introduce  or  exclude  the  currency  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  exercise  over  this  whole  subjeot 
powers  unregulated  and  uncontrolled.  Sir,  the 
Senator  fr^m  Missonri  stops  at  the  molehiU  of 
this  proviso,  whilst  he  snrmonnts  the  mountain 
whion  rises  to  our  view,  upon  a  survey  of  tite 
enormous  po:Erers  which  mat  Senator  wonkl 
intrust,  without  any  regolataon,  into  the  handa 
of  the  Secretary  cS  the  Treasary. 

Mr.  W.  s^d  he  wonld  now  proceed  ta  prove 
that  the  Senator  from  Missonri  had  hims^ 
originally  proposed  something  similar  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  which  he  now  denounoes  as 
a  violation  of  the  constitution ;  and  espedally 
that  he  had  directiy  proposed,  by  resoluticnt 
as  well  as  laws,  to  authorize  the  rec«pt  of  bank 
paper  in  payment  of  the  public  does ;  and,  un- 
til very  recentiy,  limited  himself  to  the  exeln- 
slon  of  notes  under  twenty  dollars,  as  proposed 
by  the  bill  of  the  committee.  And,  first,  Mr. 
w.  read  from  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  under 
date  of  the  9tb  April,  1884^  as  follows : 

<*  The  fiAoiring  motion,  BdMnftted  by  Ifr.  Bsaton, 
msooniddered: 

"  Betolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  jdntly  irith  such  oommlttea  u 
may  be  a^^K^nted  on  ^  part  of  the  Hoose  of  Bq^ 
resentitives,  to  consider  and  report  to  the  Senat* 
and  to'  the  House,  respectively,  what  altentions,  if 
any,  are  neoessaiy  to  be  made  •*••*•  8.  Ea 
the  Joint  nsolotioD  <^  1816,  (for  the  better  ooneotica 
of  the  zflvenne,)  so  as  to  enrada  all  bank  notSB  under 
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twen^  dollars  from  revenue  paymente  after  aeiven 
period,  And  to  make  the  revenue  eyBtem  of  the  Imhed 
States  Ibstmmental  In  the  eradoal  suppreoaion  of  the 
nnaU-4tote  dnulition,  aitd  uefaitro&ietkn  of  goldand 
rilw  fiv  ttie  oommon  aaxmusj  of  the  ootmtiy.'' 

Here  it  will  be  peroeiTed  that  tiie  Sen^r 
from  Mssoiiri  then  oonsidered  the  jtnnt  resolu- 
tion of  1816  aa  requiring  alterations  by  Con- 
gress, so  aa  "  to  exclude  all  bank  notes  under 
twenty  dollars  from  reTenue  payments  after  a 
given  period."  Here,  then,  was  a  direct  propo- 
sition, by  that  Senator,  to  do  precisely  what  is 
done  by  the  bill  of  the  committee,  aa  regards 
the  ezctusioo  from  revenue  payments  of  notes 
only  "  under  twenty  dollars."  Why,  then,  does 
the  Beoator  now  denounce  what  was  then  his 
own  project  &a  a  repeal  of  the  constitution  f 

His  project  then  was,  not  as  it  now  is,  to  ex- 
•  dude  all  but  gold  and  aUver  from  rerenue  pay- 
ments, and  cut  loose  tiie  Federal  Ctovemment 
from  the  paper  ^yatem,  bat  the  very  reverse, 
namely:  to  authorise  Innk' notes  not  under 
twenty  dollars  to  be  reo^ved  in  revenue  pay- 
ments. And  how  received !  Why,  by  r^nla- 
tiona  tlien  proposed  by  him,  to  be  made  by 
Oongress — ^by  alterations  of  the  joint  resolution 
of  1816.  "nie  honorable  Senator  then  also 
proposed  to  make  "  the  revenue  system  of  the 
united  States  instrumental  in  the  gradual  sup- 

Eresslon  of  the  small-note  circulation,  and  the 
itroduction  of  gold  and  nlver  for  the  common 
currency  of  the  oonntry."  The  terms  "  com- 
mon currency,"  aa  diatingaished  from  exclusive 
currency,  are  itali(»zed  in  the  resolution  of  the 
B&aatxa  from  Missonri,  and  the  aoppresrion 
(Xmfined  to  "  tiie  small-note  drcmlation.''  This 
Buppredon  of  "  the  BmaU-note  ^roolatlon,"  of 
notes  under  twenty  dollars,  was  to  be  effected 
the  instnunen^ty  of  the  revenue  system 
the  United  States.  Iil'ow,  is  not  all  this 
]>redsely  what  is  proposed  la  tbe  bill  of  the 
committee  1  And  are  not  that  bQl  and  tins 
resolution  of  tbe  honorable  Senator  substan- 
tially the  same  t  Since  this  period,  a  great  revo- 
lution appears  to  have  taken  place  in  the  opin- 
ion of  tne  honorable  Senator,  both  as  regards 
questions  relating  to  the  cnrrency  and  to  con- 
atitutional  law.  Then,  that  Senator  was  satis- 
fied to  encourage  the  circulation  of  bank  notes 
not  under  twenty  dollars,  and  to  receive  them 
In  revHiae  payments.  Now,  nothing  will 
answer  his  purpose  but  gAi  and  nlver ;  and, 
to  authorize  any  tSiina  else  to  be  reoMved  in 
revenue  payments  is  denounced  as  a  repeal  <^ 
the  constitution  1  If  this  doctrine  be  true,  then 
the  Senator  from  Uissonri  stands  upon  the  Sen- 
ate journals  self-conidcted  of  an  attempt  to 
repeal  the  constitution. 

But  the  Senator  from  lOssouri  has  embodied 
the  twenty-dollar  principle  as  connected  with 
the  f^eral  revenue,  in  an  act  of  Oongress,  not 
a  resolution. 

Kr.  W.  here  read  from  the  journals  of  the 
Senate,  under  date  of  tlie  6th  of  April,  1886, 
asfi^ws: 

"nieBenate  renmed  the oondteidoii  of  abni| 
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entitled  '  An  act  making  ^ipropriationa  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  revolutionary  and  other  pensoners,^  iUK 
Tbe  foUoviug  amendment,  propoeed  by  Kr.  Bentcai, 
being  under  consideration : 

'^BEa.—.AndUUfiiraurtnadei,Tiuttiobnik 
note  <tf  leaa  denomhimon  than  twenty  dollars  shall 
hereafter  be  offered  in  paTment,  in  any  ease  whatso- 
ever, in  wliich  money  U  to  be  paid  by  tbe  United 
States  or  the  Post  Office  Department ;  nor  shall  any 
bank  note  of  any  denominatKm  be  so  offered,  onleaa 
the  Bame  shall  be  payable  and  paid  on  dmand,  la 
gold  or  aUver  oofai,  at  tbe  place  where  tened,  and 
irtiidi  shall  not  be  eqtdvaleot  to  spede  at  the  place 
where  oll^red,  and  convertible  into  gaid  or  silver 
upaa  the  apoi,  at  the  will  of  the  hdder,  and  without 
delay  or  loss  to  him.** 

This  section  was,  on  tbe  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri,  imbodied  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress referred  to,  and  is  now  the  law  of  the 
land,  having  passed  both  ^Houses,  of  Oongrese^ 
and  receivM  the  sanction  of  the  President. 
This  proviuon,  it  is  true,  is  confined  to  pay- 
ments by  the  United  States.  But  if  the  United 
States,  under  this  law,  are  to  pay  out  bank 
notes  not  under  twenty  dollar^  how  can  this 
be  done  if  they  are  not  authorized  to  receive 
such  notes!  What  could  be  more  contradlo- 
txtry  than  a  bill,  the  first  section  of  whloh 
shoold  anthorize  notes  not  under  twenty  dol- 
lan  to  be  pud  by  the  United  States  and  the 
second  secuon  of  which  should  prohibit  the 
United  States  from  receiving  in  payment  any 
thing  but  gold  and  silver?  How  could  the 
United  States,  by  law,  in  all  time  to  come,  pay 
out  that  which  by  law  they  were  debarred  from 
receiving  t  The  Senator  from  Hissonri,  then, 
has,  bylaw,  connected  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment with  the  paper  system.  This  section, 
adopted  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  would  come  in  very  properly  as  an 
additional  clause  in  the  bill  now  before  us ;  bat 
as  an  additional  proviso  to  the  bill,  which  shall 
be  quoted  hereafter,  proposed  by  that  Benatw, 
to  re-establidi  a  onrrency  of  gold  and  rilver  for 
the  Federal  Government^  it  would  be  ridiculous 
and  contradictory. 

Mr.  W.  stated  that  the  Senator  fh>m  Missouri 
had  Btill  further  committed  himself  on  this  sub- 
ject He  had  not  only  directly  countenanced 
the  payment  of  the  federal  revenue  in  bank 
notes,  but  had  himself  proposed,  at  the  last 
searaon,  the  creation  by  Congress,  in  this  Dis- 
trict, of  new  banks,  authorized  to  issue  notes 
not  less  than  twenty  dollars.  Mr.  W.  here  read 
from  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  under  date  of 
the  4th  June,  1886,  as  follows : 

"  Tbe  Senate  resmned  the  considention  of  tbe  bill 
to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Goloml^ 

"On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton  to  leoabmlt  the  UH, 
irith  instmctUms  to  report  separata  WDb  for  the  In- 
cwporation  of  new  banlu,  with  snail  c^iitola,  adapted 
to  ttte  G^taoity  of  the  District  to  soatain  qiecie  banks, 
and  strictly  limited  to  the  bnsineeB  of  the  place ;  ^e 
said  bKOrporattons  to  contain,  among  other  provirions, 
the  fUlowing  principles :  4.  Hie  btukB  to  ianie  no 
notes  <rf  tees  deiwwiinatinn  than  twenty  dollaia;  and 
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ftll  notes  of  lesB  dflnominRtion  than  twentj  doUan,  by 
otiier  banks,  to  be  prohibited  fiom  cuculation  vith- 
fai  the  District  6.  AU  the  notes  and  paper  cxareacj 
isB&ed  by  said  banks  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  ^ver ; 
one-half  of  either  at  the  option  of  the  demonder,  the 
other  half  at  the  option  of  the  bank." 

How,  Mr.  W.  would  ask,  if  Congress  conld 
1^  law  establish  oven  in  this  IXBtriot  a  certain 
nnmh^r  of  banks  anthorised  to  issne  notes  of 
a  certain  denominationf  could  it  not  exercise 
tbe  smaller  power  of  authorizing  the  reception 
of  bank  notes  in  revenne  payments  ?  Bo^  Ur. 
W.  said,  he  qaoted  this  to  show  that  even  at 
this  late  period  the  Senator  from  Missouri  was 
not  prepared  to  do  execution  on  all  banks  and 
all  bank  paper.  There  wera  some  coriotts  mat- 
ters connected  with  these  propositions  of  the 
Boaator  from  ADssonri.  His  mb  ^opodtion 
requind  *'  all  notes  and  paper  oarreiKT'  issued 
l>7  said  banks  to  be  p^d  in  gold  and  ntver ; 
one-half  of  either  at  the  option  of  the  de- 
mander,  the  other  half  at  the  option  of  the 
bank ; "  and  tiiis  same  prorinon  the  honorable 
Senator  also  proposed  to  ^ply  to  "  the  deport 
banks,"  '*  in  consideration  of  b^gmade  or  con- 
tinned  depositories  of  the  public  moneys.^*  BIr, 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Missoori  would 
have  the  banks  pay  in  a  cnrrenoy  better  than 
that  required  by  the  constitntion.  By  that 
Instrnment,  gold  or  Fdlver  is  a  l^al  tender  in 
payment  of  debts,  and  a  bank  note  is  only  an 
e^enoe  of  a  debt  dae  hr  the  bank  to  the  hold- 
er of  tiie  note;  but  the  honorable  Senator 
would  require  the  banks  to  pay  thor  notes  in 
gold  uid  silTer,  one-half  of  each  me/tai.  "When 
a  note  of  a  thousand  dollars  shall  be  presented 
to  a  bank  for  redemption  in  q>eoie,  it  is  hoped 
the  honorable  Senator  will  not  require  those 
of  less  personal  prowess  than  himself  to  carry 
away  five  hundred  dollars  in  silver,  when  the 
bank  otherwise  might  pay  the  whole  amount 
In  gold.  Suoh  equal  divi^on  of  the  predous 
metals,  however  beautiful  in  theoir,  would  be 
most  inconvenient  in  practice ;  and  if  the  hon- 
orable Senator  is  so  eqoally  attached  to  gold 
and  diver  as  to  be  resolved  on  having  a  pre- 
<^ly  equal  circulation  of  each,  there  is  one 
way  wmch,  if  it  were  not  presnmptaous,  Mr. 
nr.  could  recommend  to  hia  serious  oonsidera- 
tioa.  It  was  this.  That  Senatm  took  great 
ddight  in  e:dkiUttog  a  new  and  favorite  coin 
of  ua,  which  he  called  billcm.  Mr.  W.  hoped 
he  pnmonnced  the  word  oorreoUy ;  he  was  sure 
the  Senator  from  }fissoari  did.  This  coin  was 
composed  partly  of  copper,  and  partiy  of  nlver, 
though  not  precisely  one-half  of  each ;  the 
Senator  having  sufiered  great  injostioe  to  be 
done  to  the  silver,  by  permitting  a  great  pre- 
ponderance of  copper,  a  very  inferior  metal, 
not  recognized  by  the  constitution  as  a  tender. 
Kow.  Mr.  W.  would  suffgest,  that  if  Hie  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  would  have  ccdned  a  new 
species  of  brUon,  composed  of  gold  and  silver, 
predadj  one-half  of  each  in  value,  wttold  it 
not  answer  his  purpose  t  Mr.  W.  Iroold  not 
wairant  that  it  wouU  answer,  but  would  on^ 
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suggest  it  to  the  conMderation  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri)  as  a  snbstituto  for  his  proposed 
entire  equalization  of  the  circulation  of  gold 
and  diver,  by  compelliuff  the  banks  to  redeem 
thdr  notes  in  one-half  of  each  metal,  e8|>edaUy 
as  these  banks  might  not  find  it  very  conven- 
ient to  comply  with  these  requisitions,  and  as  a 
greater  quantity  of  one  metal  than  of  the  other 
m^ht  find  its  way,  from  time  to  time,  out  of 
the  country,  and  thus  destroy  this  metallio 
equilibriuia  of  the  honorable  Senator. 

Thus  far  the  Senator  from  Missouri  seemed 
to  have  confined  his  views  to  tiie  exclunon  of 
notes  nnder  twentv  doOara  in  revenue  ptqr- 
ments.  But,  on  the  lOtii  of  June  last)  he 
changed  his  position,  and  introduced  into  the 
Senate  the  following  bill: 

*'  A 1:^  to  re-establish  the  currency  of  the  constitu- 
tion for  the  Federal  Oovemment. 
'*Be  itmaeted  the  SetuU  and'Hoim  of  Rep- 
rmntoHvet  of  the  VnSted  SteUei  ^  Amsriea  3« 
Congnee  asmnbUd,  That  bank  notes  and  paper  cur- 
rency of  every  descriptloa  shall  cease  to  be  received 
or  offered  in  payment,  on  acoonnt  of  the  Uidted  States^ 
or  of  the  Post  Office,  or  in  fees  m  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  as  follows :  of  leas  denomination  than 
tweoQr  doUus,  none  after  the  8d  di^  of  March,  1837; 

Sd  day  of  Uarch,  16S8 ;  (tf  less  denomination  than 

one  hundred  doUais,  none  after  the  8d  day  of  Hanji, 
1839 ;  of  less  denondnation  than  Ave  hundred  dol* 
lars,  none  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1840 ;  of  less 
denomination  than  one  thousand  dollars,  none  after 
the  Sd  day  of  Uarch,  1841 ;  and  none  of  any  denom- 
ination from  and  after  the  8d  day  of  HardLl84S. 

"  Bxo.  2.  And  be  it  fwrtker  enacted.  That  any 
person  hoiding  an  qq>dn(ment  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  any  bank  emi^yed  to  keep  puUlo 
moneys,  wliioh  person  or  bank  shall  n^leot,  evade, 
violate,  contravene,  or  in  any  way  elude,  or  attempt 
to  dnde,  the  proviai<Hi8  qf  tids  act,  shall  be  guilty 
of  an  oSbnce  against  the  laws;  and  the  penon  so  <^ 
fending  shall  be  liable  to  be  dismissed  from  the  ser- 
vice; andthebanksoolltaidiivriiBll,(KiBatisflu:toi7 
information,  be  disomttnued  as  a  dqwdtoiy  of  pnWe 
moneys." 

And  here  Mr.  IV.  would  remark  that,  by  this 
bill,  bank  notes  were  pennitted  to  be  reodved 
in'  revenne  p^menta  until  the  8d  of  Mardi, 
1842.  then,  the  argunmit  of  the  Senator 
from  MisMnui  be  correct,  that  to  authorize,  by 
act  of  Gongress,  tiie  receipt  of  bank  notes  in 
revenue  payments  be  a  repeal  of  the  constitu- 
tion, this  bUl  of  tfae  honorable  Senator  should 
have  been  entitled  a  rq>eal  of  the  oonstitution 
until  tiie  8d  of  March,  1842.  The  provisions 
of  this  bill  were  somewhat  remarkable.  All 
bank  notes  under  twenty  dollars  were  immedi- 
ately excluded ;  the  twenty-dollar  notes,  l>eing 
the  next  greatest  violators  of  the  constitution, 
were  executed  in  March,  1887;  those  of  fifty 
dollars  in  Marob,  1888 ;  tihose  oi  one  thoos* 
and  dollars  were  reprieved  till  March,  1841 ; 
and  in  March,  18^  exeoollon  was  done  on  all 
**  luuik  notes  and  paper  current  of  every  de> 
seriptioo,"  and  "  the  cnrrenoy  of  the  oonstitu- 
tton**  vaeze-eftabliahed.  Bow,  how  was  tUa 
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prodigioiu  revolntioD  to  be  effected  ?  "Why,  hj 
dinniBaiug  from  office  any  officer  of  the  Got- 
ermnent  who  should  receive  or  offer  in  payment 
Koy  thing  bat  gold  and  Gilver^  bj  which  all 
vwe  to  M  excluded  but  oonverts  to  the  metal- 
Be  onrraioy  of.  the  hraorable  Senator ;  and  by 
dlsoontianing,  as  a  depository  of  the  publio 
moneys,  any  hank  which  abonld  commit  a 
similar  offence.  JSoWf  does  any  Senator  he' 
lievft  that  any  bank  woold  accept  the  deposits 
OQ  sobb  terme !  That  it  must  pay  oat  the  pnb- 
Uo.  moneys  in  nothing  but  g<^a  and  silver,  and 
transfer  the  precious  metals  from  place  to  place, 
thouaaods  ot  miles,  at  the  will  ot  the  Govern- 
ment. Beoolleot  uiat  not  only  '*  bank  notes," 
but  also  "  pj^>er  currency  of  every  description," 
la  excluded  by  this  bill;  and,  consequently, 
bank  drafts  woold  be  as  effectually  refused  by 
this  bill  aft  bank  notes.  Indeed,  the  authority 
to  receive  "  funds,"  Eastern  or  Weatem,  from 
any  bank,  coutitutes  am  ot  the  Senator's  ob- 
jections to  the  b31  of  the  committee.  Let  us 
Buppose,  then,  that  the  Government  has  two 
Oiillions  in  alver  at  Natchez,  which  it  deures 
at  four  different  points,  each  one  thousand  nules 
distant.  Viil  it  transport  these  wagon  loaids 
of  silver  from  point  to  point,  where  me  money 
b  wanted  by  the  Government  t  for,  recollect 
the  Oovermnrait  must  have  the  hard  money^  for 
it  is  to  pay  out  as  weU  as  receive  nothing  but 
this.  Is  this  practicable,  or  Is  there  a  bank  in 
the  Union  that  would  accept  the  depodts  on 
audi  terms  as  these  t  The  banks  are  to  be 
continued  by  this  bill  as  depositoriw  of  the 
pablio  moneys,  aa  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  yet  we  are  to  reject  the  pi^r  of 
our  own  agents.  The  amount  of  the  publio 
revenue  of  last  year  was  forty-seven  millions 
of  dollars.  Now,  all  this  we  are  to  intrust  to 
the  oortody  of  tl^e  banks ;  we  are  to  trust  them 
to  the  amount  of  forfy-seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  but  to  refuse  to  receive  any  portion  of 
their  paper,  in  other  words,  trust  them  for  forty- 
seven  millions  of  dtfllars,  and  refiise  them  credit 
even  for  a  twenty-dollar  note.  We  are  first 
asked  to  employ  the  banks  as  fiscal  agents,  and 
th&a  set  about  the  work  of  their  destruction. 
Sir,  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  insore  the 
abandonment  of  the  depoat  bank  ^stem :  and, 
as  fiscal  aceata  wemust  have,  it  would  insure 
the  re-estaoliahnaent  ot  a  Bank  of  tlie  United 
States,  vitli  aU  its  oppresdve  powers.  And 
here  Mt  me  ask,  can  any  thing  be  more  incon- 
Ustent,  as  well  as  impracticable,  tihan  to  employ 
the  State  baoka  as  fiscal  agents,  as  dq)odtorie8 
of  the  publio  moneys,  and  yet  reject  th^  pa- 

Ser?  If  it  be  unconstitutional  to  receive  one 
ollar  of  the  publio  dues  in  the  paper  of  any 
bank,  is  it  not  eqoally  unconstitutional  to  make 
these  unconstitutional  banks,  issuing  this  un- 
ecmstitutional  currency,  our  fiscal  agents  for  the 
whole  amount  of  our  revenue,  by  bank  credits  t 
Under  our  deposit  bill,  when  we  confide  money 
to  a  deposit  bank,  have  we  not  previously  taken 
its  btrnd  to  repay  f  And  if  we  take  its  b<md, 
why  not  ita  paper!  ^itoearryoot  thegen- 
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tienuu's  docbdne,  he  should  discard  the  deposit 
banks  as  fiscal  agents,  and  employ  huudreos  of 
separate  individual  agents,  constantiy  travers- 
ing the  country  in  all  directions,  with  mules  or 
wagons  loaded  with  gold  and  nlver.  Sueh  a 
system,  and  to  this  it  would  come,  would  re- 
quire an  army  of  agents  greater  than  our  whole' 
standing  army,  to  receive,  transfer,  and  dis- 
borse,  tne  ftur^-seven  millions  of  gold  an^  sU" 
ver,  the  amount  of  this  year's  federal  revenue^ 
Sucui  a  system  would  enlarge  the  patronage 
and  power  of  the  General  Government  to  an 
almost  unlimited  extent,  and,  if  successfol, 
paralyze  the  State  Governments,  by  the  de- 
struction of  State  banks.  State  credit,  and  State 
institutions.  But  the  whole  system  is  imprac- 
ticable, and  it  is  time  that  the  country  should 
know  that  such  is  the  opinion  of  the  whole 
Sraiate,  with  the  nngle  exception  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  hunaelf.  Sir,  tbat  Senator 
may  rally  three  or  four  votes  againBt  the  biU 
of  the  committee,  but  it  will  be  from  ol^ections 
to  t^e  det^  of  the  measure,  and  not  because 
they  adopt  the  opinions  of  the  Senator  from 
Hissouri  on  this  subject.  If  the  constitution  is 
repealed  by  the  reception  of  bank  notes  In 
revenue  payments,  why  did  the  Senator  from 
2fis8onri  never  come  to  the  rescue  till  the  10th 
of  Jane,  1886 ;  and  why  did  he  then  permit 
the  session  to  pass  by  without  any  vote  upon 
the  measure ;  and  why  has  he  not  rdntroduced 
it  at  this  sesnon  I  The  fact  is,  and  the  country 
should  know  it,  that  the  Senator  from  Hissoun 
Can  get  no  vote  for  this  biU  of  his,  except  his 
own.  Now,  at  this  moment,  he  may  brug  it 
forward,  or  at  any  period  of  the  session ;  we 
are  anxious  he  should  do  so ;  and  all  we  ask  is 
a  vote  by  ayes  and  noes,  to  show  the  American 
people  that  the  Senator  from  iOaaouri  stands 
alone  on  this  subject.  Now,  the  measure  ct 
the  Senator  from  Uissoori  is  not  only  imprac- 
ticable, but  defeats  the  great  object  of  sup- 
pressing the  small-note  currency,  and  enlarging 
the  circolation  of  gold  and  silver.  The  Federal 
Government,  udM  by  its  revenue,  by  the  de- 
pomtories  of  its  money,  and  by  State  legislation, 
might  gradually  suppress  all  bank  notes  under 
twenty  dollars,  and  gold  and  silver  would  then 
neoesurily  fill  the  vacuum,  and  constitute  the 
common  currenoy  of  the  country  in  the  ordlnair 
transactions  between  the  dealer  and  consumer. 
This  woidd  disarm  the  State  banks  of  nearly 
all  power  to  do  evil,  arrest  excessive  issues  d 
bank  pi^>er,  substitute  gold  and  silver  for  all 
that  great  portion  of  the  circulation  of  banks 
which  consists  of  notes  under  twenty  dollars, 
render  and  preserve  the  banks  sound  and  sol- 
vent, our  currency  stable,  and  put  an  end  to 
all  apprehension  of  that  e^losion  of  the  paper 
system  with  which  many  beHeve  we  are  now 
threatened.  This  was  a  practical  reform  of  the 
currency,  and  one  which,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  was 
deeply  solicitous  to  see  effected;  but  it  can 
only  be  effected  by  tiie  co-<^>eration  with  Oon- 
grws  of  the  State  LegidiUurea.  The  reform, 
too,  must  be  by  gradoal  and  sncoesdve  stt^ 
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Therefore,  the  bill  only  proposed  the  reAual  of 
the  fiTO-doUor  notes  after  the  80th  December, 
1889,  and  the  reftual  of  the  ten-dcdlar  notes 
after  the  80th  December,  1841,  periods  when 
Congress  will  be  in  session ;  and  if  the  Stotea 
will  not  then  co-operate  with  ns  in  this  rrform, 
we  mnst,  as  the  repreaentatiTes  of  tii^  wiahes^ 
repeal  or  modify  the  measure. 

Bat  will  the  measare  -of  the  Senatco-  from 
IDssonri  effect  any  neM  pnrpoee !  It  holda 
ont  to  the  State  banks  no  mduoements  to  snp- 
press  tiieir  mudl-note  cnrrenoy.  It  is  a  decla- 
ration of  war  bj  this  QoTomment  ag^nst  the 

Seople  of  the  States  and  the  banks  of  the 
tatea.  It  demands  tliat,  out  of  a  gold  and 
diver  cnrrenoy  in  drcolation,  of  twenty-dght 
millions,  (as  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry,)  we  ahonld  p>ar  In  this  cnrrency  a 
revenue  of  forty-seven  millions,  according  to  the 
receipts  of  this  year.  It  demands,  then,  an 
fanpossibility,  unless  an  explosion  of  the  State 
banks  is  areiltod  by  dramng  them  4^  their 
Bppde,  It  demands  that  this  gold  and  diver 
be,  at  all  the  varioos  pcdnts  ca  colleolioa  or 
payment,  at  all  times,  in  sufficient  miontitieB  to 
make  these  revenue  payments  ana  disbnrse- 
ments  also.  It  would  withdraw  gold  and  silver 
from  general  circulation,  and  confine  its  use 
almost  wholly  to  revenue  payments  and  dis- 
bursements. It  is,  flna&y,  an  effort,  on  the 
part  of  this  GovenunentL  to  render  aH  the 
notes  of  an  t^e  State  banks  uncurrent  within 
the  limits  of  the  States,  and  is  equivalent  to  a 
demand  made  by  Congress  upon  the  State  banks 
to  surrender  their  charters,  or  upon  the  State 
l^atatarea  to  repeal  than;  and  "Mi.  W.  said 
he  nad  never  beoi  anfluMized  hj  the  Btato  of 
IDstiadp^  to  demand.  In  Hbeir  name,  a  repeal 
or  overt&ow  d  any  <^  th^  State  Inalitntwna. 
To  the  extent  that  he  was  now  willing  to  go, 
Mr.  W.  said  he  had  distinctly  e^reased  hun- 
ioif  in  an  ad^^  preceding  his  election:  in 
flavor  of  the  abandonment  of  the  small-note 
currency,  in  favor  of  receiving  the  notes  "  for 
lai^r  amounts  "  "  of  the  solvent  State  banks," 
for  "  all  dues  to  the  National  Qovemment ; "  in 
jhvor  of  the  enlargemoit  of  the  circulation  of 
gold  and  nlver,  and  against  "an  exdunrely 
metallic  currency."  Mr.  W.  said,  having  been 
elected  with  the  open  avowal  of  these  doctrines, 
be  hoped  be  stood  not  only  upon  the  basis  of 
bia  own  previously  expressed  views,  but  also 

ra  those  of  his  constituents,  in  supporting 
present  bill,  and  oppodng  that  ot  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mieeouri. 

Where  is  the  distinction,  in  principle,  as  re- 
gards the  reception  of  bank  paper  on  public 
account,  between  the  two  provisions?  And 
the  Senator  from  Ussouri,  in  thus  denouncing 
the  bill  of  the  conunittee  as  a  repeal  of  the 
constitution,  denounoes  directiy  the  Preddent 
of  tiie  United  States.  Congress,  no  more  than 
a  State  L^islatnre,  can  make  any  thing  bnt 
gold  or  silver  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts  by 
€m  dtiun  to  another ;  bat  that  Oongress,  or  a 
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State  L^islature,  or  an  individual,  may  waive 
their  constitntional  rights,  and  receive  bank 
paper  or  drafta  in  paymrat  of  any  debt,  ia  ■ 
pruuipls  ct  uniTersal  adoption  in  theory  and 
praoUc^  ood  never  doubted  by  any  <me  nntil 
at  the  presoDt  session  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri.  The  distinction  of  the  Senator  in 
this  respect  was  as  incompreheudble  to  him 
(Mr.  W.)  as  he  believed  it  was  to  every  Senator, 
and,  indeed,  was  discernible  only  by  the  magui- 
fying  powers  of  a  solar  micnjwsape.  It  was  a 
point-no-polnt,  which,  like  the  logarithmic 
spiral,  or  asymptote  of  the  hyperboho  curve, 
might  be  forever  approached  without  reaching ; 
an  infinitesmal,  the  ghost  of-  an  idea,  not  only 
without  length,  breadth,  thickness,  shape, 
weight,  or  dunendons,  but  without  position— 
a  mere  imaginary  nothing  which  flitted  before 
the  bewildered  vidon  of  w  honfflnble  Senator, 
when  traverdng,  in  Ua  fitfiil  aomnambn&DL 
that  tesaelated  pavement  of  gold,  nlvw,  and 
billon,  which  that  Senator  delighted  to  oocnpy. 
Sir,  the  Senator  from  Missonrl  might  have 
heaped  mounts-high  his  piles  of  metal;  he 
mlf^t  have  swept,  in  his  Quixotio  fli^t,  over 
the  banks  of  the  States,  putong  to  the  sword 
their  officers,  stockholders,  directory,  and  legis- 
lative bodies  by  which  they  were  chartered; 
he  might,  in  his  reveries,  have  demolished  their 
charters,  and  consumed  their  paper  by  the  fire 
of  his  eloquence;  he  might  nave  transacted, 
in  &ncy,  with  a  metallic  currency  of  tweuty- 
^ht  mUUons  hi  circulation,  an  actual  annual 
business  of  fifteen  hundred  million&^  and  Mr. 
W.  would  not  have  disturbed  his  beatific  vimons, 
nor  would  aov  other  Senator — for  they  were 
vinons  only,  tnat  oould  never  be  reaUzed— but 
when,  descending  from  his  etiiereal  flights,  be 
seized  upon  the  Committee  on  Public  LAuds  as 
criminals,  arrugned  them  as  violators  of  the 
constitution,  ana  prayed  Heaven  for  deliverance 
from  them,  Mr.  W.  could  be  silent  no  longer. 
Tea,  even  then  he  would  have  passed  lightiy 
over  the  ashes  of  the  theories  of  the  honorable 
Senator,  for,  if  he  desired  to  make  assaults 
upon  any,  it  would  be  upon  the  living,  and  not 
the  dead  ^ut  that  Senator,  in  the  opening  of 
his  (Mr.  W.'s)  address,  had  rejected  tiie  Mive 
branch  which,  upon  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
mutual  friends,  agfunst  his  own  JudgmenLJie 
had  extended  to  tite  honorable  Senator.  The 
Senator  fram  Mlasonri  had  Ham,  In  snbatance, 
declared  his  "  voice  was  still  far  war."  Be  it 
so ;  but  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  all  recollect 
that  he  (Btr.  W.)  was  not  the  af^ressor ;  and 
that,  whilst  he  trusted  be  never  would  wanton- 
ly assail  the  feelings  or  reputation  of  any  Sen- 
ator, he  thanked  God  that  he  was  not  so  abject 
or  degraded  as  to  submit,  with  imptmit;|,  to 
unprovoked  attacks  or  anionnded  accusations 
from  any  quarter.  Could  he  thus  submit,  he 
would  be  unfit  to  represent  the  noble,  generous, 
and  gallant  people,  whose  rights  and  interests 
it  was  his  pnde  and  gjorr  to  endeavor  to  pro- 
tect, whose  honor  and  ouraoter  were  dearer 
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to  him  than  life  itself^  and  sboold  never  be 
tami^ed  by  anj  act  of  his,  as  one  of  their 
hmnUe  repreeeDtatives  upon  this  floor. 

ICr.  RiTXB  retnrned  his  thuiks  to  Itr,  Val- 
xu  for  his  able  and  satiflEhctory  defence  of  the 
biU.  He  Bhonld  not  be  able  to  add  mncdi  to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  honorable  Senator, 
bnt  was  dedrons  of  adding  his  mite  ia  reply  to 
BO  mnch  of  what  had  so  zealoDsIy  been  ni^ed 
by  the  Senator  from  Missonil,  (Hr.  Benton,)  as 
hod  not  been  tonohed  upon  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Land  Committee;  and,  as  he  anderstood 
there  were  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
question  who  were  desirons  of  being  heard,  he 
BUffgested  the  propriety  of  deferring  forther 
detate  on  the  bul  to  Uouday.  This  wa'!)  after 
some  conversation,  agreed  to. 

Ttr.  Bkttok  introdnoed  the  fdlowing  reso- 
lution : 

BatAved,  That  the  Senate  cordiaDyredprocate  the 
aentimaila  of  pmooal  Undnea  ezpTHsed  by  If  ABHN 
YiH  Bumut,  Vice  VttOAaA  of  the  United  BUtea, 
towards  the  membera  of  this  body,  upon  taking  leave 
of  them  •  ood  that  the  tiumka  of  the  Senate  be 
presented  to  him,  in.tMtimony  of  the  impartiality,  . 
dignity,  and  ability,  with  wU«^  be  has  predded 
>  oyer  ttidr  deliberations,  and  of  theb-  entire  iq>proba> 
tioD  of  his  conduct  in  the  dischaige  of  the  arduous 
and  important  dudes  assigned  him  as  Preddent  of 
^Senate. 

liCr.  B.  suggested  the  propriety  of  taking  up 
the  resolation  and  acting  upon  it  at  this  time. 

The  Ohaie  stating  that  this  could  only  be 
done  by  unanimous  consent, 

ax.  UALHotnr  objected. 

ICr.  BuoHASAv  expruaed  his  hope  that  the 
resoltttion  would  be  acted  on  at  once. 

Mr.  Oaisoon  inquired  whether  it  was  usual 
'  to  pass  a  vote  of  tms  kind. 

Mr.  Benton  quoted  several  precedents  to 
■how  that  It  Was ;  whereupon, 

Mr.  CALnoxTN,  observing  that  it  was  a  mere 
formality,  withdrew  his  objection;  and  the 
^esticm  being  pnt,  the  resolation  waa  agreed 
to,  Mm.  091k 


MoNDAT,  Januaty  80. 
AiMiiean  CohniaaHon  SoeMg. 

Mr.  Ol&t  moved  to  take  op  the  memorial 
from  the  Colonization  Sodety,  presented  by 
him  on  Fridf^  last  ezpresring  the  hope  that 
there  would  be  no  nirtiier  derate  nptm  it,  ood 
calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  qu^ion 
of  talong  up ;  which  were  ordered. 

The  qaestaon  was  decided  in  the  negative : 

Tua.— Hem.  Bayard,  Clay,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Kent,  Euif^t,  Morris,  K^e^  Prentiss,  Bobbins, 
Robinson,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson, 

■Wall— 16. 

Nats.— HesBts.  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
boun,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Fulton,  Gnmdy,  Bnbbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Oeoigia,  Unn,  I^rcn, 
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Moore,  Nicholas,  NorrolL  Page,  Preston,  Rlres, 
Bog^  Btraage,  Tipton,  Wdker,  VUte,  Wrigfat— 
85. 

Treatury  Cirouktr. 

The  bOl  to  deri^te  and  limit  the  fonda 
which  shall  be  reoeivable  for  the  pablto  rev- 
enue was  taken  np  as  the.^iecial  order,  and 

Hr.  Rma  addnased  the  House  at  length  in 
its  rapport,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  BnroH.  [IhiB 
speech  was  not  reported.] 

PulUeLandM. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Buchanan's 
amendment  to  this  bill^  allowing  parents  to  en- 
ter small  tracts  for  th^  children,  to  be  patent- 
ed whtti  fh^  dioold  otune  of  ute — 

The  amendmat  of  Mr.  Buchanan  was 
agreed  to. 

Tju8. — UesBTs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Oalhoiui,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Hendriclis, 
Hubbard,  Kent,  Knight,  Lyoo,  NIdioIas,  Norvdl, 
ProitiSB,  Blves,  Bobbins,  Bobhis(»,  Serier,  Soothazd, 
Strange,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  Tomlinson,  Walker, 
Wall,  Webster,  White— 26. 

Nats. — Hessrs.  Benton,  Black,  Folton,  Onmdy, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  «F  Oeoi^a,  linn,  Hotm, 
Horns,  Nilea,  Fage,  Fnaton,  sdo^  ^pMn, 
Wright  15. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Waxkeb,  the  bill  was  far- 
ther amended,  so  as  to  allow  no  one  to  enter  a 
tract  in  his  own  name  until  he  is  21  yeara 
old. 


l^UBSDAT,  Febmaiy  S. 
Eon.  AixxAHDEB  Uodton:  Bmator  deet  Aom 
the  State  of  Lonimana,  vice  Mr.  Pqbtbb,  rerign- 
ed,  was  qaalified  and  took  his  seat. 

GopyrighU  to  Ibrngrtm. 

Mr.  Olat  said  that  he  bened  leave  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Benate  a  memorial  or  address  from 
certun  living  antliors  of  Great  Britain.  Among 
the  subscribers  to  it  would  be  recognized  some 
of  the  most  distingntshed  names  in  the  Hteroty 
world — ^names  (said  he)  with  which  we  have 
been  long  famihar,  and  whose  admirable  pnn 
dnctionsnave  often  instructed  and  delighted  as 
all.  They  r^>reeent  that,  owing  to  the  want 
of  legal  luoteotion  in  the  ITnitod  Btates,  thqr 
are  deprived  ot  the  benefit  here  of  thdr  literary 
property ;  that  their  works  are  pnbUshed  with- 
out any  compensation  being  made  to  Uiem  tor 
their  copyrights ;  that  t^ey  are  frequently  alte^ 
ed  and  mutilated,  so  as  to  affect  injuriously 
their  reputations;  and  that  an  arrangement 
which  they,  or  some  of  them,  hod  made  with 
booksellers  in  the  United  States,  to  seoore  a 
fair  and  Just  remuneratioo  for  their  labors,  had 
been  defeated  by  the  practice  of  other  Amer- 
ican booksellers.  They  therefore  reqnest  the 
passage  of  a  law,  by  which  their  right  of 
property  may  be  protected. 

I  am  qoite  sore,  (oontinned  Mr.  Oiat)  that  I 
need  not  say  one  word  to  commend  this  addreea 

Digitized  by  Google 


Oopifri^  to  Fote^nen. 


DEBATES  OF  OONaBSSS. 


188 


FnasuT,  1887.] 

to  the  attentive  and  ftiendly  oonstderation  of 
tin  Senate^  and  every  member  of  it  Of  all 
dasMs  of  onr  feUow-belngs,  there  is  none  tliat 
liaa  ft  better  ri{^t  than  tuA  of  antiiora  and  in- 
-vratora,  to  the  kindness,  the  sympathy,  and  the 
protection  of  the  Qovemment.  And  sorelj 
nothing  can  be  more  reasonable  than  that  they 
shonld  be  allowed  to  enjoy,  without  intermp- 
tion  for  a  limited  time,  the  propwty  created  by 
their  own  genios.  Uiuortanstely,  but  too  often 
dependent  upon  that  alone,  if  they  are  depriv- 
ed of  itjthey  are  bereft  of  the  means  of  sabsiat- 
ence.  Tiie  dgners  of  this  address  may,  with 
more  confidence,  indulge  the  hope  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law  which  they  Bolicit,  from  the 
consideration  that^  according  to  the  liberality 
of  tiie  British  practice,  the  seoori^  of  copy- 
is  not  rastricted  to  British  nl^eots,  bat  is 
equally  ojoyed  by  foreigners.  And  I  nnder- 
.  stand  that  there  are  instances  of  American  an- 
thors  who  have  availed  themselves  of  it.  When 
we  reflect  what  important  parts  of  the  great 
republic  of  letters  the  United  States  and  Great 
Bntain  are,  and  con^der  their  common  origin, 
common  language,  and  rimilarity  of  institutions, 
and  of  habits  of  reading,  there  seems  to  me  to 
be  every  motive  for  reciprocating  betwew  the 
two  countries  the  secnnty  of  copyrights.  In- 
deed, I  do  not  see  any  ^ound  of  jnst  objection, 
cntlier  in  the  constitntion  or  sound  policy,  to 
the  passage  of  a  law  tendering  to  all  foreign 
satittis  radprooal  secnri^  for  Hterary  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  G.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  library. 

Mr.  FSbstov  had  no  doubt  of  the  general 
propriety  of  the  direction  proposed  to  be  given 
to  uie  memorial ;  all  Bubjeots  of  this  kind  were 

Sroperly  brought  before  the  Library  Oommittee. 
lut  the  subject  was  one  of  some  difficulty; 
there  was  a  urge  and  meritorions  class  of  au- 
rora in  this  country,  who  bad  a  direct  interest 
in  securing  to  the  authors  of  Great  Britain  the 
copyright  to  their  works,  because  copies  of 
these  works  were  sold  without  the  expense  of 
a  nagyri^t,  and  thos  came  In  &ee  and  ii^u- 
rlons  oompetition  with  the  works  of  American 
anthm  But,  then,  pabUshera  had  an  ojmoidto 
inter^  to  mza  apon  foreign  works  without 
price,  and  repnUish  them.  The  eansaquenoe 
was,  that  the  iab<»:  of  foreign  authors  was  ooq- 
Terted  t2>  the  use  of  publishers  here,  who  often 
sent  into  the  market  a  most  de^cable  article 
in  point  of  execution,  entirely  unworthy  of  the 
state  of  tile  arts  in  this  country.  Publishers, 
therefore,  bad  arrayed  themselves  ag^nst  the 
object  of  this  memorial;  and  the  sobjec^ 
thmfore,  resolved  itself  into  a  complicated 

rstion  of  free  trade  and  protection  of  the  me- 
Dicel  arts,  with  which  is  numbered  the  art 
of  printing.  On  this  snlject  Hr.  F.  was  not 
BOW  prepared  to  deeide.  Th^  had  two  an- 
thors  to  onr  one,  and  were,  therefore,  more  in- 
terested in  the  protectten  of  menfad  labors 
•while  we  published  three  or  four  books  to 
their  OOA^  and  were,  therefim,  more  interested 


[SBKAXa. 

in  protecting  pablid^ws.  Ur.  P.  was  under- 
stood to  suggest  that  t^e  enljeot  ought  to  go  to 
tiie  Jndtdary  Oommittee. 

Ur.  GauNDT  moved  that  the  memorial  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  of  five,  expressing 
the  desire  that  he  mi^t  be  excused  from  serv- 
ing on  such  oommittee. 

3Cr.  Oalhovit  was  aware  that  the  interest  of 
booksellers  in  the  United  States  was  adverse  to 
the  object  of  this  memorial ;  but  he  did  not  sup- 
pose that  it  was  of  a  character  or  nature  such 
as  rec^uired  its  r^ection.  The  works  for  which 
copyrights  would  be  secured  in  this  country 
ctmstituted  but  a  small  portion  of  the  entire 
literature  of  Great  Britiun  or  this  country;  and 
of  the  works  of  t^e  distiognisbed  names  on  tiiis 
memorial,  the  copyright  of  a  great  porticox  had 
expired,  which  was,  therefore,  subject  to  ikvae 
publication ;  and  perhi^w  it  would  not  be 
thought  proper  to  revive  the  right  In  this 
country.  By  several  living  foreign  authors,  an 
attempt  had  l>een  made  to  secure  their  proper- 
ty in  this  country,  by-  deaipiating  the  book- 
sellers in  the  United  States  by  whom  alone 
their  works  were  to  be  published.  The  at- 
tempt, however,  proved  impracticable,  for  other 
booksellers  also  published  their  works  without 
license,  so  as  entirely  to  deprive  them  of  the 
benefits  of  such  property  in  this  coontry.  Hr. 
0.  thought  the  proper  committee  was  that  on 
the  Jndu»ary,  though  he  would  not  object  to  a 
sdect  oomndttee. 

ICr.  BuoBAVAv  add  when  this  question  oama 
to  be  oonridered,  it  would  be  a  vexed  and 
difficult  ^estirai.  He  woold  not  discuss  U 
now,  but  he  saw  an  interest  invtdved  far  be- 
yond that  of  publishers,  to  whose  interest  he 
would  pay  a  smaller  r^^ard ;  and  that  was  the 
interest  of  the  reading  people  of  the  United 
Stetes.  Cheap  editions  of  foreign  works  were 
now  published  and  sent  all  over  the  country  so 
as  to  be  wittiin  the  reach  of  every  individual ; 
and  the  effect  of  granting  copyrights  asked  for 
by  this  memorial  would  be,  uiat  the  anthon 
who  were  anxions  to  have  weir  works  appear 
in  a  more  apenrive  form  would  prevent  the  i»* 
suing  ct  ttuee  cAieap  editions:  so  that  the 
amount  of  repuDlioations  of  BntiA  works  is 
fiiis  ooantry,  he  thought,  would  be  onoe  re- 
duced to  (me-IutlC  But  to  live  in  fome  was  ai 
great  a  -stimulus  to  authors  as  pecuniary  gtin ; 
and  the  question  ought  to  l>e  consiaered« 
whether  they  would  not  lose  as  much  of  fame 
by  the  measure  asked  for,  as  they  would  gain 
in  money.  It  was  especially  well  wortiiy  of 
the  committee  to  go  beyond  pablishers,  and  ns- 
oertain  wh^  would  be  the  effect  on  the  acqui- 
sition of  knowledge  in  this  vast  country. 

Mr.  GBUin>T*s  motion  to  refer  the  memorial 
to  a  special  committee  was  then  carried ;  and 
the  oWr  wpointed  Keaars.  Cut,  FBnroK, 
Buchanan,  wkbsixb,  and  Ewod  ot  OUa,  to 
compose  the  committee. 
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SA.TDBDi.T,  Febrnary  4. 
OopyriffJiti  to  Foreigner$. 
iSr.  Out  pr^oted  a  liBt,  on  parchmeat,  of 
additional  names  of  British  authors  to  the  ad- 
dress wtuch  he  had  submitted  to  the  Senate  the 
other  day.  He  moved  that  it  be  printed  with 
the  other  names  attached  to  the  address,  and  be 
referred  to  the  select  committee  raised  on  that 
sobjeot ;  which  was  accordingly  ordered.  He 
also  moved  the  appointment  m  an  additional 
member  of  Hsu  select  ciMnmittee ;  which  was 
ordered. 

'  Mr.  0.  also  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
.American  antttorajaraying  amendments  in  the 
e(qiyright  law.  Tney  represent  the  impor- 
tance of  native  Uteratnre,  and  the  propriety 
witraiding  to  it  reasonable  enconragement. 
Iliey  state  ^at,  owing  to  tiie  fact  that-  book- 
sellerB  in  this  oonntiy  can  possess  themselves 
of  and  publish  new  works  as  they  issne,  from 
time  to  time,  from  the  British  press,  without 
any  ohai^  on  aooonnt  of  the  copyright,  Amer- 
ioux  authors  of  umilar  works  are  nnaUe  to  ob- 
tain for  their  copyrights  a  fiur  ownpensation. 

Jtr.  0.  vndentood  that  the  course  of  this 
bodneaswasL  that  American  booksellers  have 
Iheir  agents  in  Great  Britfdn,  who,  as  soon  as 
s  new  work  makes  its  appearance,  transmit  it 
to  them  by  the  first  patiket.  Sometimes  it  is 
received  from  tiie  packet  at  the  Ifarrows,  and 
the  vessel  being  detuned  there  a  short  time, 
from  some  oanae  or  other,  by  the  time  she  ar- 
rives at  the  wharves  the  work  is  published  and 
ready  for  distribution.  This  extraordinary  de- 
n>atch  is  effected  by  means  of  steam  presses,  and 
the  hundreds  of  hands  employed  by  some  of 
the  booksellers.  The  consequence  is,  that  the 
woric  is  oft^  dovenly  published,  on  had  paper, 
with  bad  typea,  and  ranit^ing  nuqw,  diagrams, 
sngraviDcn,  and  other  illoatrations.  This  the 
first  pnbliabers  feel  themselves  oonstr^ed  to 
do,  lest  some  rivals  shall  publish  a  oheu>w  edi- 
tion than  that  which  they  have  issuea.  Pur- 
chased in  this  defective  form,  no  one  can  get 
the  genuine  prodnction  of  the  Briti^  author 
withont  sending  abnwd  for  it,  as  is  sometimes 
done. 

Mr.  0.  understood  that  the  business  of  re^ 
pablishing  in  this  country  late  British  works 
was  prindpally  confined  to  two  highly  respect- 
aUe  nouses  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  of 
whom  he  did  not  mean  to  say  one  word  in  dis- 
paragement. They  merely  availed  themselves 
of  the  actual  state  of  thin^  and  undoubtedly 
^aoed  the  American  pubho  under  obligations 
for  SDpplving  them  so  rwidly  and  so  onewly 
wltii  the  lat«t  efibnons  of  the  British  mind. 

It  the  foreign  author  is  Justly  seowed  in  his 
riflbts  of  property,  the  practical  oonsequenoe 
WW  probably  he,  that  he  will  sell  his  copyright 
to  scnne  American  publisher,  the  work  will  be 
carnally  and  deliberately  printed,  withont  mu- 
tilation or  abstraction,  end  will  be  in  a  condi- 
tion worthy  of  preservation. 

ICr.  O.  moved  the  reference  of  the  petition  to 


tiie  seleot  committee  hoetofine  appcnnted; 

which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  KiLBS,  referring  to  the  manorial  from 
American  authors,  said  they  had  gone  one  step 
beyond  what  had  ever  been  done.  They  were 
not  satisfied  with  obtaining  the  right  to  tiie 

Productions  of  their  own  minds;  they  asked 
longreas  to  prohibit,  for  their  benefit,  the  use 
of  the  prodiMtiona  of  others.  T3dB  he  oj^ 
posed. 

Mr.  FsBSTOH  was  not  adverse  to  granting 
oopyrif^ts  to  for^gn  anthors.  He  had  for- 
meriy  expressed  himself  in  fevor  of  this  grant  to 
for^sn  authors,  which  might  have  been  a  mo- 
tive for  sending  petitions  on  the  subject;  and 
all  his  inclinations  were  s^  dedldedly  in  fevor 
of  the  proposed  measure.  He  believed,  also, 
that  Oongress  possessed  the  constitutional  pow- 
er to  pass  it,  and  by  that  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion whioh  proridesforthepromotioaof  knowl- 


e  had  been  in  the  daily  habit,  Mr.  P.  sai^ 
of  appropriating  to  our  use  the  productions  of 
minds  beyond  the  ^t^ftnti^  without  ai^  reonn- 
pense.  We  had  luxuriated  in  the  works  of  Bar 
waiter  Soott  without  any  remuneration  to  him, 
at  Ow  time  when  he  was  t^ng  nig^t  and  day 
to  pay  a  debt;  when,  if  he  had  received  from 
us  the  thousandtii  part  of  the  value  of  his 
works,  the  debt  would  have  been  paid.  Mr. 
P.  had  always  regarded  this  as  an  instanoe  of 
ingratitude,  which  of  itself  induced  him  very 
strongly  to  the  support  of  this  measure. 

ilx.  Ol&t,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Kilxs,  said  he  was 
very  glad  of  the  benefit  of  his  suggestions,  and 
they  would  doubtiess  receive  the  special  atten- 
tion of  the  committee.  But  he  thought  he 
would  be  satisfied  tiiat  no  such  mischief  was 
intended  as  he  supposed.  The  whole  ol^ect 
was  tu  put  for^gn  anthors  on  the  same  footing 
on  which  our  own  anthors  are  in  Sugland.  He 
thought  the  extension  of  copyrights  would  no^ 
on  the  whole,  make  any  addition  to  the  coat  of 
tiie  books. 

The  reference  and  printing  were  ordered. 

Steetion  ^  Preiident  and  Vies  Praident — 
Mode  of  counting  Vota. 

Mr.  QxnsDT,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  oomider  and  report  on  the  mode  of 
exaniioiug  and  counting  the  votes  for  Preudent 
and  Vice  President,  and  whether  any  votes  have 
been  given  by  persons  not  competent  under  the 
constitution,  made  a  ^eoial  report  thereon; 
whidi  was  read. 

The  report  states  that  in  some  instances  not 
mwe  than  four  or  five  electws  have  been 
ohosen  in  some  of  the  States,  who  are  officers 
ctf  the  General  Govmuuent,  (depnty  p<^ 
masters,)  and  tiiat  such  votes  are,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  not  in  coofonnity  with 
the  provisions  of  the  ctmstitutiou ;  but  at  the 
same  time  the  few  votes  thus  ^ven  will  not 
vary  the  resolt  of  the  electioiL  as  it  was  not 
contemplated  by  any  one  that  the  appointment 
of      in^j^ble  elector  would  vitiate  ^e  vote 
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of  his  State.  The  report  oonolndea  with  reoom- 
mending  the  adc^ition  of  tin  foDowiii;  naola- 
tfons: 

R«aolv«d,  Hat  the  two  Hooms  eAulU  asMmble  tn 
tfw  dMmber  of  the  Hoom  of  BepieBenUtires,  on 
Wcdnatdl^  next  at  18  o*clook,  and  Ae  Fniddent 
oftheSoBBteAailbethepreddiiigofBoar;  that  one 
penm  b*  appobtod  a  tdler  on  tiw  part  of  the 
B«aate,  and  two  oa  the  part  of  the  House  of 
B^ftromitatiTea,  to  make  a  list  (tf  the  Totea  aa  tfae^ 
hImU  be  declared ;  that  the  result  ahall  be  delivered 
to  the  FreaideDt  of  the  Senate,  who  ahall  amiouaoe 
the  atale  of  the  vote,  and  the  petwna  dented,  to  the 
two  Houaea  aaannUed  as  afwesald,  which  ■hall  be 
deemed  a  declaration  of  the  persona  elected  Freai- 
dent  and  Vice  Freaident  of  the  United  State* ;  and, 
together  wlUi  a  list  of  rotes,  be  entered  on  the 
joiiTBals  of  the  two  Housea. 

Resolvfd,  That  in  relation  to  Ae  TOtes  of  Michi- 
gan, if  the  couotiDg  or  omitting  to  count  them  shall  not 
CBBentUly  change  the  result  of  the  election,  thej 
riMllberenorted  bvtbe  President  of  tlw  Senate  fat 
tfaa  ibUoi^  naoDer:  Weie  the  Totaa  of  Hiefai- 
nn  (0  be  eoimted,  the  result  would  be,  for  A.  B.  for 

FreaideBt  of  the  United  States,  Totes.  Ifnot 

ooimted,  for  A.  a  fbr  President  of  the  United  States, 
■  — ——  votes.  But  in  either  event  A.  R  is  elected 
Fteddent  of  the  United  Statea."  And  hi  the  same 
manner  fbr  Tice  Freeideat. 

Hr.  NoKWLL  add  tliat  the  reaolntions  were 
Joint  raeolntionB.  The  first  prescribed  the 
naoal  manner  in  which  the  two  Honsea  asaem- 
hled  together  on  the  second  Wednesdaj  in 
F^niAiy,  for  the  porpme  of  counting  the 
votes  fbr  President  and  Vioe  President  of  the 
Ualted  SttteiL  To  thl^  oonrse^  be  had  no 
oljfeatiQn.  The  aeoond  reeolntion.  In  relation 
to  the  votes  ftfllichigan,  declared,  insnbatanoe, 
that  if  ther  were  not  essential  to  the  election 
of  a  Prendent,  they  ahonld  be  annonnoed,  bnt 
need  not  be  received  as  good.  Their  reception, 
then,  as  sound  votes,  depended  npon  a  contin- 
gency which  it  was  known  would  not  hempen. 
Be  called  for  s  division  of  the  motion  ot  &e 
Smator  from  Tennessee,  in  order  that  he  and 
hia  colleagne  might  have  an  opportnnity  of 
recor^ng  their  votes  against  the  second  reao- 
Intion.  Uohijiian,  wh^  the  people  of  tiiat 
State  gave  their  votes  tat  preddent^al  electors, 
ma  a  aorerein  State,  ackninrledaed  to  be  nich 
br  aa  aet  of  Oongreaa  of  the  United  States. 
She  waa  now,  b«(bre  her  Sectoral  votes  were 
to  be  eonnted.  a  sovereign  State  of  tUa  TTnioOf 
acdmowledged  to  be  Bai£  by  another  act  of  the 
Oongreas  of  the  United  States.  H6  had,  there- 
fore, risen  to  enter  hia  most  solemn  protest,  in 
behalf  of  the  people  Michigan,  ag^nst  any 
dedtion  of  thu  body,  or  of  Oongresa,  which 
wonld,  even  by  impucatioo,  have  the  eflbct 
preventing  their  electoral  votes  from  being 
eonnted  for  President  and  Vice  President  « 
the  United  States;  and  npon  the  motion  to 
adopt  the  second  resolution,  he  reqnested  that 
the  yeas  and  nays  might  be  taken. 

mr.  QxinniT  observed  that  the  oommittee 
were  unanimous  for  reporting  the  second  reao- 
lutton.  Th«  ■■mo  ooone  Ind  haso  immed 


[Sbiutb, 

with  regard  to  the  State  of  Uiaaonri,  and  under 
the  like  oirotunstanoea ;  and  when  Senators 
recollected  that  this  was  the  very  place  whwe 
the  rock  lies  which  mar  destn^  this  Gorem- 
ment,  they  wotild  perouve  that  the  oommittee 
had  good  reasons  for  recommending  the  resolu- 
tion objected  to.  Bnppose,  s^d  Ur.  G.,  the 
two  Honses  should  mffer  and  separate,  and 
suppose  the  House  should  refuse  to  send  for 
the  Senate  again :  where  will  be  your  Presi- 
dent or  Yice  President  1  Though  he  had 
been  one  of  the  most  anxious  for  the  admisdon 
of  Micldf^n,  yet  he  thought  it  better,  under 
the  clreumstances,  that  her  vote  should  not  be 
counted,  except  in  the  way  provided  for  by  the 
second  resolution.  To  count  the  vote  oouid  do 
no  good,  inasmuch  as  It  would  not  vary  the  re- 
sult; and  it  might  do  harm.  Ko  man  was 
more  anxious  than  he  was  for  the  admission  of 
Ki^iigan ;  yet  he  most'  express  the  opinion 
that  she  waa  ^  a  %Ate  cs  this  Union  when 
she  gave  her  vot& 

Ur.  NoBVKLL  said  t^  If  this  Union  should 
ever  recdve  a  shook,  as  intimated  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Tennessee,  it  wonld  arise  from  the 
practice  <^  iqjnstiee  by  this  QoTomment  tow- 
ards one  or  more  the  States  of  the  confeder- 
acy and  not  from  the  ri^t  decidcm  of  such  ques- 
tions as  the  one  now  pending.  The  reception 
of  the  votes  of  a  State  entitlM  to  vote  for  the 
Chief  Ma^trote  of  the  nation,  by  whom  she, 
as  well  as  the  other  States,  was  to  be  governed, 
oould  never  endanger  the  Union.  The  result 
of  the  late  electam,  he  knew,  oould  not  be 
varied  by  the  votes  of  lUchigan ;  and  leas 
hasnd  would,  therefore,  be  encountered  at  this 
time  in  properiy  decidmg  the  question  np<ni 
receiving  tiie  votes  of  States  in  sunilar  circum- 
stances with  Kichi^an,  than  at  any  other  time. 
The  oaae  of  Uissoori,  quoted  by  the  Senatw 
fh>m  Tennessee  in  support  of  the  second  reso- 
lution, was  not,  upon  this  point,  a  case  anal- 
ogous to  that  of  Michigan.  Missouri  was  a 
State  when  her  electors  were  chosen,  but  she 
was  not  a  State  of  the  Union  when  the  two 
Honsea  of  Congress  assembled  to  count  the 
electorsl  votes  for  Prendent  and  Yioe  Presi- 
dent. She  was  not  admitted  until  some  months 
afterwards ;  but  the  State  of  Indiana  did  pre- 
sent a  precisely  analogous  case  to  that  of  Miohi- 
gaa,  udlana,  when  her  eleotna  were  chosen, 
ud  formed  her  etmititution  and  State  Qorem- 
ment ;  but  she.  waa  not  admitted  into  the  Uniw 
until  some  time  in  the  succeeding  December. 
Kie  became,  however,  a  member  of  the  Union 
before  tiie  electoral  votes  were  counted.  When 
tiie  two  Houses  sssembled,  aud,  in  cotmting  the 
votes,  came  to  those  of  Indiana,  ol^ection  was 
made  to  their  reception.  The  two  Houses  sep- 
arated. Some  discussion  arose  in  both  on  the 
Bubjeot ;  but,  before  the  point  was  directly  de- 
cided by  eiuier,  a  message  was  s«it  by  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  to  the  Senate,  that 
they  were  ready  to  proceed  in  the  eoontL 
When  th^  came  twetner  again,  the  votes  cf 
Indiana  were  oounteo,  and  reonded  onwog  the 
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eldotonl  TOtee  of  the  other  States.  Such  ia 
ezactlr  the  sitoation  of  Hiohigan.  But  he  had 
not  rben  to  provoke  debate.  Hia  object  was 
rimpl;-  to  protest  a^dnst  the  priiu^e  of  the 
second  reeolntloa  reported  bjthe  Senates'  from 
Tennessee,  and  to  ask  for  himself  and  his  col- 
league tiie  poor  privilege  of  nowding  Hi^ 
names  aj^Jsst  it  He  did  not  know  that  tbey 
would  TO  sustained  b7  the  vote  of  a&7  other 
Senator  present. 

Ur.  Clat  said  that  the  committee  had  fol- 
lowed exactly  the  conrse  adopted  in  &e  case  of 
lOssoari;  and  the  Senators  fh)m  JGobigan 
woidd  see  that  there  was  to  be  no  exclusion  of 
their  votes,  thoogh  no  use  might  be  made  of 
tbem.  'Whether  they  were  counted  or  not, 
the  resolt  would  be  the  same.  Now,  when 
gentlemen  reflected  for  a  moment  tipon  the 
operatjons  of  this  Govenunait,  the  diffionlties 
to  be  settled,  the  important  qnestions  ^ding, 
and  espedally  the  one  as  to  th^  election  of  a 
Ohi^  Magistrate,  they  wonld  see  at  once  the 
seoesrity  of  avoiding  doing  any  thin^  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  mating  excitement, 
or  throwing  any  diffionlty  in  the  way  at  this 

Sartioalar  jonctnre,  when  they  were  about  to 
edde  on  ao  very  Important  a  question  as  would 
have  to  be  disposed  of  on  Wednesday  next 

With  re«mr^then,  to  what  the  Boiator  from 
IGchigsn  (Mr.  Nobvkll)  had  sud  as  to  Michi- 
gan being  similarly  situated  to  Missoori  and 
iadiana,  when  they  were  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and  yet  they  were  permitted  to  Tote, 
he  could  not  agree  with  him.  The  case  of 
Michigan  was  not  exaodr  that  of  Missoui,  nor 
tiiat  &  Indiana.  Tho  Mt  of  Congress  passed 
adrakted  her  on  certain  conditions,  and,  having 
accepted  tiMwe  oonditiona,  she  became  a  State, 
and  performed  all  her  fonotions  as  a  State,  and 
had  given  her  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
I^resldrat;  and  but  for  the  formality  of  this 
resolution,  which  was  deemed  necessary  by  the 
committee,  ahe  was  put  upon  precisely  tiie  same 
ftKiting  as  the  States  wbiui  had  been  mentioned. 
Whilst  then,  he  admitted  there  was  some  slight 
diffennce  between  the  case  of  Michigan  and 
that  of  Missoori  and  of  In^ana,  he  could  not 
admit  that  Michigan  should  vote,  except  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  in  the  resolution ;  for  he 
thonghL  under  all  the  oircnmstanoea  ooDnected 
with  GoM  matter,  it  woi^d  he  better  to  t^e  the 
course  reetnnmraided  by  the  committee. 

Mt.  Oaibovs  remarked  tiiat,  notwitiistand- 
ing  what  was  said  by  gentlemen  to  the  con- 
trary, during  the  debate  on  the  admission  of 
MichigfWi,  they  would  now  see  that  she  was 
a  &t^  da  faota,  at  the  time  she  formed  her 
constitution.  Now.  if  they  ^plied  the  reason 
of  that  case  to  this,  what  was  the  result  t 
Michigan  was  not  a  State  in  this  Union  when 
her  Senators  were  elected,  nw  when  she  voted 
for  President  and  Vice  President  The  case 
was  really  a  dear  one,  and  any  reason  which 
would  exclude  &e8e  votes  ou^t  to  have  ex- 
cluded her  Senators  from  taking  their  seats  an. 
this  floor.  He  did  not  believe  tiiat  donbtftd 
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que«ti(nis  of  this  kind  should  be  wuved ;  and 
tnis  question  should  be  settled  at  once.  He 
should,  therefore,  fed  himself  bnmd  to  TOta 
against  the  resolation. 

Mr.  Ltok  asked  what  oonrBB  12ie  committee 
would  have  reonnmanded  in  ease  Ae  vote  of 
Michigan  had  varied  the  result  Would  Michi- 

riinBiiohcasebede[viv«dof  hervote?  Mr. 
r^orred  to  the  vote  of  bidiana,  whidif  nn- 
der  similar  oironmstanoes,  had  been  counted, 
and  contended  tliat  Michigan  was  as  much  en- 
titied  to  count  her  vote  as  was  the  State  of 
Indiana.  He  thonght  the  Senate  would  not 
make  so  m^ust  a  discrimination  between  the 
two  States  as  the  resolution  contemplated,  and 
he  wonld  unite  with  his  colleague  (Mjr.NoB- 
vbll)  in  protesting  against  it 

Mr.  Gbundt  rephed  that  the  gentleman 
could  not  eipect  nim  to  answer  a  qnestitm 
which  tiie  wisest  of  their  predeoeesors  had 
purpoedy  left  nndetemdned.  What  m^t  b« 
com  under  the  cirotunBtances  adverted  to  hy 
the  Swator  frcnn  Michigan,  should  Qier  ever 
occur,  the  wisdom  of  the  day  most  dedde. 

Mr.  Fbbstok  concurred  in  all  the  views  taken 
by  his  colleague  in  regard  to  this  question. 

The  first  resolution  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee was  ad<^ted,  without  divldon;  and  the 
second  was  adopbed-^eas  84^  ni^  9,  aa  fid- 
lows: 

Ysas. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Bucfaanaa,  GUy,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Duia, 
Da™,  Ewing  of  HUnois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Gnmdy, 
Hendricks,  Habbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabftfloa,  Kii^ 
of  Geoigia,  Eniriit,  Una,  Moore,  Nicholu,  Page, 
n-entisi,  lUvee,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Souths 
aid,  Swai,  Upton,  Tomlinson,  Wright— 84. 

Nats.— Messrs.  GalhouD,  FuHon,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Miles,  Nomll,  Fresbon,  Walker,  WaU-«. 


Hoxoat  Febraary  6. 
JUUtioa  of  Shwrjf  in  th$  DUtriet 

Mr.  Tipton  stud  that  he  was  requested  to 
present  to  the  Senate  two  memorials,  dgned  by 
citizens  of  Oarroll  and  White  counties,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  praying  Congress  to  abdiah 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Oolamhia.  These 
petitions,  said  he,  are  printed  papers,  couched 
m  language  both  decorous  and  respectful,  and 
(dgned  by  dtWis  of  great  rwpectability.  I 
aScnowledge,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  pemmi  Congress  for  a  redress  of  their 
grievances,  and  I  f<^  it  to  be  my  duty,  as  one 
of  their  representatives  on  the  floor  of  the  Sen- 
ate, to  present  their  petitions,  and  to  ask  for 
them  a  rec^teotfol  con^deration ;  but  I  fed  it 
to  be  due  to  the  petitioners,  to  the  Senate,  and 
to  mysdf,  to  state  respectfolly  but  firmly,  that 
my  i^eotiona  on  this  subject  have  brought  me 
to  a  condi^<m  very  different  from  that  which 
they  seem  to  hare  arrived,  at 

I  am  nnaiUe  to  perodve,  ^i  whence  It  is 
that  OoogreiB  deriTM  tin  power  to  intwfera 
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with  tHamtej  in  the  Diatriot  of  Ooltiinbia. 
Onr  forribthera,  in  framing  ih»  federal  consti- 
totion,  recognized  the  erUtenoe  of  daver^r  in 
a  portion  of  tibe  ^ates  (tf  thifl  oonfederaoj,  hy 
permitting  daTSB  to  be  ennmerated  in  appor- 
tloolBg  representatives  on  the  floor  of  Oon- 
grees^  ETery  attempt  made  by  citizens  of  the 
non-^Teholding  States  to  diatarb  the  rights 
of  our  neighbors  to  this  spedes  of  property  diar 
tracts  the  peace  of  the  country  and  endangers 
the  existence  of  the  Union. 

It  is  ocmtended  that  Congress  has  ezolnsiTe 
legislation  over  the  Disbriot  of  Oolnmbia.  If 
that  be  granted,  it  is  but  a  delegated  and  limit- 
ed power, '  not  original,  derivative.  Slavery 
existed  ^  Vir^nia,  Maryland,  and  other  States, 
before  federal.  constitutioQ  was  adt^tted: 
alavny  then  bdfuiged  mdnrively  to  the  Beraral 
States,  and  there  u  still  remans;  th^  enter- 
ing  into  llie  Vmaa.  did  not  yi^  to  the  Federal 
Government  any  right  to  interfere  with  the 
gneation  of  slavery  within  the  States  or  in  this 
Distifot  The  States  of  Virginia  and  ICaryhind 
ceded  to  the  Federal  Oovemment  this  ten  miles 
•qnare,  called  the  Diatriot  of  Oolnmbia,  for  a 
seat  of  Government,  and  granted  to  Oongress 
ezdorive  legislative  powers  over  it  for  that 
parpose.  This  power  was  given  to  Oongress 
by  tiie  States  for  apeoial  purposes,  and  is  umit- 
ed,  from  the  venr  natore  of  the  grant.  Oon- 
gress cannot  abolish  the  right  of  trial  by  jory, 
abridge  the  liberty  of  Hie  vnn,  nor  eatablish 
a  national  church,  in  this  JMstrict,  any  more 
thui  in  any  of  the  States ;  sor  do  I  believe 
that  C3ongren  has  a  right  to  Interfere  with 
davery  in  the  District,  while  Virf^nla  and 
Uuyland  o(mtinne  to  be  dave  States. 

Were  it  possible  that  the  petitioners  conld 
effect  tbdr  object,  and  aboUsn  slavery  in  the 
IMstrict  of  Oolnmbia,  they  would  erect  a  re- 
ceptable  in  the  midst  of  two  slaveholding  States 
for  fanatics,  abolitionists,  and  nmaway  slaves 
who  woold,  from  their  stronghold  here,  ^read 
diautisfaction,  death,  and  deatmction,  through 
tiie  surrounding  coon  try.  Oonld  tae  States 
who  ceded  the  District  have  antidpoted  snch 
a  result,  they  never  would  have  ceded  it  to  tiie 
United  States.  Mr.  T.  said  he  was  hi^pv  in 
bdng  able  to  state  to  tiie  Senate  tiiat  there 
were  bat  tldrbr-three  namea  rigned  to  these 
petitions,  and  that  he  hoped  and  believed  that 
there  waa  but  a  amall  portion  of  his  conatitu- 
ttiSs  in  favor  of  the  course  that  the  petitiwers 
recommended ;  tiiat  be  tiiougbt  it  was  best  to 
meet  this  question  ^rly ;  and,  taking  the  SDg- 
gestion  of  an  honorable  Senator  from  Yir^nia, 
not  now  here,  (Mr.  Tyler,)  he  would  move  to 
retisr  these  petitions  to  the  Oommittee  for  the 
District  of  Oolombta.  Let  that  committee  ^ve 
na  a  report  tiiat  will  present  a  foil  and  fair  view 
of  the  suljeat  This,  he  thought,  would  quiet 
tiie  public  mind.  This  coarse  was  adopted  some 
years  ago,  when  Ooogna  waa  evemm  witii 
petiti(niBforBt(^i|ringtaemailonSandagr.  The 
memorials  were  rdtered  to  the  appropriate 
oommittee,  and  one  able  report  from  the  chair- 


man  of  the  e(nnmittee  had  put  that  exciting  sub- 
ject to  rest,  as  he  hoped,  forever. 

Mr.  OuMovs  exiKesBed  the  hope  that  a  qoea- 
tioa  would  be  made  on  .the  reoeption  of  tlu 
petititms.  He  Insisted  that,  if  an  objection 
should  be  made  to  the  reception  of  a  petition, 
it  was  the  rule,  and  for  for^  years  had  been 
the  practice  of  the  Senate,  to  toke  the  vote  of 
reception,  without  a  motion  not  to  receive. 
He  read  the  rule  on  this  point,  which  stated 
that  if  there  was  a  cry  of  tiie  House  to  re- 
onve,  and  no  objection  should  be  made,  or  if 
the  HooBO  were  silent,  the  reception  would 
take  place  of  course.  Otherwise,  a  vote  must 
be  taken  on  Its  reception.  Mr.  0.  said  he  had 
in  vun  Indsted  on  tois  at  the  last  session.  He 
hoped  tite  Qhair  wonld  now  sustain  the  rula^ 
bejbre  Mr.  0.  would  be  compelled  to  move  a 
ncm-receptioQ. 

[An  extended  discosrion  now  took  place,  In  wfaldi 
Messrs.  Calhoon,  Ewlng,  Tipton,  Honis,  Sirift, 
Omnd^,  White,  Bndianan,  HnUMcd,  Bayard,  Davis, 
Klivof  Oeoigia,  Sonfliaid,  FnstoB^  Webster,  GuOi- 
bert,  lUves,  and  Wall,  took  put,  when—] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbabo,  the  motion  to 
ree^ve  the  memnial  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

TsASL— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
BoAmum,  Oftlhotin,  Cla^rton,  Guthbert,  Dsns,  Fulton, 
Gnmd7,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Eiog  of  Alabuno,  King  of 
Oew^  Linn,  Lyon,  Hoore,  Kicbolas,  Korvell,  Fag^ 
Preston,  Bivea,  Robinflon,  Bugles,  Sevier,  ^tence, 
Staangs,  Walker,  White,  Wright— 3  L 

Kats.— Mem.  Clay,  Davis,  Ewiag  of  Ohio,  Hen-  ■ 
dricks,  Knight,  Mnns,  Niles,  FrcmtlaL  BobUns, 
Southaid,  BviA,  l^ton.  Tondinson,  WaO,  Webster 
—IS. 

The  Senate  then  adjoumei 


TuBBDAT,  FebmaiT  7. 

MKdca—£epri»ali for  2f<m-3ati»faeHon  qf 
dlainu. 

The  following  Message  was  received  item  the 
Presideiit  of  the  United  States. 

ntheBtnaUi^iheVMUadataUa: 

Xt  the  be^nnJi^  of  this  sesskm,  OoDgress  was  fai- 
fotmed  thai  our  dums  apon  Kexko,  had  not  been 
aborted,  but  that,  notwithstanding  the  irritating  ef- 
fect  upon  her  ooandls  of  the  movements  in  Texaa, 
I  hoped,  by  great  fOTbewance,  to  avoid  tbe  necessity 
of  a^in  Inii^iu  the  sotgect  ot  them  to  your  notke. 
That  hopehaa  been  disappointed.  Haring  hividn 
urged  nprni  that  Government  tbe  joatioei^thoBedafaDB^ 
and  my  indispensaUe  obligation  to  Inrist  thai  there 
dunild  be  "  no  further  delay  In  the  acknowledgment, 
if  not  in  tbe  ledress  of  the  injuries  complied  of," 
my  duty  requires  that  the  whole  snli^ect  tthonld  be 
presented,  aa  tt  now  la,  for  the  actint  of  Congress, 
whose  exdndve  right  itia  to  decide  on  tbe  further 
of  redreaa  to  be  employed.  The  length  of 
time  aktoe  aooMOf  the  iaiuries  have  been  oooamlttad, 
the  repeated  and  anavmulng  applications  for  redreaa, 
Am  wanton  dianoterof  seme  of  the  ontngea  190a 
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the  pnipartf  and  pcMcmi  of  our  ddwu,  i^on  ^ 
offloen  udfligof  Om  UbUmI  Sum,  htdqwDdent  <tf 
leoent  [nmlta  to  UiiB  Gorenunent  and  pe<xde  by  the 
hta  extraordinary  Hexican  minister,  voold  jDstii^, 
in  ^  eyes  of  all  nations,  immediate  war.  Tlut 
remftdy,  however,  should  not  be  used  by  Just  and 
generous  natiooik  confiding  In  tb^  Btrength,  for  in- 
Jnilai  oommltted.  If  b  can  be  hon<Hably  avoided ; 
and  it  lua  occurred  to  me  that,  eonatdering  the  pres- 
ent embarrassed  condition  of  that  conntiy,  we  should 
act  with  both  wisdom  and  moderation,  by  giving  to 
Kexloo  one  more  opportunity  to  atone  for  the  past, 
before  we  take  redress  into  our  own  bands.  To 
wSA  all  misconception  on  the  part  of  Kexico,  as 
well  as  to  protect  oar  own  national  character  tram 
r^Roadi,  tUs  opportunity  should  be  given,  with  the 
avowed  design  and  full  preparation  to  take  immedi- 
ate satia&ction  if  it  should  not  be  obtained  on  a  re- 
petition of  the  demand  for  it  To  this  end,  I  recom- 
mend that  an  act  be  passed  authorizing  rej^issls,  and 
the  use  of  the  naval  force  of  the  Umted  States,  by 
On  Exeeattre,  against  Mexico,  to  enfime  tbeai,  in 
Ae  erent  of  a  nsnsal,  by  the  Ifexkan  Government, 
to  come  to  an  amicable  a4i*i'(>i>6°t  of  the  matters  in 
oontiov^sy  between  ns,  up(m  snotfier  demand  there- 
of made  from  on  broad  one  of  oor  vessels  of  war  on 
the  coast  of  Kexioo. 

The  documents  herewith  transmitted,  with  those 
•ectnopanying  my  messsge  in  answer  to  a  call  of 
the  HoBse  of  Repreaentativea  of  the  Ifth  ultimo, 
iritl  eoaUe  Congress  to  Jo^  of  ttieno[v!e^or  the 
coarse  heretofore  punned,  and  to  dedde  npo^the 
aecesri^  of  that  now  recommended.  * 

If  these  views  should  fidl  to  meet  the  concurrence 
Congress,  and  that  body  be  able  to  find  in  the 
condition  of  af&irs  between  the  two  countries,  as  dis- 
closed by  the  acccnnpanyiiu  docnmenta,  with  those 
referred  to,  any  weU-gromuied  rawDua  to  hope  that 
an  at^iustment  of  the  contnmnj  between  mm  can 
be  eflboted  without  a  resort  to  the  measures  I  have 
Mt  H  my  duty  to  recommend,  they  may  Iw  assured 
of  my  eoK)peration  in  any  other  coune  that  shall  be 
domed  hononUe  and  proper. 

WiSHmrro*,  FAntary  «,  IBSf. 

Tbn  ICessAge  wu  ordered  to  ^M  printed  with 
the  ocoompanying  docnments,  and  reared  to 
the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Edlationa. 

JJ3>eraHo%  of  AmericanA  SkM$  Sy  Sri^  A«- 
thariiim  while  jtamnfffivm  mu  VnUml  8tatm 

Port  to  another. 

A  resolntion  offered  by  Ur.  Oalhoch,  eaSing 
on  the  President  for  information  in  r^ard  to 
the  ag^resrion  committed  by  the  authorities  of 
Bermada  on  a  Soathem  Tessel,  freif^ted  with 
daves,  which  was  driven  by  distress  into  t^e 
porta  <d  Bermuda^  coming  np  for  oonddera- 

Kr.  (UxBomr  observed  that  the  oases  referred 
to  in  tiie  resolntitm  presented  one  frf  greiU;- 
est  ontrases  ever  committed  on  tiie  rights  of 
Indindnab  br  a  civilized  power.  The  resola- 
tion  proposed  to  ask  from  the  President  copies 
of  any  correspondence  that  may  have  t&km 
place  witii  the  British  Goreniment  retative  to 
the  seimre,  \sj  the  British  anthtHities^  of  the 
dETes  who  were  carried  as  paaseiven  in  two 


AnwwUaw  Teasels.  One  of  these  Tessela  had 
s^Ied  fk«m  Wilmmgton,  in  the  State  of  North 
Oarolina,  fat  Kew  Orleaoa,  having  on  hoard 
some  atares,  the  propoly  of  a  gentleman  re- 
moving from  that  State  to  the  State  of  Misais- 
sippi ;  and  she  was  wreaked  near  New  Provi- 
denoe,  where  the  ^vea  were  forcibly  seized 
and  detained.  The  Legifilature  of  North  Caro- 
lina had,  in  oonseqaenoe,  expressed  their  dis- 
approbation of  BQch  nnwairantable  condnct, 
and  nnammoQsIy  passed  resolntiona  caUing  upon 
the  General  QoTeramenttoinatitntean  inquiry 
into  the  matter.  The  oUier  case  was  that  of  a 
vessel  bonnd  from  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Oolombia,  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 
Having  met  with  very  stormy  weatJlier,  she  was 
forced  into  the  port  of  Bermuda,  where  the 
British  authorities  took  poeseseion  of  the  slaves^ 
and  set  them  at  liber^.  He  insisted  that  there 
was  not  a  dearer  constitational  question  than 
tiiat  a  veasel  sailing  from  one  part  of  the 
United  States  to  another  was  aa  free  from 
search  as  the  territory  of  the  United  Statea 
itself ;  and  whai  a  veasel  waa  forced  by  stresa 
of  weather  into  a  foreign  port,  elie  was  entitled 
to  comnuaeration  on  aoconnt  of  her  utnation. 
The  dume  of  hnmaoi^,  he  held,  were,  In'aaoh 
cases,  to  be  aaperadded  to  the  lawa  <tf  nationa 
These  points  beii«  ao  etear,  he  was  astcnudied 
tiiat  oatrages  vi  tou  kind  had  been  oommltted 
for  the  last  three  years.  He  did  not  donbt  for 
a  moment,  bnt  that  the  Execntive  had  done 
hia  duty,  and  exercised  hia  aoonstomed  id^- 
lanoe,  in  reference  to  these  matters.  Bnt  stilt 
he  (Mr.  C.)  was  at  a  loss  to  peroeive  how  It 
happened,  after  such  a  IwM  of  time,  that  the 
slaves  had  not  been  restored,  nor  an^  compensa- 
tion  made  to  the  owners.  Now,  this  resolation 
he  had  introdaced  for  the  poipose  of  getting 
ioformation  on  the  anbject,  ana  in  order  that 
joatioe  might  be  done  to  onr  dtuena.  , 
At  the  so^^esticm  (tf  Ifr.  Obdhdt, 
Mr.  Calhodn  modified  his  restdattoo,  so  as 
to  Insert  in  it  the  words  "  provided  the  Pnn- 
dent  does  not  deem  it  inoompatlUe  with  the 
pnWo  interests:"  and  liie  residatifloi,  thns 
amended,  was  aac^ted. 

DitMbuOon^  Boola. 
Hie  rescdatiw  authorizing  the  distribution, 
among  the  new  Senators,  of  luneteen  oopiea 
of  the  American  State  Fapera,  published  br 
Ueasrs.  Galea  &  Seaton,  ocumng  np  for  oonsia- 
eration— 

Hr.  Eoro,  of  Georgia^  moved  to  r^br  It  to 
the  Committee  on  the  library. 

Ifr.  PusTov  oUeoted  to  tlie  motion.  It  was 
a  queetion,  he  said,  of  mere  distribution ;  and, 
if  an  inquiry  beyond  that  were  Instituted,  it 
did  not  properly  belong  to  the  lilnvrj  Com- 
mittee. 

Ur.  Gbukdt  was  opposed  to  any  referrace. 
A  oommittee  conld  do  nothing  to  asast  the 
Senate  on  the  subject. 

Ur.  Zinnr  suggeated  Om  propiietT  of  throw- 
ing all  anoh  doommentB  into  uw  ubrarjr.  He 
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Bud  he  was  perfeoU^  willing  to  do  bo  irith  his; 
ftod  would  make  a  motion  to  that  e&ct  to- 
morrow, unless  tome  other  Senator  wonld 

do  BO. 

Ur.  SinsR  BBii  that,  if  this  resolntion  should 
not  be  carried,  he  ehoold  vote  that  ^e  doon- 
ments  in  the  possession  of  the  older  members 
sho^  be  rutored. 

Mr.  Rugous  said  that  tiiose  ooold  not  be 
ncoTered  whioh  had  bem  carried  away,  and 
acnne  ot  the  Senators  wonld  be  xm willing  to 
restore  what  the^r  had  received.  He  thought 
it  was  best  to  serve  all  alike.  It  had  been  said 
that  it  was  stolen  property.  If  it  were  bo,  he 
was  disposed,  like  the  Senator  from  Arkansas, 
(Mr.  Bbvieb,)  in  regard  to  the  publio  lands,  to 
take  his  share  of  the  spdlsj  whatever  might  be 
hereafter.. 

Hr.  BsHTON  suggested  two  amendments  to  the 
resolution :  first,  to  strike  all  ont,  and  direct  the 
members  who  had  received  snch  doonments  to 
restore  them  j  and  if  that  should  ML  he  would 
then  move  tioat  the  Secretary  should  get  the 
doooments  at  the  lowest  in^oe  for  widch  they 
could  be  obt^ned.  He  wotdd  also  move  here- 
after that  each  Senator  should  be  fimished 
with  the  le^slative  history  of  the  time  during 
which  he  should  remain  in  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  WiXKUt,  the  resolution 
was  laid  on  fhe  table. 


■Wbdussdat,  February  8. 

Countmff  Vettt/or  Frendent  and  Vice  iVwfi- 
dmi     the  UniUad  atatn—EUethn  <^  Viet 

A  message  was  received  from  tiie  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  that  the  House  were  ready  to 
proceed  to  count  the  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  accordingly  acyoumed  to  the  hall 
of  the  House. 

The  Seuato  having  returned  to  their  cham- 
ber, and  the  President  resumed  the  chair — 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Gbundt,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  for  the  flf>pointment  of  a  Joint  com- 
mittee, to  w^t  on  Mabtin  Yah  Sqbxn,  aud 
inform  him  of  his  election  as  President.  And 
Hr.  Gbuhdt  was  iqipointed  by  the  Chair  to 
act  Ml  ih»  part  <tf  the  Senate, 

Ifr.  GsmniT,  then,  from  the  joint  committee 
on  the  election,  r^xnrted  a  jHreamUe  and  reso- 
Inti<m,  stating  that  no  election  <rf  Vice  Presi- 
dent c£  the  united  States  had  been  made  by 
the  collie  of  electors ;  that  Bichard  H.  John- 
son, <rf  ^ntacky,  and  Francis  Granger,  of  Kew 
Tone,  were  the  highest  on  the  list  of  persons 
voted  for ;  and  resolving  that  the  Senate  do 
now  proceed  to  elect  one  of  these  gentlemen 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
Beoators  give  their  voten.  viva  voce^  m  •their 
places,  on  the  call  of  the  Secretary. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate 
IHToeeeded  to  vote  according,  tbo  result  (tf 
which  was  aa  ftdlows : 


Fob  Eichabd  H.  Johksoh. 


Hr.  Benton,  of  Ho. 
Black,  of  Hiss. 
Brown,  of  N,  0. 
Bnohanan,  of  Penn. 
Onthbert,  of  Ga. 
Dana,  of  H^na. 
Ewing,  of  Blinds. 
Lyon,  of  Michigan. 
MoKean,  of  Penn, 
Moore,  of  Alabama. 
Morris,  of  Ohio. 
Houton,  of  La. 
Nicholas,  of  La, 
Niles,  of  Oonn. 
Norvell,  of  Hich. 
Page,  ot  N.  Hamp. 
Fwker,  of  Va. 


Hr.  ^^llton,  of  Ark. 
Grundy,  of  Teun. 
Hendricks,  of  In. 
Hubbard,  of  N.  H. 
King,  of  Alabama. 
£ing,  of  Georgia, 
linn,  (tf  HissoniL 
TUves,  of  Vii^nik 
Bobinson,  of  llL 
Bailee,  of  Hune. 
Sevier,  of  Art. 
Strange,  of  N.  C. 
Talhnadge,  of  N".  Y. 
Upton,  of  Indiana. 
'Walker,  of  Miss. 
Wright,  of  N.  T. 


Fob  Fkaxoib  Gbangzb. 
Hr.  Bayud,  of  Del     Hi-.  Frentisa,  of  Yt. 
CSay,  of  Eentndcy. 
Olaytoa,  of  Dd. 
OrittfflideD,  of  Ky. 
Davis,  of  Mass. 
Ewing,  of  Ohia 
Kent,  of  Maryland. 
Knight,  of  E.  L 


Bobbina,  of  B.  L 
Sotttliud,  of  N.  J. 

BpencQ,  ca  Hd. 
Swift,  of  YermontL 
Tomlinson,  of  Oomu 
Wall,  of  N.  Jeraey. 
Webster,  of  Mass. 


The  Pre^dent  of  the  Senate  (Hr.  Kino,  of 
Alabama)  then  rose  and  {nxiolidmed  tiie  rmlt 
oS  the  election,  as  follows : 

The  whole  nnmber  of  Benston  6t  Ae  United 

States  is        •         -         -         •  6S 

Hijoritf  necessary  to  a  choice  -         -  2T 

Qnonun  required  by  tiie  constitution   -  86 

Whole  nnmber  of  Senators  present      -  49 

For  Bibhard  H.  Johnson,  of  Kentuo^,  -  88 

For  IVanda  Granger,  of  New  Y<n]^    -  Id 

From  whidi  it  appears  that  "BAmaxt  H.  Joinr- 
sozr,  having  the  votoa  of  a  minority  of  the 
whole  number  of  Senators,  as  required  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  duly  elect- 
ed ;  and  I  therefore  declare  that  Biohabo  H. 
JomraoH,  ci  Kentnoky,  has  been  chosen  by  the 
Senate,  in  pnrsaance  of  the  provisions  contained 
in  the  constitution,  Yice  Prendent  of  the 
United  States  for  four  years,  oommendng  with 
the  4th  da^  of  Haroh,  1687. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Gbundt,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  Inform  Kiohasd  M.  Johnsok  of  1^ 
election;  and  the  CSiair  was  anthorized  to 
appoint  the  manbw  thereof  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  WbbsibBi 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

TkuBSDAT,  Eebroary  9. 

SUxmy  in  the  I>i9trict  nf  ChlunAia. 

Hr.  SwDT  presented  the  petition  of  inhaU* 
tenta  of  the  town  of  Gengb,  in  tike  State  of 
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Vermont,  praTing  the  abolition  of  slaverj  and 
the  slave  trade  in  the  Dietrict  of  OolumMa. 

Hr.  S.  moved  to  refer  that  put  of  the  peti- 
tiot  which  rdatee  to  the  alava  trade  to  the 
Oommittee  for  the  Disbiot  of  Odnmbia,  re- 
markinff  that  he  believed  the  qnestioii  on  this 
BoMact  bad  not  been  ^stinotlv  med. 

Mr.  Bbovn  moved  to  lajr  this  motion  on  the 
table ;  which  was  accordingly  ordered,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Swirr,  as  foUows : 

Tus.— Ueflsrs.  Bftyard,  Brown,  BochuaD.  Csl- 
honn,  OaTtoo,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Dlinds, 
Fulton,  Grimdy,  Habbwd,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Qeoigia,  Lyon,  iCoor^  NliAoUa,  Norrell, 
I'restoa,  BobinBon,  Buggies,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  White,  Wright^26. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Hendricks,  Knight,  UcLean,  Nllet, 
Prentiss,  Bobtuns,  Soathard,  Smft,  Upton,  Wall, 
Webatei^ll. 

OemiM  iffOs  PubUo  Laadt, 

Hr.  Oai^tth  introdnoed  as  a  aabstanttve 
pn^)omtioD,  and  in  form  of  a  UU,  the  amend- 
ment he  had  the  day  before  moved  to  the  land 
bill:  which* proposes  a  oeesion  <^  the  pablic 
lan^  on  oertmn  conditions  therdm  SMraifled, 
'to  the  Stat^  respectively,  in  which  they  lie. 
It  was  read  once,  and,  by  uumimoos  omsent, 
received  ite  second  reading. 

Mr.  Oalhottn  said  that  he  wished  it  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  PabUo  LandL  or 
to  a  select  oommittee,  as  the  Senate  might 
chooee. 

Mr.  RoBDmoK  moved  to  reftr  tiw  bill  to  a 
■deot  committee.  The  Oommittee  ca.  Public 
laoda  were  dready  bnrdened  with  hnrfneM, 
and  he  was  d^nras  that  the  Senator  from 
Sooth  Oaroluia  should  have  an  (WXHlanity  oi 
presenting  bis  wh<^  views  om.  the  snl^ject  In 
ibafyrmct  a  report 


XtoAT,  Febnury  10. 

Election  qfPr«Hdmt. 

Mr.  OmmnT,  from  the  joint  oommittee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  Hon.  MAsmr  Yas  Bu- 
BSN,  and  inform  him  that  he  has  been  elected 
Pi«^ent  of  the  United  States,  reported  that 
they  had  performed  the  dn^  asdgned  to  them, 
and  had  received  for  answer  that  he  dedred  to 
express  the  gratefdl  sense  that  he  entertained 
of  the  diatlngoished  h<mor  which  his  fellow- 
dtizens  had  oonferred  on  him ;  and  requested 
fhem  to  assure  their  Teq>ective  Houses  that 
they  mi^t  rely  on  his  nnoeaslng  endeavtmi  to 
oceonte  the  reqHMuible  tnisb  which  devdved 
on  him,  in  a  manner  most  oondadve  to  the 
pttblio  interost 

Fundi  BeeehdbU  hy  the  Fedtral  Treamiry  in 
Pa^/mmt  far  P^IU6  Landtt  OiaUm  Mouae 
DtUiea  ofM  other  Duet. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  ooiuideration 
of  the  bill  to  deilgnate  and  limit  the  kinds  of 
fimda  receivable  fin-  the  pnbUe  revenue. 


[FfenvAKT,  1887. 

Mr.  HrBBAKD  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  requiring  the  r^^sters  and  receivers  to 
receive  the  same  scrip  m  payment  fox  the  pnbUe 
lands  as  heret(^ore. 

Mr.  OLkr  remarked  that  Qie  bOl  in  Its  preemt 
form  left  the  Treasury  order  nnresdnded,  the 
sut^ect  of  ^t  order  being  still  wholly  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
He  had  an  amendment  therefore  to  offer, 
which,  if  accepted  by  Mr.  Hubbasd  as  a  part 
of  his,  and.  adopted  by  the  Senate,  would  re- 
concile him  to  the  biU.  This  amendment  de- 
clared that  it  was  not  lawful  for  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  make  any  disciiminalion  in 
the  funds  so  receivable  as  public  revenue. 

Mr.  HcBBAHD  accepted  this  addition  to  his 
amendment ;  which  amendment,  so  amended, 
was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  thtti  passed,  the  Allowing 
vote: 

Tkab. — ^Messrs.  BUk^,  Brown,  Bncbaniin,  C&y, 
ClsTton,  Crittenden,  Cnthbcrt,  I^na,  Davis,  Ewlng 
of  Illhiois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Gnmdy,  Hm- 
dridks,  Hubbard,  K«nt,  Bjek  of  Alabama,  King  of 
OeoTgia,  Knight,  Hcl^an,  ICoore,  mdiotas,  Viles, 
Norrell,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Preston,  lUves, 
BoUiins,  BoUnson,  Sefier,  SonOiard,  Swift,  TaU- 
madge,  Tipton,  Tanlmstn,  Walto,  Wall,  Wdnte]^ 
WWte— 41. 

Nats.— Meaan.'  Benton,  linn,  Horris,  Bogies, 

Wrij^it-*. 


Satuedat,  February  11. 

FtM  Prttidmt  elect. 

Mr.  GBunDT,  from  the  Joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  htHiorable  Riohabd  M. 
Johnson^  of  Kenta<^y,  and  inform  him  that  he 
had  been  elected  by  the  Senate  to  the  office 
of  Vice  President  of  tiie  United  States,  reported 
that,  on  Saturday  last,  they  had  performed  that 
duty,  and  had  received  the  following  letter, 
whl(^  tbey  were  requested  to  present  to  the 
Senate: 

TathtSmaUcfthe  UnitedStatu: 

QENTLxicEir:  I  liave  received,  with  no  ordinary 
emotions,  the  notioe,  through  your  ODnmdttee,  of  my 
election  to  the  office  of  Vice  Presid«it  o(  the  United 
States  by  the  Senate.  I  accept  ttie  station  asrigned 
me.  This  token  of  regard  from  the  representatives 
of  the  States  will  ever  be  bdd  hi  gnteftd  reccdleetton. 
Pennit  me  to  tender  you  my  dnoere  thanks. 

Observing  that  jour  dedidon  is  in  harmony  with  a 
mqority  of  the  States  and  a  moiety  of  all  die  elec- 
tors in  tiie  primary  colleges,  my  gratification  Is 
h^^tened,  from  the  conviction  that  the  Senate,  In 
the  exerdse  oi  their  OHistitntioQal  praogalive,  ctm- 
curred  with  and  confirmed  the  iridies  both  of  the 
States  and  the  people.  Called,  hi  vhtne  of  this  pre- 
ferment, to  preside  in  the  delibmUona  of  yotxr  en- 
lightened body,  from  and  after  the  Sd  of  Haroh  next, 
pennft  me  to  make  use  of  this  opportunity  to  say 
that  I  cannot'  fee)  hteoiriUe  to  difflcnltieB  ^lidli  I 
moat  anticipate,  and  the  freqoent  oooarioD  I  may 
have  for  your  forbearance.  Tbonrii  for  thirty  years 
a  aenber  <tf  one  or  tiie  oAer  of  tte  two  HooMi  of 
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fJooffxm,  yet  I  bare  nmr  been  MooMomed  to  pre- 
side, eren  tempwirily,  over  dtbo',  or  in  aor  ddlb- 
Mttive  usembly.  Hy  attentioa  hia  geDerally  been 
1111)11  uflMd  the  more  immediate  acta  of  legidation, 
vwiout  qtedal  r^jard  to  tho  minuteDesB  of  niles  and 
orders,  m  necessary  to  tiie  progreas  of  butdnesa.  «id 
fo  impartauk  for  the  observance  of  H»  preaidli^ 
offioer. 

ContempIaUns  the  character  of  my  diatingaiahed 
predeoeonn;  oonaidertng  my  defldai«y  in  point 
of  t^Mit,  and  the  want  at  ezperienoe  fiir  ne  qipro- 
priatedotiea  of  ^8titioa,itiBimpoflribleA)riiieto 
oreroome  entirdy  the  diffldenoe  with  iriildi  I  meet 
this  ci^  of  my  feUow-dtizezw.  Bnt  this  refleodoil 
trill  always  oonaole  me,  that  any  errors  on  my  part 
will  elfoct  me  perBonally  rather  than  the  pnblio ;  the 
lutelQgeDoe  of  the  Senate  will  goard  the  oonntry  ircon 
any  iiyory  tiliat  nugbt  result  ntun  the  imperfectiona 
of  its  predding  offlco'.  and  its  magnanimity  will  cover 
these  imperfections  with  the  veil  of  diarity.  Li  this 
conclusion,  I  find  a  warrant  In  contempladng  among 
the  members  of  your  body  so  many  Memls  wiu 
whom  I  hare  been  assodated  in  public  life.  Zt  Is 
only  in  die  event  of  an  equal  division  oC  the  Sraiate 
that  the  preriding  officer  is  called  npon  to  ^re  his 
vote.  My  hc^MU,  that  there  may  be  alw^  suffl- 
deut  miaidiidty  to  promnt  sudi  a  cootfamnqr.  If, 
howerer,  H  ahould  bappea,  this  duty  will  be  fiunlUar 
to  me,  and  I  shall  perform  It  without  emiMxnuHment 
In  exerdsii^  tl^  power,  I  shall  expect  the  same  in- 
di^ieikoe  th^  I  hare  ever  eztmded  to  othws,  idiMe 
dmSrenoes  of  oi^nlott  existed. 

To  the  Soiate.  tbo  most  impcotant  trusts  are  com- 
mitted.  bs  datiee  are  leriswtre^  executive,  and,  in 
certain  oontin^des,  juHldaL  As  dtliens,  every 
bnmch  of  our  Government  is  dear  to  us ;  but,  from 
my  more  immediate  relation  to  this,  by  your  <»ioice, 
I  shall  r^ard  it  witii  special  interest  It  stands  pre- 
eminent m  talent  and  diaracter.  In  presiding  over 
Us  deliber&tioDB,  it  sbaB  be  my  effort  to  act  with  per- 
fect renect  and  impartiali^  towards  every  nwn^ier, 
■ad  endeavor,  by  uat  coone  of  condnc^  to  meitt 
the  npnbation  of  all 

B.  K  JOHHSON. 
'  Out  or  WAaantorov,  Feb.  10, 1887. 

Oeatum  nf  the  PMia  Zmdt. 

The  btn  (Hr.  Oalhouit's)  to  cede  the  trablio 
lands,  on  oratoiu  conditions,  to  the  new  States, 
oame  np  in  its  order  for  a  second  reading. 

The  oonstitationaUtT  and  expediency  of  this 
oesrioQ  vas  disonssed  by  Messrs.  Oalhouh, 
Hubbjlbd,  Nobwx,  Wkbstkb,  Skvub,  "Waxkke, 
NiLBB,  BoBiHSON,  SotnrstASD,  TiFTOH,  and  Bu- 
ohauan,  when  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table, 
by  the  following  vote : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  BncAutnan,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Dana,  Swing  of  Ohio,  Hnbbard, 
Kent,  En^ritt,  inies,  I>ge,  ^Aer,  Fran^  Kve^ 
Bobbins,  Bnn^  Sot^luvd,  Spenee,  Stniu^  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  TomUnion,  Wall»  Wdntw,  Wright— 
S6. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Benton,  Blade,  Oalhonn,  Ewing 
«f  BlhUHS,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King  of  Ala- 
bWH^  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Monton,  Nicbt^,  Nor- 
v^^Trgton,  BotHOSon,  Sevier,  i^pton,.  Walker, 

Th«  Senate  fhw  proceeded  to  takB.vp  a  bUl 


making  provision  for  the  collection  of  mate- 
rials and  the  purchase  of  sites  for  certain  forti- 
flctUilons  therein  deugnated.  [It  ^propriatea 
about  a  milluHi  and  a  half  of  dollars  to  these 
objectsj 

Kr.  OBrrraKiOK  demanded  fiuther  infmnar 
tiw  In  reCBrenoe  to  tiie  neoesdty  of  these  work% 
the  estimates  upon  which  the  appropriations 
were  fomided,  and  the  total  expense  of  com- 
pleting t^e  works  for  which  this  bill,  ttpprf^ 
prlatai^g  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  pro- 
posed only  to  make  preparation. 

Kr.  Bentov,  cbaimian  of  the  IGlitary  Com- 
mittee, who  had  reported  the  bill,  stated,  in 
reply,  that  it  was  identioally  the  same  bill 
which  had  passed  the  Senate  at  the  lastseaskm. 
The  Senator  was,  therefore,  in  poBsesBtcn  of 
foil  information 'in  regard  to  it. 

Kr.  SouTHABD  opposed  the  bill  in  most  of 
its  featores.  It  was  a  carrying  ont  of  the  i^an 
which  had  been  laid  down  by  Gauwal  Bernard. 
And  thoDffh  the  soheme  of  dsfenoe  by  £nrtifl- 
cationa  jnimieed  by  that  odebrated  enj^eep 
mi^t  have  Deen,  wisely  adiqited  to  the  state  ct 
the  oonntry  at  that  period,  its  condition  had 
unce  beea  so  greatiy  dianged,  by  the  increase 
of  its  popnlatioQ  and  the  aopnentation  of  its 
power,  that  many  of  the  features  of  the 
were  no  longer  neoessary,  and  might  advan- 
tageously be  dispensed  with.  The  improve- 
ments which  had  been  made  in  the  means  for 
transportation  of  the  munitions  of  war  rendered 
it  now  a  comparatively  easy  thing  to  concen- 
trate lan;8  bodies  of  tiie  nmitia  at  any  point 
that  might  be  threatened  by  a  foe.  And  thus 
the  necessity  of  many  forts  otherwise  rei^nlsita 
was  superseded.  And  forts,  if  npt  judiciously 
located,  wete  not  only  of  no  valuable  service, 
bu^  owing  to  t^e  train  of  consequenoes  th^ 
drew  ^ter  them,  were  a  positive  evil. 

The  bill  being  on  its  passage, 

ICr.  Bmmat  demanded  the  yeaa  and  najs; 
whieh  were  taken,  as  iiollowa: 

YxAS. — Meanm.  Benton.  Budianan,  Dana,  Polton, 

Orandy,  Hobbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Ki^it, 
linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  mies,  Norvdl,  Ive, 
IkM^  Rngglee,  Sevier,  Btnnge,  TaUmadgs,  'Bp- 
ton,  TomUnscm,  Walker,  WaU,  Wr^;fat— 2ft.  • 

Natb.— Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Moore,  ProotiH,  Bobtnson,  Southard,  Spenoe,  Swift, 
Webster,  White— IS. 


IfoNDAT,  February  18. 
Trade  vi^£dgiiim. 

Ur.  BtroHAKAir,  from  the  Committee  on 
Fwdgn  Relations,  moved  that  tiie  Senate  ent- 
Bsdu*  a  bill  from  the  Honse,  respecting  the 
duties  on  Bel^an  vessels  and  their  eai^joee. 
The  bill  having  been  taken  vp. 

Hi.  Buohakan  briefly  explained  its  ol^ect 
By  the  act  of  1824^  this  Goveniment  had 
offered  to  all  nations  to  receive  their  products 
in  their  own  vessels  on  the  same  trams  as  they 
shoidd  receive  oar  products  in  onr  venels. 
Holland  had  refosed  these  tana,  and  imposed 
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a  dtaoiimnating  dn^r  of  ten  per  cent,  in  &Tor 
of  their  own  vessels.  We  mi^t,  acoor^ng  to 
the  piindples  of  that  act,  have  done  the  same, 
as  a  ooTinterrailing  measure,  in  ftvor  of  oor  own 
navigation;  bnt  as,  notwitbstanding  the  dn^ 
<rir  ten  per  cent,  oor  own  navigation  oontinned 
to  eiijor  almost  the  whole  of  the  trade  he- 
tweoi  Holland  and  the  United  States,  noOiIng 
ftutfaer  was  done,  and  the  veesda  of  Holland 
were  allowed  to  enter  oar  ports  on  the  same 
terms  wiUi  onr  own.  This  was  before  the 
separation  of  Belgimn  from  Holland ;  bat  after 
that  separation,  on  the  vesaelB  <^  B^om  pre- 
senting themselves  for  the  first  time  in  onr 
ports,  a  discriminating  dnty  was  demanded 
<tf  them,  although  none  was  demanded  from 
Bntofa  Bnk)9.  As  this  seemed,  a  hardship,  the 
present  bill  has  been  introdnoed,  in  order  to 
VBt  BeUtn  veasala  on  the  same  footing  with 
then  of  Holland.  A  proviso,  however,  was 
Snaerted  in  the  bill,  empowering  the  Preadent, 
whenorar  dnmnutanoes  should,  in  his  0{nnion, 
render  it  expedirait,  to  enforce  the  act  (H  1824 
against  both  Dntdi  and  Belgian  vessels. 

Hr.  Out  farther  explained  the  case,  con- 
firming the  statements  made  Mr.  Buohakait, 
of  whom,  however,  he  inqo^ed  whether  in- 
formation had  been  obtains  bj  him  as  to  the 
piesntt  projwrtion  between  Dntcih  and  Ameri- 
can navigation  employed  in  the  trade  with 
Holland,  as,  in  1680,  it  appeared  that  the  Dntch 
were  rather  gaining  npon  na. 

Ht.  Bvorasajs  repued  that  he  had  no^  bat 
tronld  make  llie  inqoiry  at  the  Deptrtment, 
and  hare  Uie  ftota  reii^  bjr  to-momrw. 

The  bin  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 


WxDirasDAT,  Febmary  16. 
Trade  mth  Selgiua. 
The  bill  respecting  the  disoriminating  dnties 
OD  Datoh  and  Belgian  vessels  and  tiidr  otigoes 
cxnniDg  np  on  its  passage — 

Ur.  BcoBANAiT  Bud  wsAf  when  this  bill  was 
before  the  Senate  yesterday,  he  had  ramnised 
to  asotftain  from  the  Department  the  ocaa- 
parativa  Mate  of  tlie  Dntdt  sod  American 
tmnage,  as  employed  in  the  HoUaad  trade 
dnring  the  past  year.  Be  had  done  bo  ;  -and 
tt  I4>peflxed  from  the  result  that  the  amount 
oS  Dntdi  tonoage  was  inoreasinK  rapidly  on  the 
American.  He  ^  not  know  wnether  this  was 
owing  to  the  ^soriminating  dnty  imposed  by 
the  Dutch  Goverameotin  favor  of  their  own 
Teasels  in  Dutch  ports,  or  not;  but  if  snch 
was  the  fiMjt,  then  the  proviricna  of  the  aot  of 
1^  should  be  iffomptly  applied  by  the  Execu- 
tive. Ur,  B.  then  read  the  following  statement : 
In  the  year  1884,  the  amount  m  American 
tonnage  in  this  trade  was  0a  round  num- 
bers)   17,000  tooa. 

IttlSSfi,    ....      16,000  " 
InlSM,    ....       6,600  " 
while  the  amounts  of  Dutch  tmnage,  on  the 
contrary,  had  praportkmably  <tlmiBlMwd 
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In  1684,  the  Doteb  tomugo  was  1,661  t<»a. 

In  1686,    -      .      -  ■  -       8,066  " 

In  1888,    -      -      -      -       6,401  »* 

We.  Out  s^d  that,  when  we  saw,  for  threo 
snccesdve  years,  a  regular  dimlmitionttf  Ameri- 
ca timnage,  and  a  regular  increase  (tf  the  comr 
peting  foreign  tonnage,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  both  results  proceeded  from  a  common 
cause.  The  aot  of  1824  prooeeded  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  entire  and  perfeot  reoiprodly.  That 
pnnoiple  had  been  departed  from  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Holland,  while  Belgimn  was  in 
union  with  Holland.  There  was  much  reason 
to  beHeve  that  the  present  relative  condition 
of  the  navigation  of  America  and  HoUand 
was  the  result  of  that  departure.  Under  those 
oironmstances,  it  seemed  that,  though  the  Sen- 
ate oould  not  wdl  refuse  to  ^ass  the  fseeeeni 
biU,  whioh  did  nothing  hot  put  Holland  and 
Belginm  on  the  same  fodtin^  Ae  Executive 
was  bound  to  enforce  Ha  pnmrions  of  the  aot 
of  1824  to  both  GorermncmtB,  ^  trusted  this 
would  be  done. 

Kr.  Davis,  who  had  not  been  present  when 
the  bill  was  introdnoed,  was  de^rons  that  the 
bill  ^oold  lie  over  for  one  day,  in  order  that 
he  mi|^t  have  an  opportunity  to  look  a  UtUe 
into  the  returns  staoog  ttie  existing  oonditdoa 
of  the  trade,  with  a  view  of  judging  of  the  true 
cause  of  the  present  state  of  thuigs.  Poeably 
this  ae^  mif^t  be  construed  aa  an  evidence  th«b 
this  Government  was  |ffepared  to  extend  the 
relaxation  of  the  prorinona  of  the  aot  of  1894^ 
though  he  was  very  sure  the  Souitor  who  in- 
trodnoed the  bin  had  no  such  intentirai. 

Hr.  BuoHUUH  oonouind  in  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  B«utor  fr^nn  Eentuo^,  and 
exidained  that  the  proviso  in  this  bill  had  been 
introdnoed  with  an  vxpnu  Ttew  to  enable  the 
President  to  wply  the  pro  visions  of  the  at^  of 
1824  to  both  Holland  and  Belgium. 

Mr.  Odthbxbt  oontended  that  the  true  stand- 
ard by  which  to  Judge  of  the  exisUug  indul- 
gence to  H(^Iand,  was  not  the  immediate  effect 
of  it  on  the  oomparatiTe  navigation  of  the  two 
countries,  but  its  effect  as  an  exampto  and  a 
preoedeut,  which  was  likely  to  induoe  (rthar 
nations  to  pursue  the  same  oourse  which  had 
been  adopted  by  the  Dntoh  Goranment. 

The  bill  was  passed. 

Satubdat,  February  18. 

Mr.  Bkrtos  i«eeented  the  credentials  of 
Hon.  Lewis  P.  Lnnr,  re-elected  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States  fbom  the  State  of  Missouri,  for 
six  yean  frwnand  after  th»  4th  of  March  next. 

Paptfr*  ^  Mr,  Madi$on, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bobbins,  the  jdnt  reaolo- 
Moa  anthorizing  the  purchase  of  the  mann- 
scripts  of  the  late  Pnsident  Hadimi,  wu 
taken  up  and  ocnridered. 

Mr.  BoBBnra  sidd :  I  oonrider  tills  work  of 
Mr.  Madison,  now  proposed  to  be javeD.  to  the 
world  und«'  the  patronage  of  thisOoremmenti 
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as  the  most  valuable  one  to  mankind  that  has 
appewed  since  the  dajs  when  Bacon  gave  to 
the  woHd  his  iVomm  Orgarum.  That  prodnoed 
that  revolntion  in  analjtics,  whioh  has  prodnced 
the  immense  saperiori^  of  the  moderna  over 
t^e  ancients  in  the  knowledge  of  nature,  and 
in  the  improvement  of  the  ocoidition  of  human 
life — the  nuit  of  that  knowledge.  With  Bacon 
it  was  a  mere  theory;  a.toeOTy,  however, 
which  he  fbndlj  .cherished,  and  oonMently 
b^eved  would  be  prolific,  as  it  has  been,  of 
the  most  magnificent  results ;  but  in  the  hwds 
<hF  Newton,  and  at  his  other  ^seiples  and  fol- 
lowers, it  became  a  practical  gmde  to  those 
Mtonieuing  dlsooveriea  which,  m  tbeir  conse- 

Suenoes,  have,  among  other  tilings,  converted 
tiose  elements  of  nature  before  supposed  to  be, 
-onlj  to  be  controlled  by^  the  same  almighty 
hand  whioh  formed  them,  into  the  ministers 
and  agents  of  man,  obedient  to  his  will,  and 
subservient  to  his  use.  It  has  enabled  man  \o 
draw  the  veil  from  the  face  of  nature ;  to  in- 
spect her  mechanism ;  and  to  avail  himself  ctf 
her  principles  for  the  augmentation  of  his  own 
power.  It  has  given  him  power  after  power ; 
and  la  still  going  on  to  give  him  power  upon 
power,  as  his  researches  go  on  in  exploring  her 
Doundless  fields,  and  in  making  discovery  upon 
diacoverj;  and  to  this  growing  increase  of 
human  power,  no  human  being  can  now  as»gn 
the  possible  limits.  True,  it  naa  not  enabled 
man,  as  it  was  fabled  of  him  by  the  poets  of 
old,  to  steal  the  fire  from  the  heavens ;  but  it 
has  enabled  him  to  do  more  and  better — it  has 
enabled  bim  to  become  an  bumble  pupil  in  the 
schod  of  the  Divine  Artist ;  and,  hj  studying 
his  models,  to  copy  hia  agenciea,  tiiough  at  the 
immeasurable  distance  which  sqnrates  a  finite 
from  the  infinite  being. 

Ai  this  Organnn  of  Baooa  has  been  the 
beaeon-Juht  to  mankind  to  ^ide  hijn  to  the 
true  philoeophy,  and  to  the  improvement  of 
his  physical  cmditioD.  so  will  this  work  of 
Madison,  as  I  trust  and  predict,  be  his  beacon- 
Hght  to  guide  him  to  the  trne  science  of  free 
government,  and  to  the  improvement  of  his 
political  condition.  The  scienoe  of  free  gov- 
oimient,  the  most  difficult  of  all  the  sciences, 
by  far  the  most  difficult,  whilst  it  is  the  most 
important  to  mankind;  of  all  the  slowest  in 
growth,  the  latest  in  maturity.  Kot  the  science 
which  lias  penetrated  the  causes  and  explained 
to  mankind  the  phenomena  of  the  heavens  is 
so  ^fficnlt ;  that  has  been  found  of  easier  and 
mom  r^id  attainment.  Indeed,  the  diffieidties 
to  be  overoMne  in  evcrfving  tiiis  edenoe  are  so 
great,  tiiat  we  are  to  wonder  less  at  its  tardy 
advances,  than  at  its  final  success.  In  tiie  first 
plac«L  it  requires  the  deepest  and  moot  perfect 
insight  into  the  nature  of  man :  of  man  not 
only  in  his  ^neral  nature,  but  as  modified  by 
society;  which  everywhere  has  superinduced 
and  clothed  him  with  a  second  nature,  denomi- 
nated habit;  and  that  as  diversified  as  the 
eountries  he  iubabits.  Then  it  requires  that 
fiuolty  of  compreheosTe  oomUnawn,  which 
Vou  XnL— 18 


is  the  rarest  of  all  the  gifts  of  God  to  man,  and 
which,  whenever  and  wherever  it  appears, 
seems  destined  to  produce  an  era  in  human 
affairs ;  a  faculty  of  combining  into  a  whole, 
where  the  elements  to  be  combined  are  so 
various  as  to  be  almost  infinite ;  a  whole  per- 
fect in  rdatiou  to  all  its  parts,  and  its  parts 
peribot  in  relation  to  the  whole.  Be^des^  Ilia 
perfect  model  of  tiie  free  govemmrat  is  not 
tike  the  perfect  model  of  any  other  sdenoe. 
Of  every  other  science,  the  perfect  modd  any- 
where is  the  perfect  model  everywhere,  and 
everywhere  alike  peifect  The  perfect  watch 
at  Washington,  for  instance,  is  the  perfect  watch 
at  Oanton,  and  so  all  over  the  globe ;  bnt  not  so 
the  perfect  model  of  the  free  government:  that, 
though  the  principles  are  the  same  everywhere, 
the  Hirm  varies  as  the  circumstances  vary,  of 
the  people  by  whom  it  Is  established ;  to  which  . 
ciroumstances  it  mnat  always  be  a4]usted  and 
made  to  conform. 

Here,  with  ns,  the  diffionlttes  to  be  overoome 
in  this  achievement,  from  the  nature  the 
elements  to  be  combined,  were  stnpendmulT' 
great  In  looking  back  to  those  dlffionltiefl, 
that  they  were  overoome  at  all  appears  to  me 
now  littie  less  than  a  prodigy ;  and  it  BtiD  fills 
me  with  astonishment.  For  here  a  combina- 
tion was  required  tiiat  would  produce  a  stno- 
ture,  perfectly  anomalous  iu  the  history  of 
human  Governments ;  and  such  a  structure  waa 
produced,  and  as  perfect  as  it  was  novel.  Here 
were  a  people,  spread  and  spreading  over  a 
vast  territory--^at  stretching  and  to  stretch 
almost  teem  the  rising  to  the  setting  sun — tlus 
scattered  and  countless  multitude  were  to  be 
ruled  in  freedom  as  one  people,  and  by  the 
popular  will— that  wiU  to  be  uncontrolled  in 
Itself,  and  controlling  every  thing.  Sudi  an 
achievement,  the  most  enlightened  friends  of 
freedom  and  human  rights,  m  all  countries  and 
in  all  wes,  had  deemed  to  be  mwally  and 
pfaydcalqr  impoKdble.  Besides^  here  were 
thirteen  States,  and  all  the  other  States  to  be 
formed  out  of  that  vast  territory,  without 
being  destroyed  as  States,  to  be  so  combined  as' 
to  form,  in  the  general  aspect,  bnt  one  simple 
Government ;  with  all  the  unity  and  energy 
one  simple  Government;  powerfol  alike  to 
assert  and  maintain  all  their  rights  as  a  nation^ 
against  all  other  nations ;  and  the  rights  of  every- 
individoal,  all  over  this  boundless  domain, 
against  every  agsreasor;  that  is,  a  Govern- 
ment equally  fitted  and  efficient  for  all  the  par- 
poses  of  peace  and  war.  Such  an  aohierament,  s 
often  bafc»«,  and  under  much  more  fiivOTaUa 
oiroumstances,  because  up<m  a  muoh  more 
limited  scale,  had  been  attempted,  but  never 
before  accomplished ;  as  is  but  too  well  attested 
by  the  histones  and  the  destinies  all  the  oon- 
federaoies  tliat  before  had  ever  existed  m  tiie 
earth. 

Those  ooofederacies  had  all  proved  signal 
feilurea  as  effective  Governments,  both  in  war 
and  peaoe ;  and  entirely  fer  the  want  of  tiiat 
£vm  of  stonotDre  and  prfatoijde^  «omMnaklai:. 
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that  voald  reconcile  absolate  sovereignty  in 
the  natioa  with  sorerelgDly  in  the  Slates,  as 
parts  of  one  nation— as  connatent  and  hanno- 
niotis  parts  of  one  sapreme  sovereignty.  This 
principle,  unexplored  and  unknown  before,  was 
developed  and  displayed,  most  h^pilj  eo,  in 
the  structure  of  our  oonfederate  and  national 
republic 

Tills  work  now  proposed  to  bo  published  ■will 
nnfpld  to  us  nil  tho  eteps  of  that  diversified 
analysis  and  discovery  which  lead  to  this  hap- 
py and  splendid  result. 

Those  vho  thuk  (if  any  think)  that  the  re- 
snlt  itself— namdr,  the  constitntion— of  itself 
and  by  itself,  will  be  enough  for  the  instrnotiou 
of  mankind  on  this  subject,  are  mnoh  mistaken. 
For  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  the 
knowledge  w'hich  is  acquired  analytically,  and 
that  which  is  acquired  synthetically;  the  latter 
is  but  isolated  knowledge ;  the  former  is  knowl- 
edge that  is  the  consequence  of  other  knowl- 
e^e.  Synthesis  gives  to  ns  a  general  truth, 
but  acqnh^  in  a  mode  that  is  barren  of  other 
fruit;  analysis  not  only  g^vea  to  us  the  same 
general  truth,  but  pnta  ns  on  tho  track  of  in- 
vention and  discovery,  and  is  always  fertile 
of  other  and  oilen  of  better  fruit:  synthesis 
oarriea  us  to  a  fountain-head,  but  never 
beyond:  bat  analysis  carries  ns  beyond, 
and  to  the  fonntiun  of  that  fountain ;  it  places 
ns  np<Hi  an  eminence  that  overtops  and  over- 
looks  the  general  truth  in  the  wide  survey  it 
commands  and  givea  to  us ;  and  as  to  that  gen- 
eral  truth,  it  enables  us  not  only  to  comprehend 
it  more  perfectly,  bnt  to  apply  it  more  snooess- 
fbUy.  This  is  at  once  a  branch  and  Uie  great 
instmment  of  that  primal  philosophy  of  which 
Bacon  speaks,  and  whose  cultivation  he  so  high- 
Ir  recommends — the  philosophy  of  philosophy ; 
w»  common  mother  of  alllhe  sciences,  and  by 
which  alone  their  boundaries  can  be  extended. 
He  compares  it  to  the  Berecynthia,  whom  the 
pbetsof  <dd  fabled  to  be  the  mother  of  all  the  goda : 

"Onnw  emUeob*,  «■>»<•  Mpm  alto 

TaneatM." 

Of  mbh  Is  the  nature,  snd  sneh  win  be  the 
fruits  to  mankind,  ttf  the  waA  now  pnqposed 
to  be  fp.Yva  to  the  wwld. 

Further  to  awaken  our  sendbnity  on  this 
subject,  I  need  not  remind  the  Senate  how 
mnoh  we  owe  to  a  name  that  is  to  render  tiie 
name  of  this  country  respectable  in  every  other 
on  this  globe ;  the  elarum  venerabiU  nomen. 
ITaUons  have  lived  upon  the  earth  who  have 
beoomo  extinct,  and  been  lost  to  the  memory 
of  mankind;  but  never  when  the  elarvm  et 
vaurahiU  nomm  had  illustrated  tiaeir  annala. 
HieofarwmtftMMraMZsfummisthetme  elixir 
of  national  immortality.  What  has  this  ooun- 
tiy,  what  can  she  ever  have,  that  would  be  an 
equivalent  to  her  in  exchange  for  the  name  of 
her  Washington  ?  that  star  of  stars  In  the  dia- 
dems that  roarkle  on  ibe  brow  <tf  nsttais? 
"Sot  the  diadem  that  sparkles  <ni  the  brow  of 
Greece;  not  the  diadrai  that  q»arkles  on  the 
l^w  of  Bonks^  hoB  one  <tf  equal  Inrilliaiuy. 


Ko ;  it  stands  peerless  on  the  earth,  and  alone 
in  glory.  Thongh  it  can  never  be  a  contest 
whose  name  is  to  do  the  most  honor  to  our 
country,  and,  more  than  all  others,  to  carry  her 
name,  associated  with  his,  and  emblazoned  by 
his,  down  through  all  the  endless  generations 
of  mankind  to  follow,  for  all  the  endless  ages 
of  time  to  come,  yet  among  the  names  to  clus- 
ter around  his,  and  to  form  the  constellation 
(may  it  multiply  to  a  galaxy)  of  American 
worthies,  not  one  will  ever  shine  witli  a  purer, 
with  a  brighter,  or  more  inextingQishablo  lustre 
than  that  of  Kadison. 

If^  then,  this  appropriaiion  was  merely  to 
express  a  nation^s  gratitude  to  a  nation's  bene- 
factor, it  would  be  tlio  least  it  would  become 
her  to  make.  But,  besides  that,  we  are  to  con- 
sider that  it  is  to  purchase  for  this  country,  and 
for  mankind,  a  treasure  of  instruction,  whose 
value  no  money  can  measure,  no  figures  can 
erfhress. 

Mr.  Oalhouit  had  listened  with  pleasure  and 
delight  to  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island,  (Mr.  Bobbins,)  and  he  coincided  in 
opinion  with  him,  that  we  were  indebted  to 
Mr.  Madison,  at  ^ast  as  much  as  to  any  other 
man,  for  the  form  of  government  under  wliich 
we  live.  Bideed,  he  might  be  taiA  to  have 
done  more  for  our  institutions  tiua  any  man 
now  living,  or  that  bod  gone  before  him. 

A  groat  and  effloimt  ud  he  was,  undoubt- 
edly, in  forming  the  Government.  Bnt  there 
was  another  great  act  which  would  immortalize 
him  in  iJie  eyes  of  pwterity — ^the  profound  and 
glorious  views  which  he  took  of  our  Govern- 
ment in  his  celebrated  Tirginia  report.  In  his 
opinion,  that  was  by  far  the  ablest  document 
that  issued  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Madison — one 
from  which  Mr.  O.  had  derived  mOTe  informa- 
tion, and  a  profonnder  iudght  into  our  Grovem- 
ment,  than  all  the  other  documents  he  had 
perused. 

Now,  if  he  understood  the  ol^eet  in  view,  it 
was  in  direct  oppoaitioa  to  the  great  and  fondft- 
moital  prindples  of  Mr.  Hanson  himself  an 
adherenoe  to  whidi  be  (Ur.  0.)  soleDnily  be- 
lieved, would  give  durability  to  the  Govern- 
ment under  wmch  we  were  now  living. 

He  wished  at  some  other  time  (as  he  was 
not  prepared  at  this  time)  to  be  hrard  on  the 
subject,  when  he  would  endeavor  to  satisfy  the 
Senate  that,  in  giving  our  assent  to  the  appro- 
priation asked  for,  we  should  not  honor  the 
name  of  Madison.  Mr.  0.  would  postpone 
what  he  had  to  say  until  the  third  reading  of 
the  resolution ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  Senatora 
would  have  an  opportmuty  of  coming  to  a  full 
understanding  of  the  subjeot. 

The  reeolutipn  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

ITis  United  State*  and  Mexico—Redreu  to  U 
Demanded. 

ICr.  Bvcsutax,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign  Bdations,  presented  the  following  report : 
The  frmmiiiitttr  on  Foretgn  ReUtiooa,  to  whom 
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ma  referred  the  message  of  the  Presidoit  of  the 
United  States  of  the  6th  Instant,  with  the  oocompanT- 
Ing  documents,  on  the  subject  of  the  present  state  ^ 
our  rdationa  with  Mexico,  report : 

That  they  have  fpven  to  this  subject  itai  serious 
md  deliberate  consideratiou  which  its  importance 
demands,  and  which  any  circumstances  calculated  to 
interrupt  our  friendly  relations  with  the  Uexican  re- 
public would  necessarily  insure.  From  the  docu- 
ments submitted  to  the  committee,  it  appears  that, 
ever  since  the  revolution  of  1822,  which  separated 
ITeilco  from  Spwn,  and  CTon  for  some  years  before, 
the  United  States  We  hod  repeated  causes  of  just 
eompl^t  against  the  Kexlcan  authorities,  "nam 
time  to  time,  as  these  insults  and  iiguries  hare  oc- 
curred, demands  for  satisfaction  and  redress  have 
been  made  by  our  successivq  pabtic  ministeta  at  the 
dty  of  Mexico ;  but  almost  *iJl  tiieae  ^mauds  luTe 
hitiberto  proved  nnavuling. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that,  after  the  date  of 
tbe  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  con- 
cluded between  the  two  republics  on  the  fifth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tturty-one, 
these  cttusA  of  complaint  would  have  ceased  to  exist. 
That  treaty  so  clearly  defines  the  rights  and  the  duties 
of  the  respective  parties,  that  it  seems  almost  Im- 
poeaible  to  misunderstand  or  to  mistake  them.  Tbe 
committee,  notwitbstandiag,  r^ret  to  be  compelled 
to  state  that  all  the  causes  of  con^laiat  against  Mex- 
ico, whldk  have  been  spedally  notioed  in  the  oorre- 
spondenoe  referred  to  them,  have  occurred  since  tiie 
oondu^on  of  this  treaty. 

We  forbear  from  entering  into  any  minute  detail 
of  our  grievances.  The  enumeration  of  each  Indi- 
vidual case,  witii  its  attendant  circumstanceB,  even  if 
the  committee  vera  In  possession  of  suflSdent  ma- 
terials to  make  nidi  a  compilation,  is  moAeni  on- 
necessary,  from  the  view  whidi  they  have  taken  of 
the  sutyect.  These  cases  are  all  r^erred  to  in  the 
document  No.  81,  entitled  "  Claims  on  Mexico,"  in 
the  letter  of  instructions  from  Hr.  Foisyth  to  Mr. 
Hlis,  of  tbe  SOth  of  July,  183ft,  and  in  tbe  snbse- 
qoent  ooireqxmdenee  between  Mr.  BOis  and  Mr. 
■wiiBtBrio,  the  ictiiig  Hexiean  IGnbtff  Fordgn 

If  tibe  Govermnent  of  the  United  States  were  dis- 
posed to  e^act  strict  and  prompt  redress  from  Mex- 
ico, your  committee  might,  with  justice,  recommend 
an  immediate  resort  to  war,  or  reprisals.  On  this 
■ol^eot,  however,  they  pve  their  hearty  assent  to  the 
fbUowtng  aentimeDts,  centred  in  the  message  of  the 
FreddenL  He  says:  "The  length  of  time  iSnse 
some  of  tbe  i^jories  have  been  committed,  the  re- 
peated and  unavailing  applicationa  for  redress,  the 
wanton  diaracter  of  ^ome  of  the  outrages  upoa  the 
property  and  persons  of  our  dtizens,  and  upon  tiie 
officers  and  flog  of  the  United  States,  Independent  of 
recent  insults  to  this  Government  and  pet^  1^  the 
late  extraordinary  Mexican  minister,  wonld  Justify, 
in  tihe  eves  of  alt  ntitooSf  immediate  war.  That 
ranedy,  howerer,  diould  not  be  need  by  just  and 
generous  natkms,  oonfiding  in  their  strc^^th,  for  in< 
jnries  oommitted,  if  it  can  be  honorably  avdded ; 
and  It  has  ocootred  to  me  that,  ooosidering  the  pres- 
ent embarrassed  condition  of  that  ooontry,  wo  should 
aetirithboth  irisdomand  modMatl(m,  by  ^vlng  to 
Mexico  one  more  opportunity  to  atme  for  the  post, 
before  wo  take  redress  Into  our  own  hands." 
,  la  aflbcding  this  o^ppartanSln  to  the  Mexican  Qov- 
enunoilL  the  oommittee  wonld  inggeet  the  proprie^ 
.  of  pomnng  tin  focrn  required  bf  the  84tti-iEtide  ta 
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the  trea^  -wKh  Mexico,  in  all  cases  to  which  It  may 
be  applicable.  This  ar^cle  provides  that  "  if  (wlutt, 
indeed,  cannot  be  expected)  any  of  the  artides  con- 
tained In  the  present  trea^  Aall  be  vlobted  or  m- 

fracted  in  any  manner  whatever,  it  Is  stipnlated  that 

neither  of  the  contracting  parties  will  order  or 
authorize  any  acts  of  repris^,  nor  declare  war  i^nst 
the  other,  on  complaint  of  injuries  or  damages,  until 
the  said  party  considering  itself  offended  shall  first 
have  presented  to  the  other  a  statement  of  sucli  in- 
juries or  damages,  verified  by  competent  proofs, 
and  demanded  justice  and  satisfaction,  and  the  same 
shall  have  been  eitiier  refused  or  tmreasonably  do 
layed." 

AAer  sudi  a  demand,  should  prompt  justice  bo  re- 
fused by  the  Mexican  Govenmient,  we  may  appeal  to 
all  nations,  not  only  for  the  equity  and  moderation 
mth  which  we  shall  have  acted  towards  a  nster  re- 
public, but  for  die  necessity  which  will  then  compel 
us  to  seek  redress  for  onr  wrongs^  tftber  by  actaal 
war  or  by  reprisals.  IRie  salitject  will  then  be  pre- 
sented before  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  sesdon,  in  a  dear  and  distinct  fbnn,  and  the 
committee  cannot  doubt  but  that  such  measures  iriU 
be  hnmediately  adopted  as  may  be  necessary  to  vin- 
cUcate  tiie  honor  of  the  iwuntiy,  and  insure  ample 
reparation  to  onr  Iqjared  fellow-iatfEens.  They  leave 
the  mode  uid  manner  of  maWng  this  demand  to  the 
President  of  the  Uidted  States. 

Before  concluding  their  report,  the  committee 
deem  it  necessary  to  submit  a  few  remarics  apon  tbe 
conduct  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  the  late  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  re- 
public to  tiie  United  States.  In  regard  to  that  func- 
tionary, they  concur  fully  in  opmlon  with  Mr.  For^ 
^ytii,  that  he  was  under  the  mflnenee  of  {a^adloea 
which  distorted  and  decolored  every  ol)ject  which  he 
saw,  v^hilst  In  this  country.  On  the  IMh  of  October, 
1836,  he  terminated  his  mission  by  demanding  his 
passports.  And  for  what  reason?  Because  the 
Pre»dent  refused  to  recall  the  orders  which  he  had 
issued  to  the  general  commanding  the  forces  of  tbe 
United  States  hi  the  vidnity  (tf  Texa^  directing  him 
to  pass  tiie  frontier,  ahoold  It  be  finmd  a  necassaiy 
measure  of  self-defence ;  but  prohlbltiDg  him  from 
pursuing  tfaia  coarse  unless  the  Indians  were  aotnallj 
engaged  In  hostilities  against  the  dtizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  he  had  undoubted  evidence  tiiat 
such  hostilities  were  intended,  and  were  actually  pre- 
paring within  the  Mexican  terribnr. 

A  dvfl  war  was  then  raging  in  T^xas.  The  Tedan 
troops  occupied  poritioos  between  the  forces  of  Mex- 
ico and  tlie  warlike  and  restiess  tribes  of  Indians 
along  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
manifest  that  Mexico  could  not  posably  restrain  by 
force  these  tribes  within  her  limits  from  hostile  in- 
cundons  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  as 
she  had  engaged  to  do  by  the  88d  artide  of  the 
treaty.  No  matter  how  strong  may  have  been  her 
Indinadon,  tbe  aldlity  was  entbely  wantii^.  Under 
sndi  drcnnurtanoea,  what  became  the  d^  of  the 
Frerident  of  the  United  States?  If  be  entcrtahied 
reaBOnat)le  apprehendons  that  these  savages  medi- 
tated an  attack  from  the  Mexican  territory  ag&mst 
the  defenceless  dtizens  along  our  frontier,  was  he 
obliged  to  order  onr  tnx^  to  Stand  npon'tiie  Ihie^ 
and  wUt  nndl  the  Indians,  who  knovno  rale  vfmr- 
fare  but  ^discriminate  carnage  and  plunder,  should 
actually  invade  our  territory  ?  To  state  tbe  propod* 
tion  is  to  answer  the  qoeetion.  Under  sadi  drcum- 
stanoea^  onr  ftmea  had  ai^tt^  both  bytiw  Iswof 
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nations  and  the  great  and  univereal  law  of  self-de- 
iaaobf  to  take  a  poaitioii  in  adnnoe  of  our  ftimtier. 
In  the  conuby  iababited  by  time  savagee,  for  the 
parpoae  of  prevfflithig  and  restramuig  their  iocui^ 
aiooa. 

The  Salune  is  bo  distant  from  Washington  that  It 
became  absolute];  necessary  to  iotmst  this  discretion- 
arj  power  to  the  commandiag  general.  IfthePred- 
dent  had  not  taaoed  onch  orders  in  adrance,  all  die 
evib  might  have  been  inflicted  before  the  remedy 
oould  have  been  applied;  and  in  that  erent  he 
woold  have  been  juauy  ren>onaible  for  the  morderB 
and  derastation  midi  niffA  hare  been  committed 
by  the  He]doan  TmHan^  f»ti«ftn(f  of  United 
aiatea. 

When  these  dieoretioDary  orders  were  issaed  to 
GoierBl  Qainee,  they  were  Immediately  cranmnni- 
Mted  to  Mr.  Ooroetiza,  in  the  moet  frank  and  fiiendly 
tfltit.  The  fulleet  explanadona  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding were  made  to  mm,  and  he  waa  over  and  over 
ag^  assured  that  this  oocupation  of  the  Mexican 
territory,  should  it  become  necessary,  woold  be  of  a 
limited,  temporary,  and  porely  defensive  character, 
and  should  continue  no  longer  than  the  danger  ex- 
isted ;  that  the  President  solemnly  discUimed  any  in- 
tention of  occupying  the  territory  beyond  the  SaUne, 
nith  the  view  ot  taking  popDonoion  ci'  it  as  belonging 
to  the  United  States ;  and  that  this  military  move- 
ment should  produce  no  eCibct  whatever  upon  the 
boondaiy  qtieetion. 

The  committee  believe  that  Ur.  Ginostiza  oiu^t 
to  have  been  aadified  with  these  eiplanatiooa.  Bnk 
they  ftlled  to  produce  any  efi^  iq>on  his  mind. 
WlUiout  instroctions  from  ms  Govemm^t,  he  retired 
from  his  mission  upon  hia  own  reeponsibili^.  This 
was  not  all  Before  he  left  the  United  States  he 
puUished  a  pamphlet,  containing  a  portion  of  his 
correspondence  with  our  Government  and  with  his 
own,  fr«m  irfittAt  latter  it  ^ipesra  thst,  whilst  en- 
mtgfiA  vpou  the  bodness  of  his  qiedal  misrion  here, 
he  waa  making  dtaivea  of  bad  faith  agunst  the 
United  States  to  the  Mexican  Secretary  m  Fa^eiga 
Relations.  The  committee  will  not  enlaige  upon  ue 
glaring  unpn^riety  of  such  conduct.  The  puUication 
of  such  a  pamphlet,  by  a  foreign  minister,  in  the 
country  to  which  he  has  been  accredited,  before  tak- 
ing his  departure,  can  be  oon^dered  in  no  other  light 
than  as  an  appeal  to  the  peoi^e  against  the  acts  a£ 
their  own  Government.  It  was.a  groes  ^(^iliou  of 
that  diplomatic  courtesy  whidi  ought  ever  to  be  ob- 
served between  independent  nitons,  and  deserves 
the  severett  condemnation.  This  act  wss  stil]  more 
•ztratH'^nary  when  we  conader  that  it  ahnost  im- 
mediately followed  the  note  of  Xr.  Ditiins  to  hun, 
of  the  SOthof  October,  1886,  aasnring  Urn  that  the 
heddent  would  iostruct  Mr.  EUia  to  make  audi  ex- 
planationfl  to  ttie  Mexican  Government  of  Ihe  con- 
duct of  that  of  the  United  Btatci,  as  he  bdieved 
would  be  satisfitctory. 

The  conunittee  r^ret  to  Icam,  from  the  note  of 
Mr.  EUia  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  of  the  Stii  of  December 
bet,  that  the  Mnican  Government  lias  pnblldy  ap- 

Ced  of  the  conduct  of  Its  minister  whilst  in  the 
■d  Elates.  They  trust  that  a  returning  sense  of 
justice  may  induce  it  to  reconader  this  detennina- 
tion.  Tbij  are  willing  to  believe  that  it  never  could 
have  been  made,  had  that  Government  previously 
received  the  promised  explanation  of  the  PreiddenL 
eontabed  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr  Ellis  of 
the  10th  December,  1886,  abich,  unfortunately,  did 
MtveaBhlUxiooBBta  aOar  ttw  latter  had  taken  Us 
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departure  This  letter,  with  the  Preddent^s  meessge 
at  the  comrrenoement  of  the  preaoit  seadm  of  Con- 
gress, cannot  faU  to  oonraioe  the  Uuican  Govern- 
ment how  much  they  have  been  misled  by  the  rc^ 
resentations  (tf  their  minister. 

AAer  a  full  connderation  d  all  the  circiunstanceH, 
the  committee  reoommmded  the  adoptitm  of  thefidr 
lowing  resolution : 

Jwolved,  That  the  Senate  ooncnr  in  opinion  with 
tbeFteddent  of  the  United  States,  tfiat  another  de- 
mand ought  to  be  made  for  the  reth^  of  our  grier- 
anoes  from  tiie  Mexican  Government,  the  mode  and 
manner  of  wliich,  under  the  84th  article  of  the  trea^, 
so  fiu"  as  it  may  be  ^iplicable,  are  properly  ocmfided 
to  bis  discretion.  They  cannot  doubt,  &xaa  the  jus- 
tice of  our  chums,  that  this  demand  will  result  in 
En>eedy  redress ;  but  should  they  be  dismxHnted  in 
ufs  reasonaUe  expectatiw,  a  state  of  tmbws  irill 
Uien  have  occurred  wUdi  will  make  H  the  fimpmsp 
tive  duty  of  Congress  promptly  to  conader  what  fur^ 
ther  measures  may  be  required  by  the  honor  of 
tiie  nation  and  the  ri^ta  <^  our  injured  fellow-dti- 
zens. 

Ordered.  That  2,000  extra  copies  of  th^  above  re- 
port be  pruited. 

And  then  ttie  Seoate  ac^onnied. 


Ifosn^T,  Febraary  20. 
(hpi/riffht  Lmoi. 
Among  the  memorials  presented  to-daj  tss 
one  by  Mr.  Clat  from  a  very  large  nnmber  of 
persons,  who  stated  themselves  to  be  American 
authors  and  Mends  of  literature,  calling  the  at- 
tention of  GoDgresB  to  the  subject  of  copyright 
laws,  and  ezpresnng  an  anxions  wish  that 
those  laws  might  be  so  modified  as  to  extend 
their  benefits  to  foreign  aathors.  Mr.  0.  far- 
ther remarked  that  the  evidences  in  favor  of 
the  measnre  of  gran^g  copyrights  to  foreign 
andiors  were  so  strong  as  not  to  leave  a  doubt 
on  any  mind  of  its  fitvorable  reception  by  tJie 
connt^.  Under  these  dromnBtanoes,  he  said 
he  ah<mld  call  np  the  bUlffranting  snob  rights 
as  Boon  as  oonvenlent  The  memorial  waa  laid 
on  tiie  taUe,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Papen  f^Mr.  Madifon. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
(on  its  third  reading)  of  the  following  joint  res- 
olntion : 

^*  MetolMd,  de..  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
library  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  contract  for  and  purdiase,  at  the  sum  o£ 
thirty  thoosuid  dcdlais,  the  manoscripta  criT  Ae  hrto 
Ur.  Uadbon,  lefened  to  hi  a  letter  fttan  Ifts.  Madi- 
son to  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States,  dated  tin 
fifteenth  atVvremha,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  and  communicated  in  his  message  of  the  sixth 
of  Dec^ber,  ^hteen  hundred  and  thirty-^  con- 
ceding to  Hia.  Madison  the  ri^t  to  ose  copies  of  the 
sidd  mamuea^  in  ftieian  coudries  as  she  may  think 
fit" 

{A  debate  took  place  on  Uils  resolution,  wholly 
tundng  on  Ilia  conatit&tfonBlity  of  the  porehiie,  bi 
wUch  debate  Vmm.  Oalhonn,  FMston,  W«brtn\ 
Crittenden,  Kves,  and  C5ay,  took  part] 
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The  queBtiQa  on  the  pasBBge  of  the  reeolation 
was  decided  by  the  following  vote : 

TSAS. — ^Ue8sra.  B&yard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanui,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton,  Gmnd;,  Haidric^  Kent,  linn,  Lyon,  HcLean, 
Houton,  NorrelL  Writer,  Preston,  iUves,  RobblnB, 
Robinson,  Southard,  Bpence,  Strange,  Talhnadge, 
Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  WriAt— S2. 

Katb.— Ueasn.  Oalbonn,  Daris,  Hubbard,  King 
of  AliibanMu  Enif^  Howe,  Uorris,  Nidiolw,  NQes, 
Vtfbt  Frellt^  Bagg^  Swift,  npton^lt. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed. 


TnaSDAT,  Febntsry  21. 

Hi.  Hubbabd  presented  the  credentials  of 
tLe  Hon.  Fraxklin  Fibboe,  elected  Umted 
States  Senator  from  Kew  Hampshire^  far  six 
jeaia  from  the  8d  of  If  ardlt  next. 


THTsaDAT,  Febniai7  28. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  ooosideration  of  the 
bill  to  reduce  the  duties  on  certiun  imports ; 
and  the  question  being  on  the  motifBi  of  Ifr. 
Datd  to  strike  from  the  bill  tiie  article  of 
oommon  salt^  the  effect  of  which  is  to  retain 
1^  protecting  dntr  now  levied  on  that  article. 

After  a  long  and  general  debate,  the  question 
was  taken  to  strike  out  from  the  hUl  the  artide 
(tf  salt,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote: 

TxAS. — ^UesRB.  Buchanan,  GaDunm,  Gsy^  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Swing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Ki^t, 
VcLeao,  Nicholas,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Sontbard, 
Webster— 16. 

KaTB. — Hessrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert, 
Ewing  of  Blinios,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Eiiig  of  Alsr 
bama,  Kingof  Oeorgla,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mooton, 
inies,  Norrdl,  Page,  Parker,  IVn^as,  Bives,  Bug- 
les, Serier,  Strange,  Swift,  Talhnadge,  ORpttm, 
Walker,  White,  Wnght— 28. 

Other  proposed  amendments  were  afterwards 
rdeoted  or  Minted. 

The  amendmoit  prmoaed  bj  Mr.  Knu  ibr  a 
gradnal  rednctiiHi  m  uw  dn^  <m  tcaeim  otnl, 
ooal  Boreenliigs,  and  ooke^  was  deddeain  the 
negative, 

TsAS.— Hessra.  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hob- 
bard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lyon, 
Mies,  Page,  BItos,  Rnggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Kpton, 
Walker^ltk 

NATa.~]CeeBrB.  Bayard,  Benton,  Bndianan,  Crit- 
tsndeiL  Davis,  Kent,  Kiught,  Linn,  UcLeen,  Nhii- 
olaa,  Nwvell,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Bobinson,  Sontlurd, 
Tallmadge,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Wright— 20.* 

The  bUl  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  all 
the  amendments  agreed  to,  with  the  ezoeption 
of  the  following : 

1.  Dutj  on  CbSxm  and  poioeUn,  eartben  and  stme 
ware. 

Mr.  Wmeot  soggeeted  that,  as  the  Senate 
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was  now  very  thin,  although  it  might  happen 
that  a  different  vote  would  be  obtained  firom 
what  bad  been  given  in  committee  when  the 
Senate  was  fall,  yet  it  woold  be  better  to  ad- 
here to  the  former  vote,  to  av(dd  a  reconsider- 
ation or  other  difficnlfy  when  Qie  seata  should 
be  fall  again  to-morrow. 

To  thu  it  was  replied^  that  one  Senator  (Mr. 
Ehioht)  had  avowedly  changed  his  vote,  and 
another  was  present  now  who  had  not  been  in 
committee. 

The  questaon  on  concurring  with  the  Oora- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  in  titie  amendment  which 
struck  out  tiiese  articles  from  the  bill  (therein 
retaining  the  protecting  dv^  npcm  th«n)  was 

decided, 

Yus. — ^Hesars.  Bayard,  Buchauan,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Linn,  NichoMS,  Bobbins, 
Robiiuon,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  !npton,  Tom- 
linson,  Wall,  Webster,  White— 18. 

Nats. — Uessrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  Kmg  of  Alabama,  King  of  GeonriS)  Kni^it, 
Lyon.  Morris,  Nllee,  NorrdL  Age,  TaAee^  Bive^ 
Buggies,  Serier,  Stnage,  Wal]Hr^l9. 

So  Ohins  and  earthenware  were  retained  in 
the  bill,  as  free  of  dnty. 

2.  Blankets  chiefly  used  among  the  iDdiana. 

On  this  T£x.  Davis  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  He  objected  to  the  amendment,  as  iqin- 
rious  to  the  Interests  of  several  manufactories 
of  blankets  established  within  the  United  Statea. 
Mr.  BsirroN,  Mr.  Limr,  and  Mr.  Nobvkll  ex- 
luned  the  great  difference  between  Indian 
lankets  and  those  of  a  domestic  manufacture, 
and  the  very  decided  preference  which  the  In- 
dians ezpre^ed  for  the  one  over  the  other,  and 
which  precluded  all  competition  from  our  fao- 
tories,  with  what  were  osoally  known  among 
them  as  Mat^inac  blanketa.  They  were  thick, 
finely  woven,  and  of  the  finest  irool,  and  im- 
pervious to  tne  rain. 

The  amqidment  was  ooncaned  In  by  the 
Senate— yeas  28,  nays  14. 


Satdkiat,  S^bniary  25. 
Mr.  Talucados  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  Silas  Wbioht,  re-elected  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
for  six  years  fnnn  and  after  the  8d  of  Manih 
next, 

Zand  laut  and  J>eol»ioiu. 

The  lidlowing  resolutions  were  ofibred  by 
Ur.  Webstkb: 

Itesotved,  That  the  Seoetary  (rf'the  Treasury  caose 
to  be  prepared  a  collection  of  the  instruetions  which 
have  been  issued  from  time  to  time,  either  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  the  Commiaaioner  of  the 
Land  Office,  excepting  only  suc^  as  refer  exolu^vely, 
both  in  principle  and  application,  to  particular  or  in- 
dividual oases,  together  iritb  the  official  qdaions  of 
the  Attomey-Gsneral  oa  qnestions  arising  under  the 
bud  laws. 

iiMobi^  That  the  Secntwy  of  tike  Saude  caaso 
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4w  general  pnbUo  iota  of  Congress  raspectmg  the 
trie  and  diqwBiti<m  of  the  pnUIo  landa,  together  with 
tbeinatroctioBa  and  opioirais  meotioDed  m  iba  fore- 
loliig  xflBohitioii,  to  be  ^nted  frar  the  we  of  the 
nnnitfi 

In  otteria^  these  resolntiwR,  Ur.  Wkbstxb 
said  it  was  his  object  that  the  geaeni  acts,  the 
laatrnctiona  nven  under  them,  and  the  official 
opinions  of  the  Att<»nej-Oeiieral  on  qoestions 
arimng  in  the  administration  of  theee  laws, 
sboold  be  coUected  and  published,  and  made 
iTailable  to  all.  These  instmctionB  and  opin- 
ions are  in  mannscript.  Xhej  are  only  known 
■t  the  Land  Office,  and  may  govern  qnestions 
arising  there  without  anj  means,  on  the  part 
of  those  interested,  to  possess  tfaemselTea  niUj 
of  th^  character  and  contents.  The  laws,  al- 
though contained  in  the  two  Tolomes  common- 
ly c&Ued  the  TOlnmes  of  the  Lflad  Laws,  were 
Tet  mixed  np  with  nioh  a  maas  of  treaties,  or- 
dinances, and  private  acts,  that  it  is  not  always 
easy  to  bring  them  together,  or  to  get  a  oon- 
neoted  yiew  of  their  proTidons. 

The  snl^ect  was  getting  to  be  very  important 
Interfering  claims  were  constantly  arismg,  es- 
pecially Qnder  preemption  acts ;  and  it  was  nn- 
deretood  that  an  ^)peal,  in  these  cases,  lay  to 
the  Commissioner  or  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  The  Land  Office  was  thos  becoming 
an  important  jadicatore ;  and  it  was  essentiiS 
that  its  coarse  and  its  roles  of  proceeding  should 
be  known.  Interesting  rights  were  decided  by 
it,  and  it  became  Oongress  to  look  into  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  see  that  the  laws  were  openly, 
&irb',  and  ably  executed.  The  first  step  to 
nacii  this  end  was  to  make  public,  in  some  ac- 
cessible form,  the  instmctioDs  and  oninioas  un- 
der which  the  land  officers  acted.  Any  fuither 
provisions  to  insure  a  proper  administration 
could  then  be  adopted,  which  Oongrees  shoold 
Judge  necessary,  if^  indeed,  any  should  be 
ihou^t  necessary. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 


MoNDAT,  Febraary  37. 
United  8ktU»  and  Mnleo, 

Mr.  BcoBAKAv  mored  to  take  up  the  report 
of  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Bdanons  on  the 
subject  of  our  relations  wiui  He^co. 

Mr.  pKsaroN  moved  to  postpone  the  resolu* 
tion,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  resolution 
on  the  subject  of  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  Texas;  which  motion  was 
D^tived — yeas  9,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  Olat  snpp(»ed  the  only  question  which 
would  be  presented  to  the  Benate  would  be  up- 
on the  resolution.  He  had  risen  merely  to  say 
that  he  concurred  with  the  other  gentlemen 
who  composed  the  committee,  upon  the  subject 
under  consideration.  He  agreed  with  the  i«Bt 
of  his  colleagues,  that  the  controversy  with 
Mexico  had  made  out  no  case  justifying  a  resort 
to  war  or  for  the  inoing  of  reprisals :  kdA  he 
thouj^t  that  renewed  ettorta  should  be  made 
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to  obtain  redress,  before  it  should  beoone  ne- 
cessary to  declare  war  againat  l^oo  to  vin^ 
oate  the  honor  and  intereati  of  dw  ooontry. 
He  felt  himself  bound  to  say,  Hut  whUat  ho 
concurred  with  ,  the  0(nnmittee,  vfahih  he  be- 
lieved was  unanimous  in  adopting  the  reaoln- 
tiou,  he  did  not  agree  entirely  with  the  body 
of  the  report.  He  thought  the  case  was  made 
out  rather  stronger  a^inst  Kexioo  than  the 
correspondence  of  the  Goveramoit  with  that 
oountiy  Justified,  .^d  he  must  say,  in  all 
candor  and  truth,  that  the  departure  of  our  rep- 
resentative from  Mexico,  under  the  circum- 
stances,-was  harsh,  abrupt,  and  unnecessary. 
A  long  letter  had  been  addressed,  in  pursuance 
of  instructions  from  the  Dwartment  of  State, 
by  the  American  chan6  d'affidres,  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  AfRurs  in  Uezic(^  and  whidi 
bore  date  aome  time  in  December  last,  and  em- 
braced a  great  Taiiety  of  olalnis  In  reqiert  to 
which  information  was  to  be  procured,  and 
procured,  too,  from  remote  parts  of  Mezloo. 
Some  delay,  in  consequence,  took  jJace,  on  tiw 
part  of  the  Mexican  mmistffl',  in  smtUng  his  re- 
ply to  our  charg6  d'affaires.  When  we  come 
to  examine  the  reply  with  candor  and  foiraess, 
in  r^ect  to  which  some  of  our  claims  were 
admitted,  and  concerning  others  more  informa- 
tion was  required,  the  Senate  would  think,  he 
presumed,  that  there  had  been  more  precipita- 
tion than  was  necessary,  on  the  part  of  our 
ndnister.  "Yf^  it  was  In  this  state  of  things 
that  he  shortly  after  demanded  his  passports 
and  came  home. 

Now,  he  (Mr.  0.)  thou^t  that  such  were  the 
circumstances  then  existing,  that  our  ohoKfi 
might  have  aw^dted  farther  iostruetioBS ;  ana, 
if  he  had  delayed  his  departure,  the  Mexican 
Government  would  probably  have  been  aUe  to 
fiimish  him  with  farther  information.  He 
would  have  heard  what  they  thought  of  the 
letter  from  our  Secretory  of  State,  relative  to 
the  final  disposition  of  our  Government  in  re- 
gard to  the  occupation  of  the  Mexican  territory 
near  tbe  Sabine,  nod  which  had  occo^oned  so 
much  UDideasantnesB,  While  up,  ICr.  0.  would 
take  the  wportunity  oS  saying  tliat  he  did  not 
concur  In  iul  the  reascminga  of  the  cnnmittee  as 
to  the  pablioatlfHi  of  a  pamphlet  by  Mr.  Goroe- 
tiza,  the  Meiicaa  envoy  eztraoraliiary. 
(Mr.  0..)  howeror,  voud  say  that  it  was  ft 
great  dit^omatio  irregularity ;  but  he  ^  not 
think  it  made  out  .a  case  for  war,  or  for  any 
serious  ^sturbanoe.  It  was  not  an  uoosnu 
case.  He  recollected  an  instance  which  occur- 
red while  the  American  oommisnoners  were  at 
Ghent,  in  1814,  at  a  most  critical  state  the 
nwotiation — when  it  hnng,  as  it  were,  on  a 
bidance,  and  when  it  was  extremely  doubtful 
whether  there  would  not  be  a  rupture.  Mr.  O. 
here  related  that  while  he  was  at  Ghent,  treat- 
ing with  Lord  Gambler  and  the  othw  British 
commisaioners,  a  publication  from  the  XTidted 
States,  oontalniiig  the  oomnondnMe  betweMt 
^e  GorenuneDti  of  the  united  Btates  and 
Great BrUabitfimiiditiwvlliere.  LonLQno- 
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Uer,  hftTine  seen  it,  expressed  hh  forprise  to 
lb,  0.  thatliis  GoTonunent  should  have  ^ivea 
pnblidty  to  this  correspoDdenoe,  and  said  he 
oonld  not  see  how  thej  could  josUfy  the  act. 
Tha  other  ctnomiadoners  were  equally  displeas- 
ed at  the  occnrreace.  Hr.  C.  then  explained  to 
them  that  the  course  which  had  been  adopted 
WAS  one  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  structure 
of  this  GoTemment,  and  which  the  people  here 
demanded  of  their  servants.  He  (Mr.  0.)  men- 
tioned this  to  show  that  what  Mr.  Gorostiza 
had  done  was  a  thing  not  unexampled.  It 
would  be  recollected  tuat  bnt  the  otuer  day, 
lb,  Pueot,  iost  before  embarking  for  France 
from  New  York,  pnUislied  the  letter  of  the 
Duo  de  Bro^e.  Hr.  Pageot  had  ^ce  retam- 
«d  to  ibis  conntry,  and  been  received  frankly, 
and  withoat  any  intimation  (tf  dissatisfaction 
on  the  part  of  our  Goremment.  And  he  (Mr. 
€.)  had  no  more  doubt  of  the  fact  than  of  bis 
standing  on  that  floor  at  that  moment,  that 
there  had  been  infonnatton  conveyed  through 
•ome  channel,  official  or  unofficial,  to  li'rance 
that  Hr.  Pageot^s  return  to  the  United  States 
would  be  welcomed,  without  any  displeasure 
being  shown  towards  him  in  regard  to  nis  hav- 
ing published  the  letter  of  the  Dnc  de  Bnu^ie ; 
Otherwise,  tiie  Frmoh  Government  would  not 
bATe  sent  hhn  to  tlds  conntry.  Had  Mr.  Go- 
tostlza  not  known  the  ikot  of  this  nnbUoation^ 
be  probably  would  not  have  porsuea  the  exam- 
ple set  him. 

Mr.  0.  admitted  that  Mr.  Qorostiza^s  ooodoot, 
in  publishing  the  pamphlet  be  did.  was  dedded- 
ly  wrong,  and  highly  reprdiMksibie ;  but,  as  he 
before  said,  it  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  an  of- 
fence JaatiQriDg  war.  The  pampnlet  had  pro- 
daced  an  impression,  and  had  done  no  mischief  \ 
and  he  thought  the  Secretary  of  State  had  act- 
ed highly  wrong  to  make  it  a  subject  of 
Gommunieation  to  the  Mexican  Government. 
Whilst,  however,  Mr.  0.  disagreed  with  the' 
committee  as  to  some  parts  of  the  report,  he 
«ononrred  entirely  with  them  in  regard  to  the 
rescdntioii,  aodhwed  it  would  obtain  the  onan- 
unoni  eoDseiit  of  the  Senatob 

Mr.  BvoHAVAV  said  he  had  but  a  few  n- 
marks  to  make  npoa  this  subject,  in  addition  to 
those  contained  in  the  report  <^  the  Committee 
oa  Foreign  Belations.  He  felt  gratified  that 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  concurred  with 
the  other  members  of  the  committee  in  a  large 
portion  of  their  report,  and  that  he  would  sns- 
tain  the  resolution  with  which  it  concluded. 
The  Justice  of  the  Seuator*s  remarks  in  regard 
to  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Ellis  from  Mexico 
would  be  palpable,  if  no  demand  had  ever  been 
made  upon,  uie  Mexican  Government  for  the 
redress  of  our  grievances  previous  to  his  letter 
of  Septoober.  188&  to  Mr.  Honasterio.  But 
the  case  was  ur  different  This  demand  was 
not  then  made  for  the  first  time.  On  the  con- 
trary, year  after  year,  time  after  time,  when- 
ever we  Btutained  injuries,  we  had  asked  for 
redress;  bnt  our  reclamations,  in  almost  every 
Instance,  had  been  evaded,  and  redrees  had 


been  withheld.  Mr.  EUis's  letter  of  the  86th 
September  was,  therefore,  bnt  a  mere  summing 
np  of  our  causes  (tf  complaint — an  enomfflratioa 
01  demands  which  had  been  previoudy  made 
against  the  Mexican  Government.  That  GJov- 
enunent  ought  to  have  been  prepared  to  yield 
us  prompt  redress,  or  at  least  to  have  expressed 
their  willingness  to  do  so,  as  soon  as  they  pos- 
sibly conld.  He  tiiousbt  Mr.  Ellis,  in  with- 
drawing &om  Mexico,  had  .  obeyed  his  instruc- 
tions, both  in  the  spirit  and  in  the  letter.  His 
opinion  upon  this  point  was  very  decided.  He 
should  not  have  said  another  word  upon  the 
subject,  bnt  for  a  commentary  on  the  report  ct 
the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Belations,  which 
had  appeared  in  a  morning  paper.  Thb  article 
proceeded  from  a  source  which  seemed  to  ren- 
der a  passing  notice  of  it  necessary. 

The  Pre»dent,  in  his  message,  after  express- 
ing bis  opinion  of  the  i^ravated  wrongs  which, 
we  had  suffered  from  jfexioo,  in  which  the 
committee  entirely  concurred,  recommended 
that  an  act  should  be  passed  anthorizing  repri- 
sals, it  after  making  anotber  demand,  the  Mex- 
ican Government  uionld  refoso  to  come  to  an 
amicable  a^nstment  of  the  matters  in  contro- 
versy. He  expressed  his  entire  willingness 
howevOT,  to  oo-operate  with  Congress  in  any 
other  course  which  should  be  deemed  honor- 
aUe  and  pn^w.  Under  any  droumatances,  it 
was  a  matter  of  extreme  delioa^y  fiw  Oongnss 
to  confer  upon  the  Execntive  the  power  of 
making  reprisalfl,  upon  a  future  contingency^ 
He  woald  not  say  that  cases  might  not  occur 
which  would  justify  such  a  proceeding.  These, 
if  they  should  ever  happen,  would  establish  a 
rule  for  themselves.  Unless  an  immediate  and 
overruling  necessity  existed,  which  conld  brook 
no  delay,  it  was  always  safer  and  more  consti- 
tutional to  take  the  opinion  of  Congress  upon 
events  after  they  had  happened,  than  to  intrust 
a  power  so  important  to  the  President  alone. 

The  oommittee,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
did  not  beKeve  that  our  existtog  relations  with 
Mezioo  preamted  such  a  ease.  The7  knew 
that  General  Banta  Anna,  whose  life  had  been 
justly  forfeited,  bat  which  had  been  restored 
to  him  by  the  magnanimity  of  the  Governmott 
of  Texas,  had  recently  arrived  at  Washington ; 
that  he  had  been  sent  home  in  a  Govermnmt 
vessel  of  the  United  States :  and  that  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  his  arrival  would  be 
hailed  by  the  Mexicans  with  joy,  and  that  be 
would  shortly  be  restored  to  the  pre»dency  of 
the  Bepnblic.  Under  such  cireuinstanoes,  it 
was  but  reasonable  to  hope  that  he  would  feel 
disposed  to  render  to  this  conntry  the  justice 
which  was  our  due;  and  that,  therefore,  It  was 
neither  exponent  nor  necessary,  at  the  present 
moment,  to  authorize  any  dedaive  measure  ot 
a  hostile  character. 

Agfdn :  The  committee  were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  the  84th  article  of  our  trea^ 
with  Mexico  required  that  a  demand  should  be 
made,  under  its  provisions,  before  resorting 
either  to  war  or  to  reprisals.  This  article  was  <»ie 
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of  a  peooliar  oatara.  It  might  have  been  impo- 
litic to  agree  to  it  at  first ;  but  it  was  now  a 
part  of  our  treaty,  and  ita  remiiaitioDS  mast  be 
held  sacred.  Here  Mr.  B.  read  from  the  article, 
OS  follows :  "  Thirdly.  If  (what  indeed  caimot 
be  expected)  any  of  the  articles  co&taioed  in 
the  present  treaty  shall  be  violatdd  or  infracted 
in  any  manner  whatever,  it  is  stipulated  that 
neither  (Hf  the  contracting  parties  will  order  or 
aothorize  any  acts  of  reprisal,  nor  declare  war 
against  the  other,  on  complaints  of  Usuries  or 
damages,  nntil  the  said  party  considenng  itself 
ofTended  shall  first  have  presented  to  the  other 
a  statement  of  sndi  injuries  or  damages,  veri- 
fied by  competent  proofe,  and  demanded  jostice 
and  satirfactionf  and  the  same  shall  have  been 
either  refused  or  unreasonably  delayed." 

This  langnage  was  too  phun  to  be  misnnder- 
stood.  It  was  true  that  it  did  not  extend  to 
direct  insults  to  the  national  honor — saoh  as  vio- 
lations of  our  fiag,  or  opprobrious  and  injnrions 
oondnct  towards  onr  consuls.  But  the  com- 
nuttee  were  very  dear  and  unanimoos  in  their 
opinioD,  that  when  peconiary  damages  were 
floaght  by  oar  citizens,  for  pecnniair  injuries 
soBtalned,  la  violation  of  any  artide  of  the 
treaty,  before  we  coold  redress  those  iqlories 
tj  reinlsals,  a  previous  demand  must  be  made, 
in  pursuance  oi  its  provisions.  On  this  point, 
there  could  scarcely  be  two  opinions. 

The  treaty  required  sometmng  more  than  a 
mere  presentation  of'  the  complaints  of  indi- 
TtdojalB  to  the  Mexican  Govemmeot,  through 
the  agency  of  oar  mimster  to  Mexico.  Our 
Government  must  be  the  judge,  in  the  first 
instance,  of  the  injuries  requiring  redress.  We 
must  dMide  this  question  ourselves.  We  are 
then  bound  to  present  a  statonent  of  sach 
b^niies  and  damagea  to  the  Mexican  Govem- 
meat,  ymSoi  by  competent  proofe.  That 
nuth  a  demand  under  the  tre^  had  never 
twen  made  hithert(^  most  be  apparent  to  all 
thon  who  have  read  the  correspondence. 
Tluraogbont  the  whole  of  it,  tius  article  does 
not  seem  to  have  attracted  any  aUention. 
That  it  was  not  within  the  oont«D[datu)n  of 
Mr.  Forsythf  when  he  addressed  tiie  letter  of 
imtractiona  to  Mr.  £llis  of  the  20th  of  July  last 
will  appear  conclusively  from  that  letter  itself. 
After  enumerating  our  oaoses  of  complaint 
a^iost  the  Mexican  Government,  he  says: 
"  Though  the  Department  is  not  in  possession 
of  proof  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  wrongs 
done  in  the  above  cases,  as  represented  by  the 
aggrieved  parties,  yet  the  complaints  are  such  as 
to  entitle  them  to  be  listened  to,  uid  to  Justify 
a  demand  on  the  Mexican  Government  that  they 
Bhdl  be  promptiy  and  properly  examined,  and 
that  Boitable  redress  shall  be  afforded." 

The  committee  believed  that  it  would  require 
several  months  to  enable  the  Department  of 
Btate  to  collect  the  necessary  proofs  for  the 
purpose  of  verifyiog  each  of  the  private  olums 
of  our  citizens,  and  to  make  the  demand  ac- 
cording to  the  treaty.  All  the  necessary  forms 
«aa  i^bahly  not  tte  complied  wiu  nntil 
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within  two  or  three  months  of  the  meeting  of 
the  next  Gongress.  They  therefore  thought 
it  much  better  to  wait  this  brief  space,  and 
refer  the  whole  question  to  Congress,,  than  to 
authorize  the  President  immediately  to  issue 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  in  case  the 
answer  of  the  Mexican  Government  should  not 
prove  satasfactory.  After'  this  demand  sludl 
nave  been  made,  and  the  answer  of  the  Mexican 
Oovemment  reosived,  the  whole  case  will  tiien 
he  before  Congress  in  a  clear  and  ^stinct  form. 
If  that  Government  should  refuse  to  do  us 
justice,  he  could  not  doubt  hut  that  Congress 
would  adopt  prompt  measures  for  vindicating 
the  honor  of  the  American  flag  and  asserting 
thejust  rights  of  our  ii^ured  fellow-citizens. 

He  should  have  been  willing  to  use  stronger 
language  in  the  resolution  appended  to  the 
report,  but  he  believed  it  was  now  presoited 
in  the  best  form.  Whilst  negotiations  eon.- 
tinued,  it  was  not  politic  to  use  the  language  of 
menace.  Still  he  thought,  firoin  the  report  and 
the  resolution,  taken  together,  the  Mexican 
Government  oonld  not  iul  to  peronve  the  de- 
termination ot  that  of  the  uidted  States  to 
enforce,  in  the  most  prompt  and  energetic 
manner,  the  redress  oi  all  onr  grievances. 

When  Mr.  Buchanan  concmded,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Bela- 
time,  and  dedded  as  fbllowB : 

Tear — ^Uessn.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
BuchADan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cutbbert, 
Davis,  Swing  of  niinois,  Fulton,  Gnindy,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  AlabBina,  Kbg  of  Geoigii, 
Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nlles, 
Noirell,  Page,  Puker,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Bob- 
bins, BobiDSon,  Buggies,  Sevier,  Spence,  Strange, 
Swift,  Tallma^  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  WaD, 
WdMter  WUte,  Wri0it--tO. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  unmiaioiuly,  That  the  Sentte  ooncnr  in 
opinion  with  the  Preadent  of  the  United  States,  thst 
another  demand  ought  to  be  nude  for  the  redrew  of 
ovgrievanees  from  ttie  Mexican  OovenimeBt,  the 
mode  and  manner  of  iriiidi,  onder  die  84th  aitide  ft 
the  treaty,  so  ftr  as  H  may  be  applicable,  are  property 
confided  to  his  discretion.  They  cannot  doubt,  from 
the  Jnstioe  of  onr  daims,  that  demand  will  result 
in  speedy  redress ;  hot  diould  tbey  be  disapptunted 
in  this  reaaoniUe  expectation,  a  state  of  tidngs  will 
then  have  occurred  wUch  will  nu^e  it  the  impeiaUre 
duty  of  Congress  promptly  to  consider  what  fUrther 
measures  may  be  required  by  the  honor  of  the  aatloa 
and  the  rights  of  our  injured  fdlow-dtizetu. 

TStw  Ind^pendmee. 

Mr.  Wauesb  moved  the  oondderation  of  hia 
resolnt'ion  for  the  recognition  of  the  bidepend- 
enoe  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  to  postpone  its  con- 
sideration to  EViday ;  and  a  desultory  conver- 
sation took  place  upon  the  motion,  which  was 
finally  modified  by  inserting  Wednesday  next, 
and  carried,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tkab.— Hessn.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buofaanaa,  Clayton, 
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Dwrta,  Hobbud,  Sent,  King  of  AUbunt,  King  of 
0«or^  Kn]f^t,  hyvOy  Hoitis,  Niles,  Page,  Frantias, 
BotunwHi,  Rug^ea,  Serier,  Swifts  TAllmulge,  Hp- 
too,  TomlioBon,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright— 26. 

Nats. — Heasn.  BeDton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
CriUenden,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  niinols,  Fulton,  Hen- 
dricks, Lion,  Houton,  Nidtolaa,  Norrell,  Parker, 
Preston,  Bives,  BolnnMn,  Spence,  Strange,  Walker, 
White— 21. 

The  Senate  then  hrcki  up,  to  meet  ag/Bin  at 
half-past  four 

ETxniKa  SBflBioN. 

The  Senate  met,  and  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bQl  to  remonerate  OaptMn  Francis  AHyii  for 
conveying  General  layette  to  the  United 
States,  in  1824. 

This  bill  proposed  to  allow  $4,000  to  the 
captain  and  owners  of  the  ahip  Oadmna,  for 
hnnging  over  General  Lafayette  to  this  ooaatrj. 
The  captun  relinqaished  his  place  in  the 
Havre  hne,  and  proonred  a  ship  on  his  own  re- 
^^ibility,  and  was  at  exp^ises  in  going  to 

Tbo  bill  was  warmly  t^osed,  as  oi^rolwioiu 
in  its  charaoter ;  it  was  making  a  commodity 
of  the  famor  of  having  tendered  to  the  General 
hia  paasBge.  The '  ownen  had  had  lond  praises 
at  the  time  for  their  liberality,  yet  now  came 
to  Congress  for  pay. 

It  was  contended^  on  the  other  hand,  that 
this  captain  had  been  at  large  private  expenses, 
for  wmch  he  ought  to  be  remonerated.   It ; 
did  not  appear  that  the  owners  had  ever  re- 
qneeted  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  BccBANAN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which 
were  taken,  and  stood — ^yeas  22,  nays  18. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  taUe,  bnt  after- 
wards recon^ered;  and,  after  ammdment,  was 
ureed  to,  and.  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fisr 
wrdrea^Dg. 

TosBDAT,  Fetwnary  28. 
£iaitiffwa^4ifFrmldMtoftAe  VnitsdStutti. 

The  Fbbsidkht  pre.  ism,  presoited  a  letter 
Drmn  the  President  elect  (tf  the  United  States, 
informing  the  Swate  that  he  would  be  ready 
to  take  the  nsoal  oath  of  office  on  Saturday, 
Karch  4,  at  12  o'clock,  noon,  at  such  place  and 
in  such  manner  as  the  Senate  might  designate. 

Hr.  Gbundt  offered  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  arrangements, 
to  malce  the  requisite  tH-^pamtiais  for  adminia* 
tering  the  oath  to  tos  President  elect  of  the 
United  States. 

Hr.  OukT  Bud  he  wonld  lihe  to  inqnire 
whether  precedents  had  been  ezaminea  on 
12da  subject  He  was  aware  that  the  Senate 
had  always  had  a  peonUar  agency  in  this 
bndnesB ;  bnt  he  was  not  aware  wli^  the  Suk- 
■te  should  act  upon  it  any  more  than  the  House, 
or  why  it  was  not  a  joint  conoem.  He  re- 
membered  that,  on  the  first  election  of  Ur. 
Xauoe^  the  committee  <tftbe  Senate  i^ldied  to 
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him,  as  Speakw  of  the  House,  for  the  nse  criT 
the  chamber  of  the  House ;  and  he  had  told 
them  that  he  would  put  the  chamber  in  order 
for  the  nse  of  the  Senate,  bat  the  control  of  it 
he  did  not  fed  anthorized  to  surrender.  They 
wished  also  to  bring  in  the  fine  red  chairs  of 
the  Senate,  but  he  told  them  it  could  not 
be  done ;  the  pbuu  democratic  chairs  of  tit9 
House  were  more  becoming.  The  consequerice 
was,  that  Mr.  MonrocL  instead  of  taking  the 
oath  within  doors,  took  it  outside,  in  the  open 
air,  in  front  of  the  Gapitol.  Mr.  0.  men- 
tioned this  for  the  purpose  of  makiog  the 
inquiry,  what  was  the  practice,  and  on  what 
it  was  fomided,  and  why  the  Senate  had  the 
ezdu^Te  care  m  adndnistering  the  oath. 

Mr.  Gbcxdt  said  the  committee  had  fbnnd 
no  authority  but  several  preoedait&  whidi 
were  in  ^ot  accordance  with  the  pro- 
position now  proposed  to  be  made.  He  did 
not  recollect  any  instance  in  which  the  House 
had  participated  in  it ;  and,  in  fact,  the  Honse, 
as  sneh,  had  no  existence,  their  term  having 
expired '  on  the  precedit^  day.  The  com- 
mittee had  examined  three  cases  of  more 
modem  date,  and  had  found  nothing  in 
opporition  to  the  practice  proposed.  If  the 
committee  oould  not  get  into  the  House,  tiiey 
could  go  oat  of  doors.  • 

The  resolntioa  was  adopted,  and  Ha  CMr 
was  authorized  to  qipoint  the  above-named 
committee  of  three  members. 

Tke  J>i*tribution  Qiustion. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  considerati<ni 
of  the  fortification  bill ;  and  the  qnestion  being 
on  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  finance,  viz:  to  stadke  ont  the 
second  section  of  t^e  bill^  which  contains  the 
provision  for  the  distribntion  among  the  States 
of  any  surplus  which  may  remain  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  1st  d  January,  1888— [Ifr. 
Calhoun's  plan— J 

Mr.  OATHOTtH  regretted  that  the  committee 
had  not  made  a  written  report  on  so  impor- 
tant a  reoommendatlon. 

Hr.  WraoBT  explained  tiiat  the  seocmd  aeo> 
tioo  of  the  bill  being  nMther  more  nor  leas 
than  the  bill  formerly  introduced  by  the  S«aa- 
tor  from  South  Carolina  himsdf,  the  case  was 
fully  understood  by  all  the  Senate,  and  needed 
no  oonsnmption  of  time  to  explain  it.  As  to  a 
written  report,  there  had  been  no  time  to  prepare 
one,  even  had  the  committee  deemed  it  necessary. 

Mr.  Gaihodk  reminded  the  Senate  of  the 
triumphant  majori^  by  which  the  depomt  bill 
had  been  adopted  at  the  last  session;  and  as 
there  had  occurred  nothing  since  then  to 
change  the  principle  of  the  measure  in  any 
respect  he  was  otmtent  to  rest  the  .fveeent 
questiim  on  the  prindples  then  so  unanswer- 
ably established,  and  the  diaoosston  by  wUoh 
they  had  been  decided  at  the  last  sesmon. 

Mr.  Out  inquired  whether  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  on^rman  of  the  finance  Com- 
mittee ud  those  with  whom  h^e  acted,  tlut  if 
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a  snrplTta  anwe  it  was  to  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  deposit  banks,  where  it  drew  an  interest 
of  two  per  cent,  while  in  the  hands  of  the 
States  it  would  yield  six.  He  was  anxionB  to 
know  what  was  to  be  the  pollcj-  of  the  admin- 
istration  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

[Mr.  Wbioht  interposed,  to  Uj  that  tta  polk^ 
would  be  to  have  no  snrplns.] 

'(A  debate  now  to(^  place  on  the  geaxni 
oharaeter  of  the  measure  Involyed  iu  the  seo- 
tioUf  and  aa  being  a  diabibntiim  under  the 
name  ot  a  depo^  vhioh  oontiiiiied  till  the 
enningreoeBB.) 

The  Senate  took  a  reoass. 

ErsNisa  Sbsbioh'. 
JHOriiuHon  Qumtion~-J>apoHt  viith  the  StaUt. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  oondderaticm  of  the 
Wl  frmn  the  House,  making  appropriatiooB 
for  fiKtifieations,  ico.,  for  the  year  18S7,  the 
qoesticHi  bdng  on  a  motion  to  strike  out  the 
eection  of  the  oill  which  provided  for  a  deposit 
of  the  sorplns  revenne,  on  the  let  of  Janaary 
next,  wilh  the  seTeral  States. 

The  qnestion  was  taken  on  the  motion. 

Teib.— Heana.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Guthbett, 
Swing  of  BlinoiB,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Xing 
of  AUbams,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Ljon,  Nicholaa, 
Kles,  NtmeU,  Fige,  Fhrker,  Bives,  Rifles,  Sevier, 
Stai^  TWUiudge,  Walker,  Wall,  Wi^t— 26. 

Kxm— KeBsra.  BayanL  Calhoun,  ClaTtOQ,  Crit- 
tenden, DfcTifl,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Enigh^  Uoore,  Preatiae,  Preston,  Bobbma,  Sonthord, 
Spenoe,  Swift,  TomUnson,  Webster,  WUte— 19. 
.  So  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  proviuon 
for  the  ^stribntion  among  the  States  of  the 
anrplus  revenue  on  the  let  of  January  next, 
was  decided  in  tiie  affirmative. 

And,  thns  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
li  third  reading. 


Wbdnbbdat,  Uarch  1. 
Tmas  ItuUpmdenee. 

lb.  Wauocb  called  np  his  resolntion  for 
the  recognition  of  the  inoependence  <^  Texas, 
on  which  a  debate  of  mnch  Interest  arose.  Mr. 
W.  advocated  his  resolntion  by  a  speech  of 
innoh  earnestness,  in  which  he  pressed  the 
d^ms  of  Texas  for  recognition  with  mnch 
devoted  ardor. 

He  was  followed  by  Vr.  Pbsstoit,  on  the 
same  side,  who  went  into  an  extensive  review 
of  the  history  of  Mexico,  from  the  period  of 
her  reoogni^m  by  oar  own  Govemment  to 
the  present  tfane,  whenoe  he  deduced  the 
'argnment  that  she  never  had.  In  flKsty  exerdied 
control  over  Texas,  and  wia  in  no  condition  to 
now  enforce  her  daimsc^Boverdanfy.  Hethen 
went  into  a  rimllar  review  of  the  hlstorr  of 
Texas,  past  and  present  and  argned  to  uiow 
that  she  was  fblly  capable  ot  performing  the 
dnties  and  snst^ing  the  responsibilities,  both 
domestic  and  foreign,  which  "Mxmg  to  an  Inde- 
-pcndent  Qtfreriment. 


The  or^nal  reaolvticHi,  aa  afftand  by  Ur. 
Wauceb,  was  aa  fi^lmn  t 

Resolved,  Tbtt  the  State  of  TexM  barhig  esb^ 

llsbed  and  m^taned  an  Independent  Qovenunent, 
callable  of  peifonniog  these  duties,  fordgn  and  do- 
mestic, which  q^iwrtun  to  independent  Govonments, 
and  it  ^ipearina  Hut  there  Is  no  hmger  aoy  reMon- 
able  proE^iect « the  suceoirfU  praaeontlon  (^dw  war 
by  Hexioo  againsT'  said  Stat&  it  is  e^ndlent  mA 
{wopor,  and  in  conformity  wttii  the  laws  of  natuns 
and  the  practice  of  this  Ooremment  in  like  oasea* 
that  the  independent  political  euBtence  of  said  State 
be  admovledged  by  the  Govemment  of  the  United 
Statea** 

The  (jnestiott  on  agredng  to  this  resolution 
was  decided  as  follows : 

YiAS. — ^Meesis.  Bajird,  Benton,  Black,  CBlbono, 
Cnthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grandy,  Hen- 
dricks, Linn,  Moore,  Hoaton,  Niles,  Faricer,  Preston, 
Rives,  Rot^nson,  Bu^es,  Sevier,  Spenoe,  Stniqie^ 
Walker,  White~28. 

Natk— UesBTB.  Brown,  Boobanan,  Cb^ton,  Davis, 
Hubbard,  Kliu;  of  .Alabama,  Klxwof  Oeoi^  En^t, 
Uorria,  )nahda&  Norvell,  Aee.TlPentlBS,  Swift,  lidl^ 
madge,  Tipton,  Tondlnson,  Wall,  Wri^it— 19. 

Bo  the  reeolntion  waa  amed  to. 

The  announcement  of  wis  vote  eaUed  forth 
some  raplanse  from  fhe  galleiy,  whibh  was 
pnunptiy  checked  hj  the  Ohair. 


THUB8DA.T,  March  2. 

Liberation  qf  American  Slave$     Britiih  Av^ 
thorittM — Brigt  Enoomiwa,  miterprite,  and 

Gomet. 

Mr.  Calhoun  stdd  that  it  wonld  be  remem- 
bered that  on  his  motion  a  resolution  was 
adopted,  recmesting  the  President  to  communi- 
cate to  the  Senate  the  correspondence  between 
this  Qovonment  and  that  of  iSreat  Britdn,  In 
relatirai  to  the  case  of  the  bi%B  Encominm  and 
Enterprise.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  Mesaagt 
of  the  Prerident  in  answer  to  the  resdntion, 
from  whudi  he  found  that  there  was  another 
case  (that  of  the  Comet)  of  a  similar  character,- 
of  which  he  was  not  aware  when  he  made  hia 
motion,  and  whioh  occurred  as  far  back  as 
1883.  He  had  read  with  care  the  correflpond- 
enoe,  but,  he  most  say,  with  very  little  satis- 
faction. It  was  all  on  one  nde.  Onr  Eieootivo 
has  been  knod±ig,  (no,  that  is  too  strong  a 
term,)  tapping  gently  at  the  door  of  the  British 
Secretary,  to  Qptain  justice,  for  these  five  years, 
without  receiving  an  answer,  and  this  in  the 
placet  case  ima^naUe.  It  waa  not  hia  inten- 
tion to  oensuv  thoae  who  had  been  inbiuted 
with  the  oorreqMmdence  on  onr  part  Tbtj 
had  written  eam^  and  more  than  enoni^; 
bat  truth  compelled  him  to  say  the  tone  was 
not  high  enough,  oonsideriog  the  injustice  to 
onr  citizens,'  and  the  outrage  on  the  flag  and 
honor  of  the  Union.  His  remarks  were  iotended 
more  especially  for  the  latter  part  of  the  car- 
re^ondenoe,  after  the  long  delay  without  an 
anawer  from  the  British  Govemmttat.  Atfirat, 
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Sa  8o  idain  a  oaae^  little  more  ooold  bo  tluaght 
Mtmarj  tium  a  pUnn  etatement  of  the  Aeta, 
iriiibh  irai  f^mm  in  a  dear  and  satiflfMv 
tory  manner  in  the  letter  of  the  Freaideat  eleot 
ia  uie  oase  of  the  Oomet, 

Without  repeating  what  he  aaid  on  the  intro- 
dttetion  of  the  resolntion,  he  would  remind  the 
Senate  of  the  faota  of  the  case  in  the  briefest 
manner  possible. 

The  three  brigs  were  engaged  in  the  coasting 
tarade,  and,  anion^  other  pasengers,  had  slaves 
on  hoard,  belonging  to  our  oUzeua.  who  were 
sendiDg  them  to  Hm  Sooth- western  States,  with 
a  view  to  settlement.  The  Entorprise  was 
loroed,  hj  stress  ai  weather,  into  Port  £bmil- 
ton,  Bermuda,  whoe  the  slaves  on  board  were 
forciblj  seized  and  detuned  by  tiie  local  au- 
thorities. The  other  two  were  w recited  on  the 
Keyi  belonging  to  the  Bahama  islands,  and  the 
passengers  and  crew  taken  by  wreckers,  con- 
trary to  their  wishes,  into  Nassau,  Hew  Provi- 
dence, where  the  dares  shared  the  same  &to 
ss  at  Bermuda. 

These  were  the  essential  facte  of  the  case. 
He  did  not  intend  to  argue  the  questions  that 
grew  ont  of  them.  There  was,  indeed^  little 
or  no  ground  for  argument.  Ko  one  in  the 
least  oonvcrsant  with  the  laws  xji  nations  can 
doubt  that  these  vessels  wen  as  mneh  under 
the  protection  of  oar  flag,  while  on  their  voy- 
age, prooeedlug  ttom  one  port  of  the  Union  to 
another,  as  if  they  were  in  port,  lying  at  the 
wharves,  within  onr  acknowledged  JnrUdiotion. 
Hor  is  it  less  dear,  that  forced  as  the  Enter- 
prise was  by  stress  of  weather,  and  taken, 
nnder  the  dronmstances  that  the  passengers 
and  crews  of  the  other  two  were,  into  the 
British  domioioiM,  they  lost  none  of  tiie  rij^ts 
which  belonged  to  them  whUe  on  their  voyage 
on  the  ocean.  So  far  otherwise,  so  fer  from 
lonng  the  protection  which  oar  flag  gave  them 
while  on  the  ocean,  they  had  superadded,  by 
their  misfortunes,  the  additional  rights  whit^ 
the  laws  of  htunanity  extend  to  the  unfortunate 
ta  their  ritnationf  ioA  which  are  regarded  by 
all  dviUzed  natiras  as  saered.  It  follows^  as  a 
Deceasary  oonsecftMikoe,  Hiat  fiie  mmdeipal  laws 
of  the  place  oomd  not  divest  the  ownm  of  the 
pn^wrty  which,  as  citizens  of  the  TJotted 
States,  they  had  in  the  slaves  who  were  pss- 
eengers  in  the  vessds ;  and  yet,  as  dear  as  is 
this  eondudon,  they  were  forcibly  seized  and 
detained  by  the  local  authorities  of  the  islands ; 
and  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  after 
five  years*  n^otiation,  has  not  only  withheld 
redress,  bnt  has  not  even  deigned  to  answer 
the  often-repeated  application  of.  our  Govern- 
ment for  redress.  We  are  thus  left  by  its  silence 
to  conjecture  the  reason  for  so  extraordinuy  a 
course. 

On  easting  his  eyes  over  the  whole  suUect, 
he  could  fix  on  but  one  that  had  the  least 
plannUlify,  and  that  resting  on  a  principle 
whidi  it  was  scaredy  credible  that  a  Govern- 
ment so  intelligent  oonld  assume:  he  meant 
the  prind^  that  there  oould  not  be  property 


in  perwma.  It  was  not  fbr  him  to  ol^wt  that 
Great  Antafaif  or  any  other  oonntry,  should 
assome  that  or  any  other  prindfde  it  mii^t 
think  pn^ier,  as  ^lioable  to  Us  sul^eota;  out 
he  must  protest  agunst  the  ri(^t  to  adopt  it  as 
ap^oahle  to  our  country  or  dtizens.  It  would 
strike  at  the  independenoe  of  onr  country,  and 
would  not  be  less  insulting  than  outrageous; 
while  it  would  ill  become  a  natioa  that  was 
the  greatest  slaveholder  of  any  on  earth,  not* 
withstanding  all  cant  about  emancipaUiHi,  to 
amtly  such  a  principle  in  her  interooorse  widi 
others.  It  is  time  to  i^eak  out  boldly  on  thia 
subject,  and  to  expose  fireely  the  folly  and 
hypoensy  of  those  who  aoonse  others  of  wha^ 
if  tiiere  oe  guilt,  they  are  more  guilty  them- 
sdvea. 

Ours  is  not  the  <»ily  mode  in  which  man  may 
have  dondnitHi  over  man.  The  principle  whidi 
would  abrof^  the  property  of  onr  oitizeos  in 
their  daves  wonld  equally  abrogate  the  do< 
minion  of  Great  Britdn  over  the  subject  na- 
tions under  her  control.  If  one  individual  oan 
have  no  property  in  another,  how  can  one 
nation,  which  is  but  an  Aggr^ia  of  indi> 
vidnals,  have  dominion,  which  involves  the 
highest  right  of  property,  over  another?  If 
man  has,  by  nature,  the  right  of  self-^vem- 
ment,  have  not  oationa,  on  the  same  pnndple, 
an  emal  right  t  And  il  the  former  {wbids  (Hie 
individual  from  having  property  In  another 
individual,  does  not  tl^  other  equally  &rbiA 
one  nation,  holding  dooninion  over  another? 
How  incondstent  would  it  be  in  Great  Britaon 
to  withhold  redress  for  injustice  to  our  dtiaens 
committed  in  the  West  Indies,  on  the  ground 
that  persons  could  not  be  property,  while  in 
the  East  Indies  she  exercises  unlimited  do- 
minion over  more  than  a  hundred  millions  of 
human  beings,  whose  labor  she  controls  aa 
e£fectually  as  our  citizens  do  that  of  their 
slaves  [  It  is  not  to  be  credited  that  she  will 
ventnre  to  assume,  in  her  relation  with  us,  a 
prindf^  so  utterly  indefensible,  and  whidi 
could  not  but  e:qM»e  her  to  in^nitationa  whidi 
would  make  her  dnomity  questionable.  Thia. 
she  must  see,-  and  to  Hm  fiwt  that  she  does  he 
attributed  her  loog  and  obstinato  nleuce. 

Bnt  it  may  be  asked,  why,  then,  does  she 
not  make  reparation  ai  onoe  in  so  dear  a  case  ? 
Why  not  restore  the  daves,  or  make  ample 
compensation  to  tiieir  owners!  He  could 
ima^e  bnt  one  motive :  she  bad  among  her 
suljeots  many  whose  fanatical  feeling  on  this 
subject  she  was  unwillinK  to  offend;  but,  while 
respecting  tiie  feedings  of  her  subjects,  bUnd  and 
misdirected  as  they  are,  die  onght  not  to  forget 
that  our  Gh>venunent  is  also  bound  to  respect 
the  fedkigs  of  its  dtizens.  Let  her  remember 
that)  if  to  resMot  the  rights  which  onr  dtiMna 
hare  over  thar  daTca  be  <^bnBtve  to  any  por^ 
tion  of  her  sni^eota,  how  much  more  so  would 
it  be  to  oar  dtiaos  tot  our  Gorwmnent  to 
acquiesce  in  her  rdtasal  to  respect  our  right  to 
establish  the  relation  whiob  one  portitm  OF  our 
pt^mlattoaahall  Iuvq  to  Miotheri  and  how  nn- 
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naaonaUe  it  vonld  be  for  her  to  eroeot  fiiat 

our  GovenuneQt  eiioald  be  more  indinerent  to 
the  feelings  of  its  citizens  than  hers  to  any 
portion  of  her  saUects.  He,  with  every  lover 
of  his  country,  on  both  tadea,  desired  sincerely 
to  see  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  two  conn- 
tries  preserved ;  but  he  held  that  the  only  con- 
dition on  which  they  conld  possibly  be  pre- 
served was  that  of  petiect  equality  and  a  mutual 
respect  for  their  respective  institutions ;  and  he 
oould  not  but  see  tnat  a  perseverance  in  with- 
holding redress  in  these  cases  must  in  the  end, 
difitnrb  the  friendly  relations  which  now  so 
bam>ihr  exist  between  the  two  countriea. 

He  iH^ied,  oa  resmniiig  i^  oorreawndeDoe, 
oar  Oovemment  vonld  press  tlie  damn  fm  re- 
dress in  a  manner  &r  more  earnest  and  becom- 
ing the  importance  of  tiie  sabjeot  than  it  has 
heretofore  done.  It  seemed  to  him  that  a  vast 
deal  too  much  had  been  said  abont  the  decision 
of  the  courts  and  the  acts  of  the  Briti^  Got- 
ermneat  than  ought  to  have  been.  They  have 
Uttle  or  nothing  to  do  wilh  the  case,  and  can 
have  no  force  wnatever  against  the  groonds  on 
which  our  claims  for  jnstice  stand.  However 
binding  on  their  own  salgectfl,  or  foreigners 
Toluntarily  entering  her  dominions,  they  can 
have  no  binding  effect-  whatever,  where  mis- 
ibrtune,  such  as  in  these'  oases^  placed  our 
citizens  within  her  jurisdiction. 

If  they  be  properly  presented,  and  pressed 
(m  I2ie  attention  of  the  British  Oovemment,  he 
eoold  not  donht  but  that  speedy  and  ample 
Jostice  would  be  done.  It  oonld  not  be  with- 
ndd  bnt  by  an  open  refhsal  to  do  justice,  which 
he  conld  not  anticipate.  As  to  himself  he 
should  feel  bound,  as  one  of  &e  representatives 
from  the  slaveholding  States,  which  had  a 
pecnliar  and  deep  interest  in  the  question,  to 
bring  this  case  annually  before  Congress,  so 
Ions  as  he  held  a  seat  on  tiiiB  floor,  if  redress 
■hail  be  BO  l<Hig  withheld. 


Fbidat,  Haroh  8 
2favjf  Pention  Fund. 

"iix.  Btraa,  from  the  Oomndttee  on  Kaval 
Affairs,  reported  a  recommendation  that  tbe 
Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments  from  the 
Bouse  of  Representatives  to  the  bill  for  the 
more  equitable  adndnlitration  of  the  navy 
pemaon  fbnds. 

Mr.  B.  explained  the  ground  of  the  recom- 
mendation. The  bill  of  the  Senate  went  to 
ruse  the  pensions  of  the  widows  of  officers 
before  March,  1886,  to  the  level  of  those  since 
tiiat  date,  while  the  amendment  of  the  House 
proposed  to  cut  down  the  pei^ons  unoe  1886 
to  tlie  level  of  those  before  that  tim& 

ThA  recommttidation'  of  the  'committee  was 
Hsentod  to,  and  tiie  Senate  diBagreed  to  the 
aman^ent  from  Uie  Honse. 

i>irir»&tt<i0A  QuuUon—DepoaU  tmtA  (he  i8tate$. 
A  meaaage  was  xeedved  from  tiie  Howe  d 


[HucB,188r« 

Representatives,  informing  the  Senate  that  the 
Honse  adhered  to  its  disagreement  to  the 
amendmenti  of  tha  Senate  to  the  forttfioaUon 

bill. 

ISr.  Wrioht  thereupon  moved  that  the  Sen* 

ate  adhere  to  its  amendment. 

Ur.  Oalhoun  observed  that  this  was  a  very 
important  amendment  indeed,  and  one  whidi 
he  deeply  regretted  the  committee  had  deemed 
it  proper  to  report.  He  could  not  consent  to 
sit  by  in  silence,  and  suffer  the  question  to  be 
taken,  withont  at  least  requeuing  to  hear  some 
reason  why  an  amoidment  of  this  eharaoter 
had  been  reported.  If  there  should  be  a  large 
surplus  in  the  Treasnry,  as  there  was  every 
reason  to  eneot  &site  would  be,  the  natural  and 
proper  distaibittion  of  it  was  obviondy  to  return 
it  to  the  people.  He  conld  not  bnt  express  hia 
surprise  that  the  committee  shonld  expect  tbe 
Senate  to  strike  ont  an  amendment  of  this  im* 
portance,  simply  on  their  recommendation. 

Mr.  Wbiqht  said  that  it  was  not  his  purpose 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  at  uiie  late 
period  of  the  session.  Kone  knew  better  than 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  the  nature  of 
the  amendment,  and  the  bearings  of  the  whole 
question.  The  subject  was  as  well  understood 
by  every  member  of  tiie  Senate  as  it  oonld  be 
by  the  committee.  The  section  wMoh  the 
Honse  of  Bepresentativea  had  added  to  tfala 
bill  was  precisely  the  MH  introduced  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session  by  the  honorable 
gentlexoan  from  South  Carolina  himself  which 
had  bran  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee, 
and  long  since  reported  on.  Sorely,  the  gentle- 
man did  not  expect  a  written  report  on  a  bill 
referred  bnt  yesterday,  and  embracing  a  subject 
of  such  vast  magnitude.  The  amendment  in- 
volved as  important  a  qnestion  as  ever  had 
been  submitted  to  Congress ;  and  if  this  had 
been  the  first  time  the  Senate  had  ever  heard 
of  it,  there  would  have  been  great  prf^riety  in 
requiring  either  a  written  report,  or  at  least 
some  vurbal  explanatitm  in  r^[ard  to  it.  Bat 
Mr,  W.  did  not  feel  bomtdf  as  the  ease  atood, 
to  make  a  long  report  on  a  matter  witlt  which 
everybody  was  familiar,  and  on  which  he 
could  not  st^;gest  a  dn^e  new  idea.  A  report, 
under  snch  circnmstanoes,  would,  if  made, 
chmge  no  opinion.  This  was  the  simple  ex- 
planation which  he  had  to  make  (so  far  as  he 
was  personally  concerned)  in  reply  to  the  call 
of  the  honorable  Scuoator  from  South  Carolina. 

After  some  Airther  debate,  the  Senate  dster- 
mined  to  adhere  to  its  disagreement. 

Tsia. — KespB.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchuun,  Cutb- 
bert,  Ewing  of  lUincttS,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King  of  AlntmiTiA^  King  of  Geoigii^  Linn,  Lyon, 
Konton,  ITicholas,  Niles,  Xorrdl,  Pago,  FsAer, 
Bives,  Robinson,  Bugles,  Sevier,  Stnoge,  Ttll- 
madge.  Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 27. 

Nats. — ^Kessra.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Olay,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Swing  of  Ohio,  Hendrit^  Keat, 
Eniriit,  VoLean,  ICowe,  Uonis,  Fnntiv,  Preston, 
Boldiins,  Southard,  e^enoe,  Bmt,  Upton,  Taailhh 
son,  Webster,  Wlute  88. 
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l%anh»  to  ih»  Prendmtpro  tern, 

Hr.  KiHG,  of  Alabama,  the  President  pro 
tm^  haTing  temporarilr  left  the  ohair, 

Mr.  Datib  sabmitted  the  following  resoln- 
tioD,  which  was  Tinanimoiialy  adopted  : 

JUtolixd^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  ten- 
dered to  the  honorablfl  Willux  B.  Kiho^  Fteddent 
jm  tMmpon^  for  his  late  imputial  and  digidfled  ser- 
Tlces  M  preiidiiig  officer. 

Adornment. 
Vt.  Hcbbabd,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President,  and  inform 
nim  that  the  two  Houses  of  Oongreea,  having 
finished  the  hnsiness  before  them,  were  now 
ready  to  adjourn,  unless  he  had  some  farther 
communication  to  make,  reported  that  thej 
had  performed  the  datj  assigned  them,  and 
were  uaswered  by  the  President  that  he  had 
no  other  ofBcial  commnnication  to  make,  but 
fliat  he  had  charged  him  to  say  that  it  was  the 
wish  of  his  heart  that  each  member  of  Congress 
might  enjoy  health  and  prosperity  in  thia 
world,  and  happiness  in  the  next. 
On  motion  ot  Mr.  WBSSTKa, 
The  Senate  t3ion  a^onmed  tine  dis. 


EXTRA  BSSSIOir  OF  THE  aSjetATB. 
"The  PaisiDnT  or  im  UmaD  Stazb, 

"7b  i  BtntOorfor     8iaU of  . 

"  By  Tiitne  (tf  the  power  rested  In  me  by  the  con- 
ititotioD,  I  hereby  conTcne  the  Senate  of  die  United 
States,  to  meet  in  the  Senate  chamber  on  the  4th  day 
of  Uarch  next,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  re- 
ceive any  communication  the  President  of  the  umted 
StitH  may  thbk  it  his  daty  to  make. 

"ANDREW  JACKSON. 
"DacXMBoaO,  188ft.'' 

Satcbdat,  Ifarofa  4. 

In  conformity  with  Hxb  abore-redted  snm- 
mom  from  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States, 
the  Senate  anemUed  in  their  obambw,  in  tiie 
eitr  of  Waahington,  at  10  o'dodc  A  iC.  this 

'^e  Senate  was  called  to  order  by  Hr.  Kmo, 
of  Alabama,  the  late  President  wv  tern, 

RiOHASD  If.  JoHNBON,  of  Eentocky,  Yi<» 
Frerident  of  the  United  States,  being  present, 
was  condncted  to  the  Secretary's  table  by  Hr, 
Gbitkdt,  and  tiie  oath  to  support  the  Oonstitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States  having  been  adminia- 
tered  to  him,  Hr.  Kma,  vacated  the  ohur,  and 
Hr.  Johnson  took  his  seat  as  Pre^dent  of  the 
Senate  and  Vice  Preddeat  of  the  United  States. 

The  ViOB  Pbesideht,  on  taking  the  chair, 
addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

CfenUtme*  of  th»  Senate :  In  entering  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  presiding^fficer  of  this 
body,  the  neoesdtj  of  addresE^ng  its  members  has 
been  very  mndi  lensonnd,  If  not  nperseded,  by  the 
i^tportunity  allbrded  me  of  presmtmg  acme  of  my 
sentiments  irtien  I  aooepted  me  dtnatloB, 
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I  catmot,  however,  penult  the  iHresent  occasion  to 
pass  wittioQt  agalu  tendering  to  you  my  fpstefbl  a» 
knowledgments  tot  the  booor  bonfeired  upon  me  by 

your  ch<»(». 

There  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  upon  tliifl  globe,  a 
l^^lative  body  more  respectable  and  more  exalted 
in  character  than  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ; 
and  there  is  not,  perbiqis,  a  deliberative  assembly 
existing  where  the  pretidins  officer  has  less  diffi- 
culty in  preserving  order.  This  fodllty  is  attribut- 
able principally  to  two  causes ;  the  intelligence  and 
patriotism  of  the  members  who  compose  the  body, 
and  that  personal  respect  and  oonrtesy  which  have 
always  been  extended  from  one  member  to  another,  in 
its  deliberations.  These  qualities  have  a  tendency  to 
produce  a  onity  of  design,  and  a  mutual  confidence, 
in  tiie  ultimate  object  of  ail,  whatever  difference  of 
ofMnion  may  exist  in  relation  to  the  means  of  gain- 
ing the  common  end ;  and  Inctdcate  that  sentimeat 
of  equality  among  the  members  which  constitutes  the 
essential  prindple  of  our  free  institutions,  and  wfaicb 
will  never  cease  to  animate  a  body  so  enlij^itened  as 
this.  These  reflections  have  mitigated  £e  intense 
anxiety  of  mind,  and  well-founded  qnwclienrionL 
ariidag  from  a  oonsdonsnesB  (tf  my  own  deBdencyof 
qnsll&atois  to  preride  over  this  elevated  body. 

In  tiie  exerdse  of  the  powers  ccmfbiTed  upon  me 
by  ^e  constitnUcm,  it  shall  be  my  eflbrt  to  ponue 
that  course  <^  conduct  which  has  recommended  me 
to  the  oonsidwatton  of  my  fellow-citizens — a  Jaithfnl 
disdiarge  ci  my  pnUio  duties,  to  the  extent  of  my 
abilities,  and  in  a  manner  that  shall  seem  best  calcu- 
lated to  give  aatisfiutton  to  alL  Contanplating  the 
duties  and  ceremonies  ^f  this  day,  it  might  be 
considered  improper  in  me  to  consume  any  more 
your  time  by  adverting  to  other  subjects,  however 
relevant  to  the  new  position  which  I  now  occupy. 
I  sliall,  therefore,  dose  my  remarks  by  infuming  the 
Senate  that  I  am  now  ready  to  proceed  with  the  bus- 
iness for  which  we  are  aasoobled. 

There  were  now  ascertained  to  be  presrait 
every  Sen^r  from  every  State  in  the  Uidon, 
except  <me,  (Hr.  HoKxnut,  of  Alabama,)  bdn; 
fifty-one  in  number. 

The  new  members  present  were — 

From  Indiana,  Oltvkk  H.  Smith  ;  from  Illi- 
nois, BicHABD  H.  TomuG ;  from  Ohio,  William 
Alueh  ;  from  Haine,  Betjkl  Wuxiahs  ;  from 
Gonnectiout,  Pbbbt  Smith. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  the  constitnllon  was 
then  admii^stered  by  ma  Yiox  PniBiinRT  to 
the  new  Senators,  and  those  Smaton  re-eleoted, 
ucei^  tfr,  Sivna,  of  Arkansas  the  oonsidera- 
tion  of  whose  credentials  of  t^xHntmrat  by  the 
Governor  (as  to  fillioff  the  vacant^  oeoarioned 
by  the  expiration  of  Eis  own  term)  was  post- 
pcmed  to  Honday. 

The  Senate  continued  its  sittdngs  on  Honday, 
Tnesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  followii^f, 
and  were  engaged,  principally,  upon  executive 
business— acting  upon  the  nominations  of  the 
President. 

On  Tu^ay,  Hr.  GRuimT,  fhmi  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  reported  "  that  tiie  Hon.  Ambbobi 
B.  SaviKB  is  entitied  to  his  seat  as  a  Senator 
fiwm  Arkansas,  nnder  tiie  executive  appoint- 
ment of  the  ITtn  of  January.  1887 ;  and  that  ha 
now  bare  t3w  oaUx  of  raoce  vcoordin^j  ad- 
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teinistered  to  him."  On  "WedneaAay  tiiei^rart 
■was  deb&ted,  and  on  the  qnesdon  <^  agreeing 
to  it  the  yeaa  find  najs  were  as  follows ; 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Xorvell,  Fierce,  Preston, 
Rivca,  Eobinson,  Eupgles,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tip- 
ton, Walker,  Wall,  AVhite,  Wright,  Young— 26. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Blacli,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  McKcan,  Morris,  Mouton,  Frentiss,  Robbins, 
&uith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Webster,  Williams 
—18. 

Mr.  SEvnat  then  appeared  and  took  the  oath 
of  office. 

The  Vice  Phesident  having  retired  from  the 
chair  on  Tuesday,  according  to  nsage,  to  allow 
of  the  dioice  of  a  Fi'esident  pro  tern,  before 
the  o^joQ'^^^  ^0  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  a  President  pro  tem,j  when  'Wnxiiii  B. 
EjNO,  o£  AUbama,  was  elected. 

At  Hie  dose  of  Thnraday 's  utting,  a  committee 
was  appointed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  'Wxioht,  to 
annonnoe  to  the  Pre^dent  of  the  United  States 
that  the  Senate  had  got  through  its  business, 
and  was  ready  to  adjoara,  if  he  had  no  farther 
commnntcation  to  make  to  them.  Ifr.  WBiaar 
and  Mr.  Ltoh  were  appointed  a  oommittee 
accor^ugly. 

On  Friday  morning,  at  10  o'doct,  the  com- 
mittee reported  that  they  had  discharged  the 
duty  thus  confided  to  them,  and  had  received 
Ibr  answer  that  the  President  bad  no  further 
commanication  to  make  them.  And  then 

The  Senate  a^oumed  nne  die. 

Inauffumtion     J'nUdent  Van  Surm. 

On  Saturday,  the  4th  of  Mirch,  Uartin  Van  Bnren, 
Esq.,  Freaident  elect  of  the  United  States,  was  in- 
duoted  into  office  irith  the  usual  foimalities  and 
ceremooiea ;  and  thereapon  deUvered  the  fbUovring 
{naaganl  address : 

Fiuov-oiniBita:— The  {Kaetice  of  all  my  prede- 
oesson  hnpowfl  on  me  an  obligation  I  <dieeTiuUy  fiil- 
fll,  to  accompany  the  first  lad  solemn  act  of  my 
public  trust,  with  an  avowal  of  the  principles  that 
will  guide  me  m  performing  it,  and  an  expression  of 
my  feelings  on  a^uming  a  charge  so  responsiMe  end 
vast  In  imitating  theur  example,  I  tread  in  the  foot- 
atepa  of  Ulnstriooa  men,  whose  snperion,  It  is  our 
bqqnneas  to  believe,  an  not  found  on  the  executive 
calendar  of  any  country.  Among  them  we  Teooniize 
tbe  earliest  and  firmest  pillars  of  the  repablSc ;  uose 
by  whom  our  national  independoioe  was  first  de- 
qtared ;  him  who,  above  all  others,  oontributed  to 
estabUab  it  on  the  field  of  battle;  and  those  whose 
eo^wnded  intellect  and  patriot^am  constracted,  im- 
proved,  and  perfected,  the  ineetimaUe  institutions 
under  iriiioh  we  Hve.  If  such  men,  in  the  poeitioQ  I 
BOW  occi^iy,  felt  themselves  overwtidaied  by  a  aense 
of  gratitude  for  this,  the  hif^iest  of  all  matb  of  their 
country's  confidence,  and  by  a  consciousness  of  their 
inability  adequately  to  discharge  the  dutUs  of  an 
office  so  ^fflcult  and  exalted,  how  much  more  must 
these  consideradons  a^ct  one  who  can  rely  on  no 
iadLotafanifiir&TOr  orlinbeaniioa.  UnUndlwho 
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have  preceded  me,  the  Revolution,  ihai  gave  us  ex- 
istence as  one  people,  was  wihicved  at  the  period  of 
my  Uith;  and,  whilst  I  contemplate  iriA  gvateM 
reverence  that  memOTable  event,  I  feel  that  I  belong 
to  a  later  age,  and  that  I  may  not  expect  my  coun- 
trymen to  weigh  my  acdons  with  the  same  khid  and 
partial  hand. 

So  sensibly,  fellow-citizens,  do  these  circumstance 
press  themselves  upon  me,  that  Z  should  not  daze 
to  enter  upon  my  path  of  duty,  did  I  not  look  for 
the  generous  aid  of  those  who  will  be  assodated  with 
me  in  the  various  and  co-ordinate  branches  of  the 
Government ;  did  I  not  repose,  with  unwavering  re- 
liance, on  the  patriotism,  the  intelligence,  ana  the 
kindness,  of  a  people  who  never  yet  deserted  a  pub- 
lic servant  honestly  laboring  in  their  canae ;  and, 
above  all,  did  I  not  permit  myself  humbly  to  hope 
for  the  sustaining  support  of  an  erer-watchful  and 
beneficent  Providence. 

To  the  confidence  and  consolation  derived  from 
ttiese  sources,  it  would  be  ungrateful  not  to  add  those 
which  ^ring  from  our  present  fortunate  condition. 
Though  not  altogether  exempt  fVom  embarrasBments 
that  msturb  our  tranquilUty  at  home  and  threaten  It 
abroad,  yet,  in  all  Uie  attributes  of  a  great,  happy, 
and  flourishing  people,  we  stand  without  a  paralld 
in  the  worid.  Abroad,  we  eqjoy  the  respect  and, 
with  scarcely  an  exception,  the  friendship  of  every 
nation.  At  b<»Be,  while  our  Qovemment  quietiy, 
but  efficiently,  performs  the  sole  legitimate  end  of 
poUtieal  institutions;,  in  doing  the  greatest  good  to 
the  greatest  number,  we  presort  an  aggwgtte  of  hu- 
man prosperity  surely  not  dseiriiere  to  be  found. 

How  imperious,  tiien,  is  the  obltgation  imposed 
upon  every  dtixen,  in  his  own  sphere  cC  actimi, 
whether  limited  or  extended,  to  exert  himself  in  per- 
petuating a  condition  of  thinn  so  singularly  happy. 
All  the  lessons  of  history  and  experi«ice  must  be 
lost  upon  ua,  if  we  are  oontent  to  trust  altme  to  the 
peculiar  advantages  we  h^^n  to  possess.  Foaition 
and  dimate,  and  the  bounteous  resources  that  nature 
has  scattered  with  so  liberal  a  hand— even  the  dif- 
fused intelligence  and  elevated  character  of  our  peo- 
[rie — ^will  avail  ns  nothing,  if  we  ftil  sacredly  to  up- 
hold those  political  institutions  that  were  wisely  and 
ddiberately  formed  with  reference  to  every  circum- 
stance that  eould  preserve,  or  nus^t  enduiger,  the 
Wesripgs  wo  eiOoy.  The  tiions^U&il  firamen  of 
our  constitution  legislated  for  our  country  as  they 
found  it.  Looking  upon  it  with  the  eyes  of  stateft> 
men  and  of  patriots,  they  saw  all  the  sources  of  ramd 
and  wonderthl  prosperity ;  but  they  saw  also  that 
various  haluts,  opioionH,  and  institutions,  peculiar  to 
the  various  potions  cnT  so  vast  a  region,  were  deeply 
fixed.  Distinct  sovereignties  were  in  actual  exist- 
ence, whose  cordial  union  was  essential  to  the  wel- 
fare and  happiness  of  alt.  Between'  many  of  them 
there  was,  at  least  to  some  extent,  a  real  diversity  of 
hitereets,  liable  to  he  exoggerated  throu^  dnister 
dedgns;  they  dilTered  in  dze,  in  popnlatioD,  in 
wealth,  and  in  actual  and  prospective  resources  and 
power}  they  varied  in  the  duuracter  of  their  faklaBfacy 
and  staple  productions;  and  in  some  existed  do- 
mestic institationa  wlddi,  vnwlsdy  disturbed,  might 
endaiKcar  tiie  harmony  d  tiie  whole.  Host  ooreftiUy 
were  ul  these  circumstonoes  weighed,  and  the  foun- 
dations of  the  new  Government  laid  upon  principles 
of  reciprocal  ooncesdon  and  equitable  compromise. 
The  jeoloudes  whidi  the  nnaller  States  might  enter- 
tain of  the  power  of  Uie  rest  were  aUayod  by  a  rule  of 
rqatscBtaaop,  oanftasedly  nwqaat  at  that  tiiM^  Mid 
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dedgoed  forever  to  remain  so.  A  natural  fear  that 
the  DToad  Boopo  iji  geoenl  Icgfwlathm  Dugbt  bear 
apoD,  and  unwisely  control,  partimilar  tnterestB,  vaa 
eountemctod  by  limita  etrictly  drawn  around  the 
action  of  the  federal  authority ;  and  to  the  people 
and  the  States  waa  left  unimpaired  their  sovereign 
power  over  the  innumerable  subjects  embraced  in  the 
Internal  government  of  a  just  repuldic,  excepting 
such  only  as  necessarily  ^pertain  to  the  concerns  at 
the  whole  confederacy,  or  its  intercourse,  as  a  united 
eommunity,  with  the  other  nations  of  the  world. 
-  This  provident  forecast  has  been  verified  by  time. 
Half  a  century,  teeming  with  extraordinary  events, 
and  elsewhere  producing  astonishing  results,  has 
passed  along,  but  on  our  instltodons  it  has  left  no 
itgurioua  mark.  From  a  small  community  we  have 
xisen  to  a  people  powerM  in  numbers  and  in 
strength ;  bat  with  our  increase  haa  gone,  hand  in 
hand,  the  pn^ress  of  just  prindplea ;  the  privileges, 
dvil  and  religious,  of  ^e  humblest  individual  are 
still  sacredly  protected  at  home;  anO,  while  the 
tbIot  and  fortitude  of  our  people  have  removed  far 
from  us  the  slightest  apimhension  of  foreign  power, 
they  have  not  yet  indooed  u^  in  a  single  instance,  to 
filiget  irtiat  is  r^t  Oar  conmeroe  has  been  ex- 
tended to  the  remotest  nations ;  the  value  and  even 
iMtnre  of  our  productlnis  has  been  grea^  dumged ; 
a  vide  difference  has  arisen  in  the  rdtttive  wealth 
and  resources  of  every  portion  of  our  country ;  yet 
tiie  spirit  of  mutual  H^ard  and  of  &ithful  adherence 
to  existing  compacts  has  continued  to  prev^  In  our 
councils,  and  never  long  been  absent  from  our  con- 
duct. We  have  learned  by  experienoe  a  fruiUul 
iMSon :  that  an  implicit  and  nnderlating  adherenoe 
to  the  prindpiea  on  which  we  set  out  can  carry  va 
pro^eroody  onward,  ttiroag^  all  tiw  oonfflirta  of  oir- 
oomstancea  and  the  vieiantodes  inaepvable  from  the 
lapse  of  years. 

The  Buooess  that  has  thus  attended  our  great  ex- 
periment is,  in  Itaalf,  a  tofBiBent  cause  for  gratitude, 
on  ueonnt  of  the  bupv^atm  it  has  icttullj<x»d1aired, 
and  the  examide  it  haa  onanswerabfy  nven.  But 
to  me,  my  fellow-dtizens,  loddng  forward  to  ^e  far- 
dstant  fVitore,  with  ardent  prayers  and  oonfl^ng 
hopes,  this  retroapect  presents  a  ground  for  still 
deeper  delight.  It  Impresses  on  my  mind  a  firm 
beUrf  that  the  peipetui^  of  our  institntlons  depends 
i^on  oarselves;  ttitt,  If  we  maintain  Ae  jBinoipleB 
OB  wbtA  they  mre  established,  they  are  destfaied  to 
oonfn  their  braeflts  on  couotteas  genwotions  yet  to 
oome;  and  that  America  will  present  to  every  Mend 
of  mankind  the  dieerin^  proof  that  a  popular  Gov- 
ernment, wisely  formed,  la  wanting  in  no  dement  of 
endurance  or  strength,  fifty  years  ago,  its  ii4>id 
f^tue  was  b(4dly  predicted.  Latent  and  nnoontrol- 
lable  causes  of  dissolatioD  were  supposed  to  exist, 
even  by  the  vise  and  sood;  and  not  only  (fid  on- 
friendly  or  ipeeulative  uwotfsta  anticipate  for  us  the 
fate  of  past  republics,  bat  the  fean  of  many  an 
honest  patriot  overtmlaoced  his  sanguine  hopes. 
Look  back  on  these  fbreboAiiA  not  bistily,  but  re- 
luctantly made,  and  see  hov^  ui  every  InBtimim,  tiiey 
have  completely  failed. 

An  imperfect  experience,  daring  tiie  sttnggles  of 
the  Revwution,  was  supposM  to  vamnt  the  belief 
Oat  die  pei^Ie  would  not  bear  tfae  tuutioa  reqnirite 
to  discharge  an  immense  pnbUo  debt  already  in- 
curred, and  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the 
Government.  The  cost  of  two  wan  has  been  pidd, 
not  only  without  a  unmnnr,  but  vMi  onequHed 
aberi^.  Ho  one  Is  nov  Mi  to  dtidit  tint  «VM7 
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burden  will  be  che^fnlly  borne  that  may  he  neoee- 
saryto  sustain  our  dvU  institudona,  <u  gnaid  our 
honor  or  ourvelftre.  Indeed,  dl  eiqpenenee  has 
shown  that  the  willingness  of  the  people  to  contribute 
to  these  ends,  in  cases  of  emergency,  has  unlfbrmly 
outrun  the  confidence  of  their  representatives. 

In  the  early  stfiges  of  the  new  Oovemment,  when 
all  felt  the  impodog  inflnence  aa  they  recognized  tbo 
unequalled  services  of  the  first  President,  it  was  a 
common  sentiment,  that  the  great  weight  of  his  char- 
acter could  alone  bind  the  discordant  materials  of 
our  Government  together,  and  save  us  from  the  vio- 
lence of  contending  factions.  Since  hia  death  nearly 
forty  years  are  gone.  Party  exasperation  has  been 
often  carried  to  its  highest  point ;  the  virtue  and 
the  fortitude  of  the  people  have  sometimes  been 
greatiy  tried ;  yet  our  system,  purified  and  enhanced 
in  value  by  all  it  lus  encountered,  still  raeeerves  ita 
sjiurlt  of  free  and  fearless  diseusskm,  blended  with 
unimpaired  fhttemal  feeling. 

The  capacity  of  the  people  for  self-goTemment, 
and  their  willingness,  from  a  high  sense  of  duty,  and 
without  those  exhibitions  of  coennve  power  so  gener- 
ally employed  in  other  counties,  to  submit  to  all 
nendlU  restraints  and  exactions  of  the  municipal  lav, 
have  also  been  fitvorably  exemplified  In  the  Idstory' 
of  tiw  American  States.  Occasionally,  it  is  tni^ 
the  ardOT  of  public  sentiment,  outrunning  the  r^ular 
progress  of  &o  judicial  tribunals,  or  seeUng  to  reach 
cases  not  denounced  as  erimioal  by  the  exietiDg  lav, 
has  displayed  Itself  in  a  manner  calculated  to  ^ve 
pain  to  the  iHends  of  free  government,  and  to  en- 
courage the  bopea  of  those  -who  wish  for  its  over- 
throv.  Tliese  oocurrenoes,  however,  have  been  &r 
less  frequent  in  our  eoontry  than  m  any  other  of 
equal  population  on  tiie  ^obe ;  and,  with  the  diSh- 
Aoa  of  intelligence,  it  may  well  he  hoped  that  they 
will  oimstantly  HiminiBh  in  frequency  and  violence. 
The  generous  patriotism  and  sound  common  sense  of 
the  great  mass  of  our  fellow-eitliens  will  assuredly, 
In  time,  produce  this  result;  for  as  every  aaannptioa 
of  ill^al  power  not  only  wounds  the  majeety  of  the 
lav,  but  furnishes  a  pretext  for  abridging  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  the  latter  have  the  most  direct  and 
permanent  interest  inpreaa*vlng  ^e  landmarks  of 
social  (^er,  and  mainteiulng,  on  all  occasions,  the 
iavitd^lity  ct  those  ocmetitntional  and  legal  provi* 
eiona  which  tbev  themselres  hove  made.  ' 

Inasopposed  nnfltnessof  oorliistltatioiisfiirllnBe 
hostile  emeivencies  which  no  country  can  alvayt 
avoid,  tiieir  mends  found  a  finiitAil  source  of  appre- 
hension, thefaf  enemies  of  hope.  While  they  fbreeav 
lees  [womptnesa  of  action  than  in  Governments  dif- 
ferently formed,  they  overiooked  the  far  more  im- 
portant consideration  that,  with  na,  war  oould  new 
be  the  result  of  individual  or  tnespon^le  irill ;  but 
mnst  be  a  measore  of  redress  to  Muriea  sustdned, 
vtdnntarily  resorted  to  l^thoae  mo  were  to  bear 
the  neoeesRiy  sacrifiDe,  who  woold  consequently  fed 
an  Individuid  interest  in  tfae  contest,  and  whose 
energy  would  be  commensurate  vith  the  cfitBcultiea 
to  be  encountered.  Aetual  events  have  proved 
thedr  error;  the  last  war,  fiu-  from  impairing,  gave 
neveonfldenoe  to  our  Govonment;  MtdjamMf^ 
cent  awMrshanstons  of  >  dmdar  conCot,  ve  sav  that 
the  snngtes  of  our  oountry  vonld  not  be  vanting  in 
ample  Masoa  to  vindieale  its  ri^ts.  We  may  not 
possess,  as  we  dioald  not  desire  to  poweas,  the  ex* 
tended  and  eveNeady  military  organ Ixation  o(  other 
u^otu ;  ve  may  oooaoonaUy  snfEer  in  tiw  outset  to 
tiw  vntof  It;  bntuMBg  oandrci^dldoabtivai 
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tills  great  point  has  ceased,  irbiU  a  aalntary  experi- 
ence wilt  prevent  a  contrary  opinion  from  faiTiUiig 
aggreflrion  from  abroad. 

Cert^  danger  was  foretold  from  the  eztenaknt  of 
our  territory,  tfie  multiplication  of  States,  and  the  in- 
crease of  pi^mlation.  Our  system  was  supposed  to 
be  edapted  (mly  to  bonndaiies  comp^ratirely  narroT. 
These  haTo  been  widened  beyond  conjecture ;  the 
memben  of  oar  confedenugr  are  already  doubled ; 
and  the  numbers  of  our  people  are  incredibly  aug- 
mented. The  all^^  causes  of  danger  have  long 
Burpassed  anticipation,  but  none  of  the  coneequences 
have  ft^owed.  The  power  and  inflaence  of  the  re- 
public have  risen  to  a  hel^t  obvious  to  alt  mankind ; 
respect  for  its  anthori^  was  not  mora  i^parent  at 
Us  andent  than  It  is  at  its  jnesent  Undts;  new  and 
inezhanstible  sources  of  general  prosperity  hsTe  be^ 
opened ;  the  effects  of  mstance  hara  been  sTerted 
1^  the  inTentive  genius  of  our  people,  developed  and 
fostered  by  the  spirit  of  our  institutionB,  and  the  en- 
larged Tariety  and  amount  of  interests,  productims, 
and  porsuitB,  have  strengthened  the  diain  <^  mutual 
dependence^  and  fonned  a  drde  of  mntnat  benefits 
too  qiparent  ever  to  be  overiotrif  ed. 

Jn  justly  bdandnj;  the  powers  of  the  Federal  and 
State  authorities,  diiBcolties  neariy  inammountable 
arose  at  the  outset,  and  subsequent  colMoos  were 
deemed  inevitable.  Amid  these,  it  was  scarcely  be- 
liered  possible  that  a  scfaeme  of  goTemment,  so  com- 
plex in  constniotioD,  could  remain  radujured.  IVom 
time  to  time  embamasmaitB  have  certaudy  oocnired ; 
but  bow  jost  is  the  confidence  fai  ftatnre  safety  im- 
parted by  the  Imowledge  that  each  in  snooesdon  has 
been  happily  removed.  Overiooking  partial  and 
temporary  evils,  as  Inseparable  from  tiie  practical 
t^ration  of  all  homan  institutions,  an4>looking  onl; 
to  the  general  result,  every  patriot  has  reason  to  be 
■atisfira.  While  the  Federal  Government  hss  suc- 
eossfldly  peifivmed  its  apprtqiriate  flmotitms  in  re- 
laticMl  to  fordgn  aflhiis  and  concerns  evidentiy  vm- 
tional,  tiiat  of  every  State  has  remaifcably  improved 
in  protecting  and  develot^g  local  interests  and  in- 
dividual welfare ;  and  if  the  vibrations  of  authority 
have  occauonally  tended  too  much  towards  one  or 
the  other,  it  is  unqoestionably  cert^  that  tin  ulti- 
mate operation  of  the  entire  system  has  been  to 
■trengthen  all  the  existing  institutiraM,'and  to  elevate 
oar  whole  country  in  prosperity  and  renown. 

The  last,  pertups  tiie  greatest,  of  the  promln^t 
sources  of  discord  and  disaster  supposed  to  lurk  in 
our  political  condition,  was  the  institution  of  domestic 
riavery.  Our  forefathers  were  deeply  impressed 
witii  the  delicacy  of  this  sulgect,  and  they  treated  it 
with  a  forbearance  so  evidentiy  wise,  that,  in  spite 
of  every  sinistCT  fbrebodUig;  it  never,  nntil.tiie  pre^ 
eat  period,  disturbed  the  tnioqi^Iity  of  our  common 
coon  try.  Such  a  result  b  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
jostice  and  the  |Mtriotism  of  their  course  :  it  Is  evi- 
denoe,  not  to  be  mistaken,  that  an  adherence  to  it 
can  jwevent  all  embarrassment  from  tiiis,  as  well  as 
from  every  other  anticfpeted  cause  of  difficulty  or 
dn^er.  Have  not  recent  events  made  it  obrlons  to 
the  sligfatest  reflection,  tiiat  tbe  least  deviatkm  Aran 
this  spirit  of  foTbearaooe  it  ii\juriouH  to  every  inter- 
est, that  of  humanity  indudedf  Amidst  tiie  Science 
(rf  excited  passions,  this  generous  and  fraternal  feeling 
has  been  sometimes  disr^arded ;  and,  standing  as  I 
now  do  before  my  conntrymm  in  this  lii^  place  of 
honor  and  of  trust,  I  cannot  refrain  fnm  anxiously 
iitvokbg  my  fellow-citiiais  never  to  be  deaf  to  Its 
tfotrtfli.  VneAi^os,  bitan  ibj  deotkm,  tin  deqi 


[Uaboi,  18ST. 

intwest  this  snlyect  was  beginning  to  exdte,  I  be* 
lieved  it  a  solemn  duty  fliUy  to  make  known  my  sen- 
timents in  r^ard  to  it ;  and  now,  when  every  motive 
for  misrepresentation  has  passed  away,  I  trust  that 
they  will  be  candidly  weidied  and  understood.  At 
least,  they  will  be  my  standard  <rfeondQet  in  the  path 
before  me.  X  then  dedored  that,  If  the  desfa-e  of 
those  of  my  cotrntrymen  who  were  favorable  to  my 
election  wae  gmtUed,  *'  I  most  go  into  the  presldm- 
tial  diaiF  tlw  bifle^ble  and  nncompromUng  op- 
ponent of  every  attempt,  on  the  part  of  Congreaa,  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  <^  Colombia,  ag^nst 
the  wi^es  of  the  slaveholding  States ;  and  also  with  a 
determination  equally  dedded  to  resist  the  slightest 
interference  with  it  In  the  States  where  it  exists.** 
I  submitted  also  to  my  fdknrdtlienB,  irith  flilncM 
and  frankness,  the  reasons  wfaldi  led  me  to  this 
determination.  The  result  authorizes  me  to  believe 
tliftt  they  have  been  approved,  and  are  confided  in, 
by  a  minority  of  (he  -peopU  of  the  United  States,  in- 
cluding thoseVhom  they  most  immediately  affect.  It 
now  only  remains  to  add,  that  no  Ull  connoting  with 
these  views  can  ever  recdre  my  coostitatioDal  sanc- 
tion. These  oi^ODfl  have  been  adwted  in  the  firm 
belirfthat  they  are  in  accordance  with  the  qMt  that 
actuated  tiie  venerated  fathers  of  the  rq>ublic,  and 
that  succeeding  experience  has  proved  them  to  be 
humane,  patriotic,  expedient,  honorable,  and  just. 
If  the  agitation  of  this  subject  was  intended  to  reach 
the  stability  of  oar  institutions,  enough  has  occurred 
to  show  that  it  has  dgnally  failed  ;  and  tiiat  iu  tlu% 
as  in  every  other  'T'p*t"iy  the  ^tprdtensknis  (tf  the 
timid  and  tiie  hopes  of  the  wicked  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  Government  are  a^n  destined  to  be  dis- 
appointed, Here  and  there,  mdeed,  scenes  of  dan- 
geroos  exdtement  have  occurred;  terrif^ii^  In- 
stances of  local  vidence  have  been  witaessed ;  and  a 
recltiess  disregard  of  the  consequences  of  tbdr  con- 
duct has  expraed  individuals  to  popular  bidignation; 
but  neither  massoe  of  the  penile,  nor  aeetinisftf  the 
country,  have  been  swerved  from  tiieir  devotion  to 
the  bond  of  umon,  and  the  |nindples  it  has  made 
sacred.  It  will  be  ever  thus.  &idi  attempts  at 
dangerous  agitatiim  may  periodically  return,  but 
with  each  the  otg'eot  will  be  better  understood.  That 
predominating  afFection  for  oor  political  i^atem 
whid)  ptevaw  thrbu^Mntt  oor  territorial  linuta; 
that  calm  and  enli^tened  judgment  which  ultimately 
govttns  our  pec^e  as  one  vast  body,  will  always  be 
at  hand  to  resist  and  control  every  effort,  foreign  or 
domestic,  wMdi  aims  or  would  lead  to  overthrow  our 
institutions.  • 

What  can  be  mor6  gratifyii^  than  sudi  a  retro- 
spect asttiial  Weloiw  back  on obstades avoided, 
and  du^gen  oreroome ;  ca  expectations  more  than 
reaUxed,  and  pronoity  pufeotiy  secured.  To  the 
hopes  of  the  hostile,  the  fears  of  tiie  timid,  and  the 
doubts  of  the  anxions,  actual  experience  has  given 
the  condusive  reply.  We  have  seen  time  gradually 
dispel  every  tmfavorable  foreboding,  and  our  consti- 
tution surmount  every  adverse  drcuiustance,  dreaded 
at  the  outset  as  beyond  otmtrol.  Present  exdtement 
win,  at  bH  times,  magnify  present  dang^ ;  but  true 
philos(q)hy  muet  teadi  us  tiiat  none  more  threaten- 
ing than  the  past  can  remain  to  be  overcome;  and 
we  ought,  for  we  have  just  reason,  to  entertain  an 
alMding  confidence  in  tiie  stability  of  our  institutions, 
and  m  entire  omviction  that,  if  administered  in  the 
true  form,  dianctor,  and  qdrit,.in  whidi  they  were 
established,  tbev  are  abondantly  adequate  to  preeerve 
tontsndjoiirMildna  tteridi  tdeMnga  already  d»> 
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rind  from  them ;  to  maka  our  bekrrod  laud,  for  a 
tfaouud  genwaUong,  that  dueen  qtot  where  hap- 
pbum  qnugi  frinn  a  perfect  eqtialit;  politieal 
rights. 

For  mjsolf,  therefore,  I  desire  to  declare,  that  the 
prindple  that  will  eOTem  me,  in  the  high  duty  to 
which  m7  ooantr;  calls  me,  ia  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitution,  as  it  was  de- 
atgnedt^thcMewhofraDiedit.  Looking  bat^  to  it  ju 
a  aacrad  instrnment,  carefullj  and  not  ^sUy  framed ; 
re&)fflnb«iDg  that  it  ma  tluou^out  a  work  <tf  oon- 
oeeaion  and  compromise ;  viewing  it  as  limited  to  na- 
tional ottfecta  ;  nsording  it  as  leaving  to  the  pe<^le 
and  die  States  allpowa-  not  explidtly  parted  wiui ; 
I  shall  endeavor  to  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  it, 
1^  anziooflly  referring  to  its  MOTidon  fi)r  (tlreotion  in 
every  action.  To  matters  «  domestio  oonoemment 
irtiidiit  has  iutmsted  to  the  Federal  Government, 
and  to  such  as  relate  to  oar  interconrse  with  foreign 
nations,  I  ehall  zealoosly  devote  myself;  beyond 
those  limits  I  shall  never  pass. 

To  enter,  on  this  occasion,  into  a  further  or  more 
minute  expHOdtion  of  my  viewB  m  the  vaiiona  que*' 
tiniB  of  domestic  policy,  would  be  as  obtrodve  as  it 
is  [HX^MLUy  unexpected.  Before  the  anfbvges  of  my 
eounliymen  were  conferred  upon  me,  I  sumnitted  to 
them,  with  great  precision,  my  opinions  on  all  the 
most  prominent  these  subjects  These  opinions  | 
I  Bhall  endeavor  to  carry  out  with  my  utmost  ability. 

Our  ooorse  of  foreign  policy  has  been  so  uniftxm 
and  Int^iipble  as  to  eonstituto  a  rule  of  exeootive 
condoot  which  leaves  little  to  my  diacretira,  unless, 
indeed,  I  vere  willing  to  run  counter  to  the  U^ta  of 
experience  and  the  Imown  <^inions  of  my  oonsti- 
tnenta.  We  aedolouBly  onltivate  the  frieodsbip  of 
all  nationa,  as  the  oondition  most  conqiatible  with 
our  welliue  and  the  principles  of  our  Government 
We  decline  alliances,  as  advene  to  our  peace.  We 
desire  commercial  relations  on  equal  terms,  being 
ever  wiUingto  give  a  ftir  equivalent  tor  advantages 
received.  We  endeavor  to  conduct  our  intercourse 
with  openness  and  snoerity  ;  promptly  avowing  our 
objects,  and  seeking  to  estal^sh  that  mutual  frank- 
ness which  ia  as  benefidal  in  the  dealings  of  nations 
as  of  men.  We  have  no  dispodtion,  and  we  "tiiw^fiiin 
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all  right,  to  meddle  In  dispntee,  whether  internal  or 
forel^,  tiiat  may  molest  other  countries  ;  reganflqg 
th^  in  their  actual  state,  as  social  oommn^dety 
and  preserving  a  strict  neutrality  in  all  their  oontro- 
versies.  WeU  knowing  the  tried  valor  of  our  peo- 
ple, and  our  exbaustiess  resources,  we  neither  antici- 
pate nor  fear  any  designed  aggrestion  ;  and,  in  the 
consdouanesB  of  our  own  just  conduct,  we  wd  a  se- 
curity that  we  shall  never  be  called  npon  to  exert 
our  determination,  never  to  permit  an  invarion  of 
our  rights  without  puniahnlent  or  redress. 

In  aiqtroaidung,  then,  in  the  presence  of  my  so- 
sembled  countrymen,  to  make  tiie  solemn  promise 
that  yet  remains,  and  to  pledge  myself  that  I  wOl 
faithftiliy  execute  the  office  I  am  about  to  fill,  I  bring 
with  me  a  settied  purpose  to  maintun  theinsdtutloiH 
of  my  country,  which,  I  trust,  wHl  atone  for  tba 
errors  I  commit 

In  receiving  ftom  the  pe<^le  the  sacred  trust  twice 
confided  to  my  illustrious  {wedeceseor,  and  irtilcb  ha 
has  discharged  so  bitiifiilly  and  so  wdl,  I  know  that 
I  cannot  expect  to  porfcmn  the  arduous  task  with 
equal  ability  and  socoess.  But,  united  as  I  have 
beat  in  Us  conndls,  a  d^y  witness  of  Us  axdndva 
and  unsurpassed  devotion  to  his  counttr's  wdftre, 
agreeing  with  him  in  sentiments  which  his  country- 
men have  warmly  supported,  and  pennitted  to  par- 
take largely  of  his  confidence,  I  may  hope  that  some- 
what of  the  same  (Peering  approbation  will  be  found 
to  attend  npon  my  path.  For  him  I  but  express, 
with  my  own,  the  wimes^all — that  be  may  yet  long 
live  to  ei^  the  briUlant  eraning  of  bis  weU-qiemt 
life ;  and,  far  mja^  otnseions  <rf  hot  one  Mx% 
faithiUly  to  serve  my  country,  I  throw  myself,  with- 
out fear,  on  ItB  justioe  and  its  kindness.  Beyoitd 
that  I  only  look  to  the  gracious  protection  of  the 
Divine  Being,  whose  stre^thening  support  I  humbly 
solicit,  and  whom  I  fer^ntiy  pray  to  look  down 
upon  us  all  Hay  it  be  amoiu  tiie  diqwnsatiuis  oi 
His  providbnoe  to  hkss  onr  oeloved  eonnbywith 
houMS  and  vith  length  of  di^;  may  her  mjs  be 
ways  of  pleanntnesB,  and  all  her  paths  be  peapeu 
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TWEm-FOUSTH  CONGBESS.-SECOin)  SESSION. 


FBOOEEBINUS  AND  DEBATES 
nr 

THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


ICoNDAT,  December  6,  1886. 

At  trelre  o*eloc&  the  Spbaxbb  (Hon.  Jaibb 
K.  Polk  of  Tenneseee)  took  the  ohair,  and  call- 
ed the  House  to  order. 

The  roU  of  members  baviDg  been  caHed  over 
hj  the  Olerk,  (Wattkb  8.  Pkahkun  ^^-O  and 
a  qaorom  being  found  in  attendance,  the  Honae 
proceeded  to  business,  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, jointly  with  a  committee  of  the  Senate, 
to  wait  npcHi  the  Preddent  of  the  Uoited  States, 
and  inform  him  of  the  oif;anization  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  tbeir  readineas  to  reoeive  anj  com- 
munication  from  him. 


TtrssDAT,  December  <t,' 

The  Hon.  John  Tousro,  elected  a  member 
from  the  State  of  Kew  York,  to  snppir  the 
Tacanoy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Fhilo 
0.  Fuller,  appeared  thia  daj,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat 

Mr.  D.  J.  Feasok  informed  the  House  that 
the  Joint  committee  appointed  on  yesterday  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  had 
performed  their  duty ;  and  that  they  had  been 
directed  by  the  Prendent  to  say  that,  at  12 
o'cJock  this  day,  he  would  make  a  commnnica- 
tion,  incrriting,  to  both  Houses.  (See  Senate 
prooeedings  <n  this  date.) 


'Wkdbibdat,  December  T. 
Dtath  <^Mr.  Diekton. 
Mr.  GLAiBosm,  of  IQadarippi,  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

Ur.  Speaker :  It  is  only  a  few  years  since  I 
witneBsed  from  that  gallery  tiie  imecting  hon- 
ors paid  to  the  remains  of  a  distinguished 
BepraaentatiTe  from  the  State  of  Mississippi.* 

*  Hon.  Chilafavfaar  Baaklih 


Since  that  period,  she  has  loA  two  mmu^* 
eminoit  tar  talents  In  tlw  pnblto  serrtoe,  and 
yon  are  now  called  on  to  rraider  the  last  homage 
to  the  memory  of  another.  The  time  that  has 
intervened  diioe  the  death  of  my  lamented  oc^- 
leagne  saves  me  the  painfid  dqty  of  being  the 
first  to  communicate  it  to  his  friends,  now 
present  He  died,  sir,  as  he  bad  lived,  ttuvngh 
a  life  of  extraordinary  vicissitudes,  with  diaraO' 
teristao  fortitude,  with  but  one  wish  nngratified 
— a  wish  so  natnral  to  the  human  heart — that, 
in  his  dark  hour  of  dissc^udon,  be  might  be 
supported  by  bis  nearest  and  best  belorra,  and 
the  cherished  .bein^  that  grew  ap  and  doster- 
ed  around  his  fireside. 

Sir,  let  death  oome  when  it  will,  In  what 
shape  it  m^j  in  the  battle  or  the  shipwreck,  or 
in  tne  solitade  ci  the  cloist^*,  it  is  |^>paUlDg  to 
human  contemplation.  Bat  when  it  overtuces 
us  in  a  distant  land,  and  we  know  that  our  last 
momenta  of  agony  and  infirmity  are  to  be  wit- 
nessed by  stranger  eyes,  and  are  conscious  that 
we  must  be  carried  down  to  an  unwept  grave, 
where  no  kindred  dust  shall  mingle  with  onrs 
forever,  and  the  last  hope  of  home  and  of  fami- 
ly f^es  from  our  filmed  view,  oh  I  sir,  this  is 
death  I  this  it  is  to  die.  Such  was  the  destiny 
of  my  colleagne,  by  strangers  honored  and  by 
straiuera  mourned."  His  dying  message  was 
for  those  broken-hearted  ones,  now  in  widow- 
hood and  oiphanage — ^his  exiling  sigh  a  pray- 
er for  them  f 

Mr  Speaker,  X  shall  pronoonce  no  enlogy  on 
the  dead.  Let  his  bistoiy  speak  it  For  twenty 
years  he  preserved  a  high  poution  In  the  pn1> 
lie  service,  and  died  poorer  than  when  he  en- 
tered it,  leaving  to  his  children  the  riches  of 
an  honorable  name,  H  it  be  praise  to  have 
lired  beloved  and  die  unreproaohedf  tiioi  it  la 
due  to  him. 

•  Thnnu  Bb  Bwd  and  Bobot  H.  Adaais,  Af  tU  U.  & 
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It  now  only  remains  Tor  us  to  pay  tbe  final 
honors  to  hia  memorj — sad,  because  it  seems 
like  breaking  ihe  last  link  that  binds  the  living 
to  the  dead;  solemn,  when  we  r^eot  how 
Boon,  how  very  soon,  some  .friend  now  present 
maj  invoke  the  same  tribnte  for  ourselves  I 

I  offer  yon,  sir,  the  foUowing  resolntion: 

Seioived,  That,  in  testimony  of  their  respect  for 
the  meuKKT  of  David  Dioksom,  late  a  Bepreeentative 
from  the  State  of  lOainippi,  the  members  of  tUs 
BboM  irill  veir  crq^  ihr  (me  monttL 

This  resolution  was  onanimously  agreed  to. 

Ddath  of  fftneral  Coffee,  <if  Georgia, 
If  r.  Hatsss,  of  Georgia,  addreaaed  Uie  ohair 
aafidlows: 

Kr.  Speaker:  On  me  has  devolved  the  moorn- 
ful  duty  of  annonocing  to  this  Honae  the  death 
<xf  one  of  its  members,  my  friend  and  colleague, 
the  Hon,  John  Ooffik,  of  Geoivia.  For  a  con- 
riderable  portion  of  the  last  seamon  of  Congress 
he  labored  under  severe  indisposition,  which  at 
difibrmtperioda  detained  him  from  the  service 
of  the  Bouse.  Althou^  hia  symptoms  were 
so  mitigated  before  the  adjournment  as  to  ena- 
ble him  to  resume  the  regular  discharge  of  his 
official  duties,  no  radical  amendmrat  had  taken 
place,  and  with  gradually  increasing  force  bis 
msease  dosed  his  e^stenoe.  in  the  bosom  of 
his  family,  in  &e  month  oi  September  last. 

In  speaking  of  a  departed  ftiend  and  ool- 
leagne,  the  language  of  eulogy  might  be  excus- 
ed; but  to  those  who  have  beea  aamiated 
with  General  Ooffu  in  the  labors  of  this 
House,  for  the  last  three  years,  aaeh  language 
would  be  unnecessary. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that,  in  hia  domestio  and  so- 
dal  relations,  he  was  eminentiy  characterized 
by  affectionate  kindness  and  courtesy,  and  that 
publio  duties  were  discharged  with  honor  to 
himself  and  fidelity  to  hia  country.  As  tbe 
usual  mark  <tf  respect,  I  oSBu  the  fidlowing  res- 
olutions: 

Setolwed,  unammoutty.  That  this  House  has  re- 
ceived with  the  liveliest  sensibility  the  umtmcimtion 
of  the  d«Uh  of  the  Hoo.  Jomr  Comi^  a  Bepresent- 
a^ve  from  the  State  of  Georaia. 

Retolted,  wtanimoittlv,  That  this  House  tenders 
to  tbe  rektirea  of  the  oeoeased  Ae  exprmAau  of 
its  sympathy  on  this  mournful  event ;  and,  u  a  tes- 
timony of  respect  for  the  menxny  of  tbe  deeeased,. 
tihe  membtts  niU  wearcii^  on  tbe  left  am  tw' 

These  resolutions  were  unaxiimonsly  agreed 
to :  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  OuiBiuv, 
The  House  acyonmed. 


TtauBSDAT,  December  8. 
The  Maditon  Paper*, 

The  following  Message  in  writing  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States : 
7b  Uu  Bmate  andJSouee  of  S^reunUaiMt : 

I  banand^  henwUh,  00^  of  n^  oomvoodenee 


tH.  or  R. 

with  VvB.  Mftdison,  produced  by  the  resoluticm 
adwted  at  the  last  Beaaion  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  SepresentaUvea,  on  the  decease  of  her  venerated 
husband.  Tbe  occasion  seems  to  be  iqipropriate  to 
present  a  letter  from  her  on  tbe  subject  of  the  pub- 
lication of  a  woik  of  great  political  interest  and  abil- 
ity, carefully  prepared  by  Hr.  Madison's  own  hand, 
under  circumstancea  that  give  it  daims  to  be  consid- 
ered as  litde  leas  than  ofBdaL 

OongieaB  lias  already,  at  conddeiable  entenae,  p«b> 
lihedflua  variety  of  foims,  the  naked  joDmala  of 
tbe  revdntkmary  Congreaa,  and  of  tbe  conventions 
Out  formed  the  Consthutitmctf  the  United  Steteo.  I 
am  persuaded  that  the  work  of  Hr.  Hadism,  conrid> 
ering  tiie  author,  the  subject-matter  of  it,  and  the 
oircmnstancefl  under  which  it  was  prepared — long 
withheld  fitHQ  the  public  as  it  has  been  by  those  mo- 
tives of  personal  kindnes  and  delioaQyttiat  save  tons 
to  Us  interaomne  widi  Us  SUIoiMiien  aaSl  he  and 
ail  who  had  beoi  partidpatocB  with  Um  in  tbe  soenea 
be  describea  have  passed  away— well  deserves  to  be^ 
come  the  property  of  tbe  nation;  and  cannot  &il,  if 
pobtished  and  dimeounated  at  tiie  public  charge,  to 
oonfer  tiie  moat  important  a[  all  benefits  on  tbe  pres- 
ent and  every  socoeedlng  generation — aoonrate  kmnrip 
edge  of  the  prindples  of  their  Qovemment,  and 
the  circomstances  under  vhidi  Ihaj  were  recM^ 
mended,  and  imbodied  in  the  cimsdtnUon  for  adop- 
tion. 

ANDBEW  JACKSON. 

DacniBKa  6, 18S6. 

The  Message,  having  been  read,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Patton,  referred  to  the  proposed 
Joint  Oommittee  on  tbe  Library,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

J>eaik  ^Mr.  Ehmiaird. 
Mr.  Datib,  of  Indiana,  addreaaed  tiie  Ohidr 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  Fidnfal  as  the  dnfy  may  be,  it 
is  mine  of  this  morning  to  announce  to  the 
House  the  decease  of  another  of  its  members. 

My  fHend  and  colleague^  the  Hon.  Gsobqb 
L.  KiJTNAKD,  died  at  Oindnnati  on  the  20th  ult., 
after  a  few  days  of  suffering  much  more  severe 
than  ordinarily  &Us  to  the  lot  of  mankind  in 
pas^g  that  dread  ordeaL  The  immediate 
cause  of  hif)  death  is  perhaps  well  known  to 
this  House  and  to  the  country.  It  was  his 
misfortune  to  suffer  from  one  of  those  fq)paUing 
accidents  which  are  of  but  too  frequent  recar- 
renoe  upon  our  steamboats,  by  the  bursting  of 
their  madiinery.  He,  too,  Uke  one  of  our  as- 
sociates whose  death  was  annonnoed  on  jntet- 
daj,  died  among  strangers^  yet  among  mends. 
At  the  hospitable  man^on  of  the  Hon;  Bobert 
T.  I^rtie,  (where  he  paid  the  great  debt  of  ni^ 
ture,)  he  received  the  most  unremitting  atten- 
tion and  kindness,  as  also  the  most  unwearied 
services  of  those  who  rank  among  the  first  in 
the  profession  of  medicine ;  but  all  would  not 
do ;  the  omnipotent  fiat  had  gone  forth  by 
which  he  was  called  Rrom  the  service  of  hia 
oountry  to  the  service  of  his  God.  Had  I 
studied  by  set  phrase  to  pass  a  eulogy  nptm  Ida 
character,  I  should  find  words  too  ocdd,  lan- 
gnage  too  ineqirefl^Te,  to  do  Juatioe  to  hia  viru 
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taea.  It  was  my  cood  fortune  to  be  &vored 
for  iiuu^  rears  wiui  his  acc|iiaiiitance,  and  to 
share  laxjpelr  in  his  friendclup.  'With  a  clear 
and  disoniDinatiDg  mind,  an  honest  heart,  and 
an  tmtiring  indostry,  he  had  elevated  himself  to 
the  highest  seat  in  the  affections  of  those  who 
knew  him  best  In  all  the  varied  relations  of 
life,  (to  which  he  was  abont  to  add  another  of 
a  saco^d  and  responsible  charaoter,)  he  sastain^ 
ad  the  most  nnsuUied  repntation,  leaving  to  the 
world  indubitable  evidence,  not  only  that  he 
was  a  man  of  hi^  attainments,  bat  that  he  was 
onphatically  one  of  God's  noblest  works — an 
honest  man. 

Ur.  D.  then  sabmitted  the  following  resoln- 
tioDS,  which  were  nnanimoosly  adopt^ : 

Bemlved,  That  as  a  t«etimoniBl  of  req>ect  for  the 
memory  of  the  Hon.  Gioaoa  L.  Eikiiard,  late  a 
membo'of  this  Hoase  from  State  of  Indiana,  the 
members  of  Uds  body  will  wear  enpe  on  the  left  arm 
for  tidrty  days. 

Jittohed,  That  the  oonnecUwiB  and  couslUaeuterf 
Mr.  KiNKABD  are  joined  in  the  einoereet  oonddenoe 
for  the  leas  of  that  intestfanibte  mBntotllea^  tons, 
and  to  the  ootrntiy. 

The  HoQBe  sdjonriied. 


HoHSAT,  Deoonber  12. 

VepotU  with  the  Statet — Motion  to  releau  ihm 

from  iia  Mettoration. 

Sfr.  Kebceb  moved  the  following  resolntion : 

Jtetolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Wa^  and  Means 
be  instracted  to  report  a  bill  to  amecd  the  ISth  seo> 
tion  of  the  act  of  the  last  sesrion  of  Congress,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  regnlate  the  dc^wsits  of  the  public 
non^,*'  by  releasing  tiie  several  States  who  nuiy  re- 
fldve  any  part  of  the  saridns  lerenne  of  the  United 
States,  in  pntsoanoa  <rf  that  act,  from  any  obligation 
toretom  the  same. 

Mr.  Mbboeb,  after  a  few  observations  npon 
the  ot^ect  of  this  proposition,  moved  to  post- 
pone uie  connderation  of  the  resolntion  till 
Wednesday  week  next,  aad  make  it  the  special 
order  of  the  day  Ibr  that  day. 

Mr.  DusxAP  remarked :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am 
oi^waed  to  the  gratleman's  resolntion  hdng 
made  the  spedal  wder  of  this  Hoose.  Therea- 
olnt^im  involTes  a  very  important  qnestion,  to 
wit,  tlie  power  of  OongrMs  to  distribute  the 
snrplns  revenne.  This  important  constitntaonal 
question  was  avoided  at  the  last  session,  and 
now  it  is  intended  to  be  brought  np,  to  the  ex- 
(dnsioQ  of  all  other  business.  The  Btates  have 
the  money,  end  ma^  do  what  they  please  with 
it,  and  I  wish  the  discnssion  of  this  subject  to 
be  postponed  until  a  long  session  of  Congress. 
This  will  be  a  very  short  session,  and  sboiud  be 
ai  bonness  session.  I  am  opposed  to  all  unne- 
oessaiT  disonsdon  at  this  senion ;  and  I  desire 
that  the  bosiness  of  the  American  people  should 
be  attended  to.  I  therefore  move  that  the  res- 
olntion be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JtEotm  aaked  for  the  yeas  and  nayi  <m 
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the  question  of  laying  his  resolnUon  on  the 
table ;  which  were  ordered  ;  and  b^g  takoa 
without  debate,  (the  rules  not  admitt^g  deb^ 
on  a  motion  to  lay  any  prop(»ition  on  the 
table,)  stood — ^yeas  126,  nays  78. 

flo  the  resolntion  was  ordered  to  Be  on  the 
table. 


TuXBDAT,  December  18. 

THe  Pretidenft  J^mage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loyaix,  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ^e 
state  <rf  the  Union,  (Mr.  Adams  in  the  chair,) 
on  the  annual  Message  of  the  Freeident  Ol  tb» 
United  States. 

Ejseeutioe  Adtninutraium. 

Ur.  WiBB  oflfered  the  fi^owing  rescdntlon : 

J2«MAwd;  list  so  aucfa  of  Oie  Fkeddenlte  MfiSBsge 
as  relates  to  tlie  condition  of  the  various  ezecuUve 
departments,  the  ability  and  I&t^rity  with  whidi 
they  have  been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  laitbfal 
discharge  of  the  public  buainess  in  all  of  them,  and 
tiie  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
manner  ia  which  thej  have  fulfilled  the  otyects  of 
tl^  creation,  be  referred  to  a  select  coniTnittee,  to 
consist  of  nine  members,  with  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  with  instructiODS  to  inqtdre  mto 
the  condition  of  the  varions  execntive  departtnents, 
the  alnlity  and  integrity  with  irtii<^  they  nave  been 
oondoeted,  into  the  manner  in  whidi  the  public  buri- 
ness  has  been  dlsohaived  in  all  (tf  them,  and  into  all 
causes  of  o(Hn|dahkt,  man  any  qnartO',  at  the  man- 
ner in  whidi  said  departments,  or  thor  bunness  or 
offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of  every  de- 
scription whatever,  directly  or  iourectly  connected 
with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially,  in 
duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  ftilfillcd 
or  failed  to  eccompliah  tiie  objects  of  their  creation, 
or  have  violated  their  duties,  or  have  iqjured  or  Im- 
paired the  public  service  and  interest;  uid  that  aaid 
committee,  hi  Its  inqniifes,  wtj  lefor  to  such  periods 
of  time  as  to  Oem  mi^  seem  expedient  and  iMoper. 

Mr.  WisB  then  addresaed  the  Honae  as  fid- 
lows: 

Mr.  Ohunnan :  In  submitting  the  resolntion 
of  reference  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Chair,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  oflhr  some  reflectioiu  to 
the  House  and  to  the  oountry. 

Sitj  this  paper  ia  the  last  annual  mrasage  ot 
Andrew  Jaduon.  The  contemplation  of  it  as 
such  is  deeply  affecting  to  the  sincere  lover  of 
hlm^  and  solemidy  moomM  to  the  hmest  lover 
of  his  country. 

What  should  the  last  annual  message  of  An- 
drew Jackson  have  been?  Who  is  he,  what 
has  he  been?  The  answer  to  this  question 
ought  to  determine  what  this  last  act  of  its 
kind  of  his  should  have  been. 

A  man  of  humble  but  respectable  origin,  he 
was  bom  In  the  times  of  his  country's  travail 
for  independence.  His  precocious  ^irit  of  re* 
sistanoe  to  oppreadon  marked  his  infimt  body 
with  the  soars  of  the  Bevolntion.  After  the 
times  which  tried  men's  sonls  had  passed  Awaj ; 
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after  the  bJesungs  of  freedom  had  been  ^ured 
by  all  the  manimenta  of  the  Imtitations  of  our 
fathers,  the  fmita  of  peace,  aod  virtue,  and 
■wisdom,  and  jealous  patriotism ;  after  varied 
and  chequered  soeues  of  private  and  public  life, 
under  a  destiay  adverse  only  bo  far  as  it  was 
full  of  dangers,  in  games  not  Olympic,  in  con- 
tests not  heroic,  we  find  him  in  the  midst  of 
his  country's  second  troables  a  dtizen  soldier, 
a  m^or-gmeral  of  t^e  army  of  the  repabUo. 

He  "  was  ambitions  <d  tame ;  and  as  long  as 
mankind  sh^  continue  to  bestow  more  liberal 
tmplanse  on  their  destroyers  than  on  their  hen- 
efactors,  the  thirst  of  military  glory  will  ever 
be  the  vice  of  the  most  exajted  characters." 
A  bold,  energetic,  and  dauntless  commands, 
be  carried  conquest,  in  spite  of  all  dangers  and 
di£Sculties,  into  the  wilderness  of  the  savage 
tribes  of  the  Bonthem  frontier ;  was  the  daring 
but  snccessfhl  and  iustdfied  invader  of  a  neutral 
territory,  and  finally  "  filled  the  measnre  of  his 
country's  glory  "  in  defence  of  Orlefms,  where 
he  assumed  to  be  the  arbiter  of  martial  law, 
the  judge  advocate  of  men's  allegiance — where 
he  conquered  the  conqnerors  of  Napoleon — 
where  he  professed  and  practised  submission  to 
the  (nvU  authority,  and  where  he  acquired  the 
title  of  Hero.  And  there  was  created,  I  will 
say,  "a  dear^booght  debt  of  grotitade"  from 
hU  eonntry. 

"  H^l,  second  Sa^onr  I "  was  shouted  from 
tiie  lips  of  every  grateftd  heart,  and  echoed 
from  every  hill  and  valley ;  his  name  was  em- 
blazoned high  on  the  rolls  of  imperishable  mil- 
itary fame^and  peace  was  qniok  to  hallow  his 
victory.  With  peace  his  warlike  occupations 
were  ^ne,  but  civil  honors  were  showered 
and  tluckened  around  him.  From  tiie  camp  he 
rose  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  ohambw— for  mm 
the  Senate  chamber  was  higher  thfm  tlw  oamp. 
He  bore,  or  seemed  to,  bear,  Ms  boiuHvpadait< 
ly;  bat  all  that  had'been  dene  or  oonld  be 
wioe,  it  seemed,  was  not  «ioagh  for  him,  in 
the  estimation  of  a  generous  people.  He  was 
nominated  for  the  first  place  on  earth — the 

S residency  of  these  united,  sovereign,  and  in- 
epeodent  States  of  America;  for  then  these 
States  were  nnited,  sovereign,  and  independent. 
Olvilians  and  statesmen,  of  proudest  names  and 
stations,  were  his  competitors ;  bat  he  was  the 
people's  candidate,  agamst  men  in  office,  against 
the  powers  that  were,  against  their  intngaes, 
their  patron^e,  and  their  caucuses;  and  in 
oondderatioD  th«reo^  and  of  his  Jnst  appella- 
tion of  Hero,  he  was  most  popular  and  strongest 
in  the  planuty  of  votes.  He  was  defeated^ 
d^^tea  here,  in  this  hall,  in  the  House  of 
Bcpresentatives,  by  men  snoh  as  we  are— and 
what  wo,  the  representatives  of  tiie  people, 
are,  I  will  not  name — by  means  I  will  not  de- 
scribe. It  is  sufflcioit  to  say  that  the  manner 
of  his  defeat  was  not  only  enough  to  insure  his 
subsequent  trinmph,  but  to  rivet  him  immov- 
ably, right  or  wrong,  in  the  hearts  of  his  coun- 
trymen forever.  He  became  the  champion  of 
popular  rights  and  the  elective  frantdiise,  against 
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ofiice-holders  and  office^eekers — the  &vorit« 
pet  of  the  people,  who  was  to  scon^  bribery 
and  corrcption,  whose  name  was  to  be  terror 
to  all  evil-doers,  whose  pohcy  was  to  be  re- 
trenchment and  reform,  by  whom  the  independ- 
ence of  Oongress  of  executive  patronage  was 
to  be  maintained,  by  whom  that  patronage  was 
to  be  curtailed  to  htUTnlessness,  and  in  whom 
"  the  line  of  safe  precedents  "  was  to  be  broken 
and  destroyed.  He  was  swq>t  and  rushed 
aloDg  on  the  roaring  tide  of  an  overwhelming 
popularity  high  up  into  office,  on  the  seocma 
flood,  and  that  popolarity  has  never  deserted 
him — nofloUeness  m  it,  it  has  never  retired  for 
a  moment ;  notwithstanding  strong  winds  which 
have  blown  from  every  point  of  the  oompasa, 
and  opposing  currents  in  every  direction,  it  hss 
continued  to  swell  and  swell,  nntil  it  has  be- 
come a  fiood— I  will  not  say  which  threatens 
the  dry  land.  He  came  into  power  professiug 
and  prodaimiog  the  most  severe,  aye,  stoicu 
democratic  principles;  the  people  confided  in 
him,  were  bound  to  him  the  <uoser,  and  have 
never  wavered  yet  in  their  confidence — will 
not  say.  though  he  has  tried  it  to  the  utter- 
most. Unfortnnately  for  Mm,  when  he  was 
crowned  with  tiie  reward  of  his  nulitary  ser- 
vices, and  was  inducted  into  office,  he  not  only 
foTiad  "  competitors  to  be  removed,  enemies  to 
be  punished,^*  bat  he  was  beset  by  friends  from 
whom  he  should -have  put  up  prayers  to  be 
saved.  I  will  not  say  that  he  was  lacking  iu 
those  magnanimous  qualifications  of  a  truly 
great  man,  which  alone  could  rid  him  and. 
guard  him  from  these  misfortunes — for  man, 
poor  feeble  man,  is  weak  under  the  most  ordi- 
nary temptations,  and  his  virtue  must  be  strong 
who  presides  in  a  palace — ^bnt  misfortonea  they 
were. 

So  it  was,  he  was  bnoyed  np  in  the  afibetlaiii 
(rfthe  sovereign  peo^  Has  he  dime  wrong! 
He  was  popular.  Has  he  done  worse  than 
wrtrngf  He  was  popular,  and  he  was  the 
President  who  could  do  no  wrong,  in  whom 
p(^ularity  was  joined  with  power  and  {latnm- 
age.  Has  rathless  proscription  for  opinion's 
su:e  tamed  faithftil  public  servsnts  ont  of  their 
employment,  and  snatched  from  the  months  of 
their  families  their  bread  t  We  are  told  the  Pres- 
ident ordered  the  removals^and  the  people  had 
sanctioned  pnMcription  1  Has  favoritism  filled 
the  vacancies  which  proscription  iiaa  made  with 
the  servile  tools  of  party,  to  do  tiie  bidding  of 
powerl  We  ere  told  that  the  Pnddent  had 
need  cnf  his  own  ftiaids,  and  that  the  peo|)le 
have  sanctioned  the  nuud^  "  that  to  the  vio- 
tors  belong  the  spoils  I "  l^ve  the  highest  and 
richest  offices,  worth  more  than  half  of  a  mil- 
lion, been  bestowed  as  rewards  upon  members 
of  Congress,  and  has  "  corruption  become  the 
order  of  the  day  ?  "  We  are  told  that  the  Pres- 
ident was  the  best  judge  of  the  selection  of 
high  functionaries,  and  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  the  "  order  of  the  day  I  "  As  "  till 
the  reign  of  Severus,  the  virtue  and  even  the 
good  sense  of  the  Emperors  bad  been  distin- 
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gaished  by  their  zeal  or  affected  reTereao«  for 
the  Roman  Senate,  and  by  a  tender  regard  to 
the  nice  frame  of  civil  poUcy  instituted  by  An- 
gnstns,"  so  had  the  virtae  and  even  the  good 
sense  of  preceding  Premdents,  till  the  reign 
of  Andrew  Jackson,  been  distinguished  by  their 
aeal  and  reverence  for  the  American  Senate, 
and  by  a  tender  regard  for  the  nice  frame  of 
6M1  policy  institnted  by  the  fathers  of  onr  re- 
pnbUct  Had  "hisyontb,"  like  that  of  Severos, 
**been  trained  in  the  implicit  obedience  of 
camps,  and  his  riper  years  spent  in  the  daroo- 
tism  of  military  command  I  coold  not  his 
hftDghty  and  inflexible  spirit  discover,  or  would 
he  not  acknowledge,  the  advantage  of  preserv- 
ing an  intermediate  power,  however  imaginary, 
between  the  £mperor  and  the  army  ?  "  As  in 
the  reign  of  Sevems,  was  "  the  Senate  filled 
'  with  polished  and  eloquent  slaves  from  the  east- 
em  (and  I  may  add  sonthem)  provinces,  who 
justified  personal  flattery  by  speculative  princi- 
ples of  servitude  ? "  Have  the  lawyers  of  his 
reign,  whom  I  will  not  call  Pwinians  or  Paul- 
uses,  or  TTlpians,  "  concnrred  in  teaching  that 
^e  imperiu  authority  was  held  not  by  the  del- 
egated oomnsdanoD,  but  by  the  irrevocable  res* 
ignation  of  the  Senate  t  and  tiiat  the  Smperor 
might  destroy  Tested  rights  and  the  inconiora- 
tiona  of  law  by  his  tie  nolo  f  "  We  are  told  tiiat 
the  uistoeratio  Senate  had  dared  to  offend  the 
nu^esty  of  the  Preradent,  and  that  the  people 
have  sanctioned  the  word  "  expunge  1 "  Has 
the  independence  of  Congress  been  totally  de- 
itixiyed  by  corrupt  bribes  and  thS  power  of  ap- 
pointing members  to  office !  We  are  told  that 
the  representatives  of  the  people  are  selected 
to  do  the  will  of  the  President,  and  that  the 
people  have  sanctioned  the  creed  that  there  oan 
be  no  treason  to  tlie  oonntry  so  long  as  there  ia 
fldelify  to  "the  party."  Has  the  President  "as- 
snroed  the  rBroonaiUlity,"  seized  the  onstody 
and  the  control  of  the  pnUio  mcoiey,  in  defiance 
all  law  and  precedent,  and  placed  them  in 
tiie  hands  of  a  traitor  and  a  perjured  knave  f 
We  are  told  that  the  monster  bank  was  his  en- 
emy, and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  the 
anion  of  the  purse  and  sword."  Has  he  as- 
Bomed  to  himsea  judicial  powers,  and  the  pre- 
rogative to  administer  the  laws  and  the  oonsti- 
tation  according  to  his  own  interpretation  and 
fais  own  irresponnble  will?  We  are  told  that 
the  Pre^dent's  conscience  alone  is  concerned 
in  their  execution,  and  that  the  people  have 
eanotioned  in  him  the  power  of  impnial  magis- 
trate. As  imperial  ma^trate,  has  he  "as- 
sumed tJie  ctmdnot  and  style  sovereign  and 
conqueror,  and  exercised,  without  disgoise,  the 
whole  I^fllatave  as  well  as  enootiTe  power?  " 
We  are  told  that  the  President  is  "the  Govern- 
ment," and  that  the  people  bave  sanctioned  the 

Eretension  that  all  offices  and  their  powers  are 
is  1  Have  the  expenditures  of  his  administra- 
tion increased'  and  grown  enormously  beyond 
all  example,  to  thirty-eight  millions  from  fifteen 
millionsjwithout  a  cent  of  public  debt  to  be 
paldt  We  are  told  that  the  Freiddeat  is  the 
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best  judge  of  the  wants  of  the  country,  and  that 
the  peo^e  have  sanctioned  wasteful  and  profli- 
gate extravagance  I  Have  thousands  and  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  been  expended  on  east 
rooms,  and  gravel  walks,  and  all  the  regalia  of 
apalaoe,  in  &ct,  for  a  republican  officer  in  form  % 
We  are  told  that  the  President's  court  should 
be  as  splendid  as  any  King's,  and  that  the  peo< 
[de  have  sanctioned  royalty  I  Has  the  patxt>n- 
age  of  the  Federal  Government  been  tr^nen- 
doualy  increased,  and  exerted  in  conflict  with 
the  freedom  of  eleotionB  I  We  are  told  that  the 
reign  of  the  Prendent  should  be  perpetuated, 
and  that  the  people  have  sanctionea  the  inter- 
ference of  omce-holders  with  the  elective  fran- 
chise I  Has  tiie  currency  of  the  country  been 
totally  deranged,  and  is  there  danger  of  a  uni- 
versal crash  in  trade  and  finance !  We  are  told 
that  the  Presddent's  golden  experiment  must  be 
fully  tested  to  our  hearts'  content,  and  that  the 
people  have  sanctioned  the  "  inverted  pyramid  " 
of  local  bank  paper  rags,  which  threatens  to 
totter  over  our  heads  I  Has  "  the  fine  theory 
of  a  republic  insensibly  vanished,  and  made 
way  for  the  more  natural  and  subfrtantial  feel- 
ing of  a  monarchyf  "  We  are  told  that  the 
Prendent  may  be  a  king  by  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  the  people  have  already  oonsented 
to  the  change  1  Has  the  President  been  "  lived 
from  the  restrwnt  of  dvil  laws  ?  can  he  com- 
mand by  his  arbitrary  will  the  lives  and  for- 
tnnes  of  his  sntgects,  and,"  finally,  "hashe  dis- 
posed of  the  empire,  as  of  his  private  patri- 
mony," by  nominating  and  electing  his  succes- 
sor i  We  are  told  that  the  President  was  enti- 
tled to  hta  right  of  election  as  well  as  other 
men,  and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  and 
submitted  to  his  dictation! 

Sir,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  Let  no 
one  infer  that  I  am  indulging  in  any  tirade 
against  the  ftesidutt,  or  that  I  am  venting  an^ 
spleen  whatevor.  No,  ^r ;  no.  Far,  far  oe  it 
from  me  now,  now  when  it  is  too  late,  if  ever 
it  was  right  and  proper,  to  indulge  in  stronger 
invective  agunst  a  Oni^  Magistrate  than  truth 
and  patrio^on  required.  He  of  whom  I  speak 
is,  I  deeply  r^et,  now  lying  on  the  conch  of 
human  si^ering,  the  last,  I  fear,  from  what  I 
am  told,  of  his  sufferings  in  this  world  of  sor- 
row, I  too  have  served  him  with  more  than 
half  the  zeal  I  ever  served  a  more  omnipotent 
master.  He  will,  if  he.  lives,  soon  retire  fVom 
the  palace  of  power,  and  rengn  all  the  pomp 
and  circumstance  of  state  and  station  into  other 
hands,  wludi  are  to  reign  after  him.  God 
grant,  mr,  that  hia  retirement  m«y  be  that 
peaoeftd  aiid  calm  and  blessed  retirement  from 
the  harassing  cares  <rf  office,  which  belongs  to 
wisdom,  virtue,  and  the  consciousness  of  being 
a  public  benefactor — such  as  was  illustrated  in 
the  examples  of  a  Washington  and  a  Uadison. 
My  prayer  fervently  is,  tliat  he  may  yet  live 
long  at  his  bdoved  Hermitage,  in  the  holy 
retreat  of  his  own  private  sanctuary,  and  spend 
the  dedine  of  his  days  in  solemn  reflections 
upon  the  so^es  and  events  of  a  long  life,  moat 
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AodTely  spent  in  deeds  big  vith  the  fat©  oS  a 
oonnbry  he  has  defended,  aod  of  its  institntions 
"hallowed  the  wisdom  of  sages,  and  conse- 
orated  by  the  blood  of  heroes.^*  May  he  live 
long  to  witness  the  effects  his  errors,  if 
errore  he  haa  committed,  to  acknowledge  and 
r^nt  of  them,  and  in  like  manner  to  eqjoy 
the  bleaungs  of  hia  administration,  if  of  any 
blessings  it  has  been  froitfol.  No,  ur;  my 
meaning  is  not  now  to  condemn  the  President, 
bat  to  defend  the  people.  Thu  is  the  sole 
ol^t  of  the  (jnestions  I  have  pat.  I  do  not 
mean  to  aoonse  the  Preadent  of  all  these 
eoormitieB  against;  dvil  liber^,  of  whiob  I  have 
af^ed— is  he  gailty  t  Nor  do  I  admit,  if  he  ^ 
guilty  of  them,  that  the  people  have  sanctioned 
all  or  any  which  I  have  enomerated.  Bat,  ur, 
I  merely  state  the  fact,  that  the  party  who 
claim  to  hold  him  in  keeping,  and  to  hold  on 
to  his  power  after  him,  olaim  and  tell  ns  that 
the  people  hare  yielded  every  thing  worth 
preserving,  and  have  sanctioned  all  theee  enor- 
mities, and  more,  and  worse.  "What  their 
object  may  be  in  admitting  these  encroach- 
ments, and  in  claiming  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  and  approved  them,  I  know  not, 
unless  they  mean  hereafter  to  rely  npon  most 
Uonsafe  preoedentsl  "  The  &ot  is  alarmingly 
so,  tiiat  these  aibdras  are  now  set  np,  going  so 
jbr  aa  to  aaperse  the  pe<^e  whom  affect  so 
mnoh  to  reverenoe  wm  i^roving  ana  sanction- 
ing  proscription,  corruption,  arbitrary  power, 
the  destmction  of  the  checks  imd  balances  of 
the  Government,  profli^te  extravagance  in  its 
administration,  execntive  dictation,  royalty 
itself  and  a  oancns  sooceasion  in  an  elective 
monarchy  f  In  advance,  I  warn  them  that  I 
now  deny  the  fact  that  the  people  have  sanc- 
tioned or  approved  of  any  such  onpardonable 
sins  against  them  for  their  only  bulwarks  of 
safety.  If  this  people  have  yielded  already 
what  "  the  party "  claim,  they  would  have 
yielded  aU  for  which  th^  fathers  fought ;  and 
those  fkthers  would  rise,  if  the  migb^  dead 
oould  rise,  from  their  very  graves  to  Tejorqach 
th^  debased  d^neraoy,  uid  their  cruel  in- 
justice, dike  to  t£em  and  all  posterity. 

I  have  done  no  wrong  to  Jackson,  then,  as 
all  candid  minds  will  bear  me  witness ;  I  have 
given  him  credit  for  ^'evffly  captive  he  has 
bron^t  to  Rome."  At  the  same  time,  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  he  has  not  comnutted  many 
grievous  errors.  For  many  of  them  I  can  weU 
scoouut,  though  I  cannot  pardon.  We  are 
taagbt  in  history  that  "suspicions  princes 
often  promote  the  last  of  mankind,  from  a 
vain  persuasion  that  those  who  have  no  de- 
pendenoe^  except  on  their  &vor,  will  have  no 
attadmwnt,  except  to  the  person  .of  their  bene- 
fMtw."  Thus  were  the  Ferenniaes  and  Olean- 
ders prompted  by  a  Oommodna;  and  sraoh 
ministers  were  well  qualified  to  drive  from  the 
esteem  of  such  a  prince  the  "  faithfd.  coansel- 
lors  to  whom  a  Harcns  had  recommraded  his 
son  — the  one  "  a  servile  and  ambitions  minis- 
ttf,  who  had  oUained  his  post  by  the  murder 
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of  bis  predeeessor,  bat  who  possessed  a  oon- 

^derable  share  of  vigor  and  ability ;  "  the  other 
"was  a  Phrygian  by  birth,  of  a  natiw  over 
whose  stubborn  but  servile  temper  blows  csiij 
could  prevail.  He  had  been  sent  from  his 
tive  conntry  to  Rome  in  the  capacity  of  a  slave* 
As  a  slave  he  entered  the  impedal  palaoe, 
rendered  himself  nsefdl  to  his  master's  passions, 
and  rapidly  ascended  to  the  most  exuted  sta^ 
tion  which  a  subject  oonld  ei\joy.  His  influenee 
over  the  mind  of  Oommodus  was  much  greater 
than  that  of  hia  predecessor.  Avarioe  was  the 
reigning  pasrioa  of  his  soidf  and  the  ^eat  prini- 
dple  cf  his  administration.  The  rank  of  om- 
stu,  of  patrician,  of  aenatw,  was  emosoA  to 
pahUo  sale.  In  thelncrative  provindal  employ- 
ments the  minister  shared  with  the  governor 
the  spoils  of  the  people.  The  ezeontion  of  the 
laws  was  v«ial  and  arbitrary." 

Is  it  astoniabing  that,  with  ministen  like 
those  of  Oommodus,  tempted  as  they  were  by 
the  public  money  in  deporit,  and  by  the  vast 
pubhc  domain  of  this  mttion,  stretching  over 
rivers  and  lakes,  and  prairies  of  unbounded 
extent  and  inexhaustible  fertility,  Jackson  was 
duped,  and  the  public  deposits  were  removed 
within  reach  of  Perennis  and  Oleander? 
Again,  mr,  an  incident  in  the  history  of  this 
same  emperor,  very  dmUar  to  tbSt  one  in  &e 
histoiy  <»  onr  own  Pretddoit,  acoomtts  Ibr  bis 
hostility  to  the  Boman  Senate :  "  One  evening^ 
as  the  Emperor  was  returning  to  the  palaee 
through  a  daek  and  narrow  portico  in  the  no- 
phitheatre,  an^ssassin,  who  wuted  his  pasBage^ 
rushed  upon  him  with  a  drawn  sword,  loudly 
exclaiming,  '  The  Senate  sends  you  this.*  The 
conspiracy  was  proved  to  have  been  formed  not 
in  the  Senate,  but  within  the  walls  of  the  pal- 
ace." But  *'  the  words  of  the  assassin  sunk 
deep  into  the  mind  of  Oommodos,  and  left  an 
indelible  impression  of  fear  and  hab-ed  against 
the  whole  body  of  the  Senate.  The  I>^t(na^ 
a  race  of  men  disooaiaged,  and  almost  extin- 
gnUhed  under  the  former  reigns,  again  became 
formidable  as  soon  as  they  discovered  that  the 
Emperor  was  dedronsotlmiDg  ^saflbetion  and 
treason  in  the  Senate."  Sir,  we  all  know  that 
in  the  oaapping  of  a  percusnon  cap  the  Presi- 
deot  heard  distinctly  the  words,  *'  The  Senate 
sends  yon  this  " — ^thfeb  that  detestable  race  of 
men  oaUed  Delators  were  ready  to  swear  that 
the  conspiracy  was  formed  in  the  Senate ;  and, 
if  there  was  not  a  better  reason,  perhaps  to  the 
act  of  a  madman  now  confined  in  prison  might 
be  ascribed  the  Preudent's  past  hostility  to  the 
Senate.  But  there  is  a  better  reason.  "By 
declaring  themselves  the  protectors  of  the  peo- 
ple, Marios  and  Qassar  sabverted  t^e  ocmstitD- 
ti(m  tiieir  ooonbry."  And,  perhaps,  in  the- 
histories  of  Ifarina  and  Onsar,  oar  modem 
Oleanders  learned  that  an  *'hnmble  and  dis- 
armed" Senate  is  always  "found  a  tractaUe 
and  nsefal  instrument  of  dominion," 

In  a  certain  event,  if  the  election  of  Preai- 
dent  had  failed  in  this  House,  an  "  hnmbledj 
and  disarmed  Senate  "  might  have  bew  fbiud. 
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—4  *'  tractable  and  nseful  instroment,"  indeed,  to 
elect  an  Klagabalos,  aoder  whom  another 
Hierocles  might  have  ei^o^ed  the  honor  of 
being  "  emprees,  hueband ;  "  and  under  whom 
*^  a  daaoer  might  hare  been  made  prafect  of  the 
a  dbarioteer  prsfiaat  of  the  watch,  a  barber 
prsBfect  of  the  proviaionH,"  and  alt  "reoom- 
mended  as  fit  officers — enormitate  membro- 
rumf*^  Sir,  I  might  eaomerate  numberless 
SQch  ezcQiWs  for  nomberless  saoh  errora  of  the 
Freadent,  or  rather  of  the  PresideDt's  minis- 
tera.  But  enough  has  been  sud ;  and  I  mean 
not  to  condemn  or  accnse  him,  I  repeat,  but  to 
defend  the  people,  wbtna  "the  party"  accuse 
and  condemn. 

If  it  be  true,  as  we  are  told,  and  I  do  not  Ba7 
it  is  not  true,  that  the  President  has  made  and 
unmade  men  in  office,  has  proaoiibed  the  faith- 
falf  has  corropted  the  pnre,  has  humbled  and 
disarmed  the  Soiate,  haa  made  the  House  of 
B^maantativeB  servile  and  dependent,  has 
sdxed  and  squand^vd  the  public  money,  has 
deranged  the  correnoy  and  endangered  every 
nUm's  estate,  has  controlled  electioDS,  has  as- 
Bomed  royal  pren^ativei^  made  himself  a  king 
and  a  kiog  bis  successor ;  and  if  it  be  slao  true, 
which  I  utterly  deny,  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  all  Uiis  exercise  of  absolute  power, 
I  a^  gentlemen  of  all  parUes,  those  even  who 
<daim  to  be  the  exclusive  keepers  of  the  king's 
oonsidence,  if  this  does  not  prove  one  virtue — 
the  virtue  of  constancy,  at  least,  in  the  people ! 
Have  they  not  been  constant ^nd  confiding 
beyond  measure  in  their  attacAient  to  him  ? 
Has  their  fanlt  not  been  in  too  much  confi- 
dence and  oonstancy  I 

If  what  Qitj  say  be  tme,  and  it  is  a  main 
srgnnwnt  with  them,  that  '*tfae  voice  of  the 
people  is  the  voice  of  God ; "  that  whatever 
Jackson  has  done  they  have  sanctioned ;  that 
he  spake,  and  tbey  willed  it ;  that  he  vetoed, 
aod  they  voted  with  him;  that  he  dictated, 
-and  the^  obeyed;  is  this  not  ^roof  positive 
4hat  their  affections  and  their  voices  have  ever 
enstained,  have  ever  animated,  have  ever  in- 
dulged, have  ever  justified  and  excused  him  ? 
Suoa  unexampled  confidence,  such  unexampled 
constancy,  such  unexampled  attachment  and 
«ffiaetion,  were  never  witoessed  bef<»«  in  any 
pewle  towards  any  zoler'  and  I  pnt  it  to  the 
4sanaar  and  sense  of  jnstioe  of  all  men  to  say, 
whether  what  t^e  people  have  yielded  to  their 
fiivotite  has  not  been  more,  trebly  more,  than 
reward  «nough  for  all  his  services  and  sacnfic^ 
however  great  f  Admitting  the  debt  of  their 
gratitude  to  him  to  have  been  ever  so  great,  I 
ask  if  the  debt  has  not  been  more  than  paid  f 
"Whether  the  President  does  not  now  owe  more 
than  he  can  ever  pay  to  a  generous  people,  who 
have  confidingly,  to  a  criminal  degree,  intrusted 
him  with  their  all— their  honors,  their  rights, 
thor  liberties,  their  sovereign  power!  Sir, 
what  can  one  aged  man,  fast  hurrying  to  the 
grave,  pay  to  a  people  in  coosideration  of  what 
an  &e  treaBmw«f  eartb,  and  all  the  blood  of 
thfim  and  their  «hildreii,  may  not  buy  I  Noth- 


ing I  Kothing  I  Yes,  yes,  there  is  one  boon, 
one  sacred  legacy,  of  inestimable  value,  which, 
in  parting  from  them  and  the  world,  he  might 
have  left  them.  He  might  have  left  them  the 
leMoy  of  a  p^ot*B  advice.  He  mi^t  have 
left  mem  the  trnth,  and  solemnly  imprinted  it 
npcHt  their  minds  and  memories  forever,  that 
"  they  had  tnisted  him  too  much,"  and  ms  ad- 
vice to  them,  "  never,  never  in  their  history,  to 
trust  another  man  as  they  had  trusted  him ;  " 
and  he  might  have  returned  to  them  their  trust, 
and  have  restored  them  to  their  senses.  This, 
and  this  only,  would  have  repaid  them.  It 
would  have  restored  to  tiiem  what  has  been 
taken  from  them,  which  alone  can  compensate 
for  itself. 

The  last  Message  of  such  a  President  to  such 
a  people  should  have  been  the  **  farewell "  of  a 
father  to  his  children.  It  should  have  been 
deep  in  wisdom,  profound  in  its  phQosoiAy, 
hollowed  in  its  lessons  of  virtue,  oalm  in  its 
tone  and  temper  ot  reason,  eloquent  in  its  ap- 
peals, snblime  in  its  moral,  and  passionate  only 
in  its  fervent  affection.  It  should  have  be^ 
the  legacy  of  Augnstus  to  his  successors,  the 
"  farewell  ^'  address  of  Washington  to  his  coun- 
trymen I 

But  this  is  the  last  annual  Message  of  Andrew 
Jackson  I  I  would,  for  him  and  his  conntry, 
that  it  was  any  thing  but  what  it  is.  And  why 
is  it  what  it  is  ?  Gentlemen  will  pardon  me — 
I  mean  nothing  difflrespectful  to  the  Premdent — 
when  I  say  they  know  it  is  due  to  candor  and 
tmtii  to  say — it  is  what  it  is,  because  it  is  not 
the  Message  at  all  of  Andrew  Jackson  I  They 
know  tibat,  immediately  .upon  the  a^jonmment 
of  the  last  sea^n  of  Otmgress,  the  Frendent 
and  his  t^ime  ministras  were  dispersed  from 
their  dntaes  at  the  seat  of  Government,  and 
from  tiie  cares  of  public  business,  on  their 
respective  missions  to  the  States  of  this  Union. 
He  of  State  bore  despatches  to  Georgia,  and 
"the  Old  Chief  himself"  was  lugged  al<»ig 
through  WertemVh^inia,  ovor 

"BnteudTldgM, 
AndbrUeu 
MsdeoT^aiiks 
In  open  naksi" 

to  Tennflasee  and  Alabama.  It  is  a  pity, 
that  more  <tf  the  people  had  not  witnessed  the 
executive  electioneering  tour;  for  then,  per- 
ht^  more  the  States  would  have  fiallowed 
the  example  of  Georgia  and  Tennessee,  nnther 
of  which  could  l>e  seduced  or  intimidated  into 
the  support  of  "  the  man  "—a  Tennessee  toast 
said,  "  the  dog"—  as  well  as  "  the  master."  I 
am  told  that  they  carried  him  aboQt  like  a  lion 
for  show,  and  made  him  roar  like  a  lion.  They 
had  catechisms  prepared  for  him,  and  the  nego- 
tiations of  the  mission  were  conducted  by  pre- 
concerted questions  and  answers.  A  crowd 
woiUd  collect— on  the  highway  or  in  the  bar- 
rooms, no  matter  which— and  some  "  village 
pditsdan"  of  "the  party"  would  inquire— 
"  What  think  yon.  General,  of  such  a  mani " 
In  a  loud  to&e,  much  too  atenttman  for  those 
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langs  which  are  now  laoerated,  the  answer 
rung—"  He  is  a  traitor,  edr."  «  There,  there  I " 
repeated  the  dexaagogtm  to  the  ^wd—"  did 
yon  not  hear  that  I  "  What  think  you  (tf 
another,  General?"  "  He  is  a  liar,  air  I " 
"Whotofanoihw?"  He  is  a  Uaok-ooekade 
federaliatl'*  Of  another  t  **He  made  a 
speedi  for  which  he  p^d  some  stenographer 
fire  dollars  t "  And  another  was — "  Of  no  ao- 
count — no  aebonnt,  sir,  and  onght  to  he  sent 
home  to  have  his  |>lacie  rapplied  hy  a  more 
effi<nent  man ; "  and  another  was — "  Upon  the 
fence,  sir — npon  the  fence  I  '*  Bat,  General, 
what  thbk  yon  of— Mr.  (the  first  time  Benben 
was  ever  called  mister  I)  Benben  K.  Whitney  ?  " 
"  There  is  no  jnst  cause  of  complaint  against 
Mr.  Whitney,  sir;  he  is  as  tnte  a  patriot  as 
ever  was ;  thej  are  all  liars  who  accuse  him  of 
angbt  wrong,  and  the  official  doonmenta  prore 
tiiem  to  be  Bol"  All  the  while  these  re- 
aponses  were  repeated  hy  the  deaotms  of  the 
serrlce,  and  the  people  were  called  to  give  heed 
to  them.  Those  who  saw  the  farce  and  the 
Arands  did  heed  them,  sir— did  heed  them. 

Ujr  friend  (Mr.  Pktfon)  told  ihem  that  they 
would  kill  him;  that  Oiere  was  too  mncii 
travel  and  fatigue;  too  mnch  standing  and 
talking ;  too  much  biistle  and  excitement  for  a 
weak  and  infirm  old  man  to  'bear.  But  still 
they  showed  him  abont,  in  the  heat  of  sommer, 
and  still  they  made  him  roar,  nntil  he  frighten- 
ed the  people,  who  at  last  began  to  apprehend 
he  was  a  hon  come  to  devour  their  .freedom  of 
eleetiona,  and  all  else  they  valned  as  dear.  De- 
feated in  his  mission,  he  at  laigth  became  dlfr- 
gnated  hhnsell^  chagrined  and  mortified.  He 
returned  to  Washington  through  Ohio,  and,  by 
the  Onyandotte  route,  through  Virginia  again, 
and  has  been  sick  and  disablcu  ever  since.  The 
loss  of  Teonessee,  particularly  the  Hermitage, 
excited  him  still  more,  and  this  renewed  ex- 
citement may  have  caused  that  hemorrhage  at 
the  lungs  which  has  been  pouring  out  the  cur- 
rent of  his  life.  At  no  moment  since  his  return 
has  he  been  able  to  write  or  dictate  a  message. 
There  he  has  been  lying,  as  it  were,  a  dead  lion, 
who  oonld  not  even  *' shake  the  dew  drop  from 
his  mane ; "  and  his  coach  of  Infirmity  has  been 
haunted  by  the  Perennisea  and  Oleanders  of 
his  palaee  as  by  vampyres.  In  their  hands  baa 
he  fallen ;  and  it  is  beeaose  this  "  last  annnal 
Uessaee*^  comes  to  us  and  the  coontny  reeking 
with  the  fumes  of  the  kitchen  cabinet  that  it  te 
what  it  is  I 

What  is  itr  The  worst  as  well  as  the  last 
annual  Message  which  Andrew  JadEscm  even 
ever  wrote — I  had  like  to  have  said,  ever  sent 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress.  Its  vanity  and 
egotism — ^its  profane  hypoori^  and  solemn 
mockery  of  the  good  man's  supplications  to  the 
Supreme  Rnlor  of  the  Universs — its  sophistical 
nonsense,  showing  its  duplicity  to  a  foreign 
power,  and  conceiUing  its  real  policy  from  onr- 
■elves—ita  low,  ad  eemtandvm  argnmenta,  ad- ' 
dressed  to  all  prqndicee  of  ignorance  and 
pattion,  to  Jnstii^  the  most  tfumnlfiiw  attadca 


[H.  or  B. 

upon  the  currency  for  the  vile  pnrpoBes  of 
Ucensed  depredators  on  the  pubho  lands — its 
glaring  falsehoods  as  to  the  most  important 
facts  of  trade,  curreno^,  banks  of  depomt,  and 
finance— its  euotioneeiing,  conlfoually  harping 
upon  an  institution  dead  in  fact,  and  thrice 
wounded  flhice  dead^lta  oft-rep«ited  homily 
agdnst  one  good  honk,  and  its  unblnshing  re- 
commendation, in  the  same  breath,  of  nearly 
half  one  hundred  had  and  irreapousible  banks 
— ^its  disengenuons  attempts  to  reconcile  glaring 
inconsistencies  of  the  President  on  the  deposit 
and  distribution  measures — its  pitiful  apologies 
for  the  disgrace  of  our  arms  by  Osceola — its 
bold  recommendation  of  an  increase  of  the 
standing  army — ^Ita  unjust  attempt  to  cast  cen- 
sure, due  to  Uie  errots  imd  blunders  of  the  ad- 
ministration itaell  upon  the  shouldera  of  an 
innocent  State  officer,  and  then  calling  for  aa 
appropriation  to  repair  these  same  errors,  which 
it  says  are  not  those  of  this  Govemment^ita 
false  claim  of  a  national  policy^  founded  in 
humanity  towards  the  Indians — its  reiterated 
Jesuttiou  recommendation  of  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution  as  to  the  election  of  President 
which  was  never  meant  to  be  carried  into  efileot 
by  "  tiie  party,"  or  to  be  any  thing  more  than 
a  topic  with  which  to  prejudice  the  people's 
minds  agunst  au  election  by  the  House — its 
impudent  boast  of  the  intelligence  and  patriot- 
ism of  the  successor,  whom  executive  patron- 
age and  dictation  have  succeeded  in  electing — 
its  shallow  political  economy — its  demagogulsm 
— ^ita  arts  or  vQe  deception  and  faumbuggery — 
its  rankling  venom  of  party  spirit— its  miser- 
able rhetoric,  rinklng  bdow  criticism— ita 
grovelling  moral  sentiment— its  total  want  of 
all  sage  counsel  or  advice,  and  of  all  pathos  and 
feeling — are  all  equalled  only  by  its  ndse  certi- 
ficate m  chief  to  the  prosperous  condition  of 
all  the  varions  executive  departments,"  to  "  th^ 
ability  and  integrity"  with  which  they  have 
been  conducted,  and  to  the  fact  of  the  Presi- 
dent's belief  "that  there  is  no  just  cause  of 
complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  frilfiUed  the  objects  of  their 
creation  I'* 

Now,  sir,  compldnts  have  been  loudly  made 
from  various  quarters,  in  this  House  and  by 
the  press,  by  responsible  persons,  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  most  of  the  executive  departments, 
and  as  to  tlie  want  of  AVQitj  and  integrity 
with  whidi  they  have  been  conducted ;  and  in- 
vestigations by  ns  of  the  truth  or  falsehood, 
justice  or  injustice,  of  thme  complaints,  have 
heretofore  been  doggedly  and  repeatedly  refba- 
ed.  *'  The  party  "  were  content  with  the  mere 
affirmation  by  the  President  to  the  crowd  of 
their  innocence  and  purity,  when  he  knew  no 
more  abont  their  gudt  than  he  knew  of  the 
facts  of  a  certain  event  in  this  Capitol  last 
winter,  of  which  you  and  I,  Mr.  Chairman, 
knew  all,  and  more  than  we  wanted  to  know ; 
abont  which,  if  the  Tennessee  papers  are  to  be 
believed,  the  President  has  gi^en  another  oer- 
tifioate,  though  he  was  more  than  a  mile  oS, 
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and  there  were  at  least  seven  &Ui(nB8  of  bricks 
and  mortar  and  stooe  betveien  him  and  the 
place  of  the  ooenrrmce.  Thciy  have  made  him 
a  vitness  in  bodi  cases,  vh^  it  was  impos- 
dblo  for  him  to  be  a  witness ;  and  in  giving  his 
testimony  he  has  been  compelled  to  resort  to 
his  "  imagination  for  his  facts."  I  cared  noth- 
ing for  the  certificates  of  the  President,  so  long 
as  they  abided  in  the  ephemeral  form  of  heated 
partisan  deolaralaons  along  the  public  roads,  or 
BO  long  as  thej  were  read  from  the  atnmp 
raerelj,  a  thonsand  miles  off.  Bat,  sir,  this 
"  certificate  in  chief  "  is  no  longer  a  mere  tav- 
ern ipte  dixit  on  the  highway,  bnt  it  is  to  be 
filed  in  the  arohiTes  of  ttus  Gtovemment,  as  a 
part  and  pared  of  the' "  last  ammd  Ifossage  " 
al  the  Greatest  and  Best !  Ferennis  uoA  Olean- 
der have  certified  to  their  own  good  behaTUV, 
innooenoe,  and  purity,  have  incorporated  their 
oertiflcate  in  the  "last  annual  ^ssage,"  and 
have  afBzed  to  It  the  official  sign  manual  of 
Andrew  Jackson  I 

Is  this  certificate  tme  ?  I  pnt  it  to  gentle- 
men if  it  be  not  true,  whether  iignstioe  has 
not  been  done  to  Andrew  Jackson,  to  those 
who  have  nttered  Jost  comj^iunts,  aiod  to  the 
public  service,  by  this  audacious  fbrged  self- 
acqnittal  f 

Is  it  true  or  false,  that  -  the  varions  ezeontive 
departanmts  have  been  condncted  with  ability 
and  integrity,  and  that  thegr  are  in  a  prospwoos 
condition  ?  That  is  the  issue.  How  is  it  to  be 
tried  I  Will  gentiemen  tell  me  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  triea  the  Usee  already^  and  that  they 
are  content  with  his  oertiflcate  in  form  ?  Sir, 
1  b«^n  tiiis  sestAon  as  I  ended  the  last  session, 
by  i^ung  the  opportnnity  and  power,  and  by 
ounmiog  the  rintt  of  an  investigation  l^^  a 
committee,  an  efficient,  able,  and  air  commit- 
tee, with  fall  powers  to  eviscerate  the  truth. 
The  truth'is all  I  desire.  I  make  no  accosa- 
tions,  no  oompIaintB,  except  of  the  denial  of 
investigation. 

If  all  have  been  condacted  with  ability  and 
integrity,  the  departments  have  nothing  to  fear, 
and  inves^ation  may  do  great  good.  If  it 
does  not  find  and  expose  past  fraud  and  cormp- 
tion,  it  may  prevent  mnch  evil  hereaiter,  by 
the  fear  of  somtiny.  I  do  rincerely,  from  the 
best  of  motives,  eamestiy  dedre  to  see  the 
doors  of  the  Treasury  Departmnit,  of  the  Land 
ofSoea,  of  the  Indian  bnreau,  and  of  other  de- 
partments and  offices,  thrown  open  to  full  and 
fair  investigation.  We  then  can  have  the  facts, 
of  which  to  judge  for  onrselves,  and  on  which 
to  make  up  our  own  verdict.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  grand  inquest  to  find  or  ignore  a  bill  for  it- 
aelfl  and  of  the  venire  to  try  the  issue  and  find 
a  verdict  for  itself.  No  judge,  much  more  no 
party,  shall  find  a  bill,  true  or  false,  or  render 
a  verdict  for  them.  Cleanse  the  Augean  stables, 
say  I ;  and  I  say  more.  The  Numidian  king, 
wh«ai  he  was  carried  a  captive  to  Rome,  and 
aaw  the  oormptioDS  <tf  her  dttcens,  returned 
from  the  dty  witii  contempt,  and  siud,  "  Give 
me  wealth,  and  I  will  buy  up  the  whole  rapnb- 
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lie."  fanny  Wright,  I  beUeve^  uttered  a  truth, 
that  whenever  you  see  two  men  talking  togeth- 
er, there  are  ten  chances  to  one  thev  are  talk- 
ing on  one  of  three  snbjectfr— "  tivde,  polituss, 
or  religion."  The  three  subjects  have,  since  she 
wrote  the  remark,  entirely  amalgamated  into 
two.  Trade  and  politics  have  now  become 
one.  Some  of  the  priests,  I  am  toldj  are  offer- 
ing to  join  the  union,  and  mammon  is  the  god 
of  this  day's  worship.  Trade,  Ae,  trade  swal- 
lows up  every  thing  i 

Tell  me  not  this  is  the  short  session.  Inves-  • 
tigation  was  refused  last  winter,  when  the-ses- 
sion  was  long.  I  know,  ear,  that  this  is  an 
inauspitMons  period,  perh^M,  to  expect  gentle* 
men  to  look  back  at  the  past,  or  to  pause  a 
moment  on  the  present.  I  know  that  ererjr 
eye  is  tumedf  and  every  mind  of  ^tlemen  is 
best  towards  the  future.  "  Coming  events, 
which  cast  thdr  shadows  before,^'  are  much 
more  dazzUng  to  their  hopes  and  fancies  than 
punful  tmliiB  of  the  past  or  the  present  are  to 
their  memories  or  their  wills.  They  know,  sir, 
that  some  of  the  swarm  of  "conservatives" 
which  are  now  &t  and  full  of  the  blood  of  the 
Treasury,  must  be  driven  off  for  some  of  the 
lank  and  hungry  "  locofoco "  flies,  who  are 
voraciously  eager  to  light  upon  this  poor  body 
politic  of  ours.  AH  things  may  not  become 
new,  but  there  must  he  some  changes ;  and  for 
every  change  there  will  be  a  chance  for  some 
impatioit  expectant.  I  know  that  General 
Jackson  has  horn  made  to  aay,  in  this  "last 
annual  Message,"  "  He  that  oometb  after  me  is 
mightier  tiian  I ;  "  but  he  has  not  been  made 
to  add — "  Whose  fan  is  in  his  hand,  and  he  will 
thoroughly  purge  his  floor."  Sir,  lest  he  may 
not  purge  his  floor,  I  wish  it  to  be  swept  clean 
for  him  before  he  comes  in,  so  that  Jackson 
may  not  be  blamed  after  he  is  gone. 

Oertiun  it  is  I  cannot  anticipate ;  time  must 
develop  the  course  and  the  policy  of  the  com- 
ing administration.  And  let  no  <me  accuse  me 
of  commencing  an  attack  upon  it. in  advance. 
No,  sir ;  so  feir  from  it,  though  I  hold  lb.  Van 
Buren  respondble  for  most  mischief  that  baa 
been  d<me,  and  most  tiiatia  now  doing:  thon^ 
he  has  hem  the  caucus  candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency, and  was  the  nominated  BUooessOT ;  though 
he  is  elected  by  executive  patronage,  corrup- 
tion, and  dictation ;  though  ne  succeeds  at  the 
expense  of  the  elective  fi^chise ;  though  he  is 
a  minority  President,  and  has  promised  to  fol- 
low generally  in  the  footsteps  of  this  kitchen- 
cabinet  administration :  yet,  if  be  bravely  dares 
to  falsify  that  promise,  "  more  honored  in  the 
breach  than  in  the  observance,"  if  he  wUl  kick 
away  the  base  ladders  by  which  he  has  climbed 
to  the  height  of  his  ambition,  if  he  will  now 
leave  Falstaff  where  he  found  him,  and  array 
around  him  the  wisdom,  intelUgence,  and  vir- 
tue of  the  country,  and  base  his  administration 
on  a  sound,  elevated,  and  enlightened  poli<7, 
free  from  ocurruptiou,  and  purely  patriotic,  on- 
otmtamiiiated  by  party,  I  will  pleoge  mj  hum- 
ble rapporfc  to  Ida  meuoreB^  tlunigh  I  never  can 
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support  the  mm,  or  pardon  the  past  examples 
he  has  set  And  whr  cannot  I  sapport  the 
nmn  vhilst  I  approve  his  measures  t  Por  the 
verj  reason  that  he  has  not  "  entered  in  at  the 
■tr^ebt  gAte."  I  shall  always  esoheT  the  «- 
ampte  Thich  has  been  set  in  1886,  as  I  did  fliat 
of  ui  tiie  eleoticHi  of  Premdent  ctf  these 
United  States.  The  one  example  has  been  re< 
bnked  with  a  vengeance — the  other  will  not  he 
forgtven  by  me. 

Sir,  in  this  contest,  one  great  battle  only  has 
been  fought  between  power  and  the  people. 
The  result  is  known.  The  conflict  was  not  de- 
cisive, and  must,  as  long  as  there  is  an  honest 
heart  to  hope  for  freedom — shall  go  on  until 
conatitutionikl  liberty,  law,  the  independence  of 
the  people  and  then*  representatives,  honesty, 
trath,  and  Justice,  are  triumphant,  or  all  are 
fettered  in  a  despot's  chains  I  Defeated,  but 
not  conquered;  checlced  by  the  prstraian 
bands  of  patronage,  but  not  arrested  in  thdr 
onward  march,  the  patHot  army  is  not  dia* 
conraged  or  dismayed;  smitten,  but  not  struck 
down;  the  fia^  of  the  country  ia  stiU  flying  I 
Defeat  may  dnre  some,  the  craven  or  the  cor- 
morant of  spoils,  from  the  standard  of  the  true 
and  the  brave ;  bnt  to  the  Arm  and  proad  spirits 
of  the  patriot  baud  I  would  say,  Who  shall 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  country  f "  Shall 
defeat  1  Another  such  defeat  will  be  a  glorious 
victoiy  I  In  this  *'  we  are  more  thsji  conquer- 
ors." for  I  am  persuaded  that  neither  office,  nor 
bribe,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things 
present,  nw  things  to  conu^  shall  be  able  to 
separate  ns  from  the  love  of  our  country,  its 
laws,  and  its  liberties  I  God  only  knows  in 
whose  name  this  victory  shall  be  achieved :  it 
matters  not ;  but  this  I  know,  be  be  who  he 
may,  his  cause  will  be  consecrated  by  the  toils, 
the  prayers,  the  sacrifices^  and  the  hopes,  of 
the  unsubdued  and  nnternfled  freeman.  No, 
sir ;  let  no  man  despair  of  the  repubUo.  The 
flght  is  not  yet  ended.  The  people  are  not  yet 
vanquished.  Their  hosts  are  withdrawn  only 
for  the  moment,  to  recruit  tlieir  forces  and  to 
rep^  their  broken  weapons.  Tbe  weapons  of 
our  warfare  are  the  weapons  of  truth.  It  ahall 
be  my  duty  to  aaust  in  pointing  anew  its  spears 
and  itsluujes. 

question  on  t3ie  resolution  was  then 
taken  without  fhrther  debate,  and  oanied— 
ayes  80,  noes  78. 

So  the  resolation'waa  adaptoA, 


XHOBanaT,  December  IB. 

Thg  Pretidmf*  Mmag«. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  fifteenth  of  the  reeolutiona  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  tbe  whole  House  on  the  18th 
instant,  on  the  President's  Message : 

jReaoIved,  That  so  much  of  the  Preeiclent's  Henage 
as  nl»tea  to  the  "  condition  of  the  varions  execuUTs 
dcpartanentB,  the  abUity  and  hitwrity  with  whidi 
they  hare  been  condooted,  the  vigUint  sad  fiikfafol 
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discharge  of  the  pnblio  busioeea  in  all  of  them,  and 
the  causes  of  eonodahit,  from  ai^  quarter,  at  the 
manner  in  wUch  wej  have  MflUed  Hoe  oMects  aC 
their  creation,"  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consist  of  nme  membere,  irith  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  with  instructions  to  inquire 
into  the  coudition  of  tbe  various  executive  depart- 
ments, tbe  tbHity  and  Int^ri^  with  whidli  tkey  bare 
been  conducted,  into  the  manner  In  wMch  the  public 
bnsfaiess  has  been  disehaigea  hi  all  of  them,  and  mto 
all  causes  of  complafait,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
manner  in  which  Bud  departments,  or  their  bureaus 
or  offices,  or  an;  of  their  ofiScers  or  agents,  of  every 
description  whatever,  directlj'  or  indirectly  connected 
with  mem  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially,  in 
duties  pertaining  to  the  public  Interest,  have  fulfilled 
or  failed  to  accomplish  tbe  ottjects  of  their  cieaUon, 
or  have  violated  thdr  duties,  or  have  injured  and 
impaired  the  puUIc  service  md  intnest;  and  that 
said  committee.  In  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  sndli 
periods  of  times  as  to  them  seem  expedient  and 
fooper. 

Ifr.  Pkasob,  of  Rhode  Island,  went  into  an 
aignment  in  oppoBiti<m  to  the  readntimi.  The 
resolution,  he  said,  was  predicated  on  a  clause 
in  tiie  Pr^dent's  Message  which  was  not  usual, 
and  perhaps  its  was  gr^uitoos  on  the  part  of 
tbe  President.  Tbe  question  was,  whe^er  it 
was  neoessary,  beoanse  Hie  President,  in  his 
last  annual  Message,  with  an  overflow  of  feel- 
Ing  towards  the  l^ads  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments— as  be  believed  him  to  have  the  kindest 
feelings  toward  all  men  living — ^had  thought 
proper  to  compluuent  them,  it  was  neoessary 
to  have  an  investigating  committee  to  ascertain 
whether  he  spoke  the  tmth.  Although  it  was 
not  the  usual  course,  BtUl  the  President  had  a 
preoedmt  Many  years  ago,  Mr.  Monroe 
stepped  out  of  the  usual  course  to  compliment 
the  then  head  of  the  War  D^artment,  (Mr. 
OALHouir.)  Bnt  becaose  he  did  this,  no  C(»a- 
mittee  was  raised  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
the  compliment  was  deserved.  He  was  op- 
posed  to  the  resolution,  because  tbe  direct 
ol^ect  of  it  was  to  ascertain  whether  the  Presi- 
dent spoke  the  truth  or  not.  He  then  went  on 
to  show  that  all  the  suljeots  contemplated  to 
be  investigated  by  this  proposed  select  commit- 
tee, were  provided  for  by  the  House  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  standing  committees.  Among 
tiiese  committees  was  tiiat  of  Ways  and  Means ; 
and  it  was  the  dn^  of  that  committee  to  take 
into  consideration  and  report  upon  all  "such 
reports  of  the  Tnamaj  D^artment,  and  all 
sooh  propositions  relative  to  the  revenue,  as 
xoight  be  referred  to  them  1^  the  Hoose;  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  t2ie  pnblio  debt  or  the 
revenue  and  of  the  expenditnrea,  and  to  report 
from  time  to  time  their  opinion  thereon ;  to 
examine  into  the  state  of  tbe  several  public 
departments,  and  particularly  into  the  laws 
making  appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to  re- 
port whether  the  moneys  have  been  disbursed 
conformably  with  such  laws ;  and  also  to  re- 
port fVom  time  to  time  such  provinons  and 
arrang^ents  as  may  be  neoeaaary  to  add  to 
the  economy  of  ue  departments,  and  tht 
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accountability  of  their  officers."   That  com- 
mittee was  reqnired  to  do  all  that  any  select 
committee,  however  raised,  could  do.  Besides 
this,  there  were  other  committeeB,  whose  dnty 
it  was  to  examine  into  the  oonoition  of  tba 
departments,  and  the  expenditures  thereot 
Kvery  gentleman  most  recollect  that,  at  the 
lost  session  of  Congress,  a  gentlemaQ  from 
North  Oarollna^  (Mr.  dheppbbd,)  chairman  of 
one  of  these   committees,  investigated  the 
sSbXts  of  some  of  these  departmente,  made  a 
report,  and  the  report  was  acted  on  by  the 
House ;  and  conld  not  that  heretofore  done  be 
again  done  f   He  snbmitted  to  the  Honse,  then, 
to  say  whether  this  resolution  was  not  gra- 
tnitons,  uncalled  for,  and  had  nothing  to  jn^ify 
it,  except  the  paragraph  alluded  to  m  the 
President's  Message.  Anothw  objecUonhe  had 
to  it  was,  that  gentlemen  said  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  raised,  out  of  any  hostile  feeling 
to  the  President  of  t^e  United  States.  Well, 
vhat  were  the  Secretary  of  State,  Treasury, 
"War,  Navy,  &c. !   They  were  the  mere  mouth- 
pieces of  the  President;  men  selected  to  do 
what  he  could  not  do  himself.   Mr,  P.  read 
the  law  relating  to  the  Department  of  State, 
showing  its  duties,  and  showing  tiiat  the  head 
of  that  Department  was  created  to  do  for  the 
President,  under  the  law,  that  which  the 
President  conld  not  do  in  person.   How,  tJien, 
could  gentlemen  say  that  the  President  was 
not  imphcated,  when  the  acts  of  his  ministers 
were  nothing  more  nor  less  than  hia  acta  t  Let 
gentlemen  take  the  bull  by  the  horns.  If  tbey 
had  any  allegations  to  mue  against  the  Presi- 
dent, let  them  do  so  in  form.   While  pasnng 
on  ^e  acts  of  his  principal  pnblio  officers,  they 
necessarilypassed  on  the  acts  of  the  Prerideut 
himself.   He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  the 
laws  of  the  land  threw  around  individnals 
certain  goarda ;  they  were  not  to  be  arraigned 
without  notice,  &c.   But  bow  were  the  heads 
of  these  departments  to  be  heard  and  tried 
under  the  resolution  !  ■  Tliey  were  to  have  no 
hearing  and  no  trial,  and  were  to  he  diBfl*an- 
chised  and  divested  of  their  rights,  upon  the 
mere  rumors  of  newspapers  and  gossip  of  old 
women.   There  never  was  a  committee  r^sed 
vpoa  mere  su^;estion  and  gossip,  without  some- 
thing like  a  chaise  or  an  allegation.   Then  let 
the  gentleman  from  Vir^nia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  or 
any  other  gentleman,  make  out  a  charge  against 
the  President,  and  he  might  have  as  large  a 
committee,  and  hare  it  (dotbed  with  what 
powers  he  pleased ;  but  until  this  course  should 
be  adopted,  he  was,  and  should  be,  opposed  to 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution.   Who  could 
tell  wh^  powers  this  committee  might  assume? 
It  might  require  the  departments  to  submit  to  it 
all  matters  connected  with  removal,  or  it 
might  assume  any  authority  it  pleased.  The 
ra^ution  claimed  a  greater  scope  for  the  com- 
mittee than  was  ever  granted  to  a  committee 
of  that  House,  or  any  other  legislative  tribanal. 
When  were  its  powers  to  cease?   Who  could 
tell  this?  From  the  form  of  the  nsolntifni, 
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never;  because  they  were  to  take  cognizance 
of  all  matters,  from  all  quarters  of  the  Union ; 
from  eveiy  town,  village,  city,  and  hamlet ;  all 
causes  of  complaint,  from  re^nsible  and 
irresponsible  sources ;  of  all  the  ten  thousand 
charges  which  an  old  lady,  who  had  charge  ot 
a  paper  in  this  city,  had  made,  and  the  ten 
thousand  more  which  she  probably  would  make. 

But,  sir,  6ud  Mr.  P.,  this  was  to  be  somewhat 
an  ex  parte  proceeding.  Suppose  the  heads  of 
some  of  these  departments  shall  have  done 
some  commendable  acts.  The  committee  will 
not  be  hound  or  required  to  look  into  it.  No, 
sir,  their  object  will  be  to  arraign  them  and 
bring  them  to  trisi,  and  inflict  punishment 
upon  them.  Perhaps  the  committee  might 
wish  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  take 
some  of  the  heads  of  the  departments  home  to 
their  native  States,  to  ascMtain  whether  they 
want  to  operate  on  the  politics  of  snoh  States. 
Well,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  State  Trent  home 
dnring  the  last  summer;  and  if  bis  ol^ect  was 
to  operate  on  the  politics  of  Georgia,  he  met 
with  but  poor  success.  The  SecretaiV  of  the 
Navy  also  went  home;  but  his  going,  if  he  did 
go  for  political  effect,  only  added  to  the 
strength  of  the  party  opposed  to  him.  If  the 
results  in  those  States  were  the  consequence  of 
their  visita,  it  would  have  been  much  better 
,  they  had  not  gone..  But  suppose  as  the  Preed- 
dent  has  sud,  that  all  of  the  heads  of  these  de- 
partments shall  have  faithfully  done  their  duty, 
we  shall  have  no  report  from  this  committee 
on  the  snbject.  It  was  to  be  a  &ult-finding 
committee;  their  object  was  to  condemn,  and 
not  to  compliment,  thePrerideut  or  his  mimsters. 
If  there  was  want  of  fidelity  in  the  departments, 
yon  would  have  no  report  from  this  conmiittee. 
Although  the  Secrettur  of  the  Treasury  may 
have  his  Department  in  such  a  condition  th^ 
any  thing  whic^  is  brought  against  it,  either 
from  ghcwt  or  goblin  damned,  could  not  effect 
it;  although  the  Postmaster  General  may  have 
produced  order  out  of  chaos,  and  althocgh  the 
Secretary  of  War  may  have  discharged  with 
the  greatest  ability  two  offices,  not  a  word  wfll 
be  said  in  their  favor  by  this  committee :  their 
object  ex  «  termini,  will  be  to  undo  what  the 
President  has  done;  or,  ^Ung  in  that^  thcg' 
will  do  nothing.  Oommittees  of  that  House 
were  raised  for  special  causes,  for  causes  shown. 
What  were  the  causes  shown  why  this  com* 
mittee  ^onld  be  raised?  What  were  the 
specifications.?  Then,  unless  they  were  to 
innovate  on  the  rmes  of  the  House,  they 
could  not  adopt  this  resolution  in  its  present 
form.  Let  a  resolution  he  introduced  in  due 
form,  and  he  imagined  no  friend  of  the  Execu- 
tive on  that  floor  would  shrink  from  an  investi- 
gation. Let  the  charges  be  made  against  the 
Executive  and  his  ministers,  jointly  and  sev- 
erally, and  he  tbonght  he  could  safely  say  none 
would  shrink  from  the  investigation.  It  was  not 
his  business  to  go  into  Roman  history,  from 
the  age  of  Angustua  to  that  of  Tiberias,  for  the 
I  purpose  of  finding  out  examples  of  men  who 
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had  vaded  Hmmgh  blood  to  powor;  aad  if  be 
did  aOy  it  was  on^  for  instraotitxi,  and  to  make 
him  tiie  more  happy  that  he  livea  ia  a  ooontr^ 
where  nooe  of  those  scenes  were  enacted, 

Hany  men,  Mr.  P.  said,  changed  their  minds 
and  opinions  of  men,  and  got  to  disapprove  the 
course  of  those  they  used  to  admire. 

[Ur.  Wise  said,  if  the  gentleman  alladed  to 
him,  he  most  inform  him  that  he  never  was  in 
tlie  sitnation  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  in  his  life.] 

Mr.  Peahce  proceeded.  The  character  of  a 
nation  depended  very  much  on  the  oharaoter 
of  the  individnalA  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment No  nation  was  rendered  more  valiuble 
ita  resonntea  than  br  the  oharaoter  and 
repatation  of  the  inuWdnal  who  presided 
over  It  Why  did  Virginia  bold  benelf  so 
hight  It  might  be  somewh^  on  account  of 
her  soil,  climate,  and  resources,  but  more 
because  of  her  Washington,  her  Henrys,  her 
Jeffersons,  and  herMadlsons.  Their  characters 
not  only  ^ve  character  to  Virginia,  but  to  all 
the  States.  Why  was  he  (Mr.  P.)  prond  of  the 
little  State  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  repre- 
sent He,  to  be  sore,  might  be  prond  of  her 
great  resources ;  but  more  proud,  hecaose  it 
was  the  land  of  Greene  and  Perry.  Seven 
tatMa  contraided  for  the  honor  of  giving  birth 
to  Homer;  and  tyrAnnicalaa  Napoleon  might 
hsTO  been,  his  name  was  revered  by  moat  of 
the  Prendi  nation.  What  would  England,  the 
fii^-anchored  isle  of  the  ocean,  have  been,  if  it 
were  not  for  her  poets,  her  philosopher^  and 
her  statesmen  f 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  repeating  that  he  conld 
not  vote  for  the  resolution  in  its  present  form ; 
and  at  the  same  time  said  he  would  not  shrink 
from  the  respouMbility  of  an  Investigation,  if  a 
proper  committee  was  r^sed.  He  submitted 
to  tne  House  the  following  amendment :  Strike 
out  all  after  the  word  ^^^etohed,"  and  Insert 
thefdlowiog: 

"  Tbat  BO  much  of  the  Fresidenfs  HeasBge  as  Is  in 
the  ftdlowing  words,  to  wit :  '  Before  conoladiog  this 
paper,  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  various  exeeatlve  de- 
partmBBta  to  bear  teatim<my  to  their  prosperous  con- 
oitloD,  and  to  the  sUll^  and  integrity  with  wbStAi 
tbey  have  been  conducted.  It  has  been  my  aim  to 
enforce  in  all  of  them  a  vigilant  and  fiuthfol  dis- 
dbaxge  of  the  public  buuDeas  ;  and  it  ia  gratifying 
to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint, from  any  quarter,  at  the  maimer  In  which  they 
have  fulfilled  the  otyects  of  their  creation,*  be  refeired 
to  a  select  committee  of  nine  members,  with  instrao- 
tiona  to  inquire  into  any  spedflo  causes  of  oomt4dnt 
KUdi  be  allied  anUnat  the  integrity  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  any  of  Uie  departments  or  thtir  bu- 
reaus, or  tiie  vigilance  and  fidelity  with  whidi  thdr 
duties  have  been  disdisiged-,  and  that  said  com- 1 
mittee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers." 

Ur.  Fktton  Btii :  I  was^  at  flrat  somewhat 
aorprised  that  the  gentleman  from  Bhode  lalimd 
Qb.  FuBoi)  should  be  found  in  opposition  to 
this  faiveetigation.  That  gentieman  was  once 
Ae  leaknii  advocate  of  rigid  sorutiny  into  all 
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abiuea  committed  by  pnblia  fhnctionariee.  Ia 
an  elab(Hwte  q>eeoh  uiwn  tids  floor,  he  once 
Bostcdned  an  iuTestiganoa  nmilar  to  the  cme 
now  pitoposed  by  my  Wend  from  Virs^a,  (Mr. 
Wiflic.)  I  allude  to  the  case  of  the  Wisoasa^ 
collector.  But,  sir,  the  gentieman  announces 
the  fact  that  he  has  changed.  He  was  then 
opposed  to  G^eral  Jackson — violentiy  and 
bitterly  opposed  to  bim — and  he  manifested 
that  opposition  in  every  conceivable  way,  and 
upon  every  subject  tiiat  arose.  But  having 
now  become  a  Jaokson  man,  he  has  undergone, 
it  seems,  a  complete  political  transformation. 
And  what  a  change  1  his  old  prindples  dis- 
carded,  his  mental  vinon  in  total  and  disas- 
troTM  eolipae,  he  has  dosed  his  eyes  nponfhmd, 
and  peculation,  and  plunder  I 

But,  sir,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  gentle- 
man fh>m  Bhode  Island  is  put  forward  as  the 
champion-  of  Andrew  Jackson  t  Has  that  dis- 
tinguished citizen  already  sunk  bo  low  that  his 
fame  and  reputation  are  committed  to  the  keep- 
ing of  such  hands.  Ob,  spectacle,  mortifyinr 
and  hmmliating,  to  the  honest  friends  and 
original  supporters  of  Andrew  Jackson  I  those 
who  fought  with  him,  and  voted  for  him  I 
who  advuoaled  his  first  election  upon  prindple ! 
and  who,  unlike  the  gentieman,  yet  stand  np 
the  daonUess  advocates  of  the  same  principlee. 
What  most  they  think,  how  most  Iher  feel, 
when  they  are  Infoimea  1^  the  President's 
reputation  as  a  statesman  has  hHea  into 
the  cnstody  of  that  gentleidan,  who^  formerly 
a  violent,  loathed,  and  detested  ass^lant,  has 
thrown  himself  into  the  current  of  the  Presfc* 
dent's  popularity,  strong  enough  to  bear  even 
him  along,  and  is  now  become  bis  pretaided 
ftilsome  eulogist  and  defender? 

But,  sir,  to  the  gentieman's  oUectiona,  or 
rather  his  pretended  ol^jeotions,  to  the  proposed 
inquiry.  He  has  given  a  striking  QMcimen  of 
the  conning  and  tact  of  the  sect  to  which  he 
belongs,  by  the  iasae  which  he  has  made  np— 
a  false,  hypooritioal  issue.  What  is  it  f  Why, 
forsooth,  that  it  involrea  the  Preddent'a  t»- 
racity  l^Oiat  ft  will  be,  does  the  Preeideiit 
speak  the  truth  when  he  says  that  all  the 
CfflBoers  sre  "htmest"  as  well  as  capable  f  and 
that  he,  good,  tender-hearted  man,  cannot  en- 
dare  to  hear  any  thing  which  infringes,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  upon  the  veracity  ofthat  hi^ 
functionary,  under  this  false  and  fraudulent 
issue,  the  gentieman  takes  shelter,  and  expects 
to  escape  all  inquiry,  all  investigation.  Is  ar- 
gument required  to  expose  a  pontion  so  mon- 
strous ?  '  Will  not  every  hif^-minded  man  in 
tiie  nati<m  look  upon  it  with  scorn  and  indigna- 
tion? Sir,  I  deny  and  denounce  this  as  that 
fUse  issue  which  has  so  long  been  the  shield 
of  the  party,  and  behind  which  they  alwuv 
skulk  at  the  slightest  i^proaoh  of  iaager.  The 
Prendent  mjb  they  are  hcmest,  and  the  gen- 
tieman says  you  are  not  to  prove  thran  rogues,  - 
because  that  would  be  to  make  out  the  Resi- 
dent a  liar.  What  a  portion  I 
Dldtiw  Fnaidsnt  write  the  par^raph  in  Us 
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Message,  landatory  of  these  c^Boos,  vUoh  the 
gentkuman  himself  admits  is  mnisiul  in  eaok  a 
oocnment,  and  vhiob.  I  am  sure,  has  no  pre- 
cedent  or  parallel  1  No,  sir,  not  one  word  of 
it ;  and  he  does  not  know  at  tiiis  moment,  that 
it  ifi  there  f  What  is  it,  sir,  which  these  gen- 
tlemen, 80  able  and  so  honest,  have  intiodaced 
into  the  Message,  and  now  claim  that  it  is 
evidence  of  so  high  and  saored  a  natore  that  it 
cannot  be  examined  or  impeached?  Here  it 
Is: 

"  Before  concluding  this  p^>er,  I  tfiink  It  doe  to 
the  various  executive  departments  to  bear  testimony 
to  th^  prosperous  condition,  and  to  the  abili^.  and 
tntegiitr  with  vhich  they  hire  ben  oondiuted.  It 
lisBbeenii^aimtoenfbriMlnaUof  Aem  a  vf^lsiit 
and  &ithful  dischaige  of  the  public  bu^ess ;  sod  it 
JsgratifTing  tome  tobdieve  th&t  there  Is  no  just 
cause  of  complaint,  from  an^  quarter,  at  the  manner 
in  which  they  hare  fiilfilled  the  otjects  of  tbdr  crea- 
tion." 

2>id  Andrew  Jackson  write  this  sweeping 
certificate  of  moral  character  for  these  gentle- 
men ?  "So,  sir,  no.  I  plead  rum  at  /ac- 
tum. It  is  not  his  deed.  Thej  have  fraodn- 
lently  smn^ed  it  into  his  Message,  to  evade 
scmtiny-  into  their  condnct.  Instead  of  stifling 
inqntrj,  it  is  of  itself  a  oaose  of  sospioion.  I 
aaj,  sir,  that  the  President  did  not  write  it ; 
in  support  of  which  averment,  I  have  evidence 
aotis&otory,  at  least  to  mj  own  mind,  and  soch 
as  should  be  made  known  to  this  Honse^  to  the 
oonntry  at  large,  and  to  po^rity.  It  should 
thus  be  made  known,  in  order  to  shield  the 
name  and  &me  of  the  President  from  that  im- 
patatiott  which,  in  all  time  to  come,  would 
attach  to  them,  in  couseqnKiee  of  this  flagrant 
abnse  of  the  confidence  reposed  by  him  in 
others.  The  oommittee  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, which,  according  to  usage,  was  appointed 
to  wait  npon  the  President  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  and  inform  him  of  tiie 
reatUnesB  of  Oongreas  to  rec^ve  the  very  Kes- 
in  qnestion,  found  him  extended  on  a  siok 
conch,  scarcely  able  to  raise  his  hand.  On 
the  eve  of  their  departore  he  urged  the  Senator 
from  Tameesee  <mt.  Gbithdt)  to  oome  back 
soon,  and  talk  with  him;  that  he  was  lone- 
aome,  wanted  oompaoy,  and  wished  to  have 
bis  friends  abont  him.  The  Senator  (alas  I  that 
It  shonld  be  necessary  for  him  to  invoke  the 
attendance  of  filends,  and  of  snch  friends  1)  did 
return  and  remained  with  the  Premdent  more 
than  an  hoar,  during  which  time  he  never 
alluded  to  the  subject  of  politics.  He  rooke  of 
dying,  of  the  Hermitage,  of  his  hope  that  he 
mi^ht  be  spared  till  he  could  Toaxsa  it  in  the 
spnng.  His  thoughts  were  with  his  heart, 
"  and  that  was  &r  away,"  dwelling  npon  other 
and  doabtleas  holier  meditations  uian  writing 
enlc^es  upon  public  functionaries,  whose  con- 
Awst  he  was  in  no  ntoation  to  ezaminci  and 
who,  if  th^  were  hcmest,  needed  not  his  testi- 
mony to  the  (act. 

Bat  the  gentiemaa  team  Bhode  Bdand  has 
■no&er  ol^otimi  to  tiw  modtt  <tf  pnweediog 
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prtqweed  hj  my  friend  from  '^Hrginia.  Qe 
says  that  it  is  onneoessaiy,  because,  by  the 
stan^g  rales  ct  the  Hooae,  the  investigation 
into  all  snch  matters  is  enjoined,  as  a  daty,  upon 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  llie  nde 
alluded  to  by  the'  gentleman  reads  as  follows : 
"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  take  into  connderation  sll 
such  reports  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
all  such  propositions  relative  to  the  revenue, 
as  may  be  ruerred  to  them  by  the  House,  &c. ; 
to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several  public 
departments,  and  particularly  into  the  laws 
making  appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to  report 
whether  the  moneys  have  been  oisbarsed  con- 
ftmnably  with  snch  laws;  and  also  to  report, 
from  lime  to  time,  snch  provisitma  and  anange- 
ments,  as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to  ue 
economy  of  the  departmoitB,  and  to  flie  ao- 
countabdity  of  their  offiom.".  And  yrt 
gentleman,  in  a  subsequent  ]>an  of  his  argu- 
ment, contended  tiiat  tiie  exercise,  by  the 
Hoose,  of  sach  a  power  as  is  hereby  ei^olned 
npon  one  of  its  standing  committees,  would  be 
a  disfrauohisonent  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments t  An  eas  parte  trial  and  conviction, 
according  to  the  roles  of  the  common  law  I 
The  rule  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  shows 
the  sense  raitertained  by  the  House  in  relation 
to  the  necessity  of  Bom  investigations  as  the 
one  proposed  into  the  state  and  condition  aS 
the  sevwal  dq>artmenti^  with  a  view  to  the 
ri^  aoooantability  of  puUio  officers,  and  the 
I^sl  disbnraemoit  of  the  pubUc  moneys. 

Bat,  ax,  is  tiie  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  the  impropriate  committee  to  m^e  snch 
examinations?  Look  at  the  past^  How  long 
have  complaints  of  malversation  in  ofllce  been 
ringing  la  the  ears  of  gentlemen  I  Look  at  th6 
formation  of  that  committee.  Its  churman  (Mr. 
Caubbjeleng)  labors  under  a  political,  if  not 
a  legal,  disability  to  institute  and  condnct  them 
with  ef&ciency.  Dare  he  move  in  such  a 
cause  ?  Ko,  tAr ;  he  would  seal  his  fate  forever. 
But  if  tiiat  committee  were  forced  by  the 
Honse  into  the  inveetdgation,  with  what  hope 
of  success  ooald  we  rdy  npon  itl  The  hMd 
of  each  department  would  hand  over  to  the 
^airaum  of  that  oommittee  sach  a  statement 
as  he  might  ohooee  to  send  here. 

Why,  BiTjit  would  be  like  the  trial  of 
Benboi  M.  Whitney,  Beuben  has  been  tried, 
and,  as  yon  will  be  ^ad  to  hear,  acqnitted, 
rince  the  last  session.  Bnt  how  tried  f  Not 
by  a  committee  of  this  House!  No  sir;  he 
was  tried  on  iho  other  side  of  the  All^huiies, 
while  the  witnesses  and  the  prosecutor  were  a 
thousand  miles  oS.  He  was  tried  at  Jones- 
borough,  Tennessee,  before  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  the  prosecntor  not  my  friend 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  WissO  but  one  John 
Kennedy,  who  prosecuted  Reuben  so  hand- 
somely, tiiat  he  bias  dnce  been  rewarded  by  an 
appointment.  Beuben  was  arridgnedbefiHrethd 
R«ddent  ma  large  crowd;  the  charges  agidnst 
him  BO  drawn  up  fliat  th^  ooold  all  be  aa- 
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swered  in  &Tor,  without  tooohiiw  the  true 
iwoeB  whidi  ittTolT«d  his  goilt  or  iniiooenoe. 
Th«7,  in  oSTeo^  asked  the  Fnddait— is  Bea- 
hen  a  saint,  or  is  he  a  rfimer!  "He  is  a  per- 
uotttod  patriot,  sir ;  persecuted  Ml  aooount  of 
his  opposition  to  the  United  States  Banic" 
"There I  "  said  they,  "  do  yonr  bear  thati  " 
and  the  shon^  httrra  for  Reaben,  was  lond  and 
long.  Bnt,  sir,  the  gentieman  chose  to  wan- 
der flrom  tbe  sabject  before  the  House,  and 
carry  this  political  war  into  Tennessee.  This 
is  contrary  to  the  p(dicy  of  his  State  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  She  then 
had  a  higher  regard  for  State  lines  and  State 
sovereignty;  her  patriotiain  was  only  oom- 
menaorate  with  her  small  limits. 

He  represents  the  nwddent  as  going  to  the 
Hermitage  on  private  business  ud  seems  to 
josUfy  aU  whioh  his  party  attempted  to  oohieTe 
oy  the  President's  ndt  to  Temiessee,  A  pri- 
Tate  visit  to  the  Hermitage  I    They  scarcely 

Sve  him  time  to  shake  nands  with  the  old 
nily  servants  at  the  Hermitaga  He  was 
hurried  from  place  to  place,  dragged  along 
through  dost  and  heat  to  pablio  meetings,  at 
towns,  and  villages,  and  cross-roads,  and 
conn  try  stores;  carried  through  Tennessee  and 
Alabama;  brought  back  and  taken  tbrongh 
Kentucky,  by  the  way  of  Cincinnati,  to  Wash- 
ington. The  friends  of  Ifr.  Van  Boren  re- 
sorted to  every  art  to  excite  and  induce  him 
to  take  an  active  part  in  the  election;  and 
tiiey  DOW  talk  of  a  mvate  yhLt  to  tiie  Hermi- 
tagel  6u-,  I  was  told  this  moniii%  as  I  entered 
the  Capitol,  that  some  one  of  the  members 
from  Xenuessee  denied  oertain  fbcts  which 
every  one  there  knows  to  be  true.  I  hope, 
dr,  that  no  snoh  denial  has  been  made.  Bat, 
if  it  has,  I  stand  ready  to  meet  the  gentieman, 
and  maint^  the  truth  of  those  facts  any- 
where. The  President  assuled  me  for  the 
course  which  he  said  I  had  porsned  in  rel&* 
tion  to  Ihe  bill  which  contained  the  appropria- 
tion to  carry  into  effect  the  Cherokee  treaty 
before  he  left  the  city,  which  complaint  he 
freqnenUy  repeated  on  his  waj  to  the  Hermi- 
tage. At  luioxviUe,  a  gentuman  prodnoed 
the  Globe  uew^M^,  which  showed  that  I  bad 
voted  and  spcAen  in  snpport  of  that  measure. 
Bnt  it  had  no  e&ct,  fbr  he  oontinned  to  speak 
of  It  as  he  had  done  before.  At  Sparta,  he 
denounced  my  friend  from  Yi^inia  (Mr.  Wub) 
as  a  liar.  At  the  house  of  Mrs.  Sannders,  in 
Snmner  comity,  Tennessee,  be  stated  iaait 
my  colleagae  (Mr.  Bbll)  "  told  twenty  lies  in 
one  speech,  and  knew  Ihem  to  be  lies  at  tbe 
time;"  and  that  Peyton  was  a  greater  Itar 
thaa  Bell.  Jn  passing  through  the  district  of 
my  colleague,  (Mr.  Fobbstbb,}  his  verv  able 
speech  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  having 
been  menti<med,  the  PreddMit  stated  that  "  ai^ 
man  could  get  as  good  a  speech  as  that  written 
at  Washington  for  five  dfdlora."  When  adted 
how  Ht,  Htmtsman  was,  in  relation  to  political 
parties,  He  is  on  the  fence,"  said  the  Genval, 
**and  no  one  knows  whioh  dde  he  wllliUL" 
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The  constituents  of  another  f»e  of  my  od- 
leaguea  inqnind,  "Well,  General,  what  do 
you  think  of  onr  representative,  Mr.  Shields?  " 
"OhI "  said  he^  "be  is  of  no  aeoonnt,  rir,  no 
aooonnt ;  tain  mm  ont^  and  smd  sinne  one  in 
his  plaoe  who  is  of  some  account."  I  have 
repeated  these  things,  sir,  not  on  account  <^ 
any  pleasure  they  afford  me,  bnt  because  those 
very  gentiemen  who  were  the  cause  of  these 
exhibitions  are  now  denying  them.  Let  any 
man  deny  this  statement  who  dare. 

But  the  gMitieman  from  Rhode  Island  calls 
upon  us  to  take  "the  bull  by  the  horns;" 
"  to  move  an  impeachment  aguust  the  Presi- 
dent at  once ; "  says  that  "  he  is  accountable 
for  the  acts  of  his  ministers,  and  any  attack 
np<m  them  is  in  effect  an  impeachment  of  him.** 
•jftiiB  Is  strange  doctrine  to  me^  sir.  We  wUh 
to  rope  these  calves,  and  drag  them,  bleating 
as  they  go,  from  the  TVeasory,  for  Uiey  have 
been  sucking  too  long  alrea^ ;  and  the  gen- 
tleman says  DO,  "  take  the  bnU  by  the  horns.** 
Move  an  Impeadmient  against  the  Preuden^ 
indeed  I  He  accountable,  criminally  account- 
able, for  the  want  of  integrity  on  the  part  of  his 
ministers  I  Was  there  ever  any  thing  more 
impudent  than  this!  Becanse  General  Jack- 
son is  a  patriot,  does  it  follow  that  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  is  any  thing  but  what  tbe  world 
knows  him  to  be !  Because  (General  Jackson 
is  an  honest  man,  does  it  follow  that  Amos 
Eoidall,  and  aU  the  other  "hirelings,"  as  he 
calls  tfaemu  are  hmeat  toot  This,  sir,  is  Ihe 
doctrine  of  the  party — ^the  doctrine  of  men  into 
whose  hutds  the  government  4rf  the  country 
has  faUen.  But  dr,  the  gentieman,  In  thus 
ahuffling  himself  under  the  protecting  mantie 
of  the  Resident,  but  displays  the  nsntd  tact  of 
Ihe  parly  to  which  he  belongs.  They  are  all 
patriots,  if  the  President  be  a  patriot  They 
are  all  honest  men,  if  the  President  be  an  honest 
man.  Sir,  let  me  put  a  case  In  common  lift 
to  illustrate  this  doctrine;  one  which  every 
&rmer  will  understand.  Take  any  man  c£ 
seventy  years  of  age,  put  him  on  a  farm  with 
sixty  han^  to  control  f^ve  him  a  full  crop— 
com,  tobacco,  and  small  grain— can  he  manage 
them  80  that  no  part  of  the  crop  will  snfibrt 
Suppose  his  foremen  are  faithless  and  roguish, 
that  they  are  detected  maranding  the  ooontry 
of  nightei  taken  with  th^  pigs  and  tnrkeyis 
their  diiekens  and  potateos,  upon  them,  could 
tiiey  plead  the  virtaea  of  tiidr  master  as  a 
justification  of  their  crimes  9  Oonld  yon  not 
lynch  them  without  meaning  to  inflict  blows 
upon  the  good  old  man  whose  confidence  tbey 
bad  abused  ?  There  is  no  man  amongst  them 
who  can  stand  one  moment  upon  his  own 
merits.  No,  rar;  they  have  crowded  and 
huddled  together  under  the  mantie  General 
Jackson,  until  that  is  not  broad  enough  to 
cover  them;  they  have  vom  it  threadbare^ 
stretched  and  torn  it  mto  tatters.  You  ma^ 
occanonally  get  a  glimpse  of  Van's  bald  pate 
popped  out  here,  Asnos's  sharp  Aoe  thisre^ 
Felix's  red  «7«a  joadee,  Jffl«ir*»  shank  at  ona 
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place,  and  Beabeu^B  pockets  filled  with  Treas- 
ury receipts  at  another ;  and  now,  bit,  we  hare 
the  gentleman  from  Bhode  Island  Bqnealmg 
aroand  l^e  an  odd  pig,  for  whom  there  is  no 
teat,  hnnting  a  place  to  orawl  in  at.  Now,  dr, 
what  I  wish  is,  to  strip  the  Jackson  mantle  off 
these  gentlemen,  and  let  them  stand  np  for 
themselves.  Every  one  knows  that  no  gentle- 
man upon  this  floor  has  any  moUve,  any  wish, 
to  make  an  issoe  with  General  Jackson ;  that 
he  cannot  be  the  oUeot  of  this  resolntion.  H» 
oonrse  is  ran,  lus  day  is  past  his  power  is  in 
other  hands ;  and  we  wish  to  ndd  those  gentle- 
men aoeonntaUe  for  the  mamm  in  which  they 
exercise  it.  There  has  been  no  investigation 
into  the  departments,  which  we  propose  to 
examine,  fbr  the  last  eight  years.  We  wish  to 
see  a  settlement  of  their  accounts  at  the  bar  of 
the  public,  and  the  balance  iairiy  straok  be- 
tween them  and  the  people.  IlLey  may  be 
honest,  very  honest;  if  so,  it  Ib  dae  to  them- 
selves that  they  show  it.  It  may  be  other- 
wise; and,  in  that  event,  it  is  due  to  the 
country  that  we  should  have  a  committee  of 
the  House  to  show  that.  How  is  it  proposed 
tihat  they  shall  come  to  trial!  Upon  the 
oertifinate  oontained  iu  the  Message,  sod  upon 
that  akme.  The  gentleman  himsdf  admits 
that  these  sweeping  oertiflcates  are  nnnsoaL  I 
detest  the  whole  system  of  certifying,  which 
pervades  every  department  of  the  Government, 
and  can  be  traced  teom  Reuben  M.  Whitney 
up,  (I  believe  yon  cannot  go  from  Beuben 
down.)  Yes,  sir,  a  coward,  who  Bhrinks  and 
runs  from  an  adversary  whom  he  has  injured, 
will  get  a  certificate  of  his  courage  to  use  upon 
the  stamp;  a  tnutor  will  get  a  certificate  of 
{wtriotism;  a  n^e  of  his  honesty:  and  a 
peijored  witness  of  his  veracity ;  and  if  you 
att^pt  to  fix  npon  either  of  these  his  true 
character,  he  wiU  ensconce  himself  behind  his 
certificate.  We  ask  permisdoa  to  go  into  the 
various  departments^  and  see  what  their  tme 
oonditionu. 

Bnt,  sf^s  the  genUemao,  that  is  eqirfvalent 
to  aa  impeachment  of  the  Presldai^  for  here 
is  his  statement  that  all  is  well ;  "  that  tiiere  is 
no  just  cause  of  complaint  from  any  qnarter ; " 
and  the  argument  la,  that  if  yon  find  just  cause 
of  complaint,  it  will  show  that  what  the  Presi- 
duit  has  said  is  not  tme ;  and,  therefore,  if  you 
do  not  mean  to  attack  the  Prendent,  tiiere  must 
be  no  examination  whatever.  We  hold  these 
officers,  whose  conduct  we  propose  to  examine, 
to  be  trustees ;  and  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  t}wy  have  abused  their  trust,  and  abased 
the  ooimdenoe  of  the  President,  and  demand 
that  ihej  diall  ^ve  an  acoonnt  of  thdr  own 
cMtdoct  to  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
and  are  met  at  onoe,  and  tidd  that  yon  an  pat- 
ting the  Preddent  npon  his  Ixial ;  it  Is  an  Im- 
peachment against  him ;  make  out  your  speoifi- 
oations  and  summon  him  to  the  bar  of  the 
Senate.  All  we  ask,  sir,  is,  that  t^e  repre- 
sentatives of  tSie  American  people  shall  send  a 
committee  and  examine  the  arahives,  reocffda, 
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and  papers  of  thdr  own  Government^  in  any 
and  all  of  its  departments,  and  make  their 
report  of  the  facts  to  this  House.  We  propose 

no  criminal  [prosecution  agunst  any  one,  but 
an  investigation  into  the  condition  of  the 
departments,  and  the  honesty  and  fidelity  of 
the  public  agents ;  and  this  the  gentleman  calls 
diBfranchieement  under  the  ooraman  law.  He 
was  eloquent  and  extravagant  in  his  eulo^ums 
upon  the  heads  of  these  departmoits;  he 
spouted  thdr  praises  in  poetry,  and  I  siq>pose 
he  means  th^  ahsll  live  in  song  and  story. 
He  says  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not 
slept  upon  his  arms.  Ko,  rar,  he  has  not  slept; 
and  the  party  ^ould  feel  under  the  highest 
obligations  to  him,  for  he  has  so  contrived  as  to 
make  the  Treasury  and  the  pnblic  lands  a 
powerful  auxiliary  to  Kr.  Tan  Buren  in  the  lato 
election.  By  the  celebrated  Treasury  order, 
which  he  issued,  reqmring  specie  in  payment 
for  the  public  lands,  with  an  exception  in  favor 
of  citizens  of  the  States  in  which  those  lands 
are  situated,  he  in  effect  offered  a  bribe  of  <me 
hundred  dollars  a  head  for  votes  in  the  States 
of  IGssissippi,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  Michi- 
gan, which  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  State. 
For,  sir,  at  the  sale  of  pablio  lands  In  Ifisria* 
nppi  last  fall,  q>ecie  was  worth  at  one  time 
twenty  per  cent, ;  and,  while  the  dtizens  of 
Tennessee,  then  considered  in  rebellion  a^nst 
Mr.  Yan  Boren,  were  required  to  pay  this 
enormoos  tax,  the  citizens  of  Mississippi,  a 
doubtAil  State  in  the  election,  were  exempt 
from  it  At  Government  price,  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  would  cost  the  Miasts- 
Bippian  four  hundred  dollars,  while  the  Tennes- 
seean,  for  the  same  quantity,  was  compelled 
to  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  from 
the  necessity  he  was  placed  under,  by  this 
ordOT,  of  raising  specie.  And,  sir,  this  was 
not  confined  to  the  -poor  and  needy,  but  ex- 
tended to  the  nabob,  with  his  fannoreds 
hands  and  thonsands  of  bales,  while  the  qkode 
was  exacted  from  the  most  indigent  ud  meri- 
torious Teonesseean.  This,  sir.  Is  what  I  call 
high-handed  oppresdon  on  the  one  nde,  and 
Traolesale  bribery  and  corruption  on  the  other. 
Philip  of  Maoedon  never  made  a  more  unbloBh- 
ing  use  of  money  to  corrupt  and  enslave  the 
people  of  Greece.  This  Secretary  must  be 
entitled  to  the  praise,  and  something  more  sub- 
stantial still,  to  a  porti(ni  of  the  spoils  of  the 
party.  The  gentieman  alluded,  also,  to  the 
visit  of  the  Becretary  of  State  (Mr.  Forsyth)  to 
Geoi^a,  which  he  calls  unfortunate ;  tru^  his 
visit  was  anfortnnsto ;  and  the  visit  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  (Mr.  Di(&erson)  to  New 
Jersey,  which  was  also  unfortunate.  He  seema 
unwilling  to  ^ve  them  any  credit  for  weB-meaut 
exertions,  and  "  wishes  to  God  they  had  stayed 
at  home."  This  appears  ntixT  nngratefol,  as 
they  used  their  best  exertions  in  the  cause. 
It  is  tme  the  gentieman  attempts  to  conceal  the 
fkot ;  but  it  &  notorions  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  went  to  Geor^a,  and  used  every  effort  to 
rally  his  shattered  forces;  thai  he  was  <^enly 
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cHectioneeriDg  for  Ur.  Van  Baran.  Amos,  too, 
if  I  was  correotlj  informed,  made  an  exonrsion, 
for  a  like  parpose,  into  New  England.  I  am 
sure  that  X  saw  it  stated  that  be  bad  bis  face 
lithograpbed,  and  copies  sent  tbrougb  tbe 
comitry,  so  tbat  those  who  coald  not  see  "  the 
^vlne  original,  might  at  least  gaze  on  lore's 
counterfeit." 

Bnt,  sir,  the  gentleman  assrunee  another 
groima  in  defence  of  these  "  ministers,"  as  he 
caUs  them.  He  ai^  the  i^pointment  of  this 
committee  would  amoont  to  a  disfiwuflusement 
of  those  officers  whose  conduct  it  is  proposed 
to  somtinize,  hj  denying  to  them  a  trial  accord- 
ing to  tbe  strict  rules  of  the  criminal  law.  This 
prmciple  holds  only  where  a  man  is  on  trial  for 
crime.  All  laws  are  to  be  liberally  expounded, 
so  as  to  detect  fraud,  but  strictly  construed 
when  you  come  to  punish  a  criminal.  The 
gentleman  goes  too  fast ;  be  leaps  to  the  coa- 
closion,  leaving  us  at  the  befpnning  of  this  mat- 
ter; while  we  are  commencing  tbe  develop- 
ment of  fraud  and  cormpticm,  which  the  law 
abhors,  he  anticiMtes  the  awnd  result  which 
may  be  brought  about,  and  is  ^>peBling  to  your 
«jmpathy  on  behalf  of  the  culprit  Now,  if 
ba  win  be  patient,  we  .will  go  on  with  him,  and 
in  due  season  we  will  lean  to  the  side  of  mercy, 
and  acquit  wherever  there  is  reasonable  doubt. 
This  is  strange  doctrine  to  come  from  tbat  side 
of  the  House.  These  officers  are  the  trustees 
of  the  people,  and  acooontable  to  the  people. 
They  have  beien  long  in  office,  and  are  about 
entering  upon  a  new  lease;  and  now,  when 
called  upon  to  make  an  exhibition  of  their 
fidelity  and  ability,  their  friends  upon  this  floor 
j^se  the  cry  of  disfranchisement  and  sommaij 

Snnishmrat.  I  ieaj  and  utterly  repn^ate  this 
octrine.  Sir,  In  private  life,  no  one  denies  the 
right  at  a  principal  to  look  into  tbe  oondnct  of 
hu  agent.  What  would  that  principal  think 
of  an  agent  who  would  shut  bis  books  and  say, 
I  didm  protection  under  the  criminal  code; 

Jron  cannot  examine  these  books,  lest  it  may 
ead  to  a  prosecution  agiunst  me  ?  What  honest 
man  would  not  say  at  once  he  was  guilty? 
What  judge  would  sustain  tbe  objection  for  an 
Instuit  ?  Take  the  case  of  a  guardian :  a  mo- 
tion is  made  in  court,  a  committee  is  appointed, 
and  he  is  brought  forthwith  to  a  settlement ; 
could  be  object,  on  tbe  ground  that  the  exami- 
nation of  hb  accounts  might  develop  crime, 
and  lead  to  panishmentl  And,  have  not 
the  American  peo[de  tbe  same  poww  over  these 
keepOTB  of  their  trearare,  and  goardians  of 
their  constitution,  laws,  and  liberaes,  which  a 
court  of  justice  can  exercise  over  the  guardian 
of  ea  estate  and  the  children  who  own  it? 
Sir,  because  investigation  may  lead  to  such  a 
discovery,  it  does  not  preclude  investigation 
altogether.  Tbe  gentieman's  fancy  seems  to 
be  haunted  by  the  idea  of  criminalprosecntlons 
and  penitentiary  punishments.  Well,  sir,  his 
fandes  may  be  reali^ ;  he  may  know  some- 
thing  calculated  to  excite  his  alarm:  it  may 
lead  to  that,  and  I  would  not  he  surjaiBed  U,  in 
TouXIIL— IS 
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some  instances,  it  did ;  but  we  move  no  im- 
peachment, no*  indictment,  no  presentment,  at 
this  time.  We  merely  ask  tbat  this  House,  as 
the  great  inquest  of  the  nation,  shall  inquire 
into  tbe  state  of  the  departments ;  and  upon  a 
report  of  faots^  by  a  committee,  it  will  then  be 
atue  to  detennme  what  steps  are  proper  to. he 
taken.  If  crime  is  devdoped  in  any  quarter, 
then  it  will  be  the  proper  tune  to  bring  offend- 
ers to  trial,  and  they  uiall  have  all  tbe  benefits 
of  the  strict  rules  of  conunou  law,  and  criminal 
law,  and  the  benefit  of  clergy  likewise.  Six, 
there  is  something  "rotten  m  Denmark,"  or 
we  would  not  have  this  resolute  and  continued 
opposition  to  all  investigation,  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  show  mismanagement  on  the  part  of 
agents  and  offi(»r3  of  Government.  At  the 
adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  Congresa 
there  were  pending  motions  and  resolutions 
calculated  to  efftct  objects  similar  to  those  con- 
templated by  this  resolution,  and  they  were  all 
smothered  by  tbe  par^  to  which  the  gentle- 
man belongs,  and,  I  believe,  with  bis  asswonce. 
The  gentleman  dreads  a  select  committee^  while 
he  is  willing  to  go  to  trial  upon  the  certificate 
of  the  President,  and  seems  to  have  full  oonfi- ' 
dence  in  the  result,  if  the  matter  be  intnuted 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Yet, 
sir,  he  is  alarmed  at  tbe  idea  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  says  it  will  be  a  *' faolt-findiQ^ 
censonous  committee."  Have  tbe  gentiemao 
and  his  friends  any  thing  to  dread  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  committee?  Is  the  Speaker* 
Bul^ect  to  the  suspicion  of  doing  injustice  to 
any  of  tbe  party  in  the  appointment  of  com- 
mittees ?  Sir,  is  it  not  a  matter  of  absolute 
certainty  that  a  m^ority  of  this  committee,  if 
appc^ted,  will  be  composed  of  tbe  Menda  of 
these  officers  t  Cannot  those  gentlemen  meet 
their  own  friends  without  fSBor  and  trembling  t 
Is  there  not  virtue  and  talent  in  this  House 
sufficient  to  guaranty  protection  to  the  inno- 
cent, as  well  as  to  insure  the  detection  and  ex- 
posiu«  of  tbe  guilty  f  Are  gentlemen  willing 
that  it  shall  be  understood,  and  go  abroad  to 
the  country,  that  they  cannot  face  such  a  com- 
^ttee,  composed  of  gentlemen  of  the  highest 
honor  and  purest  principle,  even  though  thej 
are  their  own  friends?  And  these,  too,  are  the 
men  in  whose  bands  the  Government  of  the 
country  is  placed,  and  who  daim  to  be  above 
suspicion,  beyoDd  tbe  power  of  this  Hons^ 
forted  in  vpim  all  ddea  ij  the  rampwts  of  the 
President's  caiifieate. 

There  is  <me  other  potdlaon  assomed  by  the 
gentleman  Awm  Bhode  Uland,  which  is  ^uite 
original,  and  merits  particular  attention ;  it  is 
thisj  sir :  tiiat  the  cUrection  given  at  the  last 
session  to  the  bill  commonly  called  the  exec- 
utive patronage  bill,  is  ccmdndve  as  to  the  views 
of  this  House  upon  the  subject  of  executive 
patronage.  And  ne  seems  to  draw  an  inference 
that  the  House  then  gave  its  sanction  to  all 
that  bad  been  or  would  be  done  in  tbe  way  of 
executive  patronage,  in  all  its  departments. 
What  are  the  &ot8  in  rdatiim  to  that  case  t  A 
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geDtleman  from  New  York,  <Afr.  KAmr,)  on 
the  26tfa  Febrnarj,  1886,  moved  "that  aaid 
hill  be  referred  to  iha  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
oiarj."  My  ooUeagne  (ICr.  Bill)  moved  "  it 
should  be  refiarred  to  a  select  committee ; " 
and,  pending  these  motions,  a  gentleman  from 
Yirgmia  (Mr.  Dbohooou)  moved  "  that  the 
ezeontive  patronage  bill  be  committed  to  the 
Oommittee  of  the  whole  Hoose  on  the  state  of 
the  tJnloD,''  which  motion  took  precedence  of 
the  others,  and  prevailed,  and  there  the  bill  has 
slept  ever  unce.  The  question  of  exdontlve 
patronage  was  not  taken  np  for  consideration 
afterwards ;  and  now  the  gentleman  contends 
that  the  House  having  ^led  to  act  npon  the 
subject,  it  was  therefore  against  the  bill,  and  in 
favor  of  ezeoative  patronage,  to  the  fhllest 
extent  Sir,  daring  the  last  sommer,  in  Ten- 
nessee, I  eoaeavored  to  inculcate  this  doctrine, 
so  Car  as  to  hold  a  majority  of  this  House 
aooountable  for  its  fiuUng  to  act  upon  this  as 
wdl  as  some  other  important  questions;  but 
this  doctrine  was  controverted  by  70a  and  f  onr 
friends.  How  would  it  hold  npon  another  great 
question — the  question  of  amending  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  so  as  to  secure  the 
Section  of  President  and  Vice  President  to  the 
pet^e,  at  all  events  and  under  all  circum- 
stanees!  For  the  last  two  sesuons  of  Con- 
gress this  has  been  a  leading  question,  and 
afforded  a  fair  opportunity  for  the  party  to  show 
their  zeal  in  carrying  out  the  measnres  of 
•  General  Jaoksoo.  I,  and  the  friends  with 
whom  I  act,  have  ever  been  in  &vor  of  that 
measure.  At  the  sesrion  before  the  last,  soon 
tfter  H  was  known  that  Judge  WMta  was  a 
oudidate  for  iho  presidency,  and  while  we 
were  ni^ii^;  the  House  to  take  up  the  resolu- 
tions upon  that  subject,  the  present  Speaker 
(Mr.  Jahes  K  Pole)  made  a  speech,  in  which, 
after  iwofessing  a  willingness  to  go  for  the' 
measare,  objected  to  acting  upon  Uie  snt^eot 
then,  sll<^;ing  a  want  of  time,  and  also  soma 
imperfection  in  the  resolutions.  I  followed  in 
a  few  remarks,  in  which  I  urged  the  import- 
ance of  speedy  action  on  the  subject,  and  re- 
minded the  Speaker  of  his  former  course  in* 
relation  to  the  matter ;  and,  though  he  spoke 
against  ns,  he  voted  witii  us  to  take  up  the 
resdutioos.  His  fHeuds,  however,  took  their 
cae,  and  followed  his  preoept  inrtead  of  his 
uunpIfL  and  the  resoluti<NU  were  postponed. 
At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  same  sub- 
jeot  came  up^  with  no  better  fkte  than  before. 
It  was  with  great  difficulty  we  could  get  a 
report  from  the  oommittee  at  all.  They  all 
professed  to  be  in  fnvor  of  the  amendment. 
Oh  I  yes ;  but  they  seemed  to  aaree  to  differ  as 
to  the  mode  of  effecting  it ;  and,  at  last,  when 
the  report  came  in,  it  toolc  the  same  direction 
with  the  raecutive  patronage  bill,  or  some- 
thing like  it  We  could  not  bring  the  gentle- 
men to  a  vote  on  either.  And  is  it  to  he 
understood,  now  the  dection  is  over,  (I  know 
tliot  it  would  not  have  been  admitted  before,) 
-thotall  those  who  v<^ed  to  give  those  important 
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measures  the  go-by  are  to  be  set  down  as  voting 
against  them  f  If  so,  how  do  the  party  stand 
upon  the  great  leading  measures  of  General 
Jaekson^i  administration  t  If  we  call  upon 
gentiemoi  to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Frea* 
ment  upon  that  oft-repeated  but  never  heeded 
reoommendati<m  in  r^ard  to  the  election  of 
F^TMident  and  Vice  T^resident,  are  we  to  be 
told  that  tiie  House  has  already  decided  that 
question  against  the  Presddent's  recommenda- 
tions, 1^  refusing  to  vote  on  the  question? 
Are  we  to  be  tol^  if  we  propose  to  limit  exec- 
utive patronage,  that  the  Eonse  has  already 
decided  that  question  in  the  same  manner,  and 
has  sanctioned  the  fall  extent  to  wliich  exec- 
utive measures  have  been  recently  carried  I 
And,  sir,  what  is  that  extent  f  It  is  sufficient, 
If  not  checked,  and  grows  into  a  setUed  prece* 
dent,  to  rivet  chidns  upon  na  and  oar  children 
forever.  Such  a  precedent  will  authorize  a 
Fredduit  to  make  the  nomination  of  his  snooea- 
sor  a  cabinet  measure,  issue  his  proclamation 
ealUng  a  cmventiim  to  confirm  that  nomination, 
and  denounce,  in  advance,  all  who  dare  oppose 
the  nondnees  b^re  or  after  the  convention 
acts,  as  "  ass^ing  public  virtue,  and  opponng 
the  right  of  the  people  .to  govern."  For,  sir 
this  has  been  done  in  tiie  late  nomination  of 
the  "Government"  candidates,  as  they  are 
called  in  the  English  Journals.  Was  that  ticket 
so  remarkable  for  its  purity  and  virtue,  that  to 
oppose  it  was  to  assail  the  virtue  of  the  people  ? 
Mi.  Van  Buren  had  promised  to  walk  in  the 
footsteps  ot  General  Jaokson,  and  is,  oonse- 
quentiy,  bound  in  due  time  to  nominate  his 
oolleagae  (Colonel  Jt^msm)  for  the  predden<7, 
order  a  convention  to  ratify  his  nomination, 
take  the  field,  and  secure  his  election  by  the 
use  of  all  the  ways  and  means  in  the  power  of 
the  Executive.  This^  ur,  is  the  extent  to  which 
executive  patrraiage  has  already  gone,  and  which 
the  gentleman  contends  has  beforehand  been 
sanctioned  by  this  House,  This,  sir,  is  what 
I  deny.  Whatever  this  House  may  be  destined 
to  do,  it  has  not  come  to  that  yet. 

Sir,  I  was  not  prepared  for  such  doctrines, 
and  I  must  say  that  I  was  not  prepared  foT  the 
opposition  to  the  proposed  investigation.  I 
had  hoped  that  gentiemra  would  have  become 
a^amed  of  screening  tbese  officers,  who, 
instead  of  running  to  Genraal  Jackson  for 
certifkates  of  moral  character,  should  be  the 
first  to  dnnand  an  tnvestiration.  But,  dr. 
will  the  people  of  the  United  States  be  satisfied 
forever  that  they  shall  shrink  from  responri- 
bility,  hold  up  General  Jackson's  character  as 
their  diield,  and  thereby  escape  a  scrutiny  of 
their  conduct?  If  they  have  acted  honorably, 
we  wish  them  to  sliow  it ;  if  those  sniyicioiu^ 
so  common,  so  nniversal,  are  groundless,  we 
wish  the  country  to  know  it.  Innocence  nevw 
seeks  for  safety  in  flight,  in  ooDoealment;  but 
rather  courts  investigation  and  defies  scmtiny. 
How  can  gentiemen  reconcile  innocence  with 
this  trembling  and  dtrinUng — this  shielding 
themsfllvea  under  the  numerical  atreugth  m 
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their  friendu  in  this  House !  This  was  their 
coarse  at  the  last  sesaioQ  of  Oongress.  Remem- 
ber, Bir,  what  fatality  attended  every  effort  to 
obtain  a  committee  of  investigation  then.  Becol- 
Icct  the  extraordinary  and  obstinate  protection 
extended  to  that  darling  Treasury-pet,  Renben 
Whitney.  Let  it  also  be  remembered  that  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affiurs  unanimoasly  re- 
commended an  inquiry  into  the  aboses  of  that 
Imrean,  which  womd  have  developed  the  causes 
the  late  and  present  Indian  wars  in  the 
Bontfa.  That  coronuttee  reported  a  resolution 
anthorizing  any  two  of  its  members  to  prose- 
cute the  inqaury  by  tdHng  testimony  for  the 
information  of  the  Hoose  at  this  session.  Bot, 
sir,  this  resolntion,  reported  by  a  committee  a 
migority  of  whom  irere  in  favor  of  Hr.  Tan 
Buren,  iras  rejected  in  the  House.  The  citizens 
of  Georgia  and  Alabama  petitioned  and  im- 
plored the  House  to  investigate  that  subject, 
alleging  the  most  unheard-of  frauds  and  abuses. 
Upon  this  application  the  vote  stood :  Ayes  77, 
noes  77 — a  tie ;  and  the  Speaker  gave  the  cast- 
ing vote  ag^nst  the  investigation.  Sir,  men 
high  in  &vor  and  high  in  office  were  suspected. 
The  agent  of  the  Government,  John  B.  HMan, 
gave  Uie  Department  official  information  oT the 
greatest  outrages  practised  upon  the  Bidians 
which  were  ever  perpetrated  upon  any  people, 
savage  or  civilized.  He  was  very  soon  re- 
moved, or  rather  promoted,  from  Indian  agent 
to  be  collector  at  the  port  of  Ifobile.  And 
yet,  dr,  we  have  no  account  of  prosecutions, 
convictions,  and  punishments,  which  have  fol- 
lowed his  disclosures.  Why,  sir,  those  specu- 
lators, or  rather  Indian  robbers,  would  find  tm 
old  chief  upon  his  patrimonial  estate,  where 
the  chiefs  and  kiags  of  his  race  had  lived 
for  centuries  before  him,  with  his  slaves  and 
hia  farm  around  him,  smoking  lus  pipe  amidst 
his  own  fcaeA  trees,  spuming  any  offer  to 
purchase  his  home;  and  they  would  bribe  B(»ne 
vagabond  Indian  to  personate  Um  In  « trade 
to  sell  his  luid,  forging  his  name ;  and  the  first 
intimation  that  he  would  have  of  the  transac- 
tion, would  be  his  expulsion,  by  force,  from  his 
house  1  This  was  common ;  and  not  only  so, 
but,  under  the  pretext  of  reclaiming  fugitive 
slaves,  the  wives  and  children  (of  mixed  blood) 
of  the  Indians  were  seized  ana  carried  off  in 
bondage.  The  famous  Osceola  himself  had  hia 
wife  taken  from  him,  and  that,  too,  it  has  been 
said,  by  a  Government  officer,  and  was  chained 
by  Uie  same  officer  to  a  log.  Sir,  what  else 
could  be  expected  but  that  these  scourged, 
[Sundered,  starving  savages  would  ^ut  their 
vengeanoe  the  loctiscrindnate  draghter  OF 
the  inoooent  and  helpless  families  of  the  tron- 
tier,  whose  blood  haa  oried  to  ns  in  vain  t  This 
has  caused  the  Rorida  war,  which  baa  produced 
such  a  waste  of  treasure,  tiie  loss  of  so  much 
national  and  individual  honor,  and  of  so  many 
valuable  lives  I  This  has  called  the  gallant 
volunteers  from  mr  own  State,  and  from  my 
own  (Ustrict,  who  nave  traversed  a  thousand 
mileB  to  fight  a  battle  of  strangers;  to  contend 
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with  a  savage  foe,  while  drinking  those  stag- 
nant waters,  whose  malaria  is  death,  many  of 
whom  are  left  In  the  wild  woods  of  Florida, 
where  *'  the  foe  and  the  stranger  will  tread  o'er 
their  heads,"  while  their  fellow-soldiers  are  far 
away,  happy  at  home  with  their  friends  and 
families.  One — ah  I  sir,  any  one  of  those  noble 
youths,  who  now  sleep  under  a  foreign  sod, 
was  worth  more  than  the  whole  army  of 
plunderers  who  have  caused  the  misdtiet  And 
yet,  sir,  snob  men  as  I2iese  were  shielded  at  the 
last  session  of  Oongress  by  the  easting  vote  of 
the  Speaker.  And  now,  according  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  tiie 
House  has  sanctioned  all  they  did. 

I  think,  ear,  it  is  tXms  for  this  course  of  tidngs 
to  cease.  It  is  time  for  the  peofde  to  know 
something  of  the  otuiduot  oi  those  in  whose 
hands  the  public  business  is  intrusted,  and  who 
really  administer  the  Government.  They  have 
been  behind  General  Jackson  long  enot^.  I 
was  present  when  Hr.  Yan  Buren  took  hia 
position  there.  It  was  a  striking  display  of 
tiiat  paternal  care  which  the  President  has 
extended  over  lb.  Tan  Bnren.  In  the  q>ring 
of  1884^  the  Praddent,  Ur.  Tan  Buren,  and  a 
tew  other  gwtlemen,  I  amongst  the  nmnber, 
rode  out  to  the  Washington  ooorse  to  witness 
a  trial  of  speed,  (an  amusement  of  which  I  am 
very  fond,  and  for  which  the  President  had  not 
alti^ther  lost  his  taste  at  that  day.)  It  was  a 
trial  run  between  the  celebrated  Busiris  and 
Emily.  The  horses  were  brought  on  tiie « 
course ;  all  was  oalm  and  quiet  imtil  the  rider 
of  Busiris  mounted,  when  the  old  courser  began 
to  rear  and  plunge;  this  seemed  to  stir  the  ^ 
mettle  of  Old  Hickory;  he  reared  upon  hia 
stirrups  and  took  command:  "Hold  him,"  (said 
he  to  the  bm^,)  "  dont  let  him  run  aguost  the 
fence."  "  Ton  most  break  him  of  tfaatv 
(to  the  tr^ner,)  "  I  oonld  do  it  in  an  hoar." 
Turning  to  me,  he  siud:  "Take  your  stand 
there,"  (pointti^  to  a  pcdtion  on  the  side  ct 
the  course;)  "there  u  bot  one  plaoe  from 
which  a  horse  can  be  correctly  timed."  I  took 
my  station  with  lever  in  hand.  "  How,"  sud 
h»j  "come  up,  and  give  them  a  fair  start.**  At 
this  moment  he  discovered  the  Vice  Presidimt, 
who  had  come  up  and  taken  his  portion  near 
me;  he  exdumed  with  great  emphasis  and 
earnestness  of  manner,  as  he  flashed  his  eye 
from  tiie  excited  animals  to  the  Vice  President, 
"  Ur.  Tan  Buren,  get  behind  me ;  they  will 
run  over  yon,  sir."  It  would  have  done  yon 
good  to  see  how  natural  and  easy  it  was  for 
,  Tan  to  dope  off  behind  the  old  chief.  And, 
rir,  there  he  has  been  ever  dnce.  Old  mokoiy 
wmdd  not  get  <»tt  of  the  way  for  ns  to  mn 
over  him :  uf  he  bad  riven  us  a  fsir  chance,  on 
any  stretch  w  turn  £lriI^;  tiie  whole  race,  we 
would  have  run  over  him  or  made  him  fly  the 
track.  But,  sir,  we  have  got  him  on  the  re- 
peat ;  the  (jenerd  will  be  out  of  the  w«y ;  he 
is  no  game-horse,  and  we  will  make  a  case  of 
him  on  the  rnieat.  I  do  not  omntlain  so  modi 
that  the  Fftddent  has  ftltoa  In  Wn  vlth  Ifr. 
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Van  Buren,  bat  I  claim  the  privilege  of  falling 
in  loTe  with  whom  I  please ;  and  this,  sir,  is 
the  last  privilege  which  will  ever  be  sorren- 
dered  bj  man,  or  woman  either.  But,  sir,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  is  in  love  with  the  President,  too ; 
and  be  aoddentallf  found  it  out  l^e  manner 
of  this  discoverT'  is  smiewhat  cnriona.  I  do 
not  know  this  to  be  tree,  but  it  was  mnch 
talked  of  and  tmiversally  believed  in  this  city. 
Mr.  Van-  Boren  was  in  conversation  witJi  a 
lady,  an  intimate  friend  of  the  President,  ami- 
able, interesting,  and  remarkable  for  commtmi- 
cating  to  him  whatever  she  thought  would  be 
agreeable  for  him  to  hear.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
said  to  this  lady  "  that  he  had  been  reading 
much,  and  thinking  deeply,  of  late,  upon  the 
characters  of  great  men,  and  had  come  to  the 
ooncloaion  that  General  Jackson  was  the  great- 
est man  that  had  ever  lired  in  the  tide  of  time ; 
that  he  Was  the  only  man  among  them  all  who 
was  without  a  £uilt."  The  fiur  friend  of  the 
President  was  delighted.  "But,"  said  be, 
"  whatever  yon  do,  oon^t  tell  General  Jackson 
what  I  have  sdd.  X  would  not  have  him  to 
know  it  for  the  world."  Yon  see,  idr,  that  he 
was  afraid  she  might  forget  It,  and  therefore 
thought  it  safest  to  Jog  her  memory.  Bat,  sir, 
he  might  have  saved  himself  that  trouble,  for 
the  excellent  lady  flew  to  the  President,  and 
told  him  all  that  had  passed.  "  Ah  I  madam," 
s^d  bo,  with  tears  in  nis  eyes,  "that  man  loves 
me;  he  tries  tcconoeal  it,  but  there  is  always 

.  some  way  fixed  by  which  I  can  tell  my  friends 
from  my  enemies."  Kow,  sir,  Van  was  like  the 
fVenchniBn,  (tboogh  I  want  it  distinctly  nnder- 
■tood  that  I  differ  with  him  abont  this^  as  well 

*  as  abont  many  other  things.)  A  Frenchman 
beg^  to  write  his  deed  thos:  "Enow  one 
woman  by  these  presents.**  "  Why,"  sud  the 
other  party,  "  do  yon  not  pnt  it,  know  all  men 
by  these  presents  f "  "  Veil,"  said  he,  "  is  it 
it  not  de  same  ting  ?  If  vone  woman  know  it, 
will  not  all  de  mens  find  it  out 

Kr.  BiPLKT  s^d:  Had  this  been  a  OTopoai-. 
tion  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  Kavy 
and  War  Departments,  and  the  General  Post 
Office,  with  a  view  to  investigate  abuses,  if 
they  exist,  no  person  would 'be  more  willing  to 
join  in  the  inquiry  than  myself.  jSo  individuol 
would  be  more  aoxioas  to  enforce  the  responis- 
bilit^  at  subordinate  officers.  There  are  none 
who  win  go  farther  to  ferret  ont  any  mal- 
practices ;  and,  if  they  really  exist,  to  punish 
tium  wiUi  the  high  oonstitntional  power  of 
tiiis  Hoose.  Had  the  resolntioa  for  inquiry  had 
tiiase  objects  solely  and  honMtly  in  view,  I 
should  have  been  the  last  to  oppose  it.  Bnt, 
air,  the  President  is  constitationally  responsible 
Sot  the  whole  of  the  execative  department ;  the 
various  radii  of  its  powers  concentrate  as  well 
its  responsibihties  as  its  honors  upon  him; 
uid  when  I  take  these  circumstances  into  view, 
and  consider  also  the  ^irit  in  which  this 
debate  has  been  conducted,  the  poation  of  the 
Fndde&t  oaanot  be  observed  wiQumt  esndUng 
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oar  share  of  sympathy.  Shall  we,  at  a  moment 
when  his  connection  with  the  people  of  the 
United  States  is  about  to  terminate  forever, 
and  all  the  aspirations  of  ambition  are  to  be 
dissolved  by  age,  infirmities,  and  sickness; 
when  theconsdonsnessof  his  high  and  devoted 
services,  which  we  all  know  be  mnst  possess, 
and  the  enthodastic  affection  of  the  American 
people,  were  abont  to  cheer  the  evening  of  his 
life,  and  to  gild  his  expiring  lamp,  is  it  right  or 
proper  for  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
whom  he  has  succored  and  saved,  to  cut  off 
this  departing  solace,  and  to  imbitter  his  last 
days,  by  adopting  a  resolution  which,  if  adopts 
ed,  will  sanction  an  opinion  of  this  House,  that 
corruption  and  Andrew  Jackson  have  been 
coupled  tf^ther  f  "Will  they  do  this  without 
some  specific  charge,  without  some  definite 
allegation,  sustained  at  least  by  the  endorsement 
of  one  individual  in  the  House,  who  will  be 
willing  to  give  bis  name  to  posterity  as  the 
author  ot  the  flll^tion.  In  the  qteech  of  the 
hoQon^e  member  from  Tennessee,  marked 
with  so  much  wit  and  pungency  of  satire,  the 
allegations  are  made  again^  Andrew  Jackson, 
as  tiie  object  who  is  to  be  convicted  of  tiie 
corruption  which  is  so  broadly  insinuated  in 
tho  resolution  to  exist  in  the  executive  depart- 
ment I  am  not  willing  to  exercise  the  high 
constitutional  powers  of  this  House,  in  the 
least  degree,  in  sanctioning  sach  an  all^ation. 

General  Jackson,  after  a  life  spent  in  the 
service  of  his  coimtry,  is  about  retiring  from 
the  devated  position  he  holds  as  presiding 
execative  officer  of  the«e  States,  at  an  advanced 
age,  and  worn  down  by  the  labors  spent  in  tiiat. 
serrice.  He  is  now,  sir,  on  the  bed  of  sickness, 
which  may  prove  bis  bed  (tf  death.  God  grcmt 
that  it  may  not,  but  that  he  may  live  muiy, 
many  years  amongst  that  people  whose  rights 
he  has  so  bravely  and  honestly  defended,  and 
whose  prosperity  under  bis  sucoeasfol  adminis- 
tration, has  excited  the  astonishment  of  tho 
whole  civilized  world. 

What,  rir,  is  the  relation  that  Andrew  Jack- 
son bears  to  the  representatives  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States!  Trom  the  period  of 
your  revolutionary  war  to  the  present  moment, 
he  has  been  the  lofty,  indefatigable  defender  of 
his  country.  In  war  and  in  peace,  on  the 
hattie  field  and  in  yonr  councils,  his  exertitma, 
bis  toils,  and  uncea^g  energy  and  integrity, 
have  done  as  mnch  as  any  other  man,  not  ex- 
cepting your  Washhigton  In  the  field,  and  your 
Jefferson  and  Uadison  in  the  oal^et,  to  elevate 
the  character  of  this  repnblio^  to  advance  its 
prosperity,  and  to  preserve  its  peace.  His 
name  has  been  a  tower  of  strength,  and  nnder 
his  administration  the  character  of  an  American 
citizen,  as  was  that  formerly  of  a  Roman  citi- 
zen, is  a  passport  throughout  the  world.  Aye, 
sir,  in  foreign  lands,  wherever  your  star- 
spangled  banner  displays,  from  the  high  and 
giddy  mast,  the  character  of  our  republic,  under 
the  sgis  ot  tiM  lofty  virtues  of  the  Pretddoit, 
has  that  wall  d  atnogUi  that  feels  ever  oon- 
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■dons  of  the  protection  of  a  great  and  ponrer- 
fiil  nation.  And  would  yoo,  sir,  woald  this 
HoQse,  after  a  life  thus  spent,  and  which  im- 
paitial  history  is  about  to  take  charge  of  for 
the  benefit  of  his  country ;  would  they  at  the 
ere  of  his  long  life,  so  worthily  spent  in  all 
that  is  patriotic  and  virtaons  in  the  piiblio 
service ;  would  they  pursue  him  with  insinua- 
tions that  corruption,  with  its  blighting  mildew, 
had  found  entrance  into  the  bosom  of  Jackson's 
more  than  Roman  virtue  3  If  this  House  insti- 
tutes the  inquiry,  it  sanotions  the  charge ;  and 
will  they,  without  any  specific  allegations,  jost 
at  the  dose  of  General  JaokaonHi  career,  hold 
llie  fatal  chalice  to  his  Hps,  which  should  poison 
and  imbitter  with  the  stu^  of  ingratitude  the 
evening  of  his  life  ?  We  have  had  no  precedent 
to  Justify  such  a  measure.  Party  spirit  has 
raged  and  miarepreaented  all  your  Presidents 
during  their  tena  of  office;  but  they  have 
passed  and  are  passing  off  the  stage,  aH  with 
the  award  of  ofGcial  and  person^  integrity. 
Some  have  not  been  re-elected  by  the  people, 
but  agtunst  Uiem  no  charge  of  corruption  is 
found  imbodied  in  the  annids  of  the  country. 
Sor  does  any  American  citizen,  at  even  this 
lapse  of  time,  impeach  thur  int^rity ;  no  one 
charges  them  with  wilM  or  wanton  corruption, 
while  administering  the  afhirsof  the  Common- 
wraith.  The  only  aUegationa  made  against 
tbenif  as  they  quit  the  scene  of  tihdr  labors, 
c£  their  glories,  and  thoir  services,  were,  that 
fl  distinguished  member,  formerly  from  Vir-- 
ginia,  accused  Kr.  Jefferson  of  retiring  with 
a  political  falsehood  in  his  mouth ;  and  an 
equally  diatiDgaished  member  from  Uassachu- 
setts  moved  his  solitary  vote  to  impeach  Mr, 
Madison.  X  have  no  doubt,  sir,  after  the  ex- 
dtement  of  party  was  over,  both  of  these 
gentlemen  regretted  these  allegations,  llie 
charges  never  have  and  never  will  affect  the 
great  patriarch  of  liberty,  the  author  of  the 
dedanUifni  of  independence,  or  his  equally 
illnstrious  friend,  the  founder  and  champion 
of  our  constitution.  The  one  unfiirled  to  the 
world  the  principles  of  popular  government ; 
the  other,  more  than  any  man,  connected  liberty 
with  law — secured  an  equality  of  politick 
rights,  by  securing  to  society  the  fruits  of  labor. 
Wherever  oppre^ed  man  rises  to  resist  the 
oppressor,  the  declaration  drawn  up  by  Thomas 
Jefferson  is  invoked.  Wherever  constitutional 
law  is  appealed  to,  to  secure  those  rights,  the 
political  writings  of  James  Madison  form  the 

{lure  fountains  of  living  water  which  diffuse 
iberty  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  nations. 
TogeUier,  locked  hand  in  hand,  they  are  work- 
ing their  silent  way,  and  they  have  planted 
that  school  of  p<^iIqr1  liberty,  of  which  thia 
r^blio  may  arrogate  to  itsd^  through  tiieir 
ezerti(mB,  tlie  being  the  fonnder. 

Republics  have  been  accused  of  being,  un- 
gratenil.  Aristldes  was  ostracized  for  being 
«all^  the  Just,  and  Themistocles  banished, 
after  saving  his  country  from  desolation.  The 
authors  of  these  acts  have  not  transmitted  their  j 
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names  to  postwity.  How  keen  would  be  the 

reproaches  of  the  history  of  the  last  two 
thousand  years,  how  withering  their  infamy, 
if  they  had  not  escaped  by  this  silence  of  his- 
tory. General  Jackson  has  been  doomed  to 
meet  the  same  ingratitude,  after  preventing  the 
dismemberment  of  our  republic,  after  rescuing 
the  fair  and  fertile  fields  of  the  Btate  which  X 
have  the  honor  to  represent.  There,  sir,  help- 
less age  and  tender  youth,  and  all  the  diarma 
of  refinement  and  beauty,  were  protected  by 
bis  hand.  There,  sir,  was  effected  one  of  those 
signal  deliverances  of  a  people  which  has  dp 
ready  caused  the  plains  of  New  Orieans  to  nnk 
with  Marathon  and  Flatea,  reflecting  all  its 
bright  lustre  upon  the  army  .of  libnlr  that 
fought  under  him,  and  sending  oil  its  mowing 
light  throughout  the  world,  to  elevate  the  char- 
acter of  this  republic.  Sir,  almost  at  the  mo- 
ment this  was  effecting,  and  while  painting, 
history,  poetry,  music,  and  sculpture,  were 
giving  greenness  to  his  immortality,  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  were  denouncing  him  in 
the  Seminole  war.  Sickening  with  ute  same 
feelings  that  were  pained  at  hearing  Aristldes 
called  the  Just,  the  detractors  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son loathed  the  bean  ideal  of  his  character. 
Again,  daring  the  panio^  that  same  body  have 
impeached  and  condemned  blm,  without  a  trial, 
fbr  an  allied  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  How,  sir,  have  the  people  met 
these  charges?  They  have  almost  by  acclama- 
tion elected  him  Prasident  on  each  occasion. 
They  have  rallied  to  defend  him.  Where,  sir. 
are  his  accusers  ?  I  ask  agdn,  where  are  they  t 
And,  sir,  permit  me  to  predict  that  if  the  pres- 
ent resolution  passes,  it  will  only  reflect  dis- 
grace upon  the  present  House  of  Representa- 
tives. The  people  will  come  to  the  rescue,  and 
ospnnge  the  resolution  from  this  House,  as  I 
trust  they  are  about  ezptyiglng  a  former  one 
from  the  Senate.  The  whole  future  history  of 
the  country  will  hold  up  in  proud  relief  ttidr 
old  chlef^  tatis  pcur  and  »an$  reproehe,  and  the 
ingratitude  of  this  House  in  pursuing  him  with 
the  odious  chai^  of  corruption,  even  upon  the 
1>ed  of  sickness  and  of  death,  when  I  do  not 
believe  there  can  be  a  member  here  who  con- 
scientiously beUeves  that  Andrew  Jaokson  ever 
was,  in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  unCuthflil  or 
inimical  to  the  interests  of  this  country, 

I  regret  that  the  honorable  member  from 
Tennessee  should  have  been  so  excited  by  a 
warm  election  contest  as  to  urge,  upon  such 
trivial  gronnds  as  he  has  allegea,  so  grave  an 
inquiry  into  the  corrupt  conduct  of  the  execu- 
tive departments.  The  State  of  Tennessee  has 
been  reared  under  the  fost<irin|;  and  paternal 
care  of  Andrew  Jackson.  He  has  done  more 
than  any  other  man  to  elevate  and  fbrm  its 
character.  Intelligent,  chivalrio,  patriotic,  and 
virtuous,  they  will  be  the  last  portion  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  sanction  all^a- 
tions,  either  personal  or  as  the  oonstituti<mal 
head  of  the  Government,  against  their  veteran 
chieC  Those  brave  men  who  fbllowed  his 
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banner  throng^  the  Creek  nation,  and  on  the 
{Jains  of  Nev  Orleans,  with  the  citizen  soldiers 
of  KmUu^j  IGse^Ppi,  and  Loai«ana,  are 
not  to  prove  so  recreant  to  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  so  uafaithfal  to  tbemselyce,  as  to  imbitter 
the  remnant  of  his  days  with  so  nqjast  an  ac- 
cusation. And  what  are  all  the  allegations  that' 
the  honorable  member  addaces  to  jnstify  the 
exercise  of  the  high  constitntionol  power  of 
this  Honse  ?  That  the  President,  in  a  conver- 
sation with  &  fHend,  had  remarked  tiiat  Mr, 
Bell,  anoQier  member  fhnn  Tennessee,  had 
stated  lies  about  hbn,  and  that  "  Perton  ooold 
tell  twenty  lies  to  Bell's  one."  Now,  air,  what 
were  the  facts  in  the  case?  The  hcmorable 
members  from  Tennessee  bA  the  last  sesnon  had 
indulged  in  pretty  severe  censnres  npon  the 
President's  administration.  In  conversation 
with  his  neighbors,  according  to  this  statement, 
in  natnrallv  vindicating  himself,  he  had  prettj 
warmlj  recriminated.  I  think  the  language 
that  he  made  use  of,  as  is  nsnal  on  sach  occa- 
dons,  mast  have  undergone,  in  the  course  of 
its  gossip,  some  version  before.it  reached  the 
ears  of  the  honorable  member ;  for  it  is  not  the 
language  of  Uiat  delicate  and  manly  bearing 
which  all  know  mark  the  character  m  Andrew 
JadEKA.  At  any  rate,  is  a  mere  oontrovu^ 
in  an  deotjon^  where  tiie  President  and  the 
honorable  members  from  Tennessee,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  constitutional  rights,  supported 
different  candidates,  to  be  the  bams  an  inquis- 
itorial examination,  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
into  tiie  conduct  of  the  executiva  depart- 
ments ? 

Again :  tbe  honorable  member  alle^  that 
this  House  reftased  to  institute  an  inquiry  into 
frauds  that  were  perpetrated  upon  the  Indians 
of  Alabama,  by  the  citizens  of  that  Btate,  in 
the  sales  of  their  lands  to  individuals.  When 
lhat  resolution  was  introduced  into  the  House, 
I  had  the  honor  of  proposing  an  amendment  to 
it,  referring  the  sabjeot  to  the  Freddent  of  the 
United  States.  The  lAotiTe  for  this  amendment 
was,  that  this  House  had  no  constitutional  pow- 
er to  order  the  investigation  by  their  authority ; 
and,  if  it  had  been  done,  it  would  have  been 
one  of  the  most  fatal  precedents  to  the  rights 
of  the  States.  It  was  alleged  that  the  Indians 
had  been  swindled  out  of  their  reserved  landsL 
ill  many  cases,  by  residoits  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama.  Of  course,  if  offences  had  been 
oommitted,  as  I  know  of  no  law  of  the  United 
States  providing  for  snoh  cases,  they  were  com- 
mon law  or  stivtute  law  offences  against  those 
States,  not  cognizable  by  the  United  States 
tribunal.  In  a  o^se  where  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama secnres  a  qwedy  tiial  Jnry,  and  a  cross- 
examingtion  of  witneasea,  would  any  person 
arrogate  to  lliis  Honse  toe  power  to  send  its 
committee  to  make  an  tx  parts  investi^ticm, 
to  hold  up  its  citizens  as  malefactors,  witbont 
bdng  heard,  witbont  the  privilege  of  counsel, 
and  the  cross-examining  of  witnesses?  Sup- 
pose, that,  in  obtuning  the  charter  of  a 
bank  in  a  neighboring  Bti^  respeetable  citl- 
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zens  should  be  acoosed  of  fraud  and  bribeiy, 
an  offence  that  is  punishable  by  the  common 
law  of  that  State,  does  this  House,  air,  poasess 
the  power  to  trample  upon  State  rights,  and 
send  its  committee  of  inquisition  into  the  balls 
of  the  State  L^slatore,  to  hunt  up  ex  parte 
testimony  as  its  basi?,  and  to  hunt  down  all 
that  is  respectable  and  venerable  in  the  charac- 
ter of  its  citizens,  to  condemn  them  unheard, 
without  grand  juries  or  petit  juries,  and  draw 
up  a  wititiering  report,  that  would  blast  them 
as  far  as  oar  language  extended,  before  they 
had  an  opportunity  of  defence  themselves  f 
If  this  power  had  been  exerdsed  by  the  ori^- 
nal  resolations  of  last  session,^  like  the  Council 
of  Ten  at  Venice,  or  the  Holy  Inquisition  of 
Spain,  it  would  have  sung  the  reqniem  of  pub- 
lic liberty,  and  broken  down  the  whole  penal 
jurisdiction  of  the  independent  States.  And  I 
feel  peculiar  personal  consolation  in  being  the 
means  of  arresting  the  pr<^es8  of  a  measure 
so  fraught  with  disastrous  conseqnences.  The 
snlgect  was  referred  to  the  President,  who  was 
directed  to  investigate  into  the  cases  of  fraud. 
From  the  character  of  the  agent  employed  by 
the  President,  (General  Hogan,)  I  feel  confident, 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  man,  that  the  duty 
has  been  MthftaDy  attended  to ;  and  as  the 
honorable  member  sn^esto,  he  has  received 
the  coUootorship  of  Uobue,  it  cannot  have  been 
oonfeired  upon  a  more  deserving  or  more  intel- 
ligent dtizen,  or  one  who  has  more  gallantly 
defended  his  country  daring  the  gloomiest 
period  of  the  late  war.* 

The  honorable  member  has  also  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  being  em- 
braced in  the  general  allegation  of  corruption. 
Sir,  the  lofty  character  of  Levi  Woodbury  is 
too  well  known  to  this  House  and  to  this  na- 
tion to  require  any  comment  from  me.  Bom, 
reared,  ana  educated,  amidst  the  granite  moun- 
tains of  my  native  State,  his  stem  and  sterling 
Tirtacs  had  already  carried  him  to  the  highest 
h(»iors  of  Kew  Hampshire,  when,  in  the  midst 
of  the  pamo  battle,  be  was  called  to  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
Kew  England  may  justly  fed  proud  of  the  high 
character  which  he  has  reflected  back  upon  his 
native  land.  And  let  me  ask,  what  mduce- 
ment  to  corruption  can  there  be  on  the  port  of 
Levi  Woodbury  ?  There  has  been  no  specific 
ohaive  agdnst  him ;  not  a  whisper  of  prcgudice 
that  he  has  done  any  thing  to  forfeit  his  exalted 
character.  He  is  affluent  in  his  persond  situa- 
tion, witii  every  thing  to  make  bim  happy  in 
domestic  life ;  and,  above  al},  principles  of  the 
most  stem  and  unbending  integrity  are  inter- 
woven with  his  nature.  The  only  allegation 
insinuated  against  him  is,  that  in  the  exercise 
of  his  duty,  imposed  by  a  law  passed  by  this 
House,  he  is  compelled  to  transact  official  busi- 
ness-witfa  the  a«nt  of  the  depodt  banks.  That 
agent  is  no  tmoer  of  this  Govonment;  ve 


*  0«nenl  HonnwrrftdwItlLerettdlsUiietfoBliiaMitsS 
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hsTe  no  emiHtitntional  power  over  hhu.  He 
liaa  been  aasuled  by  the  BOTerest  epithets  of 

Eaxty.  He  has  been  employed  by  the  deposit 
anks,  many  of  ^em  in  opposiUon  to  the  ad- 
miniatrattOD,  to  attend  to  their  business  with 
the  Treasory.  Formy  own  part,  I  donotleam 
any  specific  chaises  with  which  he  is  aoonsed. 
And  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  President,  when 
he  gave  bim  the  character  which  the  honorable 
member  states  that  he  did  at  Jonesboroo^h, 
came  to  the  honest  and  conscientions  conviction 
that  snob  a  torrent  of  anathemas  from  the  op- 
portion  in  this  Howe,  ass^tng  the  character 
ct  this  man  for  more  than  fonr  ^ears,  would 
bare  annihilated  faiiSf  had  not  his  tepatation 
been  fimndediipon  the  rook  of  integrify.  Hi^- 
soonding  epithets  and  bold  dennncdanons  can- 
not, tiiuik  God,  blast  tiie  oharaoter  of  any 
American  citizen,  unless  they  are  accompaoied 
with  speoifio  all^ations  and  specific  proofe. 
On  the  contrary,  they  raise  in  the  generous 
minds  of  the  American  people  that  spirit  of 
sympathy  for  unmerited  persecution,  which  is 
snre  to  protect  its  intended  viotim,  and  roll 
back  the  corrent  apon  the  anthor. 

I  feel,  sir,  that  I  should  have  but  unworthily 
discharged  my  duty  as  a  Bepresentative  of 
Lonisiana,  had  I  not  raised  my  voice  in  (^posi- 
tion to  tlua  resolotion.  Whatever  may  be  the 
personal  vr  ptditieal  predileotions  of  my  oon- 
stitnentsj  gratitadd  to  Andrew  Jackson  for  the 
inestimable  benefits  be  has  conferred  upon  the 
citizens  of  our  State,  is  an  almost  pu*vadln2 
sentiment.  It  is,  like  the  vestal  flame,  goarded 
with  inteaise  care,  and  foitbftaUy  transmitted 
from  <me  generation  to  ano^er  As  the  8th  of 
January  revolves  its  annual  rounds,  so  often 
does  the  hoary  veteran  who  shared  in  the  mem- 
orable campaign  repair  to  the  grass-grown  hil- 
lock which  marks  the  battle  field,  and  recite  the 
eventfol  story  to  bis  children.  Often  are 
time  and  space  annihilated,  and  the  years  of  his 
pikrimage  recalled  to  the  decorate  c(Hiflict; 
and  in  those  roral  f&tea,  which  none  know 
bettor  how  to  graoe  with  refinement  and  beauty 
than  tlie  gallant  Trank  of  our  sonny  clime,  the 
revered  name  of  Andrew  Jackson  is  never  for- 
gotten, and  the  choicest  of  Heaven's  blessings 
are  invoked  up4m  the  patriot's  head. 

"ib.  A.  M&mf  said  that,  of  all  the  debates  to 
which  he  had  ever  listened,  this  was  the  most 
useless.  The  cry  of  corrnption  bad  been  raised 
agunst  the  heads  of  these  departments  for  two 
or  three  years,  without  there  ever  having  been 
any  specific  diarge  of  corrnption  or  malead- 
mimdbration.  He,  for  one,  should  be  well 
pleased  to  see  the  accuser  come  face  to  fooe 
witib  the  accused.  If  there  was  corruption 
anywhere,  let  it  come  out.  But  these  general 
dutrges  were  mode  to  extend  to  vmtj  nook  and 
ooaraBT  of  our  Government.  "Why  was  thiat 
Tbia  cry  <rf  oormplion  was  ndsed,  but  why  did 
not  the  genfiemen  show  the  act  and  point  to 
the  man  who  was  gnllty  of  it  f  Who  was  be 
bi  whom  corrnption  had  been  found  ?  He,  Hr. 
ILt  would  aasert,  oa  behalf  of  tiie  executive 
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departmoits  of  this  administration,  that  their 

officers  courted  investigation,  and  were  dedrous 
that  your  committees  should  be  sent  amongst 
them.  He  was  in  favw  of  investigatim,  but 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Yirghds 
contained  merely  gea^d  charges  of  oormption. 
He  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Feabob^s  tunendment, 
and  would  give  power  to  a  committee  to  invee- 
ti^ate  any  specific  charge  which  any  member 
might  make  on  this  fioor,  oie  which  any  ia^- 
vidnal  of  a  resi)ectable  character  might  make 
elsewhere.  But  let  the  Investigation  of  the 
committee  be  confined  to  the  pamoolar  daaegfi 
which  might  be  made.  If  tiiere  was  corrup- 
tion, let  it  be  made  known, ;  if  not,  let  not 
gentlemen  be  convicted  upon  mere  gweral 
charges,  having  no  proof  to  sustun  them. 
In  reply  to  a  question  from  JSr.  Uhdxbwood, 
Mr.  Mask  explained,  that  he  did  not  say  that 
he  should  vote  against  the  original  resolution, 
if  the  amendment  be  not  adopted,  but  that  he 
preferred  the  latter. 

Mr.  TJnsekwood  said,  the  true  question  ia, 
whether  we  have  a  right  to  make  the  examina- 
tion before  charging  any  offence ;  or-must  we 
specify  offences  at  random,  and  then  call  for  a 
committee  to  ascertain  their  truth  ?  If  it  was 
a  mere  copartaiership  between  the  heads  of  the 
departments  and  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, we  should  have  the  ri(^t  to  inspect  uieir 
books  md  p^apers ;  and  a  refiual  on  their  part 
to  let  us  do  it  would  be  just  cause  for  dissolving 
the  concern.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  a  copartnersh^ 
in  political  trade^  where  each  member  of  the 
firm  shares  the  profits  according  to  the  capital 
of  intrigue  and  monument  he  contributes. 
Such  a  doctrine  Is  only  current  with  those 
whose  motto  is,  *'  to  the  victors  belong  the 
spoUs."  The  people  of  this  nation,  in  whose 
place  we  stand^  do  not  admit  the  existence  of 
any  partnership  with  their  mlers.  It  is  no 
Joint-stock  company.  Those  who  rule  in  the 
executive  departments  are  the  mere  agents  ai 
the  pe(^le,  the  trostees  for  their  use ;  and  wo, 
temporarily  dothed  with  tibe  power  o£  tiie 
people,  as  their  representatives,  nave  the  same 
right  to  call  upon  those  agents  and  trustees  to 
exhibit  all  their  books,  records,  and  accounts, 
touching  the  affairs  of  the  Government^  that 
the  merchant  has  to  call  upon  his  factor,  or  tiie 
landlord  upon  his  steward.  Sir,  this  right  is 
the  true  basis  pf  American  liberty ;  it  is  the 
essence  of  responsibility  ;  and  if  it  be  not  prao- 
tically  exercised,  the  people  can  never  settle 
their  accounts,  or  know  how  they  stand  with 
their  mlers;  and  when  the  gentleman  from 
Louiraana  (Mr.  Biplet)  seemed  to  deny  tiie 
very  existence  of  such  a  right,  I  felt  that  he 
was  uttering  sentimoits  uid  opinions  more  - 
congenial  to  the  monarchical  atmosphere  d 
Europe  than  tlie  republican  expanse  which  en* 
circles  the  States  of  this  Union.  Vt^ereisno 
such  right,  liberty  is  dead,  and  despotiam 
reigns. 

But,  sir,  the  abstract  right  has  not  been  posi- 
tively denied,  althoogh  it  has  been  treated  m 
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if  it  did  not  exist ;  and  the  manner  proposed 
for  its  exercise,  hy  the  amendment  of  tjlie  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  I^and,  rather  impfiei  a 
want  of  right  or  authority  to  send  oat  a  com- 
mittee to  make  a  general  examination.  The 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  is  an  astute  law- 
yer ;  and,  if  he  will  reflect  a  moment,  be  must 
be  sensible  that  the  course  indicated  by  his 
amendment  is  a  departnre  from  the  settled 
practice  in  coarti  of  justice,  designed  to  bring 
the  Tiolators  of  the  penal  code  to  ptmisliment. 
By  their  practice,  the  grimd  Jury  is  first  em- 
panelled and  sworn  to  inquire;  and,  sir,  the 

grand  jur^  is  unrestricted  in  its  inquiries.  It 
aa  no  limits,  but  may  take  a  ranse  of  investi- 

Etiou  coextensive  with  the  penal  laws  of  the 
id.  The  grand  jury  indicts  and  presents,  and 
gives  shape  and  form  to  the  charge.  After  the 
grand  jury  has  specified  the  time,  place,  circum- 
stances, and  manner  of  the  crime,  then  comes 
the  venire,  and  the  accused  is  put  upon  bis 
trial.  The  gentleman's  amendment  reverses 
the  order  of  things.  He  would  have  the  pros- 
ecutor to  state  the  chaii^  by  guessing,  and 
without  the  examination  of  any  witness  before 
the  grand  Jury,  or  a  court  of  inquiry,  and  then 
he  would  forthwith  enter  upon  the  trial  Only 
Inddge  the  gentleman  in  saoh  a  coarse — a 
coarse  which  snbverta  the  settled  wisdom  of 
the  country,  growing  out  of  the  experience  of 
ages — and  I  will  venture  to  say  that  no  culprit 
ever  could  be  convicted,  with  the  gentleman's 
telents  employed  in  the  defence.  This  House 
is  the  grand  inquest  of  this  nation,  and  I,  for 
one,  Mr.  Speaker,  will  never  consent  to  trammel 
its  investigations  by  adopting  a  limited  rule, 
each  as  the  amendment  proposes. 

The  gentleman  from  lomsiana  (Mr.  Biplbt) 
seems  to  consider  the  ori^al  resolution,  which 
contemplates  an  examination  of  the  depart- 
ments in  idl  their  ramifications,  as  an  inrinua- 
ti<m  aiiunst  the  intwrity  of  the  President.  He 
(Ur.  B.)  win  not  look  into  the  condititm  of  the 
departments,  because  the  Preddent  has  certified 
that  all  is  well ;  and  to  look  for  himself  and 
his  constituents  after  that,  would  be  to  suspect 
the  truth  and  h(mesty  of  the  President. 

I  was  astonished  to  hear  such  sentiments 
avowed  on  this  fioor.  They  are,  in  my  opin- 
ion, exotic,  plants  which  should  never  be  per- 
mitted to  tfuce  root  in  American  soil.  It  is  the 
dootrine  of  pas^ve  obedience,  of  (jniet  acqui- 
escence in  the  will  of  a  master.  Sir,  the  gen- 
tieman  forgets  that  eternal  vig^anoe  is  the 
condition  upon. which  public  liberty  depends. 
We  should  receive  nothing  without  examina- 
tion, without  MftiDg  it  thoroug^y,  and  asoer- 
taining  fbr  ounelvea  and  onr  ctnutitaenta  all  its 
prapertiflB  and  qualitiea.  If  we  are  to  take 
tUnM  on  trust,  onr  presence  here  mij^t  as 
well  oe  dispensed  with,  and  we  had  better  snr- 
render  at  once  all  the  powers  of  government 
into  the  hands  of  a  truthful  and  honest  Presi- 
dent. Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  truth 
or  honesty  of  the  President.  I  shall  neither 
concede  nw  deny  him  theae  qualities  upon  this 


[DBomsB,  1886. 

occauon.  By  his  "  fruits  "  I  know  him.  But 
as  he  is  soon  to  retire  from  his  station,  and  as 
it  does  not  affect  the  prindples  for  which  I  am 
contondin^,  whether  he  is  truthful  and  honest 
or  otherwise,  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire  into 
such  personal  qualities.  But  sappose  it  were 
conceded  that  his  character  for  tjuth  and  hon- 
esty stands  as  high  as  his  warmest  admirers 
would  place  it,  are  we  to  abstain  from  an  ex- 
amination into  the  conduct  of  our  public  func- 
tionaries, and  -  the  situation  of  uieir  offices, 
merely  because  the  Preddent  is  of  opmi(m  they 
have  done  their  duty?  The  Pntaaeut'a  certi- 
ficate in  thdr  behalf  is  nothing  more  thui  his 
opinion ;  be  does  not  inform  as  that  he  has 
made  a  minute  and  personal  examination  into 
tiie  condition  of  the  departments,  and  .that  his 
opinion  is  the  result  of  such  examination.  We 
know  that  the  President's  ofBoial  duties  have 
required  a  great  deal  of  his  time.  His  absence 
last  sununer,  and  his  recent  illness,  connected 
with  his  official  engagements,  have  allowed  him 
very  littie  time  to  devote  to  the  examination 
of  the  departments ;  and  henoe,  sir,  this  House 
and  this  nation  may  form  a  very  different  opin- 
ion in  regard  to  the  heads  of  tiie  departments 
and  their  conduct,  from  that  expreaaed  by  the 
President ;  and  all  this  may  be  done  without 
assaulting  his  personal  charaster. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  (Mz. 
Psabgb)  seemed  to  oppose  the  proposed  inves- 
tigation because  he  apprehended  there  was  a 
lurking  purpose  to  depreoiato,  if  not  slander, 
the  characters  of  those  who  are  at  the  head  of 
the  executive  departments.  I  am  equally  sensi- 
ble, with  that  gentleman,  of  the  value  to  this 
nation  of  the  reputation  of  oar  public  men,  and 
I  have  had  cause  to  regret  the  unmerited  re- 
proaches and  vile  calumnies  wluch  are  often 
cast  upon  them  by  a  corrupt  partisan  press ; 
but  I  cannot  perceive  any  good  reason  for  op- 
posing the  original  resolntioo,  lest  the  charac- 
ters of  those  high  in  office  muht  suffer  by  its 
adopti(»L  We  moat  take  it  tor  granted  that 
the  committee  will  report  nothing  but  facts.  If 
the  &cts  are  of  sooh  a  nature  as  to  produce  cen- 
sure, degradation  of  character,  and  expulsion 
from  office,  it  will  be  much  more  creditable  to 
the  nation  and  its  institutions  to  expose  the 
base  motives  and  bad  acta  of  exalted  lunction- 
aries,  than  to  leave  them  unmolested  in  their 
high  places,  presenting  a  fur  exterior  to  dupe 
the  world,  while  all  is  disgusting  filth  and  rot- 
tenness within.  I  admit  there  is  a  diminution 
of  national  character  whenever  any  of  our 
high  officers  are  shown  to  be  nnwortlQr  of 
their  stations ;  but  we  had  better  lose  in  this 
respect  than  to  wink  at  oorruption  for  the  sake 
of  appearances.  By  detecting,  expoang,  and 
punishing,  political  criminals,  uiose  who  <maid 
against  the  statutes  and  principles  of  liberty, 
there  is  a  national  gain  of  reputation,  which 
more  than  counterbalances  the  loss  I  have 
mentioned.  The  g^  consists  in  the  manifes- 
tation of  a  sound  state  of  moral  and  political 
sentiment^  which  will  not  allow  offeiuers  to 
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escape. with  impanitT';  and  the  assnrance  we 
find  the  stem  political  Tirtne  which  con- 
denuu  the  official  knave,  that  oar  free  instita- 
tions  are  destined  to  last  forever.  Kow,  sir, 
let  US  test  those  principles  of  loss  and  ^aio,  bj 
fnstitating  the  fallest  and  most  tmlimited  in- 
Qniiy ;  and  if  the  resalt  la,  qs  some  predict, 
taut  tlie  ebaracters  of  onr  cabinet  ministers 
will  ^ine  the  bri^ter  from  having  passed  the 
ordeal,  the  nation  will  much  by  the  coq- 
Tiotiion  tbat  existing  sospicions  are  not  well 
Ibnnded,  and  by  the  increase  of  the  repntations 
of  those  high  functionaries.  ^ 

It  has  been  said  that  the  or^nal  resolntion 
proposes  a  new  thing,  for  which  there  is  no 
precedent  in  the  history  of  this  Government 
Grant  it,  and  what  of  that  ?  Is  not  the  Presi- 
dent's laudatory  certificate  in  behalf  of  all  the 
exeontive  deputments  and  their  officers  a  new 
thing  in  the  history  of  this  Government? 
"Wh^  former  President  ever  did  tiie  like !  If 
the  President  introdnces  a  new  practice,  may 
we  not  meet  it  by  an  appropriate  novelty  ?  u 
the  original  resolation  is  amended,  it  ahotild  be 
done  by  prariding  fi>r  the  uipoinbnent  of  a 
Beparate  commtttee  to  examine  each  depart- 
ment. One  committee,  I  fear,  cannot  go 
throngh  the  whole.  If  sach  a  practice  had 
prevuled,  as  I  think'  it  ought  to  have  done, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Government, 
I  have  no  donht  that  many  things  which  have 
been  improperly  done  would  not  have  taken 
place.  Early  impressions,  Mr.  %peaker,  are 
never  forgotten.  The  first  lesson  taa^^ht  me, 
as  a  member  of  the  Kentucky  Legislatore, 
many  years  since,  was  the  propriety  of  ap- 
pointing annually  a  committee  to  examine  each 
department  of  the  Government  of  that  State, 
and  to  leport  upon  its  condition.  The  offices 
of  oar  State — Auditor,  Treasurer,  Register, 
&o. — are  anunally  examined  by  a  separate  com- 
mittee, and  reported  on.  We  do  not  take  the 
Governor's  word  that  ^1  things  are  going  on 
well ;  bnt  the  representatives  of  the  people  in- 
vestigate for  themselves  and  their  constituents ; 
and  the  same  practice  should  prevail  in  this 
Government,  henceforth  and  forever. 

If,  Idj.  Si«aker,  I  have  satisfied  the  House 
that  we  possess  the  power  to  make  a  general 
examination  into  the  concKtion  of  the  depart- 
ments, without  stating  beforehand  anj^  speciflo 
abuse  or  malfeasance  as  the  object  of  inqoiir ; 
if  such  power  neoessarily  rosolts  from  the  leips- 
lative  powers  vested  in  as  by  the  constitution, 
ftod  from  the  power  of  impeachment,  then  there 
is  notUng  left  to  be  considered  bnt  the  propri* 
ety  of  exMtiising  the  power  at  this  time.  It  is 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  an  exercise  of  the 
right  to  examine  a  department  when  this  House 
calls  for  a  report.  We  have  as  much  right  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  ascertain  a  fiict  by  in- 
specting the  records  of  a  department,  as  to  re- 
qoire  the  head  of  the  same  department,  or  the 
^ief  of  any  bnrean,  to  report  as  to  the  partic- 
ular fact,  upon  his  iiupection.  Snppoee  a  qaea- 
tion  shcnla  arise  whetiwr  the  uwt  is  bnly 


reported,  how  can  you  decide  unless  you  have 
the  power  to  examine?  I  dismiss  the  argu- 
ment in  regard  to  the  right  of  a  general  exami- 
nation, and  will  proceed  to  show  the  propriety 
of  its  exercise. 

WUl  it  interest  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  of  the  whole  civilized  world^  to  know 
whether  there  are  corrupt  combinations  exist* 
ing  among  the  officers  this  Ooverament,  to 
aid  and  assist  each  other  in  procuring  and  re- 
taining for  themselves  and  their  relatives  offices 
and  the  emoluments  thereof?  Is  it  advisable 
to  ascertain,  in  this  the  freest  Government  on 
earth,  how  fhr  the  spirit  of  despotism  can  or 
has  obtained  power  to  proscribe  and  punish 
those  who  dare  to  assert  with  boldness,  and  to 
maintain  with  independence,  their  principles  of 
policy,  and  their  opinions  in  regard  to  ment 
Wilt  it  have  a  salutary  infiuence  among  the 
lovers  of  justice  and  votaries  of  freedom,  to 
expose  the  wicked  schemes  of  self-a^randize- 
ment,  which  sometimes  corrupt  the  wholesome 
administration  of  the  laws,  and  infuse  a  deadly 
pdson  into  tiie  legidation  of  a  oountxy  t  If 
these  qnestions  are  affirmatively  answered,  tlien, 
sir,  we  ought  now  to  raise  a  committee  and  re- 
quire an  examination  according  to  the  original 
resolution.  "Whether  the  committee  would 
find,  by  tlteir  investigation,  facts  to  alarm  the 
nation,  jor  to  cheer  it  on  its  forward  march  to 
greatness  in  population,  in  wealth,  in  resources, 
need  not  be  anticipated.  The  committee  would 
certainly  find  &cts  of  the  one  kind  or  tiie  other ; 
and  the  investigation  would  necessarily  result 
in  pointing  out  dangers  which  threaten  our 
destruction,  or  in  confirming  our  hopes  of  the 
durability  of  our  institutions.  Either  result  is 
dedrable,  and  hence  we  should  not  heatate  to 
adopt  the  original  resolution. 

Tdssdat,  December  S2. 

Memage  from  the  iVs*i&»t — T^aa$  Independ- 
enu. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States : 

To  the  Route  of  Bepreaenialitei  U,  8. : 

During  the  lut  session,  information  was  ^vea 
to  Congress,  by'xbe  Execadve,  that  measures  had 
been  taken  to  ascertain  "  the  political,  military,  and 
dvil  condition  of  TeziSL**  I  now  submit,  for  your 
conffldent^n,  extntfits  from  the  report  of  the  agent 
who  bad  been  appointed  to  collect  it,  relative  to  the 
condidon  of  that  coantty. 

No  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Executive  to- 
wards the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
Texas ;  and  the  whole  snbjeot  would  have  been  l«ft 
without  ftartber  remark,  on  the  infonnation  now 
given  to  CoDgreas,  were  it  not  that  the  two  Houses, 
at  tlieir  last  seadon,  acting  Separately,  passed  reso- 
lutions  "  that  the  independence  of  Texas  ought  to 
be  acknowledged  by  Uie  TJnited  States,  whenever 
satisfactory  informaaon  should  be  received  that  it 
had  in  successful  operation  a  civil  Government, 
camble  of  perfonniog  the  duties  and  fulfilling  the 
obfigations  of  an  independent  power."  This 
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of  interest  in  the  qneition  c£  the  independence  of 
Texas,  and  intUoadonoftbe  views  of  Congrea,  make 
it  proper  that  I  ilioiild,  nmevliat  in  detail,  pfeeent 
the  conaideratioDB  that  bare  governed  the  SbiecndTe 
in  continning  to  occnpy  the  groond  preriouslj  taken 
in  the  contf»t  Iwtween  Mexico  and  Texas. 

The  acknowledgment  of  a  new  State  as  inde- 
pendent, and  entitled  to  a  place  in  the  fiunily  of  na- 
tiona,  is  at  all  times  an  act  of  great  deUcaey  and 
tesponribility ;  but  more  especiallT  so  when  saeb 
State  has  forcibly  separated  itself  from  another,  of 
wUcb  it  bad  formed  an  integral  part,  and  wUch 
sUU  claims  dominion  over  it.  A  prettMtnre  recogni- 
tion, under  these  circomstonces,  if  not  looked  upon 
as  jastiflable  cause  of  war,  is  always  liable  to  tw  re- 
nrded  as  a  proof  of  an  unfriendly  spirit  to  one  of 
we  omtmding  parties.  All  que^os  relatire  to 
tlie  government  of  fiarelgn  nauons,  whether  of  the 
old  or  new  world,  bare  been  treated  by  the  ITnlted 
States  as  qnestitms  of  &ct  only ;  and  our  predeces- 
sors bare  eautiongly  abstained  from  deciding  upon 
them  until  the  clearest  endeQce  was  in  their  pos- 
session, to  enable  them  not  only  to  decide  correctly, 
but  to  Aield  thnr  decisions  from  ereir  unworthy 
Inpatatlon.  In  all  the  contests  that  have  arisen 
oat  of  the  rerolntioDS  of  France,  oat  of  the  dlspu^s 
relating  to  the  crowns  of  Portugal  and  Bpaln,  out 
of  tiie  revolationary  movements  in  those  kmgdoms, 
out  of  the  separation  of  the  American  poBsesrious 
of  both  from  the  European  Governments!,  and  out 
of  tiie  numerous  and  constantiy  occurring  struggles 
for  dominion  in  Spanish  America,  so  wisely  conust- 
ent  with  our  Just  ptinciides  baa  been  the  action  of 
our  Government,  that  we  have,  under  the  most  crit- 
ical circumstances,  avoided  all  censure,  and  en- 
countered no  other  evii  than  that  produced  by  a 
transient  estrangement  of  good  will  in  those  against 
whom  we  have  been,  by  force  of  evidence,  com- 
pelled to  decide. 

It  has  thus  been  made  known  to  the  worid  that 
the  vAXorm  pdicy  and  practice  of  the  United  States 
!^  to  avtdd  all  Inteiftrenoe  In  disputes  wUch  mere- 
ly relate  to  the  internal  government  of  other  nations, 
and  eventually  to  recognize  the  authority  of  the 
prev^ng  part^,  without  reference  to  our  particular 
interests  and  views,  or  to  the  merits  of  the  original 
controversy.  Public  opinion  here  is  so  flnnly  estab- 
lished and  so  well  und^vtood  in  ftror  of  this  policy, 
that  no  serious  disagreement  has  ever  arisen  amoog 
ourselves  in  relation  to  it,  althongh  broogbt  under 
review  in  a  variety  of  forms,  and  at  peruids  when 
the  minds  of  the  people  were  greaUy  excited  by  the 
agitation  of  topics  purely  domestic  in  their  char- 
■oter.  Nor  has  any  deliberate  inquiry  ever  been 
Instituted  in  Congress,  or  in  any  of  our  legislative 
bodies,  as  to  whom  belraged  the  power  of  original- 
ly recognizing  a  new  State—a  fowflr  tiy  exerdse 
«f  which  Is  eqtdvalent,  imder  some  circumstances, 
to  a  declaration  of  war — a  power  nowhere  express- 
ly delegated,  and  only  granted  In  the  constitution, 
as  it  is  neceeaarily  involved  in  some  of  the  great 

gvwers  given  to  Congress;  in  that  given  to  the 
resident  and  Sraiate  to  form  treaties  with  fwdgn 
powen,  and  to  wptdnt  ambsssadors  and  other  pob- 
He  ministers;  and  In  that  oraferrednpra  the  Pres- 
ident to  receive  nJnlsters  from  foreign  nations. 

In  the  preamble  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  it  Is  distinctiy  Intimated  that 
the  expediency  of  recognidng  the  independence  of 
Texas  ahoidd  be  left  to  the  decision  of  Congress 
In  this  view,  oa  the  grcmnd  of  ezped^wy,  i  am 
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disposed  to  concur ;  and  do  not,  therefore,  couider 
it  neoeasary  to  express  any  optsion  as  to  the  strict 
oonstitntional  right  of  the  ExecntiTe,  ^ther  apart 
ftom  or  in  conjunction  with  the  Senate,  over  the 
subject.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  on  no  future 
occasion  will  a  dispute  arise,  as  none  has  herett^re 
occurred,  between  the  Executive  and  Le^datare, 
in  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  recognition.  It  will 
always  be  conddered  coadstent  with  the  s^nrit  of 
the  constitution,  and  most  safe,  thrt  it  should  be 
exeicised,  when  probably  leading  to  war,  with  a 
previous  understanding  with  that  body  by  whom 
war  can  alone  be  declared,  and  by  whom  all  the 

frovislons  for  sn|bLining  its  perils  must  be  fumidied. 
ts  submission  tWiJongress,  which  represents  In  one 
of  its  branches  the  States  of  this  Union,  and  in  the 
other  the  people  of  the  United  States,  where  there 
may  be  reasonable  ground  to  ammhend  so  grave  a 
consequence,  would  certainly  aflrard  the  falkst  sat- 
isfaction to  our  own  country,  and  a  perfect  guar- 
antee to  all  other  nations,  of  the  justice  and  pru- 
dence of  the  measures  which  might  be  adopted. 

In  maiung  these  suggestions.  It  is  not  my  pur^ 
pose  to  relieve  myself  from  the  reqranribSlty  of  ex- 
presring  my  own  ofrfidons  of  the  coarse  the  Inters 
ests  of  ouF  country  prescribe,  and  Us  honor 'permits 
US  to  foUow. 

It  Is  scarcely  to  be  Imagined  that  a  question  of 
this  character  could  be  presented,  in  relation  to 
which  it  would  be  more  diiBcult  for  the'  United 
States  to  avoid  exdtlng  tiie  suspidon  and  jealousy 
of  other  powers,  and  maintdn  their  established 
character  for  &ir  and  Impartial  dealing.  But  on 
this,  as  on  every  trying  occasion,  safety  is  to  be 
found  in  a  rigid  adherence  to  princijde. 

In  the  contest  between  Spain  and  her  revolted 
ooltMiies  we  stood  aloof,  and  waited  not  only  until 
the  ability  of  the  new  States  to  protect  themaelvea 
was  fully  established,  but  until  the  danger  of  their 
t)eing  agun  subjugated  had  entir^y  passed  away. 
Then,  and  not  tiU  then,  were  they  recognized.  Such 
was  onr  coarse  In  regard  to  Ibniico  berseUl  The 
same  policy  was  observed  in  alt  the  dbpntes  grow- 
ing out  of  the  separation  Into  distinct  Governments 
of  those  Spanish  American  States  who  began  or 
carried  on  the  contest  with  the  parent  country,  uni- 
ted under  one  form  of  government.  We  acknowl- 
edged the  separate  Independence  of  New  Granada, 
of  Venezuela,  and  of  Eci^ador,  only  after  thdr  In- 
dependent existence  was  no  longer  a  subject  of  dis* 
pnte,  or  was  actually  acquiesced  in  by  tiiose  with 
whom  they  had  been  previously  united.  It  is  true 
that,  wiUk  regard  to  Texas,  the  civU  authority 
Kewo  has  been  expelled,  its  invading  army  defeat- 
ed, and  the  chief  of  the  repabiic  hinuelf  captured, 
and  all  present  power  to  control  the  newly  organ- 
ized Government  of  Texas  annihilated  within  its 
confines.  But,  on  the  other  band,  there  ii^  In  ap- 
pearance at  least,  an  immense  disparity  of  piysiul 
force  on  the  itide  of  Uexico.  The  Mexican  republic, 
under  another  Executive,  is  rallying  its  forces  under 
a  new  leader,  and  menadng  a  fresh  iavadon  to  re- 
cover its  lost  dominion. 

Uptm  the  issos  of  tids  .threatened  hvadon,  the 
bdependence  of  Texas  may  be  eonudered  as  sus- 
pended; and  were  there  nothing  peculiar  in  the 
relative  dtuaiion  of  the  United  States  and  Texas, 
our  acknowledgment  of  its  independence  at  such  a 
crisis  could  scarcely  be  regarded  as  coosEsteni  with 
that  prudent  reserve  with  which  we  have  hereto- 
fore held  oorselves  bound  to  treat  all  abnilar  qoee- 
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tions.  Bot  there  are  circuiBAtaooea  in  the  nations 
of  the  two  oountriefl  which  require  ub  to  Mt,  on 
this  occatfon,  with  even  more  tbui  our  wonted  cau- 
tion. TexM  was  once  claimed  as  a  part  of  oar 
property,  and  there  are  those  among  our  citizens 
who,  always  reluctant  to  abandon  that  claim,  can- 
not but  regard  with  solicitude  the  prospect  of  the 
reunion  of  the  territory  to  this  countrf.  A  large 
proportion  of  its  civilized  inhabitants  are  emigrants 
&om  the  TJtuted  States ;  spealc  the  same  langnage 
with  ourselves;  cherifllithe8amepriiiaipIea,p<&Ucal. 
andrelifpous;  andareboondtomanyofourcldzens 
hy  ties  of  friendship  and  kindred  blood ;  and,  more 
than  alt,  it  is  known  that  the  people  of  that  country 
have  institnted  the  same  form  of  goremment  with 
our  own;  and  have,  since  the  close  of  your  lasL 
session,  openly  resolved,  on  the  acknowledgment 
by  OS  of  toeir  independence,  to  seek  admission  into 
the  ViUou  as  one  of  the  Federal  States.  This  last 
circomstance  Is  a  matter  of  peculiar  delicacy,  and 
forces  opon  us  considerations  of  the  gravest  char- 
acter. The  title  of  Texas  to  the  territory  she  claims 
is  identified  with  her  independence ;  she  asks  us  to 
acknowledge  that  title  to  the  territory,  with  an 
avowed  design  to  treat  immediately  of  its  transfer 
to  the  United  States.  It  becomes  as  to  beware  of 
a  too  early  movement,  as  it  might  anltjeGt  us,  how- 
ever unjoatly,  to  the  imputation  (tf  seeking  to  es- 
tablish the  clum  of  our  neighbors  to  a  territory, 
wiih  a  view  to  its  subsequent  acqt^tion  by  our- 
selves. Prudence,  therefore,  seems  to  dictate  that 
we  should  still  stand  aloof,  and  maintain  our  present 
atUtudo,  if  not  until  Uezico  itself^  or  one  of  the 
great  foreign  powers,  shall  recognize  tbe  independ< 
ence  of  tbe  new  Goremment,  at  least  until  tbe  lapse 
of  time  or  the  coarse  of  events  shall  have  proved, 
beyond  cavil  or  dispute,  tbe  ability  of  the  geople  of 
that  country  to  maintain  their  separate  sovereignty, 
and  to  uphold  the  Government  constituted  by  &em. 
Xeither  of  the  contending  parties  can  justly  com- ' 
pluB  of  this  course.  Sy  pursuing  It,  we  are  bat . 
carrying  out  the  long  established  poUcy  of  our  Qov- 
ctnment — a  ptdloy  which  has  secored  to  us  rei^ect 
and  iofloeDCB  abroad,  and  Inspired  oonfldenoe  at 
borne. 

Having  thus  discharged  my  duty,  by  presenting 
with  umplicity  and  directness  tbe  viiews  which,  after 
much  xenectioo,  I  have  been  led  to  take  of  this  im- 
portant subject,  I  have  only  to  add  the  expression 
of  my  confidence  that,  if  Congress  shall  differ  with 
me  upon  it,  their  judgment  will  be  tbe  result  of 
dispassionate,  prudent,  and  wise  deliberation ;  with 
the  assurance  tiiat,  during  the  short  time  I  shall 
continue  connected  with  the  Government,  I  shall 
promptly  and  cordiaUy  unite  with  you  in  such  meas- 
ures as  may  be  deemd  beat  fitted  to  increase  the 
prosparity  uid  perpetoate  the  peace  of  our  favored 
country. 

Ain>REn^  JACKSON. 
yfjiMBMwaimi,  Deembar  21, 1830. 

The  TM^ng  of  tiie  HeasBge  ha^ng  been  ockd- 

duded, 

Mr.  HowABD  moved  thai  the  some,  with  the 
aecompanying  doonmeQta,  b«  referred  to  the 
Committee  oa  Foreign  Affi^rs,  and  that  they 
be  printed ;  which  motioa  prevailed. 

Mr.  Bbioob  moved  that  10,000  extra  oopieB 
of  tiie  Message  and  dooaments  he  printed. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Fkuok  mored  20fiW>, 


[H.  or  B. 

The  qnestioa  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  print  30,000  extra  o<^e8,  wUoh  was  agreed 

to. 


MoTOiT,  December  26. 

WiLUAM  0.  Dawson,  elected  from  Qeor^a, 
to  fill  the  Tscanoy  occasioned  by  the  decease 
of  General  Oofvbs,  appeared,  was  qualified,  did 
took  hia  seat, 

Geologieal  JBseonnamanee. 

The  fbllowing  resdntion,  offered  by  Mr.  Hes- 
vxaaom  on  the  20tii  instant^  was  then  taken  vp : 

Seaolved,  That  S,000  copies  of  the  Senate  docu- 
ment No.  833,  entitled  "  Bqmrt  of  a  Gecdcwical  Re- 
connoissance  made  in  1836,  from  the  seat  ofGloTem- 
ment,  by  the  way  of  Green  Bay  and  the  Wtsconun 
Territory,  to  the  Coteau  De  Prairie,  by  G.  W.  Fea- 
therstonhaugh,  United  States  geolwist,"  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this  House. ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H,,  the  resolution  "was 
modified  by  the  addition  of  the  following  words : 
"under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Featherstonhaogh." 

Mr.  PxBKBB  Directed  to  the  resolution,  nmesa 
Bome  gentleman  woold  give  good  reaBMW  for 
its  adoption. 

Mr.  G.  LsB  sud  he  had  voted  uniformly  for 
motions  to  print  tbe  pnhlio  documents;  the 
pet^le  were  entitled  to  the  knowledge  of  all 
the  prooee^ngs  of  the  Government ;  tiliey  desire 
this  knowledge,  and  he  had  Been  no  doooment 
which  was  not  proper  and  nseftal  fbr  the  people 
to  read  and  discaas. 

The  gentleman  from  Now  Jersey  asks  who 
wants  we  docnment — who  will  read  it?  and 
expresses  an  opinion  that  not  one  in  one  hun- 
dred thousand  will  read  it.  I  will  inform  the 
sentleman  that  several  Bcientifio  gentlemen 
have  written  to  me  for  copies.  I  have  this  day 
applied  at  the  docnment  o£Soe  for  them,  and 
am  informed  that  not  a  single  copy  remains. 
The  subject  of  the  geology  of  onr  country  is  an 
interesting  snhjeot  to  all  olasBea,  and  espedally 
the  geology  of  our  wide  spread,  hitherto  unex- 
plored r^ona ;  and  I  beUeve  the  very  reverse 
of  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  iTew  Jer- 
sey womd  be  nearer  the  ieuQi.  I  believe  that 
not  one  in  one  hundred  thousand  of  the  reading 
community  would  fail  to  read  it,  if  they  had  the 
document ;  and  I  believe,  moreover,  that  the 
printing  and  the  diatribntion  by  Congress  is  the 
most  convenient  and  the  die^^est  mode  of  dis- 
seminating informatioii  that  can  he  devised. 

Mr.  Bbix  wished  to  know  if  this  work  had 
been  examined  by  any  one  competent  to  jndge 
of  its  merits ;  for  they  had  often  ordered  books 
to  be  printed  which  tnmed  out  to  be  worthless. 
He  moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  HsNDKBsoK  accepted  this  as  a  modifica- 
ti<Hi ;  and,  BO  modified,  the  resolution  vas  agreed 
to. 


CeofnytoBf  Rccomuiiiana. 
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TuzBDAT,  December  27. 

The  following  MeaBsge  was  reo^Ted  from 
fhe  President  of  the  United  States : 

tke  SetuUe  and  Hwm  of  SepreteiUatiiitat^Ae 
United  Stattt  of  Amariea : 

Bj  the  second  secUon  of  the  act  "to  efltabUsh 
tBa  northern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Oliio, 
ftnd  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the  conditions  there- 
in expreaaed,"  approved  June  I6th,  1830,  the  cob- 
sUtution  and  State  OoTemment  which  the  people 
of  Micfaigan  had  formed  for  theouelvei  wu  n^^d 
and  eonfirxaed,  and  the  State  of  HicUgan  deebved 
to  be  one  of  the  United  States  of  Amerioa,  and  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  but  on  the  express  oonditioQ 
that  the  said  State  should  con^  of,  and  have  juris- 
^ction  orer,  all  the  territory  included  within  cer- 
tun  boundarlea  described  In  the  act,  and  orer  none 
other.  It  was  further  enacted,  b;  the  third  section 
of  the  same  law,  that,  as  a  compliance  with  the 
fimdamental  conation  of  admission,  the  boundaries 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  as  thus  described,  declared, 
and  established,  should  "  receive  the  assent  of  a 
convention  of  delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of 
said  State  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giring  Uie  assent 
therrin  required ;  that,  as  soon  as  soch  assent  should 
be  ^Ten,  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  should 
annDODce  the  same  by  proclamali<m;  aod  that, 
therenpon,  and  withont  any  ftirther  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  the  admission  of  the  State  in- 
to the  Union,  as  one  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri-, 
ca,  should  be  considered  as  complete,  and  her  Sen-' 
ators  and  Sepresentatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
ITnited  States  entitled  to  take  their  seats  without 
fiirther  delay. 

In  the  month  of  Kovember  last,  I  received  a 
communication,  enclosing  the  official  proceedings 
of  a  convention  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  HIchlgMi,  on  toe 
2flth  of  September,  1886,  all  which  are  herewith 
ltdd  before  you.  It  will  be  seen,  by  these  papers, 
that  the  convention,  therdn  referred  to,  was  elected 
Iff  the  people  of  IfioUgnn,  porsnant  to  an  act  of 
the  State  UgUiAire,  passed  on  the  S6th  of  July 
last,  in  consequence  of  the  above  mentioned  act  of 
Oongreas,  and  that  it  declined  ^ving  its  assent  to 
the  fundamental  condition  prescribed  by  Congress, 
and  r^e^ted  the  same. 

On  the  24th  instant,  the  accompanying  paper, 
with  its  endosure.  containing  the  proceedings  of  a 
oonrention  of  delegates  subsequently  elected,  and 
held  in  the  State  ofHlcbigan,  was  presented  to  me. 
By  these  papers,  which  are  also  herewith  submitted 
for  yonr  condderation,  it  appears  that  elections 
were-  held  In  all  the  counties  of  the  State  except 
two,  on  the  6th  and  6th  day  of  December,  instant, 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  convention  of  dele- 
ntes  to  give  the  sssent  required  by  Congress ;  tliat 
the  dele^ttea  then  elected  assembled  in  convention 
on  the  14th  day  of  December,  instant;  and  that  on 
the  following  day  the  assent  of  the  body  to  the 
fundamental  condition  above  stated  was  fimnally 
given. 

This  latter  convention  was  not  held  or  elected 
by  virtue  of  any  act  of  the  Territorial  or  State  Le- 
priatnre  ;  It  originated  iVom  the  people  tiiemaelves, 
and  was  chosen  by  them  in  porsoaneoof  restdndaiB 
adopted  in  primaiy  assemMwsi  held  In  the  respeo* 


P^ECBMBBB,  1886. 

tive  counties.  The  act  of  Congress,  however,  does 
not  presoibe  by  what  anthoiity  the  eonventloB 
sham  be  ordereo,  or  Uie  time  wnen  or  the  manner 
in  which  It  shall  be  chosen.  Had  these  latter  pro- 
ceedings come  to  me  daring  the  recess  of  Congress, 
I  should  therefore  have  felt  it  my  duty,  on  bdng 
satisfied  that  they  emanated  from  a  convention  of 
delegates  elected  in  pcunt  of  fact  by  the  pe<Hde  of 
thp  State,  for  the  piupose  required,  to  have  nsoed 
my  proclamadon  thereon,  as  provided  by  law.  But 
as  the  authority  conferred  on  the  President  was 
evidently  given  to  him  under  the  expectation  that 
the  asbent  of  the  convention  might  be  laid  Before 
him  daring  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  to  avdd  the 
delay  of  a  postponement  until  the  meeting  of  that 
body,  and  as  the  circumstances  which  now  attend 
the  case  are  in  other  respects  peculiar,  and  such  as 
coold  not  have  been  foreseen  when  the  act  of  Jnne 
16,  1886,  was  passed,  I  dean  It  -most  agreeable  to 
the  intent  of  that  law,  and  proper  for  other  reasons, 
that  the  whole  subject  shonld  be  snbmitted  to  the 
decirion  of  Congress.  The  importance  of  yonr  ear- 
ly action  npon  ft  is  too  obvious  to  need  remark. 

ANDBEW  JACKSON. 
Wasbixqtoii,  IketmbtTy  1886. 

The  Message,  having  been  read,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Cbaio,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  t}ie  Judiciary,  and,  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  ordered  to  be  printed. 


TTednksdat,  December  28. 

Extenaion  t^fthe  Psristm  ^&tem, 

Mr.  ^Atuffi  sabmitted  tbe  foUowing : 

Jteaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pendens  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  Uiird  section  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  granting  half  pay  to  widows  or  orphans,  where 
tfieir  husbands  or  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  In- 
ceitain  esses,  and  for  other  poiposes,"  approved  July 
4,  1836,  so  as  to  extend  the  proviaons  of  that  section 
to  all  widows  of  ofBcers  and  soldiers  of  the  war  of  the 
Bevolution  whose  husbands  were  entitled  to  a  poi- 
non,  excepting  cases  of  second  marriage  after  the 
t^minalJon  of  the  war. 

The  resolatioa  was  then  agreed  to,  mm.  du. 


IbcmDAT,  December  S9. 

Paper  Monty  vs.  the  Gonatitutioital  Gurreney. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  memorial,  presented  at  the  last 
session  of  Gongres^  and  uud  on  the  table,  and 
again  brooght  to  the  attention  of  the  Ilonsa 
yesterday  by  Mr.  GALBSurn : 

To  the  honorahU  tht  Senate  and  Htynee  of  P#pr«- 
tentaiivet  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Von- 
gre»»  aitanbled; 

The  memorial  of  the  underrigned,  ciUseos  of 
Pennsi^vanla,  re^>ectfally  represents :  Hist  we.  In 
common  with  a  large  portion  of  our  Callow-dtiiais, 
have^  fbr  aone  time  past,  newed  wltti  MMna  dqpee 


Paper  Mone<i  vs.  tkt  ConttUuUonaJ  Currency. 
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Executive  Admtmilratioi^—Bfr.  TFue'a  JieiabitioH. 


[K.  or  B. 


of  alann  the  rapid  enoroaobments  of  Inoorponted 
companies  upon  the  llbotiM  and  rij^ta  of  th^  peo- 
ple, particnluly  tbow  eetabliabed  for  the  purpose  of 
benking.  Ai  tbe  system  now  exists  in  the  several 
States  uoorporating  ecH&paiiies  for  that  purpose,  it 
destroys,  as  ve  conceive,  the  desigc  of  the  CoBstitu- 
tioD  of  the  United  States,  which  prohibits  the  States 
&om  coining  money,  emitting  bills  of  credit,  &c-  The 
notes  or  bithi  of  those  booking  companies,  incorpo- 
rated by  tbe  States,  are  i^dly  taking  the  place  of 
the  cnutitatimial  cnrrencv  of  tiie  country — gold  and 
tflver— and  &  continued  fluctutifni  and  oneertainty 
produoed  in  the  circulating  me^um,  vhich  tbe  con- 
stitution intended  ^ould  be  steady  and  permanent 
Under  these  •drcumstaaces,  we  beg  leave,  respect- 
f\Uly,  to  suggest  to  the  ccuisideraQon  of  .  Congress 
the  i«oiwiety  of  proposing  an  amendment  to  tbe  Con- 
■titwon  of  the  United  SUtes,  for  the  udoip&oak  of  the 
wreral  SMes,  restricting  the  Incorporation  of  bank- 
ing fl^fmp^ni^M^  gai  limiting  thus  in  their  issues  of 
bank  notes.  We  wish  not  to  be  oon^»ed  as  asking 
for  any  powers  bein^  given  to  Congress  to  incorpo- 
rate cominnies  of  tins  description,  but  simply  the  re- 
Strictiog  of  the  States.  We  are  opposed  to  tbe  in- 
crease of  pofrer  in  the  Natioiud  GoTeinment,  or  a 
conaoli^ted  Gtovenuoent;  but  If  the  system  before 
mentitHied  be  permitted  to  nogress  as  it  has  for  the 
last  few  nan,  >ra  apprehend  tbe  coDseqaences  to  the 
oommnmty  may  be  serious,  and  dangerous  to  ihe 
atabUity  of  our  republican  institutions. 

Tour  mefborialists  beg  leave  furtiier  to  represent, 
that  they  have  undeistood  that  tbe  new  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  chartered  by  tbe  L^islature  of  Fenn- 
qrlTuda,  is  now  reisBuing  tbe  notes  of  the  old  Bank 
of  the  Umted  StBte^  In  which  the  United  States  was 
a  stodiLhoIder  to  the  amount  of  one-fifth  of  the  stock ; 
tiius  unwarrantably  and  fraudulentiy,  aa  we  believe, 
involving  the  fiiith  and  credit  of  the  United  States, 
1»inging  this  State  into  collision  with  the  other  sis- 
ters of  tbe  confederacy',  and  calculated  to  produce 
ccmfbdui  and  disorder  in  the  circulatiiu  medium  of 
the  country.  Toarmemorialists,tha'^re,  beg  leave 
to  call  the  attention  o£  Congrees  to  the  subject,  to  in- 
quire whether  tbe  ftot  be  aa  has  been  reported ;  and. 
if  so,  if  there  are  any  means  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, to  prevent  such  gross  and  improper  practices 
vfon.  the  Government  And  yonr  memorialists,  as 
In  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  tio. 

George  Kribbs.  William  TtAm, 

^Villiam  U.  Walker.        Geo.  fi.  Espy. 

John  flamo,  jr.  Wm.  H  SiMiey. 

Daniel  Brown.  A.  Plumer. 

A.  Webber.  Chas.  W.  Mackey. 
James  Adams.  James  Tinnear. 
Jacob  Dnbba,  jr.            John  Synd. 
JoD^ban  Ayres.  Wnf.  Kiell. 
Jtdut  Sing^etmL  Ji^Harlin. 

B.  A.  Plainer.  Thoa.  a  UcDoweD. 
James  Adams.  Robert  J.  'SeSiL 
Jaqiea  B.  Snowden.         John  Neill. 
James  Thompson.  Harrison  Wllkins. 
Samuel  C.  &nall.  George  Sutiey. 

This  memorial  Sfr.  Oaibraith  haTing  moved 
to  refer  to  a  select  committee,  and  the  question 
npon  that  disposition  of  it  having  been  stated 
m>m  the  Chair,  a  debate  arose,  in  which  Uessrs. 
Galbbaith,  LmcoLH,  Habpbb,  Dsmnr,  Ohajc- 
BEBs,  Vasdsbpoel,  and  Etsbktt  took  part: 
when  Mr.  GALBBAiTH'a  motion  was  adopted  and 
ft  oomn^titee  of  nine  o^fnnted. 


[The  oommittee  was  of  the  following  gentle- 
men: Messrs.  Oai3baith,  of  Pennsylvania; 
BraiGBT,  of  North  Carolina ;  Etbbezt,  of  Ver- 
mont ;  Mason,  of  Maine ;  Lihooln,  <k  Maasa- 
chosetta ;  Mann,  <rf  New  York ;  Jbkiteb,  of 
Maryland;  HouBT,  of  Qe(^a:  andOBUck  itf 
Virginia.] 


Tetobsdat,  January  6, 183^. 

Mcmttive  AdminiMtration — Mr.  Wisest  JBe$&ln. 

tion. 

The  House  resmned  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Wise,  toge- 
ther with  the  pending  amendment  of  Mr.  D.  J. 
Peabob,  proTidiog  for  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  inqoire  into  the  administra- 
tion of  the  ezetmliTe  departments. 

Mr.  HAifnaAir  said  tlahallTOte  for  the  res- 
olatil<m  as  proposed  by  my  fHend  fh>m  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  WiBB.)  The  vote,  however,  will  not 
be  given  for  tiie  same  reasons  assigned  a  day  or 
two  since  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  P^oEBNS,)  or  for  those  ^ven  in  the 
main  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Virgiaia,  (Mr. 
BobbbtsohO  So  far  as  the  latter  gentleman's 
assignment  was  based  upon  the  spirit  of  iuqul- 
ry,  or  the  right  and  power  of  thia  House  to  in- 
vestigate fully  and  freely,  and  at  any  moment 
the  affurs  of  the  different  departments  and 
bnreans  of  the  Government,  he  ooncorred  wiUi 
him  to  the  nttermoat.  It  was  a  right  upon 
which  mi^t  besud  emphatically  to  Bang  the 
purity  of  uie  Govenmient  and  the  liberties  of 
the  pw^e ;  a  right  for  the  exercise  of  whieh 
he  had  ever  contended,  in  its  fullest  saA  broad- 
est sense,  and  which  he  could  not  now  surren- 
der; a  power  whi<^  when  denied  by  the  Bauk 
of  the  United  States,  and  its  friends  on  that 
floor  and  elsewhere,  he  should,  to  the  last  hour 
of  his  life,  consider  as  a.  denial  of  the  essential 
principle  of  popnlar  Government 

So  mr,  however,  as  the  gentleman's  ai^;mnent 
concerned  the  existence  of  corruption,  and  the 
practice  of  abases  in  tiie  different  departments, 
the  improper  or  unjust  exerdae  of  executive  or 
other  official  inflnenoe  on  the  politics  of  the  day 
or  the  recent  decUona,  and  the  necessity  of  the 
proposed  investigati(ni  for  these  purposes,  he 
diflrered  with  him  in  the  widest  sense  of  the 
word. 

Keitha  abnaes  nor  eorruptioua  would,  aa 
Mr.  H.  bdieved,  be  fonnd  existing  iu  any  of 
the  departments ;  and  the  fbUer  and  more  open 
the  investigation  should  be,  the  more  ocmiplete, 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  the  vindication  of 
those  against  whom  the  charges  are  to  be  level- 
led. That  vindication  was  what  no  correct 
man  oonld  feel  inclined  to  deny,  if  based  upon 
justice  and  inuooenoe.  Begarding  them  in 
that  light,  he  had  no  fears  of  the  consequences; 
and  should  they  be  found  otherwise,  it  was  dne 
to  the  conntry,  to  those  who  had  been  deceived, 
to  tike  venerable  Chief  Magistrate,  agfunst  whom 
he  believed  no  man  Ikfd  ever  yet  direoted  the 
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charge  ot  eorrnpttOD,  didKmor.  or  diahonesty, 
that  the  gaiU  should  be  enosed,  and  the  gidlt/ 
brought  to  ponishineiit.  With  the  honwaUe 
mover  of  the  resohition,  he  was  willing  to  go 
everj 'length  in  porsnit  of  the  pecnlator  and 
the  plonderer.  The  crj  that  snoh  vera  abroad, 
■  that  they  were  fattening  on  the  public  crib, 
that  tiiej  were  hidden  in  the  recesses  of  the 
departments,  had  been  resounding  through  the 
hall  every  day  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present,  and  indeed  daring  the  greater  part  of 
the  last  session.  The  pnblie  mind  was  con- 
stantly turned  by  gentlemen  here  to  this  one 
theme ;  and  it  seemed  to  him  high  time  t^at  all 
this  ooirnption,  none  of  which,  however,  he 
had  yet  hcnrd  specified,  shonld  be  looked  mto, 
probed,  corrected. 

There  was  an  individual,  too,  connected  with 
this  bu^ness,  whose  name,  from  its  frequent 
repetition  by  honorable  gentlem^  in  their 
plaoes,  the  very  parrots  themselves,  had  they 
been  present,  would  have  learned  to  utter  ere 
this ;  an  individual  whom  he  knew  iu  private 
life,  and  knew  there  without  reproaoli,  yet 
whose  name  here  wss  daily  connected  witii  the 
worst  practices.  This  indtvidnal  common  jus- 
tice entitled  at  least  to  trial,  before  eondemuA- 
lion.  Mr.  H.,  as  everybody  would  understand, 
allnded  to  Beuben  M.  Whitney,  the  sum  and 
sabstanoe  of  the  diarge  against  whom,  so  fhr  as 
spedfloaUoDB  went,  amounted  to  the  fact  that 
he  wu  employed  as  an  agent  by  some  of  the 
d^ont  banks,  his  employment  as  an  agent  of 
the  Government  being  presumed  solely  from 
the  appearance  of  his  name  affixed  to  a  sign  be- 
fore one  of  the  rooms  in  the  building  occupied 
by  the  Treasury  Department.  Tliia  fact  alone 
might,  with  a  Jury  predetermined  to  bang  both 
him  and  Mr.  Woodbury,  be  sufficient  proof; 
but  certainly,  if  no  suoh  prior  determination 
existed,  it  could  not  be  construed  into  proof 
pontive  of  a  knowledge  on  either  part  that  the 
other  existed. 

Justice  to  this  individual  himself,  to  his  fam- 
ily, to  the  country,  demanded  an  expose  of  the 
attitude  which  he  occupied  officially  towards 
the  Goreniment. 

3fr,  H.  Bud,  throughout  the  period  of  this 
session,  there  was  one  thing  he  had  o^erv- 
ed  with  pain ;  a  course  which  be  beUeved  had 
no  precedent  in  the  past  bistOTy  of  the  country, 
and  the  memory  of  which  he  hoped  mi^t  be 
buried  forever  tub  the  termination  of  this  Con- 
gress. He  alluded  to  the  tact  of  the  determin- 
ed spirit  of  animosity^  the  same  relentless  oppo- 
sition, which,  during  the  past  seven  years,  bad 
been  exhibited  in  the  House  agunst  the  Ftm- 
ident,  continuing  to  evince  itseu  up  to  the  hour 
when  he  was  retiring  finally  from  the  public 
stage.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  rancor 
of  party,  he  believed,  from  all  the  informatirai 
he  had,  that  the  hut  session  of  an  Executive  had 
hitherto  been  pennitted  to  pass,  if  not  entirely 
In  oalnmesB  and  peaoev  sbonu  at  leasts  of  the  vir- 
nlenoe  and  nuuNV  of  eherished  hatOb  He  pre* 
aomed  notto  be  aoonsaenoo-keeperfiff  othen, 
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nor  would  he  dictate  any  man's  ooorse;  but 
wen  he  now  the  enemy  of  the  venerable  nan 
who  had  so  long  occupied  a  distingoished  place 
in  the  eyes  of  his  own  country  and  the  world, 
he  oould  not  find  it  in  bis  heart,  at  this  period^ 
to  imbitter  a  single  breath  of  bis  allotted  exist* 
ence.  Whatever  feelings  of  hostility  he  mifj^t 
have  cherished  against  the  Executive  himself, 
the  policy  and  propriety  of  his  administration, 
he  would  at  this  hour  stand  silently  by,  and 
permit  the  curtain  to  drop  quietly  and  decently 
over  the  lost  scene.  What,  he  asked,  was  that 
scene,  and  who  the  great  actor,  that  the  curtain 
was  about  to  fall  upon?  It  was  the  last  retir- 
ing view  wMeh  Uie  world  could  have  of  a  man 
whose  eventM  life  had  famished  a  whole,  a 
heavy  Tolome  for  tiie  history  of  bis  country ; 
of  a  man  whose  imperishable  deeds  were  to  be 
written  in  other  languages,  and  read  in  other 
tongues,  and  never  read  in  any  land,  under  any 
sky  where  human  liberty  bad  a  votaiy,  without 
the  heartfelt  tribute  of  glowing  admiration ;  a 
man  upon  whom  bis  country,  almost  with  ac- 
clamation, bad  delighted  to  bestow  the  highest 
honors  of  the  State,  and  who  wore  those  honors 
as  became  them  both — his  only  aim  her  glory, 
her  prosperity,  her  happiness,  her  liberty. 

Let  the  records  of  nis  renown  be  sought 
where  they  may,  whether  emanating  from  the 
closet  or  achieved  in  the  field,  they  will  be 
found  alike  stamped  with  the  impress  of  a 
mighty  mind,  a  patriotic  and  devoted  heart. 
No  matter  in  what  manner  he  may  be  talked 
of  here,  what  obloquy  may  be  cast  upon  bis 
acts,  it  will  turn  to  nothing  in  the  end.  The 
glories  of  New  Orleuis,  of  Talladega,  of  the 
Horse-shoe,  cannot  be  stricken  from  the  annala 
of  American  history.  Posterity  will  read ;  and, 
in  aftertimes,  when  patriots  war  for  liberty, 
amid  the  strife^  the  hurry,  and  the  carnage,  the 
name  of  Andrew  Jackson  shall  be  the  talis- 
man, 

•>  To  stir  the  hants  or  man, 
As  flwDglL  'twan  the  tMttl»-dmBL" 

Long  hence,  when  the  rank  grass  shall  have 
grown,  and  withered  again  and  again,  over  the 
whole  animated  warm  motiw "  now  fllUng 
this  hall,  when  perhaps  none  will  be  fbund  to 
tell  where  most  of  us  lie ;  in  this  very  ball,  if 
liberty  and  union  remain,  the  name  he  had  just 
uttered  wonl^be  heard  resounding,  as  the  pre- 
server, in  a  trying  hour,  of  his  country's  polit* 
ical  freedom  and  the  pure  principles  of  her  con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  H.  sud  he  was  not  speaking  with  a  cour- 
tier's tongue,  for  such  a  lauffuage  he  had  yet  to 
learn,  or  such  a  feeling  to  cherish,  towards  cro- 
wed man.  It  was  not  the  part  ho  had  played 
in  his  intercourse  with  the  Freudent;  but 
whenever,  as  had  sometimes  been  the  case,  a 
difference  of  opinion  existed  between  them  on 
snl^ecta  in  which  he  himsdf  had  an  inters 
est,  hie  own  opinions  had  been  ^wken  to  the 
Prerident  promptly  and  warmly— it  mifj^t  be  at 
times  too  warmly  for  the  disparity  of  years. 
In  ^oUng  of  the  EzecntiiTe  now,  he  bad 
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^oken  of  him  as  one  abont  to  be  numbered 
with  the  past ;  as  one  with  whom  his  own  age 
was  on  the  eve  of  exchanging  monmfiil  adiens, 
and  upon  whose  ear  the  voice  alike  of  flattery 
and  of  {Headship,  of  low  detraction  and  of  manly 
enmity,  would  soon  fall  with  the  same  heavy, 
cold,  senseless  effect. 

From  first  to  last,  since  his  entry  into  Uie 
hall,  he  had  .sat  and  silently  heard  tiie  Presi- 
dent denonnced  as  d  tyrant,  branded,  almost  in 
tilie  same  breath,  with  the  opposite  epithets 
of  nsarper  and  dotard,  Fortnnately,  the  feel- 
ings which  inspired  such  language  ooold  not  be 
commnnicated  to  posterity ;  they  would  sink 
into  the  same  ^ave,  they  would  Ho  buried  in 
the  same  oblivion,  assigned  to  most  of  those 
who  cherished  them. 

History,  in  hei*  long-drawn  gallery,  will 
present  to  coming  time  no  portr^t  that  can  oc- 
cupy a  higlier  place  than  his  who  in  life  has 
been  so  traduced — none  that  shall  stand  forUi 
In  more  simple,  beantifbl,  living  relief. 

ikj  to  the  duracter  of  Hr.  van  Bnren'a  ad- 
ministration, not  having  the  gift  of  prescience, 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  sav  what  might  be 
its  residts.  He  looked  forward,  however,  with 
perfect  confidence,  to  a  continnance  of  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  Government  was  now 
ttdminl^red,  and  felt  satisfied  that,  in  this  ex- 
pectation, there  would  be  no  disappointment. 
That  violence  could  be  offered,  that  a  blow 
could  be  inflicted  upon  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution,  by  the  present  head  of 
the  Government,  was  a  state  of  things  which 
he  could  not  conceive  within  the  range  of  pos- 
sibility. It  would  argue  an  unhallowed  love 
of  power,  and  a  mist^prehensitm  or  a  hatred 
o!  uie  free  institations  of  his  native  soil,  in  the 
bosom  of  the  man.  Is  it,  he  would  ask,  likely 
that  sneh  feelings  could  now  tenant  the  heart 
of  Andrew  Jackson  ?  He  would  let  the  terms 
in  whic^is  firiend  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Pbttoit) 
had  spoken  of  the  President,  a  few  days  back, 
answer  the  question.  He  alluded  to  the  inter- 
view described  by  his  ft-iend  between  the  Pres-^ 
ident  and  one  of  the  Tennessee  Senators.  Was* 
he  planning  schemes  of  ^ower  for  himself  or 
another,  (hen  ?  Was  their  talk  of  treason  or 
nnholy  strati^m  f  'So,  sir,  no ;  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  told  us  it  was  of  the  grave— of 
dying — of  his  loved  Hermitage,  which  .he  wish- 
ed once  more  to  see,  and  where  he  hoped  his 

XI  might  close.  Can  it  be  that  saeh  a  man, 
r  having  toiled  in  the  cause  of  libn-ty  his 
whole  Ijfd,  should,  when  the  grave  and  m  Its 
mysteries  are  drawing  nigh,  seek,  as  the  last 
act  of  a  glorious  career,  to  impfdr  tiie.  princi- 
ples for  which  in  boyhood  he  bled ;  the  insti- 
tutions which  in  riper  years  he  uded  to 
strengthen  and  perfect ;  and  the  free  Govern- 
ment which,  in  the  full  maturity  of  manhood, 
he  triumphantly  sustained?  Let  it  not  be 
tiome  up(m  the  winds :  before  such  things  can 
exist,  toe  moral  order  of  nature  must  be  re- 
versed. . 

Ur.  HAimt  said:  We  are  ohaiged  vith  Iw 


[Sbhate. 

ing  influenced  by  the  "  spoils,"  and  with  ray- 
ing upon  them  to  insure  our  success.  By 
"spoils*'  they  mean  either  office  or  money. 
In  regard  to  the  former,  the  opposition  olum 
a  remarkable  share  of  disinterested  patriotism. 
If  we  believe  tbdr  aoc^not  of  it,  they  have  a 
great  aversion  to  office;  and  yet,  when  did 
they  ever  let  a  good  one  pass  by  without  grasp- 
ing at  it?  I  Can  ima^el  umost  see  their 
"  mouths  water  "  sometimes  for  a  taste  of  the 
"  Treasury  pap  " 

If  it  hELd  so  happened  that  Kr.  Van  Buren 
had  not  received  quite  votes  enough  to  elect 
him,  and  the  three  highest  candidates  had  come 
before  the  House  for  our  decision,  we  should 
have  had  great  diffionlty  in  arriving  at  a  con- 
clusion. There  would  have  been  no  intrigue  or 
bargain,  of  course  I  But  when  all  the  difficul- 
ties had  been  surmounted,  as  they  no  doubt 
would  have  been,  and  an  opp<»ition  man  elect- 
ed, then  we  should  have  seen  the  bef^nning  of 
tronbles.  What  would  have  been  the  policy  of 
his  admioistration,  no  man  Uving  can  tolL  His 
supporters  would  have  been  St  all  political 
creeds  and  complexions  under  heaven ;  as  op- 
posite  to  each  other  as  the  poles,  and  wholly 
irreconcilable.  He  could  not  nave  pleased  one 
set  of  them  without  displeasing  the  othora; 
and  if  he  had  compromised,  and  gone  some- 
times a  little  with  one  side,  and  then  leaned  a 
little  to  the  other,  he  would  have  been  doing 
precisely  what  they  charge  upon  General  Jack- 
son ;  and  would  therefore  have  displeased  them 
all  I 

But  this  is  not  the  grand  difficulty.  We  are 
told  that  professions  and  practice  ought  to  go 
together.  Now,  the  opposition  proiess  to  be- 
lieve that  our  friends  vho  are  in  office  are  un- 
worthy to  remain  there ;  so  they  shall  be  turn- 
ed out  fbrthwith.  Agidn,  they  profess  to  have 
a  m(Hrtal  hatred  for  office-holders;  and,  ot 
course,  none  of  them  would  bewilHng  to  fill 
the  vacancies  1  Here  would  be  one  of  the 
greatest  calamities  that  ever  befel  a  free  people 
— all  the  offices  of  the  country  vacant,  and  no 
one  to  fill  them  t  One  portion  of  the  country 
would  be  too  bad,  and  the  other  too  good,  to 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  public  office,  honor, 
or  emolument  I 

But  upon  the  subject  of  money,  of  mercenary 
motives  and  influences,  who  has  shown  the 
strongest  inclination  to  resort  to  such  means  to 
control  public  sentiment?  Who  are  the  friends 
of  banks,  of  the  Bask  of  the  United  States? 
Who  are  willing  to  sell  extraordinary  privileges 
fbr  bonuses  payable  in  money  ?  Who  are  me 
supporters  of  land  bills  and  distribution  bills? 
I  do  not  speak  of  the  deposit  bill  of  the  last  ses- 
sion. That  was  sustained  by  a  m^ority  of  my 
own  political  friends,  driven  to  it,  in  some  meas- 
ure, by  the  force  of  circumstances,  which  they 
coijld  not  fully  control ;  but  I  allude  to  a  per- 
manent system,  by  which  money  for  which  the 
Government  has  no  use,  is  to  be  drawn  from 
the  pockets  the  people ;  and,  after  p^ing 
IburorfiTeMtBof  pubUomenfteooUeeang  i^ 
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fin-  le^idating  npon  the  But^ect,  and  for  dis^b- 
nting  it  agwn,  we  retain  to  tlie  State  Gorem- 
ments  tiie  balanoe,  to  be  e]^>ended  in  sntdi  man- 
ner ai  tiiey  may  direct  The  General  Govern- 
ment has  no  Hght  to  do  this— it  is  a  fraud  upon 
the  people.  The  revenue  ^ould. be  cut  down 
Bo  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Gtovemment  and 
nothing  more ;  leaving  all  the  fruits  of  individ- 
ual industrj  beyond  that  in  people's  pock- 
ets, to  be  disposed  of  as  each  man  may  thinfc 
proper.  Such  is  the  democratic  doctrine;  bat 
the  opposition  will  not  go  for  this. 

The  indications  have  been  already  given  to 
the  country.  There  is  to  be  a  coalition  be- 
twerai  a  portion  of  the  South  and  the  manufac- 
turing interests  of  the  Korth.  The  preservation 
<^  the  "pablio  faith is  to  be  the  pretext  for 
collecting  a  surploa.  'The  "  eompnnnise  bill " 
is  said  to  have  pledged  the  public  futht  What 
an  absurdity  is  thisT  Sir,  I  would  r^ud  a  vio* 
lation  of  the  fdth  of  the  nation  with  as  much 
horror  as  any  gentleman  in  or  ont  of  this 
House,  A  nation  without  faith  is  like  an  indi- 
vidual whose  reputation  has  been  totally  de- 
stroyed ;  they  are  both  ver^  properly  excluded 
from  all  honorable  associations.  But  how  has 
public  faith  been  pledged  in  this  case  I  Can 
two  or  three  prominent  members  of  Congress 
make  an  arrangement,  and  obtain  the  passage 
of  a  law  whidi  is  to  bind  all  posterity  t  Have 
they  any  more  power  than  their  suoceesors} 
and,  if  BO,  whence  did  they  obtun  it  9  The 
idea  is  preposterons.  If  they  could  bind  ns  for 
tea  years,  they  can  do  so  for  fifty  or  a  hnndred; 
and  what  b^mes  of  popular  libwtj?  The 

compromise  act "  is  of  no  more  authority 
than  any  other  law  of  Congr^  and  can  be  re- 
pealed or  modified  at  any  time  we  may  think 
proper.  It  will  be  snstwned,  however,  I  have 
no  doabt,  and  an  enormous  amount  of  taxes 
thns  levied  upon  the  people,  to  be  divided  out 
again ;  keeping  up  swarms  of  unnecessary  offi- 
cers, and  enriching  one  portion  of  the  commn- 
nity  at  the  expense  of  another.  The  money  is 
Vever  returned  to  the  men  who  earned  it 
■*  Again :  it  is  charged  upon  this  administraUon 
ibat  It  has  increased  the  annual  expenditures  to 
a  large  amount  'Why  do  not  gentlemen  have 
the  candor  to  tell  the  people  the  cause  of  this 
iDoreaae  t  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  increased 
population,  offices,  and  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment^ in  the  appropriations  for  various  nation- 
al objects,  fortifications,  navy,  &c  The  remo* 
val  01  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  Hisdssippi, 
the  purchase  of  their  lands,  and  the  wars  we 
have  had  with  them,  are  some  of  the  principal 
items.  Has  there  been  any  unnecessary  expen- 
diture ?  If  so,  point  it  out  Let  us  knoff 
what  it  is ;  and  then  we  will  ask  ourselves  why 
we  appropriated  the  money. 

8o  of  the  corruption  of  which  we  hoar  so 
much.  Tn  what  does  it  con^tf  Who  lias 
been  guilty  of  itt  la  what  department  *or 
bnreaa  ia  it  to  be  fbond?  "What  is  its  charao- 
tert  General  charms  are  easi^  made;  but 
they  are  too  indefinite.  Let  gentiemen  assume 
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the  responsibility  of  making  a  distinct  charge. 
In  private  life,  if  one  man  instigates  a  proseoa- 
tim  agtdnst  another  for  an  offence,  and  it  tnnu 
out  upon  inves^aticm,  that  there  is  no  foun- 
dation for  it,  and  not  even*  a  probable  cause 
for  its  commencement  the  prosecutor  is  liable 
to  an  action  of  damages  for  the  iqjury  done 
to  individual  reputation.  Are  the  characters 
of  public  men  less  valuable  to  them  than  those 
of  private  citizens  1  Are-  they  not  equally 
under  the  protection  of  the  law !  True,  the 
prosecutor  here  might  not  be  liable  to  an 
action;  but  if  there  should  turn  out  to  be 
neither  ground  for  the  charge,  nor  good  reason 
for  instituting  the  inquiry,  public  sentiment 
would  render  that  justice,  to  all  concerned,  that 
is  administered  in  the  other  case  by  the 
Judiciary  of  the  countiy. 

If  any  Mntlemau  will  rise  in  his  place,  and 
state  that  ne  has  good  reason  to  believe,  from 
information  upon  which  lie  csn  rely,  that  fraud 
and  corruption  do  exist  in  a  particular  depart- 
ment cither  naming  liis  ioformant  or  stating 
that  it  is  improper  to  name  him,  I,  for  one,  will 
vote  for  a  committee,  with  ample  powers  to 
make  a  thorough  investigation.  If  one  com- 
mittee is  not  enough,  I  will  vote  for  more — 
for  as  many  as  are  necessary  to  develop  the 
true  condition  of  the  public  offices,  and  to 
expose  all  the  defaulters  who  may  be  found  in 
them.  This,  I  think,  ought  to  satisfy  the  most 
f^idipos. 

This  Honse  has  been  assailed.  It  has  been 
denominated  a  mere  "bed  of  Justice,  to  register 
the  decrees  of  n^alty  I It  seems  that  we  At 
here,  without  any  opinions  of  our  own,  merely 
to  register  the  edicts  of  the  President  I  "WhtU 
is  the  pretext  for  this  chaive  f  "Why^  forsooth, 
we  agree  in  sentiment  with  the  President,  and 
therefore  sustdn  his  measorest  Was  ever 
argument  more  futile  t  Who  elected  the  Presi- 
dent ?  The  people.  Who  elected  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  f  The  same  people.  Do 
they  not  vote  for  both  because  they  approve 
of  their  political  opinions  i  Undoubtedly. 
Are  not  the  Pre^dent  and  the  majority  of  the 
;  members  of  this  House  of  the  same  political 
puly  ?  Is  it  strange  that  they  dionld  agree  in 
regard  to  great  leading  measures  of  policy! 
Wno  would  anticipate  uiy  tJiing  dse  than  an 
agreement!  I  desire  to  speak  respectfally  ot 
arguments  advanced  here,  and  will,  thereiine^ 
not  say  that  this  is  childish ;  but  really  it  is  one 
of  the  strangest  specimens  of  pariiameotary 
lofdo  that  I  have  ever  heard. 

Pray,  who  rules  the  opposition!  Whose 
edicts  do  they  register !  Do  they  ut  here  to 
register  the  edicts  of  a  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  of  anotiier  fi^m  Mas^chusetts, 
and  of  a  third  from  South  Carolina !  If  not, 
how  does  it  happen  that  they  agree  so  cordially 
and  entirely  with  the  threegreat  leaders  in  all 
their  political  opinions  ?  l%e  &ct  cannot  be 
denied,  tiiat  this  agreem^t  does  exist;  and  if 
the  argument  is  good  vith  reflect  to  it 
appUes  equally  to  the  q^oi^on.   If  wo  are 
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the  President's  "slaTes,"  they  are  "BlaveB"  to 
the  opposition  leaders. 

The  President,  it  is  said,  is  popular ;  that  he 
mies  the  country  and  gnides  public  sentiment 
by  the  aid  of  this  personal  popularity.  What  a 
Ifune  and  impotent  oonclumonl  True,  he  is 
popular,  bnt  it  is  because  he  deserves  to  be  so, 
&omhis  eminent  talents,  his  democratic  prin- 
ciples, and  his  fiuthful  and  extraordinary  public 
aerrioea.  If  other  gentlemen  wish  to  be  popu- 
lar, let  them  pursue  his  footsteps,  adopt  his 
pi^uiides,  and  render  snch  semces,  and  then 
they  vr'Hk  attun  the  plfject  of  their  wishes. 
The  people  of  this  oountry  have  but  one  desire 
in  regard  to  public  affurs — it  is  to  see  their 
GoTcmment  well  administered.  They  elected 
Andrew  Jaokson  because  they  believed  he  would 
thus  administer  the  Government ;  and  they  have 
not  been  disappointed 

Who  is  it  that  complains  of  him  I  They  are 
the  men  who  told  us,  in  1824  and  in  1828,  that 
if  Jackson  succeeded,  the  country  would  be 
mined ;  the  men  who  told  us  the  same  thins 
in  1832 ;  men  who  invoke  war,  pestilence,  and 
funine.  rather  than  devotion  to  military  glory : 
but  who,  during  the  late  campaign,  huzzaed 
for  military  chieftains  loud»  than  ever  we  did 
at  any  period.  They  are  now  endeavoring  to 
convince  us  that  they  were  right;  that  we 
have  been  mined ;  and  that  all  their  predic- 
tions have  been  verified.  Do  they  think  we 
will  believe  tiieir  declamations  in  oppowtion  to 
tbeevidence  of  oor  own  senses  I  When  was  this 
country  ever  more  happy  and  proroerons  than 
at  this  moment?  Kever  since  the  Govern- 
ment was  first  organized.  The  laboring  claeees 
cf  the  community — the  farmer,  the  planter,  the 
mechanio,  the  manufacturer — are  aU  growing 
rich.  Land  and  all  its  products,  bear  a  higher 
priee  than  th^  have  jSor  many  years;  yet  gen- 
tlemen win  have  U  that  we  are  n^ed.  The 
laws  protect  every  man  in  the  ei^oyment  of  all 
bia  rights — personal  liberty,  personal  security, 
and  private  property;  in  all  his  inmiunities 
and  privileges — religions,  civil,  and  political; 
still  gentlemen  insist  that  we  are  mined.  Sir, 
the  people  will  not  believe  them.  When  they 
feel  themselves  happy  at  home,  and  learn  from 
every  intelligent  American,  of  every  party, 
that  our  country  now  stands  higher  abroad, 
on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  our  inter- 
worse  has  been  conducted  by  this  administrar- 
tion  with  foreign  nations  (France  included) 
than  it  ever  did  in  any  fonner  period,  tiiey 
will  not  bdieve  any  man  who  oaserta  that  tiiey 
hare  been  ii^ored  by  those  who  have  held  the 
rnns  of  power  for  the  lost  c^t  years. 

Having  sud  thus  much  in  expunation,  I  will 
now  proceed  witlrmy  discourse.  When  we 
o^onmed  the  otiier  day,  I  was  remarking  that 
the  nation  had  approved  of  the  conduct  of  the 
present  Executive.  The  late  elections  prove 
that  beyond  all  dispute.  A  sncoessor  has  been 
elected  by  a  large  minority,  who  has  been 
associated  with  the  Executive  for  many  yean ; 
who  approves  of  his  leading  measoreo,  uA  ia 
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pledged  to  carry  out  his  policy.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  wibb,)  who  I  regret  to 
see  is  not  in  his  seat,  particularly  as  I  under- 
stand he  is  detained  from  it  by  the  illness  of 
his  family,  told  us  the  other  day  that  he  was 
advocating  the  cause  of  the  people,  and  did 
not  wiiih  to  be  understood  as  ossuling  the 
FreddenL  That  gentieman  and  several  others 
have  been  advocating  the  cause  of  the  peopl^ 
la  the  same  wqr  for  years ;  yet,  whenever  uie 
people  come  to  the  polls,  they  unifomUy  decide 
agamat  their  own  advocates,  and  in  favor  of 
Andrew  Jackson.  This  proves  th^  appro- 
bation of  his  principles  and  policy. 

I  do  not  stand  here  to  eulogize  the  President ; 
but  this  much  I  will  say :  when  the  passions 
which  enter  into  party  conflicts  in  this  country 
shall  have  subsided,  when  the  prqjucUoes 
created  by  such  controversies  shall  have 
passed  away,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  Jua- 
tice  be  done  to  the  fame  and  character  of 
Andrew  Jackson.  And  when  his  enemies  shall 
have  floated  down  the  stream  of  time  into  that 
oblivion  which  is  the  inevitable  destiny  of 
almost  thor  whole  nnmbn',  his  memory  will 
survive  uid  flooriah  in  tlie  hearts  of  ajost,  a 
gratelhL  and  an  intelligent  people. 

Ihe  histOTy  of  America  up  to  this  poiod 
will  present  three  Presidents  standing  ont 
boldly  upon  her  pages  as  great  public  benefac- 
tors. They  are — George  Washington,  who 
harmonized  the  oonflictmg  elemente,  and  put 
our  Government  in  motion ;  Thomas  Jefierson, 
who  arrested  it  in  its  downhill  career  towards 
monarchy,  and  restored  it  to  its  pristine  purify ; 
and  Andrew  Jackson,  who  gave  it  the  "repub- 
lican tack,"  brought  it  back  to  the  point  where 
Jefierson  left  it,  and  where  it  alwaya  oofl^t  to 
remain. 

I  come  now  to  speak  of  Che  ftitare.  It  has 
been  prodtdmed  here  by  several  got- 

tlemen,  that,  in  regard  to  the  adnunistration 
of  Ur.  Van  Bnren,  we  are  to  have  "  war  in 
advance,"  and  "  war  to  the  knife  1  "  This  is  a 
most  extraordinary  position  for  gentiemen  to 
assume,  before  the  principles  or  policy  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  are  made  known, — nay,  before 
he  has  taken  the  oath  of  ofBce ;  to  declu«  war, 
and  that,  too,  a  war  of  extermination  i  They 
inform  us  that  he  is  not  to  be  Judged  by  his 
acts ;  that  they  may  posubly  support  his  meas- 
ures, but  they  will  wage  an  interminable  war^ 
faro  agfunst  the  man  I  Why,  rar,  we  go  for 
measures,  and  men  to  carry  them  out;  we 
support  moi,  becoose  they  u«  in  &Tor  of  cert^ 
doctrines  and  meaflorea,  not  becaose  ve  like 
the  man.  Any  other  system  than  tUs  must 
degenerate  into  mere  **man-worddp." 

This  may  be  a  very  patriotic  omio^tion; 
but  it  q;»pears  to  me  to  be  an  impolitio  one  for 
the  gentlemen  themselves.  When  one  man 
is  determined  beforehand  to  be  dii^eased,  or 
to  quarrel  with  another,  we  know  now  easy 
it  is  to  find  an  opportunity  of  doing  so.  IN'ow, 
if  it  should  so  happen,  in  the  progress  of  events, 
that  these  gentMnen  find  it  neoeaaary  at  aooA 
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fatnre  time  to  make  an  assault  upon  the  admin- 
istration, will  not  the  people  be  iocUned  to 
replj :  Ah  I  we  did  not  expect  yon  to  be 
satiKfied,  for  you  were  determined  to  be  dis- 
pleased, letthe  Preddent  do  as  he  might"  Bnt 
the  coarse  which  gentlemen  choose  to  porsue  is 
somewhat  a  matter  of  taste ;  and  I  have  not 
the  leaat  deaire  to  dictate  to  any  one  npon  this 
lahfeoL 

u  the  oppodtion  have  edleinnty  resolTed 
that  we  ahaU  have  another  firar  yean'  war; 
If  they  will  agree  to  no  oessation  of  hoetilities; 
if  we  cannot  be  permitted  CTen  to  go  into 
winter  craarterB  for  three  months ;  if  war,  and 
war  to  uie  knife,  is  to  be  their  motto,  for  one, 
I  say,  "come  on,  Macdnff!  "  Let  us  hear  the 
roar  of  yoar  cannon,  gentlemen.  Show  us  the 
size  of  your  balls ;  t^e  length  and  diameter  of 
yonr  calibres.  Let  ns  hear  the  trampling  of 
the  horses*  hoo&,  the  neighing  of  the  stMda, 
and  the  clangor  of  your  trumpets.  Do  not 
annoy  oa  by  the  random  shots  of  ungle  rifle- 
men, from  behind  the  aeattering  trees,  nor  by 
the  flanking  and  soonting  parties  that  belong  to 
TOOT  army :  but  chai^  with  all  yonr  forces. 
Danger  is  atwi^B  Increased,  in  appearance,  by 
the  distance.  The  enemy  presents  a  mnch 
more  terrifying  aspect  when  he  first  bnrsts 
upon  the  view  than  when  yon  grapple  witb 
Jiun,  man  to  man,  and  test  the  power  of  his 
muscle  and  the  fierceness  of  his  ^irit  Give 
us  a  general  fire,  along  yonr  whole  line.  The 
enspense  which  precedes  a  great  battle  is  the 
most  dreadfhl  period  of  the  whole  afflair.  I 
am  told  that  even  cowards  will  fight  after  the 
first  discharge ;  and  I  promise  you  that  idl  of  ns 
who  Burrive  the  first  shock  will  stand  np  and 
give  yon  a  &ir  fi^t  In  the  open  plain. 

Hie  reason  asngned  for  niakmg  war  npon 
Mr.  Tan  Boren  is,  titat  he  is  a  usurper  I  Tes, 
sir,  although  elected  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  he  is  a  usurper.  Langoage  is 
changing  its  meaning  now-a^lays,  and  we 
shall  soon  be  unable  to  understand  each  other. 
Let  us  look  into  this  charge. 

We  all  know  there  were  many  persons  in  the 
democratio  party  who  did  not  prefer  Hr.  Van 
Boren  to  all  others  as  the  successor  of  General 
Jackson.  Some  of  ns  preferred  Judge  UcLean ; 
some  were  for  Colonel  Benton;  others  were 
for  Judge  White ;  and  many  were  in  favor  &l 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(CMonel  Johnson.)  He  was  not  my  first 
choice.  Ilionsands  of  ns  in  Ohio  jmreferred  a 
distinguished  citizen  ot  our  own  State.  We 
knew  him  personally ;  we  had  seen  the  zeal, 
industry,  and  ability,  splayed  by  him  in  the 
management  of  an  important  Depsirtment  of  the 
Govemihent,  and  in  the  discharge  of  every 
duty  devolving  upon  him  in  the  various  stations 
he  had  held,  both  onder  the  State  and  Federal 
authorities.  We  believed  he  would  make 
an  excellent  CSiief  Magistrate ;  whilst,  on  the 
other  hand,  some  of  ns  had  been  induced  to 
believe  that  ahhongh  Mr.  Van  Buren  possessed 
^reat  abiUtus  and  experienoe,  stiU  he  wis  on 


intrigning  politician.  We  believed  so,  because 
we  heara  these  things  said,  day  after  da^, 
for  years,  and  scarcely  ever  heard  a  word  said 
in  his  defence.  How  could  any  one  expect  us, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  come  to  a  favor- 
able oonoloMon  in  regard  to  him?  I  mnst 
here  b^  pardon  of  the  House  for  speaking 
particnlwly  f>f  myself.  When  I  was  flrst 
eleoted  to  Congress,  I  was  deeted  as  a  McLean 
man.  Myself  and  one  of  my  colleagues  were 
wen  known,  both  at  home  wd  at  tUsplaoe,  to  be 
favorable  to  the  Judge;  whilst  the  other  friends 
of  the  administration  flnnn  Ohio  wei^Mther  for 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  or  uncommitted. 

Sir,  the  oi^KMution  may  thank  themselves,  in 
some  degree,  for  the  election  of  Hr.  Van  Buren. 
They  contributed  very  much  to  make  him  the 
candi^te  of  the  democratic  party.  Notwith- 
standing his  eminent  qualifications  for  the 
office,  his  claims  might  possibly  have  been  post- 
poned to  a  future  election,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  rancorous  persecution  of  hia  political 
enemies.  The  ust  step  taken  by  them,  to 
render  him  a  &Torite  with  the  people,  was  the 
wanton  rdection  of  his  ntnidnation  as  minister 
to  England.  This  exhlUted  so  mnch  ill  natare^ 
so  strong  a  desire  to  crush  a  supposed  rival,  and 
to  gratify  individual  and  partisan  hatred  tit  the 
haurd  of  sacrificing  the  public  interest,  that 
the  fiiends  of  the  administration  rose  up  as  one 
man,  and,  as  an  act  of  retributive  justice, 
elevated  the  r^ected  mimster  to  the  presiding 
diair  of  that  very  Senate  who  had  attempted 
to  destroy  him. 

The  next  step  taken  by  the  opposition  to 
make  the  Vice  President  popular  with  his  own 
party,  was  tiie  dfdly  abuse  they  bestowed 
npon  him  during  the  "  panio  session."  They 
constantly  connect  "Jackson,  Van  Bnren, 
and  the  par^  **  together,  to  make  np  a  trium- 
virate. This  very  naturally  oxdted  kind  feel- 
ings towards  him  among  those  who  were 
abused  in  common  with  the  President  and  him- 
sdf ;  in  this  manner,  tiiey  made  him  thousands 
of  frien^  and  he  was  finally  ad<^ted  as  the 
candidate  of  the  democratio  party. 

The  gentieman  tells  ns  tnat  the  President 
nominated  him  as  his  successor,  and  that  to  this 
nomination  he  owes  his  election.  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  when,  where,  and  under  what 
circumstances,  this  nomination  was  made. 

[1^.  PsTTOH  arose,  and  siud  he  could  tell 
the  gentienijan  from  OUo,  and  could  do  so 
then,  if  he  desired  it;  or  wonld  do  it  after  he 

S»t  throng  whidiever  he  pleased.  Jtr. 
um  remarked  that  it  wonld  be  better, 
perli^fl,  for  Mr.  P.  to  ^ve  his  sentiments  after 
he  had  closed.]  ^ 

I  presume,  sir,  (sud  Mr.  H,)  the  gentieman 
from  Tennessee  refers  to  the  Gwinn  letter, 
written  by  the  President  in  defence  of  some 
charge  made   agunst  him  in  a  Nashville 

Caper.  It  is  some  time  rinoe  I  aaw  that  letter, 
ut  such  is  the  tenor  <^  it,  aooording  to  my 
reooUection. 
[Mr.  PfeYTOH  agun  arose,  and  made  some 
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remarks  ree|)ectjng  this  letter,  oontending  that 
the  artiole  iii  the  Nashville  paper  was  not  an 
attack  upon  General  Jackson,  bat  that  it  had 
1)660  made  a  pretext  for  writing  the  letter, 
which  denounced  everybody  in  advanoe  who 
would  not  su[^ort  Jtr.  Van  Bnren.] 

Hr.  H.  proceeded.  Let  the  n^ore  of  the 
article  be  what  it  might,  one  thing  is  certain — 
the  letter  was  neither  in  form  nor  in  snbstance 
a  "nomination"  of  Mr.  Yan  Boren.  It  advised 
nnion  and  harmony  in  the  party,  and  spoke  fovor- 
ably  of  the  proposed  convention  at  Baltimore. 

SnppoBe  the  President  was  &vorable  to  him, 
was  there  any  thing  wrong  in  tiits?  Does  a 
Ohief  Magistrate  lose  the  freedom  of  thoiuht  by 
his  election  to  that  office  ?  This  wonid  be  a 
new  doctrine  in  onr  country. 

It  is  not  nnnatoral  that  he  should  be  favor- 
able to  Mr.  Van  Bnren.  He  knew  him  well. 
The  latter  had  been  associated  with  him  for 
years  in  the  administration  of  the  Government 
They  agreed  in  opinion  with  respect  to  all  the 
leadW  measures  of  the  administration,  and  Mr. 
Van  Bnren  was  pledged,  if  elected,  to  carry 
them  out,  and  pursne  the  policy  of  General 
Jackson.  To  such  a  candidate  he  oonld  not 
well  be  opposed ;  but  how  did  this  infinwce 
the  election  t  ^S'here  was  the  Preddmt'a  in- 
flaence  effectually  exerted  in  &vor  of  his  sac- 
cessor?  Not  in  Tennessee,  for  that  State  went 
against  him.  If  there  was  any  one  State  in  the 
Union  which  could  be  influenced  by  him,  it 
must  he  Tennessee ;  and  yet  that  went  for 
Judge  White !  Where,  then,  is  the  evidence  of 
this  "appointment  of  his  snccessor,'*  so  con- 
fidently cttarged  upon  all  concerned?  Kowfaere 
but  in  the  imagination  of  those  who  have  assert- 
ed it  so  often,  that  I  dare  say  they  b^in  to 
believe  it  themselves.  Suppose  the  I^ident 
had  been  for  Judge  White  or  for  General  Harri- 
son, would  there  hare  been  any  complaints 
then?  Not  a  word.  They  would  have  sud: 
**  Well,  the  Fl'eaident  has  got  hUa  ctos  open  at 
last  to  the  true  charsoter  of  Mr.  van  Bnren ; 
he  can  be  deceived  no  longer ;  he  has  detected 
the  imposition,  and,  with  his  characteristic 
indq>endence,  the  noble  old  General  has  come 
oat  openly  agwnst  him."  He  would  have  been 
**  glorified,"  fh)m  one  end  of  the  continent  to 
the  other,  by  those  who  now  abuse  him. 

The  Baltimore  convention  nominated  the 
Yice  President,  and  made  him  the  candidate  of 
our  party.  This,  too,  is  a  grievous  offence, 
and  smacks  of  dictation  too  strongly  to  please 
the  opposition.  Pray,  who  first  resorted  to 
national  conventionn  for  snch  pnrposes  ?  Who 
held  the  conventions  at  Baltimore  that  nomi- 
nated Ur.  Clay  and  Mr.  Wirt,  in  the  oamra^ 
of  1883 1  Who  held  the  young  men's  national 
conTontion  in  this  District,  in  the  same  year  t 
We  all  know  it  was  the  whigs  and  the  anti- 
masons.  Yet  those  are  the  men  who  now 
abase  us  unmeasured  terms  for  merdy  fol- 
lowing their  example. 

Butnis  locality  greatly  displeases  some  gentle- 
men, and  they  have  abused  New  Tork  in  almost 
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every  debate  that  has  oooorred  here  for  the  last 
three  years;  and  she  is  treated  in  the  same 
manner  in  all  thdr  newspapers.  And  why  may 

not  New  York  have  the  honor  of  giving  ns  a 
President  t  The  South  has  given  us  four,  New 
£n|;]and  has  furnished  two,  and  the  West  one ; 
whilst  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  two  great 
States,  occupying  a  central  p(^tioQ  in  the  con- 
federacy, each  of  them  a  nation  within  itself, 
have  never  furnished  us  one.  What  has  New 
York  done,  that  she  is  to  be  proscribed  t  Has 
she  not  eignaUzed  herself  by  a  devotiim  to  lib- 
erty, and  an  attachment  to  demoeratio  primd- 
pies,  in  all  the  great  emergencies  whiw  tha 
country  has  seen  f  Where  was  she  in  the  rev- 
olutionary war?  Battiing  among  the  fore- 
most for  mdependenee.  What  was  her  podtiim 
in  the  great  political  revolution  that  brondtt 
Mr.  Jefferson  into  power?  She  stood  side  oy 
side  with  her  democratic  usters,  strolling  for 
the  rights  (Hf  the  States  against  federu  usurpa- 
tion and  monar  hical  principles.  And  in  the 
war  of  1812,  where  was  she  found  ?  Sust^n- 
ing  the  cause  of  the  conntry  as  efficienUy  as 
any  State  in  the  Union,  and  holding  at  bay  the 
Hartford  convention  party,  who  were  Wt  per- 
mitted to  cross  her  territory  into  the  middle 
and  Southern  States.  If  this  State  has  a  dis- 
tinguished son,  worthy  of  the  chief  magistracy, 
why  may  be  not  be  presented  as  a  candidttto 
for  the  suffrages  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States?  So  far  from  there  being  any  thing 
wrong  in  it,  there  was  a  pecaliar  propriety, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  m  taking  the  candi- 
date from  New  York  at  the  recent  section. 

Mr.  Yan  Buren  was  thus  made  a  candidate 
for  the  presidency  of  the  United  States.  He 
encountered  an  oppodtion  combining  more 
talent  with  lees  ecmpnlousness  in  regard  to  the 
means  employed  to  defeat  him  than  was  ever 
met  before  by  any  successful  candidate  for  the 
same  office.  Their  untiring  exertions  Indnoed 
thousands  of  good  men  and  sound  patriots  to 
vote  against  him,  who  were  otteriy  misled  with 
re^)eot  to  his  tme  character. 

It  would  be  a  Herculean  task  to  enumerate 
all  the  falsehoods  propa^ted,  and  impositions 
practiBed,  to  accomplish  his  defeat.  Thajr  all 
fi^ed.  Notwittistanding  the  people  were  ap- 
pealed to  hi  pathetio  terms  to  come  to  the 
rescue,  were  assured  that  they  would  be  mined 
if  they  elected  him,  still  they  marched  to  the 
polls  and  gave  him  their  votes.  The  people 
had  l>een  twice  mined  by  electing  General 
Jaokson ;  and,  as  they  found  it  rather  an  agree- 
able operation,  they  concluded  to  try  it  a  uiird 
time,  and  let  Mr.  Yan  Bnren  ruin  them  fU|s^< 

He  has  been  elected  the  unbooght  snmages 
i^hlfl  lidloW'dtiBens,  and  in  a  most  renariuible 
manner.  The  vote  received  by  him  is  diff\ised 
thron^ont  the  Uniw,  so  as  to  prove  most 
dearly  that  nothing  like  a  geographical  dividon 
of  parties  exists  in  the^untry.  All  the  ^forts 
made  towards  that  point  have  been  unsuooess- 
fol.  Including  Michigan,  he  has  received  the 
votes  <rf  fifteen  Statra  oat  of  twenty-dx.  Ha 
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obbdned  Hie  votes  (tf  a  m^}oritj  of  the  <Ad 
thirteen  States,  and  a  majority  of  those  of  the 
new  States.  He  has  a  majority  of  the  electoral 
votes  of  the  Blaveholding  and  a  imyority  of 
those  of  the  non-alaveholdiDg  States  of  the 
TTnion.  He  has  one  hundred  and  seventy  elec- 
toral Totea,  being  a  m£^ority  of  forty-six  over 
all  his  competitors  put  together ;  and  he  has  a 
m^ority  of  all  the  individnal  votes  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  from  ten  to 
twenty  thousand.  The  exact  number  cannot 
be  ascertuned,  because  in  Soath  Carolina  the 
people  do  not  vote ; '  the  LeipdatDra  Bpp<nDt8 
the  electors  of  Presidents  mthoat  this  State, 
Ur.  Van  Bnren  has  a  minority  of  aboat  twenty- 
two  ^onsand,  according  to  the  calculation  of 
the  opposition  newspapers  tiiemselves.  But  to 
make  him  oat  a  "  usurper,"  a  "  minority  Pres- 
Sctent,"  they  count  Soath  Carolina  aa  forty 
thooaand — Uie  whole  number  being  set  down 
ftg^nst  Hr.  Van  Buren,  and  none  for  him. 
Now,  the  TTnion  party  of  that  State  compose 
firom  a  third  to  one-half  of  its  population,  and 
they  are  openly  for  him,  and  would  have  so 

given  their  votes,  if  permitted  by  the  State 
tovermnent  to  go  to  the  polls,  and  vote  dhreotly 
for  the  President.  J£,  tJien,  the  State  can  ^ve 
forty  thousand  votes,  fifteen  thousand  at  least, 
anil  perhms  twenty  thousand,  would  have  been 
for  Hr.  Van  Buren ;  for  many  nnllifiers  wonld 
have  voted  for  him,  I  h^ye  no  doubt,  in  pre- 
foranoe'  to  any  other  candidate  before  them. 
Allowing  him  but  fifteen  thousand,  there  would 
be  a  m^oritr  of  ten  thousand  agfdnst  him  in 
the  State.  Deduct  this  from  the  twenty-two 
Htoosand  minority  he  has  in  the  other  States, 
and  he  has  still  a  dear  m^ority  of  the  indi- 
vidnal votes  of  the  Union  of  at  least  twelve 
thousand. 

He  is  elected  according  to  oil  the  forms  of 
the  constitution,  and  by  these  large  State  elec- 
toral and  individual  minorities;  and  yet  gentle- 
men call  him  a  "  usurper  I  "  No ;  he  is  Uie 
oonititntlonal,  lawfbl  Pnsidrat ;  and,  from  the 
4th  of  March  next,  all  men  will  be  bound  to 
obey  Um  as  such,  within  the  pale  assigned  to 
him  hj  the  Institntions  of  his  country. 


Ffiu>A.T,  January  6. 
S.  P.  LeteJur  and  T.  P.  Moore. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  P.  Letcher 
and  Thomas  P.  Moore  came  up,  on  its  final 
passage. 

The  m^  question,  "shall  the  bill  pass  I" 
was  then  taken,  and  deci^  in  the  affirmative 
—yeas  12B,  nays  64. 

PetcentUmU  o/Jama  Brown — Claim  for  Prop- 
erty taken  lefore  the  War  o/  1788  Sy  the 
Cheroiees,  tohile  the  Aneettar  viae  motnng  hie 
Fimiljtfrom  North  Carolina  to  the  Oumer- 
land  Miver  Settlementt. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  1^^  representa- 
tives of  William  Anderson  comi^ni^ 
After  aome  remarks  by  Heasrs.  Dsdbbwood, 
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YiNToir,  Pabeeb,  Bbix,  Huxtbiiait,  Beioos, 
and  Gave  Johssok, 

Hr.  Shields  said  that,  at  the  commencement 
of  this  discussion,  he  had  been  improperly  im- 
pressed with  the  belief  that^tiie  Clierokee 
Indiana  and  the  United  States  were  in  a  state  of 
partial  war  at  the  time  the  loss  was  sastuned, 
for  which  these  cl^mants  are  now  seeking 
indemnity;  but,  upon  a  careful  examination 
of  the  history  of  the  times,  and  the  circum- 
stances immediately  connected  with  tliis  claim, 
(said  he,)  I  find  that,  at  that  period,  a  state  of  per- 
fect pesioe  existed  between  that  tribe  of  Indums 
and  this  country.  It  win  not,  therefore,  be 
necessary  to  consider,  in  the  u^ment  whidi  I 
now  propose  to  submit,  whetlier  this  Govern- 
ment shoold  or  sliould  not  indemnify  her  citi- 
zens for  depredations  committed  upon  their 

{iroperty  by  the  enemies  of  the  country,  wh^ 
n  a  state  of  actual  war  with  another  power. 
The  Committee  on  Indian  Affurs,  by  whidi 
this  bill  was  reported,  8tat«,  in  its  accompany- 
ing report,  that  this  claim  rests  upon  the  same 
facts  and  circumstances,  or,  rather,  that  it  is 
identical  in  point  of  proof,  with  the  claim  of 
the  heirs  of  James  Brown,  which  was  allowed 
at  a  former  session  of  Congress.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, in  this  discussion,  refer  to  the  iaeta  in  that 
case,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Jbdian 
Affairs  in  1882,  and  shall  take  the  facts  as 
reported  by  that  committee,  at  least,  as  prima 
facie  true.  These  claimants  allege  that  they 
should  be  indemnified  as  the  legm  representar 
tives  of  William  Anderson,  deceased,  for  tiie 
loss  of  property  plundered  from  their  ancestor, 
James  Brown,  by  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in 
1788.  It  will  be  recollected  by  every  one  wiat, 
by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  con- 
cluded in  1786,  that  portion  of  territory  which 
now  composes  a  considerable  part  of  Kiddle 
Tennessee  was  ceded  to  this  country  by  the 
Cherokees,  and  was  immediately  thrown  open 
for  the  reception  and  occapation  for  our  citi- 
zens. Among  the  early  adventnrem  who  mani- 
fested a  disposition  to  establish  a  permanent 
home  in  this  pari  of  the  Western  wildemeas^ 
was  James  Brown,  the  ancestor  of  these  daimr 
ants.  In  the  fall  of  1787,  he  and  his  funily, 
carrying  with  them  all  their  valuable  property, 
arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Holston,  more  than 
two  hundred  miles  distant,  by  land,  from  the 
place  of  their  destination.  Believing  that  a 
passage  down  the  Tennessee  Biver  could  be 
more  easily  effected,  and  be,  at  the  same  time, 
less  perilous,  than  a  trip  across  the  mountains, 
early  in  the  following  3ktay  (1788)  they  em- 
barked, with  a  considerable  amoant  of  proj^ertyj 
on  board  a  boat,  which  they  had  prepared  in  the 
mean  time,  and  descended  the  Teimessee  Biver. 
While  floating  down  this  river,  after  they  had 
reached  the  limits  of  the  Indian  territory, 
through  whioh  they  had  necessarily  to  pass,  by 
an  act  of  the  basest  perfidy,  nnder>the  di^ise 
of  fiiendship,  tfaey  were  suddenly  sarrounded 
by  irpwards  of  seventy  Oheroue  warriors. 
Jttr,  Brown  himsd^  two  of  hia  sons,  and  five 
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boatmen,  "  the  only  adnlt  males  on  board  the 
boat,"  were  instantly  slun,  Mrs.  Brown,  her 
three  daughters,  and  two  minor  sons,  made 
captives,  and  their  property  plundered  and 
carried  off  by  tbe  Indians.  It  is  for  the  loss 
of  a  Mnall  portion  of  this  property,  thus  vio- 
lently seized,  that  (Hie  of  these  owtive  girls, 
who  afterwards  became  Urs.  Anderaon,  and 
her  orphan  children,  now  ask  an  indemnity 
.  fttnn  the  Government.  Can  tbe  Government, 
oonwstently  with  its  past  p<^t(^,  its  future 
interest,  and  the  justice  of  this  individnal  appli- 
cation, allow  the  sooght-for  indemnity  1  It  is, 
in  the  first  place,  I  believe,  admitted  that,  in 
time  of  peace,  there  is  a  claim  on  our  Oovem- 
ment  for  the  protection  of  the  person  and  prop- 
erty of  the  citizen,  and  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  any  other  than  our  own  citizens. 
But  it  is  contended,  in  argument,  tbat  we  have 
not  sufficiently  shown  that  a  state  of  peace 
then  existed,  and  that  the  very  act  of  hostility 
of  which  we  complain  is  evidraioe  of  the  want 
of  a  state  of  actual  peace ;  and  that  a  state  of 
peace  or  war  with  an  In^an  tribe  can  only  be 
aetermined  by  the  character  of  the  acts  of  one 
or  both  of  the  parties!  I  infer,  however,  that 
a  state  of  peace  existed  at  that  period,  from  the 
history  of  the  times,  the  contemporary  conduct 
of  a  largo  community  of  our  citizens  who 
resided  in  the  vicinity  of  this  tribe  of  Indians, 
the  conduct  of  James  Brown  himself,  and  from 
direct  and  unequivocal  declarations  of  the  Con- 
gress of  tbe  United  States,  contained  in  a  pro- 
clamation of  that  year  on  this  very  subject. 

Prior  to  his  departure  fh>m  the  settlement  on 
tiie  Holston,  the  ancestor  of  the  petitioners 
obtained  a  permit  from  one  of  the  headmen  of 
the  tribe  to  pass  on  his  contemplated  T(^rgge 
throagh  the  Indian  territory,  aooomfMuiied  with 
every  assurance  of  protection  and  sa&ty.  The 
commanity  in  which  he  bad  resided  from  the 
fstl  of  1787  until  May,  1788,  were  on  terms  of 
perfect  amity,  and  indeed  had  been  from  the 
treaty  of  Hopewell  up  to  tbat  time.  And, 
farther,  this  treaty  of  Hopewell,  it  should  not 
be  forgotten,  contuned  the  following  remark- 
able provisions,  with  regard  to  onr  relations 
towanls  the  Oherokees,  in  articles  9  and  10,  to 
wit:  That  "the  Umted  States  in  Congress 
assembled  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
r^ulating  the  trade  with  the  Indians,  and 
managing  all  Uteir  affairs,  in  such  manner  as 
they  think  proper ; "  and,  aniin :  "  Until  tbe 
iJeasure  of  Oongreas  be  made  Known  respeotmg 
file  0th  article,  all  traders,  dtizensof  the  United 
States,  shall  have  liberty  to  go  to  any  of  Uie 
tribes  or  towns  of  the  Cherokces,  to  trade  with 
fhem;  and  they  shall  be  protected  in  their 
persons  and  property,  and  kindly  treated." 

Ifo  other  intercourse  regulations  had  j^n 
entered  into  with  this  tribe  previous  to  1788, 
and  none,  except  one  or  two  of  a  very  partial 
bearing,  up  to  the  general  intercourse  law  of 
1802,  which  has  regulated  oar  intercourse  with 
all  the  Indian  tribes  icom  that  to  tbe  present 
time.  It  is  tme  thwe  were  other  stipolationB 


in  the  several  treaties  concluded,  respectively, 
at  Holston  in  1791,  at  Philadelphia  in  1792  and 
1794,  and  at  Tellico  in  October,  1798 ;  but  none 
of  a  general  nature  toncbing  this  point.  There 
is  still  stronger  evidence  of  our  peaceable  rela- 
tions to  be  fonnd  in  tbe  proclamation  of  Con- 
gress to  which  I  have  aueady  alluded.  This 
proclamation  was  issued,  by  a  resolntion  of 
Oongresa,  the  2d  day  of  September,  1788,  in 
four  or  five  months  after  the  plunder  of  the 
boat  and  murder  of  Brown  and  the  crew.  This 
proclamation,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  hold  in 
my  hand,  recognizes  and  reafBrms  the  oblige 
tions  and  binding  efficacy  of  the  treaty  of 
Hopewell,  without  the  slightest  complaint  with 
regard  to  Miy  breach  of  the  treaty,  or  of  any 
depredations  on  the  part  of  the  Indians;  in 
which,  also,  they  tlu'eaten  heavy  penalties 
against  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
who  should  dare  to  infringe  any  of  the  artidea 
of  that  treaty.'  It  is  evident,  from  the  language 
of  this  proclamation,  that  Congress  regarded 
the  Cherdkees  in  a  state  of  amity  at  that  tame ; 
and,  from  what  we  have  stated  already,  it  is 
equally  evident  that  our  citizms  who  redded 
on  the  borders  of  that  tribe  so  regarded  onr 
relations  at  the  same  period.  These  considera- 
tions seem  to  me  to  exolnde  the  idea  of  the 
existence  of  a  state  of  war  at  the  date  of  the 
,  loss  sustained  by  the  petitioners.  The  several 
reports  of  tbe  Comivttee  on  Indian  Affairs  on 
this  subject;,  in  summing  up  the  testimony  on 
this  point,  rally  concur  in  the  same  opinion. 
"  This  is  an  application,"  says  tbe  able  chairman 
of  this  committee,  "  to  be  paid  the  value  of 
property  taken  with  force  by  tbe  Cherokee 
Indians  prior  to  tbe  enactment  of  laws  r^^olat- 
ing  trade  uid  interoonrse  with  the  La^aa 
tribes,  and  in  time  peace  between  the  Ohero- 
kees and  the  United  States."  Then,  the  act  of 
which  we  oomplidn  has  not  been  regarded  by 
tbe  committee,  and  I  think  cannot  be  looked 
upon  as  creating  a  state  of  partial  war,  or,  aa 
some  of  the  gentlemen  have  styled  it,  a  state 
of  quan  war,  so  as  to  exclude  this  claim  from 
a  favorable  consideration  by  Congress,  uMer 
the  established  policy  of  the  Government. 

If  this  position  were  correct,  you  cannot 
conceive  of  any  possible  ease  in  which  those 
who  had  sostfuned  an  injury  in  time  of  peace 
by  Indian  treachery  and  violence  could  obtain 
redress  for  the  loss  and  outrage ;  for  the  obvious 
answer  would  be  ever  ready,  that  the  Govem- 
ment  does  not  indemnify  her  citizens  ag^sl 
Uie  deiH'edations  of  an  enony  committed  in 
time  of  war.  The  act  of  hostility  compluned 
of  creates  a  state  of  Indian  war,  becanse  Indiana 
never  make  formal  declarations  of  war,  like 
civilized  nations ;  therefore,  the  indenmityin 
this  particular  case  cannot  be  allowed.  This 
position  cannot  be  sustained  in  any  point  of 
view.  Nor  is  it  conceived  that  the  risk  and 
hazard  which  Brown  encountered  by  descend- 
ing the  river  through  the  Cherokee  country  is 
such  a  departure  from  a  course  of  due  propriety, 
and  from  the  obvious  sense  of  the  existing 
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treaty  regulations,  as  to  ozclnde  these  cldmants 
from  relief.  His  object — ^the  settlement  of  the 
newly  acqaired  territoir — was  lawful,  and  eren 
oommendable.  He  bad  obtiuned  a  permit  from 
the  nation  to  pass  through  their  gronnds,  and 
the  proof  is,  that  bis  conduot  towards  the 
Indians  was  nnexoentionable  in  all  things. 
This  is  altogether  umike  the  case  of  a  trader, 
whose  object  is  to  gain  by  traffic.  He  surely, 
then,  had  not,  by  bis  own  conduct,  put  his  per- 
son and  bis  property  without  the  pale  of  the 
protection  of  nis  Government.  It  wiU  he  seen, 
by  inspecting  the  several  treaties  with  the 
Oberokees,  that  no  provisions  were  made  in 
any  of  them  to  satisfy  such  claims  as  the  pres- 
ent. But  in  the  9tb  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Tellico,  or,  as  it  is  more  familiarly  called,  the 
treaty  of  1798,  the  usual  remedy  between  the 
Indians  and  border  settlers,  which  is  that  of 
reprisal,  was  expressly  token  away,  leaving 
ttie  party  injured  wiUiont  any  summary  re- 
dress, and,  indeed,  without  any  redress  at  all, 
unless  this  Government  shall  interpose  its  pro- 
tection. It  is  provided  in  the  article  of  the 
treaty  of  179S  jast  quoted,  that  "all  animosi- 
ties, aggressions,  thefts,  and  pinnderings,"  prior 
to  the  date  of  the  first  conferences  in  that 
year,  *'  shall  cease,  and  be  no  longer  remembered 
or  demanded  on  either  side."— -(Laws  of  the 
United  States,  vol.  1,  p.  384.)  By  this  treaty 
stipulation,  even  the  privftege  to  demand  their 
rigtits  of  the  Cberokees  was  expressly  taken 
away  from  our  citizens.  And,  much  more,  the 
ordinarx  remedy,  so  much  practised  on  the 
Weatem  frontier,  of  reprisal.  It  does  seem  to 
me  most  clear  that  ih»  Qovemment,  by  this 
act,  became  liable,  in  good  faith,  to  satisfy  all 
honaJid«  daims  of  piivate  citizens  against  tiie 
Oherokees^  tiiat  existed  Tptim  to  the  treaty  of 
1798,  on  account  of  "  aggressions,  thefts,  and 
plnndu^nga,  of  that  nation." 

But  it  is  argued,  that  if  this  claim  should  be 
allowed,  a  new  policy  will  be  establiHhed  and 
introduced  into  our  legislation,  which  will  prove 
in  the  end  onerous  to  the  Government.  This 
position  is  so  far  from  being  correct,  that,  if 
this  chum  be  r^ected,  it  will  change  the  whole 
policy  of  this  Government  with  regard  to  snch 
oUims,  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  yean.  I  do 
not  pretend,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  haTe  that  profimnA 
Information  as  to  our  Indian  relations,  or  as  to 
precedent  generally,  as  many  h(morahle  gentie- 
men  who  nave  addressed  the  House  on  this 
subject  I  have  neither  had  the  experience  nor 
the  means  necessary  to  such  attfdnments.  Bnt, 
in  examining  the  past  course  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  subject,  I  find  the  aggregate  snm 
of  twenty-one  thousand  and  eighty-six  dollars 
appropriated,  by  act  of  Congress  "approved 
26tb  March,  1880,"  as  full  compensation  to 
certain  individuals  named  in  said  act,  for  horses 
stolen  and  property  destroyed  and  taken  by 
the  Osage  Indians,  in  the  years  1816,  1817, 
1823.— (Vol.  8,  Laws  of  t.  &  294.)  AM 
wain,  in  the  year  1882, 1  find  the  snm  of  nine 
thousand  seven  hmidred  and  fifty  dollars  appro- 
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priated  by  act  of  Congress  of  that  year,  to  be 
pfud  to  the  legal  representatives  of  Jolui  and 
James  Pettigrew,  for  depredations  committed 
on  the  private  pmpertj  of  the  Fettigrews, 
while  navigating  the  Tennessee  Biver  in  1794, 
with  interest  npon  that  snm  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  centum  per  ammm,  from  tiie  date  of  the 
loss  sustained,  until  the  same  should  he  p^d — 
[Here  Mr.  Shieldb  asked-  the  favor  of  the  Clerk 
to  read  the  report  of  the  committee  in  the  case 
of  the  PettigrewSj  which  he  ffid] — and  which 
Mr.  S.  said  was  similar,  in  all  its  material  cir- 
cumstances, to  the  clum  now  under  considera- 
tion. The  loss  was  sustained  by  private  indi- 
viduals, while  descending  the  Tennessee  River, 
in  the  Cherokee  territory,  by  the  act  of  that 
tribe  of  Indians,  while  in  a  state  of  peace. 
Mr.  6.  said,  I  might  cite  many  other  cases  in 
point,  from  ^nssonri  and  elsewhere,  whieh  I 
have  before  me^  bnt  I  will  not  orasmne  the 
time  of  the  Hoose  by  reciting  tiiem.  I  shall 
demst,  after  again  directing  the  attention  of 
honorable  members  to  the  case  of  the  heirs  of 
James  Brown,  of  which  this  claim  is  a  counter- 
part, a  duplicate,  which  in  fact  is  identical  with 
It  in  all  its  circumstances.  [He  here  sent  the 
report  of  the  committee  in  Brovm's  case  to  the 
Clerk,  a  part  of  which  was  then  read.]  I  am 
satisfied,  after  this  explanation,  that  it  must  be 
apparent  to  all,  that  whatever  may  be  done 
hereafter,  Congress  has  repeatedly  heretofore 
granted  relief  m  many  cases  precisely  similar 
to  the  one  made  ont  in  this  application ;  and, 
indeed,  that  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Got- 
emment,  for  a  number  of  years  past,  without 
exception,  up  to  this  time,  to  do  so.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  see  why  this  claim  of  the  widow 
and  orphans  of  William  Anderson  should  be 
made  an  exception  to  a  role  so  well  estabUshed. 
But  I  am  apprehenEdve  that  the  prospective 
claims  from  Florida  may  have  an  nndae  weieht 
upon  the  minds  of  some,  in  deciding  upon  this 
claim.  Still  I  hope  they  will  not ;  it  will  be 
time  enoagb  to  consider  the  justice  of  those 
claims  when  they  shall  have  been  presented. 
IfJ  however,  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
heretofore  pursued  with  regard  to  the  Cherokee 
depredations  committed  prior  to  the  treaty  of 
1798,  (hould  appear  to  be  obviously  unjust,  I 
grant  it  shoold  be  abandoned.  But  I  cannot 
see  how  any  one  can  come  to  this  conclusion, 
so  as  to  make  this  small  claim,  which  is  perhaps 
the  lart  of  that  class,  an  excepticm  to  a  nue 
which  has  90  iong  prevailed. 

Mr.  EvBnBTT,  m  reply  to  the  ailments  in 
favor  of  the  biU,  (of  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Ashlst, 
and  Mr.  SaiEtDS,)  said  that,  since  the  debate 
of  yesterday,  he  bad  exunined  this  case,  and 
was  satisfied  there  was  no  foundation  in  princi- 
ple ^r  the  claim.  He  was  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Honse 
to  an  argument  dry  and  uninteresting  in  itself^ 
more  especially  in  oppoution  to  a  clum  of  so  - 
trifling  an  amount.  In  addition  to  this,  he  wm 
asking  the  Honse  to  reverse  Its  own  deoiidott  in 
la  case  identical  with  Ihis^  (the  biU  for  the  relief 
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of  Joseph  Brown,  passed  in  1884.)  It  was 
reported  in  18S3,  and  sanctioned  by  a  second 
report  in  1684.  The  report  in  the  pres«it  case, 
made  at  Uie  last  sessiw,  refers  to  that  oase,  and 
rpUes  (Hi  it  as  a  precedent.  He  did  not  reoulect 
whether  the  case  of  Brown  tmd»went  a  dis- 
onsdon.  It  was  reported  and  passed  while  he 
was  engaged  elsewhere  on  another  oommittee, 
and  was  now  for  the  first  time  broo^t  to  his 
notice;  and  the  importance  of  the  principles 
assamed  was  bis  apolo^  for  addressing  the 
Hoase^  and  constitated  his  only  claim  to  their 
attention. 

If  the  aggresmon  complained  of  was  an  act 
of  war,  the  principle  assumed  wonld  extend  to 
all  aggressions  of  the  enemy  in  time  of  war. 
This  principle  baa  not  been  adopted  by  any 
Government  The  deciuoDs  of  Oongreaa  have 
beea  nniform,  on  claims  for  snidi  aggresrioos 
daring  the  revolntifHiary  and  late  wars.  If 
,  a  disnncUon  is  taken  In  fitvor  of  Indian 
agressions,  the  principle  will  extend  to  those 
of  the  West  down  to  uie  treaty  of  Greenville 
(1796,)  to  those  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and 
to  those  committed  and  comcoitting  by  the 
Greeks  and  Semlnoles.  At  the  time  of  this 
aggression  (1788)  there  was  bnt  little  ground 
for  a  distinction  between  Indian  and  foreign 
wars.  The  Indians  were  then  regarded  as 
foreign  and  independent  nations;  uiey  were 
not  surronnded  by  oar  seUIements  nor  under 
our  control.  He  votdd  refer  the  Honse  to  the 
report  of  the  Oommittee  on  Indian  Affiiirs,  in 
1684,  on  the  case  of  Alfi«d  Stewart.  If  the 
aggresdon  was  to  be  taken  as  committed  in 
time  of  peace,  the  prindple  assomed  wonld 
extend  to  aggressions  in  all  time  before  recog- 
nized war.  It  would  be  an  anthority  for  the 
allowance  of  the  claims  for  the  French  spolia- 
tions prior  to  1800. 

Hr.  E.  Bud  he  shoold  meet  the  daim  on  its 
strongest  ground ;  that,  for  the  purpose  of  the 
argxmient  he  would  give  the  claim  the  benefit 
of  the  admisfflon  of  a  fact  left  doubtiiil  in  the 
report — ^that  the  agigres^on  was  committed  in 
time  of  peace,  and  was  not  in  itself  an  act  of 
war.  I  will  here  remark  (continued  Mr.  E.) 
that  tiie  claim  is  for  an  aggression  committed 
not  on  the  person  bnt  on  the  properly  of  the 
oMmant,  and  that  the  <Aaim  aerivea  no  oiA 
from  the  hostile  character  of  the  aggression. 

The  case,  then,  is  ampb'  this :  Tne  claimant, 
in  1788,  with  the  assent  of  the  QierokeenaUon, 
was  passing  down  the  Tennessee  Biver,  within 
the  Cherokee  country,  with  his  property,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  trade,  but  with  the  sole 
view  of  passing  through  tnd  country,  to  make 
a  settlement  helow  it  when  his  property  was 
forcibly  taken  from  him  by  the  Cherokees; 
and  for  the  property  so  taken  he  claims  com- 
pensation. On  what  principle?  Upon  the 
assumed  principle  thai  the  Goremment  were 
bound  to  protect  its  citizeDS  against  Indian 
dein«dations,  committed  even  in  we  Cherokee 
oonntry ;  that  it  is  bound  to  seek  redress  for 
sndid^redftdonB;  that  it  haTingmade  a  treaty 


[H.  a 

without  securing  snoh  redress,  or  having  by 
treaty  released  the  claim,  they  are  hound  to 
iodenmify  the  sufferers.  To  lay  a  foundation 
even  for  the  aaaampti(ui  of  these  principles,  it 
should  appear  that  some  ri^^tj  secured  to  the 
dtimant  by  treaty,  had  been  violated,  and  that 
the  Government  had  in  fact  released  a  subaistii^ 
olaim  for  indemnity.  I  shall  endeavor  to  show 
that  the  aggression  was  not  in  violation  of  any 
right  secnred  to  the  client  by  treaty ;  that 
no  subsisting  claim  has  been  released ;  and  that 
the  Government  are  not  bound,  by  any  adopted 
principle  of  right  or  policy,  to  mdenmify  the 
claimant. 

The  treaty  of  Hopewell,  of  1786,  was  the 
first  treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  and  establi^ed 
oar  first  relation  of  peace  with  that  tribe  By 
the  9th  artide  of  tnis  treaty  we  secnred  the 
right  to  rebate  the  Indian  trade ;  and  the  lOth 
article  provides  that,  "until  the  pleasure  d 
Congress  be  known  Iwpecting  the  Bth'srUdeL 
all  traders,  dticens  of  uie  Umted  States,  shall 
have  liberty  to  go  to  any  of  the  tribes  or  towns 
of  the  Cherokees.  to  trade  with  them,  and  shall 
be  protected  in  their  persons  and  property,  and 
kmdly  treated."  The  6th  article  provides  that 
if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  other 
person,  not  being  an  Indian,  shall  attempt  to 
settle  on  their  hunting  grounds,  &c.,  such  person 
shall  forfeit  the  protection  of  the  United  States. 
No  rights  were  secnred  to  citizens  to  go  into 
the  Cherokee  country  for  any  purpose  except 
that  of  tradiiw  with  the  Cherokees ;  protection 
was  secured  by  tb»  imij  to  the  property  of 
traders  only.  Tbo  right  of  navigating  the 
Tennessee  ^verwas  not  secured  by  this  treaty, 
as  was  supposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, Qir.  Bill,)  but  by  the  treaty  of  1791. 
The  claimant  was  not  a  trader;  he  was  not 
passing  through  the  Cherokee  country  for  that 
purpose.  At  that  day  the  Indian  tribes  were 
treated  with  as  foreign  nations ;  and  it  is  some- 
what sic^ar^that  in  this  treaty  there  is  a  provi- 
uon  relatmg  to  retaliation  or  reprisals,  in  case  of 
a  violation  of  the  treaty :  "that  retaliation  shall 
not  be  practised  on  either  side,  except  where 
there  is  a  manifest  violiUion  of  this  treaty,  and 
then  it  shall  be  preceded  first  1^  a  demand  of 
justice,  and,  if  reflised,  tiien  by  a  dedaratioiiL 
of  hostUitles." 

Persons  going  into  the  Cherokee  oonntry  had 
no  other  secanly  than  the  trea^.  In  eveir 
other  respect  they  submitted  themselves  to  suim 
usage  as  might  befall  them,  without  having  any 
claim  to  call  on  the  Government  to  seek  redress 
for  any  injury  either  to  their  persons  or  property. 
The  Cherokees  may  have  violated  their  faith 
pled^  to  Anderson,  but  not  the  treaty.  It  is 
not  mtended  to  say  that  for  any  outrage  the 
Government  might  not,  if  it  chose,  demand 
satisfaction;  but  that  an  individual  has  no 
right  to  demand  this  of  Government,  exc^ 
for  the  violation  of  &  rig^t  secured  by  treaty. 
It  may  here  be  woper  to  refer  to  the  case  of 
Fettigrew  and  Soott— ^tepcnt  of  "iUxok  83, 
1682.)  The  r^OTt  in  that  case  is  based  aa 
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twoftota^iriiich  are  wanting  ia  this  case:  that 
aggr^Aoa  was  oommitted  in  17B4,  when 
dfiscenung  the  Tenneseee  RiTer,  in  Tiolation 
of  a  li^t  eecnred  by  the  treaty  of  17S1 ;  and 
that  the  treaty  of  1798  ceded  lands  in  satis- 
&otion  of  that  aggression.  Thej  appear  to 
hare  inferred  the  last  foct  rather  from  evidence 
of  what  OGCQired  pending  the  treaty  than  from 
the  treaty  itself. 

It  will  he  remembered  that  the  aggression 
was  in  1788.  The  next  material  &ct  is  that 
war  immediately  saoeeeded,  and  omtiniied  until 
1791.  Whatever  daima  tiie  GoyemmoDt  might 
have  had  againat  the  Oberokees,  even  tor  viola* 
tiona  of  the  treaty,  were  merged  in  the  war. 
it  is  the  remedy  aonght  by  the  parties  for  the 
redress  of  all  i^nries.  Admit  tbea,  for  the 
sake  of  the  argomeut,  that  a  right  the  clum- 
ant,  seom^  by  treaty,  had  been  violated,  and 
that  the  Government  wore  boond  to  seek  re- 
dress, the  act  of  war  was  the  measnre  by  which 
redress  was  songht— the  highest  act  to  which  a 
nation  can  resort  And  whether  they  in  fact 
obtun  redress  mnst  depend  on  the  &te  of  war. 
But  no  Gtovemmeut  guarantees  the  resolt  Its 
dotr  ifl,  by  all  reasonable  meana  otmnstcnt 
with  the  best  interest  ij£  the  cmnmunitiy,  to 
nekredreaaL  It  is  not,  however,  bound  to  oon- 
tinoe  a  war  nntU  redreaa  la  obttfned.  Hie 
higher  interest  of  the  conn  try  mnst  control; 
and  if  this  requires  that  a  peace  should  be 
made  without  obtaining  redress,  the  loss  must 
be  submitted  to.  The  Government  is  bound 
only  to  use  its  best  efforts ;  these  f^ing,  the 
Mtizen  must  submit  to  the  fate  of  war.  If, 
however,  a  satisfaction  be  obtuned,  in  part  or 
in  whole,  the  Government  is  bound  to  distribute 
it  among  the  claimants.  The  clmmants  for  the 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800  base  th^ 
claims  on  the  allegation  that  their  rights  se- 
cured 1^  treaty  were  violated ;  and  that  the 
Qovemmrat,  by  treaty,  have  rdeaaed  tlioee 
Alaini&  in  ccHudderation  of  an  equivalei^  The 
line  IB  made'on  the  eqnivalent;  hot  If  the 
prindple  now  assnmed  be  admitted,  this  iasne 
becomes  immaterial.  They  will  be  entitled  to 
relief,  though  an  equivalent  was  not  obtuned, 
because  it  was  not  obtfuned. 

By  the  treaty  of  Holstcn,  of  1791,  an  end 
was  put  to  the  war,  without  any  stipulation  for 
satisfiwtion  for  prior  aggressions  on  property. 
It  provides  for  the  mutou  restoration  of  prison- 
ers only.  Tliis  applied  to  no  species  of  prop- 
erty. The  treaty  of  1786  provided  not  only  for 
the  restoration  of  prisoners,  bnt  contained  the 
ftirther  proviinon :  "  They  shall  also  restore  all 
the  negroes  and  oth»  property  taken  daring 
the  late  war."  The  tretty  of  1791  was  rimfdy 
a  treaty  of  peace,  not  of  Indemnity.  **  There 
shall  be  perpetual  peace  and  fiiendship  be- 
tween," *'  All  animosities  for  past  griev- 
anoes  riiall  henceforth  cease."  The  effect  of 
the  act  of  peace  itself  was  to  bury  all  past 
animoeitiee.   It  foreclosed  all  claim  on  the  part 

the  Gk>vemment  or  its  dtizens  for  past  inju- 
Tfoa;  all  tight  «BMedf  and  no  mbeeqnent  treaty 


00  old  affect  them,  nulesa  they  were  expressly 
recognized  or  assomed. 


Satuboat,  January  7. 

The  honorable  Mr.  Ghousoit,  member  from 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  i^ipeared,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat 

Ikaeendantt  iffjamm  Avmt 
The  debate  was  continued  by  Ifoasra.  Shdclds, 

Etbbbtt,  and  Wabd,  when 
Mr.  Howell  called  toe  the  yeas  and  nays  on 

orderiiw  the  bill  to  be  engrossed ;  which  were 

orderea  and  were— yeaa  62,  naya  90.  So  the 

•bill  was  r^fe<^. 


IbniiUT,  January  9. 
Foreign  Au^on. 

Mr,  Adams  sud  he  was  desirous  to  make  tiie 

gsneral  inquiry,  whether  any  member  of  the 
ouse  was  charged  with  a  petition  from  the 
aathors  of  Great  Britun  to  the  Oongress  of  the 
United  States.  If  any  g^itieman  waa  charged 
with  such  a  petition,  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  ncthing 
ftirther  to  state;  he  did  not  know  but  that 
the  chrirman  of.  the  Oommittee  of  Vsys  and 
Means  (Mr.  Oaubbxlxko)  had  snch  a  petition 
in  his  hands. 

Mr.  A.  ezpluned  that  his  reason  for  making 
the  inquiry  was,  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  a  respectable  person  in  England,  Miss 
Harriet  Martineau,  enclosing  a  printed  address 
or  petition  from  certain  aathors  of  Great  Brit- 
on to  the  Ocmgress  of  the  United  States ;  and 
although  the  request  was  very  distinct  that  he 
would  &vor  the  object  6t  tiie  petition,  yet  no 

r' tive  request  was  made  that  he  would  present 
As  the  petition  was  merdy  a  printed  paper 
without  any  rignature,  he  did  not  toA  hunsdi 
at  liberty  to  ^esent  it,  if;  as  he  presumed,  there 
was  in  the  poaaoaeion  of  any  otn^  member  vH 
the  House,  who  would  pi^sent  it^  a  petition 


■.  Oajcbbklebto  said  he  had  no  aoch  p^ier 
in  his  poBBessNon. 

And  as  it  did  not  appear  that  any  other 
member  waa  chaiged  with  the  presentation  of 
the  Eame,  Mr.  Adams  said  he  would  wait 
another  week  or  two ;  and  if  a  formal  petition 
should  not  be  presented  by  that  time,  he  would 
present  the  one  which  had  been  forwarded  to 
him. 


'Wbdnbsdat,  Jamuiy  2,1. 

SurpluM  Beimue: 

Mr.  OAMBBXLaso,  from  the  Committee  ijt 
Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill,  on  the  subject  of  the  surplus  revenue, 
llie  titie  of  the  hitter  was  "  a  bill  to  rednoe  the 
revenue  of  the  United  States  to  the  wants  of 
the  Government." 
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Mr.  OwBXS  remarked  Uiat  as  this  was  a  tot 
importaat  report,  as  well  aa  the  aooompai^iog 
bill,  be  wonld  move  tbat  both  be  read ;  wLlcE 
was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  and  report  were  then  read  by  the 
Olerk.   The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Ull  to  reduce  the  revetiue  of  the  TTnited  States 
to  the  wants  of  tiie  Government 
"S9  U  enacied,  That  from  ud  after  the  80th 
dq^ofSeptendtertiex^in  all  oases  irtiere  duties  are 
fmpoaed  on  foreign  imposta  bj  the  act  of  the  14th 
of  July,  1832,  entitled  *  An  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  aevenl  acta  impoung  duties  on  imposts,'  or  hj 
any  other  act,  shall  exceed  twenty  per  centum  on 
the  value  theroof,  one-third  part  of  such  excess  riiall 
be  deducted;  from  sod  after  the  Slat  of  March,- 
16S8,  one4ialf  of  tiiereridue  of  such  exoeas  shall  be 
deducted:  and  on  the  80th  of  September,  1838,  the 
odier  half  shall  be  dedoeted,  any  tUng  in  the  act 
of  2d  of  March,  18S3,  to  the  oontcary  notwtthstand- 

"Sea  2.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  from 
and  after  the  SOth  of  September  next,  the  duties  on 
salt  and  coal  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
pealed." . 

The  btll  having  been  twioe  read,  and  the 
reading  of  the  report  being  conclnded — 

Ur.  Oahbrkuno  moved  that  the  bill  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the 
Btate  of  the  Union,  and  that  the  bill  and  report 
be  printed. 

Mr.  IiAWUKBTOB  aaid,  as  a  membw  of  the  Gom- 
mittee  of  "Waj^  and  Means,  and  one  of  the 
min<Hity  of  that  committee  apon  this  snbjeot) 
he  lu^>ed  he  might  be  permitted,  in  the  outset, 
to  express  his  entire  dissent  from  the'principles 
laid  down  both  in  the  bill  and  in  the  report. 

6ir,  stud  Mr.  L.,  this  is  a  measure  of  great 
importnnoe — no  less  than  a  bill  to  reduce  Uie 
revenues  of  this  country,  which  were  proposed 
by  the  law  of  1682  not  to  be  reduced  tjll  1842 ; 
that  is,  in  five  years  and  a  half  from  this  time. 
It  was,  he  repeated,  &  bill  to  bring  down  the 
revenues  of  the  country,  in  the  short  period  of 
eighteen  months,  as  much  as  was  proposed  by 
the  lav  of  1882  in  five  years  and  a  half.  He 
wialied,  therefore,  the  members  of  the  House  to 
reflect  for  a  moment  upon  the  principles  oon- 
tained  in  tliat  r^rt,  and  those  contained  in 
the  bill.  He  pnt  tiie  question  to  the  members 
fji  that  House,  whether  there  was  any  serious, 
any  abiding  feeling  there  that  that  bill  was  to 
become  the  law  of  the  land.  This  qnestion 
should  be  answered ;  for  the  bill  was  of  so  much 
importance  that  it  was  a  necessary  duty  that 
Hooae  owed  to  the  country  that  it  shonld  be 
advised  that  such  legislation  was  contemplated 
npon  the  great  interests  of  die  oountry. 

What  was  to  be  the  effect,  merely,  of  simply 
reporting  this  bill  now !  It  was  to  create  a 
panic  from  tme  end  of  the  country  to  the  oUier. 
what  was  Ha  present  state,  mm  Maine  to 
Georgia!  What  was  the  state  of  our  finanoes  I 
How  did  they  stand  wiA  refSwenoe  to  penmiaxy 
iaoUitteal  Why,  that  in  all  the  gnat  oom- 
merdal        m  ^e  East,  (and  be  understood 


[H.  S. 

it  to  be  wwse  and  higher  in  the  new  States,) 
money  was  from  flftera  to  twoity  or  thirty  per 
cent,  per  annum.  Bir,  stdd  he,  there  is  already 
a  puilc,  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  condition 
in  whidi  the  finances  of  the  oountry  bad  been 
placed,  and  the  effect  of  the  proposition  then 
Wore  the  House  was  to  increase  that  panto ; 
and  how  1  You  come  down  heroj  and  propose 
a  reduction  upon  all  articles  of  import  of  ten 
per  cent,  in  sij;  months,  ten  per  cent,  more  in 
six  months  Uiereafier,  and  ten  per  cent,  more 
in  the  ensuing  six  months. 

Mr.  Mum,  of  New  York,,  raised  the  pomt  of 
order,  whether  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  open 
to  debate  at  this  incdpient  stage. 

Mr.  Lawbknos  would  go  through  in  one 
moment. 

[Cries of  "GoonI "  "go onl " from  aevaral 
parts  of  fhe  House.] 

Mr.  MasN  remarked  that  the  debate  was  en- 
tirely irr^olar ;  bnt  if  tbe  Honse  were  diq;>oaed 
that  it  ahonld  go  <Hif  it  conld,  of  course,  00 
order. 

Mr.  LiLwuESOB  said  he  int|pded  to  conclude 
his  remarks  by  moving  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table.  He  proceeded.  He  wished  to  appeal  to 
a  few  gentlemen  of  that  House  on  the  subject. 
He  appealed,  then,  to  the  Bq>resentatives  from 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  this  bill  be  a  party  meas- 
ure ;  he  hoped  it  was  not ;  but  he  appealed  to 
the  members  from  that  State,  and  asked  them 
if  they  were  ready  to  sanction  and  adopt  the 
doctrines  of  that  bill  and  report.  He  appealed 
next  to  the  members  from  the  State  of  Kew 
York.  He  had  been  told  that  that  State  was 
in  Isvor  of  the  syston,  but  he  did  not  believe 
it.  He  knew  there  were  many  gentlemen  from 
that  State  on  that  floor  in  favor  of  this  system ; 
bat  a  m^ority  of  her  people,  he  had  no  herita- 
tion  in  saying,  so  far  as  he  knew  them,  never 
wonld  sustain  the  doctrines  set  forth  in  that 
report. 

[Mr.  Manit  exdMmed,  he  knows  very  little, 
then,  about  the  sentiments  of  that  people  I  j 

Mr.  L.  also  appealed  to  the  State  of  Ohjo.  and 
to  all  the  Be^  and  growing  States  of  the  West^ 
if  they  had  no  interest  in  thia  qnestion.  Waa 
there  a  gentianan  npon  this  floor,  Inly  r^ffe- 
Bmting  Ids  constitnents,  who  would  get  np  in 
his  place,  and  say  he  was  willing  to  place  the 
whole  industry  of  his  oountry  npon  the  same 
foundation  as  that  of  fcovign  nations?  He 
could  anticipate  their  answer.  It  would  be  in 
the  negative.  He  appealed  next  to  New  Eng- 
land, to  the  whole  of  New  England ;  he  would 
app^  to  the  State  of  Oonnecticat,  whose  dele* 
gation  composed  a  portion  of  the  administration 
party  in  that  House,  if  they  would  dare  ^ 
home  to  their  constituents  with  this  report  m 
their  hands,  and  say  to  them,  "  this  is  onr  doc- 
trine; we  win  stand  or  flail  by  it" 

Sir,  they  would  not  be  sosbuned  for  an  boor 
if  they  did  so.  When  be  qtpealed  to  New  Eng- 
land, he  was  aware  there  was  a  diverdty  at 
<^lnion  np(m  thia  ml^leot;  but  he  .vaa  oonft- 
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dent  there  was  no  (Ufftoence  of  opioion  on  one 
poiot;  and  that  was,  that  this  extraordmar7 
reduction,  brought  forward  at  this  time,  and 
under  the  ciroamstances,  was  without  the 
shadow  of  a  plea  for  it. 

What  had  they  been  told  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury?  What  did  me  departments 
say?  Did  not  they  tell  them  that,  in  their 
opinion,  the  revenue  would  fall  short  daring 
the  present  year  t  Did  not  tho  Secretary  of 
tbo  TreoBary,  after  maldDA  his  estimates,  (and 
who  knew  better  !}  state  that  the  revenae,  after 
the  impropriation  made  on  the  Slst  of  Decem- 
ber next,  would  be  short  at  least  three  miUions 
of  dolWs  t  And  what  did  they  know  about 
the  revenue  of  1888?  Who  could  say  what 
would  be  derived  from  the  customs  or  from  the 
publio  lands  ?  Who  could  tell  what  contingen- 
cies might  arise  in  that  interval  ? 

Again  he  denounced  the  bill  as  a  monstrous 
measure,  frangVt  with  the  most  dangerous  con- 
sequences, and  whose  effect  would  he  to  weak- 
en, if  not  break  down,  the  bonds  of  confidence 
and  credit  whicj^  ought  mutually  to  subust 
between  men  an^commnnities.  He  again  and 
■gain  reiterated  his  ^>eal  to  gentlemen  of  the 
administration  par^  from  FeuDsylvania,  Oon- 
neoUout,  and  Hew  Hampshire,  &o.,  to  como  ont 
and  avow  if  they  were  in  fbvor  of  this  bill,  or 
tiiat  they  believed  it  to  be  for  the  interest  of 
the  coantry.  Mr.  L.  then  went  on  to  show 
that  the  principles  of  free  trade  ought  not  to  be 
attempted  in  this  country  until  a  correapondioff 
feeling  bad  been  exhibited  by  Great  Britun  and 
the  contiuent  of  Europe;  for  they  taxed  for- 
eign articles  most  heavily,  particularly  tobacco, 
bacon  and  hams,  coals,  dec.  He  was  referring 
to  the  British  tanff  on  imported  articles,  when 

The  Chaib  interposed,  and  sud  the  whole 
merits  of  the  bill  were  not  open  at  that  utaw. 

Ur.  Laweknoe  wished  to  speak  of  the  eSiects 
of  sending  thb  bill  oat  to  Uie  people,  and,  after 
dcnng  ao,  i^onld  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  Obaik  had  merely  apprised  the  gentle- 
man that  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  not  open 
on  a  motion  to  print  and  refer  it. 

Hr.  Lawbbnob  inquired  if  a  motion  to  reject 
it  would  be  in  order. 

The  Ghaie  replied,  not  in  that  stage. 
.  21r.  InoEBsoLL.  Would  it  be  in  order  to  move 
its  indefinite  postponement  ? 

The  Ohair.  That  motion  would  be  in  order ; 
but  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  would  take 
precedence. 

ICr.  Inoebboix.  Would  that  motion  open 
the  diflonssion? 

The  CtaixB  replied,  that  a  moUon  to  postpone 
indefinitely  opeuoi  wo  whole  merits  of  a  prop- 
ositionr 

Mr.  Lawbbhos  then  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  hill. 

[A  most  animated  dlBcnssion  then  took  place  on 
the  Tholo  merits  of  the  bill,  ioTOlving  the  ihree- 
fold  qoestiona  of  protection  to  maDafactures,  sor- 
bins to  ditide,  and  Unuting  the  re>nnae  to  the 
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neoMsar;  support  of  the  Qorenuaent.  The  gentle- 
men who  engaged  in  ibSa  dtseoarion,  were:  Meflsn. 
Lawrence,  Ounbreleng,  Kami  of  Hew  York,  Inger- 
Boll,  Yuiderpoel,  McKay,  Mover,  Beed,  Craig, 
Adams,  Bell,  Tfaomaa,  Vinton,  Owens,  Toncey,  Suth- 
eriand,  Conrin,  Galbraitb,  Uuhleoberg,  Calhoon,  and 
Fatton.  A  motion  to  U7  the  bill  on  the  taUe  waa 
th«k  made  and  decided  as  foUowa :} 

Ykas. — Hessra.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  AHen,  An- 
thony, Ashley,  BfUley,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Black,  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Oal- 
bonn,  G.  Clumbers,  J.  Chambers,  Chetwood,  Cbilda, 
Glaik,  Crane,  Gushing,  Dariington,  Denny,  Evans, 
Everett,  Eoirier,  frowb,  GaUmltb,  R.  Oailand, 
Graneu-,  ISrenimlf  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Harlan,  Harper^ 
S.  S.  Harrison,  Hazeldne,  Henderson,  Heister,  Hoar, 
Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Iwersoll,  Ingham,  Janes, 
Jenifer,  R  U,  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Eilgore, 
Lanang,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  T.  Lee,  iJncoln,  J, 
Uann,  Samson  Hason,  Haury,  HcEennan,  Hercer, 
Miller,  UiUigan,  Morris,  Huhlenbeig,  Paricer,  D.  J; 
Pearce,  J.  A.  Fearce,  Pearson,  Fettjgrew,  Phelps, 
Phillips,  Rckens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rnflsell,  SchenA,  W. 
B.  Shepard,  Slade,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Steele,  Storer, 
Suthei^d,  Tonoey,  Tumor,  Yiiitcm,Wagener,  Ward- 
weU,  Washington,  JS.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittfeoey, 
Tooi^— 98. 

Kats. — Messrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Boon,  Bonldb, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bnma,  Bynom,  Oambrelen^ 
Campbell,  Carr,  CRrter,  Gamy,  Cfaaney,  Chapman, 
Gh^n,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H  Claiborne,  Cleva- 
hxid,  Coles,  Connor,  Graig,  Cramer,  Gusbman,  Davis, 
Daireon,  Debeiry,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dnsbqi, 
Efner,  Ehuore,  Fairfield,  Forester,  Fry,  Fuller,  J. 
Garland,  Gbolson,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grant- 
land,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hau- 
neean,  A.  0.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Holsey, 
H^t,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Huntington,  Hantsman^ 
Jarvis,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Elingen- 
smith.  Lane,  Lawler,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Love,  Loyalt,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  Martin,  W. 
Mason,  M.  Mason,  MoGomas,  McKay,  McKeon,  Mc- 
Kim,  McLene,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Owens, 
Page,  Paries,  Patterson,  Fatton,  F.  Fierce,  Peyton, 
Pimdmey,  Bem^ier,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Rey- 
nolds, Kidiardson,  Robertson,  Rc^rs,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Sbidds,  Sbinn,  Smith,  Standefer,  TaUafeiro, 
Thomas,  John  Tbomiwn,  Waddy  TbfKnpson,  Tonill, 
Yanderpoel,  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  L.  WOliaina, 
Wise,  Yell— 111. 

So  the  Hoose  determined  that  the  bill  shonld 
not  be  laid  on  the  table. 


TUBSD1.T,  January  11. 
Mueutise  Adminiitration — Mr,  Wiae^» 

The  Home  proceeded  to  the  ocrndderation 
of  the  rewdnatm  hereti^Dre  ofibred  hy  Mr. 
Wis*. 

Hr.  HoEwnr  add  the  reading  of  the  resdn- 

tion  must  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  House 
the  fact  that  a  lai^  portion  of  its  time  had 
been  exp^ded  opon  the  discussion  of  the  vari- 
ous topics  which  had  been  introduced  into  the 
dfibflAe,  He  was  deeply  impreaaed  wiA  tte 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATS8  OF  GOl^aRESS. 


251 


Jahuabt,  1887.} 

necessity  of  conSning  any  remarks  he  might 
offer  vithin  a  narrow  compass.  He  assured 
the  Home  that  nothing  would  have  iudnoed 
him  to  prcdoQg  a  debate  already  too  mndi  ex- 
tended, except  that  jastioe  to  those  with  whom 
lie  acted,  and  to  himself^  required  him  to  noUce 
some  of  the  obserrationa  made  In  the  comve  of 
the  debate. 

When  the  resolation  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Wisb)  was  Introdaced,  I  viewed 
it,  said  Ur.  MoK.,  as  a  measure  novel  in  its 
character,  and  one  calculated  to  establish  a 

f recedent  which  might  hereafter  be  perverted, 
a  the  phraseolt^  of  the  resolution,  I  saw  a 
power  of  unlimited  extent  intrusted  to  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House.  I  am  not  of  that  school 
which  insists  upon  a  search  warrant  to  authorize 
joa  to  examine  your  pnblio  offices ;  but  I  can- 
not bat  believe  that,  if  yon  intend  to  examine  any 
matter  beyond  the  manner  in  which  your  pub- 
lic agents  dischai^  the  duties  of  their  appoint 
ment,  yoa  will  require  BOmethiQK  more  toan  a 
resolution  of  this  House.  What  does  the  origi- 
nal resolution  propose  ?  To  examine  into  uie 
official  and  unofficial  conduct  of  those  who  are 
directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  Uie  public 
departments.  This  is  the  task  which  is  to  be 
allotted  to  a  committee  of  this  House.  This  is 
the  inquisitorial  tribunal  you  propose  to  create. 
If  we  appoint  the  committee,  how  oan  it  pro- 
ceed in  the  discharge  of  its  dnty  I  The  power 
of  this  House  con  go  no  further  than  to  examine 
into  the  official  condnot  of  those  who  are  in 
office,  who  receive  their  compeDsaUoa  at  vonr 
hands,  and  who  are  liable  to  censure  ana  re- 
moval for  any  breach  of  dnty.  In  every  point 
connected  with  yoar  pnblio  offices,  in  every 
matter  of  an  official  character,  you  have  the 
right  and  the  power  to  exact  a  ri^d,  strict  ex- 
amination ;  but  when  yon  will  attempt  to  in- 
quire into  the  unofficial  conduct  of  a  poblio 
officer,  or  to  make  the  wide-spread  investigation 
proposed  by  the  resolution,  tiie  success  of  your 
mvesdgation  will  depend  more  upon  tiie  dis- 
poflition  of  those  who  may  be  called  before  the 
committee  than  on  any  power  of  this  House  to 
compel  them  to  satisfy  your  inquiries.  Ton 
will  search  in  vain  for  a  precedent  for  this 
movement  in  porliamentarr  iiistory ;  bat  yoa 
may  find  one  elsewhere.  There  oan  be  fixmd 
one  direction  to  whlcdi  it  bears  a  atriot  resem- 
blance. The  oommaud  of  this  Hoose  to  the 
committee  may  be  finmd  in  that  of  Dogberry 
to  the  watch,  a  Bwe^>ing  resolution  to  com- 
prehend all  vwrom  men,"  and  to  let  all  go  who 
will  not  stana  according  to  order.  Let  it  be 
considered  that  we  have  several  standing  com- 
mittees, whose  dnty  it  Is  to  investigate  the  af- 
fairs of  your  departments.  Let  it  be  consider- 
ed, also,  that,  but  a  few  days  since,  we  appi^t- 
ed  a  committee,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Gabuhd,)  which 
committee  is  d^ly  engaged  in  the  examination 
€i£  one  of  the  subjects  referred  to  in  this  reso- 
lation. Ye^  «r,  the  very  point  whidi,  I  be- 
liere,  acoordingrto  the  mover  (tf  tids  propodtifni, 
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gave  rise  to  this  proposed  investigation.  Bnt 
in  addition  to  these  means  which  are  within 
our  power,  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Bhode  Island  is  offered.  Thai,  amendment 
is,  fci  my  opinion,  not  open  to  the  ol^Jeetiims 
which  may  be  made  to  the  original  proposition. 
It  is  in  accordance  with  paniamentuy  prac- 
tice. It  is  no  piurt  of  the  duty  of  a  Legislatnre 
to  undertake  an  exploring  expedition  in  search 
of  abases  ;  but  if  abuses  are  charged,  it  be- 
comes a  solemn  duty  to  investigate  them.  The 
amendment  proposes  to  create  a  tribunal  before 
whi<^  charges  can  be  made,  and  to  examine 
into  the  truth  of  those  charges.  Suppose  a 
petition  was  presented  to  this  House,  and  refer- 
red to  one  of  the  appropriate  committees,  pray- 
ing an  examination  into  the  manner  in  which 
your  public  officers  discharge  their  duties,  and 
setting  forth  that  abases  existed.  Yoor  com- 
mittee woidd  aak  the  petitioners  for  epecSBo 
ohai^ges^  and  if  they  were  produced  the  examl* 
nation  wonld  be  made.  I  donbt  very  modi 
whether  they  would  inquire  of  yonr  diffisrent 
departments  and  bureaus  for  somiething  to  sus- 
tain tiie  allegation  of  the  petitioners. 

But,  rfr,  it  appears  that  your  standing  com- 
mittee^ your  select  committee,  the  amend- 
ment, will  not  be  satisfactory.  Nothing  will 
give  sufficient  latitude  but  the  original  resola- 
tion. I  prefer  Bustainiog  the*  amendment,  be- 
lieving it  cannot  be  perverted  hereafter  into  a 
dangerous  precedent;  but  if  that  cannot  be 
adopted,  I  shall  not  be  found  denying  investi- 
gation. I  am  wilUng  to  give  every  iiaSlity,  and 
to  afford  ample  means,  to  pursue  the  OMred 
enmination;  to  have  the  official  transactions 
and  eorreq>ondettce  of  your  pobHo  offices  laid 
open.  As  the  representatives  of  the  peo^ 
we  are  bound  to  guard  every  department.  We 
are  bound  to  pour  light  into  every  portion  of 
this  Government.  It  is  due  not  only  to  the 
country,  but  to  the  incumbents,  to  those  on  this 
floor  who  wish  the  examination,  that  some  de- 
cision should  be  bad  on  this  sabject  and  that 
without  delay.  The  debate  which  has  arisen 
upon  this  resolution  has  resuscitated  the  denun- 
ciations and  charges  which  we  had  reason  to 
believe  were  long  since  buried.  I  have  been 
surprised  to  obs^re  the  omrae  of  tiie  present 
dlscusriwL  The  same  aoensations  oi  oorrtq>- 
tion,  of  proBoriptian,  and  of  abases  of  every 
nature,  which  were  made  at  the  last  session, 
with  a  view  of  operating  on  the  then  approach- 
ing political  contest,  are  reiterated  upon  the 
present  ocoarion.  We  ought  to  suBi>ect  that 
our  fate  has  been  that  of  Rip  Van  Winkle; 
that  we  have  been  sleeping  quietiy  while  the 
thunders  of  the  opposition,  louder  ur  than  any 
which  reverberated  through  the  Oatskill,  have 
been  pealing  over  us,  and  we  have  been  nn- 
consoions  of  the  presidential  contest  which  has 
Jnst  closed.  If  there  is  to.  be  a  repetition 
of  those  chai:ges,  it  is  fall  time  we  should  be 
aroused.  I  have  sooght  for  new  statements 
but  n<me  are  ofltoed.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  the  ome  repreacmtotiona  vhidh  ore  mads 
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now  were  made  hetote  tbe  atragf^e  oommenoed ; 
that  the  aame  endeoce,  Bostuned  hj  the  aid  of 
the  same  distingaished  gentleiQea,  was  laid  be- 
fore the  people  of  this  ooantry,  and  that  the 
people  Bapported  him  og^st  whom  theee 
chMges  were  intended  to  operate.  "Why  do 
gentlemen  atop  even  now?  Why  do  they 
halt  ?  Why  not  cross  the  Rubicon  ?  There  is 
etill  remedy  left.  If  outx^es  upon  the  coosti- 
tntion,  if  violatjons  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, have  been  committed,  why,  inatead  of 
maidng  the  accusation,  is  not  ibe  individnal 
who  is  the  author  (tf  tooBe  evils  made  liable  to 
tiie  conseqoenoes  of  impeaobmentf  If  he  haa 
Tiolated  the  rights  of  any  of  your  eltiseBa,  any 
Hi  the  rights  of  any  brandi  of  the  QoTern- 
ment,  why  is  he  not  placed  in  a  nto^ion  where 
he  will  be  req aired  to  ddend  his  pnbUo  oharao- 
ter  from  these  aocnsations  ?  If  we  bare  wateh- 
fiil  sentinels  on  the  ramparts  of  oonatitntional 
libei'ty,  let  them  jiot  only  sound  the  alarm,  but 
let  them  seize  upon  him  whom  ihej  represent 
to  be  an  enemy  of  the  oonntry.  That  country 
haa  a  right  to  demand  this  movement  at  the 
hands  of  those  who  are  so  desirous  of  preserv- 
ing its  interests  from  violation.  Nothing  is 
easier  than  to  denounce.  We  ask  tor  the  evi- 
dences to  support  the  dharges  l^ey  make— we 
adc  ibr  action. .  The  Ezeontive  has  been  r^re- 
sented  as  a  violator  of  his  plighted  iUth,  as  one 
who  had  broken  every  pledge.  Let  ns  look  to 
his  inaogoral  address,  which  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  exposition  of  the  policy  which 
would  characterize  his  administration.  In  re- 
gard to  your  foreign  policy,  he  bad  stated  that 
he  would  endeavor  to  preserve  peace  and  culti- 
vate friendship  with  all  nations  on  honorable 
terms,  and  to  adjust  our  differences  in  the  for- 
bearuig  spirit  beooming  a  powerfol  nation, 
rather  than  the  sensibility  belonging  to  a  gal- 
luit  people.  Has  this  been  fulfiOed }  Do  yon 
find  the  violation  of  this  pledge  in  the  elevated 
ponitioa  which  our  countir  snstwns  amongst 
Uie  nations  of  the  earth  f  He  pledged  hlmsMf 
to  a  spirit  of  c<»npromise,  equity,  and  oantion, 
in  regard  to  yonr  tarifi;  by  the  promotion  of 
agricmtnre,  commerce,  and  manufactures ;  and 
if  any  encouragement  should  be  j^ven,  it  was 
only  to  those  articles  which  might  be  found 
essentitd  to  our  national  iadependenoe.  Let 
Ms  HesMges  to  Oongress  show  how  far  he  has 
labored  to  discharge  this  pledge.  He  avowed 
his  determination  to  reform  abases,  by  depend- 
ing for  the  promotion  of  the  public  service  not 
on  tiie  number,  but  on  the  efficiency,  the  in- 
tegrity, the  zeal,  of  pobUo  officers.  Let  the 
consequences  of  the  toils  of  those  agents,  visible 
in  ihe  nf^otiation  of  fordgn  treaties,  and  in 
the  bi^pj  results  of  the  faithfid  discharge  of 
duties  within  our  counttT)  be  his  defence  on 
tliis  point  He  promisea  to  facilitate  the  ez- 
tingui^ment  of  the  public  debt.  Has  that  been 
discharged !  Does  not  the  contest  here  for  the 
divisi(Hi  of  an  immense  surplus  in  your  Treas- 
niy  ipeak  for  him  on  this  sul^ectt  Has  not, 
duiing  this  adminiatntion,  the  novel  speotada 
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been  presented  to  the  world  of  an  inunaue 

r^nbiic,  unshackled  with  a  national  debtf 
When  the  violence  of  political  feeling  shall  have 
subsided,  but  one  opinion,  sir,  will  be  given  of 
the  present  administratioa ;  and  i^  as  some 
gendemen  inrist,  the  coming  administration 
will  be  but  a  continuation  of  the  policy  of  the 
present,  the  country  may  be  congratulated  on 
the  prospect  of  a  career  of  brilliancy  and  pros- 
perity. It  will  be  a  continuation  of  a  policy 
whidi  seeks  to  enlarge  the  liberties  of  every 
citizen,  and  to  promote  the  wel&re  of  the 
Union. 

The  corrnption  which  exists  in  the  Govern- 
ment is  a  friiitfiil  theme.  The  dictation  of  the 
Ezeoative,  and  his  interfbrraice  with  the  elec- 
tive f^anoiuse,  have  been  blazoned  forth  to  the 
world.  Sir,  if  we  have  had  a  dictator,  he  bears 
but  littie  resemblance  to  the  Sylla  of  other 
days.  The  Soman  retired  when  the  aristocracy 
had  been  armed  with  the  sceptre,  but  our  dic- 
tator is  about  to  surrender  his  trust  when  the 
democracy  is  triumphant   Do  ^ntiemen  sup- 

Eose  that  the  intelligence  of  this  country  is  to 
a  deceived  with  this  outcry!  May  we  ask 
when  and  where  this  dictation  took  place? 
Who  were  the  individuals  who  yielded,  or  the 
States  that  submitted  to  his  commands?  We 
hear  of  Tennesseel  That  Btate  not  vote 
for  the  individnal  who  is  said  to  have  obtained 
his  election  by  the  dictation  of  the  Ezecutivb 
If  the  dictation  of  the  President  was  of  anv 
av^  it  must  have  been  united  not  only  wiu 
omnipotence,  but  omnipresence.  Its  results  are 
seen  in  Maine,  and  at  the  same  time  in  Louisi- 
ana— in  the  Atiantio  States  and  in  your  far 
West.  This  chaige  (let  genUemen  consider)  of 
dictation  and  of  corruption  reaches  not  only 
the  Ezeontive,  but  at  those  above  that  Execu- 
tive. The  poisoned  arrows  which  are  scattered 
strike  not  only  those  agfunst  whom  they  are 
lumed,  but  at  Che  body  of  the  American  people. 
If  there  are  oomtpterst  where  are  the  oorropt- 
ed?  Are  we  to  seek  for  them  amongst  the 
honest  yeomanry  of  the  land  f  Is  this  degrad- 
ing character  to  be  given  to  onr  conntrymen  ? 
I  tnut  we  are  not  ready  to  look  upon  a  minori- 
ty of  our  fellow-citizens  as  obedient  slaves, 
ob^ing  the  edicts  of  an  imperial  master.  The 
^  of  uie  Executive  bos  been  that  he  moved  in 
unison  ^rith  the  people,  and  for  this  he  ia  de- 
nonnoed.  This  is  his  crime,  in  the  eyes  of  his 
oppouMits.  I  cannot  believe  that  hia  course 
^rill  at  any  time  be  deemed  unpatriotic,  or 
prejudicial  to  the  institutions  of  onr  common 
country. 

I  cannot  omit  a  reference  to  the  allasions 
which  have  been  made  to  the  President  during 
this  debate.  The  gentieman  from  Yi^inia 
(Ur,  Wi8b)  has  traced  his  course  flrom  the 
period  of  his  eariy  obscurity  to  the  present  ex- 
alted station  which  he  now  holds.  From  its 
rise  in  humbleness,  he  has  fbuud  the  tenor  of 
his  life  a  broad  and  sweeping  current,  rolling 
onward  under  the  living  light  of  day  and  the 
steady  gase  of  the  naticm.  Parallels  are  sought;' 
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"but  where  f  Are  thej  sooght  for  amongst  the 
patriots  whose  repatations  are  iaterwoven  with 
the  brightest  epochs  of  the  pastf  Are  they 
lonnd  in  some  brilliaiit  ez^plo  of  devotwn  to 
country,  of  fidelity  to  her  insmatioiiB,  of  purity 
of  purpose,  of  undying  patriotism;  amongst 
Aristides,  the  Curtii,  or  the  Gatosf  No, 
sir ;  we  find  them  seeking  for  parallels  iu  the 
most  corrupt  and  degraded  periods  of  the 
Boman  GoTemment.  They  find  them  in  a 
Oonmiodus  or  a  Beverus ;  in  the  rile,  the  profii- 
gate,  and  depraved  emperors  of  a  crumbling 
empire.  Who  is  your  modem  Commodosl 
Shall  I  summon  from  his  many  battle-fields  tiiie 
manes  of  the  dead  to  be  his  defenders  f  No, 
sir ;  let  the  living  attest  bis  worth  t  I^et  them 
answer  whether  or  not  it  was  by  ooUecting 
around  him  the  &bai)ipned  Oleanders  of  bis 
time  he  led  your  000007  throtq^h  many  diffi- 
cDltiea  up  to  the  eminence  on  which  he  now  is 
leaving  her  I  Eren  in  the  hi^est  ezdtement 
of  a  political  contest,  we  ot^nt  not  to  forget 
the  services  of  our  public  men — of  those  wno 
*'  have  done  the  state  some  service."  The  petty 
differences  of  party  wLU  disappear,  but  the  re- 
sults of  the  labor  of.  those  men  never  will  be 
destroyed.  For  one,  I  will  not  desecrate  the 
temple  of  our  Union  by  any  attempt  to  de£ace 
one  particle  of  those  brilliant  names  that  may 
cast  their  splendor  over  it.  Fidelity  to  oar  own 
principles  never  can  be  incompaUble  with  jus- 
tice and  toleration  for  those  of  our  opponents. 
I  qwak  of  this  point  not  aa  a  partisan,  but  as  an 
Amerioui.  I  camutt  be  deterredf  1^  thd  tear 
of  being  termed  a  flatters,  from  doing  Jostiee  to 
any  man.  I  ask  gentlemen  how  they  can  hope 
that  the  people  will  attend  to  their  tdiarges? 
We  are  told  it  is  to  inform  the  people  of 
tiie  dangers  they  have  passed— of  the  con- 
spiracies against  their  liberties  that  have  been 
exploded.  Why,  sir,  Cicero  himself  would  not 
have  been  heeded  when  the  conspirators  were 
deprived  of  all  power  to  iiijure.  The  people 
of  this  country  will  not,  as  the  hour  is  ap- 
proaching which  is  to  separate  them  from  him 
who  has  for  years  eiyoyed  their  highest  coi^- 
dence,  stand  with  ready  ear  to  listen  to  denun- 
<dationsw  Not  while  one  spark  of  gratitude 
remama  will  they  refuse  to  sUeld  him.  They 
will  be  seen  protecting  lum  from  tiie  flames  of 
pcditical  persecutions ;  they  will  be  the  first  to 
rescue  bim — ^the  patriot  who  has  led  tbdr 
armies  to  victory  and  given  permanency  to 
their  Union — from  the  ignominy  of  belug  placed 
in  the  same  niche  of  iuamortal  infamy  wiUi  a 
Gommodas  or  a  Sevems. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  approaching 
administration  will  be  brought  into  power  by 
the  vilest  means ;  that  it  is  the  triumph  of  the 
New  York  system.  I  find  that  it  is  the  fashion 
of  the  hour  to  refer  to  that  State.  Her  im- 
mense resources,  her  natural  and  artificial  ad- 
vantages, are  paraded  to  excite  ajealouey  against 
her  mterests  and  her  tnna.  Is  this  uie  q>irit 
in  whitdi  this  Union  was  framed,  ot  o«n  be 
maintainedf  Why,  io  secure  a  pefety  triumph 
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of  party,  is  this  efibrt  made  to  array  sec- 
tion against  section,  State  against  State?  In 
sorrow,  not  in  anger,  have  I  heard  the  charges  . 
made  against  that  State.  I  have  wftneswd  the 
efibrts  to  injure  herfidrfiime;  but  still  Ilook 
upon  my  natite  State  wilii  pride.  Not  mte 
particle  of  her  reputation  is  yet  tamlBhed.  • 
That  State  can  look  baok  upon  the  past  with 
high  BBtisfftotion,  and  look  forward  to  the 
fature  with  the  brightest  anticipations.  What, 
sir,  has  been  her  system?  She  has  had  "a 
giant's  strength,  but  she  has  used  it  like  a 
giant."  She  stands  erect  in  the  conscionsness 
<tf  her  sacrifices  to  the  independence,  the  lib- 
erty of  the  country,  and  to  the  Union  of  these 
States.  She  presents  to  yon  her  Saratoga,  as 
her  evidence  of  her  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
the  Bevolnti<m.  Every  point  of  her  whole 
frontier  is  the  theatre  of  redstanee  to  the  in- 
To^nof asavageorsdvilizedfoe.  Inpeao^ 
as  in  war,  no  sordid  policy  baa  characterized 
her  ooorse.  I  challenge  genUmea  to  pdnt 
out  in  the  votes  of  her  Bepresentatives  here,  or 
in  the  le^islatioa  of  the  State,  any  dispontion 
to  elevate  that  State  at  the  sacrifioe  of  the 
rights  or  interests  of  any  section  of  tills 
oottfederacy.  Her  history  contalna  not  a  sinf^e 
line  for  which  one  of  her  sons  need  blush. 
Proud  of  her  history,  proud  of  her  enterprise, 
for  one,  I  would,  in  the  language  of  one  who 
has  pven  glory,  not  only  to  that  State,  but  to 
the  whole  confederacy,  as  soon  forget  the 
mother  that  gave  me  birth,  as  that  State  the 
trophies  of  whose  systems  may  be  seen  in  the 
nnnvalled  prosperity  of  her  millicHiB  oFl^aU- 
tants.  The  power  she  wields  was  never  exer- 
cised for  oppresfdon.  Highly  she  has  been, 
but  none  have  been  more  meek.  To  be  the 
eqoal,  not  the  superior,  of  ber  sister  States,  has 
ever  been  ber  oMeot  Gratitude  demands  this 
bumble  tribute  from  one  who  owes  her  much ; 
and  Justice  requires  that  her  character  should 
not  be  misrepresented. 

Mr.  Wise  sud  that  the  parliamentary  prac- 
tice had  been  that  the  geutieman  who  had 
offered  a  resolution,  and  opened  a  debate, 
should  be  indnlged  in  replying  to  members  who 
had  opposed  it,  and  in  concluding  his  debate. 
He  had  iidended  to  avail  himself  of  this  indol- 

Obut  now  the  previous  question  was 
the  Honse.  Now,  it  appeared, 
gentlemen  seemed  disposed  to  pass  the  resdn- 
tion ;  to  pass  it,  in  order  to  save  the  adminis- 
tration party  from  the  imputation  of  delaying 
action  on  the  resolution  by  debate.  He  would 
ask,  however,  and  he  would  thank  gentiemm 
to  answer  him,  whether  they  could  now  relievo 
themselves  from  this  odious  ii^utation — an 
imputation  which  they  deserve.  Itell  you  and 
the  coontiy  (said  Hr.  W.)  that  I  have  been 
asking  for  this  investigation  for  nearly  two 
years.  And  how  far  are  we  now  from  the 
end  of  the  sesuon  ?  Within  six  weeks  of  the 
end,  with  all  our  other  duties  to  attend  to^  and 
we  are  told  that  this  a  snfi^dent  BE>aoe  ct  time 
to  InTBStlgata  tlw  h|ge^  the  manmioth  opem* 
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tions  of  this  corrapt  and  profligate  admiDistra- 
tion.  8ix  veeka,  air.  I  have  been  detained 
two  weeks  at  home,  detained  by  the  state  of 
the  weather,  and  I  find,  on  my  return,  that  the 
administration  has  already  carried  out  their 
own  work  for  me,  by  which  I  am  det^ed  from 
ten  mitil  nearly  midnight  in  wa^g  tlirongh 
one  branch  of  this  inveetigation. 

Gwtlomen  now  propose  to  g^ve  me  this 
Hercole&D  task.  Gentlemen,  it  is  like  all  yonr 
candor,  aU  yonr  plans,  and  all  yonr  honesty. 
Make  the  most  of  it.  Go,  with  a  blnidi  on 
yonr  cheeks,  withont  shame  or  oonfkuioOf  be- 
fore the  people,  and  tell  them  this  I 

I  now  renew  the  motioQ  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Yotk  Ibr  the  prertooa  qnes- 
tiott. 

And  the  Honse  seocmded  flie  oaU— yeas 
nays  61. 

Mr.  MonoAH  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  takii^  the  main  question ;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  boi^  talraDf  were— yeaa  131, 
nays  63. 

So  the  Honse  determined  that  the  main  qnes- 
tion  should  now  be  pat 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  cononrring 
witii  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  tiie  Union,  on  the  original  rescdation  of  Mr.  i 
WiBB,  reported  therefrom,  was  tdcen,  and  de- 
cided In  the  affirmative — yeas  165,  nays  9. 


WmriBDAT,  Jannaxy  IS. 

Crima  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  following  Message,  in  writing,  was  re- 
cdved  from  the  Freddent  of  the  United  States : 

7b  the  Bptaker  ^  the  Hume  of  Sepramniaiivet  : 

Bat:  I  hereby  truumit  to  the  House  of  Beprearat- 
adres  certain  common UaUioni  from  the  Saentsxy  of 
the  Treuur;  and  the  Attorney  of  ti»  United  Stotes 
for  the  District  of  ColumUa. 

They  relate  to  ttie  (Ufficulties  which  luve  been  In- 
terposed, under  the  existing  laws,  in  bringing  to  con- 
Tiction  and  punishment  the  supposed  incencuaries  of 
the  Treasury  buildings  in  die  year  1638. 

The  peculiar  dminmtoncea  of  tiiis  csaa,  so  long 
concealed,  and  of  tlie  flagrant  frauds  by  peiwnis  dis- 
cmmected  with  the  Qorenunent,  which  were  still 
loi^a*  concealed,  and  to  screen  some  of  wbidi  for- 
ever was  probably  a  piinclpal  inducement  to  the 
burning  of  the  buildings,  lead  me  earnestly  to  nooax' 
mend  a  revision  of  tmlawa  ODthis  stdjeet  I  do 
this  with  a  wish  not  only  to  render  the  panishment 
hereafter  more  severe  for  the  wanton  destraction 
of  the  pnblio  property,  but  to  repeal  entirely  ttie 
statute  of  limitation  in  ^1  crinunal  cases  except  amall 
misdemeanors,  and  in  no  event  to  allow  a  party  to 
avail  himself  of  its  benefita  during  the  period  the 
commission  of  the  crime  was  kept  conceded,  or  the 
persons  on  trial  were  not  suqiected  of  having  per- 
petrated the  offence. 

It  must  be  mai^fiest  to  Congress  that  the  ezpoaed 
state  of  the  public  records  liwe,  witboct  flreproof 
buildings,  imperatively  requires  the  most  ample  rem- 
edies for  their  protection,  and  the  greatest  ^^lance 
and  &leUt7  ii^aU  officers,  i^tether  execotive  or  Judi- 
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ciaL  in  brin^g  to  condign  ponisfament  Uie  real  of- 
fenders, 

Witiiout  these,  the  pnblic  property  is  in  fltat  de- 
plorable situation  whiot  depends  quite  as  mndi  on 
aocidoit  and  good  fortune  as  the  laws  for  safety. 

AimSEW  JACKSON. 

J^AaT  17,  im. 

ZeUer  to  Vu  Seereiary  of  the  Treamry. 

Wahbimotoh,  December  S7,  1886. 

Sib  :  According  to  the  request  in  your  letter  (j€ 
this  day,  I  enclose  a  copy  o£  the  instructionB  given 
by  the  ooort  to  the  Jory,  cm  the  act  of  1790,  on  the 
trial  of  Bidiard  H.  Whlta 

I  understand  that  &e  only  juror  who  held  out  for 
aoqoittii^;  the  prisoner  was  satisfied  of  his  guilt,  but 
reftued  to  find  him  guilty  on  the  ground  of  this  in- 
struction as  to  the  lii^ti^ns.  It  la  certainly  tugbly 
necesMiy  that  the  law  Auld  be  so  amended  as  to 
prevent  the  bar  of  the  statote  from  (^[lefating  hi  ti» 
cases  where  the  proper  officers  of  Government  did 
not  know,  and  oould  not  by  due  diligenoe  bare 
known,  by  whom  the  olfences  were  committed. 
One  or  two  cases  smiUr  to  the  present  have  ocooRed 
heretofore  in  the  dreult  oomt,  hi  wUcb  tUs  de&oca 
has  been  sustained. 

Tery  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

F,  S.  KEY,  U.  S.  Atfy  D.  C. 

The  Message  was,  on  motion  (rf  Mr.  Teoiua. 
referred,  with  the  aocompanying  dooomenta,  tu 
the  CkHoamlttee  on  the  Jiulidary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 


MoHDAT,  January  23. 

Abolition  efSUmry. 

An  nnnsnally  large  number  of  petitions  and 
memorials,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  were  presented  bjr  differott 
memben^  and  wwe  immediately  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Aoxus  asked  the  House  at  this  time  to 
take  np  and  decide  on  the  objection  rwsed  to 
the  reception  of  the  petition,  presented  by  him- 
self^ from  Lydifl  Lewis  and  others,  (and  snbse- 
quently  returned  to  him,)  praying  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  ^PEAEEB  aaid  the  resolution  which  had 
been  adopted  covered  all  these  cases.  The 
gentleman  from  ICassaohnsette  might  send  hia 
petition  to  the  Chur,  and  it  would  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr,  Adams  s^d  he  did  not  doubt  his  right  to 
Bend  the  petition  to  the  Chair.  The  speaker 
had  decided  heretofore  that  the  petition  was 
not  in  Uie  poesesdon  of  the  Honse.  Mr.  A. 
now  wished  for  a  decidon  on  the  question  of 
receiving  the  petition,  whloli,  on  the  jonnud, 
appeared  to  have  been  presented  by  him. 

The  SncAEEB  Bud  the  gentiemw  might  pre- 
sent his  petition,  and  send  it  to  the  Chair,  to  be 
disposed  of  under  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Adams  sud  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
send  it  agun  to  the  Chmr. 

The  Sfsakbs  eiud  tb«i  there  was  nothing  be- 
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fore  the  House,  and  the  gentleman  was  out  of 
order. 

[Mr.  A.  then  presented  a  great  number  of 
similar  peUtiouB;  all  of  wluoh  vere  laid  on  tlie 
table.] 

Ur.  Adahs  presented  a  petition  which  he 
thought  could  not  be  tnclnded  In  tihe  resolntion 
adopted  b7  the  House.  It  was  a  petition 
from  flfly-fonr  ministers  and  memb^^  of  the 
Intheran  chnrch  la  the  State  of  Kew  York, 
praying  Congress  to  enact  laws  to  secure  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia  the 
protection  of  the  law  and  Qie  rights  of  the  dec- 
laration of  independence.  There  was  nothing 
abont  slavery  or  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  it 
He  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Oolumbia,  and  that  it  be 
I»inted. 

The  SmxEB  said  the  gentleman  from  ITassa- 
chnsetts  knew  the  contents  of  the  petition,  but 
the  Chair  did  not.  If  the  petition  ralated  to 
the  subject  of  slavery,  it  most  be  lidd  tm  the 
table. 

Ur.  HcsT8iiiA.N  thoQgfat  the  Speaker  shonld 
read  the  petition,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
it  came  within  the  meaning  of  the  resolntion. 

Hr.  Pabkbs  InMsted  that  tiie  <»ly  way  of  ar- 
riving at  the  nature  of  the  petition  was  to  read 
its  contents, 

Hr.  Adams.  Bat  the  order  of  the  Hoase  de- 
clares that  the  petition  shall  not  be  read. 

The  Spsaeeb.  Then  the  gentleman  adnuts 
that  it  relates  to  the  subject  <h  davery. 

Vr.  Adams.  I  do  not  admit  any  sueb  thing. 
I  have  presented  the  petition  ui  the  fonn  re- 
quired by  the  rule,  by  giving  a  brief  statement 
of  its  coQteats. 

The  Sfbakbb  looked  for  a  moment  into  the  ■ 
body  of  the  petition,  and  then  said  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  fell  clearly  witliin  the  meaning  and 
intent  of  the  resolution. 

Ifr.  Adams  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chfur,  and  demanded  the  judsment  of  the 
House  whether  this  petition  shonld  be  received 
and  read  or  not 

The  Spbaksb  sud  that  the  petition  spoke  of 
the  absolute  control  held  over  a  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  District  who  were  oliumed  as 
property.  In  his  opinion  it  was  onbraeed 
within  the  order. 

Ur.  PiNOKSBT  demanded  the  previons  qnes^ 
tion  on  the  appetd. 

And  the  House  seconded  the  demand — yeas 
80,  nays  61. 

And  the  main  question,  "  Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
House  f  I'  was  taken,  and  carried— yeas  IVO, 
noys  8. 


Weds.'esdat,  January  26. 

Admi$»ion  qf  Michigan. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ISJX  from  the  Senate,  entitied  *'  An  act  to  pro- 
vide  fbr  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
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into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States." 

The  qnestion  pen^ng  was  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  made  yesterday  by  Hr.  Hura 
of  New  York. 

The  House  8ec<mded  the  demand— yeas  84, 
nays  67 ;  and  the  question  recurring  on  orders 
ing  the  main  qnesraon  to  be  put — 

Hr.  Thomas  sud  he  hod  voted  in  the  n^^ 
tive  on  the  seconding  the  previons  qnestion. 
But  now  the  xtosition  of  uie  bill  had  l>een 
changed,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  re- 
fuse to  order  that  the  miun  qnestion  be  now 
put  If  that  was  done,  the  farther  action  of 
the  House  on  the  bill  would  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow.  The  bill  would  be  open  for  discus- 
sion after  it  has  been  read  a  third  time,  on  the 
question  of  its  final  passage.  By  ordering  the 
mtun  question,  the  House  will  not  close  the  de- 
bate, but  it  will  signify  a  williaguess  to  take 
the  bill  as  it  is,  without  farther  amendment 

The  que^on  was  then  taken,  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  a  third  reacUng,  and  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  IM,  nays  67,  as  Adlows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Adams,  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton, 
Beaa,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee^ 
Boyd,  Brown,  Butbanwi,  Bundle  Bums,  Bynum,  J. 
Cilboon,  CBmbrdeng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaprafin,  Chapin, 
N.  H.  CUbome,  J.  F.  B.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Denny, 
Douldeday,  IhroDigoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Fartin, 
Forester,  Fowler,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Oariand,  B. 
Gariand,  dholso^  CHUet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grant- 
land,  Haley,  J.  ^I,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  8.  S.  Harri- 
Bon,  A.  O.  brrison,  Bawos,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Hen* 
dereon,  Hd«^,  Holt,  Howard,  Howell,  Bnbley,  Hont^ 
HontingtOD,  Hontsman,  Inf^iam,  J.  Johnson,  B.  K. 
Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  B.  Johnson,  B.  Joaes,  Kea- 
noQ,  Kilgore,  Klingeosmitb,  Lane,  Lansiog,  Laporte, 
Lawler,  Lay,  6.  Leo,  J.  hee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leon- 
ard, Lwm,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A.  Hann,  J.  Mann, 
Marthi,  W.  Kuon,  H.  Ihson,  Hay,  UcComas,  Ho- 
Eay,  UcKeon,  HcKim,  Miller,  Hon^mery,  Morgan, 
Morris,  Mohlenbe^,  Owens,  Page,  Paries,  Peterson, 
F.  Rerce,  D.  J.  Fearce,  Peyton,  Fbelpe,  John  Bey- 
nolda,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Ito^rs,  Scbencx, 
Seymour,  A  B.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sickles,  Smith, 
Prague,  Standefer,  Sutheriand,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J. 
TbomaoD,  Toocey,  TnniU,  Taiid^)oel,  Wageuer, 
Wvd,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Wedu,  lYhHe,  T.  T. 
WUtdesey,  Tell— 140. 

Nats.- Messn.  H.  Allen,  Bidley,  Bond,  Briggs, 
W.  B  Oslhotui,  Q.  Chambers,  J.  Chainbers,  Channey, 
Chetwood,  Darlington,  Dawsen,  Deberry,  Elmore, 
Orares,  Orayson,  Griffin,  B.  Hall,  Hardin,  Harper, 
Hazeltine,  Heister,  Hopkins,  IngersoU,  Janes,  Jarvia, 
Jenifer,  Lawrence,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  S.  Maacai, 
HcOarty,  McKennan,  McLene,  Mercer,  Hilligan,  J. 
A  Fearce,  Ptullipe,  Fiokens,  Finckney,  Potts,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Russell,  Blade,  Sloaae,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliar 
ferro,  W.  Thonqtson,  Underwood,  Tlntoo,  £.  Whit- 
tlesey, L.  WaUuns,  S.  WiUinns^  Wise,  Young— B7. 

So  the  UU  -was  wdered  to  be  read  a  tiiiid 
time  to-dsy. 

It  was  read  aocordinf^,  and  passed  by  tin 
same  vote,  wlththeexoqitifHiof  afewnumben 
who  hod  left  the  House. 
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Fbiday,  January  27. 
Be^eaentativefi'om  Michigan, 

Hr.  TnouAS  moved  that  Isaao  E.  Cbabt, 
■who  was  in  attendance  from  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan, and  wh(we  credentials  were  presented  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  be  qaalified. 

Objection  being  made,  and  a  debate  com- 
mencing, the  previous  question  was  called,  and 
seconded,  and  the  main  question  put,  and  car- 
ried—yeas 150,  nays  82. 

So  thie  House  decided  that  Isaac  E.  Cbast 
be  now  qnaUfled  to  take  his  seat  as  a  member 
from  the  State  of  Hiohigan. 

Mr.  Cbabt  was  then  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat  09  a  Bepresent^ve  in  Oqngress  itom  the 
State  of  Miohigaa. 


MoKBAT,  January  80. 
Abolition  Slavery. 

Hr.  Adasis  said  that  he  had  in  his  possession 
a  number  of  petitions  in  relation  to  slavery — 
eome  praying  for  the  abolition  of  Blavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;  some  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories ;  some  for  the  abo- 
lition of  alavery  and  the  internal  ooasting  slave- 
trade  ;  uid  some  for  the  pndiiUtioii  <ii  the  ex- 
portation of  slaves  to  Texas,  or  to  tlie  domin- 
ions of  any  foreign  j)ower.  He  was  under  the 
necessity  of  presenting  these  petitions  separate- 
ly and  distinctly,  as  they  came  partly  from  his 
constituents  and  partly  from  people  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  States.  Be  asked  leave  to 
address  the  House  on  the  right  of  the  petition- 
ers to  have  their  petitions  read.  He  wished 
that  the  request  might  be  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals, and  that  he  might  have  the  yeas  and  nays , 
upon  it.  He  therefore  submitted  his  request  or 
motion ;  upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  and  were — ^yeas  44,  nays  134. 

So  the  House  would  not  suspend  the  rule. 

TiSt.  a.  presented  the  memonal  of  the  Tonag 
Ifen's  Abfdttion  Society  of  the  (uty  and  comity 
of  PhiladelpUa,  remonstrating  against  the  re- 
of^tion  of  Texas.  Hr,  A.  mo^  tiiat  it  be 
read,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion. 

Mr.  Hawxs  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table ;  on  which  question  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  181,  nays  62. 

Mr.  Adams  then  presented,  in  succession, 
thirteen  or  fourteen  additional  memorials  and 
petitions  on  the  same  subject,  praying  agtunst 
the  coasting  slave-trade,  the  exportation  of 
slaves  to  Texas,  &c. .  Each  petition  waS  imme- 
diately, under  the  rule,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

For  each  petition  Mr.  A.  moved  a  reading ; 
which,  under  the  rule,  was  refused  by  the 
Ofasir ;  and  agdnst  each  decinon  of  the  Chair 
Mr.  A.  appealed  to  the  Honse. 

In  each  case  Mr.  Ccshhan  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  die  table ;  and  in  this  manner 
all  were  disposed  of. 

A  memorial  of  certain  citizens  of  ICeotooky, 


[Fnnun,  1687. 

in  &vor  of  aid  and  sopport  being  extended  to 
the  Colonization  Society,  being  presented  by 
Ur.  Oalhook,  Mr.  Adaub  moved  that  the  me- 
morial be  read ;  which  having  been  done,  Mr. 
A.  made  some  remarks  in  the  view  that,  as  this 
memorial  related  to  slaveiy,  it  should  meet 
with  the  same  treatment  which  his  own  peti- 
tions had.  Mr.  A.  moved,  therefore,  that  the 
memorial  be  laid  on  the  table. 

After  some  remarks  from  iSr.  Mbbobb  in  fa- 
vor of  the  petition,  the  motion  was  put,  and 
lost  by  a  great  m^ority  against  it. 


Tuesday,  January  81. 

Mr  AuoBD,  member  elect  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  ^pearedf  was  qualified,  and  took  hh 
seat. 


Thdbsdat,  Febrna^  3. 
Navy  Appropriation  Bill — Etploring  Expedi- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cahbbbleno,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Patton  in  the 
chair.)  on  the  biU  making  appropriations  for  the 
naval  service  for  the  year  1887. 

ytr,  CAHKBBUsa  explained  that  the  principal 
increase  in  this  bill  above  th  at  of  the  last  year  was 
in  consequence  of  the  equipping  tJie  nploring 
expedition ;  braldes  this,  there  was  an  appro- 
priation for  fitting  out  the  ship  of  the  line 
Pennsylvania  and  two  sloops  of  war. 

The  first  clause  was  read,  as  follows : 

"For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant,  and 
petty  officers,  and  of  seamen,  $2,484,886." 

Mr.  Jabvis  sud  that  as  in  the  first  item  was 
included  a  part  of  the  expense  of  the  exploring 
expedition,  which  seemed  about  to  be  carried 
to  an  extent  wliich  he  did  not  think  necessaiy, 
or  that  tiie  country  would  lustify,  he  should 
move  a  reduction  of  it  He  had  dmu  taken  Irr 
surprise,  for  he  had  understood  that  the  dml 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  would  be 
taken  up  to-day,  and  he  had  left  his  estimates 
for  the  reduction  at  home.  He  would,  bow- 
ever,  venture  to  move  a  reduction  of  $160,000 
in  the  estimates  for  the  exploring  expedition, 
comprised  in  this  and  some  other  items,  of 
which  the  pay  would  be  about  one-third ;  and 
before  the  bill  was  brought  ioto  the  House  he 
should  be  able  to  aacortam  the  exact  reductions 
which  were  necessary,  and  would  correct  the 
bill  accordingly,  provided  the  comnuttee  agreed 
with  him  in  opinion  upon  the  expediency  of 
diminishinK  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  J.  s^d  he  objected  to  the  aspl<>ymait  of 
so  large  a  vessel  as  the  frigate  Macedoman  on 
the  exploring  expedition,  on  account  of  her  un- 
fitness for  the  purpose  and  the  great  increase 
of  expense.  Be  said  we  ought  not  to  think  so 
hig^ily  of  ourselves  as  to  suppose  that  we  could 
not  profit  by  the  experience  of  other  nations; 
and  went  on  to  recapitulate  tlie  scale  of  the  ex- 
ploring expeditions  of  Great  Britain  and  £>anoe. 
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He  eddnoed  the  tesUmoDj  of  Gntaln  Ooolc, 
who,  before  he  departed  upon  bis  uurd  expedi- 
lioD,  tbst  ended  so  fttaUj  to  bimsdf,  beqneatb- 
ecL  as  a  legaor  to  the  vorld,  bis  (pinions  on 
thu  subject.  That  great  navigator  contended 
that  large  vessels  vere  unfit  for  the  businees ; 
that  tiie  Tessels  nrnst  be  of  a  light  draaeht  of 
water ;  of  a  conatmotion  tbat  wonld  take  the 
groond  easilj,  and  tbat  might  be  hove  down 
whenever  and  wherever  it  n^ght  be  necessary 
to  examine  tb«r  bottoms.  Tbe  vessels  he  re- 
commended were  the  north  cotmtry  oolliers,  of 
from  foar  bondred  and  fifty  to  three  hnndred 
tons  harden.  These  were  the  desoriptious  d 
vessels  in  which  he  had  perfbnned  his  two 
Tojages,  and  was  aboot  to  undertake  a  tldrd ; 
a&d  he  distinctiy  sa^  tiiat  a  faetj-goR  ship 
wonld  be  too  laige.  Yet  we  are  about  to  seiul 
oat  a  fVigate  mounting  fcntj-nine  guns.  He  re- 
peated the  assertion  of  Ooolc,  th^  no  captain 
could  dischaive  his  duty  as  the  head  of  an  ex" 
ploring  expedition  in  a  vessel  of  this  description 
without  too  great  hazard  to  the  safetj  of  hie 
ship  and  of  crow.  It  might  be  ui^ed  tiiat 
increased  experience  had  shown  that  dock  was 
in  error ;  bnt,  so  far  was  this  from  being  the 
ftaot,  it  was  well  known  that  the  latest  expedi- 
tions of  France  and  Great  Britain  had  oeen 
performed  bj  still  nnaller  veuels.  The  Ohui- 
tideer  was  only  abont  two  hundred  taiA  fifty 
tons,  and  had  between  fifty  and  aizi^  men; 
and  the  Astrolabe,  of  whose  T<»age  so  s^e^lid 
an  aeooont  had  been  pnblldied  1^  the  fVeneh 
Government,  was  only  a  corvette,  witii  a  crew 
consisting  of  seventy-nine  persons,  including 
officers  and  men  of  suence.  The  whole  number 
of  her  scientific  corps  consisted  of  two  sargeons 
of  the  navy  and  one  draughtsman,  while  ours 
was  to  consist  of  eighteen  persons,  which  (Hr, 
J.  stud)  he  had  no  doubt  would  be  found  equal 
in  number,  if  not  in  science,  to  the  corps  of 
savans  that  Bonaparte  took  with  him  to  ^ypt. 

The  officers  of  the  navy,  (Mr.  J.  said.)  so  far 
as  be  had  been  able  to  ascertain  their  views, 
agreed  with  him  in  opinion—high  and  low, 
young  and  old ;  however  they  mi^t  differ  on 
other  pcdnts,  aU  seemed  to  thihk  that  a  Msate 
was  noi  the  vessel  to  be  sent.  Tt  the  sqiu^ron 
were  composed  of  small  vessels,  the  accidental 
loss  of  one  of  tiiem  wonld  not  endanger  the  re- 
sult of  the  expedition ;  the  crew  ndf^t,  trithout 
inconvenience,  be  divided  among  the  remain- 
der ;  but  if  the  frigate  were  to  meet  with  au 
aociden^  and  her  ^ree  hundred  men  were  to 
be  so  divided,  they  would  be  so  crowded  on 
board  ^e  sm^l  vewela  as  to  force  them  to  re- 
turn home,  and  the  whole  oUeot  in  view  would 
be  defeated.  Hr.  J.  eoududed  by  saying  tiiat 
he  was  desirous  that  th»  expedition  shonid  be 
crowned  wi&  snoosaa,  but  he  was  fearfat  it 
would  only  be  covered  with  rfdictUe  unless  a 
change  was  nude  iit  its  oi^«nIzatl(m :  and  he 
therefore  hoped  that  ht»  motion  irould  prerall. 

Hr.  Oaubbslhto  had  made  inquiries  of  many 
'pMetical  men,  and  some  of  fbe  hFghest  officers 
of  the  navy,  on  this  saUeetr  and,  fronttbe  in- 
You  xm^lT 
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fivmation  he  hi^  obt^ned  from  than,  he  was 
perfeoUy  satisfied  that  the  view  taken  by  the 
gentieman  from  Maine  was  correct,  and  he 
hoped  the  Hoase  wonld  concur  in  it,  and  rednoe 
the  appropriation. 

'Mr.  PHttLiw  sdd,  if  Ihe  leading  friends  of  the 
administration,  in  view  of  the  present  posture 
of  the  question,  in  view  of  the  present  expecta- 
tion of  the  world,  in  view  of  the  responsibility 
assumed  by  the  President,  were  dis|}osed  to  in- 
terpose any  obstacle  to  the  completion  of  this 
expedition,  upon  them  be  the  responsibility  of 
its  failure;  for  f^  it  would,  if  this  motion 
should  prevsdL 

Ht.  QEuamSf  of  Kentucky,  cited  the  law 
passed  last  aeoAm  aathorizing  the  Frerident  to 
emidoy  a  doop  of  war,  and  such  other  smallw 
vessds  as  mlg^  be  necessan-  for  the  oLpedi- 
ti<ni,  appropriating  $160,000  for  that  purpose. 

}lr.  Adaiib  thought  the  gentieman  from 
Mdne,  the  chdrman  of  the  Committee  on  Kavai 
Affairs,  had  done  the  President  and  heads  of  De- 
partments imustice.  Mr.  A.  entreated  gentle- 
men to  withdraw  the  motion  to  reduce  the  ap- 
propriation. He  did  not  conuder  it  too  large 
for  the  objects  to  be  obtuned.  He  would  vote 
three  times  the  amount,  if  called  upon  to  do  so, 
because  it  was  his  hope  that  this  expedition 
wo^d  shed  honor  on  the  American  character, 
Instead  of  holding  it  up  to  the  ridicule  of  the 
worid. 

Hr.  YnrtoH  sdd,  we  have  passed  the  law  di- 
recting the  exploring  expedition  to  be  sent, 
and,  for  one,  be  wished  the  responsibOity  of  its 
proper  execution  to  rent  upon  the  Executive,, 
where  it  belonged,  and  not  u^n  this  House. 
Mr.  y.  said  that  in  respect  to  himself  he  oonld 
say  with  perfect  truth  that  he  was  wholly  igno- 
rant of  the  details  and  preparations  necessary 
for  Boch  a  voyage ;  he  did  not,  therefor^  wish 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of  volunteering  any 
directions  respecting  them.  The  gentieman 
predicts  a  failure  of  wis  expedition  if  conducted 
upon  the  present  plan ;  but  ia  not  the  hazard 
<n  fidlure  greatly  increased  if  we  undertake  to 
Interftre  and  direct  a  new  plant  lEVom  the 
nunnent  we  interfere,  the  Seiaretary  is  rdfeved 

all*  responsibility  ;  andincase  <n  iUlure  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Slates  will  have  acquir- 
ed the  enviable  reputation  of  having  procured 
for  itsdf  the  praises  of  the  whole  civilized 
world'  by  the  enactment  of  a  law  directing  the 
expedition,  and  then  of  having  disappointed  the 
hi^h  hopes  everywhere  entertained  of  it,  by  vol- 
unteering its  interference  In  the  detdls  of  the 
enterprise  as  already  adopted,  and,  he  bad  no 
doubt,  wisely  adopted. 

Without  pretending  to  know  which  was  the 
most  smtable  for  this  service,  a  frigate  or  a 
sloop  of  war,  yet  he  thought  in  one  nuportant 
respect  at  least  the  former  was  preferable  to 
the  latter.  Hr.  V.  said  that  he  had  oooasicmal- 
ly  seen  statements  of  the  extent  and  operatiims 
(H  our  oommeroe  in  that  quair^er  of  the  globe, 
which  to  him  were  truly  astonishing.  It  was 
earried  on  in  a  region  where  all  the  inhaUtants- 
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are  barbarians ;  oar  merchanli,  in  thdr  Into- 
course  vith  them,  were  gatjeotod  to  perpetual 
Tigilanoe  agabst  sarpriBe  and  -viokmce,  and, 
after  alL  aoconnts  are  bj  no  means  nnoommon 
of  attacks,  mnrders  of  oar  Beomen,  and  even  of 
captures  of  ships  with  tiieir  crews.  On  these 
oooasions  the  most  shocking  barbarities  are 
nsaaUj  committed.  Kow,  these  people,  whose 
lives  and  property  are  thns  perilled,  constitnte 
a  part  of  the  sum  total  of  the  population  and 
wealth  of  the  nation.  The  GoTemmeDt  is 
bound  to  give  them  every  reasonable  proteo- 
tioD.  For  one,  Mr.  V.  s^d,  he  was  willing  to 
afford  that  protecUon  to  American  capital  and 
enterprise,  without  stopping  to  inqoire  what  re- 
gion the  fdobe  was  the  theatre  of  thdr  ope- 
rations, barbarians  entertain  very  extrava- 
gant ideas  qH  tb^  own  power,  and  very  con- 
temptible notifms  of  the  power  of  thoae  who 
have  not  made  befwe  thw  eyes  a  di^l^  of 
sopetior  power.  It  must  of  neceanty  be  bo, 
since  their  whole  stock  of  knowledge,  from 
which  to  make  their  comparisons,  oondsta  of 
what  they  know  of  themselTea  and  eee  of 
others. 

These  people  know  they  are  an  overmatch 
for  our  merchant  vessels ;  and,  never  having 
seen  any  thing  else,  they  are  not  aware  of  the 
existence  of  ships  of  superior  force.  They 
therefore  attack  our  vessels  without  fear  of  fa- 
tare  chastisement.  The  display  before  them 
of  a  fiigate  would  undeceive  them,  g^ve  them 
new  idMS  of  our  power,  and  oaosetl^n  to  hes- 
itate before  making  an  attack  on  onr  merchant- 
men, tta  fear  of  future  panishment.  It  is  in 
pnrsnance  of  this  policy  we  have  q>ent  millions 
of  dollars  in  stationing  military  posts  and  mak- 
ing military  displays  in  the  presence  of  the  In- 
dians, far  in  interior,  solely  with  a  view  to 
impress  them  with  an  idea  of  onr  power,  and 
thus  so  far  overawe  them  as  to  g^ve  security  to 
the  weak  and  powerless  of  our  people  who 
have  intercoorse  with  them,  without  the  means 
of  defending  their  persons  or  property.  Hr. 
y.  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  sending  out 
of  a  frigate  was  only  an  exteanon  of  onr  exist- 
ing ana  long-estabUshed  polioy  to  die  barba- 
rians in  the  South  Sea  isluids,  with  whtHn  oar 
people  are  broo^t  into  interoonrse.  The  small 
vessels  will  perform  the  explorations^  while  the 
frigate  womd  perform  the  equally  important 
duty  of  demanding  satisfaction  of  tiie  natives 
for  wrongs  already  done,  and  promising  them 
punishment  for  those  they  may  in  fbtnre  com- 
mit ;  and  in  many  other  respects  greatly  facili- 
tate the  labors  to  be  performod  by  the  squadron. 
If  he  was  mistaken  in  his  views  of  this  subject, 
heahodd  nevertheless  adhere  to  the  opinion 
that  the  Executive  should  be  left  nntrammelled 
in  diy-ecting  tiie  oatfit  and  conduct  of  this  iin- 
portuit  expe^tion.  Ur.  Y.  aud  he  could  not 
suppress  the  expression  of  some  snrorise  at  the 
course  the  gentleman  from  Hidne  ^r.  Jabvis) 
had  taken,  recc^ting,  as  he  did,  that  at  the 
last  session  the  «$m&  gentleman  was  opposed  to 
the  expedition,  because  not  <mly  the  equipment, 


[FnauABT,  18Sr. 

bnt  even  the  sending  it  out  at  all,  had  not  been 
left  to  the  sole  discretion  of  the  EzeontiTe.  At 
present,  he  would  have  this  Hooae  to  interpose 

its  authority  by  indicating  to  the  same  Exeon- 
tive  what  class  vessels  shwld  be  emplt^edl 
He,  (Mr.  T.,)  <tf  course,  had  no  ri^t  to  impngn 
men^s  motives,  nor  did  he:  bnt  still  he  coiud 
not  regard  those  who  wished  to  derange  the 
organization  at  present  agreed  npon  as  vevy 
friendly  to  the  enterprise  in  any  form. 

The  expedition  was,  as  be  had  said,  hon(»^ 
able  to  onr  national  character ;  wonid  be  so  re- 
garded abroad  and  at  home;  was  expedient, 
for  wise  purposes  connected  with  our  great 
commercial  interests ;  would  add  mn(^  to  var 
riouB  d^Mirtments  of  human  knowledge;  and 
would,  he  had  no  doubt,  at  all  times  be  amply 
provided  for  by  Congress.  It  had,  he  believed, 
received  the  individual  sapport  of  the  dehtta- 
tion  in  Oongress  from  Ohio,  and  would  not  oe 
lost  sight  ofby  the  people  of  that  State. 

Mr.  Bbioos  said  it  was  evident  that  they 
oould  not  get  through  the  to-night,  and 
he  ther^ore  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
AOTeedto. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  r^oited. 


Fbidat,  Febnury  8. 

Mru  Sutan  DMatur. 

Hie  House  proceeded  to  the  connderati<aiof 
the  Joint  resolation  granting  a  pulsion  to  Susan 
Decatur^  widow  of  the  late  Oommodcm  De- 
catur. 

"Saclved  hf  the  Senate  md  ffoate  of  Jtmment- 
ati»e>  of  the  United  Statee  ef  America  in  vdnme$ 
a*eendM,  That  Un.  fiosui  Decatur,  ^dow  of  the 
late  Commodore  8.  Decatur,  be  psld  from  the  navy 
penglon  fimd  a  pendon  for  five  years,  coromencmg 
from  the  SOth  of  June,  IBM,  in  oonfonnl^  whh  the 
proTldons  of  the  act  cmoeniing  naval  poidoiis  and 
the  navy  pendon  Arad,  passed  SOth  June,  1684 ;  the 
said  pentton  not  to  be  liable  for  her  reaponribllltki 
on  account  <tf  die  debts  of  her  late  husband ;  jm- 
vided  that  the  said  pension  shall  cease  on  the  death 
or  mairiage  of  the  said  Susan  Decatur.** 

A  mod<m  was  made  by  Vr.  WaaHnroTOH  to 
amend  vdd  resolation  by  striking  oat  the  words 
"  the  sidd  pennon  not  to  be  liable  for  her  re- 
sponsibilities on  account  of  tfae  debts  of  her 
late  husband,"  and  inserdng  in  liea  thereof  the 
following :  "  and  that  she  be  allowed,  from  said 
fund,  the  arrearages  of  the  half  pay  of  a  post 
captain  from  the  death  of  Commodore  Decatur 
to  the  80th  Jnne,  1834,  togetlier  with  the  pul- 
sion hereby  allowed  her." 

To  which  amendment  the  following  was 
offered  by  Mr.  Mrboks,  and  accepted  by  Hr. 
W. :  "  And  that  the  arrearage  ot  said  pente 
be  vested  in  the  Seoretarv  of  the  Treaaair,  In 
trust,  for  the  use  <rf  the  laid  Snaan  Decatur." 

Mr.  WHrrrLBSXT,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  oommit 
resolution  to  the  Oommittee  on  ISvnl  AS- 
Mrs ;  which  was  lost. 

TkB  ammdment  of  Mr.  VaamircnoH  was  then 
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agreed  to ;  and  the  resolation,  as  amended,  was 
wen  engKMeed,  read  a  tbird  time,  and  pasBod, 
and  lent  to  the  Suute  for  ooncurreuce. 


Satitbdat,  FebinorT-  4. 

Scene  in  a  Committee  Room — Meetrt.  Peyton^ 
WieA,  and  Whitney:  Statementt  of 
Peyton  and  Wise. 

Ur.  PsYTON  asked  tlie  indalgence  of  the 
Eoose  to  notice  a  matter  personal  to  himself 
which  had  appeared  in  the  official  Journal  oi 
this  morning. 

Leave  being  given, 

ISx.  Fniox  uid :  The  Hoou  would  bear 
Um  witness  that  he  had  not  been  in  the  habit 
of  annoying  them  with  matters  persraial  to  him- 
■df,  which  ocoorred  ont  of  doors.  Now,  how- 
ever, he  felt  bonnd  to  reqnest  a  m<nnent*s  in- 
dolgenoe,  not  so  much  on  his  own  individnal 
accoont,  as  becanse  it  was  dne  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  to  the  House  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber. He  (Mr.  P.)  referred  to  a  statement  which 
had  f^peared  in  the  Qlobe  (rf  this  inoniin{^ 
which  was  as  follows : 

"  If  this  statement  be  true,  or'even  apprott^  the 
trnUi,  it  is  cvldenk  that  a  gross  outrage  was  com- 
nUtted  by  lb.  Pmox  towavda  a  wHnesi  sommoned 
to  testify  befim  the  committee,  sud  therefore  under 
ita  prateetfam ;  and  an  act  of  sodi  dteemeet  to  Ae 
conunUtoe  itedf  as  should  have  snljeotea  Xr.  Fn- 
toH  to  its  severest  censure," 

The  statement  of  Whitney  aUnded  to  was  not 
onlj  nntme,  bat  it  did  not  even  apivoaoh  the 
troth.  In  answer  to  it,  nothing  more  was  ne- 
cessary for  hhn  to  do  than  simply  to  state  to 
the  Hoose  the  tacts  of  the  case,  as  tiiey  sppeanA 
upon  the  joamal  of  the  committee. 

It  woafd  be  snffioient  to  state  that  bis  friend 
Ohio,  (Mr.  Haicer,)  though  differing  from 
him  (Mr.  P.)  in  politics,  movecL  on  the  ooncla- 
sion  (tf  the  occnrrence  m  qnesMon.  a  resololacHDi 
of  censure  agunst  Reuben  M.  Whitney  for  in- 
sulting mm,  (Mr.  P.,)  whidi  paned  nnanunonsly. 
Tlie  oommittee  had  antiMuiaed  him  Qb.  P.)  to 
publish  this  resolation,  which  be  wcndd  lay  be- 
fore the  House. 

jEztrad  from  the  Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Invet- 
tigeUion,  J.  Garland^  (^lairman. 

WiDNESDAT  January  2fi,  1837. 

"By  Hr.  Fmon.—Quettion  Itt.  Did  you  re- 
ceive any  letter  of  recommendation  from  B(4^  B. 
Taney,  or  did  he  in  any  manner  ooantenance  or  en- 
eomrwe  yon  in  i^plyii^  for  agency  eoBtemidated, 
or  did  he  poeitiTely  refuse  to  recommend,  receive,  or 
ooontenanoe  you  in  that  ci^tacity,  irtiile  he  wis  at 
the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department  f 

"Mr.  WHimiT. — Anawer.  I  decline  answering 
this  interrogatory;  more  partioulariy  as  the  indi- 
TMaal  propoondhig  it  has  asserted,  poaitiTely  and 
p&bUdy,  that  the  substance  at  the  latter  part  of  it  is 
tme,  begianmg  with  *  or  did  he,*  to. ;  thcmfoie, 
bring  tbe  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  wo|>er  witnesa 
I  think,  injustice,  that  the  individual  who  has  made 
the  allegation  should  be  called  to  produce  his  imwf. 

**The  witaMB  was  deslted  to  withdraw. 


[H.  or  S. 

"  Mr.  Hahxb  moved  that  the  fbr^hig  answer  to 
the  fifteenth  qoestion  be  retomed  to  tbe  iritneag, 
being  no  reply  to  the  interrogatory,  and  dlsrespeot- 
M  to  a  member  of  the  committee. 

"  Tbe  witness,  (R.  M.  Whitney,)  Immediately  after 
tbe  passing  of  tUs  resolutkm,  was  brought  into  the 
oommittee  room,  out  of  wtuch  lie  had  been  sent,  and 
the  resolution  of  censure  was  read  to  him,  (R.  U. 
Whitney^  and  bis  answer  was  returned  to  him.  He 
(R.  H.  Whitney)  apolc^iiied  to  the  committee,  and 
took  back  his  answer ;  alter  which  he  peaceably  an- 
swered the  next  question  which  was  propouitded 
to  him,  and  such  as  before  he  had  most  Indecorously 
refused  to  answer.  This  statement  of  the  ample  fitct 
would  at  once  show  who  wm  wrong  in  the  occur- 
rence referred  to ;  it  would  show  the  unanimous  de- 
dsion  of  the  ooinmittee  to  be  that  the  witness  was 
wroi^,  and  bis  subsequent  apology  was  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  iL" 

Having  stated  this  moch,  which  he  (Mr.  P.) 
flatt^ed  nimself  was  an  ample  refutation  of  tiie 
charges  implied  in  t^ie  Globe  and  other  papers, 
perhaps  it  might  not  be  unnecessary  to  relate 
what  was  the  actual  occurrence  on  tbe  occasion 
referred  to.  His  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
GABLAifD,)  and  every  other  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, would  do  him  the  Jastioe  to  say,  that  ho 
(Mr.  P.)  had,  in  the  first  instance,  treated  Whit- 
ney with  as  mnoh  courtesy  as  he  would  have 
ahowa  even  to  OhitJ  Justice  Uarsliall  Iiimsdf, 
if  lie  bad  been  aUve  and  tbere ;  and  for  htm 
(Mr.  P.)  to  do  so,  when  tbe  course  and  condnot 
of  the  man  to  him  (Mr.  P.)  was  oonnderad,  it 
reqoired  on  his  part  no  liule  exertion  of  phi- 
losophy.  He,  QiT.  P.,)  however,  bad  done  so. 

From  the  time  tbe  wibieas  (B.  H.  Whitney) 
first  came  into  the  committee  room,  be  (Mr.  P.) 
had  put  about  sixty  questions  in  regolar  succes- 
sion, and  at  different  times,  to  all  of  which  he 
could  not  get  more  than  ten  or  twelve  answers ; 
the  witness  threw  them  off  contemptuously, 
denouncing 'them  as  inguisltonal ;  and  tbis  con- 
temptuous coarse  he  (Whitney)  repeated  day 
after  day,  and  nifdit  after  nii^t.  It  was  mani- 
fest that  he  (R.U.  Whitney)  had  totally  mia- 
taken  the  fbelinn  wluoh  prompted  bb  (Mr. 
P.'s)  coarse^  and^  from  this  indulgmce  in  Ids 
insolence  be  made  a  mlsoalcolation,  and  went 
at  length  too  tar ;  no  doubt  be  imagined  that 
because  bis  card  in  tbe  Qlobe  had  not  been 
noticed  by  me,  therefore  I  was  to  be  insolted 
with  impnnity.  On  tbe  night  of  the  occurrence 
(sud  Mr.  P.)  I  put  to  him  a  question,  In  order 
to  draw  from  him  tbe  truth  of  my  statement 
which  he  carded  me  for  making ;  the  question 
related  to  Mr.  Taney's  refbsal  to  cotmtenance 
him:  bat,  as  on  former  occauons,  the  witness 
would  not  answer,  affirming  that  he  had  a  right 
to  donand  fnmi  me  proof  of  tMs  nutter,  as  I 
bad  stated  it  to  be  true.  Bt^  I  saSbred  this 
conduct  to  pass  nnnoticed'by  me,  both  becanse 
he  was  a  witness,  and  becanse  I  ffid  not  wish  to 
enter  into  personal  altercation  with  one  who  Is 
as  completely  shielded  from  the  notice  of  all 
honorable  men  by  bis  infruny  as  a  mad  dog  is 
by  his  hydrophobia.  But,  sir,  be  accompanied 
that  annrer  with  a  mowI,  a  frown,  an  insalttoc 
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look  (tf  defiaooe,  directed  boldlj  to  me  person- 
allj,  which  perhaps  no  one  else  then  saw.  I 
appealed,  sir,  immediatelj  to  the  Chur,  to  know 
if  the  witness  should  be  permitted  to  insult  me ; 
I  walked  up  to  him,  and  said  I  would  teach  him 
beU«r  than  to  intrult  me ;  that  I  would  let  him 
know  that  I  required  no  constitutional  privilege 
to  ohasdse  him  if  he  dared  to  insult  me ;  that, 
If  he  did,  I  would  put  htm  to  death  on  the  apot 
Sir,  I  used  language  which  was  harsh,  tor  I  was 
enuted,  as  anj  man  would  have  been  who  haa 
a  soul  within  Um  fit  to  be  saved.  The  Chair 
called  to  order,  and  I  took  my  seat.  He  says 
I  drew  a  pistol  upon  him ;  it  is  fdse.  After  I 
sat  down,  he  rose  and  began  ogtin ;  I  walked 
to  him  again,  and  he,  at  tnat  moment,  seemed 
as  if  he  was  aboat  to  use  a  weapon;  he  had  his 
hand  in  his  pocket,  and,  when  I  walked  up  to 
him,  I  put  my  hand  in  my  bosom,  hot  I  drew 
nothing  from  it;  every  one  present  believed, 
.  from  his  attitude,  he  was  armed  with  deadly 
weapon^  My  friend  from  Virrinia  (Mr.  Wise) 
Interposed ;  the  witness  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
committee  unanimonsly  passed  a  resolution  oen- 
soring  his  insulting  behavior.  As  soon  as  I 
oonlc^nr,  I  made  an  apology,  which  I  felt  due 
to  the  committee,  for  having  been  transported 
by  au^  provocation  to  lose  the  momentary 
command  of  my  temper.  The  witnras,  on  being 
•gain  brought  into  the  room,  apologized  for  the 
iunlt,  and  was  afterwards,  as  he  had  been  by 
me  before,  treated  with  perfect  respect,  as  due, 
to  his  position  as  a  witness.  I  think,  sir,  this 
explanation  and  statement  of  the  facts  is  due  to 
the  committee  and  to  the  House ;  the  prompt 
course  adopted  by  the  committee  is  alone  a 
aufBcient  refutation  of  the  Also  statements 
which  have  rendered  this  explanation  neces- 
sary. I  knew  what  was  due  to  a  witness,  and  I 
felt  what  was  due  to  myself.  I  do  not  envy^  «r, 
that  wretch  his  callonsnass  and  insen^bility, 
wlw,  when  assailed  t^a  mffian,  woold  not,  with- 
out regard  to  who  he  is,  resist,  if  necessary, 
force  by  force.  Grateful  to  the  House  for  the 
indnlgence  which  it  has  accorded  to  me^  I  shall 
not  any  longer  occupy  its  time  unnecessarily. 

Mr.  Pbtton,  havbig  concluded,  then  resumed 
his  seat 

The  rtoolution  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tioQ  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Hooae. 

Mr.  Wise  then  rose  and  said : 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  request  the  same  indnlgence 
QiaA  has  been  granted  to  my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  Pbtton  ;)  I  request  the  indnlgence 
not  80  mnch  on  my  own  account,  personafly,  as 
in  respect  to  the  committee  of  which  I  am  a 
member.  I  wish  to  show  bow  the  proceedings 
ct  that  committee  have  been  misreprosented 
and  belied  by  that,  infamous  wretch  who  has 
published  his  card  in  the  Globe,  Prom  the  first 
moment  he  (B.  M.  "Whitney)  came  before  the 
cconmittee,  I  saw,  or  thonsht  I  saw,  in  what 
his  examination  might  result  before  its  termina- 
tion. It  taiay  have  been  imagination,  but  I  an- 
tidpated  his  iatentions  from  the  start.  He  was 
tfrioratiy  diQKwed  to  try  my  friend  from  Ten- 


nessee and  myself.  He  had  felt  his  way,  for 
some  time  before,  in  the  Globe.  He  tried  our 
patience-  there  by  attempting  to  draw  our  atten- 
tion towards  him  by  his  insulting  cards  and 
paragraphs.  We  bo^  had  fuled  to  take  any 
notice  of  him ;  we  could  not  recognize  him  as 
a  gentleman  in  any  respect.  His  behavior  and 
manner,  when  he  came  before  the  cominlttee, 
was  that  of  a  BQpenulioua^  .flelf-importBnt^  coo- 
tomadous,  and  conteanptnons  witness.  Bis  an- 
swers to  intem^atoiies  were  given  in  writing 
He  would  write  his  answer  Si  the  table,  and 
then,  with  an  impudent  lur  of  nonchalance, 
would  fold  his  arms,  cock  np  his  legs  against 
the  wall,  and  cast  fauces,  fiul  of  deoance  and 
expressive  of  ocmtnnpt,  at  me  and  my  friend 
frtnn  Tennessee,  as  if  anxious  to  insult  us  b;  his 
looks.  To  all  this  behavior,  sir,  not  a  remark 
was  applied;  no  notice  of  his  insolence  was 
takoi ;  we  treated  him  with  quiet  composure 
and  decent  respect,  until,  emboldened  by  onr 
forbearance,  he  went  further ;  he  behaved 
worse ;  he  tried  the  experiment  of  being  per- 
s<mal  in  his  answer.  Bis  course,  I  think,  was 
tentative ;  he  wanted  to  see  how  far  he  mi^t 
dare  to  go.  The  ni^bt  ttds  ooourrenoe  happen- 
ed, I  was  sitting,  with  several  of  my  ofdlttgnes 
of  the  commi^ee,  on  a  sofa  in  a  comer  ox  the 
room,  OS  one  side  of  the  fireplace^  convening 
in  perfect  good  humor,  in  a  w^  certainly  very 
agreeable  to  myself,  telling  anecdotes  In  whim- 
pers. The  silence  which  reigned  was  broken 
only  at  intervals  by  the  annunciation  of  an  in- 
tOTTOghtorj,  or  the  reading  of  an  answer.  The 
answer  to  the  question  which  caused  tiie  a£FVay 
was  announced:  the  attention  of  all  to  the  read- 
ing of  it  was  called.  The  witness  was  sitting  at 
a  table  in  the  corner,  on  the  opponte  side  of  the 
fireplace  from  the  Bcm;  along  table  was  sitting 
in  front  of  the  fireplace;  the  chairman  and  Mr. 
PsTTOH  were  utting  on  the  ude  next  the  nr& 
the  fbrmer  towards  the  end  next  fiie  soft,  ana 
the  latter  towards  the  end  next  the  witness. 
The  clerk  was  sitting  on  the  opposite  nde  of 
the  table.  The  back  oi  tiie  chairman  was  tow- 
ards me,  and  when  he  read  the  answer,  and 
Mr.  Petton  looked  aronnd,  it  brought  his  (Mr. 
F.'s)  full  face  towards  me.  As  soon  as  the  an- 
swer was  read,  I  looked  at  my  friend,  and  saw 
he  was  flushed  with  excitement;  his&ce  beam- 
ed with  indignation;  no  one  could  mistake  his 
feeliugs.  He -first  addressed  the  chairman,  by 
saying,  '*  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  you  distinctir 
to  inform  the  witness  uiat  be  is  not  to  insolt 
me  henJ*^  He  was  proceeding,  when  I  arose, 
and  remarked,  "Mr.  Ohalraian,  tiie  d— *— d  in- 
solence of  this  witness  is  insofferable,  and  has 
been  borne  long  enough."  He  had,  in  fact,  Mr. 
Speaker,  declined  to  answer  one  question  be- 
cause it  was  "  inquisitorial ;  '*  and  because  an- 
other was  "inquisitorial,"  he  dedined  to  an- 
swer it^  and  had  rung  all  the  chan^  upon  that 
word  till,- if  reiteration  could  convince  and  sup- 
ply the  place  of  troth,  one  might  have  believed, 
from  mere  repetition,  that  the  committee  ww^ 
what  it  has  been  denonnoed  to  be^  worse  than 
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a  Spaniah  inqidflftion  I  8ir,  he  had  received  his 
cue. 

Bat  to  proceed :  Uj  Mend  rose  as  I  uttered 
thesB  irorai  respecting  jtfae  witoeas;  pnt  me 
back  with  bia  arm,  ana  satd,  **  Thts  is  my  bnri- 
ness,  Wise;  not  yoarB."  And  he  walked 
straight  up  to  the  witness  where  he  sat,  and 
said  to  bim  nearly  these  words — I  will  en- 
deavor to  f^Te  his  very  words,  however  harsh : 
*^Yon  talk  abont  my  shieldiiiK  myself  behind 
my  oonatitattonal  privileges.  Now,  I  tell  yon 
tfaat  I  cldm  no  oonstitational  privileges  to  pro- 
tect me  from  your  ihsolts  in  my  presence ;  and 
yon  d— -d  thief  and  robber,  if  yon  dare  to  in- 
salt  me,  here  or  elsewhere,  to  my  fnoe^  I  will 

Eat  yon  to  death  on  the  spot  I "  The  obairman 
ad  called  me  to  order,  and  I  had  sat  down ; 
be  Immediat^y  c^ed  my  friend  back  to  bis 
seat;  for  it  is  bat  dae,  Mr.  Bpeaker,  to  the 
obairman  to  say  t^iat  he  has  done  bis  duty,  in 
an  respeotL  on  that  committee.  My  friend  took 
his  seat  when  the  witness  rose,  aud  began  to 
say,  "Mr.  Obairman,  I  have  been  sommoned  to 
appear  before  this  committee,  and  I  cl^m  its 

protection"  He  did  not  finish  the  sentence, 

before  my  friend  rose  and  told  him  to  sit  down. 
"Sit  down,  sirl  yon  have  no  right  to  speak 
here  bat  in  writing,  and  yon  shaU  not  atter  a 

word;  if  you  speak  another  word,  I  will"  

Sir,  I  do  not  remember  here  exactly  what  he 
said  he  would  do;  he  used  many  harsh  epi- 
thets, such  as  "  d  d  scoundrel."  The  wit- 
ness uttered  not  a  word,  bat  he  was  standing, 
and  inunediatflly  advaniMd  his  left  foot,  and 
put  bis  right  hand  in  his  pantaloons  right 
pocket.  I  wns  standing  then  immediately  be- 
hind my  friend,  and  seeing  Whitney  assame  this 
attitude,  I  walked  quickly  around  ue  end  of  the 
table,  near  to  Whitney's  ride.  I  expected 
him  to  draw  a  deadly  weapon  on  my  friend.  I 
watched  the  motion  of  that  right  arm,  the  elbow 
of  Which  could  he  seen  by  me;  and,  bad  it 
moved  one  inch,  be  bad  died  upon  the  spot ! 
That  was  my  determination.  Let  me  not  be 
misnnderstood  or  misrepresented.  I  mean  to 
say  that,  if  he  had  drawn  his  deadly  weapon 
on  my  friend,  it  ^ould  never  have  done  its  ex- 
eoatiWL  I  conMdered  my  fiiend  in  imminent 
danger^  and  stood  prepared  to  arrest  it— to  pre- 
vent hia  lift  from  bdog  taken  by  a  vUliun,  who 
wore  every  appearance  and  assmned  tiie  very 
attitade  of  an  inudioua  assatrio. .  Hapi^y  I  bed 
no  occatdoD  to  interpose,  but  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner to  force  my  Mend  away,  who  bad,  seeing 
the  position  of  the  witness,  put  bis  hand  in  his 
bosom.  I  stepped  in  between  them,  took  hold 
of  Mr.  Peyton,  caught  him  by  his  wustcoat, 
and  closed  it.  I  told  him  Whitaey'e  blood  was 
not  worth  spiUiag,  and  was  not  fit  to  stain  any 
man — ^he  was  not  worthy  of  his  notice.  My 
friend  sat  down,  saying,  "Tea,  he  is  worth  my 
notice  when  he  comes  tomyfiaoe  and  insults 
me.  I  would  notke  any  d'  d  dogl "  The 
chairman  expostulated  nith  him,  and  my  Mend 
replied,  "Yon  have  not  seen  him,  nr;  be  has 
beenlM>kiI^[8tme-^ookIngttme,ur;  and  be 
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shall  not  look  at  me  again  I  I  eabmit  it  to  you, 
sir,  whether  I  have  not  treated  him  as  if  he 
were  a  gentlemaa."  The  Ohair  remonstrated 
against  farther  Asorder.  Whitney  had  not  ut- 
tered a  word  after  be  was  ordered  by  my  Mend 
to  be  dlent,  and  did  not  until  after  he  had  re- 
tired and  returned  to  the  committee  room.  Mr. 
Hambb  had  been  speaking;  the  witness  was 
requeued  to  retire.  Mr.  JSahkb  offered  the 
resolaUoQ  you  have  heard  read ;  it  passed  unan- 
imonsly ;  witness  was  called  in ;  Uie  clifurman 
returned  him  his  offensive  answer,  and  informed 
him  of  the  res<dutiou,  and  he  immediately  said : 
"Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  have  been  disrespeotfbl  to 
the  committee,  I  regret  it,  sir,  and  apolofpze 
for  it."  The  clerk  took  down  bis  words  immo- 
diately,  unknown  to  most  of  the  members,  and 
the  committee,  afterwards,  when  Mr.  Bahbb 
was  about  to  move  to  insert  the  wituess's  ^xiU 
ogy,  witlidrew  his  motioiii  beoanse  the  ctmmiit- 
tee  coDcorred  ananimoosrr,  I  Qiou^t  that  the 
clerk  had  correctly  reoorwd  it  alraady.  Thus 
ended  the  whole  afbir. 

I  went  to  the.  ohiurman,  to  Mr.  Haubb,  Mr. 
Mastin,  and  Mr.  Faiefibld,  all,  I  think,  en  the 
committee,  and  begged  them  not  to  a^joom 
until  my  friend's  excitement  entirely  sabsided. 
I  su^Kested  that  he  should  be  permitted  to  ask 
another  question  or  two,  and  that  the  commit- 
tee should  discharge  the  witness  before  it  ad- 
joamed ;  so  that  Mr.  Fbtton  might  become 
calm,  and  not  retire  at  the  same  time  with  the 
witness.  This  course  was  adopted,  and  success- 
fully pursued.  Whitney  came  mg3c  into  the 
committee  room,  after  be  bad  retired,  entirely 
bumbled,  I  thought,  and  answered  the  next 
question  propounded  in  the  only  becommg  man- 
ner he  exhibited  at  all.  Hach,  dr,  is  a  true 
statement  of  the  whole  transaction,  and  each 
was  the  part  in  it  which  I  bore.  I  put  It  to  the 
members  of  the  committee  to  say  wiiether  what 
Whitney  has  published  of  my  conduct  on  that 
occasion  is  correct ;  whether,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  my  first  denunciation  of  his  insolence, 
and  of  my  after  expression  that  he  was  not 
worthy  of  notice,  my  interposition  was  not 
peaceftil.  8ir,  I  acted  on  the  occasion  the  port 
of  a  pacificator.  He  says  I  approached  him 
with  my  Mead  to  ogle  him  and  frown  him 
down.  It  is  true  I  did  amiroacfa  bim,  and  eye 
bbn,  when  I  suspected  his  de^n  tp  draw  a 
weapon ;  I  stood  ready  and  Vatonfol  to  protect 
my  friend ;  but  I  call  upon  ever;f  gentleman  on 
the  committee,  of  all-  parties.  Mend  or  foe,  to 
say  whether  I  have  not  stated  the  &ot8  truly. 
I  say  that  no  part  or  parcel,  Jot  or  tittie,  of  the 
statement  of  that  iniamous  wretch. (Whitney) 
is  true,  except  the  one  statement  of  the  ques- 
tion and  answer.  He  states  nothing  as  it  oo- 
curred,  and  something  that  did  not  occur  at  all. 
I  call  upon  the  ohurman  of  the  committee,  wlu> 
should  be  the  best  witness,  to  say  if  these  are 
not  the  facta. 

Mr.  GiJBLAink,  oi  YiTffnla,  sidd  that  it  was 
extremely  unpleaBaiit  to  him  at  any  time,  and 
under  any  drounutanoes,  to  make  a  statebtent 
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in  reference  to  a  personal  controversy ;  bnt, 
from  the  varioDS  fines,  in  varioua  dlreodrau. 
which  had  been  glna  to  t3te  transaotion  refbrred 
to  by  his  cdleagne,  (Mr,  Wim,)  he  thooght  it 
due  to  the  committee,  to  the  Honse,  and  to  tiie 
country,  that  a  correct  statement  should  be 
made.  l£r.  O.  said,  without  expressing  any 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  "  card  "  referred  to,  or 
any  other  part  of  the  transaction,  he  would 
simply  say  that  the  statement  of  the  facts  and 
circumstances  related  by  his  colleague  were 
anbstantially  correct,  and  dettuled  very  much 
as  they  happened.  Some  things  stat^  he  did 
not  see ;  others  occurred  which  were  omitted, 
not  affecting  the  substantial  correctness  of  the 
narratire.  Mr.  6.  sud  he  did  not  see  the  scowl 
and  contemptuous  look  which  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  states  Mr.  Whitner  to  have 
snven  him;  his  eyes  were  tnmed  m.  another 
direction  at  the  time  it  ia  said  to  have  happen- 
ed; bnt  he  distinctly  remembers  hearing  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  complain  of  it  at  the 
time,  and  as  the  principal  cause  of  his  ezdte- 
ment.  Ur.  G.  said  the  occurrence  was  very 
sudden,  and  the  gentleman  fh}m  Tennessee  was 
certainly  very  much  excited.  He  said  that, 
with  a  view  to  restore  qiuet,  he  stated  to  Hr. 
IVhitney  that  a  question  would  arise  as  to  the 
disposition  of  his  answer,  and  that  he  mnst  re- 
tire; which  ho  did.  After  Mr.  Whitney  bad 
left  Uie  room,  Hr.  Fetton  became  more  tran- 
ouil,  i^wl(^zed  to  the  oommittee,  and  ^ated 
that  he  bad  been  very  modi  excited  on  account 
of  the  insnlt  which  he  regarded  as  having  been 

S'ven  Lim  in  the  answer  of  Hr.  Whitney,  and 
e  scowl  and  contemptuous  look  with  which 
it  was  accompanied,  ifr.  Whitney  was  then 
called  in,  and  the  resolution  of  the  committee 
in  reference  to  his  answer  read  to  him ;  hb  then 
apologized  to  the  committee  in  the  tetma  con- 
tained in  the  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  cconmit- 
tce  just  read. 

Hr.  GiLLET  said  he  rose  bnt  to  make  a  few 
suggestions.  The  situation  in  which  he  stood, 
as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee,  required 
him  to  make  a  few  remarks^  lest  his  silence 
should  be  misconstrued.  It  would  be  obvious 
to  all  who  ftreqaently  attend  oar  comts  of  jus- 
tice, tliat  it  is  hardly  posrible  for  nine  peraons 
to  witnbsB  a  transaction,  and  all  concur  in  giv- 
ing their  testimony  concerning  it,  though  all 
mif^t  be  equally  and  perfectly  honest.  Each 
would  remember  the  pul  that  made  the  strong- 
est impression  on  his  mind—one  would  pay 
more  attention  to  the  words  spoken,  while  an- 
other would  particularly  note  tiie  gestures.  He 
much  doubted  whether,  if  each  member  of  the 
committee  should  retire  to  his  room,  and  write 
ont  what  he  recollected  of  the  transaction  in 
the  committee  room,  any  two  would  be  found 
to  agree  upon  the  order  and  details  of  it.  It 
would  not  be  strange  if  they  differed  as  mnoh 
in  their  accounts  as  Hr.  Whitney  di^red  in  his 
with  eltbersentlemaa  who  had  spoken  on  thia 
saUeot.  ^ia  ^sapreement  of  persoDa  in 
theSr  aooonnts  of  what  had  transpired  was  per- 


[Febbitabt,  1887. 

fectly  reconcilable  with  hon«t  intentiois;  con- 
sequently, he  diould  not  Impeach  the  ehu«oter 
of  monb^  of  the  oommittM,  or  of  the  witoMs 
who  was  befwe  them,  if  all  did  not  oowmr  in 
the  order  and  details  of  what  bad  tnaHpired. 
Unless  we  can  agree  among  ourselves  as  to  that 
occurrence,  we  could  not,  with  any  proini6t7, 
condemn  one  who  ^ered  no  more  mm  us 
than  we  among  ourselves. 

He  had  just  come  in  fh>m  the  committee 
room,  and  aid  not  xmderstand  how  tliis  discus- 
sion arose,  nor  the  precise  ob^eab  that  was  in 
view.  He  presumed  it  was  intended  to  pat  the 
House  and  country  in  possession  of  an  accurate 
and  true  account  of  what  occurred  between  Mr. 
Petton  and  Hr.  Whitney.  As  so  many  jarring 
accounts  had  graie  fbrtb,  such  a  desire  is  not 
without  reason  in  its  favor.  He  had  not  beard 
the  aocoimtB  f^vea  by  liiose  who  weeeded  him, 
and  henoe  be  could  not  ta^  whnher  those  ao- 
counts  were  in  accordance  with  his  own  nocA- 
lection  or  not  It  was  no  part  of  his  pnipose 
to  express  an  opinion  at  this  time  of  uie  oor- 
rectness  of  the  statements  of  others,  and  cei^ 
taioly  none  in  relation  to  statements  which  he 
had  heard  only  in  part.  Nor  would  he  now 
express  any  opinion  concerning  the  card  of  Jb, 
Whitney.  The  gentleman  fSrom  Vi^nia  (Mr. 
Wraa)  had  a  day  or  .  two  ago  given  notice  to  the 
committee  that,  when  the  report  should  be 
made  to  the  Hoose,  as  he  understood  him,  he 
sbonld  bring  up  the  subject  of  that  card,  and 
should  deny  the  trutti  of  all,  exoept  the  oopies 
of  the  question  and  answerJ  At  tiiat  time,  and 
not  at  the  present,  he  expected  tiiis  matter 
would  come  up  as  a  auUect  of  discussion.  He 
thought  the  oommittee  bad  not  generally  ex- 
pected it  to  come  up  to-day,  and  he  l>eli6ved 
they  were  not  generally  in ;  bat  if  they  were, 
he  strongly  doubted  the  propriety  of  members 
rising  in  their  places  and  making  verbal  reports 
of  what  they  recollected.  He  thought  it  better 
that  the  committee  should  agree  among  them- 
selves, as  far  as  they  were  capable  of  doing  so, 
as  to  what  had  transpired,  and  present  it  in  a 
tuigible  and  definite  shape,  so  that  it  would 
command  credence  wberev«r  it  went  When 
the  committee  shall  agree,  the  country  will  feel 
an  aasmwioe  tliat  they  bare  arrived  at  tiie 
truth. 

If  we  cannot  agree  npm  the  foots,  how,  sir, 
are  those  who  report  what  we  sow  sqr  to 
agree?  Will  every  reporter  and  letter-writOT 
give  the  same  account  of  what  we  afBrm  in  the 
matter!  He  tibought  he  hazarded  nothing  in 
saying,  not  two  of  all  these  would  agree.  It 
will  be  the  same  with  others  who  hear  what 
we  now  say.  ITay,  sir,  before  we  leave  this 
House  a  difference  of  recollection  will  be  found 
to  prevail  as  to  what  we  have  said.  By  to- 
morrow we  shall  find  a  very  wide  differenoe  in 
this  respect.  As  the  news  of  the  debate  spreads, 
these  differences  will  multiply  in  propoilxon  to 
the  distance  they  travel,  uut  all  will  ron^  in 
uncertainty.  Nevrapaper  readers  will  ftll  into 
the  erron  of  tiie  publishers,  and  while  one  pert 
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of  the  eommnnitj  will  believe  one  account, 
other  portioos  may  equally  belieTO  others,  and 
aU  wide  from  the  truth.  From  tbeee,  among 
other  c(MuideTati<»ifl|  he  thonght  this  manner 
of  placing  this  matter  before  the  pnbUo  was 
lu^ly  exc^tionitble. 

He  hAd  entinir  abstained  from  stating  one 
word  of  what  did  oconr,  as  be  reoolleoted  it 
Before  he  sat  down,  he  ahoold  propose  a  reao* 
lation  in  these  woroa: 

Reaolved,  That  the  select  ootnmittee,  of  which  the 
bononble  Jauxs  QiaLAiiD  is  ohumuui,  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  Home  the  &cta  in  relation  to  the 
difficulty  that  occurred  between  Mr.  Fxttoh,  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee,  and  Mr.  Whitney,  a  witoeas 
called  before  that  committee,  whUe  said  intnees  was 
under  ezamloAtion, 

He  did  not  know  that  the  Honse  was  demrons 
of  heooming  aoqoainted  with  the  oconrrence 
refoied  to ;  but  u  it  waa^  he  thought  this  would 
be  a  snitable  and  propfur  manner  of  obtaining 
the  facta.  The  nan^ve  giTen  by  the  witoeas 
had  been,  he  nnderstood  from  those  who  had 
listened  to  gentlemen  who  preceded  him,  ob- 
jected to  as  inaccurate  or  untrue.  If  the  com- 
mittee be  required  to  report  the  &ots,  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  statement  would  be  tested.  This 
would  be  doing  justice  to  its  author  and  to  the 
objectors.  Then  the  publio  mind,  which  is 
feverish  with  continued  excitement  on  ques- 
tions of  a  disputed  character,  would  be  trao- 
qoiUixed  and  settled  on  one  at  least  Continual 
talking  on  the  snlnect  would  no  more  settle  this 
question  than  it  nad  settled  those  which  the 
committee  were  ordered  to  inquire  about 
True,  the  committee  cannot,  perhaps,  report 
the  intentions  of  those  who  were  the  prinoipal 
aotors  in  the  scene.  He  had  understood  these 
intentions,  in  whole  or  inpart,  had  been  already 
oommnnioated  to  the  House.  He  presumed 
those  who  had  gone  largely  into  details  did  not 
intentionally  (^ve  more  than  what  was  recol- 
lected I  and  he  would  say  that  he  bad  not  yet 
heard  it  allied  by  any  one  that  Mr.  Whitney's 
account  had  been  amplified  beyond  the  truth, 
except  in  a  ungle  word  in  the  relation  of  what 
he  said  after  he  returned  to  the  committee.  He 
should  not  exwess  any  personal  wish  as  to  the 
dispoirilifHk  of  this  matter.  If  its  Importance 
entitled  it  to  the  oonaideration  of  the  House,  he 
thought  the  same  reasons  would  impel  us  to 
ae^  the  undiluted  truth,  and  place  it  before 
Uie  public;  and  by  that  let  those  who  have 
made  statements  be  judged. 

This  endorsing  or  denyiog  the  allegations  of 
others  was  what  he  did  not  intend  to  do.  The 
matter  affirmed  to  be  true  or  untrue  might  be 
misreported,  and  the  affirmation  be  made  to 
cover  statements  never  intended  to  be  vouched 
for  or  denied.  From  dififerences  in  Tecollecticm 
new  controversies  might  arise,  giving  birth  to 
ftelings  not  to  be  designedly  promoted  by  this 
House,  and  not  productive  oi  good  anywhere. 
Ulna  nur,  he  understood,  the  atatements  (tf  ftets 
had  been  minoLed  with  much  other  matter  not 
ir«U  colrahted  to  enaUe  othera  to  nndentand 


them.  If  the  committee  should  report  the  foots, 
they  would  not  be  interspersed  with  biting  and 
criminating  epithets  hewed  upon  the  witness, 
having  uouung  to  do  with  what  tran^ired  in 
the  committee  room.  He  thought  tiie  true  wa^ 
of  arriving  at  the  truth  was  to  oall  for  it  in  an 
anthentio  form,  and  th«i  the  House  could  judge 
where  the  blame  ou^t  to  rest  This  he  tiiought 
due  to  all  parties,  and  could  not  fi^ly  be  ob- 
jected to  by  any  one.  He  therefore  would 
send  to  the  Spe^ffl-  the  resolution  which  he 
had  read,  and  aak  the  House  to  adopt  it 

[This  motion,  the  reception  of  it  being  ob- 
jected to,  was  not  in  order  at  this  time.] 

Mr.  Wiss  then  again  rose  to  conclude  his  re- 
marks, which  be  bad  not  finished  before  Hr. 
GiLLBT  rose.  He  said :  Sir,  in  continuation  of 
my  statement,  I  have  to  remark  that  my  friend 
from  Tomessee  is  pardtmable  for  much  he  said 
and  did  on  that  oecaaira.  He  i^oke  many 
harah  words,  but  under  the  strongest  excite- 
ment We  troth  looked  upon  Benb^  M.  Whit- 
ney as  a  base  minion  of  executive  power,  who 
went  there  with  a  pre-detennioation  to  insult 
us.  He  cam&  backed  and  endorsed,  and 
prompted  by  tiie  highest  authority,  to  brow- 
beat uid  ta>nnt  us,  and  to  Ijample  upon  the 
power  of  a  committee  constitntioiudly  raised  by 
the  representatives  of  the  ]^ple  to  detect  ai^ 
expose  his  villanons  connection  with  the  exec- 
utive branch  of  the  Giovemment  My  firiend 
regarded  the  wretch  as  a  mere  agent,  a  miser- 
able  tool  of  others — others  the  highest  in  power. 
It  was  too  much,  air,  to  aoffiBr  nia  anthorixed 
insults.  Uy  tnem.  did  not  treat  him  aa  on 
equal;  but  he  was  tnnspOTied  with  paadon  at 
his  inaolenoe  and  efflrontery.  He  did  and  said 
many  thin^  whidi  became  not  himse^  but 
which  Whitney  richly  deserved.  As  soon  aa 
he  became  calm  and  cool,  he  ^>olof^zed  to  the 
committee  in  the  most  respectful  terms. 

The  gentieman  from  New  Tork  (Mr.  Giixet) 
says  that  "many  tilings  which  Wliltney  says 
are  true."  I  repeat,  nr,  that  no  part  or  parcel, 
jot  or  tittie,  of  nis  statement,  except  the  ques- 
tion and  answer,  is  true ;  it  is  wholly  false  in 
matter  and  manner ;  in  &ct,  and  coloring,  and 
context— emj^ticoUy  false—false  in  italics  I 
His  statement  as  to  Ms  raology  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  committee,  I  venbire  to  soy,  no 
member  of  the  committee  will  vouch ;  and  thait 
he  makes  especially  a  marked  statement  by 
words  in  italics.  In  this  he  is  wilftilly  and 
brazenly  false ;  and  no  member  on  the  com- 
mittee can  endorse  his  statnnent  The  gentie- 
man from  Kew  Tork  (Mr.  Oimer)  says  he  will 
not  undertake  here  to  make  a  stotem^t  Sir, 
I  care  not  whether  he  does  or  not  I  have  my 
statement  confirmed  by  my  honorable  colleague, 
(i£T.  Gabland,)  and  that  is  all  I  want  It  may 
be,  sir — ^I  do-  not  say  it  is  so — but  It  may  be 
likely,  that  some  gentleman  who  was  present  so 
lost  his  wits  on  the  oooadon  that  be  could  not 
nu^e  a  statement  if  he  were  to  try !  Now,  it 
is  proposed  to  couple  the  name  of  my  friend 
la  a  reeolntion  with  that  of  B.  H.  wbitnoy. 
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I  hope,  sir,  House  will  not  bo  dMrade  mj 
frieno,  t>7  tiie  asaooiatioii  even  ix  names. 
"What  I  conple  the  name  of  a  villain,  penrioned 
for  his  peijoiy,  with  the  name  of  Baux  Pbtton, 
in  the  Bame  resolntion  1  Sir,  if  yon  had  beea 
present  and  witnessed  the  scene  of  that  night, 
you  would  have  been  atrack  with  the  immonBe 
difference  between  the  two  men.  I  will  tell 
von  what  yoa  would  have  seen :  yon  would 
have  seen  the  high  elevation  of  an  honest, 
bold,  conrageons,  manly,  noble  disposition, 
above  -a  low,  base,  cowering,  cowardly,  dis- 
honest wretch  I  That,  sir,  was  the  cmly  spec- 
tacle yon  would  have  seen.  And  I  iajy  sir,  let 
tiiose  of  the  two  clssses  of  spirits  thm  present 
be  respectively  consorted  together  assinil- 
lated  to  each  other  I 

Vt.  Eameb  (a  member*  of  the  oommlttee) 
said  that  he  should  not  det^  the  Honse  with 
any  remarks  of  his,  were  it  not  for  an  observa^ 
tion  that  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, Q^.  Pbtton,)  and  had  been  repeated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  who  last  occupied 
the  floor.  (Mr.  Wbb.)  They  had  stated  that 
the  gentleman  from  Yb^ia  had  notified  the 
memhers  of  the  committee,  that  when  this 
subject  came  before  the  Honse,  he  would  call 
npon  them  to  pronoance  Ur.  Whitney's  card 
fuse  in  evetr  part,  &oept  so  much  as  related  to 
the  prooee^w  of  the  oommitteew  If  he  QSr. 
H.)  now  renuoned  rilent,  after  what  had  oo- 
eoned,  it  iiAAt  l>e  inlbrred  that  he  had  bmie 
testimony  to  me  fidsehood  bo  charged.  He  did 
not  intend  that  any  such  inference  ^onld  be 
drawn.  He  i^reed  with  the  gentleman  fhim 
New  York,  (Mr.  Giixbt,)  that  no  nine  indi- 
viduals who  might  be  preset  at  an  affair  of 
this  kind  could  be  found,  who  would  afterwards 
state  all  the  details  alike ;  and  at  this  time  he 
would  not  go  into  dettdls.  As  to  Kr.  Whitney's 
"card,"  he  would  neither  pronounce  it  true 
nor  false.-  He  had,  as  he  stated  in  conversation 
with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  the  other 
day,  read  it  bat  hastily,  when  it  first  u>peared ; 
axA  he  had  not  taken  1^  tronhle  to  look  at  it 
rioGW.  Bnt^  aa  he  wis  np,  he  would  say  tha^ 
without  going  into  particnlars,  tbe  ovtunea  of 
the  transaction,  as  given  by  the  gentleman  teom 
Tennessee  ^d  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
were  snbetantially  correct. 

He  thought  it  due  to  himself  to  state  what 
had  been  his  own  course  in  the  matter.  When 
the  ezdtement  took  place,  and  the  honorable 
i^ainnan  called  "  order,"  he  (Mr.  H.)  rose  and 
commenced  making  a  speech,  Uie  object  of 
which  was  to  aid  the  chairinan  in  producing 
order  out  of  disorder.  He  had  continued  npon 
the  floor,  occasionally  interrupted  by  other  gen- 
tlemen, until  he  closed  his  remarks  by  submit- 
ting the  resolntion  which  was  unanimously 
■dmted  "bj  the  committee.  He  thought  the 
xesuntlfHi  due  to  the  committee,  dne  to  Uto 
individaal  member  involved,  and  dne  to  the 
witness  himself  who  had  in  some  measure  pro- 
voked what  followed. 

Eia  (Ur.  H.'s)  opinion  was,  that  a  witness 
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called  before  a  committee,  having  an  interro- 
gatory propounded  to  him,  oanit  either  to 
answer  or  to  decline.-  It  he  declined  answer- 
ing a  question,  that  was  enough.  He  had  no 
right  to  proceed  farther,  and  make  remarks 
about  the  committee,  or  an  individual  member 
of  it,  which  were  of  a  personal  character,  or 
whidi  reflected  npon  them  in  any  manner  di&- 
respectfnlly.  8acn  a  practice  could  not  be 
tolerated,  and  the  committee  were  unanimonsly 
of  that  opinion. 

After  this  sudden  gust  of  paanon,  this  mo- 
mentary excitement,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee expressed  his  r^ret,  and  ^wlt^pzed  to 
the  ccmmnttee  tor  what  bad  taken  place  on  Us 
part  The  witness  was  called  back,  and  qxdo- 
gized  to  the  committee  fbr  any  tmnghe  had 
done  of  a  disrespectful  diaraoter.  He  Qti, 
H.)  had  hoped  the  whole  matter  would  have 
remained  there;  but  it  seemed  that  by  some 
meansithad  gotont,  and  was  travelling  tiirough 
the  countiy  in  the  newspapers.  False  and 
exa^^rated  statements,  in  regard  to  it,  were 
no  doubt  circulated  in  pnblic  journals ;  and 
although  he  deprecated  all  discussions  of  this 
sort,  yet  he  thought  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee perfectly  Justifiahle  in  bringing  the 
subject  Wore  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  statement  in  his  own  defence. 

Havmg  said  thus  much,  he  would  troable 
tiie  House  no  Airther. 


MoiTDAT,  February  6. 
Pretidential  SUctUm — CourUinff  the  Vctei. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
informing  ti^e  Honse  of  its  concurrence  in  the 
report  of  the  joint  ixmunittee  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  npon  the  mode  of  counting 
out  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Freddein 

the  United  States. 

Hr.  Tmiua  moved  tiiat  the  Honse  concur 
with  the  Senate  in  the  r^>ort  and  resdntions 
thereto  wended,  as  repo^  hy  Um  to  tills 
House  on  Saturday  evetun^  as  follows : 

"  The  conuniUee  on  the  part  of  the  Honse  ot  Bep- 
resentatiTes,  'appointed  to  join  such  oommittee  as 
m!|^t  be  i^>p(mUed  on  the  part  of  the  Betmta^  (o 
iBcertain  and  .report  a  mode  of  tnmnAntng  the  votes 
for  Freddent  and  '^ce  President  of  tb»  United 
States;  of  notifjing  the  persons  elected  of  thdr 
election ;  and  also  to  inquire  into  the  expedienciy  of 
Bsoertaioiag  whether  any  votes  were  giTen  at  the 
recent  election  contraiy  to  the  prohltdtioQ  contained 
in  the  second  section  of  the  second  article  of  fte  con- 
stitution ;  and.  If  any  such'  votes  were  given,  what 
ou^t  tobedcHwwith  them;  and  whemranyand 
mat  aKfrision  ought  to  be  made  seewing  the 
faithful  obserrance  in  fbtore  of  that  section  ot  the 
constitution,'  report : 

"  That  &a  Aott  period  at  wtudi  they  were  ap- 
pointed before  the  day  on  which  the  votes  for  Fren- 
dent  and  Vice  Prerident  of  die  United  States  have 
to  be  oooDted,  has  prevented  them  finminvestiptiBg 
the  acts  Bobmitted  to  their  ezamlnatioQ  as  fraly  as 
might  have  been  done,  bad  more  time  been  allowed. 
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lha  oomeipondaioe  iriikh  bu  taken  place  batmen 
tbe  chatntKn  oi  the  committee  end  the  heads  of  the 
different  depertmeote  of  tbe  executive  branch  of  the 
OoremmeDt  locompsjiies  this  report,  from  which  it 
appeara  that  Isaac  Waldron,  who  was  ao  elector  in 
New  Hampshire,  was,  at  the  time  of  his  appoiatment 
as  elector,  president  of  a  deposit  bank  at  Portsr 
mouthy  and  was  appohited  and  acting  as  pendon 
aeeuL  irithout  compensation,  under  the  authority  of 
ttia  Uidted  States ;'  that,  in  two  cases,  persons  of  the 
same  names  with  the  individuals  wbo  were  appointed 
and  voted  as  electors  in  the  State  of  Vorth  GaroUna, 
held  the  offices  of  deputy  postmasters  under  the 
General  Government.  It  also  appears  that  in  New 
Hampsture  there  is  one  case ;  in  Connecticut  there 
lioiiacaBe;  in  North  CatolinE  tikarelsoiiecase;  in 
wUkAi,  ftom  tbe  report  of  the  PoBtmaater  General,  it 
Is  probable  that,  at  the  time  of  a^^xdntOMnt  of  elec> 
tora  in  these  Btatee,  reapeetfvely,  the  electors^  or 
perwna  of  the  same  names,  were  deputy  po8tmastei& 
The  committee  have  not  aacertiuned  whether  the 
electors  are  the  same  individuals  who  held,  or  are 
presomcd  to  have  held,  tbe  offices  of  dqnity  post- 
masters  at  the  time  when  the  ai^intment  of  electors 
was  made ;  and  this  is  tbe  less  to  be  r^retted,  as  it 
la  oonfldeutiy  believed  that  no  diange  m  tbe  result 
of  the  election  of  dther  tbe  Pre^dent  or  Vice  Preei- 
dent  would  be  allbcted  byibe  ascertunment  of  the 
&:t  in  either  way,  as  five  oridx  votes  only  would  in 
any  event  be  abatnictedfrMndiqwbftooiunbv;  for 
tbe  oommUtee  cannot  adopt  the  oidnioa  entertdned 
1^  soma,  that  a  single  !li^;ai  vote  would  vitiate  tite 
whole  eleototal  vote  of  Uie  college  of  electors  in 
irtiich  it  was  ^ven,  partienlariy  in  caaas  where  tbe 
vote  of  tbewhoflctdl^has  beat  given  for  tbe  aime 
persons. 

"  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  tbe  second 
section  of  tbe  second  article  of  the  constitution, 
which  declares  tiut  *  no  Senator,  or  Represratative, 
or  person  holding  an  office  of  tnist  or  profit  mider 
the  Umted  StatM,  shall  be  af^inted  an  elector,* 
ought  to  be  carried  m  its  whole  spirit  into  rigid  exe- 
cntion  in  order  to  prevent  officers  of  the  General 
Government  from  briiwing  tb«r  offldal  power  to  in- 
Aneooe  the  deetkuia  of  Preddent  and  Vice  Freddent 
at  tlw  Utrited  States.  lUi  ptovimon  of  the  consti- 
tntioD,  U  Is  beUeved,  excludes  and  disqualifiee  deputy 
pOBtmasten  tVom  the  a;^nbnent  of  electors,  and  the 
disqualification  relates  to  the  time  of  the  appoint- 
nteots ;  and  tliat  a  rengnatioo  of  the  office  of  deputy 
postmaster,  after  bis  appointment  as  elector,  would 
not  entiUe  him  to  vote  as  elector  under  the  constitu- 
tion. 

"  Should  a  case  occur  hi  which  it  became  neces- 
sary to  ascertain  and  detemUne  upon  the  qualifica- 
tions of  dectors  of  Presidflnt  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  the  important  question  would  be 
preeented— what  tribunal  would,  under  tbe  constitu- 
tion, be  competent  to  dedde  P  Whether  the  respec- 
tive oolIese>  of  electors  in  the  diSbrent  States  should 
dedde  i^mu  the  qnaliflcatioos  tlieir  own  member^ 
orOoDgraas  alundd  exenisa  the  power,  fa  a  qoea- 
tiOD  vhioh  the  oonmdttee  are  of^  ofSjiiaa  oof^t  to 
be  settled  by  a  permanent  provi^n  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

"  The  commiUee  at  present,  and  in  part,  report 
the  following  resolutions : 

"  SuoIm^  That  the  two  Houses  shall  aasemUe  In 
tbe  chamber  of  ^  Hoosa  of  KepreaentatlTes  on 
Wednesday  next  at  IS  o'clock,  and  tlia  PMridant  of 
the  Senate  dhall  be  tbe  preeidii^  officer;  that  one 
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peraon  be  SHM^tad  atdlwon  :tiiepart  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  two  on  the  part  of  the  Hou^  of  Represent- 
atives,  to  make  •  a  list  of  the  votes  as  they  shall  be 
declared ;  that  the  result  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
President  of  tbe  Senate,  who  shall  announce  the  state 
of  tbe  vote,  and  tlie  persons  elected,  to  the  two 
Houses  assembled  as  aforesud,  wbldi  shall  be  deemed 
a  declaration  of  tbe  persons  elected  Prerident  and 
Vice  Preddent  of  the  United  States;  and,  together 
iritb  alist  of  votes,  be  entered  on  tbe  jonntals  of  the 
two  Houses. 

Jieaolwd,  That,  in  relation  to  the  vote  of  Ifichi- 
gan,  if  tbe  counting  or  omitting  to  oount  them  aball 
not  essentially  change  the  result  of  the  election,  tbef 
shall  be  reported  by  the  President  of  tbe  Senate  in 
the  following  manner:  Were  the  votes  of  IQdiigsB 
to  be  counted,  the  Ksolt  would  be,  for  A  B  for  Fres- 

idmt  of  tbe  United  States,   votes;  if  not 

counted  foeX  B  for  President  of  the  United  State^ 

 votes ;  but,  in  either  event,  A  B  is  elected 

President  of  the  United  States.  And  fn  the  same 
maimer  for  Vice  Preadent." 

Mr,  Kebosb  was  understood  to  make  an  in^ 
qmrj  o{  the  chairman  (Ur.  Thouas)  in  rdiatian 
to  tbO-fiMt,  whether  any  votes  hare  been  givai 
by  persons  not  competent,  tinder  the  Constitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  to  vote  as  elmtws 
of  President  and  Yioe  President 

Mr.  Tbouas  said  a  few  words  In  explanation. 
The  committee,  on  InTestigation,  had  found 
that,  there  were  three  individods  in  North 
Carolina,  one  in  New  Hampshire,  and  one  in 
Ooniwetioat  eteoted  to  the  deotoral  0(^UeA 
who  bore  the  Bune  name  with  those  of  indi- 
Tidoali  who  were  d^nty  postmasters  under 
tbe  Goieral  Goremment ;  and  the  impression 
on  the  minds  of  the  oommitlee  was,  that  they 
were  consegoently  the  same  individualti. 

The  rvsolations  w«e  tiien  BeveraUy  ooncnrred 
in  withont  a  ^vision. 

AboUtum  of  Slanary  in  the  DUtriet  tf  Colum- 
bia— PetitiwM /rom  th^  Females  of  Twenty- 
eight  Totem  in  JHevs  Hampthire. 
Petitions  and  memorials  being  called  for  in 
the  order  of  States  and  Territories, 

Mr.  Onaaaa  said  he  was  charged  with  a 
commisdon  of  smne  delioMQr,  zeepecoDg  which 
he  craved  tiie .  indolguioe  of  the  House.  It 
happened  that  in  his  Patriot  the  &ir  sex  greaUr 
ontnnmbered  the  other,  and  the  better  half  <n 
creation  was  no  half  at  all ;  it  was  two-thirds ; 
so  that  he  was  probably  the  Immediate  repre- 
sentatave  of  more  ladies  than  any  other  member 
of  the  Honse,  In  obedience  to  the  wishes  of 
his  fair  constitnents,  whom  it  was  at  all  times 
his  pleasnre  to  serve,  he  had  to  present  petitions 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  from 
8,824  ladies  of  the  city  of  Lowell  and  tbe  towns 
of  A^esbury,  Andover,  HaTerhill,  Newbnrj- 

C Beading,  and  Salisbury,  in  the  State  of 
achnsetts. 

These  petitions  were  aooordingly  received 

and  liUd  on  the  table,  withont  debate  or  oom- 
nutment,  onder  the  resolution  of  the  House. 
Hr.  0.  said  he  had  now  to  pwdon 
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of  the  gentlemin  from  New  Hampihira,  Mb 

near«Bt  nd^bor  at  home,  <tf r.  Ocsrhan,)  for 
appearing  to  interfere  in  snj  wa^  vith  that 
gentleman's  concema.  He  (Ur.  Cubhiko)  was 
'  not  aware  that  the  ladies  of  Netr  Hampshire 
had  anj  g^erol  objection  to  the  proponnding 
of  iiieprevuna  gveation;  bnt,on  uiis  occasion, 
they  had  distingaisbed  him  with  their  pre- 
ference, so  far  as  to  desire  to  make  him  their 
organ  in  their  commnnicationa  to  the  Honse, 
Kr.  OnsHiLur  signified  his  acqniesooice,  and 
Ur.  OrsHiNa  proceeded  to  present  petitions 
from  the  ladies  <n  Alatead,  Bedford,  Boeoswen, 
Canaan,  OonoOTd,  Dnrhani,  Fruuxmla,  Gil- 
manton,  Oroton,  Hampton  Falla,  HanoTer, 
EaTerhUl,  Hebron,  Hainiker,  Hillaborongb, 
Keene,  Luicaster,  Lincoln,  Lyndeborongb,  Had- 
bnry.  Mount  VemoD,  New  Hampton,  New 
Harket,  Orange,  Baymond,  Salem,  and  Salis- 
bary,  all  in  the  State  of  New  Hamirahire,  pray- 
ing for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave- 
trade  in  &a  District  of  Oolumbia;  which  peti- 
tioDs  were  seTerally  receiTed  and  laid  on  the 
table,  under  the  resolntlon  of  the  Honse. 

Supprettion  of  tha  Slau-l¥ade  t»  tho  IH^rtet 
of  Columbta^PetUion  Jrvtn  "JTinu  Zaditi" 

Mr.  Aduis  be  preeoited  the  petiti<m  of 
nine  ladies  of  Fredenokaborg,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia.  He  would  not  name  tliem,  becanse, 
from  the  disposition  which  at  present  prevailed 
in  the  conntry,  he  did  not  know  what  might 
happen  to  them  if  be  did  name  them.  It  was 
not  a  petition  for  the  aboliUon  of  alavesy  in 
the  District  of  Colnmbia,  bat  it  was  a  petition 
praying  Oongress  to  pnt  a  stop  to  tiie  dare- 
trade  in  the  District  of  Golmnbia. 

This  was  one  of  those  petitions  which  had 
seemed  so  strange  to  him  when  be  received  it, 
that  he  did  not  feel  a  perfect  secnrity  that  it 
was  genuine,  and  to  which  be  bad  allnded  when 
be  first  begMi  tbe  presentation  of  his  petiticna. 
It  waa  sent  to  him,  purporting  to  be  the  peti- 
ticm  of  nine  ladies,  not  one  tS.  whom  should  be 
named  1^  him.  Whether  it  was  genuine  « 
not,  it  was  not  for  him  to  determine. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
vnder  the  resolution. 

Pttitwnfim^  22  Slaves, 
Mr.  Adahs  Bud  he  held  in  bis  hand  a  paper 
on  which,  before  it  was  presented,  be  desired 
to  have  the  decision  of  the  Speaker.  It  was 
a  petition  from  twenty-two  persons,  declaring 
themselves  to  be  slaves.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Speaker  considered  such  a  p«titi<m 
as  oODiIng  witttin  the  order  of  the  Honse, 

The  Spkaxbb  aald  he  oonld  not  tell  mitil  he 
had  the  contents  of  the  petiticm  in  his  poasea- 
aion. 

Mr.  Adams  sud  that  if  the  paper  was  sent 
to  the  Glerk's  table,  it  would  be  in  possession 
of  the  House,  and  if  sent  to  the  Speaker  he 
would  see  whAt  were  its  contents.  Now,  he 
(Mr.  A.)  wished  to  do  nothing  ezoept  in  anb- 


miadrai  to  tiie  ndes  ci  the  Hooae.  This  paper 
purported  to  come  from  staves,  and  it  was  one 
of  ttiose  petitions  which  had  occurred  to  his 
mind  as  not  being  what  it  purported  to  be.  It 
was  signed  partly  by  persons  who  oonld  not 
write,  by  making  their  marks,  and  partly  by 
persons  whose  handwriting  would  manifest  that 
they  had  received  the  education  of  slaves ;  and 
the  petition  declared  itself  to  be  from  slavey 
and  he  was  requested  to  present  it.  He  woi^d 
send  it  to  the  Chair. 

Ur.  Law  LIB  ol^ected  to  its  going  to  the 
Ohair. 

The  Sn^oEK  add  that  the  oircnmatanoaa  of 
tiie  case  were  so  eztnwrdinaiy,  that  he  would 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  conne  to 
be  pursued. 

Hx.  Lawlkb  wished  it  to  appear  on  the 
journal  that  be  had  objected  to  the  piq>er  going 
to  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  Hassar- 
cbusetts  had  stated  that  tJie  petition  came  from 
slaves ;  hut  it  had  not  been  sent  to  the  Clerk's 
table.  It  was  tbe  first  time,  in  the  recoUection 
of  the  Cbair^  that  persons  not  tree  had  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  this  House.  The  Chair 
wished  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House,  which 
he  had  a  right  to  do. 

Mr.  HATna  felt  astonished  at  tbe  oonne 
which  had  been  pnraned  hy  the  houoraUe 
gentleman  from  Maasaohosett^  not  only  to-day, 
but  every  day  for  some  time  past,  whenever 
petitions  were  presented ;  but  bis  astonishment 
reached  to  a  height  which  he  felt  it  impossihie 
to  express,  when  he  saw  tbe  gentleman  rise  in 
his  place  on  this  floor,  and  offer  to  present  such 
a  paper  as  this  had  been  described  to  be.  Mr. 
H.  could  not  tell  in  what  manner  be  would 
meet  a  proposition  of  this  kind.  It  might  he 
giving  it  more  attention  than  it  deserved,  if  he 
(Mr.  H.)  were  to  object  to  receiving  it.  He 
had  risen  mainly  to  express,  so  far  as  lu^piage 
oonld  egress,  nia  anfingned  surprise  that  the 
gentieman  from  MassaMiusetts,  or  any  other 
gentleman,  Uiould  ever  have  miade  a  question 
on  a  paper     this  Mnd. 

Mr.  Adams  called  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia to  order,  on  the  gronnd  that  he  was  malting 
personal  reflections. 

Mr,  PjNOKHKT  was  opposed  to  a  protracted 
dlscosston  on  the  subject  which  could  only  lead 
to  useless  excitement  and  confusion,  the  mat- 
ter before  the  House  being  a  subject  for  action, 
not  for  debate.  He  hoped  the  Honse  would 
act  prompdy  and  decisively. 

Mr.  Hatubs  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  he  did 
not  still  hold  the  floor. 

Hie  Bfbakek  said  the  gentieman  frtnn  G^wn^ria 
held  tbe  floor,  but  ft  waa  not  in  order  to  make 
persmial  allnwms. 

Mr.  HATins  said  the  Speaker  was  aware  tiiat 
be  was  one  of  the  last  men  to  violate  the  roles 
adopted  for  the  order  and  government  of  the 
House.  It  was  well  known  that,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  these  discussions,  at  an  early 
day  in  the  last  aeation  of  C<aigreas  up  to  thu 
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moment,  his  Ups  had  been  doMd  on  the  mb- 
jeot  in  eveiT  form;  because  he  had  tfaoof^t 
that  the  members  from  hU  seotion  of  the  ooan- 
try  should  be  among  Uw  last  to  ae^  or  ^onoto 
discasBion  upon  it.  Bnt  he  would  not  tnut  faU 
feaUngs  to  pursue  the  rabjeot  farther  under  its 
|»«8ent  aspect,  extraordinarjr  as  it  was.  The 
true  motion,  in  his  judgment,  would  be  to  move 
tiiat  the  petition  be  rejected,  subject,  however, 
to  its  withdrawal,  if  the  House  should  become 
further  enlightened  as  to  its  oontents. 

Mr.  X^wie  hoped  that  no  motioo  of  that  kind 
would  come  from  any  gentleman  from  a  slave- 
holding  section  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Hathbs  would  oheerftilly  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Lbwib  was  glad  the  motion  was  with- 
drawn. He  betieved  that  the  Boose  should 
pumsh  severely  snob  an  infiractimi  of  its  deco- 
rum and  its  roles ;  and  be  oaOed  <n  the  mem- 
bers from  the  slavehiddiDg  States  to  eome  for- 
ward noWf  and  demand  from  the  House  the 
ponlahmoit  (tf  the  gentleman  flvm  Massachu- 
setta. 

Mr.  Ghaut  LA  rn>  would  second  the  motion, 
and  go  all  lengths  in  support  <^  it 

Mr.  Lxwis  sud  that,  if  the  House  would 
inflict  no  punishment  for  sach  flagrant  Tiolatitms 
of  its  dignity  as  this,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
Be^^ntaUves  from  t3ie  daT«lh<dding  States  to 
go  home  at  once. 

Mr.  Alfobd  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from 
Hassaohnsetts  had  certainly  proposed  to  intro- 
duce tiiis  petition. 

The  Spurn  said  the  member  from  UasBa- 
chosetM  had  risen,  and  stated  tiiat  be  bad  a 
petition  coming  frnn  alavea,  and  had  inquired 
1^  the  Chair  miethw  It  woiud  oome  under  the 
order  adopted  by  tiie  House  in  reference  to  all 
petitions  and  papers  on  the  sobjeot  of  slavery. 

The  Clerk  haTiog  been  directed  to  read  tiie 
minntes  which  be  bad  taken  at  the  time,  read 
as  follows : 

"Hr.  AsAHS  presented  the  petition  of  tirenty- 
two  penons,  declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves,  and 
wished  to  know  wheu«r  it  came  within  the  order  of 
the  House." 

Mr.  Altord  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  intended  to  present  this  petition, 
he,  (Mr.  Altobd,)  the  moment  it  was  presented, 
should  move,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  Booth, 
which  be  in  part  represented,  and  which  he 
conceived  had  been  treated  with  indignity,  that 
it  he  taken  from  the  Hoose  and  burnt;  and 
he  hoped  that  every  man  who  was  a  friend 
to  the  coDBtitntion  would  support  him.  There 
must  be  an  end  to  this  constant  attempt  to  ruse 
excitement  or  the  Union  oould  not  exist  much 
'  longer.  The  moment  any  man  abonld  disgrace 
the  GoTemment  ondw  whioh  he  lived,  by  pre- 
senting a  petition  from  slaves  praying  for 
emandfpation,  he  hoped  that  petition  would, 
by  order  of  the  House,  be  ocmunitted  to  Uie 
flames. 

Mi.  PATnnr  moved  to  snqtend  the  role  to 
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enable  him  to  sobmit  a  motion  to  tak^  from 
Uie  taUe,  to  be  hereafter  disposed  of  as  the 
Hoose  may  ^cide,  the  p^wr  already  presented 
by  the  gentleman  from  Uassaohosetts,  and  wbidi 
bad  been  laid  on  the  table  under  the  resolution 
of  the  House ;  ho  alluded  to  the  pi^  preseoted 
aa  a  petition  from  nine  ladies  of  Fredericksborg. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  would  stite  in  his  place,  and  on 
his  responsibility,  tbat  the  name  of  no  lady  was 
attached  to  that  paper.  He  did  not  believe 
there  was  a  single  one  of  them  of  decent  re- 
spectability. He  believed  the  ^gnatures  to  he 
genuine,  and  he  recognized  only  one  name 
which  he  had  known  before,  and  that  was  the 
name  of  a  free  mulatto  woman  of  the  worst 
fame  and  repotatioo.  He  had  been  n^aed  in 
Frederiduborg,  and  believed  be  was  aoqu^ted 
with  all  persons  of  respectability  reding  there, 
and  he  oooJd  say  there  was  not  one  respectable 
name  attached  to  this  paper. 

Mr.  W.  Thoufbon  asked  that  the  petition 
might  be  read,  so  as  to  render  the  gentieman 
from  Massachusetts  amenable  to  the  resolutim 
which  he  (ICr.  T.)  proposed  to  offer. 

The  Spukxb  said  it  was  not  in  order  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  Robertson  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya 
on  the  motion  to  su^nd ;  which  were  ordered, 
and,  being  taken,  were— yeas  181,  nays  60. 

&>  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Patton  said  he  was  disposed  to  pormie 
as  kind  and  respectM  a  ooorse  to  tiie  gentle- 
man ftom  Massachoaetts  as  tiie  circomstanoea 
(rf  the  case  would  a^it,  so  far  as  related  to 
theparticular  question  before  the  Hoose. 

The  gentieman  from  Massachusetts,  before 
presenting  this  petition,  had  stated  tbat  he  did 
not  know  who  these  individuals  were ;  he  did 
not  know  their  claims  to  the  consideration  of 
this  House,  or  to  his  own  agency  in  presenting 
the  petition.  Mr.  P.  thought  it  was  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts 
had  not  thoi^t  proper,  but,  on  the  contruy, 
had  refused,  to  permit  him,  (Mr.  P.,)  cominc 
frvmthe  town  from  which  tills  pnwr  purported 
to  oome,  OD  a  sobject  whIoh  the  gentleman 
knew  the  people  whran  he  Qix,  P.)  repres6nt«d, 
as  well  as  himself  flelt  a  deep  snd  exciting 
interest,  to  see  the  paper  before  it  had  been 
presented.  He  (Mr.  P.)  could  not  permit  him- 
self to  believe  that,  after  stating  to  him,  as  he 
(Mr.  P.)  woold  have  stated  privately,  what  he 
had  since  stated  pnblidy,  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  would  have  persisted  in  beingthe 
organ  throogh  whom  socb  a  petition  dioold  be 
presented.  Be  (Mr.  P.)  would  again  state,  on 
Ilia  honor  and  veracity  as  a  man,  tbat  he  did 
not  believe  that  there  was  the  si^tore  ctf  anj^ 
decent^  respectable  indlvidoal  in  Fredericks- 
borg attached  to  tlua  p^)er;  that  the  cnHj 
name  be  recognized  waa  tliat  of  a  molatto  free 
WMoan  <tf  infiunons  diaraoter ;  and  he  believed 
that  the  names  of  others  were  the  names  of 
free  negroes,  all  of  whom  he  bdieved  to  be 
bad.  Be  therefore  moved  tbat  the  puer  whioh 
had  been  received  and  laid  on  the  table  should 
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be  tak%n  from  tiie  table  aod  retomed  to  the 
gentleman  from  MaaaaehMetta. 

If  r.  BouuiiH  Ndd  that,  as  he  had  Jnat  TOted 
ag^nst  snspending  the  rnlea  on  the  motion  of 
his  colleague,  (Hr.  Pattoit,)  and  bad  found 
himself  Toting  with  those  who,  from  their  local 
rituation,  might  be  Bnp[)psed  not  to  feel  wi^ 
him  on  the  verj  delicate  and  vital  subject  now 
before  the  House,  and  as  his  name  bad  not  be«i 
recorded  with  the  names  of  those  with  whom 
he  knew  he  did  feel  and  act  snbstantiailj  in 
eTer7  importwt  matter  peculiar  to  the  South, 
and  especially  in  regard  to  the  subject-matter 
DOW  before  Uie  House,  it  became  him  to  give 
the  reascm  for  his  vote.  It  was  this:  He  wished 
to  dispose  of  tiie  first  branch  of  the  subject, 
and  then  he  would  be  willing  to  sospoid  the 
rales  for  his  colleague,  and  would  be  wilUng  to 

S with  him  in  any  vote  to  take  from  our  tiles 
a  paper '  he  wished  withdrawn,  and  wbicii 
was  well  calculated  to  throw  disgrace  and  con- 
tempt on  the  proceedings  of  the  House.  He 
was  willing  the  resolution  and  wish  of  bis  col- 
league should  prevail,  and  that  the  paper  should 
be  returned  to  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Hassacbusetta,  to  make  what  mischief  he  could 
or  he  chose  from  it,  in  or  out  of  this  House. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had 
offered  in  uie  Bouse  the  memorial  those 
who,  on  the  flwe  of  it,  upeared  to  be  slaves, 
and  had  annoonoed  to  the  Chair  and  to  tike 
House  that  sueh  was  the  pap«r. 

Ur.  B.  add  he  did  not  care  a  rash  whether 
the  paper  went  to  the  Obair  or  not.  Nothing 
that  tl^t  gentleman  could  say  or  do  in  rdation 
to  it  oonla  add  to,  or  detract  from,  the  impres- 
rion  that  the  statement  of  the  proposition  to 
the  Ohair  by  him  had  made.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
wished  now,  without  interruption  of  any  other 
business,  to  progress  with  this  matter  until  he 
saw  and  nnderstood  what  countenance  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  should  receive  from 
the  House.  . 

Mr.  W.  Thohfson  had  risen  to  move,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Yir^ida,  (Mr.  Patton,)  tJie 
following  resolution : 

Hetolvtd,  That  the  honorable  Johh  Qdirct  Adams, 
by  the  attempt  just  made  by  bim  to  introduoe  ape- 
tiiion  purporting  on  its  tux  to  be  from  slaves,  has 
beenguil^of  agroas  disrcfpect  to  thisHoaee,  and 
that  he  be  bistantly  brought  to  the  bar  to  leceire 
the  sevoe  censure  of  tiie  Speaker. 

Thompson,  of  Sonth  Oarolina,  s^d :  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  offered  to  pre- 1 
sent  a  petiticm  from  slaves,  and  so  purporting 
to  be  on  its  face,  in  open  and  wilfid  violation 
of  what  he  knew  to  be  the  rules  of  tUs  House, 
and  iosnlting  to  a  lai^  portion  of  its  niMtibws. 
Does  the  gentleman,  even  In  the  latitade  whieh 
he  gives  to  the  right  of  petition,  think  tiiat  it 
includes  slaves  ?  If  be  does  not,  he  has  wilfbUy 
violated  the  rnlea  of  the  House  and  the  foelings 
of  its  members.  Does  that  gentleman  know 
that  there  are  laws  in  all  the  slave  States,  and 
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here^  for  the  pnnlshment  of  those  who  ext&bt 
•insnrredticm  ?  I  can  tell  him  that  tfawe  are 
snoh  things  as  grand  juries ;  and  if,  dr,  the 
juries  of  this  District  have,  as  I  doubt  not  they 
have,  proper  intelligence  and  -spirit,  he  may  yet 
t>e  made  amenable  to  another  tribunal,  and  we 
may  yet  see  an  inc^diary  bron^t  to  condign 
punisnment.  Mr.  T.  said  that,  when  he  firet 
took  his  seat  here,  and  heard  d^ly  denuncii^ons 
of  the  people  whom  he  represented,  and  every 
vile  epithet  heaped  upon  them — a  people  for 
whom  he  claimed,  to  say  1^  very  least,  the 
proudest  equality — he  was  excited  almost  to 
the  point  of  frenzy.  Now  he  found  himself 
sitting  quietly  under  these  things,  when  he  saw 
his  new  eolleagnes,  not  more  excitable  than  he 
was,  in  the  same  atate  of  fbeUn^  in  which  he 
was  at  the  last  sesrioQ.  Sir,  it  is  a  most  in* 
BtmcUve  commentary  upon  the  gradual  wear 
and  tear  of  feeling,  and  the  cooling  of  that  just 
indignation  which  every  Boutbem  man  should 
feel  8ir,  if  I  desired  the  breaking  op  of  this 
Government,  I  should  thank  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  for  bis  course  on  t^is  sub- 
ject. All  we  desire,  rir,  is  an  issue,  a  fnir  and 
disUnot  issue.  If  gentl^en  think  slavery  an 
abomination,  and  uiat  tiiey  have  a  right  to 
abolish  it,  why  not  ocnne  up  to  the  point,  and 
say  so  t  I  will  fravive  them  for  all  uie  past  if 
they  will  do  it.  we  shall  then,  sir,  aotm,  very 
soon,  settle  this  qnesticoi  taeewt. 

Mr.  Hatto  aaid  that,  believing  the  oU<ct 
of  the  gentlenMm  trfna  South  OuoliDa  vaA^t 
be  more  readily  obtained  by  a  TesolDtion  in  a 
different  form,  be  would  send  to  the  table  the 
fc^owing  amendment : 

Strike  oat  all  after  "  J2M»fe«2,"  and  insert— 

"That.JoHii  QcncT  Adahs,  a  Bqtresvttalive 
from  the  State  of  MassaAusetta,  has  rendered  him- 
self justly  liable  to  the  severest  censure  of  tliis 
House,  sad  ia  censured  aooordiogly,  few  having  at- 
tempted to  present  to  the  House  the  petition  of 
slaves.** 

Mr.  Oranoeb  aaid  this  was  a  question  of 
extreme  ddioacy,  and  one  whi^  he  hoped 
wonld  not  be  dosed  by  the  previous  qaesdon. 
His  honorable  friend  from  Massaehusetts  (Ux. 
Adams)  knew  that  no  man  in  this  House  had 
more  sincerely  stood  by  him  on  the  right  of 
petition  than  he  (Mr.  O.)  had.  Bnt  he  (Mr.  G.) 
most  express  his  sorprise  tiiat,  with  papers  In 
his  hand  from  sources  of  which  he  was  igno- 
rant, and  of  the  genuineness  of  which  he  hss 
expressed  a  doubt,  he  (Mr.  Adams)  should  have 
assumed  the  re^nsibility  he  had  this  day 
assumed.  He  (Mr.  G.)  was  surprised  that  Uiat 
gentleman,  holding  the  right  of  petition  as  one 
of  the  most  sacred  rights  granted  to  this  people, 
should  ever  have  chewened  the  value  Of  that 
right,  by  presenting  incUscriminately  papers 
enclosed  to  bim,  (Mr.  Adahb,)  when  he  was 
himself  ignorant  of  the  names,  condition,  or 
characters,  of  those  who  forwarded  them.  He 
was  the  more  surprised  that  a  paper  from  this 
immediate  viciid^,  and  pmportiog  to  bear  the 
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rignatnres  of  those  who  are  represented  by  a 
ffenUeman  (Mr.  Patton)  ritting  on  the  left  of 
uie  gentleman  from  Mtusaohosetts,  and  with 
whom  that  gentleman  was  on  intimate  terms, 
abonld  hare  been  presented  to  this  Honse  with- 
out Mnne  inqidry  naming  ben  made  as  to  tbe 
character  of  those  wboae  namea  wow  attached 
to  the  petition,  or  withont  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
ADAan}  bdng  possessed  o^  or  having  guarded 
himself  by,  the  requisite  Information  in  relation 
to  tiie  petition  he  was  about  to  present  It 
was  well  known  that  no  man  here  deprecated 
more  than  he  (Mr.  G.)  did  the  decision  of  the 
Ohair  in  tying  down  membera  of  the  Hoase 
under  the  resolntion  of  the  last  and  the  |vennt 
year. 

This  qnestion,  as  now  presented,  was  one  of 
deep  interest.  He  felt  bonnd  to. say  that  a 
certain  class  of  the  commtm5ty  were  too  ready 
to  change  their  ground,  and  to  hide  their 
opinions  on  the  acmition  «f  slavery  under  the 
denial  of  Hie  right  of  petition.  He  had  in  his 
mind  men,  not  ordinaf;  men,  who,  feeling  that 
this  i^ht  has  hem  uijnst^  abridired,  have 
enUsted  themselres  in  a  cause  in  which  they 
wotdd  never  otherwise  have  engaged;  moi 
who,  only  one  year  ago,  were  as  mn3i  opptned 
to  the  abolition  of  uavery  as  any  man  in  this 
House,  but  who  are  now  found  within  its  ranks. 
These,  he  sud,  were  not  ordinary  citizens,  but 
those  who  stood  forth  to  the  commxmity  in  that 
enviable  relief  which  talent  nres  to  virtue. 
It  was  not  to  be  diagnised,  and  he  fdt  bound 
to  declare,  that,  if  the  House  wished  to  for- 
ward the  oaose  of  abolition,  they  would  pass 
these  hasty  resolutions,  No  man  m  this  nMirai 
held  the  right  petition  under  the  etmstitn- 
tion  more  sacred  than  he  did ;  bnt  it  was  due 
to  himself  to  repeat,  what  he  had  heret<Mbre 
stated,  that  so  long  as  the  States  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia  should  continue  their  present 
policy,  he  did  not  believe  that  Oongress  had 
any  just  power  to  interfere  in  this  question,  nor 
that  either  philantliropy  or  patriotism  demanded 
it;  that  in  his  opinion,  at  the  time  <^  the 
cesnon  of  this  District,  it  was  no  more  con- 
templated that  slavery  should  be  abolished  here 
before  it  was  in  the  snrroanding  country,  than 
that  this  territory  should  continue  in  its  present 
portion  after  the  ac|joining  States  by  whidi  it 
had  been  oeded  should  luve  changed  tl^rs. 
Bnt  he  would  siv  to  the  gentlemen  nom  Boath 
Carolina  ^r.  Tbohpsoii)  and  from  Georgia 
QSx.  Hatuks)  that,  if  tins  resolution-was  pushed 
to  a  Tote  of  censure,  its  effect  on  the  tommn- 
idbr  would  be  most  serioos. 

Mr.  Lbwis  offered  the  foUowing  amendment, 
which  he  suggested  to  his  friend  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Ihompson)  to  accept  as  a  modi- 
fication: 

RenlttcL,  That  JoHir  QuiHCT  Adaiis,  a  member 
from  the  State  of  Uassschusetts,  by  his  attempt  to 
iotrodace  into  this  Honse  s  petition  from  slaves,  for 
tiie  abtdittaii  of  daray  In  the  Disfalet  of  CdmnUa, 
enmnitled  an  oatnge  on  the  rights  tod  fMburdf -a 
hiso  pwttai  of  the  people  of  HUaVdon;  augnait 
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oonteB^mdM  digid^i^  this  House;  isd,  l^ez- 
tendfaig  to  siavfls  a  pcMlage  only  bakajghig  to  tVee- 
men,  airectly  inltas  the  slave  popolation  to  iasor- 
cecHon ;  and  that  tiie  add  mefliber  tw  foMMtt 
ealledtotbe  bar  of  the  Hnase,  and  be  eensaiedli^ 
tbeSpeakv. 

Mr.  yf,  tmamas  accepted  Oe  modification. 

Utr.  Lewis,  as  a  member  from  the  Sooth,  was 
not  disposed  to  aivue  this  question  here.  He 
wished  to  see  whether  there  was  the  power  or 
the  will  to  discountenance  such  proceedings  as 
these.  If  not,  the  members  from  tiie  wuth 
had  better  go  home  and  prepare  to  ]noteot 
themselves. 

Mr.  Patton  thought  the  House  was  prooeed* 
ing  rather  harshly  in  this  matter.  The  resolu- 
tion asserted  two  facts :  First,  that  the  paper 
was  a  petition  by  staves  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  Was  that  the  fact?  Was  any  gentle- 
man here  authorized  to  state  that  this  was  a 
pi^wr  for  the  abolition  of  daTeryt  It  was 
essmtiaUy  important,  before  the  House  was 
caOed  on  to  aci,  tiiat  tuc^  should  know  wfaellier 
this  was  the  ftot  or  not  The  rescdntion  asserted 
slso  another  fact:  that  the  gentieman  ftom 
Massachusetts  attempted  to  offer  this  petition. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  understood  t^at  this  was  not  the 
fact.  He  thought  he  should  be  disposed  to  go 
as  for  as  those  who  would  go  &rtheBt  in  adopt* 
ing  any  proper  course  for  arresting  these 
attempts  to  procure  the  action  of  the  House  in 
relation  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  or  anywhere  else.  He 
should  be  ready  to  go  to  the  utmost  extent 
his  constitutional  powers  to  arrest  that  action, 
either  by  the  l<«ulatiTe.  intervention  of  the 
House,  in  its  titwuaj  course,  or  by  refusing 
to  receive  the  petitions,  or  by  inflicting  Qensnre 
onL  mnubers  transgreadng  me  bounds  <^  their 
duty  to  keep  up  an  excitement  on  the  subject 
But  let  us  know  (s^  Mr.  P.)  what  we  are 
doing.  Suppose  that  this  petition  was  a  quiz ; 
and  that,  so  far  from  being  a  petition  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  it  was  a  petiton  for  a  veir 
different  thing.  Mr.  P.  would  olject  as  much 
to  the  one  proposition  being  presented  here  as 
the  other.  But  let  the  House,  i>efore  it  in- 
volved itself  in  this  solemn  proceeding,  before 
it  took  this  decided  and  hazardous  step  d 
bringing  to  the  bar  of  the  Honse  a  member  of 
its  Iwdy,  as  having  violated  ita  righte,  know  on 
what  grounds  they  were  proceeding. 

Were  the  facta  as  tliey  were  stated  to  bet , 
Had  any  each  petition  been  presented'  or  offimd 
by  a  member  of  the  House  1  He  regretted  to 
be  involved  in  this  excitement  on  grounds 
which  might  turn  out  to  be  more  of  a  farce 
then  a  tragedy.  Heezpdctedit  would  be  found 
that  neither  the  one  foct  nor  the  other,  assumed 
in  the  resolution,  was  true. 

JiSt.  Adams  then  rose  and  said  he  did  not 
know  under  what  rule  <tf  the  House  the  several 
resolutions  which  had  been  presented  in  relation 
to  hhnself  luid  taken  the  plaoe  of  the  resolution 
or  motion  anbmitted  by  hu  friend  fimn  Y irginia, 
(Mr.  Paxmx,)  nor  bow  it  had  happoaad  tiut 
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tiiis  matter  had  come  mider  the  conuderaticm 
the  Hoose,  whilst  a  qaeetion  was  peoding 
whether  a  paper  previooiBly  presented  b/  him 
(Mr.  A.)  Bhould  be  taken  from  the  Splicer's 
table  and  retamed  to  him.  The  Speatier,  he 
presomed,  knew  how  this  had  come  about. 

The  SiSAKXB  explained  that  this  had  been 
effected  nnder  the  operatiints  of  that  well- 
eetablished  parliamentary  law,  which  gave  pre- 
cedence to  qnesdims  (tf  privilege  over  all  other 
btuiness. 

Hr.  Adams.   Well,  sir,  I  am  satisfied. 

In  regard  to  the  resolations  now  before  the 
Honae,  as  thej  all  conom-  in  naming  me.  and  in 
charging  me  with  high  criraes  and  misdemean- 
ors, and  in  calling  me  to  the  bar  of  the  Hoose 
to  answer  for  my  crimes,  I  have  thought  it  was 
my  dnty  to  remiun  silent  nntil  it  should  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  act  eith^  on  one  or 
other  of  these  resolutions.  I  soppose  that,  if  I 
shall  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Hoose,  I  shall 
not  be  abiic£  mute  by  the  previous  qoestion, 
before  I  have  an  wpOTtani^  to  say  a  void  or 
two  in  my  own  defence. 

But,  idr,  gentlMnen  are  really  cmunming  the 
t^e  of  the  Honse  In  such  a  manner,  that  Z 
tiiink  the  obligation  rests  upon  me  to  aak  thnn 
to  modify  thdr  resolution.  It  may  be  as  severe 
as  they  propose ;  but  I  ask  tbem  to  change  Uie 
matter  of  fact  a  little,  so  that  when  I  come  to 
the  bar,  I  may  not,  in  one  anf^  wwd,  put  an 
end  to  their  resolntion. 

The  gentlemen,  who  have  such  a  laudable 
zeal  for  the  slaveholding  portion  of  this  con- 
£aderacy,  and  I  do  not  censure  them  for  that 
seal,  chuge  upon  me,  first,  that  I  attempted  to 
premnt  a  petition  from  slaves ;  and,  secondly, 
that  that  petiticm  was  for  their  emancipation 
fiom  slavery.  I  did  not  present  the  petitum, 
and  I  appeal  to  the  Speaker  to  say  that  I  did 
not  I  said  I  had  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  a 
petition  from  slaves ;  I  did  not  say  what  th» 
prayer  <^  the  petition  was ;  I  said  it  was  a  paper 
parp<Hling  to  1»e  a  petition  from  slaves,  signed 
partly  by  crosses  for  rignatures,  and  partly  by 
letters,  scarcely  le^ble,  purporting  to  be  names. 
I  asked  the  Speaker  whether  he  considered  such 
A  paper  as  included  within  the  general  order 
of  the  House,  that  all  petitions,  memorials,  res- 
olutions, and  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or 
to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  sulgect  of 
slavery,  should  be  laid  on  the  table.  I  intended 
to  take  the  decision  of  the  Sp«aker  before  I 
■weat  one  step  towaids  presenting:  offering 
to  present,  that  petition.  I  statea  matinctiy  to 
the  Speaker  that  I  should  not  send  the  pwer 
to  the  table  until  the  question  was  decided, 
whether  a  paper  from  persons  declaring  them- 
selves slaves  was  included  within  the  order  of 
the  House.   This  is  the  fact 

Now,  as  to  the  fact  what  the  petition  was 
for.  I  simply  state  to  the  genueman  from' 
Alabama,  (Mr.  Lswia,)  who  has  sent  to  the 
table  a  resolution  asenming  that  this  petition 
was  for  the  abolition  of  slavery ;  I  state  to 
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resolution ;  for,  if  the  Honse  should  choose  to 
read  the  petition,  J  can  state  to  them  they 
would  find  it  something  very  much  the  reverse 
of  that  which  the  resolution  states  it  to  be ; 
and  if  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  still  shall 
choose  to  brin^  me  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  he 
must  amend  hia  resolution  in  a  very  important 
particular;  for  be  probably  may  have  to  put 
uto  it,  that  my  crime  has  been  for  attempting 
to  introduce  the  petition  of  slaves  that  slavery 
should  not  be  abolished.  This  is  possible,  sir. 
I  say,  then,  the  gentleman  must  amend  his 
resolution ;  and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  he 
and  the  House  will  be  under  the  necessity  of 
seeing  what  that  petition  is,  and  that  they  must 
not  take  it  even  from  my  representation.  This 
representation  I  am  perfectiy  willing  to  make, 
if  the  Hoose  shall  think  fit  that  the  petition 
shonld  be  received  and  considered ;  aud-I  shall 
be  vrilling  to  do  almost  any  thing,  except  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition ;  for  the  gentie- 
man  from  Alabama  may,  perchance,  find  that 
the  object  of  the  petition  is  precisely  that 
which  he  desires  to  acoomplish;  and  that  these 
slaves,  who  have  sent  this  paper  to  me,  are  his 
auxiliaries,  instead  of  being  his  op^nents.  I 
state  tiiese  facts  for  the  conuderation  of  the 
House.  J  shall  not  present  the  petition  nntil 
the  decision  of  the  House  has  been  announced ; 
and  I  am  disposed  to  be  perfectly  submis^ve 
to  that  decision,  whatever  it  may  be. 

!Ur.  Uanx,  of  Kew  York,  said  that  the 
foture  historian,  when  arriving  at  the  trans- 
actions of  the  twenty-fourth  Congress,  would 
find  it  requi^te  to  pause  and  contemplate  the 
spectacle  now  before  us  and  the  American 
people.  He  will  be  at  fault  to  discover  the 
cause  for  the  scenes  now  presented ;  and^  con- 
templating the  nature  of  our  pditiiial  instita- 
tions,  traomg  tiieir  formati<m  and  establishmoit, 
he  will  find  nolhing  which  would  necessarily 
produce  or  Justify  the  course  of  proceedings 
which  haveoccmTed  here  for  the  last  and  pres- 
ent sitting  of  Congress.  Sir,  (said  Hr.  H.,) 
why  is  it,  then,  that  we  are  weekly,  and  almost 
daily,  drawn  into  the  consideration  of  abstract, 
impracticable,  and  (Mr.  H.  said  he  must  be 
permitted  to  say)  improper,  if  not  reprehensible 
subjects,  by  the  course  adopted  by  the  vener- 
able member  from  If  assachusetts  ?  (Mr.  Ad&u s.) 
Is  it  from  any  defect  in  the  forms  or  principles 
of  our  proceedings?  Is  it  inherent  in  the 
compact  upon  whuh  rests  all  that  is  valoaUe 
in  our  institotions?  Is  it  to  be  found  and 
justified  in  the  condition  and  circnmstanoes  of 
oor  country  ?  Can  it  be  traced  to  a  want  of 
patriotic  devotion  in  any  considerable  portion 
of  our  country  to  the  Union!  Would  it  be 
charitable  to  attribute  it  to  mj  disappointment 
of  individual  ambition,  seeking  revenge  for 
such  disappointments  in  attempting  to  rain 
that  which  it  could  not  rule  ? 

On  no  one  of  these  inquiries,  Mr.  Speaker, 
(said  Hr.  K.,)  can  we  find  a  satisfactory  solu- 
.tiOR>of  the  qnestion  why  we  are  now  present- 
ing to  ^e  coxmtry  the  deplorable  qpectade, 
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shown  off  every  petition  day,  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Masaaohaeetts,  in  presenting  the 
abolition  petitions  of  bis  infatuated  friends  and 
constitaents.  The  House  has,  with  s  unanimity 
almost  nnparaUeled,  prescribed  a  nde  for  its 
government  in  respect  to  these  petitions,  with 
wliidi  it  is,  upon  experience,  as  well  (Ur.  ]f. 
ventared  the  opinion)  as  the  considerate  men 
of  1^  parties,  in  erery  portion  of  the  oonfeder- 
aoy,  wdl  satisfied.  Yet  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  made  himself  to  believe  that  it  was  his 
dnty,  agtunst  the  sense  of  the  whole  House, 
(Mr.  M.  believed,  with  but  few  exceijtions,) 
against  the  sense  of  the  whole  country,  indud- 
ing  his  own  political  friends,  (if  any  he  has,)  to 
resist  the  execution  of  that  rule  with  a  degree 
of  violence  parslleled  only  by  revolntionaiy 
madness  of  desperation.  Sir,  (stud  Hr.  M.,)  it 
becomes  me,  the  House,  and  the  country,  to  re- 
member that  the  venerable  gentleman  fh>m 
Msssaohnsetta  has  oeeopied  the  executive  obsir, 
and  administered  the  duties  ^  the  Ugheet 
office  of  the  dvilized  world.  And  It  beoomes 
us,  also,  to  re^ot  his  gray  hdrs,  his  old  age, 
his  long  public  services,  and  to  seek  out  apolo- 
gies and  excuses  in  his  behalf,  if  possible,  for 
the  obstinacy  and  ebullitions  of  temper  which 
on  these  occasions  he  so  often  exhibits,  and 
which  is  so  much  opposed  to  cool  deliberation 
and  the  dignity  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
House.  Thus  shielded  and  protected  by  his 
ago  and  public  character,  it  has  been  matter  of 
surprise  to  those  who  are  not  spectators  of  our 
proceedings,  that  a  member  of  bis  great  leam- 
mg  and  experience  should  so  fiur  fot:^t  hb  dig- 
ni^  as  to  presume  upon  that  age  and  charaoter 
as  a  license  to  him  to  annoy  ana  trifle  with  the 
House  and  its  most  solemn  and  satisfactory 
regolationa. 

Sir,  (said  Mr,  M.,)  while  we  contemplate  the 
character  and  respect  the  age  of  the  honorable 
member,  charity  claims  that  we  should  also 
remember  the  frailty  of  our  nature,  and  that 
man  is  mortal.  It  would  be  unjust  to  believe 
that,  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  manhood,  the 
honorable  member  would  have  adopted  the 
course  of  action  which,  at  this  late  period  of 
his  life,  seems  t«  control  him.  The  high  noon- 
tide of  that  life  has  loDg  ^nce  passed  with  him, 
and  its  wane  is  no  doubt  upon  him,  before  he 
is  titfaer  aware  or  sensible  of  it ;  for  it  cannot 
be  believed  that,  in  tiie  days  of  his  more  acute 
peroeptioiu,  he  ooold  bate  yidded  to  influenoee 
whieh  now  seem  to  have  the  mastery. 

Mr.  K.  had  always  viewed  this  question  of 
abolition  and  its  progress  with  the  de^>est 
sdtdtude,  as  affecting  the  political  integrity  of 
the  confederacy.  In  the  formation  of  this 
UnitHi  it  was,  as  we  well  know,  one  of  the 
greatest  obstacles  to  be  overcome,  and  was  only 
snrmonnted  by  a  spirit  of  concession  and  com- 

iiromise  which  it  is  feared  does  not  exist  now, 
n  that  compromise,  we  of  the  free  States 
agreed  to  the  doctrine  of  non-interference  in 
the  domestic  institations  and  concema  of  the 
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others.  Srane  few  of  onr  people,  howevw, 
pretending  to  a  holy  zeal,  worthy  of  a  better 
and  morelawfid  cause,  influenced  by  what  th^ 
claim  to  be  panunonnt  omslderatuHis  to 
obligations  of  the  ooiutitati(m  and  the  Integrity 
of  the  repnUio,  regardless  cf  consequences,  in- 
ddionsl^  vldate  the  epMt  of  the  compact  by 
interfering  with  the  sutpject  in  this  District 
And  we  are  now  again  called  npon  by  onr 
Sonthem  brethren  to  know  whether  we  will 
live  up  to  the  agreement  we  have  made; 
whether  we  will  keep  the  faith  and  perform 
our  bargain.  This  is  the  true  question  pro- 
pounded to  us  in  all  these  proceeaings.  And, 
Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Ur.  M.,)  as  for  me  and  my 
household,  my  constituents  and  friends,  I  say, 
without  reservation,  we  will.  Is  there  a  patri- 
otic heart  in  this  htdl,  in  this  nation.  Is  there  a 
friend  to  the  weUkre  of  the  repnblio,  who  can 
anawertiiat  he  will  not!  Mr.  U.  did  not  be- 
lieve tliere  waa  one ;  and  he  therefore  asked 
that  b(niorablem«nbera  trmn.  the  South  ihoold 
^ve  themsdivea  no  nneadness  on  aoconnt  (tf 
these  ill-advised  proceedinM.  Hr.  M.  relied 
upon  the  patriotism  and  good  &ith  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  North  to  abide  by  the  compact  tbey 
have  made.  He  knew  that  this  reliance  would 
not  faU. 

Mr.  W.  Thomfsom  was  sorry  to  see  the  air  of 
levity  which  it  is  attempted  to  throw  over  this 
matter.  He  felt  very  differentlj;.  What,  sir,  is 
it  a  mere  trifle  to  hoax,  to  trifle 'with  the  mem- 
bers from  the  South  in  this  w^  and  on  this 
ButtJectt  Is  it  a  li^t  thing,  for  the  amusement 
of  otbws,  to  irritate,  almost  to  madness,  the 
whde  delegation  flrom  the  slave  States!  Sir, 
it  is  an  aggravation.  It  is  intdmated  that  the 
petition  does  not  pray  for  the  abolition  of  slav- 
ery, but  a  very  different  object.  It  makes  not 
the  sli^test  difference ;  it  is  the  attempt  to  in- 
troduoe  a  petition  from  slaves  fbr  any  object ; 
as  insolent  if  it  be  for  one  purpose  as  for  an- 
other. It  is  the  naked  fkct  of4be  presentation 
of  a  petition  from  slaves.  But,  rir,  there  is 
another  view  of  this  matter,  which,  in  my  jadg- 
ment,  makes  the  thing  worse.  The  gentieman 
from  Masaachnsetts  hod  been  presenting  aboli- 
tion petitions  all  the  morning ;  it  is  his  diuly 
labor  of  love  ;  and  I  appeal  to  every  member 
on  the  floor,  if  the  conanct  of  the  member  was 
not  such  as  to  indnoe  every  one  to  believe  tbtX 
it  was  an  aboUtlm  petition.  He  allowed  reso- 
IntioiiB  to  be  presented  on  that  supposition,  and 
speeches  to  be  made,  witiurat  undeceiving  the 
House.  This  trifling  was  an  additional  con- 
tempt of  the  House ;  how  much  ]>efltting  the 
age  and  standing  of  the  gentleman  it  is  not  for 
me  to  say. 

Mr,  T.  then  fbrther  modifled  his  resolntioa 
by  substitnting  the  three  foUowing  resolutions: 

1.  Seaolved,  That  the  honorable  Jom  Q.  ADAID^ 
an  eSbrt  to  present  a  petition  from  davea^  has 

committed  a  gro«  contempt  of  this  House, 

i.  Jiemilvea,  That  the  member  from  HassachnsettB 

above  named,  by  creating  tiie  impreealoa  and  leav- 


Abatitioa  qf  Slavaj. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


272 


ABBIDOMENT  09  THB 


H.  or  E.] 

hig  the  House  onder  socfa  tmpreasBon,  Unt  the  said 
pedtknt  wBfl  fo>  the  ab4^on  of  davery,  when  he 
new  that  it  was  oot,  has  trifled  with  the  Hoose. 

8.  Seaolvod,  That  the  honorable  John  Q.  Aduu 
Teceire  the  censore  of  the  Houstf  for  faia  oooduot 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  resolutions. 

ilr.  PiOKXNS  observed  that  it  had  not  been 
his  intention  to  address  the  Hoase  npon  this 
snbject ;  he  had  not  intended  to  ntter  one  word, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  remarks  that  fell  from 
his  fHend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wmk,)  and  that 
he  wonld  now  endeaTor  to  preserve  all  the 
calmness  he  conld,  considering  the  momentons 
topics  whi<^  had  been  drawn  into  this  discn»- 
^<m.  Ur.  P.  perfectlr  agreed  with  the  gmtle- 
man  from  Vii^nia  (Mr.  Wise)  tn  reference  to 
the  rewdntiona  which  the  member  from  Gharlea- 
ton  (Mr.  FiMOKMTf)  introdnoed  last  aeseionj  and 
which  had  been  snbstantiallT'  adopted  again  at 
this  sesnon,  b^  which  all  this  class  of  petitions 
Lad  been  received  into  this  Honse.  They  were 
miserable  and  pitiful  resolntions;  pitifol,  be- 
caose  thej  had  trifled  with  the  rights  of  the 
Bonth,  and  trifled  with  the  rights  of  this  House. 
He  conld  thank  God  that  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  their  passage,  and  tiie  deep  responsibility 
they  had  hronght  down  npon  their  authors. 
He  wonld  say,  in  reply  to  tne  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Tork,  (Mr.  Qbanokb,)  in 
oensnre  of  the  gentlemen  mm  the  South  who 
anpported  tiiose  reeolationa,  "Thou  canst  not 
My  I  did  it"  *When  those  resolntiODa  passed, 
he  (Mr.  P.)  predicted  whet  bad  now  eome  to 
pass :  the  scenes  which  ve  now  see  passing 
■round  us — the  introdnoUon  d  all  kinds  of  vile 
petitions  from  free  negroes  and  slares^  which, 
under  the  resolutions,  are  treated  with  the  re- 
spect, in  advance,  of  having  them  received  tmd 
laid  npon  the  table.  But  (sud  Mr,  P.)  although 
these  were  his  opinions,  yet,  as  long  as  we  were 
members  of  this  body,  we  were  hound  to  main- 
tain its  dignity,  and  do  what  we  conld  to  pre- 
vent scenes  calculated  to  harass  and  insult  the 
fbelings  of  a  large  portion  of  the  members  of 
this  House,  by  railing  down  onr  censnre  npon 
the  gentleman  from  Masaaohnsetts  (Mr.  Asams) 
for  his  wanton  atteorot  to  introduce  the  rights 
vi  aUves  npon  this  floor,  and  by  avowins  he 
hdd  a  paper  in  his  po<^et  mnporting  to  be  a 
petition  from  slaves,  signed  by  twenty-two. 
Mr.  P.  said  this  admitted  that  he  had  commu- 
nication with  slaves,  and  was  evidence^  in  law, 
of  ooUnsion.  It  broke  down  the  principle  that 
the  slave  could  only  be  known  through  his 
master.  For  this  he  was  indictable,  under 
statute,  for  aiding  and  abetting  insnrrection ; 
and  for  such  condnct  is  he  not  amenable  to  the 
cebsnre  of  this  House?  The  privilege  of  speech 
protected  a  member  from  being  questioned  be- 
fore any  other  tribunal,  but  does  not  exempt 
him  from  being  questioned  before  this  Honse. 

Kr.  Oaubbkleno  observed  that  be  was  not 
among  the  number  of  those  who  deqpured  of 
the  safe^  €i  the  Union,  let  ttie  hurricane  eome 
from  what  quarter  it  would — from  the  North 
or  from  tiie  South.  There  was  sufficient  virtue 
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and  power  among  a  large  population,  in  every 
quarter  <^  the  Union,  to  keep  the  two  extremes 
from  breaking  down  thepiUarsof  the  oonftder- 

acy,  whether  threatened  with  fanaticism  on  the 
one  hand,  or  instureotion  on  the  other.  This 
was  the  first  time  he  (Mr.  0.)  had  ever  risen  to 
speak  npon  this  subject ;  he  had  felt  as  gentle- 
men from  the  South,'  when  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Alabama  (Mr.  Lewis)  presented  his 
resolntion;  he  felt,  that  great  as  the  sacrifice 
was  to  bring  to  the  bar  of  this  Honse  one  who 
,had  occupied  the  highest  station  on  earth,  as 
'president  of  the  United  States,  yet  thought 
that  it  ongbt  to  he  made.  But  now,  after  hav- 
ing heard  the  explanation  of  tiie  honorable 
gentieman,  (Mr.  Adahb,)  he  Tiewed  the  saWect 
alt<^;ether  in  a  different  light  It  appeared  to 
him  that  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Adams)  had  been 
hoaxed  by  some  young  men  in  Fredericksbura. 
The  two  gentiemen  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
PicKSKs  and  Mr.  Thomfsoit)  must  pardon  him  for 
attaching  less  importance  to  this  whole  a^ir  aa 
it  now  i^ood,  and  if  he  could  not  treat  it  with 
the  same  solemnity.  The  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  evidently  been  not  only 
hoaxed  in  rerad  to  the  Frederioksburg  petition, 
but  insulted  In  the  very  petition  for  making  the 
inquiry  about  which  he  was  now  arraigned  be- 
fore the  Honse.  The  contents  of  the  petition 
were  known  in  this  Honse  befi>re  the  gentiemaa 
from  HaesachuBetts  announced  them.  It  was 
manifestly  designed  to  make  him  ap^ar  ridion- 
lons,  by  presenting  a  petition  praying  for  bis 
own  pulsion.  It  came  from  a  slaveholding 
quarter,  and  was  no  doubt  dengned  to  insult 
him  for  presenting  so  fi>equentiy  abolition  peti- 
tions. 

Mr.  PmoxsBT  said  that,  from  the  peculiar 
position  in  which  he  stood  in  relation  to  this 
question,  he  was  constrained  to  throw  himself 
upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House.  He  concur^ 
red  entirely  with  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
(Mr.  Lewis.)  that  this  snbject  ought  not  to  be 
discussed  hy  Southern  members.  Opposed,  as 
he  always  was,  to  the  agitation  of  the  subject 
of  slavery  on  that  floor,  he  was  decidedly  ttf 
opinion  that  now,  more  than  ever,  under  the 
extraor^nary  clrcomstsnoes  of  the  present  case, 
no  Sonthern  d^wate  should  have  s^d  a  word. 
The  dedrim  of  ue  question  should  have  been 
left  entirely  to  the  members  from  the  non-slave- 
holding  portions  of  the  Union.  He  was  sure 
that,  if  the  decision  was  left  to  them,  without 
any  of  that  excited  debate  which  always  in- 
jures a  cause,  however  intrin«cally  good,  the 
enlightened  patric^sm  and  liberal  fueling  of  the 
members  from  the  non-slaveholding  Statae 
would  have  done  all  that  was  necessary  either 
to  satisfy  the  injured  feelings  of  the  South,  or 
to  miuntain  the  order  and  dignity  of  that  hon- 
orable House,  both  of  which  had  been  outraged 
by  the  extraor^nary  ctxidnct  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachnsetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  agtSmt  whom 
reaolntiona  ot  eaunre  had  been  moved.  Bnt, 
iBSleaA  of  rimply  demanding  the  action  of  the 
Honse  npon  this  matter,  and  having  the  seal  ct 
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iti  reprobation  plaoed  inrtantlj  and  prompthr 
upon  the  indigni^  that  Lad  been  offered  bout 
to  the  South  and  to  the  House,  member  after 
member  Lad  risen,  speech  after  roeech  had  been 
made,  resolatioa  iqwn  resolution  nad  been  offer- 
ed, by  Southern  members,  until  excitement  had 
risen  to  the  very  highest  pitch ;  and,  now, 
what  was  the  consequence  I  Why,  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  tells  us  that,  if  the 
gentlemen  who  have  moved  these  resolutions 
wish  to  have  him  censured  by  the  Hofte,  they 
must  modify  their  resolotioos,  by  striking  out 
all  that  relates  to  the  abolition  of  slavery ;  for 
the  petition  which  had  caused  all  this  excite- 
ment not  only  does  not  |»ay  for  the  abolition 
oi  slavery  in  tua  Distriot  of  Odnmbiai  but  {vays 
fbr  directly  the  reverse,  and  even  denounces 
him  (Mr.  Adam)  for  intermeddling  with 
the  sntjeot  It  seems,  then,  «ud  ICr.  P.,  that 
the  petition  which  the  gentleman  offered  to 

J>re8ent  is  not  a  petition  in  point  of  fact ;  that 
t  is  nothing  more  than  a  qaiz,  or  hoax,  which 
has  been  played  off  upon  the  gentleman  him- 
self; and  that,  probably,  in  retaliation  for  the 
joke  practised  on  himself,  he  determined  to 
carry  it  still  further,  by  pli^ing  it  off  upon  the 
House.  But  whether  the  petition  was  genuine 
or  not ;  whether  it  prayed  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  or  the  expnlsicHi  of  the  gentleman  him- 
self; and  whether  gentleman  was  in  Jest  or 
earnest,  his  cmdnot  was  unqnestlonably  repre- 
hensible, and  such  as  oo^t  to  be  visited  with 
the  severest  censure  of  t^e  House.  If  the  pe- 
tition was  genuine,  it  was  an  indignity  to  the 
House  to  have  offered  to  present  it,  purporting, 
as  it  did,  to  come  from  slaves.  t)oe3  not  the 
gentieman  know  that  the  right  of  petition  only 
attaches  to  the  free  white  people  of  the  Union, 
and  that  slaves  can  only  be  heard  in  a  lefpsla- 
tive  body  through  the  agencj  of  their  owners! 
But  if  the  petition  was  a  hoax,  then  the  con- 
duct of  the  gentleman  was  still  more  nnjnstifl- 
able.  It  was  adding  insult  to  iqjary  :  first,  by 
creating  the  impresdon  that  it  was  a  genuine 
petition,  and  pn>dn<»ng  a  scene  of  unparalleled 
ttxcdtement  in  the  House ;  and  then,  as  if  he 
revelled  in  tiie  tempest  he  had  rused,  taming 
it  all  Into  ridicale,  by  telling  ns  now,  after  a 
protracted  debate  of  severd  hours,  that  the 
petition  is  in  &vor  of  davery^  not  a^nst  it, 
and  that  it  was  more  against  himself  than  any 
thing  else.  The  gentleman,  if  such  is  his  dis- 
pooitimi,  may  eqjoy  this  joke,  and  enjoy  this 
scene ;  but  mrces  of  this  kind  neitiier  suit  the 
humor  of  the  ^veAioIdin^  States,  nor  com|>ort 
with  the  character  and  dignity  of  the  Legisla- 
tore  of  the  nation.  Bnt  the  gentleman  says  he 
did  not  present  this  petition,  nor  offer  to  pre- 
sent it ;  he  onlf  stated  that  he  had  such  a  peti- 
tion, and  inqnired  of  the  Chair  whethw  it 
Towd  come  under  the  wdw  of  the  House,  by 
vhkh  all  papers  relating  to  slavoy  are  directed 
to  be  lud  upon  tiw  tau«^  without  printing  or 
omnmitment,  or  any  action  whatsoever. 

It  would  seem,  tiien,  (s^  Ur.  P.,)  that  this 
notable  hoax  of  a  slave  memt^sl  was  an  in- 
VobinL— 18 


geuions  devioe,  by  which  the  gmtlemaa  had 

attempted  to  mamfest  his  contempt  for  an  order 
soleomly  adopted  by  this  Houite,  mider  tiie  piti- 
ful pretext  that  because  the  sud  hoax  had  ref!v- 
enoe  to  slavery,  it  must,  therefore,  be  reodved 
and  laid  upon  the  table,  as  indnded  in  the  gen- 
eral and  comprehensive  scope  of  the  aforesaid 
order.  If  this  was  the  object  of  the  ^nUe- 
man,  so  far  from  mending  the  matter,  it  only 
made  it  worse ;  for,  according  to  his  own  show- 
ing, he  had  not  only  offended  the  Honse,  in 
earnest,  or  trifled  with  it,  if  in  jest,  but,  in 
either  case,  had  determined,  if  posnble,  to 
thro^  ridicale  upon  a  resolution  which  the 
House  had  thon^t  ytapv  to  adopt  for  its  ova 
govemsace,  in  relatun  Hb  all  papen  oomieoted 
with  tiie  snlject  th«  abcmti<m  of  slavery. 
Mr.  P.  had  no  doubt  that  this  laudable  motive 
was  duly  appreciated  by  the  House,  and  that 
they  would  manifest  their  high  sense  of  the  in- 
genuity of  tite  gmtieman  in  the  manner  tiiat 
became  tiiem. 

After  a  few  incidental  observations  by 
Messrs.  Cahbkeleno.  Lawlxb,  Wiss,  and  Jkh- 
axBf  the  Honse  a^joomed,  without  coming  to 
any  deddtm. 


Ttmn>JkT,  February?. 
Cimturs  ^  Mr.  Adamt. 

As  soon  as  tiw  reading  of  the  journal  vat 

oondoded, 

Mr.  Abavs  rose  and  sdd  the  minntes  on  the 

journal  of  the  proceedings  of  jtebexiaj  wera 
not,  in  one  partionlar,  safficientiy  expUdb  The 
jommal  stated  that  Ur.  Thompbob^  of  South 
Carolina,  moved  a  modification  of  his  own  ree- 
olation  "at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lawia,  of 
Ala1}ania ; "  whereas,  Mr.  A.  contended  that 
the  Journal  should  set  forth  that  Mr.  Lawis  bad 
moved,  or  offered  to  move,  that  reaolnticoi  as 
fin  amendment  and  that  then  Mr.  Thohfsok, 
of  South,  Oarolina,  accepted  it 

After  'scone  ocmversation  betweoi  Messrs. 
AnAMS,  THOMFscnT  ot  Sonth  Osndins,  Lawun, 
£txbstt,  WnxuKs  of  Kentoc^i  Auqbs,  El- 
HOBB,  and  MaitoKB,  the  jonnial  was  amended 
oocordintf  to  the  engge^n  of  Mr.  Adaiis. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  oonsideraticai 
of  the  unfinished  buEiness  of  yesterday,  being 
the  "  privileged  question  "  of  censore  embraoea 
in  the  foUowing  resolntion,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Thoutson,  of  South  Carolina : 

"  1.  JUtolved,  TlMt  the  Hon.  Jomi  Qunror  Adaiib, 

sn  efKHt  to  present  a  petition  from  daTOs,  has 
c(HiinUtted  a  groat  oontempt  of  this  Hooae. 

"  2.  SMolvtd,  That  the  meoober  from  UueaOsai- 
setts,  above  named,  by  erea^  the  htqmashHi,  and 
leaving  the  House  onder  such  impresricm,  that  said 
petiUon  WIS  for  the  abolittoD  of  elavery,  iriwn  he 
knew  it  vas  not,  lus  trifled  with  the  House. 

"  8.  Setolved,  That  the  Hon.  Jomr  Qonrcr  Anus 
receive  the  censure  of  the  House  An-  his  eondoct  re- 
ferred to  In  the  preceding  reaolutions." 

The  question  pending  was  the  foUoving,  sab^ 
mitted  as  a  subntitute  by  Mr.  Ha-ms : 


CItMm  «fUr,  A4aam. 
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**  Seaohed,  That  Jobh  QoncT  Adams,  a  Bepie- 
■entatiTe  from  the  State  of  MasHacfauaettx,  fau  ren- 
dered bimself  jtutly  liable  to  the  ieverest  cenmre  of 
ttus  House,  and  fa  caisiired  aoocwdinglj,  for  liaTfng 
attempted  to  preBsntto  tUs  HtHin  wpethUaiof 

Mr,  Jbkirb,  -who  was  eDtitled  to  the  floor, 
b^Sged  leave  to  propound  an  inquiry  to  the 
Teaerable  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adajcb.)  He  read  the  following  proceedings 
from  the  Globe  of  this  morning,  and  he  woald 
respectfhlly  ask  that  gentleman  if  that  report 
iras  correct: 

* 

"  Mr.  Adams  theo  proceeded,  and  further  {weaented 
abolition  petitions  from  New  Hampshire,  New  Yi^ 
Michigan, 'Vir^ma,  (nine  ladies  in  Ftedricksbntg,") 

**Mr.  Adams  next  stated  he  had  in  his  poaseadoQ 
A  paper,  upon  vhich  be  vished  to  tutve  a  ded^CHi 
of  the  Speaker.  The  pi^r,  he  said,  came  from 
•  twenty  persons  declaring  themselves  to  be  slaTes. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  Speaker  would 
consider  thia  p^ier  as  condng  under  the  nile  of  the 

Ifr.  Adam  s^d  it  mnst  be  perfeotly  vhliin 
Ha  recollection  of  the  Speaker,  that  what  was 
thore  stated  in  the  Globe  was  correct.  He  did 
not  present  the  petition,  but  kept  it  ia  hb  pos- 
session. He  had  stated  to  the  Speaker  that  he 
bad  in  his  possession  a  paper  purporting  to  be 
from  twenty-two  slaves,  and  he  had  asked  the 
Speaker  whether  a  petition  of  this  klod  would 
come  uuder  the  role  of  the  18th  of  Januaiy 
last ;  and  the  Speaker  sud,  as  it  waa  a  novel 
question,  he  would  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
npon  it.  He  bad  also  stated,  before  be  com- 
menced presenting  his  petitions,  that  he  had 
some  in  bis  possession  wbioh  it  bad  occurred  to 
him  were  impositions ;  as,  by  the  order  of  the 
18th  of  January,  members  who  had  an  attach- 
ment  to  the  right  of  petition  were  liable  to  im^ 
position.  He  had  stated  that,  among  the  peti- 
tioDB  which  were  in  his  possesnon,  he  had  the 
•Oi^icion  that  some  of  them  were  not  genuine ; 
and  he  would  appeal  to  members  to  say  whether 
he  had  not  given  this  statement  when  he  pre- 
sented several  of  his  petitions.  He  bad  given 
;thiB  statement  when  he  stated  he  had  in  his 
possession  the  petition  purporting  to  be  from 
slaves ;  but  he  did  not  say,  and  no  member  of 
Ibe  House  had  the  right  to  infer,  that  this  pi^r 
was  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  It  was  mi- 
posstble  for  him  to  have  said  any  such  thing ; 
jor  if  the  House  had  received  the  petition,  and 
it  liad  been  read,  they  would  instantiy  have 
■eeenthttt  be  made  a  &lae  statement.  Hewould, 
itartfawniore,  «7  tiiat  if  it  had  been  a  petition 
•of  slaves  for  the  abolition  of  sUvery,  he  abonld 
«t  least  have  paused  before  he  brought  the  sub- 
ject .before  the  House  in  any  form.  However 
sacred  he  might  bold  the  right  of  petition,  he 
wonlfl  still  exercise  a  discretionary  power  in 
brinsiog  before  the  House  petitions  which  it 
^as  bis  opinion  ought  not  to  be  presented ;  that 
■discretions  f«nr«i^  however,  he  would  use 
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with  inndence,  and  he  would  say  that  the  mere 
circumstance  m  a  petition  being  from  slaves 
would  not  prevent  him  from  presenting  it;  and 
if  he  should  have  incurred  the  censure  of  the 
House  for  so  doing,  he  was  ready  to  receive  it 

As  be  Iiad  before  said,  however,  he  bad  not 
presented  this  petition  to  the  House,  and  he  was 
yet  w^ting  the  Speaker's  decision  before  bo 
could  deteTTuine  whether  be  would  present  it 
If  the  House  should  dedde  that  it  was  not  a 
paper  ^fhich  came  under  the  order  d  the  18th 
of  January,  and  was  not  admissiblck  he  should 
not  present  it  at  aU.  He  would  take  this  op- 
portunity of  saying  to  the  Hoose^  tiiat  however 
much  he  might  btve  been  misunderstood  by 
gentlem^  tiiere  was  nothing  further  from  hia 
mtention  than  to  trifle  with  the  House  on  this 
occasion ;  and  never  in  the  course  of  bis  liib 
had  he  intended  to  pay  a  greater  respect  to  the 
rules  of  the  House  and  the  rights  and  privil^es 
of  members.  Had  he  consulted  his  own  feel- 
ings, he  would  have  presented  the  paper  to  the 
House;  but,  from  the  respect  be  pud  to  the 
rules  of  the  House,  he  had  asked  the  decisioi 
of  the  Gh^  before  he  presented  the  p^>er. 

tie.  Dbohooolk  sud  lie  preferred  aotiim  on  a 
question  of  this  character  rather  than  debate, 
and  he  had  risen  only  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
questing the  gentieman  from  Soutn  Carolina 
(Mr.  I^mfson)  to  accept  a  modification  he 
would  send  to  uie  ClerVs  table : 

The  modification  was  read,  as  follows : 

1.  Sttolvtd,  That  ttie  houwable  Jomr  Qumcr 
Adams,  a  member  of  this  House,  by  stating  in  bis 
place  that  he  had  in  his  possesaon  a  piper  pmport- 
iug  to  be  a  petition  from  slaves,  and  inqubing  if  it 
came  within  the  meaning  of  a  resolution  heretofore 
adopted,  (as  preliminary  to  its  presentation,)  baa 
{pven  color  to  the  idea  that  ^ves  nave  the  right  of 
petition,  and  of  his  readiness  to  be  their  organ ;  and 
that  for  the  same  he  deserves  the  censure  of  this 
House, 

2.  Jietclixd^  That  the  aforesdd  Jomt  Q.  Adams 
receive  a  censure  from  the  ^eaker,  in  the  [Hvsence 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Thoicfsox  accepted  the  above  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  his  own  resolutions. 

Mr.  EucoBE  trusted  there  was  no  intention 
of  arguing  this  subject,  but  that  the  South 
would  present  miited  action,  and  an  undivided 
frvnt,  and  sufier  all  minor  differences  of  opinion 
to  subside. 

Mr.  Lawlke  then  took  f^e  floor,  and  insisted, 
at  some  length,  that  the  explanation  of  the 
member  from  Massaohnsetts  was  any  thing  but 
satisfaotoiy,  and  he  made  an  earnest  ^ipw  to 
him  to  retract  what  he  had  done. 

Mr.  BoBXBTBov  said:  I  have  taken  no  part^ 
Mr.  Spet^er,  in  the  stoimr  debate  which  the 
extraordinary  conduct  of  the  gcntiemAn  from 
Massachusetts  has  didted.  I  was,  sir,  I  con- 
fess, unwilling  to  trust  to  the  emotions  which 
that  conduct  ooold  not  fUil  to  exdte  in  the 
bosom  of  every  Southern  man.  There  was 
danger  the  first  impulse  might  hurry  us  too 
far ;  for  it  is  ever  in  momenta  of  hi^  exoite- 
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m«nt,  of  ezaspoTBtion,  sach  as  we  have  Jut  wit- 
nessed, that  toe  most  fatal  precedents  are  estab- 
lished, and  that,  too,  often  under  the  inflaenoe 
of  high  and  honorable  motives.  It  is  due, 
therefore,  to  onrselvea,  to  tiie  member  impli- 
cated, and  to  the  conntrT',  now  that  some  de- 
gree ofaoalmness  is  restor^  to  weigh  well  the 
conse^aences  of  the  measure  jiroposed  onder 
snch  circumstances  for  our 'adoption.  To  dra^  a 
member  to  the  bar  of  this  House,  uid  cause  bim 
to  be  publicly  censured  by  the  Speaker,  most  be 
regarded  by  him  and  by  all  as  a  heavy  punish- 
ment, and  we  ought  to  be  able  to  c^n  sc^b&o- 
tory  reasons  for  Inflieting  it.  Let  us  look  to 
^  the  resolution  which  professes  to  assign  them. 
It  dedoros  that  the  member  in  question,  by 
stating  that  he  had  a  petition  purporting  to  be 
from  slaves,  and  inquiring  whether  it  oame 
within  the  meaning  of  a  certain  resolution,  as 
preliminary  to  its  presentation,  has  given  color 
to  the  idea  that  slaves  have  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, and  of  his  readiness  to  be  tneir  organ. 
Yes,  sir ;  we  charge  that  by  staUug  a  fact,  and 
making  an  inquiry,  he  has  riven  color  to  an 
offensive  idea;  audit  is  Tor  ue  crime  of  inti- 
mating that  idea  we  demand  his  pnuishmeot 
I  cannot  go  this  length.  So  long  as  I  have  the 
honor  of  a  seat  here  I  will  never  consent,  be 
tbe  consequences  to  myself  personally  what 
^ey  may,  to  censure  or  expel  any  member  for 
fhe  utmost  latitude  of  inquiry  or  rwnark  in 
which  he  vaay  indulge,  whilst  acting  in  what 
he  may  regard,  however  erroneoudy,  as  the  dis- 
charge of  his  doty,  and  keeping  within  the  lim- 
its of  parliameutfuy  order.  Let  me  not  be  un- 
derstood as  am>roving  the  conduct  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts.  Far  trom  it;  no 
one  more  strongly  condemns  it.  I  concur  with 
those  who  think  that  he  has  trified  wi^  the 
patience  of  the  House,  to  the  great  delay  of  its 
business,  and  wantoaly  tortnred  the  feelinga  of 
&  large  portion  of  its  members,  by  the  minute- 
ness witii  which  he  has  dwelt  npon  the  contents 
of  ofifensive  petitions,  and  the  namee  and  char- 
acters of  those  who  ngned  them.  I  eannot 
hold  him  ^llUess  In  nnneoeasarily  introdnolng 
and  enlargmg  upon  th^  irritating  topic  of  abo- 
lition ;  especftdly  he  seems  to  me  mnch  to  blame 
for  leaving  the  House  so  loa^  under  an  evident 
and  painful  mistake  in  relation  to  the  petition 
in  his  possession,  by  suppressing  information  of 
its  contents.  Nor  do  I  believe  that  he  has  suc- 
ceeded, by  the  explanation  he  has  offered,  in 
convincing  one  human  being,  except  himself, 
of  the  propriety  of  his  course.  Indeed,  in  one 
respect  that  explanation  must  rather  be  r^arded 
in  the  light  of  au  aggravation,  reiterating,  as  it 
did,  the  offennve  dmtrioe  that  slaves  bAve  a 
right  (o  send  their  petitions  into  this  hall. 
That  genlleman  Is  too  intelligent  to  assert,  in 
bifl  calmer  moments,  the  preposterdos  pontion, 
that  those  who  under  the  constitution  are  re- 
cognized as  pro^rty,  who  oonstitnte  no  part 
of  the  body  politio,  can  erordse  political  ri^ts. 
He  ouffht  to  have  fereseen  the  consequeuoes 
which,  luve  ensoed  ttaut  suggesting  t  donbt  up- 


on that  subject.  But  whatever  m&j  be  my  * 
opinioo,  or  tjfiat  of  the  Hou6&  of  the  absurdity 
or  Impn^riety  of  rusiug  such  a  question  here, 
it  by  no  means  follows  that  we  can  moke  it  t^e 
ground  of  a  penal  proceeding. 
Hr.  Alfobd  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 
Kr.  Speaker,  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
would  screen  himself  from  the  censure  of  this 
House,  because  he  has  not  sent  his  petition 
from  slaves  to  your  table.  Sir,  he  has  sent  the 
petition  from  the  free  negroes  of  Fredericks- 
bunt,  and  that  is  as  wrong  and  insulting  to  us 
as  if  it  were  from  slaves.  The  OonatitttUon  (flT 
these  United  States  no  more  allows  the  one 
than  the  othw^  and  both  are  eqaally  insulting. 
Moreover,  tbe  member  has  said  he  woold  not ' 
refuse  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  if  the 
House  did  not  object  The  member  from  Maa- 
sachnsetts  says  he  would  not  offer  an  indigni^ 
to  this  House ;  the  fact  speaks  for  itself,  and  is 
more  conclusive  to  my  mind  than  all  his  pro- 
fessions. 

Sir,  there  seems  to  be  some  difference  of 
opinion  amongst  our  friends  here,  as  to  what 
course  we  ought  to  pursue  ia  this  awful  crisis 
of  our  beloved  country.  Some  of  our  friends, 
as  patriotic  as  any,  have  urged,  in  this  debate^ 
that  we  on^t  not  to  sit  here  and  snhmit  to  this 
outrageous  course  ot  things;  that  if  it  does  not 
cease,  we  should  go  home.  No,  sir;  no,  At; 
this  must  not  be ;  we  will  n^iier  submit  nor 
retire.  If  they  prosecute  this  measure  in  tlds 
House,  by  attempts  at  legislating  us  out  of  our 
rights,  we  will  resist  it  here  by  legislative  acts 
as  long  as  we  can ;  and  if  at  last  they  prove  too 
strong  for  us,  and  succeed  in  passing  unoonsti- 
tutiotuU  laws,  to  rob  us  of  our  property,  to 
murder  our  wives  and  children,  still  we  will 
not  submit ;  they  must  change  the  constitution 
before  they  can  hind  us  by  any  laws  of  aboli- 
tion ;  this  they  never  can  do.  if  the  South  is 
,true  to  its^.  And  tme  we  shall  be,  I  hope  in 
God,  to  our  ocnudtntion,  our  wives,  oar  chil- 
dren, and  onr  oountrT.  If  still  th^  pnrsne  us 
to  the  Ust,  and  attempt  to  do  by  force  what 
they  never  can  do  by  law,  we  will  not  he  found 
wanting ;  we  will  not  desert  this  Oapit(d  nor 
this  country.  This  is  the  Old  Domimon ;  this 
land  is  ours  as  well  as  theirs ;  it  was  ceded  by 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  where  slavery  is  toler- 
ated by  law.  Shall  we  leave  it,  then,  to  the 
dominion  of  force,  and  that,  too,  inflicted  by 
the  unhallowed  arm  of  the  wild  and  worse 
than  savage  &natio !   No,  never  I 

I  apprenend,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  South 
is  not  well  understood  upon  this  subject  Party 
purposes  and  party  policy  may  have  prevented 
a  fair  and  full  expression  of  the  feelings  and 
opinions  of  peo^e  of  all  parties  at  the  South 
uptn  this  floor.  Hie  smrit  of  the  South  has 
not  been  ftit  here  as  it  uionld  have  been.  Let 
me  tell  gentlemen,  it  is  a  firm  and  nnoonquer- 
able  resolution  never  to  surrender  one  Jot  or 
tittle  of  our  oootftitutiooal  rights  upon  this  sub- 
ject We  have  a  commoai  interest  in  this  Qov- 
enmien^  a  oominoa  title  In  this  w^ital;  it 
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tiesn  name  of  the  imnwrtal  Waalui^toB, 
nd  be  was  a  Soitt2imi  nuiL  SbtU  we,  uien, 
ever  soireader  the  one  or  desert  the  other? 
No,  nererl  Nerer,  until  this  fidr  csty  is  a  field 
of  W^^oo^  and  this  beantifdl  FMomac  a  river 
of  blood. 

Mr.  CcBmsa  said  that  fhe  Honse,  during  the 
Tho]e  of  yesterdaj  and  to-daj,  had  been  the 
scene  of  a  most  ezrited  and  very  discorsire  de- 
branching  ont  into  a  great  variety  of  in- 
cidental topics,  many  of  which  were  bat  re- 
motely connected  wiUi  the  main  question. 
Hun  was,  in  tratb,  only  one  thing  for  Uie 
Hoose  to  determine.  Did  the  TeneraU*  mem- 
bm*  from  Maaaachnsettg,  hj  the  inquiry  he 
proponnded  to  the  Chair,  Tidate  any  lav  of 
the  land,  or  any  known  parliamentary  role,  so 
as  to  render  him  liable  to  the  indignant  censure 
of  the  Hoose !  This  was  the  real  point  in  issne, 
on  the  precise  merits  of  the  resolntion  moved 
or  adopted  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Thompson.) 

I  have  not  risen  (said  Kr.  C.)  to  analyze^  or 
ffiscnss  that  resolution.  There  is  no  need  it 
Uy  honorable  colleague  near  me  (Mr.  Linools) 
hM  ably  discharged  this  dnty.  He  has  dexnon- 
Btzated,  temperatdy  bat  manfblly,  the  ontena- 
bleneas  of  all  the  groimds  on  which  the  resi^ 
tion  had  been  made  to  rest  The  sentimeDts 
ezweeaed  by  hfan  do  honor  aUk«  to  his  head 
andhiaheart  IdedaremjoordialotmcoiTaiee 
in  eveiy  word  he  has  uttered  on  this  occadon. 

And,  after  fliis  declaration,  it  is  bat  a  neces- 
sary owseqnence  to  wtij  that  to  no  resolntion 
of  oensnre,  rased  on  the  matters  now  bef(»«  na^ 
to  no  rebue,  expressed  or  implied,  to  no  action 
of  the  Honse  that  shall  toncn  that  individoal 
(Ur.  Adams)  with  so  mnch  as  the  nttennost 
edge  of  the  shadow  of  indignify,  will  I  give  my  • 
assent.  If^  in  the  present  contingency,  .any 
thing  bad  transpired  of  itself  tending  to  jnstify 
the  reetdntion  of  censure,  I  could  not  fail  to. 
remember  tiiat  he,  who  is  the  ol^eet  of  it,  has 
mended  over  the  destinies  of  my  oonntty ;  that 
iw  Is  at  this  moment  a  representative,  in  com- 
mon with  my  sdf,  the  State  of  Massachusetts ; 
that,  eminent  as  he  is  by  reason  of  his  Icmg 
public  services,  and  the  exalted  stations  he  has 
held,  he  ia  yet  more  eminent  for  his  intellectual 
mpetiontji  that  his  character  no  Icmger  be- 
longs to  his  State  or  bU  country,  but  to  the 
history  of  dvilization  and  of  liberty;  and  I 
woQld  have  members  ponder  well  the  case,  be- 
fore they  proceed,  whether  to  gratiiy  friends  or 
appease  foes,  to  record  their  votes  In  censore 
of  such  a  man. 

This  House  is  called  upon  to  punish  my  col- 
league, for  the  ^eged  offence  of  speaking  words 
in  his  place,  and  in  the  ezecaUon  of  his  duty, 
which  give  color  to  the  idea  that  daves  possess 
the  right  of  petition.  Vas  it  an  offence?  And 
if  ao,  ut  what  text  is  the  ofl&mee  dttSned  and  the 
paniahment  prescribed?  There  is  no  sndi  text. 
The  prt^MMdtion  is,  to  censure  my  colleague  at 
the  mere  wlU  of  the  House,  its  arbitrary  will, 
form  art  wUcih  i^feoda  •  portton  of  Ita  mem- 1 
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ben,  by  nirang  tiie  implication  of  an  errooeoos 

idea.  Whitho*  is  tills  precedent  to  lead?  Is  it 
not  utteriy  subvernre  of  the  freedom  of  debate  ? 
A  member  is  not  to  otter  an  opinion,  or  by 
wordfl  <^inqniry  insinuate  an  opini<Hi,  obnoxious 
to  the  rest  of  the  House?  I  mnst  express  my 
surprise — I  will  not  say  my  indignation,  jiecause 
that  would  infer  reproach — that  gentiemen,  who 
continually  tbemsuves  exercise  tiie  privilege  of 
debate  in  its  widest  latitude — ^wfao  stretch  it  to 
the  farthest  verge — who  do  tiiis  in  the  utterance 
of  opinitHis  offenrive  to  a  nugori^  of  th* 
House— my  profound  ast<«usbment  that  anch 
gentiemen  should  urge  the  artdtrary  punish- 
ment of  117  ooUeagne  far  a  pretended  abuse  of 
the  r^ht  debate^  Or  do  members  from  the  * 
South  conceive  th^  are  to  hare  the  privilege 
of  speech  exdusiv^y  to  themselves?  If  so,  it 
is  time  they  should  awake  from  their  self-dela> 
sion. 

Belying,  however,  very  Uttie  on  the  merits 
of  the  questicm,  gentiemen  seek  to  jnstify  their 
purpose  by  other  considerations.  To  begin, 
they  denounce,  in  no  measured  terms,  the  dis- 
tinguishing opinions  'o(  Massachusetts  on  the 
subject  of  this  great  question  of  public  liberty, 
incidental  to  the  resolution  before  us,  Th«r 
err  most  ^jrcQ^oni^,  if  th^  hdiove  that  euA 
i^^ona  are  ezolmdvely  pecndiar  to  Maasadin- 
aetts  or  to  New  En^md.  Thoae  oidni<m8  pre- 
raHi  ^ite  aa  ^tensively  in  flie  (Twt  States  ct 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Giao,  for  exam- 

Sle,  as  they  do  in  Kew  En^and.  I^y  ue,  ior 
eed,  opinions  of  elemental  right,  lying  at  the 
very  Ixrttom  of  all  the  poUti<^  inmtntions  d 
the  country.  It  may  be  that  such  (pinions  are 
more  strongly  hdd,  and  more  univosallyundei^ 
stood,  in  I4ew  Enj^Aud,  than  elsewhere  in  the 
United  States.  I  may  not  deny  it.  Deny  it?  I 
glory  in  the  fact  It  is  the  proof  and  the  result  of 
onr  old  and  persevering  dedication  to  liberty. 

Gentiemen  talk  to  us  of  these  our  great  fun- 
damental rights — as  the  freedom  of  i^>eeGh,  of 
opini<Hi,  of  petition — asif  they  weredenved  from 
the  OcKtstitntion  ot  the  United  States.  I  scout 
sneb  a  doctrine.  It  there  were  a  drop  in  my 
veins  that  did  not  rebel  ag^nst  fhe  s^timent^ 
it  would  be  bastard  blood.  Sir,  I  claim  to  be 
descended  from  the  kuig-killing  Roundheads  ct 
the  r^gn  oi  Charles  the  Fir^ ;  through  a  race 
of  men  not  unremembered  in  peaoe  or  war; 
never  backward  in  the  straggles  of  liberty ;  a 
family,  upon  the  bead  of  a  member  of  which 
the  first  prioe  of  blood  was  set  by  Great  BrituiL 
in  revenge  of  bis  eariy  devotion  to  the  cause  w 
independence.  I  venerate  their  character  and 
their  printriples.  I  am  ready  to  do  as  tbey  did 
—to  abandon  all  the  advantages  of  country, 
home,  fortune,  station — to  fly  to  some  western 
wildemeaB— and  to  Uve  upon  a  handftd  ot  parch- 
ed oom  ai^  a  oop  of  wAi  water,  witli  God*8 
blearing  on  honest  independence — sooner  than 
I  will  surrender  <me  Jot  or  tittle  of  thoae  neat 
principles  of  liberty  which  I  have  sucked  in 
with  my  mother's  milk.  I  ^sd^n  to  hold  these 
ri^its  1^  mj  parehraent  title.  The  pec^  of 
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the  Oonmumwealth  of  UasBoctiiuetti,  tbe  people 
of  every  Btate  of  this  Union,  came  into  it  in  the 
fiiU  possession  and  fraition  of  all  these  rights. 
We  did  not  ooostitnte  this  Government  as  the 
means  of  aogoiring  new  rights,  but  for  the  pro- 
tection of  old  ones,  which  nature  had  conferred 
iQ>on  ns ;  which  the  constitution  ri^tly  regards 
as  pre-existing  rights;  and,  as  to  which,  all  the 
oonstitntion  does  is  to  provide  that  tiiese  rights 
neither  yoo,  nor  any  power  on  earth,  shall 
alter,  abrc^te,  or  abridge.  They  are  rights  of 
Heavea's  own  giving.  We  bold  them  by  the 
BiqneinA  tenore  oS  revolntion.  We  iuM  them 
Ijy  the  dread  trlntrtment  of  battle.  We  hdd 
tu«n  by  Hm  oonoeimoa  of  a  higher  and  broader 
charter  ihan.all  the  oonstitations  in  the  land — 
the  free  donatacm  of  l^e  eternal  God,  when  be 
made  as  to  be  men.  These,  the  cardinal  prin- 
ciples of  homan  freedom,  he  has  implanted  in 
ns,  and  placed  them  before  and  behind  and 
aroand  as,  for  oar  guard  and  gaidance,  like  the 
doad  by  day  and  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night, 
which  led  the  Israelites  through  the  desert.  It 
is  a  liberty,  native,  inborn,  original,  underived, 
impresoripubte ;  and  ackDowledsed  in  the  con- 
stitation  itself^  as  pre-oninenuy  before  and 
above  the  oonsdtotioiu 

Now,  in  tiieir  doiDndatliMU  d  the  North,  it 
is  tbeae,  the  very  primorcUal  rights  of  tite  nni- 
Toraal  people  of  the  United  States,  that  gentle- 
men from  the  SoiUh  assuL  They  strike  at  the 
freedom  of  opinion,  of  the  press,  and  (tf  qieeoh, 
out  of  doors— and  the  right  of  petition  and  de- 
bate in  this  Hoase. 

It  seems  to  be  imputed  as  a  crime,  to  a  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  non-alaveholaing 
States,  that  they  entertain  sentiments  condemn- 
ed by  a  majority  of  this  naUon.  Bat  can  it  be 
a  crime  t  I  appeal  once  again  to  that  portion 
of  the  members  from  the  tionth  who  are  fore- 
most in  this  debate — I  mean  the  genUeman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Thokpson)  and  his 
fiiend»-~who  on  certain  sn^eotB  differ  in  opin- 
ion with  a  great  magori^  of  Quax  oonntrymen ; 
and  I  aak  them  whraier  tiiey  stand  prepared  to 
alnde  by  and  sustain  the  doctrine  that  opinions, 
nnaooeptable  to  the  nu^ority,  are  a  moral  or 
political  crime?  Will  they  apply  to  themselves 
the  rule  of  judgment  which  they  urge  so  ve- 
hemently against  the  people  of  the  North! 
Will  they  deliberately  sanction  such  an  odious 
doctrine?  I  know  they  cannot  They  must 
perceive  that  it  is  impossible  by  any  act  of  the 
will  to  ooQtrol  the  condosions  of  the  mind.  It 
is  our  duty,  in  all  the  contingencies  of  life,  to 
we^  well  the  facts  and  the  reasonings  upon 
wMch  oar  Judgments  are  to  be  formed ;  to  ap- 
to  every  question  a  eoasoientious  desire  to 
anive  at  the  truth ;  to  spare  no  means  to  inform 
ooieelveS  rightly  as  to  the  matters  which  the 
mind  is  to  judge.  But  the  resolt  is  not  a  tiling 
within  the  scope  of  the  will.  And  it  is  mon- 
stroos,  therefore,  to  bring  opinions  to  the  bar 
(tf  kgal  oensnre.  It  is  a  violation  of  the  inte- 
rior sanetoa^  <^  a  man's  own  soul.  It  is  the 
very  some  of  tyraony.  The  arUtrary  power  to 
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condemn  and  punish-opinion  is  tiiat  which  mve 
birth  to  the  protestant  reform^on,  and  which 
has  rendered  the  inquisition  a  by-word  of  odiam 
and  reproach.  It  is  that  self-same  thing  from 
which  oar  fathers  fled — the  Puritans,  the  Cath- 
olics, the  Quakers,  the  Huguenots — when  they 
left  their  native  Europe  to  found  an  asylum  for 
conscience  in  this  New  World.  It  is  t^t  which 
has  nerved  tiie  arm  and  ed^ed  the  sword,  in 
every  contest  of  liberty,  which  lightens  aloog 
the  history  of  civilized  man. 

As  to  speech  and  the  press — I  admit  that 
here  there  is  more  difficulty  than  in  the  case 
of  opinion.  It  is  a  practical  problem,  extreme- 
ly difficult  of  solution,  to  determine  always  how 
much  of  liberty  in  this  respect  Is  poseible  to  be 
matntmned,  without  degenerating  into  licen- 
tiousness. And  it  is  a  practical  question,  great- 
ly dependent  on  times  and  <»rcumstanoes.  I 
shall  not  seek,  in  these  cursory,  remarks,  to 
solve  the  problem.  It  suffices  for  my  present 
purpose  to  suggest  the  idea,  that  the  suppres- 
sion of  politioiu  inquiry,  while  it  is  a  thing  hos- 
tile to  the  general  spirit  of  our  institutions,  ia 
hard  of  accomplishment,  and  apt  enough  to  end 
in  aggravating  the  evil  it  is  designed  to  remedy. 

I  had  occasion,  the  last  winter,  to  express  my 
views  on  the  general  subtjeot  <tf  the  ri^t  ot  pe- 
tition. They  remun  without  change.  And  I 
can  bnt  reput  my  oonTiotion,  that  this,  I^e  the 
liber^  of  consdenoe  wd  the  press,  is  not  a  right 
given  by  the  constitution,  but  an  original  right 
of  the  constitooit  peot^  of  tha  United  Stetes, 
and  one  which  they  never  parted  with,  bat  in 
their  compacts  of  political  fellowship  exprusly 
saved  from  all  abridgment  and  limitation  for- 
ever. The  right  of  the  people  to  petition  for  a 
redress  of  grievances,  and  tie  doty  of  Congress 
to  receive  and  consider  such  petitions,  are  in 
my  estimation  the  correlative  conditions  of  the 
right.  A  petition  is  the  formal  mode  in  which 
the  people  bring  thdr  wants  or  opinions  to  the 
dbect  notice  of  Oongress.  It  is  an  essential  in- 

fredient  of  represnitative  institntinu.  To  far- 
id  the  eitisen  to  pref^  his  wi^es  to  OoiwresB 
by  petition  woold  be  to  lop  off  one  of  tlie 
chief  democratic  features  of  our  Government, 
and  to  convert  it  into  an  aristocracy  of  elective 
despotism.  It  would  be  a  curtailment  of  the 
eonstitntional  liberties  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  they  could  not  and 
should  not  submit.' 

Hr.  Speaks,  such  are  my  seDtiments  in  re- 
gard to  these  great  fundamental  rights  of  my 
feUow-citizens.  I  think  they  are,  m  the  sub- 
stance and  the  general  outiine,  the  sentiments 
of  the  balk  of  ^e  peofde  of  the  North ;  and  I 
had  fondly  imanned,  until  very  recently,  that 
they  wwe  sentiments  oo-otensive  in  prerar 
lence  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  repubUc  En- 
tertaining this  belief,  I  have  deeply  regretted  to 
see  the  dangerous  topio  of  slavery  mixed  ap 
with  other  qnestions,  wholly  fbre^  to  It  in 
principle. 

Sat,  I  pat  it  to  gentiemoi,  in  all  directness  and 
sinooity,  do  they  sappose  that  angry  attacks 
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<m  the  freedom  of  opinion,  of  speech,  of  the 
press,  of  petition,  of  debate,  are  likelj  to  cfaeok 
the  spread  in  the  United  Btates  of  that  disap- 
probation of  slavery,  which  is  bnt  another  form, 
conversely  considCTed,  of  the  love  of  liberty  ? 
Do  they  deem  it  possible  to  smother  the  opin- 
ions and  stifle  the  petitions  of  the  free  men  of 
the  United  States  ?  Ay,  and  of  the  free  women 
too?  For  I  confess  it  seems  to  me  a  strange 
idea  to  uphold,  in  tiiis  enlightened  age,  that 
woman,  refined,  ednoated.  Intellectual  woman, 
is  to  have  no  opinion,  or  no  right  to  express 
that  oiHDiOD,  Do  gentlemen  soberly  think 
their  canse  can  be  strengthened  in  the  country, 
by  bringing  to  the  bar  of  the  Eonse  for  con- 
tempt, by  subjecting  to  censure,  by  expelling, 
a  Bepresentative  of  one  of  the  free  States,  be- 
cause he  may  have  given  color  to  the  idea  that 
slaves  can  petition  Oongrees  ? 

The  resolution  be&re  the  House  proposes  to 
censure  my  coUeagne  for  the  act  of  stating  that 
he  held  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  petition  from 
slaves,  and  asldng  m  the  Speaker  whether  such 
5  paper  fUls  within  a  certain  order  of  the 
House. 

Now,  as  I  have  already  said,  I  hoM  l2ie  i4|^t 
of  petition  to  be  an  ori^nal  and  nnallenated 
right  of  the  people  cf  the  United  States,  seoor- 
ed  to  them  by  the  constitution,  bnt  not  derived 
frcmi  it.  I  hold  that  the  right  appertains,  not 
to  the  subject  matter  of  the  petition,  but  to  the 
person  of  the  petitioner.  I  hold,  also,  that  the 
obligation  to  receive  a  petition  corresponds 
to  the  right  of  petitioning;  since  the  right, 
n-ithout  the  duty,  is  a  mere  name,  and  not  a 
substance.  And  tiiere  may  be  a  power  to  re- 
ceive a  petition,  without  any  obligation  to  re- 
ceive it,  or  any  right  to  iniDst  upon  its  reception 
as  a  oorreeponding  dntj.  For  instance.  Con- 
gress has  the  power  to  receive  a  petition  of  a 
forelgow ;  and  ydt  OcmgreM  lies  under  no  obli- 
gation  to  receive  it;  because  the  right  of  peti- 
tion is  guaranteed  only  to  the  people  of  the 
United  Btates.  Is  it  not,  as  a  matter  of  consti- 
tutional law,  just  BO  in  the  case  of  a  slave ! 
The  constitution  guarantees  to  the  constituent 
people  of  the  United  States  their  natural  rights 
of  opinion,  discussion,  assembly,  and  petition, 
against  all  abridgment.  Are  daves  embraced 
within  these  guarantees  of  the  constitution?  I 
think  not  As  to  the  natural  right  of  the  slave 
in  these  particnlara,  that,  like  his  natural  right 
of  personal  ti«edom,  not  being  assured  to  him 
by  the  conatitntional  compact,  la  not  a  question 
within  the  conatitntional  competency  of  de- 
gress. 

But  the  inquiry  whether  Congress  may  re- 
ceive the  petition  of  a  slave  depends  on  other 
considerations.  It  is  a  qaestion,  not  of  the 
right  of  the  petitioner,  bnt  of  the  discretion  or 
power  of  the  petitioned.  And  this  appears  to 
me  to  be  jnst  such  a  matter-of-fact  question  of 
oonunoD  sense  as  might  occur  in  the  relations  of 
private  life.  There  is  a  multitude  of  supposable 
oases  in  which  I  conld  receive  and  grant  the  re- 
qnwt— that  is,  the  petitionr-of  a  slave.  I  can- 


not infringe  the  l^al  rights  of  the  master  with- 
out becoming  amenable  to  the  law  of  the  land ; 
nay,  to  a  higher  forum,  dnce  I  should  be  doing 
an  act  immoral  and  dishonorable  as  well  as  ille- 
gal. He  is  in  the  eye  of  the  law  the  property 
of  his  master.  But  is  he  not  also  a  human  be 
ing !  Does  not  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  expressly  call  him  a  person,  while  mak- 
ing him  an  integral  part  of  the  basis  of  repre- 
sentation t  Can  he  prefer  no  petition,  no  re- 
quest^  no  pn^er,  in  any  drcnmstanoea?  If  I 
see  him  drowning  in  the  oanal,  or  abont  to  be 
straok  down  by  a  stronger,  ana  he  cries  to  me 
fbr  succor,  nay  I  not  listen  to  him  t  Soppoee 
a  memorial  to  come  to  me  from  a  slave,  setting 
forth  by  well-authenticated  statements,  that  he 
is  in  a  foreign  land,  oppressed  and  wronged, 
and  his  master,  a  citizen  of  this  country,  does 
not  know  it,  or  cannot  be  found ;  may  I  not 
bring  the  matter  before  the  Government,  whe- 
ther it  be  Congress  or  the  Executive,  which- 
ever has  the  power  to  afford  redress?  What  I 
mean  to  say  is,  that,  in  matters  having  nothing 
to  do  with  abolition,  and  not  affecting  in- any 
other  respect  the  le^  rights  of  the  master,  it 
might  be  prc^  and  reawnable  to  lend  an  ear 
to  the  pdfttion  of  a  slave.  These,  I  know,  are 
extreme  cases;  and  they  are  mggu^  tnly  as 
illnstrations  of  my  idea ;  for  I  would  no  more 
present  a  petition  from  slaves,  in  derogation  of 
any  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  Sonth, 
than  I  would  offer  a  deliberate  insolt  to  the 
Chair  or  to  the  House. 

Having  been  at  all  times  a  strenuons  advocate 
of  the  freedom  of  opinion,  of  the  press,  and  of 
petition,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  state  thus 
explicitly  my  views  of  the  existing  constitn- 
tional  limitation  of  these  immunities.  It  were 
unbecoming  to  be  a  stickler  for  the  rights  of 
one  part  ofthe  country,  imd  blind  to  the  rights 
of  another  part  I  resist  the  attempt  to  punish 
my  colleague  by  a  sort  d  et  pott/aeU)  law, 
which  in  its  tendency  extingntohes  the  fVeedom 
of  debate,  and  subjects  every  member  to  the 
arbitrary  will  of  a  mffjority.  I  defsnd  the 
particular  opinions  of  the  North.  I  aaaert  the 
freedom  of  opinion,  speech,  the  press,  petition, 
inherent  in  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
secured  to  them  by  the  constitution.  Bat  while 
I  maintdn  the  sanctity,  the  inviolability  (tf  these 
rights,  as  it  befits  a  representative  of  Massaohn- 
setts  to  do,  I  will  not  practise  here,  nor  coun- 
tenance elsewhere,  any  encroachments  on  the 
conatitatiffloal  rights  of  the  South. 


Wkdhesdat,  Febniaiy  8. 

Election  of  President  and  Vice  JPretidant — 
Counting  the  Electoral  Votu, 

This  being  the  day  especially  set  apart  by  a 
point  resolution  for  the  two  Houses  to  convene 
m  joint  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
and  counting  the  electoral  votes  riven  by  the 
several  Btates  fbr  President  and  Vice  Frament 
of  the  United  States— 
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Ur.  HATm  Bud,  u  tlie  hoar  had  nearly 
elapsed,  he  begged  to  propound  an  inqoiry  to 
the  Ghmr,  in  relation  to  the  order  in  which  the 
Senate  should  be  received  by  the  Honse  on 
OOcaaioDB  like  the  present. 

The  CteAiB  stated,  in  reply,  that  the  naaal 
coarse  had  heretofore  been  for  the  Honse,  some 
short  time  before  Ihe  arrival  of  the  hoar,  to 
send  a  message  to  the  Senate,  infonmng  that 
body-  tiiat  the  House  was  in  readiness  to  re- 
ceive them  and  oonnt  the  votes.  The  Chair 
stated,  further,  that,  so  &r  as  he  had  been  in- 
formed, the  nwde  «  recdving  the  Senate  by 
the  Eooae  was  fbr  the  members  to  stand  un- 
covered. 

Mr.  FAmnr  moved  &at,  vUle  the  votes 
were  bdng  connted,  ladies  be  admitted  to  the 
privilwe  of  the  floor  of  the  halL 

Mr.  Jarvis  objected. 

Hr.  Oaxhovh,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  a 
suspensioa  of  the  rule;  agreed  to — ^yeas  141, 
noes  not  connted;  and  Mr.  Pattqits motion 
was  agreed  to  tHthont  a  division. 

Hr.  Aurnorrr  inqoired  if  It  was  necessary  to 
move  that  a  committee  wut  upon  the  Senate ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  the  chairman  of  the  seleot 
committee  on  the  subject  should  appoint  a  sub- 
oommittee,  or  ^  Speaker  of  the  House. 

The  Ohaib  itateo,  in  reply,  that  upon  every 
occodon  (rf  thia'kinaf  with  a  nn^e  exception, 
the  invariable  course  had  been  to  send  a  mes- 
sage to  the  Senate  by  the  Clerk.  In  one  instance 
only  the  message  had  been  transmitted  by  a 
committee  of  two  members  of  the  House,  who 
were  also  appointed  to  conduct  the  Senate  into 
the  hall;  but  that  was  a  departure  from  the 
former  practice, 

Mr.  Abthout  moved  that  a  message  be  then 
sent  to  the  Senate  by  the  Clerk,  notifying  that 
body  that  the  House  was  in  readiness  to  receive 
them,  and  count  the  votes  for  President  and 
'Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Cbaib  stated,  before  putting  the  qaestioo, 
that  the  seats  on  the  ris^t  of  the  ^teaker's 
ohalr  had  been  provided  vx  the  aooommodation 
of  the  Senate,  and  othom  provided  for  the 
members  to  which  tfa^  belonged. 

Mr.  Ahthost's  moUon  was  then  put  and 
agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  left  the  House ;  the 
Senate  shortly  after  entered  the  hall,  with  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  the  Hon.  Willum  B. 
Kma,  of  Alabama,  at  their  head,  preceded  by 
the  Secretary  and  the  Sergeant-at-arras  of  the 
Senate,  and  were  received  at  the  door  of  the 
hall,  arid  condncted  to  the  seat  assigned  them 
by  the  Sergeant- at- arms  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentadves,  all  the  members  bring  mioovered, 
and  rising  in  titeir  places. 

When  the  Senators  had  taken  the  seats  as- 
rigned  tiiem,  and  the  Preddent  of  the  Sen^ 
had  seated  himsrif  at  the  ri^t  of  the  Spe^er, 
the  tellm  to<^  their  seats  at  the  Olwk's 
table. 

The  tellers  were — for  the  Senate,  the  Hon. 
Fxux  Gbdztot  ;  fw  the  Honse  of  Sepresentfr- 
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tives,  the  Hon.  Fkakcib  Tboxu  and  the  Hon. 
Levi  Linooui. 
The  Pbbbuwbt  or  thk  Sekats  then  rose  and 

said: 

The  two  Houses  being  now  convened  for  the 
purpose  of  counting  the  electoral  votes  of  the 
several  States  for  ^«adent  and  Vice  fVesident 
of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the 
Senate  will,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  proceed  to  open  Uie  votes  and 
deliver  them  to  the  tellers,  in  order  that  thqr 
may  be  ooouted. 

I  now  present  to  the  tellen  the  electoral  vote 
of  the  State  of  Maine. 

The  tellers  then  counted  the  votes,  and  an- 
nounced them,  severally,  in  thrir  order,  the 
same  form  having  been  observed  in  every  case ; 
the  tellers  also  reading  the  qoalificatioos  of  the 
electors,  and  the  certificates  of  their  elections. 

He  then  announced  the  result,  as  retorted 
by  the  tellers,  as  follows : 

Fvr  Preaident  of  ths  United  Statet. 
For  Mabtin  Vaw  Bubxk,  of  New  York — 

If  the  votes  of  Michi^n  be  counted  -  170 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not  counted  167 
For  WituiLic  Hbnbt  Hakbisoil  of  Ohio  -  78 
For  HuoH  Lawboh  Vhrk  of  Tennessee  -  86 
F<»>  Dahiel  WiBsnB,  of  HiRssaQhasBtta  -  H 
For  Wnxm  P.  MAHaiw,  of  North  Oarolina  11 

It  ther^re  appears  (oontinned  the  Flrari^nt) 
that,  were  the  votes  of  Michigan  to  be  counted, 
the  result  would  be,  for  Mabtik  Van  Bubkk, 
for  President  of  the  United  States,  170  votes ; 
if  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not  counted,  Mab- 
TUT  Yah  Bdreh  then  has  167  votes.  In  either 
event,  Mabtin  Yah  Buxrar,  of  New  York,  is 
elected  President  of  the  United  States ;  and  I 
therefore  decWe  that  Mabtin  Yah  Bubkk, 
having  received  a  m^ority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  electoral  votes,  is  duly  elected  President 
of  the  United  States,  for  four  years,  oommeno- 
infftfae  4th  day  of  March,  1887. 

The  Pmbbmht  ov  thi  Sshtatb  then  an- 
nounced the  votes  fiw  Yioe  Preddeut  of  the 
United  Stipes,  as  r^xnted  by  the  teOers^  as 
follows : 

For  BioHABD  )£.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky — 
If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  connted  -  147 
If  the  votes  of  ^ohigan  be  not  counted  144 
For  Fbahois  Gkanobb,  of  New  York  -  77 
For  John  Tyler,  of  Yii^pnia  -  -  -  47 
For  WnxiAH  Smith,  of  Alabama  -  -  28 
It  therefore  appears  (oontinued  the  Presi- 
dent) that,  were  the  votes  of  Michigan  counted, 
the  highest  number  of  votes  for  Yice  President 
cMf  the  United  States  would  be  147 ;  and  if 
tiiose  votes  be  not  eoimtedjthe  highest  number 
of  votes  for  that  office  vill  be  144^  Bnt,  in 
either  even^  no  persm  has  received  a  m^arity 
of  the  electoral  votea  fira>  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States;  uid  I  do  therefore  deolare,  that, 
no  person  having  received  sach  majority,  no 
person  has  been  elected  to  that  office;  that 
RiOHABD  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  Fban- 
018  GBAaAUt,  <tf  New  York,lre  the  two  faigJieBfc 
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on  Ibe  list ;  and  it  now  davolveB  oa  tbe  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  as  provided  in  the  oonsd- 
tntion,  from  tboae  two  pevaonB  to  eleet  a  Yioe 
President  of  the  United  States. 
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The  FniaiDKHT  at  thx  Senats  then  an- 
nonnoed  that  the  object  for  which  the  two 
HoDsea  were  asoemhled,  under  the  ooastitntion, 
had  beoi  aooompU^ed,  and  that  tlie  Senators 
would  retire  to  tLeir  chamber  in  order. 

The  Senators  then  roee  and  retired  in  tlie 
order  thev  came,  the  members  of  the  Honse 
rimng  in  their  places  and  remaining  nncovered. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  oommittee  on  the  part 
of  tbe  House  of  B^iwesentotives,  to  join  sach 
committee  as  uig^  be  ^ipointed  <nt  the  pwt 
c£  tbe  Senate,  to  ascwtain  and  rvpoti  a  mode 
of  eximtoing  tbe  votes  fiv  President  and  Vice 
Presldeat  of  the  United  States,  and  of  notifying 
thepersoiu  elected  of  their  election,  repwted : 

That  the  jdnt  oommittee,  in  farther  execu- 
tion of  the  duties  with  wliicfa  ther  were 
charged  hj  the  two  Houses  of  Oongreas,  have 
agreed  to  the  fitUmrtng  reecdation,  in  which 


[FXBBVABT,  1687. 

thdr  c<mimittee  recommend  to  the  House  of 

Representatives  to  concnr : 

Setolved,  That  a  committee  of  (me  member  of  the 
Saute  be  appointed  hj  thst  body,  to  jdn  a 
mittee  of  two  munben  aC  flie  Kran  of  Bcfmsenta- 

tlrea,  to  be  appointed  that  Houae,  to  wait  on 
HuniM  Yak  Bdum,  of  New  YoA,  and  noUfV  hbn 
that  he  has  been  duly  elected  Ffeeddent  of  the  TTnited 
States  for  four  jtm.  omnmendi^  with  the  4th  day 
of  lfa^d^  1887. 

The  above  resdutitm  hvring  been  ooo- 
carted  in, 
The  House  a^Joomod. 


T11UBSDA.T,  February  9. 
Cmmv  <ifMr.  Adanu. 

The  Chaib  announoed  the  unfiniabed  bu^ 
ness,  being  the  question  of  priTil^  inrolTed 
in  the  eonoderation  of  the  fcdiowing  resdnticms 
in  relation  to  Jix.  Aaahb. 

The  OTiginal  resolution  mored  br  Ur.  W. 
Thoicpson  was  modUed  by  Idm,  at  uie  euggea- 
tion  of  Mr.  Dbomgoolk,  as  f<dlow8: 

"  1.  RMolved,  That  the  Hon.  Johh  Qxtihct  Arms, 
a  member  of  this  House,  by  stating,  in  his  {dace, 
that  he  bad  in  bis  poeseseioD  a  paper  purporting  to 
be  a  petition  from  alares,  and  inqoirinK  if  it  came 
within  the  meaning  of  a  rcsolotioD  heretofore  adopted, 
(as  prelinunary  to  ite  presentation,)  has  given  color 
to  uie  idea  that  slaves  have  the  rigjit  of  petition, 
and  of  his  readiness  to  be  their  oigan ;  and  that 
for  the  same  he  deserrea  the  censure  of  this  House. 

**  S.  Saativtd,  Hiat  the  afin<esaid  John  Q.  Aoaxb 
reodvB  a  censure  from  the  Speaker,  in  tbe  presence 
of  the  Honse  of  Be^esentadTes." 

Ur.  BxHtni  had  offered  the  fidlowlng  as  a 
substitute: 

Strike  out  all  afterthe  word  *' JleWiMd;"  and  bi- 
seit,  **TlMt  an  attempt  to  present  anyiietttiOB  or 
memorial  from  any  aUve  <»■  slaves,  or  nee  n^ro, 
from  any  part  of  the  Union,  la  a  contempt  of  the 
Koose,  and  calculated  to  embroil  it  in  a  strife  and 
conftUDon  incompatible  with  tbe  dignity  of  tbe  body, 
and  that  any  member  guilty  of  toe  same  justly  sub- 
jects himself  to  die  oensure  t^the  House. 

**Jt«Botved,  That  a  comndttea  be  appdnted  to  hi- 
quire  into  the  fact  whether  any  aaiui  attempt  has 
been  made  by  anymembv  of  tlds  House,  and  report 
the  same  to  the  House  as  socm  as  practicable." 

The  questiim  immediately  pending  was  the 
following  amendment  to  the  amendmentmored 
by  Ur.  Fattoit: 

"  JiMefwd;  That  the  right  of  petition  does  not  be- 
long to  dam  of  tUs  Uiuon ;  that  no  petition  ttom 
tbem  can  be  presented  to  this  House  without  dero- 
gsting  from  the  rights  of  the  slavebolding  Stales  and 
enda^ering  tbe  integrity  of  the  Union. 

"^MpfvM,  That  every  member  who  riiall  Iwie- 
after  present  any  such  pctitloo  to  this  House  on^ 
to  be  considered  as  regardleBB  of  the  fieeUngB  of  tUs 
House,  the  ri^ts  of  tibe  Sonth,  and  an  enemy  to  the 
Union. 

*'  Raolved,  That  the  Hon.  Johh  Q.  Adivb  having 
sotamdy  dhNUmed  a  design  of        ai^  thing  dls- 


Cmnn  tfMr.  Adami. 
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respeotM  to  the  Kooae  in  the  iaqairy  he  made  of 
the  ^leaker  aa  to  the  petition  purporting  to  be  ftaay 
alaTes,  and  baTing  aroved  his  hitention  not  to  offer 
to  ptesettt  tiie  ponttm  if  the  Houae  vas  of  oi^on 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  prwoniieii  therefore,  all  ftir- 
ther  proceeding  aa  to  Us  coadoot  now  eaaae." 

Ur.  Fbenoh  sud :  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massaohusetts  (Mr.  OuaHiHo)  who  last 
addressed  the  House  npon  these  reaolatioaB, 
oootendod  that  the  right  of  petition  was  a 
natural  right,  derived  nom  onr  Creator ;  and, 
being  a  nstoral  right,  so  derived,  belonged  to 
all  human  beings.  If  that  genueouui  meant 
that  all  men  have  Ihe  natoral  right  to  sappli- 
cate  the  Deity,  he  is  right.  If  he  meant  that 
aU  men,  while  in  a  state  of  nature,  had  the 
right  to  petition  tii^  fellow-beings  for  what 
ther  wanted,  he  U  right  If  he  meant  that  all 
men,  in  their  personal  relations  and  interoonrse, 
have  the  same  right  now,  he  is  right.  Bat  if 
he  meant  thiU  aO  men  have  the  right  to  peti- 
tion the  Government,  I  think  he  is  wrong. 

Sir,  there  was  a  time  when  dvil  government 
did  not  exist ;  and  how  can  %  man  be  s^d  to 
have  a  natural  right  to  petition  a  political  being 
who  had  no  voice  in  its  creation — who  is 
neither  party  nor  privy  to  tiie  body  politic  f 

That  gentleman  was  pleased  also  to  fhvor  na 
with  what  he  termed  the  al»tract  opinions  of 
the  abolitionists— opiniona  which,  as  he  said, 
tiiOT  honestly  and  conscientioosly  entertained. 
Ana  what  are  tlK»e  <n>inions?  That  slaveir 
ifl^  in  the  abatraot,  a  social,  moral,  and  politick 
evil  I  will  not,  ICr.  Speaker,  debate  the  qaes- 
thm  whether  slavery  hd  or  be  not,  in  the  ab- 
Bfaraot,  a  social,  moral,  or  political  evil,  but  I 
refer  to  what  the  honorable  gentlemaa  said  to 
I>rov6  what  are  the  grievances  of  the  aboH- 
timusta,  and  what  their  objeots.  Slavery, 
according  to  his  ezpoe6  of  thw  views,  is  their 
grievance — ^nnivrasal  emancipation,  then,  most 
be  their  object. 

If  they  prevail  in  that  object,  throagh  the 
action  of  Congress,  what  becomes  of  the  rights 
of  the  slave  States,  as  gnaranteed  to  them  by 
the  oonstitntion  t  What  becomes  of  tiie  Gov- 
ernment ?  Sir,  it  is  plidn  that  tibe  end  Kilt  these 
tilings,  if  sQceessfttl,  twminates  in  the  over- 
throw of  the  Gdvemment,  TIui  view  of  ttie 
salfject,  therefore,  has  also  an  nnfintanate  bear- 
ing npon  the  coodnot  of  the  honwaUe  gentie- 
man  whom  it  is  proposed  to  oenmre. 

Kr,  the  history  of  abcditi<Hi  petiti<HU  in  this 
Hoose  during  the  last  and  presMit  seanons  vit 
Oongre«a,  and  of  the  efforts  of  a  large  minority 
of  this  Honse  to  avoid  the  agitation  and  conse- 
qnent  excitement,  here  and  elsewhere,  of  this 
oaogerons  qnestioo,  are  known  to  this  Hoose 
and  to  the  coanttV.  I  will  not  attempt  to 
repeat  them,  bat  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  Janoary, 
by  whidh  tUs  Moose  ord««d  all  petitions, 
memorials,  proportions,  and  papers,  relating  to  i 
slavery  or  the  abolition  of  slaTery,  presented 
to  the  Hoose,  to  be  reodved  and  laid  upon  the  | 


table,  without  being  printed  or  referred.  It 
reads  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  .Resolve^  That  all  petitions,  memoriala,  resoln- 
tiona,  propositions,  or  papers,  relating  in  any  my, 
or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  tiie  subject  of  slavery, 
or  tiie  abolition  of  slavery,  shall,  without  being 
either  printed  or  referral,  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  that  no  furtiier  action  whatever  shall  be  had 
thereon." 

"What,  sir,  was  the  object  of  this  House  in 
passing  this  resolation  t  It  was  to  ^ve  peace 
to  this  House  and  the  coantry  on  this  exciting 
question.  That  object  was  known  to  us  all. 
It  was  known  to  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
question.  His  coodnot,  therefore,  in  bringing 
before  the  House  the  question  of  the  right  of 
slaves  to  petition,  by  inquiring  <tf  the  Chair 
if  a  petition  from  davu  came  within  that 
resolution,  defeats  the  otdecrti  of  the  Hoos^ 
and  is  disrespeotftal  to  the  House. 

The  terms  of  the  resolution  are  broad  and 
comprehensive;  and,  considered  without  re- 
ference to  tiiose  to  whom  the  right  of  petition 
belongs  the  circumstances  under  which  It  was 
adopted,  and  the  object  the  House  had  in  view 
by  its  passage,  would  be  construed  to  let  in 
petitions  and  papers  on  the  sulgeots  embraced 
in  it  from  all  persons.  But  when  considered  in 
reference  to  these  considerations,  the  resolution 
neither  enlarges  nor  abridges  the  right  of  peti- 
tion. It  leaves  the  right  of  petition  as  it  stood 
before  its- passage.  Does  that  resolati<m,  then, 
enlaive  the  right  of  petition  t  The  Hoose  did 
not  dream  of  enlamne  the  right  of  p^tiwu 
mil  any  one  contend  ue  slaves  inhabiting  the 
idand  of  Cuba  have  a  ri^t,  under  the  resolu- 
tion, to  petition  this  Honse?  Or  that  it  gives 
to  the  blacks  planted  at  Liberia  the  right  of 
petition  f   In  short,  does  it  confer  the  right  of 

Eetition  to  all  people!  Sorely  not  The 
roadness  of  the  resolution,  then,  forms  no 
Jostification  or  excuse  for  the  honorable  genUe* 
man  from  Massachusetts. 

The  conclusion,  then,  lb*.  Speaker,  to  which 
my  own  sense  of  duty  conauots  me,  is,  that 
that  honorable  gentien^  by  raising  uie  qnea- 
tion  of  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition  ^a 
HoDse^  ^d  wrong— in  fact,  by  so  doing,  threw 
a  firebrand  into  die  House,  in  oontempt  <tf  aU 
its  effbrts  to  allay  all  exoitemait  upon  this  nib* 
jeotLfrnd  especially  of  the  settied  Judgment  <rf 
the  Honse^  as  expressed  by  the  passage  of  tho 
resolation  of  the  18th  January — tiiat  he  haa^ 
bv  his  oondoot  in  question,  trifled  with  tiie 
House,  its  fe^ngs  and  its  oliaracters,  and  there- 
fore ought  to  be  censured.  In  voting  for  the 
resolation  to  censure  that  honorable  gentieman, 
I  shall  not  be  inflaenoed  by  any  unkind  or 
unfriendly  feeling  towards  him  personally. 
But,  nr,  whilst  I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  my  rep- 
resentative character,  to  disfq>prove  c&  his 
oonduot,  I  shall  give  my  vote  under  a  livelr 
sense  of  his  high  eharacter  for  taloata  and 
learning,  and  of  Hio  dtstingolahed  i^lty  with 
whieh  iM  baa  diadiarBed  the  Important  doties 
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of  tlie  high  and  h<Hiorahle  statimu  which  he 
has  filled  at  home  and  abroAd. 

If  the  niiO<3'^^7'  House  are  satisfied 

with  the  explauations  of  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, and  think  proper  to'exoose  him,  they  can 
do  so.  Those  explanations  have  not  satisfied 
me,  and  I  shall  do  my  doty. 

Mr.  Etans  insisted  that  the  charge  of  offence, 
on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Hassacbu- 
aetta,  was  too  vague  to  jnstifj  a  vote  of  oensare 
iq>oa  him.  Thore  was  nothing  speoifio.  The 
resolntiun  did  not  set  forth  anj  thing  like  con- 
tempt towards  the  Honse,  or  even  an  infringe- 
ment of  its  rules,  but  that  he  had  "^ven  color 
to  the  idea  "  that  slaves  bad  the  right  to  peti- 
tion. Mr.  E.  held  that  the  House  had  the  right 
to  punish  a  member  for  a  determined  violation 
of  its  rules;  because,  otherwise,  the  whole 
badness  of  the  country  might  be  obstructed 
by  a  disorderly  member;  but  no  man  could 
be  puni^ed  for  the  expression  of  bis  honest 
opinions.  The  limitation  to  this,  such  as  per- 
sonalities, reflections  upon  the  past  conduct  of 
the  House,  Ac.,  were  expressly  Ifud  down  in 
the  UiBparUatnintaria.  with  reference  to  the 
right  <a  Htaves  to  pedtUaL  he  s^d  there  were 
oaW  embracing  it  It  had  been  sud,  also,  the 
dare  had  no  constitutional  rights  but  through 
hb  master.  This  was  not  so ;  and  he  put  the 
cases  of  murder,  or  unprovoked  assault,  and 
that  of  alleged  kidnapping,  where  his  legal 
rights  were  reoognized,  and  frequentiy  put  in 
force. 

!Ar.  PioEBKs  explained  that  if  the  gentieman 
fh)m  Maine  was  alluding  to  his  argument,  he 
(Mr.  P.)  had  not  sud  me  slave  had  no  legal 
rights,  but  that  be  had  no  constitutional  or 
politioal  rights.  That  was  a  question  he  should 
like  to  hear  the  gentleman  ar^e. 

Mr.  Evans  was  referring  to  constitutional  or 
legal  ri^ts,  whioh  be  iaai^ed  had  been  secured 
to  Nare.  He  tiien  adverted  to  the  general 
obaraoter  of  the  petitions  praying  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slaven-  in  the  Distriot  of  Oolumbla,  bi 
none  of  which  was  there  found  any  harsh  lan- 
gaage  in  relatim  to  the  peculiar  ^stitotitma  of 
Uie  South  or  Southern  mm,  nor  any  expressed 
or  implied  wish  to  interfere  with  those  institu- 
tioQS.  There  might  be  a  few  solitary  excep- 
tions, but  it  ^oald  be  borne  in  mind  that  there 
was  much  warmth  on  both  sides.  The  right 
of  the  abolitionists  to  petition,  however,  should 
have  be«n  respected,  and  their  memorials  con- 
tinued to  be  received,  as  they  formerly  had 
been.  'While  this  was  done,  their  numbers 
were  flaw  and  their  efforts  feeble;  hot  they 
had  increased  in  numbers,  and  become  more 
powerftd,  from  the  manner  in  which  the?  had 
been  tirrated  by  CongrcM.  tbey  contended 
that  slflvery  was  a  great  moral,  social,  and 
p<^tioal  evil,  and  was,  besides,  indefensible  by 
argument ;  and  the  refusal  of  the  House  to  listen 
to  them,  and  argue  with  them,  justified  them, 
in  their  own  oplaion,  in  these  allegations ;  but 
there  was  nothing  insulting  in  this.  Even  t^t 
language  was  borrowed  from  Vii^oia;  and 
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he  was  about  to  cite  srane  passages  from  the 
debates  in  that  State  on  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  containing  this  declaration,  when 

Mr.  Pattoit  arose,  and  hoped  the  Ohair  would 
restrict  the  limits  of  the  debate  within  the 
proper  range  of  order.  If  the  gentieman  was 
suffered  to  go  on  in  this  way,  it  must  be 
obvious  that  a  debate  was  springing  up  which 
would  be  interminable. 

The  Chair  reminded  the  House  that  he  had 
Mveral  times  interposed  to  confine  the  debate 
within  the  proper  limits^  and  had  repeatedly 
reminded  gentiemen  that  the?  were  takiiu  ;  too 
wide  a  range,  but  in  tlie  perfonnance  of  tiiat 
duty  he  had  not  been  sustained  by  the  House. 
As  he  had  been  called  upon,  however,  he  should 
enforce  the  rule,  and  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  whether  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
should  be  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Evans  was  allowed  to  proceed,  but 
declined  to  do  so,  saying  he  did  not  widi  to 
discuss  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  to  introdnea 
any  new  topics  Into  the  debate. 

Mr.  Patton  then  read  the  fidlowing  modifi- 
cation of  his  amendment: 

Jtetolved,  That  any  number  who  shall  boeafter 
present  to  tbe  House  any  petition  from  the  aUves  in 
this  Union  oilght  to  be  considered  as  regardlew  of 
the  feelings  of  tbe  House,  the  rights  of  the  Southan 
States,  uid  unfHeodly  to  the  Union. 

Rttolved,  That  the  honorable  John  Q.  Adams  hav- 
ing solemnly  lUscUmed  iD  design  of  doing  any  thing 
diarespectAil  to  the  House,  hi  the  inquiry  he  made 
of  tbe  Speaker,  as  to  the  petition  purp<»tlng  to  be 
from  slaves,  and  having  avowed  his  intention  not  to 
offer  to  present  the  peUtion  to  the  House,  was  of 
opinion  ttiat  it  ought  not  to  be  presented — therefore, 
all  further  jwoceeoings  in  regard  to  bis  oooduct  do 
now  cease. 

Mr.  Paroh  moved  the  above,  wUoh 
•  Mr.  Thohfson  accepted,  and  Mr.  Btbuk  with- 
drew his  amnidment. 

Mr.  YiXBSBPim.  moved  the  preriooB  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Adamb  ^pealed  to  Mr.  Y.  to  withdraw 
this  motion,  to  allow  him  to  submit  a<ane  re- 
marks to  the  House. 

Mr.  Yandbspoei.  could  not  withdraw  the 
motion,  unless  the  gentieman  from  Massachu- 
setts would  pledge  himself  to  renew  the  motion 
when  he  haa  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Adams  said  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
comply  with  this  request,  because  he  desired  to 
have  the  opportunl^  of  a  fhll  hearing  in  his 
own  defence ;  and  he  had  hoped  be  would  bo 
granted  the  privilege. 

Mr.  Kennon  moved  to  lay  the  whole  snlijeot 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  RxNOHSB  called  fin*  the  yeas  and  naya 
on  this  motion ;  which  were  ordered,  and  w«« 
— ^yeas  BO,  nays  144, 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  tht  table  wu  dedded 
in  tiie  negative. 

Mr,  Brioos  moved  a  suspiension  of  the  rales, 
fw  the  pnrpose  of  allowing  the  gentieman 
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from  MaiMohoMtti  (Mr.  Anuu)  to  addresa  tiie 
Hoiue. 

The  Ohaik  decided  this  motion  to  be  ovt  of 
order,  inasmuch  as  the  previoas  qnestion  had 
been  moved. 

The  question  yras  then  taken  on  the  second 
to  the  previoos  qaestion,  when  it  appeared  that 
the  previoiu  qnesUon  was  not  seconded — ^yeas 
79,  nays  100. 

Mr.  WiBB  then  said  he  wished  merely  to 
remark  that  he  hoped  the  Hoose,  after  hearing, 
as  they  onght  to  hear,  the  gottleman  from 
HaSBaimaiettR,  (Mr.  Adajo,)  would  be  dinioMd 
to  take  the  anmUon  without  ftirther  debate ; 
became  he  had  an  impcntant  matter  to  lay 
before  the  Honse  from  one  c£  the  select  oom- 
mittees. 

Mr.  Adaus  began  by  obfierring  that  he 
woiOd  take  np  as  little  of  the  time  of  the 
Hoase  03  was  possible  for  him  to  do  on  this 
important  subject.  The  first  qaoBtion  before 
the  Honse  was  the  inqairy  addressed  by  him- 
self to  the  Speaker  and  to  the  Honse.  On  this 
inqairy,  no  question  hod  yet  been  taken.  He 
(Mr.  A.)  was,  however,  extremely  anzloos  that 
the  question  shonld  be  taken,  and  that  every 
member  of  this  House  should  record  his 
vote  on  this  important  propositioUf  namely: 
"  Whether  the  House  shall  refuse  to  receive  a 
petition  from  slaves,  under  any  circnmstances 
whatever."  "When  he  (Mr.  A-)  made  this 
proportion  as  a  matter  of  inquiry  only,  and 
when  the  8peoker  submitted  the  inquiry  to 
the  House,  a  member  immediately  rose,  (Mr. 
Hatnss,)  and  said  that  he  did  not  know  how  to 
meet  a  proposition  of  this  kind.  He  (M>. 
Hatkbs)  thought  it  was  not  deserving  atten- 
tion ;  that  to  receive  it  in  any  shape  wonld  be 
bestowing  upon  it  more  attention  than  it  de- 
served, it  then,  the  question  did  not  deserve 
attention,  now  came  it  to  happen  that  the 
House  had  been  engaged  so  long  a  time  in 
debating  upon  such  a  question?  Why,  if  the 
qneation  was  not  deserving  attention,  have 
gentlemen  professed  to  feel  so  deeply  npon  it, 
and  been  so  anxious  to  brmg  me  to  the  bar  of 
the  Honse  to  receive  censure  !  Why  was  not 
an  inquiry  of  so  little  importance  disposed  of 
at  once  4  If  tiie  Speaker  had  objected  to 
receiving  the  petition,  I  (said  Mr.  A.)  ^onld 
not  have  presented  the  paper,  out  of  respect  to 
the  House,  though  I  know  that  it  is  a  qaestion 
more  important  than  the  honorable  gentieman 
OSr.  Hatnes)  imagiues.  Sir,  I  know  it  to  be  a 
question  demanding  deep  attention  from  this 
House,  from  thia  u^on,  and  ftom  the  dvilized 
world.  I  sidd  (continued  Mr.  A.)  that  I  was 
willing  to  abide  by  the  ccm^uricoi  the  House 
might  think  proper  to  come  to  on  tiiis  subject, 
whatever  that  conclusion  might  be;  but  at  the 
same  time  I  confess  I  was  exceedingly  anxious 
that  this  question,  in  the  abstract,  ^ould  be 
taken  and  decided  upon  by  the  House.  I  was 
anxious  that  every  member  of  this  House 
should  record  his  vote^  for  all  time  to  come, 
on  a  question  of  such  importance — a  question 
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which  opmed  tiie  whole  snh^eot  of  the  ooa- 
dition  of  slaves  in  this  country — a  qneotion 
which  brought  Into  inquiry  the  whole  subjeot 
of  the  power  and  privileges  of  this  House,  eaiA 
of  the  freedom  of  speech  in  debate.   These  ore 

auestions  of  vital  importance ;  these  are  priv- 
eges  dear  to  some,  though  there  may  be  those 
by  whom  they  are  not  valued.  I  had  hoped, 
sir,  to  have  received  an  answer  to  tiie  propo- 
sition "  if  a  petition  from  slaves  would  oe  re- 
ceived by  the  House,"  because,  as  I  have  stated, 
the  answer  to  this  propomtion  would  open  ttte 
whole  subject  relating  to  davery,  and  the 
whole  question  relating  to  tiie  ^vil^  of 
speech  oS  tiie  members  of  this  House.  The 
answer  to  this  inquiry  involve^  all  tUa,  and 
more  than  this. 

Amidst  the  prevt^ling  excitement,  and  among 
the  various  speeches  which  the  numerous  reso- 
lutions against  him  had  elicited,  he  (Mr.  A.) 
hod  heard  but  one  individoal  who  had  under- 
taken argumentatively  to  discuss  tiie  qaestion 
which  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  propounded  to  the 
Speaker;  and  that  individual  was  the  gentie- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Fsesos.)  That 
honorable  gentleman,  who  is  an  able  judi^ 
character,  has  treated  tiie  sa^eot  as  an  o^o- 
ment  before  a  court  of  law ;  out,  «r,  the  sub- 
ject demands  a  diS^ent  Itind  of  argument. 
What  was  hia  argument,  tiri  It  was  tins: 
that  if  yon  aboli^  slavery,  yon  take  away  a 
part  of  the  representation  which  the  constito- 
tion  has  guaranteed  to  the  Soutiieru  States. 
But,  I  ask,  has  that  gentleman  established  any 
connection  between  his  premises  and  his  con- 
clusions! What,  sir?  If  slavery  were  abol- 
ished, they  wiU  be  deprived  of  the  right  o£ 
repreacDtation,  and  therefore  the  House  cannot 
receive  petitions  from  slaves  t 

[Mr.  Fkkkoh,  the  member  referred  to,  ex- 
plained. He  (Mr.  F.)  did  not  aflirm  that  slaves 
were  uititled  to  representatiTes,  if  that  wu 
what  the  honwable  nntienum  (Mr.  Aiuw) 
understood  him  to  sayJ 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  Has  he  taken  the 
right  issue,  sirt  Has  he  drawn  his  premises 
and  his  conolusiona  to  a  closer  connectio|i? 
What,  sir  1  If  you  ahonld  deprive  the  South 
of  its  representation,  what  then  ?  Is  that  any 
reason  to  osugn  why  slaves  idiould  be  deprived 
of  the  opportunity  of  crying  for  mercy  to  thia 
House  ?  There  is  no  connection  between  the 
two  things.  Sir,  he  has  travelled  out  of  tiie 
record ;  he  has  raised  a  totally  (Ufferent  ques- 
tion from  the  actual  question  which  is  atone 
before  this  House :  be  has  substituted  the  ques- 
ti(m  "  if  slavery  should  be  abolished,"  in  plooe 
of  the  questitm  put  to  tiie  Speak^  viz:  "if 
the  House  would  receive  petitions  from  slaves 
under  any  oiroamstanoes."  My  colleague  (Mr. 
OnsHiNo)  has,  more  fonnbly  than  I  can  do, 
already  discussed  the  proposition  of  the  free- 
dom of  petition.  He  has  shown  th^  it  is  a 
right  not  derived  from  the  constitution,  not 
given  by  parchment,  but  prior  to  the  constitu- 
tion ;  given,  by  the  God  of  Nature,  to  evei7 
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man  when  he  created  him ;  it  is  the  ri^t  to 
implore  favor,  to  seek  for  merer  t  a  right  whioh 
the  framers  of  our  constitution  would  hare 
spnmed  the  very  idea  of  abridging  or  limiting, 
or  restricting  to  any  particular  color  or  claas 
of  men  I  He  recognized  this  right  as  belong- 
ing to  all  men  in  the  constitution  which  they 
framed ;  and,  in  that  oonstitulion,  sir,  instead 
of  imagining  anr  limits  to  this  right,  thej 
solemnly  dedared,  in  that  instrument,  that  it 
should  not  be  abridged  I  Yea,  sir,  that  it 
should  not  be  limited — they  recognized  no 
limitation  of  any  kind  to  this  sacred  right.  It 
is,  sir,  a  rig^t  belonging  to  every  hnmui  crea- 
ture, whioh  does  not  depend  npon  the  oonditiim 
cS  tne  petithmer,  and  whioh  cannot  be  denied 
to  man  in  any  condition.  This,  sir,  is  the 
principle  inrolred  in  the  inquiry  put  by  me  to 
the. Chair — a  principle  more  than  recognuEod 
by  the  constitution,  which  has  declared  that 
this  right  shall  suffer  no  abridgment,  no  limita- 
tion itbaterer  I  If  yon  now  abolish  this  prin- 
ciple, this  first  and  humblest  right  giren  from 
God  to  erery  human  being,  a  limitation  will 
next  be  put  to  the  right  of  petitioning,  in  the 
fullest  extent  to  which  party  madness  might 
Iiereafter  be  inclined  to  carry  it.  If  the  Honse 
AaH  detnde  that  the  pwer  I  poBBesB  comes 
under  the  order  of  the  Hoase  <Hf  the  18th  of 
January,  I  will  present  the  petiti(m,  and  in 
d(Hng  so  shall  be  dwng  my  dn^— a  doty  of  tbe 
highest  importance  to  my  country,  to  humanity, 
and  to  human  nature.  "What,  sir  ?  Will  yon 
Qt  the  right  of  petitioning,  of  craring  for 
elp  and  mercy  and  protection,  on  the  fooUng 
of  political  privileges  T  It  is  an  idea  which  has 
not  even  been  entertained  by  the  utmost  ex- 
treme of  human  despotism ;  no  despot,  of  any 
age  or  clime,  has  ever  denied  this  humble  prir- 
ilege  to  the  poorest  or  tbe  meanest  of  human 
creatures.  If  this  House  decides  that  it  will 
not  receive  petitions  from  slaves,  under  any 
cironmstanoes,  it  will  cause  the  name  of  this 
ooontiy  to  be  enrolled  among  the  first  of  bw- 
barona  nations.  A  petition  u  a  snpnlioation ; 
and  0QppUoati<HL  for  what}  For  relief  ftom 
those  who  hare  the  power  to  give  relief^  and 
who  are  plaoed  in  a  situation  to  attend  to  the 
cry  of  distress.  That  would  be  a  sad  day,  sir, 
in  my  opinion,  when  a  vote  should  pass  this 
House  that  would  not  receive  a  petition  from 
slaves  ?  'What  would  it  lead  to  ?  When  the 
prindple  is  once  begun  of  limiting  the  right  of 

Eetition,  where  would  it  stopt  Gentlemen 
ave  objected  to  the  petition  immediately  pre- 
ceding that  which  I  presented,  bocauee  it  came 
frqpi  colored  people  1  from  color  I  That,  sir: 
is  pving  color  to  an  idea  with  a  witness  [* 
The  honorable  gentieman  nukes  it  a  crime 
becanse  I  presented  apetilioa  whioh  he  afflrms 
to  be  ftom  colwed  women,  which  women  were 
of  in£unoQ8  character,  as  uie  hohw^le  gentie- 


*  One  of  Uw  TCNlirtfaiM  pMMBtol  to  tha  HonH  ohHgfls 
Hr.  Amw  with  Ttfls  ootor  to  tt»  Um,  Aa 


man  says — prostitutes,  I  think  the  gentleman 

Sfud. 

[Mr.  P^umnr  explained.  He  (Mi.  P.)  did  not 
say  they  were  prostitutes;  the  objection  he 
made  was  that  the  petition  came  from  free 
muisttoes  in  the  South ;  he  did  not  object  on 
the  ground  of  opposition  to  the  ri^ht  of  peti- 
tion, but  because  he  (Mr.  P.)  considered  that 
the  House  ou^tt  to  refuse  to  open  its  doora  to 
applications  from  the  Southern  slaves.  As  to 
the  infamons  character  of  the  women  in  ques- 
tion, he  mentioned  that,  not  as  if  he  deemed  it 
a  reason  for  refiudng  the  right  to  petition,  but 
becanse  he  wished  to  wipe  away  the  stain  from 
the  ladies  of  Frederioksbni|;,  as  these  women 
bad  been  called  "ladies  of  Fredericksbure" 
by  the  honorable  gentieman,  (Mr.  Adaub.)  He 
(Mr.  P.)  was  sure  that  no  ladies  from  I>ed- 
ericksbnrg  had  sent  such  a  petition  to  this 
House.] 

Mr.  Adaus  continued.  He  (Mr.  A.)  was  not 
certain  that  he  called  them  ladies,  or  whether 
the  petition  itself  had  not  stated  that  they  were 
ladies.  Whenever  be  presented  petitions  from 
ladies,  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  nsing  that 
term  for  their  demgnation ;  the  word  "  w  oman  " 
was  an  expresuiM  much  dearer  to  bis  heart 
than  that  of  "lady."  But  to  retom  to  the 
idea  he  was  about  to  mfiwoe.  He  (Mr.  A.) 
thought  the  honorable  gentleman  had  said  that 
tiieywereinfkmqos;  but  the  proportion  whidi 
he  would  ever  m^ntain  was  that  the  sacred 
right  of  petition,  of  begging  for  mercy,  as  it 
did  not  depend  upon  condition,  so  also  it  did 
not  .depend  upon  character;  it  was  a  right 
which  could  not  be  denied  to  the  poorest,  the 
humblest,  and  the  most  wretched ;  and,  more- 
over, it  was  a  right  which  could  not  be  refdled 
to  the  most  vile,  the  most  abandoned,  or  most 
infamous.  He  (Mr.  A.)  did  not,  however, 
know  that  they  were  in  the  present  case  in- 
famous,  but  he  thought  that  was  the  word 
used  in  debate  by  tiie  honorable  gentieman, 
(Mr.  Patton.)  and  that  it  was  so  reported  in 
tiie  Natitmal  Intelligencer, 

[Mr.  pATTOzr  again  explained.  He  (Ur.  F.) 
had  not  sfdd  that  he  knew  those  women.] 

Mr.  Adaus  continned.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
the  honorable  gentleman  disdaim  any  knowl- 
edge of  them ;  for  he  had  been  going  to  ask, 
if  they  were  infamous  women,  then  who  was 
it  that  had  made  them  in&mous  ?  Not,  he 
believed,  their  own  color,  but  tiieir  masters ; 
and  he  had  heard  it  siud,  in  proof  of  this  fact, 
and  he  was  indined  to  believe  it  was  tbe  case, 
that  there  existed  great  resranblances  in  tbe 
South  between  the  progeny  of  the  colored 
people  and  the  white  men  who  d^med  tiie 
possesdon  of  them.  Thus,  perhaps,  the  charge 
of  bdng  infamous  might  be  retorted  apon 
those  who  mode  it,  as  orij^atii^  from  them- 
selves, 

[Great  agitation  in  the  House. 
Mr.  Glasoooe  here  interposed,  and  prodnoad 
from  the  Clerk's  table  the  original  petittoa 
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referred  to^  and  aud.  that  it  bore  on  its  baok  an 
ODdorsonent  in  Hr.  Aiuiis'a  hand,  "  from  nine 
lodiea  of  EVederi<tobii^."  Ciiea  of  order  I 
order  I] 

Hr.  Adahb  ooDtinaed.  He  (Mr.  A.)  would 
obserre  tliat  he  did,  not  ^ow  tbey  were  colored 
pec^;  whether  they  were  called  ladies  or 
women  was  verj  indifferent ;  the  term  "  wo* 
man"  was  eooogh  for  him.  Bat  (observed 
Mr.  A.)  if  TOO  once  admit  the  principle  that 
the  right  of  petition  is  limited,  and  will  not 
apply  to  slaves,  the  next  thing  will  be  to  limit 
it  still  further,  by  exteodiog  the  limitation  to 
free  colored  people ;  -  and,  alter  this,  the  next 
limitation  wiU  be  to  tite  qnestion  of  the  diar- 
acter  the  petitionora ;  thea  the  next  limit*- 
tion  win  be  to  inqnire  on  what  side  of  political 
parties  are  tbe  petitioners ;  and  then,  sir,  from 
one  side  all  petitions  will  be  perfectly  good  and 
receivable,  bat  on  the  otiier  side  all  the  peti- 
tions will  be  from  people  of  bad  character, 
according  to  the  representations  of  any  member 
who  may  say  he  does  not  know  who  they  are ; 
they  wiU  be  all  infamooa,  ur,  who  are  on  the 
wrong  side.  This  will  be  the  cose.  To  this 
state  will 'things  come  if  the  right  of  petition 
shall  he  limited  by  pecoliar  distinctions,  and 
shall  be  made  to  rest  on  such  grounds  as  these 
which  have  been  relied  upon  in  this  debate. 

Anotiier  gentieman  (Mr.  Bobsbisoh)  has 
taken  another  ground.  He  says  the  right  of 
petition  is  not  to  be  admitted,  exo^t  when  it  is 
m  the  power  of  the  pBr^  petitioned  to  grant 
the  object  pnqred  for.  Tn»e  is  ainne  punsi- 
hiiityhere;  theezpedimoyofpetitionii^  those 
who  have  not  the  power  to  grant  the  Mtition 
might,  perhaps,  be  made  a  qaestion ;  bat  the 
light  itself  IS  not  affected.   The  absence  of 

Sower  on  the  one  side  does  not  involve  the 
eprivation  of  a  right  on  the  other  ride ;  in- 
competency in  one  man  does  not  involve  the 
deprivation  of  his  rights  to  another  man ;  take 
away  the  parfy  petitioned,  the  party  offering 
the  petition  remains  with  all  its  rights  un- 
impaired. "Where,  then,  is  the  objection! 
Besides,  the  power  to  grant  a  petition  might 
be  made  one  of  the  most  mooted  questions  in 
the  wwld.  If  the  right  of  presuttiog  a  peti- 
tion or  of  not  presenting  is  made  to  depend 
upon  the  qnestion  of  power,  thai  it  may  be 
ahown,  by  the  opinions  of  slaveholders  them- 
selves, that  Oongress  has  the  power ;  and,  oon- 
seqaenUy,  according  to  the  gentieman's  own 
argnmenL  the  right  of  petition  is  also  possessed 
on  the  other  side.  The  opinion  that  Clongress 
had  the  right  to  abolish  slavetT  in  tbe  Di^rict 
of  Oolumbia  was  entertained  by  tbe  great 
m^ority  of  Sonthem  gentiemen  themaelvea 
only  a  few  years  ago ;  now,  however,  not  many 
can  be  foond  who  would  venture  to  acknowl- 
edge such  an  opinion.  Some,  indeed,  there 
aie^  who  hare  that  magnanindtr,  tiiongh  1 
know  not  what  it  ooat  them  for  e^ressing 
their  opinions.  I  appeal  to  the  records  of  ti)» 
Hoose,  which  will  show  that,  on  the  qnestion 
ct  its  power  to  alxdish  dareiT  in  the  ^atriet^ 
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a  great  nufjorltr  of  tlus  Honae  will  be  found  to 
have  been  io  its  fovor :  the  House  baa  beoi, 
huetofore,  almost  nnanunoos  on  the  tnlltjeot. 
The  honorable  gentienuin  ^Ir.  BoBBsnoN) 
thinks  that  Oongress  haa  no  snob  power ;  and 
that  therefore,  on  this  account,  the  petiti<niB 
ought  not  to  be  received.  The  gronna  he  (Mr. 
Bobbbtson)  takes  is  this :  that  the  petitions 
has  no  right  to  petition,  because  Ciongresa  has 
no  power  to  ^^rant  1  Let  us  concede  the  prem- 
ises, then  it  is  clear  that  the  whole  right  of 
petition  is  rendered  a  nulUty ;  it  is  reduced  to 
nothing ;  it  is  annihilated ;  for,  let  but  a  mar- 
jority  only  please  to  assert  the  absence  of  power 
on  any  question  not  d^reeable  to  them  to  enter- 
tun,  and  (according  to  the  argument)  the  right 
of  petition  ceases  to  exist,  because  of  the  alleged 
absence  of  power  I 

As  to  tbe  character  of  petitioners,  I  wish  it 
was  in  my  power  to  elucidate  the  proposition 
which  I  inamt^n  ;  and  which  is,  that  the  right 
of  petition  does  not  depend  npoa  any  moral 
qualifications.  But  I  i^all  not  now,  sir,  nrgo 
any  arguments  to  illustrate  this  proposition. 
Gentiemen,  indeed,  have  desired  to  fovnd  the 
right  of  petition  on  moral  charaoter ;  but  I  shall 
show  that  it  cannot  be  limited. 

I  would  take  the  resolutions  of  the  honorable 
gentieman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Pattoit,)  which 
the  Speaker  has  decided  to  be  the  snbject  bdbre 
the  House,  instead  of  tlte  abstract  proportion 
put  by  myMf  to  the  Ohair ;  thongh  that  propo- 
sition, rir,  was  the  real  question  before  the 
House ;  and  it  was  this :  "Whether  the  paper 
I  held  in  my  hand  came  under  the  rule  of  the 
18th  of  January."  Now,  sir,  in  the  coarse  of 
the  arguments  which  I  have  heard  on  thia  sub- 
ject, (or,  I  should  say,  debates,  rather  than  ar- 
gpinents,^  the  attention  of  the  House  haa  been 
diverted  into  diffnwt  channels,  and  the  subject- 
matter  of  debate  has  been  changed  from  my 
question  first  propounded  to  the  Chur,  to  other 
and  different  qaestions,  almost  wititont  nnmbOT, 
and  all  of  them,  rir,  relating  to  me,  all  their 
object  being,  to  the  very  last,  down  to  this  final 
resolution,  offered. by  the  gentleman  from  Yiiv 
ginis,  Qii.  Fattoh  ;)  I  sqr,  dr,  the  oi^eot  of 
them  all  has  been  to  pass  censure  npon  ma. 
Tea,  nr,  to  pass  oensore,  ^ther  direct  or  Im- 
plied, npon  myself,  fat  having  aslnd  a  dni|de 
qaestion  of  the  Speaker  t 

I  do  not  propose,  rir,  to  go  throogh  all  the 
speeches  which  fell  upon  me  so  thickly,  which 
came  down,  ponndng  npon  me  like  so  many 
esfles  upon  a  dove,  calling  me  infamous,  with 
other  hami  expressions ;  nay,  from  one  quarter 
of  the  House  I  heard  cries  "  Expel  him  1  Expel 
him  I  "  However,  rir,  I  will  lay  all  this  aride. 
first  came  a  resolution  by  the  gentieman  from 
Geoi^a,  (Mr.  Hatkbs  ;)  that  was  succeedecT  by 
the  resoiution  of  the  gentieman  from  Sonth 
Carolina,  (Mr.  T«>MFa(Hr ;)  then  oame  a  modifi- 
cation by  the  gentieman  from  Alabama,  (Hr. 
IiBwiaj)— all  of  them,  sir,  reminding  me  of 
what  Ihune  Quickly  says :  '*  Oh  1  day  and  night, 
bnt  these  are  bitter  words."  Yes,  air,  Huiy  all 
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contained  very  bitter  words  agdnst  me ;  bnt, 
nnfiai^anately,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  joV  and 
hopes  of  certain  triumph,  when  the  gentlemen 
were  quite  rare  of  at  least  two-thiras  of  the 
votes  of  this  Home  against  me,  I  was  obliged 
to  ask  that,  if  brought  as  a  onlprit  to  the  bar, 
to  receive  censure  as  a  criminal,  the  gentlemen 
would  first  amend  their  resolatlon  a  little,  be- 
cause it  was  contrary  to  facts.  Well,  sir,  they 
took  advantage  of  my  suggestion,  and  whisk 
came  another  reBoIutioo,  as  bitter  as  the  first, 
charging  mo  as  guilty  of  a  gross  contempt  of 
the  House;  then  came  a  second  resolution, 
hrin{^g  me  in  guilty  of  trifiing  with  the  House, 
because,  aa  it  was  presnmed,  I  suffered  the 
House  to  believe  the  nets  to  be  true  ;  and  so, 
sir,  I  was  to  be  bronght  to  the  bar  of  the  House 
for  letting  the  Hoose  believe  what  tbey  bad  not 
the  slightest  right  to  believe  I  I  was  to  be  found 
guilty,  sir,  for  permitting  the  House  to  believe 
as  tnie  a  thing  which  l£ere  had  not  been  oue 
word  uttered  by  me  anthoriziog  them  even  to 
infer,  much  less  to  believe.  Another  resolu- 
tion was  then  discussed,  but  it  had  not  been 
long  before  the  House,  when  it  was  found  that 
it  would  not  do ;  and  then  came  a  fresh  resolu- 
tion ;  at  lost,  after  all,  came  the  proposition  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Dbouoooui,)  of  which  I  shall  not  speak  much, 
though  it  might,  pertiaps,  have  been  made  a 
theme  for  merrunent  to  the  House ;  for  it  was 
oharged  upon  me  by  this  FesoluUon  that  I  had 
given  ctAor  to  an  idea;  to  this  resolution  an 
amendment  was  proposed,  which  was  immedi- 
ately seconded  by  the  gentieman  from  Alabama, 
(Mr.  Lewis  ;)  and  this  also  was  a  motion  censur- 
ing me  for  giving  color  to  an  idea ;  then,  im- 
mediately after,  as  nothing  yet  would  answer  the 
purpose,  whisk  came  another  resolution,  chang- 
ing the  whole  ground,  and  ceusuring  me,  not 
for  what  I  had  done,  but  for  what  I  had  not 
done ;  because,  forsooth,  I  had  given  color  to 
an  idea.  Bnt  the  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr. 
EvAss)  has  anticipated  me  in  most  of  the  ob- 
■ervatioQs  I  proposed  to  make  on  this  charge, 
and  I  shall  say  no  more  on  .that  sptijeot 

I  did  not  get  up  Booa  enou^  to  set  dl  these 
gentlemen  right,  to  show  them  -Qie  best  way  to 
oenenre  me,  and  prevent  them  from  running 
wild  in  the  manner  tbey  had  done,  bringing  for- 
ward resolutions  in  such  rapid  succession,  but 
all  of  them,  unfortunately  for  tiie  movers,  con- 
trary to  facts.  I  beg  the  honorable  gentlemen 
Qtman,  Lewis  and  Thompsok)  to  remember 
that  when  I  soy  there  was  not  one  word  of 
truth  in  this  last  resolution  of  theirs,  I  do  not 
intend  to  impeach  their  veracity ;'  there  are  no 
two  men  in  whom  I  would  place  more  confi- 
dence, so  far  as  to  confide  to  them  all  that  I 
possess ;  but  I  say  that,  in  ofi'ering  this  resoln- 
Uon  to  the  Hoose,  inflicting  censure  upon  one 
who  has  never,  in  all  his  parliamentary  career, 
given  ofience  to  them,  they  went  a  little  beyond 
the  bounds  of  that  course  of  condnot  which  is 
due  ftom  one  gentleman  of  this  House  to  an- 
other ;  and  I  would  ooij  give  ^nea.  one  word 
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of  friendly  admonition,  that,  when  In  future, 
they  may  wish  to  censure  me,  th«y  would  first 
be  carefol  to  pay  more  attention  to  facts. 

[Mt.  Lewis  explained.  He  (Mr.  L.)  had  risen 
in  his  place  and  inquired  what  was  the  charac- 
ter of  the  petition;  this  was  foil  two  hoars 
before  he  had  any  idea  that  it  was  not  a  peti- 
tion for  abolition,] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  (Mr.  A)  was  ex- 
tremely glad  to  admit  the  explanation,  and  he 
hoped  the  gentlemen  would  not  feel  it  unkind 
when  he  only  gave  them  his  advice — advice 
from  an  old  man  addressed  to  those  who  were 
yet  young ;  and  that  advice  was,  that  when  in 
fhture  they  charged  others  with  crimes,  first  to 
he  quite  sore  of  uieir  facts.  But  he  would  now 
call  fbr  anotiier  explanation  from  the  gentleman 
from  Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson  ;)  and,  if 
that  gentieman  and  the  House  would  permit 
him,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  read  from  the  National 
Intelligencer  the  report  ctf  what  he  had  said  in 
the  House,  and  would  beg  to  ask  that  gentle- 
man (Mr.  TnoMreoK)  if  the  sentimeots  as  here 
reported  are  really  the  expression  of  hia  own 
deliberate  and  refiected  opinion. 

"  Does  the  gentleman,  even  in  the  latitude  irbidi 
he  gives  to  the  right  of  petition,  Hiink  that  it  in- 
cludes slaves  f  If  lie  does  not,  be  has  wilfolly  vio- 
lated the  rules  of  the  House  and  the  feelings  of  its 
members.  Does  that  gentleman  know  that  Qiere  are 
laws  In  all  the  slave  States,  and  here,  fm  the  ponlsb- 
ment  of  those  who  excute  insurrection  f  I  can  tdl 
him  that  there  are  snch  things  tm  grand  jnries ;  and 
if,  wr,  the  juries  of  this  District  have,  as  I  doubt  not 
they  have,  proper  intelligence  and  spirit,  he  may 
yet  be  made  amenable  to  another  tribonal,  and  we 
may  yet  see  an  Inoendiary  Iwoagbt  to  condign  paniili- 
ment" 

[Mr.  Thompson  explained.  He  (Mr.  T.)  woold 
state  to  the  House  that  he  had  thought  there 
was  not  one  human  being  living  who  entertain- 
ed the  opinion  that  slaves  had  any  right  to 
petition,  under  any  circumstances.  "When  he 
(Mr.  T.)  first  heard  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Adams,)  it  appeared  to  him  (Mr. 
T.)  that  the  gentleman  had  acted  wilAilly,  until 
he  afterwards  heard  him  state  difilbrently.  As 
to  the  other  pinlion  of  the  report,  he  (Mi.  T.) 
had  thonght  at  the  time  it  was  a  petition  for 
tiie  abolition  of  slavery  which  had  been  pre- 
sented, on  which  account  he  had  characterized 
it  aa  he  had  done  in  the  remirt.  He  (Mr.  T.) 
spoke  aa  a  lawyer,  and  woula  observe  that  such 
is  the  law  in  Bouth  Carolina.] 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  There,  sir,  stands  the 
sentiment ;  there  is  the  written  record,  in  which 
the  gentleman  has  threatened  me  with  an  in- 
dictment before  the  grand  jury  of  the  District 
of  Oolumbia,  as  a  felon  and  an  incendiary,  for 
words  spoken  in  this  House  I  And  now  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Oarolina) 
hu  again  avowed  the  sentiment,  and  declares 
that,  if  the  petition  had  been  such  as  he  imag- 
ed, he  would  still  not  only  coll  me  to  the  bar 

this  House,  to  be  reprimanded  by  the  Speak- 
er, bnt,  in  additicm  to  this,  he  wonld  iikTok« 
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fhe  vengeance  of  a  grand,  jury  upon  my  head  t 
Yes,  sir,  he  (Ur.  TaoHPSON)  wonld  make  a 
member  of  this  House  amenable  to  a  grand 
jury  I  Such  beiog  the  case,  sir,  I  would  beg  to 
mvite  that  gentleman,  when  be  goes  Lome,  to 
study  a  little  the  first  principles  of  civil  liberty. 
As  tliat  gentleman  appears  here  tbe  representa- 
tive of  slaveholders,  I  should  like  to  know,  sir, 
how  many  others  there  are,  if  any,  who  are 
wepared  to  ^endorse  his  sentiments.  If  this 
House,  sir,  is  come  to  Una  point ;  if  a  member 
of  Congress,  in  presenting  a  petition,  let  it  be 
for  whatever  object  it  may,  is  amenable,  not  to 
this  House,  sir,  but  to  the  grand  Jnry  of  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  if  this  is  t2ie  opinion  of 
the  daveholdiDg  gentlemen,  let  it  go  before  the 
nation  ;  let  the  people  know  who  ihej  are  who 
have  uttered  such  a  sentiment,  and  made  each 
on  avowal  I 

[Mr.  Wise  rose  and  said  he  wonld  not  en- 
dorse that  sentiment ;  if  he  (Kr.  W.)  thought 
that  the  members  of  the  legidative  branch 
were  responsible  to  any  tribanalj  that  of  the 
grand  and  petit  juries  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia would  be  the  last  in  the  world  he  would 
wish  to  see  this  House  (which  represented  the 
sovereign  people  of  America)  responsible  to. 
This  little  ti-ibunal  of  the  District,  to  which  it 
was  proposed  to  subject  the  American  people, 
in  the  persons  of  their  representatives,  was  no- 
toriously tinder  the  dictation  and  authority  of 
tKe  Executive,  who  already  dictated  both  to  the 
Senate  and  to  this  Honse.] 

Mr.  Adams,  in  continuation,  replied.  If  the 
law  of  South  Carolina  is  a  good  argument  to 
tJie  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Thompsok,^  and  if  a  member  of  that  Lej^sla- 
tore  is  mode  amenable  for  words  spoken  in  de- 
bate, not  only  to  Ae  Legislature,  bnt  also  to 
the  grand  and  petit  juries — if  that,  sir,  is  the 
law  of  S<}uth  Carolina,  I  thank  God  I  am  not 
a  dtizen  of  South  Carolina  I   [Great  agitation.] 

In  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  where  the 
Speiiker  of  Sie  Honse  of  Oommons  is  subject 
to  be  approved  of  by  the  King  before  his  eleo> 
tion  is  confirmed,  even  there,  nr.  tbe  first  thing 
the  Speaker  addresses  to  the  King,  after  his 
election,  is  a  demand  of  freedom  of  speech  in 
the  House ;  and  the  King  never  sends  him, 
ur,  to  the  grand  or  petit  jury,  to  know  bow  far 
the  House  is  under  liability  for  words  snioken  in 
debate.  Such  a  seutiment,  sir,  uttered  in  this 
Honse,  such  a  threat  held  out  to  the  representa- 
tives of  this  nation,  when  it  shall  come  before 
thb  world  in  the  report  of  this  debate,  cannot 
fful  to  excite  contempt  and  amazement ;  and  it 
will  be  a  matter  of  no  less  surprise  that,  when 
utterance  was  nven,to  such  a  sentiment,  it  was 
not  immedisteil^  rebuked  by  the  Speaker.  If^ 
sir,  a  resolution  of  censure  was  ever  odled  for, 
I  know  not  what  ooold  more  impvatively  de- 
mand it  than  such  a  declaration  made  in  this 
House.  I  know  not  what  it  ooold  be  posuble 
to  utter  more  proper  to  snbject  any  member  to 
be  called  to  answer  for  as  a  gross  contempt  up- 
on tills  House  1  Vba^  sir  I   We^  the  repre- 


sentatives  of  the  nation,  are  all  of  us  subject 
to  the  grand  jury  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  words  here  spoken!  We  from  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  States  are  liable,  sir,  to  be  indicted 
as  felons  and  incendiaries  for  presenting  peU- 
tions  not  exactly  agreeable  to  some  members 
from  the  South  ?  Is  that  the  tenure  on  which 
we  hold  our  seats  1  If  it  is,  I  wish  the  House 
may  pass  the  resolution  that  whoever  hereafter 
proposes  to  hand  up  a  petition  from  slaves  is  an 
enemy  to  the  Union.  If  this,  sir,  is  the  condi- 
tion of  this  House,  tlie  gentleman  from  Vi^inia 
(Mr.  Wise)  has  anticipated  me  in  what  I  was 
going  to  say:  If  a  grand  jury,  to  which  the 
gentleman  (Mr,  Thompson)  proposes  to  make 
me  amenable  for  things  done  m  this  HoOM 
consUtated  as  in  the  nature  of  things  a  grand 
Jniy  will  be  in  this  District — if  tbey  are  to  be 
the  avengers  of  words  spoken  in  this  House,  it 
will  not  be  long  before  the  gentleman  himself 
will  have  to  answer  before  a  grand  jury  as  an 
incendiary  for  things  said  not  pleasing  to  the 
Executive  1  Iict  uiat  gentlem^  let  everr 
member,  ask  his  own  heart,  wiUi  what  confi- 
dence, with  what  peaceful  ease,  with  what  free- 
dom, with  what  firmness,  would  he  be  able  to 
give  utterance  to  his  real  sentiments  and  ophi- 
ions,  if  he  felt,  as  he  was  speaking,  that  for 
every  word,  for  every  prop<»ition,  relating  to 
human  freedom,  he  was  liable  to  be  brought  up 
for  puni^ment  as  a  felon  before  a  grand  jury 
of  the  District  of  Columbia?  A  jury,  sir,  (a 
twelve  men,  appointed  by  a  marshal,  holding  . 
his'  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  President  I 
And  tliia  jnry  is  to  be  the  supreme  Judge  of  the 
sovereign  American  people,  in  the  persons  of 
their  representatives  t 

I  have  dwelt,  sir,  so  long  upon  this  topic 
that,  in  order  to  spare  the  time  of  the  Honse, 
I  shall  endeavor  to  abridge  what  remains  for 
me  to  say.  I  do  not  know  bnt  that  I  diould 
be  willing  to  take  the  question  on  the  whole 
propodtimi  oouaring  me,  witiiont  even  aaying 
one  word  in  my  own  defence,  leaving  it  oitire 
ly  to  the  good  soue  and  to  the  Jotfaoe  d  the 
Honse.  But  It  is  not  possihle  for  me  to  pas 
over  in  silence  the 'sentiment  to  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  (Hr.  Thompson)  gave  utter- 
ance, and  whidi  was  not,  as  it  ougM  to  have 
been,  immediately  put  down  by  the  Speaker. 
Sir,  I  do  not  even  yet  know  what  is  the  answer 
of  the  Honse  to  the  qnwtion  propounded  by 
myself;  no  question  has  been  t^en  upon  it ;  it 
does  not  yet  appear  what  portion  of  the  South 
assents  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson.)  It  is  not  my 
desire,  sir,  to  urge  this  point  further  than  an 
imperative  sense  of  what  is  my  duty  requires 
me  to  do,  and,  on  this  account,  I  repeat  I  can- 
not pass  It  over  in  silence.  I^  wh«i  the  gen- 
tieman,  (Mr.  Thompsok,)  instead  of  coming  at 
once  to  a  solution  of  that  qnestioQ|  bronpit 
forward  his  resolution  of  censure  against  me— 
sir,  if  he  thou^t  to  frighten  me  from  my  pur- 
pose—if that)  rir,  was  his  object,  he  mistook 
nis  manl  I  am  not  to  be  intimidated  by  Hie 
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gentleman  from  South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Thomp- 
«OH,)  Dor  hj  idl  the  grand  juries  in  the  miiverse. 
The  right  which  every  member  of  this 
Honse  holds  his  seat  here  is  of  the  deepest  and 
utmost  importance  to  the  whole  nation ;  and  I 
trust  this  debate  will  be  read  by  every  portion 
of  the  country,  and  that,  among  other  astonish- 
ing things  in  this  debate,  the  ai^nishing  threat 
of  the  gentleman  will  not  he  unnoticed.  "We 
have  heard,  sir,  of  the  great  superiority  of 
An^o-Saxon  blood.  What^  idrl  is  tiiere  a 
drop  of  that  Uood  flowing  in  the  veins  of  any 
man  who  will  subaeribe  to  mck  a  poUtioid  doc- 
as  this  t  How  littie  does  snob  a  person 
nnderstand  of  the  tme  principles  of  freedom  in 
relation  to  the  powers  of  a  legislative  assem- 
bly I  I  would  ask  every  member  of  this  House, 
what  would  have  been  the  issue  if,  in  the  Brit- 
ish House  of  Commons,  to  which  I  have  al- 
.ready  alluded,  one  member  of  Parliament  should 
tell  another  member  that,  for  what  he  had  sud 
or  done  in  Parliament,  he  should  be  made  amen- 
able to  the  grand  jury  of  the  city  of  Westmins- 
ter *  Sir,  it  would  be  too  ridiculous  for  indig- 
nation ;  it  would  excite  one  universal  shout  of 
laughter;  it  would  from  thenceforth  render 
him  who  had  uttered  tiie  menace, 

**  Sftcnd  to  Tldlenl«  bU  wbol*  life  Img, 
And  the  sad  bnrdeo  of  aome  meny  soDg." 

It  is  Doi  possible  for  me  to  make  my  d^nce 
in  any  system  or  order.  All  tiiat  I  say  is  una- 
voidably deanltory,  and  I  cannot  find  how  to 
arran^  a  reply  to  charges  made  in  snoh  variety 
and  disorder.  When  I  take  up  one  idea,  before 
I  can  give  color  to  the  idea,  it  has  already 
changed  its  form,  and  presents  itself  fbr  con- 
mderation  under  other  colors.  The  attack  upon 
myself  has  assumed  so  many  forms  that  I  can 
compare  it  to  nothing  so  well  as  to  an  actor  on 
the  stage,  who  changes  his  dreasea  aod  makes 
bis  appearance  so  fr^uently  in  diffiurent  guise, 
tixatnotmecBnteUthatitiatiiesamfaottKr.  Just 
so  are  all  the  reaolntjUms,  variable  and  changing, 
which  charge  me  with  {^ving  color  to  an  idea. 
If  I  were  to  plead  guilt/,  what  is  the  offence  ? 
Am  I  to  be  found  guilty  for  riving  color  to  an 
idea !  Or,  if  I  would  defend  myself,  what  ex- 
cuse can  be  alleged?  What  defence  can  be 
made  ag^nst  this  new  crime  of  giving  color  to 
ideas )  I  am  not  able,  therefore,  to  act  as  if  I 
knew  what  was  the  cause  which  existed  for 
passii^  censure  upon  me.  But,  I  beg  to  say,  I 
should  deem  it  to  be  the  heaviest  calamity 
which  has  ever  befallen  me  in  the  course  of  a 
life  ehcqaraed  with  many  vidadtudea,  if  a  vote 
d  oensote  from  tiiia  House  ahoold  pass  tip<»i 
my  name,  or  upon  any  action  of  mine  in  this 
House.  Yes,  sir,  I  profess  and  avow  that,  in 
the  whole  course  of  my  life,  this  would  be 
what  I  should  regard  the  heaviest  of  all  calam- 
ities which  had  befallen  me  I  And  now,  when 
I  tiiua  speak,  am  I  treating  with  contempt  this 
House?  Have  I  ever  done  so?  Has  not  the 
honor  of  this  House  been  among  the  first  and 
dearest  sentiments  of  my  Iraart!  I  have  rever- 


[Fkbbuabt,  ]887. 

enced  this  Honse  as  the  representatives  of  the 
whole  people  of  this  TTnion.  I  have  further  felt 
that  sentiment  which  is  called  the  esprit  ds 
corpt.  I  appeal  to  this  Honse  if  I  have  not 
been  the  first  to  come  forward  and  defend  its 
honor  and  dignity  on  more  than  one  occasion. 
"When  members  of  this  House,  in  the  habit  of 
voting  differently  from  myse^,  were  charged 
with  liabili^  to  bribery,  when  it  was  said  of 
them  (and  tiiat  by  one  to  whom  they  are  most 
devoted)  that  they  wmld  have  been  bribed,  I, 
dr,  waa  the  first  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  in- 
tegrity of  the  House,  and  to  repel  the  fbul  accu- 
sation t  Agfdn,  when  other  charges  were  made 
against  the  honor  of  this  Honse,  (from  what 
quarter  I  will  not  say,)  was  I  found  back- 
ward in  supporting  its  diaracter  I  Are  these  in- 
stances of  contempt?  And  now  am  I  to  be 
brought  to  the  bar  for  a  contempt  of  this 
House,  for  doing  that  which  was  done  in  tiie 
most  respectftil  manner  which  it  was  possible 
to  devise?  For  asking  a  question  of  the 
Speaker ;  consulting  him  first  upon  the  admis- 
Eibility  of  a  petition  by  the  rules  of  the  House  ? 
If  I  am  deserving  censure  for  making  this  in- 
qniry  of  the  SpeeJcer,  your  Speaker,  who  made 
the  inquiry  of  the  House,  is  rnnoh  more  deserv- 
ing of  censure.  But  if  a  mqorit/  of  this  House 
shall  be  found  to  pass  oenaure  on  me^  be  tt 
so ;  and  if  I  have  an  enemy,  let  him  know  that 
he  has  triumphed ;  for  a  worse  calamity  could 
not  beMl  me  on  earth. 

My  first  objection  to  the  resolution  of  the 
honorable  gentieman  from  Yii^inia  (Mr.  Pat- 
ton)  is,  that  it  does  not  meet  and  answer  mj 
question.  It  does  not  say,  if  the  House  wUi 
receive  a  ^tition  from  slaves,  or  if  it  will  not; 
that  question,  the  original  question,  and  the  one 
still,  as  I  think,  before  the^ouse,  is  not  met ; 
we  are  left  in  the  dark  whether  it  is  proper  or 
not ;  DO  one  knows,  Bnt  suppose  it  is  proper, 
where  then  is  the  offence  m  asking  if  it  be 
proper?  And  Buppoae  the  House  detide  that 
It  is  improper,  where  then  is  the  offence  in  as- 
certaining, in  asking  merely,  what  is  the  diE- 

Cosition  of  the  House !  Let  thu  qnestion  be 
rought  to  a  vote ;  I  wish  to  record  my  vote  on 
this  subject ;  I  consider  it  among  my  most  im- 
perioos  duties  to  do  so;  the  liberty  of  every 
member  of  Congress  depends  upon  the  ques^ 
tion;  and  let  me  say,  if  the  House  has  any 
respect  for  itself,  it  will  never  pass  such  a  vote 
as  this,  namely,  that  the  House  will  refuse  to 
receive  a  x>ctitioQ  from  slaves.  . 

The  next  objection  which  9  have  to  state 
against  the  resolution  of  censure  is  this :  in- 
stead of  answering  the  question  put  by  me  to 
the  Chair,  it  turns  npon  uie  man ;  it  runs  away 
from  the  question,  and  fixes  upon  an  ideal  man, 
on  "  whosoever  hereafter  ahaU  propose  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  from  daves,"  he,  the  ideal  man, 
the  fhture  existence,  "is  an  enemy  to  the 
Union.^'  What  is  all  that,  sir,  but  the  same  ia 
substance  as  the  intimidanon  which  was  made 
hy  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
llvoicFSOH,)  that  whoever  presented  such  a 
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petition  ahoTiId  be  broogbt  before  the  grand 
jury  OS  incendiaries?  It  iB  a  declaration,  it  is 
a  menace,  a  threat,  that  anj  member  who  shall 
hereafter  present  a  petition  fh}m  j^rsona  held 
in  slaverr,  be  the  object  of  the  petition  ever  so 
reasonable,  shall  be  amenable  to  panishment ; 
it  is  a  tiireat,  a  menace,  a  terrifying  limitation 
to  the  freedom  of  speech  and  action  in  this 
Home.  ^  the  vote  pass,  I,  sir,  shall  snbmit, 
and  will  not  present  the  petition ;  bnt,  at  the 
same  time,  I  shall  think  that  it  is  a  most  dis- 
gracefiil  resolution,  sorrendering  up  at  once  the 
r^hts  of  every  man  in  this  House.  What 
member  of  Oongress,  dr,  who  thinks  as  X  do, 
and  who  might  present  petitions  from  slaves, 
founded  on  just  and  reasonable  grounds,  would 
feel  himself  a  free  agent  in  this  House  ?  ITot 
only  he  is  interdicted  from  presenting  such  a 
petition,  but,  at  the  same  time,  his  fr^om  of 
action  is  placed  nnder  limitation  in  this  House. 
Ttj  such  a  step  the  whole  question  of  liberty 
and  yidependence  is  surrendered,  is  abandoned  I 
It,  by  thu  resolution,  yon  decide  that  a  man  is 
infhmons  for  making  a  proposition  in  this 
House,  which  in  itself  is  not  unreasonable,  bnt 
whibh  ^ves  offence  only  because  it  comes  from 
a  human  being  who  la  la  a  state  of  slavery— if 
you  do  this,  when  once  you  have  taken  this 
step,  you  may  next  expect  resolutions  declaring 
a  member  in  the  ndnwlty  infiunons  tor  diqileas- 
ing  the  majority. 

In  reference  to  the  second  resolution,  I  not 
only  do  not  assent  to  it,  but  I  ask  as  a  right  of 
the  House  not  to  pass  it.  It  is  only  a  substitnte 
for  all  the  other  resolutions  of  a  stronger  char- 
acter, which  appeared  and  disappeared,  one 
after  the  other ;  all  of  tiiem,  however,  calling 
me  to  the  bar  to  answer,  as  if  guilty  of  con- 
tenqit  towards  the  House.  This  resolution, 
however,  goes  upon  the  ground  that  I  submit, 
that  I  plead  guilty ;  and  therefore,  out  of  pure 
kindness,  ,as  I  have  acknowledged  the  offence, 
there  is  no  necessity  of  fhrther  action  in  refer- 
ence to  me ;  it  presumes  that  I  have  made  con- 
cessions which  I  have  not  made,  and  that  bnt 
for  such  supposed  concessions,  I  ought  to  have 
been  punished,  for  doing  my  duty  in  this 
House!  If  such  a  resolution  as  this  were  to 
pass,  it  would  be  said  that,  upon  the  most  im- 

Sirtaut  qnestioD  that  ever  came  before  the 
onse  since  its  first  ori^n,  I  had  reodved  a 
pardon  from  the  Hoose— that  the  House  had 
fo^TOL  me.  Foi:give  mOf  airt  What  for? 
For  any  violation  of  tiie  rules  ckT  the  House? 
Was  it  a  violation  of  the  mles  to  ask  the 
Speaker  if  a  paper  not  presented  cune  under 
the  rules,  and  so  miffht  be  presented!  Was 
that  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  House? 
Bnt  suppose  for  a  moment  that  it  was  a  viola- 
tion of  any  rule  to  ask  a  question  of  the  Speak- 
er, what  was  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  ?  Ought 
he  not  to  have  answered  the  question,  and  to 
have  said  "  No ;  "  and  that  the  paper  I  held  in 
my  possession  it  would  be  ont  of  order  to  pre- 
sent! If  the  Spe^er  did  not  reboke  me,  but 
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said,  as  he  lUd  say,  that  it  was  a  novel  question, 
and  that  he  would  take  the  advice  of  the  H008& 
then,  if  I  am  to  be  indicted  before  the  grand 
jury  as  a  felon  and  an  incendiary,  the  Si^aker 
must  be  indicted  along  witii  me  for  putting  to 
the  advice  of  the  Honae  tim  qnestion  wbiob.  he 
pnt  to  it :  I  only  put  the  question  to  the  ^>eak- 
er,  but  the  Speaker  pnt  the  questicm  to  the 
House. 

I  am  content  that  the  whole  question  go  be- 
fore the  nation  as  it  is  reported  m  the  Kationsl 
InteUigencer  of  this  morning.  And  here  I  will 
say  thi^  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  given  the 
least  particle  of  offence  to  the  Houb&  nor  <tt 
having  d^ne  any  thing  which  I  would  not  do 
over  agam.  My  condnot  was  dictated  by  a 
sense  of  duty,  and  in  the  same  persuasion  of 
what  was  my  duty  I  remun  still  unshaken. 
Bat,  sir,  among  other  things  all^^ed  as  reasons 
for  oensuriog  me,  it  has  been  said  I  have  trifled 
with  the  House.  I  have  already  distJidmed, 
and  again  I  not  only  disd^  any  sooh  inten- 
ti(Hi,  bnt  I  deny  that  any  man  In  this  Honae 
has  ever  bad  cause  to  believe  that  J  ever  trifled 
with  the  House.  Such  was  not  my  intention ; 
I  never  was  more  serious  in  any  moment  of  my 
Ufe ;  therefore,  I  am  unwilling  that  a  resolutitni 
should  pass  containing  the  declaration  that  the 
House  ceased  all  fhrther  action  on  the  subject 
because  I  made  disclaimers.  I  renounce  all  ad- 
vanta^s  on  the  ground  of  my  having  made  a 
disclaimer.  WhUe  I  totally  disolum  any  intern 
tion  of  trifling  with  the  House,  while  I  totally 
disclfum  any  purpose  of  {^endhig  or  provoking 
any  of  the  members  of  this  House,  while  I 
totally  disclaim  any  contemptuous  oourse  or 
any  vioIati(Hi  of  the  rules  and  ordna  of  the 
Hons&  dr,  at  the  Hime  time,  I  diidafan  not  on' 
partide  of  what  I  have  done;  not  a  idngie 
word  of  what  I  hare  said  do  I  unsay ;  nay,  I 
am  ready  to  do  and  to  aay  the  same  again  to- 
morrow. One  word  in  condnddn:  I  wodd 
only  beg  the  Hoofle  and  the  oountry  to  exoner- 
ate me  from  the  charge  of  consnming  the  time 
of  the  House  here.  If  the  House  had  steered 
the  i>etitions  to  be  laid  on  the  table  with  the 
multitude  of  petitions  there  already  buried  in 
oblivion,  no  one  would  have  heard  of  it  any 
more.  As  to  the  time  occupied  by  me  in  pre- 
senting petitions,  the  whole  time  employed  by 
me  in  the  fhlfilment  of  this  great  daty  has  never 
at  any  <Hie  time  exceeded  half  an  hour.  It 
members  have  risen  to  obstruct  me  in  itAng  vaj 
duty,  raimng  questiona  and  debating  them  inter- 
minably, I  wpeal  to  this  ^mse,  I  appeal  to  the 
nation,  that  it  is  not  I  who  am  auwoable  for 
this  loss  of  time. 

Ur.  WiLiJAMs,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GaoLsoN  called  flir  tin  yeaa  and  naji; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Unobbwood  moved  an  a^'oninment. 

Kr.  BouLiHH  called  for  the  yeas  and  ni^; 
which  were  not  ordered ;  and  the  motion  to- 
a^oum  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
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The  questiou  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  tiie  negative 
~-Teas  69,  nays  187. 

So  the  motion  to  la^r  cm  the  tahle  was  decided 
in  the  n^ative. 

Hr.  TmuAiu,  of  Eentoeky,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the  mun  question ; 
which  were  not  ordered ;  and  the  main  qaea- 
tiou  was  then  ordered  to  be  pnt. 

Ur.  Cambbblbno  called  fw  a  £viuon  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  sepuate^  on 
each  resolution. 

The  question  was  tiien  taken  on  the  first 
resolution,  in  the  followiug  words : 

*'  1.  Buolved,  That  any  member  who  lhall  here- 
after present  any  petition  from  the  slavea  of  this 
rnioa  ought  to  be  considered  as  regardless  of  the 
feelings  of  the  House,  the  rights  of  tiie  Southern 
States,  and  unfriendly  to  the  Union: " 
And  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  92,  nays 
106,  as  follows : 

Tus.— Messrs.  Alford,  Beale,  Bdl,  Booldio,  Boyd, 
BynsnL  Jobs  Calhoott,  Cambreleiw,  Osnwb^  Cut- 
tar,  Jolm  Cbsmbets,  Ghapmsn,  ^ithsnid  H.  Clai- 
borne, Jdm  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clereland,  Cedes,  Con- 
nor, Crtig,  Cramer,  Cuabman,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
Dromgoole,  DonUp,  Elmore,  Forester,  French,  James 
Garland,  Rice  Oariaod,  Gbolson,  Glascock,  Graham, 
Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Joseph  Hall, 
Earner,  Hannegan,  Harden,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Hsynes,-  Holsey,  Htdt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
HuntsmuL  Jenifer,  Joami  Johnson,  OaTeJohnaon, 
John  W.  Jones,  laider,  Levis,  Lc^fsII,  Loess,  Lyon, 
Abi|ah  Ham),  afsrdn,  Koses  Mascm,  Xaury,  UcKay, 
VoLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Ow- 
ens, Patton,  Peyton,  Pickens,  Rnduiey,  Resicher, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  RidnrdsoB,'  Robertson,  Rogers, 
WUlismB-Shenatd,  AiwoBtmeH.  Oiepperd,  Shields, 
Btutdefer,  TtlmfeiTO,  Thomas,  Wad^  ThcHnpscn, 
Tamer,  Vanderpoel,  Ward,  White,  Lewis  WilKsms, 
Sherrod  WilliamB,  Wise,  Tell— 92. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adaios,  Chilton  Allan,  Hemoo 
Alien,  Anthony,  Ashley,  Buley,  Barton,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Bums,  William  B.  Cdhoon,  Casey,  George 
'  Chambera,  Cbftoej,  Chapfai,  Chetwood,  Chllds,  CIa£, 
Offiwin,  Crtne,  Ciuhing,  Dartington,  Denny,  Brans, 
Bverett,  Fowler,  Fry,  Pidler,  Gdbraith,  Gillc^Gnn- 
ger,  Orennell,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hirper, 
Bamuel  S.  Haimson,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Herod, 
Hoar,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingersoll, 
William  Jackson,  Janes,  Jarvi^  Beiyamin  Jones, 
EennOn,  Kllgore,  Elingensmith,  Lute,  l«porte,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Unooln,  Lmod, 
Love,  Job  Mann,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  M<£ai- 
nin,  Milligan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parker, 
Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Phelps,  Phillips, 
Potts,  Reed,  John  Reynolds,  Russell,  Sdienck,  Sey- 
mour, Shhin,  Kckl^  Slade,  Sloone,  %)angler, 
Sprague,  Storer,  Sutherlsnd,  JiMin  Tlwnuon,  Qider- 
woo<^  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey— 106. 

Bo  the  first  resolntion  was  rejected, 

Ur.  Pickens  said  as  the  first  resolution  had 
been  rqeoted,  he  hoped  the  mover  would  with- 
draw the  eeocmd. 

The  OuzB  replied  that  the  resolntion  oould 
not  now  be  withdrawn. 
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Mr.  HAnTBOAN  moved  to  lay  t2ie  second  r«a»> 
lution  on  the  table;  wfaidi  was  pronounced  to 
be  out  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tho  second 
resolution,  which  is  as  follows: 

"  2.  Seaolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  Q.  Adams  hav- 
ing solemnly  disclaimed  all  design  of  doing  any  thing 
disrespeotfbl  to  the  House  in  the  inquiry  he  mode 
the  Speaker  as  to  the  petition  purporting  to  be  from 
daves,  and  having  avowed  bis  intentiw  not  to  offer 
to  present  the  potion  if  the  House  was  of  opinion 
tbat  it  ought  not  to  be  presented — therefore,  oU 
further  proceedinga  In  t^ard  to  his  conduot  do  now 
oease: " 

And  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  fll,  mj»  187, 
as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs:  Bell,  Black,  John  Oslhoon,  Gbiter, 
H.  CUbome,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cnig,  De- 
berry,  Dunlap,  Gholson,  Huntsman,  Jenifer,  Lawler, 
A.  Mann,  Maury,  Peyton,  Robertson,  ^elds,  Stan- 
defer,  Wagener,  a  Williams—Si. 

Nats.— Messn.  Alford,  C.  Allan,  H.  Alien,*  An- 
thony, Bailey,  Barton,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bond, 
Borden,  Bouldin,  Boyd,  Bri{^  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Bunts,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Combreleng,  Campbell,  Can-, 
Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  CSianey, 
Ch^unan,  Cbnpin,  C^ietwood,  Childs,  Cloik,  Cleve* 
land,  Corwln,  Crane,  Curbing,  Cnshman,  DarUngtcn, 
Denny,  Doubleday,  Evans,  Everett,  Fowler,  French, 
Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson, 
Grennell,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Hnner, 
Hard,  Hardin,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Honison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Herod,  Hoar,  Holt, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Hunting- 
ton, Ingersoll,  Tngham,  W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Jorvia, 
Joseph  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  £euttoo, 
Eilgore,  Ktingensmitb,  Lane,  I^porte,  Lawrence, 
Lay,  Thomas  Lee,  lincoln,  Lt^an,  Love,  Lucas,  J. 
Mum,  &  Mason,  UeOuty,  McKay,  McKennan,  Uillw, 
MiUIgan,  Montgonmy,  Moigan,  Morris,  Muiilenbeig, 
Page,  Parker,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pearstm, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  Finduiey,  Potts,  Reed,  Jrfm  Rey- 
nolds, Richardson,  Ruasell,  Schenck.  Seymour,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  Shlnn,  Blade,  Sloane,  ^nngler,  Sprague, 
Storer,  Sntheriand,  Thomas,  3.  Tlwmeoo,  Turner, 
Underwood,  Vanderpod,  WardwelLWebster,  Wedn, 
White,  E.  Whittiesey,  Thixnas  T.  WhIttlesQr,  Lenta 
Williams,  Wise— 1S7. 

John  Quincy  Adams  ezoused. 
So  the  second  resolution  was  rejected. 
A  motion  waa  then  made  by  Hr.  Lam  tbat 
the  House  do  adjourn ;  which  was  decided  In 

the  negative — yeas  72,  nays  84. 

Com  nfE,l£.  WhUnty. 
Kr.  WisB  then  rose  and  said :  Hr.  Speaker,  I 
thank  the  House  for  not  a4j(ra>^I°p*  ^ 
detain  it  hut  for  a  few  moments,  and  I  should 
not  press  the  matter  I  have  to  bring  to  its  no- 
tice at  this  time  but  for  the  fact  that  to-mor- 
row, and,  indeed,  during  the  whole  time  of  the 
sessions  of  the  House,  my  duty  will  call  my  at- 
tention to  the  Select  Committee  of  which  I  am 
a  member,  and  from  the  character  of  the  r^vort 
itself.  It  Is  a  report  affecting  a  qneatkn  (Mf 
privilege. 

I  am  directed,  oontbraed  Hx.  W.,  by  Oi* 


Cam  o/R.  M.  WMtuf. 
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committee  appointed  on  the  17th  of  Janaary 
lost,  to  report  tiie  followiDS  resolation,  which, 
I  will  pnnnise,  wbb  adoptM  b]r  the  unanimons 
Tote  of  the  committee.  Ur.  W.  Idieu  read  as 
Mlows: 

**  Benben  U.  WUtney,  iriw  bai  been  nmmoDed 
u  a  witnew  before  this  committee,  having,  by  letter, 
informed  the  committee  of  his  peremptory  refbsal 
to  tttendj  it  becomefl  the  da^  of  the  committee 
to  make  ui6  Hoaie  ee^ii^ted  iritli  the  fact;  there* 
fwe, 

"  J^mluei,  That  the  didnnan  be  Oieoted  to  re> 
port  the  letter  of  Reuben  H.  WUbtef  to  the  Hooee, 
that  rach  order  may  be  taken  thereon  aa  the  dgidty 
and  character  of  the  House  require." 

If  r.  W.  reiterated  the  fact  that  ihia  resolatioQ 
had  been  nnanbionsly  adopted,  and  he  sent  to 
the  GlerVa  taUe  the  letter  of  the  witness,  to- 
gether wiUi  anoUier  letter  showing  the  manner 
m  which  the  former  had  been  commouicatod 
to  Ihe  S^eet  Committee. 

rrhis  letter  was  from  the  Hon.  Abuah  ICum, 
of  Kew  York  j  bnt,  on  ^iplioation,  it  conld  not 
be  obtained.] 

Mr.  W.  continned.  I  will  remark,  sir,  that 
by  this  communication  from  the  member  of  the 
committee  into  whose  hands  the  letter  of  the 
witness  fell  before  it  fell  into  mine,  this  letter 
of  this  contamacions  witness  reached  the  com- 
mittee ;  but  I  conld  not,  from  self-respect,  pre- 
sent it.  Sir,  I  considered  it  disrespectfnl  to 
the  ocnnmittee  as  much  as  to  myself  personallj. 
I  aak  that  it  be  read. 

Mr.  FXAscB,  of  Bbode  Idand,  tM,  nnder  the 
nipporition  that  this  sabject  wonid  come  up  as 
the  Ibrst  bodoess  in  order  to-morrow  morning, 
and  as  it  was  tm»  that  woold  be  likely  to  pro- 
dnce  deb&te,  he  moved  that  the  Honae  atyonm. 


Fbidat,  Febmaiy  10. 

The  nnfinlshed  bn^dness  was  the  report  made 
last  eveidn^  from  Tii.  Wuk,  chairman  of  the 

Select  Committee  appointed  to  inqnire  into  the 
administration  of  za&  ExecntiTe  Departments, 
staUng  that  Reaben  M.  Whitney  hod  refused  to 
^>pear  bcA>re  the  said  committee ;  which  re- 
port was  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  B.  H. 
Whitney,  and  a  memorial  from  him,  sent  for 
presentation  to  the  Speaker  on  Konday  last, 
bat  which  was  not  presented,  owing  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of  Ur.  Adahs. 

The  report  condndes  with  th«  following  reso- 
Inlion : 

"  RetUved^  Tliat  the  ciwinnaD  be  directed  to  re- 
port the  letter  to  tlu  House,  that  such  order  may  be 
taken  as  tlie  dignity  and  diarmcter  of  the  Honae  re- 
quire." 

Kr."  Wisa  asked  that  the  communication  of 
R.  K.  Whitney  be  now  read,  that  the  House 
i^ht  see  what  was  its  character,  and  take  sach 
steps  as,  in  its  jadgment,  might  be  necessary  to 
diiead  iti  own  digiiitjr. 


The  letter  and  memorial  having  been  read, 
The  Spsakbb  said  it  was  proper  he  shonid 
state  that  on  Monday  last,  after  the  meeting  of 
the  House,  a  memorial  of  a  similar  character 
was  laid  on  his  table.  It  was  not  in  order  on 
that  day  for  him  to  present  it,  nor  had  it  been 
in  order  since. 

Mr.  LiNOOLK  then  stetod  that,  in  the  fbw  re- 
marks which  he  had  to  submit,  he  should  make 
no  reference  to  any  proceedings  which  might 
have  occurred  in  reference  to  the  same  indi- 
vidnal  befbre  another  select  eommittee  this 
Honse. 

He  would  offer  the  following  series  vS  rssdn- 
tions  for  the  conrideration  of  the  Honse : 

SetdvtA,  That  Reuben  U.  Whitney,  b  reAidog  to 
appear  as  a  witness  before  a  select  committee  of  uda 
House,  acting  by  the  authority  of  the  House,  under  a 
resolution  of  the  17th  January  last,  after  being  duly 
summoned  thereto,  has  been  guilty  of  a  contempt  of 
the  committee  and  of  the  Honae, 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  addressed  by  the  said 
Reuben  U.  Whitney  to  the  committee,  and  by  the 
oomn^ttee  referred  to  the  notice  of  this  House,  de- 
claring his  determination  peiemptorily  to  dec^ne  to 
^pear  beftm  any  cMnndttee  oonstitated  in  indli 
manner  and  of  ndi  penKms  as  the  {deaaore  and  judg- 
ment of  the  House  sliaU  designate,  until  the  House, 
as  a  condition  precedent,  shall  have  redressed  his 
supposed  irronga,  both  in  the  manner  and  style  of 
communication,  is  oontnmadooa,  arrogant,  and  ofien- 
rive  {  alike  tUsnspeotftd  to  the  House,  and  atteriy 
BubverriTe  of  ita  nriitftal  authority. 

Retotved,  That  the  ^leaker  oC  the  House  iasne  Ids 
wHirant,  directing  the  Bergeant-at-anns  to  take  into 
custody  the  person  of  the  said  Reuben  X.  Whitney, 
that  he  may  be  brought  to  tlie  bar  of  tiie  House  to 
answer  for  the  ctmtempt  aforesaid. 

Ur.  Lakb  snf^ested  that  the  resolution  shonid 
be  so  modified  as  to  give  the  sense  of  the  Honae 
that  Ur.  Whitney  ought  to  appear  before  the 
committee ;  and,  if  saoh  should  be  declared  to 
be  the  sense  of  the  Honse^  Ur.  L.  undertook 
to  say  that  Ur.  Whitney  would  appear  and  an- 
swer questions  as  he  ooght  to  answer  them. 

Mr.  LiNOOLM  here  modified  his  amendment, 
to  read  as  follows: 

Saotved,  That  whereas  the  select  committee  of 
this  House,  acUng  by  the  authority  of  the  House 
under  a  resolution  of  ttw  17th  of  January  last,  has 
reported  that  R.  H.  Whitney  peremptorily  revised  to 
^ve  evidence  in  obedience  to  a  duly  issued 

by  said  oommittea,  and  has  addressed  to  iba  com- 
mittee the  letter  reported  by  said  conunhitee  to  the 
House:  Therefore, 

.  Jietolvtd,  That  tl)e  Speaker  of  this  House  issue 
ills  warrant,  directed  to  the  Sergeantat-arms,  to  take 
into  custody  the  body  of  Reuben  U.  Whitney,  that 
he  may  l>e  brouj^t  to  the  bar  of  the  Houae,  to  an- 
swer for  an  allied  contempt  of  this  House. 

The  sabject  was  fhrther  debated  1^  Messrs. 
Pabxs,  Wiss,  D.  J.  Pbarob,  Bobkbtsoh,  Ukb- 
OBK,  LnrooLN,  and  A.  Mas?. 

Ur.  Boon  moved  the  prevlons  qnestton ;  but 
tfaero  was  no  second.  - 

Ur.  Olubobh^  (tf  lOsriflrippi,  mored  to 
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amend  the  resolntioa  hj  adding  at  the  end 
thereof  "and  that  he  be  aUowed  coniisd,  when 
brought  to  the  bar,  ahonld  he  derire  it" 

The  amendmeDt  waa  accepted  b;^  Ur.  Lin- 
ooLK,  as  a  modification. 

Ur.  OujBOBSTB  then  addressed  the  House  as 
fi^ws: 

Kr.  Speaker,  (said  TSx.  O.,)  let  no  man  call 
me  the  mend  of  Benben  M.  Whltnef .  If  be 

stood  in  that  group,  I  could  scarcely  identify 
him.  I  am  no  lawyer,  nor  do  I  appear  here  as 
his  advocate.  I  confess  myself  prejudiced 
against  him.  The  many  charges,  mysterions 
and  undefined,  which  have  been  brought 
against  him  here  by  gentlemen  high  in  rank — 
the  constant  denunciations  with  which  he  has 
been  visited — the  glittering  tomahawk  which 
has  been  held  over  nis  head,  like  the  sword  of 
Damocles — have  made  upon  my  mind  unfavor- 
able impressions.  There  are  otiier  reasons,  sir, 
which  I)wiU  not  name.  But  he  is  wi  Ameri- 
oan  dtizen,  aconsed  of  a  aerions  o^ice^  and  I 
demand  ooimsel  for  bim.  Sir,  I  voted  last  sea- 
rioD,  time  after  time,  in  a  minority,  with  the 
genUeman  fhnn  Vir^nta,  (2fr.  "Wim,)  for  his 
committee  of  invesUgation.  I  TOted  uniformly 
for  it  this  session ;  bat  I  will  not  consent  th^ 
a  resolution  shall  pass  to  dn^  to  this  bar  a  free 
(ntizen  of  the  repablic,  to  be  tried  by  those  who 
are  prejadiced  against  him,  without  securing  to 
him  the  privilege  of  counsel  I  denoxmce  it  as 
a  high-handed  and  arbitrary  proceeding,  un- 
worthy of  the  age  in  which  we  live,  and  dis- 
graceful to  the  tribunal  that  sanctions  it. 

[Ur.  LnooLN  here  rose  and  accepted  the 
amendment  offered  by  Ur.  Olubobhb.  j 

Ur.  0.  oontinned.  I  am  that  the  gentle- 
man  has  agreed  to  this  act  of  jostioe. .  It  re- 
moves from  this  prooeeding  its  most  obnoxious 
feature.  But  I  doubt,  if  I  do  not  deny,  the  '^ro- 
^ety  of  dragging  'Whitney  to  this  bar.  I  have 
my  doubts  whether  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  con- 
t^pt.  Sir,  your  doctrine  of  contempt  is  a  dan- 
gerous doctrine,  that  ori^ated  In  times  xm- 
nvorahle  to  human  liberty ;  in  those  old  days 
of  privilcfie  aud  prerogative,  when  the  rights 
of  the  citizen,  if  understood,  were  not  d^ned, 
and  when  parliamentary  bodies  were  used  by 
Kings  as  instruments  of  oppresdon  and  perse- 
ontion.  The  power  of  Ooogress  to  punish  for 
contempts,  if  snch  a  power  exists  at  alL  is  not 
expressly  omferred,  but  Is  indd«ital,  and  arises 
a  MemttaU  rei.  Where  is  the  bnnae  in  the 
oonstitntion  making  the  grant  and  defining  a 
ooBtonptl  B&c,  it  is  a  constructive  and  inci- 
dental power.  The  powers  "and  privileges  of 
Congress  are  not,  like  those  of  the  Briti^  Par- 
liament, unlimited,  und^ed,  and  omnipotent ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  are  abridged  and  specific. 
Our  courts  of  justice  have  the  power  to  punish 
for  contempts;  but  it  is  not  a  constmotive 
power,  arising  out  of  the  mere  act  that  eetab- 
nahed  them,  but  was  ooDferred  by  a  statute, 
natriuning  in  its  character,  in  lfB9.  The  com- 
mon law  does  not  invest  tha  fednal  courts  with 
tills  power,  nnr  on  ve  dariTO  it  flrom  tibe  oon- 
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mon  law.  As  a  system,  the  common  law  does 
not  constitute  any  part  of  the  law  of  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  highest  courts  of  the 
country ;  an  opinion,  too,  upon  which  Congress 
has  uniformly  legislated.  Ko  department  of 
Government  con  thereftnre  derive  any  snoh  an- 
thorily  from  it.  In  1881,  after  the  memorable 
trial  cC  Judge  FMk,  of  Uissoori,  Congress  deem- 
ed it  necessary  to  define,  by  law,  the  nature 
contempts  of  court 

Ur.  TiTBBiLL  said,  as  the  question  which  was 
about  to  be  decided  was  a  very  important  one, 
affecting  the  personal  liberty  of  an  American 
citizen,  lie  rose  for  the  pnrpose  of  asking  for 
the  yeas  and  naya,  that  lie  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  reoording  his  vote  against  it ;  and, 
sir,  (said  Ur.  T.,)  while  I  am  up,  I  will  state, 
some  of  the  reasons  for  the  vote  I  am  al>out  to 
give.  I  cannot  remain  silent;  I  ^ould  be 
guilty  of  a  gross  violation  of  my  duty  as  a  Bep- 
resentadve  on  this  floor,  were  I  to  sit  by  and 
see  a  dtlxen,  howevo'  humble  his  condition,  ia- 
prived  of  h^  liberty  under  the  eironmstuioes 
of  thiacase^  and  not  enter  my  protest  a^nstit^ 

What,  I  would  ask,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  is  Uie  reso- 
lution under  consideration  ?  What  does  it  pro- 
pose to  do  f  Sir,  it  directs  the  Speaker  to  issue 
his  warrant  to  the  Seigeant-at-arms,  requiring 
him  to  take  an  humble  citizen  from  his  own 
fireside,  from  the  bosom  of  his  family,  drag  him, 
as  a  cidprit,  through  the  streets  of  this  dty,  and 
as  such  hold  him  up  at  the  bar  of  this  Boose  to 
the  gaze  of  the  nation — and  for  what!  Yes, 
nr ;  for  what,  I  would  ask,  (stud  Mr.  T.,)  is  a 

Erivate  citizen  to  be  thus  dragged  from  his 
ome  ?  Why  are  his  feelings  and  tbe  feelin« 
his  family  to  be  ontragedl  Because,  rir,  he 
refoaea,  fin  reasons  centred  in  hia.l^iter  to 
the  committee,  to  appear  and  ^ve  evidence. 
To  his  mind,  at  least,  the  reasons  are  nuffldent 
to  jiistUy  the  course  he  has  taken.  From  the 
papers  on  your  table,  Ur.  Speaker,  it  appears 
that  tiiis  individual,  who  is  about  to  be  taken 
into  custody  for  an  alleged  c<mtempt,  complains 
that,  while  he  was  giving  testimony  before  a 
committee  of  this  House,  in  obedience  to  a  sum- 
mons, he  was  grossly  insulted,  and  an  out- 
rageous assault  was  made  upon  bis  person  by 
two  members  of  that  committee.  It  also  ap- 
pears, from  the  papers  submitted  to  the  House^ 
that  uiis  witness  has  been  w^ting  at  the  doors 
of  this  hall  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  sealdng  an 
opportunity  to  present  biapeUtaon  to  the  Hoiue, 
asking  an  inquiry  into  ue  facts  and  ofromn- 
stanoea  connected  with  the  aasanlt  thus  made 
upon  him,  and  praying  the  House  to  take  meas- 
ures to  protect  him  from  similar  assaults  in  fu- 
ture; but  during  that  time  he  has  not  been 
able  to  lay  his  memorial  before  the  House. 

Sir,  (sud  Ur.  T.,)  I  take  a  different  view  <tf 
this  case  from  some  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
upon  it;  they  seem  to  think  the  witness  has 
been  guilty  a  technical  contempt,  in  refusing 
to  appear  before  the  committee,  and  that  we 
cannot  now  inquhre  into  the  reasons  asdgMd 
by  him  £w  not  obeying  tho  We 
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muBt  wait,  saj  they,  until  be  is  broa^ht  to  the 
bar  of  the  House;  until  he  gives  his  reasons 
here,  when  arraigned  to  answer  to  the  alleged 
contempt.  Sir,  (sud  Kr.  T.,}  I  cannot  snbscribe 
to  this  doctrine. 

lu  tbe  same  letter,  in  vhloh  the  witness  rc- 
Anes  to  appear  before  the  oomnuttee,  be  gives 
the  reasons  whj  he  cannot  obey  ite  rammons. 
Thoie  reasons  are  before  m\  and  it  in  oar 
opinion,  they  are  snfBoient,  he  stands  justified, 
and  we  have  no  right  to  bring  him  here  to  an- 
swer to  a  techniou  or  an  alle^  contempt. 
Sappose  (said  Hr.  T.)  that  the  witness  bad  re- 
turned for  answer  that  be  was  confined  to  bis 
bed  by  sickness,  or  that  his  wife  or  child  was 
at  tbe  point  of  death,  and  he  could  not  obey  the 
snmmons ;  woold  you  say  that  there  had  been  a 
technical  contempt?  that  you  would  not  now 
pass  upon  tho  reasons  given  by  the  witness? 
Would  you  direct  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  war< 
rant,  requiring  the  Sergeant-at^arms  to  bring 
the  witness  from  hia  sick  bed,  or  from  the  dying 
eonch  of  those  most  dear  to  him,  to  give  his 
reasons  here  t  Oert^oly  not,  sir.  Tho  House 
wonid  say  at  once,  without  besitaMon,  that  the 
reasons  were  sufficient,  and  that  no  contempt 
whatever  bad  been  committed. 

In  the  cose  under  oonsideration,  the  witness 
informs  the  House  that  be  cannot,  in  bis  opin- 
ion, obey  the  summons,  without  subjecting 
himself  to  ^oss  personal  insult ;  that  he  can- 
not do  it  without  even  putting  his  life  in  jeop- 
ardy ;  and  he  states  the  &ct3  and  circumstances 
npon  which  that  opinion  is  based.  He  invokes 
an  inquiry  into  the  accuracy  of  his  statements. 
!Now,  sir,  (siud  Mr.  T.,)  I,  fur  one,  have  no  hes* 
itation  in  saying  that,  if  all  Whitney  states  in 
his  commonications  be  true,  be  was  perfeoUy 
justifiable  in  refhsing  to  appear  before  that  or 
any  other  committee  of  this  Hoose,  until  the 
House  Itself  shall,  by  some  act  on  its  part,  show 
a  fixed  determination  to  maintain  its  own  dig- 
nity, by  extending  the  most  ample  protection 
to  witnesses  summoned  to  give  testimony  be- 
fore its  committees.  The  whole  American  peo- 
ple will  justify  him.  Every  individual  in  the 
nation  wiU  commend  him  for  the  course  he  has 
taken. 

Mr.  TnoMBON,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  tbe  adoption  of  the  resolution ;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  House  was  fhrtber  addressed  by  Messrs. 
Thomsoit  of  Ohio,  GABLUm  of  Loninana,  Hab- 
sis.  Wise,  Pbttoh,  Ashlbt,  and  JsHiraB. 

Mr.  Gboison  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Hr.  Weaker :  I  am  aware  tiiat  tiiere  exists  a 
variety  of  opinions  as  to  the  power  of  this 
House  to  punish  acts  not  interrupting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  nor  committed  in  its 
presence,  as  contempts.  This  resolnUon  as- 
sumes the  facts  that  a  contempt  bad  been  com- ' 
mitted,  and  that  the  House  possesses  the  power 
to  punish  it;  and  it  is  now  proposed  that, 
witiiout  fhrtlier  inquiry,  we  shall  deprive  a  cit- 
izon  of  his  liberty,  and  direct  onr  8ei|;eant-at- 
arms  to  seize  ma  hold       in  onstody.  I  do 


[H.  or  R. 

not  believe  this  House  possesses  any  such 
power. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  report 
of  the  committee,  npon  which  this  proceeding 
is  founded,  is  based  ^on  the  letter  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, given  to  the  Hoose  by  the  oominitteo; 
and,  as  such,  the  HoOse  must,  in  coming  to  a 
conclusion,  take  into  eondderatioa  the  lettw 
;  of  Whitney,  and  the  reastms  given  in  that  letter 
for  his  refusal  to  appear  before  the  committee. 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  one  of  those  who  deny  the 
power  of  this  House  to  punish  for  construoUve 
contempts.  I,  sir,  do  not  believe  there  Is  any 
power  given  to  this  House,  by  the  constitutioi), 
to  punish  a  citizen  of  this  country  for  a  coo- 
structive  contempt  growing  out  of  bis  refusal 
to  appear  before  a  committee  of  this  House, 
standing  as  the  present  witness  does  towards 
tbe  chairman  of  that  committee.  Sir,  there  is 
no  law  giving  authority  to  place  an  American 
citizen  under  duresse  under  such  circnmstanees; 
and  I,  sir,  for  one,  never  can  give  my  consent  to 
see  anthoritr  exerdsed  by  this  House  that  I  do 
not  believe  it  possesses.  But  it  is  said  tbe  exer- 
cise of  this  authority  is  necessaiy  to  the  preser- 
vation of  onr  rights.  Sir,  I  think  such  a  preset^ 
vation  of  our  rights  as  this  promises,  ere  loog^ 
to  take  from  us  the  rij^hts  we  now  have.  Gen- 
tlemen talk  of  tbe  nghts  and  dignity  of  this 
House,  and  say  they  must  be  respected.  I  say 
to  them  that  we,  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  come  here  with  delegated  powers,  and 
are  Dound  to  keep  within  the  pale  of  tbe  con- 
stitution, which  constitution  is  the  palladium 
of  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  gives  tbis  House 
no  power  to  place  an  American  citi7.en  in  tbe 
custody  of  our  Sergeanb-at-arms  for  a  const roo- 
tive  contempt.  Sir,  after  the  proceeding  of  this 
House  in  retatioa  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Hassachusetts,  and  bis  pMition  from 
thin^-two  slaves^  what  is  this  Honse  to  oon- 
uder  a  contempt? 

Sir,  it  is  contemptuously  asked  by  honorable 
gentlemen  on  this  fioor,  who  is  the  contempt- 
uous Beuben  M.  Whitney?  I  answer,  that  I 
know  him  only  as  an  American  citizen ;  uid, 
as  such,  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  the  constitution.  I  ask  gentiemen,  in 
return,  from  what  source  do  they  derive  the 
power  to  place  him  in  custody  ?  I  tell  gentle- 
men, at  the  outset,  that  precedents  from  tbe 
British  Parliam^  cumot  be  reoeived  by  me 
as  authority  for  the  arrest  of  an  Ameriean  cit- 
izen. I,  sir,  have  tbe  honor  to  represent  in  part 
the  hi^^  honcnable,  democratic,  and  patnotio 
people  of  Mlsrisrippi ;  a  people  who,  from  the 
democratic  character  of  their  institutions,  are 
known  to  be  tenacious  of  their  rights ;  and  I 
cannot,  as  then:  representative,  sit  idly  here 
and  see  one  known  to  possess  tbe  high  and  ex- 
alted privileges  of  an  Jibnerican  citizen  arrested 
by  order  of  this  Honse,  brought  as  a  prisoner 
to  answer  at  the  bar,  without  attempting  to 
arrest  the  course  of  usurpation,  and  exercise  of 
such  usurped  power,  on  the  psit  of  this  House, 
over  the  rights  of  tiie  people. 

Digitized  by  Google 


Que  a/R.  M.  HTUhwar. 


294  ABBIBGMKNT  07  IHB 

H.  or  Com  i^JR.  M.  WhAn^  [FEBStrAnr,  1887. 


Sir,  the  doctrine  contiUned  in  theparliament- 
arj  annals  of  Great  Britain,  and  given  In  the 
precedents  of  the  Honse  of  Commons,  is  ntterly 
repngaant  to  the  spirit  and  genins  of  onr  repnl>- 
lican  inBtitationa.  The  English  law  of  privi- 
lege, and  the  power  of  the  British  parliament . 
to  pttuish  for  contempts,  is  undefined,  nnlim- 
ite^  and  niikaown  to  the  snl^ect  except  as  par- 
tionlar  oasei  ooonr,  in  which  Parliament,  in 
th^r  omnipotent  (Uaoretion,  choose  to  exerdse 
it  Thas  it  is  that  the  inflieUcm  of  punishment 
is  the  first  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  mle 
onder  which  it  is  inflicted. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  ns  inqnire  for  a  moment  into 
the  cironmstances  under  which  it  is  proposed 
to  hring  Hr.  Whitney  before  this  House. 

Sir,  by  tho  very  terms  of  the  resolution  uider 
which  we  are  to  act,  it  la  for  an  alleged  con- 
tempt, and  that  allegation  sustained  only  by 
construction.  Sir,  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  committee  before  whom  Mr.  'Whitney  has 
refused  to  appear,  and  for  which  refusal  this 
proceeding  is  instituted,  ha^  accordiog  to  his 
repwted  speech,  made  on  this  floor,  asserted 
that  he  would,  on  a  eertaia  occasion,  and  that, 
too^  whilst  he  was  acting  as  a  member  of  a 
oommittee  appointed  by  the  order  d  this  House, 
and  at  a  time  this  witnees,  Whitney,  was  before 
that  committee  as  a  witness,  and  whilst  this 
honorable  chairman  was  acting  in  a  jadicial 
capacity,  have  taken  the  life  of  this  witness  if 
he  had  moved  his  hand.  Yes,  sir,  if  he  had 
moved  his  arm  one  inch,  even  in  his  own  de- 
fence, the  honorable  churman  of  this  commit- 
tee informs  us  that  he  woald  have  taken  his 
life ;  and  that  in  defence  of  his  friend,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Tennessee,  wht^  he 
states,  was  rushing  upon  Whitney. 

[Here  Mr.  Wise  explained.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  fi<»iorabfe  gentleman's  ex- 
planation unonnta  to  the  same  u^g  that  I  had 
stated ;  he  admits  that  his  friend,  the  honwable 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  was  advancing  upon 
Whitney,  whilst  Whitney  was  before  the  oom- 
mittee as  a  witness.  Sir,  I  am  not  to  be  de- 
terred by  the  honorable  gentleman's  implied 
threat,  nor  hy  his  imputation  and  "insinua- 
tion "  that  I  had  misquoted  him. 

[The  Bpeaebb  had  not  understood  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia  to  make  any 
threat,  or  he  would  have  interposed ;  and  that 
the  gentieman  from  Missisaippi  must  not  make 
personal  allusions.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall,  in  aiding  this  question, 
pursue  the  same  course  thadi  oUier  gentlemen 
have  pnnmed  on  this  floor.  I  assure  the  hon- 
(vable  gentleman  from  Yir^nia,  that  if  he  ex- 
pects to  intimidate  me,  he  has  mistaken  his 
man.  I  shall  pursue  my  own  course,  without 
retard  to  his  implied  threat  Then,  sir,  what 
to  the  distingaishing  difference  in  the  statement 
first  given,  and  the  one  now  given  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  who  is  chairman,  and  before 
whom  Whitney  refuses  to  appear?  In  either 
event,  the  life  of  Whitney  was  to  be  taken,  even 
if  he  defended  himself  against  tlie  lu)nora1de  I 


gentleman  from  Tennessee;  and  it  is  for  this 
that  gentiemen  say  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  con- 
tempt of  this  House.  Sir,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  force  a  witness  1>efore  a  committee,  when 
the  chunnan  of  that  committee  stands  in  such 
relation  towards  the  witness  as  the  honorable 
chairman  does  in  this  instance.  Then,  I  ask,  is 
it  a  contempt  of  this  House  for  a  witness  to 
reftue  to  ^tpear  befbre  a  committee  of  this 
Honse  under  snch  cirennistanees ;  and  has  this 
House  the  power,  and  will  we  be  acting  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  authority  vested  in  us  by  the 
constitution^  have  the  witness  brought  to  the 
bar  of  this  House  to  answer  for  such  reftisal  7 
I  certainly  think,  upon  examination,  it  will  be 
found  that  this  House  possesses  no  such  power. 

Hr.  UoKbon  said  that,  intending  to  vote  in 
the  negative  on  the  question  which  had  t>ceu 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  be 
was  aware  that  he  thereby  would  subject  him- 
self to  the  censures  (if  such  they  might  be  called) 
of  his  friend  from  Maryland  (Mr.  .^mPKB)  who 
had  Jnst  taken  his  seat  Ho  (Mr.  MoK.)  saw  in 
the  case  before  him  not  that  of  Reuben  M. 
Whitney.  He  passed  by  Mr.  Wbitnrr.  He 
viewed  the  matter  in  a  broader  li^t.  He  saw 
in  it  the  proposal  to  arrest  an  American  citizen. 
It  involved  the  decision  of  a  principle  which 
would  be  capable  of  striking  down  not  only  the 
humblest  but  the  highest  in  the  nation.  It 
called  into  action  the  exercise  of  a  powCr  which 
was  to  be  felt  not  only  within  the  circle  of  this 
District,  but  from  Maine  to  Louisiana,  wherever 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  confederacy  might  oper- 
ate. It  carried  with  it  the  means  of  dragging 
any  man  from  his  home,  his  family,  his  busi- 
ness, to  answer  the  behest  of  a  m^ority  of  this 
Bouse.  I  ask  gentiemen  (said  Mr.  MoE.) 
whether  the  individnal  who  is  now  before  us  to 
not,  so  &r  as  the  knowledge  of  this  Bouse  to 
concerned,  a  private  citizen  1  Bo  far  as  we  yet 
know,  he  has  no  connection  with  your  depurt- 
mento.  I  ask  the  gentieman  from  Maryland 
whether  the  person  alluded  to  is  not  a  private 
citizen,  covered  by  our  laws,  and  protected  by 
our  constitution.  I  understand  my  friend  to 
yield  his  assent  to  this  point  Well,  sir,  under 
yonr  constitution,  his  liberty,  lus  life,  his  prop- 
erty, his  papers,  are  secured;  and  yet,  under 
the  power  claimed  during  this  debate,  and  pro- 
posed to  be  exercised,  what  security  had  he,  or 
any  other  man,  agunst  an  invuNon  of  his  ri^tsf 
Opposed,  as  I  have  ever  been,  to  the  doctrine 
of  contempts,  I  would  ask  gentlemen  what  must 
be  the  consequences  of  th^  iunsting  on  this 
right? 

Suppose,  sir,  your  oommittee  had  sent  Its 
mandate  to  one  of  my  constitaents,  whose  busi- 
ness would  not  allow  him,  without  sacrifice,  to 
obey  the  command,  he  would  natarally  ask 
under  what  law  he  was  boand  to  obey. '  I  may 
be  told  that  he  would  be  guilty  of  contempt,  ^ 
least  of  constructive  contempt  of  the  House,  by 
refusing  to  obey  the  summons.  Sir,  I  told  you, 
when  yonr  committee  was  formed,  that  in  many 
cases  it  would  be  powerless.  That  committee 
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never  oonld  have  Aixuitaiipt  onnnutted  sg^nat 
it  hj  reftisal  to  obey  its  orcUra.  Yonr  roles  esy 
tSiat  mbiKBDas  and  warrants  shall  be  under  the 
Speaker^  hand.  We  are  told  that  the  subpoena, 
in  thia  case,  was  nnder  the  hand  of  the  chur> 
man  of  yonr  Select  Oommittee.  But,  again,  it 
is  insisted  that  yon  have  givon  the  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  pikers.  Bj  what  author- 
ity can  this  House  delegate  its  power,  if  such 
it  has,  to  any  portion  of  this  body.  The  House 
itself  only  holds  its  own  powers  by  delegation. 
No,  sir ;  there  could  be  no  contempt  by  a  re- 
fnnl  to  obey  this  summons.  I  know  I  shall 
aatoiUsh  the  membw  wbo  haa  Jost  addressed 
yoa  when  I  assert  that  I  have  no  donbt  of  the 
wantof  power  of  tlw  (mnmitteeiiithis  mettw; 
and  I  T«7  mnoh  doabt  the  power  of  this  Hoose, 
at  least  without  the  sanction  of  a  law,  to  drag 
an  individual  before  oar  bar  for  a  contempt  of 
this  nature.  Issue  your  warrant,  and  deliver  it 
to  yonr  Sergeant-at-arms ;  if  its  eiecntion  is 
resisted,  can  he  call,  as  a  ministerial  o£Bcer  of 
a  court,  for  assistance?  I  should  think  not 
Yon  have  no  guards  to  enforce  your  order,  and 
it  will  be  inoperative.  The  system  of  privueges 
and  contempts  has  grown  np  in  tUs  countir  by  ' 
assimilating  the  powers  of  tins  House  to  tbose 
of  the  British  House  of  Conunona  A  system 
has  been  obumed  and  exercised  in  £ngland 
onder  what  is  known  aa  Mrliamoitary  law. 
Its  mcroachments  have  been  rilently,  but 
steadily,  made  upon  the  mass  of  the  pe{^Ie, 
until  precedents  of  the  most  app^ling  character 
can  be  found.  The  analogy  in  the  cases  of  con- 
tempt does  not  hold  good.  This  House,  as  a 
portion  of  the  Government,  obtains  its  power 
from  the  constitution.   In  that  instrament  the 

Srivile«es  of  the  members  of  this  House  are 
efine^  and  the  rights  of  this  Honse  are  pointed 
out  dearly  and  distinctly. 

I  regret,  sir,  the  alluuon  made  to  the  Preei- 
deut.  Why  is  his  name  brought  into  this  dis- 
cussion t  This  is  not  a  case  which  any  party 
should  endeavor  to  make  use  of  for  any  pur- 
pose. We  are  establishing  a  precedrait — a  pre- 
cedent which,  if  it  reaches  tome  tme  without 
these  walls  to-day,  will  hereafter  be  brought  to 
bear,  perhaps,  upon  some  of  w.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion involving  the  most  momentous  conse- 
qoences,  and  reaches  to  every  man  in  the  coun- 
try, no  matter  to  what  party  he  may  be  attach- 
ed. The  PreddenVs  letter,  referred  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  Uaryland,  will  speak  for  itself, 
and  justice  be  awarded  to  its  author  by  an  in- 
telligent people.  He  seeks  no  concealment. 
If  he  has  resisted  an  attempt  to  invade  the 
private  affairs  of  our  citizenei^he  deserves  the 
thanks  of  the  country.  Sir,  I  will  detain  the 
Hoose  no  longer.  No  man  will  go  further  than 
I  will  to  defend  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this 
Hoose ;  bat  I  never  will  advance  over  the  pros- 
trated li^ta  of  the  people.  When  gentlemen 
talk  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  House. 
I  most  be  heard  in  defence  of  those  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  whidi,  in  my  opinion, 
■re  of  paramonnt  ocasequencfc  I  nerer  wJU, 


[H.  ov  R. 

as  a  member  of  thia  House,  arrogate  powers 
wMoh  shall  be  dangerous  to  public  and  private 
security.  I  never  will  call  into  action  powers 
at  best  doubtful,  and  which  can  only  he  exer- 
cised by  invading  the  rights  and  privileges  ot 
the  American  people. 

Ur.  Adaub  then  asked  to  be  excused  from 
voting,  for  the  following  reasons,  whidi  were 
sent  in  writing  to  the  Chair : 

Mr.  Adams  requested  to  be  excused  from  vot- 
ing upon  this  and  every  other  question  of  priv- 
ilege affecting  Reuben  If.  Whitney — the  per- 
sonal relations  between  him  and  that  individual 
having  long  been  such  as  to  make  it  the  duty 
of  Hr.  Adams  to  decline  acting  as  his  Judge 
upon  any  que^Mm  aflbotinff  his  personal  n^^ts. 

Ht,  Adams  asked  that  this  atatament  might 
be  entered  on  the  Journal ;  to  whidi  t2ie  Snaxu 
replied  that  it  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  bo 
entered  on  the  JonmuL 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  eAop- 
tion  of  the  modified  resolution  of  Mr.  Linools, 
and  decided  in  the  afBrmative— yeas  100, 
nays  86. 

So  the  preamUe  and  resolution  were  adopted. 


Satdbdat,  Febmary  11. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Mssoeb,  so  much  of  the 
journal  was  stricken  out  as  contained  the  rea- 
sons asdgned  by  Jtr.  Adaus  yesterday  for  ask- 
ing to  be  excused  from  voting  on  any  rescdntion 
involving  the  personal  rights  of  Mr.  Benben  M. 
Whitney,  and  which  reasons  had  been  entered 
on  the  journal. 

EUelion  o/PretiderU  of  the  United  States. 

ULt,  Thoicas,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  Hartin  Van  Bnren,  of  New 
York,  and  inform  him  that  he  haa  been  duly 
elected  President  of  the  United  States  for  four 
years,  commencing  with  the  4th  of  March, 
1837,  reported :  Tnat  the  committee,  ^  con- 
formity with  the  directions  of  the  House,  had, 
on  yesterday,  w^ted  on  tiie  Frondent  elect, 
and  infonned  him  that  the  votes  ftv  President 
of  the  United  States  had  been  ooonted  by  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  In  the  manner  pr^ 
scribed  by  the  oonstitutlon ;  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  mi^orib;  of  all  the  votes  given,  and 
was  duly  elected  Freddentof  the  United  States 
for  fonr  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1887. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  expressed,  in  reply,  his 
grateftil  sense  of  the  distinguished  honor  which 
his  fellow-tntizens  bad  conferred  upon  him,  and 
requested  ns  to  assure  our  respective  Houses 
that  they  might  rely  on  his  unceasing  efforts  to 
execute  the  responsible  trust  about  to  devolve 

rn  him,  in  a  manner  the  most  conducive  to 
public  interest. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbouas,  the  report  waa 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  pnnted. 

Sight  of  Petition. 
Hr.  Tatiob  tt^ed  tho  otutseDt  (tf  the  Hoose 
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to  offer  the  following  resolntion ;  irhioh  was 
read: 

Whereas  the  TOte  of  the  Eonse,  taken  on  the  9th 
of  Febrtuuy,  the  followine  resolution,  viz  *'  Retolved, 
That  tny  member  who  mtU  hereafter  present  to  the 
House  tnj  petition  from  the  BUves  hi  this  Union 
ought  to  be  oonsidered  as  regardless  of  the  feelings 
of  the  Souse,  the  rights  of  the  Southern  States,  and 
unfriendly  to  the  Union ; "  may  be  eonstroed  into 
an  expreeaion  of  opinicm  upon  the  abetnvt  qneition 
of  the  right  of  slaTeato  petition  Congreas;  thero- 
fore, 

Raolved,  That  slaves  do  not  possess  the  ririit  of 
petition  secured  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
by  the  constitution. 

[An  extended  debate  took  place  on  these  reeolo- 
lUna,  bt  iriileh  Itama.  LigeiKdl,  Taylor,  Ffaiekiiey, 
Cambrel eng,  Mann  of  New  York,  Patton,  Chambers 
of  Eentncky,  Ashley,  Lewis,  Lane,  Paricer,  Under- 
wood, Gideon  Lee,  Pickens,  Anthony,  Sutlieriand, 
Bynum,  Bonldin,  Waddy  Ihompson,  Howard,  Har- 
rison of  Missouri,  Adams,  Granger,  Tanderpoel, 
Cave  Johnson,  and  Haley,  took  part  Hnalty — ] 

A  division  of  tlio  qneation  having  heen  or- 
dered, the  first  rescdutKHi,  as  modifledj  waa  thai 
t&keo  up,  as  foUowB: 

"  An  inquiry  having  been  made,  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Hanac^uaetta,  whether  a  paper, 
wttich  he  held  In  his  band,  purporting  to  be  a  peti- 
tion from  certain  slaves,  and  declaring  themselree 
slaves,  came  within  the  order  of  the  House  of  the 
l8th  of  January,  and  the  said  paper  not  having 
been  received  by  the  Speaker,  he  stated  that,  in  a 
caw  80  extraordinaiT  and  novd,  he  would  take  the 
aiMoa  aad  cotmael  of  tbeHoon, 

Retolvtd^  That  this  House  cannot  receive  the 
said  petiUon  without  digr^rdlng  its  own  (Ugnity,  the 
rights  of  a  large  class  of  citizens  of  the  Sonth  and 
West,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.** 

The  qaestion  beiog  taken  thweoOf  it  was 
ad^ted,  by  a  vote  of  yeas  160,  jmcja  85. 

nie  second  resdntioa  was  Cben  taken  np,  as 
fidlows: 

"  Retolved,  That  slaves  do  not  poMess  the  r^t 

of  petition  secured  to  the  pec^  of  the  United  fit^ 
l^theeDDfltitatkHL"  ■ 

Kr.  Haut  moved  to  Ujr  it  w  the  table. 
Lost,  without  a  divisioa. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolnticm,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tlis.— Measrs.  Alftwd,  Chilton  Allan,  Ash,  Ash- 
Ifiy,  Bean,  Bdl,  Bbdr,  Bockee,  Bmd,  Bocm,  Bmddin, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Bundi,  Bums.  Bynum,  J.  CUhoon, 
Cambrdeng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  G.  Cham- 
bers, J.  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Ch^)in,  Childs, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Cnug,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushlng, 
CiiBhman,  Dawson,  Debeiry,  DonUeday,  Drangoole, 
Dnolu),  Elmore,  Fairfield,  Fariin,  Fowler,  IVench, 
trj,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  B.  Gariand,  GhoIsc»i,  Oil- 
let,  CUaacodc,  Graham,  Grantiand,  Graves,  J.  Hall, 
Huner,  Hannwan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Haiper,  A.  G. 
Harrison,  Hamdna,  Haynea,  Herod,  HMsey,  Hdt, 
BbpUn^  Howaid,  HowiU,  Hnbley,  HwntfngtOT, 
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Hontsman,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  J.  Johnson,  R.  H.  Jcdut- 
Bon,  C.  Johnson,  H.  J<^Bon,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kannoo, 
Eilgore,  Klii^ensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  I^wler,  lay, 
G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewie,  Lincoln,  Lo- 
gan, Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  S.  Mann,  Martin, 
W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  S.  Moaon,  Maury,  MoComas, 
McKay,  McSeon,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mont- 

?}mery,  Moote,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page, 
arks,  Pattetwm,  Patton,  F.  Pierce,  James  A. 
Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Rndt- 
ney,  Bencher,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Bichardaon,  Robert- 
son, Boeers,  Scheuck,  W.  B.  Sheppard,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Scklea,  Spangler,  Standefer, 
TaliafiOTo,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Tbomson,  W.  Hioinp- 
son,  Tunill,  Underwood,  Vanderpod,  Wagener, 
Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  E.  Wbittlesw,  T.  T. 
Whittiesey,  L.  Williams,  &  Willianu,  Tell,  Young— 
162. 

NxTS. — MesstSL  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Beaumont, 
Borden,  Dariington,  Denny,  Haley,  Hazeltine,  Inger- 
Boll,  W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Love,  Paricer,  ^llipa,  Potts, 
Runell,  Slade,  Sloano~lB. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  adopted. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wisi  was  called, 
that  gentleman  rose  in  bis  place  and  declined 
to  vote,  fx  the  reason  that  be  held  that  Con- 
gress bad  no  power  to  interfere,  in  any  waft 
with  tiie  subject  of  sUvery,] 

Cau  oj:S.  If.  Wkitnejf. 

The  Speakeb  informed  the  Honse  that  the 
Sergeant-at-arms,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of 
the  Honse  and  the  warrant  of  the  Speaker,  had 
arrested  Benben  M.  Whitney,  who  was  then  in 
custody,  and  wuting  the  order  of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  OAinooer,  of  £euta(^,  sabmitted  tlie 
following  reedotion;  which  was  ooondored 
and  adopted : 

Retolved,  That  R.  U.  Whitney,  now  fai  the  handa 
of  the  Seigeant-at-arms,  be  brou^t  to  the  twr  of  ttda 
House,  to  answer  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  tiie 
Hoose,  In  peremptorily  reftamng  to  appear  and  give 
evidence  as  a  witness  on  a  summons  duty  iasoed  vj  a 
select  eranndttee,  acting  by  the  authority  of  uds 
Hoose,  under  a  resolution  of  the  17th  of  Janoaiy 
last,  in  the  matter  of  a  letter,  expressing  ajdd  reflual, 
addressed  by  the  said  R.  M.  Whitney  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  by  the  committee  referred  to  the  House ; 
and  that  he  be  forthwith  fiimiahed  with  a  oopj  (tf 
the  report  of  said  omimittee  and  of  the  letter  afore- 
ssid. 

The  Honse  then  adjourned. 


UoTOAT,  Febniar7  18. 

Cate  qfB.  M.  Whitney. 

The  Sfbazkb  annonnced  that  Benibea  If. 
Whitney,  now  in  caatodjr  Isr  an  alleged  oon- 
tempt  <u  the  anthoritr  of  the  House,  waa  with- 
out the  bar,  w^ting  uw  ftirtber  pleasnre  of  the 

House. 

The  Chair  also  stated  that  the  acoosed  had 
been  fbmisbed  with  oo[^ea  of  the  papers  refiBT* 
red  to  in  the  resolntion  adopted  on  Batord^ 
last 

ICr.  Pattos  moved  that  the  Sergeaut-at-arms 
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b«  directed  to  bring  the  prisoner  to  the  bar  of 
the  Honse ;  which  motion  prevailed. 

The  acoased  having  been  placed  at  the  bar, 
the  Bpsazbb  addresseid  him     follows : 

"  Reuben  M.  Whitney :  You  have  been 
broaght  before  the  House,  by  its  order,  to  an- 
swer the  charf^  of  an  alleged  contempt  of  this 
Bouse,  in  having  peremptorily  refhsed  to  give 
evidence  in  obedience  to  a  summons  duly  issued 
by  a  ooiiunitt«e  of  this  House,  which  committee 
had,  by  an  mAw  of  the  Hoiue,  power  to  send 
fbr  persMiB  and  papers. 

**Bdfore  yon  are  caHed  upon  to  answer  in 
any  manner  to  the  eabject-matter  of  this  ohaive, 
it  is  my  duty,  as  the  presiding  officer  of  t£is 
House,  to  inform  yon  that,  by  an  order  of  the 
House,  you  will  be  allowed  connsel,  should  yon 
desire  ic.  If  you  have  any  request  to  make  in 
relation  to  this  subject,  yoar  reqaent  will  now 
be  received  and  considered  by  the  House.  If, 
however,  yon  are  now  ready  to  proceed  in  the 
investigation  of  the  charge,  yon  will  stato  it, 
and  the  House  will  take  order  accordingly." 

To  which  the  accused  replied,  that  he  held  in 
hto  hand  a  paper  in  relation  to  the  cbai:ge, 
which  ba  respectflilly  requested  might  b9  re- 
ceived and  read. 

The  following  paper  was  then  read : 

*'  The  ondcrrigned  answers  that  Us  reAisal  to  at- 
tend the  committee,  upon  the  summoDS  of  Its  chair- 
man,  ms  not  intended  or  believed  by  him  to  be  dis- 
reipecti\il  to  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representa- 
ttrea,  nor  does  he  now  believe  that  be  thereby  oon^ 
mitted  a  contempt  of  the  House. 

His  reason  for  refWng  to  attend  the  committee 
are  truly  stated  in  his  letter  to  Out  committee. 

"  He  did  not  cuisider  himself  bound  to  obey  a  mm- 
SMNia  issued  by  the  chairnuiQ  of  the  oommittee. 

"  He  had  attended,  In  obedience  to  such  a  nm- 
mons,  before  am>th«'  committee,  Tolustarily,  and 
without  otyecUons  to  the  validity  of  the  process ;  and 
would  have  attended  in  the  same  way  beCore  the 
present  committee,  but  for  the  belief  that  he  nught 
thereby  be  exposed  to  insult  snd  violence. 

"  He  denies,  Uierefore,  that  he  has  committed  a 
contempt  of  the  House,  because — 

"  ¥int.  The  process  apon  Mm  was  Illegal,  and  he 
was  not  bound  to  obey  it  And 

"Secondly.  Beoanse  he  could  not  attend  iritb- 
ont  exporfng  Umadf  thereby  to  ontrage  and  vio- 
lence. 

"  If  the  House  shall  decide  in  fkvor  of  the  author- 
ity of  the  process,  and  that  the  reqxmdent  is  bound 
to  obey  it,  then  he  respectfully  adu,  in  mdi  ease^ 
that,  in  consideration  of  the  peculiar  dtcnmstanoes 
in  whidi  be  is  placed,  as  known  to  the  House,  the 
oonunitteo  may  be  instructed  to  recdve  his  testimony 
upon  interrogatories  to  be  answered  on  oath  before  a 
magistrate,  as  has  been  done  in  other  Instances  in 
reUtion  to  ottter  wEtneases ;  or  that  the  committee  be 
Instructed  to  prohiMt  the  use  or  introductfon  aS 
■eoret  and  deadly  weq>ons  hi  tlie  ennmlttce  room 
during  the  examination  of  the  witnesses. 

"  And  in  case  he  dull  think  It  neoeasary,  he  prays 
to  be  heard  by  counsd,  and  to  be  allowed  to  offer 
tastiraony  on  the  matters  herein  submitted. 

"B.  X.  WHTtNET." 


[H.  o»  R. 

Ur.  Gholson  offered  the  foUowing  resola- 
tion : 

Jtetolved,  That ,  Reuben  M.  WMtn<7  bo  now  per- 
mitted to  examine  witnesses  before  this  Honse,  In  re* 
lation  to  his  allied  contempt. 

[A  debate  then  took  place,  dUefly  on  points  at 
order  and  the  mode  of  proceecUng,  in  which  HeseiSL 
Haynes,  IJncoln,  Oholson,  Uercer,  Patton,  Bonl^n, 
UcKay,  Hoar,  Huntsman,  Uann  of  New  York,  Uason 
of  Ohio,  Yandeipod,  X4Ute,  Calhoon,  and  Bell,  took 
part] 

Ur.  ICann,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  GHOxaoN's  resolution,  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  And  that  a  committee  of  five  be  qipdnted  by  the 
^waker,  to  examine  audi  witneaaes  m  the  part  of 
the  Houfle." 

Kr.  Oholson  accepted  the  modificaUw. 
The  question  then  recurring  on  tho  original 
resolution, 

Ur.  Fabes  s^d  tliat  he,  as  well  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  ma  opposed  to  bringing 
this  indlvidnal  'btion  the  House ;  bat,  as  be 
was  brought  there,  they  owed  it  to  the  gentle- 
man himself,  and  to  the  House,  that  he  niave  a 
hearing.  The  motion  pending  was,  that  a  com- 
mittee of  five  be  utpointed  to  examine  witnesses 
on  the  part  of  the  House;  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settling  the  question,  and  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  they  would  lay  it  aside,  or  go  on 
with  it,  be  moved  the  previous  question. 

Hr.  QnoiaoBt  appealed  to  Mr.  Pares  to  with- 
draw the  motion  for  a  moment;  which  he  did; 
when  Hr.  G.  accepted  of  the  amendment  of  Hr. 
Cbapin;  taoA 

Hr.  Fakkb  then  renewed'fhe  motiOD  for  tiie 
previous  question ;  which  was  seconded  by  the 
House — ^eas  97,  nays  88 ;  and  the  main  que»> 
Hoa  having  been  ordered,  was  pnt,  and  carried, 
without  a.division. 

So  the  resolution,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  SpBAESR  then  announced  the  committee ; 
and  Hr.  Whitney  was  again  brought  in,  the  or- 
der read  to  him,  and  he  pnt  in  a  lik  of  witnesses 
he  requested  to  be  summoned. 

Hr.  HAKUBoir,  of  Hissoorl,  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution 
in  relation  to  Hr.  Whitoey  was  adopted ;  but 
the  motion  was  negatived— yeas  93,  nays  95. 

The  respondent  was  tiien  removed  from  the 
bar,  and  tne  Honse  proceeded  to  tt»  eonrnderar 
tion  of  other  busineeB. 


WaniiBBDAT,  Febmary  18. 

Com  o/I£.M.  Whitney. 

Hr.  Whitney  having  been  placed  at  the  bar, 
and  stated  his  readiness  to  proceed  at  once  to 
trial, 

The  Sfkaksb  then  addressed  the  res^onden^ 
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•od  infonaed  him  tht^  by  an  order  <^  the 
House,  he  was  then  permitted  to  examine  vit- 
neaaes  beCme  the  HonseL  in  reladmi  to  -the  al- 
UgfiA  contempt  uainrt  him,  and  that  he  oonld 
then  proceed  to  do  sa  Hie  Speaker  farther  in- 
formed him  that  the  witnesses  he  had  named 
had  been  summoned. 

Mr.  Key,  one  of  the  connael  of  tilie  occnsed, 
asked  that  the  witnesses  be  now  sworn. 

Hr.  Sdthbbland  objected  to  the  swearing  of 
Kr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  SaHivan  at  that  time,  be- 
canee  he  understood  thej  would  be  brought  for- 
ward to  testiiy  as  to  the  character  of  the  aocns- 
ed,  and  that  question  had  not  yet  come  np. 

The  witnesses  who  were  members  of  the 
House,  as  before  stated,  were  then  sworn,  and 
the  swearing  of  the  other  gentleman  defured 
for  the  present 

The  nbamUe  Ur.  FAntnsu)  was  then  call- 
nd,  and  the.ftdlowing  question  proponnded  to 
him  by  Mr.  Key : 

Flease  state  all  Uie  circumstances  attending 
the  dispute  and  disorder  that  occurred  before 
the  select  «nnmittee,  whereof  Mr.  Oaklaio)  is 
chairman,  on  "Wednesday,  the  26th  of  January, 
and  state  particolarly  all  that  was  said  and 
done  by,  and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct 
o^  B.  H.  Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the 
committee,  and  Messrs.  Wibb  and  Fbxton  as 
members  of  the  committee,  and  all  that  occur- 
red on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  Faibfixld  thea  sent  to  thfr  ClerVs  table 
the  following  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory : 

At  the  commencement  oS  the  affair  alluded 
to  in  tlie  qneatton,  the  difiiarent  members  of  the 
CfHumittee  were  situated  as  follows,  as  near  as 
I  ean  reecdiect :  Mr  Vhitnej  sat  at  a  small  ta- 
ble in  a  corner  of  the  room,  near  the  fireplace ; 
Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Garland,  Mr.  Hamer,  and  Mr. 
Gillet,  sat  at  a  long  table,  placed  transversely 
in  front  of  the  fire,  Mr.  Hamer  at  the  end  near- 
est Mr.  Wlutney,  Mr.  Gillet  at  the  opposite 
end,  and  Mr.  Garland  and  Mr.  Peyton  in  front, 
the  latter  nearest  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  with  his 
back  turned,  or  partially  so,  towards  him— one 
prc^Ksing  inteiTogatories,  and  the  other  an- 
swering, in  writing;  the  questions  and  answers . 
bdng  handed  to  the  chairman,  and  by  him  read 
to  the  committee.  Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Martin,  and 
myteH£,  were  sitting  upon  a  so&  at  the  mo  of 
the  fireplace  oppodte  Mr.  Whitney.  Mr.  I^erce 
and  Mr.  Johnson  were  not  present. 

When  the  chairman  read  the  answer  of  Mr. 
Whitney  to  the  intenx^atory  of  Mr.  Peyton, 
both  of  which  have  been  pnblished,  the  latter 
turned  towards  Mr.  Garland,  without  rising 
from  his  seat,  and  sud,  "  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish 
yon  to  inform  this  witness  that  he  is  not  to  in- 
sult me  in  his  answers ;  if  he  does,  God  damn 
him,  Z  will  take  his  life  upon  the  spot."  He 
then  rose  and  turned  towards  Mr.  Whitney, 
and  said,  "  I  want  you  to  understand,  sir,  that 
I  claim  no  proteoticHi  from  the  constitution j 
and  if  yon  msnlt  me,  yon  damned  Aog.  I  will 
^e  yonr  life."  Mr.  Wise  rose,  and  adnmoed 
to  the  dde  <Kf  Mr.  FCiytonf  and,  addrearing  him- 
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self  to  Mr.  Whitney,  sud,  "  Yes,  this  damned  in- 
solence is  insnfl^ble."  Mr.  Garland  and  other 
members  of  the  committee  were,  daring  thia 
time,  endeavoring  to  preserve  order  and  to 
prevent  an  affray.  Mr.  Peyton  turned  from 
Mr.  Whitney,  and,  standing  with  his  back  to 
the  fire,  smd,  by  way  of  soliloquy,  or  without 
addressing  himself  to  any  one  in  particular, 
"Eitiierto  I  have  treated  him  with  marked 
respect— damn  him— I  have  treated  him  just  as 
if  be  had  been  a  gentleman ;  to  he  thus  insult- 
ed by  a  damned  ttiief  and  robber  1  damn  him, 
he  shan't  do  it"  While  tittering  the  last  words 
of  thia  sentence,  he  became,  apparentiy,  more 
excited,  and  turned  towards  Mr.  Whitney,  who 
rose  and  said  he  claimed  the  protection  of  the 
committee  while  he  was  before  it,  when  Ur. 
Peyton  add,  "  God  damn  you,  you  shan't  apeak 
— you  shan't  say  a  word  while  you  are  in  thia 
room ;  if  you  do,  I  will  put  you  to  death,**  and 
made  towards  him,  at  tiie  same  time  pnttinc 
his  hand  in  his  bosom.  Mr.  Wise,  who  had 
previously  gone  round  the  long  table,  and  plac- 
ed himself  near  Mr.  Whitney,  liere  interposed ; 
and  he,  with  Mr.  Garland,  who  was  standing 
between  Mr.  Peyton  and  Ur.  Whitney,  and  Mr. 
Martin,  who  was  by  his  side,  endeavored  to 
calm  him,  and  to  prevent  his  going  towards  Mr. 
Whitnejr.  Mr.  Wise  said,  "Don't,  Peyton; 
damn  him,  he  is  not  worth  yoor  notice,"  or 
words  to  that  effect.  Judge  Martin  here  mov- 
ed that  the  examination  of  the  witness  be  sus- 
pended. Mr.  Hamer  opposed  it ;  and,  address- 
ing himself  to  the  chairman,  went  on  to  make 
some  remarks,  but  I  do  not  ^stinctly  recollect 
them. 

Mr.  Peyton  then  resnmed  his  sent,  but  socoi 
tamed  towards  Mr.  Whitney,  and  said,  *'  Damn 
him,  his  eyes  are  on  me.  God  damn  him,  he  is 
looking  at  me — he  shant  do  it — damn  him,  he 
shan't  look  at  me."  Mr.  Hamer  ma^e  some 
farther  remarks,  when  Mr.  Garland  suggested 
that  the  witness  should  retire  to  another  room; 
which  he  did.  Mr.  Peyton  then  apologized  to 
the  committee,  and  Mr.  Hamer  offered  the  res- 
olntion  which  has  been  published ;  on  the  pas- 
sage of  which,  Mr.  Whitney  was  recalled,  and 
the  resolution  was  commnnicated  to  him  by  the 
chairman.  Mr.  Wliitney  aud,  that  if  be  had 
done  any  thing  which  the  committee  oon^dered 
disrespectful,  he  regretted  it,  and  apolf^ized 
for  it  Another  interrogatory  was  proposed  to 
him,  which  he  answered ;  and  then  the  commit- 
tee rose. 

Second  qnestion  by  Counsel.  What  was  Mr. 
Whitney's  general  demeanor  as  a  witness  before 
the  committee ;  was  any  indecorum  or  disre- 
spect on  his  part  towards  the  committee,  or 
any  member  of  it,  observed  or  complained  of,  or 
in  any  manner  censured  by  the  committee  f 

Answer.  With  the  exception  of  the  answer 
in  writing  of  Mr.  Whitney,  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  a  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Hamer, 
and  adopted  by  the  conunittee,  I  saw  nothing 
of  any  iiidecorom  or  ffisrespect  on  hb  part,  to 
the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it;  nor  did 
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I,  at  any  time,  except  as  above,  and  prior  to 
the  affair  alladed  to,  hear  any  complaint  on  the 
part  of  any  meiAher  of  the  committee. 

Iliird  question  by  Counsel.  Please  state 
whether  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  through- 
oat  the  whole  oftbe  iinh^>py  scene  m  question, 
was  or  was  not  cool,  collected,  and  forbearing ; 
whether  he  did  or  did  not  manifest,  by  deed, 
word,  or  gesture,  or  by  what  word,  deed,  or 
gesture,  any  disposition  to  assault  Mr.  Peyton. 
Please  des<qibe  such  droumstonces  of  hia  pos- 
ture and  manner  as  may  go  to  show  whether 
he  meditated  assaolt,  or  stood  on  the  defensive 
merely. 

Answer  to  the  third  interrc^atory.  So  far 
as  I  saw  or  heard,  upon  the  occasion  alluded 
to,  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney  was  cool,  col- 
lected, and  forbearing.  I  heai^.him  say  noth- 
ing but  what  I  have  stated  in  my  answer  to  the 
first  interrogatory.  In  regard  to  the  extent  of 
what  I  saw,  it  is  proper  to  add  that,  dnring 
nearly  the  whole  time,  several  gentlemen  were 
stondiDg  or  moving  between  myself  and  Mr. 
"Whitney.  My  attention,  also,  was  principally 
confined  to  Mr.  Peyton.  X  cannot  say  that  Mr. 
Whitney  did  not  assume  any  attitude  assault 
towards  Mr.  Pe;ton ;  but  I  can  say  that,  if  he 
did,  I  did  not  see  it. 

First  question  by  Mr.  Calhoon,  of  Kentncky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  endeavor  to  prevent 
any  collision  between  Mr.  Peyton  and  B.  M. 
Whitney,  by  stepping  in  between  them,  and 
laying  his  hands  upon  Mr.  Peyton,  and  pushing 
him  back  from  his  position  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Wise  did  interfere,  as  I  have 
stated  in  my  first  answer ;  he  laid  his  hand  up- 
on Mr.  Peyton's  breast,  and  endeavored  topre- 
vent  a;^  collision  between  him  and  Hr.  Pit- 
ney. I  do  not,  however,  recollect  that  he 
poshed  him  back. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  Oalhoon,  of  Ken- 
tucky. Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  privately  re- 
quest the  members  of  the  committee  not  to  rise 
until  after  a  sufficient  time  was  allowed  after 
the  examinaUon  of  B.  M.  Whitney  was  closed 
to  enable  him  (Whitney)  to  withdraw  from  the 
committee  room,  so  as  to  prevent  the  witness 
and  Mr.  Peyton  being  thrown  together,  with- 
out the  presence  of  the  committee  to  restrain 
them?  And  did  not  Mr.  Wise,  at  the  sune 
time,  declare  that  bis  object  was  to  prevent 
collision  between  the  parties  I 

Answer.  I  answer  affirmatively  to  the  whole 
qofistion. 

Third  question  hf  Kr.  Oalhook,  of  Eentocky. 
Dii  Mr.  Wise  do  more  than  denonnoe  the  inso- 
leooe  of  R.  M.  Whitney  to  the  committee? 
And,  in  attempting  to  pacify  Mr.  Peyton,  did 
he  do  more  than  to  say  to  bim  that  B,  M.  Whit- 
ney was  not  worth  his  notice  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Wise  did  no  more  than  what 
I  have  described  in  my  first  answer.  His  object 
in  going  round  the  long  table,  and  taking  his 
stand  near  Mr.  Whitney,  I  only  know  £i*om  his 
(Mr.  Wise's)  statement  made  in  this  House.  I 
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did  not,  at  the  time,  regard  it  as  assuming  an 
attitude  of  attack  upon  Mr.  Whitney. 

Foarth  question  by  Mr,  Oalhoon,  of  Kaituoky. 

Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton 
treat  B.  M.  Whitney  with  perfect  respect  ia 
his  examination  before  tiie  oommittee,  both  be^ 
fore  and  after  the  difficulty  beween  him  and 
Mr.  Peyton  had  occurred  I  And  did  not  his  ex- 
amination oooupy  much  more  time ;  and  were 
not  most  of  the  questions  propounded  by  Mr. 
Peyton  after  the  diffioulty  occurred  ? 

Answer.  I  answer  affirmatively  to  the  whole 
question,  except  as  to  the  order  of  time  in 
which  the  questions  were  prt^toaed  to  Mr. 
Whitney.  In  regard  to  that  I  do  not  reooUeot 
distincUy. 

Fifth  question  by  Mr.  Oaihoon,  of  Kentucky. 
Had  you  or  had  you  not  seen  Mr.  Whitney's 
card  in  the  Globe  of  the  6th  of  January  hurt, 
which  is  as  follows : 

"  A  Cabd.— During  H»  last  Marion  of  Congress,  it 

became  necessary  for  me  to  expose  H.  A  Wise  of 
having  stated,  in  the  ball  of  the  House,  a  base  iUse* 
hood  m  relaUoQ  to  myself. 

"  In  the  Globe  of  this  morning  it  is  reported  that 
Balie  Feyton,  the  Siamese  companion  of  Wise,  for 
twelve  months  past,  in  uttering  falsehood  and  slan- 
der, said  that,  '  in  consequence  of  the  character  of 
the  agent  alluded  to,  Ur.  Taney,  the  former  Secre- 
tary of  the  Trc8sm7,  woald  not  recommend  hhn  as 
an  agent  of  the  depoeEt  banks.'  No  one  can  mis- 
take that  It  is  myself  alluded  to  by  Ur.  P. 

"  I  challenge  Hr,  Feyton  to  adduce  a  angle  particle 
of  proof  to  Bustain  the  above  aasertioa ;  snd,  for 
having  made  it  irithottt  proof,  I  pronounce  him  a 
calumniator,  and  guilty  ai  ottering  a  base  ftlsdMOd ; 
tills,  too,  Uke  Wise,  while  shielded  by  bis  ooostito- 
tiooal  privilege. 

"  If  any  one  who  does  not  know  me  wishes  to 
ascertain  my  character,  1  refer  them  to  citizens  of 
those  places  in  whidi  I  have  passed  many  yean  of 

my  life.   

"K.  H.  WHITNEY. 

"  Wednetday,  4th  Januarj/,  ISS?." 

And  do  you  not  know  or  believe  that  l(r. 
Peyton  had  seen  said  card,  or  was  informed  of 
its  contents  ?  And  did  not  the  answer  to  the 
question  which  preceded  the  difficulty  involve 
the  truth  of  the  ohai^es  which  the  card  of  Mr. 
Whitney  prcmounoed  to  be  false,  and  for  the 
uttering  (tf  wluoh  he  prcmounoed  Ur.  Peyton  a 
oalmnnutort 

Answer.  I  had  seen  the  card  (tf  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, alluded  to,  uid  believe,  from  a  remark  I 
hmrd  Mr.  Feyton  make  in  the  oommittee  room, 
tiiat  he  also  had  seen  it.  The  question  referred 
to,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Peyton,  I  did  I'egard  as 
involvmg  the  truUi  of  the  ohaiges  whidi  oalled 
out  the  card  of  Mr.  Whitney. 

First  question  by  Mr.  Inobbsoix.  What  lan- 
guage did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  be* 
fore  the  interposition  of  Mr.  Peyton  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Peyton  in- 
terposed at  all,  as  I  understand  that  word.  I 
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oumot,  therrfore,  answer  the  qoestion  as  to  the 
Uuiuge  Dsed  bj-  Hr.  Whitney. 

Mcond  question  hj  Hr.  Ixqkbsoll,  What 
language  did  R.  K.  Whitney  nu  immediatelr 
before  the  witoen  says  "  Hr.  Peyton  rose  and 
addreesed  the  chairman  ? " 

Answer.  If  the  qaestion  refers  to  what  waft 
■aid,  my  answer  is,  that  Hr.  Whitney  stud 
nothing  that  I  recollect.  If  it  n^era  to  the 
written  answer  of  Hr.  Whitney,  I  cannot  an- 
swer it  withont  referring  to  the  jonmal  of  the 
oommittee.  It  haa,  however,  been  correctly 
published. 

Queetion  by  Kr.  Bnx.  When  Hr.  Peyton 
vaa  called  to  order  by  the  ohturman  of  the 
oommittee  for  the  first  remark  made  hy  lum  in 
referenoe  to  Hr.  Whitney,  did  he  not  tal»  his 
seat,  and  ouotinne  ritting  until  Hr.  Whitney 
rose  andoommenoed  spet^ingt 

Answw.  I  recollect  that  Hr.  Peyton  took 
his  seat,  bnt  cannot  say  whether  it  was  when 
called  to  order  by  the  chainnan.  I  do  not  re- 
collect of  Hr.  Whitney's  rinng  bat  once  prior 
to  his  withdrawing ;  and  that,  according  to  my 
present  recollection,  was  before  the  time  alloded . 
to  in  this  qneadon. 

First  question  by  Committee.  Was  or  was 
not  the  deportment  of  Hr.  Peyton  that  of  a 
man  who  did  not  intend  to  make  an  attack,  but 
dedred  to  deter  another,  and  make  him  denst 
from  inaultiDK  remarks  and  oondoot? 

Anawer.  Ur.  Peyton,  as  I  have  before  stat- 
ed, treated  Hr.  Whitoey  with  respect  prior  to 
the  time  of  this  difficulty.  After  the  answer 
of  Hr.  Whitney  was  read  by  the  chairmM,  Hr. 
Peyton  waa  very  much  exited,  and  at  one  time, 
certainty,  aippeoKi  to  be  disp(»ed  to  pnniah  Hr. 
Whitney  for  his  alleged  insmt. 

Second  question  by  Committee.  What  was 
the  question  pnt  to  Hr.  Whitney,  and  hia  an- 
swer thereto,  to  which  yon  refer  in  yoar  an- 
swer to  the  first  interrogatory ;  and  what  was 
the  vote  of  the  committee,  also  referred  to  by 
yon  in  yonr  answer  to  the  same  interrogatory ; 
and  wiU  yon  now  aet  them  forth,  to  be  received 
In  connection  with,  and  as  part  o^  your  answer 
to  sud  interrogatory  ? 

[Time  given  to  witoese  to  answer  the  forego- 
ing eeoond  question  of  Committee.] 

Benond  question  of  Hr.  Beli.  When  Hr. 
Peyton  rose  the  second  time,  did  he  advance 
across  a  ^e  drawn  from  his  chair  towards  the 
fireplace,  cutting  him  off  from  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney ?  Goold  you,  at  the  instant  of  time  when 
Hr.  Peyton  pnt  his  hand  to  his  bosom,  see  the 
right  hand  of  Hr.  Whitney  f  If  yea,  was  it  not 
thrust  into  his  pocket,  with  his  left  foot  ad- 
vanced! 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  when  Hr.  Pey- 
ton rose  the  second  time,  but  think  it  was  not 
until  Ur.  Whitney  retired,  or  abont  that  time. 
Wlien  Hr.  Peyton  put  his  band  to  his  bosom, 
he  had  Just  tomed  mm  a  standing  porture,  as 
I  have  described  in  my  answer  to  the  first  in- 
terrcmtory  I  doubt  whether  at  that  time  I 
oonldsee  Hr.  Whitney's  right  hand;  bnt  if  I 
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could,  I  do  not  recollect  <tf  seeing  it  in  the  po- 
sition described  by  the  question.  Hy  answer 
is  the  same  with  r^ard  to  Hr.  Whitney's  kft 
foot. 

Third  question  of  Mr.  Bbll.  Did  yon  oocn- 
py  a  position  which  enabled  f  on  to  see  the  of- 
fensive look  or  scowl  of  the  witness),  B.  H. 
Whitoey,  which  he  cast  upon  Hr.  Peyton,  if 
any,  at  the  time  of  handing  his  answer  to  the 
churman? 

Answer.  At  the  time  the  answer  of  Hr. 
Whitney  was  handed  to  the  cbunnao,  I  sat 
nearly  opponte  Hr.  Whitney,  with  nothing  in- 
terponng.  Hy  attention,  however,  was  wtxa- 
ed  almost  entmiy  upon  ]£r.  Peyton. 

Fourth  question  ct  Hr.  Bell.  Did  not  Hr. 
Peyton  complin  that  the  witness,  K.  H.  Whit- 
ney, had  insulted  him  by  his  look  at  the  time  t 

Answer.   I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 

Fifth  qaestion  of  Hr.  Beix.  If  it  had  been 
Hr.  Peyton's  intention  to  draw  a  weapon  upon 
Hr.  Whitoey,  had  he  not  ample  time  to  do 
so? 

Anawer.   He  had. 

Sixth  question  of  Hr.  Bell.  What  number 
of  interrogatories  were  propounded  by  Hr. 
Peyton  to  the  witness,  R.  H.  Whitney  ?  How 
many  before,  and  how  many  after,  the  question 
and  answer  which  gave  rise  to  the  altercation 
alluded  tof  Did  yon  ^^reheud  danger  of  in- 
sult or  persmial  vtolenee  to  said  wltoess,  when 
he  reqipeared  before  the  aaid  committee,  on 
tite  part  ot  either  Hr.  Wise  or  Hr.  Peytwit 
State  whether  they,  and  each  of  them,  did  not 
treat  him  witii  the  courtesy  doe  a  witoess,  as 
well  after  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  That  part  of  the  question  relating 
to  the  number  of  interrc«atories,  and  the  time 
when  they  were  proposed,  I  will  answer  after  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  refer  to  the  journal 
of  the  oommittee.  I  did  not  apprebwd  iosolt 
or  personal  violence  to  Hr.  Whitney,  on  the 
part  of  Hr.  Peyton  or  Hr.  Wise,  when  the  for- 
mer reappeared  in  the  committee  room.  Hr. 
Peyton's  excitement  had  then  subuded.  I  have 
already  stated  thaty  priw  and  subsequent  to 
tUs  oeearrence,  Hr.  Wise  and  Hr.  Peyton 
treated  Hr.  Whitoey  re^MctfuUy  in  the  com- 
mittee room. 

Seventh  qnestion  of  Hr.  Bbix.  Was  then 
not  a  rule  of  the  committee  that  all  questions 
should  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  propounded 
through  thfl  churman  to  witoess,  if  not  object- 
ed to  by  a  member  of  the  committee ;  and  that 
all  answers  of  witoess  should  be  returned  in 
writing  through  the  same  channel  ?  And  was 
it  not  remarked  by  Hr.  Peyton,  that  the  witoess 
must  answer  in  writing,  and  that  he  should  not 
address  the  committee  in  any  other  way  ' 

Answer.  There  is  such  a  rule ;  but  I  do  not 
recollect  the  remark  of  Hr.  Peyton  sappoaed  in 
the  qaestion. 

Eighth  questicm  <tf  Hr.  Bbix.  Had  or  had 
not  said  witness  refhsed  to  answer  several  ques- 
tions put  to  him  by  Hr.  Peyton,  before  the  one 
above  alladed  to,  oharaoteriaing  them  aainqnis- 
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itorial,  vhich  questions  had  been  decided  hj 
lite  flonimittee  as  proper  to  be  propounded  ? 

Aiuwer.  Mr.  Whitney  had  reftised  to 
•Dswer  ID  any  qnestiona  proposed  by  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, oharaotenzing  them  as  inqniidtorial. 
Though  the  oommtttee  permitted  then  qius- 
tiona  to  be  put,  I  onderstood  that  the  oommit- 
tee  reMnred  the  qaestion  as  to  the  oUigatiwi  of 
the  witnen  to  answer  them,  in  ease  he  did  not 
choose  Toluntarily  to  do  bo. 

Th6  8ergeant-at-anns  was  then  directed  to 
condnot  Mr.  Whitney  trcm  the  bar. 


TEnTBSDi.T,  Fflhmary  16. 

Ctue  <if  £.  M.  Whitney. 

Hr.  THiitney  being  placed  at  the  bar  of  the 
House,  the  examination  of  the  honorable  Hr. 
Faibfibld  was  continued. 

Sixth  qnestion  of  Mr.  Bell.  What  number 
ti  interrogatories  were  mopomided  by  Mr. 
Feyt(m  to  the  witness,  B.  M.  Whitney  t  How 
many  befive  and  how  many  after  the  question 
and  answer  which  gave  rise  to  the  altercation 
alluded  to  ?  Did  you  apprehend  danger  of  in- 
sult or  personal  violence  to  sdd  witness,  when 
he  reappeared  before  sud  committee^  on  the 
part  of  either  Mr.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton  ?  State 
whether  tiiey,  and  each  of  them,  did  not  treat 
him  with  tJie  courtesy  due  a  witness,  as  well 
after  as  before  that  occurrence. 
*  Answer.  Prior  to  the  difficultrr  alluded  to  in 
the  question,  Mr.  Whitney  had  appeared  before 
the  committee,  January,  12th,  18th,  and  14tlu 
when  fourteen  interrogatories  were  propoimded 
to  him,  prindpally  by  Mr.  Peyton.  On  the 
26^1,  ten  interrogatonee  were  propounded,  the 
eighth  being  the  one  which  called  forth  the 
offensiTe  answer.  He  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee again  on  the  26th  of  Jannazy,  when 
thirty-eight  interrogatories  were  propounded, 
all  by  Mr.  Peyton  but  one. 

Mr.  Qholson^b  second  question  in  behalf  of 
the  committee.  What  was  the  qnestion  put  to 
Mr.  Whitney,  and  bis  answer  thereto,  to  which 
yon  refer  in  your  answer  to  the  first  interroga- 
tory ;  and  what  was  the  TOte  of  the  committee, 
also  referred  to  by  you  in  jorir  answer  to  the 
same  interrogatory ;  and  will  you  now  set  this 
forth,  to  he  received  in  oonneciion  with,  and  as 
part  of,  your  answer  to  sud  interrogatory  ? 

Anawer.  The  question  and  answer  alluded  to 
were  as  follows,  Tiz :  '*  Did  you  receive  any 
letter  of  recommendation  from  B.  B.  Taney,  or 
did  he  in  any  maitier  cotmteoanoe  or  encourage 
yon  in  applying  for  the  ^ency  contemidated ; 
or  did  he  positively  refose  to  reoommmd,  re- 
ceive, or  oountenaooe  yon  in  that  ciq)acit7, 
while  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Tkeawuy  De- 
partment! " 

"  Answer.  I  decline  answering  this  interroga- 
iarj,  more  particularly  as  ih»  individual  pro- 
pounding it  has  asserted,  positively  and  pubhdy, 
that  the  Bobstuioe  of  tne  lattw  part  of  it  is 
tme,  banning  witii '  or  did  b^'  oo^  therefore, 
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being  the  party  aoonsed,  I  am  not  a  proper  wit- 
ness. I  think,  in  justice,  that  the  individual 
who  has  made  the  allegation  should  be  called 
to  produce  his  proof." 

The  vote  of  the  committee  was,  "  that  the 
foregoing  answer  to  the  IBth  question  be  letom- 
ed  to  the  witness,  being  no  reply  to  the  inta> 
rogatory  and  disrespectful  to  a  member  of  the 
committee." 

Ninth  qnestion  of  Mr.  Bbll.  Did  not  the 
resolution  of  the  committee,  returning  the 
answer  of  the  witness  (Whitney)  as  diweipeet- 
ftd  to  a  member  of  the  committee,  paaa  with- 
out a  dissenting  voice? 

Answer.   It  did. 

Tenth  questi<m  of  Mr.  Bbll.  Look  upon  the 
journal  of  the  committee,  at  page  84,  and  say 
on  what  day  the  16tb  interrogatory  was  pro- 
pounded. Did  not  sud  witness  (Whitney)  re- 
turn and  continue  Ms  examination,  as  has  been 
stated  in  yonr  answer  juatgiTent  Lode  upon 
the  joum^  ^  page  lOS,  and  state  wfaethw  said 
witness  did  not  voluntarily  return  and  file  writ* 
ten  oommunioations,  as  set  forth  in  pages  from 
99  to  102,  inclusive,  as  follows,  namely : 
follows  a  correspondence  between  K.  M.  Whit- 
ney, J.  0.  Wilthis,  J.  D.  Beers,  and  John  Till- 
son,  jr.]  Stat^  whether  Mr.  Peyton  did  not 
propound  to  sud  witness  two  other  Ihterroga- 
tories  at  page  108,  and  receive  answers  as 
therein  set  fortii,  in  addition  to  the  qnestiona 
and  answers  alluded  to  in  your  last  answers. 

Answer.  The  fifteenth  interru^Jwy  waa 
propounded  January  25tii.  Mr.  Whitney  re- 
turned, and  the  examination  was  oratinoed,  aa 
I  have  befora  stated.  Mr.  Whitney  abo  volnn. 
tarily  retained  and  filed  the  o«nmuiioationfl| 
aa  set  forth  in  pages  from  99  to  102,  inolunve^ 
aa  supposed  in  the  question.  Two  other  qncs- 
tions  were  proposed  at  this  time  by  Mr.  Peyton, 
as  set  forth  in  page  108  of  the  Journal  of  the 
committee.  They  were  aoddentally  omitted  by 
me  in  my  former  answer,  not  having  received 
the  printed  journal  beyond  the  96th  page. 

Fleventh  qnestion  of  Mr.  Bell.  Did  Mr. 
Peyton  take  any  exception  to  tiiat  part  of  his 
answer  which  alleges  an  innnuation  in  inter- 
rogatories Kos.  40  and  42,  prt^tonnded  by  him  I 

Answer.   Not  to  my  recollection. 

Twelfth  qnestion  of  Jtfr.  Bsu.  Please  ex.- 
amine  tiie  mtexrogatoriea  prppouDded  by  Mr, 
Peyton  to  the  witness,  (WUtneT,)  and  the 
anawera  thereto,  ominMHidng  wiu  No.  1,  and 
indading  the  fidlowing  numbers  de^^ated  bj 
a  cross  on  the  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee herewith  mmiahed,  and  say  if  the  oonrse 
of  the  witness  waa  not  OMisidered  diarespeot- 
ful  to  the  oommittee,  and  espetdaHy  to  Hr. 
Peyton. 

Answer.  I  did  not  oondder  the  answers  q£ 
Mr,  Whitney,  alluded  to,  as  ^isre^>ectfbl  either 
to  the  committee  or  Mr.  POTton,  inasmuch  aa 
my  opinion  has  been,  titm  the  l>^nning,  that 
be  was  under  no  le^  obligation  to  answer  the 
interrogatoriefi,  or  most  of  them ;  and  as  I  eon- 
aider  the  term"  inqoidtorial"  to  be  wed  in  n 
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technical  sense,  and  nofc  with  a  dlspo^tion  to 
be  nnconrteonB  to  the  committee,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  it. 

Thirteenth  question  of  Mr,  Belu  Bid  not 
Chief  Justice  Taney,  in  his  evidence  before  the 
committee,  disprove  the  allegation  of  the  wit- 
ness in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Dnane,  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasnry,  bo  ftr  as  relates  to  his  having, 
at  any  time,  recommended  him  (Whitney)  as  a 
fit  person  to  he  sn  agent  <rf  the  deposit  banks 
or  of  the  Treasury  I 

Answer.  Chief  Justice  Taney's  evidence  is 
not  before  me,  and,  if  it  were,  it  might  perhq>s 
he  questioned  whether  it  was  competent  for  me 
to  say  what  degree  of  evidence  amounte  to 
proof.  For  a  fbrther  answer  of  the  question,  I 
refer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and  the 
answers  of  Mr.  Tuiey,  allnded  to  in  the  ques- 
tion, both  of  which  are  in  the  possession  at  the 
committee. 

Fourteenth  qaestion  of  Ur.  Bell.  How  far 
was  Mr.  Peyton  sitt^  from  the  witness  (Whit- 
ney) at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the 
'  ocenR«nce  to  whldi  yon  have  allnded  t  State, 
also,  Thether  Hr.  Peyton  was  not  dtting  nearer 
to  the  witness  than  any  other  member  of  the 
committee.  State,  also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton 
was  not  standing  still  at  the  time  he  had  his 
hand  in  nis  bosom,  and  when  Mr.  Wise  ap- 
l^oadied  him. 

Answer.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
occnrrence  allnded  to,  Hr.  Peyton  was  sitting 
within  a  few  feet  of  Mr.  Whitney,  say  three  to 
feet,  and  was  nearer  Mr.  Whitney  than 
any  other  member  of  tiie  committee.  I  think 
Mr.  Peyton  was  not  standing  still  at  the  time 
named  in  the  quwtion,  bnt  was  endeavoring  to 
advance,  and  was  resirted  in  so  doing  principal- 
ly by  Mr.  Wise. 

Jifteoith  qnestjoQ  ot  Mr.  Bell.  Have  yon, 
or  any  other  person,  to  yonr  knowledge,  had 
any  conversation  with  the  said  B.  H.  Whitney 
since  the  occurrence  in  the  committee  t  If  so, 
did  he  inform  yon  then  that  he  was  alarmed, 
and  that  bis  fears  had  induced  him  to  take  tiie 
conrse  which  he  has  done  in  this  matter  ?  State 
all  he  said  in  relation  to  his  fears,  or  the  motives 
which  induced  his  conrse  upon  this  occasion. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  conversation 
Others  have  bad  with  Mr.  Whitney  upon  this 
subject,  I  have  had  none.  I  had  no  acqnaiut- 
ance  with  Mr.  Whitney  prior  to  being  appointed 
on  the  select  committee,  and  hare  since  oare- 
AiUy  abstained  tnm  conversation  with  bim. 
Upon  one  occasion,  howerer,  since  the  occur- 
rence of  the  36th  of  Jannaiy,  I  was  in  the 
company  of  Ur.  Whibtey  a  few  minutes,  who 
made  some  remarks  upon  the  subject,  not  ad- 
dressed to  me  particularly.  So  far  as  I  can 
recollect  them,  they  were,  in  substance,  that 
he  was  not  afraid  of  Hr.  Peyton,  at  the  time 
allnded  to ;  that  he  (Whitney)  was  not  armed 
at  the  time,  bnt  intended,  if  Mr.  Peyton  bad 
drawn  a  weapon,  to  have  sprung  forward, 
oaa^t  his  ano,  and  flung  him  into  the  fire- 
plaoe.  This  was  before  he  had  sect  a  petition 
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to  the  House,  and  before  his  arrest  for  an  al- 
leged contempt. 

First  question  of  Mr.  Bbnobbr.  In  the  sub- 
sequent examinations  before  tl^  committee  to 
which  B.  M.  Whitney  was  pleased  to  submit, 
after  the  occurrence  between  him  and  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, did  he  exhibit  fears  of  personal  violence 
from  Mr.  Wise,  or  from  aaj  other  member  of 
the  committee  ? 

Answer,  I  have  seen  no  indicalions  of  fear 
on  the  part  of  Hr.  Whitney. 

Second  question  of  Hr.  Bknchbb.  Was  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Wise,  or  any  other  member  of 
^e  committee,  calculated  to  create  such  fears  t 

Answer.  Excepting  the  time  of  the  occur- 
rence of  the  26th  of  January,  I  answer  nega- 
tively. 

Fourth  question  by  Counsel.  Did  Mr.  Wise 
at  any  time,  and  when  and  where,  state  what 
was  bis  purpose  in  going  round  the  table,  and 
placing  himself  near  the  accused,  as  stated  in 
your  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  1  If  yea, 
what  did  he  aar  was  his  purpose!  And  was 
the  statranent  of  Hr.  IHse,  as  to  hu  purpose  in 
that  movement,  before  or  after  the  acoased's 
testimony  befinre  the  committee  had  been 
closed? 

Answer.  I  was  not  present  when  Hr.  Wise 
made  the  statement  alluded  to,  in  this  House, 
on  I  think  Saturday,  the  4th  of  February,  lly 
information  was  derived  from  conversation  with 
members  who  were  present,  and  from  the  re* 
port  of  his  remarks  in  the  Globe  and  Intelli- 
gencer of  this  city.  I  think  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Whitney  had  closed  prior  to  that  time. 

Fifth  question  by  Counsel.  In  your  foregoing 
answers,  touching  the  interrogatfHies  propound- 
ed to  Hr.  Whitney  before  &e  ccnamittec^  do. 
yon' refer  to  any  questions  pnt  to  Ur.  Wlutney 
by  Hr.  Peyton,  or  by  others  of  the  committee, 
or  to  any  o£  hu  answers  or  refbsals  to  answer, 
hut  what  are  recorded  in  the  journal  of  the 
committee,  and  found  in  the  printed  copy  of 
that  Journal  referred  to  ia  the  foregoing  inter- 
rogatories ;  and  is  that  a  copy  printed  by  order 
of  the  committee  ?  If  so,  annex  the  whole  of 
it  to  your  answer. 

Answer.   I  have  referred  to  the  questions 
and  answers,  and  refusals  to  answer,  which 
have  been  published  by  the  committee,  and  to 
:  them  alone.   I  annex  the  journal,  so  far  as  it 
has  been  printed  by  order  of  the  committee : 

[Here  follow  from  pages  1  to  112,  incla- 
dve,  of  printed  journal  of  we  select  committee.] 

Kzth  question  by  Connse^  Is  not  the  evi- 
dence of  Chief  Justice  Taney,  and  also  that  of 
Mr.  Duane,  recorded  in  the  Journal  of  the  com- 
mittee! 

Answer.  I  presume  it  is;  bnt  I  have  run 
my  eye  rapidly  over  the  printed  journal,  and 
do  not  find  the  evidence  there. 

Seventh  question  by  Counsel.  Was  Hr. 
Whitney  present  at,  or  ever  opprised  the 
examination  of  Chief  Justice  Tane^  or  Hr. 
Dume,  or  of  the  nature  of  their  evidence,  or 
ever  afforded  an  opportunity  to  pnt  qmmom 
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to  dthar,  in  explonatioM  of  their*  evidence,  or 
to  addnoe  any  corroboratioa  of  his  own,  In  case 
any  discrepancy  should  appear  ? 

Answer.   Be  was  not  present,  nor  was  he 

rised  of  the  examination  of  Kr.  Taney  and 
Dnane,  to  my  knowledge. 

piiti»rogatoiie§  rindlw  to  thoie  pat  to  the  first 
witiieas  (Ur.  lUtfield)  were  ilao  addnmed  to  Ur. 
Huner,  and  received  rimilar  snswen  u  fiw  u  the 
knowledge  of  llr.  Earner  went] 


FbidaT}  Febmary  17. 
Cats  of  R.  M.  Whitney— Mr.  Hamer't 

Tatimony. 

Rrst  qnestion  by  Mr.  Pktton.  Have  yon 
heard  any  member  of  this  House  declare  that 
any  proeeiading  should  be  adopted  or  prosecuted 
to  bring  the  occurrences  io  the  committee,  on 
the  25ui  of  January,  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  1  And  if  yes,  state  whether  you  have 
heard  BDch  an  opinion  expressed  by  many  of 
the  members  of  the  House ;  and,  also,  whether 
any  of  them  suggested  that  proceedings  against 
R.  M.  Whitney,  for  a  contempt,  would  be  a 
proper  mode  ox  effecting  that  oi^eot 

Mr.  TuBKiLL  said  he  was  under  the  neoeuufy 
of  o^eoUng  to  this  interrogatory,  as  he  con- 
sidered it  a  very  improper  inquiry  to  make. 

Ur.  Bond  called  for  tne  yeas  and  naya ;  which 
Tere  ordered,  and  were — ^yeas  89,  nays  84. 

So  the  House  determined  the  interrogatory 
should  be  put 

Hr.  Haicbb  then  sent  to  the  Oh&ir  the  follow- 
ing: 

Answer.  I  have  heard  some  members  say 
that  the  pnoceedtngs  alluded  to  ought  to  he 
brought  before  the  Bouse;  that  opinion  has 
not  been  expressed  to  me  by  many  members. 
I  have  not  heard  any  one  say,  so  far  as  I  now 
veocrflect,  that  proceedings  against  K.  M.  Whit- 
ney, for  a  contempt,  wonid  oe  a  proper  mode 
of  effecting  that  ot^ect 

First  interrc^tory  by  Kr.  Wub.  From  the 
facte  within  yonr  knowledge,  or  from  remarks 
made  to  ;ou,  or  in  your  presMce,  by  members 
of  this  House,  or  by  B.  M.  Whitney,  have  yon 
a  doubt  of  the  foot  that  this  investigation  was 
and  is  intended,  by  said  members  and  said 
Whibiey,  to  affect  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton! 
State  aU  the  facts  and  circumstances,  the  con- 
versations and  meetings,  the  remarks  of  mem- 
bers, or  of  said  Whitney,  which  go  to  diow 
that  such  is  the  oljeot  of  those  concerned  in 
the  same. 

Mr.  Tntmi.  called  fbr  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  78,  nays  99. 

Bo  tlie  Hoose  determined  the  intem^atory 
shoold  not  be  put. 

Second  intern^tory  by  lit.  Wisa.  Do  yon 
know  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  from  infor- 
mation derived  from  the  Prwdent  himself,  or 
any  member  or  members  with  whom  he  may 
have  consulted  or  advised,  or  to  whom  he  m»- 
have  mggasted  an  opinion,  as  to  the  prooeed- 
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ings  upon  the  report  of  the  select  committee, 
whetiier  he  (tlie  President  of  the  United  States) 
has  not  advised  and  recommended  to  members 
the  course  which  has  been  pursued  by  the 
House  in  this  matter  of  alleged  contempt ;  and 
whetber  he  did  or  did  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
asngn  as  a  reason  for  that  course,  &at  it  would 
try  the  coaduet  of  Messrs.  Peyton  and  Wise  in 
the  committee  of  which  Mr.  Oarland  is  chair; 
man,  urging  that  it  was  necessary  to  condemn 
that  conduct. 

Mr.  VAin>EBPOBL  asked  fi>r  the  yeas  and 
nays ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were—yeas  6^ 
n^llS. 

Bo  the  House  determined  that  the  interroga- 
tory  be  not  propounded  to  the  witness. 

Second  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Petton.  Have 
yon  heard  any  members  of  this  House,  and  if 
yea,  who,  state  that  they  hoped  or  wished  Whit- 
ney would  refuse  to  appear  before  the  commit- 
tee, so  as  to  give  an  opportunity  to  examine 
into  the  transaction  before  the  committee,  or 
any  word  or  expression  to  that  effect ;  and  have 
you  known  any  members  of  this  House,  and  if 
yea,  who,  state  that  they  had  counselled  with 
Whitney  as  to  the  coarse  he  should  pursue ;  or 
have  yon  known  any  member  of  this  Hoose 
oonnse!  with  said  Whitney  as  to  the  course  to 
he  pursued  by  him,  ^tiier  before  Uie  House  or 
Qie  committee  ?  State  fhlly  all  yon  know  aa 
this  subject. 

Mr.  TvBRiLL  objected  to  this  interrogatory. 

Mr.  RoBBBTSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  75,  nays  91. 

So  the  House  determined  that  this  intem^a- 
tory  rfioald  not  be  put. 

Third  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Pbtton.  Have 
you  heard  any  members  of  this  House,  and  if 
yea,  who,  state  that,  by  commencing  this  pro- 
ceeding agfunst  Whitney  in  the  House,  the 
whole  conduct  and  declarations  of  Messrs.  Wise 
and  Peyton  would  be  proven,  and  thereby  bring 
them,  as  far  as  posrible,  into  dis^ace  before  the 
nation ;  or  any  expressions  or  declarations  to 
that  eflbot ;  and  that  &ey  wonld  vote  for  the 
investigation  with  a  view  to  that  object  ? 

Mr.  IiTaEitsoi.t.  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  69, 
nays  86. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  intern^ja- 
tory  be  not  put 

Fourth  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Pettoh.  When 
did  yon  first  see  the  written  statement  of  Mr. 
F^rfield,  which  he  presented  to  this  House,  in 
answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  propounded 
to  him,  or  the  substance  of  the  same? 

Answer.  Several  di^s  before  he  was  ex- 
amined as  a  witness  in  this  Honse ;  hot  the  ex- 
act date  I  do  not  remonber.  I  believe  the  one 
eAiown  to  me  then  to  be  substantially  the  one 
presented  here  when  he  was  examined. 

[Similar  intenogatories  with  those  addressed  to 
the  preceding  witnesses,  were  then  addreawd  to  Mr. 
Martin,  and  were  answered  snbstMitiafly  to  the  isme 
eSbob] 
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Mr.  GiUefa  Tettimony. 

First  qnestion  hj  the  Coonsel  for  the  aecnsed. 
Please  state  all  the  dreamstanoeB  atteoding  Hm 
dispute  and  disorder  that  ooonrred  before  the 
sdect  oomniittee  whereof  Mr.  Garland  is  chdr- 
man,  on  Wednesday,  the  26th  of  January ;  and 
■tate  particalarlT  aU  that  was  sud  and  done  by, 
and  the  whole  demeanor  and  condnct  oi^  R.  U. 
Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the  committee, 
and  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton,  as  members  of 
that  committee,  and  all  that  occurred  on  that 
occanoD. 

Answer.  I  have  heard  the  answer  <^  Mr. 
Fairfield  to  this  interrogatory,  and  recollect  the 
facts  stated,  by  him,  ^d  think  they  are  truly 
stated ;  and  I  adopt  his  answer  thereto  as  a 
put  of  mr  own.  I  think  other  words  reflect- 
lag  Dpon  Mr.  Wliitney  were  used  hy  both  Mr. 
WIBB  and  lb.  Peyton,  bat  I  eaimot  call  to  mind 
any  that  I  am  certain  were  spoken  before  Mr. 
Whitney  retired  from  the  committee  room. 

[The  remaining  portion  of  the  witness's  re- 
ply was  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Fairfield  to  the 
same  query,} 

[The  interrogatories  put  to  the  prerioos  witnesses 
were  then  put  to  Mr.  GiUet^  recdvhig  the  aune  su- 
nren.] 


8AT0BDAT,  Fehrnaiy  18. 
Com  nfS.If.  Whttnejf. 
Mr.  Wise  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
House  to  call  the  reporter  for  the  Intelligencer, 
ftwn  whose  notes,  aided  by^  his  own  raooUeo- 
tioii,  Mr.  W.  had  written  ont  hla  speech  tar  that 
paper ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

.  Tatwumy  of  John  Whiteheadj  Beporter. 

Qaestion  by  Mr.  Wisb.  Will  yon  please  state 
whether  yoa  did  not  famish  Mr.  Wise  with 
your  notes,  as  a  reporter  of  the  Intelligencer, 

his  remarks  in  the  Honse,  narrating  and  ex- 
pluning  the  oconrrences  in  the  committee  of 
which  Mr.  Garland  is  diairman,  in  the  matter 
of  difiScnlty  between  Mr.  Peyton  and  R.  M. 
Whitney ;  and  whether  yon  can  now  Tonoh  for 
the  general  correctness  of  the  report  of  these 
remarks  in  tiie  lut^igenoer,  particularly  tiie 
report  of  the  paragraph  or  sentence  oommeno- 
Ing  "  Let  DM  not  be  mimnderBtood,"  &o. 

Answer.  Tea ;  I  did  supply  Mr.  Wise  witik 
the  report  of  the  statement  which  be  made  to 
the  HoQse,  narrating  the  occurrences  in  the 
committee  of  which  Mr.  Garland  is  chairman. 
I  can  and  do  vouch  for  the  general  correctness 
of  the  report  as  contained  in  the  InteUigencer, 
and  [Mirticnlarly  the  report  of  the  paragraph  com- 
menrang  "  Let  me  noV'  ^  ^  distinctly  recol- 
lect the  sentence  being  uttered,  viz :  "  If  he , 
had  drawn  a  we^Km,  it  durald  not  have  done 
its  execution." 

Mr.  Jones,  oonnsel  for  the  accnsed,  then  in- 
ftrmed  the  House  that  they  had  got  through 
.  vith  aU  the  oral  tMtimony  which  th^  propoaed 
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introdncin^  at  that  time,  and  said  he  held  in  his 
hand  certam  dooumeuuuy  evidence  which  th^ 
intended  to  introduce.  The  evidence  alluded 
to,  he  sud,  wera  extracts  fi'om  tlie  accredited 
speedtes  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (^r. 
Wise,)  and  the  gentieman  firom  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Pbvton  ;)  which  extracts  went  to  show  the  quo 
animo  of  the  other  proceedings  of  tiiose  gentle- 
men a^^nst  the  accnsed.  He  consider^  this 
proposition  as  necessary  to  show  the  state  of 
leelmg  which  existed  in  the  breasts  of  those 

SenUeraen  towards  the  accnsed;  bnt  in  so 
oing  it  was  not  their  intention  to  mutilate 
these  speeches,  and  take  small  portions  of 
them,  but  to  lay  them  before  the  House  in  ex- 
term.  To  save  time,  however,  they  only  pro- 
posed the  reading  of  snoh  portions  of  them  as 
bore  upon  the  point  at  issae,  yet  the  whole 
speeches  were  before  the  Hooae,  so  that  mj 
gentleman  might  exandne  than  for  himself. 

Mr.  PioEmra  then  withdrew  his  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  the  proportion  tointrodooe 
tibis  testimony  was  lost,  without  a  divbion. 

Mr.  GnoLsoN,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  conduct  the  examination,  then  arose  and  an- 
nounced that  the  oounsel  for  the  accused  had 
closed,  so  far,  their  oral  testimony,  bnt  desired, 
through  bim,  to  submit  a  proportion  to  the 
House.  They  had  fomished  him  with  a  list  or 
memorandnm  of  certiun  portions  of  thejonmal 
of  the  Select  Committee  of  which  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Gablakd,  of  Yirginia,  was  churman,  with  a 
request  that  a  derk  be  directed  to  transcribe 
them  for  the  use  of  counsel  and  the  membera, 
The  reastm  <tf  the  requeet  was  this :  thejonmal 
was  tiien  fn  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  could 
not,  witliont  tctj  great  inctmvouence.  be  ^Hved 
from  the  printing  office ;  because,  if  it  was,  it 
could  not  be  pnnted  in  time  for  the  report. 
He  therefore  moved  that  a  clu'k  be  appointed 
to  make  such  otraota,  fitnr  the  pnrpose  above 
menticmed. 

Mr.  Patioh  then  sabmltted  the  fdhnring 

resolution. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  further  to  pross' 
cute  the  trial  of  Reuben  U.  Whitney,  for  the  cou> 
tempt  of  the  House  Alleged  to  have  been  committed 
by  him,  and  that  he  be  now  dischaiged. 

Mr.  Pattoh  said  that  he  had  from  the  b^^in- 
ning  foreseen  that  the  trial  would  assnme  the 
form  and  character  which  it  had  put  on ;  that 
it  would  beprobaoted  to  a  most  unreasonable 
lengUt,  by  the  introduction. of  a  vast  mass  of 
irrdevant  testim(my,  and  by  the  raising  of  an 
infinite  number  of  questions  of  evidence ;  and 
that  the  wosecntion  of  the  inqnuy  niiist  lead  to 
heated  debate,  and  probably  angry  perscmal  od- 
lision. 

I  think  (said  Mr.  P.)  it  must  be  suffioieatiy 
manifest,  if  we  attempt  to  go  on  re^:alarly 
through  this  trial,  receiving  all  that  kind  of 
testimony  and  pursuing  that  mode  of  investigar 
tion  which  the  decinons  of  the  House  already 
have  authorized,  that  there  can  be  no  terminft- 
tioa  of  the  ease  mtil  the  whole  of  the  xvadm 
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of  the  WMioii,  now  barely  saffioient  for  doing 
the  pnblio  budneas  of  auunte^  iodimensahle 
neoesrily,  BhaU  have  been  otHuomed.  If  we  go 
on  throngh  tlie  evidenoe^  and  are  called  on  to 
iirononnce  a  Jndgmait  on  the  merita,  we  most 
near  debate  from  the  oonnsel  of  the  accused 
and  from  many  membeni  of  the  Hoose,  which 
it  would  be  ezo^ingly  difScnlt  to  restrain  hj 
the  means  provided  for  arresting  debate  in  an 
ordinary  case  of  legidation.  Under  tiiese  cir^ 
cnmstancea,  I  have  been  meditating  for  some 
time  to  propose  something  whioh  would  put  a 
stop  to  the  case  without  any  decision  on  the 
merits.  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  and 
it  may,  perhaps,  induce  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  to  receive  more  faTorfij>Iy  the  proposition, 
that  I  have  studiously  and  purpos^y  abstained 
fhnn  voting  upon  any  of  the  nnmerons  ques- 
tiona  of  evidence,  whidi  luve  arisen  in  the 
caae.  I  have  kmt  myself  aloof  ftcm  all  the 
excitement  whi<m  I  was  sure  the  case  must 
elicit,  m  some  measure  in  the  hope  that,  from 
a  pontion  of  that  sort,  a  conciliatory  motion, 
oafoulated  to  pnt  a  stop  to  a  trial  so  disastrous 
to  the  discharge  of  the  pablio  legislation  of  the 
country,  and  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  any  de- 
cision on  the  merits  of  the  case,  might  be  ac- 
ceptably received.  I  do  verily  believe  that  if 
one  siugle  speeoh,  saoh  as  will  be  made,  and 
perhaps  must  be  made,  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  case,  shall  be  delivered  on  this  floor,  conse- 
quences the  most  deplwable  will  fidlow ;  BoeoeB 
of  violenoe  and  peraooal  oolMcai,  sncih  «a  we 
are  not  sccnstomed  even  here  to  witness^  as 
w^  aa  the  valuable  time  of  the  Honse  thrown 
away  so  far  aa  necessary  legislation  is  concern- 
ed, without  the  hope  d  having  any  calm,  dis- 
passionate, or  nsefol  determination  of  the  oaae 
Itself  which'  ia  under  trial.  Before  we  got  in- 
volved  in  this  case,  I  made  an  effort  to  prevent 
it  by  laying  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  table.  I  would  now  renew  that  proposi- 
tion, but  the  effect  of  that  would  be  to  leave 
the  prisoner  in  castody.  I  have,  therefore,  ^n> 
posed  the  resolution  now  under  consideration, 
wr  the  pnrpose  of  effecting  the  'samo  olyeot : 
that  ia^  to  get  rid  of  tbia  case  in  the  only  prac- 
ticable way,  without  coming  to  any  deci^on  of 
the  Honse  on  the  merits  or  demeritB  of  the 
Moosed,  or  anybody  dse,  whose  oondnot  is 
dtreody  or  indirectly  implicated  in  the  trial. 

Ur.  WiSB  inquired  whether,  before  the  coun- 
sel for  the  accused  had  ooncluded  their  fflcam- 
ination,  it  was  in  order  to  move  such  a  resolu- 
tion without  first  moving  to  suBpend  the  rules. 

The  Chaih  said  the  counsel  for  the  accused 
had  conclnded  the  examination  <^  witnesses,  as 
he  nnderstood. 

Te$Uinony  of  the  BbnorabU  Jainu$  Garland. 

First  question  by  the  Counsel  for  the  accnsed. 
Pleiae  state  aU  the  (drcvnutances  attmding  the 
dispnte  and  disorder  that  ooonrred  before  the 
Sewot  Oonmiittee  whereof  Hr.  Gariand  is  di^- 
man,  aa  We^esdar,  the  2Sth  <tf  Jannaiy,  and 
attte  particularly  aU  that  was  a^  and  dtme  by, 
YokSnL-rSo 
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and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  o^  B.  If. 
Whitnqr,  as  a  witness  attending  the  0(niEHnltte& 
and  Uessrs.  Wise  and  Peyton,  as  members  <a 
that  committee,  and  aU  that  occurred  on  that 
occasion. 

Answer.  The  transaction  now  investigating 
took  place  on  the  night  of  the  26th  day  of  Jan- 
uary last  Mr.  Peyton  had,  without  otf^ection 
by  the  committee,  proposed  to  Hr.  Whitney  the 
following  intem^atory :  '*  Did  yon  receive  any 
letter  of  recommendation  from  R.  B.  Taney,  or 
did  he,  in  any  manner,  countenance  you  in  ap- 
plying for  the  agency  contemplated ;  or  did  he 
positively  refuse  to  recommend,  receive,  or 
countenance  yon  in  that  capacity,  while  he  was 
at  the  head  of  the  Treasniy  Department!" 
which  I,  as  ohinrman,  prop<ftmded.  To  this 
interrogatoiy  Hr,  Wl^tn^  retomed  tiie  follow- 
ing answer: 

"I  deolbie  answering  thb  interrogatory, 
ipore  particularly  as  the  individual  propounding 
it  has  asserted,  positively  and  pubhcly,  that  the 
substance  of  the  latter  part  of  it  is  true,  begin- 
ning with  *  or  did  he,'  &o. ;  therefore,  being 
the  pari^  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper  witness. 
I  think,  in  justice,  that  the  individual  who  has 
made  the  aUegation  shonld  be  called  to  produce 
his  proof." 

After  I  had  sent  the  answer  to  the  commit- 
'  tee,  Ur.  Peyton,  in  a  tone  and  manner  indicat- 
ing strong  ezdtement,  remarked,  "  Hr,  Chair* 
man,  I  wish  yon  distinotiy  to  inform  this  wit* 
ness  that  he  Is  not  to  insnlt  me  In  his  answers ; " 
then  rising  from  his  seat,  and  a|^>roaoUng  lir. 
Whitoey,  said,  as  well  as  I  can  rec(dleot,  "  I 
will  not  be  insulted  to  my  face  by  any  damned 
thief  and  damned  robber ;  and  if  yon  dare  to 
insnlt  me  here  to  my  f^oe,  God  damn  yon,  I 
will  pnt  you  to  death  on  the  spot.  Ton  say  in 
your  card  that  I  seek  protection  nnder  my  con- 
stitutional privileges,  out  I  will  let  yon  know 
that  I  do  not  claim  any  constitntional  privilt^ 
to  protect  me  agfunst  an  tnsnlt  to  my  faoe,  here 
or  elsewhere."  Before  Hr.  Peyton  had  flnisbed 
this  sentence,  Ur.  Wise  rose  tram  his  seat,  which 
was  on  the  sofa,  on  the  side  of  t^e  room  oppo- 
rite  Mr.  Whitu^  and  walked  about  half  wi^^ 
serosa,  saying, "  Yes ;  the  committee  had  borne 
the  damned  insdenoe  of  that  witness  long 
enongh ;  it  was  insnflSBnible."  Ur.  Tejt/oa  re- 
marked, "Wise,  this  is  my  bnriness;  don*t 
you  interfere."  I  immediatJy  rose,  and  said  to 
Mr.  Wise,  "  Wise^on't  do  so,  you  are  wrong." 
Upon  which  Hr.  Wise  immediately  retnmed  to 
his  seat.  When  Ur.  Wise  tamed  to  resnme  his 
seat,  I  immediately  tnmed  to  Ur.  Peyton,  and 
remained,  "  Ur.  Peyton,  yon  most  olwerve  the 
order  of  the  committee."  Ur.  Peyton  imme- 
diately turned  from  the  witness  to  me,  and  said, 
as  near  as  I  can  reoollect,  *'  Hr.  Chairman,  I 
ai>peal  to  you  to  say  if  I  nave  not  treated  this 
witness,  from  the  beginning,  as  if  he  were  a 
gentieman ;  but  111  be  damned  if  I  will  be  In- 
sulted to  mr  fine."  He  then  took  his  seat  in. 
the  ohair  widc^  I  bad  occupied,  aa  I  had  taken 
the  «hair  vhteh  he  had  lim  mm,  Aft«  Mi; 
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FeTton  and  myself  were  both  seated,  Mr.  Whit- 
ne;^  rose  from  his  seat,  and,  advancing  one  or 
two  Bteps  toTrards  me,  sud,  *'  Mr,  Chainn^," 
nttering  two  or  three  other  words  which  I  did 
not  hear.  Before  he  bad  finished  his  sentence, 
Mr.  Peyton  rose  np  and  said,  as  well  as  I  recol- 
lect, "He  has  no  right  to  speak  here;  God 
damn  him,  he  i^ian't  speak ;  ne  must  give  his 
answers  in  wiitios."  Then,  turning  towards 
Mr..  Whitnegr,  esii,  "Yon  nave  no  rig^t  to 
nieak  here ;  At  down,  mr."  I  remarked  to  ib, 
Peyton  that  the  vitoess  had  a  li^t  to  make  a 

faeaUon  touching  his  examina^n ;  bnt^  before 
finished  the  remark,  Mr.  Peyton,  very  mnch 
excited,  said,  *'  Damn  him,  I  have  treated  him 
as  if  he  were  a  gentieman."  I  agdn  remarked 
to  Mr.  Peyton  that  he  most  observe  order.  Mr. 
'Whitney,  who  bad  not  taken  his  seat,  said, 
**  Mr.  Obairman,  I  came  here  under  the  sxmi- 
mons  of  the  committee.  I  claim  its  protec- 
tion." Mr.  Peyton  s(ud,  "  Damn  him,  he  has 
insulted  me  to  my  face ;  damn  him,  he  looks  at 
me ;  he  shan't  look  at  me."  As  he  made  this 
rwiark,  appearing  very  angry,  he  put  his  r^ht 
hand  either  to  bis  bosom  or  the  ride  podiet  of 
hifl  ooat  Aa  mm  as  he  pnt  his  haiid  to  Us 
bommf  Ut.  Wise  sprang  forward,  adzed  Mr. 
Teyton  by  the  breast,  and  stud,  "Peyton,  don't 
notice  him ;  damn  him,  he  is  not  worthy  of 
your  notice ; "  and  some  other  expresedon,  which 
I  do  net  remember.  Mr.  Peyton  remarked,  "  I 
will  notice  him ;  I  would  notice  him  if  be  were 
a  damned  dogj  if  be  insulted  me  to  my  face." 
As  soon  as  Mr.  Wise  seized  hold  of  Mr.  Peyton, 
I  stepped  between  him  and  Mr.  Wliitney,  and 
Mr.  Aurtin  took  bold  of  his  right  arm.  Mr. 
Wise  shoved  Mr.  Peyton  back  some  two  or 
three  steps  towards  tiie  Bofa,  Mr.  Peyton  en- 
deavoring somewhat  to  disengage  himself  from. 
Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Martin,  bat  failed.  About 
tills  time  some  member  of  the  committee  made 
a  motion  to  suspend  the  examinatioii,  and  Mr. 
Hamer  made  some  remarks,  which  I  did  not 
hear,  for  my  attention  was  Erected  to  the  par- 
ties, with  a  view,  if  necessary,  to  prevent  coUi- 
iioD  by  personal  interposition.  At  tills  time,  I 
remarked  to  Mr.  Whitney,  "that  a  question 
would  arise  as  to  the  disposition  of  his  answer, 
and  that  he  would  bepleased  to  retire ; "  which 
he  did.  After  Mr.  Whitney  retired,  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, who  had  been  very  mnch  excited,  became 
more  tranquil;  expressed  his  regret  for  the 
oocnrrence;  urgedj  in  extenuation,  the  insnit 
which  he  bad  received  in  the  answer  referred 
to,  and  the  contemptuous  look  and  scowl  wiUi 
vhioh  it  was  accompanied,  as  the  cause  of  his 
great  excitement,  and  apologized  to  the  com- 
mittee, promising  that  thereafter  he  would  try 
and  suppress  his  feeling  unless  grossly  and 
dlrectiy  insulted.  Mr,  Hamer  then  snbmitted 
the  following  motion : 

"Tliat  the  answer  to  the  ISth  question  be 
■r^umed  to  the  witness,  being  no  reply  to  the 
int«T(^tory,  and  disrespectnil  to  a  member 
of  the  oonunittee ; "  which  was  nnanlmously 
adopted.  Mr.  Wise  thai  called  me  to  hioif  near 
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I  the  window,  and  remarked  that,  "  in  Mr.  Pey- 
ton's present  state  of  feeling,  it  would  not  do  to 
permit  him  and  Mr.  Whitney  to  go  out  of  the 
room  twether ;  if  they  did,  be  would  not  be 
responsible  for  the  consequences;  that  it  would 
be  beet  to  call  hack  the  witness,  j>ennit  M>. 
Peyton  to  ask  him  another  question,  which 
.would  greatiy  tend  to  tranquillize  bim,  and  then 
disohane  the  witness,  without  the  committee's 
a^onrmng,'*  Itoldmml  wproveddTthei^; 
that  tiiere  was  some  unfinished  boshieeB  bdore 
the  committee,  which  I  would  call  np  whoi 
Mr.  Whitney  was  discharged;  and  that  he 
must  see  that  Mr.  Peyton  did  not  leave  the 
room ;  which  he  promised  he  would  da  The 
witness  was  then  called  in,  and  the  res61irti(m 
of  the  committee  read  to  him.  After  it  was 
read,  he  said,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  *'  if  I  have 
been  disreq>ectM  to  the  committee,  I  regret  it, 
and  apolo^ze  for  it."  Mr.  Peyton  then  pro- 
pounded a  question,  which  Mr.  Whitoey  an- 
swered in  a  respectful  manner,  and  was  dis- 
charged. As  Mr.  Whitoey  left  the  room,  I 
called  some  unfinished  business  to  the  attention 
of  the  oonunittee,  which  detained  it  abont  ten 
minntes,  and  then  it  a^jonrned.  In  tiUa  narr^ 
tive  I  am  guided  by  my  memory  alooe.  I  have 
given  the  ciroumstanoee  which  occurred,  and 
the  language  vhioh  was  em^oyed,  as  aocnratdy 
as  a  treaoberona  memory  will  permit.  I  do  not 
profess  entire  aconracT^,  or  to  have  stated  all 
that  occurred. 

[The  oflual  intem^atories  were  tbeo  pat  to  Mr. 
Osriasd,  Bnd  answered  about  as  other  witnesses  had 
done,  as  far  as  his  knowledge  extended ;  after  which 
Up.  Fairfield,  the  first  vHcev,  was  called  back,  and 
further  httorogsted.] 


MoKSAT,  February  20. 

Cktse  of  JL  M.  Whitney. 

Mr.  Lank,  there  being  no  question  before  the 
Honse,  tiien.  snhnuttect  his  resolntioa,  aa  fol- 
lows: 

Setolved^  That  it  is  Inexpedient  to  prosecute  further 
the  alleged  contempt  of  Beuben  H.  Whitney  against 
the  aa«bority  of  this  House,  and  that  said  Whitney 
be  now  discharged  from  custody. 

Mr.  GaoLsoN  wished  to  know  whether  the 
investigation  on  the  part  of  the  committee  oonld 
be  stopped  in  this  way. 

The  Ohaib  replied  that  that  was  a  questim 
for  the  House,  not  the  Chair,  to  detemdne. 
"nid  witness  was  off  the  stand,  and  the  same 
question  arose  the  other  day. 

Mr.  Laiib  then  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  the  only 
speech  I  have  to  make  on  this  resolution  is  to 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Dawsoh.  Mr.  Speaker,  can  a  gentiemaa 
take  the  floor,  present  a  restdution,  and  call  for 
the  previous  question,  without  the  power  of  the 
Honse  to  amend  it  ? 

The  Chaib.  O&tairlj. 
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Ur.  SiQUu.  Hr.  Speaker^  the  pc^t  of  order 
I  inquire  about  is  thu :  whether  it  li  compe- 
tent for  any  member  of  thia  Honse,  while  this 
Honse  is  organized  as  a  Judicial  tribunal,  to  out 
off,  hj  this  guillotine  eort  of  process,  tbe  right 
of  tbe  accused  to  be  heard  by  bis  counsel. 

The  Ohaib.  That  is  a  matter  for  the  consid- 
eration of  this  House.  The  House  may  vote 
according  to  its  diwretion  or  aooordiug  to  its 
judgment. 

7b.  Joues  (of  oounad  for  the  accused.)  Can- 
not this  proposiUoa  be  amended,  dr  I 

Tbe  Chaib.  Ho  |»x>poeition  can  be  amended 
aftu*  the  demand  fcv  toe  prerioDs  question. 

Hr,  Wise.  la  there  not  a  vitnesB  on  the 
rtandt 

The  Ohaie.  There  is  not 

Hr.  Wise.  Has  not  the  derk  of  the  Seteot 
Oommittee  been  summoned  1 

Tbe  CiiAiE  has  issued  a  subpoena  for  him,  but 
he  was  not  called  on  the  stand. 

Kr.  Wise.  .  Have  there  not  been  questions 
propounded  which  have  not  been  answered  ? 

Hr.  Oholboh.  I  gave  the  cl^k  seventeen 
interrogatories,  which  he  has  not  answered. 

The  Ohaib,  as  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
House,  knows  nothing  of  it. 

Tdlers  having  been  i^ftpointed,  tiie  preTions 
qnesUtm  was  thai  Mconoed  by  the  House — 
yeas  78,  nays  64;  and  on  the  ^mesticHi,  "Shall 
the  nuun  qnesdon  be  now  pnt t" 

Mr.  Obaig  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  rwhioh 
were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  91,  nays  71. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordored  to  be  put ; 
and  on  the  main  question,  being  on  tbfi  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution, 

Mr.  Ohafin  asked  for  the  yeas  and  ni^s ; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  99,  nays 
72}  as  follows : 

Tub.— Messrs.  Anthony,  JuA,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bess,  BeauQont,  Blade,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bo- 
Tee,  Boyd,  Brigga,  Brown,  Budujum,  Bams,  Bynum, 
Cambreleog,  ^ey,  Chapman,  Cbapin,  Cleveland, 
Colee,  Cra^,  Cramer,  Cnuy,  Cnahman,  Doubleday, 
DromnxJe,  DoDlop,  Efoer,  Fariin,  Fowler,  French, 
Try,  denuaith,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Hendown,  Holt,  Howard,  Huntii^ton,  Ingham, 
William  JadcsuL  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Gave 
Johnson,  John  W .  Jones,  Beqiamin  Jones,  Kennon, 
Kilgore,  Eliosensmith,  Lane,  Laoung,  I«porte,  Gid- 
eon Lee,  JcwQua  Lee,  Leonard,  hogm,  LoyaU,  La- 
cu,  AbUdi  Uann,  William  Uason,  aUj,  McKay,  Uc- 
£eon,  HoKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Mor- 
nti,  Owens,  Page,  Patterson,  Patton,  Dutee  J. 
FesKoe,  Fheipe,  John  Beyoolda,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Sogers,  Sdinidc,  Se^rmour,  Shinn,  Scklea^  Smith, 
Bprague,  Sutherland,  Taylw,  John  Thcmson,  Toncey, 
Totrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  WsrdweU, 
Thomas  T.  WhltUesey,  YeU— 99. 

Nats. — Messrs.  CUUon  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  Bai- 
ley Bell,  Bond,  Buncdi,  William  B.  Calhonn,  Cimp- 
bdl,  Carter,  (Nutwood,  Oiilda,  Natbaidel  H.  Cld- 
borne,  Gsik,  Connor,  Cfurwin,  Codling,  Dailingtou, 
Dawson,  Debeny,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Forester, 
Gnham,  Granger,  Griffin,  Hlland  Hall,  Hard,  Harlan, 
Harper,  AU>ert  O.  Harrison,  HaKdtin&  VatoA^  Hoar, 
Howdl,  Hunt,  Hnntanan,  IhgenoU,  JaneSi  Jenifer, 


Lawler,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Love,  Lyon, 
HauiT,  McCarty,  McKennau,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Par- 
ker, Pearson,  FhiUips,  I^ena,  Potts,  Beed,  Kencber, 
Riusell,  Shields,  SUndefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro, 
Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson,  Ymton,  Washington, 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sberrod  Williams,  Tonne— 
72. 

So  the  resolution,  was  adopted;  and  Hr. 
Whitney  was  thereupon  ordered  to  be  dis- 
charged from  custody. 

Just  as  the  Chmr  was  announcing  the  order 
for  tbe  discharge  of  the  accused, 

Hr.  Fbttosc  interposed,  and  said,  before  the 
acoused  was  dismissed,  he  wished  to  propound 
a  question  to  him,  and  that  he  be  dewned  for 
tfaatporpoee.  [Orieaofnol  nol  fimnall parts 
ofthehsU.] 

Hr.  PiTTON  thereupon  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion,  saying,  **  Then  gentlemen  will  have 
an  Importunity  of  recording  their  no  1  not  " 

Hr.  Hank,  of  Kew  York,  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn. 

Hr.  Williams,  of  Korth  Carolina,  asked  for. 
the  yeas  and  nays ;  whidi  were  ordered,  and 
were— yeas  94,  nays  68. 

When  the  name  of  Hr..  Wisb  was  called,  tliat 
gentieman  rose  in  his  place,  and,  addressing  the 
Chidr,  Bud:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not  vote  until 
I  aaooi^  whether  I  am  disdurged  &om  pros- 
eention  or  not 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Wedkesdat,  February  23. 
Semuinff  Barik  V.  S.  Ifatet. 

Hr.  Oalbbaitb,  from  the  Select  Conunittee 
upon  the  subject  of  banking  operations  and  the 
reissues  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States^  reported  a  hill  providing  for  the  punish- 
ment <Hf  rdasuing  the  notes  of  ue  late  Bank  (tf 
the  United  Statea. 

Ur.  EnmoT  took  diis  oocasi(Hi  to  disclaim 
any  participation  in  the  bill  or  rep<fft,  never 
havinff  seen  either.  The  committee  met  soon 
after  uteir  ^pointment  when  nothing  was  done. 
They  were  to  wait  tbe  call  of  their  cludrman 
for  their  next  meeting.  He  now  understood 
they  bad  had  a  meeting  some  days  since,  but 
of  this  he  had  had  no  notice  to  attend.  Tbe 
first  notice  he  had  was  yesterday,  when  the 
chairman  s^  the  committee  proposed  meeting 
that  evraiing,  ai  the  lodgings  of  one  of  the 
members.  SCr.  K  informed  nim  that  he  was 
too  much  indisposed  to  go  out  in  the  evening, 
but  would  attend  any  morning  in  the  committer 
room  at  tiie  House.  He  therefore  disclaimed 
all  share,  or  merit,  or  responsibility,  for  the  bill 
or  report. 

Hr.  Masok,  of  Maine,  moved  that  five  thou- 
sand copies  be  printed ;  which  motion  Hes  over. 
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FBIDJ.T,  February  24. 
RelatioTiM  wiUi  Madeo. 

Hr.  HowABD,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affmra,  to  which  h&d  been  referred  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  8th 
of  February,  made  the  following  report  thereon : 

The  Comimttee  on  Forelm  Affairs,  to  which  was 
referred  the  Uessage  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  8th  of  Febmary,  relative  to'  Mexico, 
have  had  the  Bune  under  consideration,  and  reqwct- 
tuMj  oflbr  the  following  report. 

The  histoiT  of  the  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  exhibits  an  unbroken  socceasion  of 
good  feelings,  and,  as  far  as  the  occasion  permitted, 
of  kind  offices,  on  the  part  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, following  out,  in  this  aa  in  other  respects,  the 
dlspoeition  and  wii^  of  the  people.  The  first  to 
leoognize  Mexico  as  an  independ^t  power,  the  Gor- 
enunent  of  the  United  States  has  been  among  the 
flntlntbe  unceadng  maid&staUtn  of  fttendshq)  to 
tUsa^acent  Nrafli  American  Gorermnent  At  an 
early  period  <^  her  atruf^le  for  independence,  the 
porta  of  the  United  States  were  open  to  her  flag, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  incurring  responubility  for  tMa 
act  of  impartial  neutrality. 

Bnt  the  committee  perodve,  with  profomtd  re- 
grot,  that  on  the  part  of  Mexico  there  bis  been  a 
Kmg  train  of  faunries  to  the  proper^  of  Anerieau 
dtizena,  and  insnlts  to  tbs  natiwal  flag,  tat  iriUeb  re- 
dress, though  often  iMfomlsed,  has  seldom  bean  ob- 
tained. 

This  omission  has  doubtless  proceeded,  in  a  n«at 
measure,  from  the  nnsettted  oonditifm  of  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  the  numerous  and  radical  cbanges, 
wbidi  have  prevented  a  fixed  policy  from  behig  per- 
BUedinits  foreign  aflUrs.  But  tbe  committee  be- 
lieve that  it  has  also  sprung,  In  part,  from  a  Icnowl- 
edge  of  the  form  of  our  Goremment,  and  the  limited 
powers  of  its  execotiTe  branch. 

Cases  might  be  mentioned  In  wldch  a  demand  for 
redress,  when  made  by  na^ns  whose  Executive  had 
the  power  (tf  declaring  war,  and  consequently  the 
fobwdfaiate  prnm  vi  giving  lam  discr^k>nary  au- 
ttority  to  its  nanl  irfHcen,  has  been  prranptly  met, 
when  the  consequences  of  reftisal  were  uncertain. 
But  our  constitution  has  wisely  plaeed  the  war-malc- 
ing  power  in  the  l^slative  branch  of  tiie  Govem- 
ment,  and  no  severe  measures  are  likely  to  be  adopted 
towards  any  fcmign  power,  unless  upon  mnch  delQ>- 
cnthm  and  repeated  aggression.  It  would  seem  to 
follow  from  this,  however,  that  in  proportion  to  the 
slowness  shoold  be  the  flnnneB  of  the  vtdoe  nS  the 
nation,  when  ex}veflsed  throof^  all  the  d^mtments 
<tf  its  Govemmoit 

Those  nations  which  permit  themselves  to  disre- 
gard the  remonstrances  of  the  President,  when  con- 
veyed through  agents  appdnted  by  him,  and  rely  fbr 
Ibeir  security  iqton  the  limited  powers  whidi  our  con- 
•tttntimi  baa  intrusted  to  that  officer,  must  be  taught 
ttod  Us  complaints  against  imiuy  and  outrage  do  bat 
speak,  in  anticipation,  the  voice  of  the  entire  pet^e 
(Utile  country. 

It  may  be  tiiat,  witliout  reference  to  the  limited 
powers  of  the  Freudent,  the  Government  of  Mexico 
has  been  encouraged  to  persevere  ih  its  course  of 
SKfrestion  by  tbe  general  absence  from  its  n^4ibor- 
bood  of  vessels  <tf  war  belonging  to  the  Uidted  Sti^ 
tiie  InteiposMon  ttf  wUeh  might  hare  been  more  ef< 
feotual  than  a  fUplomatio  note. 


tFawTAiT,  1887. 

To  illustrate  this  portion,  tbe  cmnndttee'wiU  se- 
lect, out  oil  the  many  cases  of  serious  and  flagrant 
iqjiny  inflicted  upon  the  commerce  and  rights  of  the 
United  States,  by  offlcen  of  the  Mexican  r^Hiblie^ 
naa  of  tb^  very  few  in  which  that  GovenuDeot  lia- 
tened  to  our  deixumd  for  saUsftetion. 

On  the  8d  of  Hay,  1 S36,  the  Umted  States  sdooner 
Jefl!brson  andiored  off  the  port  of  Tampico,  cUrect 
from  Pensacola,  having  been  sent  out  by  order  of 
ComnK>dore  Dallas.  Lieutenant  O^kkh  and  his 
boat's  crew,  who  went  on  diore,  were  seized  and  iift- 
priaoned,  and  the  Teasel  proliilHted  from  entering  the 
river.  A  demand  for  aansfaotioB  made  by  tbe  Aucfb 
lean  omsul  was  faaogfatily  reltased.  The  Jefifetson 
left  the  port,  bnt  oommnnicated  witit  tbe  sloop  of 
war  Grampus,  of  d^teen  guns,  wliich  came  to  off  tbe 
bar ;  and  on  the  following  day  there  arrived  another 
American  corvette,  and  both  andiored  there. 

The  commander  of  the  Grampus  directed  a  note  to 
the  principal  fA  the  port,  informing  him  that, 
order  of  the  diief  of  the  division  on  the  West  India 
station,  he  had  come  to  enter  into  a  cCHTea>ondeDce 
with  him  relative  to  the  Insult  i^ch  he  had  inflicted 
on  the  American  flag.  A  note  followed  from  tbe 
Foreien  Department  of  the  Mexican  Government  to 
Mr.  Slis,  requesting  him-  to  interpose  his  autlmrity, 
and  order  the  vessel  to  retire.  Mr.  Ellis  very  prop- 
erly dedined  to  do  so.  In  a  few  days  an  official 
commankation  apprised  Ifr.  SlUs  tint  the  IfodcsB 
Oorenuneut  had  rappbaited  tbe  officer  in  onmraand 
at  Tami^,  "by  enbstitutiog  in  hia  stead  a  diteC 
who,  it  fiatters  itself,  will  know  how  to  preserve 
grei^  hannony  with  the  agents  and  sul^jects  of  for- 
dgn  nations  "  and  announced  tliat  "  a  summary  in- 
vestigation had  been  ordered  to  be  instituted,  whic^ 
by  putting  in  its  true  light  tiie  conduct  of  Mr.  Gomex^ 
would  ^>ply  to  him  the  punishment  he  deserved,  if 
he  should  prove  culpable,  as  well  as  to  all  others  who 
may  have  taken  any  part  in  the  al&ir  treated  upon," 
renewing  the  request  that  Mr.  Ellis  would  then  (five 
his  orders  for  the  withdrawal  the  sqnadrou  mm 
before  Tampico ;  whidi  was  done,  and  tbe  vessels 
departed.  The  committee  would  be  pleased  if  tbey 
could  stop  here  in  the  narrative ;  bnt  tbey  are  com- 
pelled to  remark  that,  shortly  afterwards,  the  indi- 
vidual whose  ponlahment  was  thus  promised,  as  an 
atonement  for  the  insult  to  tbe  American  flag,  was 
recalled  into  service,  and  asugned  to  a  command 
upon  the  coast,  irtiere  bis  hostile  fef!&aa  m|(^t  again 
endanger  the  security  of  American  dtiiens  or  prop- 
effect  of  this  open  withdrawal  of  tjie  apology 
yielded  to  the  American  Goremment  was,  as  v&gA 
have  been  anticipated,  soon  made  to  appear  in  fr^ 
outrages  npon  some  American  dtizena,  who  were 
entitied  to  have  been  treated  with  peculiar  forbear- 
ance, not  only  because  they  were  in  the  employment 
of  the  American  Government,  bnt  because  they  ood- 
stituted  a  part  of  the  crew  of  one  of  the  natiranl 
vessels,  whose  services  on  board  might  have  been 
very  essential  Tbe  arrest  and  imprisonment  of 
eight  of  the  seamen  beloi^g  to  the  sloc^  of  war 
Natdies  will  not  now  be  made  tbe  sutgect  com- 
ment, ftirther  than  to  remark  that  the  prevention  of 
the  American  consul  fhun  visiting  them,  whilst  ac^ 
and  in  prison,  from  the  4th  to  the  19th  of  November, 
was  an  act  of  unpardonable  inhumanity,  and  appeals 
to  bare  proceed^  f^om  tbe  same  olBoer  wbose  Aeli> 
tious  punidmient,  but  real  promotion,  bad  been 
fered  as  an  atoiemeDt  tat  a  prerkos  Inanlt  to  tiie 
American  flag. 
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Lookfaw  <hioi^  tiw  oildiinB  of  eotnidaiats  iriiicl) 
the  Unitra  fiMw  hm  to  mua  ■giinat  Uexioo,  on 
their  own  ■ooount,  u  the  ptttj  whose  dignity  and 
iKUWr  ue  aneiled,  the  committee  are  unaUe  to  per- 
eein  anj  proof  of  a  desire  od  the  port  of  the  Mexican 
GoTenuneDt  to  repair  iiyury  or  eatisfy^  honor. 

The  merchaot  Teaaeb  of  the  United  States  have 
been  fired  into,  her  citiiena  ittaeked,  and  even  pat 
to  death,  and  her  Aipa  war  treated  wiUi  disrespeot 
when  paying  a  fHetuUy  viidt  to  a  port  where  they 
had  a  ri^t  to  expect  hoapitality.  It  was  the  inat- 
tention of  the  Mexican  Goremment  to  comptaints  of 
this  description  that  appears  chiefly  to  hare  ioduoed 
the  retnm  of  the  late  <diarg6  d'affiures ;  for  in  bis  note 
(rf December  the  ?th  hem:  "irtbonrfltedahntl 
tfiat  mi^t  be  preaentad  noald  be  all  actnowledged 
M  juBt,  yet  BO  long  as  the  eereral  cases  of  uopro- 
Toked  and  inexcosable  outrage  inflicted .  on  the 
o£Bceni  and  fia^  of  his  country,  which  have  been 
heretofore  BubnuUed  to  the  Mexican  Executive,  re- 
midned  unsatisfactorily  answered,  he  would  have  but 
me  course  to  pnrsue." 

It  ig  poeaible  that  the  cUimB  for  private  property, 
which  had  recently  been  presented  anew  to  th^  no- 
tice, may  have  attracted  toe  seriooa  attention  of  that 
Government :  but  if  a  corcUal  dispontion  waa  felt  to 
ac|jiist  Qiem,  it  is  not  easy  to  imagine  why  those  cases, 
iriiere  a  decree  of  the  Mexican  authorities  had  been 
for  a  long  time  passed  for  their  payment,  and  a  por- 
ikn  actually  paid,  wm  not  flilly  aatiafied.  The  com- 
mittee  are  vflUu  to  hope,  however,  that  the  mani- 
ftstadoB  of  Benou  dlaoiwtent  «i  the  pert  the 
United  States,  1^  the  withdrawal  of  their  official  rep- 
resentative, will  iiuhioe  the  Mexican  Government  to 
engage  in  the  active  investigation  of  all  the  grounds 
of  oom^aint  pressed  npon  th^  for  many  yeats 
past  They  fully  concur  with  the  President,  that 
tmfie  cause  exists.fw  taking  redreaa  into  our  own 
hands,  and  believe  that  we  should  be  justified  in  the 
opinion  of  other  nations  for  taking  men  a  Btep.  But 
raey  are  wit&ng  to  try  the  experiment  of  another  de- 
mand, made  in  the  most  solemn  form,  upon  the  jus- 
tice Of  the  Mexican  Oovemment,  before  any  ftirther 
proceedings  are  adopted.  It  is  their  ofrinion  that  a 
lUplomatic  ftinotionary  of  the  highest  grade  riiould 
be  apptdnted  to  bear  this  last  appeal,  whoee  rank 
would  iuBvte  at  onoe  the  inqKMtaooe  of  his  misrion, 
and  the  respect  in  vfaldi  tiie  Government  to  wtiicb 
he  is  accredited  is  held;  for,  notwlthBtuuUns  tiie 
oanaeleae  Ul  feeling  which  appetn  to  prevail  in  Hexi- 
co  towards  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United 
States,  the  latter  will  continue  as  long  as  possible  to 
treat  with  respect  their  ancient  though  now  es- 
tranged friend.  la  conctoflSon,  the  committee  re- 
7  Bulnmt  to  tiie  House  the  fidlowing  resi^ii- 

JtMolved,  That  the  ind^nities  oflhred  te  the 
American  flag,  and  Injuries  ooounitted  uptm  the  per- 
eoaa  and  property  of  American  dtlzens,  by  officers 
of  the  Mexican  Gf^^eniniflat,  and  the  refliaal  or  neg- 
lect of  that  Government  to  make  suitable  atonement, 
would  justify  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in 
taking  measuree  to  obtain  immediate  redress  by  the 
«iercise  of  its  own  power. 

Resolved,  That,  aa  an  evidence  of  the  desire  of  the 
American  Government  to  preserve  peaceful  relations 
with  the  Oovemment  of  Mexico,  as  long  as  the  same 
may  be  compatible  with  that  dignity  whidi  it  Ib  doe 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  preserve  unim- 
paired, the  Preddent  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  reqieot- 
Mly  reqoeeted  to  make  another  aolenn  demand,  In 


[H.  or  B. 

the  most  ImpresBive  form,  upon  the  Government  of 
Mexico,  for  redress  of  the  grievances  which  have 
lieretofore  been  ineffectually  presented  to  its  notice. 

The  report  having  been  read, 
The  coDuderatiou  of  it  was  postp<med  to  tlu 
next  day. 

7^  2>Mributwn  Quatum^IkpoHt  viik  Uu 
atatei. 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  rose  for  the  pnrpoae  of 
calling  the  attention  of  members  to  a  few  facta 
connected  with  the  subject  under  oonsideratioii, 
and  with  the  snbject  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
expeoditares  of  the  Government  generaU/, 
which  he  tlioxight  were  either  unknown  to 
many  honorable  members,  or,  if  known,  had 
not  received  that  attenticm  which,  from  th^r 
eztraordi&arj  nature,  th^  were  entitled  to 
reodve  from  tiie  representatiTea  of  the  peopla 
and  the  guardians  of  the  public  interests. 

The  fact  that  the  permanent  expenditnrea  of 
the  Government  had  been  donbled  in  amonnt 
within  a  few  years  past  had  been  noticed  here- 
tofore. I  wish  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  honorable  gentlemen  another  moat 
improper  and  unprecedented  anomaly  in  the 
action  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  the 
appropriation  and  expenditore  of  the  pnblio 
moneys.  The  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Meana 
have  given  their  sanction  to  appropriations^ 
fbr  the  service  of  the  present  year,  amounting 
to  upwards  of  thirty  millions,  if  I  have  not 
made  some  mtatake  in  the  estimate  of  tUa 
amount  Berides  these,  there  are  other  Mils 
reported  the  Btanding  committees  of  the 
House,  which  will  swell  them  to  about  thirty- 
five  millions — an  amount  bat  little  short  of  the 
appropriations  to  the  same  oljjects  made  at  tiie 
last  sesnon  of  Congress.  Do  the  members  of 
this  House  know  what  proportion  of  the  appro- 
priations of  the  last  year  remains  unexpended? 
The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  has  told  us  that  the  present 
bill  ^>propriates  about  nine  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  fortifications ;  and  that,  he  contends, 
ought  to  be  voted,  because  it  does  not  exceed 
the  usual  amonnt  annually  appropriated  to  the 
same  ol^jeots.  Sir,  it  is  true  that  this  does  not 
exceed  the  amount  usually  fq>propriated,  but 
the  honmraUe  gentieman  has  onutted  to  inifonn 
oa  that  there  was,  on  the  1st  of  January,  a 
bslanoe  of  upwards  of  ux  hundred  thouaand 
dollars  renuoning  in  the  Treasury  of  the  appiXH 
priationt  of  the  last  year  to  the  same  objects, 
bendes  between  two  and  three  hundred  thoo- 
sand  in  the  hands  of  the  disbormng  officers  yet 
unexpended.  He  has  n^ected  to  inform  us 
that,  in  &ct,  about  nine  hundred  thousand 
dollars  of  the  last  year's  appropriations  to  forti- 
fications rem^n  to  he  expended  during  the 
present  year ;  for  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
work  upon  the  fDrtiflcations  has  not  been  per* 
sisted  in  to  any  great  exteiUi  during  the  winter. 
Thus,  dr,  instead  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
milled  to  this  branch  of  the  pablic  service, 
dimng  the  present  year,  we  pt^wse  to  ap^ 
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double  that  amoant  Is  there  tcaj  thing  in  the 
present  high  prices  of  labor  and  materials,  any 
thing  in  the  great  demand  for  laborers  o(  all 
kin^  or  is  there  my  tiling  in  the  present  pros- 
pect of  peace  with  all  nations,  which  calls  for 
this  imnsaal  amount  to  be  applied  to  fortifica- 
tions?  Are  we  not  poshing  these  works  too 
nfiidty  to  admit  of  wUd  eonstnietioDs?  Bnt, 
dr,  (aud  Mr.  B.,)  I  do  not  attach  much  import- 
anoe  to  this  view  of  the  subject  Not  only 
doable,  but  treble  and  quadruple  the  amonnt 
atihua  ^)propriation8  can  be  expended  hj  the 
QDvemment,  if  it  is  found  necessary  in  order 
to  increase  appropriations — ^if  we  ahalL  1^  oar 
impmdant  compliance  with  the  demand  m  the 
Ebiiecutive,  encourage  a  race  between  appropri- 
ations and  disbursements — if  the  appropriations 
are  to  be  increased  according  to  the  ability  of 
Uie  Government  to  expend,  or  rather  waste,  as 
much  as  this  House  shall,  from  year  to  year,  be 
found  willing  to  appropriate.  I  repeat,  if  this 
shall  be  the  measure  of  our  appropriations,  we 
need  not  oare  how  large  they  are,  they  will  be 
expeoded. 

}St.  Oambbeuvo,  in  anawer  to  the  remarka 
of  the  ^entieman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bxix,) 
ia  rdation  to  excess  of  appropriations  in  the 
Txwmry^  bsMl  he  had  only  to  remark  that  there 
VBB  a  great  deal  of  deoeption  in  relation  to 
those  appropriationa ;  because,  altiiongh  the 
money  was  in  the  Treasury,  in  most,  cases  the 
^orks  for  which  it  was  appropriated  were 
already  nnder  conb'act. ,  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  at  one  time  of  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  They, 
knowing  that  there  were  large  amounts  of 
money  on  hand  in  the  Treasury,  made  inquiries 
Bt  the  proper  d^)artmenta,  and  ascertained 
that,  aluiough.  there  was  a  surplus  on  hand 
at  present,  yet  the  probaUIi^  was  that  the 
appropriations  would  fall  short  during  the  eosu* 
ingTcar. 

Mr.  0.  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  a  report 
from  the  engineer  department,  showing  the 
objects  for  which  the  appropriationa  were  re- 
quired, which  showed  that  all  the  appropria- 
tions proposed  in  the  bill  would  be  needed 
during  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  WnxiAMs,  of  North  Carolina,  advocated 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
aee,  on  the  ground  oi  its  recognidng  a  system 
of  permanent  distribation,  from  which  he  (Mr. 
W.)  conld  see  no  possible  evil  that  coold  result 

Mr.  Gazland,  of  Virginia,  siud,  that  having 
voted  far  the  deport  act  of  the  laat  aesdon, 
and  intmding  to  vote  against  tiie  amendment 
jpK^xwed  by  the  gentleman  front  Tennessee,  he 
Mt  It  due  to  himMlf  briefly  to  state  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  Tote  as  he  now  intended 
to  do.  He  said  that  he  felt  no  re^t  for  the 
vote  which  he  gave  for  the  deposit  act  of  the 
last  session ;  he  not  only  felt  no  regret,  but 
was  well  satisfied  that  the  vote  was  right  and 
proper ;  such  a  one  as,  under  like  circumstances. 
Be  would  give  again.  When  the  deposit  act 
passed,  there  was  a  large  actually  existing  aur- 
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plus  in  the  Treasury,  which,  upon  every  rea- 
sonable data  of  calculation,  would,  by  the  olose 
of  the  year,  amonnt  to  about  forty  millions  of 
dollars,  and  which  had  since  been  asoertained 
to  be  forty-two  millions.  Upon  every  reason- 
able basis  of  estimate,  the  aocming  revenue, 
down  to  the  year  1843,  would  be  equal  to,  and 
perhapa  more  than,  what  oucht  to  he  the  actual 
wants  and  expenditures  <h  the  GoTmunent 
Li  this  state  of  thiim  thia  immense  amount  of 
revenue  would,  withont  some  diq>ofliti«t  of  it 
rem^n  unemployed  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal 
Government,  or  he  employed  by  the  depout 
banks  for  ttmr  individoal  profit  He  am  he 
need  not  say  that  fae  thoognt  it  too  dangeroos 
to  permit  such  an  immense  amount  of  unappro- 
priated money  to  remain  for  so  long  a  time  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government  unemployed  for 
any  public  purpose ;  that  he  would  not  trust 
this  Gi>vemment  with  such  immense  means  of 
patronage  and  cormption,  be  it  administered 
by  whom  it  might  There  is  nothutg  so  dan- 
geroQS  in  its  employmmt,  or  cormpting  in  its 
use,  as  mcHiey ;  and  he  did  not  regard  any 
Govnnment  so  infl«ible  in  its  virtue^  w  so  fior 
above  the  reach  of  temptation,  as  to  trust  it 
unnecessarily  with  means  of  so  extraordinary 
and  dangerous  temptation. 

Mr,  Q.  said  that,  when  he  voted  for  the  de- 
posit act  of  the  last  session,  he  voted  ftn-  it  as 
being,  what  it  professed  to  bes  a  mere  deport 
act,  and  not  a  distribution  act  in  disguise,  as  it 
had  been  frequently  characterized ;  nor  did  he 
intend  to  adopt  the  principles  of  that  bill  as  a 
system ;  for  if  the  deposit  principle  is  to  be 
adopted  as  a  system,  he  would  prefer  the  oon- 
Etitational  principle  proposed  by  a  distinguished 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  as  more  Just  and. 
more  equal  in  its  opertUion.  He  aud  that  he 
was  utterly  and  entirely  opposed  to  the  distri- 
bution principle ;  it  was  corrupting  in  its  op»- 
rations  and  dangerons  in  its  tuidenoies. 

If  the  system  be  adopted,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that,  under  our  indirect  and  inudioos 
system  of  taxation,  the  State  Governments 
would  ultimately  look  to  this  Govmiment  for 
the  means  of  conducting  their  domestic  works 
and  sustaining  their  domestic  institutions ;  that 
they  would  imike  diligent  and  active  search  for 
every  possible  subject  of  expenditure,  until, 
finally,  the  people  and  the  State  Governments 
would  cease  to  watch  the  pecuniary  operations 
of  the  Federal  Government  with  their  acoos- 
tomed  vigilance,  and  make  no  efficnt  to  arrest 
its  marah  to  ocmstdidation,  and,  finally,  be  in- 
gulfed In  Its  corraptiDginflaeuy.  The  demands 
of  the  States  would  be  met  by  correaponding 
taxatt<ni  here,  and  a  surplus  prodnoed  for  tba 
purpose  of  distribution.  He  regarded  thia  sjm- 
tem,  as  many  distinguished  gentJemen  had  hn»- 
tofore  regarded  it,  the  most  dangerons  and 
corrupting  which  could  be  incorporated  into 
our  legislation. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  the  true  remedy  was  to 
reduce  the  taxation  of  the  people  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  and  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
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emmeat  to  the  most  eoonomical  expenditure ; 
eoonom^  and  nmpUoity  being  essential  to  pori- 
ij^  and  poritj  to  the  tnainteimoce  of  repnblioan 
inatituntma.  He  said,  Mr.  Ohairman,  we  must 
come  to  it ;  we  must  reduce  the  expenditures 
of  this  GoTemment  and  the  taxes  of  the  people ; 
this  they  will  compel  you  to  do,  if  they  prop- 
erly regard  tbetr  rights  and  their  liberties. 

llr.  G.  s^d  he  had  another  strong  objection 
to  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Ifr.  Bbll.) 
It  was,  in  effect,  a  deposit  law,  sought  to  be 
ingrafted  upon  a  simple  q>propriation  bill; 
embrating  sutdeots  totally  diaunct  and  dia- 
dtn^ioy  In  thdr  ehancten;  npm  Uie  same 
print^I^  a  tariff  or  any  o^wr  incuignums  law 
mifdtt  be  ingrafted  upon  an  impregnation  bill, 
and  produce  the  greatest  ooniusion  upon  the 
statute  book.  He  thought  that  Uiere  ought  to 
be  the  greatest  possible  system  and  c^mgrnity 
attainaUe  in  the  framii^  of  our  laws.  If  he 
were  otherwise  fkrorabfo  to  the  amendment, 
he  would  not  vote  for  ita  adi^tioa  as  an  amend- 
ment to  this  bill. 

Mr.  Undiswood  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  because 
the  object  of  it  was  to  send  the  money  bade  to 
the  people,  instead  of  keeping  it  in  uie  vaults 
ol  toe  dejx)^  baaki^  to  enrich  their  stock- 
faoldets,  and  add  to  the  salary  of  their  agent  at 
Washin^on.  He  wmt  pn  to  point  out  the 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  deporit  banks, 
especially  in  the  State  of  New  York,  within 
the  last  year,  and  oontraided  those  banks  were 
selected,  and  favored,  with  a  view  to  aid  the 
administration  in  carrying  out  its  political 
views.  He  then  contrasted  the  amount  of 
publio  money  on  deposit  in  the  banks  in  New 
xorkj  Philadelphiaj  Baltimore,  Cincinnati,  and 
Jfichigan,  and  attributed  this  difference  more 
to  the  foot  that  some  of  those  banks  paid  a 
contribution  to  an  agent  at  Washington,  and 
some  did  not,  than  to  any  thing  else ;  and  in- 
variably, said  he,  those  banks  who  pay  a  good 
nun  to  an  ^ent  get  the  largest  amount  of 
depoait.  He  fbared  ihetb  was  some  improper 
influeooe  at  work  in  the  adeotion  of  these 
banks,  and  therefore  he  wished  the  source  of 
corruption  to  be  removed ;  and  he  considered 
this  pn^toution  as  the  best  means  of  removing 
it. 

iSr.  Mann  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  providing  that  the  deposit  should 
be  in  woportion  to  the  ratio  of  rmresentation 
in  the  House  of  BepresentatiTea  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  M.  asked,  where  was  the  necessity  of  the 
proportion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  t 
Or  nad  liie  gentleman  any  data  upon  which  to 
estimate  ih»  amonnt  of  maasj  to  be  ^>pro- 
priated  under  that  propodUonl  And  could 
diey  adopt  it  vitboat  that  I  The  gentleman 
dionld  have  done  what  was  done  by  an  honor- 
able Senator—- introduced  it  a4;  an  early  period 
of  Uie  season;  for  this  amendment  and  that 
IhII  ware  idenaeaL       bowever,  it  abonld  be 
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adopted,  Mr.  M.  had  prepared  fats  amendment 
to  prevent  the  repetition  of  one  of  the  greatest 
constitutional  outrages  that  had  ever  taken  place 
since  the  formation  of  this  Government — in- 
directly done,  to  be  sure,  but  not  the  less  griev- 
ous. By  the  distribution  law — for  he  would 
call  it  by  its  right  name,  it  was  "  distribntion," 
though  a  mental  reservation  had  been  made  by 
the  use  of  the  word  "deposit" — the  people 
of  the  laive  States  had  been  sacrificed  to  the 
interest  of  those  of  the  small  States.  He  was 
opposed  to  dbtrihntion  in  any  way  whatever; 
and,  even  if  his  amendment  should  be  icoor- 
porated  in  the  prorldon  under  oonslderation, 
ft  would  stUl  be  open  to  all  his  ol^eetions^ 
though  St  would  render  it  less  ui^nst  in  ita 
opertuon<  He  expressed  his  surprise  at  soeh 
a  measure  coming  from  the  quarter  it  did. 
What  had  become  of  the  once  cherished  State- 
right  doctrines  ?  Where  the  doctrine  of  a  strict 
oonstraotion  of  the  constitution  ?  Was  it  the 
design  to  conUnne  the  present  oppressive  sys* 
tem  of  taxation,  for  the  purpose  of  collectlDg 
large  amounts  of  money  from  the  people,  to 
distribute  it  back  in  an  unequal  ratio,  with  the 
loss  to  the  whole  people  of  the  enormous 
expenses  of  collecUon  f  He  entered  his  solemn 
protest  against  the  whole  principle. 

Mr.  GiDioNliBisaid:  lur.CSiabinan,  I  rarely 
g^ve  reasona  for  my  vote.  I  shaU,  howevei^ 
vote  against  this  amendment,  on  the  ntnmd  I 
voted  aguBst  the  distribution  law  of  June ;  k 
is  the  same  thing ;  my  views  are  unchanged. 
I  vote  against  it,  because  it  leads  to  the  coueo- 
tion  of  money  which  the  owners  had  better 
keep  than  the  Government ;  because  it  levies 
money  for  a  purpose  which  the  constitutiou 
does  not  warrant ;  because  it  corrupts  our  eleo- 
ti(Hi;  because  members  of  Congress  will  be 
chosen  in  reference  to  the  amount  of  money 
they  will  pledge  themselves  to  draw  from  the 
federal  coffers,  and  plant  in  their  several  dis- 
tricts— I  know  the  fact,  that  electioneering  on 
tiiia  prindple  is  now  in  process ;  beeanse  Ibe- 
liere  that,  sooner  or  law,  the  inevitable  eS^ 
wUl  be  to  vote  as  Uttie  as  posslUe  for  federal 
purposes:  to  withhold  from  the  anny,  the 
navy,  the  fortifications,  the  proper  neewsary 
appropriations,  and,  finally,  render  the  Federal 
Government  a  mere  rope  of  sand. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  could  see 
no  reason  why,  if  this  measure  was  wise  and 
proper  at  the  last  session,  it  is  not  so  now, 
except  that  the  Executive  has  since  openly 
token  ground  against  it — a  very  saffloieot  reason 
to  some  gentlemen.  He  was  sure  that  it  was 
not  so  with  his  firiend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Qah- 
UND.)  If  five  millions  was  the  sum  proper  to 
be  left  in  the  Treasuxy  last  year,  what  reason  is 
there  to  require  more  now  t  Tf  tbwe  is  no 
sarpln^  there  will  be  no  distribution.  Mr.  T. 
ssdd  that  of  all  hnmbuggery,  in  this  age  of 
humbugs,  the  greatest  was  that  this  measure 
wotdd  corrupt  the  States.  What  do  gentlemen 
mean  when  they  talk  of  corrupting  tiiat  inoor- 
piweal  thbi^  a  St^!  They  must  mean,  If 
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indeed  they  mean  any  thing,  ihat  it  will  corrapt 
the  people  1  This  money  is  returned  to  the 
States,  who  have  an  unr^tricted  control  of  it. 
Has  any  one  ever  broached  the  idea  of  the 
States  cormpting  their  own  people  ?  How 
oorrnpt  them  ?  By  appropria^g  this  money 
to  the  beneficent  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment and  edncation  ?  "Would  that  more  of  the 
States  were  thus  oormpted.  The  <Ustribntion 
most  be  equal,  and  fixed  by  positive  law.  '  There 
-will  be  no  discretion— no  jrawer  of  discrimina- 
tion— no  power  of  granting  favors.  Where 
that  is  the  case,  there  can  be  no  power  of 

{tatronage.  The  money  must  be  distributed,  or 
eft  in  the  Treasury,  to  he  distributed  by  the 
Secretary,  at  his  good  will  and  pleasure. 

Mr.  Cbart  was  opposed  to  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  {Ur.  Bell,) 
and  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Hukn.)  On  no  account  could 
he  be  induced  to  vote  for  a  cUstribntion  of  the 
gorplas,  on  the  baiis  advooated  br  dfher  (Hf 
those  gentlemen.  The  bill  of  the  last  session, 
called  a  deposit  bill,  bnt  in  fiust  a  bill  of  distri- 
bution, was  a  bill  of  abominations.  It  distrib- 
uted the  pnblic  money  unequally,  unjustly. 
That  money  had  been  collected  from  the  people 
of  every  section  of  the  Union.  It  was  paid 
into  the  Treasury  by  them,  not  in  the  propor- 
tion to  their  respective  representations  in  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  nor  in 
t^e  proportion  to  their  respective  representation 
In  tne  House  alone,  but  in  a  proportion  alto- 
gether at  variance  with  either.  It  had  been 
drawn  from  the  people  of  the  old  States  and 
the  new,  and  not  of  the  States  only,  but  also 
of  the  Territories,  and  in  proportion  to  tiicdr 
population  at  the  presoit  time.  To  distribnte 
it,  yon  went  bade  to  the  oensos,  taken  ax  years 
ago ;  thus  giving  money  to  the  people  of  the 
old  States  which  you  had  taken  fix>m  the  people 
of  the  new  States.  By  that  act,  the  people 
whom  he  had  to  represent  were  deprived  of  a 
large  sum  of  money  which  had  been  pillaged 
from  them  when  they  were  unrepresented  upon 
that  floor ;  when  they  were  denied  a  voice  in 
the  national  councils.  Ton  propose  now  to  re- 
enact  the  same  scene  of  injustice.  He  could 
not  consent  to  it.  If  there  was  to  be  another 
distribution,  there  should  be  another  census, 
and  that  oensns  should  form  the  bads  of  the 
(Ufltribnticni.  In  that  waj  alone  the  siuiduB  in 
Tonr  Treasory  wonld  be  refauned  to  those  who 
had  paid  it  tiiere.  In  that  wajr  alone  oonld 
jostioe  be  done  to  the  people  of  his  own  State, 
to  the  people  of  the  whole  Western  country. 

Kr.  BoBEBTSOK  was,  in  general,  much  op- 
posed to  the  addition  of  new  clauses  to  an  appro- 
priation hill,  after  it  had  been  matured  by  the 

S roper  committee,  particularly  such  as  intro- 
uced  matters  unconnected  with  the  main 
objects  of  the  bill.  This  mode  of  legislation 
often  left  no  alternative  but  to  adopt  a  question- 
able or  improper  principle,  or  reject  appropria- 
tions essential  to  the  pnblic  service.  But,  in 
the  present  instanoe,  he  ahonld  ovenKBiie  hla 
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repagnance,  and  vote  for  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentieman  from  Tennessee,  (Hr. 
Bell.)  That  amendment,  it  was  tnie,  inTtdved 
a  very  important  principle ;  hot  it  had  ondei^ 
gone  a  fall  discussion ;  indeed,  it  had  oconpled 
the  attention  of  the  oouitry  for  years  pas^  and 
had  reonved  the  deliberate  oonridratdlon  and 
sanction  <tf  Oongress  at  the  last  sessioii.  He 
presnmed,  therefore,  that  every  gentlMnsn  was 
prepared  to  vote  npon  it. 

Mr.  Bouldot  said :  To  reduce  the  inoome  to 
the  wants  of  Goverament,  and  to  reduce  the 
tariff  for  that  purpose,  had  been  strongly  re- 
commended by  the  Executive.  It  was  generally 
expected,  on  all  hands,  that  it  would  be  cut 
down  in  some  degree.  It  was,  however,  then 
thought  entirely  too  late  in  the  session,  and  it 
was  nniversally  said  that,  at  the  oommenoement 
of  this  session,  we  should  commence  the  work 
of  reduction  of  the  tariff  and  of  the  reTenne. 
This  was  early  proposed  at  the  prasemt  Bearioo. 
ICr.  B.  had  strong  hopes  and  some  fears  on  the 
subject,  but  voted  to  1^  his  ooUeagae^s  resolu- 
tion (Mr.  Mbboxb's)  on  the  taUe.  This  reeoln- 
tion  sought  to  relinquish,  on  the  part  of  the 
Federal  Government,  all  claim  to  the  money 
deposited  by  it  witii  the  States.  Mr.  B.  did 
not  know  what  effect  this  measure  might  have 
had  on  the  reduction  of  the  tariff,  or  on  reduc- 
tion gMierally  of  the  revenue.  The  vwy  able 
report  of  the  OommUtee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
the  chairman  of  whion  Mr.  B.  knew  to  be  pro- 
fewedly,  and  did  and  does  now  beheve  to  be 
sincerely,  opposed  to  the  protectang-doty  sys- 
tem, seemed  to  brighten  the  prospect  for  reduc- 
tion, which  was  cheering  to  2&.S..and  to  the 
conntry. 

But  now,  sir,  (sud  Mr.  B.,)  we  are  agtdn  at 
the  very  onunbling  brink  of  the  grave  of  an- 
other session,  and  nothing  Is  done.  As  to  the 
report  of  the  Smiate,  it  promised  little  or 
nothing;  what  it  would  perform  of  that- little 
he  did  not  know.  Between  letting  the  mwey 
stay  here,  and  the  deposit  bill  as  it  was  whm 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  finally  passed-^ 
sad  alternative— Mr.  B.  was  in  donht.  Mr.  B. 
has  none  now ;  with  his  toss  of  hope  of  redno-- 
ing  the  tariff  and  the  revenne  to  uie  wants  o( 
economy  in  the  administration  of  our  afiairs,  his 
doubts  have  vanished.  It  is  bue  that  the 
present  Ezecntive  has  recommended  it,  and  the 
President  elect  has  ahready,  when  questioned, 
declared  his  opinion  to  the  same  efibot  Still 
(tali  Ifr.  B.)  my  honw  are  gone.  When  I  see 
the  system  of  p^y  edling,  bat  {HrindpaUy' 
giving  away,  the  public  lands,  playing  into  the 
hands  of  the  tariff  system — protective  system ; 
and  when  I  know  that  these  are  tbeonlj  means 
of  increase  or  decrease  in  the  revenne  on  the 
imposts  and  lands,  unless  we  resort  to  direct 
taxation,  I  despur.  They  are  the  arbiters  of 
our  fate,  and  they  are  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  are  agreed  to  take  care  of  tiiose  two  sys- 
tems, whatever  may  become  of  ns.  Sir,  (re- 
peated he,)  I  despur.  The  Executive  can  do 
nothLog  for  ns,  let  him  try  ever  so  hard. 
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This  system  of  one-teath  part  Belling,  and 
the  other  nine  porta  giving  the  public  lands, 
has  a  force  and  operation  in  it  that  has  wholly 
escaped  me  heretofore.  I  know  that,  last 
session,  there  was  BOtnething  ahont  the  himness 
that  I  oould  not  see  through.  Whether  it  was 
want  of  vmon  in  me,  or  whether  the  whole 
nlgeat  vas  a  muddy  stream,  impenetrable  to 
the  hmnan  eye,  I  did  not  know.  Bat,  thooeh 
muddy  then,  it  is  now  as  clear  to  me  as  the 
mountun  limestone  water — the  pure  limpid 
lirantidn,  transparent  as  the  air. 

It  is  no  longer  a  muddy  pool  to  mo.  Ko, 
lir,  I  can  now  see  a  pin's  head  and  point  in  ten 
feet  water.  I  now  see  we  shall  not  get  tlie 
tariff  down,  we  ^all  not  materially  reduce  the 
revenne.  I  am  wiUing  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  let  the 
compromise  part  of  the  tariff  stand.  I  am 
willing  to  take  off  all  the  impost  daties ;  I  am 
willing  to  stop  the  sale  of  the  pabiio  lauds ;  I 
am  willing  all  or  any  part  of  these  Uiings  to 
Iwiog  down  the  rerenae,  bat  come  down  it 
mast  for  me.  I  am  willing  to  suspend  all  the 
nilea,  and  set  oat  this  minnte  and  spoid  all  the 
balanee  oi  the  Ume  wo  hare  in  doing  it  in  a 
manner  the  best  for  all  oonoemed.  But  it  most 
come  down,  and  that  immediately,  (said  Mr. 
B.,)  or  I  will  vote  to  send  any  part,  or  all.  back 
to  the  people.  If  I  cannot  get  all,  I  will  send 
what  I  can  get.  I  will  ^ at  it  into  the  right 
po<^etB  in  every  instance,  if  I  can ;  I  will  cinne 
as  near  as  I  can. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  it  was  anconstitntional 
thos  to  take  it  from  the  people  in  this  way, 
and  wonld  be  so  to  do  the  like  again,  and  bo  it 
would  be  to  keep  it ;  and  bo  long  as  we  thns 
continne  to  take,  I  will  continne  to  give  back ; 
and  if  I  cannot  do  it  unoonditionally,  I  will 
lend  it,  depont  it.  Btrange  thing,  this — take 
the  pooplfl's  mamj  away  nom  thmn,  and  then 
lend  It  to  them.  Bnt  If  I  can  do  no  better,  I 
must  do  tbat. 

Mr.  Lank  said :  The  proposition  now  to  be 
detemdned,  and  the  only  one  in  order  for 
debate,  is  to  disblbate  the  sorplus  revenue 
among  the  several  States,  agreeably  to  the 
representation  in  this  branch  of  Oongress — ^to 
distribate,  (uid  Mr.  L.,)  because  no  one  be- 
Meved  a  cent  of  it  will  ever  be  called  for,  or 
retnmed  by  the  States. 

The  money  proposed  to  be  divided  has  been 
oolleoted,  not  from  the  old  States,  not  agree- 
ably to  tbe  representation  in  this  House,  bat 
from  the  whole  people ;  and,  whether  regarded 
as  arising  from  the  salea  of  the  pnUio  lands  or 
npon  duties  upon  merohandise,  it  haa  been  pud 
acooi^ng  to  population,  not  representation,  in 
direot  proportion  to  the  amount  paid  for  land 
and  the  oonmmption  of  imported  articles. 
Tiat  if  aiqr  diq>Kip(nrti<ai  in  ue  colleoUon  of 
the  amount  proposed  to  be  returned  to  the 
people  exists,  it  is  because  the  people  of  the 
new  States  have  purchased  more  of  t^e  public 
Inds  tiian  those  of  the  old. 

Sir,  what  has  prodooed  such  an  extraordinary 
Amagb  In  tiie  o[diiioni  of  iKnonUa  mflmbenf 


[H.  or  R. 

A  few  years  since  it  was  proposed  to  divide 
among  the  States  the  money  arising  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  by  the  land  'bill, 
originating  with  a  distinguished  Senator  in 
anoUier  part  of  this  House.  It  passed  the 
Senate  and  this  House  by  an  overwhelmiog 
nuyority.  By  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  eaoE 
of  the  new  States  in  wbidi  the  public  lands 
wwe  located  reedved  large  donations  of  land, 
and  twelve  and  a  half  per  tstoL  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  wiuiUi  the  State;  mA 
the  balance  was  divided  equally  among  the 
States,  based  upon  the  census  of  1830,  which 
is  the  basis  of  the  present  proposition.  This 
was  intended  to  make  up  in  some  degree  for 
the  increased  and  increasing  population  of  tiie 
new  over  the  old  States. 

In  thia  there  was  something  geoeroas,  mag- 
nanimous, on  the  part  of  the  advocates  of  the 
bill,  towards  the  people  of  the  new  States^ 
compared  with  the  present  proposition.  The 
same  gentlemen  in  ^is  House  who  were  the 
advocatea  of  that  1^  are  now  the  advocatee 
of  thia  propontion.  Are  honorable  gentlttnea 
prepared  to  ^ve  the  reason  and  the  cause 
such  a  sudden  change  having  passed  over  the 
viMon  of  their  political  dreams  1  Ib  it  to  be 
found  in  the  action  of  the  people  of  (lie  new 
States,  in  relation  to  recent  and  former  elec- 
tions of  an  important  character  ?  Sorely  not ; 
no  gentleman  will  admit  this^  though  any  one 
would  be  at  a  loss  to  find  any  other  reoBon  for 
such  a  chan^. 

Mr.  L.  said  the  gentleman  from  Kentncky 
(Mr.  TJitobbwood)  had,  with  an  air  of  confi- 
dence, given  the  committee  his  reasons  for 
supportmg  the  proportion :  that  the  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  deport  banks  increased  the 
ezecntive  inflnenoe  of  the  General  Gkyreniinent ; 
that  it  was  not  only  improperly  deposited,  bnt 
need  tor  political  porpoaes  to  influence  public 
opinion ;  that  his  bonorable  friend  desired  its 
removal  from  the  pet  banks,  (ss  he  is  pleased  to 
call  them,)  because  these  banks,  or  Uiose  who 
manage  them,  are  the  friends  of  tJie  administra- 
tion, and  use  the  money  for  their  own  IranefEt. 

Mr,  L.  said  he  was  equally  desiroas  for  the 
removal  of  the  money  of  the  people  from  the 
possession  and  control  of  the  banks,  because 
they  are,  so  fiir  as  his  part  of  the  country  is 
concerned,  most  decidedly  opposed  to  the  ad- 
ministration and  all  those  who  sustidn  it ;  that 
they  use  the  power  that  the  public  deposits  give 
them  for  political  puiposes,  and  not  for  the 
public  good ;  not  to  accommodate  the  peopIcL 
whose  money  it  is,  but  to  advance  the  interest 
of  the  &vorad  few;  In  short,  to  shave  and 
oppress  1^  peofda  Tith  the  money  ot  thsL 
people. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  if  the  people  of  the  States 
of  this  Uidon  are  incorruptible,  he  would  like 
to  have  the  gentleman  inform  the  committee 
who  it  is  he  ^prebends  would  be  corrupted  by 
the  Executive  cntibe  Federal  Government.  To 
oonelnde,  Mr.  L.  s^d  he  had  too  much  cooSr 
danoe  in  the  jostiee  of  ths  monbeni  of  tha 
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oommittee  to  mppoae  they  would  for  a  moment 
entertuniiaeh  a  javpodtion.  He  wonld,  ihen- 
fore,  not  det^n  the  oommittee  at  so  late  an 
hoar. 

Ur.  OAMBRELSNa  obtfuaed  the  floor,  and  said 
lie  would  willingly  waire  all  opportnnitj  to 
speak,  but  made  an  earnest  ^^peaT  to  the  oom- 
mittee to  take  the  question. 

The  amendment  of  Hr.  Hasit  was  Choi  re- 
jected, withont  a  division. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bell 
was  taken  hj  tedlera,  and  also  disagreed  to — 
Teas  71,  nays  75. 


BAXvmA.Yj  Ttibnary  26. 
UhiUd  StaUt  Bani. 

Ur.  Gaibraith,  from  the  Select  Oommittee 
upon  the  snbject  of  the  United  States  Bimk, 
reported  the  following  joint  resolution : 

Mewlved  by  the  Senate  and  Souae  of  Repretenia- 
tivet  of  the  United  State*  of  America  in  Congreea 
aatmUedy  That  until  the  notes  of  the  late  B«i±  of 
the  United  States,  which  may  hare  been  retnnied 
since  the  8d  day  of  Uarch  last,  redeemed  &om  the 
funds  of  the  said  bank,  Aall  cease  to  be  reissued  by 
its  officers,  directors,  tmstee  or  trustees,  and  until 
tin  amoont  due  to  the  GoremmeDt  tnm  said  bank 
dian  be  settled  to  the  sa^aotion  of  the  Becretaiy  of 
the  Treasury,  the  notes  of  siud  bank,  and  the  notes 
of  any  bank  to  which*  its  funds  and  estate  may  be 
transferred  in  trust  for  the  payment  of  its  debts  and 
discharge  of  its  obUgations,  shall  not  be  recdved  in 
payment  of  any  debts  due  to  the  Government  of  the 
Fluted  States,  or  taken  in  exchange  or  deposit  b 
any  of  the  basks  selected  as  depodtories  of  the  pub- 
lic money;  and  Uie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  here- 
by directed  to  adopt  sooh  measures  as  he  may  dettn 
neoesBary  to  carry  this  proviBlon  bito  effbct. 

IH^rUmtion  Qiu»tion — Deposit  vdth  the  States. 

Mr.  Bbll  then  renewed  his  amendment, 
offered  last  evening  to  the  bill,  as  follows :  TheA 
tiie  mimey  whioh  should  be  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  on  the  let  of  January,  1688, 
rfifierring  the  som  of  five  millions  of  dollars, 
ahonld  he  deposited  with  the  Beveral  States, 
according  to  the  18th,  14th,  and  16th  aectiona 
of  the  "act  to  regulate  the  deposit  of  the 
public  moneys,"  approved  28d  of  June,  1886. 

Hr.  Grates  addrassed  the  Eonse  in  favor  of 
the  amendment. 

Hr.  Rbtkoldb,  of  Illinois,  said :  Hr.  Speaker, 
this  proposition  standing  pre-eminently  above 
the  necessity  of  argument  to  sost^  it,  I  will 
consider  some  of  the  objections  which  are 
urged  against  it.  It  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of 
.thu  House  to  consider  ar^ments  which  have 
been  made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Although  these  ai^pmients  were  used  with  no 
powerful  effect  in  ^e  oommittee  last  night,  yet 
we  are  not  at  liberty  to  speak  of  them  in  this 
House.  This  is,  in  my  opinion,  like  many 
other  rules,  positively  against  common  sense, 
and  against  the  adranoement  of  the  pnhlio 
hoaincaa.  The  members  ompoeing  the  Com- 
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miftee  of  the  "Whole  are  fhe  same  who  consti- 
tute this  House,  have  the  same  ftcoltiea  and 
reasoning  powers  in  one'  case  as  in  the  olher, 
and,  I  presume,  have  the  same  sentiments  con- 
oeming  this  prop<^tion  in  this  House  at  thto 
time  as  they  e^rore^ed  last  night  in  the  Oom- 
mittee aS  the  "Whole;  yet  wo  cannot  combat 
these  azgmnents  here,  and  show  their  fallacy. 
The  general  and  commonplace  objection  is, 
that  there  will  be  no  snrplns  revenue  in  the 
Treasury  to  distribute.  This  argument  was 
suggested  to  me  hy  my  friends  who  sit  near 
me  before  I  had  the  honor  to  address  the 
Chair.  It  is  to  my  mind  an  objection  that  ia 
not  even  blessed  with  a  relationship  to  good 
sense.  It  is  an  orphan  in  the  world,  without  a 
godfather.  Host  ol^eotions,  even  if  thej  are 
without  fiwndation,  can  employ  some  aort  of 
ailments  to  sustain  them ;  but  it  is  not  the 
case  with  the  one  before  us.  Even  the  rimplest 
statement  of  the  case  ought  to  pnt  it  to  rest 
forever;  that,  if  no  surplus,  no  distribntdon. 
If  there  is  no  surplus  rev^ue,  the  act  of  Con- 
gress will  remain  a  dead  letter  in  our  statute 
books,  and  will  he,  in  that  respect,  similar  to  a 
thousand  other  inoperatave  paragraphs  in  these 
books.  I  cannot  see  why  a  provision  cannot 
he  enacted,  to  be  perpetnsl,  and  lasting  forever, 
in  relation  to  this  policy.  If  it  be  ri^t  in  one 
year,  it  will  be  proper  and  right  at  any  other 
and  at  all  other  tmies.  It  woud  be  a  singular 

Iirovision  for  a  miller  to  have  a  wast^ate  to 
et  the  surplus  water  off  his  mlU-dam  fat  one 
year  tdone,  and  let  the  accumulation  of  water 
at  other  times  break  his  dam.  Hiis  may  he 
considered  a  very  humble  comparison ;  but  it 
is  one  known  to  everybody,  and  is,  in  my 
opinion,  applicable  to  the  case  before  the  House. 

Hr.  Speaker,  another  objection  urged  against 
this  measure  is,  that  the  proposition  is  not  at- 
tached to  its  "  yokefellow  the  amendment  Is 
not  made  to  a  proper  and  appropriate  hill.  I 
would  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of  the  members, 
who  are  now  honoring  me  so  much  with  their 
attention  on  this  occasion,  if  it  be  not  a  dngular 
time  now,  at  the  close  of  a  short  session,  to 
make  this  objection.  If  we  had  time  to  devote 
to  etiquette,  and  nioe-and  strict  ceremony,  then 
the  argument  might  be  considered.  These 
secundum  artem  gentlemen  must  have  maxe 
time  than  we  now  have,  to  urge  these  objec- 
tions with  any  hopes  of  success.  I  am  not  at  all 
acqudnted  with  nice  dandyism ;  hut  I  am  told, 
by  their  roles  and  regulations,  a  person  is  the 
most  genteel  to  wear  a  suit  of  clothes  all  of  the 
same  color;  yet  I  see  around  me  genflemui 
clad  in  different  colors,  and  still  appear  to  a 
great  advantage.  So  it  will  be  with  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  before  the  House.  The  proper 
officers  of  the  Government  will  both  find  it  and 
ezecnte  it,  if  we  pass  it 

Hr.  Speaker,  another  ol^eetion  is,  that  it  is 
improper,  and  even  atnne  say  it  ia  unconstitu- 
tional, to  raise  a  surplus  Auw  for  distribution. 
It  would  be  extremely  unwise  to  collect  money 
and  distribute  it  to  ue  pec^e  again.  I  have 
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no  hedtation  in  sajina  that  snch  an  idea  never 
onoe  entered  the  heads  of  the  framers  of  the 
constitntioD.  It  would  be  not  only  unwise,  but 
absurd,  to  suppose  the  people  would  permit 
Buoh  an  idle  ceremony  to  go  on,  without  either 
honor  or  profit  to  themselves.  This  proposi- 
tion does  not  impose  the  necessity  on  Congress 
to  rwse  a  revenue  to  distribute  it.  It  oaly  pro- 
vides, if  there  exist  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1838,  then,  and  in  that 
event,  to  distribnte  it  among  the  States  in  the 
proportion  menUoned  in  the  amendment.  Such 
surplus  existing  In  the  Treasurj,  is  a  misfor- 
tone ;  bat  it  la  one  from  vhich  we  can  be  re- 
lieved with  the  greatest  ease.  In  Governments, 
as  in  other  thinga,  we  cannot  expect  perfec- 
tion. The  object  of  Govemmentj  in  this  re- 
spect, is  to  raise  a  revenue  proportionate  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government ;  but  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  human  mind,  it  is  not  in  the  com- 
pass of  human  wisdom,  on  all  occasions,  to 
make  the  revenue  correspond  with  the  ezpen- 
ditnres  of  the  Government.  The  means  by 
which  we  raise  our  revenue  are  such  that  we 
cannot  expect  to  make  the  one  equal  to  the 
other  on  all  occasions.  "When  we  have  not 
enough  revenue,  we  borrow  to  make  up  the 
deficit.  "When  we  have  too  much,  why  not 
send  it  back  to  the  people  in  their  State  Legis- 
latures t 

I  have,  on  all  occasions,  voted  for  every 
preposition  to  reduce  the  tariff  duties,  and  to 
abridge  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  such 
manner  as  for  the  revenue  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  Government.  I  think  Congress  has  the 
power  to  remodel  what  is  called  "  the  compro- 
*  mise  act."  The  sales  of  the  public  lands  should 
be  confined  to  actual  settlers,  and  that  at  re- 
duced prices,  for  lands  which  have  been  in 
market  for  a  number  of  years.  If  this  course 
had  been  pursued,  and  the  proper  reductions 
made,  we  would  have  had  no  ^oble  on  the 
subject  of  the  snrplus  revenae.  I  make  no 
charges  against  the  oh^rman  of  the  committees 
having  these  aab^ects  in  their  charge,  of  n^- 
lectinff  their  duties ;  bat  I  do  not  aee  why  both 
the  soi^ects  of  the  rale  of  the  public  lands  and 
the  redaction  of  the  tariff  duties  might  not  have 
been  acted  on  at  th^  present  session.  I  was 
at  all  times  ready  to  act  on  them,  with  or  with- 
out speeches. 

It  IS  agreed  on  all  sides  that  money  is  a  dan- 
gerous neighbor,  and  has  a  corrupting  infiuence. 
It  is  like  Satan  in  the  garden  of  Eden.  Gentle- 
men who  contend  against  this  amendment  say 
that  this  money  wul  corrupt  and  injure  the 
^ple  and  their  State  Legislatures  by  distribn- 
tine  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  disoover  the  force  ot 
the  argument  tbat  induces  them  to  arrive  at 
this  eondusion.  It  may  impose  on  the  State 
Le^slatores  more  business  and  responsibilities 
ia  the  discharge  of  their  duties ;  but  it  cannot 
Itave  A  necessary  tendency  to  corrupt  the  peo- 
ple. 

If  this  pn^Kt^tion  be  rejected,  and  the  money 
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depodt^  in  the  pet  banks,  what  will  be  the 
consequences  1  There  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
more  danger  of  corruptioD  in  the  latter  case 
than  in  the  former.  These  banks  are  private 
corporations,  and  responsible  to  nobody,  further 
than  they  are  bound  by  dollars  and  cents. 
They  have  the  power,  and  will  act  to  the 
best  advantage  to  make  money,  and  to  retain 
the  money  that  may  he  deposited  with  them. 
Tbey  are  sharp  and  shaving  and  skinning  io 
their  operations,  and  will  move  In  very  aonia 
angles  to  make  money. 

ETsnHQ  Sbsbioh. 
Tlie  House  met  at  half-past  four  o^dook. 
The  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Beix,  and 
which  was  under  oiBcusSion  when  the  House 
took  a  reoMS.  The  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment having^  on  motion  of  Kr.  Mxbcbb,  been 
read, 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it 
was  dedded  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  11^  nays 
02. 

So  the  anumdmmt  to  the  anwngmeot  was 

adopts. 

Ur.  MAinr,  of  Kew  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  inserting  after  word 
"States"  the  following:  *^ln  proportion  to  the 
ratio  of  the  representation  of  such  States  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  Ml  wished  merely  to  say  that,  in  offering 
this  amendment,  be  asked  for  nothing  more  than 
the  vote  of  the  House  besides  the  principle  con- 
tuned  in  it,  which  presented  the  question 
whether  the  prindples  of  the  Constitution 
the  United  States  were  to  be  adhered  to  or 
not. 

Mr.  Yell  said :  I  voted,  Mr.  Speaker,  against 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gcuUeman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bnx,)  beoanse  1  am  of 
opinion  that  tliis  biU,  if  passed,  and  saaotioned 
by  the  Freddeat^  (and  I  trust  that  it  mstvc  will 
receive  the  cohntenanoe  of  that  distingaished 
man  and  iUnstrious  statesman,)  will  at  onoe  es- 
tablish a  system  demoraliziDg  and  corrupting  ia 
its  infinences,  and  tend  to  the  destruction  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  States,  and  render  them  de- 
pendent suppliants  on  the  Generd  Gorenunent. 
The  power  and  patronage  of  this  GorenimeDt 
should  not  thus  he  perverted  for  the  base  purpose 
of  degrading  and  withering  the  indepen&nce  of 
the  States;  that  glorious  independwce,  Mr. 
Speaker,  which,  sneer  at  it  as  gentlemen  may 
who  come  from  porUcnlar  sections  of  the  Union 
— sections,  dr,  where  aristooraOT  is  getting  the 
mastery  of  onr  demooratio  and  federative  prin- 
dples—must  be  the  last  bolwark  of  libtftg^ 
Bat,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  tiiis  measure  on  other 
and  not  less  tsn^ble  grounds.  Sir,  I  behold  in 
this  plan  of  distribution,  what  every  enlighten- 
ed mind  can  readily  discover,  a  deep  and  « 
matured  plaOf  conoeived  and  nurtured  by  the 
high  tariff  party,  to  con^ne  and  consolidate 
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their  odions  scheme  of  injustice  and  oppression. 
And,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  is  now  advo- 
cated, and  probably  will  receive  the  votes  of 
gentlemen  from  the  Middle  and  Sonthem  States, 
once  the  nncompromiaing  opponents  of  the 
tariff  principle  but  who  now  are  ready  to  fall 
at  the  f6ot  of  Baal,  and  aacnflce  former  princi- 
ples and  profesuons  for  the  purpose  of  filling 
their  State  treasnries  at  tJie  expense  of  the  peo- 
ple—by recognizing  and  establishing  a  system 
of  taxation  as  oppressive  as  it  is  nnconstitution- 
al.  And,  sir,  the  br&ve  and  hardy  people  of  the 
yonng  and  vigorous  State  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  are  called  on  to  subscribe  to 
such  heresies  and  denationalizing  dt^mas.  The 
man  who  expects  any  thing  of  the  kind  from  the 
people  of  Arkansas  knows  but  little  of  their 
character ;  or,  knowing  it,  would  basely  misrep- 
resent them,  and  how  at  the  temple  of  Hun- 
mon. 

This  measure  of  distribution,  since  it  has 
beoi  ft  hobby  horse  for  gentlemen  to  ride  on, 
has  presented  an  anomalons  apectaele.  "the 
time  yet  belongs  to  the  history  of  this  Congress, 
when  honorable  gentlemen  from  tiie  Soath  And 
the  West  were  daily  found  arrajing  themselves 
against  every  species  of  nnneoessaiy  taxation, 
boldly  avowing  that  they  were  opposed  to  any 
and  ul  tariff  systems  which  would  yield  a  rev- 
enue beyond  the  actual  wants  and  demands  of 
the  Government.  Such  was  their  language  but 
a  few  weeks  or  months  ago ;  and,  In  proclaim- 
ing it,  they  struggled  hard  to  excel  each  other 
in  zeal  and  violence.  And  now,  sir,  what  is 
the  spectacle  we  behold  ?  A  system  of  distri- 
bution, another  and  a  specious  name  for  a  sys- 
tem of  bribery,  has  beui  started ;  the  honnds 
are  in  fall  err ;  and  the  same  b(morable  and 
patriotio  gentlemen  now  step  forward,  and,  at 
the  watohword  ot  "  put  money  in  thy  purse ; 
ay,  put  money  in  thy  purse,"  vote  for  tbe  dis- 
tribution or  bribery  measure,  tbe  effect  of 
which  is  to  entail  on  this  country  a  s^rt«m  of 
taxation  and  oppression  which  has  had  no  par- 
allel since  the  days  of  the  tea  and  ten-penny 
tai — two  frightful  measures  of  discord,  which 
roused  enfeemed  colonies  to  rebellion,  and  led 
to  the  foundation  of  this  mighty  repoblic.  But 
we  are  told,  Mr,  Speaker,  that  this  proposed 
distribntion  is  only  for  momentary  duration ; 
that  it  is  neoMsary  to  relieve  the  T^easuir  of  a 
rednndant  inoone,  and  that  it  will  speedOy  be 
diaooDtinned  I  Indeed,  sir  I  "What  evldenoe 
bave  we  of  the  &ctf  What  evidence  do  we 
require  to  disprove  the  assertion  f  This  Boheme 
was  oommedced  the  last  sesnon ;  it  has  bran  in- 
troduced to  this;  and  let  me  tell  you,  ilr. 
Speaker,  it  never  will  be  abandoned  so  long  as 
the  high  tariff  party  can  wheedle  the  people 
with  a  siren  lullaby,  and  cheat  them  out  of 
their  rights  by  dazzling  the  vi^on  with  gold, 
and  d^nding  the  &noy  by  the  attributes  of  so- 
pIiistT7.  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  if  this  baleful 
•yatem  of  dlstribnUon  be  not  nipped  in  the  bad, 
it  irin  "betatf  the  pe(^  into  sabmladon  a 
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specles  of  taxation  which  no  nation  on  eartli 
should  endure. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  wantonly  impugn  any 
man's  motives,  nor  will  I  speak  to  wound  any 
man's  sensibility ;  but  I  most  he  permitted  tn 
spe&k  piidnly  and  with  candor,  and  I  tmst  no 
one  will  deem  me  discoorteoofl  If  I  frankly  re- 
mark that  the  conduct  of  certain  Southern  gen- 
tlemen, in  relation  to  this  subject,  has  been,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  equivocal  and  has  almost 
tempted  me  to  doubt  the  evidence  of  my  own 
senses.  Are  they  sincere  and  disinterested? 
It  is  not  my  province  to  doubt  them ;  but  let 
me  say,  sir,  that  they  appear  to  demonstrate  by 
their  acts  a  degree  of  insincerity,  if  their  former 
professions  can  be  relied  on ;  for,  though  once 
loudly  clamorous  against  the  tariff,  they  are 
now  found  engaged,  hy  means  not  decidedly  in- 
direct, opposing  any  measure  that  has  a  tenden- 
cy to  reduce  taxation.  THey  assul  the  land 
bill,  because  it  would  reduce  the  tariff  some 
$16,000,000  or  $20^000,000;  and  show  most 
dearly  and  condonvely,  hy  their  votes,  that 
they  will  not  go  for  those  measures  of  reduction 
for  which  the  South  has  so  lone  contended. 
Their  only  object  now  appears  to  oe  the  orea- 
tion  of  a  redundant  Treasury,  for  the  misenUe 
purpose  of  distribution. 

Hr.  Speaker,  this  scheme  of  accumulation 
and  distribution  presents  to  the  worid  a  spec- 
tacle equally  to  deplored  and  ridiculed.  To 
combat  it  with'  argument  would  be  to  waste  tbe 
time  of  tlie  House  and  the  countty  in  discusnng 
an  absurdity.  The  whole  system  is  not  only 
wrong,  but  it  is  contemptible.  What  is  it,  sir? 
Ay,  sir,  what  is  it  ?  It  is  a  sdieme  to  tax  the  . 
Sontii  and  West,  to  protect  the  manufiwtnres 
of  the  Korth--«f  New  England— that  section 
of  the  country  which  is  now  engaged  in  gener- 
ating agitation  and  strife,  for  tiie  openly-avow- 
ed purpose  of  sapping  the  institutions  of  eveiy 
Stete  south  and  west  of  the  Potomac,  and  ren- 
dering them  mere  colonial  dependencies,  the 
servile  hacks  and  serfs  of  New  England.  It  is 
a  scheme  to  tax  you  and  me,  sir,  and  the  Ser- 
geant-at-arms,  if  you  please,  by  the  way  of 
analogy,  for  the  purpose  of  patting  into  our 
pockets  ten  cents  out  of  every  dollar  that  the 
baud  of  oppression  took  out  of  our  pockets. 
The  scheme,  sir,  to  say  nothing  of  its  injustice, 
is  contemptible ;  it  is  unworthy  of  the  enlight- 
ened age  m  yrhieh  we  live ;  it  sets  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  poUtieal  economy  at  defiance.  Ismghs 
Adam  Smith,  Say,  Bicardo,  and  Benuiam,  to 
scorn ;  and  where,  let  me  ask,  was  tbe  voHd 
ever  before  regaled  with  the  spectacle  of  a  peo- 
ple's taxing  themselves  to  the  tune  of  millicns, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  surplusage  back 
ag^n,  at  a  discount  of  ninety  per  centum;  tak- 
ing from  tlie  citizen  a  dollar,  for  -tbe  purpose 
of  giving  him  ten  cents  ?  But,  sir,  I  will  not 
discuss  a  proposition  so  monstrous. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  say  if 
they  are  prepared  to  oppose  a  proposition  to 
reduce  the  rerrane  to  toe  wants  of  the  Gov- 
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eminent,  hj  redaciuK  the  tariff  on  imports ;  or 
hy  the  pawage  of  a  land  bill,  if  the^  were  oer^ 
tMnth^tbesarpliuwaa  to  remaio  in  the  Treos* 
my.  I  am  latiafled  that  no  gattlemen  would 
Toto  for  a  ^stem  which  woold  tend  to  fill  the 
Tn$ttirj,  without  a  certainty  of  their  receiving 
a  portion  of  the  plunder ;  and  yet  we  find  those 
Ten-  men,  by  their  Totea,  fiUiog  yonr  pnbUo 
ocmers  bo  as  to  enable  tiiem  to  receive  their 
portion  of  the  ^ils.  « 

Sir,  (continued  Mr.  T.,)  I  enter  my  protest 
aniost  a  system  of  bargtua  and  corruption, 
miich  is  to  be  executed  by  parties  of  different 
political  complexions,  for  the  purpose  of  dividing 
the  nioils  which  they  have  plundered  from  the 
people.  If  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  are  to 
be  Gontinaed  for  the  bea^t  of  the  speculators 
who  go  to  the  West  in  multitudes  for  the  pni^ 
pose  of  legally  stenliiiff  the  lands  and  improve- 
ments of  tJie  people  «  tiie  nev  States,  I  hope 
my  constitnents  may  know  who  it  is  that  thus 
imposes  upon  them  a  system  of  legalized  frand 
and  oppression.  If;  sir,  my  constituents  are  to 
be  saonfioed  by  tlie  maintenance  of  a  system 
of  persecution,  got  up  and  carried  on  for  the 
purpose  of  filling  the  pockets  of  others  to  their 
Tuin,  I  wish  them  to  know  who  is  the  anihor 
of  the  enormity.  I  had  hoped,  Mr.  Speaker, 
and  that  hope  has  not  yet  bera  abandoned,  that, 
if  ever  this  branch  of  the  Government  is  bent 
on  the  destniction  of  the  rights  of  the  people 
and  a  violation  of  the  oonstitotion,  there  is  yet 
one  ordeal  for  it  to  pass,  where  it  m^  be  abom 
of  its  buiefol  aapeot.  And,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
tmst  In  God  that  in  its  passage  through  that 
ordeal,  it  will  find  a  gui€tia. 

Ur.  Book  said  that  if  the  proportion  tiien 
under  consideration,  to  distribute  any  portion 
of  the  surplus  revenae  among  the  States,  that 
may  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1838,  should  become  a  law,  he  sincerely 
hoped  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Mann)  woold  be 
rejected  by  the  House.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  a 
more  nnjnst  proposition  towards  the  new  States 
oould  not  have  entered  into  the  mind  of  man 
than  the  one  proposed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  New  York :  and,  more  especially,  the 
State  which  Kr.  B.  had  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent  on  the  floor  d  Congress.  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  B^)  if  a  distribntiim  of  the  snrplns  revenue 
(if  any  there  be)  shall  be  made  upon  the  baais 
of  rqnvsentation  in  tiie  House  of  Bepreaenta- 
tiTea,  manifost  b^nstice  would  be  done  to  all 
the  new  States. 

Under  the  census  of  1880,  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana is  entitied  to  seven  Bepresentatives  upon 
this  floor ;  whereas,  at  this  time,  from  the  in- 
crease of  population  since  tlie  year  1880,  Indi- 
ana would  be  entitied  to  at  least  twelve,  if  not 
thirteen,  Bepresentatives  in  Congress  under  the 
present  ratio  of  representation  among  the  sev- 
eral States ;  whereas,  in  most  of  the  old  States, 
the  inoreaae  of  population  dnce  the  year  1880 
baa  not  be«i  such  as  to  increase  the  number  oi 
their  Bepresentatives  in  Googreei  under  the 


present  ratio^  apportioning  the  number  of  Bep* 
resentatives  in  Oongresa  among  the  several 
States  of  the  Union.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask 
i^  under  this  view  of  the  anljeot,  manifest  ia- 
Jostice  would  not  be  done  to  the  new  States, 
should  the  amendment  offered  by  the  genfJeman 
from  New  York  be  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  voted  for  the  distri- 
bution bill  of  the  last  sesnon  of  Congress,  aad 
he  had  just  voted  for  the  some  principle  by 
way  of  amendment  to  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration; but  he  would  take  the  opportunity 
then  afforded  him  to  s^  that,  in  both  instances, 
he  regretted  most  sincerely  tiiat  circumstances 
should  have  compelled  him  to  vote  fur  or 
against  the  measure.  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  ha<^ 
on  all  propM  occasions  opposed  the  poli^  of 
taxing  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  ndnng  a 
surplus  revenue,  to  be  distributed  among  uie 
several  States,  as  such  a  system  would  be  to  tax 
the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  Gentie- 
men  might  endeavor  to  make  the  system  pop- 
ular, by  pretending  to  return  to  the  dear  people 
that  which  they  have  been  instrumental  in 
wresting  from  tiie  pockets  of  the  people,  by  an 
unholy  system  of  taxation  not  denuded  by  the 
wants  of  the  Government. 

ySi.  B.  sud  that  he  had  not  yet  fpven  up  to 
desp^r.  He  yet  felt  encouragement  in  the  firm 
conviction  that  the  da^  was  not  far  distant 
when  the  freemen  of  this  country  woold  indigo 
nantiy  throw  off  the  sbsoklea  that  have  already 
too  long  enslaved  them,  and  would  not  longer 
be  humbugged  by  &lse  pretences  of  faaviog  r^ 
turned  to  tiiem  the  mon^  vhich  has  been 
wrested  frran  th^  pockets,  by  a  system  of 
over-taxing  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few. 
The  people  are  now  told  by  a  oertun  class  ot 
politicians  that  there  is  remaining  ia  the  Treas- 
ury  a  connderable  amount  of  money  over  and 
above  the  wants  of  the  Government  whidi 
ought  to  i>e  returned  to,  and  distributed  among, 
the  dear  people  of  the  several  States.  Ana 
how,  I  ask,  is  it  to  be  effected  with  advantage 
to  the  great  body  of  the  tax-paying  community  i 
Why,  sir,  after  an  odious  and  unijust  system  of 
taxation  has  been  fastened  and  riveted  upon  the 
people,  by  which  a  larae  enrploa  revenue  is 
produced,  and  after  deducting  about  twenty* 
five  per  emt.  fbr  odleoting  Ha  same^  it  ia  thoa 
most  graeioQsly  pn^osed  to  distributo  the  r»- 
midnder  therem  anuHig  the  sereral  States,  in 
order  that  It  again  return  to  the  dear  petH 
pie,  whose  interest  and  foture  welfare  are  al- 
ways so  near  the  heart  of  the  political  demi^ 
gwae. 

The  tax-paying  people  of  this  country  first 
earn  the  money  that  pays  their  taxes  under  the 
authority  of  law,  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow, 
and  by  uie  sweat  of  their  brow  they  will  have 
to  re- earn  their  respective  portions  of  the  sur- 

ftlus  revenae  when  it  shall  have  been  depo«ted 
Q  the  State  treasuries.  The  tine  question  to  be 
dedded  by  the  people  of  this  country  is,  shall 
there  be  a  new  and  novel  policy  introduced  in 
this  Qoranunen^  vhidi  has  for  iu  olj^eet  the 
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raising  of  a  surplus  revenne  for  distribution 
among  the  States ;  or  sball  the  taxes  of  the 
people  be  reduced  to  the  legitimate  wants  of 
the  Government  ?  This  is  the  only  true  issue 
to  be  made  before  the  people ;  and  to  this 
qnestion  the  public  mind  should  be  particularly 
orawTi  by  all  those  who  stand  opposed  to  mo- 
nopolies, and  all  privileged  orders  of  every  char- 
acter whatever. 

The  people  will  be  fully  satisflod  in  a  short 
time,  that  the  depositing  of  the  surplus  revenue 
in  the  several  State  treasuries  will  not  have  the 
effect  of  again  returning  to  the  people  thrar  re- 
spective portions  of  the  money  that  haa  beoi 
unnecessarily  and  nnrij^teonuy  drawn  from 
their  pocket&  by  an  nnjnst  i^ystem  of  taxation 
by  the  General  Government  Hr.  B.  sud  that, 
in  looking  into  this  subject  of  creating  a  surplus 
revenue  to  be  distributed  among  the  States,  he 
oAnId  view  it  in  no  other  light  than  having  a 
direct  tendency  to  destroy  the  independence  of 
the  State  Governments ;  and,  if  possible  to  do 
so,  to  corrupt  the  people  themselves  with  their 
own  money.  The  question  of  every  wise  legis- 
lator in  Congress  should  be  as  to  the  best  mode 
of  reducing  the  taxes  already  imposed  on  the 
people  BO  as  to  raise  a  sufficient  amoont  only 
of  revenue  to  supply  the  legitimate  wants 
the  General  Govemmenf^  and  not  as  to  what 
shall  be  done  with  the  sorplus  revenue.  Re- 
duce the  burdens  of  taxation  now  imposed  upon 
the  people,  to  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
and  leave  the  surplus  where  it  should  be — ^in 
the  pockets  of  its  rightful  owners. 

Ur.  MoXkos  said  he  was  satisfied,  firom  the 
course  the  debate  had  taken,  that  a  general  im- 

Sreadon  existed  that  something  ought  to  be 
one,  and  without  delay,  to  remedy  the  difficul- 
ty in  which  the  country  was  now  placed  by  its 
overflowing  Treasury.  He,  in  common  with 
many  who  had  addressed  the  House  on  this 
subject,  believed  that  a  reduction  of  the  revenue 
ought  to  be  attempted ;  and  he  thou^t  th&t  a 
ftvorable  opportunity  was  now  presented  to 
g^tlemen  who  were  anxious  to  reduce  onr  re- 
ceipts, to  exhibit  the  evidenee  of  their  zeal. 
The  tariff  bill  offered  a  fur  opportunity.  He 
inqnhwd  of  the  Chair  If  it  would  be  in  order  to 
ofllcr,  as  an  amendment,  the  bill  of  his  colleague, 
QIt.  Oahbbeleno,)  or  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
in  relation  to  a  reduction  of  tiie  tariff.  (The 
Chaib  said  it  would  not.)  Sir,  if  it  is  not  in 
order,  I  must  submit.  I  am  disposed  to  believe 
that  if  distribution  is  now  before  us,  the  meas- 
ures which  would  reduce  your  revenue  might 
not  be  out  of  place.  On  every  side  it  is  admit- 
ted that  your  income  foe  exceeds  the  wants  of 
the  Government ;  and  yet,  it  appears,  we  are 
called  upon  to  continue  legislation  calculated  to 
keep  np  thlf  strange  system.  I  was  one  of  that 
smul  min<^y  which,  at  the  lart  session  of 
OongresH,  Toted  against  your  deposit  bill,  as  it 
vas  caDed,  bat  a  distribution  bill  in  fact.  I 
have  seen  that  minoril?  more  than  doubled  on 
the  vote  jnst  taken.  I  have  not  regretted,  as 
yet,  the  opporiticai  whk^  I  gave  to  ia»  qrstem 
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of  distribution :  I  saw  in  the  scheme  the  means 
of  &stening  upon  the  country  a  high  tariff. 
Opposed,  as  I  am,  to  raising  unnecessary  rev- 
enne  from  the  people ;  educated  in  the  school 
of  politics  which  insists  that  the  Government 
^ould  be  administered  economically ;  that  the 
industry  of  the  people  should  not  be  taxed 
beyond  what  is  absolutely  required  for  the 
wants  (and  those  wants  limited)  of  the  Gov- 
emment,  I  could  ikover  assent  to  the  doctrine 
which  sanctioned  unnecessary  taxation,  and 
plundered  the  poor  for  the  base  purpose  of 
enriching  the  pabllo  coffers.  Gentlemen  aaj 
this  is  returning  the  money  to  the  people.  I 
am  aware  it  is  by  this  plaumble  argument  they 
wish  to  deceive  the  people  into  a  support  of 
this  new  principle.  AU  I  ask  is,  that  gentle- 
men will  not  take  the  money  from  the  people. 
It  never  can  be  returned  to  the  individuals  from 
whom  it  is  taken.  It  is  taken  from  eveir 
Human  being  who  consumes  an  article  of  food 
or  raiment.  You  tax  the  bread  the  poor  man 
eats,  the  cool  that  warms  him,  the  blanket  that 
covers  him.  Yon  plunder  him  in  various  ways, 
and  proclaim,  at  the  same  time,  the  fact  of  an 
overflowing  Treasury.  "Why,  sir,  is  not  this 
the  purest  form  of  oppresaon  I  Is  not  this  ex- 
ercise ofpower  of  tasuition  notfinr  theporpcnes 
for  which  the  Government  was  formed  bat  for 
other  purposes,  snffldent  to  arouse  the  peoi^e? 
Who  will  insist  that,  by  any  pro^sa,  the  same 
amount  of  money  collected,  which  is  abstracted, 
can, be  returned  to  the  same  individual? 

I'am  astonished  to  find  upon  this  floor  the 
strange  association  which  is  presented  of  those  . 
who  have  been  distinguished  as  the  opponents 
of  a  high  tariff  united  with  those  who  have 
been  its  inflexible  and  warmest  supporters.  I 
am  more  astonished  to  find  gentiemen  who  are 
known  to  belong  to  that  sect  in  this  country 
characterized  by  devotion  to  a  strict  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution,  advocating  a  doctrine 
which,  some  years  since,  was  denounced  by  a 
Seaator  d  the  behest  stan^g  as  aacoaabto- 
tiooal,  dangerous,  absurd,  and  uiexpedMnt,  and 
would  convert  the  Government  into  an  office  of 
collection  and  distribution.  I  refer  to  one  who 
has  been  looked  up  to  as  the  head  of  that  ultra 
strict  constraction  school.  And  yet  we  find 
those  who  profess  to  f<^ow  these  lights,  and  to 
be  guided  by  this  wisdom,  proclflUnin^  thdr 
attachment  to  this  same  principle  of  distribu- 
tion. Kot  a  man  of  them  who  would  not  de- 
nonnce  any  plan  to  interfere  with  the  domestic 
arrangements  of  the  several  States ;  and,  never- 
theless, are  promoting,  indirecUy,  the  very 
measures  they  are  opposed  to.  What  must  be 
the  result  of  your  distribationj  The  States 
wiU  rely  upon  the  General  Government ;  they 
will  turn  thdr  eyes  towards  this  Oapitol  as  the 
point  from  which  gdden  streams  are  to  be 
poured  forth  upon  them  to  carry  on  their  inter- 
nal improvements ;  you  will  make  the  States 
dependent  upon  the  General  Government,  in- 
stead of  this  Government  dependent  upon  the 
States :  in  a  word,  yoa  will  change  the  whole 
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fonn  of  jour  Government,  yon  will  destroy  its 
natare,  and,  instead  of  Laving  it  rimple  and 
economical,  jon  will  transform  it  into  one  com- 
plicated and  extravagant 

Hr,  TuRRii-L  then  demanded  the  previous 
question,  bat  the  Honse  refused  to  second  it — 
yeas  75,  nays  110. 

The  debate  was  then  resomed. 

ICr.  Vaitdkepoel  said  he  wonld  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  bis  coUeagae,  Qlr.  Uakk,)  though 
he  had  voted  against  the  bill  <tf  the  la^  session 
—a  vote  of  which  he  was  rendered  pnmder 
and  proader  by  every  addiUcHial  day.  He 
woold  vote  for  uie  amendment  of  his  ooUeagQe, 
not  because  ho  favored  the  principle  of  distri- 
bn'tion,  for  it  was  a  prinoiple  so  obnozioos  to 
him,  that,  do  what  yoa  please,  he  conld  not 
vote  for  or  compromise  it ;  but  if  we  most  have 
distribution,  let  us,  at  least,  have  such  a  ratio 
as  shall  possess  something  like  the  semblance 
of  justice.  The  omenUment  of  his  coUeagne 
provided  that  the  surplus  should  be  distributed 
according  to  the  same  rule  by  which  the  money 
was  raised  by  taxation  from  the  people.  The 
mle  for  distribution  adopted'by  the  act  of  last 
session  was  wholly  indefensible. 

Ur.  v.  said  he  had  very  attentively  noticed 
fhe  yeas  and  ntqrs  npon  the  proposntion  for  this 
new  distribution,  which  had  Inst  been  carried ; 
and  though  he  had  often  ueard  of  Yankee 
acutenesa  and  sagatafy,  tiiongh  he  had  often, 
while  he  had  been  connected  witii  tbe  delibera- 
tions of  this  House,  seen  them  most  strikingly 
exempli6ed,  he  had  never  seen  them  more  sig- 
nally illustrated  tiion  on  this  occasion.  Gen- 
tlemen &om  the  tariff  districts  of  the  East,  and 
many  gentlemen  from  the  Bonth,  in  relation  to 
the  subject  now  before  us,  were  goiog  hand  in 
hand,  and  sailing  in  the  same  iKtat ;  but,  with- 
out much  ^paraging  the  sagacity  of  gentlemen 
from  the  South,  he  must  be  permitted  to  use  an 
old  and  homely  adage,  and  say  that  the  Yan- 
kees "  best  knew  on  which  side  their  bread 
was  bnttered."  He  had,  as  he  had  observed, 
often  had  occasion  to  admire  the  oool,  keen, 
and  calculating  sagatuty  of  the  sons  of  tbe  East, 
espedally  when  contrasted  with  the  more  im- 
petuous temperament  which  characterized  an- 
other quarter ;  and  the  vote  which  had  just  been 
taken  afforded  a  new  subject  for  such  admira- 
tion. Look  over  the  yeas  and  nays  just  taken, 
and  recorded,  and  see  whether  you  can  find  a 
^ngle  gentleman  representing  a  high  tariff 
manufacturing  district  who  has  voted  against 
this  second  and  most  mischievous  plan  of  dis- 
tribution. While  one  Southern  gentieman  here 
and  another  there  drops  off  and  goes  for  distri- 
bution, opposed  as  it  is  to  the  jmnoi^e  of  re- 
daction, the  tariff  represwtativea  of  New  Eng- 
land march  off  in  solid  phalanx,  in  aupport  of 
t^is  scheme.  Sir,  they  know  well  what  they 
are  about.  Their  keen  sa^udty  has  told  and 
disclosed  to  them  what  their  policy  is  tending 
to.  They  know  that  the  policy  of  distribution 
is  opposed  to  the  policy  of  reduction,  and  there- 
finre  they  go  to  a  man  for  the  fonner.  He  (Ur. 
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y.)  was  surprised  to  see  gentiemen  from  the 
South  drawn  into  a  scheme  for  the  support  of 
the  high  tariff  policy. 

[Mr.  Kabok,  of  Ohio,  here  called  Mr.  V.  to 
order  for  making  personal  reflections ;  and  the 
Chaib  decided  that  Hr.  V.  was  not  out  of  order.} 

Ur.  y.  said  he  had  not  made,  nor  did  he  in- 
tend to  make,  any  personal  reflections.  Gentie- 
men were,  no  doubt,  pure  and  patriotic  in  the 
course  they  were  t^ung ;  but  he  surely  had  a 
ri^t  to  say  tiut  the  gentiemen  who  represented 
high  tariff  districts  knew  best  what  uey  were 
about;  t^at  this  miserable  and  demMvli^ur 
scheme  of  distribution  would  serve  long  ana 
copiously  to  oil  their  spindles,  and  give  new 
impetus  to  their  sbutties,  whilst  its  effect  woold 
be  any  thing  bat  benignant  upon  the  Southern 
planting  States.  He  had  a  right  to  say,  and  he 
wonld  say^  that  this  plan  of  distribution  number 
two  exhibited  au  amalgamation  of  differing  par- 
ties, and  that  some  opposed  to  a  tariff,  and 
others  in  favor  of  a  hWi  tariff^  were  here  now 
found  in  a  most  nnuararal  union.  Year  after 
year  bad  the  high  altra-tariff  party  in  former 
years  addressed  to  yon  the  horse-leech  cry  of 
**  G^ve,  give  us  more  protection.**  Tbe  general 
sentiment  of  tbe  country  now  is,  that  they  had 
been  most  inornate  and  unreasonable  in  fheir 
demaDdsfoT protection.  Theircupidityhadw<^ 
nigh  dissolved  the  Union.  Their  own  laws  and 
their  own  measures  had  swelled  your  revenues 
much  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Govemmoit ; 
and  now  they  found  tbethselves  in  a  podtion 
of  much  peril.  He  coold  not  a^  that  he  was 
destitute  of  all  sympatby  for  them,  as  the  man- 
ufacturing interest  in  his  district  was  a  very 
important  one.  It  embraced  many  gentiemen 
for  whom  he  had  a  high  regard.  Still  he  must 
and  would  repeat  what  be  had  sud  shortly  after 
the  oommencement  of  tills  session,  tiiat  if  the 
alternative  were  presented  to  him,  "  Bring  down 
your  revenne  at  once  to  the  wanta  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  perpetoate  this  polioy  of  diatribn- 
tion,"  he  wonld  not  hentate  to  go  for  ndao- 
tion.  If  gentiemen  would  not  pass  the  land 
bill,  if  they  would  not  do  any  thing  to  terminate 
the  evil  of  a  plethoric  Treasury,  and  averc  the 
evils  inseparable  from  perpetual  distribution, 
they  leave  us,  who  deprecate  those  evils,  no 
option ;  we  must  go  at  the  tariff,  and  strive  to 
bring  it  down  to  the  wants  of  tbe  Government. 
Was  there  any  gentieman  here  of  such  super- 
ficial vision  as  not  to  be  able  to  see  that  the 
present  movement  was  an  effort  to  fix  permit 
nentiy  on  the  country,  by  tbe  sedactive  feature 
of  distribution,  a  rate  of  taxation  far  lieyfmd 
the  necessary  wanta  of  the  Government? 

Hr.  HoOoicAS  rose  and  addressed  the  Sneato. 
Be  said  tiiat  heretofore  he  had  remained  silent 
in  this  debate,  and  thonght  it  was  better  to  act 
npon  the  qu^on  than  to  waste  the  preciooB 
time  of  the  House  in  fruitless  discussion.  But 
from  the  gratuitons  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  yAMDKBPOEL)  he  felt  him- 
self compelled,  in  defence  of  himself  and  those 
whom  he  ac^  with  npm  this  qnestitn,  to 
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make  a  few  remarka.  The  gentleman  seems  to 
feel  a  deep  ooncera  for  the  interest  of  onr  con- 
BtituentB.  He  thinks  t^iey  are  misrepresented 
npon  this  floor.  Hr.  MoO.  said  he  had  no  dooht 
bat  that  his  constituents  wonid  feel  nnder  last- 
ing oUigations  to  that  honorable  gentleman  for 
his  kind  intei^writion,  for  his  and  manlj 
d^ianoe  of  HuAr  interest  oa.  this  floor.  If  they 
did  not,  he  should  think  H  base  ingretitade,  as 
the  hommble  member  was,  out  ot  the  soper- 
abnu&noe  o£  bis  kindness  to  them,  compeUed, 
as  a  matter  of  necessity,  to  misrepresent  hm 
own  oonstitnehts.  He  said  this  generona  disin- 
terestedness coald  not  fail  to  meet  its  reward  in 
the  am>robation  of  a  gratefbl  and  generons  peo- 
ple. Mr.  MoO.  said  he  would  assure  the  gentle- 
man that  that  was  the  character  of  the  people 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent  here. 

The  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to  be  struck 
with  horror  at  the  idea  of  Southern  gentlemen 
voting  for  this  bill.  He  has  exhibited  the  tarifi; 
in  its  most  fHghtfal  fb^kto  their  imaginations, 
and  gravely  inquires  infls  the  policy  of  Bodth- 
eni  genHemen  to  rivet  aproteemig  tariff  on  the 
flonuL  If  F.  UcC.  said  tms  soareorow  had  been 
too  reoendy  dog  from  its  grave  to  iospire  him 
with  any  terror.  He  thought  the  veil  of  the 
gentleman  was  too  thin  to  conceal  his  true 
course  from  the  gaze  of  the  Sonthem  people. 
The  South  was  not  so  completely  harnessed  in 
party  shackles,  as  to  be  rallied  by  this  war- 
whoop,  to  make  a  common  cause  against  the 
passt^  of  this  bill.  They  have  been  too  long 
fed  by  empty  professions.  They  look  upon  this 
question  in  a  sob^  light;  they  say  to  these 
friendly  gentlemen  of  the  North,  whose  burden 
of  song  is  free  trade  and  a  redaction  of  duties, 
why  is  this  measure  not  effected?  What  pre- 
vBDte  the  passage  of  a  law  to  that  effect  ?  Has 
not  the  administration  a  m^ority  in  both 
Houses  of  Ooi^ressf  Is  it  not  hi  their  power 
at  any  moment  to  tdn  up  that  snbject  in  prefer- 
ence to  all  others)  Sir,  it  is  too  plain,  this 
pulse  feeler,  or  tob  to  the  whale,  will  not  do. 

Ur.  MoG.  Bfdd  the  bill  for  reduction  had  been 
Introduced  at  an  early  period  of  the  sesition,  and 
had  been  qnietly  sleepmg  on  the  table  to  tlie 
present  time ;  the  |>eopIe  in  the  South  all  this 
time  anxiously  wuting  to  see  the  action  of  Oon- 
gress  npon  the  subject.  Where  was  the  zeal 
of  the  gentleman  for  the  South  all  this  time ! 
Sir,  it  Mept  upon  the  table  with  the  bill.  How 
can  we  aooount  for  the  new-bom  zeal  of  the 
gentleman,  at  tltis  late  hour  of  the  night,  to  wish 
to  have  i$»pended  to  that  bill  a  bill  ripping  up 
and  ohan^ng.  the  whole  tariff  laws  <tf  the  Minn- 
try  f  Does  ^t  gentfeman  think  that  a  ques- 
tion so  complex  in  its  natnre,  and  combining 
saoh  a  variety  of  interests  as  the  snbject  of  the 
tariff,  can  be  adjusted  in  fifterai  minutes.  Mr. 
MoO.  said  that  this  snbject  mi^t  be  plain  to 
tiie  mind  of  that  gentleman,  yet  be  confe^ed  it 
was  (me  of  great  difficulty  to  him,  and  he  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  upon  a  bill  making  such 
radioal  changes  in  the  settled  policy  of  the 
oonntry,  without  hearing  it  amply  diAioased,  hi 
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all  its  bearings.  And  no  man  could  believe 
that  a  measure  of  such  magnitude  could  be 
properly  matured  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion ;  nor  did  he  believe  that  it  was  ever  in- 
tended to  be  discussed  or  passed  this  session. 

[Here  Mr.  Cambbblbng  interrupted  Mr. 
MoOouAB,  and  stdd  that,  from  the  extra(»<di- 
nary  course  of  the  present  Oongress,  he  had 
not  been  able  to  have  the  appropriation  bills 
acted  on.] 

Mr.  McCoHAs  replied  that  the  administratim 
held  the  destinies  of  all  these  matters  in  tbor 
own  hands,  and  coold  give  them  any  Erection 
they  pleased.  The  Southern  people  would  be 
amused  when  they  came  to  learn  that  their 
zealous  advocate  for  State  rights  and  a  sfrict 
construction  of  the  constitution,  and  for  a  re- 
daction of  the  tariff,  avowed  himself,  at  the 
same  time,  a  representative  of  a  tariff  district. 
It  seems  to  me  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
over-cropped  himself.  *Ee  will  find  it  a  diffi- 
cult matter  to  look  both  ways  at  the  same  time. 
To  use  a  homely  figure,  he  reminds  me  of  the 
Li^an  who  etHnplamed  that  he  oftm  auflbred 
from  cold  because  his  blanket  was  too  short. 
When  he  covered  his  head  his  feet  were  naked, 
and  when  he  covered  his  feet,  his  head  was 
naked.  So,  sir,  upon  the  whole,  I  think  the 
honorable  member  had  better  attend  strictly  to 
the  interest  of  his  own  constituents,  and  leave 
the  interests  of  other  people  to  th^  represent- 
atives.' 

The  gentleman  has  said  that  we  are  taxing 
the  people  for  distribution.  This  appears  to  be 
a  taliamanic  word  with  those  gentlemen  who 
wish  to  keep  the  money.  Mr.  MoO.  denied  that 
one  doUar  o{  the  surplus  money  was  raised  by 
taxation.  It  was  from  the  sale  property.  It 
was  from  the  sale  of  pubHo  lands^  the  common 
property  of  tiie  people  of  all  the  States.  He 
saia  it  had  not  ooourred,  he  supposed,  to  those 
wise  leetnrers,  that  flie  enstmiB  fbr  tiie  last 
three  years  had  not  paid  tbe  expenses  of  the 
Government,  or  any  thing  like  it ;  and  but  for 
tko  extraordinaiy  Mies  of  the  public  lands,  we 
should  not  have  one  surplus  dollar  in  the  Trees- 
UT7,  bat,  on  the  contrary,  we  should  have  been 
bsJikru^t.  And  yet  we  are  eontinaally  told,  if 
we  divide  oat  tiie  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  people,  it  is  levying  a  tax  upon 
them.  Sir,  if  putting  money  in  the  people^s 
pockets  is  taxing  them,  then  they  will  not  be 
apt  to  complain  of  the  burdens  of  taxation.  The 
fond  acorumg  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  has^ 
in  my  Judgment,  been  impn^rly  put  into  the 
National  Treasury.  Mr.  MoO.  sua  he  believed 
it  was  a  direet  vicdation  of  the  deed  of  cession, 
made  by  Virginia  to  the  Federal  Government 
By  that  deed,  it  will  be  seen  that  all  the  land 
that  rem^M  unsold,  after  the  objects  of  the 
grant  had  been  complied  with,  was  to  be  the 
common  property  of  all  the  States,  Yirginia 
inclusive. 

To  call  upon  the  States  for  the  money  depos- 
ited with  them  would  be  a  ruinous  poUc^. 
Many  States  have  already  embarked  m  ex- 
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tenuTe  works  of  intenial  improT«nent  upon 
the  faith  and  credit  of  tiiat  moner — improve- 
meiits  that  are  opening  a  thonBand  avennea  to 
wealth  and  pro^>erity,  and  will  enable  fliese 
local  communities  to  develop  their  fall  re- 
Booroes ;  and  to  call  far  that  monej  now  woold 
be  political  madness,  and  few  men  woold  like 
to  take  the  respondbili^  of  snoh  a  measure. 
Gentlemen  make  lone  and  labored  argameutp 
to  prove,  what  nobody  denies,  that  Owgress 
irf^  repenl  the  o<Hnpromifle  aot  I  am  not 
Id  fsror  of  odleetiu^  more  rerame  Hum  Is 
wanted  fbr  aa  eoonomioal  adndiufltratdon  of  the 
Gtorenunent ;  yet,  in  brin^Dg  the  Government 
to  that  Btaodard,  some  r«^>ect  should  be  paid 
to  the  great  and  leading  interests  of  the  coun- 
try ;  to  the  time  and  manner  this  thing  Aonid 
be  done :  and,  sir,  without  a  more  nigent  ne- 
cessity than  now  exists,  we  should  await  the 
opffl-etioQ  of  the  compromise  bill.  Sir,  the 
foundation  of  this  Government  was  laid  deep 
In  the  prinoiples  of  compronuse.  The  same  ele- 
ments of  discord  existed  at  the  formation  of  the 
Federal  Government  that  exist  now.  The  con- 
stitation  was  formed  by  mntoal  ooacession  of 
all  parties;  and,  to  be  administered  furly,  it 
must  be  dfWA  In  the  same  spiAt,  Sir,  it  cannot 
be  fopgot/bea  that  this  Government,  In  the  coarse 
of  its  administration,  caUed  Horthem  capital 
from  the  ooean,  and  oomp^ed  its  owners  to 
employ  it  upon  land ;  and  by  a  series  of  l^is- 
lation,  whether  right  or  wrong,  in  some  meas- 
ure plighted  the  f^th  of  the  Government  to 
that  policy.  Sir,  the  painful  controversy  be- 
tween thb  North  and  the  South  upon  this  ques- 
tion is  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  this  House — 
a  controversy  that  shook  this  confederacy  to  its 
centre ;  yes,  sir,  a  controversy  that  threatened 
a  dissolution  of  tills  Union,  and  the  arrajing 
brother  ag^st  brother  in  deadly  and  mortu 
combat — an  event  that  every  trembling  patriot 
must  have  r^arded  as  tiie  raneral  knielfof  de- 
parting liberty. 

Hr,  PioxsKS  Biud  he  came  fhnn  a  Btate  which 
-voidd  be  afibeted  veir  Uttie  by  either  ratio  of 
distribution  that  might  be  adopted;  it  made 
very  littie  difference  to  South  Carolina  what 
ratio  of  distribution  might  be  established.  Her 
oombinad  representation  in  both  Hooeea  bears 
nearly  the  same  proportion  to  the  combined 
representation  of  all  the  States,  as  her  repre- 
sentation in  this  House  bears  to  the  whole  rep- 
resentation here.  Bat  he,  (Mr.  P.,)  if  he  gave 
any  opinion  on  the  subject,  was  bound  to  con- 
fess that  he  considered  tiiat  ratio  which  had 
i>een  adopted  last  year  a  more  just  and  equlta- 
ble  one  than  the  ratio  now  proposed  to  be  made 
hj  this  amendment,  acooiaing  to  the  represen- 
tatioa  on  this  floor  Horn,  It  ought  to  be 
bwne  in  ndnd  that  the  revenue  to  oe  ^^b- 
uted  did  not  accrue  from  direct  taxation;  on 
tiie  o<mtrary,  it  was  a  fund  principally  derived 
tnm  the  sale  at  lands.  Mr.  P.  did  not  conuder 
tiut  branohf  stiictiy  and  tedmioaUy  speaking, 
publio  revenue ;  at  least,  it  did  not  ansa  txm 
ttzotion,  because  those  wmsaa  who  had  paid 
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this  money  had  received  a  full  equivalent  for 
the  same ;  there  was  a  qii4d  pro  quo  on  both 
ndes ;  and  tills  was  not  taxation,  it  was  a  sale ; 
the  parties  therefore  from  whom  this  money 
was  derived  had  not  been  taxed.  He  (Mr.  P.) 
had  heard  it  urged  that  those  States  where 
public  lands  were  sold,  raised  immense  revenuei, 
as  if  it  were  a  burden ;  wher^  their  people 
had  received  a  ftall  consideration  for  all  the 
money  they  had  pud  into  the  Treasury.  This 
was  imp<n^t  to  be  con^dered.  Kow,  la  de- 
termining the  ratio  of  diBtribntiim  or  denodt  ai 
ftmds  tiius  derived,  it  would  be  diffiouU  to  fix 
any  ratio  exaotiy  equal.  But  he  (Mr.  P.)  was 
mf)st  willing — nay,  he  was  most  anxious — to 
adopt  that  ratio  which  came  nearest  to  strict 
justice ;  and  it  certainly  appeared  to  him  that 
the  ratio  based  upon  the  mere  ground  of  repre- 
sentation in  this  House  was  not  the  most  jnsti 
because  Ihe  fund  was  derived  not  from  direct 
taxation,  but  from  sales  of  public  lands  and 
imp<»ts.  According  to  the  most  generally  r»> 
ceived  doctrine,  (but  which  was  not  striotiy 
true,)  import  dnues  were  paid  accordins  to 
consumption,  and  consumption  was  according 
to  population.  la  this  pomt  of  view,  a  distri- 
bution aeefurding  to  representation  in  this  Knue 
would  exclude  two-flhhs  of  a  certaia  class  of 
our  population  in  a  certain  section  of  this 
Union,  and  would  not  do  justioe.  But,  further, 
it  was  well  known  that  in  certfdn  States  thera 
had  been  a  laise  increase  of  population  since  the 
last  census.  For  instance,  there  were  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Louisdana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Illi- 
nois, Indiana,  and  Michigan:  some  of  these 
States  had  doubled  their  population,  and  more 
justice  would  1>e  done  them  by  the  combined 
ratio  than  the  single.  The  ratio  of  both  Houses 
combined  would  approach  nearer  justice  than 
any  other  we  could  adopt 

The  frmds  raised  from  the  sale  (tf  public  lands 
were  striotW trust  fimda:  and  ti^  Government 
was  created  a  trustee  under  the  grants  of  tttfi- 
tory  ftom  Virginia,  North  Oarollna,  South  Ouv 
olina,  and  other  States,  wUch  were,  to  a  great 
extent,  limitations  on  -the  trust  poww.  The 
act  ceding  these  lands  is  in  these  words:  "That 
the  said  lands  shall  be  considered  as  a  common 
fond,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States  as  have  become  or  shall  become 
members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance 
of  said  States,  Yireinia  inclusive,  according  to 
their  usual  re^>ective  portions  of  .the  general 
ohai^  and  expenditure;  and  shall  be  faith- 
fully and  hotia  Jida  disposed  of  for  that  purpose, 
and  for  no- other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

Mr.  P.  then  maintainra  tliat  it  was  the  Aala- 
of  the  Government^  after  all  demands  against  it- 
were  satisfied,  to  deposit  the  surplus  remtiiiin& 
BO  that  the  States  should  receive  the  "  use  "  and 
*'  benefit,"  as  far  as  possible,  intended  those 
States  originally  ceding  the  lands.  He  con- 
tended that  it  was  not  only  sound  policy,  but 
our  duty.  The  question  as  to  a  deposit  of  th» 
surplus  revenue  was  one  between  the  safiB^ 
and  pn^riety  ox  State  oorporatioiu^  aeleoted  as. 
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deposit  banks,  and  the  States  themselves ;  and 
how  any  gentleman  conld  hesitate  between  the 
two  syet^ia,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive.  The 
one  system  save  as  the  unknown  and  danger- 
ons  power  of  banks^  the  other  the  faith  and  the 
Btalmity  of  the  Btates;  and,  whatever  benefit 
nnght  arise,  the  citizens  of  uie  States  coold  re- 
ceive it,  instead  of  corporations  with  exclusive 

^  Ib-.^^lLBaE,  of  Bhode  Island,  rose  and  said 
he  thooght  it  necessary  for  every  gentleman  to 
exerdse  a  littie  philoBopby  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. He  (iSi.  F.)  had  voted  generally  with 
the  honorable  gentieinan  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Vaiisebpoel,)  bnt  he  had  not  entered  into  col- 
lision with  any  one  in  the  vote  he  had  given. 
He  thoaght  it  did  not  come  with  ^od  grace 
from  New  York  to  oppose  this  bdl,  on  the 
ground  that  Bhode  lalaiia,  Delaware^  and  othw 
imall  States,  rec^Ted  s  small  tmmxm  more 
than  they  were  entitled  to.  He  confessed  it 
was  not,  perhaps,  pleasant  to  oome  from  a  small 
State;  nnr,  if  it  gained  a  little  bnt  once  in  a 
hnndrad  years,  there  was  no  end  to  the  re- 
poachA  made  on  that  account.  Ur.  P.  asked 
if  it  was  fur  and  liberal  in  New  York  not  to  be 
aatisfledl  New  York  might  be  called  the  mling 
city ;  tha%  they  generally  had  seven  or  eight 
miiOiona  on  hand,  of  which  they  were  always 
receiving  the  benefit,  and  yet  they  were  not 
satisfied.  And  yet  it  might  be  shown  that  New 
York  had  received  nearly  seven  millions  more 
thiuL  it  was  entiUed  to.  When  he  (Mr.  F.)  saw 
that  great  State  arrayed  to  deprive  the  small 
States  of  the  littie  whioh  they  rec^ved,  he  fdt 
hinudf  called  upon  to  lift  np  his  voice  against 
it  Ete  (M>.  F.)  had  voted  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Tenneesee^  (Ur. 
Koif)  beoanse  he  was  not  willing  to  record  the 
idea  that  there  would  be  s  aaruas  revenue  to 
^▼ide  among  the  States ;  he  <ud  not  wish  to 
siva  aa  axgnmeut  in  favor  of  a  bill  which  his 
MDorable  friend  from  New  York  (Mr.  Cxmbbs- 
LBHo)  had  called  a  free  trade  bill ;  he  did  not 
wish  to  see  that  bill  introduced  ^  bat,  if  there 
ehonld  be  a  snrplus  to  divide,  it  might  be  pro- 
vided for  by  a  bill  afterwards,  to  be  brought  in 
for  that  purpose ;  and  then,  in  snch  an  event, 
he  ^ould  go  upon  the  ground  that  it  ought  to 
be  divided  according  to  the  ratio  of  the  States, 
and  not  npon  the  r^in  ot  the  reiraentation  in 
the  House. 

ySr.  Dbrht,  in  rei^  to  the  observations  of 
Mr.  Vabdkkpokl,  observed  that  he  (Hr.  Van- 
iobfobl)  had  not  pointed  out  who  were  the 
tme  horse-leeches,  crying  "give,  give."  He 
contended  it  was  not  the  St^s  to  which  this 
appellation  ought  to  be  applied,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  the  banks.  They  had  the  money 
for  their  benefit ;  among  them  it  was  distrib- 
uted, and  the  countiy  cdled  upon  them  to  dis- 
gorge. They  were  the  true  leeches ;  they  held 
on ;  and  if  gentiemen  voted  in  the  views  of 
that  honorable  gentieman,  (Hr.  YAimsBPo^) 
they  would  still  be  permitted  to  hold  on.  we 
are  (said  Ifr.  D.)  in  poaseadoa  of  a  sorphu  which 


prBBBTABT,  1837. 

is  not  derived  from  revenue,  but  from  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands.  The  honorable  gentieman 
(Kr.  Yahdsbpok.)  alle^^  that  the  dtstribnticni 
of  thia  BuipluB  ammig  the  States  will  have  a 
most  ruinous  tendency ;  it  will  make  the  Union 
amwe  rope  of  sand.  Theae  he  (Ur.  D.)  thoaght 
extraordinary  aignments;  we  shaU  lire  over 
all  this ;  the  danger  which  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman tiireatens  is  not  to  be  apprehended; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  great  dang^  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended if  such  a  surplus  is  left  at  tiie  diad^ 
tion  of  the  Govermnent,  to  be  loaned  out  at  its 
pleasure  to  banks  in  every  section  of  the  coun- 
try, thus  enabling  the  Grovemment  to  exercise 
a  control  over  all  parts  of  the  Union,  of  an  ex- 
tent and  of  an  intensity  without  parallel  in  any 
country  in  the  world.  But  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Yahpsspoei,)  instead  of  going 
into  the  merits  of  the  ease,  and  pladng  thaaa 
things  in  their  tme  ii^it,  has  adopted  a  differ- 
ent course,  and  has  contented  himself  witii 
passing  in  review  the  diffiarent  votes  which  hava 
been  given  by  different  gentlemen  on  this  qne»> 
tion.  Why  is  this?  Why  has  he  not  ruhw 
discussed  the  real  merits  the  qnesti<m  ?  In- 
stead of  the  merits  of  the  ease,  he  has  broogfat 
into  the  field  the  feelings  of  gentiemen,  as  if  the 
better  to  operate  by  an  appeal  to  feelings  rather 
.than  to  argument.  He  (Mr.  YAimsitpoEL)  baa 
spoken  of  the  horse-leech,  and  has  diaracter- 
ized  by  this  appellation  his  own  constituents. 
Let  them  judge  for  themselves  how  far  they 
merit  the  .term.  To  him  it  appeared  New  York 
was  more  deserving  the  term  than  any  other 
section  cf  the  country ;  for,  out  of  twenty-two 
milUons  from  the  enstoms,  New  York  received 
thirteen  millions,  wMch  was  pdd  there ;  and 
who,  then,  he  i^oidd  ask,  was  the  horse-leeoh  I 
Mr.  BoBERTBOH  ssid  he  would  not  be  so  un- 
reasonable  as  to  detain  the  Honse  at  that  late 
hour.  He  rose  merely  to  make  his  acknowl- 
edgments to  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
QSi.  Yakdebpoel,)  who  had  so  kindly  under- 
taken to  represent  the  State  of  Yirginia.  The 
gentleman  had  only  followed  the  example  of 
the  State  from  whence  he  came,  in  taking  the 
old  Otonmonwealth  under  his  especial  protec- 
tion ;  and,  as  one  of  her  representatives,  (said 
Hr.  B.,)  I  feel  myself  bound,  with  all  due  hu- 
mility, to  acknowledge  the  &vor.  Those  wh<Hn 
she  has  confided  in  to  reivesent  her,  it  aeons, 
have  mistaken  her  interest  and  HuAr  own  dn^. 
Wo  have  been  outwitted,  the  gentleman  tells 
us;  gidled  by  a  Yankee  trick  into  the  support 
of  a  measure  which  will  fasten  upon  oar  oon- 
stituraits  the  present  ndnous  tariff  The  North- 
ern gentiemen  very  consistentiy  uigo  a  distri- 
bution of  the  surolns,  in  order  (says  the  gentie- 
man from  New  York)  to  prevent  tiie  success  of 
any  plan  for  reducing  the  revenue  and  dimin- 
islung  the  high  rate  of  duties ;  and  we  of  the 
South,  who  vote  with  them,  are  the  dupes  <^ 
their  superior  cunning.  Sir,  the  gentlemaa 
himself  is  entitied  to  great  credit  for  his  own 
wonderful  acuteness,  which  enables  him  so 
dearly  to  see  through  the  dewgns  of  these  xtrj 
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sagacious  poHUdans ;  and  it  is  kind  in  him  to 
apprise  us  of  oar  danger.  I  shonld  like  to  haye 
heard  bim  assign  the  reasons  'whj  Kew  York, 
some  jean  pBst^  bo  mnch  in  favor  of  distribnt- 
ing  the  sarpius,  is  now  so  decidedly  opposed  to 
it  The  true  reason  might  perhaps  be  fonnd  to 
be  that,  having  always  a  very  large  share  of  the 
public  funds,  she  gams  more  by  keeping  what 
she  has  than  by  coming  into  a  faSr  division. 
But,  without  attempting  to  account  for  the 
mbtivea  which  influence  others,  I  will  very 
frankly  tell  the  gentleman  the  reasons  that  in- 
duce me  to  vote  for  a  distribution.  Sir,  it  is 
with  no  Tiew,  as  he  would  indnuate,  d  keep- 
ing up  the  present  tari£^  bizt  with  a  view  to 
ooonteract  it.  bit  to  be  endured  that  tbegoi- 
tleman  from  Kew  York,  who  belongs  to  tiie 
dominant  majority — to  that  party  which  pro- 
fesses 80  strong  an  interest  foi;  the  South,  and 
so  much  hostility  to  this  tariff— should  taunt 
Southern  gentlemen  of  the  minority  with  a  de- 
sign to  co-operate  with  the  North  in  keeping 
it  np  f  If  he  and  his  party  are  sincere  in  tneir 
professions,  why  have  they,  who  wield  liie 
whole  power  of  legislation,  permitted  the  Sotlth 
so  long  to  beplundered  by  this  ui:\]ust  system  of 
taxation!  Why  suffer  it  to  oppress  us  for  a 
day,vwhen  they  have  the  power  at  any  moment 
to  repeal  it  ?  Why  has  the  scheme  (rf  reduc* 
tion  proposed  during  the  present  session  been 
permitted,  untU  this  late  aiqr,  to  alomber  upon 
tiie  table. 

Sir,  it  is  bocROSo  we  have  no  confidence  in 
their  professions  that  we  are  compelled  to  take 
the  only  means  left  us  for  redress,  by  restoring 
to  the  people  of  the  Soutli  what  this  democratic 
mf^ority  oontinaea  to  exact  firom  them.  It  is 
this  consideration — ^tfae  conviction  that  the  snr- 
plns  revenue,  whether  derived  from  the  sales  of 
the  public  property  or  from  the  operation  of  an 
oppressive  and  unconstitutional  tariff,  belongs 
to  the  people,  and  would  be  worse  than  wasted 
by  being  left  to  the  disposal  of  this  (Jovemment 
--that  mduoed  me  to  support  the  prraoritlon 
last  year  finr  diBtoibntim;  it  Upcm  the  same 
prinid|de^  until  the  mliog  party  shall  reduoe 
the  tuiff,  or  tiike  'scnne  efleotual  meHiod  toe 
Umithig  uie  revenues  to  the  Just  wants  the 
Government,  I  will  vote  for  a  distribution ;  I 
call  it  a  distribution,  because  in  truth  no  one 
expects  a  dollar  will  ever  be  called  for  by  tiiis 
Government.  Only  consider,  sir,  what'  would 
have  been  our  present  conditionl  had  the  act 
of  the  last  session  not  been  passea.  We  found 
in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  day  of  JannaiTr  last, 
an  unexpended  balance  of  about  fourteen  millions 
remaiuing  of  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  last  year ;  alwut  ux  millions  more  it 
is  thoog^t  rain^ned  nnezpended,  in  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  disburring  offlcere.  We  distrib- 
uted among  the  States  wout  thirty-seven  mU- 
lions,  making,  together,  about  fifty-seven  mil- 
lioDfi ;  add  to  this  the  estaipated  amount  of  re- 
oeipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  current 
Tear,  and  yon  would  have  had  an  aggrente 
mun  oi  niiMtj  or  qo»  hundred  milliona  of  cxAr 
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lars,  perhaps  even  more,  to  be  disposed  of  at 
&e  present  session.  What,  sir,  sbotud  we  have 
done  with  it?  We  appropriated,  last  year, 
about  twenty  millions  more  thiax  could  be  ex- 
pended. Should  we  have  been  called  upon  still 
to  increase  our  extravagant  and  enormous  ap- 
propriations to  accumulate  still  larger  balances  ? 
Yes,  sir ;  and  then  we  ^ould  have  applied  all 
that  could  not  be  wasted  in  useless  fortifica- 
tions, splendid  custom-houses,  h^h  salaries, 
and  corrupt  jobs  of  every  sort,  to  carry  on  an 
ui^ust  system  of  internal  improvements  in  the 
Northern  and  Western  8tat^  from  which  the 
Southern  people  would,  as  usud,  have  derived 
little  or  no  bm^t  Sir,  it  is  true,  as  the  gen- 
tleman fh)m  Kew  York  says,  the  people  or  the 
South  have  been  gnlled ;  they  have  been  gulled 
with  promises  of  retrenchment  long  enough, 
while  Bufibring  from  the  oppressive  exactions 
of  this  Government,  and  have  at  length,  I  trust, 
awakened  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  rights  and 
of  their  interest. 

Hr.  HoAB  proceeded  to  show  that  he  did  not 
advocate  taxation  for  the  sake  of  distribution ; 
that  man,  he  thouzht,  would  deserve  a  str^ht 
jacket,  who  would  think  of  such  a  thing ;  but 
he  viewed  this  money,  not  as  the  proceeds  of 
taxation,  for  it  came  from  the  sale  of  lands,  not 
from  taxes  of  any  kind  imposed  upon  the  peo- 
ple. Ur.  H.  eondnded  by  It^ying  down  this 
proposition :  that  ot  all  curses  which  can  be 
inflicted  upon  a  oountnr,  a  course  of  l^dation 
characterized  by  sudden  changes,  compelling 
the  citizens  frequently  to  change  their  pnrsnits 
and  employment,  is  uie  greatest  curae ;  this  he 
held  to  be  a  proposition  which  no  one  could 
deny.  The  reverse  of  this  is  the  side  of  the 
bread  on  which  the  batter  lies. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing 
to  the  unendment  t^Vr.  Habit,  and  dewted  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  Oaubbblihu  then  submitted  the  follow- 
ing proposition,  by  way  of  amendm^t  to  Kr. 
Bul's  amendmeDt,  which  he  said  he  woold 
do  wftiiout  one  word  of  ^bate : 

B«  U/krther  mcwtaJ;  Hiat  fftm  and  after  the  8tst 
of  December  next,  in  all  cases  wbore  duties  are  im- 
posed on  foreign  imports  by  Ae  act  of  the  Utfi  of 
July,  1882,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
several  acts  impoiriDg  dutiea  on  imports,"  or  by  any 
other  act,  vliicfa  shall  exceed  20  per  ooDtom  on 
the  value  thereof,  one-third  part  of  sneh  excees  shall 
be  deducted ;  Oom  and  after  the  80th  of  June,  1838, 
one-half  of  the  readue  of  such  excess  diall  be  de- 
ducted ;  and  on  the  80th  of  December,  1888,  the 
other  halTdiall  be  deducted ;  any  thing  in  the  act  itf 
the  2d  of  Mardi,  1S8S,  to^die  ocmtraiy  notirithstand- 

""^o.  S.  And  6t  it /Wtkcr  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  SOOi  Sq>teinber  next,  the  duty  on  salt  shall 
be,  and  tbe  same  is  her^,  rqwaled. 

Hr.  BsLi.  r^sed  the  ptdnt  of  order  whether 
SQoh  a  pnmorition,  being  of  a  <Ustinct  and  snb- 
atantire  onaraeter,  in  no  way  analogoas  either 
with  the  Ull  or  the  amendm«t,  oould  be 
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moved;  and,  also,  that  It  was  &e  same  as  a 
bill  already  before  the  House. 

The  Chaib  (temporarilj  oconpted  by  ICr. 
Bbioqb)  decided  against  tiie  point,  on  the 
grouod  that  the  amendiimkt  was  iwt  the  same 
aa  the  bill  in  question. 

Ur.  Caubbklbno  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  adoption  of  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Mkkcku  tlien  took  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  that  the  amendment  was 
in  order. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  appeal,  and 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  94,  nays  97. 

So  the  House  reversed  the  decidon  of  the 
Chair. 

The  qaestion  then  recurred  on  the  amend- 
ment, as  amended. 

The  quesUon  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
mint  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Keana, 
as  amended  by  Mr.  Bell,  and  decided  in  the 
a£Brmative — yeas  110,  nays  84. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Ur.  Pattoh  81^  he  desired  to  say  a  few 
words  before  the  question  was  taken,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  the  principles  of  the 
depofflt  act.  but  for  the  purpose  of  explaining 
distinctly  the  sronnds  of  the  vote  he  was  about 
to  pve,  and  which  might  perhaps  otherwise  be 
mlsnnderetood.  I  was  one  of  those,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, (said  1ST,  P.,)  who  ceaknidy  and  strenuously 
BQpported  the  bdU  of  the  laia  sesrion,  directing 
the  depodt  of  the  surplus  revenue  with  the 
States,  I  considered  it  and  intaidod  it  bona 
fide  as  a  deposit,  and  not  as  a  distribution ;  and 
in  that  point  of  view,  and  looking  to  the  actoal 
circumstances  in  which  we  were  placed,  I  then 
thought  it  a  most  salutary,  necessary,  and  cm- 
stituuon^  measure.  I  hare  seen  nothing  and 
heard  nothing  which  has  at  all  shaken  my  con- 
fldence  in  the  wisdom  of  that  law ;  concurring 
fully  in  the  denunciations  against  any  system 
of  rai^g  revalue  for  the  purpose  of  distribu- 
tion as  inexpedient,  ui^nst,  and  nnconstitntional, 
I  am  utterly  nnable  to  comprehend  the  force  or 
Instioe  of  the  effort  which  is  made  to  apply 
these  denundations  to  a  measure  which  pro- 
poses to  deport  wtth  the  States  that  revenue 
which  has  been  unnecessarily  tiiken  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  which  it  is  found  impos- 
sible to  ejqMDd,  even  by  the  most  liberal  appro- 

Sriations  of  every  kind,  and  which,  if  not  thus 
eposited,  must  remain  deposited  with  numer- 
ous banks,  and  the  benefit  of  this  common  prop- 
erty of  the  whole,  in  the  shape  of  interest,  dis- 
counts, &c,  be  employed  by  those  immediately 
interested  in  those  institutions,  instead  of  being 
placed  in  such  a  situation,  under  the  contrt^ 
of  the  Legislatures  of  each  State,  that  i3x&  ben- 
efits and  advantages  of  these  fonds,  unneces- 
sarily and.improperly  drawn  from  tike  people, 
be,  to  some  extent,  and  to  a  very  ocmsid- 
le  extent,  difihsed  among  those  from  whom 
it  was  improperly  taken.  ASl  the  dedunation 
which  has  been  written  and  spoken,  all  the 
appreheodona  which  have  been  expressed  as  to 
the  danger  of  CMntpting  the  peapLQ  and  the 
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States,  and  laying  them  prostrate  at  the  foot- 
stool of  this  Government,  are  bugbears  which 
do  not  frighten  me  in  the  least  I  have,  there- 
fore, no  mfBcuIty  whatevw  in  sustaining  the 
principle  of  the  depodt  act,  and  renewing  its 
provisions  for  the  disposition  of  a  surplus,  which 
accumulates  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  I  can 
make  to  repeal  or  modify  those  ui^ust  and  op- 
pressive laws  by  which  this  surplus  is  r^sed. 
It  is,  in  my  opinion,  titie  best  pcesible  disposi- 
tion that  can  be  made  of  such  a  surplas.  While 
these  are  my  opinions,  I  have  voted  against  the 
introduction  of  the  amendment  prmoeed  by  the 

ritieman  from  Tennessee  to  this  mU.  I  think 
an  inappropriate  place  for  the  law.  This  is 
a  biU  making  the  regular  and  ordinary  appro- 
priations for  the  completing  and  armament  of 
Our  fort^cations.  It  is  strictly  an  appropria- 
tion bill ;  and  the  practice  is  very  irreguar,  and 
will  be  productive  of  great  confusion  and  mis- 
chief in  our  legation,  if  subjects  so  incon- 
gruous, measures  so  various  and  inconsistent 
with  each  other,  shall  be  jumbled  ti^ther,  and 
especially  if  the  ordinary  and  annual  appropria- 
tion biUs  shall  be  made  the  basis  on  which  to 
pile  acta  of  orimnal  l^slation^  distinct  and  in- 
dependent of  the  annu^  provisions  for  satis^- 
ing  demands  created  by  past  and  jpermanent 
laws.  ■  This  is  one  reason  for  my  voting  against 
the  amendment  <^ered  by  the  gentleman  frmn 
Twneesee.   I  had  a  ftarther  olfJecUon:  the 

S resent  Oongresa  goes  ont  of  existence  in  a  few 
ajv;  b^bre  the  emergency  oontem{dated  by 
the  amendment  can  exist,  a  new  Congress  wiU 
have  assembled.  As  yet,  it  is  uncertain  whether 
there  will  be  any  surplus ;  and  it  will  be  time 
enough,  when  Congress  meets  here  next  De- 
cember, to  di^ose  of  the  surplus^  if  it  shall 
then  exist,  as  that  Ooneress  may  tiunk  right. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  and  decided  In  the  affirma- 
tive, 112  to  70,  as  followB : 

Tkas.— Xeasrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  He- 
man  Allen,  Anthony,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon, 
Borden,  Bonldin,  Briggs,  Bnncli,  Johit  Galboon, 
Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Qe(^o  Chamben,  John 
Obamben,  Ghilds,  Nathai^  H.  Clubome,  Claik, 
Ooniior,  Oonrin,  (^ane,  CuAiiw,  Dariiogtui,  Daw- 
son, Debeny,  Denny,  EbDore,  Evaaa,  Everett,  fcr- 
eater,  iVendi,  James  Gariand,  Graham,  Gruger, 
Graves,  Gniyson,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hud, 
Hardin,  Hailan,  Harper,  Samuel  &  Harrison,  Hazd- 
tine,  Henderson,  Heister,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hnnt,  Honts- 
mau,  Ihsersoll,  \Viinam  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson, 
Kilgore,  Lane,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
Lems,  Lincob,  Love,  Lyon,  Job  Mann,  Samson 
Uason,  Maury,  McCarty,  McGomas,  McEenoaii,  Mer- 
cer, Mon^omery,  Monia,  Faiker,  Fatten,  Dntee  J. 
Pearce,  James  A.  Fearoe,  Fearaon,  FetUgrew,  Fhelp^ 
niiDipB,  Pickens,  Fctts,  Seed,  Bendier,  John  Bey- 
ndds,  Robertson,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine 
H.  Sbepperd,  Oiields,  Slade,  Sloane,  ^jKagne,  Staur 
defer,  Steele,  Storer,  Sotberland,  Taliaforo,  Waddy 
ThompscKi,  Underwood,  Ylnton,  Waahington,  Whit^ 
Elisba  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  WbltUesey,  Lewla 
Williams,  Suaxoi  Williams,  Toiuw— llS. 

Natb.— Ibaan.  Ash,  Bnle,  &aa,  Beaomaai^ 
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Black,  Bodcee,  Bord,  Brown,  Banu,  Oambreleng, 
Ohanej,  Chapman,  John  P.  H.  Cl^bome,  Glereluid, 
Coles,  Cnmer,  Oushnuui,  Doobleday,  Dromsoole, 
Donl^t,  Fsbfldd,  Fry,  FuUer,  Oholscm,  Qillet,  Gnmt- 
faud,  Joeeph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegao,  Albert  G. 
Harrison,  HawkioB,  Bspxea,  Holt,  Ennlli^gton,  Jarns, 
Joseph  Johmon,  Gave  JiduiaoD,  EUogenonilli,  Lan- 
■ing,  LawlflF,  Oideon  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Lc^all, 
Lncas,  Abjjah  Uann,  MarUn,  William  Huon,  McKay, 
XcEim,  Moore,  Owens,  Parks,  Franklin  Reree,  Rnek- 
ner,  Joa^  Beynolda,  BoKwii  fidteodE,  Se  jmonr, 
SUun,  StUea,  Bouth,  T1uniia&  Jdm  Thomson, 
Tooeey,  TuriUf  Yaodcspoel,  Wanner,  Waidwdl, 
Ten— 7a 

So  the  bill  wms  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  lb.  OuiBKcuaet  the  bUl  (nav- 
ing  been  previonslj  engrossed)  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  ^u,  the  tdUe  (tf  ttte  bill 
was  so  amended  as  to  add  to  the  end  the  words 
"and  £w  other  pnrposei." 


MoxDAT,  Febroary-  27. 

CivU  and  Diphmatie  Appropriation  MU. 

The  committee  then  prooeeded  to  the  oon- 
rideration  of  this  bilL 

•  The  bill,  together  vitb  the  several  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  Oonmiittee  of 
Ways  and  Keani^  hftTing  heea  read — 

lb.  W.  TaoKPSOV  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
hj  tauerting: 

"  For  the  salary  sod  outfit  of  adlplomatio  agent, 
to  be  fbrUiwIlh  sent  to  ttte  independent  Gorenunent 
of  Texas,  thousand  dollars 

"  For  the  expenses  of  ranninc  a  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  independent  Qov- 

ersmemt    Texas,  thousand  dtdun;  each  line 

to  be  run  by  oonmuanoners  to  be  appointed  by  the 
United  States  and  the  republic  of  Texas." 

Mr.  T.  said  no  one  could  regret  more  than  he 
£d  the  vetT  limited  time  that  is  allowed  for 
this  disonadion.  I  sir,  (sud  Mr.  T.,)  am  In  no 
way  responsible  for  it.  My  fanit  haa  oertainly 
not  been  a  want  of  zeal  in  presdng  the  sabjeet 
npon  Oongress.  like  oonrse  of  thinos  for  the 
last  few  weeks  haa  been  eminepfiy  mtistrative 
and  charaoteristio.  Hie  whcde  time  of  the 
Honae  has  been  oocQpied  with  matters  <rfpnrel7 
a  personal  or  local  charaoter  in  a  minrabw 
seramble  far  qkoila.  in  which  all  parties  have 
equally  participatea  to  the  exdnaion  of  eveaj 
Uung  of  ceneral  importance.  The  qnestion  now 
before  tne  Honse  involves,  in  some  sort,  the 
destinies  of  a  yonng  repnbUo  jost  rising  into 
existenoe,  and  our  own  chaiacter  for  jostioe, 
eonristency,  and  a  fearless  discharge  of  our 
duties.  It  is  peonliarly  fitting  that  we  shotdd 
Introdnce  this  young  rister  into  tiie  great  &mily 
of  nations.  Why  has  it  been  so  long  postponed  ? 
Are  gentlemen  afhud  of  the  ai^mentV  Are 
they-  afraid  that  a  spontaneoos  burst  of  popnlar 
enthnsiasm  will  force  them  to  do  that  to  which 
the  odd,  selfish,  and  seotional  feelings  of  p(^- 
tidana  are  <^poBedT 


[H.  OP  R. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  said:  The  abstract 
right  of  this  Qovemment  to  reco^ize  the 
existence  and  independence  of  foreign  pow- 
ers is  not  denied.  Whether  the  ezerdse  of 
this  right,  in  any  particular  instance,  can  be 
TindiofUsd  as  Just  to  others,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  onr 
own  interest  and  honor,  is  another  and  very 
different  question.  It  is  also  admitted  to  be  the 
practice  of  nations,  foanded  in  the  necessity  of 
the  thing,  to  treat  with  the  Oovemment  de 
^leto,  established  in  a  country,  without  regard 
to  the  Qovemment  de  jure.  It  is  not  compe- 
tent to  other  powers  to  inquire  into  causes  of 
dispnte  between  the  belligu*ent  parties,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  which  is  in  the  right,  and  to 
grant  distingnishing  fiavon  to  the  one  or  the 
other,  according  to  uie  result  of  such  an  inquiry. 

Kon-intervewon  is  the  cherished  doctrine 
on  which  the  Qovemment  and  people  of  the 
United  States  have  hf  thoto  pactised,  as  evinced 
in  the  offlidnot  of  both  during  the  dvu  war  that 
raged  for  so  many  years  between  Bpun  and  her 
provinces  in  this  hemisphere. 

Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  annual  Message  to  Con- 
gress, in  1819,  speaking  of  the  insurrectionaTT 
ittm^e  of  the  Spanish  provinces  of  Soutu 
America,  aakd  that 

"  The  greatest  care  had  been  taken  to  enforce  the 
laws  intended  to  preserve  an  impartial  neutralitj. 
That  a  Tirtoous  people  may,  and  would,  ooofioe  them- 
aelves  within  the  limits  of  a  strict  nentmlity."  That 
**  it  was  of  the  his^iest  importance  to  our  national 
charaoter,  and  indi^MnsaUe  to  the  morality  of  our 
ddsens,  that  «n  vidations  of  our  neutrality  abonld  be 
prerented.  No  door  should  Iw  left  open  for  the  eva> 
sioQ  of  our  laws ;  no  oiqiortniUty  aflbrded  to  any, 
who  may  be  dispdsed  to  take  advantage  of  it,  toocHn- 
promit  the  interest  or  the  honor  of  the  natloa." 

And,  finally,  he  was  able  to  assure  Congress 
and  the  country  tliat,  notwithstanding  the  sen- 
sibility and  sympathy  which  were  naturally 
excited  by  such  a  contest — 

"  It  had  been  the  steady  purpose  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  prevent  that  feeling  leading  to  excess,  and 
that  it  was  very  gratifying  to  have  it  in  his  power  to 
state  that  so  strraig  had  been  the  sense,  throogfaoat 
the  whole  country,  of  iriwt  was  due  to  ti>e  cbanoter 
and  obUgatfons  of  the  natioD,  that  very  fbw  examples 
of  a  oonttaiy  Und  had  oeoBned." 

With  these  principles  for  my  guide,  I  pro- 
pose very  bri^y  to  examine  tha  Question, 
whether  it  is  the  dnty  of  the  United  States 
now  to  recognize  Texas  as  an  independent  na- 
tion. Before  the  people  of  Texas  can  rightfully 
invoke  the  interference  of  foreign  powers,  it 
must  be  proved,  not  only  that  they  are  in  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  attributes  of  a  sovereign 
and  independent  State,  but  also  that  thej  pos- 
sess the  moral  and  physical  ability  to  mamtain, 
within  their  limits,  the  sovereignty  they  have 
asserted.  Onr  iuformation  la  relation  to  the 
condition  of  Texas  is  doubtless  very  d^dent, 
both  in  its  extrat  and  precinon. 

The  little  we  have  is  principally  to  be  found 
in  the  report  of  lir.  Mcfffit,  aooompaiqring  the 
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PresideDt'B  ICeasage,  on  the  Bnbjeot  of  the  con- 
dition of  Texas,  coniniiinicated  to  Ooo^ess  on 
the-  22d  of  December  last.  According  to  Ur. 
Horfit,  the  popnlation  of  Texas  consists  of 
Anglo-Americans,  Hexican  natives,  aborigines, 
and  negroes;  the  whole  estimated  at  66,000 
sonls.  Of  these,  he  says,  there  are,  perhaps, 
80,000  Au^o-American  settlers  and  8,600  na- 
tive Mexicans  of  Spanish  descent.  After  stat- 
ing that  the  population,  oooaistiDg  of  emigraate 
frcnn  the  Umted  Statea,  in  said  to  he  not  less 
than  Sflj  thouHuid,  he  adds  that,  "if  I  were  to 
take  my  own  Judgment  exclusively  on  this  mat- 
ter, and  were  to  reason  as  to  what  I  have  not 
seen  by  that  which  I  have,  I  should  saj  the 
poptdation,  exclusive  of  Mexicans,  Indians,  and 
negroes,  has  never  exceeded  thirty  thousand." 

Suppose  this  estimate  of  that  -pairt  of  the  pop- 
nlation which  consists  of  Anglo-Americans  and 
Mexicans  to  be  an  approximation  to  Uie  truth, 
(and  there  are  many  reasons  for  believing  it 
exceeds  the,  ta^t,)  the  whole  amount  of  physical 
force  bel<Higing  to  the  nation  of  Texas,  excln- 
slve  of  Indians  and  negroes,  will  fall  consider- 
ably below  that  of  many  counties  in  the  State 
of  Ohio.  And  this  popmaticm,  small  and  feeble 
■8  it  is  in  the  aggre^te,  ia  not  permanent,  bat 
a  jxKTtioa  of  it  at  leut  retreats  at  the  approaoh 
of  dangeff  to  the  east  bask  <tf  the  Sabine. 

As  to  the  military  force,  we  learn  from  the 
same  report  that  it  connsta  of  an  army  of  about 
3,200  strong,  not  including  the  settlers  or  farm- 
ers, wbo  can  be  armed  on  any  emei^gency,  so  as 
to  augment  the  number  to  at  least  5,000  efficient 
men. 

The  naval  force  of  Texas  consists  of  four  small 
Teasels,  carrying  in  aH  twenty-nine  guns. 

The  internal  resources  of  the  province  appear 
to  be  wholly  inadequate  to  the  successful  resist- 
ance of  any  respectable  force  that  might  be 
emplc^edforitsnil^eotioQ.  It  relies  exclusively 
on  external  idd  for  the  means  of  supporting  the 
iodependenoe  it  has  declared.  Ho  net  can  be 
better  anthoiticated ;  it  is  o(mflrmed  aa  well  by 
the  report  to  which  reference  has  so  often  been 
made,  as  by  all  contemporaneous  history,  that 
the  army  of  Texas  is  recruited  frcnn  the  citizens 
of  this  Union — is  kept  in  the  field,  pud,  and 
sapplied  with  arms  and  providons,  by  contri- 
butions derived  from  the  same  quarter.  Mr. 
ICorfitsays: 

"  The  present  resources  of  Texas  are  principally 
derived  from  the  Bympathiea  (tf  their  nei^bora  and 
Mends  in  the  United  States,  and  by  loans  upon  the 
credit  of  the  State.  The  donations  &om  the  fonner 
quarter  have  been,  and  will  no  doubt  continue  to  be, 
very  liberal,  and  indeed  munificent  Several  indi- 
viduals, not  interested  in  the  success  of  the  country 
furtiier  than  their  general  attachment  to  the  cause  ^ 
independence  and -that  of  their  old  omiipataiots,  have 
unoetentatioualy  presented  $5,000,  wmle  numbers 
luve  contributed  $1,000  eadi,  and  small  aasodations 
in  the  dilTerMit  States  have  thrown  in  their  aid,  nntil 
ttie  aggr^ate  has  swelled  to  a  laige  amount  I  have 
been  surprised,"  he  says,  in  ooncludon,  "  to  find  that 
Texas  baa  carried  tn  a  suooesifol  war  thus  fhr,  vUh 


so  little  embarnssment  to  her  own  citizens  or  her 
treasury;  and  perfaqte  It  is  the  flret  instanoe  hi  the 
history  of  nadoBS  where  a  State  has  suat^ed  itself 
mm  and  means  draws  wholly  from  a  distaooe." 

If  this  hasty  review  of  the  ocm^tion  of  Texas 
has  not  resulted  in  demonstrating  her  ino^oci^ 
to  maint^  an  independent  Government,  it  baa 
incontestably  established  another  fact  deeply 
affecting  the  character  of  this  country,  nunely, 
that  the  ability  of  Texas  to  maintain  her  sep- 
arate existence  and  sovereignty  has  beoi,  and 
BtiU  continues  to  be,  derived  exolurively  from 
the  means  fttmiahed  by  the  people  of  the  united 
States,  In  direct  violation  of  their  nenird  obli- 
gations ;  consequentiy,  ehould  the  United  States 
retnm  to  the  neutral  attitude  from  which  (bey 
have  so  widely  departed,  and  strictiy  enforoe 
the  laws  intended  to  preserve  our  neutral  char- 
acter, the  Government  of  Mexico  would  soon 
be  restored  in  the  province  of  Texas. 

Whether  the  latter  event  ought  to  be  deidred 
by  the  friends  of  constitutional  law  and  liberty 
anywh^  is  a  question  that  does  not  and  can- 
not pro^rly  enter  into  our  omuderation  in  tiila 
discussion. 

Bnppos^  therefore^  the  Texiuu'  should  con- 
tinue to  receive  assistance  in  men  and  mon^ 
drawn  from  the  United  States,  and  ahonld  m 
fhrther  sustained  by  the  co-operation  of  our 
array  advanced  into  the  heart  of  their  coun- 
try ;  and  sapposCj  upon  this  hypothena,  tiieir 
ability  to  muntam  their  indep^dence,  when 
thus  sustained,  should  be  adimtted,  still  there 
are  considerations  aridng  ont  of  so  peculiar  a 
state  things  t^at  ou^t  to  deter  us  from  the 
indiscretion  of  a  precipitate  acknowledgment 
of  their  independence.  If  their  independence 
has  been  the  result  of  the  counsels,  or  has  been 
achieved,  and  thus  far  maintained,  by  the  peo- 
ile  of  the  United  States ;  if  our  citizens  cccnpose 
ler  armies,  and  have  otnnmaud  of  the  military 
and  naval  foroes  of  the  ooontiy ;  if  they  are 
found  in  possesion  of  oU-  the  ant  iMom  (tf  tiw 
Govemmoit,  from  the  Chief  Executive  down- 
wards, can  we  hope  to  escape  the  reproaches 
of  other  nations,  and  of  impartial  posteri^,  if 
we  make  haste  to  recognize  a  atate  of  tmnga 
that  we  have  ^otorionaly  oontribi^  so  la^e]/ 
to  mx>duoe. 

What  would  the  act  of  recognition,  under 
such  circumstanoes,  be  but  an  acknowledgmoitt 
not  so  much  of  the  ability  Texas,  as  our  own 
ability,  and  determination  too,  to  m^ntain  her 
indepMidenco  at  every  hazard?  Would  not 
such  conduct  expose  us,  whether  Justly  or  not, 
to  the  dbvm  of  agisting  in  the  dianember> 
ment  of  a  friendly  power,  for  ttie  unworthy 
purpose  oS  easing  on  one  of  its  ^rest  vmv' 
inoeat  Can  we^  condstmtly  with  natiimal 
honor,  after  tiding  the  cause  <^  rebellion  in  a 
neighlwriog  republic,  be  the  first  to  recognize 
the  Government  establi^ed  by  the  insureenta? 
I  concur  most  cordially  in  the  views  and 
ions  expressed  by  the  President,  in  his  Mesaago 
of  the  29d  of  December  last,  on  the  subject  of 
the  condition  of  Texas,  m  relation  to  .th« 
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Mndnot  proper  tor  thU  GoTeimaeot  to  observe 
in  the  oonteat  pending  betweoi  Hexko  and 
Ttaua,  he  Mys  that 

"  It  becomcfl  tu  to  bemie  of  ft  too  eariy  moraacnt, 
as  h  mi^t  sufageot  uB,  however  nnjoiUy,  to  the  im- 
patfttioa  of  eeeking  to  eBtablish  the  d^m  of  our 
oeighbon  to  a  territory,  with  a  new  to  its  aobae- 
mtmt  ftoquisitioit  by  oanelvea.  Prudenoe,  there- 
ure,  ieetna  to  dictate  that  we  should  stand  aloof  and 
-"'"tfi^'i  our  present  attitude,  if  not  Mexico 
ftself^  or  one  of  the  great  foreign  powers,  shall  recog- 
luze  the  independence  of  the  new  Govemment,  at 
least  vmUl  the  lapse  of  time  or  the  course  of  events 
shall  have  proved,  beyond  cavil  or  dispute,  the  ability 
of  the  people  of  that  conntty  to  mahitain  Uieir  sep- 
arate sovereignty,  and  to  uphold  the  Goreniment 
constituted  by  them." 

Hr.  Chairman,  we  are  called  on,  not  only  by 
the  amendment  tmder  consideration,  but  by 
the  nevspaper  press  in  different  qoarters  of  the 
Union,  to  yield  a  speedy  recognition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas.  For  what  parpose  is  the 
prompt  acknowledgment  of  her  GoTemment 
demanded  ?  Kot,  certalnlyf  becanse  site  dedi«8 
to  enjoy  that  independence^  the  recognition  of 
whit^  she  solicits ;  not  that  she  derirea  to  pos- 
sess the  rank,  privil^es,  and  immnnltlea,  that 
belong  to  a  free  and  soverdgn  member  of  the 
great  family  of  nations;  no,  her  ol^eot,  dis- 
tinotly  avowed,  is  far  more  hnmble  and  oefit- 
tins  her  feeble  cwdition.  It  la,  that  she  may 
make  a  surrender  of  her  independence,  goTem- 
ment,  territory  and  all,  to  the  United  States, 
on  condition  of  annexation  and  reception  into 
the  Union ! 

The  first  elections  under  the  oonstitntion  of 
Texas  were  held  last  antmnn.  ^  JSx.  Iforfit  re- 
ports that 

The  voters  at  the  different  polls  were  required  to 
state  whether  they  were  *  in  favor  <^  annexiDg  Texas 
to  the  United  States ; '  and  the  req>onsa  urough 
eveiy  mvsicipaUty  has  been  wholly  in  the  afBimative. 
He  saya  that  gntt  onaniid^  prerailed  on  the  Impor- 
tant  pirint  of  *  secHng  admisuon  into  the  Uidonof 
the  United  States  of  the  North.*  Ho  also  disotoses 
the  very  important  addiUonal  fact,  that  '  the  terms 
upon  which  they  desire  'to  become  an  integrant  of 
that  Union  have  been  discussed  in  the  cabinet,  and 
have  aheady  been,  or  will  be,  made  the  heads  of  in- 
structioaa  for  the  conduct  of  their  representative  near 
the  Qovemment  of  Washington.'  ■* 

A  fact  so  extraordinary  has  not  escaped  the 
notice  of  the  £xecative^  who  aays,  in  the  Ues- 
sage  already  referred  to,  that  the  people  of 
Texas  have,  since  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
"onenlr  resolved,  on  the  acknowledgment  by 
ns  of  uieir  indepoidence,  to  seek  for  admlsdon 
into  the  Union  as  erne  of  the  Federal  States. 
This  last  dronmstance  la  one  of  peculiar  deli- 
cacy, and  forces  upon  us  considerationB  oi  the 
gravest  oharaoter." 

It  anieara,  tiien,  that  the  Government  of 
Texas  is  i^nltaneonaly  nrg^g  its  pretendons 
to  reoc^nition,  and  treating  for  annexation  to 
the  United  Btetwi  and  the  former  seems  to  be 
made  mbanrlent  to  the  latter.   Indeed,  the 
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evidence,  to  my  understanding,  is  irre^ible, 
diat  a  separate  independent  existence  never 
was,  at  any  time,  an  object  of  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  people  and  authorities  of  Texas.  From 
Mr.  Uorfit*8  report  we  leam  tihat,  in  September, 
1885,  General  Cos  invaded  the  province  of 
Texas,  and  that  '*  a  battle  ensued,  which  ter< 
minated  in  the  retreat  of  the  Hexicans.  He 
says  the  Texians  assert  tiiat  this  resistance  was 
not  because  they  even  then  wished  to  separate 
from  the  confederacy ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
because  they  were  desirous  to  bring  back  the 
Government  to  the  terms  of  the  oonstitntion 
of  1824."  If  It  he  trae,  as  they  allege,  that  as 
late  as  September,  1886,  they  took  up  arms 
"  in  defence  o£  the  constitution,"  I  can  only  s^ 
that,  in  the  brief  interval  of  a  little  more  than 
one  month, 

"A  «hatig«  eam«  o'«t  tbe  spirit  of  their  droam," 

and  their  intentions  underwent  a  revolution 
equally  sudden  and  extraordinary ;  for,  in  the 
month  of  November  following,  they  held  a  con- 
vention at  San  Felipe,  and  formed  a  provisional 
Government,  and  there  made  a  declaration 
which  "  was  considered  as  an  absolnte  separa- 
tion from  Kexioo." 

This  proceeding  in  Novonher,  1886,  was 
speedily  followed  Dv  the  eonventimi  of  the  2d 
of  March,  18S6,  which  in  due  form  "declared 
Texas  a  free,  sovereign,  and  independ^t  State." 

If  a  redress  of  gnevanoes,  or  tiie  defence  of 
the  Mexican  constitution,  and  not  separation, 
had  been  the  object  of  the  Texians,  they  would 
have  tried  petition  and  remonstrance,  before 
resorting  to  arms — the  last  remedy  of  the  op- 
pressed. The  Anglo- Americana  of  Texas  could 
have  found,  in  tbe  conduct  of  their  ancestors, 
when  colonists  of  Great  Britfun,  an  example  ox 
patience  and  forbearance  worthy  of  their  unite* 
tion.  The  people  of  the  old  thirteen  States 
while  tbey  were  subject  to  the  domini(Hi  of  the 
mother  oonntry,  employed  more  than  ten  years 
in  petitioning  the  Kmg,  Parliament,  and  people 
of  Great  Britun,  before  they  finally  resolved 
on  having  recourse  to  arms  for  the  defence  ctf 
their  liberties.  And  then  they  did  not  strike 
for  independence ;  for  it  was  more  than  a  year  ■ 
after  the  first  blood  was  ^Ut  in  the  revolntioa- 
ary  oonfiict,  before  they  made  a  deelaratioa  of 
independence. 

If  the  object  of  procnringonr  ackowled^ent 
of  the  new  Government  of  Texas  be  to  facilitate 
the  design  of  her  incorporation  into  this  Union, 
(and  that  she  seeks  this  connection  we  well 
know,  from  her  own  solemn  acts  and  avowals,) 
how  can  those  who  are  opposed  to  such  a 
measore  give  OuSt  assent  to  any  course  of  pro- 
ceeding that  leads  directly  to  ita  aooomphflh- 
mentt 

Sir,  I  ahall  not  permit  myself  to  be  drawn 
into  the  disooadon  of  any  question  to  which  a 
direct  proportion  to  annex  Texas  to  the  United 
States  might  very  properly  give  rise.  In  rela- 
tion to  that  momentous  subject  I  will  now  only 
say  that  aofilcifint  for  the  day  is  tiie  evil  there<^ 
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and  tb&t,  in  mj  judgment,  evil  will  be  the  daj 
when  tliat  qaestioo  Bhull  come  to  be  Berioofily 
entertained  hj  the  comicils  of  this  nation.  I 
have  noticed  it  now  becaase  it  naturaUy  con- 
neots  itself  with  the  proposition  before  na,  in 
the  aspect  in  which  I  have  been  considering  it. 
The  fnends  annexation  are  consistent  in  vot- 
ing for  recognition ;  bat  those  who  are  opposed 
to  the  fiomer,  and  who  bdieve,  as  I  do,  that  it 
is  the  end,  uid  tilie  latter  llie  means,  cannot 
oonsigtently  give  their  support  to  the  present 
movement.  If  no  other  objection  existed  to 
the  recf^nitlon  of  Texas,  I  regard  this  as  de- 
dsive,  tm  she  can  give  satisfactory  evidence  of 
her  deidre  to  have  independence  far  tiie  sake 
of  independence,  and  not  that  she  may  barter 
it  awi^.   But,  sir,  other  objections  do  exist. 

Mexico  is  our  neighbor,  with  whom  we  main- 
tain diplomatic  and  oonimeroial  relations,  and 
have  a  treaty  which  secures,  as  far  as  treaty 
stipulations  can  do,  an  inviolable  friendship  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  Are  we  not  bound,  by 
every  ocmrideration  of  national  comity  and 
pH^ted  fHfmdship,  to  confer  trith  Hexioo  be- 
ibre  we  prooeed  to  reoogoixa  the  independence 
of  one  <xt  her  rerolted  provinoesf  For  many 
years,  and  until  wtthin  a  few  weeks  past,  we 
have  had  a  minister  rendent  in  Mexico.  I  nn- 
drartand  he  has  had  no  conference  or  oorre- 
qxHidencQ  whatever  with  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  the  (nvU  war  in  Texas ; 
nor  have  we  in  any  other  manner  given  any 
intimation  of  our  intention  to  acknowledge  the 
separate  existence  of  that  province.  On  that 
sabjeot  we  have  m^ntalned  an  ominous  silence 
towards  Mexico ;  yet  presuming,  I  fear,  on  her 
inability  to  resent  the  affiant,  we  are  aboat  to 
intrude  ourselves  into  her  afiiidrs.  It  is  true 
Mexico  is  torn  by  internal  dissensicms,  her 
treasury  is  exhausted,  her  army  matinona,  her 
1»e<^e  disoontented  and  nai  by  Action ;  but 
Iter  weakness  cannot  release  ns  from  the  obliga- 
tions imposed  by  onr  neubvl  character,  nor 
from  the  duty  of  practising  towards  her  that 
courtesy  whidi  is  due  from  one  Moidly  power 
to  another.  Her  misfortunos  ought  rather  to 
inspire  her  more  prosperous  and  powerful  neigh- 
bors with  sentiments  of  forbearance  and  respect 
for  her  feelings  in  the  hour  of  her  adversity. 
To  take  advantage  of  her  distresses  wonld  ill 
become  the  character  of  a  magnanimous  nation. 
We  might  at  least  ask  Mexico  whether  she  still 
intoids  to  persist  in  the  attempt  to  reduce  t^e 
Texians  to  obedience,  and,  perhaps,  conld  sug- 
gest some  method  by  which  a  reconraliatitra 
might  be  effected,  oonastentiy  with  the  honor 
and  interest  of  bmh.  parties.  Such  a  course  of 
cooduct  would  be  entir^  req>eotfU  and  oon- 
dliatory,  and  it  has  the  additional  recommenda^ 
tion  of  being  in  strict  accordance  with  the  for- 
mer practice  of  this  Grovemment  in  similar 
circamstanoes.  Bo  cautious,  not  to  say  tardy, 
was  this  Government  in  its  movements  towards 
a  recognition  of  tiie  Spanish  colonies  in  South 
America,  that  as  late  as  the  year  1821  the  pe- 
riod had  not  then  arrived,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
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Executive,  for  the  interference  of  this  Govern- 
ment ;  for  altiiough  the  Presi^t,  In  his  Me»* 
eagG  of  that  year,  had  declared  '*  it  had  long 
been  manifest  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
Spain  to  reduce  these  colonies  by  force,  and 
equally  so  that  no  o<Miditioa  shrat  of  their  inde- 
pend«ioe  would  be  satiafiustory  to  them,"  yet 
he  proposed  nothing  further  in  their  favor  than 
to  urge  upon  the  Govemment  of  Spain  the  jus- 
tice and  policy  of  her  immediate  recognition  <tf 
th^  incupradenoe. 

Mr.  Hvmsiun  took  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  Ohur  as  follows: 

I  live  in  a  section  of  the  country  convenient 
to  Texas,  where  the  intercourse  l^tween  us  is 
quite  frequent ;  where  our  communications  are 
uninterrupted ;  where  many  of  the  friends, 
relatives,  and  connections  <^  my  constituents 
have  located  themselves ;  and  I  daim  the  rif^t 
to  know  something  of  the  nature  and  character 
of  the  whole  controversy.  As  time  is  precious, 
I  will  run  rapidly  over  the  mMn  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  t^is  matter,  with  the  hope  thaL  when 
tfie  House  shall  be  put  in  fkill  posaesuon  uifireo^ 
neither  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas,  nw  a  samry  and  outfit  for  a  min- 
ister, wUl  be  withheld  from  that  country.  An- 
tecedent to  the  establishment  of  the  imperial 
Government  under  Iturbide,  in  May,  1822,  and 
while  these  colonies  were  stnu^ing  for  inde- 
pendence from  the  yoke  of  okT  Spdn,  many 
Americans  engaged  m  the  Mexican  service,  to 
^d  and  assist  in  achieving  that  independ^oe 
for  the  South  American  provinces,  which  was 
achieved.  For  these  services  the  new  Govern- 
ment had  nothing  to  give,  but  promised  those 
enterprising  Amerionns  bounties  in  land. 
Amongst  others  of  that  day  (who  fought  in  the 
Mexican  wars)  of  my  acquaintance,  there  is  on* 
deserving  of  particular  mention ;  I  mean  Col- 
onel Beuben  Boss,  of  Tennessee.  I  believe  h« 
was  a  native  of  Yira^nia.  He  had  a  eotait8l*B 
command  in  the  Mexican  serrice,  and  wnt 
through  many  hard-foo^t  battles  witii  the 
royal  forces,  and  upim  one  memoraUe  occasion, 
when  he  was  in  command  in  an  ei^agement, 
the  various  evolutions  which  are  frequent  in 
batUes  brought  him  in  contact  with  the  com- 
mander of  the  royal  forces,  both  on  horseback. 
The  intrepid  and  gallant  Boss,  whose  soul  burnt 
high  with  patriotisn  and  noble  daring,  attacked 
the  Daa  in  single  combat.  The  Spaniard  &11, 
and  Ross  lost  a  finger.  The  Government  of 
Mexico  awarded  him  a  large  body  of  land  in. 
Texas.  He  was  my  constituent :  he  lived  tiiea 
in  a  ditfai<^  I  had  the  honor  of  rmrescoitiBg  in 
the  Senate  of  Tennessee.  After  the  indmoidr 
ence  of  the  country  was  established,  and  the 
antiioiity  of  old  Spain  had  ceased,  Colonel  Rosa 
procured  his  grants  for  the  lands,  and  upon  his 
return  home  ne  was  treacherously  murdered, 
with  most  of  his  company,  in  the  Mexioan  do- 
minions, by  those  same  Spaniards  whom  he  had 
BO  long  and  so  nobly  fought  to  make  free,  I 
mention  this  fact  to  show  that  many  of  the 
Americans  fought  fat  the  Mextoua  then,  as 
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Ten  as  they  have  foo^t  fin-  the  Tuiaiw  rinoe 

— ^that  these  lands  were  dearly  bought.  I 
coold,  if  time  would  permit)  cite  manr  daring 
deeds  of  valor  perfonaed  by  Boss  and  others, 
which  eqnal  the  battle  of  Jadnto,  the  Alamo, 
or  any  other,  against  the  armies  of  old  Bp^n. 
I  contend  that  the  Mezicaa  Government  has 
less  reason  to  complain  of  an  Interference  by 
Tolanteers  from  the  United  States^  and  of  the 

Eropriety  of  our  acknowledgment  of  the  Tezian 
idependence,  than  any  people  npon  the  face 
<){  we  Gsrih.  It  was  pre<»»Edy  what  she  im- 
plored of  onr  citizens  in  her  oontest  with  old 
Sptun.  Bhe  sought  tiie  aid  ctf  onr  dtizens  to 
light  her  battles.  She  BOQght  oar  jmnpatfaiee 
and  OUT  prayers  for  her  meoesB.  She  soaght 
an  aoknowled^ent  of  her  independence,  while 
the  royal  armies  were  yet  in  some  portions  of 
tiie  country,  and  in  possession  of  some  of  the 
strongest  forts.  She  obt^ed  it  all.  And,  pre- 
snppodng  that  every  word  of  complaint  which 
has  been  so  dolefolly  nttered  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Ohio  and  HassachusettSj  in  regm*d  to  onr 
enterprising  yonng  men  seekmg  service  in  the 
armies  of  Texas,  is  tme,  it  is  no  more  than  was 
solicited,  accepted,  and  sanctioned  with  great 
Joy  by,the  Uexicaos,  npon  precisely  a  rimilar 
occaotni,' between  them  and  old  BpeSa.  Hex- 
loo  was  eztremdy  willing  to  reotive  the  TcAan- 
t8ry^<tf onrentaprishignientiien:  bnt,like 
the  Uwyer*B  ox  that  wps  gored  by  the  biill  of 
flie  fiuiner.  It  ^tera  the  etee  now. 

Bat  to  proceed  with  the  history :  Revolntion 
succeeded  revolntion  in  the  South  American 

Srovinces  and  Spanish  Korth  America.  In 
[ay,  1823,  Qeneral  Kurblde,  by  fiuud,  force, 
and  the  a^stance  of  the  Oatholio  priesthood, 
(who  are  in  all  countries  more  opposed  to  re- 
publican government  and  the  libnty  of  man 
than  any  other  sect,)  established  an  imperial 
Government,  and  was  chosen  Emperor.  The 
example  of  our  Government,  which  lay  con- 
flgaouB,  and  the  germa  of  Hber^  which  began 
to  sprout  from  an  impoifeot  kiunrledge  of  onr 
SostitationB,  and  an  Interndxtmre  with  a  few  of 
onr  men  in  their  annies,  In  a  diort  time  pro- 
dnoed  another  revolution.  Itnrbide  was  de- 
flironed,  a  sentence  of  banishment  was  passed 
upon  tdm:  he  went  into  edie,  retume^  was 
taken  captive,  and  shot  Victoria  was  eleoted 
by  the  people :  a  republican  constitution  was 
formed,  modelled  in  most  of  its  leading  prin- 
dpies  in  imitation  of  that  of  the  ITiuted  States; 
notwit^standinf;  this,  he  had  to  encounter  dvil 
wars,  conspiracies,  treasons,  and  rebelUons,  dnr^ 
ing  all  his  admidstration.  Pedrazza,  deoted 
successor  to  Victoria,  was  in  a  short  time  de- 
posed by  Guerrero,  who  in  his  tarn  was  de- 
posed by  Bustamente,  and  at  length  he  was 
dep<Med  and  driven  into  exile  by  the  modem 
Kapoleon  of  the  South,  Santa  Anna,  who  had 
waded  through  seas  of  blood,  and  mountains  of 
carnage,  and  the  perfidy  <^  the  priesthood,  to 
empire.  He  abolished  the  Congress  of  the  re- 
pnblio  by  a  military  decree,  oi^gimized  a  tribunal 
composed  of  his  own  oreatorea  in  its  place, 


merdj  to  register  his  deq>otio  decrees.  Ha 
abolluied  theloosl  le^slatnres,  established  mil- 
itoiy  and  arbitrary  tribunals  in  their  place, 
aboushed  t^e  bial  by  jiOT,  and  settled  down  in 
a  oomplete  despotism  of  the  worst  kind,  because 
it  was  a  military  one.  To  this  prostration  of 
the  constitution  that  he  had  sworn  and  fo^^t 
to  support,  the  overthrowing  of  a  government 
of  liberty  and  laws,  the  abolishment  of  the 
trial  by  Jnry,  and  the  establishment  of  a  mil- 
itary despotism,  the  people  of  Texas  ol^ected. 
There  was  much  of  that  Anglo- Saiwi  blood, 
descended  from  that  immiwtal  und  of  Enallah- 
men  who  took  thdr  hmor  in  tme  hana  and 
their  sword  In  the  othn*,  and  obtained  woffM 
ehiaim  frmn  ^ng  John. 

Santa  Anna  being  enraged  at  the  thought  of 
resistance  to  his  decrees  from  a  few  thoosand 
Texians,  when  he  had  fooght  and  wMiquered 
through  millions  until  the  imperial  diadem  was 
ready  to  be  placed  npon  his  nead,  swore  utter 
extem^nation  from  the  feoe  of  .the  earth  of  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Texas,  and  particularly  d  the 
North  American  or  An^o-Saxon  race,  not  even 
sparing  the  women  and  children.  With  this 
view  he  started  for  Texas  at  the  bead  of  his 
hosts,  to  exeonte  his  infernal  purpose.  But, 
JSr.  Ghaiiman,  it  beecmies  necessary  for  me  to 
leave  him  upon  the  road  to  Texas,  and  return  to 
that  gallant  peopl^  fiv  the  purpose  (tf  Iningtog 
up  tbeir  history  from  where  l  left  It,  in  the 
bands  of  the  gallant  Boss,  before  the  estabUah- 
ment  of  the  empire,  under  Itnrbide.  It  will  bo 
held  in  remembrance  tliat  Boss  and  others  re- 
ceived grants  for  their  services,  performed 
against  the  royal  forces  of  old  Spain,  before  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  Texast 
During  idl  the  civil  wars  uid  oonvnlmons,  con- 
spiracles  and  rebellions,  that  took  ^aoe  in  the 
Mexican  republic,  from  the  establishment  of 
their  federu  constitution,  in  1834,  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  inviting  foreigners  frran  every 
oonntry  to  go  and  aettie  in  Texas,  and  carry  aa 
mainr  flunlliee  as  posdble;  every  inducement 
was  held  ont  to  invite  emigratkottiiither;  larga 
bounties  of  land  were  offered  for  this  purpose. 
The  reason  fiv  this  vroeeediQg  was  obnona 
Being  torn  to  pieoes  by  dvil  and  eentral  revt^ 
lotions,  which  succeeded  eaoh  other  in  rapid 
snccession,  their  finances  were  exhausted,  thdr 
armies  were  wasting  away  in  dvil  wars,  their 
ooQvalnons  were  so  qui^  and  terrible  that 
tbey  could  not  spare  either  men  or  money  to 
defend  the  frontiers  agiunst  the  habitual  attacks 
of  the  Oamanche  and  other  hostile  Indian 
tribes.  Such  a  scourge  liad  those  Indians  be- 
come to  the  frontier  setUemmts  and  to  Texa^ 
that  they  at  pleasure  overran  the  Spanish  towns 
and  TiUajgea,  took  the  inhabitanto  into  c^tivity, 
and  made  servants  of  them.  In  other  instances 
these  hordes  of  barbarians  wodd  take  posses- 
si(m  fh6  fitmtier  towns,  oonipel  the  inhab- 
itants, who  were  la^  owncro  d  stock,  to  go 
and  drive  up  their  own  hOTses,  mules,  and  cat- 
tle, until  these  Indians  would  select  all  the 
most  vahiable  d  Hum,  and  drive  them  ofi^  after 
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eommi^ng  acts  of  rapine  and  murder  of  the 
meet  atrociooa  oharaeCer  npoa  the  InhaUtanti, 
and  no  help  oonld  be  reoetved  from  ttw  Got- 
wnment  of  Mexico. 

These  enormities  were  repeated  year  after 
year,  and  no  prospect  of  iMtter  things  was  in 
anticipation.  To  stop  those  lawless  excursions 
of  plunder,  murder,  and  rohbery,  to  heat  back 
those  ferocious  barbarians,  and  protect  the 
Spanish  citizena  who  were  the  annoal  victims 
of  rapine  and  Ti(dence,  the  Meidcan  Oovem- 
ment  adopted  the  only  practicable  mode  at 
affording  that  relief  that  she  had  la  her  power 
to  render.  It  was  to  make  lai^ge  grants  of  land 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  would 
either'  pay  money  at  a  stipulated  price  into 
their  empty  coffers,  or  who  would  settle  down 
with  one,  two,  three,  or  four  hundred  families, 
upon  those  lands,  and  defend  the  country  from 
the  savage  inroads. 

I  personally  knew  of  some  oompaniea  who 
were  organized  in  Tennessee.  They  elected 
th«r  representadves,  sent  them  to  the  city  of 
U^oo,  publicly  and  notoriously,  without  any 
gnile,  frmd,  or  drotmiTention,  to  negotiate  this 
DO^MM.  I  wiU  nemtion  the  names  <tf  Uuree 
of  these  npresentstiTee  ambaaaadors,  who 
we  demtohed  upon  tlda  misdkn ;  Oolonel 
Andrew  Erwin,  who  had  bem  for  a  number 
of  years  a  member  of  the  TXotQi  Carolina  and 
also  Tenneasee  Legislatures,  and  a  gentleman  of 
considerable  talents  and  experience,  together 
with  Doctor  Douriass  and  Colcmel  John  D.  Uar- 
tin,  a  lawyer  of  high  standing.  They  went,  as 
well  as  the  representatives  from  other  com- 
panies, to  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  renu^ned 
some  months  upon  the  bu^ess  of  this  mission. 

After  a  fall  examination  of  the  constitution 
of  1824^  establiBhing  a  Federal  Government, 
with  fall  guarantees  for  the  perfect  eqjoyment 
of  lifbf  Ubuty,  and  jprcmerty,  and  a  toltfation 
of  ibdr  reli^on,  and  otner  r^ta  and  immuni- 
ties rinUlar  to  our  own,  a  number  of  purchaaea 
were  made,  mostly  for  the  consideration  of 
obtahdng  aettlers  iip<m  those  lands.  Grants 
vera  Issued.  The  srantees  iHrocwed  settlers, 
and  emigrated  to  the  oountry.  Immediately, 
upon  these  events,  the  savage  roamed  no  longer 
in  hostile  array  over  the  phuns  of  Texas.  They 
were  beat  back  into  their  own  boundaries. 
The  tomahawk  and  soalping-knife  re«ted  from 
their  labors.  The  Bpaidara  aat  down  under 
his  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  and  enjoyed  his  prop- 
erty and  the  fruits  of  nis  industry  in  peace. 
The  Anglo-Saxon  blood  which  had  ^  into  the 
coontry  was  a  P<^rfeot  guarantee  agamst  lawless 
dqtredation.  The  settlers  Aunished  th^  own 
gnni^  thfli^  own  proTiiDoii%  thdr  own  ammoni- 
non :  the  Ibxioui  GoTemment  did  not  evm 
Itamuh  so  much  as  ime  flint  to  aid  in  this 
mattor. 

But  the  frontier  settlements  were  secured, 
when  Bustamente  undertook  to  overthrow  the 
liberties  his  country,  in  one  of  the  many 
ICezican  revolutions,  Santa  Anna  declared 
Umself  tibe  ohamf^  of  the  ocuutttDUon  oi 
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1824,  the  defender  of  the  Federal  Govemmeut. 
He  had  previous  to  that  defeated  the  last  mad 
expedition  that  had  been  sent  out  by  old  Spun 
to  sat|}ugate  the  South  American  provinces. 
He  became  the  h^  of  Tampico.  The  patriots 
of  Mexico  looked  to  him  to  put  down  the  tyrant 
Bustamente,  The  Texiaus  hoisted  his  fl^ — it 
was  considered  then  the  fla«  of  liberty — they 
took  two  forts  with  their  rifles,  and  left  Santa 
Anna  to  operate  in  the  centre,  without  having 
a  foe  in  their  oountry.  He  did  operate;  he 
deposed  Bustam^ite,  But,  to  the  great  nunti- 
floation  and  disappointment  of  all  the  friends 
of  UbOTty  throu^ont  the  worlds  he  (^t.  into 
power  under  pretence  of  patriotism,  and  in^ant- 
ly  overturned  the  constilption  of  his  country. 
He  started  to  rivet  the  ciiains  despotism  by 
abolishing  government,  and  substituting  a 
military  one,  in  the  manner  I  before  related. 
He  came.  The  splendid  defence  of  Colonel 
Fanning,  in  destroying  nine  hundred  of  Santa 
Anna's  men  with  less  than  half  that  numbe^ 
and  placing  hen  de  combat  several  hundreds  oi 
others,  wiU  live  immortal  in  story ;  and  not* 
withstanding  tiie  warrior  and  his  brave  little 
band  have  sunk  into  the  tomb  by  the  blackest 
treachery,  instead  of  the  force  at  the  Spaniard's 
prowess,  yet  ues  unborn  will  drop  a  tear 
admiration  ana  sympathy  upon  the  tombs  of 
those  immolated  heroea,  as  they  pass  the  foted 
spot. 

Next  in  order  is  the  Alamo,  where  the  brave 
and  gallant  Crockett,  with  his  one  hundred  and 
fifty  compeers,  headed  by  himself  and  Colonel 
Travis,  made  a  defence  wainfit  five-and-tweuty 
hundred  Mexicans,  which  would  do  honor  to 
any  general  In  any  age.  And  although  they 
fell,  &ey  fell  like  va&  strong  man  of  olu :  they 
pulled  down  the  pillars  of  Santa  Anna's  strength 
with  them;  for  that  immortal  little  band  de- 
stroyed fourteen  hundred  of  the  enemies  of 
liberty,  and  shed  a  lustre  of  inunortality  around 
their  names  which  will  seonre  than  the  bri^t- 
est  page  in  history.  Their  heroic  dee^  wiU  be 
told  in  poetry  and  song  to  generations  yet  un- 
born, and  the  blood  that  was  shed  at  the  Alamo 
will  geuCTate  millions  of  men,  to  fight  the  battles 
of  ^edom  throughout  the  worldl 

A  brilliant  feat  is  yet  to  follow.  Housttm. 
and  his  army  were  alive,  and  the  God  of  battles 
was  with  them.  The  battle  of  San  Jacinto  soon 
followed,  which  serfed  the  tyrant'sfate,  redeem- 
ing a  oountry  from  bondage,  and  proved  to  the 
world  that  tyranny  and  oppresdon  cannot  pre- 
via against  ^at  indomitable  Anglo-Saxon  spirit 
which  is  now  pervading  the  whole  earth. 

What  I  have  said,  Mr.  Ohahman,  has  been 
for  the  ear  of  those  vho  have  Utonght  leu,  and 
perhuM  examined  lets,  uprai  the  sa1gect<tf  Texas 
than  I  have.  Many  have  gone  from  my  district, 
and  settled  in  ttiat  country;  some  (tf  them  have 
laid  down  their  lives  in  battling  fw  their  rights : 
others  have  relations  yet  remaining,  who  feel 
intensely  for  those  who  have  ^ne  there.  This 
question  must  and  will  be  disposed  of  at  this 
sesdon  in  some  wsiy.  We  cannot  expect  to 
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satisfy  all ;  it  is  needless  to  wait  for  that  If 
we  were  to  wait  until  tiw  mondng  of  the  resor- 
rection,  manj  here  wonld  not  Tote  iat  the 
recognition.  Otiier  and  &r  diffteent  motires 
than  the  altoaticai  of  tiie  o(»itending  parties 
will  govern  the  action  of  a  pcnrtion  of  this 
House.  There  are  some  who  feel  somewhat 
aristoraratical  hy  nature,  and  have  no  right  good 
will  for  repnbUcan  forms  of  gorermnent  any 
how ;  there  are  others  in  the  North  and  East 
who  think  that  an  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States  might  probably  follow  a  recog- 
nition of  her  independence,  and  that  f  be  balance 
of  power  wonld  be  thrown  in  that  direction ; 
others  are  fearftal  It  will  be  a  daTeholding 
oonutry.  We  may  as  well  meet  the  qnesUon 
at  once ;  it  has  to  be  met,  and  that  shorOj. 
No  <Hie  ean  posdbfy^  Boi^KMa  tiiat  Uexioo  can 
erer  reassert  her  power  in  Texasu  If  I  were 
permitted  to  nse  the  language  oi  the  heathen 
mythologlflts,  I  Bhodd  s^  that  an  assemUy  o£ 
the  gods  had  congregated  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  taking  into  oonrideration  the  wrongs 
and  oppresaioDs  inflicted  npon  Texas,  and  that 
A  decree  had  been  registered  in  high  bearen 
that  Texas  shall  heneeforHi  be  free,  aormagn, 
and  independent 


WEDmsDAT,  Haroh  1. 

l>^08it  Santa — Secretary  the  I^reamrjf — 
£euben  M.  Whitney — S^ort  ^  Iwwti- 
gating  Cimmittee. 

Mr.  Gaslakd^  of  Virginia,  from  a  tii^oritT 
of  the  Select  Oommittee  appointed  on  the  4th 
day  of  January  last,  to  inquire  whether  the 
several  banks  employed  for  the  deposit  of  public 
money  have  employed  an  agenl^  to  reside  at 
the  seat  of  Goremment,  to  transact  their  bu^- 
ncss  at  the  Treasury  Department;  ^so,  the 
character  of  such  business ;  the  compensation 
received  by  sud  agent ;  whether  employed  at 
the  request  or  through  the  procurement  of  the 
Treasury  Department ;  whetiier  he  receives  com- 
pensation from  the  Treasury  Department, 
reported  therecm  at  length,  oanolnding  wiOi  the 
foUowing  readutions : 

1.  Reaolved,  (u  the  opinion  of  this  committee,) 
That  the  Hvenu  batiks  employed  for  the  depc^t  of 
the  pvblio  money  have  not  ill,  or  any  of  them,  by 
joint  or  sevenl  contract,  emjdoyed  an  ageot,  to  re- 
side at  the  seat  of  Oovenment,  to  transact  their  bus- 
inesB  with  the  Treasmy  DeparUnent 

8.  RfBolvedy  (as  the  of^on  fif  this  committee,) 
That  DO  agent  for  the  tranBRction  of  bnrineas  between 
lite  depodt  baidca  and  the  Treasaiy  Department  has 
been  empJoyed  at  the  nqoest  or  throng  the  pro- 
enrement  of  asid  Departanent 

S.  RetoltKtt,  (as  the  ofrinlon  of  this-  committee,) 
That  the  buaiiwas  of  the  depont  banks  irith  the 
Treasary  Department  is  not  condncted  through  any 
agent,  but  ia  transacted  directly  with  the  Secre- 
tuy  of  the  Treasury  or  srane  offion  of  the  Depart- 
ment 

4.  lietolved,  (aa  the  o^nioo  of  this  committee,) 
Jhak  no  agent  hi  any  wqr  comected  vitfi  tiiepA- 
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Uo  depodtB,  rinoe  the  removal  of  said  depfwits  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  has  received  any  com- 
penaation  from  the  Treasury  Deportment 

B.  .Resolved,  (u  the  opinion  of  this  committee,) 
That  aeveral  of  the  deposit  banks  have  employed 
an  agent,  to  reside  at  tfie  seat  of  Government,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  and  tranamitting  informa- 
tion affecting  the  intercMa  of  said  banks,  both  from 
the  Treasury  Departnwnt  mi  other  sources,  and 
tnmsmitdns  poblio  doonmenta;  that  agent  Is  Reu- 
ben IL  Whitney,  who  recdvea  such  sawy  from  said 
banks  «b  they  annually  devn  Ua  serrioeB  worth. 

Whioh  said  resolutioni  lie  np<m  the  Speaker'a 

table. 

Mr.  Fktton,  from  the  same  committee,  sub- 
mittedf  at  Imgtb,  the  views  cS  the  nuncwi^, 
aoonnpaaied  by  a  resolution  that  the  same, 
with  we  aooomiMi^ing  documents,  be  inserted 
in  the  Journal  of  the  Housej  as  containing  the 
views  of  the  minority  of  tins  committee ;  and 
moved  that  the  report  of  the  minority  of  sud 
committee  be  committed  to  the  Oommittee  of 
the  whole  Honse  on  the  state  of  the  tTnion, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  biU  prohibiting  in 
future^  under  sufficient  penalties,  the  communi- 
cation of  secret  intelligence,  by  the  Secretary 
of  tiie  Treamry^,  for  the  b^efit  of  the  deposit 
or  any  other  iMnks,  which  ooncems  all  banka 
alilte. 

FiauU  TtotivabU  for  Landt  and  GnUm-homt 

Ur.  FATToir  moved  a'saspendon  tiie  rofos 
fbr  the  puipoee  of  taking  up  the  Senate*s  bill 
desi^iating  and  limiting  the  funds  receivable 
for  the  revenue  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  agreed  to — ^yeas  116,  nays  28. 

This  bill  had  been  reported  back  to  tha 
House,  witii  the  fidlowing  amendment: 

"And  ft«  it*yWrfA«r  eiMtfted;  That  nopaitttf  tUe 
aet  dial!  be  conatnied  aa  repealii^  any  existing  law 
reUtive  to  the  collection  of  uie  revenue  from  cnstoma 
or  public  lands  in  the  Ic^  curreacy,  or  as  substitut- 
ing bank  notes  of  any  dMCiiption  as  a  lawflol  correnoy 
fw  cobi,  as  provided  in  the  Coutitntion  the  ITnitea 
States ;  nor  to  deprive  the  Sectetaiy  of  the  Treasury 
ol  the  power  to  direct  the  ooUeotws  at  reeetnra  w 
the  ptn)Iio  .revenue,  wbettwr  derived  fiom  duties, 
taxes,  debts,  or  aales  of  the  public  lauds,  not  to  re- 
ceive in  payment,  for  any  sum  due  to  the  Umted 
States,  the  notes  of  any  bank  or  banks  which  ttie  said 
Secretary  m^  have  reason  to  believe  unworthy  of 
credit,  or  which  be  apprehends  may  be  compelled  to 
suspend  specie  pi^enta." 

Mr.  Cahbbblbno  add  that,  at  any  other 
period  of  the  session  than  the  present  mi^t 
have  addressed  some  remarks  to  the  House  on 
this  Buljeot,  but  he  would  now  forbear.  The 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  a  misconstruction  of  the  act,  and 
securing  the  public  revenue  from  serious  frauds, 
had  brought  forward  this  amendment  It  was, 
however,  for  the  Honse  to  adopt  or  reject  it, 
as  they  thought  proper;  but  he  hcmed  those 
gentiemen  who  were  so  solidtons  about  this 
bill  wondd  grant  him  tha  priirikge  of  reeording 
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his  vote  rxpoa  the  amendment.  ICr.  0.  then 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
Ordered. 

Hr.  Lawbknob  sdd  he  would'  not  oocnpy  the 
attention  of  the  House  more  than  a  moment. 
The  amendment,  he  apprehended,  was  new  to 
most  of  the  members  upon  this  floor.  He  had 
examined  it  carefoUj,  and  he  believed  that  the 
effect  of  it,  if  it  passed,  would  be  to  legalize 
powers  that  were  claimed  and  exerdsed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  were  before, 
to  say  the  least,  very  doubtful.  Its  effect 
Toold  be  to  destroy  the  bill,  to  nentnlize  and 
to  nullify  every  valuable  proTidon  in  It  He 
itated  this  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  West; 
for,  if  he'onderstood  the  amendmrat,  its  effect, 
if  carried  out,  would  be  the  same  as  the  Treaa- 
nry  order,  viz :  to  bring  the  whole  country,  in 
the  re^OQ  of  the  land  offices,  down  to  a  specie 
basis;  to  drive  from  dronlation  every  oanic 
note,  which  would  be  converted  into  specie,  is- 
sued by  the  banks  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
land  offices ;  and,  in  place  of  their  own  paper, 
have  in  circulation  the  notes  of  distant  banks 
— those  of  Pennsylvama,  New  York,  and  New 
Siwland. 

He  did  not  nve  his  assent  to  all  tlie  pro- 
visions  of  this  biU ;  it  was  not  one  which  he 
would  have  offered,  nor  was  it  the  best  bill 
that  could  have  been  presented  and  matured. 
He  took  this  occasion  to  say  that  he  deemed 
the  whole  system  of  ban^g,  the  whole  finan- 
cial operations  of  the  Qovemment,  so  far  as  the 
currency  was  oonoemed,  as  in  a  distracted  con- 
dition, and  such  as  ^d  not  meet  his  concar- 
rence.  He  bdieved  it  was  a  system  which, 
sooner  or  later,  wonld  inflict,  must  inflict,  on 
the  country  a  calamity  which  now  was  prob- 
ably little  anticipated.  He  believed  that  the 
correnoy  of  this  wide-extended  country  never 
oonld  be  properly  regulated  without  some  great 
central  controlling  power  over  the  State  bankB. 
But  be  would  not  now  go  ftirther  into  the  sub- 
ject, becaasa  he  knew  that  the  ^e  of  the 
Honw  was  too  valuable,  at  Hiia  period  of  tlie 
aeadon,  to  be  ocoopied  by  him. 

J£x.  Uabv,  of  Sew  York,  said  gaiflcanem 
looked  npon  this  bill  aa  a  repeal  of  uie  Tnaa- 
xaj  order.  This  was  not  so ;  because  at  last  it 
}ab  the  matter  with  the  Becietary  of  the  Treas- 
nzy;-  and  he  ventured  to  say,  if  the  bill  was 
now  paased,  the  spede  order  would  not  be  re- 
pealed. It  did  not  require  the  Beotetarj  of  the 
Treasnry  to  receive  the  notes  of  spede-paying 
banks  for  the  public  revenue,  but  left  it  discre- 
tionary with  mm  to  do  so  or  not  Tbe  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Oonunittee  of  Ways  and 
Heans  merely  declared  th%  effect  of  the  pro- 
Timons  of  the  constltation,  which  were  i^ra- 
monnt  to  all  tbe  laws  which  ooold  be  passed  on 
the  sabject.  If  the  bill  went  to  legalize  the 
notes  of  any  basks  in  payment  for  tbe  public 
revenue,  be  vODtared  to  assart  that  it  wonld 
reodve  bnt  fow  votes  in  Oat  Honse. 

3Cr.  JtMBOKB  mado  some  raoarin  in  c^iposl- 
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tion  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
UuTH,)  and  in  oppoution  to  the  amendment, 

Ur.  BouLDin  merely  rose  to  say  that  he 
should  vote  on  the  various  bills,  propositions, 
and  amendments,  relating  to  the  cnrrency  and 
money  in  which  the  pablic  does  were  collected, 
as  it  might  seem  best,  or  rather,  least  mis- 
ohievouB,  By  these  votes  he  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  to  mean  that  any  remedy  conld 
be  found  for  tbe  evil  proposed  to  be  cored  or 
affected — pretended  to  be  dcEdgned  by  these 
measures  to  be  cured.  He  meant  the  evil  ari»* 
ing  out  of  having  in,  or  passing  through,  the 
Treasnry  of  the  United  States  such  vast  soms 
of  money  as  are,  and  have  been,  and  probably 
will  be  for  some  time. 

He  said  he  did  not  mean  to.  advocate  distri- 
bution, tariff  breach  of  constitntion,  consolidac 
tion ;  nothing  like  it  All  this  tlii^  is  done. 
The  mon^  has  been  raised  almost  at.tbe  point 
of  tbe  bayonet,  or  rather  the  snms  that  paid  off 
onr  debts,  and  left  this  balance  under  protect* 
ing  duties ;  against  which  he  had  labored  all 
he  could,  and  all  in  vain.  What  should  be  done 
with  them?  He  knew  they  corrupted  the 
people's  agents,  in  the  States  as  well  as  here. 
Those  agents  are  neither  better  ncr  worse  than 
they  are  here.  This  is  the  reason  that  we  can- 
not find  out  and  agree  upon  what  shall  be  done 
with  the  mon^.  They  that  have  it  there,  as 
well  as  th^  that  have  it  here,  do  not  wish  to 
part  wiUi  it. 

Kr.  Pattob  sopi>orted  the  bill,  and  opposed 
the  amendment,  which  he  insisted  went  to 
nullify  tibe  bOL 

Hr.  SuTirKRiaim,  remarking  that  the  Honse 
and  the  nation  well  understood  the  whole  sub- 
ject demanded  the  previous  question. 

Hr.  Ga-lbeaith  inquired  if  tne  previous  ques- 
tiott  would  cut  off  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Ohaib  replied  that  such  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  success  of  that  motion. 

The  House  seconded  the  demand  for  tbe  pre- 
vious auesdon— yeas  83,  nays  66. 

So  tiie  Honse  orHana  the  main  question  to 
be  now  pot 

Ifr.  HcOabtt  adced  for  the  yeas  and  nays  <m 
the  main  question;  which  wwe  ordood,  and 
were— yeas  118,  nftys  69,  as  follows : 

Tkas.— -Hessrs.  AdaID^  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Au- 
tbony,  Bailey,  Beale,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden, 
Bonldin,  Bovee,  Brij^  Badiansn,  Bundi,  J.  Cal- 
hoon,  W.  B.  Calboun,  Compbdl,  Garter,  Casey,  0. 
Cban^>erB,  J.  Chambere,  Ghapman,  Chetwood,  C^ds, 
K.  H.  Claibome,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Claifc,  Gonnoiv 
Goniin,  Onfe,  Crane,  Cnuy,  Onalifaig,  Damon,  Den- 
ny, Ehnore,  Evans,  Everett,  Fowler,  French,  J.  Oar- 
ImuI,  R.  Gniand,  Obolson,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Grayson,  Grranell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Haanegan, 
Harian,  Harper,  S.  8.  Hamson,  Hawkins,  Haynce, 
Hazeldne,  Henderson,  Hetster,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntsman, 
^Rivsoll,  r^ig^w",  W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer  J. 
W7  Jones,  KUgore,  Lane,  I^wler,  Lawrence,  lay,  G. 
Lee,  L.  Lea,  £ewl8,  linoidn,  Love,  Lucas,  Lyon,  J. 
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XanB,  Martin,  S.  Mason,  Mturj,  May,  McGartj,  Mo- 
Conma,  UcEennaii,  McEim,  Uercer,  MiUigan,  mod(- 
somfliT',  Mormi,  Morrb,  Muhlenbwg,  Owens,  Par> 
Eer,  FtttoD,  D.  JT.  Fearce,  J.  A.  Puroe,  Fwrion, 
Pettigiew,  Phelps,  PhUUpa,  TUkeoB,  ilnctawT,  Potts, 
Reed,  Rencher,  ioha  BajocMb,  lUdbardaon,  Robert- 
son, Sdwndc,  W.  B.  Shemtd,  A.  R.  Bheppeid, 
fifaieldB,  Blade,  Slotne,  Spui^er,  Spr^e,  Standefer, 
Steele,  Stoier,  Sotherland,  lUiafeno,  W.  ThMoeon, 
Tnnw,  UtadOTOod,  Tinhm,  Wagener,  Waahiogtoa, 
Webster,  White,  ElUu  WUtOeaey,  L.  Williaini,  a 
WilUun,  Telt-148. 

K^Ti.— Messrs.  Afih,  Barton,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns,  Cambreleng, 
Chuiey,  C^^>m,  Coles,  Cushman,  Doubleday,  Brom- 

file,  Efiiep,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  F17,  Fuller  Galbralth, 
Hdl,  Earner,  Eardln,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hswes,  Holt, 
Huntington,  Jarrls,  C.  Jtdinson,  R  Jones,  Lansing, 
J.  Lee,  lie^iard,  Logan,  Loyall,  A.  Uann,  W.  Ma- 
son, H.  HawHi,  M<£^,  MeKe<m,  MoLeiM,  Page, 
FlN^Di,  F..  Kenw^  Joaobh  Reyndds,  Bogeta,  Sey- 
numr,  Shinu,  Siddei,  mi\h,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J. 
numaon,  TtaciUl,  Tanderpod,  Wanl,  WardweU-49. 

80  the  bin  WM  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  was  then  road  a  third  time  and  passed, 
(after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Habdih,  explan- 
atory of  hia  reasons  for  voting  against  the 
biU.)» 


THDB8DAT,  Uaroh  fl. 
Ltve^ffaiiM  Separti. 
On  motifffi  of  Ur.  QabUind,  the  report  of 


TWi  WW.  flinagli  rinnhif  IrrrfhffffTiintiT  hj  m  lirflr  ■  ntti 
did  Mt  bMOBS  law,  niiHliiliig  unalgnttd  by  the  Praaldent 
on  aoMimt  of  tbe  unoniBlufy  of  itn  porldoiu,  aft«r  onuat- 
tetion  with  the  Attoniey-OeMral,  (B«n}Amin  F.  Bntler, 
Saq.,)  M  expUlMd  lo  tlw  IbDowii^  dvdantkm  comnwuil- 
eoted  by  the  PrMldant  to  Oongnn,  and  fllad  In  tlw  Depart- 
ment of  Stats 

JteoMM  ^  Prtaidenl  Jadttomfir  not  acting  dffinilive^  on 
tAe  bat  eniitled  "  Jn  aet  ifignating  and  limiting  the 
/und»  receivable  for  the  rtvenuee    the  United  State*." 

The  bUl  tnm  Oia  Senate,  enttUed  "  An  eet  deriguttH  and 
Uniltlnc  the  Audi  reeelrable  fl>T  the  revennee  01 the  United 
States,"  eame  to  my  hands  yesterday,  at  two  o'clock  r.  x. 
On  peinalnE  It,  I  fbnnd  Its  prorlsiona  so  oomplez  and  aneeT> 
tain,  that  loeemed  It  necMsary  to  t^talo  the  opiidon  of  the 
Attaney>0«nera]  of  the  United  States  on  seTeral  important 

SnesUona,  tonohlng  Its  Mnstrocdon  and  elbeLbeltore  I  eonld 
edde  on  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  It  The  Athmtey- 
eeneral  took  up  tiie  niljwt  Immedlatdy,  and  Us  reply  was 
reported  to  ma  this  day  at  flve  o'eloek  f.  ic  As  this  inBeer, 
after  a  canM  and  laboitoas  examination  the  bill,  and  a 
dladnet  expression  of  his  opinion  on  the  points  proposed  to 
Um,  still  came  to  the  eoncltulon  that  the  eonstmetlon  of  the 
bin,  should  It  become  a  hw,  mnild  b*  yet  a  suUect  of  mnch 
perplexity  and  doubt,  (a  view  of  the  bill  entirely  oolnddent 
with  mr  «wn,)  and  as  I  eauuot  think  It  proper.  In  a  matter 
of  sudi  Intetest  and  of  such  constant  ^>pncatloiL  to  q>proTe 
a  bin  so  liable  lo  direrslly  of  loterpretsuoils,  and  more  espo> 
dally  as  t  hare  not  had  timo,  amid  the  duties  constantly 
BTMalBg  on  me,  to  give  the  subject  that  deliberate  eonsldeni- 
tioB  whleh  Its  ImpMlanoe  demsnda,  I  am  oonatralnod  to  re- 
tain tho  bill,  without  acting  deflnttlvely  therein ;  and  to  the 
end  that  my  reasons  for  this  step  may  be  fblly  understood 
I  abatl  eanae  this  pwer,  with  the  opinion  of  tbe  Attorney 
General,  and  the  bill  in  question,  to  be  deposited  In  the  De- 
partment of  State.  Ufasnlngtoa,  Usrdi  8, 1B8T,  one-quarter 
lieftre  twelve  r.  k. 

ANDBEW  JAOKflOH. 
2fou.—Tbi»  8d  of  MiRh  was  ttie  last  day  of  General  Jack- 
son's presldenUal  servlee ;  and,  as  he  held  that  the  day  ended 
at  Bidntgbt,  ha  took  «an  to  do  tUa  laat  «Aelal  aet  betes 
tta  aatptaaHon  of  Oa  4v«     to  ptHKW  the  nUnes  flf  tt. 


[a  or  B. 

the  minority  of  the  Select  Committee  of  which 
he  is  chairman,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Hr.  Gablahd  moved  to  print  fi,000  extra 
copies  of  the  'two  reports,  wtUumt  the  mU 
dence. 

The  Honse  having  agreed  to  confer  th« 
motion  at  this  time, 

Mr.  Hawib  moved  to  amend  this  motion  by 
ftdding  6,000  copies  of  tbe  report  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  West  Point  Aoadraiqr. 
Agreed  to— yeaa  6^  naya  48.  « 

ForHfieaUon  Bill— Deposit  Clauae. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain 
fortifioations  for  the  year  1887,  and  for  other 
parposes,  had  been  returned  from  the  Senate 
with  an  amendment,  striking  ont  that  portion 
of  tlie  bill  which  provides  that  the  money  which 
may  remain  in  the  Treasnry  of  the  United 
States  oa  the  1st  ti  JanaaiV  next^  reaerving 
five  ndllions  of  ddlara,  shall  be  deporited  wit£ 
the  aeratd  States,  aocwdlng  to  certain  pro- 
visions of  the  act  to  regulate  the  public  de- 
posits, passed  Jnne  SS,  1886 ;  and  the  qaestion 
was  on  ooncorring  with  the  Senate  in  their 
amendment. 

Mr.  Bxu.  sdd  he  wonid  make  bat  a  remark 
or  two  upon  t^e  motion  which  he  proposed  to 
make  in  relation  to  the  amendmrat  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Honse  had  incorporated  the  danse  for  a 
distribntion  of  any  surplns  which  might  be  in 
the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  among  the 
SttU»8^  into  the  fortification  bill,  by  a  large  and 
deoimve  minority.  The  Senate  amended  the 
bill  by  stritung  out  this  most  important  pro- 
vision ;  and  tfau  Honse,  iQion  a  reoim^eranrai 
i3i  the  snljeat  reaffirmed  their  first  deoisdon, 
and  diswreed  10  the  amendment  of  the  Senate^ 
by  a  mtyority  equally  dednve,  and  one  which, 
under  the  oircmnstanees,  I  might  say  was  ova- 
whelming.  The  Senate  has  thought  proper, 
nevertheleas,  to  insist  upon  its  amendment; 
and  tbe  question  is  now  presented,  whether  we 
lAall  recede  from  the  ground  we  have  taken,  or 
firmly  adhere  to  a  measnre  which  we  believe 
to  be  of  vital  interest.  The  question  is  one  of 
the  first  magnitude,  of  the  greatest  importance, 
and  connected  directly  with  the  permanent  in- 
twest  and  welfare  of  the  whole  country.  W« 
have  now  to  decdde  whether  this,  lite  popular 
brandh  ctf  tbe.Katloaal  L^^slatare— whether 
we,  tlie  representativea  ci  the  people^  to  whom 
the  o(niatita1ioa  has  intmsteo,  in  im  emedal 
manner,  the  gnardianshlp  and  the  duty  of  pre- 
serving the  public  treasure — shall  soirender  up 
our  trust,  abandon  oar  own  vievra  of  public 
dufy,  and  conform  to  the  wishes  and  will  of  the 
Senate.  A  principle  of  deep  interest  is  thus 
involved  in  uds  question,  besides  that  of  mere 
expediency  in  relation  to  the  particular  measure 
under  consideration.  Can  any  one  doubt  the 
line  of  duty  thus  plainly  marked  out  to  nsf 
Are  we  not  bonna  in  justice  to  ourselves,  in 
jaslico  to  the  craistitatioa  and  to  the  best  in* 
tereata  <tf  the  country,  firmlj-  to  acDiere  to  oar 
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first  resolve  f  Upon  tbe  point  of  expediencj, 
whatever  donbt  may  liave  existed  in  &e  minds 
of  an;^  whether  there  wonld  he  a  rarplas  of 
any  considerable  amount  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
when  this  proposition  was  first  submitted, 
snrely-  now,  since  the  land  hill  has  been  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  not  the  slightest  prospect 
remans  of  reviving  it  at  the  present  session, 
there  is  no  longer  any  ground  of  uncertainty  as 
to  that  qnestioD.  AH  must  now  admit,  not 
vaij  that  there  will  he  a  aarplna,  bnt  that  it 
will  be  a  very  large  (me ;  ana  the  quesUon  la 
now  presented,  and  mnrt  be  decided  l>7  tlw 
vote  whioh  we  are  about  to  tak&  whetbw  the 
fifteen  or  twenty  millions  in  the  iVeasnry,  over 
and  above  the  demands  of  the  pnblio  service, 
will  he  more  secnre  when  deposited  wit^  and 
distributed  among  the  several  States  of  the 
tJnioD,  or  in  State  banks  over  which  we  have 
no  control^  whose  condition  at  this  moment  is 
inflated,  uncertain,  and  perilous  in  the  highest 
degree.  Those  who  thhik  the  States  less  safe 
or  trustworthy  than  the  numeroaa  State  banks 
which  hold  tlie  pnblio  moneys  in  depo^  will 
of  oonrse  be  agdnst  as. 

Another  ^p%at  question  is  presented,  and 
must  be  decided  by  our  present  action.  It  is, 
whether  we  shall  snlfer  a  snn^  revenue,  the 
unavoidable  and  unforeseen  rMult  of  past  legis- 
lotira,  to  remain  in  Cbe  natitmal  IVeaiory  to 
tempt  the  next  Oongresa^  as  It  has  done  the 
wesent  one^  to  swell  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government  in  a  degree  and  la  a  manner  whol- 
ly inconsistent  witi  every  idea  of  economy, 
I  do  not  intend  to  enter  forther  into  the  argu- 
ment I  have  observed,  at  another  step  of  the 
pn^ress  of  tiits  measure,  that  I  considered  the 
argument,  both  for  and  gainst  it,  fully  before 
the  country  ;  and -I  concmde  1^  movhig  that 
this  House  do  intdst  upon  its  disagreement  to 
tiie  Senate's  amendment 

The  Spbaxsb  said  that  motion.  If  r^eoted, 
woold  he  equivalent  to  «  motion  to  agree  to 
tiie  amendment 

ICr.  Vandkbpoel  s^d  that,  as  he  believed 
every  gentleman  had  made  up  his  mind,  he 
would  move  tJie  previous  question. 

The  question  thai  recurred  on  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,,  and  wall  dedded  in 
the  affirmative. 

So  there  was  a  seoond. 

Ur.  HowsLL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  question ;  which  were  reftis- 
ed.  And  the  House  determined  that  the  main 
qnestion  should  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Bell  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  questitm,  "  WIB  the  Honse  dis- 
agree  to  tiie  amendment  of  the  Senate? "  was 
tdrask,  and  deolded  in  the  affirmative^  as  fol- 
lows; 

Txis.— Keasn.  Aduns,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
Allei^  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Brifots,  Buchanan, 
Bunch.  John  Calhoon,  William  u.  (£Qioun,  Camp- 
bell, (Arter,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Cham- 
bets^  Cbetwood,  CUUii  Mathaniet  H.  Clalbonie, 


Giaric,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cnsblng,  OaHiDgton, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett, 
f^nch,  Kce  Quland,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Grayson,  GreimeU,  Griffin,  Bland  Hall,  Hard,  Har- 
din, Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hazeltlne,  Hendereon, 
Heister,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt,  Ineer- 
soli,  William  Jai^son,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Henry  Juid- 
Bon,  Kenncm,  Eilgtne,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Dike 
Lea,  Lewis,  Uncom,  Love,  Lyon,  Job  Mann,  Banwoo 
Mason,  Maury,  ISaj,  McCw^,  HcComea,  McKennao, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morria,  Por- 
ker, James  A.  Fearce,  Pearson,  Petdgrew,  Peyton, 
Phillips,  lickens.  Potts,  Beed,  Bendter,  John  Bey- 
nolds,  Robertson,  William  B.  Sbepard,  Augustine  H. 
Sbepperd,  Blade,  Spsngler,  gtondefbr,  Stede,  Storer, 
Sutherland,  Waddy  Thompson,  Tomo',  UndNwoodf 
Yintdn,  Washington,  White,  Ellsba  WfaitOcaey, 
Lewis  WillianiB,  Sberrod  WilUams— 110. 

Nats. — ^Meflsra  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Black,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Bums,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Chan^,  Cliaf^, 
John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Cr^,  Cramo',  Ctaiy, 
Goabman,  Donbleday,  Droowoole,  Dunlap,  Faiifidd, 
Fariin,  try.  Fuller,  James  Gariand,  Gh<WK»,  Glas- 
cock, Gtantland,  ^ey.  Earner,  Hann^au,  Albert 
G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Howard,  Hi^ 
ley,  Huntington,  Huntffinau,  Ingham,  Jarris,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John 
W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Lanaingj  Lawler,  GidecMi 
Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Lecmard,  Lc«»n, 
Lo^  Lucas,  wnUam  Mason,  M.  Msson,  McKay, 
McEeon,  McEim,  HcLenejMiller,  Huhlenben,  Pat- 
terson, Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Fearce, 
Fhelpa,  Finckney,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Sdwnck, 
Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  T^lor, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  TniriU,  Tanderpod,  Wwe- 
ner,  Ward,  WardweH,  Wstaater,  Tbomas  T.  WUt- 
Uesey,  Wtoe,  TeU~44. 

So  the  Honae  disagreed  to  the  amendment 
of  thefienato. 


?BiDAT,  March  8. 

French  i^liatumt  pricr  to  1800. 

Hr.  HowABD  said  that  he  was  instructed  by 
the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whira 
were  i^erred  nnmeroos  memorials  fkom  claim- 
ants fbr  French  moliatiomi  prior  to  1800,  to 
move  that  a  list  «  those  dsfmants,  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House.  It  had  been  asserted,  by  those  oppos- 
ed to  the  chums,  that  they  were  chiefly  in  the 
han^  of  speculators,  who  had  purchased  them 
at  a  small  price,  and  were  therefore  not  entitled 
to  as  much  justice  as  the  ori^al  sufferers 
would  have  been.  The  committee  had  en- 
deavored to  dassifr  the  petitioners ;  and  the 
result  would  show  that  there  was  little  or  no 
foundatioQ  for  this  opinion.  When  the  names 
should  be  printed,  he  hoped  tiie  members  of 
the  House  wonld  test  its  eoooraoy  by  examin- 
ing the  namea  oi  the  oUdmanta  in  the  several 
States. 

Hr.  H.  said  he  would  add,  upon  his  IncU^d- 
nal  responribilil7  as  a  member  of  this  House^ 
that,  from  a  laborious  investigation,  he  was 
satiaBed  <tf  the  intrin^  justlee  of  these  <Mm, 
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and  believed  that  the^  mast  and  would  be  pidd 
at  Bome  time  or  other.  Afl  far  as  bis  roice 
could  reach,  he  encouraged  the  daimanta  to 
persevere,  and  not  suffer  their  energx  to  be 
OTercome  by  the  long  Adtcy  which  had  been 
heretofore  painftilly,  aod,  he  would  add,  m^ast- 
\y  eiperienoed. 
The  foUowing  ia  on  abstract  of  the  list : 

Abstnct  of  petitionen  on  aoooont  of  Fiendi  ipdia- 
tions  prior  to  1800j  md  iriwae  memorials  are  nor 
before  Congreaa,  tu  : 
Thnn  the  State  of  kalne,      ....  69 
"         "     New  Eampehire,       -      -  68 
■  "         "     Vermont,  -      -      -      -  2 

262 
26 
60 
101 
4 

loe 

6 
124 
SO 
49 
25 

8 

8 
6 
S 
1 

As 
1 
1 

966 


Rhode  Island, 
ConnecUcut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
FetmsjlTatua, 
Ddsware,  - 
Ifaryload,  - 
District  of  OolomUa, 
Tirginia,  - 
Nortb  GaroUu, 
South  CarollnA, 
Georgia,  - 
KentodcT,  - 

AUtMQia,  - 
Hiamsrippl, 
LonUana,  • 
IfisBOttri,  - 

Tbtd, 


And  the  fbllowhig  appears  to  be  a  proper 
olasaifioattoa  of  the  abore-atated  petimners, 
yiz: 

FdUtiODSCHF  ordinal  oUimsntB  in  their  own  448 


of  admiiilBtratots, 
of  ezeontoc^ 
for  hein, 
for  estates^ 
assurrlTing  partnen, 

wiiSirafor'wtatefl, 
aa  aarignees  of  baiik- 

rapts  and  aa  trosteea 

ot  insolvents, 


107 
118 
87 
46 
79 


62 


of  faaqranee  companies,  as  asdgnees 
of  original  claimants,  for  bsses 
ooverea  by  insurance,  - 
of  original  drimanla,  *'  for  self  and 
othen,"  ..... 
«         «       "by  attorney," 
'*         "       "by  agent^^ . 

Total,  .... 


489 


IS 

18 
28 
18 

966 


The  motion  of  Mr.  H.  was  igreed  to^  wtthoat 

a  ^vision. 

Hr.  \7isx,  from  the  Select  Oommittee  appoint- 
ed to  inqolre  into  the  ccmdition  of  the  vaiiooa 
exeoative  departmoiti,  pnwoted  the  npwtB 


of  the  mi^orityand  minbrity  of  that  committoi^ 
and  also  the  views  of  an  individaal  member  of 
the  committer  which  he  moved  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  that  the  reports,  journal  of  the  oom- 
mitteie,  and  accompanying  documents,  be  print>- 
ed;  which  waa  agreed  to. 

:Sbrt{fietUion  BUI 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  otmrideratacn 
of  the  bill  maxing  appropriations  for  oertida 
fortifications,  and  for  other  purposes,  for  the 
year  1887 ;  which  sud  bill  had  been  returned 
from  the  Senate  with  a  message  that  that  body 
insiated  on  its  amendment,  by  which  the  amend, 
ment  of  this  House,  providing  for  the  distribu- 
tion ol  saoh  surplus  revwne  as  might  remain 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  Ist 
of  January  next,  reserving  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 
regulate  the  public  deposits,  approved  June  28, 
1886,  was  reacted. 

Mr.  Bell,  after  a  few  introductory  remarkfl^ 
nrgiag  the  propriety  and  necea^ty  hi  ib«  mo- 
tKHi  he  was  wont  to  malce,  moved  that  13w 
House  iodtt  on  its  disanreement  to  the  smen^ 
ment  of  the  Senate,  and  aaked  for  tlie  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion ;  which  were  ordered. 

And  tbe  main  question  was  thm  USbbOj  and 
decided— yeas  106,  nays  86. 

So  the  House  insisted  on  their  disaf^eemeot 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Thanh  to  tho  SpetUcer. 
On  motion  of  Hr.  MuHLBNBiBa,  (Hr.  Pibbob, 
of  Kew  Hampshire,  then  temporarily  occupy- 
ing the  ohair,) 

St$olved,  vnmimoudy,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  presented  to  the  honorable  Jamks  K.  Pole, 
for  the  able,  dfgnifled,  and  impartial  manner  with 
wUdi  he  has  prealded  over  tta  daliberatkms,  and 
petfonned  the  aidnona  and  important  duties  of  the 
Clttir. 

IbrtifiecUitm  JSUl — DiatrUmtion  <tf  th« 
SurpUta. 

H r.  Bbll  then  aakoi  the  genwal  otmsent  of 
the  House  to  make<a  rqtwt  from  tibe  oonudttet 
of  oonferenoe. 

Leave  being  granted, 

Hr.  Bkll  rose  and  add :  Mr.  Speaker :  The 
committee  of  conference  appointed  on  the  part 
of  this  House  to  meet  a  smiilar  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate,  on  their  motion,  npcm  . 
the  subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Honses  in  relation  to  the  amradmoit  ot  the 
Senate  which  proposed  to  strike  out  from  the 
*■  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifier- 
ticHis  of  tiie  United  States  for  the  year  1887, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  that  danae  propoting  to 
distribute  the  sorplus  revalue  on  the  Ist  day  <tf 
January  next,  report  that  they  have  performed 
the  duty  assigned  them,  and  have  come  to  no 
agreement  Mr,  B.  therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to 
report  this  &ct  to  the  House,  that  it  might,  if 
it  chose,  at  this  period  of  the  sitting,  proceed 
to  take  such  other  etepe  as  it  should  think 
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proper ;  and  Le  now  mored  that  the  House  do 
adhere  to  their  disagreement. 

Ur.  asked  for  the  je&s  and  nayi  on 

thia  motion  j  which  were  ordered. 

The  qnestion  then  recnrring  upon  the  motion 
of  iSx.  Bell,  that  the  Eonse  do  adhere  to  their 
disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendment — 

CAicBBSLEKa  sdd,  aa  this  was  the  last 
vote  that  ooold  be  taken  on  this  snhject,  he  had 
merelj  to  state  that,  if  the  House  adhered,  the 
bin  was  lost.  [Lend  cries  of  order  1  order  I 
from  several  parts  of  the  hall ;  and  i$  Kr.  0. 
did  make  an7  additional  remarn^  his  yoice  was 
entirely  drowned  ^the  noise.] 

Hr.  Granokb.  The  chainnan  of  the  Com- 
mittee (/£  Ways  and  Ueans  had  annonnced  that 
tUs  bill  was  lost  if  tho  Hoose  adhered.  How 
did  he  know  that? 

Ur.  OAHBBKLKiro.  I  have  the  assnrance  from 
the  ooimnittee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

ICr.  Bell  remarked  that  the  gentleman's  de- 
olaration  was  a  most  eztraordmary  one.  The 
oommittee  of  three  persons  on  the  part  of  Hie 
Senate,  or  any  number  of  gentlemen  of  that 
Hoose,  might  think  that,  becaose  that  commit- 
tee ooiild  come  to  no  aneement^  the  body  it 
Tepreaented  ndght  not.  But  notlung  ooold  be 
more  troe  than  that  the  oommittee  <h  the  Sea- 
ate  could  not  Tote  lor  or  apeak  for  Hn  whole 
body  of  the  Senate,  or  even  for  a  minority  of 
it.  They  spoke,  and  spoke  only,  their  own 
aentimenta ;  the  same  as  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House  spoke  their  sentiments  as  a 
oommittee.  Neither  coold  speak  or  vote  for 
the  whole  body  or  s  minority  of  it ;  else  why 
the  necessity  of  approving,  disapproving,  adopt- 
ing, or  rejecting  their  report  ? 

Mr.  Adams  mqaired  if  tibe  gentleman  from 
Kew  York  was  in  order  in  referring  to  what 
bad  taken  place  befbre  the  committee  of  con- 
ferenrn. 

The  Chaib  (traoporarily  occupied  by  Ur. 
FlBBoa,  of  Kew  HaiDpshire)  B£dd  the  pdnt 
tnu^t  to  bare  been  raised  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Adamb  had  understood  the  point  of  order 
was  made,  for  the  gentleman  was  loudly  c^ed 
to  order;  and  ISi,  A.  held  it  to  he  the  duty  of 
the  Speaker  at  onoe  to  have  arrested  the  re- 
marks. 

The  Chaib  had  heard  no  gentleman  rise  in 
bis  place  and  raise  the  point  of  order,  or  he 
ahonld  have  at  once  entertidned  it 

Hr.  Adams.  Was  it  in  order  for  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  to  intimidate,  or  to  m^e 
remarks  for  the  porpose  of  intimidating,  the 
members  of  this  Honse  in  the  votes  tiiqy  ndgfat 
be  abont  to  g^ve  f 

The  Ohaib  had  not  heard  any  "  intinildatian  " 
tlinnrn  out  by  the  member  fhnn  New  York. 

Vr.  Ad  Alia  expressed  a  hope  that  no  member 
would  be  inflnenoed  by  what  fell  from  the  chidr- 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Ur.  OAMBBKLENa  said,  gentlemen  ml^t  take 
tiie  responsibility  of  losing  the  fortification  bill 
if  they  pleased.  Upon  him  at  least  it  would 
not  rest,  and  he  ahoold  rote  to  reoede. 


[MABca,  1B87. 

Jir.  YAVDBsponL  thoujght  it  entirely  useless 
to  be  indoMng  in  recrimination  on  this  subject. 
He  believed  every  man  had  made  up  his  min^ 
and  was  willing  to  assume  the  responsibility,  if 
any  there  was,  or  would  be,  in  this  matter. 
For  his  own  part,  he  was  perfeetiy  ready  and 
willing  to  take  his  share  of  it.  He  had  voted 
against  the  proposition  ingrafted  on  this  bill  in 
the  first  instance,  because  it  contained  what  he 
believed  to  be  a  most  olmoxious  principle— that 
of  distribotion;  and  which,  in  his  <^ni(Hi, 
connterbalanced  and  overbalaaced  all  the  bene* 
fits  of  the  fortification  bill.  He  was  also  willing 
to  vote  agfunst  it  agidn,  on  the  sjmie  ground 
and  to  assome  his  share  of  tiie  respondMUtT « 
bat,  believing  that  speeches  would  maka  no 
converts,  he  hoped  the  question  would  be  taken 
witJtiout  ftirther  debate. 

Mr.  Lasx  said,  the  bill  called  the  deposit  biQ 
of  the  last  session  rorang  from  a  'lesptimate 
source,  from  one  of  the  standing  committees, 
and  was  a  bill  connected  with  bat  a  single 
other  provision  near  of  kin.  It  was  known, 
ofBcially  known,  that  a  large  snrplns  had  and 
would  aocumubUe  in  the  Tt^asuir,  beyond  t)ie 
wants  of  the  Qoremment,  and  there  was  time 
for  the  action  of  Congress,  and  an  ^tparent 
necesdiyforit.  Otherwise^  in  the  present  case, 
it  has  been  introdnoed  as  an  amendment  to  the 
fOTtification  bill—*  bill  upon  which  the  safety 
oA  our  commerce,  oar  cities,  our  people,  and 
the  national  honor,  depend — at  the  close  of  the 
session ;  not  a  bill  of^  this  House,  but  of  the 
Senate.  Hie  Senate  has  reftised  to  concur. 
This  House  has  adhered^  The  Senate  agun 
refuse  to  concur,  and,  in  all  due  courtesy,  nas 
asked  a  committee  of  conference.  That  com- 
mittee fail  to  agree ;  and  it  now  remains  to  be 
determined  whether  this  House  will  recede ;  if 
it  does  not,  l^e  fortification  bill,  so  important 
to  the  defence  at  the  ooontTy,  most  ftU. 

If  a  pertinaeioas  adhoroice  to  the  amend- 
ment would  save  the  amendment,  even  at  the 
loss  of  the  fbrtificatnott  bill,  tiiere  wonld  exist 
some  reason  for  firmness ;  but  the  disagreement 
has  arrived  at  that  point  of  legation  which, 
by  the  rote  now  to  be  taken  on  the  motion  to 
reoede,  ia  to  decide  the  fate  of  both :  to  recede 
is  to  pass  the  fiHtifioation  bill— to  reftise  is  the 
loss  of  both.  This  ^mse  most  recede^  or  they 
sleep  together. 

Mr.  L.  sud  he  called  upon  honorable  mem- 
bers to  pause  and  reflect  before  they  gave  such 
a  vote ;  a  vote  that  would  not  only  put  a  stop 
to  all  the  public  works  now  in  profpress,  and 
permit  them  to  fall  into  decay,  hot  bUght  the 
national  CTOdit  and  honor  by  a  breach  of  nar 
tlonal  fidtii.  ExistinK  contracts  must  be  vio- 
lated, for  the  want  of  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  to  fulfil  them.  _ 

Sir,  (said  Ur.  L.,)  when  doeswe  amendment 
propose  to  deposit  the  surplus  revenue  I  Not 
uotU  Januarv,  1888. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  would  call  upon  honorable 
members  to  say  if  any  neoessity  existed  tor 
such  premature  action  opou  the  subject  of  the 
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nirplDS  reTenva  The  amendment  proposed  to 
distribate  in  Jannarj,  1888,  befiwe  it  can  be 
known  wheUier  there  will  be  any  to  distribate. 
A  war  with  Mezioo,  or  a  protracted  one  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  it  woQld  all  be  swallowed 
up  for  national  defence.  Suppose  a  large  sur- 
piua  shonld  aconmulate,  there  will  be  ample 
time  for  the  next  Oongrew  to  act  np<Hi  the  aub- 
Jeot  before  the  ameulment,  if  adopted,  ooald 
take  eflfeet.  1^,  tida  Home  has  tnit  a  few 
honra  to  act;  the  next  Oongress  will  have  a 
month.  From  estimates  laid  before  them,  they 
will  be  able  to  act  advisedly  upon  the  sul^eot. 

Mr.  Mask,  of  New  York,  expressed  a  hope 
that  this  qaestion  was  not  to  be  debated  agam 
at  this  late  honr ;  and  he  therefore  demanded 
the  previous  question. 

Kr.  GuLsoooK.  I  second  tihe  motion,  fbr  I 
do  hope  that  it  will  not  be  debated  aay  more. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was 
then  seconded  by  the  House— yeas  185;  and 
the  DUUn  qnestion  was  ordered,  without  a  di- 
Tidon. 

Ur.  Buaoa  asked  fbr  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  qoestion ;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were— yeas  107,  naya  87,  as  follows : 

Teib.— Hessrs.  Adims,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Bailey, 
Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bonldin,  Briffis,  Bunch,  J.  Cu- 
hoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Gunpb^  Oaiter,  Casey, 
George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Childs,  N.  Hi, 
CUib<»iie,  CUak,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cnabing,'' 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evana,  Ererett, 
Fttrester,  Fowler,  French,  B.  Gariaod,  Qtaham,  Qnn- 
ffw,  Gfaves,  QiaTSon,  OKNBudl,  GrifflD,  H.  HalL  Hard, 
Hardin,  Hariaa,  Harper,  Hawea,  Haseltine,  Heister, 
Herod,  Hoar,  Hopldos,  Howell,  Hunt,  IncusoU,  W. 
Jackson.  Janea,  Jemfer,  H.  Johnson,  Eilgore,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  lincoln,  Love, 
L700,  J.  Hann,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  U&7,  McCarty,  Uc- 
Conua,  UcKeonan,  McLene,  Kercer,  Ifiilisan,  Uont- 

?jmery,  Parker,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Peanon,  Pettigrew, 
eytott,  Phillips,  I^ckeos,  Potts,  Beed,  Bencher, 
John  BCTnolds,  Kchardson,  Bobertaon,  W.  B.  Siep- 
aid,  A.  H.  Sbepperd,  Oade,  SUndefer,  Storer,  Butber- 
land,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thonuoa,  Toraw,  Undowood, 
Tinton,  Wiahington,  White,  E,  WUttlea^,  L.  WH- 
Mna,  a  WiUIams— lOY. 

Nats. — ^Hesva.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Bums,  Bynum,  Gam- 
breloi^  Oi^Hnau,  Chapln,  Craig,  Cruner,  Crary, 
Coabman,  Doobleday,  Dromgoole,  Donl&p,  Fairfield, 
Taxim,  Fuller,  J.  Garland,  WK^scm,  Glascock,  Grant- 
land,  Haley,  Hamer,  Hannq^  A.  G.  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Hayoea,  HoI^  Homurd,  Hubley,  Huntii^ton, 
Huntsman,  logbam,  J.  Johnson,  0.  Johnson,  J.  W. 
Jones,  KennoD,  I^uie,  Lanaine,  Lawler,  G.  Lee,  J. 
Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lacas,  A.  Mann,  Mar- 
tin, W.  Mason,  K  Mason,  McKay,  McEeon,  McKun, 
UiUer,  Moblenbei^,  Page,  Parks,  Patteramt,  Patton, 
F.  Rerce,  D.  J.  Pearoe,  Phelps,  linokney,  Jos^ 
Bejnolds,  Beyers,  8hiWy  KcMea,  SmiA,  &irague, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Tiimll,  Taniterpoel, 
Wagener,  Ward,  WardweU,  Webster,  T.  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, Wise,  Tell— 87. 

80  the  Honse  determined  to  adhere  to  its 
disagreement  to  tiie  Senate's  amendment ;  and 
ft  message  was  sent  to  that  body,  hf  its  dark, 
notii^i^  tiiem  of  the  £aot. 
VouXUL— 23 


[H.  CP  B. 


Speaier't  Addrm. 

The  &PBAKBB  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  aa  follom : 

Gnmamr :  The  twen^-fonrth  Congress  haa  now 
closed  Its  deliberations,  and,  being  abont  to  be  (Us- 
scdved,  I  seize  the  moment  of  our  separation  to  re- 
turn to  this  House  my  profound  acknowledgments  for 
the  many  evidences  I  have  bad  of  your  indulgent 
kindness,  and  generous  confidence  and  support,  dur- 
ing' the  period  I  have  prerided  over  your  ddibera* 
Uons ;  but  more  eq>ecially  do  I  return  to  you  my 
tincere  thanks  for  tite  vote  yon  have  been  pleased 
this  day  to  pass,  appro^ng  my  offidal  conduct  in  the 
dtair.  No  language,  genuemen,  can  adequatdy  con- 
vey the  deep  sense  of  gratitude  which  this  testimonial 
of  your  good  opinion  has  exdted  in  my  breast  The 
gr^flcation  which  It  has  alforded  la  tiie  greater,  be- 
cause the  resolution  which  you  have  passed  conveys 
the  voluntary  and  deliberately  expressed  opinions  of 
gentlemen,  with  many  of  whom  I  have  been  loi^ 
associated  here,  all  of  whom  have  been  the  eyewit* 
nesses  of  my  conduct  as  the  preading  officer  m  tUa 
House,  and  whose  fHendehip,  esteem,  and  oonfldenca, 
I  shall  cherish  to  the  latest  hour  of  my  life. 

I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  station  with 
a  ML  sense  of  Ae  responsiUQ^  imSk  must  often 
devolve  open  me,  and  with  the  fixed  purpose,  if  I 
know  my  own  heart,  so  to  disdiar^  those  dudes  aa 
to  merit  the  respect  and  good  opinion  of  this  House 
and  the  approbation  of  the  couiUiy.  I  have  had  no 
other  dedre  than  that  the  rules  uid  parliamentary 
laws  by  which  oar  imoeedhtga  ara  reguated  shonld 
be  property  expoimded  and  ooirectlj  adnudstued. 
It  is  due  to  candor  to  aay  that  steady  and  un- 
wavering support  which  you  l»ve  upon  all  occasions 
givto  me  has  alone  enabled  me  8ucce8Bf\illy  to  dla- 
duwge  the  duties  asdgned  me.  The  anxiety  and  e<y 
lidtiule  which  I  have  often  felt,  and  eap&aaHj  in 
seasons  of  great  potiticat  excitement,  from  i^ch  oar 
deliberationB  have  not  hem  exempt,  to  perfonn  my 
duty,  not  only  with  faithftdneea,  but  acceptably  to 
the  House  and  to  the  country,  can  be  known  and  tip* 
predated  only  by  him  who  baa  filled  this  cbur. 
Amidst  the  embarrassments  and  difficulties  wbidi 
have  often  surrounded  me,  it  has  given  me  pleasure, 
upon  all  occasions,  to  court  the  wlvioe  and  oorrec- 
tion<^  the  House  if  I  erred;  and  it  is  aeouiea<^ 
the  h^Mst  gratiflcatiMi  to  me  to  know  tbat,  vpaa 
the  numeroua  occadons  when  the  Hoosa  has  been 
appealed  to  to  affirm  or  reverse  the  offldal  deddMM 
wUch  it  was  my  duty  to  make,  yon  have  promptly 
given  me  your  support  I  am  not  vain  enough  to 
believe  that  I  have  passed  through  the  many  trying 
occasions  which  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  our 
deUbeiationa,  duriiw  which  many  difficult  and  often 
novd  questions  of  parliameataiy  law  and  [notice 
hare  been  suddenly  presented  for  instantaneoos  de- 
ddon,  without  having  often  fallen  into  error.  Il^ 
however,  I  have  erred,  I  trust  it  has  not  been  on  pdnia 
material ;  I  know  It  has  not  been  inten^nal ;  and 
the  ipinobation  of  my  official  condnct  whkdi  yon 
have  tius  day  eq>reaBed  affi>rds  the  highest  proof  that 
yon  have  geonondy  overioiAed  my  errors,  and  done 
more  than  justice  to  the  unwearied  efforts  I  have 
made  to  moit  your  good  o|rinlon,  and,  ao  &r  as  de- 
pended on  my  oSoial  acts,  to  promote  the  Interests 
of  our  constituenls. 

If;  gentlanen,  in  Ae  course  of  our  deBberationsaa 
tlie  wipwsentattwB  of  tin  natioo,  there  has  been 
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oecMjonal  excitement  or  feeHng,  growing  cot  of 
mHOmI  eolHikiw,  the  natoril  offl^nrbg  of  honeat 
oftnaoM  of  opbuon,  ikoir  that  «e  are  about  to  lep- 
■tmte,  many  of  us  never  again  to  meet  in  thia  ball,  or 
this  ride  the  grare,"  may  ve  not  h<^  that  all  re- 
ooltoetionof  nnpleafluit  Inddauti  that  an  paandmay 
be  UngMea,  and  that  eacb  one  of  u,  whatever  waj 
tM  Ui  Artofe  destiny,  may  derote  Umielf  to  the  w- 
wnoemeot  of  the  best  iutmita  «f  oar  coontiy.  Ja 
taUsg  leave  of  yoo,  gentkmen,  I  widi  yoa  aeaft 


return  to  yoor  fiunilki  and  fttesdi ;  and  my  prayer 
ii,  that  the  bleednga  of  an  orernding  Ftoridaiioa 

may  rest  upon  you  dl. 

And  now  it  only  reroahu  for  me  to  perform  the 
last  duty  assigned  me,  by  the  adjournment  of  thia 
House,  sad,  aooordlogly,  I  annonnee  that  thia  House 
stands  a^ontned  -viOiout  day. 

Tho  House  then  a^Joomed. 


ABMPGMBNT  OF  THB 
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TWENTY-^FHTH  C01f6SES&-FIRST  SESSIOlf. 


BBaUN  AT  THE  CITT  OT  WASHINGTON,  SEPTEHBER  4,  188  7. 


PBOCISIDINGS  AT  EXTRA  SISSIOK 


ftfHiififti  fetuHimit  fitf    C^jlitewi^  ^ns^ttn&d  Sent  ciiinmiKnB|  4^  ywci^  tS97i  fldnqf 

KABUN  tan  BUBSN,  of  New  Tork,  PrtiidmL 
BKMABD  X.  JOHNSON,  of  EoMy,  F2h  AwMbH. 


jr<n)i  foisfn.  [AppiAited  In  Un  pmioai  tnm.] 

Bamlary  iff  At  TVMwry. 
Lm  WooMTTXT.    [Appointed  In  the  pnTiona 
tana.] 

Jon  B.  Fomm   [Aippototod  iltb  Hwcb.  1S87.] 


HiBuni  JiaaaaoM,  [Appofaited  la  tbo  prerlooa 
tetm. 

Pottmaiitt  OtnaniL 
Axof  KsntALL,   [Appoiatfld  la  tlie  j^iiooa  term.} 

BxHJAimi  F.  BnuB.  tAppolnted  In  the  prertow 

tenn.] 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  TBCfi  SENATE.* 


In  porsoance  of  tlie  Anthorit;- ^ven  by  the 
eODstUnUon,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  Ifithdi^of  Hs7,  caused  to  be  imedthe 
proolamatifMi  whioh  fidlows : 

WbenM  grett  ud  wei^itf  matters,  ckimingUie 
eoBiideratkm  of  the  Gongmi  ti  the  United  Stetea, 


•II8T  Of  HmmgRB  OF  THB  SUTATI. 

JKiliM.— Jalm  Bas^ai,  Baal  WHUanM. 
Mm  fftmpMr^^Smr  HabUnd,  Fnaklta  F1«m 
JfiHMoftwMHk-^olu  Darli,  DhM  WaMn. 
JtMa  JUoNd^  AamUk  B.  KalSht,  AAar  BobUM. 
OMNMHovL-John  IL  HUm,  Perry  Smith. 
FmioiUL— aunnal  PnatiM,  B«q)wnla  Swttt 
jr««ci  rorfc— Nathaniel  P.  TaDmadga,  SHm  Wri^ 
JKw  ArMr.— Samad  I*  Bontbud,  GunU  B.  WilL 
PMMylMMfe^unM  Baohwaa,  Bamad  MaBaaa. 
iWowam— Siohard  H.  Bajard,  Tbontaa  Clqrtoa. 
JToriAHML-Joaapta  Kaat,        B.  Bpotea. 
plrvinio^iniltaB  a  Btnib  Mb  BaM 


form  an  extraordinary  oeeadon  for  eonrenlDg  them.' 
I  do,  hj  these  preaeDts,  appoint  the  first  Monday  of 
September  next  for  their  meethig  at  the  iAty  at 
Wsshlngton ;  hereby  reqatring  the  reapeotfre  Sem- 
t<v8  and  RcprcosntstiTw  flien  snd  there  to  iMeiBbla 
in  CoDgreoa,  in  order  to  reodre  sodi  commonloations 
as  may  then  be  made  to  them,  and  to  consalt  and 


Jforfk  CbroWag.— Badfcfd  Brown,  Bobart  Btraaga. 
South  OipoMm— John  a  Galboaa,  WnUam  C.  Praatoa. 
fftoTffla^AUM  Catbbart,  Joba  P.  KlBf. 
jAfaftoata.— Ctomant  C  daj,  WUUam  B.  Kl^ 
jaMtmlppi^fOa  Bbek,  Bobact  J.  WaQcai: 
XaMMoM.— AlasMidn  Xoatoa,  Bobart  aSMalM. 

AaAKs4r^H«mr  Otar.  Mn  J.  GrtUndn. 
^nboaaoa.— millam  S.  Pultan,  AntwoM  H.  Sarfar. 
MUwtrt—ThamM  H.  Beaton,  La  wit  P.  Linn. 
JBtatrfa-Jobn  H.  BabUuva,  BMtaid  M.  Toai«. 
AffioMa.— pUT«r  H.  BnUth,  Joh&  Upton. 
OhiA—Wmiteai  AQem,  TbooM  Kocrk. 


Digitized  by  Google 


determiiie  an  muSi  meMores  as  in  their  niaSam  jaaj 
be  deemed  meet  for  tbe  velfaie  of  the  United  States. 

In  tesdmonjr  whereof,  I  have  caoaed  the  seal  of 
[l.  b.]  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and 
dgned  the  same  with  mj  hand. 
Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  fifteenth 
day     Hay,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one 
thousand  ei^  hundred  and  thirty-seTen, 
md  of  tfie  Independenoe  of  tbe  Ut^ted  ^tatea,  the 
riztyflrBt.  H.  YAN  BUBEK. 

BydMFMldrat: 

Joair  FoBBxiR,  Seeretaiy  of  State. 


UoNDAT,  SeptembeT  4, 1887. 

This  being  t^e  day  designated  in  tJie  procla- 
mation of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  a  special  meeting  of  botii  Honses  of  Oon- 

Sess,  the  Senate  assembled  in  the  Senate 
lamber  at  the  0«>it6L  at  the  wul  hour  of 
12  o'filook. 

Hon.  RioHABD  U.  JoHKBON,  Tico  President 
of  the  United  States,  called  tiie  Senate  to  order 
at  12  o'clock,  when  foz1>y-two  Senators  appeared 
in  their  seats. 

Ur.  Kma,  of  .AJabama,  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  Hessrs.  0. 0.  Olat  and  Sobkbt  Stkanob, 
Senators  as  above,  who  took  the  nsnal  oath. 

Ur.  BivBB  iMresented  the  credentials  of  Mr. 
Bo  AW,  Senator  as  above,  who  was  also  qnali- 
fied. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Koa,  of  Alabama,  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  was  inatmoted  to  inform 
the  House  of  RepresentAtives  that  a  qaormn 
of  the  Senat«  was  now  present^  aod  twij  to 
proceed  to  business. 

Ur.  W&ioHT  moved  that  a  committee  be  ap- 

giinted  to  Join  a  similar  committee  from  the 
onse,  in  order  to  wait  upon  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  infoim  him  that  Congress 
vas  assembled  and  ready  to  receive  sndi  com- 
mnnioaticm  aa  he  might  have  to  make ;  and  the 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

llie  Ghaib  waa,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Kmo,  of 
AUhnia^  authorized  to  appoint  the  aaid  oom- 

Eiittee;  sndUr.'WBioHT,  andUr.Knrayt^Ala^ 
ama,  were  appointed  aetMnrdinglj. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  Lunr,  the  osnal  nnmber 
of  newspapers  was  ordered  for  the  use  of  the 
Senators. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  tiie  8ergeant-at-arms  and  Boor* 
keeper  to  tlie  Senate;  wherenpon  Stkphsn 
Haiqht  (the  late  doorkeeper)  was  nnanimoasly 
elected,  at  the  first  balloting,  Sergeant-ot-arms 
to  the  Senate,  in  room  of  the  late  Sergeant, 
lb.  Shaokvobo,  deceased;  and  at  tbe  third 
balloting,  Ur.  Edwabd  Wtu  was  elected  (ont 
of  many  candidateR)  Doorkeeper  in  xomi  of 
Ur.  HAniRT. 

And  tiien  the  Senate  adjourned.  ' 


Ttbdat,  September  6. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Hoose  of 
BepreaeotativeBi  thn»|^  Ur.  Ebihzuh,  their 


Clerk,  amionntang  to  the  Senate  tliat  a  qnorom 
of  the  House  had  assembled,  had  elected  a 
Speaker,  had  oonomred  with  the  reacdntliHi  of 
the  Senate  for  appointing  a  committee  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  lud 
appointed  a  committee  on  thdr  part. 

Mr.  WmoBT,  from  tiie  Joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inform  the  President  of  the  United 
States  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  was 
assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business, 
reported  that  tbe  committee  had  performed  the 
duty  assigned  them,  and  that  the  President 
had  expressed  to  them  his  intention  to  com- 
municate to  the  two  Houses,'  in  writing,  this 
day  at  12  o'olook. 

A  Uessage  was  aocordin^y  reodved  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  bj  Ur.  Yah 
BuBEN,  his  privf^  secretary,  and  was  read  1^ 
the  Secrete^,  as  foUows : 

Fettou-eitiuM     tU  Baiaie 

and  UauM  of  MaartmUaHvn : 

Tbe  act  of  the  S8d  of  June,  1836,  reenlatang  the 
depoiDts  of  the  public  money,  and  directing  the  em- 
ployment of  Sti^  District,  and  Territorial  banks  for 
lliat  purpose,  made  it  the  duty  of  tiie  Secretary  <^  the 
Treasury  to  disoontinoe  the  use  of  sudi  of  them  as 
alranld  at  any  time  r^use  to  redeem  thdr  notes  in 
R>ede,  and  to  substitute  othor  banks,  [norlded  a  Boffi- 
dmit  nun^iOT  could  be  obtained  to  Konve  the  public 
depOBits  upon  the  tenns  and  conditions  ther^  pre- 
scribed. The  general  and  almost  rimnltaneooB  sus- 
pendon  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in  Hay  last, 
rendered  the  perfonnance  of  hia  duty  impentire,  in 
respect  to  those  wtuch  had  Iteen  selected  under  the 
act;  and  made  it,  at  tiie  same  time,  impracticaUe  to 
employ  the  requisite  number  of  otheis,  upon  the  pre- 
scribed conditions.  The  spedflo  tegulraons  e^ab- 
iished  by  Congress  tor  tiie  depodt  mi  safekeeping 
t£  the  ptdalic  moneys  having  thus  uneipectedly  beoixne 
intniemtive,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  afford  you  an 
esiiy  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  your  supervisory 
powers  over  the  suli^ect. 

I  was  also  led  to  apprehend  that  the  raspauHon  of 
spede  payments,  iDcreasing  the  embarrassments befm 
existing  in  the  pecuniary  aSthSxB  of  the  country,  would 
80  &r  tiitniniHh  the  public  revenue,  that  the  aocndog 
reoeipts  into  the  Treasuiy  would  not,  witlt  the  reserved 
five  minions,  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  mtavoidable 
expenses  of  tiie  Govemmrait,  until  the  usual  period  for 
tbe  meeting  of  Congress ;  -whilst  the  authority  to  call 
upon  the  States  for  a  portion  <tf  the  sums  deporited 
with  them,  was  too  restricted  to  enable  the'  Depart- 
ment to  rralize  a  suffident  amount  from  that  source. 
These  apprchensiouB  have  been  justified  by  subs^nrat 
results,  which  render  It  certain  that  ttus  deficwni^ 
will  occur,  if  adtUtioud  means  be  not  proirtded  1^ 


le  difficulties  experienced  by  the  mercantile  in- 
terest, In  meeting  their  eugaeements,  induced  them 
to  apply  to  me,  previously  to  the  actou  soqworitMi  of 
gpeaa  payments,  for  indulgence  upon  flieir  bonds  ftr 
duties;  and  aU  the  n\m  authorized  by  law  was 
promptly  and  dieerAdly  granted.  The  dependence 
of  the  Treasury  upon  tbe  avuls  of  these  bonds,  to 
enaUe  It  to  make  the  deposits  witii  the  States  requ^ed 
by  law,  led  me  in  the  outset  to  limit  this  indulgence 
to  tiie  first  of  September,  but  it  has  dnoe  been  ex- 
tended to  the  first  (tf  October,  Out  the  matter  nd^ 
be  submitted  to  yoorfHuther  direction. 
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Questions  were  aim  expected  ta  atiae  Id  tbe  reoeas 
In  respect  to  tlie  October  hiMalment  of  thoee  depoatti^ 
requiring  the  interpodtion  <^  CongresH. 

A  proviaon  of  another  act,  paswd  about  the  same 
time,  and  intended  to  secure  a  &itlifnl  compliance 
irith  the  obligation  of  the  United  States  to  satisfy  all 
demands  upon  them  in  spede  or  its  equivalent,  pro- 
hibited  the  offer  of  any  bank  note,  not  conTertiUe  on 
the  spot  into  gold  or  ^rer  at  the  wiU  of  the  holder ; 
and  the  abiUty  of  the  GoTenunent,  with  miUiosB  on 
deposit,  to  meet  its  engagements  la  the  maimeF  thus 
leqnlred  by  lav,  was  rendered  rery  donbtftil  by  the 
event  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Sensible  that  adequate  provisions  for  these  unex- 
pected exigencies  could  only  be  made  by  Congress ; 
convinced  tliat  some  of  them  would  be  indisp^sably 
necessary  to  the  public  service,  before  the  regular 
period  w  your  meeting;  and  dedrous  also  to  enable 
you  to  ezerdse,  it  the  earliest  moment,  your  full  con- 
stitotional  powers  for  the  relief  of  the  country,  I 
could  not,  with  propriety,  avoid  subjecting  you  to  the 
inconvetdence  of  assembling  at  as  earty  a  day  as  the 
state  of  the  popular  representation  woi^d  permit.  I 
am  sure  that  I  have  done  but  justice  to  your  feellnes, 
in  believing  that  this  inconvenience  will  be  cheerniTly 
encounterra,  in  the  hope  of  rendering  your  meeting 
conducive  to  the  good  of  the  country. 

Daring  the  earner  stages  of  the  revulsion  throng^ 
which  we  have  just  passed,  mnch  acrimonions  (Uacus- 
don  arose,  and  great  diverdty  of  opinion  existed  as 
to  its  real  causes.  This  was  not  surprising.  The 
operations  of  credit  are  so  (Uvei^ed,  and  ue  influ- 
ences which  affect  them  so  unmeroua,  and  often  so 
subtle,  that  even  impartial  and  welMnnamed  persons 
■re  seldom  fbond  to  agree  in  rflq>ect  to  tiiem.  To 
inherent  difflculties  were  also  added  other  tendencies, 
which  were  by  no  means  favorable  to  the  discovery 
of  truth.  It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  those 
who  disapproved  the  poUcy  of  the  Government  in  re- 
lation to  the  currency,  would,  in  the  excited  state  (kP 
public  feeling  produced  by  tlie  oocMion,  Ml  to  attrit>- 
ute  to  that  poli<^  a^  extendve  embarrassment  In 
tiie  monetary  alBiirs  of  die  country.  The  matter  thus 
became  connected  with  the  passions  and  conflicts  of 
party ;  opinions  were  more  or  less  afibcted  by  politi- 
cal cooaiderations ;  aid  differences  were  prolonged 
which  might  otherwise  liave  been  determined  by  an 
appal  to  fkcta,  by  the  exercise  of  reason,  or  by  m«- 
toal  conoesuon.  It  is,  however,  a  cheering  refiectiou 
that  drcnmstances  of  this  nature  cannot  jncrent  a 
community  so  intelligent  as  ours  from  ultimatdy  ar- 
riving at  correct  conclusions.  Encoiuaged  by  the  flrm 
belief  of  this  truth,  I  proceed  to  state  my  views,  so 
far  as  may  be  necessary  to  a  clear  nnderstaadW  of 
the  remedies  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  propose,  and  of  the 
reasons  by  which  I  have  been  led  to  recommend 
them. 

The  history  of  trade  fn  tho  Uidted  States  for  ttie 
last  three  or  four  years  aSbrds  the  most  convincing  evi- 
dence that  our  present  condition  is  t^iefly  to  be  attrib- 
Qted  to  over-action  in  all  the  departments  of  bad- 
ness ;  an  over-action  deriving,  periiaps,  its  first  im- 
pulses from  antecedent  causes,  but  stimulated  to  its 
destractive  consequences  by  exceative  iasuee  of  bank 
paper  and  by  other  fhdlities,  for  the  ocqnidtion  and 
enlargement  of  credit  At  the  commencement  of 
the  year  1834,  tiie  banking  d^ital  of  the  United 
States,  including  that  of  the  national  bank  then  exist- 
ing, amounted  to  about  two  hundred  nulliona  of 
dwars ;  the  bank  notes  then  in  circulaUcm  to  alioat 
ninety-five  millions;  and  the  loans  and  disoonntsaf 


the  banks  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-fonr  mUhona,' 
Between  that  time  and  the  flrat  ot  ivaary,  1880, 
being  the  latest  period  to  wUdi  aocorate  aeoomda 
have  been  received,  oar  banking  cqiital  was  increased 
to  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  millions ;  our 
p^>er  circulation  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty 
millions ;  and  the  loans  and  discoonts  to  more  tfa^ 
four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  millions.  To  this  vast 
tnorease  are  to  be  added  the  many  milliOna  of  credit, 
acquired  by  means  of  foreign  loans,  contracted  by 
the  States  and  State  institllti<m^  and,  above  all,  by  the 
lavish  aoocHmnodations  extended  by  tanAga  dealers  to 
our  merc^unts. 

The  consequences  of  this  redundancy  of  credit,  and 
of  the  spirit  of  reckless  speculation  engender^]  by 
it,  were  a  foreign  debt  contracted  by  our  citizens,  es- 
timated in  March  last  at  more  than  thirty  millions 
dollars;  the  eztendon  to  traders  in  the  interior  of  OUT 
country  (rf  credits  for  sappliea,  gteatiy  beyond  the 
wants  of  the  people ;  the  investment  of  thirty-nine 
and  R  half  millions  of  doUus  in  unproductive  public 
lands,  in  tiie  years  1S8S  and  1886,  whilst  in  the  {reced- 
ing year  the  sales  amounted  to  only  four  and  a  half 
millions ;  the  creation  of  debts,  to  an  almost  counties 
amount,  for  real  estate  in  existing  or  anticipated  dtiee 
and  villages,  equaOy  unproductive,  and  at  prices  now 
seen  to  have  been  greatiy  disproportionate  to  their 
real  value ;  the  expenditure  of  Immense  sums  in  Im- 
provements wUch;  in  many  cases,  have  been  found  to 
be  ruinously  improvident ;  the  dlvernon  to  other 
pursuits  of  much  of  the  labor  tliat  should  have  been 
applied  to  agriculture,  thereby  contriboting  to  the 
expenditure  of  large  sums  in  the  Importation  o( 
gnun  from  Europe — an  expenditure  wUdi,  amount- 
ing in  1884  to  aboat  two  hundred  and  flftythousand 
doUan,  was.  In  the  first  two  quarters  of  uie  present 
yesr,  increased  to  more  than  two  millions  ot  doUars ; 
and,  finally,  without  enumerating  other  injurious 
results,  the  rapid  growth  among  all  classes,  uid  espe- 
dalty  in  our  great  commercial  towna,  of  luxurious 
habita,  founded  too  often  on  merdy  fimcled  wealth, 
and  detrimental  allko  to  the  indosby,  the  resources, 
and  the  morals  of  our  people. 

It  was  so  lmpos»ble  that  such  a  state  of  things 
could  long  continue,  that  the  prospect  of  revulsion 
waa  present  to  the  minds  of  considerate  men  before 
it  actually  came.  Kone,  however,  bad  correctly  an- 
ticipated its  severity.  A  concurrence  of  dircumstui- 
ces,  inadequate  of  themselvea  to  iHwluce  such  wide- 
spread and  calamitous  embarrassments,  tended  so 
greatly  to  aggravate  them,  that  thej  cannot  be  over- 
looked in  com^derit^  their  history.  Among  tiiese 
may  be  mentioned,  as  most  prominent,  the  great  loss 
of  capital  sustained  by  our  commercial  emporium 
in  the  fire  of  December,  1836— a  loss  the  effects  of 
wMch  were  underrated  at  the  time,  because  poe^Kmed 
for  a  season  by  the  great  fiu^ities  of  credit  wen  exist' 
ing ;  the  disturUng  effects,  in  our  oommerdal  dties,  i 
of  the  transfers  of  tiie  pubUc  moneys  required  by  the 
depodtlawof  June,  1836;  and  the  measures  adopted 
by  the  foreign  creditors  of  oar  merdiantB  to  reduce 
their  debts,  and  to  withdraw  from  the  United  States 
a  lai^  portion  of  our  specie. 

However  unwilling  any  of  our  dtiiens  may  hereto* 
fore  bare  been  to  asrien  to  diese  cansea  the  diief 
instrumentality  in  producing  the  present  state  of 
tilings,  the  developments  subseqnentiy  made,  and 
the  actual  condition  of  other  commercial  countries, 
must,  as  it  seems  to  me,  dispel  all  renkaining  doubts 
upon  tiie  Bisect  It  has  alnoe  appeared  tiiat  e^ 
rimilar  to  fliose  mittmA  I7  onrNbei^  have  been  es^ 
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perienoed  in  Great  Britain,  on  the  continent,  md, 
Uideed,  throQ^oot  ^  commerdal  worid ;  ud  Hat 
ia  other  oonotrwe,  u  well  u  in  our  own,  they  have 
been  onifoimly  preceded  by  an  undue  enlargement 
of  the  bonndatiee  of  trade,  prompted,  as  wlA  ns,  by 
wuHrecedentedexpanB«iB«rtbe^rstan8ofcre(Ut  A 
reference  to  the  amount  <Kf  baaklog  cmtnl,  and  tihe 
iBBnes  paper  oedit  put  in  drcolation  in  Great 
Britaiu,  bulcs,  and  In  other  ways,  daring  the  yean 
1884,  1885,  and  1830,  will  show  an  augmentation  of 
the  paper  eurrency  there,  as  much  du^roportiooed  to 
the  real  wanta  of  trade  as  in  the  United  States.  With 
this  redundancy  of  the  paper  currency,  there  arose  in 
that  country  abo  a  spirit  of  ajdventnroos  speculation, 
unbracing  the  whole  range  of  bmnan  enterprise. 
Aid  was  (RtifuBely  gireoi  to  pndected  improTements ; 
large  inrestmenta  were  made  in  foreign  Btoclu  and 
loana ;  credits  for  goods  were  granted  with  unbounded 
liberality  to  mercbfaita  in  foreign  countries ;  and  all 
the  means  of  acquiring  and  employing  credit  were 
put  in  active  operation,  and  extended  in  their  effects 
to  every  department  of  buaineaa,  and  to  every  quarter 
<tf  the  globe.  The  reaction  was  pn^Kotioned  in  ito 
Tiotenee  to  the  extraordinary  character  of  the  events 
which  preceded  it  The  commercial  community  of 
Great  BrituQ  were  subjected  to  the  greatest  difficulties, 
and  their  debtors  in  this  country  were  not  only  sudden- 
ly deprived  of  accustomed  and  expected  credits,  but 
iMlIed  upon  for  payments,  wblcb,  in  the  actufd  poe- 
ture  of  things  here,  could  only  be  made  through  a 
general  pressure,  aiul  at  the  most  ruinous  sacrificea. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  would  seem  impossible 
for  UDcere  inquirers  after  truth  to  resist  the  conviction 
that  the  causes  of  the  revulsion  ia  both  countries  have 
been  substaoti^Py  the  same.  Two  nations,  the  moat 
commercial  la  the  world,  enjoying  but  recently  the 
bighest  d^^ree  of  ^tparent  prosperity,  and  nuunbuning 
with  each  other  the  closest  relations,  are  suddenly,  in  a 
time  of  profoond  peace,  and  irithout  any  great  na- 
tional  disBBta',  arrested  In  their  career,  and  ^unged 
into  a  state  of  embarrassment  and  distress.  In  both 
ooontriOB,  wehave  witnessed  the  same  redundancy  of 
paper  money,  and  other  fadlities  of  credit ;  the  same 
qiirit  of  speculation ;  the  same  partial  successes ;  the 
same  difficolttee  and  revereee ;  and,  at  length,  nearly 
tlw  MDM  omwhehniDg  catastrophe.  The  most  maie- 
•  rial  diffo«noe  between  the  reetdts  in  the  two  countries 
has  only  been,  that  with  us  there  has  also  occurred 
an  extmsive  derangement  in  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the 
Federal  and  State  Governments,  occasioned  by  the 
an^ension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 

The  history  of  Uiese  causes  and  effects  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  is  substanUally  the 
history  of  the  revulsion  in  all  other  commercial  coun- 
ties. 

The  present  and  vidUe  eflbcts  of  Uiese  drenm- 
Btonces  on  the  operations  of  the  Government,  and  on 
the  industry  of  the  people,  point  out  the  ottjects  which 
eall  for  your  immediate  att^tion. 

They  are — to  r^ulate  by  law  the  safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  diaburaement  of  the  public  moneys; 
to  desigiMtB  the  funds  to  be  roofed  and  paid  by  the 
Gorenmoit ;  to  enaUe  the  Treasury  to  meet  prompt- 
ly every  denwnd  upon  it ;  to  prescribe  the  terms  of 
indolgence,  and  the  mode  of  settlement  to  be  adopt- 
ed, aa  well  in  collecting  from  individuals  the  revenue 
that  has  accrued,  as  in  withdrawing  it  from  former 
depodtories ;  and  to  devise  and  aw>pt  such  further 
measures,  within  tbe  oonstHutional  competency  ol 
Cottgreea,  aa  wOl  be  best  calculated  to  revive  the 
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enterprise,  and  to  promote  0ie  proq>eri^  of  the 
ooontey. 

For  the  deposit,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the 
revenue,  National  and  State  banks  have  always,  whh 
temporary  and  limited  exceptjona,  been  heretfrfixQ 
em{doyed ;  but,  although  advocates  each  sjetaa 
are  still  to  be  found,  it  is  ^parent  that  tiie  erenta  of 
tlw  last  few  months  have  greatiy  augmented  ^  de- 
sire, long  existing  among  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  to  separate  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment from  those  of  individuals  or  c(Hpontion& 

Again  to  create  a  national  bank,  as  a  fiscal  agent, 
would  be  to  disregard  the  popular  will,  twice  solemn- 
ly and  unequivo(»lly  expressed.  On  no  question  of 
domestic  policy  is  there  stronger  evidence  that  the 
sentimoits  ot  a  large  muority  ore  ddibmtdr  fixed ; 
and  I  cannot  concur  with  those  who  think  ney  see, 
in  recent  events,  a  proof  that  these  sentiments  are, 
or  a  reason  that  they  should  be,  changed. 

Events,  similar  in  their  origin  and  character,  have 
heretofore  frequentiy  occurred,  without  producing 
aoysndicjiaoite;  and  the  lessons  of  experience  must 
be  forgotten,  if  we  suppose  that  the  present  overthrow 
of  credit  woidd  have  been  prevented  the  existence 
of  a  national  bank.  Proneness  to  excessive  issues  has 
ever  been  the  vice  of  the  banking  system ;  .a  vice  as 
prominent  in  national  as  in  State  institutions.  This 
propennty  is  as  subservient  to  tbe  advsncem^t  of 
private  interests  in  the  one  as  in  the  other;  and  those 
who  direct  them  both,  being  principally  guided  by 
the  same  views,  and  influenced  by  the  same  motives, 
will  be  equally  ready  to  stimulate  to  extravagance  ot 
enterprise  by  improvidence  of  credit.  How  stnking- 
ly  is  this  concluuon  sustained  by  experience  I  Tm 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the  vast  powers  con- 
ferred on  it  by  Congress,  did  not,  or  could  not,  preroit 
former  and  similar  embarrassments ;  nor  has  the  stall 
greater  strength  it  has  been  said  to  possess  under  its 
presmt  chatter,  enabled  it,  in  tlM  ezimi^  emenRncj, 
to  diei^  other  InstituttoDa,  or  even  to  save  itseK  ui 
&eat  IBritain,  where,  it  has  been  seen,  the  same 
oatues  have  been  attended  with  the  same  effects,  a 
national  bank,  possessing  powers  fiv  greater  than  are 
asked  for  by  tiie  warmed  advocates  of  such  an  insti- 
tution here,  has  also  proved  unaUe  to  jMcrent  an  un- 
due expomdon  <tf  credit,  and  the  evils  that  flow  from 
ib  T^ae  can  I  find  any  tenable  ground  for  the  rfr«- 
tablishment  of  a  national  bank,  in  the  derangement 
allied  at  present  to  exist  in  the  domestic  excnanges 
of  we  country,  or  in  the  fadllties  it  may  be  capable  of 
affording  them.  Although  advantages  of  this  sort  wen 
anticipsSed  when  the  first  bonk  of  the  United  States 
was  created,  they  were  regarded  aa  an  indde&tal  ae- 
commodation;  not  one  which  the  Federal  Govenimeot 
was  bound,  or  could  becalled  npon,to  ftuniah.  Thia 
accommodation  is  now.  indeed,  after  the  lapse  of  not 
many  years,  demanded  from  It  aa  among  its  first  du- 
ties, and  an  omission  to  aid  and  r^;ulate  commercial 
exchange  is  treated  as  a  ground  of  loud  and  serious 
complaint.  Such  results  only  serve  to  exemplify  tite 
constant  deshre,  among  some  of  our  dtizens,  to  enlarge 
the  poweraof  uie  Gorarnment,  and  extend  its  control 
to  sulyects  witti  which  it  should  not  interim  They 
can  never  justify  the  creation  of  an  institution  to 
promote  such  objects.  On  the  c<Hitrary,  tbeyjnstiy 
exdte  among  the  community  a  more  diligent  inqoiry 
into  the  character  of  those  operations  of  trade, 
towards  wUch  it  »  desired  to  extend  sutii  peculiar 
favors. 

The  various  transactions  which  bear  tbe  name  of 
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dom—flo  endiangea,  differ  essentially  In  their  nature, 
operation,  and  ooli^.  One  class  of  them  consiate  of 
bllb  ot  exdun^  drawn  for  the  pmpoae  of  tranafer- 
ring  actual  capital  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another,  or  to  aoticipt^  the  proceeds  of  property  ac- 
tually transmitted.  Bills  of  thia  description  are  hig^y 
oseAil  in  the  morements  of  tmie,  and  wdl  deeerre 
all  the  enconragemait  irtileli  can  rightftiUy  be  given 
to  than.  Another  chuB  Ib  made  up  of  bills  of  ei- 
dumge,  not  drawu  to  transfer  actual  capital,  nor  on 
the  credit  of  property  transmitted,  but  to  create  ficti- 
tious capital,  partaking  at  once  of  the  diaracter  of 
notes  discounted  in  buik,  and  of  bonk  notes  in  circa- 
lati<ai,  and  iwdUng  the  mass  of  pqwr  crecUti  to  a  Tast 
extent,  in  the  most  ot^eetionable  manner.  These 
bills  bK79  formed,  for  the  last  few  years,  a  large 
[ffoportion  of  what  are  termed  the  domestic  exdumgea 
of  the  country,  serving  as  the  means  of  usarious 
profit,  and  constituting  me  most  unsafe  andprecarious 
paper  in  circulation.  This  spedea  of  traffic,  instead 
of  being  upheld,  ought  to  be  discountenanced  by  the 
Goremment  and  the  people. 

In  trantferring  Its  funds  from  place  to  plaofu  the 
Qovemment  is  on  the  same  footing  with  the  pnvBte 
dtizen,  and  may  resort  to  the  same  legal  means.  It 
may  do  so  through  the  medium  of  bills  drawn  by 
its^,  or  purchased  from  others ;  and  in  these  opera- 
tions it  may,  in  a  manner  nadoubtedly  constitutional 
and  legitimMe,  &cilitate  and  aa^  exchangea  of  In- 
^viduals  founded  on  real  transactions  ot  trade.  'Hie 
extent  to  wUdi  this  may  bo  done,  and  the  beet 
means  of  afi'ecting  it,  are  entitied  to  the  fullest  con- 
aideration.  This  has  been  beetowed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  his  views  will  be  submitted  to 
you  in  his  report 

But  it  was  not  designed  by  the  constibition  that 
the  Qovemment  sboald  assnme  the  management  of 
doraeetio  or  foreign  exchange.  It  is.  Indeed,  au- 
thorized  to  regulate  by  law  uie  commerce  between 
tiie  States,  and  to  provide  a  general  standard  of 
value,  or  medium  of  exchange,  in  gold  and  rilver ; 
but  it  is  not  its  province  to  aid  individuals  in  the 
transfer  of  their  funds,  otherwise  than  through  the 
bdlltiea  aflbrded  by  the  Post  Office  Department  As 
justly  n^f^t  it  be  called  on  to  provide  for  the  trans- 
portation of  their  merchandise.  These  are  ra- 
tions of  trade.  They  ought  to  be  conducted  by 
thoee  who  are  interested  in  them,  In  the  same  man- 
ner that  the  incidental  difficulties  of  other  puniuits 
are  encoontered  by  other  classes  of  dtizens.  Such 
^d  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  in  other  oonntriesi 
ThroB^out  Europe,  ttie  domestic  as  well  as  the  for> 
dcD  exdianges  ace  carried  on  by  private  house^ 
onm,  if  not  generally,  without  the  aaairtanee  of 
banks.  Tet  they  extend  throughout  distinct  sover- 
eignties, and  far  exceed  in  amount  the  real  ex- 
changes of  the  United  States.  There  is  no  reason 
why  our  own  may  not  be  conducted  bx  the  same 
manner,  with  equal  dieuneas  and  safety.  Certainly 
this  mfe^  be  aooompUMied,  if  it  were  &Tored 
thoee  most  dee|dy  interested ;  and  fbw  can  donbt 
that  thdr  own  interest,  as  wdl  aa  the  general  wdfare 
<tf  the  country,  would  be  promoted  by  leaving  such 
a  Subject  in  the  bands  of  tiioee  to  whom  it  properly 
beloi^  A  system  founded  on  private  interest, 
enterprise,  and  competition,  without  the  aid  of  legis- 
lative grants  or  regulations  by  law,  would  raindly 
proq>er;  it  would  be  free  from  the  inflnraoe  of  po- 
litical a^totion,  and  extend  the  same  exemption  to 
tHMle  itaelf ;  and  it  would  put  an  end  to  thoee  com- 
pUntsof  nef^ect,  partially,  iquitice^  and  op^^eaeion. 


wUch  are  the  unarofdable  Ksntte  bitetferenoe  hr 
the  Govemment  in  the  pn^ter  concemfl  of  indivla- 
uals.  All  former  attem^  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  carry  lis  l^;isIation,  In  thia  respect,  fur- 
ther than  was  dedgned  by  tite  constitution,  have  in 
the  end  proved  injurious,  and  have  served  (miy  to 
oonvinoe  the  great  body  of  tiie  people,  more  and 
more,  of  die  certain  dai^en  «t  blencBng  printe  in- 
terests with  the  operations  of  public  boslneai ;  and 
there  Is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  a  rep^ltlon  of 
them  now  would  be  more  sucoeesAiL 

It  cannot  be  concealed  that  there  exists,  In  ottr 
community,  opinions  and  feelings  on  this  subject  In 
direct  oppocation  to  each  other,  A  large  portion  of 
them,  combining  great  intelli^ce,  activity,  and  b- 
fluence,  are  no  doubt  sincere  m  their  belief  that  the 
operations  of  trade  ought  to  be  assisted  by  such  k 
connection ;  they  regard  a  national  bank  as  necenarj 
for  this  purpose,  and  they  are  di^cUned  to  every 
measure  that  does  not  tend,  sooner  or  later,  to  the 
establishment  of  such  an  institution.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  muority  of  the  people  are  believed  to  be 
irreconcilably  opposed  to  that  measure :  they  conr 
tUdee  such  a  concentration  of  power  dangerous  to 
their  liberties ;  and  many  of  them  regard  it  as  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution.  This  coDi^on  of  oplnfnt 
has,  doubtless,  caused  much  of  the  embarrassment 
to  which  the  commercial  transactions  of  the  country 
have  lately  been  exposed.  Banking  liaa  become  a 
political  toiHo  of  the  highest  interest,  and  trade  has 
Bofibred  in  the  conflict  of  fiarties.  A  speedy  ter- 
ndnation  of  this  state  of  thmgs,  however  desirable, 
is  scarcely  to  be  expected.  Wc  have  seen  for  neariy 
half  a  centory  that  those  who  advocate  a  nationu 
bank,  by  whatever  motive  they  may  be  Influenced, 
constitute  a  portion  of  our  community  too  numerous 
to  allow  us  to  lu^e  ftw  an  eariy  abandonment  of 
tbdr  favorite  plan.  Oa  tiie  other  hand,  they  must 
indeed  form  an  erroneous  estimate  of  the  mtcIUgence 
and  temper  of  the  American  people,  who  suppose 
that  they  have  continued,  on  slight  or  Insufficient 
grounds,  their  persevering  opposition  to  such  an  insti- 
tution ;  or  ^t  they  can  be  induced  by  pecnnlaty 
pressure,  or  hj  any  other  combination  w  circum- 
stances, to  surrender  prindplet  they  have  so  long 
and  BO  inflexibly  maintained. 

Hy  own  views  of  the  subject  are  unchanged.  They 
have  been  repeatedly  and  unreservedly  announced 
to  my  fellow-citizens ;  who,  with  flill  knowledge  of 
them,  conferred  upon  me  the  two  higfaeet  offices  of 
the  Government  On  the  last  of  these  occarions.  I 
felt  it  due  to  the  people  to  apprise  them,  distincOT, 
that  in  the  event  «my  eleetion,  X  vould  not  be  aide 
to  co-operate  in  the  re-eatatdlabment  of  a  national 
bank.  To  these  sentiments,  I  have  now  only  to  add 
the  ezi»vsdon  of  an  increased  convieti(Hi,  that 
re-establishment  of  such  a  bank,  in  any  form,  whilst 
it  would  not  accomplish  the  beneficial  purpose  prom- 
ised by  its  advocates,  would  impair  the  rightfbl 
RDprenmcy  of  die  pcqmlar  irQl;  iijara  the  dtanoter 
and  diminish  the  influence  of  our  political  system ; 
and  briw  onoe  more  into  existence  a  concentrated 
moneyea  power,  hostile  to  tiie  spirit,  and  threaten- 
ing the  permanency,  of  onr  republican  InstitutionB. 
Local  bulks  have  been  anployed  for  the  depodt  and 
distribution  of  the  revenne,  at  all  times  partially, 
and,  on  three  tUtferent  oocaii«M  exdadvdy:  fin^ 
anterior  to  the  establishment  of  the  first  Bank  of  fte 
United  States;  secondly,  in  the  hiterval  between 
the  termination  of  that  institution  and  the  charter 
of  its  anccoMor;  and,  thirdly,  during  the  Undted 
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pniod  vhich  has  now  so  abrnptly  closed.  The  con- 
nection dms  repeatedl7  attempted,  proved  nnsafisfiu:- 
tory  on  each  soccemiTe  occasion,  notwithsbmding 
tte  Tuions  measores  irtiich  were  adopted  to  fadlitate 
or  insure  its  snocess.  On  the  last  occasion,  in  the 
year  18S8,  the  employment  of  the  State  banks  was 
guarded  especially  in  every  way  which  experience 
and  caution  could  Ruggest.  Personal  security  was 
required  for  the  safe-keeping  and  prompt  payment 
of  the  moneys  to  be  received,  and  flill  retoms  of 
their  condition  were,  from  time  to  lime,  to  he  made 
by  the  depomtories.  In  the  first  stages  the  measure 
was  eminentiy  successful,  notwithstanding  tiie  vio- 
lent opposition  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  unceasing  efforts  made  to  overthrow  it  The 
selected  banks  performed  with  fidelity,  and  without 
sny  embarraflsment  to  themselves  or  to  tiie  com- 
moui^,  their  engagements  to  the  Government ;  and 
the  system  promised  to  be  permanently  oseAd.  But 
when  it  became  necessary,  under  the  act  of  Jono, 
1686,  to  withdraw  from  them  the  public  money,  for 
the  purpose  of  placing  it  in  additional  institutions, 
or  transferring  it  to  the  States,  tiiey  found  it,  in 
many  eases,  inconvenient  to  oomplj  with  the  de- 
Bands  of  the  Treasury,  and  nnmenms  and  pressing 

SipUcatitms  were  made  for  indnlgence  or  relief.  As 
e  instalments  under  the  depout  law  became  pay- 
aUe,  their  own  embarrassments,  and  the  necessity 
mid  or  which  they  lay  of  curttuling  their  discounts 
and  caUine  in  tiieir  debts,  incrrased  the  general 
distren,  and  contributed,  with  other  causes,  to  hasten 
the  revulsion  hi  which,  at  length,  they,  in  common 
with  tiie  other  banks,  were  fttally  Involved. 

Under  Aeee  drcumstanoes,  It  becomes  our  solemn 
duty  to  inquire  whether  there  are  not,  tn  any  con- 
nection between  the  Government  and  banks  of  issue, 
evils  of  great  magnitude,  inherent  in  their  very  nature, 
and  agdnst  wfaloh  no  precantions  can  eflbetnally 
goard. 

Unfiweseen  in  the  organization  the  GovenmieDt, 
and  forced  on  the  Trf»sury  by  eariy  necesrities,  the 
jnetfoe  of  employing  banks  was,  in  tmth,  from  the 
IM^nning,  more  a  meaenre  of  emeigency  than 
Bonnd  poUcy.  When  we  started  into  existence  as  a 
nation,  in  addition  to  the  burdens  of  the  new  Gov- 
erament,  we  assumed  all  tiielaice  but  honorable  load 
ttfdiMwUoh  was  tbepiiee  a  onrUbeity;  but  we 
horitrted  to  weigh  down  the  Infimt  Indu^ry  of  the 
ooontry  by  resorting  to  adequate  taxation  for  Ae 
necessary  revenue.  The  fiunlities  of  banks  in  retnm 
for  the  privileges  they  acquired,  were  promptly 
crflbred,  and  peihf^  too  rea<^ly  rojeived,  by  an  em- 
bamssed  Treasury.  During  we  long  continuance 
of  a  national  debt,  and  the  intervening  difficulties  of 
a  foreign  war,  the  connection  was  continued  from 
motive*  of  conveoienDa!  but  tibese  oanses  have  long 
rinee  paassd  away,  wo  hare  no  emeigenciefl  that 
make  hanks  neoeasary  to  aid  the  wants  m  the  TKta- 
nry ;  we  have  no  load  of  national  debt  to  provide 
for,  and  we  have  on  actoal  depodt  a  large  surplus. 
No  puUic  interest,  therefore,  now  requires  flie  re- 
newal of  a  connection  that  circumstances  have  dls- 
Bolved.  The  complete  oiganitation  our  Qovera- 
ment,  tiie  abundance  of  oar  tesouroee,  the  general 
harmony  wfalc^  prevails  between  the  different  States, 
and  wi^  foreign  powers — all  enable  us  now  to  select 
the  system  most  coneostent  with  the  constitution,  and 
most  conducive  to  the  public  wel&re.  %onld  we, 
dwn,  ooouect  the  Trewury  for  a  fourth  time  wiUi  the 
looal  banki^  it  can  tnSj  be  under  a  ctmrietion  that 
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past  failures  have  arisen  from  aoddental,  not  inhe- 
rent, defects. 

A  danger,  difficult  if  not  imposdble  to  be  avcnded 
in  Budi  an  arrangement,  is  made  strikingly  evident 
in  the  very  event  by  which  it  has  now  been  defeated. 
A  sudden  act  of  the  bonks  intrusted  with  tiie  funds 
of  the  people,  deprives  the  Treasury,  without  fanlt 
or  agency  of  the  Government,  of  the  ability  to  pay 
its  creditors  in  the  currency  they  have  by  law  a  rigl^ 
to  demand.  Tbia  circumstance  no  fluctuation  of 
commerce  could  have  produced,  if  the  public  revenue 
had  been  collected  in  the  legal  currency,  and  kept 
in  that  form  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury.  The 
citizen  whose  money  was  in  bank  receives  it  back, 
since  the  EuspenMon,  at  a  sacrifice  in  its  amount ; 
whilst  ho  who  kept  it  in  the  legal  cnirency  of  the 
oouidry,  and  in  lus  own  posseadcnLpursnes,  without 
loss,  the  current  of  his  budness.  13ie  Qovemment, 
placed  in  the  utuation  of  the  former,  is  involved  in 
embarrassm^ts  it  conld  not  have  suffered  had  it 
pursued  tiie  course  of  the  latter.  These  embarrass- 
ments arc,  moreover,  au^entcd  by  those  salutary 
and  just  laws  which  forbid  it  to  use  a  depredated 
currency,  and,  by  so  doing,  take  frtm  the  Govern- 
ment the  ability  which  indivIdualB  have  of  accom- 
modating their  transactions  to  such  a  catastrophe. 

A  system  wbidi  can,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
when  there  is  a  large  revenue  laid  by,  thus  suddenly 
prevent  the  qipUcation  and  the  use  of  the  money  of 
the  people.  In  the  manner  and  for  the  objects  they 
have  directed,  cannot  be  wise ;  but  who  can  thinlc, 
without  ptunnil  reflection,  that,  under  It,  the  same 
unforeseen  events  ndght  have  befallen  us  in  the 
midst  of  a  war,  and  Uten  from  us,  at  the  moment 
when  most  wanted,  the  uso  of  those  very  means 
wUch  were  treasured  up  to  promote  the  national 
welfare  and  guard  our  national  rights  ?  To  such  em- 
barrassments and  to  such  dangers  will  tlus  Govern- 
ment be  always  exposed,  whilst  it  takes  the  moneys 
raised  fbr,  and  necessary  to,  the  pnbUo  service,  out 
of  the  hands  of  its  own  officers,  and  converts  tiion 
into  a  mere  right  of  action  agunst  corporations  ia- 
trusted  with  £e  possesion  of  tliem.  Nor  can  sodi 
results  be  effectually  guarded  agunst  in  such  a  sys- 
tem, without  Investing  the  Executive  with  a  control 
ovesthe  banks  themselves,  whether  State  or  notional, 
that  might  witii  reason  be  ol^Jected  to.  Ours 
probably,  the  only  Government  in  the  worid  that  ta 
liable,  hi  the  management  of  Its  fiscal  concerns,  to 
occurrences  like  these.  But  this  imminent  risk  Is 
not  the  only  danger  attendant  on  the  surrender  of  the 
public  money  to  the  custody  and  control  of  local  cor^ 
porations.  Though  the  of^ect  is  aid  to  the  Treasury, 
its  effect  may  be  to  Introduce  into  the  operations  of 
the  Government  influences  the  most  subtle,  founded 
on  hiterests  the  most  selfish. 

The  use  tile  banks,  for  their  own  boiefit,  of  the 
money  deponted  with  them,  has  received  the  sanction 
of  the  Government  from  the  commencement  of  this 
connection.  The  money  received  from  the  peoide, 
instead  of  bting  kept  till  it  is  needed  for  their  use, 
is.  in  consequence  this  anthori^,  a  fund,  on  whidi 
discounts  are  made  for  the  profit  a  those  who  hap- 
pen to  be  owners  of  stock  m  the  banks  seteoted  as 
depodtories.  The  supposed  and  often  exa^eialed 
advantages  of  such  a  boon  will  always  cause  it  to  be 
sought  nir  with  avidity.  I  will  not  stop  to  con^der 
on  whom  the  patronage  Incident  to  it  is  to  be  con- 
ferred ;  wtiether  the  selection  and  oontrol  be  trusted 
to  Congrcaa  or  to  the  Execnttve,  cither  will  be  sidi- 
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jected  to  q)peal8  made  in  ertrj  fonn  vbidi  the  sa- 
g«dt7  of  interest  can  Boggeat  13w  buika,  oader 
Boeh  a  flTstem,  are  stimnlated  to  make  the  mo«t  of 
tteir  fortooate  acquiation ;  the  deports  are  treated 
as  an  increase  of  capital ;  loans  and  circulation  are 
raahly  angmented,  and,  vbeo  the  public  exigencies 
require  a  return,  it  is  attended  irith  embarrassments 
not  provided  for,  nor  foreseen.  Thus  bonks  that 
thought  themselves  most  fortunate  when  the  public 
funds  were  rec^ved,  find  thetDselves  most  embai> 
nssed  when  the  season  of  payment  suddenly  ar- 
riresL 

Unfortunately,  too,  the  evils  of  the  system  are  not 
limited  to  the  bank&  It  stimulatee  a  general  rash- 
ness of  enterprise,  and  aggravates  the  fluctuations  of 
commerce  and  the  currency.  This  result  mui  strik- 
ingly exhibited  daring  the  late  operatioDB  the 
deposit  system,  and  eapedailj  In  the  purchases  of 
pabUo  lands.  The  order  iriiidi  ultimately  directed 
the  payment  of  gold  and  sUrer  In  such  purchases, 
greatly  checked,  bat  would  not  alt<^;ether  prevent, 
the  evil.  Specie  was  indeed  mora  difficult  to  be 
procured  than  the  notes  which  the  banks  could  them- 
Bclves  create  at  pleasure ;  but  still,  b^g  obtained 
from  Oteta  aa  a  loan,  and  retomed  as  a  depo^ 
which  they  Were  again  at  liberty  to  use,  it  only 
passed  round  the  circle  with  diminished  speed.  This 
operation  could  not  have  been  performed,  had  tho 
funds  of  the  Government  gone  Into  the  Treasury,  to 
bo  regularly  disbursed,  and  not  into  banks,  to  be 
loaned  out  for  their  own  profit,  while  they  were  pei^ 
mltted  to  substitute  for  it  a  credit  in  account. 

In  expres^ng  these  Bcntimenta,  I  desire  not  to 
undervalue  tiie  benefits  of  a  salutary  credit  to  any 
branch  of  enterprise.  The  credit  bertowed  on  prob- 
ity and  industry  is  the  just  reward  of  merit,  and  an 
honorable  incentive  to  further  aoquUtion.  None 
oppose  it  who  love  their  country  and  understand  its 
welfare.  But  when  it  is  unduly  encouraged — when 
it  is  made  to  inflame  die  publio  mind  with  the  temp- 
tations of  Bodden  and  maabalantial  wealth^when  it 
turns  industry  into  paths  that  lead  sooner  or  later  to 
£sappohftment  and  distress — It  becomes  liable  to 
censure,  and  needs  oorrection.  Far  from  hdphig 
probity  and  industry,  the  ruin  to  whldi  it  leads  falls 
most  severely  on  the  great  laboring  classes,  who  are 
thrown  suddenly  out  of  employment,  andjbythefiulnra 
of  magnificent  schemes  never  intended  to  enridi 
them,  are  deprived  In  a  moment  of  their  only  re- 
source. Abuses  of  credit  and  excesses  in  epeculation 
will  happen  in  despite  of  the  most  salutary  taws ;  no 
Government,  peritaps,  can  altogether  prevent  them ; 
but  surely  every  Qovemment  can  refrain  from  con- 
tributing the  stimulus  that  calls  them  into  life. 

Knee,  therefore,  experience  has  shown,  that  to 
lend  the  public  money  to  the  local  banks  Is  hazard- 
OOB  to  the  opeiathms  of  the  Qovemment,  at  least  of 
doubdhl  benefit  to  the  institutions  thernselvea,  and 
productive  of  disastrous  derangement  in  the  badness 
and  currency  of  tiie  oonntry,  is  It  tiw  part  of  wisdom 
agf^tt  to  renew  the  connection  t 

It  is  true  that  such  an  agency  Is  In  many  respects 
ooQvetdent  to  the  Treasury,  but  it  is  not  indispen- 
sable. A  limitation  of  the  ezpenaea  <tf  the  Oovem- 
ment  to  its  actual  wants,  and  of  the  revenue  to  those 
expenses^  with  convenient  means  for  its  prompt  ap- 
pUcation  to  the  purposes  for  wUdi  it  was  raised,  are 
the  ofcgecta  which  we  should  seek  to  aocomiriisb. 
The  collection,  safe-keet^ng,  transfer^  and  disbuise- 
ment  of  tho  piA>lie  mone^,  can,  it  is  believed,  be 
mil  nmmed  by  offioen  «  tiie  Qommnaiit  Sum 
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c(^ection,  and,  to  a  great  extent,  its  disbursement 
also,  have  Indeed  been  lutberto  conducted  solely 
them ;  ndther  national  nor  State  banks,  when  em- 
ployed, b^ng  required  to  do  more  than  )|eep  it  safely 
while  in  their  custody,  and  transfer  and  pay  it  in 
such  portions  and  at  such  times  as  the  Treasury  shall 
'  direct 

Surely  banks  are  not  more  able  than  the  Govern- 
ment to  secure  the  money  in  their  possession  against 
accident,  violence,  or  fraud.  The  assertion  tiiat 
they  are  so,  most  assBme  that  a  vault  in  a  bank  is 
stronger  than  a  TMilt  in  die  Treasnry ;  and  that  dtree- 
tors,  cashiers,  and  derics,  not  selected  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, nor  under  its  control,  are  more  worthy  of 
confidence  than  officers  selected  from  the  people  and 
respondble  to  the  Goremment ;  oflicere  bound  by 
official  oaths  and  bimds  for  a  faithful  performance  of 
their  dutiea,  and  constantly  aul^ect  to  the  siqwrriaioa 
of  Congress. 

The  difficulties  of  transfer,  and  the  aid  heretoforo 
rendered  by  bonks,  have  heea  less  than  is  usually 
supposed.  The  actual  accounts  show  that  by  far  tlM 
larger  portion  of  payments  is  made  within  abort  or 
convodent  distances  fitHO  the  places  of  collection;  and 
the  whtde  manttm  of  warrants  issued  at  the  Tmasury 
in  the  year  1834— a  year  the  results  of  vhidi  will,  it 
is  believed,  aflbrd  a  safe  test  for  the  fiiture — fell 
short  of  five  thousand,  or  an  average  of  less  than  one 
daily  for  each  State ;  hi  the  dty  of  2{ew  Yoric  they 
did  not  average  more  than  two  a  day,  and  at  the  city 
of  Washington,  only  four. 

The  difficulties  heretofore  existing  are,  moreover, 
daily  lessened  by  an  increase  in  the  <d)eapne8B  and 
fadlity  of  oosununioation ;  and  it  may  be  asswted 
with  oonfidcnoe,  that  the  necessaiy  transfera,  as  well 
as  the  safe-ke^Hng  and  disboisements  of  the  publio 
moneys,  can  be  with  safti^  and  convenienoe  accom- 
plished through  the  agencies  of  Treasury  officers.  TIm 
opinion  has  been,  in  some  degree,  oonfirmed  by 
actual  experience  eince  the  discontinoaace  of  the 
banks  as  fisoal  ^entB,in  Hay  last;  ■  period  irideh, 
from  the  embarrassments  in  oommercial  interoomse, 
presented  obstadea  as  great  as  any  which  may  be  bet^ 
after  apprehended. 

The  manner  of  keeping  the  publio  money  fitnoe 
that  period  is  AiUy  stated  In  the  repcwt  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  That  officer  also  sogaesta  the 
prt^ety  of  aarigning,  by  law,  certain  additional 
duties  to  existing  estaUiahments  and  offlcers,  whidi, 
with  die  modifications  and  safeguards  reftn«d  to  by 
him,  will,  be  thinks,  enable  the  Department  to  ooit- 
tinue  to  perfonn  this  branch  of  the  public  service, 
without  any  material  addition  either  to  their  number 
or  to  the  present  expense.  The  extent  of  the  busi- 
neas  to  be  transacted  has  already  been  stated ;  and 
in  respect  to  the  amount  of  money  with  which  the 
officers  employed  would  be  Itdrnsted  at  ai^  one 
time,  it  appears  that,  assuming  a  balance  of  fif* 
millions  to  be  at  all  times  kept  in  the  Treasoy,  and 
the  whole  of  it  left  In  the  hands  of  the  collectors  and 
receivers,  the  proportion  of  each  would  not  exceed 
an  average  of  thirty  tiiousond  dollars ;  but  that,  de- 
ducting one  million  for  the  use  of  the  mint,  and  as- 
suming the  ramuning  four  ndlUona  to  be  in  the 
hands  ofonejialfofttopreaMit  number  of  offleawh— 
a  supposition  de«ned  more  likely  to  correapood  with 
the  fact — the  sum  In  the  bands  of  each  would  still  ba 
leas  than  die  amount  of  most  of  the  btmds  now  taken 
from  the  receivers  of  publio  mcmey.  Every  appre- 
hmtion,  howerer,  aa  the  anb^ect,  eithn-in  wtapeet  to 
the  Mftty  of  dw  mnqr,  or  ibe  ftithftd  aiohugs  of . 
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these  fiscal  traosaotiona,  ms;,  it  iOT>ean  to  me,  be 
dfeotuaUy  removed  by  adding  to  uw  present  means 
of  the  Ttemay  the  establishment  bj  law,  at  a  few 
fanpoitaat  pq^its,  of  offloes  for  the  deposit  and  dis- 
banemoifc  cf  mm  portiooB  of  the  pabUc  rereDoe  u 
cannot,  vitli  obTioos  safety  and  oonveoience,  be  Itit 
ia  tbe  possaadon  of  the  collecting  officers  until  paid 
OTer  b7  them  to  the  public  creditortL  KMAer  the 
amounts  retained  in  their  hands  nor  tiiose  depouted 
in  tbe  offices,  would,  in  an  ordinary  condition  of  the 
rerenue,  be  lai^er  in  most  cases  than  those  often 
tmder  the  control  of  dJaboraing  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  and  m^^t  be  made  entirely  safe,  by  requir- 
ing sadi  secnriti^  and  ezttcUng  such  controllhig 
Buperriuon,  as  Coi^;ress  may  by  law  prescribe.  The 
[Hinc^pal  officers  whose  appointments  would  become 
necessary  tmder  this  plan,  taking  the  largest  nomber 
aoggested  by  the  Secretary  of  uie  Treasury,  would 
not  exceed  ten ;  nor  tbe  additional  expenses,  at  the 
aame  estimate,  sixty  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  obllntion  of  those 
wbo  are  intrusted  with  tbe  aflbus  (tf  Goremment,  to 
eondact  them  with  as  little  cost  to  the  nadon  as  is 
coneistent  with  the  poblic  interest ;  and  it  is  for  Con- 
gress,  and  ultimately  for  the  people,  to  decide  whether 
the  t^efits  to  be  derived  from  keeping  our  fiscal  con- 
oems  qwrt  and  severing  the  connection  which  has 
hitherto  existed  betwe^  the  Government  and  banks, 
oflfar  snffletent  advantBges  to  justify  the  necessary  ex- 
peneea  If  the  olject  to  be  accomplished  is  deemed 
unportant  to  ibo  future  welfare  of  tiie  country,  I  can- 
not allow  myself  to  believe  that  the  addition  to  the 
public  expenditure  of  comparatively  so  small  an 
rasoont  as  will  be  necessary  to  effect  it,  will  be  ob- 
Jeoted  to  by  ttie  people. 

U  will  be  Been  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, herewith  oonuDonicated,  that  the  fiscal  a^ira 

that  Department  have  been  successfully  conducted 
^ce  May  last  upon  the  principle  of  dealhie  only  in 
the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  and  that  it 
needs  no  legislation  to  maintain  its  credit,  and  fadl- 
itate  tbe  management  of  its  concerns ;  the  existing 
laws  being,  in  ute  opinion  of  that  officer,  ample  for 
those  oljecia. 

DUBeiiltiee  irill  doafaden  be  eneoootered  for  a  sea- 
eon,  and  increased  services  required  from  the  public 
flmctionaries ;  such  are  usually  inddent  to  the  com- 
mencement of  every  system,  but  they  will  be  greatly 
lessened  in  the  progress  of  its  operations. 

The  power  and  ioflnaice  supposed  to  be  connected 
with  the  custody  and  disbursement  ni  the  public 
moDey,  are  tniioa  on  which  the  public  ndnd  is  natu- 
taOy,  and  with  great  propriety,  pecnliariy  senutiva 
Vndi  has  been  niA  on  th«n,  in  reference  to  the 
proposed  separation  of  tbe  Government  fh>m  the 
banking  institutions ;  and  surely  no  one  can  object 
to  any  appeals  or  animadveraions  on  the  sulgect, 
which  are  consistent  with  facts,  and  evince  a  proper 
reqMOt  for  tbe  intdligence  of  ^  people.  IfadUef 
Xaslitnde  be  wowed  to  speak  for  himself  on 
wa&  a  point,  I  ean  tmly  say,  that  to  me  nothing 
would  be  more  acceptable  tlum  tbe  withdrawal  from 
the  Executive,  to  the  greatest  practicable  extent,  of 
all  concern  in  the  cuMody  and  disbursement  of  the 
pab&c  revenue ;  not  that  I  would  shrink  fh>m  any 
reqxHiribili^  oast  npon  me  by  the  duties  of  my  office, 
hot  became  Uii  my  firm  belief  that  its  c^wcity  for 
waefalnoBB  le  hi  no  degree  jmnnoted  by  the  posses- 
rioD  of  any  patronage  not  actually  neoeaaary  to  tbe 
BOTformance  of  those  duties.  But  under  our  present 
flWExtfOoTeranuBt,  the  taterrentloit  of  tbeaaooF 
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tive  officers  in  flie  custody  and  diMMueement  of  the 
public  money  seems  to  be  unavofdaMe ;  and  before 
i  t  can  be  admitted  that  the  infiuence  aiid  power  of 
the  Sxecotive  would  be  Increased  by  ^spemong  wtth 
the  agency  of  bonks,  the  nature  of  that  interventicn 
in  such  an  agency  moat  be  oarefhlly  r^arded,  and 
a  compariaoa  must  be  Insfltuted  between  its  extent 
in  the  two  cases. 

The  revenue  can  only  be  collected  by  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  mth  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  Tbo  publio  moneys,  in  the  first 
instance,  must,  therefore,  tn  all  cases,  pass  tiiroogb 
hands  adected  by  the  Ezeontive.  Other  olBcen  ap- 
pointed in  the  same  way,  or,  as  in  some  cases,  bj 
the  President  alone,  must  also  be  intrusted  with  them 
when  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  disbursemenL  It 
is  thus  Been  that  even  when  banks  are  employed,  the 
poblic  funda  must  twice  pass  through  the  hands  of 
Executive  officers. '  Besides  this,  me  head  of  tbe 
TrMSoiy  Department,  wbo  also  holds  office  at  the 
lrfeaaureofuieFftddent,and  some  other  officers  of 
the  same  department,  must  necessarily  be  invested 
with  more  or  less  power  in  the  selection,  c<»itina- 
ance,  and  superriaon  of  the  banks  that  may  be  em- 
ployed. The  question  is  then  narrowed  to  the  tao^ 
point,  whether,  in  tixo  intennediate  stage  between  ue 
collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  numey,  the 
agency  of  banks  is  necessary  to  avoid  a  daugCTons 
extension  of  Uw  patromige  and  infloence  at  the  Ex- 
ecutive ?  But  is  it  clear  that  the  connection  the 
Executive  with  powerful  moneyed  institutions,  capa- 
ble of  ministering  to  tbe  interests  of  men  in  points 
where  they  are  most  acceamble  to  corruption,  is  less 
liable  to  ibose,  than  his  constituticmal  agency  in  tbe 
^)pointment  and  control  of  the  few  pi^lio  officers 
reqmred  by  tiie  poposed  plan?  Will  the  publio 
money,  when  in  toeir  hands,  be  neceesarily  exposed 
to  any  improper  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive ?  Hay  it  not  be  hoped  that  a  prudent  fear  of 
public  jealousy  and  disapprobation,  in  a  matter  so 
peculiarly  exposed  to  them,  will  deter  him  from  any 
such  interference,  even  if  h^er  motives  be,  found 
in(q>erative  f  Hay  not  Congress  so  rcgulAo  by  law 
the  ^ity  of  those  officets,  and  sutyect  it  to  sodi 
BUperviaion  and  publidty,  aa  to  prevent  the  poriUl* 
ityof  a&TBeftoiis  abase  on  tbe  port  (tf  the  Executive  f 
and  is  were  equal  room  for  sudi  supervision  and 
publidty  in  a  connection  with  banks,  acting  under  the 
shidd  of  corporate  immunities,  and  conducted 
persona  irrespondUe  to  the.  Government  and  the 
people  r  It  is  bdiered  that  a  oonddonte  and  candid 
investigation  of  these  qnestionB  will  result  in  tiie  oon- 
viction  that  the  proposed  plan  Is  for  leas  liaUe  to  ob- 
jection, on  the  score  of  Executive  patrtmage  and 
control,  tiian  any  bonk  agency  that  bos  been,  or  can 
bCjdevised. 

With  these  views,  I  leave  to  Congrees  the  meas- 
ures neceaeary  to  r^ulote,  in  the  present  emergency, 
tbe  safe-keephig  and  transfer  of  the  publio  moneys. 
In  the  perfonnance  of  oonstituticmal  du^,  I  hm 
stated  to  them,  without  reserve,  the  result  at  my  own 
refiections.  ^e  sut^ect  Is  of  great  importance,  and 
one  on  wtdch  ve  can  scarcely  expect  to  be  as  united 
iu  sentiment  as  ne  are  in  interest  It  deserves  a  full 
and  free  disousdon,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  benefited 
by  a  di^madonato  comparison  of  opinifHiS.  Well 
aware  myself  of  tiie  dn^  of  reciprocal  coocesrion 
among  tlw  oo-OTdinate  bcanchea  of  the  OoTcmmen^ 
I  can  promise  a  reasonable  spirit  of  co-operation,  so 
&r  as  it  can  be  indulged  in  without  tiie  surrender  of 
ooostitirtioaiil  ot^eot^s,  idiidi  I  belieTe  tobe  w«IL 
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fimndad.  mtem  tint  maj  be  adi^ted  ahotild 
be  Bnijected  to  ue  Aillest  legal  proriston,  so  aa  to 
leaTO  tkothiog  to  the  Execntire  but  what  is  necea- 
HJF7  to  the  dbcbaige  of  the  duties  imposed  on  him ; 
and  wluterer  plui  may  tte  ultimately  established,  my 
own  part  shall  be  so  dischoiged  as  to  give  to  it  a  tail 
trial,  and  the  best  [»oq)ect«Biioceas. 

The  diaracter  of  the  fVinda  to  be  received  and  dis- 
boned  In  the  tiansacUona  of  the  Government,  like- 
wise demands  your  most  careful  coo^deratioo. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  those  who  firamed  and 
adopted  the  constitution,  having  In  immediate  view 
the  depredated  paper  of  the  confederacy— of  which 
five  hundred  dollars  in  paper  were,  at  times,  only 
eqoal  to  one  dollar  in  coin — intended  to  prevent  the 
recurreooe  of  abnllar  evils,  aofuat  least  aa  delated 
to  the  transactions  of  the  new  Government.  They 
gave  to  Ccmgress  eipreas  powers  to  coin  money,  and 
to  regulate  the  value  thereof  and  of  foreign  coin ; 
they  refused  to  give  it  power  to  establish  corpora- 
tions— the  agents  then,  as  now,  chiefly  employed  to 
create  a  paper  currency ;  they  prohitnted  the  States 
from  making  any  thing  but  gcud  and  diver  a  legal 
tender  in  payment  of  debts ;  and  the  first  Coiwress 
directed,  by  po«tivo  law,  that  the  revenue  shoi^  be 
received  in  nothing  bot  gold  and  silver. 

Public  exigency  at  the  outset  of  Uie  Govermnent, 
without  direct  legislative  authority,  led  to  the  use  of 
banks  as  fiscal  aids  to  the  Treasury.  In  admitted 
deviation  from  the  law,  at  the  same  period,  and 
under  tiie  same  exigency,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treoft- 
ury  recdved  their  notes  in  payment  of  duties.  The 
Bole  ground  on  which  the  practice,  thus  commenced, 
was  then,  or  has  sincVbeen  justified,  is  the  certain, 
immediate,  and  convenient  exchange  of  such  notes 
for  specie.  The  Government  did  indeed  receive  the 
inconvertible  notes  of  State  banks  during  the  diffi- 
fmlties  of  war ;  and  the  community  Bubmittcd  with- 
out a  murmur  to  the  unequal  taxation  and  mnlti^ied 
evils  ot  which  such  a  course  was  productive.  With 
tiie  war,  this  indulgence  ceased ;  uid  the  banks  were 
obliged  again  to  redeem  their  notes  in  gold  and  ulver. 
The  Treasury,  in  accordance  with  previous  practice, 
continued  to  dispense  with  the  currency  required  by 
tbe  abt  of  1789,  and  took  the  notes  of  banks.  In  full 
oonfidenoe  of  their  being  paid  in  specie  on  demand ; 
and  Coi^resi^  to  guard  against  the  slightest  violation 
of  this  principle,  have  declared,  by  law,  that  if  notes 
are  paid  in  the  transactions  of  Uie  GoTemmeut,  It 
must  be  under  such  circnmatancca  as  to  etuHAo  the 
holder  to  convert  them  into  epeeie  without  depreda- 
tion or  delay. 

Of  my  own  duties  under  the  existing  laws,  when 
the  bai^  subtended  spede  payments,  I  could  not 
doubt  Directions  were  immediately  f^veo  to  pre- 
vent  the  reception  Into  the  Treasury  of  any  tMng 
but  ^d  and  rilver  or  Its  equivalent;  and  every 
practicable  artbngement  was  made  to  preserve  the 
public  faith  by  similar  or  equivalent  payments  to  the 
public  creditots.  The  revenue  from  lands  had  been 
for  Bome  time  substantially  so  collected,  under  the 
order  isBoed  by  the  directions  of  mj  predecessor. 
The  effects  of  that  order  had  been  so  nlutary,  and 
Its  fcffecaat  in  r^ard  to  the  increadng  insecurity  of 
bank  paper  had  become  so  apparent,  that,  even  be- 
fore the  catastrophe,  I  had  resolved  not  to  interfere 
.with  its  operation.  Congress  is  now  to  decide 
irtiethn-  the  revenue  shall  continue  to  be  so  cdlected 
or  not. 

Hie  reoeipts  into  the  Treasury  of  bank  notes  not 
redeoBMd  in  specie  on  demand,  wHl  not,  I  presume, 


be  sanctioned.  It  would  destroy,  withont  tb«  ezcoso 
of  war  or  pubUe  distress,  that  Quality  of  Imports, 
and  identity  of  oommeroial  rqpilation,  which  lie  at 
the  foundation  of  our  confedency,  and  would  offer 
to  each  State  a  direct  temptation  to  increase  its  for- 
eign trade  by  depreoiUing  the  cuiiency  received  for 
duties  in  Its  porta.  8u<£  a  proceeding  would  also, 
in  a  great  degree,  frustrate  the  policy,  so  b^ily  cher- 
ished, of  infusing  into  our  circulation  a  &ger  pro- 
portion of  the  precious  metals ;  a  policy  the  wisdom  of 
which  none  can  doubt,  though  there  may  be  difierent 
opinions  as  to  the  extent  to  which  it  should  be  car- 
ried. Its  results  have  been  already  too  auspicious, 
and  its  success  is  too  dosely  interwoven  with  the 
future  {ffosperity  of  the  country,  to  permit  us  for  a 
momeid  to  conteomlate  its  abandonment  We  have 
seen,  under  its  iDfluence,  oijr  spetae  augmented  bo- 
yond  dgfaty  n^ons ;  our 'coinage  increased  so  as  to 
make  uat  of  gold  amount,  between  August,  1834t, 
and  December,  1886,  to  ten  millions  of  dollars ;  ex- 
ceeding  the  whole  coinage  at  the  mint  during  the 
thirty-one  previous  years.  The  prospect  of  further 
improvement  continned  without  abatement  until  the 
moment  of  the  suqienaion  of  specie  payments.  Ibis 
politnr  has  now.  Indeed,  been  suddenly  checked,  but 
IS  atiU  far  from  being  overthrown.  Amidst  all  con- 
fiicting  theories,  one  position  is  undeniable :  the 
precious  metals  will  invariably  di6i^>pear  when  there 
ceases  to  be  a  necesuty  for  their  use  as  a  drculating 
medium.  It  was  in  strict  accordance  with  this  truths 
that  whilst,  In  the  month  of  May  last,  they  were 
everywhere  seen,  and  were  current  for  aU  ordlnazj 
purposes,  they  dinvpeared  from  drculation  the  mo- 
ment the  payment  of  epede  was  refused  by  the 
banks,  and  Uie  community  tacitiy  agreed  to  dis- 
pense with  its  employment.  Their  puce  was  sup- 
plied by  a  currency  exduuvely  of  paper,  and,  in 
many  cases,  of  the  worst  description.  Alreadjr  are 
the  bank  notes  now  In  drculation  greatiydeprecuted, 
and  tiiey  fluctuate  in  value  between  one  pUce  and 
another :  thus  ^iininiaWng  and  n'«vi"g  uncertain  the 
worth  of  property  and  the  price  of  labor,  and  fidliaa 
to  subserve,  except  at  a  heavy  loss,  the  purposes  tn 
buaneas.  With  each  succeeding  day  the  metalUo 
currency  decreases ;  by  some  it  is  hoarded  In  the 
natural  fear  that,  once  parted  with,  it  cannot  be  re- 
placed ;  while  by  otben  It  la  diverted  from  its  more 
legitimate  uses,  for  the  sake  of  gain,  ^ould  Con- 
gress sanction  this  oondition  of  things,  by  making 
irredeemable  paper  money  recdvable  in  [tayment  of 
public  dues,  a  t^porary  check  to  a  wise  and  salutary 
policy  will,  in  dl  probability,  be  converted  into  its 
absolute  destruction. 

It  is  true  that  bank  notes  actually  convertitde  into 
spede  may  be  received  in  payment  of  the  revenue, 
without  bemg  liable  to  all  tbeso  otyections,  and  that 
sndi  a  course  may,  to  some  extent,  promote  individ- 
ual  convenience ;  an  object  dways  to  be  considered 
where  it  does  not  conflict  irith  the  prindples  of  our 
Government  or  the  generd  welfare  of  the  country. 
If  such  notes  only  were  received,  and  dways  imder 
drcumstances  dlowing  tfieir  eariy  ]H«8entation  for 
payment,  and  If^  at  short  and  fixed  periods,  they 
were  converted  htto  epetde,  to  be  kept  by  the  officers 
of  the  Treasury,  some  of  the  most  serious  obstacles 
to  their  reception  would  periiaps  be  removed.  To 
retain  the  notes  in  the  Treasury  would  be  to  renew, 
under  another  form,  the  loans  of  public  money  to  the 
banks,  and  the  evils  consequent  thereon. 

It  is,  however,  a  nustaken  impressioa,  that  any 
I  large  amount  <d  tpedo  Is  required  for  public  p^r- 


BSBATXS  07  COmSSBB, 

Ptmdme*  lUmga. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Sbhaxk.] 

meats.  Of  the  Beren^  or  eJgh^  mUUonfl  now  CBtl- 
mated  to  be  in  the  coonlry,  tea  millions  would,  be 
abundantly  sufficient  for  Hat  porpose,  proTided  an 
secQfflulation  of  a  large  amount  of  revenue,  beyond 
the  necessary  vanta  of  the  Oovemment,  be  hereafter 
prevented.  If  to  these  conmderBtionB  be  added  the 
ftcllities  which  will  arise  from  enabling  ihe  Treasury 
to  satisfy/be  public  creditors,  by  its  drafts  or  notes 
teedved  in  payment  of  the  pnUlo  does,  it  may  be 
safely  asBomed  tbat  no  motire  of  couTenience  to  the 
oHIxen  requires  the  reception  of  bank  paper. 

To  say  that  the  refusal  of  paper  money  by  the 
Goremment  introduces  an  uqjust  discrimination  be- 
tween the  currency  received  by  it,  and  that  used  by 
IndlndualB  |n  Uieir  ordinary  afhhrs,  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, to  Tieir  it  in  a  very  erroneous  liriit.  The  con- 
■tftation  pndilUta  the  States  from  nuSing  any  thing 
bQt  gold  and  diver  a  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts, 
and  thus  secures  to  every  citizen  a  right  to  demand 
payment  in  the  legel  currency.  To  provide  by  law 
that  ^e  GoTcmment  will  only  receive  its  dues  In 
gold  and  diver,  ia  not  to  confer  on  it  any  peculiar 
privilege,  but  merely  to  place  it  on  an  equality  with 
the  citizen,  by  reserving  to  it  a  right  secured  to  him 
by  the  constitution.  U  is  doubtiess  for  this  reason 
^t  the  principle  has  been  sanctioned  by  successive 
laws,  from  the  time  of  the  first  Congress  under  the 
constitution  down  to  the  last.  Such  precedents, 
never  objected  to,  and  proceeding  irom  sodt  Boorcefl, 
•fibrd  a  deddve  answer  to  the  Imputation  of  In- 
equality or  ixjustioe. 

But,  in  fact,  the  measure  is  one  of  restrictioii,  not 
of  &TOr.  To  forbid  tiie  public  agent  to  tecdve  in 
pigment  any  other  than  a  eert^  und  <^  money,  is 
to  refuse  him  a  discretion  possessed  by  every  dtlzen. 
It  may  be  left  to  those  who  have  the  managmnent  of 
tbeir  own  transactions,  to  make  their  own  terma ; 
bat  no  Bodi  discretion  should  be  given  to  him  who 
acts  merely  as  an  agent  of  the  people,  who  la  to 
collect  what  Ae  kv  requires,  and  to  pay  the  4>pro- 
priations  it  makes.  When  bank  notes  ai0  redeemed 
on  demand,  there  is  then  no  diacrimination  hi  reality, 
for  the  intUvidnal  who  receives  them  may,  at  his 
option,  substitute  the  spede  for  them;  he  takes 
them  from  convenience  or  choice.  When  they  are 
not  so  redeemed,  it  will  scarcely  be  contended  that 
Adr  reodpt  and  payment,  by  a  public  officer,  should 
be  permitted,  thmt^  none  deny  that  right  to  an  hi- 
^vidnal ;  If  it  were,  the  effect  wonld  be  most  biju- 
rious  to  the  public,  since  their  officer  could  midce 
none  of  those  arrangements  to  meet  or  guard  against 
the  depredation,  which  an  Individual  Is  at  liberty  to 
do.  Nor  can  inconvenience  to  the  community  be 
alleged  as  an  otjection  to  such  a  r^ulation.  Ita 
object  and  motive  are  tbeir  convenience  and  wel- 
fare. 

If,  at  B  moment  of  dmultaneoos  end  unexpected 
watpvaSoa,  by  the  banks,  it  adds  sometlung  to  the 
many  embarrassments  of  that  proceeding,  yet  these 
are  far  overbalanced  by  its  direct  tendency  to  pro- 
diioe  a  wider  circulation  of  gold  and  silver,  to  in- 
erease  Ihe  safety  of  bank  paper,  to  improve  the 
goieral  currency,  and  thus  to  prevent  altogether 
Bocfa  occnrrencea,  and  tiie  other  and  for  greater  evils 
that  attend  fliem. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  questioned,  whether  it  is  not 
for  the  interest  of  the  banks  themselves  that  the 
Oovemment  should  not  recdve  thdr  paper.  They 
would  be  conducted  witii  more  caution,  and  on 
sofflider  principles.    By  using  specie  only  in  ita 
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transactions,  the  Government  would  create  a  demand 
fbr  it,  which  would,  to  a  great  extent,  prevent  ila  ex- 
portation, and,  by  keeping  it  in  circiumon,  maintain 
a  broader  and  safer  basis  for  the  paper  currency. 
That  the  banks  would  thus  be  rendered  more  sound, 
and  the  commumty  more  safe,  cannot  admit  of  a 
doubt 

The  foregomg  views.  It  seems  to  me,  do  Imt  fiurly 
carry  oat  tito  provisions  of  the  federal  conslltatioit 
ia  reli^on  to  the  currency,  as  far  aa  relates  to 
public  revenue.  At  the  tUno  tliat  instrument  was 
framed,  there  were  but  three  or  four  banks  In  the 
United  States ;  and  had  the  extenaon  of  the  banking 
system,  and  the  evils  growing  out  of  it,  been  foreseen, 
they  would  probably  have  been  specially  guarded 
against  The  same  policy  which  led  to  the  prohibi- 
tion (^UIls  credit  Dy  we  States,  would,  doubtless, 
in  that  event,  have  also  interdicted  their  Issue  as  a 
currency  in  any  other  form.  The  constitution,  how- 
ever, contains  no  such  prohibition ;  and,  since  the 
States  have  exercised  for  nearly  half  a  century  the 
power  to  regulate  the  busineEs  of  banking,  it  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  it  will  be  abandoned.  The  whole 
matter  ia  now  under  discussion  before  the  proper 
tribunal — the  people  of  the  States.  Never  before 
has  the  public  mind  been  so  thorouglily  awakened  to 
a  proper  sense  of  its  importance ;  never  has  the  sub- 
ject, in  ell  Its  bearings,  been  submitted  to  so  search- 
ing an  inquiry.  It  would  be  distrusting  the  mtelli- 
genca  and  virtue  of  the  people  to  doubt  the  speedy 
and  effici^t  adoption  of  such  measures  of  reform  as 
the  public  good  demands.  All  that  can  ri^ttfiilly  be 
done  by  the  federal  Goremmyt  to  promote  tiie  ac- 
complishment of  that  important  otgect,  will,  with- 
out doubt,  be  performed. 

In  the  mean  time,  It  is  our  duty  to  provide  all  the 
remedies  against  a  depreciated  paper  currency  wbidi 
the  constitution  enables  us  to  ^ord.  The  IVeasuij 
Department,  on  several  former  occasions,  has  sog- 
eested  the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  amfimn 
law  concerning  bankruptdes  of  corporations,  and 
other  bankers.  Ttirough  the  instrumentality  of  sudi 
a  law,  a  salutary  check  may  doubtless  be  imposed  on 
the  issues  of  paper  money,  and  an  efibctnal  remedy 
given  to  the  dtizen  in  a  way  at  onoe  equal  In  aU 
parts  of  the  Union,  and  fUly  authorized  by  the  om- 
stitution. 

The  indulgence  granted  by  executive  authorf^  in 
the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties  has  been  alrmy 

mentioned.  Seeing  that  the  Immediate  enforcement 
of  these  obligations  would  subject  a  large  and  hi^y 
respectable  portion  of  our  dtizens  to  great  sacrifices, 
and  believing  that  a  temporary  postponement  conld 
be  made  without  detriment  to  other  interests  and 
with  increased  certainty  of  ultimate  payment,  I  did 
not  heritate  to  comply  with  the  request  tint  was 
made  of  me.  The  terms  allowed  arc,  to  the  fiiU 
extent,  as  liberal  as  any  that  are  to  be  found  in  the 
practice  of  the  Executive  Department.  It  remains 
for  Congress  to  decide  whether  a  furtiier  postpone- 
ment may  not  with  propriety  be  allowed ;  and,  if  so, 
their  legation  apon  we  sntjeot  Is  re^ectfully  in> 
vited. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will 
exhibit  the  condition  of  these  debts ;  the  extent  and 
effect  of  the  present  mdulgence ;  the  probable  result^ 
of  its  further  extension  on  the  state  of  the  Treasury  ;* 
and  eyery  other  fact  necessary  to  a  ttitt  consideratitm 
of  the  subject.  Smilar  intbrroation  ia  communicated 
in  regard  to  such  depositories  of  the  public  moneys 
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M  uo  indebted  to  tbe  OoTernment,  in  order  th&t 
Ctammvmjailaotdoft      ^tapur meuan*  tan- 

The  receipts  and  expendituns  fw  die  flrat  half  cf 
the  Tear,  and  an  estimate  of  those  f<»  the  residae, 
will  be  laid  before  70a  b;  tlw  SeoretaiT  of  the  Treae- 
vof.  In  his  report  of  December  lut,  it  was  eeti- 
mated  that  the  ottrrent  reo^>li  would  fall  ihort  of 
the  expenditures  bj  aboat  duM  miUiona  of  dollars. 
It  will  be  Men  that  the  diflbrenoe  will  be  muoh 
gtetter.  This  ia  to  be  attributed  not  only  to  the 
oeeoitence  4^  greater  peooniaiy  embairaBsments  in 
the  boflineaB  of  the  country  thin  those  which  were 
then  ivedicted,  and,  consequently,  a  greater  dimina- 
tion  In  the  rerenne,  but  also  to  the  fact  tiiat  die  ap- 
proprialiona  exceeded,  by  nearly  six  millions,  the 
•moBttt  wUch  was  asked  for  in  the  estimates  tban 
'Mbmitted.  Tbe  suia  neoeesary  for  the  sorrioe  of  the 
year,  beyond  the  laobshle  reoapta,  and  the  amoont 
which  it  wss  Intended  should  be  reserred  In  the 
^beasai7  at  the  commenoement  of  the  year,  will  be 
about  six  millions.  If  tlie  whole  of  the  reserved 
bahuuM  be  not  at  once  applied  to  the  current  expen- 
ditures, but  four  millions  be  still  kept  in  the  Ireas- 
UT,  as  aaemg  moat  expedient,  for  the  luei  of  the 
mnit,  and  to  meet  onmngendea,  the  sum  needed 
will  be  tea  millions. 

In  making  this  esdmate,  the  receipts  are  calculated 
on  the  tuppodtaon  of  some  further  extension  f)i  the 
hidolgence  granted  in  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties, 
which  will  affect  the  amount  of  the  rerenue  for  the 
year  to  the  e^ent  at  two  and  a  half  nul- 

It  is  not  proposed  tS  procure  the  required  amount 
by  loans  or  increased  taxation.  There  are  now  in 
the  Treasury  nine  millions  three  famidred  and  nxty- 
seren  thousand  two  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars, 
directed  by  the  act  of  the  2Sd  of  June,  1839,  to  be 
deposited  with  tlie  States  in  Octolwr  next  Tide 
sum,  if  so  deposited,  will  be  sut^eet,  under  the  Uw, 
to  be  recalled,  if  needed,  to  defray  exisUng  appro- 
pfiaUons ;  and  as  It  is  now  evident  that  ttie  wAa, 
or  the  [whuipal  part  of  It,  will  be  wanted  tor  that 
poipoae,  it  app^EB  most  propw  that  tho  dqtoat 
should  be  withheld.  Until  the  amount  can  be  col- 
lected from  the  banks,  Treasury  notes  may  be'tem- 
poraiily  issued,  to  be  gradually  redeemed  as  it  is 
reodved. 

I  am  aware  that  tiiis  course  may  be  productive  of 
bjconvenience  to  many  of  the  States,  Relying  upon 
ibo  acta  of  Congress  wluch  held  out  to  them  tiie 
strong  probability,  if  not  the  certainty,  of  reoeiving 
this  InsUment,  tiiey  have  in  some  instances  adopted 
measores  with  whi(^  its  retention  may  sarionsly  in^ 
terfere.  That  smdi  a  condition  o(  thlna  diould  have 
oocoiTed,  ia  ouMdi  to  be  regretted.  It  is  not  the 
lesst  among  the  unfortunate  results  of  tbe  disMtari 
OC  tiie  UbuIl  auA  it  U  for  Cotq^ess  to  devise  a  flt 
remedy,  if  there  be  ona  The  money  Iwng  indis- 
pensable to  the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  upon  what  prindple  of  justice  or  expe- 
diency its  application  to  that  objeot  can  be  avoided. 
To  recall  any  portions  of  the  sums  already  deposited 
with  the  Btrtes,  would  be  mote  Inomvenlent  and  less 
•ffident.  To  burden  the  conntiT  iHth  Increased 
tazatikHi,  vhoi 'there  Is  in  Sua  a  large  surplus  rev- 
enoe,  would  be  unlust  and  unwise ;  to  raise  moneys 
by  loans  under  sura  drenmstanoea,  and  thus  to  00m- 
Bience  a  new  nationid  debt,  would  floaiMly  be  sano- 
tbmed  by  tbe  AsMrieiu  pei^de. 
.  The  plan  propaied  will  be  adeqoato  to  dl  ow 
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fiscal  <q>natioas,  during  die  remidndw  of  the  year. 
Should  it  be  adopted,  the  TreaAuy,  aided  by  the 
ample  reeoiiroea  of  the  oountry,  will  be  aUe  to  dls- 
chajve,  panotoaOy,  every  pecuniary  obligation.  For 
the  &tiire,  all  that  is  needed  will  be  that  oaadon  and 
forbearance  in  appn^Hiationa  which  the  diminution 
of  the  revenue  requires,  and  wfaidi  the  complete  ao- 
oon^Ushment  or  great  forwardness  of  many  expen. 
dve  national  ondertaUngs  renders  equally  oondMent 
with  prudence  and  patriotic  liberality. 

The  ineoeding  suggestions  and  recommendations 
are  aubmiUed,  in  the  belief  that  their  adoption  }jj 
Congrees  will  enaUe  the  Executive  Dep&rtment  to 
conduct  our  fiscal  concerns  with  success,  so  far  as 
dieir  management  has  been  committed  to  it.  Whilst 
the  objects,  and  the  means  proposed  to  attam  them, 
are  withm  its  oonstitutional  powers  and  wpnquiato 
dudes^  th^  will  at  the  same  dme,  it  is  bopMl,  bj 
dieir  nnnniwsTj  operation,  aflbrd  essential  aid  in  the 
transaction  of  individual  oonoerDa,  and  thus  yield 
relief  to  the  people  at  laige  in  a  form  adnted 
to  the  notttre  of  our  Govenmunt  Tboee  who  look 
to  tlie  action  of  this  Government  for  cpeoflo  aid  to 
the.  dtizena  to  relieve  embairassmente  artuiw  from 
losses  revuUoia  fai  eonuneioe  KtA  oredn,  lose 
Bight  of  the  nhIs  for  wbloh  tt  wss  orsated,  and  tbo 
powers  with  which  it  is  clothed.  It  was  established 
to  give  security  to  us  ail,  in  our  lawfUl  apd  hooomble 
puraoits,  under  die  lasting  saf^piard  of  republican  In- 
stitutions. It  was  not  intended  to  ccmfer  Bpcoial 
favws  on  individuah^  or  on  any  classes  of  them ;  to 
creato  systems  of  agrioultore,  manufacture*,  or  trade ; 
or  to  epgase  in  them,  dther  separately  or  in  oon- 
nectimi  wi£  individual  ddxaus  or  oinntied  assodsf 
tiona.  If  its  operations  were  to  be  directed  for  the 
benefit  of  any  one  dass,  eqtuvaloit  favors  must,  in 
justioe,  be  extended  to  die  rest ;  and  the  attempt  to 
bestow  Buoh  &vot8  with  an  equal  hand,  or  even  to 
select  those  who  should  most  deserve  them,  would 
never  be  socoeesful.  All  commonitips  are  apt  to  look 
to  Qovemment  for  too  much.  Even  in  onr  own 
oountry,  where  its  powers  and  duties  are  so  stridtly 
lunlted,  we  are  prone  to  do  so,  emedally  at  period! 

sudden  embairassments  and  distresa.  Bnt  this 
ought  not  to  be.  Tbe  framers  of  oar  excellent  oon- 
stitud(»i,  and  the  peofde  who  approved  it  with  calm 
and  sagscioiM  ddibenUi<m,  acted  at  the  time  on  a 
aoondw  pBind^Sb  Tbej  wisely  jn^ed  dutt  the  lesi 
GoTemiMiit  mterfaes  widi  prmto  poranits,  the 
better  for  general  proqterity.  It  is  not  its  l^timato 
otyect  to  'make  men  rich,  or  to  repair,  by  direct 
grants  of  m<mey  or  i^pslation  in  lavor  of  particular 
pursuits,  losses  not  incnned  in  the  public  servioe. 
This  would  be  substantially  to  use  the  property  Of 
some  for  the  benefit  of  odiers.  But  its  real  duty-~ 
that  duty  the  perfwmance  of  which  makes  a  good 
Oovenment  the  most  precious  ot  human  bleesiDg*— 
is  to  enact  and  enfivee  a  ^yston  of  general  laws  omn- 
msDsurate  with,  but  not  exceeding,  the  otgects  of  its 
eetabliahment,  and  to  leave  every  dtizen  and  every 
interest  to  reu>,  under  its  bmign  protection,  the  re> 
wards  of  virtufe,  industry,  and  prudence. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  on  this,  as  on  all  tfmHar  00- 
eastonsb  tbe  Ftedoal  OoTeninent  will  find  its  ageoey 
most  condoolve  to  tbe  seonii^  and  h^piness  ot 
tbe  people,  when  limited  to  the  exercise  of  iUeon- 
eeded  powers.  In  never  assoniag,  even  for  a  well- 
meant  ol^Ject,  such  powers  as  were  not  designed  to 
be  conferred  upon  it,  we  shall  in  reality  do  most  for 
the  gnnaral  welAwa.  To  avoid  every  onnecessa^ 
bHanbteiioa  wUi  tbe  pmuto  ot  tbe  otiieis  w 
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resolt  In  more  ben^t  than  to  adopt  meworei  wUdi 
OOoId  only  assist  limited  interests,  and  are  eagerlj, 
bot  perhaps  natatallT,  sought  for,  under  the  pre*- 
nre  of  temporary  circomstances.  If,  therefore,  I 
r^^  from  suggesting  to  Oongress  any  spedflo 
{dan  for  regolatin^  the  exchanges  of  tlw  eoantry, 
rdieviog  mercantile  embarrassments,  or  interfer- 
ing WW  the  or^naiT  <^>erathnis  of  foreign  or 
domeatte  oommene,  it  is  from  a  emrliMlui  th^ 
nwh  measures  are  not  within  tho  consUtntimial 
prorinee  of  the  Qeneral  QoTemment,  and  tliat  thdr 
adoption  would  not  promote  the  real  and  penna> 
iwnt  weUkre  of  those  they  might  be  derigned  to 
aid. 

The  difficulties  and  diBtressea  of  the  times, 
tiiough  unquestionably  great,  are  limited  in  their 
extent,  and  cannot  be  regarded  as  affecting  the 
permanent  prosperity  of  the  nation.  Arisbg,  in  a 
mat  degrtty  from  the  transactions  of  fbrdgn  and 
domestic  commerce,  it  is  upon  tlwm  that  tlkeyluTe 
chiefly  fallen.  The  great  agriooltural  interest  has, 
in  many  parts  of  tiie  country,  sofibred  compar- 
atiTely  little ;  and,  as  if  Froridenoe  intended  to 
display  the  mudfloenoe  of  ita  coodness  at  th« 
aMHDont  of  onr  greatest  need,  and  In  Areet  oon- 
traat  to  tlie  otOs  oceasiODed  by  dw  waywardness 
of  man,  we  have  been  blessed  throughout  oar  ex- 
tended territory  with  a  season  of  general  health 
and  of  uncommon  fhUtfolness.  The  proceeds  oS 
onr  great  staples  wiU  soon  fbmisb  the  means  of 
Bqniatting  debts  at  borne  and  abroad,  and  con- 
tnbote  eqnalfy  to  the  revival  of  eonunerdat  activity, 
ud  the  restoration  of  conunerdal  credit.  The 
banks,  astabKabed  avowedly  for  its  anpport,  derfv> 
Ing  timr  profits  from  it,  and  resting  under  obbga- 
tiras  to  it  whidi  oannot  be  overiowed,  win  fed  at 
once  the  neeea^ty  and  Joadbe  of  nidting  their  ener- 
gies with  tlioee  of  the  mercantile  intweat.  The 
•aspendon  of  spede  payments,  at  soeh  a -time  and 
under  such  droumrtaocoa  as  we  have  lately  wit- 
Mosed,  eonld  not  be  otber  than  a  temporary 
measare;  and  we  can  aearody  err  In  bdieviog  that 
the  period  must  soon  arrive  when  aB  that  are  aol- 
vent  wQi  redeem  their  issues  ia  gold  and  diver. 
Dealings  abroad  naturally  depend  on  resources  and 
DToqierity  at  home.  If  the  debt  of  our  merchants 
nas  aoownolated,  or  tlidr  credit  is  Impaired,  these 
■fo  flootnatiani  always  Ineldent  to  oxtMutve  or  ex< 
travagant  mercandle  tnunaodom.  Bat  the  alti< 
walbt  aecnr^  of  such  obHgatimiB  does  not  admit  of 
qnestfon.  Aiey  are  guaranteed  by  the  resonrees 
OT  a  country,  tiie  frdta  of  whose  industry  aJford 
abundant  means  of  ample  Hquid^ion,  and  by  the 
evident  interest  of  every  meidMnt  to  sustain  a 
credit,  liitherto  Iiigh,  by  ftompOj  i^^g  these 
means  for  its  preservation, 

I  deej^  regret  that  erenta  baTO  oeoured  wUdi 
Mqntre  meto  askyooreonriderationof  aoehniioas 
topics.  I  could  have'wiihed  tliat,  in  making  my 
ilrat  eommnnlcation  to  tiie  assembled  Represent- 
atives of  my  country,  I  had  nothing  ^to  dwell  qpon 
but  the  history  of  her  unalloyed  prosperity,  nnee 
It  ia  otherwise,  we  can  only  feel  more  deeply  the 
seaponribDity  of  the  respective  trusts  tliat  have 
be«i  cMflded  to  us,  an<L  under  the  preasnre  of 
difficulties,  unite  in  hivoking  the  guidance  and  Ud 
of  the  Supreme  Buier  of  nations,  and  in  laboring 
with  zealous  resolution  to  overomne  the  Afflonltiea 
by  which  we  are  environed. 

It  is,  under  snoh  ttimimiirtanTmir,  a  high  gratiflca^ 
ttoB  to  know,  by  loos  experleMe^  thai  we  aet  for  ft 
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people  to  whom  the  troth,  however  mmromldng, 
can  always  be  spoken  withaafoty;  forne  trial  of 
whose  patriotism  no  emergency  Is  too  severe,  and 
who  are  sure  never  to  desert  a  pnUle  fonetionary 
honestiy  laboring  for  the  pobUc  good.  It  nirnwa 
just  that  they  should  receive,  wiuout  delay,  any 
aid  in  their  embarrassments  wUch  your  denbera- 
tiona  ean  alford.  Comii^  dlrectiy  flnom  tbe  midst 
of  them,  and  knowing  the  eonne  of  events  inevei7 
section  of  onr  eount^,  from  you  may  best  beleun^ 
ed  as  wen  the  extent  and  nature  these  embar^ 
rassmenta,  aa  the  most  desirable  measutea  of  relte£ 
I  am  aware,  however,  that  it  is  not  prcmer  to 
detdn  you,  at  present,  longer  than  may  be  de- 
manded by  the  spedal  objects  for  wliich  you  a» 
convened.  To  them,  therefore,  I  have  confined 
my  communication;  and,  boHevteg  it  wiU  not  be 
your  own  widi  now  to  extend  your  deUbvatfone 
beytmdtiiem,  I  reaarvetOltbeumpeifoditf  your 
annual  meetiiw  tliat  mnml  infonnalion  on  tin 
state  of  the  Udon  wUdi  the  «ionatttutlOT  leqdm 
meto  give. 

X.  VAN  BUBKM. 

WASHiHaTOii,  SepL  4,  1887. 

JSr,  yfrnoBT  moved  the  printing  ot  S^OOO 
oopioB  of  the  Message,  and  1,600  of  the  acoom* 
panying  doonments. 

Mr.  Out,  of  Eentoolcyy  said  he  rose  to 
seoond  the  moti<m  of  the  Senator  from  Nev 
York  (Mr.  Wbiobt)  to  print  an  extra  number 
of  oopies  of  the  Message.  He  should  indeed 
have  no  objection  to  pnbliahing  dooble  or  triple 
the  number  propoaeo,  if  it  were  convenient  to 
distribute  them.  He  had  aocomplisbed  the 
sole  pnrpose  for  vhlch  he  had  risen;  bat 
while  he  was  npj  he  could  not  forbear  saying 
that  after  attentivelT  listening  to  the  reaioing 
of  this  Message,  he  felt  the  dmpeit  regret  that 
the  Frerident  eatert^biing  radi  yvrm,  and 
proposing  men  a  plan  for  the  TeSef  of  ths 
country,  aa  he  had  presented,  had  deoned  It 
his  do^  to  call  an  extra  session  of  OongreM  it 
this  tnoonTenient  period  of  the  year. 

Mr.  BuOHAVAN  said  he  did  not  rise  to  expreas 
•ny  opinion  or  to  enter  into  any  dtscossion. 
"Snffioient  for  the  day,"  said  he,  "is  the  evil 
thereof."  But  it  was  his  wish  to  increase  the 
nombw  of  o(^iee  to  be  printed  from  five  thou- 
sand to  ten.  He  thought  the  fonner  number 
too  (onall  for  his  proportion  of  it  to  satuiy  the 
demand  of  his  constitaeDts, 

Mr.  Wbioht  waa  readj  to  accept  the  propor- 
tion sa  ft  modifioatiim  of  his  or^^nal  mouon, 
and  did  eo. 

The  qnesHon  an  printing  ten  thooaand  vai 
thtti  pot  and  carriecC 


MonsAT,  September  11. 

The  Ohaik  stated  the  order  of  the  day  to  be 
the  elecUon  of  a  Secretary  of  the  Senate; 
whereupon,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
Secretary,  and  at  the  first  ballot  Asbdbx  Bioe- 
nm,  Eaq.,  reoMved  89  votes  out  of  40,  and  was 
declared  duly  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Obusbt,  Hao  Senate  then 
prooeedod  to  the  eleotien  of  Chaplain;  when. 
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after  four  baUatiiig&  the  namber  of  oandidatea 
being  twentr-one,  uie  Bev.  Mr,  Suras,  d  the 
Ketho^  Ohnroh,  Qeo^;etown,  reedvM  a  ma- 
Aaitv  of  the  TotM^  and  was  dacHared  dulj 
eleeted. 

£^ortJirom      Oommittte  on  Fmatue. 

Vr.  Wsiosr,  chairman  of  tiie  Committee  on 
Unanoe,  to  which  was  referred  that  part  of  the 
Hessage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
relating  to  tiie  dtatriboUon  d  the  snrpliu 
revenue,  and  other  matters,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  postponement  of  tiie  fonrUi  instalment  of 
the  deposit  to  the  States  till  farther  provision 
therefor  by  law.  Hr.  W.  said  that,  as  the 
lime  tiie  committee  had  was  but  ahovt  he 
BhonU  now  nwdj  nooH  the  above  Ull,  wfaioh 
be  wonld  man  to  m  read  a  flnt  time,  and 
ordered  to  a  seocmd  readl&g^  vtth  a  ^w  to 
take  It  np  to-monov;  wben  he  expected  the 
eonmtttee  wonld  be  alue  to  report  furthw. 

ICr.  OALHomr  seUd  he  hoped  this  bill  wonld 
Bot  be  presMd  so  rapidly.  It  was  dne  to  the 
Senate  to  have  the  wnole  sabjeot  befbre  them, 
and  he  therefore  hoped  that  this  bill  wonld  be 
suffered  to  rest  until  it  should  be  seen  what 
other  measures  the  oommittee  might  propose. 

Hr.  Wbbsteb  said  he  rose  to  express  a  wish 
that,  whether  the  measures  proposed  were  to 
be  considered  separately,  or  whether  th^  were 
to  be  CMuiderea  all  t<^ther,  they  might  be 
considered  and  decided  upon  with  all  the 
promptnesR  and  deqwtoih  ocHudstent  with  eon- 
ddnrate  leoidatitm. 

The  Ul^  as  reported  by  Kr.  Wsiobi^  was 
flun  ordered  to  a  seooid  reading. 


TncsDiLT,  Septonber  IS. 
Iburth  InttaUnmt — Dttij/  Bonds, 

The  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of 
deposit  with  the  States  being  taken  up—  ■ 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hvbbabd,  the  fiirther  con- 
sideration of  It  was  post^Kmed  till  to-morrow. 


WxDHisDAT,  September  18. 

Vr.  TuGBT,  iVom  the  Committee  <m  Flaanee^ 
Tep<»ted  a  bill  anthtttisingthelsBueof  TMunry 
notes.  Read  a  first  tinw,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

[This  hill  authorizes  the  Issoe  of  Treasury 

notes  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  millions 

of  dollars,  and  of  denominatloDS  not  less  than 
$100,  and  provides  that  tlie  notes  be  redeemed 
by  the  United  States,  at  tiie  Treasnry,  after  one 
year  from  their  date,  to  t>ear  interest  for  the 
said  term ;  rate  of  interest  to  be  fixed  by  tlie 
Secretary,  not  to  exceed  per  cent  per 
annum ;  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to  be 
Mdemnly  pledged  fi>r  the  redemptton  of  uSA 
notes.  MbOj  that  the  notes  be  Mgned  by  tibe 
IVeaaurer  of  the  United  States,  sad  oonnter- 
dgned  by  ttie  Be^ster  of  the  l^ewuj ;  aepa- 


rate  accounts  of  the  number  signed  to  be  kept 
by  eaoh  officer  as  a  mutual  oheok.  These 
oiBoers  are  by  this  seolicai  also  anthwized  to 
employ  snob  additional  clerks  as  these  dntiee 
may  render  necessary ;  their  salary  to  be  fiud 
by  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasnry. 

Section  4th  authorizes  tiie  Sea«tary  to  issue 
these  notes  to  all  creditws  of  the  Umted  States 
who  choose  to  receive  them  at  par,  and  also  to 
borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  such  notes. 

Section  6th  enacts  that  such  notes  shsQ 
everywhere  be  reoeiTed  in  payment  of  all 
duties,  taxes,  &c.,  and  ftn*  public  lands. 

Section  Sth  nutkes  it  lelooy  to  counterfeit 
Bud  notes,  and  fixes  the  penalty  on  oouviotion.} 

Mr.  Wnieor,  firran  the  same  committee,  re- 
pMted  a  UU  aidluHrtdng  the  pottoonemait  of 
the  pi^moit  vi  dn^  wmds.  Or^mA  to  » 
second  reading. 

[This  bill  provides  that  the  extension  of 
credit  for  duties  now  outstanding  shall  be  ^ 
montlis  from  the  time  Hie  original  oond  became 
due ;  and  making  the  oondition  in  each  case  to 
depend  on  the  same  condidona  as  to  additional 
security,  interest,  &&,  prescribed  by  the  Treas- 
ury D^MTtment  to  the  extension  of  revenue 
bondfl  smoe  May ;  and  not  to  indode  any  bonds 
where  the  parties  have  not  given  additional 
seonritTf,  or  made  part  payment,  or  are  (by  the 
proper  officers  oi  the  Oovemment)  conridered 
mstuTent  or  unsalis  seoorify  for  their  bonds. 

Sertton  ad  jproTtdes  an  additional  ore^<rf 
six  months  granted  on  all  bonds  which  may  be 
given  during  tiie  period  one  year  from  and 
after  the  1st  of  IDotober,  1687.  Also,  that, 
where  the  security  in  any  bond  postponed  la 
sati^iuitory,  the  prinotpal  and  sureties  shall  not 
be  disabled  fnm  being  the  same  for  other 
bonds,  thon^  the  first  bond  be  not  yet  paid.] 

Mr.  WrnQHT  also  reported  from  the  same 
committee  a  bill  adjusting  the  renuunlng  olaimff 
on  the  late  deposit  banks;  which  was  also 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

[Section  1st  provides  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  be  anthorized  to  withdraw  the 

Snblic  moneys  remaining  in  any  of  the  late 
q>omt  banks,  In  as  ccmvenient  a  manner  to 
them  as  may  be  snitable  to  tlie  interests  <3X 
Govwnmeut  No  bank  havina  met^  ot  wtaMi 
shall  meet,  the  requisitions  of  ue  Dep«rbnen% 
to  pay  any  frtrther  interest  ttian  that  required 
by  the  depodt  act  of  S8d  June^  1886. 

Section  Sd  pro^des  that,  in  case  of  n^lecA 
or  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  banks  to  comply 
vrith  the  requisitions  of  the  Seoretatr  of  the 
Treasnry,  then  such  banks  shsll  be  sued  at  law, 
unless  bond  with  security  be  given,  providing 
for  payment  in  three  instalments:  the  first 
instalment  after  two  montlu  from  the  passage 
of  this  act :  the  second  after  five  months,  and 
the  remainder  after  eight  months  from  the  same 
period ;  interest  bdng  paid  at  the  rate  of  riz 
per  oent  per  annnm  frmn  tlie  time  of  deflmlty 
and  damages  to  be  pd^l  aoaruing  firom  protesta 
or  other  oaosee. 
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Thubsdat,  S«pteml>er  14. 
Financial  Affair*, 
Hr.  Wbiqht,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Finance, 

SK>rted  the  foUovlag  bills,  vhich  were  eeve- 
ly  read  and  orderedto  a  secood  reading : 
1.  A  bill  to  authorize  goods  and  merchazidlse 
to  be  deposited  in  the  pnblio  stores. 

[Tliia  nil  astbfvlzes  the  d«^>out  of  goods  in 
the  pnbUc  stores,  under  flie  reqnirite  precan- 
tiou.  allovlng  tiiem  to  be  transported  to  other 
diatrlob),  or  to  be  exported,  on  certidn  ooiidi- 
titms;  tobeB61d,lf  reqDMte,attbeen(lof  three 
years,  so  far  as  to  pay  the  dntiea,  storage,  and 
other  necessary  expenses.] 

8.  A  bill  imposing  additional  duties,  as  de- 
podtariea,  in  certain  oases,  on  pnblio  officers, 
oommouly  called  the  Diroroe  Bill. 

[This  bill  provides  for  the  receiving  and  safe- 
keej)ing  of  the  public  rerenne,  by  me  Tarious 
reoeiTing  offioera,  postmasters,  &c,  nntil  reon- 
laiiy  ,caUed  for  fay  the  Department  The  bill 
contains  many  details,  eq>eoial^  of  precantion, 
to  secure  the  fidthftalnen  of  cmons  baTing  the 
enstody  of  the  pnUie  money.] 

8.  Al^  torercAethediarterBof  BQclilMmks 
faitiie  District  of  OdnmUa  as  shall  not 
specie  payments  in  a  sped&ed  time:  and  for 
toe  suppression  of  small  notes  in  the  District. 

[This  bill  requires  the  payment  of  specie  on 
aU  notes  of  and  under  ten  doUars,  in  sixty  days 
from  the  date  of  the  Inll ;  and  on  all  notes  of 
a  larger  dencnnination,  in  rax  months.  It  pro- 
vides for  the  appointment  of  three  public  oom- 
misnoners,  in  case  of  ftiilore;  not  interrupting, 
faowerer,  the  doe  course  of  law.  It  forbids 
the  iestthig  of  notes  under  five  dollars;  and 
requires  that  within  thirty  days  all  notes  of 
individuals  and  private  con>orations,  under  five 
dollars,  riiall  be  nether  issned  nor  p&nedj  under 
the  pmalty  o!  a  fine  of  not  more  than  fiil^ 
dollarB  for  each  offence — one-half  to  the 
outor.  ^e  banks  to  ferfiftt  tiielr  ohartera  for 
mm-oomtdianoe  irith  the  provisionB  of  this 
bUL] 

Murth  iTOtaliMnt—Ihity  Bcmd*. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order  the  bill  to  poatpooe  the 
payment  of  the  fourth  inatafaaent  ef  the  depodts 
to  the  Stales. 

Hr.  KiLis  B«d :  Sir,  we  have  been  called 
here  at  an  extraordinary  emei^^t^,  when  the 
business  of  the  country  was  deranged,  and  the 
pnblio  mind  in  an  nnsettied  and  feverish  state ; 
the  expeotatiou  of  the  people  are  excited ;  the 
^jea  ot  the  whole  country  are  upon  vs.  At 
nch  a  time,  and  mider  sooh  drcnnurtanoea, 

£G«igreBs  cannot  remain  in  sesaion  witiiont  a 
rodigious  influence  for  good  or  for  evil ;  and 
e  greatly  feared  it  would  be  the  latter, 
llr.  WxBSTBB  then  rose,  and  said  tiiat  the 
importance  of  the  present  crisis  and  tiie  urgency 
of  thia  oooaaion  was  such  as  to  lead  him  earnestly 
to  desire  that  some  measures  of  adequate  relief 
might  oome  from  the  quarter  which  alone  had 
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the  power  to  effect  any  thing,  hy  the  mqjori^ 
it  commanded.  Uuoh  as  I  difier  from  tiiem, 
(said  Hr,  W.,)  I  would  be  glad  to  accept  any 
measure  of  substantial  relief  which  they  might 
bring  forward.  I  think,  sir,  I  see  such  a  necee* 
sity  for  relief  as  never  before,  within  my  recol- 
lection, has  existed  in  this  country,  and  I  regret 
to  be  obliged  to  say  that  the  meaaum  pn^oeed 
by  the  Predden^  in  his  llmaa^  to  Congrees, 
and  reitnnted  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treaauiy, 
in  his  report  to  the  same  body,  only  r^;ara 
one  object,  and  are,  In  their  tNtdmoy,  only 
directed  to  one  branch  of  partial  rdiel  The 
evils,  however,  under  which  the  community 
now  suffers,  (sud  Hr.  W,,)  though  related,  and 
of  the  same  fiunily,  are  yet  capable  of  distinct 
oonmderation.  In  the  first  place,  there  are  the 
wants  of  tiie  Treasmy,  arising  from  the  stoppage 
of  payments  and  the  falling  off  of  the  revenue. 
This  is  an  eixigenoy  requiring  the  condderati<m 
of  Congress ;  it  Is  an  evil  threatening  to  bos- 
pend  the  functions  of  at  least  one  department 
ot  the  Government  unless  it  be  remedied. 
Another  and  »  greater  evU  is,  the  prostratiim 
of  credit— the  mteiruption  brought  upon  all 
badneas  tranaaotiona,  aririnx  from  the  auspcn' 
don  of  aU  the  local  banlEa  throughout  the 
country,  with  some  few  and  trifling  exceptions. 
Henoe  has  proceeded  a  prostration  of  the  local 
currency,  and  a  serious  obstruction  and  diflElcultr 
thrown  in  tiie  jr&j  of  buying  and  selling.  A 
third  want  Is,  the  want  of  an  accredited  paper 
medium,  equal  to  specie,  having  equal  crrait 
over  all  parts  of  the  country,  capable  of  serving 
for  the  payment  of  debts  and  eairying  on  the 
internal  business  of  the  country  throughout  and 
between  the  different  and  distant  sectiouB  of 
this  great  Union.  These  three  evils,  though 
they  are  co-exlstoit  and  cognate  in  thar  bdnk 
cannot  be  met  by  the  same  measures  of  relirf. 
If  relief  is  riven  to  the  one,  it  does  not  follow 
that  you  WW  r^Heve  the  others ;  if  you  replen- 
ish the  Treasury,  and  thus  bring  a  remedy  to 
that  evU,  this  br^gs  no  relief  to  the  disordered 
currency.  And  i^ain :  if  the  local  currency 
is  relieved,  it  does  not  supply  the  other  want, 
namely,  that  of  auniversaUy  accredited  medium. 

I  shall  now  (oontinned  Hr.  W.)  confine  my- 
self to  a  few  remarks  on  the  bill  before  u^  and 
not  detain  the  Senate  longer  than  will  be 
strictly  necessary  to  give  a  plain  statement  of 
my  opinion. 

This  measure  is  proposed  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  wants  of  the  Government.  I  agree  that 
this  is  a  neoesaary  oUect ;  but  the  question  is^ 
irtiether  thia  bill  la  the  proper  mode  vt  nukiiw 
such  a  provialon.  I  do  not  tldnk  It  is,  though 
othera  may  think  diflbrently.  If  this  is  indeed 
the  best  mode,  I  should  widi  to  see  it  carried 
into  execution,  for  r^ef  ia  wanted  both  the 
Treasury  and  by  the  country,  but  first  and 
chiefly  by  the  country. 

I  do  not  say  that  by  the  law  providing  for 
this  deposit  the  States  have  any  fixed  right  to 
it ;  I  prefer  to  put  the  matter  entirely  on  the 
footing  <^  OQnvfuienoe  and  eqiedienoy ;  and 


IbttrA  ImaKAmmt   Duty  Bondt. 
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when  it  is  considered  what  ezpeotationa  have 
been  raised— that  thU  monej  naa  even  been 
already  disposed  of  in  advance  by  the  several 
States  for  different  purposes,  sooii  as  internal 
improvements,  edncation,  and  ot^er  great  ob- 
jects— it  becomes  a  question  of  expediency 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  si4>ply  the 
wants  of  the  Treasnry  by  other  means. 

Another  oonuderation  of  great  importanoe 
in  mj  view  is  thia :  There  are  already  many 
distnrbing  oaxues  in  operation,  agitating  the 
transactions  of  society  In  all  the  Tarioos  rami- 
fications of  bnsineas  and  oommeroe.  Now,  I 
would  aakj'  sir,  is  it  advisablei,  is  it  wise,  is  it 
even  politic,  to  introduce^  at  snch  a  time  as 
this,  another  great  distnrbuur  oanse,  producing 
a  reversed  action,  altering  the  destiny  of  this 
money,  overthrowing  contracts  now  entered 
ioto,  disappointing  expectations  raised,  disturb- 
ing, unsettling,  and  deranging  still  more  the 
already  deran^^  business  transactions  of  tiie 
whole  country  ?  I  would  a^  is  it  worth  while 
to  do  this  ?   I  think  not 

We  are  to  consider  tiiat  this  money,  accord- 
ing to  the  proviaons  of  the  existing  law,  is  to 
go  equally  among  all  the  States,  and  among  all 
the  people ;  and  tiie  wants  the  Treasury 
most  be  supplied,  if  supplies  be  neoessaiy, 
equally  by  all  the  people.  It  is  not  a  queation. 
therefore  whether  some  shall  have  money  and 
others  shall  make  good  the  deficiency.  All 
partake  in  the  distribution,  and  all  will  con- 
tribute to  the  supply.  80  that  it  is  a  mere 
(juestion  of  convemenoe,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it 
is  decidedly  moat  convenient,  on  all  accounts, 
that  this  instalment  should  foUow  its  present 
destination,  and  the  necessities  of  the  Treasury 
be  provided  for  by  other  means. 

Again,  if  you  pass  this  bill,  what  is  it  t  It  is 
a  mere  orutum  fulmm ;  of  itself  it  will  not 
produce  any  good  if  yon  do  pass  it.  All  admit 
there  is  no  mcmey ;  therefore,  the  bill  will  ^ve 
no  relief  to  tiie  Tnamrj.  This  bill,  Hr.  FMb- 
ident,  will  not  produce  to  the  Bwseetaxj  one 
dollar:  he  acknowledges  himself  tbat  at  aU 
events  it  will  not  prodaoe  him  many,  for  he 
says  he  wants  other  aid;  and  he  has  aoplied  to 
Congress  for  an  issue  of  some  millions  m  Treas- 
ury notes.  He  gets  tiie  money^  therefore^  just 
as  well  without  this  bill  as  with  it ;  the  bill 
itself  then,  is  anneeessary,  depriving  the  Bta^ 
of  a  sum  which  the  Secretary  cannot  avail 
himself  o^  and  which  sum,  notwithBtanding 
this  bill,  he  proposes  to  supply  by  an  issue 
Government  notes.  He  calls  this  collateni 
aid  to  the  measure  of  postponement.  But  this 
evidently  nverses  the  <ader  of  thingfl,  for  the 
.  Keasory  notes 'are  Us  main  reliance;  to  them 
only  be  locdu  for  inuoediate  relief^  and  this 
instalment  now  to  be  withheld  is  (as  a  prodoo- 
tiTe  sooroe  of  levenne)  ouly  sabseqoent  and 
ooUoteral  to  the  issue  ot  the  notes. 

But  now,  sir,  what  sort  of  notes  does  the 
Secretory  propose  to  issue  ?   He  proposes,  sir, 
to  issue  TremiTj  notes  of  small  dODUHoinations, 
do>^  even  as  low  as  twenty  doUars,  not  bear^ 
TokXHL-^ 
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ing  interest,  and  redeemable  at  no  fixed  period ; 
they  are  to  be  received  in  debts  due  to  Govern- 
ment, but  are  not  otherwise  to  be  paid  until  at 
some  indefinite  time  there  shall  be  a  certain 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  beyond  what  the  Secre- 
tary may  think  its  wants  require.  Now,  sir, 
this  is  plain,  authentic,  statutable  paper  nvioey ; 
it  is  exaotiy  a  new  emission  of  old  continental. 
If  the  Genius  of  tiie  old  Confederation  were 
now  to  rise  up  in  tiie  midst  of  na,  he  coold  not 
fhmish  08,  from  the  abundant  stcra  of  Ids 
recollection,  with  a  more  perfect  model  <rf  ipapet 
money.  It  carries  uo  interest ;  it  has  no  fixed 
time  of  payment ;  it  is  to  circulate  as  curreni^, 
and  it  is  to  ciroulate  on  the  credit  of  Govern- 
ment alone,  with  no  fixed  period  of  redemp- 
tion t  If  this  be  not  p^r  money,  pray,  sir, 
whtA  is  itt  And,  sir,  who  expected  this? 
"Who  expected  that  in  the  fifth  year  of  the 
«cp«rim«i(  for  T^orming  the  oumnoy,  and 
bringing  it  to  an  absolute  gold  and  silver  cir- 
culation, the  Treasury  Department  would  be 
found  recranmendiDg  to  us  a  re^pilar  emission 
of  paper  money  t  liiis,  sir,  is  qmto  new  in  th« 
Idstory  of  thiaOoTermnent:  it  belonn  to  that 
of  the  Confederation  which  has  paaHd  awaf  . 
-  ICr.  WBiaar  said  it  ml^t  beotnne  him  to  mj 
a  few  words  in  relation  to  the  bill  before  the 
Senate.  Bis  position  in  reference  to  this  and 
other  bills,  perh^s,  required  him  to  do  so.  He 
would,  however,  confine  himself  strictiy  to  the 
presmt  sutject,  and  to  the  most  brief  justifica- 
tion of  his  own  course,  and  that  of  a  m^ority 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  had  om- 
curred  with  him  in  reporting  the  bill. 

Immediately  upon  the  e^jpointment  of  the 
committ«e,  and  uie  reference  to  it  of  the  im- 
portant subjects  treated  of  in  the  Message  <^ 
the  President,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  txtMBOsjy  the  committee  found  that  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  was,  very  soon,, 
to  be  in  want  of  means  to  meet  the  current 
demands  upon  ituwithout  r^^ard  to  any  farther 
tnuufer  to  the  States.  They  also  found  that 
this  fourth  instalment  of  the  depofdts  with  the 
States  was  to  become  payable  on  the  Ist  day 
of  October,  and  amounted  to  about  nine  and 
one-third  ndllions  of  dollars. 

The  state  of  the  Treasury,  as  developed  by 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
was,  as  he  now  recollected^  (and  he  thought  he 
could  not  be  materially  mistaken,)  that,  at  the 
time  when  the  statement  appended  to  that 
report  was  made  up,  about  the  first  day  of  the 
present  numth,  (he  believed  the  exact  date  was 
tiie  28th  of  August,)  there  was  in  the  Tkvasory, 
sul^ect  to  draft,  available  and  nnavidlable,  but 
^ht  million  one  hundred  and  some  odd  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  report  was  printed,  and  up<a. 
the  table  of  every  Senator,  and  would  v^ify 
his  correctness  in  this  particular.  This  amount 
was  exdusive  of  the  sums  already  deposited 
with  the  States,  iHung  some  twenty-ei^  mil' 
lions. 

To  arrive  at  what  would  be  the  cenditian  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  lat  of  October,,  the  ex- 
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penses  of  the  present  moatb,  which,  from  drafts 
already'  made  and  anticipated,  were  estimated 
at  aboat  two  and  a  half  millioas,  mnst  be  de- 
daoted  from  the  eight  milUon  one  hundred  and 
odd  thonsand:  thos  leaTins  in  the  Treasarj, 
ml^Jeot  to  draft  (hi  the  Ist  dar  of  October,  kss 
tiian  rix  mfUions,  wiUioiit  the  transfer  of  a 
dollar  to  the  States  towards  the  October  instal- 
ment.  This,  too,  indaded  «I1  the  fbnds  in  the 
Tteasorj,  snlnect  to  draft  for  payments,  or 
transfers  to  the  States,  whether  avdlable  or 
not,  Dp<Hi  the  drafts  of  the  Treasnrw;  the 
flmds  on  deposit  with  the  States  not  oeSng 
taken  into  the  computation. 

If^  then,  the  October  instalment  was  to  be 
tranrferred  to  the  States,  all  the  means  in  the 
Treasary,  of  all  desoriptiona,  on  the  day  when 
that  instalment  was,  by  the  deposit  law,  made 
transferable,  would  not  be  eqnal  to  two-thirds 
of  ihd  amount ;  and  money  must  be  borrowed 
upon  the  eredit  ot  the  United  States^  to  sappiy 
tfie  d^ldenoy. 

The  honorable  Senator  seemed  to  snppose 
that  the  means  to  make  this  transfer  to  &e 
States  were  In  the  Treaanry;  and  1^  the  (mly 
difllcolfy,  separate  from  tlie  other  demanoi 
imon  %  grew  ont  of  the  present  nnaviulable 
Muraotw  of  those  means.  The  statements  he 
had  already  made  had  shown  the  error  of  this 
hypothesis.  He  had  already  shown  that  the 
whole  means  in  the  Treasnry,  even  when  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treastuy  made  his  report,  at 
the  commenoement  of  onr  present  sesuon,  of 
whatever  character,  whether  available  or  not, 
were  les^  by  more  than  a  million  of  dollank 
than  Ihe  instalment  required  to  be  transferred 
to  the  States  under  the  depodt  law.  He  had 
farther  shown  that  those  means,  snoh  as  they 
were,  were,  before  the  Ist  of  October,  when 
thalt  transfer  was  required  to  be  made,  to  be 
still  forther  diminished  by  the  whole  expenses 
of  the  GoTemment  for  the  presoit  month, 
asoertained  and  estimated  to  amoant  to  two  and 
a  half  millions  of  dollars.  Hence  it  would 
follow,  that  the  whole  means  in  the  Treasnry 
on  the  1st  day  of  October  next  must  be  from 
three  and  a  half  to  fonr  millions  less  than  tiie 
transfer  required.  It  was  in  vain,  therefore, 
Hr.  W.  said,  to  escape  from  the  conclasion, 
Hat.  if  Ooogress  shonld  insist  npon  this  trans- 
£»*,  It  must  anthoriae  a  loan  of  money  npon 
the  pablio  (oedit^  to  enable  the  Treasnry  to 
makeiti  lnotil«■w(Mrdl^thatitmnstant3lwi^^ 
a  loan  (tf  money  npon  the  credit  of  the  tJidted 
States^  in  OTder  that  that  ntoney,  when  loaned, 
mtj  M  d^KMited  with  Hw  BUtet  for  safekeep- 
ing. 

Another  error  of  the  honorable  Senator 
(Hr.  Wbbbtkb)  which  he  felt  bound  to  correct, 
was  in  his  strictures  opon  the  recommendations 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  as  to  the 
manner  of  issning  Treasury  notes.  The  honor- 
able Senator  had  critioized  this  part  of  the 
report  of  the  Sejjretary  of  the  Treasury  with 
aome  aererity,  and  had  held  him  np  to  the 
Senate  and  the  country  as  striking  ont  a  new 
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path  for  the  supply  of  the  Treasnry ;  as  reoom- 
mending  the  issue  of  paper  money,  of  a  descrip- 
tion of  paper  similar  to  that  which  we  know 
by  the  denomination  of  "  continental  money 
and  of  doing  .titis  for  the  first  time  since  the 
oiganiaalion  <tf  the  Government  under  the  oaa- 
stuotatm.  The  fenlt  ccunplained  of  ocmdated 
in  a  reoommendation,  merely  diseretionaiy  and 
alternative,  to  issne  Treasnry  notes  bearing  no 
interest,  and  payable  to  the  bearer,  in  case  the 
pablic  creditors  should  be  found  willing  to  re- 
ceive sndi  notes  in  payment  of  thdr  demands 
against  tiie  Oovemment,  at  par;  otherwise 
to  give  the  notes  such  an  interest  as  would 
bring  them  to  par. 

Mr.  W.  said,  as  the  committee,  in  the  bill  they 
had  reported,  had  not  followed  this  reoom- 
mendation  of  the  Secretary,  it  would  be  seen 
that  no  question  was  depending  before  the 
Senate,  either  in  the  bill  now  under  discussion, 
<H>  in  any  other,  whioh  rendered  this  point 
material ;  hut  he  was  sine  Ua  ol^eot  wonH  be 
fully  understood  and  appreciated  m  making  this 
oorreotion.  It  was  amply  to  defend  this  pnblio 
officer  agunst  a  mistaken  aeonsation.  It  was 
not  necessary  for  him  to  defend,  at  this  time, 
the  soundness  of  the  recommendation,  hot  to 
protect  the  Secretary  against  the  charge  of  b^ng 
the  author  of  a  principle  now  supposed  to  be 
BO  new  and  so  dangeroua.  To  do  this,  it  was 
only  necessary  for  him  to  read  the  third  section 
of  the  act  of  the  24th  of  February,  1816,  au- 
thorizing an  emission  of  Treasnry  notes,  in 
which  all  these  dangers  would  be  found  to  be 
embraced,  adopted,  and  made  imperative,  as  a 
part  of  the  laws  o{  the  land. 

Mr.  BuoBAHAV  said  he  had  often  admired 
the  dexterity  with  which  the  Senatw  firom 
ICassadinaetts  oonld  extrioato  himself  from  a 
difficulty ;  in  which,  however,  he  was  seldom 
involved.  On  snoh  occanons  he  always  made 
a  skilftal  retreat.  Feeling  the  reroect  whidi  he 
(Hr.  B.)  did  for  his  Iwal  knowledge,  he  had 
reoeiveo,  as  a  matter  of  faith,  his  deolaraUon 
that  Treasury  notes  not  bearing  interest  had 
never  been  issned  under  the  present  constitu- 
tion ;  and  when  he  called  up  the  ghost  of  the 
anment  Confederation  to  act  as  godfather  of 
these  Treasury  notes,  Hr.  B.  rranamed  satisfied 
that  he  had  made  himself  fully  acqu^ted  with 
the  laws  in  relation  to  that  sul^ect.  But 
scarcely  had  he  taken  his  seat,  when  the  art 
of  1816  laid  the  ghost  which  he  had  CM^ured 
np;  and  by  that  it  app^red  that  Ccmgress  had 
done  the  very  Uiing  whioh  he  had  dedared  had 
not  been  done  since  the  days  of  the  Confedera' 
tion.  Thus  much  was  due  to  tiie  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  Jb.  B.,  howew,  r^oioed  that 
the  Oommittee  oa  Finance  had  proposed  the 
issne  of  no  notes  not  bearing  intorest. 

In  regard  to  tbis  hill,  a  phun  statement  of 
facts  would  be  the  most  condnaive  aivumoit 
which  could  he  urged  In  its  favor.  He  had 
voted  for  the  depout  of  June,  1886;  and,  opoi^ 
a  retrospect  of  all  whidi  had  occurred  since  its 
paasage,  he  had  finmd  no  oaose  to  repent 'of 
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this  Tote.  It  was  a  eboice  <^ evils;  aod  be- 
tween the  alternatives  presented,  he  thought 
be  had  made  the  beet  choice.  On  the  one 
aide,  after  reserving  five  millions,  nearly  forty 
millions  of  dollars  had  accomnlated  in  the 
deposit  banks.  This  vast  amount  of  money 
was  oaed  by  them  to  increase  the  dividends  of 
their  stockholders,  to  expand  extravi^antly  the 
paper  circnlation  of  the  coantry,  and  to  excite 
qtecnlation  to  the  greatest  excess.  On  the 
other  hand,  strong  objections  existed  agtdnst 
making  the  PederaJ  Oovermnent  an  instrament 
for  the  parpofle  of  ooUeoting  aoaej^  that  it 
mia^t  he  depodted  wltli  tbe  Btates.  The  pre- 
oedent  might  in  many  resneets  be  dangerons. 
Bat  the  money  was  on  hand.  It  had  been  col- 
lected under  existing  laws.  Placed  in  this 
sitoatloii,  be  thought  it  was  more  jost,  more 
politic,  more  safe,  to  place  it  in  deposit  with 
the  States,  that  it  might  be  nsed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people,  than  to  snfier  it  to  remain  with 
the  banks  tor  the  benefit  of  their  rtockholders, 
and  to  the  injnrr  of  the  country. 

Bat  does  the  deposit  law,  from  first  to  last, 
oonttun  one  sratenoe — nay,  does  it  contain  one 
word — which  resembles  a  gift  or  a  loan  to  the 
States!  Is  ^t  not,  in  terms,  a  bare  transfer  of 
the  dcwMita  i^om  iba  banks  to  the  Btatest 
Under  its  provirions,  the  ftith  of  all  the  States 
ia  pledged  for  the  safekeeping  and  repayment 
of  Uieir  respective  inroportions  of  this  money, 
whenever  they  shall  be  reqmred  by  the  Secro- 
tary  of  the  Treasnry,  for  the  purpose  of  dd^y- 
ing  the  wants  of  the  Treasury.  The  mode  and 
manner  in  which  he  shall  call  for  it  are  ex- 
pressly prescribed.  Nay,  more ;  the  case  has 
actually  occurred.  If  the  Secretary  had  pnr- 
saed  the  line  of  strict  datr  nnder  tibe  law,  be 
would,  ere  this,  have  called  on  the  States  for  a 
portion  of  the  three  instalments  which  liave 
already  been  paid.  He  has  acted  wisely  in  not 
making  this  demand  until  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress could  be  known.  The  States  are  not 
now  in  a  oonditim  to  retom  Immediately  any 
portion  of  what  thciy  have  already  rec^ired. 

Under  these  oircumstancee,  the  question  is, 
whether  we  are  bound,  npon  any  principle  to 
deposit  with  them  the  fourth  ins^ment,  when 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  very  next 
day,  mieht  demand  a  return  not  only  it,  but 
of  ihe  three  other  instalments,  in  the  manner 
■prescribed  by  the  law. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  not 
contended  that  we  were  bound  by  any  contract 
to  deposit  this  fourth  instalment  with  tiie  Btates. 

He  had  said,  however,  that  if  an  iodividaal, 
by  his  condactf  had  indaeed  a  reascmable  ex- 
pectation that  he  would  loan  money  to  another, 
or  ^ve  money  to  another,  it  might  beomne  his 
duty  to  Uhtow  it,  and  pay  intmst  for  it,  for 
dthor  of  those  pnrposeB.  Vx.  B.  denied  that 
the  oondaet  of  Oongress  was  sach  as  to  afford 
any  pretext  for  such  an  expectation.  On  the 
ftce  of  the  act  there  was  nothing  but  d^po$it 
written.  Neither  a  loan  nor  a  f^ft  appeared 
npon  it  It  was  a  mere  d^Kiri^  withont  intei^ 


est,  to  be  restored  when  demanded  In  tiie  man- 
ner  prescribed ;  and  not  a  loan  for  a  given 
period,  much  less  an  absolute  gift.  If  the 
States,  therefore,  had  entertained  any  each 
expectation,  it  was  from  other  circumstances,' 
and  not  from  the  solemn  contract  into  which 
they  had  entered  ijith  the  United  States  under 
this  law. 

Mr.  Wkbsteb,  having  obtained  and  examined 
the  act  of  1815,  said :  The  honorable  member 
from  Pennsylvania  has  been  kind  enough  to  say 
that  I  do  not  often  get  into  difficulties  in 
debate,  and  that,  when  I  dot.  I  genially  extri- 
cate myself  better  than  I  nave  done  im  tin 
present  ocoaaion.  He  parta^  in  the  snpposed 
triumph  of  his  friend  fnHQ  New  York,  (Mr. 
W.,)  in  having  proved  me  incorrect  when  I  said 
that  this  Government  bad  never  iasned  moh 
paper  monOT  as  the  Secretary  has  now  recom- 
mended. Now,  sir,  althoagh  I  am  pleased  to 
see  the  happiness  which  the  gentieman  enjoys, 
yet  I  believe  I  must  dash  It  a  little.  Most 
assuredly,  sir,  it  authorizes  no  each  pi^r  as  is 
now  proposed.  I  was  persuaded  it  could  not, 
as  I  have  a  pretty  good  recollection  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Offl^reas  on  snoh  satf)eotB  at 
time. 

The  law  of  1816  anthoriaed  the  issue  of  two 
cLasses  of  Treasary  notes:  1st  Bach  as  bore 
no  interest,  but  which,  the  T617  boor  iboj  were 
issued,  might  be  fanded  in  a  7  p«r  cent,  stock, 
to  be  redeoned  like  other  stocks  of  the  Govern- 
ment 2d.  Treasury  notes  bearing  an  interest 
of  five  and  two-fifths  per  cent,  capable  of  being 
funded  in  like  manner,  in  a  6  per  cent  stock. 
These  stocks  were  to  be  issued  on  application 
by  any  commissioner  of  the  revenue  in  any 
State.  Kow,  what  comparison  is  there  between 
either  of  these  classes  of  Treasury  notes  and 
those  reoommemded  by  the  Secretary,  whidi 
l>ear  no  interesL  and  fbr  which  no  find  redemp- 
tion is  provided  I 

1  affirm  again,  thmfne,  dr,  aQ  that  I  have 
said,  uamdy,  that  the  notes  reemnmended  by 
the  Semtary  are  regular  pmer  iaBDes;  lilw  toe 
old  eadaAooB  ct  Ocmgress  and  the  Btates  beftve 
the  adf^ritot  of  the  present  constitution ;  and 
that  no  precedent  has  been  fonnd  for  them,  and 
I  am  sure  none  can  be  found,  in  the  practice 
of  this  Oovemment 

Mr.  BncHAHAN  sud  he  did  not  think  the 
Senator;  with  all  bis  ingenuity,  had  got  out  of 
the  difficulty.  Under  the  section  of  the  law 
of  1810,  which  he  had  just  read.  Treasury  notes 
were  to  be  issued  without  interest ;  they  were 
to  circulate  as  a  currency  without  interest; 
tttey  might  continue  to  circolate  for  years 
without  interest  It  did  not  alter  the  ease  that 
Iho  hdder  of  them  above  a  certain  amount  bad 
the  privilege  of  fimding  them,  and  converting 
Uiem  into  a  stock  bearing  interest  Tiua  In- 
terest did  not  oommence  from  the  date  of  their 
issue,  but  from  the  time  thejr  wore  funded. 
All  the  time  they  remained  in  circulation,  they 
were  Treasury  notes  without  interest  They 
were  what  the  fieottor  fr<m  Viswtnhmetts  had 
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■apposed  never  was  iasaed  under  tiie  preeent 
constitution.  Mr.  B.,  howerer,  agi^^  with  the 
Senator  that  at  tiiis  time  no  lTeasTir7  notes 
oaeht  to  be  issned  which  did  not  bear  interest. 
'  Hr.  Calroitn  said  that  he  was  deoidedlj  of 
the  impression  that,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  this  postpon^ent  ought  to  be 
made.  The  object  of  the  deposit  law  was  to 
draw  the  revenue  out  of  the  grasp  of  the  Got- 
eniment,  and  to  restore  it  to  those  to  whom  it 
ongbt  to  be  restored.  And  now,  when  there 
was  no  BUTplns,  it  was  not  contrary  to  the  pur- 
pose of  that  law  to  withhokt  it.  Bnt  the  re- 
sponsibility of  iwag  so  would  rest  on  gentle- 
men of  the  administration  and  thMe  of  the 
c^poritjon  who  made  last  year  the  extraTagant 
wppropriatioDB  of  thirty-two  miUicms,  exceeding 
uie  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry. 
They  were  then  told  of  the  folly  of  raising  the 
revenue,  and  of  raising  the  diabursementa  The 
result  DOW  was,  that  tbe  Ooremment  was  bank- 
rupt. Were  they  never  to  look  ahead,  and  see 
the  difficulties  that  threatened  them  ? 

Another  era  had  now  arisen.  They  bad  got 
through  with  the  sarplus,  and  Ur.  0.  trusted 
they  w&K  thnnigh  with  the  extrava^t  appro- 
piiatioUB.  If  they  Hi  not  eooncnuze  ana  re- 
trendi,  he  saw  a  new  age  ooininenciDg-^>erhaps 
that  of  Treasury  notes— when  the  compromise 
act  would  be  umnlled,  and  the  high  tariff  re- 
vived. Bat  Mr.  0.  would  agree  that  the  fourth 
deposit  should  be  withheld,  since  that  law  had 
ftufllled  its  main  purpose,  and  since  a  new  series 
of  eitravaganccB  was  now  to  arise  unless  they 
kept  a  good  lookout 

Mr.  w  ALKXB  moved  an  a^joamment ;  when, 
a  division  beis^  called  fixr,  the  Senate  refnsed 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  BuoHAnAir  then  rose  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, if  in  order ;  the  ol^ect  of  which  was  to 
take  off  from  tiie  Secretary  the  responsiblli^ 
d  oalling  upon  the  States,  and  to  repose  this 
Teq>oaribUit7  where  he  (Mr.  B.)  tiion^t  it 
should  be— namely,  in  Oungress.  F<v  this 
purpose  he  propoeed  to  insert  "provided  fbe 
three  first  instalments  already  paid  do  remain 
on  d^>o^t  until  farther  directed  by  Oongresa." 

Mr.  NiUB  said  he  must  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment,  and  was  sorry  it  had 
been  offered.  If  it  was  to  be  ftiOy  oonsidered, 
it  would  renew  the  debate  on  the  depodt  act, 
as  it  went  to  change  the  essential  principles 
and  terms  of  that  act.  A  majority  of  those 
who  voted  for  that  act,  about  which  there  had 
been  bo  much  stud  and  so  much  misrepresenta- 
tion, had  professed  to  r^ard  it — and  he  could 
not  doubt  tiiat  at  the  time  they  did  so  regard  it 
— <s  rimply  a  deporit  law ;  as  merely  ehan^ng 
the  [dace  of  d^>orit  from  the  banks  to  Uie 
States,  so  fiu-  as  rc&ited  to  the  snrplns.  The 
money  was  stUI  to  be  in  the  Treasuir,  and  lia- 
ble to  be  drawn  out  with  certain  limitaticms 
and  restrictions,  by  the  ordinary  impropriation 
laws,  without  the  direct  action  of  Oongress. 
The  amendment  if  adopted,  will  change  the 
principles  of  the  d^odt  set,  and  the  condition 
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of  the  money  deported  with  the  States  under 
it  It  will  no  longer  be  a  depoidt ;  it  will  not 
be  in  tiie  Treasnry,  even  In  point  of  legal  effect 
or  form :  ^e  deposit  will  be  changed  to  a  loaUf 
or,  perhaps  more  properly,  a  grant  to  the 
States.  Ilie  rights  of  the  United  States  will 
be  changed  to  a  mere  oltum,  like  that  againnt 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  a 
claim  without  any  means  to  enforce  it  We 
were  charf^  at  the  time,  of  making  a  distri- 
bution of  the  public  revenue  to  the  States,  in 
the  diBgoise  and  form  of  a  depoedt;  and  this 
amendmmt^  it  ^>peared  to  hiio,  would  be  a 
veiy  bold  st^  towards  ctrnfirming  the  troth  of 
that  charge.  He  deemed  the  amendment  an 
important  one,  and  h^hly  oljectionable ;  bnt 
he  saw  that  the  Senate  were  prepued  to  adopt 
it,  and  he  would  not  pursue  tne  oiBcossion,  but 
content  himself  with  repeating  his  request  for 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question. 

Mr.  BuonANAN  said  he  bad  not  ima^ned  this 
amendment  would  meet  with  oppontion.  He 
wished  to  know  if  it  was  right  and  pro^r  that 
the  Secretary  should  be  made  responsible  for 
not  oalling  upon  the  States  for  this  money,  as  the 
law  reqmrea  him  to  do  I  The  otmdition  aS  the 
States  was  suoh  that  the  Secretary  cannot  make 
snoh  call  upot  than.  He  (Mr.  6.)  was  there- 
fore deriroos  to  rdieve  him  from  this  embai^ 
rassment  The  snbatitnting  Congress  instead 
of  the  Secretary  would  not,  Mr.  B.  thought, 
make  any  diange  in  the  nature  of  the  fund, 

Hr.  OiJMOVS  said  be  Mly  concurred  in  the 
proposed  amendment.  It  was  dae  to  the  States 
m  their  "sovereign  capacity  not  to  snljject  thera- 
selvea  to  be  called  upon  for  the  money  by  any 
oUier  authority  than  Congress. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Bcohah an  ;  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  called  for,  were  as  follows : 

Tkas.— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Bu- 
cbaoan,  Calhonn,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Fniton, 
Onindy,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Geor^ 
Koight,  Unn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nidtolas,  Norrdl,  Ftas- 
ton,  Bobbins,  Robbson,  Serier,  Smith  of  InffisDS, 
Son^iaid,  Strange,  Swift,  Tanmadge,  Wall,  Webster, 
WUte,  Williams,  Young— 88. 

Nats. — ^Ueasrs.  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabsma,  Hub- 
bard, Nilea,  Fierce,  Bivea,  Boane,  Ruggiea,  Smith  of 
Connactiei^  npttm,  Walker,  Wright— 18. 

Fbidat,  September  16. 
Fourth  Initalmmt. 
The  bill  to  po6tp<me  indefinitely  the  payment 
of  the  fourth  mstument  of  the  deposit  biU,  was 
read  a  third  time ;  and  the  question  being  npw 
its  passage, 

Mr.  FHKBTOir,  of  Sooth  Oarolina,  said :  My 
opinion  decidedly  is,  that  the  coitufaderiM  has 
not  arrived  for  Oongress  to  encroach  upon  the 
fond  set  aside  for  depomt  with  the  Sti^ ;  and 
I  farther  am  of  opinion  that,  even  if  it  had  now 
arrived,  yet  this  is  not  the  course  by  which  W6 
sh^l  best  consult  the  interests  of  Uie  oonnti7, 
in  attempting  to  bring  reUef  to  the  Treasuiy. 
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Let  na  briefly  oiHuIder  the  history  of  the 
deportt  ut  TiaA  act  ma  passed  contempo- 
ruuKnuly  with  other  acta  of  moat  prodigal 
•zpenditare.  We  had  a  soplas  which  we  knew 
not  how  to  dispose  of.  To  expend — to  get  rid 
of  onr  overflowing  ftinds — was  then  the  order 
of  the  day.  We  were  in  tlie  fiiU  tide  of  an 
inanspicions  prosperity,  and  the  departments 
were  stimulated  and  goaded  on  to  find  out  how 
mach  they  ooald  spend,  while  the  miOority  in 
Congress  seemed  to  be  employed  in  finding  out 
how  maoh  they  conld  give.  The  departments 
asked  for  twenty  millions ;  and  Congress,  eager 
to  get  rid  of  the  snrptns,  outstripped  even  their 
extravagant  demands^  and  ^ve  them  thirty 
millions.  Then  it  was,  sir,  that  thfa  deposit 
bOl  was  originated.  It  ventliand  in  hand  with 
blUa  of  the  most  extravagant  and  prodigal  ex- 
penditure. 

Now,  sir,  nnder  these  circmnstances,  when 
we  give  so  prodigally  to  the  departments,  at 
a  time  of  hi^  prices,  it  is  well  worth  our  while 
to  inqnire  whether  the  time  has  not  arrived  to 
lop  off  and  eartail  from  onr  expenditure,  rather 
than  to  withhold  this  iiistaJmeat  from  the 
States.  I  am  of  opinion  we  might  save  the 
nine  miDions  of  this  instalment  by  curtailing 
the  extravagant  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ments, and  so  p^  the  instalment — not  by  dis- 
tresring  the  States  in  withholding  it,  W  by 
introducing  a  wholesome  measure  of  retrench- 
ment io  the  expenditure  of  QoTemmait. 

Thlfl^  At,  is  the  ground  I  take :  namely,  tiiat 
it  would  be  far  better  to  onrtail  our  expenditure 
than  to  stop  the  payment  of  tliis  instalment. 

Again,  I  wonla  ask,  does  the  proportion  con- 
tained in  this  bill  go  to  relieve  in  any  manner 
the  pressure  upon  the  people!  Not  in  the 
least,  ur.  Neither  will  the  Government  place 
itself  in  funds  by  the  operation  of  this  law. 
The  banks  have  laid  violent  hands  on  the  de- 
posits ;  they  will  pay  them  no  longer  in  the 
medium  they  were  expected  to  pay  them  in. 
Of  what  use,  then,  will  this  bill  be  to  Qovem- 
ment  ?  The  money  is  looked  np  in  the  banks ; 
and  the  wildest  enthusiast  in  fiivor  of  this 
measure  would  not  go  so  ftr  as  to  that  by 
the  mere  flat  of  this  body  a  bill  such  as  tUa  la 
^ing  to  fill  the  country  with  gold  and  mlver. 
We  have  not  got  the  magician's  wand,  by  one 
touch  of  which  we  can  make  the  gold  come 
forth  from  its  hiding  places.  We  may  call, 
indeed,  by  onr  enactments,  the  spirits  from  the 
vasty  deep ;  bot  will  they  come  when  we  do 
call  them?  Will  money  be  obtained  for  the 
€h>vernment  when  you  pass  this  law)  No, 
rir;  we  all  know  that  this  bill  will  bring  no 
money  into  the  Treasury. 

It  would  be  better,  ^erefore,  nnder  such  cir- 
enmatanoea,  to  let  the  law  go  on,  and  let  the 
States  recuve  the  whole  of  the  o^oatt.  The 
Btatea,  rir,  are  willing  to  itka  the  instalment  in 
ttie  tauj  medium  in  which  the  State  institotions 
are  able  to  pay  it.  They  are  not  going,  at  this 
crisis,  to  clamor  for  a  hard-money  currency. 
They  will  be  satisfied  with  ree^vii^  the  State 


currency — their  own  domestic  currency.  But 
the  President  says  "  no ;  and  by  passmg  thia 
bill,  according  to  his  recommendation,  ^on  will 
not  let  ^em  receive  a  cnrrency  wnich  they 
are  willing  to  receive.  The  amount  of  the 
instalment  now  in  the  banks  would  be  nseAd, 
in  that  currency,  to  them,  for  they  would  gladly 
receive  it ;  but  it  will  be  of  no  use  whatever 
to  the  Government,  for  the  Government  will 
not  receive  it  Then,  sir,  if  I  may  use  a  homely 
similitude,  by  such  an  enactment  as  this  you 
act  the  part  of  the  dog  in  the  manger — ^you 
will  not  take  the  money  of  the  States  your- 
selves, and  you  will  not  let  them  have  it,  thou^ 
they  wish  to  receive  it.  Is  this  a  noble,  or 
even  a  politic  proceeding  ?  Is  this  your  reform- 
ing the  currency  t  Is  this  aiding  and  relieving 
the  embarrassments  of  the  people,  to  stomp  a 
bad  name  upon  their  currency,  to  refuse  to 
receive  it  yonrselves,  to  pass  laws  fixing  a  stl^ 
ma  u^on  it,  and  then  to  forbid  others  to  re- 
ceive itt 

Again,  sir :  there  is  another  view  which  I 
think  ought  to  be  taken  of  this  subject ;  uid, 
had  it  received  its  due  consideration,  such  a 
measure  as  this  could  surely  never  have  been 
proposed.  In  fifteen  days  from  now,  this  in- 
stalment will  be  due  to  the  States.  They  have 
already  made  their  dispositiott  of  the  money. 
It  has  been  diqtosed  of  in  variona  contracts, 
and  been  directed  to  varioos  great  and  useAii 
puiposes;  and  now,  suddenly,  at  this  ehoit 
notice,  the  expected  anm— the  sum  which  the 
law  had  pledged  to  them — is,  by  another  law, 
to  be  withheld.  But,  by  the  terms  of  the 
deposit  law,  a  speoifio  time  was  fixed  upon  and 
accorded  to  the  States,  in  which  the  States 
were  to  have  notice  of  any  demand  to  be  made 
upon  them  for  ^e  sum  deposited.  B^  the  law, 
therefore,  they  are  entitled  to  a  notice  before 
this  fourth  instalment  can  be  withdrawn  from 
them — for  they  have  already  expended  it ;  and 
this  bill  to  withhold  it  is  equivalent  in  it-s  action 
to  taking  back  the  money  from  them,  without 
the  notice  which  the  law  provided  for. 

Ur.  Cbittbndbn,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  fblly 
concurred  in  tlie  views  Jost  expressed  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  C^cdioa,  (Kr.  Fbbstov.) 
In  the  State  which  he  came  from,  he  said,  the 
general  opinion  was  that  retrenchment  was 
wanting,  and  ought  to  be  exerdsed  in  the 
several  departments  of  the  Government.  The 
profusion  to  which  they  were  becoming  habitu- 
ated it  was  time  should  be  checked,  and  he  (Ur. 
G.)  agreed  Vith  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  (Ur.  Pbeston,)  thatnow  was  the 
time,  if  ever,  to  put  in  force  such  a  necessary 
retrenchment.  He  (Mr.  0.)  could  not  well  un- 
derstand the  reason  why  any  other  course  should 
be  resorted  to;  for  it  clear^  appeared  to  htm 
tiiat,  by  proper  retrcnuhmentin  the  expen^tares 
of  Qoverament,  enough,  and  more  than  enough, 
might  be  curtailed  from  its  snperflnoas  disbnrae- 
ments  to  make  up  the  amount  which  the  pay- 
ment of  this  instalment  would  require. 

3Cr.  Bsowv  said :  In  addition  to  the  a^- 
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ments  which  bad  already  been  urged,  and  which 
to  hiH  mind  were  cooclasiv©,  in  fevor  of  with- 
holding the  foartb  imitalment  payable  to  the 
seTeraf  States  on  the  1st  of  October,  under  the 
depodt  act.  another  aigoment,  entitled  to  still 
more  weigfatiy  eondderatloa,  had  decided  bis 
mind  in  ftvor  of  that  course.  If  we  refiise  to 
pass  the  bill  having  that  object  in  view,  the 
obligation  will  nnavoidably  devolve  on  Con- 
gress to  provide  the  means  to  meet  the  payment 
of  the  instalment  which  will  otherwise  become 
due  to  the  States,  the  available  means  of  the 
Treasury  being  inadeqnate  for  that  pnrpose. 
Now  he  (Mr.  B.)  could  not  see  in  any  part  of 
tbe  conatitotion  the  power  to  raise  mone^,  and, 
of  necesdty,  the  power  to  tax  onr  constituents 
to  pay  the  money  thus  raised,  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  depositii^  it  in  the  treasuries  of 
the  several  States.  The  power  to  raise  money 
was  limited  to  the  objects  and  duties  with  which 
the  General  Govenunent  was  charged  by  the  con- 
atttatioo ;  and  in  no  part  of  that  instmment  was 
{he  power  to  be  fonnd,  either  by  express  grant  or 
tmpfioadoD,  to  it  for  any  such  purpose.  It 
coold  not  be  pretended  that  to  raise  money  for 
enofa  purpose  was  to  carry  into  effect  any  power 
belonging  to  the  General  Government.  To  bis 
mind,  therefore,  it  was  a  palpable  violation  of  the 
constitution  to  exerdM  such  power,  which  they 
nnqneationably  would  have  to  do,  in  providing 
the  means  to  meet  the  remaining  instalment 
if  its  payment  should  not  be  postponed.  He 
drew  a  distinction  between  tbe  power  of  Con- 
gress to  authorize  tiie  deposit  of  a  surplus  in 
vie  State  treasuries  which  already  existed,  and 
the  power  to  nuse  money  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  thus  depositing  it.  It  was  in  ^t  point 
of  view  that  he  deoiwd  the  deposit  act  of  lest 
year  jiutifiable ;.  that  aot  had,  m.  the  course  of 
Its  ezeontion,  exhausted  the  snrplna,  which  was 
the  true  oljject  Ooogresa  had  in  view  in  passing 
it ;  and,  having  fblfiUed.  its  great  end,  he  was 
of  opinion  its  further  operation  should  now 
eease.  Be  thought  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Pbbston)  would  have  much 
difficulty  in  reconciling  the  vote  which  he  had 
announced  his  intention  to  give  On  this  question, 
with  the  doctrines  of  a  strict  construction  of 
tibe  constitution,  of  which  be  had  heretofore 
professed  himself  a  zealous  advocate.  He  called 
on  that  gentleman  to  show  what  constitutional 
aitfbority  Congreaa  had  to  pass  &  lav  r^ng 
money,  not  in  enontioa  of  any  of  its  eonoeded 

Sowers,  bnt  for  the  avowed  pmpose  of  bong 
epodted  with  the  States. 
Besides  tbe  constitutional  olfjeotion  to  nusing 
money  for  the  purpose  of  deponting  It  with 
the  States,  the  nnavwdable  consequence  of  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  remaining  instal- 
ment to  them  would  be  to  lay  tbe  foundation 
of  a  new  national  debt ;  than  which  nothing, 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  more  i)reposterous, 
when  resorted  to  for  the  unauthorized  purpose 
of  dividing  money  among  the  States.  He 
wonld  in  no  event  vote  for  any  measure  leading 
to  the  creatibn  of  a  national  debt,  unless  it 
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could  be  made  to  appear  indispensable  to  aid 
the  Government  in  the  performance  of  its 
le^timate  functions. 

lir.  Walekr  said :  Bis^ise  it  as  we  may,  the 
refhsal  to  pass  this  bill  is  a  determination  on 
our  part  to  borrow  more  than  nine  millions  of 
dollars  on  the  credit  of  l^e  United  States,  to 
be  depodted  for  safekeeping  witii  the  Spates  of 
this  Union.  The  constitution  authorizes  us  to 
borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States — but  for  what  object!  Clearly  for  no 
other  than  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  dele- 
gated by  the  constitntion.  But  that  this  Gov- 
ernment could  borrow  millions,*withont  limita- 
tion as  to  the  amount,  for  the  pnrpose  of  de- 
positing it  with,  or  distribntiug  it  among,  tiie 
States,  was  to  clothe  this  Government  wiui  the 
most  alarming  and  despotic  powers.  If  this 
Government  can  make  such  a  loan  for  sndh  a 
purpose,  tbe  taxing  power  is  unlimited ;  for  by 
taxes  only  can  it  raise  the  money  to  refond 
what  it  has  borrowed.  Mr.  Vf.  uiA  he  was 
one  of  a  small  minority  of  alx  in  the  Senate 
who  had  voted  against  this  depodt  bilL  He 
bad  then  predicted  the  disastrous  consequences 
that  he  thought  would  follow  from  the  passage 
of  this  bill ;  and  his  worst  fears  would  be  res- 
ized, if  now,  when  there  was  a  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  when  many  of  the  public  creditors  had 
to  be  paid  in  protested  drafts  on  broken  banks,  a 
surplus  was  created  by  loons,  for  the  purpose 
of  distTibutin^  among  the  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  well  knew  the  voracious 
character  of  the  surplus  spirit;  that  it  was 
ready  to  keep  up  the  tariff,  to  keep  np  the  price 
of  the  public  lands,  and  to  refose  £ul  relief  to  the 
settlers  of  tbe  West  for  the  purpose  of  creat- 
ing a  surplus  for  distribntirai ;  oat  be  oo^ 
scarcely  have  believed  Aatnow,  when  we  must 
in  any  event  TeplenifQi,  by  loans,  an  exhausted 
Treasury,  new  loans  would  be  asked  for  to  the 
amount  of  nine  millions  for  distribution — loans 
to  be  refunded,  if  not  from  the  lands  of  the 
West,  from  the  tariff;  by  which  Hississippi, 
now  nearly  the  greatest  exporting  State  of  this 
Union,  wUI  receive  but  about  one-fonrth  as 
much  as  she  will  be  compelled  to  refund  by  the 
operation  of  the  tariff — reducing  the  price  of 
her  great  staple,  to  enrich  the  incorporated 
monopolists  of  other  sections  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  W.  sud  he  must  be  blind  indeed,  who  did 
not  perceive  that  to  raise,  by  loans,  mne  mil- 
lions for  depodt  with  the  States,  is,  to  the  extent 
of  nine  million^  to  render  it  necessary  to  aug- 
ment the  tarifll  It  is  true,  we  talk  u  getting 
back  this  money  from  the  States;  whilst  a 
majority  of  the  Senate— as  he  (Mr.  W.)  thought 
most  unwisely — have  just  taken  from  tiie  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  the  authority  which  he 
possessed,  under  the  deposit  act,  to  coll  upon 
the  States  to  refnnd  any  portion  of  the  money 
already  depodted.  And  now  he  fMr.  W.)  pre- 
dicted that  Congress  never  would  make  any 
requidtion  upon  the  States  for  this  money,  but 
that,  when  it  was  wanted,  the  South  woidd  bo 
[  compelled  to  raise  it  through  the  operation  of 
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the  tariff.  Could  anj  man  doubt  this  result, 
Th«ii  Bp  bold  4n  effort  was  now  made  to  induce 
the  Gorenmrait  to  borrow  money  to  pay  the 
bat  iostalment  to  the  States  ? 

The  question  was  tb^n  pnt  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  deuded  as  foUows : 

Teas.— ICessn.  Allen,  BenUm,  Black,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoan,  Clay  in  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
UcKean,  Horns,  Niles,  Pierce,  Kires,  Boan^Bobin- 
80D,  Rubles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connectiettf,  Strange, 
Walker,^all,  Williams,  Wri^it— 28. 

Katsl— HesRS.  Bajard,  Clay  of  Eentodcy,  Clay- 
Ion,  CriUenden,  Kenk  Kni^t,  Ifldiolas,  Noirell, 
PNfltoi,  Bdbbbs,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sonthaid,  Swift, 
Tdlmaidge,  Wehrtw,  White,  Tonng— 17. 

So  the  bin  was  passed,  and  sent  to  tiie  Honse 
of  Bepresentatives.  • 

Treattiry  Notet. 
The  bin  aotSitaidng  the  issae  of  Tressnry 
notes  was  takoa  np  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Hr.  Wriobt  moved  to  fill  up  the  first  blank 
in  the  bill  with  the  word  "  ten,"  therein  mak- 
ing the  amount  <^  notes  to  be  issued  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

Ur.  W.  said  that  it  had  not  been  posnble  for 
the  committee  to  know  the  amount  of  the  notes 
neceasary  until  action  had  been  had  on  tiie  bill 
to  postpone  the  fourth  Instalment  to  iJie  States ; 
wmeh  dOI  having  now  passed  the  Senate^  he 
was  able  to  flU  Dp  the  Uank.  He  had  had  an  in- 
terview on  the  snbjeot  with  the  Secretsiy  of  the 
Treasury,  and  he  Lad  learned  from  that  officer 
that,  on  the  suppositiou  that  no  more  extension 
womd  be  granted  than  was  proposed  by  the 
bill  for  extending  the  duty  bonds,  he  had 
thought  the  snm  of  eight  millions  would  be 
sufficient  This  was,  however,  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
pay  in  October  the  instalment  then  due  to  the 
Government  by  that  institution.  But  it  was 
nnderstood  by  the  Secretary  and  the  committee 
that  this  would  not  be  done,  that  bank  having 
bought  up  Treasui7  drafts  issned  in  July  for 
the  payment  ^  uie  third  inatalmmt  to  the 
States,  and  intending  to  give  in  those  drafts  in 
payment  of  the  instalment  then  doe  from  the 
lumk.  l^is  being  Hie'^  case,  the  Setsntary 
would  require  ^t  the  blank  be  filled  up  with 
nine  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
and  therefore,  on  this  calcnlation,  tbe  committee 
had  instraetel  him  (tf  r.  W.)  to  move  for  ten 
minions. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  was  very  desirous 
of  obtdning  more  fbll  infonnation  relating  to 
one  point ;  and  that  was,  that  as  a  biU  bad 
now  passed  the  Senate  for  arresting  the  payment 
of  tiie  fourth  instalment  to  the  States,  and  since 
the  fimd  intended  for  the  use  of  the  States  was 
now  to  be  ^^ed  to  the  use  <it  Gorermnent, 
tf  it  was  intenaed  to  emi^oy  the  fonds  hi  the 
banks  befiore  bdng  reduced  in  some  way  or 
other  to  a  niede  Dad&  whether  Government 
intended    lawB  passed,  or  to  be  paBKd—enoh, 
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for  example,  as  a  bankrupt  law — ix>  force  the 
ocmvereioa  of  Uie  fimds  now  in  tbe  banks  into 
metal,  and  t3ien  throw  the  snm  thus  obt^ed 
from  the  banks  into  the  Treasary,  there  to  Be 
without  being  nsed!  nis  inqniiy  was  not,  he 
thought,  useless,  since  it  must  be  evidrat  that 
the  amount  of  the  bluik  must  depend  upon  the 
availability  of  the  funds  in  the  banks. 

Hr.  Wbiqht  s^d  it  bad  been  ascertained,  and 
was  so  stated  in  the  Secretary's  report,  that  aU 
the  money  in  the  bonks  subject  to  draft  on  the 
28th  of  August  last  amounted  only  to  eight 
million  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand 
doUars.  Out  of  that  sum  tbe  expenses  for  tbe 
month  of  September  were  to  be  taken,  which 
would  leave  the  sum  reduced  to  about  two 
miUions  and  a  half  by  the  1st  of  October. 
But,  if  the  outstanding  drafts  dionld  omne  ia 
on  uie  Treasury,  (many  of  than  being  protest- 
ed,) in  that  case  the  avdlaUe  amount  would 
still  be  diminished,  and  the  Treasnry  would  be 
in  want  of  means.  There  were,  therefin^  no 
ready  means  without  the  assistance  of  Con- 
gress. In  aU  the  Atlantic  coast,  the  money  in 
the  banks  had  for  the  most  part  been  with- 
drawn, (only  a  smaU  snm  subject  to  drafts  being 
with  tnem — say  lenS  than  a  million,)  and  cred- 
itors were  not  willing  to  receive  drafts  upon 
the  Sontb-westem  banks,  where  now  aJmost  all 
the  ihnds  in  deposit  with  banks  were  placed. 

Such  being  the  case,  and  such  the  amount 
unavailable  mrauy,  Uie  ol^ect  of  issdng 
Treasury  notes  was  to  antl(dpato  the  ftinds  in 
d^Mjsit  with  the  banks  until  Oongrass  should 
say  how  those  fimds  were  to  be  made  available. 
The  Committee  on  l^ance  bad  reported  a  bUl 
giving  to  those  banks  intemls  of  two,  five,  and 
eight  months  in  which  to  ^y  the  sums  due ; 
dividing  the  balance  in  their  bands  into  three 
instalments.  Agun:  the  extension  granted 
already,  and  proposed  still  to  be  granted,  on 
bonds,  would  diminish  the  means  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  from  all  which  eonsiderationa,  the  issue 
of  these  notes  was  rendered  necessary  to  meet 
the  cmrent  expenses. 

Mr.  Cut,  oi  Kentooky,  professed  himself 
grea^  obliged  by  the  valuable  infOTmation 
communicated  HhA  honwable  Senator,  (Mr. 
WmoHT;}  but  he  stiU  fslt  that  the  inquiry 
which  he  bad  wished  to  make  was  not  yet 
answered.  He  meant  to  inquire  if  the  mon^ 
in  the  banks  was  to  be  used  as  bank  notes,  or 
if  the  banks  were  to  be  compelled  to  pay  them 
in  specie ;  and  then,  if  t^iese  fuids  were  to  be 
left  Idle! 

Mr.  Wbioht,  in  reply,  sdd  they  would  not 
be  nsed  as  bank-notes  unless  the  law  should 
authorize  them  so  to  be  used. 

Hr.  Clat:  Then  it  comes  to  this:  we  have 
passed  a  biU  to  take  funds  out  of  the  hands  of 
those  who  would  have  been  glad  to  use  them, 
to  pnt  than  into  Uie  hai^  <d  others  who  refiue 
to  acknowledge  and  make  use  of  them.  The 
States  would  nave  been  glad  to  receive  tiiis 
numey  in  the  stume  of  bank-notes,  and  we 
hava  taken  it  from  them.  Again:  Government 
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refuBes  to  call  them  fon&B  in  tliat  shape ;  and 
to  OoTernment  we  hare  now  made  them  over 
hy  the  bill  JoBtjtassed  f  And  as  QoTenunent, 
though  it  receiTeB  thme  fdnda,  and  preveata 
theh-  beiog  paid  to  the  States,  win  not  aoknowl- 
edge  them  ae  fonds,  there  is  a  defi<den07'  exist- 
ing j  and  this  defi<»eiu^  is  to  be  supplied  by 
iasning  Treasory  notea,  in  order  that  Ctovem- 
ment  may  be  able  to  get  along.  That  is  to 
aay,  Government  will  not  receive  the  paper  of 
the  country,  and  is  about  to  create  a  paper  of 
its  own,  which  the  country  is  expected  to  re- 
ceive t  And  thos,  all  the  promises  which  have 
been  made  to  us  of  the  flowing  of  gold  and 
silver  an  over  the  country — these  promises  of  a 
better  currency  result  in  the  issae  of  ten  mU- 
Itons  of  paper  money  I 


UosD4T,  Sepianber  18. 

Ur.  BrvES  gave  notice  that  he  shonld  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  biU  dedgnating 
the  fdnds  to  be  rec^ved  by  Government  in 
payment  of  public  dues. 

Mr.  R,  observed,  that  he  had,  on  a  former 
day,  iatimate4  his  intention  of  proposing  a  bill 
of  this  description  himself^  in  the  event  that 
no  similar  bill  should  bo  reported  by  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  fluance.  He  viewed  the  n^lect  of 
this  highly  important  subject  lilcely  to  be  of 
snch  seriouB  conse^^uenoe  to  the  community  at, 
large,  that  he  felt  himself  bound  to  act  on  the 
ocoauon  by  brinpng  in  a  bill  calculated  to  do 
Jnstioe  to  the  pe^e  in  this  partioolar, 

2V«u«fy  JTotei. 

The  bin  for  the  issae  of  Treasury  notes  hav- 
ing been  postponed  to  this  day,  in  order  to  give 
lib*.  Calhotjit  an  opportunity  of  preparing  an 
amendment,  and  of  offering  his  soitimaita 
generally  upon  the  aaltjeet,  was  now  rasomed 
by  the  Senate. 

Hr.  Oalhottjt,  after  a  general  view  of  the 
state  of  the  country  and  of  the  causes  which 
produced  the  difitress,  and  of  a  national  bank 
and  local  banks,  as  faraishers  of  currency,  went 
on  to  say : 

In  simporting  the  bank  of  1816,  I  openly 
dedared  that,  as  a  qne^i<nL  de  aom,  I  woud  be 
•  dei^dedly  a^inat  the  bank,  and  would  be  the 
last  to  give  It  snpport.  I  alao  stated  that, 
in  supporting  the  bank  then,  I  yidded  to  the 
necessity  of  the  ease,  growing  out  of  the  then 
existing  and  long-established  connection  be- 
tween Ae  Government  and  the  banking  sjrBtem. 
I  took  the  ground,  even  at  that  early  period, 
th&t  so  long  as  the  connection  existed,  so  long 
aa  the  Government  received  and  paid  away 
bank-notes  as  money,  tiiey  were  bound  to  regu- 
late their  value,  and  had  no  ialto'naliTe  but  uie 
establishment  of  a  national  bank. 

I  found  the  connection  in  existence  and 
established  before  my  tim&  and  over  which  I 
could  have  no  oontroL  I  yielded  to  the  neoea- 
sity,  in  order  to  eonect  the  dbordered  state  of 
the  cnrrencgr,  wbloh  had  ftUen  ezohunvely  vn- 


[SxpnonacB,  1887. 

der  the  control  of  the  States.  I  j'ielded  to 
what  I  could  not  reverse.  Just  as  any  member 
of  the  Senate  now  would,  who  mi^t  believe 
that  Lotdriana  was  nneonBtitntiona%  admitted 
into  the  tTnion]  bat  who  woold,  nerwOieleaa, 
feel  compelled  to  vote  to  extena  laws  to 
that  State,  as  one  of  its  members,  on  the  grom^ 
that  its  admismon  was  an  ael^  whcrther  oonstl- 
totional  or  uneonstitational,  which  he  could 
not  reverse. 

In  1884  I  acted  in  conformity  to  the  same 
principle,  in  proposing  the  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter  for  a  short  period.  Hy  object,  as  ex- 
preB^y  avowed,  was  to  use  the  bank  to  break 
the  connection  between  the  Government  and 
the  banking  system  gradually,  in  order  to  avert 
the  catastrophe  which  has  now  befiillen  us,  and 
which  I  then  deariy  perceived.  But  ihe  con- 
nection, which  I  bdieved  to  be  irreverable  in 
1818,  has  now  been  brokra  by  operation  of  law. 
It  is  now  an  c^ien  question.  I  feel  myself  firee, 
for  the  first  tune,  to  choose  my  course  on  tins 
important  saliject;  and,  in  opposing  a  bank,  I 
act  in  conformity  to  priodiples  which  I  have 
entertained  ever  since  I  have  ftilly  investigated 
the  subject. 

But  my  opposition  to  a  reunion  with  the 
banks  is  not  confined  to  objections  limited  to  a 
national  or  State  banks.  It  goes  beyond,  and 
compr^enda  others  of  a  more  general  nature, 
relating  to  the  currency,  which  to  me  are  de- 
cisive. I  am  of  the  impression  that  the  con- 
nection has  a  most  pernicious  influence  over 
bank  ourrenoy;  that  it  tends  to  diabirfo  that 
stability  and  nnifbmuty  of  valne  whldi  b  es- 
sential to  a  sound  currency ;  and  is  among  fbe 
leading  canses  of  that  tendency  to  expannon 
and  contraction,  which  experience  has  shown 
is  incident  to  bank-notes  as  a  currency.  Thvf 
are,  in  m^  opinion,  at  best,  without  the  requf- 
site  quahties  to  constitute  a  cuirenoy,  even 
when  unconnected  with  the  Government ;  and 
are  doubly  disqusHfied  by  reason  of  that  oon- 
nection,  which  sul^iects  them  to  sudden  eipan- 
edona  and  contractions,  and  exposes  them  to 
fatal  catastrophes,  snch  as  the  present 

I  win  explain  my  views.  A  bank-note  dr- 
oulates  not  merely  on  account  of  the  credit  of 
the  institution  vMdi  it  is  inned,  bnt  beeansa 
Government  reedves  it  like  gold  and  silver  in 
aU  its  dneiL  and  thus  adds  its  own  credit  to  that 
of  the  bank.  It,  in  &ct,  virtually  endorses  on 
the  note  of  every  specie-paying  bank,  "  receiv- 
able by  the  Government  in  its  dues,"  To  un- 
derstand how  greatiy  this  adds  to  the  circnla- 
tion  of  bank-notes,  we  must  remember  that 
Goverument  is  the  great  money-dealer  the 
country,  and  the  holder  of  immense  public 
domains ;  and  that  it  has  the  power  of  creating 
a  demand  agt^nst  every  citizen,  as  high  as  it 
pleases,  to  the  shape  of  a  tax,  or  duty,  which 
can  be  dischargect,  as  the  law  now  is,  only 
bank-notes  or  gold  and  silver.  This,  of  course, 
cannot  bnt  add  greatly  to  the  credit  <tf  bank- 
notes, and  oontriblate  mneh  to  their  oironlatioo, 
thon^  it  niflf  be  difflcnh  to  detemune^  with 
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any  pr«ci^OD,  to  what  extent.  It  oertainlr  is 
Teiy  great.  For  nhjia  it  thatanindividaalttf 
Ihe  firat  credit,  whose  reqransibility  ia  m  in< 
diapntahle  that  his  friend  of  eqpal  credit  en- 
dorses his  note  for  nothing,  ahooid  pnt  his  nune 
with  his  friend's,  being  their  joint  credit,  into  a 
bank,  and  take  oat  the  notes  of  the  baak, 
which  is,  in  fact,  bat  the  credit  of  the  bank 
itself,  and  pav  six  per  cent,  discoant  lietween 
the  credit  of  himself  and  his  friend  and  that  of 
the  bank  f  The  known  and  established  credit 
of  the  bank  may  be  one  reason,  bat  there  u 
another  and  powerfal  one:  the  Qovenunent 
treats  the  credit  of  the  bank  as  gold  and  silver 
in  all  its  transactitnis,  and  does  not  toeat  the 
credit  of  indtridnals  in  the  same  manner.  To 
test  Uie  troth:  let  revene  the  case,  and 
ani^KMe  the  Government  to  <i«at  the  joint  cre- 
dit of  the  individaals  as  money,  and  not  the 
troAit  of  the  bank ;  and  is  it  not  obvioas  that, 
instead  cS  boirowing  from  the  bank,  and  pay- 
ing six  per  oent  discoant,  the  bank  would  be 
^ad  to  borrow  from  them  on  the  same  terms? 
From  this  we  may  perceive  the  powerfal  in- 
fluence which  bank  circnlaftion  derives  from 
the  coonectioa  with  the  orecUt  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

It  follows,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that 
to  the  extent  of  this  Inflnence  the  issues  of  the 
banks  expand  and  contraot  with  the  expansion 
and  oontraotiloD  of  the  taoA  action  of  the  Gov- 
onment ;  with  the  increase  of  its  dntles,  taxes, 
inoom<L  and  expenditure ;  with  the  deposits  in 
its  Tauts,  acting  as  additional  capital,  and  the 
amoont  of  bank-notes  withdrawn,  in  conse- 
qaence,  from  circulation;  all  of  which  must 
directly  affect  the  amount  of  their  business  and 
issues,  and  bank  cnrrency,  and  must,  of  course, 
partake  of  all  those  vibrations  to  which  the  fis- 
cal action  of  the  Government  is  necessarily-ex- 
posed ;  and,  when  great  and  sadden,  must  ex- 
pose the  system  to  catastrophes  such  as  we  now 
witness.  In  fact,  a  more  suitable  instanoe  can- 
not selected  to  illustrate  the  truth  of  what 
I  assert  than  Qie  present,  as  I  shall  proceed  to 
show. 

To  mtdustand  tiie  oaasea  which  have  led  to 
the  present  state  of  things^  we  most  go  back  to 
Uie  year  1834,  wlun  the  tariff  qrstem  triumph- 
ed in  OoiiigresB— a  system  wUdh  imposed  daties 
not  for  the  purpose  of  revenoe,  out  to  en- 
courage the  indostry  of  one  portion  of  the 
Union  at  the  expense  of  the  other.  This  was 
f<^owed  up  by  the  act  of  1828,  which  consum- 
mated the  i^stem.  It  nused  uie  duties  so  ex- 
travagantly, that  out  of  an  annaal  importation 
of  tdxty-foor  millions,  thirty-two  passed  into 
the  Treasury;  that  is,  Government  took  one- 
hall  for  the  liberty  of  introdudng  the  other. 
Oovntless  niilliws  were  thaa  pound  into  tlie 
Tteesnnr  beyond  the  wants  of  die  GovenmuDt, 
which  became  in  time  the  sonroe  of  the  most 
extravagant  expeDditnres.  This  vast  increase 
of  reoeipts  and  expenditures  was  followed  by 
a  oorrenxMiding  expansion  of  the  bnsiness  of 
the  buka.  They  had  to  discount  and  iasoe 
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freely,  to  oiable  the  merchants  to  pay  th^ 
duty  bonds,  as  well  as  to  meet  the  vastly-in- 
creased expenditures  of  the  Government.  An- 
other effect  followed  the  act  of  1828,  which 
gave  a  still  fhrther  expansion  to  the  action  of 
the  banks,  and  which  is  worthy  of  notice.  It 
tamed  the  exchange  with  England  in  favor  of 
this  country.  That  portion  of  the  proceeds  of 
our  exports,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  high 
duties,  could  no  longer  return  with  profit  in  the 
usQ^  articles  which  we  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  receiving  principally  from  that  country  in 
ezdiange  for  our  exports,  returned  in  gold  and 
^ver,  m  order  to  purchase  similar  articles  at 
the  North.  This  was  the  first  canse  that  gave 
that  western  direotimi  to  the  precious  metals, 
the  revnlsive  return  *of  lAioh  has  been  followed 
by  BO  many  disasters.  With  the  exchange  In 
onr  favor,  and  conseqnently  no  demand  for 
gold  and  silver  abroad,  and  the  vafit  demand 
for  money  attendant  on  an  increase  of  the  rev- 
enue, almost  every  restrunt  was  removed  on 
the  discounts  and  issues  of  the  banks,  especial- 
ly in  the  northern  section  of  the  Union,  where 
these  causes  principally  operated.  "Wiih  their 
increase,  wages  and  prices  of  every  desci^tion 
rose  in  proportion,  followed,  of  course,  by  an 
increasing  demand  on  the  banks  for  farther  ia- 
Boes.  Tms  is  the  true  cause  of  that  expaosiim 
<Hf  the  omrenCT,  which  began  abont  the  com- 
mencement of  tiie  lata  administration,  bat 
which  was  erroneously  chaiged  by  it  to  the 
Bank  <^the  United  States.  It  arose  ont  of  the 
action  of  the  Government. 

The  bank,  in  increasing  its  boslness,  acted  in 
obedienoe  to  the  condition  of  things  at  the 
time,  and  in  oimformify  with  the  banks  gener- 
ally in  the  same  section.  It  was  at  this  Juno- 
tare  that  the  late  administration  came  into 
power ;  a  jnncture  remarkable  in  many  respects, 
out  more  especially  in  relation  to  the  question 
of  the  cnrrency.  Most  of  the  causes  which 
have  since  terminated  in  the  complete  pnMtra- 
titm  of  the  banks  and  the  commercial  pro^er- 
ity  of  the  ooontry  were  in  fbU  acti^ty. 

Another  cause,  al^ont  that  time,  ^  do  not 
remember  the  predse  date,}  bmn  to  prodnoe 
powerftd  effects.  I  refer  to  Ae  last  renewal 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England.  It  was 
renewed  for  ten  years,  and,  among  other  pro- 
visions, contuned  one  making  the  notes  of  that 
bank  a  legal  tender  in  all  cases  except  between 
the  bank  and  its  creditors.  The  effect  was  to 
dispense  still  further  with  the  use  of  the  pre- 
cious metala  in  that  great  commercial  country, 
which,  of  course,  caaeed  them  to  flow  out  ui 
every  direction  through  the  various  channels 
of  its  commerce.  A  Larse  portion  took  their 
direction  hitherward,  and  served  still  further 
to  increase  tiw  corrent  which,  from  causes  al- 
ready emunerated,  was  flowing  in  this  direc- 
tion ;  and  which  still  farther  increased  the 
fbroe  of  the  retnndog  corrent,  on  the  tarn  of 
the  tide. 

The  administration  did  not  comprehend  the 
diflBooUtoa  and  dangera  which  aorroonded  iK 
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Lkstead  (Kf  peroeiTing  the  true  reason  of  the 
expansioQ  of  the  correnc;',  and  adopting  the 
measures  060698917  to  arrest  it,  they  attributed 
it  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  made 
it  tiie  caose  or  pretext  of  wa^ng  war  on  that 
institation.  Among  the  first  acts  of  hostility, 
tiie  deposits  were  removed,  and  transferred  to 
selected  State  banks ;  the  effect  of  which,  in- 
stead (tf  reNsdnfi  the  tendency  to  enMuuioiL 
vas  to  throw  off  the  otHj  restraint  that  held 
the  banking  Institatioiu  of  tiie  oountrr  in, 
eheok;  and,  ot  course,  gave  to  the  swelling 
tide,  whidi  was  destined  to  desolate  the  ootm- 
tcjy  a  powerful  impnlse.  Banks  sprang  np  in 
every  diroction ;  discotmts  and  issnea  increased 
almost  witboat  limitation;  and  an  immense 
sorplns  reTenne  scciOnnlated  in  the  deposit 
baiUcs,  which,  after  the  payment  of  the  pnblic 
debt,  the  most  extravagant  appropriations  could 
not  exbaoat,  and  which  atited  as  additional 
banking  capital.  The  valne  of  money  daily 
depreciated ;  prices  rose ;  and  then  commenced 
those  mibonnded  qwcnlations,  particularly  in 

C'  "io  lands,  whioh  wwe  transraned,  by  mil- 
of  acres,  from  the  public  to  the  gpeoalatore 
for  wortliless  bank-notes,  till  at  lengtii  the 
swelling  flood  was  checked,  and  tlie  revulsive 
onrrent  burst  its  barriers,  and  overspread  and 
desolated  tiie  laud. 

The  first  check  came  from  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, which,  alarmed  at  the  loss  of  Its  precious 
metals,  refused  to  discount  American  bills,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  further  decrease  of  its  cash 
means,  and  cause  a  return  of  those  whioh  it 
bad  lost.  Then  followed  the  execution  of  the 
deposit  act,  which,  instead  of  a  remedial  meas- 
ure, as  it  might  have  been  made  if  properly 
executed,  was  made  the  instrument  of  weaken- 
ing the  bonks  at  the  pohit  of  preBsar&  eepedal- 
)y  in  the  great  commerdal  mebwolis  of  the 
naion,  where  so  large  a  ptntion  of  the  surplus 
revenue  was  aoonmulated.  And,  finally,  the 
Treasuiy  order,  which  still  further  weakened 
those  banks,  by  withdrawing  tlteir  cash  means 
to  be  invested  in  public  lands  iu  tiie  West 

It  is  often  easier  to  prevent  what  cannot  be 
remedied,  which  the  present  instance  strongly 
illustrates.  If  the  administration  had  formed 
a  time  conception  of  the  danger  in  time,  what 
has  since  happened  might  have  then  been  ea^y 
averted.  The  near  ^preach  of  the  6n>iration 
of  the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  would 
have  afforded  ample  means  of  staying  the  deso- 
lation, if  it  had  heen  timely  and  properly  nsed. 
I  saw  it  then,  and  purposed  to  renew  the  char- 
ter, for  a  United  period,  with  such  modifications 
as  would  have  effectually  reedsted  the  increas- 
ing eqiandfm  of  the  cnirenoy,  and,  at  tbe  same 
time,  gradually  and  finally  wear  oat  the  oon- 
neotion  between  the  bank  and  the  Govwnment. 
To  use  the  expression  I  then  used,  "  to  nnbank 
the  banks ; "  to  let  down  the  system  easily, 
and  so  to  effect  the  separation  between  the 
bank  and  the  Government  as  to  avoid  the  pos- 
sibility of  that  shock  whioh  I  then  saw  woa  in- 
evi table  without  some  such  remedy.  The 
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moment  was  eminently  propitious.  The  pre- 
cious metals  were  fiowing  in  on  na  from  every 
quarter,  and  the  vigorous  measures  I  purposed 
to  adopt  in  the  renewal  of  the  cliarter  would 
have  effectually  arrested  the  increase  of  banks, 
and  checked  tne  excess  of  their  discounts  and 
issues ;  so  that  the  aocnmulstiug  mass  of  gold 
and  silver,  instead  of  being  converted  into  bank 
capital,  and  swelling  the  tide  of  paper  drenlor 
tion,  would  have  wm  sabstitnted  m  the  {dace 
of  bank-notes,  as  a  permanent  and  vholescme 
additicn  to  the  currency  ot  the  conntty. 

But  neither  the  administration  nor  the  oppo- 
sition sustained  me,  and  the  precioes  oppor- 
tunity passed  unseized.  I  then  clearly  saw  ^e 
coming  calamity  was  inevitable;  and  it  h&s 
neither  arrived  sooner,  nor  is  it  greater,  than  I 
anticipated. 

Such  are  the  leading  causes  which  have  pro- 
duced the  present  disordered  state  of  the  cur- 
rency. There  are  others  of  a  minor  character, 
connected  with  the  general  condition  of  the 
commercial  world,  and  the  operatiims  of  the 
Executive  branch  of  the  Govennnent,  but 
which,  ct  themselTeB^  would  have  prodnoed 
but  Utile  effisot  To  repeat  the  causes  in  a  few 
words :  the  vast  increase  which  Hie  torifb  of 
1824  and  1828  gave  to  the  fiscal  action  d  tUe 
Government,  combined  with  the  causes  I  have 
enumerated,  gave  the  first  impulse  to  the  a- 
pansion  of  tho  onirenoy.  These,  in  torn,  gave 
that  extraordinary  impulse  to  overtrading  and 
speculation  (they  are  effects,  and  not  causes) 
which  has  finally  terminated  in  the  preeent 
calamity.  It  tnay  thus  be  ultimately  traced  to 
the  connection  between  the  banks  and  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable  ^at 
the  suspension  of  spede  payments  in  1816  in 
this  country,  and  that  of  1797  in  Great  Britain, 
were  produced  by  like  causes. 

Haviiq;  now  presented  my  views  of  tihe 
course  and  the  measures  whicb  the  permanoit 
policy  of  the  country,  looking  to  its  liberty  and 
lastmg  prosperity,  requires,  X  come  finally  to  the 

auestion  of  reUef.  I  have  placed  this  last — not 
3at  I  laa  devoid  of  sympathy  for  the  country 
in  the  pecuniary  distress  which  now  pervades 
it 

After  the  best  reflection,  I  am  of  the  impres- 
fdon  that  the  Government  can  do  but  little  in 
the  way  of  relief^  and  that  it  is  a  case  wMck 
must  be  mainly  left  to  tiie  constitution  of  the 
patient  who,  thank  God,  is  young,  vigorous, 
and  robust,  with  a  constitution  sufficient  to  sus- 
tain and  overomne  the  severest  attack.  I  dread 
the  doctor  and  his  iraga  mnoh  more  than  tbm 
disease  itself.  The  distress  of  the  country  con- 
sists in  its  indebtedness,  and  can  only  be  refier- 
ed  by  the  p^ment  iji  its  debts.  To  effect  this, 
hidustry,  frugality,  economy,  and  time,  ore  ne- 
cessary. I  rely  more  on  the  growing  crop — on 
the  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  of  the  South — • 
than  on  all  the  projects  or  devices  of  politicians. 
I  am  utterly  opposed  to  all  coercion  by  this 
Government.  But  Government  may  do  some- 
thing to  rdieve  the  distreai.  It  is  out  of  deb% 
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•nd  ia  one  of  the  {Mrinciiul  oreditm  both  of 
the  banks  and  of  the  merchants,  and  ahoold  set 
u  example  ttf  liberal  indulgence.  This  I  am 
williiw  to  give  freely.  I  am  also  prepared  to 
vote  freel?  the  aae  of  Goremment  credit  in 
some  safe  form,  to  supply  any  deficit  ia  the  cir- 
colation  during  the  process  of  recovery,  as  iar 
as  its  financi^  wants  will  permit.  I  see  not 
what  more  can  be  safely  done.  But  my  vision 
nu^  be  obtuse  upon  this  subject.  Those  who 
diner  from  me,  and  who  profess  so  much  sym- 
pathy for  the  public,  eeem  to  think  that  much 
relief  may  be  afforded.  I  hope  they  will  pre- 
sent their  views.  I  am  anxious  to  hear  their 
preseriptions ;  and  I  assure  them  that  what- 
ever they  may  propose,  if  it  shall  pnnnise  re- 
lief, and  be  not  inoonsiBtait  with  the  course 
irtiich  I  deem  absolutely  neoessary  for  the 
restoration  of  the  ooontry  to  perfect  health, 
shall  cheerfully  receive  my  support.  They  may 
be  more  keen-sighted  than  I  am  as  to  the  best , 
moans  of  relief^  out  cannot  have  a  stronger  dis- 
position to  afford  it. 

We  have,  Mr.  Prendent,  arrived  at  a  remark- 
able era  in  our  political  hostory.  The  days  of 
lefpslative  and  executive  encroachments,  of 
tariffs  and  surpluses,  of  bank  and  public  debt, 
and  extravagant  expenditure,  are  past  for  the 
present.  The  Government  stands  m  a  position 
dismtangled  from  the  past^  and  ftear  to  dtoose 
its  future  conrse  than  it  ever  has  been  dnoe  its 
oommeucement.  We  are  about  to  take  a  £reeh 
start  I  move  off  under  the  State-rights  ban- 
ner, and  go  in  the  direction  in  whi<£  I  have 
hem  so  long  moving.  I  seize  the  opportunity 
thoronghly  to  reform  the  Government ;  to  bring 
it  back  to  its  orif^nal  principles;  to  retrench 
and  economize,  and  rigidly  to  enforce  account- 
ability. I  shall  oppose  strenuously  all  attempts 
to  originate  a  new  debt ;  to  create  a  national 
bank ;  to  reunite  the  political  and  money  pow- 
er— more  dangerous  than  that  of  church  and 
state — in  any  form  or  shape;  to  prevent  the 
disturbances  of  the  compromise,  which  is  grad- 
ually removing  the  last  vestige  of  tJie  tariff 
system ;  and,  n^nly,  I  shall  use  my  best  efforts 
to  fpje  an  ascendency  to  the  great  oMuervative 
principle  of  State  Borerugnty,  over  the  danger- 
ous and  despotic  doctrine  of  consolidation.  I 
rejoice  to  think  that  the  Executive  department 
of  the  Government  is  now  so  reduced  in  pow- 
er and  means,  that  it  can  no  longer  rely  on  its 
influence  and  patronage  to  secure  a  majority. 
Henceforward  it  can  nave  no  hope  of  support- 
ing itself  but  on  wisdom,  moderation,  patriot- 
ism, and  devoted  attachment  to  the  constitution, 
which  I  trust  will  make  it,  in  its  own  defence, 
an  ally  in  effecting  the  reform  which  I  deem 
indispensable  to  ue  salvation  of  tiie  country 
and  its  institutions, 

I  look,  sir,  with  ^de  to  the  wise  and  noble 
bttring  of  the  UttleState-ri^ts  party,  of  which 
H  is  my  pride  to  be  a  member,  throughout  the 
erentftal  period  through  which  the  country  has 
passed  nnoe  1834.  Experience  already  bears 
testimony  to  th^  'p^otiam,  fimmesB,  and 
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sagacity ;  and  hiatwy  will  do  it  justice.  In 
that  year,  as  I  hftve  stated,  the  tuiff  qrstem 
triumphed  in  the  ooomnls  <tf  the  nation.  We 
saw  its  disastrous  political  bearings ;  foresaw 
its  surpluses  and  the  extravasanoes  to  which  it 
would  lead.  We  rallied  on  the  election  of^e 
late  President  to  arrest  it,  through  the  influ»ioe 
of  the  Executive  department  of  the  Govern* 
ment  In  this  we  fuled.  We  then  fell  back 
upon  the  rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  Stately 
and  by  the  action  of  a  small  but  ^sllant  State, 
and  through  the  potency  of  its  loterpoeition. 
we  brought  the  system  to  the  ground,  sustained 
as  it  was  by  the  (^position  and  the  administra- 
tion, and  by  the  whcde  power  and  patnmag* 
of  the  Qoverament.  Tba  pendens  overflow 
of  the  Treanuy,  oi  wbieh  it  was  the  parent, 
could  not  be  arrested  at  onoe.  The  surplus  was 
seized  on  by  tiie  Executive,  and,  by  its  control 
over  tiie  banks,  became  the  fimitml  source  of 
Executive  influence  and  encroachment  Witii- 
out  hesitation,  we  joined  our  old  oppoooats  on 
the  tanS  question,  but  under  our  own  flag,  and 
without  mei^;ihg  in  their  ranks,  and  made  a 
gallant  and  successful  war  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Executive.  That  terminated,  we 
part  with  our  late  allies  in  peace ;  and  move 
forward,  lag,  or  onward  who  may,  to  secure  the 
fruits  of  our  long  but  successful  struggle,  ondw 
the  old  r^bliMn  flag  of  1708,  whiob.  thou^ 
tattered  and  torn,  has  never  yet  been  unrered, 
and,  with  tiie  blesung  of  God,  never  shall  be 
with,  my  consent. 

On  conolcding  his  speech  Mr.  0.  submitted 
bis  amendment,  which  provided  that  from  and 
afi»r  the  1st  of  January  next,  three-fourths  of 
the  money  due  to  the  Govwnmcnt  may  be  paid 
in  notes  of  specie-paying  banks ;  that  from  and 
after  the  1st  of  January,  18S9,  one-half  might 
be  paid  in  such  notes ;  one-quarter  after  the  Ist 
of  January,  1840 ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the 
Ist  of  January,  1841,  aU  sums  due  the  Govern- 
ment for  custoios,  lands,  Ac,  shall  be  paid  only 
in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or 
in.  such  notes,  tuUs,  Ao.,  as  should  by  law  be 
ordered. 

Mr.  Wmnm  rose,  and  Inquired  of  Mr.  0.  to 
what  bill  it  was  jvopoeed  to  make  tids  aa 
amendment  ~ 

Mr.  Oalboun  replied,  to  one  oalled  the  di- 
vorce bill  between  tiie  Gk>veroment  and  the 
banksy  which  he  said  was  just  ahead. 

Mr.  BstrroK,  after  expressing  his  entire  con- 
currence in  the  amendment  of  Mr.  GAisomr, 
sent  to  the  Ghsir  two  amendments  of  hie  owil 
which  he  ssAd  comprised  the  substance  at 
the  bill  introduced  by  him  two  years  ago,  "  to 
ro-estaUish  the  oonstitotional  curreacv  o{  the 
country."  His  first  amendment  provides  that, 
after  a  day  to  be  specified,  all  the  publio  dues 
diould  be  paid  in  pHA  and  idlver  oily,  and  in 
Treasury  notes  andland  scrip,  as  might  by  law 
be  authorized;  and  the  second  provides  that, 
after  the  reeomptim  <tf  q>eoie  pt^meots  by  the 
banks,  the  Tkvuuy  ahonld  U^ia  with  apetds 
p^ments. 
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[These  amendments,  together  vlth  lb.  Oal- 
H<nnr*&  were  ordered  to  be  printed.] 

Hr.  B.  s^d  he  should  not  have  risen  in>  this 
debate,  had  it  not  been  for  the  misapprehensions 
which  seemed  to  pervade  the  minds  of  some 
Bettors  as  to  the  character  of  the  bill.  It  is 
called  by  some  a  ^aper-money  bill,  and  by 
others  a  bill  to  germinate  a  new  national  debt. 
These  are  serious  imputations,  and  require  to 
be  answered,  not  by  dedamation  and  recrimina- 
tion, bat  by  facts  and  reasons,  addressed  to  the 
candor  and  to  the  Intelligence  of  an  enlightened 
and  patrfotio  oommnnity. 

I  dissent  from  the  Imputations  on  the  charac- 
ter of  the  bill  I  maintain  that  it  is  ndther  a 
I>l^>er-moDey  bill,  nor  a  bill  to  lay  Ihe  fonndi^ 
tica  for  a  new  national  debt ;  and  will  briefiy 
pre  mj  reasons  for  believing  as  I  do  on  boui 
points. 

There  are  certiUnly  two  dasees  of  Treasury 
notes — one  for  investment,  and  one  for  cironla- 
tion ;  and  both  classes  are  known  to  our  laws, 
and  possess  distinctive  featores,  which  define 
tii«r  respective  characters,  ai^  confine  tliem 
to  their  respective  uses. 

The  notes  for  investment  bear  an  interest 
•affldent  to  induce  capitalists  to  exchange  gold 
and  lUver  for  them,  and  to  lay  them  by  as  a 
prodnotive  ftrnd.  This  Is  thdr  distinctive  feat- 
ure, bnt  not  the  only  one ;  th^  wMsess  other 
Babn^ary  qualities,  such  as  transferaUHty  only 
1^  endorsement — payable  at  a  fixed  time — not 
re-issnable — ^nor  of  small  denomination — and 
to  be  canceled  when  paid.  Kotes  of  this  class 
are,  in  fact,  loan  not^ — ^notes  to  raise  loans  on, 
by  selling  them  for  hard  money — dther  im- 
mediately by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  or, 
secondarily,  by  the  creditor  of  the  Government 
to  whom  tiiey  have  been  paid.  In  a  word,  they 
possess  all  the  qualities  which  invite  invest- 
ment, and  forbid  and  impede  circulation.  The 
act  of  181S  authorized  an  issne  of  notes  of  this 
description.  They  bore  five  and  two-fifths  per 
wzkt.  interest,  with  an  express  olaose  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  mi|^t  raise  money 
upon  them  by  loon.  I  preaame  there  are  Sen- 
ators present  who  were  members  of  tite  House 
of  Representatives  In  1812,  who  uve  the  aano- 
tion  of  their  approbation  to  the  Treasury  note 
law  of  that  year,  and  who  would  be  very  un- 
willing to  hear  the  epithets  applied  to  that  law 
which  are  lavished  upon  this  bill,  which  Is 
copied  fh}m  It. 

The  Treasury  notes  for  currency  are  distin- 
guished by  features  and  qualities  the  reverse  of 
titose  which  have  been  mentioned.  They  bear 
littie  or  no  interest.  They  are  payable  to  bear- 
er— transferable  by  delivery — re-issnable— of 
kiw  denominations — and  frequently  reimbnrs- 
ible  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government  They 
are,  in  fact,  paper  money,  and  possess  all  the 
qualities  which  forbid  investment,  and  invite  to 
drculation.  The  Treasury  notes  of  181fi  were 
of  that  character,  except  for  the  optional  cianse 
to  enable  the  holder  to  ftrnd  them  at  the  interest 
■whkh  commanded  loans— at  seven  per  ooit. 
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These  are  the  distinctive  features  of  the  two 

classes  of  notes.  Now  try  tiie  committee^s  trfU 
by  the  test  of  th^  qualities.  It  will  be  fonnd 
that  the  nfttes  which  it  authorizes  beltmg  to 
the  first-named  class;  that  tiiey  are  to  bear  an 
interest,  which  may  be  six  per  cent. ;  that  they 
are  transferable  only  by  endorsement;  that 
they  are  not  re-issuable^  that  they  are  to  be 
piUd  at  a  day  certain,  to  wit,  within  one  year ; 
that  they  are  not  to  be  issued  of  less  denomina- 
tion than  (Hie  hundred  dollars ;  are  to  be  can- 
celled when  taken  ap ;  and  that  the  Secretary 
of  tiie  Treasnry  is  expressly  antiiorized  to  raise 
money  upon  them  by  loaning  them. 

These  are  the  foatores  and  qnalities  of  the 
notes  to  be  issued,  and  ther  define  and  fix  their 
character  as  notes  to  raise  loons,  and  to  be  liud 
by  as  investments,  and  not  aa  notes  for  currency, 
to  be  poshed  into  drculation  by  the  power  of 
the  Government,  and  to  add  to  the  onrse  of  tbe 
day  hy  increadng  the  quantity  of  unconvertible 
paper  money. 

The  execution  of  the  act,  and  especially  the 
cardinal  feature  of  the  quantum  of  inter^  is 
left  to  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry.  I  presnme  it  will  be  exeouted  as  a 
law  to  borrow  money;  and  in  that  point  of 
view  the  interest  was  left  open,  under  a  maxi- 
mum limit,  as  is  proper  to  be  done  in  all  proposi- 
tions for  loans.  Bids  may  he  Invited  by  ad- 
vertisement; tiie  competition  (tf  lenders  may 
fix  the  interest ;  o^itaiists  may  fix  it  by  com- 
petition, though  nominally  left  to  the  diacretiui 
of  the  President  and  Secretary ;  and  at  what- 
ever rate  it  is  thns  fixed — at  whatever  rate  a 
loan  of  gold  and  rilver  is  commanded — at  that 
rate  the  whole  issue,  made  at  any  one  time, 
ought  to  go.  There  shonld  not  be  two  rates 
of  mterest — a  high  one  for  the  independent  and 
opulent  capitalist  and  a  low  one  for  the  help- 
less and  necessitous  public  creditor. 

This  is  my  opimon  of  the  character  of  these 
Treasury  notes,  and  of  the  mode  of  using  them. 
I  cannot  doubt  but  that  lenders  will  present 
themselves,  and  that  the  whole  ten  millioDS 
may  be  borrowed  in  gold  and  ^Iver  jast  as  ftst 
as  the  Oovemment  needs  ik  That  oplniat  la 
framed  nptm  data— upon  tiie  great  ammmt  ot 
specie  now  in  the  eoontry,  its  unprodnotiveness 
to  its  present  holders,  and  the  faoiUty  with 
wbioh  large  amounts  of  specie  were  borrowed 
immediatdy  after  the  bmk  suspensions  and  the 
commerciEd  revulsions  of  1810.  The  specie  in 
the  United  States  cannot  now  be  less  than  it 
was  six  mootiia  ago,  to  wit,  eighty  millions  of 
dollars ;  for  it  is  shown  by  the  Oustom-honse 
reports,  and  other  data,  tiiat^  notwithstanding 
the  efforts  to  ship  it  to  Europe,  the  itmrarts  aixl 
exports  are  about  even  daring  that  time ;  and 
that,  taking  the  whole  fiscal  year  together,  the 
imports  now  exceed  the  exports  by  nearly  four 
millions  of  dollars ;  and  that  near  $900,000  in 
gold  have  been  coined  in  the  first  three  qnar- 
ters  of  the  present  calendu*  year.  The  specie 
in  the  country  cannot,  therefore,  be  less  than 
$80,000,000,  and,  upon  the-  calculation  of  last 
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year,  is  more.  The  whole  of  thia  vast  amoont 
k  ly^  tdle,  barren,  and  iui|»odao(aTe  to  its 
ownen-^Mt  tiiat  they  are  all  unwilling  to  lend 
it,  and  to  ree^ve  fntflsest,  bat  for  want  at  bor- 
rowers in  whom  they  have  oonfidenoe.  The 
United  States  will  present  that  borrower,  and 
will  bring  forth  the  hoarded  treasares  which 
the  lack  of  general  confidence  now  consigns  to 
sterility  in  private  chests  and  in  special  bank 
deposits.  ThuBitwa8in-1819-*S0.  The  com- 
mercial and  bank  catastrophe  of  that  period 
took  place  in  1810 ;  in  less  than  a  year  after- 
wards, from  the  collapse  of  bnnness  and  the 
stagnation  of  commerce,  money  in  the  Atlantic 
dties  was  abundant,  idle,  and  seeking  invest- 
ment at  four  or  five  per  cent.  So  sc^s  Mr. 
Cheves— 40  we  can  all  remonber. 

The  bitt  has  been  denoimoed  as  the  germ  of  a 
new  national  debt  It  eertainly  proposee  the 
creation  of  a  debt.  But  fbr  what  pnipose,  and 
under  what  oiromnstances  ?  To  comply  with 
the  maxim,  that  a  public  debt  is  a  pablio  bless- 
ing I  By  DO  means  I  Bat  to  relieve  the  States 
from  being  called  upon  for  a  reimbursement  of 
any  part  of  the  twenty-seven  milUoos  of  doUan 
which  have  been  deposited  with  them ;  to  re- 
lieve the  merchants  irom  an  immediate  payment 
of  foar  millions ;  and  to  relieve  the  late  de- 
posit banks  from  an  Immediate  press  for  six 
millions.  This  is  the  ol^eot  The  loan  of  ten 
minions  on  the  Treasmy  notes  oomes  in  place 
<rf  the  four  and  rixmillkina  due  from  merohaute 
and  the  banks.  It  is  because  we  cannot  (x^eot 
the  one,  that  we  create  the  other.  If  we  had 
the  ten  millioDB  from  the  merchioite  and  the 
banks,  we  should  not  want  the  Treasury  notes ; 
not  being  able  to  collect  those  ten  millions,  we 
l^ve  time  to  oor  debtors,  and  borrow  an  eqniv- 
ueut  sum. 

I  trust  I  have  vindicated  the  bill  from  the 
stigma  of  being  a  paper  currency  bill,  and  from 
the  imputation  of  being  the  fint  stop  towards 
the  creation  of  a  new  national  debt  I  hope  it 
is  iUIy  cleared  from  the  odium  of  both  these 
imputations.  I  will  now  say  a  few  words  on 
the  policy  of  issuing  Treasury  notes  in  time  of 
peaoB,  or  even  in  time  of  war,  until  the  ordi- 
nary resouroes  of  loans  and  taxes  had  been  tried 
and  exhausted.  I  am  no  fHend  to  the  issue  of 
Treasory  notes  of  any  kind.  As  Imns.  tiiey 
are  a  disguised  mode  of  borrowing,  and  easy 
to  slide  into  a  currency :  as  a  oorrenoy,  it  Is  the 
most  seductive,  the  most  dangerous,  and  the 
most  liable  to  abuse  of  all  the  descriptions  of  pa- 
per money.  "  The  stamping  <^  paper  (by  Gov- 
ernment) is  sn  operation  so  much  easier  than  the 
laying  of  taxes,  or  of  borrowing  money,  that 
a  Government  in  the  habit  of  paper  emissions 
would  rarely  &il,  in  any  emergency,  to  indulge 
itself  too  far  in  the  employmmt  of  tiiat  re- 
source, to  avoid  as  much  as  poenble  one  leee 
aospioioas  to  presrait  pwnurify.**  So  said 
Oenml  Omillton;  and  Jefibrwm,  Hadison, 
IbooD,  Bandolph,  sod  all  the  fathers  of  the  re- 
publiosn  ohunui,  oonoorred  with  him.  These 
segadooB  ststesmen  wen  shy  of  thb  fiudle  and 
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se^iotive  resource,  "  so  liaUe  to  abuse,  and  so 
certain  of  being  abased."  They  held  it  inad- 
ndseible  to  recor  to  it  In  time  of  peace,  and 
that  it  could  only  be  thought  of  amidst  the 
exigences  and  perils  of  war,  and  that  aftw  ex- 
hausting the  direct  and  responsible  alternative 
of  loans  and  taxes.  '  Bred  in  tiie  school  of  these 
great  men,  I  came  here  at  this  session  to  oppose, 
at  all  risks,  an  Issue  of  Treasury  notes.  I  pre- 
ferred a  direct  loan,  and  that  for  many  and 
cogent  reasons.  There  is  clear  authority  to 
borrow  in  the  constitution;  but,  to  find  au- 
thority to  issue  these  notes,  we  mast  enter  the 
field  of  constructive  powers.  To  borrow,  is  to 
do  a  responsible  act ;  it  is  to  incnr  certain  atv 
countabitity  to  the  constitoent,  and  heavy  cen- 
sure if  it  cannot  be  Justified :  to  issue  these 
notes,  is  to  do  an  act  which  raw  ooorider  o^ 
which  takes  but  Uttle  hold  of  the  public  mind, 
which  tew  condemn  ud  some  enoours^,  be> 
cause  it  increase  the  quantum  of  what  is  vain^ 
called  money.  Loans  are  limited  by  tiie  eda- 
city, at  least,  of  one  side  to  borrow,  and  of 
the  other  to  lend ;  the  issue  of  t^ese  notes  has 
no  limit  but  the  will  of  the  makers  and  the 
supply  of  lamp-black  and  rags.  The  con- 
tinental bills  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  asng- 
nats  of  France,  should  furnish  some  instractive 
lessons  on.  this  head.  Direct  loans  are  always 
voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  lender ;  Treasury 
note  loans  may  be  a  forced  borrowing  from-  the 
Government  creditor — as  ranch  so  as  if  the  bi^- 
onet  were  put  to  his  breast;  fi»  neeesd^  has 
no  law,  and  the  neeesritous  claimant  must  take 
whi^  is  tmdered,  whether  with  or  witiiout  in- 
terest— whether  ten  or  fifty  per  cent  below 
par.  I  distrast,  dlelike,  and  would  fain  to- 
chew,  this  Treasury  note  resource.  I  prefer 
the  direct  loans  of  1820-'21.  I  could  only  bring 
myself  to  acquiesce  in  this  measure  when  H 
was  uiged  that  there  was  not  time  to  carry  a 
loan  through  its  forma ;  nor  even  then  could  I 
consent  to  it,  until  every  feature  of  a  currency 
operation  had  been  eradicated  from  the  face  of 
the  bUl. 

Mr.  WixxxB  s^  he  had  all  along  intend- 
ed to  o&r  a  rimilor  amen^nent,  and  would 
now  (by  leave  of  Mr.  0.)  do  so.  Mr.  W.  said 
he  was  imposed  to  allowing  any  interest  what- 
ever on  uw  notes  to  be  isstwd,  and  for  the  fid- 
lowing  reasons :  Urst,  because  it  appeared  to 
him  quite  unnecessary  to  allow  interest  on 
them.  This  Government,  possessed  of  a  publio 
domun  of  snch  vast  extent  and  value,  amount- 
ing to  at  least  seven  hundred  millions  of  acres, 
and  being  out  of  debt,  (tiie  only  OovOTument 
of  which  such  a  proud  circumstance  could  be 
related,)  was  not  under  the  necessity  of  allur- 
ing credit  to  its  notes  by  the  offer  of  a  trifling 
interest  Notes  issued  by  snch  a  Government 
woold  command  fall  credit  equal  to  gold  and 
nlver,  and  would  fredy  pass  as  sneh  without 
Interest  This  was  his  first  reastm  ag^nst 
these  notes  bearing  any  interest 

His  second  reason  was^  the  following :  If 
these  notes  are  made  to  'bear  interest,  th^ 
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would,  almost  immediately  on  their  iasne,  take 
their  flight  to  Europe ;  they  would  be  transmit- 
ted Hxen,  inatead  of  roecie ;  and,  coming  from 
&  GoTemment  of  snoh  undoubted  credit,  they 
wonld  be  freely  received  there  iu  payment  of 
onr  debts,  even  without  bearing  any  interest. 
Uuch  more,  therefore,  would  they  be  made 
■welcome  in  Europe  when  they  bore  interest. 
This  was  hla  second  reason  fur  wishing  to  allow 
no  interest  upon  them^  because  it  would  lead  to 
Uieir  more  rapid  abstnotioa  from  oircolation 
here. 

A  third  reason  J£r.  'W.  would  now  stat«L 
which,  indeed,  was  a  branch  of  hia  second 
reason,  bat  to  which  he  earnestly  solicited  the 
attention  of  Senatore.  He  thought  tbat,  in 
consequence  of  the  issue  of  these  biUs,  beanog 
interest,  an  immediate  e£fect  would  be  prodooed 
upon  the  price  of  cotton,  highly  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  planters  in  the  Soath.  There  ia 
now  (said  Mr.  W.)  a  demand  for  cotton,  and, 
consequently,  a  rise  in  its  price.  The  cause  of 
this  he  was  disposed  to  attribute  to  the  fact 
tliat  ootton  was  a  better  remittance  to  Europe 
in  payment  of  our  debts  than  specie;  and, 
therefore,  merchants  who  had  to  remit  to 
Enrope,  instead  of  baying  specie,  bought  cot- 
ton, and  remitted  it  in  the  place  specie. 
Hence  a  demand  for  cotton  in  tbe  market  Be 
QSx.  W.)  understood  that  the  Bank  of  tbe 
trnited  States  itself  had  gone  into  market  and 
bought  up  cotton  to  send  to  Europe,  instead  of 
i^eoie,  settiag  the  example  of  a  remittance  bo 
highly  condacive  to  the  interests  of  the  cotton- 
grower — having  purchased  (he  believed)  as 
much  as  three  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  cot- 
ton. 

Now,  the  effects  of  tiiia  issue,  with  interest, 
would  be,  that  tbe  whole  ten  millions  issued 
would  be  sent  to  Europe,  instead  of  the  produce 
of  the  oountry ;  and,  eonsequentiy,  ten  millions 
less  of  ootton,  or  other  produce  would  be  sold. 
This  he  (Mr.  W.)  ixmsidered  absolute^  the 
same  thing  as  directiy  taking  so  much  money 
out  of  tbe  pockets  of  the  Southern  producers, 
because,  but  for  this  measure,  so  mueh  money 
would  be  expended  with  them  in  the  purcliase 
of  their  proaace.  If  the  merchants  who  now 
remitted  cotton  instead  of  specie  could  find  any 
tJiing  more  convenient  for  them  to  remit — more 
eamly  to  be  procured  and  transmitted — they 
would  natnraUy  avwl  themselves  of  it.  Now, 
these  notes  bearing  interest  were  precisely  this 
convenient  remittance  which  the  merchants 
wanted ;  and,  therefore^  instead  of  buying  up 
any  more  ootton,  they  will  poBseas  themselves 
of  these  notes,  and  remit  them.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  tb^  in  Europe  would  prefer  these 
notes  to  our  cotton,  ns  coming  from  a  Ctovem- 
mffiit  snob  as  he  (Mr.  W.)  hod  described,  and 
beariiu  interest  besides,  which  the  ootton  did 
not  Thns  the  effect  would  be  to  throw  the 
ootton  of  the  South  out  of  the  market,  and 
tiiereby  cause  a  fall  in  its  price  ruinous  to  the 
already  rained  producers.  Such  a  measure  he, 
as  coming  from  the  great  cotton-^wuig  State, 
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felt  blms^  called  upon  most  strenuouBly  to 

oppose. 

Anotiier  reason  he  would  state  why  he  wish- 
ed this  issue  of  notes  bearing  an  interest  should 
not  take  place ;  it  was  this  :  these  notes  being 
remitted  to  Europe,  (as  undoubtedly  they  would 
be,)  would  create  a  debt  abroad  against  us. 
Our  Government  would  thus  be  made  a  debtor 
to  foreign  Govemmenta  and  people — a  thing  in 
his  view  by  no  means  deurable.  Mr.  "Vf.  con- 
eluded  by  moving  that  so  much  of  the  bill  as 
relates  to  allowing  interest  upon  the  notes  be 
stricken  out 

Mr.  Wbight  expressed  himsdf  taken  1^ 
surprise  with  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi.  £Vom  the  discussioD 
which  bad  already  taken  place  on  this  bill,  it 
was  evident  that  were  was  much  difference  <tf 
opinion  among  Senators  on  this  subject ;  some 
differed  from  views  of  policy,  others.on  princi- 
ple. He  confessed  it  was  his  hope  that  the 
amendment  jnst  offered  would  not  be  agreed 
to.  The  object  which  he  was  anxious  to  attun 
was,  to  make  these  notes,  as  far  as  practicable, 
equal  to  gold  and  Mlver,  and  as  acceptable  to 
the  public  creditor.  Now,  it  did  not  appear  to 
him  that  this  oljeot  coold  be  attained  unless 
the  discretion  allowed  by  this  bin  to  the  Beixe- 
tary  was  rehuned  in  the  bilL  Mr.  Vf.  did  not 
think  that  the  country,  at  this  pecuUar  junc- 
ture, was  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  emission 
of  notes  without  interest  The  effect  of  such 
an  issue  would  be  to  cause  the  notes  to  sink  in 
value  in  the  market ;  but  if  they  bore  intere^ 
no  risk  of  this  kind  he  thought  would  be  mn. 
It  was  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  interest 
was  not  fixed ;  it  was  only  limited  not  to  exceed 
six  per  cent, ;  in  every  other  req>ect,  the  que»* 
tion  was  left  entirely  to  the  ^scr^um  of  tbe 
Secretary. 

Mr.  Enro,  of  Gtooivi%  must  profess  tbe  high 
respect  he  entertained  for  Ae  sentimenta  and 
opinions  of  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Oandina, 
(Mr.  OAi.BOinr,)  and  of  the  Senator  from  ICs- 
sisuppi,  (Mr.  Waixeb.)  It  was,  therefore, 
somewhat  painful  to  his  feeling  to  be  obliged, 
on  the  present  occasion,  to  differ  from  those 
honwable  gentlemen.  Tliere  was  one  principle 
of  finance  which  appeared  to  bim  incontrovert- 
ible :  namely,  that  whenever  there  existed  two 
sorts  of  currency  in  circulation,  of  which  the 
one,  from  any  cause,  possessed  any  advantages 
above  tbe  other,  by  answering  any  one  wa- 
pose  more  than  the  other,  then  that  would  al- 
ways command  a  small  premium  over  the  other. 
This  truth  was  fully  evidenced  at  the  present 
momwt,  when  drafts  which  had  oven  been  pro- 
tested, jet,  coming  from  the  Government,  com- 
manded a  premium  litUe  inferior  to  that  of  gold 
and  silver.  In  order  to  place  these  Treasury 
notes  in  the  most  £avorable  position,  and  to 
prevent  tlieir  depreciation,  Mr.  K.  thought 
that  the  discretion  allowed  by  tbe  bill  ought  to 
be  left  with  the  Secretary,  to  be  used  according 
to  tbe  emergency  of  circumstances.  The  Secre- 
taiy  mig^t  thm  attach  to  the  notes  what  in- 
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terest  mkht  be  necessary  to  make  them  accept- 
able to  the  creditors  of  the  Oovemmeat.  He 
did  not  entertiua  the  apprehensions  of  his  hon- 
orable friend  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Wal- 
xsit)  that  these  notes  would  find  their  way  to 
Europe.  We  had  had  kites  enongh,  (and,  in- 
deed, too  many,)  which  had  been  nuide  to  flj 
acroM  the  Atlantic;  and  now  he  thooght  no 
more  of  our  paper  would  find  its  way  to  Europe 
laast  until  our  debt  was  paid  off  there. 

Ur.  E.  proceeded  ftirther  to  combat  the  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  'Waleeb,  nrgiog  that  at  the  present 
state  of  the  exchanges  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, a  better  state  of  things  conld  not  perhaps 
he  expected. 

Mr.  Bbnton  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
Mr.  Walkeb^s  motion;  which  were  ordered, 
and  the  amendment  was  r^ected — ayes  6,  noes 
40,  as  follows: 

Teas. — Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  UcEean,  Strange, 
Walker,  Toung — 6. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,'  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ey.,  Clayton, 
Fulton,  Gnmdy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  EJng  of  Ala.,  King 
of  Georgia,  Knight,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Korvell,  X^eroe,  Preston,  SiTes,  Roane,  Bobbins, 
BoMnsoB,  Ruggle«,  Sevicar,  Smith  of  Gtam.,  Smith 
of  Ind.,  Southard,  Spenoe,  Swift,  Talbnadge,  Tipton, 
Wall,  Webster,  Wlute,  WUUama,  Wrigfal-Uo. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  by  the  following  vote : 

YiAs. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Ctaj  of  Alabama  Clay- 
ton, Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Ala., 
Kiqg  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Lyon,  McKean,  Morris, 
Nfcholas,  Niles,  Norrell,  Fierce,  Bives,  Roue,  Rob- 
bins,  Robinson,  Rnggles,  Sevier,  South  of  Connecti- 
cut, ^th  of  Indiiuia,  Staage,  Swift,  TaUnwIge, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  Wefaater,  White,  WUUama, 
Wright,  Young — 42. 

Katb.— Mean&  Clay  of  Kentnd^,  Crittenden, 
Preston,  Southard,  Spence — 6. 

Merehantif  Bonds, 

The  biH  ttrtending  the  time  for  the  pajmeot 
of  mendiaDts'  revenue  tKmds,  iras  next  taken 
np. 

Mr.  Sbtibb  colled  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
tJie  qnestion,  which  were  ordered,  and  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative — ayes  4^  noe  1 ;  Mr, 
Sbtisb  only  voting  in  the  ncsatiTe. 

So  the  bill  was  wdered  to  m  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


TuttDAT,  S^tember  10. 
The  following  hflls  were  read  a  third  time 
mnd  passed: 
The  bill  anthoriiing  the  Issue  of  Treasnry 

notes; 

The  hiU  to  extend  the  time  of  payment  on 
merchants'  rerenne  bonda ;  and 

The  bill  for  a^nsting  the  remaining  dalms 
on  the  late  deposit  banks. 

£ind$  of  Mimeyfor  Betmue. 
Ifr.  Bms,  pnrsoBnt  to  notion  rose  to  ask 
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leave  to  introdaoe  a  bill  to  dedgoate  the  fiinds 
receivable  in  payment  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Qovemment. 

Mr.  B.,  on  introducing  the  hill,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  I  rise,  in  pnrsnance  of  the 
notice  I  gave  yesterday,  to  ask  leave  to  bring 
in  "  A  bOl  to  derignate  the  fhnds  receivable  In 

f ayment  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States.'* 
t  will  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  Senate  that 
among  the  most  prondnent,  and  certainly  not 
tlie  least  important  objeota  presented  botii  1^  the 
Pr^ident's  Message  and  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasnry,  for  the  "  immediate 
attention  "  of  Congress  at  their  present  session, 
is  the  expediency  of  some  legislative  providon 
defining  the  character  of  the  mnds  to  be  receiv- 
ed, in  fatnre,  in  discbarge  of  the  pnblio  dnes. 
fVom  the  intimate  conneotion  between  the  col- 
lection of  the  pnblio  revenue  and  the  general 
currency  of  the  conntry,  this  qnestion  has,  in 
my  estimation,  far  more  essentul  bearings  on 
the  great  interests  of  the  oommnnily  than  any 
which  the  President  has  snbmitted  for  onr  de- 
liberations. Tlie  Committee  on  finance,  how- 
ever, to  whom  the  Message  was  referred,  have 
not  thought  it  proper  to  make  any  report  on 
that  portion  of  it,  and  we  have  be^  informed 
by  the  honorable  chairman,  that  it  is  not  their 
intention  to  make  any  report  npon  it  at  the 
present  session.  It  is  this  (unissicm  on  the  part 
of  the  committee  tbat  it  is  the  otject  of  my 
motion  now  to  supply. 

The  President  recommends  that  hencefor- 
ward the  whole  revenaes  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  collected  exclusively  in  gold  and  silver. 
A  proposition  of  so  marked  a  character,  ema- 
nating from  a  source  of  such  high  anthority, 
ooold  not  fiul  to  excite  deep  anxiety  in  the  pnb- 
lio mind ;  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  all  nnoer- 
tunty  in  regard  to  the  poIi<7  <tf  the  Govem- 
ment  on  so  vital  a  subject,  should  be  promptly 
settlod  one  way  or  the  other,  by  the  action  of 
the  Icffialative  department.  It  is  my  misfortune 
to  diflrer  with  the  President  in  his  views  ctf  the 
expediency  of  this  proposition.  I  am  ftally  con- 
vinced tbat,  in  the  actual  condition  of  our  dr- 
cnlating  medium,  and  in  what  is  likely  for  years 
to  come  to  be  its  condition,  the  operation  of 
snch  a  measure  wonld  be  distressing  to  the 
commnnity,  injurious  to  every  branch  of  indus- 
try and  enterprise,  and,  above  all,  would  post- 
pcHte  indefinite^  ttiat  return  to  specie  psymoits 
by  the  banks,  which  la  the  great  ol^Jeet  of  the 
pnblio  soUottnde^  snd  ought  to  be  the  end  and 
aim  of  oar  deliberations  here.  Yieving  the 
qnestion  in  this  light,  I  dedred  It  should  be  met 
with  promptitude,  considered  witii  candor,  and 
decided  witii  wisdom. 

Since  I  gave  notice  yesterday  of  my  motion, 
two  gentlemen,  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
tioo,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  and  the  Senator  from  lOs- 
souri,  (Mr.  Bbston,)  have  submitted  propon- 
tiona  intended  to  carry  out  the  President's  re- 
oommendation,  di£^og  somewhat  in  detail, 
but       founded  on  the  prindide  of  rejecting 
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bank  paper  altogeUber  in  the  operatjcms  of  the 

OoTerameDt,  even  though  immediately  convert- 
ible into  specie,  and  issued  bj'  baoks  of  naques- 
tionable  solidity.  Both  contemplate,  as  does 
the  recommendation  of  tiie  President,  a  thorough 
revolation  in  the  policy  and  practice  of  the 
Government.  From  the  origin  of  the  Govern- 
ment it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Treasury 
Department  to  treat  the  notes  of  ^ecie-paying 
banks  03  equivalent  to  specie ;  and  the  joint 
resolution  of  1616  expressly  placed  bank  notes 
oonvertible  into  specie  on  the  same  footing  with 
q>ecie,  in  the  fiscal  transactloiu  of  the  GoTem- 
ment.  It  is  true  that,  under  the  oonstructfon 
ffxea  to  that  act  by  the  law  ofiftoer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, tiie  late  j^eddent  of  the  United  States 
oaosed  an  order  to  be  Issued  requiring  payments 
for  public  lands  to  be  made  in  gold  and  silver 
alone,  still  leavins  the  other  branch  of  the  rev- 
enue (the  customs)  to  be  collected  as  heretofore, 
in  the  notes  of,  or  checks  on,  specie^paylng 
banks.  That  order  was  understood  at  the  time 
to  be  Issued  for  objects  purely  of  a  temporary 
nature,  and  as  such  it  may  have  been  a  salutary 
measure.  But  its  continuance  as  a  part  of  the 
permanent  policy  of  the  Government  was  al- 
most unanimously  repudiated  by  the  voice  of 
the  repreaeatatives  of  the  peo^  and  of  the 
States. 

Ton  wen  remember,  ISx.  President,  that  the 
disflusdons  to  which  this  sn1:t}ect  gave  rise,  dur- 
ing t^e  last  session  of  Oongreas,  terminated  in 
the  passage  of  a  bill,  by  overwhdmiog  m^or- 
ities  of  both  Houses,  d^tmctly  reaffirming  the 
principle  of  the  ^olnt  resolution  of  1 81 6,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  receivability  of  the  notes  of  specie- 
paying  banks,  and  containing  also  the  signifi- 
cant provision  that,  in  future,  no  discrimination 
should  be  made  between  the  different  branches 
of  the  revenue,  as  to  the  medium  in  which  they 
were  to  be  pud.  This  bill  received  the  vot^ 
of  nine-tenths  of  the  members  of  this  House, 
and  near  three-fourths  of  the  other.  Still  it 
did  not  become  a  law.  The  drcumstances 
under  which  it  was  arretted  in  Hba  wdinary 
and  regular  course,  and  which  alone  preventra 
it  from  being  now  the  law  of  the  landl^are  fresh 
In  the  recollection  of  the  country.  I  will  not 
apeak  of  them,  for  it  is  m^  sincere  wish  to  keep 
out  of  the  present  discussion  every  thing  which 
may  awaken  impleasant  feelings.  But  thi?  I 
will  say,  that  no  act  of  legislation  was  ever  the 
subject  of  a  more  watchful  scrutiny,  in  the  va- 
riona  stages  of  its  progress ;  few,  if  any,  have 
ever  met  a  fuller  discussion,  or  a  more  delib- 
erate consi  deration ;  none,  within  my  experience, 
have  ever  received  a  more  unanimous  and  em- 
phatic assent  of  the  bodies  by  which  it  was 
passed.  The  country,  too,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  learn,  (and  I  have  not  been  an  inatten- 
tive observer  of  the  evidence  of  public  senti- 
ment on  the  subject,)  has  responded  with  a 
gwiand  Toice  of  approbation  to  the  decision  of 
Congress,  and  warmly  and  cordially  sostdned 
it.  It  is  tliat  measure,  thus  doubly  sanctioned, 
with  loaio  modificationB  suited  to  the  change 
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of  cironmstaaoea,  that  I  beg  leave  to  re-present 

as  a  compliance  with  the  call  of  the  Prendent 
on  Congress  for  further  legislation,  believing  it 
to  be  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion, 
as  wen  as  useful  and  salntary  in  its  genexm 
operation  on  the  currency.  . 

The  principles  of  that  biU  were  these :  It  de- 
clared that  tne  public  dues  should  be  coUected 
in  specie,  or  in  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks, 
under  certain  restrictions  in  r^anl  to  small 
notes,  which  were  intended  to  promote  tiie  sup- 
pression (ultimately  but  gradually)  of  dSi  notes 
nnder  twenty  dollars ;  and  it  further  provided, 
as  X  have  already  stated,  tiiat,  lu  future,  no  dJa- 
crimination  should  be  made  between  tlw  iWer^ 
ent  branches  of  the  revenue,  as  to  the  tnada  In 
which  they  were  receivable.  These  prindplea 
are  incorporated  in  the  biU  I  now  ask  leave  to 
present,  and  in  the  very  lan^age  in  which  they 
stood  in  the  bill  of  last  session.  The  modifica- 
tions of  that  biU  which  I  have  made  with  refer- 
ence to  existing  circumstances  are  these :  In  con* 
templation  of  the  contingency  (now  highly  prob- 
able) of  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  I  have  in- 
troduced an  alternative  clause,  declaring  that, 
in  addition  to  specie  and  the  notes  of  specie- 
paying  banks,  the  public  dues  may  be  collected 
in  any  other  medium  specially  authorized  by 
law.*'  The  other  modificati(»i  has  relation  to 
the  great  desideratum  of  ah  early  resumption 
of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  and  consists 
in  a  proviso  that  "  the  notes  of  no  bank  wIucJi 
now  fails,  or  may  hereafter  fail,  to  redeem  its 
notes  in  specie,  shall,  at  any  time,  be  received 
in  discharge  of  the  public  dues,  unless  sndti 
bank  shall,  on  or  before  a  given  day,  have  hotia 
jiA»  resumed  payment  in  specie."  The  ot^jeot 
of  this  proviso  is  to  designate  a  fixed  period 
for  the  resnmption  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks,  which  may  serve  as  a  rallying  point  to 
them  aU,  and  produce  that  concert  and  harmo- 
ny of  movement,  without  which  this  most  de- 
sirable end  cannot  be  accomplished.  There 
wUl  be  no  difficulty^  I  tiiink,  from  the  data  al- 
ready in  our  possesnon,  or  earily  attainable,  in 
fixing  that  period  nnderatandingly  and  jndt- 
cioudy.  The  mere  designation  of  a  day  by 
Congress  will.  Itself,  be  powerfnUy  operative  in 
effecting  the  result  we  ^m  at.  Yon  donbtiess 
recollect  Mr.  President,  what  was  the  effect 
produced  by  a  rimilar  proceeding  in  1816-'lT. 
By  the  joint  resolution  of  April,  1816,  the  20tii 
of  February  foUowing  was  fixed  as  the  day  for 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 
The  banks  tbonselves  determined,  in  a  formal 
conventiw  held  for  the  purpose,  not  to  resume 
until  the  1st  day  of  Jnly,  1817 ;  but  the  firm 
adherence  of  Congress  to  their  ori^nal  resolu- 
tion forced  the  danks  to  yield,  and  tbey  finallj 
and  simultaneonaly  resumed  specie  payments 
on  the  20tti  Febmary,  1817,  the  day  indicated 
by  the  aot  of  Congress.  I  have,  Ur.  Freddent, 
spoken  of  this  matter  in  reference  to  the  parti- 
cular circumstances  of  the  crisis,  and  what  ^ 
pears  to  me  to  be  the  presdng  and  poiamount 
oltfeot  to  which  the  attcmtioa  of  eveiy  patriotic 
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legislator  ought  to  be  directed  at  the  present 
moment — an  early  resumption  of  ipecie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks.  Bnt,  looking  at  it  in  a 
broader  and  more  general  point  of  view,  I  ask, 
Bir,  npon  what  principle  of  republican  govern- 
ment is  it  that  the  GoTemment  can  be  justified 
in  drawing  a  Hdo  between  itself  and  the  people 
— in  saying  there  shall  be  one  currency  for  the 
Government  and  its  officers,  and  another  for 
the  great  body  of  the  commwiity — ^that  the  bet- 
ter ctirrencsy  shall  be  for  the  goTemors,  and  tbe 
baser  currency  for  the  govemedV  Back  I  have 
shown  most  be  the  effect  of  demanding  the  pub- 
lic dues  in  gold  and  silver  exclusively,  wlule  the 
great  mass  of  tbe  circulation  shall  consist  of 
bank  paper.  Sir,  I  have  always  been  taught 
to  believe — my  honorable  colleague  and  myself 
learned  it  from  the  bill  of  rights  of  our  own 
State  as  soon  as  we  were  capable  of  reading — 
that  a  common  interest  between  the  ^vemors 
and  the  governed  is  a  fundamental  principle  of 
free  institutions,  and  that  the  best  means  of  "  re- 
straining the  former  from  oppression  is  to  make 
them  feel  and  participate  in  the  burdens  of  the 
latter."  Let  tbe  Government  share  the  same 
fate  with  the  citizen,  and  you  give  it  the  strong- 
est of  all  motives  to  watch  over  the  general  in- 
terwts.  On  the  other  hand,  place  it  in  a  po- 
sition different  from  that  of  the  great  body  (tf 
tbe  commniRty,  especially  in  so  vital  a  matter 
as  that  of  its  revenue  and  pecuniary  support, 
and  yon  make  it  at  once  callous  and  indifiierent 
to  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  and  even  give 
it  an  interest  to  perpetuate  those  sufferings. 
You  destroy  all  empathy  on  the  part  of  uie 
Government  with  the  people,  and  you  alienate 
the  confidence  and  afi^tiona  of  the  people  fhim 
the  Government 

What,  sir,  is  at  this  moment  the  ungracious 
attitude  in  which  the  Government  is  placed  tow- 
ards the  people  ?  Its  officers  and  contractors, 
we  paid  m  gold  and  diver,  or  in  Troasxirj 
drafts  made  recdvable  in  disehaim  «f  public 
dnes^  and  therefore  nearly  equivalent  to  gold 
and  diver,  while  the  community  at  large  are 
left  to  conduct  their  business  as  they  may,  in 
an '  irredeemable  paper  currency.  JDoes  not 
this  operate  as  a  virtual  increase  of  the  stdaries 
of  public  offioers,  in  the  midst  of  general  dis- 
tress affecting  all  the  rest  of  the  community  ? 
The  fjold  and  silver  which  they  receive  is  at  a 
premium  of  ten  or  twelve  per  cent.,  and  tbe 
Treasury  drafts  at  seven  or  eigbt  per  cent.,  above 
the  actual  and  common  currency  of  the  country. 
This  premium  is,  I  repeat,  an  addition  of  so 
much  to  the  amount  of  their  salaries ;  for,  in  a 
practical  sense,  there  has  as  yet  been  no  depre- 
dati<m  in  the  Talne  of  eorrent  bank  notes. 
The^  pass  for  as  much  in  the  ordinary  bunness 
of  life — in  the  payment  of  debts,  in  tlie  pur- 
chase of  necessaries  and  conveniences,  of  what- 
ever is  worn,  drank,  or  eaten — as  they  ever  did. 
The  premium,  then,  which  the  public  officers 
and  contractors  obtain  on  their  gold  and  silver, 
and  I^easury  drafts,  is  so  much  dear  gtUn  to 
them.  And  at  whose  expense  Ib  It  aoqniredt 
You  XnL—2i 


Is  it  not  at  that  of  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
the  ultimate  taxpayers  and  supporters  of  the 
Government.  Does  any  one  suppose  that  the 
importing,  merchant,  who  has  to  ^ve  ten  or 
twelve  per  cent,  for  the  gold  and  silver,  and 
seven  or  eight  per  cent  for  the  Treasury  drafts, 
with  which  he  pays  his  duties  to  the  Govern- 
ment,  does  not  add  an  equal  amount  'with  the 
usual  profit  upon  it,  to  the  price  of  his  goods  ? 
It  is,  tiien,  the  consumer  at  last,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  great  body  of  the  people,  who  are 
snl^eot  to  increased  taxatioa  for  the  benefit  of 
the  offioe-holder  and  the  contractor. 

Sir,  this  is  a  state  of  things  which  I  do  not 
wish  to  see  peroetuated.  It  is  contrary  to  the 
genius  and  fundamental  prindples  of  onr  repub- 
ucan  system.  Of  all  schemes  of  policy  I  can 
conceive,  that  which  proposes  a  permanent  dis- 
tinction between  the  Government  and  the  peo- 
ple in  their  pecuniary  interests — one  cnrrenoy, 
and  that  the  better  one,  for  the  Government, 
and  anotiier,  and  inferior  currency,  for  the  peo- 
ple— such  a  system  of  discrimination  is,  to  my 
mind,  of  all  others,  the  most  injurious  and  re- 
volting in  principle,  the  most  heartless  in  char- 
acter, and  the  most  despotic  in  its  tendendes. 
It  is  like  quartering  the  Government,  as  a 
foreign  enemy,  on  the  heart  of  the  coxmtry. 
You  Intrench  it  beMnd  a  frowning  fortifloation, 
surround  it  with  battlements,  ancTlay  tbe  coun- 
try, far  and  near,  under  contribution  for  the 
snp^rt  of  this  garrison  of  office-holders.  Des* 
olation  and  oppression  are  without,  while  the 
tenants  of  the  dtadel  are  revelling  in  luxury 
and  profusion  witiiin.  I  am  not  willing,  for 
one,  to.  see  the  Government  of  my  country 
placed  in  this  antisocial,  if  not  belligerent  at- 
titude towards  the  people.  I  am  not  willing 
that  this  favored  land,  to  which  the  nations  of 
the  earth  are  looking  for  a  suoceaeful  example 
of  the  practical  ei^oyment  of  free  institntionSf 
should  e:diibit  aach  a  spectacle  of  ineqoali^ 
and  oppresdon  in  the  eyes  of  the  vorld. 

Haoh  reliance,  lb.  Ineddent,  has  been  plac- 
ed on  the  popoMT  catch-word  of  divoroing  the 
Government  from  all  connection  with  bulks.. 
Nothing  is  more  delusive  and  treaeheroas  tiian 
catch-words.  How  often  has  the  reveredname- 
of  liberty  been  invoked,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  and  every  age  of  the  world,  to  disguise 
and  sanctify  tbe  most  heartless  despotism.  Let 
us  beware  that,  in  attemptii^  to  divorce  the 
Government  from  all  connection  with  banks,  we 
do  not  end  with  divorcing  the  Crovernment 
from  the  pe(^e.  As  long  as  the  pe<^le  shall 
be  satisfied  m  their  transaotibna  with  each 
other,  with  a  sound  convertible  piq)er  medium, 
with  a  due  pnmortion  <tf'fbe  predons  metals 
fbrming  the  basis  of  that  medinm,  and  mingled 
in  the  enrrent  of  drcniatibn,  why  should  the 
Government  reject  altogether  this  currency  of 
the  people,  in  tJre  operations  of  the  pnbllo 
Treasury  ?  If  this  currency  be  good  enough  for 
the  masters^  it  onght  to  be  so  for  the  servants. 
If  the  Govemmeat  stomly  nj)ect,  for  its  uses, 
tbe  gmeral  medium  of  exohinge  adopted  by 
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the  commanitj,  is  it  not  thereby  isolated  from 
the  general  wants  and  bnsiness  of  the  country, 
in  rdation  to  this  great  concern  of  the  cnrren- 
oy  ?  Do  yon  not  pve  it  a  separate^  if  not  hos- 
^e,  interest,  and  thus,  in  effect,  produce  a  di- 
vorce between  Government  ana  people! — a 
result,  of  all  others,  to  be  most  deprec^ed  in  a 
republican  ejebeni. 

We  have  been  told,  Kr.  President,  of  the  em- 
barraasmeDtB  and  inconvraieueea  to  which  the 
Government  ig  exposed,  by  receiving  its  rev- 
enues in  any  tiling  bat  gold  and  ulver,  in  snch 
an  event  as  has  now  overtaken  the  country  and 
involved  it  in  general  distress.  For  one,  sir,  I 
oannot  respond  to  this  appeal.  I  do  not  desire 
to  see  the  Gkivernment  placed  in  a  position 
that  would  exempt  it  from  embarrassment  when 
the  people  are  embarrassed.  Wonld  it  g^ve  any 
aatisfkction  to  a  patriotic  mind,  In  the  present 
oalamitons  condition  of  the  coontry,  to  see 
treasures  of  gold  and  ^ver  ^oaring  into  the 
coffers  of  the  Government,  while  tiie  people  are 
soaring  all  the  evils  of  an  irredeemable  and 
deprecnating  paper  cnrrency?  For  myself,  I 
am  free  to  say,  tnat  neither  as  a  oitizea  nor  as  a 
representative,  having  it  in  my  power,  if  X 
woald,  to  participate,  in  some  degree,  in  these 
|>eouUar  advantages  of  the  Government  could 
snch  a  state  of  things  minister  the  slightest 
gratification  to  me.  Ko,  or,  my  heart  disowns 
the  thought.  So  far  from,  it,  the  contrast 
wonld  be  oat  a  new  feature  added  to  the  mor- 
tifying fcnd  distressed  condition  of  the  country, 
and  casting  reproach  npon  our  institutions, 
which  admitted  snch  an  nnnatnral  and  anti-re- 
publican  inequality.  If  any  thiiu^  could  make 
your  Government  a  callous  and  indifferent  spec- 
tator of  the  snflforiogs  of  the  people,  revising  a 
helping  hand  to  lueir  rdieC  mi  "moctouig 
when  their  fear  oometh  on,"  it  wonld  he  to 
plaoe  it  in  a  position  like  this.  "So,  sir;  when- 
ever the  people  suffer  embarrassment,  embar- 
rassment should  be  felt  by  the  Government, 
that  it  may  be  stimnlajed,  through  exp^denoe 
of  the  common  suffering,  to  do  ^lit  can  to  pre- 
vent or  relieve  that  suffering.  I  am  for  hold- 
ing the  Government  in  all  tmngs  to  a  common 
fate  with  the  people,  so  that  whatever  touches 
the  one  shall  he  immediately  felt  by  the  other. 
Let  the  condition  of  the  Government  answer  to 
tliB  condition  of  the  peofde,  so  that  the  conduct 
ud  pdUoy  of  the  one  m^,  with  equal  fidelity, 
reflect  the  interests  and  sentimMits  at  the  otiier. 

This,  ur,  Is  the  prindple  which  has  always 
gtUded  my  views  in  regara  to  tha  great  question 
of  the  onrrenoy.  Ko  one  desires  a  sound  re- 
form of  the  currency  more  than  I  do ;  but  I 
wish  to  improve  it  for  tiie  benefit  of  the  people 
•8  wdl  as  of  Uie  Grovemment.  I  desire  to  see 
a  large  infusion  of  the  precious  metds  into  tiie 
general  circulation  and  business  of  the  country, 
and  not  a  monopoly  of  them  by  the  Govern- 
ment. This  great  o^ect  can  be  effected  only 
by  the  suppression  of  bank  notes  of  the  lower 
denominations,  ahd  not  by  demanding  gold  and 
silver  alone  inpayment  of  dnes  to  the  Govern- 
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ment  Let  all  notes  under  twenty  dollars  be 
gradually  suppressed,  and  yon  will  have  an 
abundance  or  gold  and  silver  in  common  circu- 
lation, passing  from  hand  to  hand  in  the  com- 
mon biuiness  of  sodety.  That  will  be  a  aala- 
tary  and  beneficent  reform,  enuring  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  tite  great  body  of  the  people  as  well 
as  of  the  6ovemm«it ;  and  when  it  shall  have 
been  accomplished,  when  gold  and  silver  idiaU 
thos  have  become  the  common  currency  of  the 
country,  yon  may,  without  hardship  or  injus- 
tice^ demand  payment  of  the  public  dues  in  the 
predous  metals.  But  this  most  desirable  result 
— the  general  circulation  of  gold  and  silver  in 
the  common  buaness  of  life — ^never  can  be 
effected  (aa  I  think  I  have  full^  shown  on  an- 
other occasion)  without  a  previous  suppression 
of  bank  notes  of  the  lower  denominations.  In 
every  scheme  of  r^orming  the  cnrrency,  which 
looks  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  as  well  as  of 
the  Government,  this  is  the  great  point  to  be 
dmed  at  It  was  the  leading  olgect  of  the 
measure  I  brought  forward  darmg  the  last  sea- 
son of  Congress,  and  which  then  received  the 
almost  nnanimons  sanction  of  this  Hon&e,  and 
the  assent  of  a  large  m»ority  of  the  otiier, 
though,  ftom  causes  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded,  it  failed  to  become  a  law.  The  same 
measure,  in  all  its  essential  principles,  I  now 
again  submit  for  the  consideration^f  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  Presodent,  sir,  in  his  Message,  tells  ns 
that  the  reqaiution  of  gold  and  silver  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  dues  would  have  "  a  direct 
tendency  to  produce  a  wide  circulation  of  the 
precious  metals,  to  increase  the  safety  of  bank 
papor,  and  to  improve  the  general  cnireney." 
I  desire  to  treat  tiM  opinions  of  the  Frendent 
with  all  postible  respect— a  respect  felt  alike 
for  the  mdividnal  and  the  magistrate;  bnt 
unless  I  have  wholly  misconceived  the  elemen- 
'tary  prindples  which  belong  to  this  subject,  as 
well  as  their  obvious  practical  opraation,  it  is 
imposdble  to  sustain  any  one  of  these  positions. 
How,  sir,  can  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in 
gold  and  eilver  tend  '*  to  widen  the  circulation 
of  the  precious  metals  ? "  It  is  a  well-lmown 
and  invariable  law  of  cnrrency,  that  bank  notes 
and  coins  of  tiie  same  denomination  cannot  cir- 
culate together.  It  is  in  vaiu,  then,  to  attempt 
to  widen  the  drcnh^on  of  gold  and  diver  by 
any  other  means  than  by  the  sap^resuon  <^ 
brak  notes  of  the  lower  dennniuationsL  Bnt, 
not  now  to  dwell  on  this  view  €i  the  salject, 
(which  I  have  Ailly  developed  and  enforced 
elsewhere,)  I  mainwn  that  the  collection  of 
pablic  revenue  in  gold  and  diver,  while  the 
common  currency  of  the  country  consists  of 
bank  paper,  instead  of  widening  the  circulation 
of  those  metals,  would  have  the  effect  of  taking 
tiiem  out  of  general  droulation  altogetiier.  In 
the  remarks  I  have  already  made,  I  think  it 
has  been  satis&otorily  shown  that  Ihe  necessary 
effect  of  this  policy  would  be  to  cause  gold  and 
silver  to  bear  a  premium.  Bearing  apremiuQ, 
they  would  not  oironlate  as  oorrenoy  at  all,  but 
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vonld  be  at  once  ocmverted  into  an  article  of 
mwchandise.  Tike  paUio  debtor  would  bnj 
than  of  the  brolcer  to  pay  his  dues  to  the 
GtoTemmeut ;  and  when  paid  out  to  the  pablio 
creditor,  he  would  go  and  sell  them  agiun  to 
the  broker.  Instead  of  entering  into  circola- 
tion,  all  of  them  that  were  seen  would  be  re- 
stricted to  this  narrow  round  of  traffic,  while 
the  great  mass  of  them  would  be  withdrawn 
firom  public  view  as  well  as  use. 

Then,  ^r,  as  to  the  tendency  of  this  policy  to 
"  increase  the  safety  of  bank  paper  " — would 
yon  increase  the  safety  of  bank  paper  by  ab- 
stracting the  fbnd  for  its  redemption  t  Yet 
such  would  be  the  plain  operation  of  this  policy. 
The  Secretary  of  ute  Treasaiy  has  referred  to 
the  condition  of  the  Treaancr  m  1884,  as  afford- 
ing a  general  average  to  illostrate  the  operatioit 
ot  the  new  finandu  iyBtem  he  proposes.  In 
looking  at  tiie  Treesnry  ststements  for  that 
year,  I  find  that  the  average  amount  of  public 
moneys  on  deposit  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
during  that  year,  was  about  five  millions,  while 
the  whole  amount  of  specie  in  the  banks  of  the 
city  was  about  two  millions.  Taking  this  as  a 
fiur  average  for  that  <nty,  what  would  be  the 
influence  of  this  new  policy  of  collecting  the 
public  dues  in  gold  and  ralver,  on  the  saf^  of 
bank  paper  there  ¥  Where  would  you  get  the 
five  miUions  of  ipecie  to  meet  this  demand 
for  the<  public  revenue  I  It  is  evident  Uie 
banks  would  be  drauied  hy  it  of  their  stock  of 
the  predons  metals,  and  uie  oommnnitT  would 
dras  be  deprived  of  the  seoori^  on  which  ^ey 
relied  for  tbe  sonndnesB  of  the  wnk  paper  held 
by  them.  The  "  improvement  d  the  general 
ctirrenoy,"  then,  which  tfaePresideiitanttoipates 
as  the  result  of  tbe  policy  he  proposes,  wonld, 
unless  the  principles  heretofore  receivea  as  in- 
contestable tniUia  on  the  subject  of  tJie  curren- 
cy be  utter  fallacies,  amount  to  this,  that  the 
precious  metals  wonld  no  longer  form  apart  of  the 
general  circulation ;  that  they  would  cease  to 
he  currency,  and  become  mere  articles  of  mer- 
chandise, to  be  obtained  only  at  a  premium^ 
an^  that  the  specie  bans,  on  which  the  sound- 
ness and  safety  irf  bank  paper  so  mainly  depend, 
would  benoeforward,  to  a  great  extent,  be 
withdrawn  and  Bionop(dized  by  the  Qovera- 
ment 

The  measure  which  I  now  offer  to  the  con- 
sideration of  th»  Senate,  and  which  received 
the  almost  unanimous  sanction  of  both  Housm 
of  Congress  at  the  last  session,  is  the  result  of 
these  views.  Permit  me,  for  a  few  moments, 
to  inquire  what  would  be  its  practical  effects 
on  the  general  concUtion  of  the  currency,  if  the 
policy  it  holds  out  should  be  carried  into  full 
effect  by  the  co-operation  of  the  States  and  tbe 
Gen«'al  Government,  as  I  think  it  would  be  if 
sustained  here.  It  contemplates  the  gradual 
aappre^Mi,  after  given  pmioda,  of  aS  bank 
notes  onder  ten  and  twenty  dtdlars  reqwctivelv. 
Btqiporing  this  last  limit  attained,  how  woiud 
■(Im  currency  of  the  country  thu  stand  under 
its  openttiont  AcoonUng  to  a  calculation  I 


submitted  last  winter,  founded  on  anthentio 
data,  it  wonld  in  thab  case  be  constituted  nearly 
as  the  currency  of  England  is,  that  is,  nearly 
one-half  of  the  precious  metals,  and  the  residue 
of  convertible  paper.  Would  not  such  a  con- 
stitution of  the  currency  as  this  accommodate  aU 
the  wants  of  the  community  f  What  are  the 
real  wants  of  the  country  in  regard  to  curren- 
cy f  To  have  a  sound,  staple,  and  convenient 
mediom  of  circulatitiu,  for  orainary  and  local 
purposes ;  and  for  occasional  and  more  extend- 
ed use,  a  medium  which,  in  addition  to  l^ese 
fundamental  properties,  shall  be  substantially 
of  uniform  valae  throughout  the  whole  country. 
Now,  for  the  first  description  of  uses  there 
could  be  no  better  currency  than  the  policy  of 
this  bill  wonld  give  us.  There  wonld  be  an 
abundance  of  gou  and  rilver  in  dronlation  for 
the  great  mass  of  ordinary  and  daily  transac- 
tions, whUe,  for  large  payments  and  remittan- 
ces, we  should  enjoy  the  conveniences  of  a 
sound,  convertible  pt^er  medium.  In  regard 
to  those  distant  uses  which  call  for  a  medium 
of  general  and  uniform  credit,  the  occasions  of 
them  are  either  travelling  or  remittances.  But 
for  travelling,  there  could  he  no  medium  of 
more  uniform  and  general  credit  than  the  gold 
coins,  which,  in  the  case  supposed,  could  always 
be  had  without  difficulty,  while  they  would  at 
the  same  time  be  perfectly  portable  and  con- 
venient. As  to  distant  remittances,  they  are 
hardly  ever  made  in  money  of  any  sort,  but  are 
eflfected  through  drafts  and  bills  of  exchange ; 
and  when  the  local  currencies  within  their  re- 
spective spheres  shall  tte  raised  to  par  with  spe- 
cie, the  rates  of  exchange,  with  the  advantages 
of  so  portable  a  currency  as  gold  to  adjust  bal- 
ances between  the  States,  would  be  next  to  noth- 
ing—-certunly  as  cheap  as  it  has  ever  been 
under  the  regime  of  a  national  bank. 

Among  the  most  important  advantages  of 
such  a  constitution  of  the  currrency  as  is  con- 
templated by  this  bill,  are  the  substantial  secu- 
rities it  woiiUd  afford  against  the  peculiar  dan- 
gers and  evils  of  the  bftnkiog  system.  Those 
evils  are,  a  tendency  to  over-issues  of  paper, 
fluctuations  in  the  quantity  of  currency  and  in 
the  value  of  property  as  «Bf©cted  hy  them,  and 
the  liability  to  a  suspension  of  specie  payments. 
The  suppresnon  of  the  small  notes  womd  ope- 
rate, in  two  ways,  to  check  over-issnes.  In 
brin^g  a  larger  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  in- 
to circulation,  it  would,  of  course,  diminish  in 
the  same  proportion  l^e  Issncs  of  paper  to  form 
a  part  of^  the  circulation.  The  number  of  is- 
suers,  too,  would  be  diminished;  for,  the  small 
note  circulation  being  a  considerable  source  of 
profit,  its  suppression  would  take  away  one 
efficient  motive  to  the  multiplication  of  banks. 
Then  as  to  fluctuations  in  tne  amount  of  the 
currency,  and  the  oiten  ruinous  fiuctu^ions 
that  ensue  in  the  value  of  property,  this  evil  is 
greatly  increased  by  tiie  fact  that,  in  the  exist- 
mg  stoie  of  the  currency  in  this  country,  when- 
ever an  unf&vw^le  balance  of  teade  creates  a 
drain  on  the  hai^  for  sperae,  having  no  means 
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oS  recruiting  their  snpplj  bat  from  abroad, 
tY&rj  dollflr  of  Bpede  tnatrls  drawn  from  them, 
they  are  forced  to  draw  in  their  owii  oinmla- 
tion  to  three  or  four  times  the  amonnt.  Bat 
when  the  domestic  channels  are  filled  with  gold 
and  rilver,  as  they  woald  be  if  the  small  notes 
were  suppressed,  the  bankfl,  being  always  able 
to  replace  whatever  specie  is  drawn  from  them, 
by  a  foreign  drain,  with  an  equal  quantity  ob- 
tfuned  in  the  country,  their  circulation  remains 
comparatively  steady.  The  same  circoniBtance, 
enabting  the  banks  to  meet  any  sadden  run  up- 
on  them  by  a  prompt  reinforcement  of  their  re- 
Booroes,  obviates  the  danger  of  a  suspension  of 
ttpecie  payments,  and  renders  sach  a  contingent 
oy  next  to  impossible.  If  all  bank  notes  under 
twenty  dollars  had  been  sappreased,  who,  for 
eoumple,  could  suppose  that,  filled  as  the  chan- 
nels <H  oircniation  wonid  in  that  case  have  beeu 
with  gold  and  rilver,  and  the  qoantity  of  bank 
pi^>er  GomparaUvely  small,  the  banks  of  this 
eoantry  woold,  in  the  late  pressure,  have  been 
compeUed  to  suspend  specie  payments  I 

The  system  of  poUfcy,  then,  proposed  by  this 
hill,  if  carried  into  foil  execution,  would  secure  to 
the  country  a  sound,  stable,  convenient,  and  sub- 
stantially uoiform  currency — consisting  nearly 
ODC'balf  of  coin  for  the  daily  and  ordinary  transac- 
tions of  life,  and  the  rendue  of  sound  convertible 
paper,  for  large  operations  and  commercial  pur- 
poses. "Withoat  depriving  tlie  community  of 
aiqr  of  the  advantages  of  the  hanking  system,  it 
would  obTiatd  the  danger  and  cnro  the  evils 
im^dent  to  that  iTstem.  Bat  ihe  Benator  ftom 
Booth  OaroliniL  qSi.  OALBotm.)  while  aoknowl* 
ed^ns  the  high  impOTtance  of  the  reform  con- 
templated by  the  bill,  objects  that  the  means 
prraosed  for  ito  accomplishment  are  inefficient 
If  tbat  ^tleman  be  ri^bt  in  snppodng  that 
the  credit  of  bank  paper  is  owing  to  its  receiv- 
ability  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  which, 
he  says,  operates  as  a  graeral  endorsation  of  it 
by  the  Govermnent,  then  surely  the  meanspro- 
posed  by  the  bill  are  not  inefficient.  What 
more  powerful  Indncements  could  be  addressed 
to  the  banks  to  conform  their  issues  to  the  pro- 
ridona  of  Hm  IhU,  than  the  annunciation  thi^ 
if  th^  did  not  do  to,  the  Government  would 
withhold  from  them  that  which,  acomrding  to 
the  oidnioa  of  the  Senator  from  South  Oarowu, 
alone  gtres  credit  to  their  paper?  But,  with- 
out agreeing  with  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina in  the  extent  to  which  he  carries  his 
views  of  the  credit  of  bank  paper  being  solely 
derived  from  its  receivability  by  tiie  Govern- 
ment, I  still  believe  that  the  sanctions  of  this 
bill,  though  I  have  never  supposed  tiiem  suffi- 
cient of  themselves  to  fully  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject, would  exert  a  very  connderahle  influence 
on  the  conduct  of  the  banks.  It  must  not  be 
f<»gotten  that  the  means  proposed  by  this  hill 
are  the  very  means  employed  by  the  Joint  res- 
cdntlon  of  1616,  to  bring  the  banks  back  to  spa- 
de Dements  on  that  oocatdonj  and  which,  not- 
withstanding th«  srevionsly  dedared  detomu- 
nath»  of  the  Iwika  to  the  oimtraiy,  did  hdag 
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them  back  to  specie  payments  on  the  day  fixed 
by  that  resolntfon.  The  same  means,  too,  were 
employed  with  success  by  the  Secretary  w  the 
IVeasary,  in  1816,  to  indoce  the  banks  to  re- 
ceive -Treasury  notes  (which  had  nistmoed  a 
considerable  depreciation)  at  par,  thoagh  they 
had  before  refnsed  to  recatve  them  either  in 
payment  or  on  depotnt. 

One  of  the  most  alaimiog  and  portentous 
aspects  of  this  sub-Treasury  scheme  still  re- 
m^ns  to  be  conddered.  To  my  view  it  has  a 
squinting,  an  "awful squinting, **towardsaTreas- 
ury  bank — a  bank  under  the  sovereign  and  ex- 
clusive control  of  Executive  agents.  It  appears 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury that  the  o(Hitemi>lated  fiscal  agencies  are  to 
flirnidi  *'a  p^ier  mediom  "  for  the  communityt 
by  "  IsBoing  certificates  and  drafts  payable  in 
spede  to  bearer  or  order,  and  made  recdvable 
for  ail  pnbUo  dnes."  After  descanthig  cm  the 
advantages  of  "  this  kind  of  paper,"  he  eayn : 
"  If  the  demand  for  sach  paper  increased,  pub- 
lic and  private  convenience  might  l>e  promoted, 
and  an  eqaal  qaantity  of  specie,  at  the  same  * 
time,  preserved  in  the  country,  by  reserving 
for  tbu  purpose,  from  any  accumulation  in  the 
Treasury,  a  sufficient  sum,  and  placing  it  at  a 
few  important  uid  convenient  points,  to  render 
a  greater  number  of  certificates*  redeemable 
there  viih  the  very  coin  whose  representative 
they  are  intended  and  honesUy  ought. to  be." 
These  views  of  the  Secretary  are  r^brred  to, 
and  impliedly  sanctioned,  by  the  Freddent  in 
his  Uesrage.  Kow,  dr,  is  not  thia  apparatn^ 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  Govenunent  bank  t 
The  fundamental  idea  of  a  bank  is  an  institn- 
tion  wbidh  *'  issues  and  circulates  a  paper  cred- 
it,  founded  on  a  deposit  of  coin  or  other  prop- 
erty, vMoh  paper  credit  is  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  money  1 "  This  P^^ct  fulfils  every 
feature  of  the  definition.  The  officers  of  the 
Government  are  to  issue  a  paper  credit  in  the 
form  of  certificates  and  drafts  founded  on  a  de- 
posit of  specie  in  the  Treasury  and  snb-Treas- 
aries,  whidi  paper  credit  la  to  answer  .the  pur- 
poses of  money,  or  a  general  "  circalfUing  me- 
dium." It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence  t&at 
this  sdheme  is  the  predse  embodying  of  the 
onUlne  ^ven  1^  General  HamiltCHi  in  1791,  of 
what  he  deBoribes  and  avows  to  be  a  bank — a 
Government  bank.  Sneh,  I  believe^  la  the  ten- 
dency and  virtual  opwation  ttf  the  snb-T)rea»- 
ury  scheme. 

I  ask  gentlemen,  then,  if  they  are  willing  to 
organize  a  great  moneyed  machine  like  this, 
and  put  it,  for  all  fatore  time,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive ;  if  they  are  willing,  in  the  form  of 
a  fiscal  agency,  to  create  a  Treasury  bank,  with 
its  ramifications  penetrating  every  part  of  the 
Union,  to  be  managed,  directed,  and  oontrolled 
exclusively  by  Executive  agents  i  To  my  mind 
it  presents  a  fearfol  conjuucticm — realiitng  that 
union  Ijetween  the  moneyed  and  'pditical  pow- 
er of  the  coontry,  whidi  reflecting  men  oMve 
hitherto  omddoed  the  most  &tsl «  all  derica* 
totbelibwtissftftiiepeo^  ZbaTe  levtdved 
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the  rabject  deeply  and  anxion&lr,  and  I  can  see 
bat  two  possible  issues  to  the  sdieme  proposed. 
It  will  either  terminate  in  a  great  Treasury 
bank,  snch  as  I  have  described,  affording  a 
fatal  accommodation  to  the  moneyed  concerns  of 
the  country  at  the  expense  of  ita  liberties,  or 
otherwise  failing  in  any  degree  to  relieve  the 
octnal  derangement  of  the  currency — on  the 
contrary,  abandoning  that  cnrrency  to  wild  dis- 
order and  confusion;  the  people,  finding  the 
incoDveniences  of  snch  a  state  of  things  no 
longer  tolerable,  wilL  with  a  TOioe  extorted  by 
their  sufferings,  call  for  a  national  regulator  in 
the  shape  of  an  incorporated  national  bank  1 
Either  altematire  i^  to  my  mind,  fcarftil  and 
alarming;  but,  believing  one  or  the  other  to  be 
the  destined  resnlt  of  tho  scheme  proposed,  I 
entreat  gentlemen  to  pause  and  con^aer  well 
the  consequences  of  their  decision. 

I  recur  now,  Mr.  President,  to  the  question 
more  particularly  involved  in  the  bill  Z  ask 
leave  to  introduce.  I  think  I  have  shown,  sir, 
that  the  exaction  of  the  public  dues  in  gold  ana 
silver,  while  the  great  mass  of  the  circulation 
shall  cou»st  of  bank  paper,  would  be  oppressive 
in  practice ;  that  it  is  anti-republican  in  princi- 
|de^  as  drawing  an  invidions  line  of  demarca- 
uaa  between  Uie  Government  and  people ;  and, 
especially,  that,  in  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  country,  it  would  indefinitely  retard,  if 
not  render  impossible,  that  resumption  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banss  which  is  the  great  and 
iit|^nt  object  of  the  public  solicitude.  In  con- 
sidering the  propositions  which  the  occasion 
baa  brought  forth,  I  have  been  strongly  re- 
minded of  the  words  of  a  great  man — of  one 
bom  to  serve  and  instruct  mankind.  Speaking 
of  the  province  and  duties  of  a  praotical  states- 
man, that  great  oracle  of  poiitical  wisdom  says : 
"A  statesman  differs  from  a  professor  in  a  uni- 
versity. The  latter  has  only  the  general  view 
of  Bodety ;  the  former  (the  atatesman)  has  a 
namber  <tf  ciroamstancea  to  combine  with  those 
general  ideas,  and  to  take  into  consideration. 
Oircumstances  are  infinite,  and  infinitely  com- 
bined, variable,  and  tranment;  and  he  who 
dares  not  take  them  into  consideration  is  not 
erroneous,  but  mad,  metwhysically  mad.  A 
statesman,,  never  losing  sight  of  principles,  is  to 
be  gtdded  by  circumstances ;  and,  jodging  con- 
trary to  the  exigencies  of  the  moment,  may 
min  his  country  forever."  I  ask,  sir,  is  this 
the  moment,  when  the  country  is  weak  and 
suffering,  to  subject  it  to  the  action  of  so  vio- 
lent a  remedy  (if  remedy  it  can  be  called)  as 
that  involved  in  the  proposition  to  collect  the 
revenues  in  gold  and  rilver  ?  Does  it  show  a 
vise  regard  to  oircnmstancea,  at  socAi  a  mo- 
ment, when  that  credit  system,  under  which 
the  country  has  grown  np  to  power  aoA  great- 
ness, and  with  which,  for  the  present,  at  least, 
its  most  vital  interests  are  identified-— at  a  mo- 
ment when  that  credit  system,  thus  incorporat- 
ed with  the  country,  has  already  sustained  one 
of  the  severest  ahooks  to  which  it  has  ever 
been  expoaed  fa  it  wlae  and  prodent^  I  laj,  to 
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introduce  an  innovation  in  the  fiscal  policy  of 
the  Qovem^ent,  which  aims  a  fatal  blow  at 
that  system,  and  all  the  wide-spread  and  diver- 
sified interests  connected  with  it?  The  effect 
of  this  innovation,  at  the  present  moment,  most 
be,  as  I  hare  already  dhown,  to  fix  upon  the 
country,  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  the  curse 
of  an  irredeemable  and  depreciating  paper  cnr- 
rency, or  otherwise  to  force,  violentiy  and  pre- 
maturely, an  exclnsive  metallic  circniation,  by 
compelhng  the  banks  a^nce  to  wind  ap  their  con- 
cerns. '  But  what  would  be  the  consequence  of 
thus  compelling  the  banks  precipitately  to  wind 
np  their  affidrs  f  They  have  vastly  more  debts 
due  to  them  than  they  owe.  Compel  them, 
then,  to  wind  np,  and  yon  turn  them  loose,  or 
rather  drive  them,  in  necessary  self-defence, 
upon  the  community.  ,  According  to  the  most 
recent  and  authentic  statements  upon  the  scb- 
ject,  the  aggregate  amount  of  debts  due  to  the 
bonks  is  between  four  and  five  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Force  them  by  your  policy  to 
collect  this  vast  sum  from  the  community,  and 
what  a  wide-spread  scene  of  desolation,  era- 
bracmg  every  class  of  the  community,  must  en- 
sue I  The  banks  will  press  upon  the  importing 
merchant,  the  imporUng  merchant  upon  the 
retail  trader,  and  the  latter  npcm  his  cnstomen 
— the  laborer,  the  mechanic,  and  the  farmer. 
If  the  result  of  this  desolating  process  should 
not  be,  in  the  language  of  Bn^e,  *'  the  ruin  of 
the  country  forever,"  it  would  be,  at  least,  to 
inflict  upon  it,  causelessly  and  heedlessly,  a 
blow,  from  which  recoveiy  could  be  effected 
only  through  long  years  of  suffering  and  dis- 
tress. 

I  stand  here,  Mr.  President,  as  no  advocate 
of  the  banking  system.  I  have  been  the  con- 
stant enemy  of  its  abuses,  the  oorreetion  of 
which,  by  salutary  and  progresMve  reforms,  I 
have  steadily  pursued,  without  aiming,'  how- 
ever, at  the  destruction  of.  the'  system  itselC 
which  Hm  country  has  chosen  to  adopt^  and 
under  which  it  has  hitherto  att^dned  a  prosper* 
ity  unparalleled  in  any  age  or  quarter  of  the 
world.  The  measure  I  now  offer  to  the  oon- 
riden^on  of  the  Senate  is,  in  my  humble  Judg- 
ment, one  of  the  most  effective  reform.  I  have 
no  interest  whatever  in  banks.  I  do  not  own, 
never  have  owned,  and  never  expect  to  own  a 
single  share  of  stock  in  any  bank,  nor  do  I  owe 
a  debt,  even  of  the  smallest  amount,  to  a' bank. 
I  mention  these  things,  not  because  I  could 
suppose  that  other  gentiemen,  who  might  hap- 
pen to  be  differently  situated,  oonld,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  be  iofiueneed  by  ctmsldwa- 
tiona  of  this  sort.  I  deem  too  hi^y  of  the  pa- 
triotism of  nay  fellow-dtiaens  not  to  believe 
them  above  all  personal  oonddmitionst  as  I  am 
sure  all  with  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  be  as- 
sociated on  this  floor  are,  in  pronouncing  on 
great  pnblio  questions,  involving  the  interests 
of  the  country.  I  know,  however,  that  there 
are  ungenerous  minds,  which  hnpnte  other 
prindpws  of  aoti<m  to  nublio  men ;  and,  follow- 
iDg  the  example  of  the  Braator  from  South 
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Oandina,  who  qrake  yesterday,  (Mr.  Oalhods^) 
I  have  thongfat  it  not  improper  to  state  irfairt, 
from  natmre  of  my  pursuits,  hqipens  to  be 
my  situation  in  this  respect.  Those  purmits 
identify  me  by  interest,  as  my  feelings  and  tastes 
do  by  sympathy,  with  the  great  agriealtnral 
body  of  the  oommnnity.  I  am  under  no  bias 
to  r^^ard  the  interest  of  other  pursuits  or  other 
classes  of  the  commanity,  except  as  I  believe 
that,  under  our  happy  institutions,  all  pursuits 
and  all  classes  are  blendfld  in  one  common  in- 
terest, and  must  prosper  or  decline  together. 
It  is  in  thisApirit,  looking  to  the  whole  country 
and  all  its  interests,  that  we  shall,  I  trust,  dis- 
charge onr  duties  here.  The  oooanon  rises  far 
above  the  narrow  and  fleeting  interests  d  party, 
and  demands  the  bert  exertions  ctf  all  for  the 
mttntrjf.  The  measure  which  I  have  ventured 
to  offer  is  one  on  which  I  hare  euppoeed  all 
parties  might  unite,  as  alt  parties  have  hereto* 
fore  united.  Its  effect  I  persuade  myaeli^  will 
be  both  to  revive  oonndenoe  and  to  fomi^  se- 
curity; and,  with  the  language  of  enoourage- 
ment  and  the  pledges  of  a  wise  and  stable  poli- 
cy, proceeding  from  the  national  councils  here, 
we  ahall  soon  see  our  youthful  and  vigorous 
conn^  rinng  from  her  aoomentary  prostration, 
and,  ABtflBOB^ike,  gathering  itrengtn  frtan  her 
fall. 

When  Ifr.  Bivbs  concluded,  he  introduced 
his  bill ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
cud  reaaiag. 


WmnsDAT,  September  SO. 

7%6  Cheat       vn  New  Tori. 

][r.  WnoHT,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Einaaoe, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by 
the  great  conflagration  of  1886  in  the  city  of 
Kew  York ;  which  received  its  first  reading, 
and  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

[This  bill  provides  for  allowing  a  ronisnon 
all  duties  already  paid  or  remaining  due,  on. 
all  unbroken  and  entire  packues  of  Mods  and 
men^andlse  consumed  In  tiie  fire  of  New  Tork ; 
and  it  provides  fbr  a  [otiportioiiate  remiasimi  on 
paokfl^  which  had  been  opened  before  the  Are. 
Oonuniarfonen  are  to  be  appdoted,  consistii^ 
of  tiie  oirileotors  and  oOier  omoen  in  New  York 
d^,  vhoae  dnty  it  will  be  to  aieerbdn  the 
tmonnt  of  duties  paid  on  packages  destroyed 
\(j  the  flre,  the  names  and  reriuenoes  of  the 
tulforers,  the  amount  of  goods  destroyed,  &o. 
Iliey  are  to  mert  in  Kew  Tork,  and  take  testi- 
mony on  oath  respecting  these  particulars.  No 
claim  to  be  entertained  which  shdl  not  be  pre- 
sented to  the  commissions  witiiin  four  months 
of  the  opening  of  their  comfioissions.  The  oom- 
missioners,  on  the  completion  of  thrir  investi- 
gation, shall  make  out  tneir  statement  and  send 
n  to  the  Seer^ary  tA  the  Treasory,  whose  doty 
it  shall  be  from  tbne  to  time  to  reoedve  and  ez- 
andae  the  statements  of  dainu  proaontcfl  and 
admitted  hy  the  oommiationers,  and  which  shall 


be  snl^ected  to  his  af^roval  or  dlsqiprovaL 
When  the  Secretary  of  vb»  TntMarj  shall  have 
made  known  his  detomunation  upon  the  olunu 
preseiUed,  then  the  c<HnmiBnober8  shall  make 
out  certificates  of  remission  according  to  the 
amount  remitted  to  the  several  merchants  and 
clwmants,  and  these  certificates,  signed  by  tho 
commissioners,  shall  be  received  by  the  collec- 
tors and  others  as  money  in  pt^ment  of  duties, 
&o.,  to  the  full  amonnt  of  tlie  sums  remitted. 
It  is  ijrovided,  however,  that  every  individual 
receiving  such  certificates  to  pass  in  payment 
of  bonds  and  dues,  &c.,  shall  give  security  in 
bond  and  penalty  to  pay  doable  the  amount  of 
money  remitted,  with  interest,  if  it  ahonld  ever 
appear  that  the  goods  on  which  the  remlsdim 
is  made  were  not  in  truth  destroyed  by  flre^ 
The  comn^Miers  are  anthinlzed  to  em^oj 
a  clerk,  whose  salary,  not  exceeding  $8,000^ 
shall  he  determined  by  the  Secreta^  of  the 
Treasury.] 

Suh-T^eeuujy  SUl 

The  bill  imposing  additional  duties  on  public 
officers,  as  depontariea  fw  receiving  the  pultlic 
money,  was  taen  taken  np  in  Committee  oi  the 
Whole. 

Ur.  Oalhouv  rose,  and  moved  tho  amend- 
ment of  which  he  had  given  notice  on  Monday 
he  should  oSex  to  this  mil ;  which  having  been 
stated  to  the  Smate,  it  was,  at  tho  instance  of 
ISi.  Wbiqht,  witb  the  consent  of  Mr.  OAi.Roinr, 
mo^fled  to  read  as  fbllows,  the  ttaaaagea  en- 
closed in  [  j  being  those  added  by  Mr.  W . 

"Sec.  —  And  be  it  fitrtkar  ttuttUd^  Huit  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  d^rteen  hundied 
and  thirty-ei^t,  three^oortiiB  of  flM  amouBt  doe  to 
the  Government  for  dnties,  taxes,  sales  of  pulAe 
lands,  or  other  debts,  may  be  received  in  tbe  notes 
of  qwcifrpaying  banks ;  uid  that  from  and  after  tbe 
first  day  of  Jauoary,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  one-half  may  be  so  received ;  and  frun  and 
after  the  first  day  of  Jannaiy,  ogfateeu  hiudrcd  and 
forty,  ooe<fourtb ;  and  from  and  after  tbe  flrrt  day 
Jaotury,  eighteen  hundred  and  for^-one,  all  sums 
due  for  duties,  sales  of  public  lands,  or  odier  debts 
to  the  Government,  [and  all  payments  to  the  General 
Poet  Office  Department,  shall  be  paid  hi  gcdd  and 
silver  coin  only,]  or  in  sodi  notes,  bilk,  or  pq>a8 
issued  under  the  antbiHity  of  tbe  United  States,  aa 
Okay  be  directed  to  be  received  by  law ;  [and  flram 
and  after  the  first  day  of  Jannaiy,  dgbteen  bandied 
and  furty-one,  all  4»6eta  or  agrata  ewsged  In  dw 
making  dtabunoDSOta  fov  the  United  Kates  w  Gra- 
eral  Office  Department,  shall  make  all  thdr 
payment!  in  gold  and  mlver  only,  or  in  sudi  notes 
or  papers  as  wall  be  authorized  by  law ;  and  any 
revenue  or  didnusing  officer  mglecting  so  to  d<^ 
shall  be  i^tfmUfwJ  ftom  his  office,  and  forfdt  all  com- 
pensation irtiidi  shall  then  be  dne.*^ 

Mr.  Niua  tb«i  rose  and  said :  He  oonndered 
the  snl^ect,  viewed  iu  all  ite  bearings,  in  a  o<m- 
stitotioDid,  financial,  and  political  aspect,  as 
(me  of  grMt  importance,  not  infwior,  perhaps, 
to  any  whioh,  fin-many  years  at  leasts  baa  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  Oragreas.  It  was  one  to 
which  he  had  givw  Bome  attention,  and  on 


Btl^Tnanry  Bin. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DIBATB8  09  OOKaBSSS. 


876 


Sill  I  18S7.] 

which  he  had  reflected  mnoh ;  yet  he  ahonld 
not  probably  have  troubled  the  Senate  with  any 
remarks,  had  it  not  been  for  the  obserration 
of  his  distingnished  Mend  from  Virgmia  (Mr. 
RrrsB)  in  his  speech  yesterday.  That  Soiator, 
in  Bopport  of  the  bill  which  he  had  introduced 
fbr  designating  the  pnhlio  flmds,  wbiefa  was 
■imilar  in  its  vrorisioia  to  the  bill  that  paned 
both  Houses  of  Oongress  last  searion,  and  which 
he  (lb:.  N.)  and  other  Mmda  (tf  the  adminlstra- 
timi  then  aapported,  made  an  eloquent  ^>peat 
to  himself  and  others  to  oome  oat  at  this  time 
in  support  of  his  present  bill,  or  show  good 
reasons  why  they  coold  not  do  so. 

Mr.-N.  Bud  he  would  respond  to  the  call; 
he  oonld  not  support  the  gentleman's  bill,  but 
he  would  endeavor  to  gire  his  reasons  why  he 
could  not.  He  last  session 'gare  his  hearty  sup- 
port to  the  bill  referred  to,  which  passed  with 
great  uaanimity.  He  did  so  because  he  consid- 
ered that  bill  as  containing  no  new  principle, 
and  only  carrying  ont  what  was  then  the  estab- 
lished pdioy  of  the  OoTemment ;  it  left  the 
fimda  reotivaUe  for  the  revenue  as  th^  were 
placed  by  the  joint  leadotioa  of  1816,  but  con- 
tained some  ptorisirau  Intended  to  operate  as 
Inducements  upon  the  State  banks  to  discon- 
^ne  the  issue  of  notes  of  the  lower  denomina- 
tions. It  was  true  the  bill  superseded  the 
TreasQiy  circular ;  and  he  (Mr.  N.)  was  then 
disposed  to  do  that,  for  the  same  reasons  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Vii^ginia;  he  also  re- 
garded that  as  a  temporary  measure,  intended 
for  a  particular  emergency,  to  arrest  a  special 
mischief.  But  he  oould  not  agree  with  the 
Senator  in  the  opinion  that  the  failure  of  that 
act,  and  the  oonunuance  <rf  the  Treasury  order, 
was  one  of  the  causea  which  had  ooi^nbnted  to 
the  peeoniary  distress  of  the  country.  Hehad, 
at  uie  last  eesriai,  lopposed  that  tike  cxigeDi^ 
*w-hieh  had  called  forth  the  ordwbad  passed  o^ 
but  had  since  become  satisfied  that  he  was  mi»- 
taken.  Such  had  been  the  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  Gk>Temmrat,  and  the  monetary 
affiairs  of  the  country,  that  he  was  fkilly  per- 
suaded the  order  had  exerted  a  most  salutary 
iufluenoe,  alike  favorable  to  the  CtoTenunent 
and  to  the  country. 

It  has  seonred  the  revenae  rebeived  from  the 
public  lands,  and  reinforced  the  Western  banks 
with  specie,  which  has  enabled  them  to  sustain 
themselrea,  until  the  general  storm  came  upon 
them,  as  it  swept  over  the  whole  country.  But 
had  it  not  been  for  the  operatton  ot  the  order, 
the  Western  banks  wmdd  not  mmty  have  ras- 
pended  payment,  but  would  haTe  exploded 
months  before  they,  in  common  with  others, 
su^wnded  p^ments.  Another  good  effect  of 
the  continuance  of  the  order  was,  that  it  had 
drawn  specie  from  Ihe  banks  all  over  the  coun- 
try, and  thrown  it  into  drenlation  among  the 
people  in  the  Western  States,  where  he  under- 
stood more  specie  was  to  be  found  in  ctreola- 
tion  than  in  any  otiier  section  of  the  Union. 
And  the  qmde  whldi  had  beat  reoeired  ftw 
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the  public  lands  had  been  an  imp<Htant  resource 
to  the  Goverament  in  its  present  emerg«ioy. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  gave  his  support  to  the  cur- 
rency bill  because  he  did  not  then  think  the 
time  had  come  to  change  the  poUoy  of  tiie  Gov* 
emment  in  req>ect  to  the  ftmds  in  which  the 
revenue  was  ocdleoted.  Among  the  reasons, 
why  he  oonld  not  go  then  with  his  distingnished 
(Kend  f^om  IDssouri,  (Mr.  Bkntoit,)  who  so 
Btnonooaly  t^vposed  tiie  currency  bill,  was  the 
important  fact,  tiiat  the  «itire  financial  Mmcema 
of  the  Ooveroment  were  then  ccmdncted  throufdi 
the  agency  of  about  ninety  banks.  It  was^  m 
his  o^ion,  in  vain  to  think  to  change  our  cur- 
rency as  loi^  as  we  employed  the  agency  of 
banks ;  as  all  public  moneys  deposited  in  thom 
were  immedhitely  changed  to  bank  credits.  He 
then  believed  that,  as  a  preliminary  step  to  the 
oollection  of  the  revenue  in  specie,  we  must  dia* 
pense  with  the  uency  of  banks. 

Sir,  the  late  a£niniBtrati(m  adopted  a  certain 
poHoy  in  regard  to  the  finaneee  <i  the  Govern- 
ment, and  M  (ILr.  N.)  saw  no  oeeanon  to  change 
that  poUoy  at  the  lart  aesrim  ct  Oongress ;  and 
the  question  oa  which  he  and  the  Senator  ttom 
Yirgiiida  ^flSur,  i%  whether  the  great  changes 
which  have  since  taken  place,  in  the  prostrik 
tion  not  only  of  the  depodt  banks,  but  of  the 
entire  banking  syatem  of  the  oountjy,  the 
Berions  embarnissmttits  to  the  finances,  and  the 
genenU  derangement  of  the  monetary  affairs  of 
^e  nation,  require  a  change  in  tliat  policy  t 
Has  the  depont  bank  scheme  failed  I  The  Sen- 
ator from  Vii^nia  thinks  not ;  he  retards  the 
present  derangement  as  the  result  of  temporary 
causes,  some  of  which  originated  in  the  meas- 
ures of  the  Gtovemmeut ;  he  thinks  that,  not* 
withstaitding  a  gust  of  wind  may  have  capsized 
the  deposit  banks,  they  can  be  righted,  ratted, 
and  again  put  In  semoeL  But  he  (Mr.  N.) 
thought  the  banks  had  foiled  in  th«r  duties 
both  to  the  Oovanmoit  and  to  the  pubUc 
They  had  proved  themadves  to  be  dther  weak 
or  fidthless  agents,  and  pei^iaps  both.  They 
had  suspended  payment ;  they  had  been  guU^ 
of  a  voluntary  act  of  bankruptcy,  in  a  time  of 
profound  peace,  and  immediatdy  fbllowing  a 
period  of  unusual  prosperity,  (or  what  was  so 
regarded,)  and  when  they  had  in  their  vanlta 
nearly  thurty  millions  of  the  public  ftmda.  This 
sUi^nncHi  was  entirely  difi'erent  from  that  of 
1814^  when  the  Govenunent  itself  had  been  the 
principal  cause  of  the  vast  and  dangerous  issues 
of  the  banka,  by  which  they  were  tookra  down. 

Whether  toe  general  and  simultaneous  fiiilnre 
of  the  hanks  was  Tohmtary  and  frradulent,  as 
snppoeed  by  some,  or  a  measure  neoesn^, 
artBAng  from  the  over-action  and  impnident 
managAnent  of  those  institutions,  waa  not  reij 
material ;  in  either  ease  they  must  be  regarded 
as  unsafe  dopcsit<vies  of  tiie  public  revenues. 
They  might  answer  in  ordinary  times,  when  we 
had  a  dear  akj  and  smooth  sea;  when  the 
commerce  and  finances  o£  the  country  were 
staUe  and  regular ;  but  tb^  oonld  not  be  de- 
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pended  upon  in  times  of  dlffloultj.  And  in  th« 
present  instance  they  had  failed  and  violated 
their  eDsagements  to  the  GovMnment  and  to 
the  pnlmo  wltboat  any  ^parent  oanse,  o&er 
than  their  ovn  ndsmanag^ment.  He  vonid 
not  liharga  the  honka  of  having  Ttdnntarilj  been 
,  fidthlesB  agents ;  bat  he  would  sajr  that  the;-  had 
violated  t£eir  high  and  solemn  obligations  to 
the  GoTemment  and  to  the  public,  -witboat  mj 
reasonable  efforts — he  might  almost  saj  without 
any  effort  at  all — to  save  their  own  credit  and 
that  of  the  commercial  commmiitT.  When  the 
orisis  came,  mainly  bronsht  on  by  their  own 
impradeot  action,  how  did  they  meet  it  J  Did 
they  breast  the  storm  with  the  hearts  and 
owes  whioh  the  occasion  called  for  ?  Did 
they  make  any  reasonable  efforts  to  weather  it 
and  save  the  ooontry  from  the  calamities  which 
have  orerwhehned  itf  Far,  very  &rftom  this. 
If  we  look  to  the  point  where  the  extended  line 
of  banks  first  gave  way—the  city  of  New  Ywk 
— we  Aall  discover  the  strcmgest  evidenoe  of 
eowardiee  or  treachery.  What  stand  did  the 
banks  make  I  How  long  did  they  snstain  ibem- 
felves  against  a  nm  t  "Die  Bank  of  England,  in 
1886,  snstained  itself  against  a  mn  for  an  entire 
rear,  and  when  a  general  panic  prevailed. 
Wby,  sir,  a  frail  concern  having  first  given 
way,  and  been  doehed,  some  of  the  people,  as 
was  natnral,  became'  alarmed ;  bot  there  was 
no  general  panic ;  a  crowd  gath^ed  ronnd  the 
banks;  they  were  not  depositors,  or  persons 
who  had  means  to  acqnire  any  considerable  de- 
mands against  banks ;  most  of  them  probably 
were  " boot-blaekSj"  "chimney-sweeps,"  and 

wash-women,"  with  a  dngle  bill  each  of  the 
lower  denominrtion;  or  perhaps  they  were 
of  that  olass  of  citizens  who  are  becoming  very 
notorioos  of  late — the  loco-focot ;  the  officers  of 
the  banks  look  oat  at  their  windows  and  see 
this  formidable  array  of  persons,  all  armed  with 
their  "  promisea  to  pay,"  aboat  to  make  an 
ossaolt  npon  the  banks.  What  is  to  be  done  ? 
Oan  we  make  a  stand  ?  Can  we  defend  onr- 
selves  against'  this  formidable  enemy!  They 
did  not,  however,  hesdtate  long,  bot,  oonolnding 
th^  "  discretion  was  the  better  part  of  valor^" 
they  determined  to  shnt  thnr  doors,  and  keq> 
tiitir  oreditora  ont  Tlds  was  ceitnnly  a  oni' 
Tenient  mode  <tf  pi^og  debts.  At  o&w  {daoes 
file  shutting  up  of  the  banks  was  equally  sad- 
den ;  and,  what  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  and 
oalcolated  to  excite  a  sospioion  that  scnneuiiBg 
was  wrong,  is  the  fact  that  the  suqpenaion  at 
New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  otherplaoea,  ooenrred 
a  few  days  after  that  at  New  York,  but  before 
there  eonld  have  been  any  commnnicatioa. 
These  &ets  are  at  least  calculated  to  excite  a 
suspicion  that  there  was  a  previons  understand- 
ing among  the  principal  banks  in  the  different 
dties  that  they  were  to  suspend  payment  aboat 
the  time  the  explonon  took  place. 

Bat,  however  this  may  m,  he  would  ask 
whether  any  mm  can  bweve  that  tiie  banks 
made  any  reasmaUe  effiuta  to  sustain  thdr 
own  ere£t  and  that  of  the  ooontry  I  Oon  the 
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deposit  banks,  some  of  whUdi  possessed  milUona 
of  the  public  money,  whioh  closed  their  doors 
and  stopped  payment  under  such  (nreumstanosa, 
be  rwpuraed  aa  fisithftd  fisod  agents!  Was  H 
not  the  duty  of  these  otnporatiioiis  to  hare  at- 
tempted to  sustain  their  credit,  and  to  have 

Said  out  one-quarter  or  one-half  of  their  q>ecie 
afore  they  shot  their  doors  in  the  fiace  of  th^' 
creditors?  If  they  had  met  the  shoi^  reso- 
lutely,  and  with  a  willingness  to  incur  a  sacri- 
dce,  who  can  say  that  they  mi^t  not  have  ga» 
safely  through  tiie  orisiBt 

Whether,  therefore,  we  look  to  the  direct 
otiject  of  the  deposit  bank  system,  the  safe- 
keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  reyeoue,  or 
the  incidental  advantage  of  improving  the  cur- 
rency, it  was  (Mr.  N.  thought)  not  to  be.  dis* 
pated  that  the  measure  had  fuled.  The  con- 
nection between  tiie  Treasury  and  flie  State 
banks  is  at  an  end ;  it  has  been  dissolved  by 
the  banks  thenuelves;  and  the  mUr  ^mtjon 
now  is  whether  it  shsJl  be  renewed.  He,  for 
(me,  thought  not. 

Bir,  said  Mr.  N.,  I  have  said  all  I  propose  to 
say  in  regard  to  two  financial  schemes,  and  it 
now  remainfl  for  me  to  take  some  notiee  of  the 
third,  which  the  bill  before  us  is  intended  to 
introduce.  This  last  is  characterized  as  a  novd 
and  untried  experiment,  although  much  oldwr 
than  either  of  tne  others.  It  is  the  system  on 
which  the  ancient  and  most  modern  nations 
have  conducted  their  finances;  it  is,  at  any 
rate,  as  ancient  as  1789,  as  old  as  the  constitu- 
tion which  we  hare  all  sworn  to  sopport  and 
to  regu4  as  the  rule  and  guide  of  our  aotioui 

T1&  plan  otmristsitf  the  employment  of  Fed* 
eral  officers  to  execute  that  portion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive power  wMch  pertains  to  the  kecfiing 
and  disbursement  of  the  revenae.  This  seems 
to  be  the  natural  oourse,  and  is,  at  leasts  recom- 
mended by  its  simpUoity  and  conformity  to  the^ 
true  spirit  of  the  constitution.  Can  any  one 
l>e]ieve,  on  perusing  that  instrument,  that  its 
framers  contemplated  the  agency  of  banks, 
either  State  or  Federal,  in  the  keeping  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  revenae  f  Haa  not  the  em- 
ployment of  banks  from  the  first  been  a  mani- 
fest departure  from  the  plun  and  obvious  course 
^floated  by  the  oonstitotion.  and  may  not  this 
depattore  be  juetiy  regarded  aa  the  source  ot 
all  our  financial  embarrassments  and  difficul- 
ties t 

Bat  is  the  proposed  system  prootieablef  This 
is,  pe^faap^  tiie  most  important  miestion  con- 
nected with  the  wh(de  suUeot  Is  there  any 
thing  in  the  constitotiw  or  In  Hba  iiature  of  the 
fiscal  duties  of  the  Qovemment,  that  renders 
the  agency  of  banks  appropriate  and  neceesaty  t 
If  that  part  of  the  Executive  power  which  re- 
lates to  the  finances  cannot  be  executed  exo^ 
by  bank  agency,  then  a  system  of  banks  becomes 
an  essential  part  of  the  Government  itself^  and 
enters  into  its  very  elementa  It  becomes  a 
bank  Govnnment,  and  o«mot  exist  independ- 
ent of  banks  In  snne  form.  And  if  it  u  not 
maintained  Uiat  banks  an  abscdntdy  neoessary 
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w  fiscal  agents,  to  inost  that  their  agenoj  is  the 
most  snitable  and  appropriate  means  of  exeoat- 
ing  a  portion  of  the  EzeciUiTe  powers  woold 
seem  to  lead  to  the  same  eondasion,  the  same 
couwoUoti  betreen  the  GoTOiuneiit  and  banks. 
But  those  who  pro&as  to  be  oppoied  to  s  Bank 
of  the  United  dtatea,  wiU  do  veil  to  pause  be- 
fwe  thej  oome  to  eiuier  of  the  above  oonola- 
rifHW ;  for  if  the  operatioiiB  of  tiie  GoTemment 
eumot  be  carried  on  without  the  agency  of 
banks,  or  if  banks  are  the  most  saitable  and 
wpropriate  means  for  exeoating  the  powers 
relating  to  the  revwae,  does  it  not  follow  that 
we  most  have  a  Federal  bank  I  Is  it  not  ap' 
parent  that  to  admit  that  bank  agency  is  neces- 
sary in  the  management  of  the  tuaances,  is  the 
strongest  possible  ailment  in  snpport  of  a 
n^onal  bank  I  Sir,  the  two  qnestions  are 
id«ttioal ;  thc^  are  but  coe ;  tor  to  mj  that  a 
bank  is  neoesiary  as  afiscal  agent,  Is  to  si^  that 
m  must  have  a  national  ba^  This,  is  a 
oomplate  independent  system  <tf  Govemmeiit; 
it  possesses  irithin  itself  all  the  necessary  func- 
tions of  a  GoTemment.  It  is  in  no  partioular 
dependent  on  the  States,  so  far  as  its  own  action 
is  concerned ;  and  least  of  all  can  it  be  in  so 
important  a  function  as  that  of  its  finances.  If 
it  has  mit  within  itself  the  power  to  manage  its 
fiuuices,  then  it  is  no  Government ;  it  is  de- 
pendent on  the  States  almost  to  the  same  extent 
as  the  old  confederation,  which  had  no  power 
over  a  revenae  bat  by  reqmsitions  upon  the 
States.  Has  this  Government  any  control  over 
the  State  banks  9  Haa  it  any  right  to  command 
their  services  V  And,  in  times  of  party  exnte- 
meatt  miAt  not  many  of  the  States  prohiUt 
their  banks  from  acting  as  agents  uie  Gov- 
wnmentf  What  security  can  there  be  in  a 
relUnra  on  State  institntional  'Who  control 
thft  banks  and  what  is.  their  spirit  ?  Do  they 
not  present  the  embodied  elements  of  aristo> 
oraoy,  and  have  they  not  usaallT  been  opposed 
to  the  Government,  when  administered  by 
agents  possessing  the  confidence  of  the'  ^rfiBi 
body  of  the  people  t  Sir,  there  is  no  iRroiding 
the  condiwon,  that,  if  luuik  agency  is  neces- 
sary, we  must  have  a  Federal  bank,  which  we 
can  control  oorselyeB,  or,  at  least,  have  a  legal 
right  to  control.  Bnt  no  snob  agency  is  neoea* 
sary.  Theprf^HwedsyBta&iBnQtonlypraotiea* 
bla,  bat  natural  and  simplek  and.  Mr.  N,  did  not 
he^tate  to  say,  would  be  nmno,  on  trial,  to  be 
OS  conveuient  as  the  State  bank  madunery. 

la  the.  adoption  of  measnres  for  the  coUeo- 
tion,  saferkeeping,  and  disbnrsemwt  of  the  rev- 
enue, OoQgresa  can  take  into  oonrfdmtion  the 
effect  wliich'sach, measures  may  have  on  the 
general  ouirenoy  of  the  country. .  This  is  all  we 
can  do:  we  cannot  directiy  interfere. with  the 
issues  of  the  State  banks.  This  incidental  effect 
which  may  be  produced  by  our  financial  meas* 
ores,  womd  naturally  seem  to  be  of  secondary, 
Imt  now  i^pears  to  be  regarded  as  of  primary 
importanoe.  Indeed,  it  is  the  real  or  sappoeed 
bearing  of  the  flnanoial  measiirea  of  this  Gov- 
ermneot  on  the  general  ourreooy  of  the  ooontry 
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that  attaches  to  tiiem  so  deep  and  extensive  an 
interest. 

It  becomes,  therefore,  important  to  consider 
how  the  proposed  measure  will  aflbet  the  car- 
renoy  or  the  paper  issues  of  the  State  bankn 
He  thought  that  its  influence  would  be  very 
salutary,  and  that,  in  this  respect,  it  would 
have  a  decided  preference  over  either  a  na-  ' 
tional  bank  or  the  State  deposit  banks.  It  may, 
it  is  true,  in  some  degree  diminish  the  profits 
of  bankiI^: ;  but  the  present  system  of  paper 
money  cannot  be  improved  in'  any  degree,  now- 
ever  small,  without  the  reduction  of  the  profits 
of  banking  enters  into  the  measure  of  reform. 

What  is  the  great  evil  of  our  paper  system 
of  cnrrency  t  It  is  its  instability,  its  irregalar 
action,  its  constant  tendency  to  the  most  ruin- 
ons  expausioDS  and  contractions.  This  is  a 
point  about  which  there  is  no  controversy :  all 
agree  in  it.  Will  the  proposed  measure,  tlkei^ 
toid  to  rendtt  the  currency  more  staUe  and 
less  fluctuating  t  If  so,  its  infioenee  must  be 
highly  salutary.  One  <»  its  immediate  conse- 
quences will  be  to  create  and  keep  up  a  demand 
for  sperae  to  tiie  extent  of  the  revenue  and  dis- 
bnrsements  of  tiie  Government.  This  oonstanfc 
demand  for  specie  will  operate  as  a  continued 
check  and  restraint  upon  the  banks  in  the  com- 
mercial cities ;  it  will  compel  them  to  be  more 
cautions  in  their  issues,  ana  to  keep  themselves 
more  strongly  reinforced  with  specie.  The 
more  oaatious  action  of  the  city  banks  will  tend 
to  restr^  the  countiy  banks.  How  consider* 
able  this  lestr^ning  bflnenoe  upon  the  banks 
may  b&  It  was  imposriUe  to  say ;  but,  so  fiw 
as  it  exists,  it  woola  be  salutary. 

It  seemed,  however,  to  be  ftered  that  tha 
proposed  measure  would  impose  too  great  a 
restiiction  upon  the  banks ;  that  it  would  di- 
minish their  ability  and  limit  their  operations 
too  mndi.  Bat  this  was  not  to  be  fewed ;  the 
only  danger  was  the  overaction  and  the  irreg- 
ular action  of  the  banks ;  this  is  their  natural 
tendency ;  it  results  from  the  principles  of  the 
system,  aad  is  an  evil  whidt  cannot  be  removed 
without  a  change  of  its  principles.  A  bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  he  had  already  stud,  la 
now  asked  for,  solely  on  the  ground  of  check- 
ing  and  ofrntrMUng  the  State  banks ;  but  wiaa 
it  u  proposed  to  do  this  in  any  other  w^,  that 
ia  regarded  as  an  insiqnraUe  oljeotioa  to  the 
measure.  How  is  fhisf  Oan  St^  banks  only 
be  regulated  by  Federal  banki^  or  is  it  a  mere 
pretext  that  a  national  bank  Is  wanted  as  a 
regulator  of  the  State  institutions  ? 

But  this  constant  demand  for  q>ede  in  tlie 
transaotions  of  the  Government  will  promote 
the  general  circulation  of  coin,  and  improve  the 
whole  currency ;  it  will  render'  onr  currency, 
in  some  reasonable  d^r^e,  a  mixed  currency, 
instead  of  s[n  exclusive  ptqwr  one,  as  it  now  is. 

Bat  there  will  be  other  oonsequenoes  affeoU 
ing  the  ourrency,  equal,  and  perhi^  more  im- 
portant, tfau  those  named.  The  pn^posed  sys- 
tem, should  it  be  adopted,  will  oocasum  a  com- 
plete and  entire  aepantitm  of  the  Govenment 
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teom  ill  banks.  Tlus  ii  its  distiDgntohiny  f<Mt- 
nre,  and  highest  recommendation.  This  sep- 
aration is  not  only  important  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  but,  if  possible,  equally  so  in  its  effect 
on  the  oarrency  and  the  interest  of  the  country. 
'What  have  been  the  fruits  of  tlus  connection  f 
Sir,  there  is  high  authority  on  this  ^int,  which 
goes  to  show  tibat  it  has  been  ii^unoos  both  to 
the  GoTemment  and  the  banks.  Kr.  Biddle, 
the  President  of  tJie  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  who,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  is  the 
greatest  financier  that  now  exists,  or  ever  did, 
or  ever  will  enrt,  has  expressed  this  opinion. 
At  the  omnizatioii  of  the  Penn^lvanla  Bank 
4^  the  United  States,  in  18S6,  he  oongratnlatea 
the  BtodklKddera  m  the  proroerons  omdition 
of  their  interests,  the  aeomnnlation  of  a  large 
surplns  fnnd,  and  the  purchase  of  a  new  char- 
ter, and  boasted  of  the  bank  being  "safer, 
BtKHiger,  and  more  proeperoos  than  it  ever 
was."  He  also  adds,  that  "  it  was  an  original 
misfortune  in  the  strncture  of  the  bank  that 
it  was  in  any  way  oonoeoted  with  persons  in 
office.  The  instincts  of  all  political  power  make 
that  association  dangerons — OBefiu  to  nether 
party — ii^nrions  to  both." 

Sir,  I  repeat  the  qnestion,  what  have  been 
the  iraits  of  this  connection  of  bank  and  State! 
Let  the  ezperienoe  of  the  oonntry  answer  1  He 
need  not  go  back  to-the  last  W8r,  when,  in  the 
acfotiation  of  loans  with  banks  to  titie  amount 
of  aboQt  fifty  millions,  at  least  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars  were  saorifioed  by  the  Govornment. 
These  loans  ooninsted  of  excluuiging  the  cre^t 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  vastly  better 
than  that  of  any  bank  for  iho  credit  of  the 
banks,  at  the  rate  of  eishty  and  eighty-flve  dol- 
lars for  a  hundred.  This  occasioned  the  nq>id 
enlargement  of  bank  issues  during  the  war,  and 
led  to  the  snspensioa  of  the  banks  in  1814,  and 
to  a  lon^  triun  of  calamitous  consequraces, 
under  which  the  country  langaished  for  five  or 
six  years.  He  had  alreaaf  aUuded  to  tliese  dr^ 
comstanoea 

This  cfHineetkm  has  greatlj  inereased  the 
regular  aotlcnx  <tf  tbe  banks,  and  atinnilated  tbdr 
oontraotions  and  expandons.  The  first  gnat 
and  sudden  expannon  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  1817,  was,  in  part,  occasioned  by  the 
Government  redeeming  thirteen  millions  of  its 
stock,  then  held  by  the  bank,  as  part  of  its  cap- 
ital, which  obliged  it  to  loan  it  suddenly  to 
individaals.  The  public  deposits,  as  is  well 
known,  have  always  been  used  by  the  banks  as 
the  basis  of  discounts ;  and,  as  they  increase 
and  diminish  suddenly,  fjiis  produces  a  corre- 
sponding enlargemfflit  and  curtailment  of  their 
loans. 

In  consequence  of  this  unfortunate  connec- 
tion, as  Kr.  Biddle  oalls  it,  every  measure  of 
the  Government,  of  a  mere  financial  character, 
having  no  direot  bearing  on  any  oomraerclal 
interest,  has  for  years  ooMsIoned  a  ^stnrbanoe 
in  the  monetary  concerns  of  the  oonntry,  which, 
noder  our  credit  system,  are  otherwise  snffi- 
eiratly  onstable.  Almost  from  the  fonndation 
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of  the  Government,  this  has  been  one  eontinoed 
source  of  clamor  and  eompl^t— of  agitattoD, 
of  fierce  dennnciaticms,  ana  of  curses  loud  md 
deep  against  the  Government,  from  the  com- 
mercial portions  of  the  community.  Cause  or 
no  cause  for  these  complaints,  for  his  present 

{tnrpose,  was  of  little  consequence.  He  ht- 
ieved  that,  in  general,  such  complaints  had 
been  without  any  iost  foundation;  but  be 
wished  to  remove  the  pretext  for  tiiem,  and 
effectually  to  remove  all  grounds  of  chaigii^, 
nptm  the  mere  financial  measures  <^  the  Gov- 
emmmt,  the  cUstnrbanoe  of  the  cuneney,  md 
the  dwangement  of  the  business  emeeras  of 
theoonntrT. 

The  baus  have  become  an  element  of  poUt- 
ical  poww,  and  the  baras  of  a  moneyed  aii^ 
toonuqr.  The  whole  system  is  one  resting  on 
moBXipolj  and  excluenve  privil^^  in  derogftr* 
t^on  of  the  equal  and  common  right  of  the  peo- 
ple. Experience  has  also  proven  that  the  sys- 
tem is  fDonded  on  unsound  prindples,  and  its 
rapid  and  dangerous  extension  in  the  last  few 
years,  and  the  serious  evils  attending  it,  have 
produced  a  very  general  conviction,  embraoing; 
probably,  a  laige  nu^ority  of  the  people,  Hurt 
the  system  cannot  long  be  endured  as  it  la; 
that  h  most  dther  be  refmned  or  abandoned. 
From  dear-bought  experittoe,  this  had  beoome 
the  genml  sentiment.  Bnt  this  reform  cannot 
be  cfiiocted  h»e ;  we  have  no  jurisdiction  ovw 
the  snbjeot ;  Oongress  did  not  create  tiie  State 
banks,  and  it  cannot  uiunake  them,  or  reform 
the  system.  This  belongs  to  the  people  and 
the  States ;  let  us  Imve  it  there ;  they  have  the 
power,  and  are  competent  to  the  task.  The 
acoompliahment  of  wis  important  measure — 
one  which  at  this  time  excites  a  deeper  and 
more  universal  interest  than  has  ever  before 
existed  in  relation  to  any  reform  in  onr  civil 
institutions — will  no  donbt  be  redsted,  vio- 
lently, desperately,  by  the  whole  combined 
moneyed  inflnence  of  the  country.  The  issne 
is  alre^y  made  up ;  it  is  a  great  issne ;  one 
whioh  will  be  Ukel^  to  aetata  the  pntdio  mind 
for  twenty  jean  to  come.  On  the  one  ride  is 
tiie  popular  will,  the  great  mass  of  the  peojde ; 
on  the  other  are  the  banks  and  the  moneyed 
powra.  On  the  one  side  (if  he  might  use  the 
language  of  the  London  banker's  circular)  is 
the  aristocracy  of  wealth ;  on  the  other,  the 
democracy  of  numbers.  The  struggle  will  be 
arduous,  and  probably  long,  bnt  the  resolt  can- 
not be  doubtful.  At  a  time  like  this,  and  under 
sQch  (urcnmstanoes,  is  it  proper  for  thia  Gov- 
ernment to  becMue  a  party  in  this  contest  f 
As  we  cannot  do  it  directiy,  is  it  proper,  is  it 
right,  for  us  to  interfere  indirectly?  As  we 
cannot  asast  in  carrying  out  this  great  reform, 
all  that  he  adced  wa^  that  this  Govenunent 
should  stand  acdde.  It  cannot  rightftally  be- 
come a  par^  to  this  ocmtest.  It  cannot  pro- 
mote the  reform ;  but  it  may  retard  it  Shall 
Congress  interpose  itself  between  the  people 
and  this  great  measure?  Shall  it  take  noes 
with  the  banks  against  the  people?  Shall  this 
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OovernmeDt  beconw  the  endorser  and  the 
bflc&er  of  the  State  bamke?  Shall  we,  hj  cm 
improper  oonneolioa  with  them,  enooorage 
them  to  look  to  as  to  anstain  theroaelvea  against 
the  popular  Toice  f  Shall  we  onite  and  league 
them  together,  and  thnn  add  to  their  power  hj 
combination  f  Sir,  let  this  OoTemment  stand 
aloof  from  this  contest,  and  leave  the  banks  in 
the  hands  of  the  States  and  people  from  whom 
they  derived  their  existenoe,  and  to  whom  tiie;^ 
are  amenable  fbr  their  acta,  and  hy  whose  will 
they  most  stand  or  fiall. 


TmnwDAT,  September  21. 
Sui-Trtoiurjf  JBiU. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  otmalderstloii  of  tiie 
bUl  providing  for  tho  ctdleetion  and  etutodjr  of 
the  pnblio  revenaes,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment offered  thereto  by  Mr.  Oalhouit. 

Ifr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  aaid :  Sir,  this  is  a  sub- 
ject of  great  importaboe  to  the  interests  of  the 
oonntry,  and  one  that  has  caased  great  anzietj 
in  the  pnblio  mind.  It  is  therrfore  highly  im- 
portant that  the  whole  matter  should  be  laid 
clearly  and  folly  before  tiie  people,  that  they 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  Judging  for  them- 
selves oD  tiie  merits  of  the  propositions  made 
iMre,  hoth  in  &n»  of^  and  against,  the  views  of 
tJie  Ezeenlive.  For  my  own  pu^  it  is  soffi- 
dent  fbr  me  to  mj  that,  if  I  know  mj  own 
heart,  I  eame  to  tiiis  body  with  a  ainoerd  derire 
to  oo*opcflrate  ^th  the  Ezeeatdve  Government 
in  any  measures  which  may  benefit  the  people, 
or  restore  the  national  prosperity ;  and  towards 
the  indiridoal  now  in  the  fixeentive  diair,  and 
the  other  officers  of  the  Oovemment,  I  have 
nime  otiier  than  the  kindest  feelings.  But  in 
relation  to  roeasnres  proposed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people,  I  hold  myself  at  liberty  to  exam- 
ine them  fully  and  freely,  withont  being  con- 
tinued by  those  trammels  which  have  been  too 
often  used  to  foroe  men  to  act  contrary  to  their 
own  convictions.  "When  I  took  my  seat  in  this 
bodj}  it  was  with  a  fall  determination  to  ex- 
amine earefbUy  for  myself  the  various  propoai- 
tfODS  that  might  be  presented,  and  to  decide 
upon  them  aeoor^ng  to  their  merits.  Sir,  we 
were  called  on  to  idd  the  Government,  because 
it  is  obstmoted  in  the  exercise  of  its  ordinary 
powers.  And  when  we  were  told  that  ^e 
Government  reqoired  oor  aid,  that  it  was  em- 
barrassed for  the  want  of  money,  and  that  it 
was  necessary  for  Congress  to  grant  it  sopplies 
to  aid  in  t^e  course  of  its  ordinary  operations, 
I  did  not  hesitate,  nor  did  I  even  examine  very 
closely  the  propositions  in  relation  to  the  means 
of  those  sopplies ;  bnt,  knowing  that  they  oame 
from  the  Oommittee  on  Finance,  founded  on 
the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
withont  any  hedtatiou  I  voted  fat  the  Idll  ao- 
tiu^dng  the  Issue  of  TMsurj  notes.  I  pre- 
tend the  bill  as  it  iras,  vithout  striking  out 
the  provi^m  for  interest  on  the  notes.  I  was 
not  irilHnff  to  resKt  to  a  tonponuT  expedient^ 


BDoh  as  issning  notes  withont  interest,  which, 
as  heret(rfin<e,  oonld  serve  only  to  delude  the 
peofde,  and  md  in  tUsappointment,  withont  any 
practical  benefit. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  one  to  post* 
pone  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposits  with 
the  States.  It  may  not  be  strictly  in  order,  but 
as  great  latitode  has  been  given  to  the  debate 
I  b^  leave  here  to  give  my  reascms  why  I  ooold 
not  vote  for  that  bill ;  and  one  of  the  strongest 
in  my  mind,  was  this :  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  through  the  medlom  of  an 
act  of  Congress,  had  raised  expectations  on  the 
part  of  tiie  States  which  it  ought  not  to  disw- 
point.  The  States  had  prepared  to  reoetve  the 
money ;  they  accepted  the  propoutioa  of  the 
Government,  proceeded  to  legislkto  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  many  of  the  States  appropriated  the 
whole  fimd :  oome  to  the  important  eanse  <tf 
edaoataon ;  some  to  ludin  Hawc  •vixakA  of  Intair^ 
nal  improvement ;  some  in  one  way,  and  some 
in  another,  beneficial  to  the  people.  The  States 
relied  with  .full  confidence  on  the  receipt  of  the 
money ;  they  had  a  right  so  to  rely ;  and, 
although  the  facts  may  not  strictly  amount  to 
a  l^al  contract  between  the  parties,  it  is  cer- 
tainly  so  nearly  allied  to  one,  that  it  wonld  be 
doing  the  greatest  iiiiostioe  to  the  States  and 
people  to  disappoint  their  just  expeotationa,  bj 
withhddfaig  the  instalmrat. 

AMin :  It  was  admitted  by  the  dudrman  <tf 
the  Oommittee  on  Finance  that,  if  the  inatal- 
ment  was  retidned,  being  in  paper,  it  oould  not 
be  made  available  in  aid  of  the  necessities  of 
the  Treasury,  as  the  Government  would  not  use 
p^>er,  fmd  we  would  still  have  to  authorize  an 
issne  of  Treasury  notes,  and  a  loan  of  at  least 
$10,000,000.  Why,  then,  withhold  it  from  the 
Btot^  who  are  willing  to  receive  it  in  the  very 
Ainds  the  Government  r^ects;  and  in  many 
instances  can  accommodate  the  matter  wiui 
th^r  own  deporit  banks,  bfflwficially  to  the 
Government,  the  banks,  and  the  States  f 

Bot,  viewing  it  as  a  question  of  inconveuienoe 
between  the  Government  and  the  States,  how 
stands  the  case  I  It  would  cert^nly  be  much 
leas  inconvenient  to  the  Govemmeot  to  add  the 
amonntof  the  instahnentto  tbeamonuttrftbeloan 
she  is  compelled  to  make,  at  all  events,  than  it 
woidd  be  to  the  States  to  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
money  at  this  time.  These,  sir,  are  some  of  the 
reasons  that  indoced  me  to  vote  against  that 
biU.  I  thouf^titbutjnptiee  to  myself  to  state 
them,  as  I  gave  a  ^ent  vote  on  that  oooasiin. 

[Hr.  Smith  then  spoke  at  much  length  upon  the 
state  of  the  country,  tb«  causes  which  prodooed  it, 
and  the  neoessitj  and  advantage  aS  a  natioaal  bank ; 
and  then  continued  his  ^>eed>  on  the  Utt  before  the 
Senate.} 

I  crane  now^  Hr.  Fresideat,  to  qieak  tiie 
bill  before  tiie  Senate,  known  here  as  the  dl- 
voroe  bUL  I  was  opposed,  as  I  have  told  yoo, 
to  the  raiginal  dlvoroe;  I  was  still  more  op- 
posed to  tlw  ol^eet    jom  then  oboioe ;  and  had 
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I  been  here,  in  the  name  of  my  oonotrj  I  would 
have  forbidden  the  bans.  Bnt  yon  married, 
and  I  now  find  the  groom,  and  nearly  all  the 
vedding  gac»tSj  in  nvor  of  another  <^Toroe. 
Sir,  npon  principles  of  common  law,  yon  are 
not  entitled  to  it ;  yon  winked  at — nay  more, 
yon  eednced  your  bride  from  the  path  of  virtue ; 
and  yon  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  t^e  advan- 
tage of  your  own  wrong.  Bnt^  tiiy  I  am  ready 
to  confess  that  I  am  much  more  opposed  to  the 
object  of  yoar  third  nnion,  than  I  am  to  a  sep- 
aration from  the  darling  of  your  second  choice. 
Sir,  tbis  snb-Treasnry  scheme  of  divorcing 
the  Government  fhim  the  banks  and  people  is, 
in  my  mtnd,  the  most  alarming  proposition  that 
haa  ever  been  presented  to  the  American  peo- 
ple. In  vain  did  our  revolutionary  sires  shed 
th^r  blood  in  the  contest  for'  liberty ;  in  v^n 
did  tiie  aoges  and  patriots  of  that  eventfal 
epoch  contend  for  the  glorions  privil^es  which 
ve  eqjoy,  i^  at  this  day  of  the  repablio,  we  are 
to  smrender  np  to  the  Szecnlive,  and  to  his 
immediate  advisers,  the  liberties  of  this  great 
pet^e.  Sir,  when  the  patriot  daily  sees  the 
unmente  powers  claimed  for,  and  exercised  by, 
the  Executive,  has  he  not  just  cause  for  alarm? 
The  veto  power  is  his ;  the  army  is  his ;  the 
navy  is  his ;  the  appointing  and  removing  pow- 
er of  all  the  inferior  officers  of  Government  is 
his ;  the  sword  is  his ;  and  he  now  asks  for  tiie 
purse.  Shall  we  give  it  to  him  f  Shall  we  sur- 
render up  the  treasures  of  the  nation — the  hard 
earnings  of  the  people — into  his  hands,  as  la 
proposed  by  this  Mm  I  Kever,  Mr.  Preudent^ 
with  consent— never,  never.  I  apeak  not 
with  reference  to  the  present  Chief  Uagistrate. 
I  am  discnsslng  this  matter  upon  principle.  Sir, 
I  have  reason  for  alarm,  when  I  see  the  other 
powers,  of  the  Government  surrendered  up, 
one  at  a  time,  either  before  or  after  the  exercise 
of  the  veto,  to  the  will  of  one  man.  How  can 
I  forbear  to  look  with  jealousy  and  alarm  at  a 
power  so  inordinate  in  its  deairen,  and  so  engnlf- 
Ing  in  its  effects  ?  This  bilL  sir,  surrenders  up 
the  remnant  of  power  whicn  we  had  still  left 
with  ns.  I  object  to  it  becauBe  of  the  vast  in- 
crease of  Executive  power  and  patronage  it 
confers,  first,  by  giving  up  the  sole  control  of 
the  ravennes  of  the  natioa ;  and,  seotnidly,  by 
the  vart  inoreaee  of  offlom  it  anlhoiizea  In 
additlcD.to  the  land  and  coatom-honae  oflBoea 
now  in'exiatenoe,  It  will  be  necessary  to  estab- 
lish a  gfe'at'many  more  as  sub-treasnries ;  add 
to  these  tiie  twelve  thousand  post  offic^  all 
of  which,  are  to  be  UUle  treasuries,  and,  sir, 
then  come  the  visitors  and  examlaers.of  these 
offices — as  the  bill  requires  an 'examination 
once,  at  least,  each  year — and  yon  have  an 
army  of  <Mcen  traversing  every  part  of  the 
country  at  the  bid  of  the  Executive,  paid  from 
the  public  moneys  by  the  President,  and  bound, 
npon  p(dn  of  di^issal  frvm  office,  to  obey  the 
S^ecntive  or  party  fiat.  Sir,  I  am  unwilling,  by 
any  vote  of  mine,  to  oontribote  to  this  reralt, 
Bttt,  sir,  will  the  pnblio  money  be  Btfia?  This 
la  a  iju&H&oa  at  gnat  imp<»taaoe.  lij^wrienoe 
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tells  us  that  it  will  not ;  and,  my  word  for  it, 
when  it  shall  have  been  tried  to  t^e  satisfaction 
of  those  who  are  now  presnng  it  npon  na,  the 
defoloaticMia  will  be  found  a  much  more  finmid- 
sble  item  In  the  nnavidlable  ftanda  than  what 
appears  agtdnst  the  national  bank.  Bnt,  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  you  give  np  the  bonne  paid  by 
the  United  States  Bank.  Yon  give  up  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  to  the  country  from  a  well- 
regulated  currency  and  a  wholesome  state  of 
the  exchanges,  and  you  pay  not  less  than  $100,- 
000,  annufuly,  to  carry  on  the  *'  expedient,^* 
without  one  countervailing  benefit. 

Sir,  there  is  another  objection  to  this  measure 
more  formidable,  in  my  mind,  than  any  of  those 
I  have  attempted  to  urge.  Ton  propose  to 
separate  your  fortunes  from  the  destinies  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people ;  to  make  this  Gov- 
ernment, vhidi  I  have  idwayv  nnderstood  to 
be  a  Government  of  the  people,  an  alien  to 
their  interest ;  yon  propose  to  ^ve  the  Govern- 
ment and  its  omo^  gold  and  nlrer,  and  leave 
the  people  to  straggle  on  with  such  a  cnrrenoy 
as  the  States  may  fbn^.  Sir,  I  know  this 
people  love  the  Government ;  I  am  not  unap- 
prised of  their  deep-rooted  devotion  to  the 
institutions  under  which  they  live.  Have  th^ 
not  on  all  ocoasiona,  in  times  of  peril,  when  the 
existence  of  the  nation  was  threatened  by  a 
hostile  foe,  rallied  to  the  standard  of  their 
country,  and  laid  down  their  lives  a  voluntary 
sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  liberty  f  And  shaU 
they  then  be  told,  in  times  of  difficulty  and 
embarrassment,  that  tids  Government  will  tain 
care  of  itself— 4liat  it  baa  no  mwer  to  assfst 
the  people— that  it  will  provide  for  ita  own 
officers  the  precious  metau,  althoogh  the  ocm- 
sequence  may  be  ndn  to  the  people? 
let  those  who  are  presdng  this  matter  up<m 
them  not  presume  too  f^.  It  is  not  your 
parchment  roll,  called  a  constitntion,  that  holds 
this  people  tt^ether ;  it  is  a  supposed  commu- 
nity of  interest :  and  whenever  yon  shall  eatasfy 
them  that  the  Government  of  tiieir  choice  has 
no  omnmon  interest  with  the  people,  the  gov- 
erned, that  moment  they  will  lose  all  attach- 
ment to  the  constitution,  and  either  dissolve 
themselves  from  a  Government  ui  reqaisitaona 
and  bordena,  and  not  of  ben^ta,  or  th^  wiQ 
seek  redress  in  a  change  of  ndera.  8ir,  I  am 
no  prophet;  yet,  Indtnug  from  tSia  voice  Ton 
have  heard  from  the  West,  and  the  responsive 
echoes  from  the  East,  if  you  carry  these  meas- 
ures, in  the  course  of  my  senatorial,  term  of  six 
years  yon  will  see  these  tables  turned,  and  a 
confident  m^ority  reduced  to  a  harmless  minor- 
ity, here;  and  in  tliat  event^^ark  my  words 
to-day — you  will  hear  a  voice  long  and  lond 
coming  from  that  minority  crying  for  another 
divorce  from  the  evils  of  tiiis  measure.  I  hope 
in  this  I  may  t>e  mistaken ;  but  sneh  are  my 
opinions  of  the  evil  consequences  which  must 
result  from  this  measnre,  that  I  hasard  the 
opinion. 

But,  sir,  as  tbe  Tetweamtativa  in  part  of  <me 
of  the  yfvKbm.  Btatea,  I  piotoat  against  thia 
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measare  as  being  of  the  most  noxioas  character 
to  our  fnt««Bt.  Does  not  ever^r  Western  man 
Bee  that  its  praotioal  effbot  mast  be  to  drain  all 
oar  specie  from  us,  (hroagh  the  land  offices  and 
poet  <Aoes,  and  6^»end  it  hen  and  on  the  East- 
ern waters  in  the  creation  of  a  navy,  break- 
vatera,  lli^t-hooses,  fbrtifioata<»is,  &o.f  Since 
^on  have  abandoned  the  doctrines  of  internal 
improTement^  we  have  no  objecta  for  national 
expenditure,  except,  to  be  sure,  the  Oumberland 
road ;  and  the  expenditure  on  that  is  a  drop^ 
the  bucket  when  compared  with  the  amoont  re- 
ceived hj  the  Goyemment  from  the  people  of 
the  State.  Agiun :  X  object  to  this  bill  as  being 
wholly  illusory,  and  presenting  a  false  Issae  to 
the  people.  It  is  not  a  question  now,  whether 
the  people  will  have  specie  or  paper  in  their 
commoQ  business  transaoUons.  Tois  Govern- 
ment has  no  power  over  the  State  banks ;  th^ 
are  the  craatores  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
different  States ;  and  whether  this  bill  tnasea 
or  not,  the  people  of  the  States  will  have  a 
pi^r  currency :  and  the  true  ^estion  for  them 
to  decide  is,  whether  they  a  local  paper 
exclnurely,  or  whether  they  would  pr«er  a 
national  paper  of  onlversal  ciniolation,  con- 
trolling the  State  iasoes  within  wholestnoe 
boimd&  and  convertible  into  specie  at  the  will 
of  the  holder. 

Sir,  let  us  examine  for  a  moment  the  conse- 
quences that  must  necessarily  result  from  any 
measure, at  this  time,  reducing  theproperty  of 
this  nation  to  a  metaliio  value.  Would  it  not 
at  <Hioe  amonnt,  in  eflfoot,  to  a  confiaoatim 
at  least  two-thirds  of  the  pn^rarty  in  the  ooon- 
fa7?  Would  it  not  increase,  as  two  to  one,  the 
drffts  of  the'  people  f  And  how,  let  me  ask,  do 
gentiemen  suppose  the  debtors — either  mer- 
chants, banks,  or  people— can  pay  their  debts, 
If  specie  ahoold  be  required!  I^perty  must 
ccane  to  the  hammer  of  the  auctioneer ;  and 
the  sacrifice  would  create  ruin,  wide-spread 
ruin.  Sir,  I  would  rather  see  a  foreign  army 
in  your  country,  than  to  see  the  propMty  of 
every  debtor  brought  to  the  hammw  on  a  specie 
demand.  The  desolation  would  be  far  less.  In- 
nocent and  unofitoding  families,  who  are  in 
•apposed  affluence  to-^i^,  would  be  beggars 
to-morrow ;  thrown  upon  the  c<^  charity  of 
an  nnfriendly  world.  Sir,  I  cannot  aee  iL  I 
would  avwt  it  if  I  could.  But,  if  gentlonen 
wUl  go  on,  let  them  take  the  reepMiribility. 
The  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina  (Mr.  Oai^ 
houk)  told  yon  that  the  disease  was  debt,  and 
he  knew  of  no  core  but  to  pay  it  This  may 
be  true ;  bat  does  not  that  Senator  know  that 
it  is  in  vain  to  tell  men  to  pay  tbeir  debts,  if 
you  take  from  them  the  ability  and  means  of 
payment?  If  you  render  the  property  witii 
which  they  might  pay  valaelees,  how  do  you 
expect  them  to  pay  I  Do  gentlemen  suppose 
that  there  is  ^Mcie  enough  in  this  nation  to 
pay  the  one-fourth  of  the  debts,  independently 
of  answering  the  ordinary  medium  of  circola- 
ti«m?  If  they  do,  I  can  only  say  that  thsj 
have  Borelj  not  examined  the  nlgectb 


Kr.  Stbanob,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  and 
said: 

Mr.  Preddent :  That  oar  country  is  now  in 
a  most  extraardloaiT  and  interesting  crida 
seems  to  be  conceded  on  all  hands;  and  the 
public  mind  ia  greatly  distracted  as  to  the  cansea 
of  this  crids,  its  natare,  and  the  course  it  be- 
hooves 0<»^|re8S  to  porsnc  under  it.  In  tins 
state  of  things,  every  man  to  whom  a  hif^ 
trust  is  committed  in  relation  to  these  subjects, 
and  espemally  each  member  of  this  body,  ought 
openly  and  frankly  to  offer  his  views  and  opm- 
iona  concerning  tbem.  By  pubUc  opinions  all 
the  measures  adi^ted  by  Congress  must  nlti* 
mately  be  tested ;  and,  that  public  opinion  may 
have  fair  play,  and  our  oonstiturata  an  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  of  the  fidelity  of  their  repre- 
sentatives on  every  measure  so  important^  as 
the  one  under  omwleration,  the  reasons  which 
have  detwroined  them  ^oid  accompany  thwr 
votes,  li  ia  this  coamAmtam  that  impels  ma 
to  ask  the  attratton  of  the  Senate  on  toe  pres- 
ent ocoaricm ;  for  I  know  full  well  that  I  mi^^t 
as  well  address  the  marble  pillars  which  sor^ 
round  us,  as  this  honorable  body  with  any 
reasmable  hope  of  bringing  conviction  to  a 
single  mind.  But  X  am  solicitous  that  publio 
opinion  should  be  sound  in  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent;  and  while 
I  bring  my  own  (minions  in  review  before  my 
constituents,  I  shall  make  an  effort,  feeble 
though  it  may  be,  to  furnish  them  with  tim 
reasons  on  wMch  they  are  founded. 

[Ur.  Stnnge  flien  tocik  a  brief  view  of  the  causes 
and  nature  of  the  praseot  buk  sospendons;  and 

continued :} 

I  have  now  adverted  to  the  canaes  and  nature 
of  the  present  crisis,  matters  in  themselves  of 
littie  consequence,  and  altogether  inadequate 
to  the  time  they  luave  consumed,  except  so  fat 
as  they  may  assist  us  in  the  detenoination  ot 
the  third  question,  namely,  what  it  behooves 
ns  to  do  in  the  present  exigency.  The  evils 
we  have  seen  are  twofold:  first,  to  the  United 
States  Government  as  a  body  politic,  affecting 
its  vital  prind^e,  the  very  current  of  its  exist* 
em^  ita  fiscal  soundness ;  secondly,  to.  the  in- 
diTtduala,  or  some  of  them,  composing  the 
nation,  in  blading  th^  present  peouiuaij 
prosperity  and  their  hopes  for  the  future. 
These  it  behooves  as  to  consider  with  a  due 
sense  of  our  responribilitiea,  and,  if  in  our 

Eower,  to  provide  for  tiiem  a  remedy.  And 
ere  permit  me  to  runark  that  the  President 
has  been  most  mgustiy  accused  of  having 
recommended  nothing  adequate  to  the  occa- 
sion ;  of  having  iudici^ed  no  relief  for  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  people.  Will  no  reli^  be  found, 
I  ask,  in  the  emis»on  of  110,000,000  in  Treas- 
ury notes  to  be  thrown  into  circulation  ?  If 
the  wants  of  a  sound  circulating  medium  be 
part  of  the  disiresfl^  will  it  not  be  thus  supped 
to  tiie  amount  I  have  meuttened  ?  And  will 
not  be  fhrther  beneficial  in  Infiidog  man  vigor 
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into  tiie  vhole  duhs  ot  tlie  drcolating  medinm, 

in  iQcreasing  the  proportion  of  iuidepre<nated 
currency  to  that  which  is  already  depreciated  f 
Is  there  no  relief  in  extending  for  four,  t&x,  and 
nine  months,  the  credits  upon  the  duty  bonds  f 
Ib  there  no  relief  in  giving  to  the  depont  banks 
additional  time  for  settling  the  balances  they 
owe  t  Let  not  gentlemen  say,  becanse  the  re- 
lief does  not  tally  vith  their  own  unreasonable 
expectation,  that  therefore  no  relief  at  all  has 
been  extended.  Great  relief  has,  in  my  hnmble 
judgment,  been  a£forded,  and  all  that  I  think 
oOQld  in  reason  have  been  asked.  But  onr  first 
inqniry  is,  what  it  behooves  us  to  do  in  refer- 
ence to  the  revenne.  And  it  is  e^dont  that 
the  first  thing  is  to  make  immediate  provision 
for  the  supply  of  the  exhansted  Tre^nry,  uid 
mt  aAio  Buch  claims  as,  In  the  present  state  of 
tUngs,  ought  not  to  be  made  upon  it.  This,  so 
ftr  as  tHe  action  of  this  Hooae  is  conoernBd, 
has  already  been  done  in  the  passage  of  the 
bills  for  the  suspension  of  the  fourth  instslmeDt 
to  the  States  under  the  deposit  law,  and  the 
emission  of  the  $10,000,000  in  Treasury  notes, 
as  before  mentioned ;  and  it  is  next  to  be  de- 
elded  what  coarse  ^all  be  taken  to  avert,  if 
possible^  a  reoorrenoe  of  the  present  catastro- 
phe to  the  rerenne.  For  tiiis  three  plans  are 
presented  to  our  consideration :  First,  a  nation- 
al bank ;  secondly,  a  continnanoe  of  the  present 
deposit  bank  system,  with  some  modlficatioQs ; 
and,  lasUy,  the  plan  recommended  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  pro- 
jwsed  bv  the  Committee  on  Finance,  of  an 
mdepenawt  Treasury. 

I  have  BQ^Bted  objecUons  which  present 
themselves  to  my  mind,  to  two  of  the  plans : 
and  the  qaestiou  may  he  asked — and  it  is  prop- 
er it  a^nld  be  answered — ^whether  any  of  them 
ffi>ply  to  the  third  and  only  remiuning  alterna- 
tive measure  f  and  my  response  is,  no.  It  is 
not,  like  the  United  Stetes  Bank,  at  war  with 
any  declaration  <^  public  opinion.  To  that 
ordeal  it  is  yet  to  be  snlnnitted,  and  I  am  well 
eonteat  that  it  shall  be  brougnt  to  so  just  a 
standard,  and  tiiat  it  shall  be  pressed  no  longer 
than  it  is  found  in  accordance  with  It  It  has 
no  hostility  from  the  Executive  to  encounter ; 
for  it  is  his  own  ofispring,  and  he  atends  pledged 
to  give  it  a  fair  chance  for  existence.  It  im- 
plies the  assumption  of  no  powers  not  clearly 
granted  by  the  constitution ;  and  whether  ex- 

fedient  or  not,  is  the  only  question  for  which, 
trust,  before  I  have  fluishfu,  I  ^all  have  suc- 
ceeded in  making  at  least  a  show  of  probability. 
It  has  never  failed ;  for,  so  far  as  this  Qovem- 
ment  is  concerned,  it  is  yet  a  matter  of  trial, 
and  we  are  doomed  to  bear,  in  relation  to  it, 
the  cry  of  experim«it  1  experiment  1  until  the 
ear  ac^ea  viui  the  somnd.  Like  every  thing 
human,  it  is  liable  to  mal-administrstion.  and 
<tf  eouTse  to  iUlure;  but  it  carries  within  itself 
no  principle  of  inevitable  follibility,  lite  the 
banking  system.  Scattered  as  yotv  treasure 
will  be,  under  It,  from  one  end  of  the  continent 
to  the  other,  it  wUl  sot  be  Ukaly  to  meet  with 
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any  co-«xteasive  agent  of  destmotion;  and, 
although  some  inconuderable  rill  may  be  dried 
up  here  and  there,  the  great  river  of  your  rev- 
enue wIU  be  supplied  from  others,  and  flow  on 
copiously  and  freely.  Times  of  difficulty  will 
not  disappoint  yoo  la  the  use  of  your  fimd  in 
hand,  for  it  will  be  in  the  solid  metals — the 
most  unchangeable  and  indestructible  of  sub- 
lunary tilings — and  therefore  so  fitly  chosen  as 
standards  of  valne.  Being  in  the  hands  of  the 
inynediate  agente  of  the  Qovemment,  no  party 
combination  can  be  strong  enough,  without  an 
actual  revolution,  to  divert  it  from  the  use  to 
which  the  people,  through  their  conatitnted 
representaliTe^  shall  think  ia«per  to  direct  its 
appllcatim,  km  thereby  aal^ect  those  repre- 
sentatives to  other  domination  than  that  of  the 
will  of  their  constitnaita,  constitotioDally  ox- 
pressed.  Neither  can  any  great  difficulty  be 
mterposed  by  those  who  ma^  be  your  depo^- 
tariee,  in  the  way  of  ddivenng  it  up.  There 
will  be  no  middle  man  to  stand  between  the 
actual  custodier  of  the  money  and  responsibili- 
ty ;  there  will  be  no  commonity  to  back  him 
Id  contumacious  refusal  to  comply  with  hu 
duty ;  DO  real  or  fancied  inability  to  meet  your 
domtmds  can  be  offered  in  extenoatjon  of  neg- 
lect ;  no  honest  men,  unoonsdoiuly  enlisted  by 
interest,  by  gratitude,  by  innumeraWe  insidious 
appeals  to  ardent  natures,  be  induced  to  step 
forward,  and  oppose  their  bodies  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws.  Ko  party  spirit  can  be  rallied 
in  behalf  of  the  delinquent.  No  shont  of  party 
triumph  will  be  beam  to  animate  his  soul  to 
bold  defiance ;  bnt  he  will  stand  alone,  a  con- 
m>iouou8  mark  for  that  approbation  which 
fidelity  is  sure  to  win,  or  the  sober  condemna- 
tion which  is  as  oertunlj^  visited  by  enlightened 
pablio  opinion  upon  a  mlthleas  or  factions  pub- 
lic servant. 

The  plan  is  recommended  to  ua  by  its  simplici- 
ty, according  in  this  with  the  whole  geuoa  of 
onr  institntions.  One  main  objeot  (tf  our  poli- 
tical forefathers  was  to  d^nive  Qovemment  o£ 
all  that  mystidm  with  which  kingcraft  had 
invested  it.  It  was  int^ed  that  our  system 
of  Government  should  be  so  simple  that  every 
oitisen  (as  all  take  part  in  its  action)  should  be 
capable  of  comprehending  it ;  that  whosoever 
could- read,  or  hear  read,  onr  excellent  oonstita- 
tion,  should  understand  its  meaning,  and  be 
able  to  judge  of  the  fidelity  of  those  to  whom 
its  admmistration  was  committed.  The  sim- 
plicity of  this  plan,  then,  is  in  beautiful  con- 
formity with  the  rest  of  the  syetem  of  which 
it  is  intended  to  constitote  a  part. 

But  it  has  the  deoisioa  time  in  its  behalt 
For  anght  we  know  to  the  oontranr,  it  has  been 
substantially  the  practice  of  all  Qovmunei^ 
ezc^  onr  own,  iqt  to  the  present  d^.  To 
various  modifieatimia  it  has  doabtlesa  been 
snttfeoted,  bn^  even  in  £D{^as^  wide  moe  is 
kept  betweoi  the  exdieqner  and  the  baiuc 

But  although  the  Government,  whether 
united  or  not  to  the  banks  in  her  fiscal  opera- 
tions, can  do  but  little  le^timatelr  towards 
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regidatiiig  their  paper  cnrrenoy,  abe  can,  by 
that  union,  do  much  to  inflame  the  otIIs,  aod, 
hj  80  doing,  work  mueh  injostioe.  She  can  hj 
that  union  greatly  increaie  the  ere^t  of  thoaa 
in^^tionfl^  and  give  a  wider  cirealatwn  to 
their  paper  iesnei^  and  in  this  my  inerean 
what  are  called  mercantile  fiuiilitiea.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Sonth  CaroliDa  has  illnstrated  this 
matter  by  a  figure  so  etrong  and  forcible,  that 
it  could  not  fiaiJ^  I  think,  to  have  brought  con- 
viction to  alt  who  heard  lum.  Yes,  sir,  take 
the  beggar  from  tbe  street,  and  utipolate  with 
him  that  noUiiog  bat  gold  and  silver  and  hia 
notes  will  be  received  in  payment  of  debts  to 
this  Government,  and  Croesus  himself  was  never 
richer  than  he  would  instantly  become. 

The  Government,  I  have  already  said,  cannot 
continae  her.connecti<ni  with  the  banks  with- 
out atimuIiUing  tiiem  into  ISiotitions  oredity  and 
inoraadng  the  toidenoy  to  ooramerdal  and 
q»eoalative  enterorise,  which  is  already  great 
onoogh,  Heaven  knowst  and  anbtracting  from 
the  labcning  and  productive  dasses,  the  real 
bone  and  sinew,  tiie  true  human  materUl  of  the 
oonntry.  This  Is  too  obvious,  and  tbe  mischief 
too  great  to  reqtdre  elaboration.  But  besides 
this,  extravagance  will  be  the  natural  offspring 
of  the  system.  We  have  already  seen  the 
tendency  of  this  evil  to  increase ;  and  increase 
it  will  under  the  continoaooe  of  the  system, 
until  republican  rimplicity  will  be  annihilated 
among  us.  Extravagance,  and  its  companion, 
idleness,  were  the  overtiirow  of  all  the  ancient 
npnblioa  and  of  the  modem  imea,  too ;  and 
Utile  San  M anno  shines  forth  a  phenomeoon  for 
admiration,  saved  from  the  wreck  which  has 
overtaken  others,  by  her  poverty  and  pardmo- 
nious  economy. 

The  union  of  the  Government  with  the 
banks,  is  calcnlated,  I  have  said,  greatly  to  in- 
fluence the  natural  evils  of  the  banking  fiystem. 
Some  of  them  I  have  already  mentioned ;  bnt 
one  remuns  for  me  to  advert  to,  not  among  tbe 
least,  if  not  the  very  greatest.  This  is  the  mis- 
chief of  sudden  expansions  and  contractioos. 
To  tills  mischief  no  one  can  be  insensible,  for 
all  have  in  one  way  or  other  felt  its  foroe.  It 
has  a  tendency  to  make  us  a  nation  of  gamblers, 
by  the  constant  sUmnlns  to  that  spirit  which 
&ids  a  place  in  almost  every  boeom,  from  the 
■avage  to  the  sage,  and  whid  It  is  one  of  tiie 
great  otfjecta  of  a  whcdeBome  edneation  to  sub- 
due. Bnt  the  frequent  and  sndden  reverses  to 
whieh  evwy  man  is  expoaed,  of  bdng  rmicfered 
a  nabob  to-day  by  an  expansion,  and  a  beggar 
to*m(»TDW  by  a  contraction,  must,  in  -process 
of  time,  engender  all  that  loose  morality  which 
eharacterizes  the  professed  worshippers  at  the 
dirine  of  fortune.  Such  is  the  effect  upon 
holders  of  property ;  and  upon  the  laboring 
man  it  is,  if  possible,  still  more  baneftil;  for 
him  there  is  no  hour  of  prosperity,  bat  he  suf- 
fers greatly,  if  not  equal^,  both  in  the  ebb  and 
flow  of  the  tide.  In  a  contraction,  money  of 
Vsourse  becomes  soarm,  and  ttie  li^rer,  whose 
only  oommodi^  is  hu  labor,  is  eonqpoled  to 


bring  it  daily  into  the  market,  and  take  what- 
ever price  it  may  command ;  while  the  holders 
of  provisions,  leas  limited  in  point  of  Ume  for 
the  eonvenion  of  th^  commodittos  into  money, 
hold  them  back,  not  wUiing  to  submit  to  Uia 
diminished  prices,  and  in  the  nteau  time  the 
laborer  most  starve,  or  bay  at  tiie  price  de- 
manded. On  the  otJier  hand,  when  an  expan- 
sion takes  place,  and  money  becomes  plenty, 
labor  is  the  last  thing  to  find  the  level.  The 
continual  neoMsity  miioh  the  laborer  is  under 
to  bring  his  commodity  into  the  market,  pre- 
vmts  any  competition  in  demand,  and  it  is  not 
until  tiie  general  spring  which  is  given  to  enter- 
prise has  opraed  for  it  new  resources,  that  an 
increased  demand  for  labor  makes  an  increase 
in  price.  In  the  mean  time  the  laborer  must 
purchase  those  commodities  upon  which  specn- 
lation  is  most  apt  to  seize— the  neeeaaaries  at 
life.  It  is  impossible  for  the  Government  to 
remun  connected  with  the  bonka  without  con- 
tributing to  thU  mischief;  for  when  the  sap- 
plies  exceed  much  the  necessities  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, they  must  lie  in  the  banks,  whose 
directors  must  re«st  the  strongest,  <nr,  at  least, 
most  general  passion  of  the  human  heart — cu- 
pidity— if  they  suffer  them  to  remain  unused, 
and  in  using  them,  an  artificial  expansion  of  tbe 
currency  is  of  course  created.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  the  Government  shall  find  it  neces- 
sary to  make  heavy  drafts  upon  the  deposit 
banks,  a  great  contraction  is  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence. These  are  evils  which  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  prevent^  but  she  should  abstun, 
OS  far  as  possible,  fhrni  exiting  them ;  and  this 
^e  can  do  onh-  by  disoonnectum. 

"When  Ifr.  stkanos  had  conolnded  hia  re- 
marks, 

On  motion  of  Kr.  Talluadqi,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


FBID1.T,  S^tember  99. 

Sul-Treanry  Bill. 

The  Senate  theu  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  providing  for  the  oolieotion  and  cus- 
tody of  the  public  revenue. 

Mr.  Taumadgb  stud :  Mr.  President,  I  have 
bestowed  upon  this  subject  all  that  reflection 
which  is  dne  to  it,  ttora.  the  high  sonrce  from 
whieh  it  emanates.  Every  consideration,  both 
personal  and  political,  would  incline  me  to  its 
support,  if  my  Judgment  could  be  satisfied  that 
its  adoption  would  promote  the  great  intmsts 
of  the  country.  Natives  of  the  same  State  and 
of  the  same  county,  the  President  and  myself 
have  been,  from  my  first  entrance  into  polittoal 
life  down  to  the  present  time,  on  terms  of  in- 
timacy. In  his  political  career  he  has  on  all 
occasions  receivra  my  cordial  support.  It  has 
been  my  fortune  to  be  placed  in  utuations,  at 
cert^Q  trying  periods  of  his  history,  which 
have  enabled  me  to  render  him  "  some  service." 
It  is  with  no  OTdinary  seuaation,  therefore,  that 
I  find  mf  self  constrained,  by  l^gher  ooomeM- 
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tiODS  than  those  of  (lolitical  attachment  or  per- 
sonal friendship,  to  differ  from  him  on  the 
qttestion  now  hefore  ns — considerations  of  pnh- 
lio  Aaty  which  inrolTe  the  pnhlio  weal.  Bnt, 
I  have  the  satisfbction  to  know,  tiiat  he  neither 
enwets  nor  desires  me  to  Bopput  this  or  any 
other  measore  merely  because  it  hears  the 
stamp  of  an  Szecntive  recommendaticm.  In 
sahmitting  this  snb-Treasnry  system,  the  Pres- 
ident has  only  o1>eyed  an  injunction  of  the 
constitntion,  which  he  is  awom  to  support,  and 
which  declares  that  *'  he  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  give  to  the  Congress  information  of  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  snch  measures  as  he  sh^  jndge 
necessary  and  expedient."  This  is  one  of  those 
measnres— the  President  has  discharged  his 
dnty  in  recommending  it  to  onr  consideration, 
and  I  tmst  we  sball  discharge  onrs  hy  ^viog  to 
It  that  calm  investigation  and  free  discusnon 
which  are  so  well  calonlated  to  produce  correct 
results,  in  regard  to  measures  that  invcdTe  Uie 
great  and  vital  interests  of  the  people. 

The  President  himself  anticipated  nraeh  di- 
versity of  sentiment  on  this  snbjeot.  He  anti- 
cipated also  that  Oongress  might,  in  its  wis- 
dom, adopt  some  other  system;  and  he  gave 
the  assarance  of  his  co-operation  in  any  other 
plan  which  might  be  *'  ultimately  established." 
He  says ; 

**  Vnth  flMse  views,  I  leave  to  Congress  tite  meas- 
HMS  neoesaary  to  regulate,  in  the  present  eouigraiey, 
the  safe-keeping  and  traaisfer  of  the  pnbUe  m 00671. 
In  the  perfwmance  of  conatitutional  daty,  I  .haTe 
Btated  to  them,  withont  reserve,  the  remit  of  my  own 
refiectiona.  The  subject  la  of  great  ii^portance,  and 
one  on  whidi  we  can  scarcely  expect  to  be  as  united 
in  Bcntiment,  aa  we  are  in  loterasL  It  deserves  a 
fhll  and  free  discmion,  and  camkot  fidl  to  be  bene- 
fited by  a  dltyaaaionate  comparison  of  ophiions. 
Well  aware  mjrself  of  the  duty  of  reciprocal  concea- 
ritni  among  the  coordinate  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, I  can  promise  a  reasonable  spirit  of  co-opera- 
tion, io  far  as  it  can  be  indulged  in  without  the  sur- 
render of  constitudonal  ol^wtions  which  I  believe 
to  be  well  founded.  Any  sy^em  that  may  be 
adopted,  dwald  be  iut|iected  to  the  Adkatlmd  pro- 
vinon,  so  m  to  leave  notUng  to  the  Exeoimve  but 
what  is  neoeaaaiy  to  the  ^mmige  of  the  dutfes  im- 
posed on  him ;  and,  whatever  plui  may  be  ultimately 
established,  my  own  part  shall  be  so  dischuged  as 
to  give  to  it  a  iur  trial  and  the  best  prospect  of  sao- 
cess." 

I  tmst,  then,  that  the  MmOa  ot  the  admin- 
istration will  view  tills  question  as  one  of  expe- 
diency, and  not  snflbr  any  difference  of  opinion 
between  themselves  to  become  a  difference  of 
principle  upon  which  they  are  to  divide.  If  it 
be  not  so  viewed,  who  will  take  the  responsi- 
bility, and  who  will  vouch  for  the  consequences 
of  a  contrary  course  ?  It  is  a  snlpject  on  whicJti 
men  may  honestly  differ ;  and  it  is  for  that  rea- 
son amongst  others,  that  such  difference  should 
be  expressed  with  perfect  frankness  and  with 
the  utmost  freedom.  My  mind  has  long  been 
iBad»  up  agifaist  it;  and  ti»  reasndng  <tf  the 
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Message,  whilst  it  has  not  convinced  me  to  the 
contnuy,  has  only  served  to  confirm  my  pre- 
vious opinions — I  am  therefore  bound  to  say, 
from  a  sense  of  the  most  Imperative'dnty,  that, 
is  my  judgment,  thb  measure  is  fraught  with 
more  mischief  than  any  aeheme  which  hai  here- 
tofore been  broached  in  r^renoe  to  the  finuices 
of  the  Government  and  the  oarrenoy  of  the 
country.  In  saying  this  I  certainly  Intend  nooe 
other  than  the  most  profound  respect  for  the 
distingtiished  individual  who  has,  in  an  <rfBdal 
form,  brought  it  to  our  notice. 

The  banks  are  now  as  able,  with  the  aid  and 
confidence  of  the  Government,  to  perform  all 
the  duties  required  of  them  as  tiie^  were  before. 
We  have  the  testimony  of  the  President  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  they  perf<»iiied 
them  as  well  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
They  are  capable  of  doing  the  same  again  in  the 
same  way.  I  am  not,  therefore,  prepared  to  aaj 
that,  on  acoount  the  calamity  which  has  be* 
(Ulen  the  eonutty,  the  experiment  has  ftile^ 
and  th^  onght  not  to  be  employed  a  secona 
time.  Ko,  nr;  endi  a  catastrophe  may  not 
occur  again  in  the  coarse  of  a  century.  One 
reason  ascngned  for  it  now  was  the  existence  of 
an  enormous  surplus  in  the  Treasury.  This 
cause  is  not  likely  to  exist  hereafter,  for  every 
man  Is  willing  to  bring  down  our  receipts  to 
the  measure  of  our  wants ;  and  under  that,  as 
a  general  rule,  such  a  catastrophe  might  never 
happen  again.  The  banks  have  abundance  (Mf 
means  to  meet  all  their  engagements.  Such 
being  the  case,  all  that  is  necessary  is,  to  create 
confidence,  to  restore  confidence,  and  tbey  will 
be  fonnd  able  to  perfbtm  all  that  is  reqnired  of 
them.  Let  that  confidence  be  extended  to  th«n 
by  the  Govenunent  in  good  fidtb,  and  let  than 
be  -placed  on  their  former  fboting.  Let  the 
(Government  pursue  a  Systran  which  has  been 
tried,  and  which  we  know  will  prove  e^ctnal, 
instead  of  attempting  an  "  untned  expedient," 
the  disastrous  consequences  of  which  cannot  be 
anticipated,  and  which,  I  ftar,  ima^nation  can 
acarcely  depict. 

This  new  experiment  consists  in  a  "  divorce 
of  bank  and  State."  Ibis  is  a  mere  catch- 
phrase,  which  was  oripnally  introduced  by 
artful  and  designing  politicians  to  impose  upon 
the  credulity  and  honesty  of  the  people.  Uany 
have  adtwted  it  without  reflecting  or  inquiring 
as  to  its  import,  or  its  conseqnenoea.  Rrst  im- 
prearions  are  ftvorable  to  it;  it  anmnHuu  to 
onr  foooDectlon  onr  eaiiy  impressions  of  ■  "  di- 
vorce of  church  and  State."  But  it  is  the  duty 
of  wise  statesmen  and  discreet  politicians  to 
consider  well  the  evils  which  must  follow  the 
adoption  of  any  system  heretofore  untried  and 
of  doubtful  policy,  however  eDi>honions  the 
phrase  may  be  wiaeh  designates  its  chamoter 
before  the  people. 

The  proposition  contdned  in  these  few  catch- 
words, strikes  at  the  very  foundation  of  the 
credit  system  of  the  country.  It  does  not  stop 
vrtth  the  destruction  of  bank  credit,  bat  atran- 
gles^  hi  Its  vithflriDg  grasp,  oommmiil  credit 
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Usa  It  eBtabUshes  a  depreciated  paper  cur- 
rency tcae  the  people,  and  au  appredated  bmcHq 
eammcj  Ibr  toe  inenmbentB  or  offio&  and  for 
Goremment  oontraotora.  It  gives  the  baser 
oorratoy  to  the  master,  and  the  '*  better  car- 
renoy  "  to  the  servant  In  a  GoTemment  like 
ours,  it  is  impossible  long  to  preserve  onr  imti- 
tntions  or  onr  liberties,  if  saoh  distinctions  are 
to  prevail.  It  separates  the  GoTemment  of  the 
people  from  the  people  themselves,  as  if  those 
whom  Uie  people  have  chosen  to  direct  their 
affairs  were  of  a  saperior  order,  or  distinct  class 
in  society,  endowed  with  peooliar  privileges 
beyond  the  rest  of  the  oommimity.  It  has  a 
tendency  to  alienate  the  affeetima  of  the  people 
from  tiie  Government.  They  will  oome  to  con- 
sider it  not  as  a  Government  identified  with 
thor  feelings  and  interests,  bnt  as  something 
ton&fga  to  them.  This  is  not  all.  The  Govern- 
ment itself  will  lose  in  a  measore,  the  idea  of 
dependence  on  the  people.  This  want  of  de- 
pendence is  too  maoh  felt  idready.  Pot  this 
additional  power  into  its  hands,  and  the  identity 
of  interests  which  exists,  or  ong^  to  esist  be- 
tween them,  is  done  away. 

The  Senator  from  North  OaroUna  (Hr. 
Btbanob)  admits  that  the  people  will,  nnder 
tjiis  system,  have  a  depredated  correnoy,  whilst 
the  Government  will  enjoy  the  benefits  of  gold 
and  nlver,  whatever  they  may  be.  Bat  he  ai^ 
they  make  that  oorrenoy  for  themselves — they 
need  not  take  it  except  at  their  own  option. 
1^,  it  ia  the  common  ordinary  cmrency  of  the 
country.  It  has  hitherto  been  good  enongh  for 
the  GoTemment,  for  the  pe(^le,  fcH*  as  all ;  bnt 
now,  by  yonr  own  act,  you  depreciate  it,  and, 
after  making  it  tiie  worse  currency,  yon  leave 
it  to  the  people,  and  take  the  gold  and  silver  to 
yonrselves  1  The  result  is,  th^  yon  ^ve  to  the 
servants  of  the  country  a  kind  of  money  worth 
more  than  the  people's  onrrenoy.  You  isolate 
the  Gktvemment,  so  that  it  becomes  no  longer 
a  part  of  the  people.  Yon  reverse  the  relation  : 
wnioh  has  always  existed  beween  them ;  the 
Government  beoomes  the  master,  and  the  peo- 
ple become  the  servai^  By  ttus  means,  the 
salary  of  every  officer  is  raised  aeroral  per  cent, 
aeoording  as  specie  la  moro  valoalde  tlian  paper ; 
and  this  difference  too,  created  by  your  own 
act  t  Sir,  it  is  a  distinction  which  will  not  be 
tolerated;  and  those  who  ondertake  to  make 
it,  will  find,  in  tiie  end,  that  they  have  pre- 
sumed too  fer  on  the  want  of  intelliguioe,  and 
on  the  suhearvieiiQy  of  the  people  d  this 
country. 

But  the  pr^ect  does  not  stop  here.  It  does 
not  merely  give  to  the  people  a  depreciated 
currency,  but,  by-and-by,  they  will  be  deprived 
of  any  currency  which  will  be  adeqnote  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  great  and  diversified 
interests  of  this  community.  Under  this  sys- 
tem, the  nede  of  the  oountary  wiU  be  drawn 
from  otremation,  and  from  mo  vaolta  of  the 
bonks,  -where  it  la  the  basis  of  drcnlation  and 
(rf  oonfidenoB,  and  deposited  in  these  snb-Treas- 
■ray  ■mai.ta,  ^1  the  oonnti7  Is  left  withottt  a 
Vou  xm.— 25 


BuflBcient  (uroulating  medium  to  titmsaot  its 
ordinary  bnriness.  The  fiirmei^  the  merchant^  . 
the  manufikcturer,  and  the  mechanic,  will  be 
unable  to  command  the  means  to  pursue  thur 
ordinary  avocations,  no  matter  what  their  prop- 
erty may  be.  They  may  be  rich  in  bouses  and 
lands,  in  goods  and  merchandise,  iu  manufac- 
tures and  machinery,  in  materials,  in  tools  and 
implements  of  trade,  nay,  they  may  possess  the 
best  of  bonds  and  mortgages,  and  every  species 
of  stock  which  has  heretofore  been  deemed 
equivalent  to  money,  and  still  they  will  be  un- 
able to  carry  on  their  ordinary  business  for  want 
of  a  circulating  medium  by  which  to  transact  it 
Oredit  is  the  poor  man's  owltal,  as  wefl  as  the 
auxiliary  of  the  rich.  D^mveUmof  this,  and 
his  habita  industiy,  Ids  oharaoter  br  pronty, 
his  good  name  and  reputation  avail  him  noth- 
ing. He  has  no  means  by  which  he  can  r^ 
above  the  ordinan-  ocoup^on  of  a  day  labors. 
With  a  growing  family,  and  tiie  increased  ex- 
pense of  living,  ne  is  doomed  to  algeet  poverty, 
without  the  slishtest  hope  of  ever  jidnme  that 
standing  and  that  condition  in  society  which  a 
" well-r^;ulated  credit  system"  always  hUds 
out  to  the  enterpitdng,  the  honest,  the  indw- 
trioua  portion  of  the  community. 

Sir,  I  was  surprised  to  hear  uie  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  Stsasoi)  condemn  our 
whole  banking  systffln  as  an  utter  absurdity, 
and  which  he  premoted  would  be  kx^ed  apoa 
by  those  who  come  after  us  with  as  much  as- 
tonishment aa  we  look  noon  the  BouUi  Sea  bab- 
ble. In  this  enliiditened  age,  at  this  late  period 
of  our  history,  after  what  we  have  seen  of  the 
effects  of  the  credit  system  upon  the  country, 
with  the  evidenoe  of  onr  own  senses,  and  the 
testimony  of  all  Europe  in  favor  of  it,  I  confess 
my  amazement  at  hearing  such  sentiments  ut- 
tered on  this  floor.  I  have  not  langaage,  con- 
sistent with  the  high  respect  which  I  entertdn 
for  that  honorable  Senator,  (Mr.  Stbanob,)  to 
express  my  astonishment ;  and  I,  therefore,  oaa 
only  say, 

"Tb  Orm^  Tli  pilm  Ormft  I " 

The  tendenOT  of  thia  aaheme  is  to  twiog  fbe 
country,  virtoiuly,  to  aa  exclusive  metalUo  cur- 
rency. Whatever  gentlemen  m^y  s^r  on 
sutject,  this  wild  and  Ti^onary  theory  is  gain- 
ing ground  wiUt  a  colifdn  portion  of  our  popu- 
lation. It  is  propagated  by  reason  of  the  coun- 
tenance whion  it  is  sopposed  to  receive  from 
men  in  b^h  plaeea.  Meetings  have  been  held 
in  New  York  and  elsewhere,  at  which  an  ex- 
clusive metallic  currency  has  been  resolved  on 
as  the  only  true  policy.  All  paper  money  of 
every  description  nas  beoi  repudiated,  aa  con- 
trary to  the  genius  of  our  Government  and  the 
^irit  of  our  Institutions.  In  the  same  resolu- 
tions, men  in  elevated  sti^ons  have  been  ^ 
planded  bv  name  for  maintaining  the  same  doc- 
trines. The  prooeedii^  tsS  saeh  meetixt0  have 
been  respfmded  to  in  terms  of  ai^robotioii, 
tba«by  tadtly  aoqniesctng  in  all  the  princl[des 
set  forth  iu  them^and  thus  ^ving  cnrreiuiy  to- 
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them  with  the  people.  It  is  the  bdief  that 
•  taoh  principles  are  recognized  hj  those  to 
-whose  approval  they  are  submitted,  that  ez<tttes 
the  alarm  and  apprehoQBion  which  perrades  the 
rational  and  thinking  portion  of  the  commnni^. 
It  is  this,  too,  whicn  f^ves  countenance  to  the 
idea  that  the  snb-Trcasnry  scheme  is  intended 
to  bring  about  an  ezdnsive  metallic  onrrencj. 

Gentfemdn  are  very  anzioos,  apparently,  for 
this  divorce,  as  they  are  pleased  to  term  it  I 
wonld  remind  them,  however,  that  whilst  they 
•re  talking  of  a  divbroe,  they  are  getting  up  an 
incestnoQS  nnion  between  members  of  the  same 
ftrnfly — a  marriage  which  is  nnlawftal;  and 
which  I  wotdd  aay  comes  within  the  Levitloal 
d^eea,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  forbidden. 

^ia  union  which  is  now  proposed  is  a  most 
unsafe  and  dangerouB  one.  It  reminds  me  of 
an  anecdote  of  a  cf^tun  of  a  packet  with  whom 
I  was  acquainted,  who  informed  me  that  he 
always  found  it  in^spensably  necessary,  for  the 
safety  of  his  sbip^s  stores, -to  hare  his  cook  and 
his  steward  of  different  famiUes,  and  if  possible 
of  different  colors,  and  if  he  could  get  up  a  fight 
between  them,  It  was  all  the  better ;  for  if  they 
were  connected  together  in  a  common  bond  of 
interest  or  affecti<m,  the  stores  were  to  be 
wasted.  So  here,  I  think  onr  sUves,  the  stores 
(rf  the  ship  of  State,  will  not  be  safe,  if  a  union 
take  place  between  the  OovemmMit  and  tbe 
iraUio  IVeasury,  which  ought  to  be  separated 
In  ^ffbreot  sets  of  hands,  and  those,  too,  antag- 
onist hands. 

The  officers  to  be  onplt^ed  nnder  this  ^a- 
tem,  80  ftr  from  being  anti^fonist  to  the  6ot- 
emment,  are  officers  appointed  by  the  Gorem- 
ment,  entirely  dependent  on  it,  and  who  may 
be  removed  by  its  fiat  at  any  moment  from 
their  offices.  There  is  positive  danger  la  the 
sdieme.  All  the  depocdts  of  the  pnbDo  money, 
all  the  Treasury,  together  with  the  other  Execu- 
tive powers,  wUl  now  be  united  in  the  same 
AmDy,  and  in  the  same  handa  I  see  no  se- 
oority,  bnt  absolute  inseourify,  abedute  danger, 
in  the  pn^osed  aystem.  Bi^  let  na  consider 
the  chances  of  securil7  which  the  system  off^ 
for  the  safety  of  the  public  moneys.  The  Sen- 
ator from  North  Ouolina  tells  us  the  public 
ftmds  will  hardly  fUl  to  be  Baf&  for  if  the 
offloer  Aould  appropriate  them  to  his  own  use, 
he  may  be  hung  up  by  the  neck  until,  to  use 
the  forcible  repetitions  of  that  gentleman,  he  is 
dead,  dead,  dead  I  What  security  is  there  here, 
sir,  when  the  money  is  already  gone!  WUl 
t^e  dead  body  answer  any  of  the  purposes  of 
security  t  Or  does  the  gentleman  really  im- 
agine that  the  penalty  of  death  itself  will  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  defalcation  t  Does  not 
the  expenence  of  all  countries  ahow  that  the 
aeverest  penalties  do  not  operate  as  preTentivea 
<tf  crime  of  any  kin<l  f  we  have  only  to  look 
to  our  own  country  for  illustrations  of  the  bi- 
Bofficiency  and  insecurity  of  the  proposed  sys- 
tem. What,  for  example,  is  thought  to  be  the 
beat  ^tem  for  the  collection  of  the  tolls  on  the 
Kev  Tork  canals.  It  is  the  ^atem  <tf  d^odt  I 


with  the  banks.  The  money  is  rapidly  brought 
into  the  banks,  and  the  least  possible  means  are 
left  in  the  power  of  the  collectors.  The  great 
mass  of  the  funds  collected  are  therefore  always 
on  deposit  in  the  banks,  which  credit  the  Gov- 
ernment with  t^e  amount.  It  is  owing  to  this 
system  of  removing  responsibility  for  such  large 
suras  of  money  from  individuals,  and  reposing 
it  upon  banks,  that  from  the  very  first  period 
of  the  formation  of  the  canals  down  to  the  pres- 
ent moment  the  State  has  not  lost  one  smgl« 
dollar  of  the  canal  f^ds,  though  millions  and 
ndUions  have  beni  ooUeoted.  If  the  system 
were  proposed  in  the  State  LepshitUTe  to  take 
the  penwHial  responnbility  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection,  together  with  security, 
such  as  is  proposed  to  be  done  by  the  present 
scheme,  it  wonld  not  be  able  to  command  a  sin- 
gle vote  I  How  then  can  it  be  here  maint^ned 
by  gentlemen  that  such  an  objectionable  plan, 
rejected  altogether  by  prudent  and  experienced 
l^alators,  is  the  b^  plan,  and  ou^t  to  bo 
a£>pted !  There  is  a  law  now  on  the  statute 
book  that  certain  disbursing  officers  shall  do- 
posit  whatever  public  funds  come  into  their 
hands,  in  tbe  bank  nearest  to  them  nntil  re- 
quired to  be  paid  out.  Whence  comes  the 
Deoeeaty  of  such  a  law?  why  does  the  law 
eziat,  if  penalties  and  securities  make  the 
money  as  safe  as  when  depodted  in  Uie  banks. 

Every-  fact  goes  against  the  system  as  pro- 
posed by  ^is  biU,  and  at  the  same  time  every 
fact  goes  In  &Tor  of  the  system  which  it  is  now 
Bud^nly  proift)3ed  to  east  aadel  Oan  it  bo 
possible  that  gentl^nen  wish  to  expose  the 
Treasury  as  it  will  be  exposed  by  this  scheme  t 
I  do  not  wish  to  disparage  our  public  officers 
or  those  who  may  be  employed  under  this  sys- 
tem. But,  I  look  at  human  nature  as  it  is.  I 
look  at  the  temptations  to  which  they  are  ex- 
posed. The  confidence  of  individuals  in  their 
own  integrity  may  be  unbounded,  and  they 
wUl  never  suspect  it  till  put  to  the  test  of  such 
temptations  as  will  be  presented  under  this  ns- 
tem.  I  mean  no  nnneeessary  or  imwoper  dia- 
paragement  when  I  say,  I  have  no  laitfa  in  tbe 
safety  of  the  public  mimey  if  this  scheme  goes 
into  operation.  There  is  danger  in  every  stage 
of  it  And  no  opportunity  will  pass  unim- 
proved  where  the  temptation  is  suffiidently  pre- 
sented.  There  is  no  safety  in  it 

"  Too  mur  m  wdl  uptttA  oat  ttw  antotin'd  ha^i 
Of  mlMTs  treosore  by  u  oaUaWt  dan, 
And  ten  BM  It  la  vA,  u  bid  ma  hope 
Duger  wjll  wink  on  opportnalty. 

Ur.  Bbhton  rose  to  offer  the  aid  of  his  voice 
in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  in  favor  of  tbe 
bill  to  which  it  was  proposed  to  be  attached. 
He  considered  the  amendment  and  the  bill  as 
one  measure^  indlssdnUy  connected  in  their 
nature;  and  that  the  bUl  would  bo  <rf  little 
value,  iinleBS  the  amendment  was  made.  There 
mi|^t  have  beok  stmie  diflferenoe  of  opinion  as 
to  the  time  and  mode  of  adopting  the  provi- 
sions eontiuned  in  the  amendment — whether  it 
should  be  done  at  this  aeesion,  or  at  the  next ; 
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aoA  whether  it  should  he  effected  bran  amend- 
atory olanae,  or  by  s  separate  bill.  Tlere  might 
have  been  room  for  difference  of  opinion  on 
these  points  a  few  days  ago;  but,  since  the 
amendment  is  offered,  and  opposed,  it  must  be 
oarried  or  the  bill  itaelf  conjndered  as  lost. 

The  bill  is  to  divorce  the  Government  from 
the  banks,  or  rather  is  to  dedare  the  divorce, 
for  the  separation  has  already  taken  place  by 
the  operation  of  law  and  by  the  delinquency  of 
the  banks.  The  bill  is  to  declare  the  divorce ; 
the  amendment  is  to  exclade  their  notes  from 
revenne  payments,  not  all  at  once,  bat  grad- 
ually, and  to  be  accomplished  1^  ^e  1st  day 
of  January,  1841.  TTnm  tiien  the  notes  of  ^w- 
oie'paying  banks  may  be  ftoeived,  diminishmg 
oue-fburth  annaally ;  and  after  that  day,  all  pay- 
menta  to  and  from  the  Federal  Government  are 
to  be  made  in  bard  money.  Until  that  day, 
payments  from  the  United  States  will  be  gov- 
erned by  existing  laws.  The  amendment  does 
not  affect  the  Office  Department  until  Jan- 
uary, 1841 ;  until  then,  tlie  fiscal  operations  of 
that  department  remain  nader  the  present  laws ; 
after  that  day  they  &11  under  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  all  payments  to  and  from  that  de- 
partment will  be  made  in  hard  money.  The 
effect  of  the  whole  amendment  will  be  to  re- 
store the  onrrenciy  of  the  oonstitation  to>  the 
Federal  Government — to  re-establish  the  great 
acts  of  1789  and  of  1800— declaring  Uiat  the 
revenues  riKmld  be  o(^ected  in  gold  and  silver 
coin  only ;  those  early  statates  which  were  en- 
acted by  the  hard  money  men  who  made  the 
cwRlitatioa,  who  bad  seen  and  felt  the  evils  ot 
that  paper  money,  and  intended  to  guard  adjust 
those  evils  in  fbtnre  by  creating,  not  a  paper, 
bnt  a  hard  money  Government 

I  am  for  this  restoration.  I  am  for  restoring 
to  the  Federal  Treasury  the  currency  of  the 
constitution.  I  am  for  carrying  back  uiis  Gov- 
ernment to  the  solidity  projeoted  by  its  found- 
ers. This  is  a  g;reat  object  in  itaelf— a  r^orm 
of  the  first  m^mtude — a  reformation  with  heal- 
ing on  its  wiDfjs,  bringing  safety  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  bleesings  to  the  people.  The  onrroncy 
is  a  thing  vfaioh  reaches  eveiy  individiuil  and 
erery  insatntion. 

Great  are  the  evils,  polldoal,  pecuniary,  and 
moral,  which  have  flowed  from  tiiis  de^utnre 
fhim  our  constitution.  Tfaroagb  the  federal 
GoTomment  alone — throagh  it,  not  by  it — ^two 
milliona  and  a  half  of  money  have  been  lost  in 
the  last  four  months.  Thirty-two  millions  of 
pablio  money  was  the  amount  in  the  deposit 
banks  when  they  stopped  payment ;  of  this  som 
twenty-five  millions  have  been  paid  over  to 
Government  creditors,  or  transferred  to  the 
States.  But  how  piud,  fuid  how  transferred  I 
la  whatt  In  real  money,  or  its  equivalent) 
Kot  at  an  I  Bnt  in  the  nc^  of  suspended 
bai^cs-— in  notes  depreciated,  on  an  avenue,  ten 
per  oent.  Hare  then  were  two  and  a  half  mil- 
Uons  lost  Who  bore  the  losst  The  pablio 
creditors  and  the  States.  "Who  g^ed  itt  for 
vhere  there  Is  a  loss  to  <me^  there  must  be  a 
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gain  to  another.  "Who  gained  the  two  and  a  ' 
half  millioaa,  thns  sank  ap(Hi  the  hands  of  the 
creditors  imd  the  States  t  The  banks  were  the 
guners;  they  gained  it;  the  puUic  creditors 
and  the  States  lost  it ;  and  to  the  creditors  it 
was  a  forced  loss.  It  is  in  vun  to  say  that  they 
consented  to  take  it.  They  had  no  alternative. 
It  was  that  or  nothing.  The  banks-  forced  it 
upon  the  Government ;  the  Government  forced 
it  upon  the  creditor.  Consent  was  out  of  the 
question.  Power  ruled,  and  that  power  was  in 
the  banks ;  and  they  gdned  the  two  and  a  half 
millions  which  the  States  and  the  puMio  cred- 
itors lost 

The  Senator  from  New  York,  Tall^ 
UADOB,)  who  had  Jnst  qxdcen  with  so  macih 
ability,  and  who  is  oppMed  iKtth  to  tins  bill 
and  tiiia  amendment,  has  predicted  an  argu- 
ment in  fkvor  of  the  local  banks  on  account  of 
the  small  amount  ot  the  public  money  which 
has  been  lost  in  their  hands ;  bat  here  is  two 
and  a  half  millions  in  a  angle  operation,  and 
without  going  back  to  the  period  of  bank  stop- 
pages in  1819  and  1814.  He  confines  himself 
to  direct  losses,  bat  that  is  a  most  imp«rfeet 
view  of  the  qaestion.  The  fiiU  view  embraces, 
beudes  direct  losses,  all  that  are  incidental  to 
the  USB  of  depreciated  papier  money ;  increased 
prices— disappointed  operations  by  sea  and  land 
ID  time  of  war — and  embarrassed  operations  in 
timeofpeaoe;  per  centoms  shaved  off  at  eveiT 
step;  the  ignorant,  the  helpless,  the  neossai- 
toiu,  imposed  vptm;  and  one  vast  soene  of 
pushing  off  bad  paper  on  each  other  exhibited 
all  over  the  conntiy. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  estimate  the  moneyed 
losses,  direct  or  indirect,  to  the  Government 
alone,  from  the  use  of  local  bank  notes,  in  the  , 
last  twenty-five  years,  inolnding  the  war,  and 
covering  three  general  snspensifms.  Leaving 
the  people  ont  of  view,  as  a  field  of  losses  be- 
yond caicnlation,  I  confine  myself  to  the  Fed- 
eral  Government,  and  say,  its  losses  have  been 
enormous,  prodigious,  and  inoaloalable.  We 
have  had  three  general  Htwpages  of  the  local 
banla  in  the  shtnt  space  m  twenfy-two  yean. 
It  is  at  the  average  rate  cf  one  in  aeven  years ; 
and  who  is  to  gaaranty  as  from  another,  ana 
from  the  consequent  losses,  If  we  continue  to 
receive  their  bills  in  paymisnt  of  pnUio  dues. 
Another  stoppage  must  come,  and  thi^  reason- 
ing from  all  analogies,  in  less  than  seven  years 
after  the  resomption.  Many  most  perish  in  the 
attempt  to  resome,  aod  would  do  better  to  wind 
up  at  once,  without  attempting  to  go  on,  with- 
out adequate  means,  and  against  appalling  ot>- 
Btacles.  Another  revnlsion  most  come.  Thus 
it  was  after  the  last  resomption.  The  banks 
recommenced  payments  in  1817 — in  two  years, 
the  failurea  were  more  disastrous  than  ever. 
Thus  it  was  in  England  after  the  long  saqten- 
sion  ^  twenty-six  years.  Faymeota  reoomr 
menoed  in  IffiiS— in  1635  the  most  desdating 
crash  of  banks  took  place  which  had  ever  been 
known  in  the  kiogdom,  althoaidi  the  bank  of 
England  had  imported,  In  less  ^ao  four  yeara^ 
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twenty  millifflu  sterling  in  gold,  abont  oae  hun- 
dred millioiu  of  doUan,  to  recommenoe  upon. 
Its  effects  reached  tUa  country,  crashed  -Ihe 
cotton  honses  in  New  Orleans,  depressed  the 
mmey  market,  and  iqjnred  all  banneas.  Why 
vas  this?  Vlaj  was  it  that,  within  two  years 
after  restunplion,  both  in  Enghmd  and  ia  oar 
America,  these  disastroas  revnlsions  ensned? 
Loss  of  confidence  was  the  caose ;  and  that  lews 
rosulting,  not  irom  the  act  of  Government,  hut 
from  the  condnot  of  the  banks  themselves.  The 
bonks  had  fuled,  and,  therefore,  could  fiul.  The 
pet^le  had  seen  them  fail,  and,  therefore,  they 
feared  they  might  do  so  agun.  There  was  no 
conSdenco  in  them ;  no  more  than  the  ooach- 
uuui  places  in  the  balking  horse  when  he  comes 
to  the  hllL  The  gentleman  from  Y  irgpida  (Mr. 
BiTxa)  wishes  the  QoTemment  to  do  somafliing 
to  reanimate  confidence  in  these  banks,  OonM 
a  law  of  OoDgress  in^^  confidence  into  his 
coachman,  and  give  bim  faith  in  the  balking 
horse  ?  No  more  can  it  be  done  in  relation  to 
these  banks.  They  have  stopped,  oniversaUy 
and  simultaneoosly,  in  a  season  of  profound 
peace  and  general  prosperity — so  war,  no  pes- 
tilence, no  fiunine — with  four  times  as  mnch 
specie  in  the  country  as  ever  was  in  it  before ; 
and  this  stoppage  has  killed  confidence.  It  is 
dead  by  the  act  of  the  banks,  and  cannot  be 
legislated  into  existence  ag^  by  act  of  Oon- 
gress.  Confidence  is  a  pluit  of  voluntary  and 
not  of  fiwoed  existence.  It  is  said  an  emi- 
nent man  to  be  a  plant  of  dow  growth.  We 
all  know  it  to  be  so :  and  we  kiiow,  besides, 
that  when  this  plant  is  once  pulled  up  by  the 
roots,  it  rarely  takes  root  again  in  the  same 
place. 

The  Senators  from  New  York  and  Yirginia 
(Messrs.  Tazuubob  and  Rives)  push  this  point 
of  confidence  a  little  frirther;  they  address  a 
question  to  me,  and  ask  if  I  would  lose  confi- 
dence in  all  steamboats,  and  have  them  all  dis- 
carded, if  one  or  two  blew  up  In  the  Missis- 
sippi ?  I  answer  Ihe  question  in  all  franknras, 
and  say,  that  I  should  not.  But  i^  instead  of 
one  or  two  in  the  Misnssippi,  all  the  steam- 
boats in  the  Union  duiuld  blow  up  at  once — in 
every  creek,  river,  and  bay— while  all  the  pas- 
sengers were  deming  in  confidence,  and  the 
^ots  crying  out  all  is  well ;  if  the  whole  dionld 
blow  up  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the 
other  jnst  as  fast  as  they  could  hear  each  other's 
explosions;  then,  indeed,  I  should  lose  confi- 
dence in  them,  and  never  agfdn  trust  wife,  or 
child,  or  my  own  foot,  or  any  thing  not  intended 
for  destxuotion,  <m  board  such  ^rmpathetic  and 
contagious  en^es  of  death,  I  answer  farther, 
and  tell  the  gentlemen,  that  if  only  one  or  two 
banks  had  stopped  last  May  in  New  York,  I 
should  not  have  lost  all  confideoice  In  the  re- 
maining nine  hundred  and  ninoty-nine;  but 
when  the  whole  thousand  stopped  at  once; 
tombled  down  togethei^fell  in  a  lump— lie 
there— and  when  one  of  th^  number,  by  a 
dgn  with  the  UtOe  floger,  can  make  the  whole 
tie  still,  fluBi,  indeed,  ooDtUtoDoe  1b  gone  I  And 
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this  is  the  case  with  the  banks.  They  have  not 
<mty  stopped  altogether,  bnt  in  a  season  of  pro- 
found peace,  with  eighty  milUoms  of  spe^  in. 
the  country,  and  just  after  the  annual  ezanina- 
tions  by  commissioners  and  legislative  commit- 
tees, and  when  all  was  reported  well.  With 
eighty  millions  in  the  country,  tbey  stop  even 
for  change  t  It  did  not  take  a  national  calamity 
— a  war  to  stop  thorn  I  They  feU  in  time  of 
peace  and  prosperity  I  We  read  of  people  in 
the  West  Indies,  and  in  South  America,  who 
rebuild  their  cities  on  the  same  spot  where 
earthquakes  had  overthrown  them ;  we  are  as- 
tonished at  their  fatuity ;  we  wonder  that  they 
will  build  again  on  the  same  perilous  foondit- 
taons.  But  tnese  people  have  a  reason  {or  thnr 
conduct;  it  is,  that  their  dtles  are  only  de< 
Btroyed  by  wutqnakes ;  it  takes  an  earthquake 
to  destcny  them ;  and  when  thoe  is  no  earth- 
quake, they  are  safe.  But  ea[>poee  iiuSr  dties 
iell  down  without  any  eommoti<Hi  in  the  earth, 
or  the  air^fell  in  a  season  of  perfect  calm  and 
serenity — and  after  that  the  survivors  should 
go  to  building  again  in  the  sune  place ;  would 
not  all  the  world  say  that  they  were  demented, 
and  were  doomed  to  destruction  ?  Bo  of  the 
Qovemment  of  the  Unit«d  States  by  these 
banks.  If  it  continues  to  use  them,  and  to  re- 
ceive their  notes  for  revenue,  after  what  has 
bi^pened,  and  in  the  fece  of  what  noi^r  exisbi, 
it  argues  fatuity  and  a  doom  to  destruotjon. 

BMume  when  they  will,  w  wh«i  they  shall, 
and  the  loi^cer  it  is  cuHi^ed  the  wwse  for  them- 
selTeS|  the  epoch  of  resumption  is  to  be  a  pnil- 
ons  ends  to  many.  This  stopping  and  resuming 
by  banks  is  the  realization  (n  the  poetical  de- 
scription of  the  descent  into  hell,  and  the  return 
from  it  Mieilit  dmama  Attemi—ted  mo- 
care  gradum — Aoe  oput,  Ate  labor  eft.  £asy  is 
the  descent  into  the  r^ons  below,  but  to  re- 
turn !  this  is  work,  this  is  labor  indeed  1  Our  • 
banks  have  made  the  deeeent ;  they  have  gone 
down  with  ease ;  but  to  return — to  ascend  the 
m^ed  steps,  and  b<dioId  again  the  li^t  above 
— ^how  many  will  falter  and  £&I1  back  again  into 
thej^oomy  refpons  bdow  1 

The  day  of  resumption  will  be  a  dor  of  peril, 
and  of  death,  to  many.  It  is  a  penalty  which 
their  eztracn^ary  8t<^>page  has  impoBed. 
Many  must  fiul  in  the  trid ;  probably  a  new 
panic  and  pressure  take  place ;  and  those  who 
must  attribute  every  calamity  to  Hm  nusmle, 
the  ignorance,  and  the  nuwovenunent  <tf  the 
repuuican  party,  had  as  weUbe  preparing  thdr 
aconsations  in  advance;  for  the  omtiogency 
will  come,  and  a  cause  for  it  must  be  found  in 
the  misconduct  of  the  Govemmoit.  Let  them 
prophetize  in  advance,  and  show  their  capacity 
for  politiod  divination  by  vaticinating  before- 
hand, and  exhibiting  now  a  political  cause  for 
an  event  to  arise  hereafter  out  of  the  natural 
progress  of  banking. 

Banks  of  drcolatira  are  banks  of  hazard  and 
of  failure.  It  is  an  inotdent  of  thdr  natnrek 
Those  without  circulation  rarely  fail  That  of 
Ycidoe  has  stood  seven  hundred  years;  those 
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<hF  Hambai:^,  Amsterdam,  and  others,  have  stood 
for  offlitnries.  The  Bank  of  Englaiid,  the  great 
mother  of  banks  of  drcnlation,  besides  an  actual 
stoppage  of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  has  had  her 
crisis  and  ooavulsion  In  average  periods  of  seven 
or  eight  years,  for  the  last  half  century — in  1788, 
'93,  ^n,  1814^  '19,  '26,  '86— and  has  only  been 
saved  from  repeated  fulore  by  the  powerfol 
Bopport  of  tiie  Britteh  Goremnmit,  and  profiue 
sappliea  of  exohequer  bills.  Hot  nnmeroos  prog* 
607  of  ^vate  and  Joint  atook  banks  of  drca- 
latioa  have  had  the  same  oonvolidona:  and,  not 
being  supported  by  the  Government,  have  sunk 
by  hundreds  at  a  time.  All  the  banks  of  the 
United  States  are  banks  of  circulation ;  they 
are  ali  subject  to  the  inherent  dangers  of  that 
olass  of  bfuks,  and  are,  besides,  su^ect  to  new- 
dangers  peculiar  to  tJiemselves.  From  the 
quantity  of  their  stock  held  by  foreigner^  the 
quantity  of  other  stocks  in  thdr  hands,  and  the 
current  foreign  balance  ag^nst  the  United 
States,  oar  paper  system  has  become  an  ^>pend- 
age  to  that  of  Iki^nd.  As  snoti,  it  suffers 
mHB  nmpathy  irhea  the  Enfljish  system  nf- 
fbrs.  In  addition  to  this,  a  nev  do<^ne  is 
now  broached— that  our  first  doty  is  to  fbrei^- 
«s  I  andf  upon  this  principle,  whoi  the  bamcs 
<tf  the  two  countries  are  in  peril,  onrs  are  to  be 
laerifloed  to  save  those  of  ^igland  1 

The  power  of  a  few  banks  over  the  whole 
presents  a  new  feature  of  danger  in  our  system. 
It  consolidates  the  t>uiks  of  the  whole  Union 
into  one  mass,  and  subjects  them  to  one  fate, 
and  that  fate  to  be  decided  by  a  few,  without 
even  the  knowledge  of  the  rest.  An  unknown 
divan  of  bankers  sends  forth  an  edict  which 
sweeps  over  tiie  empire,  crosses  the  lines  of  • 
States  witii  the  &uiuty  of  a  Turkish  firman, 
prostrating  ali  State  institutions,  breaking  np 
all  engagements,  and  levelling  all  law  before  it. 
This  is  cons(didati<n  of  a  Und  wUoh  the  genius 
of  Patrick  Houy  had  not  even  oonc^ved.  But 
while  this  firman  is  thus  potent  and  irresistible 
for  prostration,  it  is  impotent  and  powerless  for 
resturection.  It  goes  out  in  vain^  bidding  the 
prostrate  banks  to  rise.  A  veto  power  mter- 
venes.  One  voice  is  sufficient  to  keep  all  down ; 
and  thus  we  have  seen  one  word  from  Philadd- 
phia  annihilate  the  Kew  York  pn^xnition  for 
resumption,  and  condemn  the  many  solvent 
banks  to  the  continuation  of  a  condition  as 
mortifying  to  thdr  feeUngs  as  it  is  iqjarioaa  to 
tiieir  f Qtore  interests, 

Bnt  what  ezonae^  what  apology,  what  Jostifi- 
ootion  have  we  fat  mrrenderiDg,  abonoooing, 
and  loting  the  precise  advantage  for  which  w 
present  constitation  was  Jimned?  What  was 
that  advantage — what  the  leading  and  govern- 
ing object  whidi  led  to  the  al»ndonment  of  the 
old  ccNofederation,  and  induced  tiie  adopticm  of 
the  present  form  of  Govemmenti  It  was  rev- 
enue 1  independent  revenue  I  a  revenue  under 
the  absolute  conlrcA  of  this  Government,  and 
free  from  the  action  of  the  States.^  This  was 
the  motive,  the  leading  and  govemiag  motive, 
which  led  to  the  fonn^im  ofthis  GoTomment. 


The  reason  was,  tiiat  the  old  confederation, 
being  dependent  upon  the  States,  was  often  left 
without  money.  Ibis  state  of  being  was  In- 
compatible  with  its  existence;  it  deprived  it 
of  all  power ;  its  imbecility  was  a  proverb.  To 
extricate  it  from  that  condition  was  the  design, 
and  the  cardinal  design  of  the  new  constitution. 
An  indepeud^  revalue  was  ^ven  to  it— inde- 
pendwt  even  of  the  States.  Is  It  not  suicidal 
to  Borreoder  that  in^pendence,  and  to  snrren- 
der  it,  not  to  States,  bat  to  money  corporations  t 
What  does  history  record  of  tlte  penury  and 
moneyed  destitntion  of  the  old  confederation, 
comparable  to  the  annihilation  of  the  revenues 
of  this  Government  in  Hay  last,  when  the  banks 
shut  down,  in  one  night,  upon  a  revenue  in  hand 
of  tiirty-two  millions ;  even  upon  that  which 
'was  in  the  names  of  disbursing  officers,  and 
refuse  a  nine-pence  or  a  picailloD  in  money 
from  that  day  to  this  ?  WhaE  is  there  in  the 
history  of  the  old  confederation  comparable  to 
this  ?  The  old  confederation  was  often  reduced 
low— often  near  empty  handed — but  never  saw 
itself  stripped  In  an  instant,  as  if  by  enchant- 
ment, of  tens  of  milUms,  ana  beard  the  shout 
of  triunq>h  thundered  over  its  head,  and  the 
notes  o(  exultation  sung  over  Its  supposed  de- 
struction t  Tet^  tUs  is  what  we  have  seen — 
what  we  now  see — ^from  having  surrendered  to 
corporations  our  moneyed  independence,  and 
unwisely  abandoned  the  precise  advantage 
which  led  to  the  formation  of  this  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. 

^  I  do  not  go  into  the  moral  view  of  this  ques- 
tion. It  la  too  obvious,  too  impressive,  too 
grave,  to  escape  the  observation  of  any  one. 
Demor^izatiou  follows  in  the  trun  of  an  un- 
convertible paper  money.  The  whole  com- 
munity becomes  exposed  to  a  moral  pestikiwe. 
Every  individnal  becomes  the  victim  of  some 
impodtiioi,  andf  to  self-defence,  imposes  npon 
some  one  else.  The  weak,  the  i^orant,  the 
uninformed,  the  necessitous,  are  the  sufferers ; 
the  crafty  and  the  opulent  are  the  gainers. 
The  evil  augments  until  the  moral  sense  of  the 
commniuty,  revolting  at  the  frightful  accumu- 
lation of  fraud  and  misery,  applies  the  radical 
remedy  of  total  reform. 

Thus,  pecuniary,  political,  and  moral  consid- 
erations require  the  Government  to  retrace  its 
steps,  to  return  to  first  principles,  and  to  restore 
its  fiscal  action  to  the  safe  and  solid  path  of  the 
oonstitntion.  Befonn  is  demanded.  It  is  called 
for  1^  every  public  and  by  every  private  oon- 
ndoation,  Kow  Is  the  time  to  moke  it  The 
oonnectton  between  bank  and  State  is  actnally 
disserved.  It  is  dissolved  by  operation  <^  law, 
and  by  the  delinquency  of  these  institutions. 
They  have  forfeited  the  right  to  tiie  deposits, 
and  lost  the  privily  of  paying  the  revenue  in 
their  notes,  by  cea^g  to  pay  specie.  The  Gov- 
ernment is  now  ^ing  on  without  them,  and  all 
that  is  wanting  is  the  appropriate  legislation  to 
perpetaate  the  divorce  whicn,  in  point  of  fact, 
has  already  taken  place.  Now  is  the  time  to 
act ;  this  tlie  moment  to  restore  the  constita- 
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tkmal  coirency  to  the  Federal  GoTemment ;  to 
restore  the  oostody  of  the  puhlio  moaeji  to 
national  keepers ;  and  to  avoid,  in  time  to  c<nne, 
the  calamitous  revulsions  and  perilons  catas- 
trophes of  1614^  1816,  and  1887. 

And  what  is  the  obstacle  to  the  adoption  of 
this  course,  bo  imperiously  demanded  hy  the 
safetT  of  the  republic,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  and  so  earnestly  recommended  to  us  by 
the  Chief  Ka^strato  f  What  is  the  obstacle 
what  the  power  that  coantervails  the  Exeou- 
Ure  reotmunendatioii,  paralyzes  the  action  of 
Ocmgraas,  and  stays  the  inarch  of  reform?  Ihe 
banks— the  banks— the  banJca,  are  this  olwtacle, 
and  this  power.  They  set  up  the  pretension  to 
force  their  paper  into  the  Federal  Treasury,  and 
to  force  themselvea  to  be  constituted  that  Treas- 
ury. Thongh  now  bankrupt^  their  paper  dis- 
honored, their  doors  closed  against  creditors, 
everr  public  and  every  private  obligation  vio- 
Iate4  still  they  arrc^te  a  supremacy  over  this 
Federal  Government ;  they  demand  the  |fuard- 
ianship  of  the  public  moneys,  and  the  privilege 
of  ftimishing  a  Federal  currency ;  and,  though 
too  weak  to  pay  their  debts,  they  are  strong 
enoQ^  to  throttle  this  Qovemment,  and  to 
hold,  in  donbtfU  suspense,  the  issue  of  their 
vast  pretensions. 

And  what  new  poww  is  this,  so  formidable 
and  so  daring,  and  the  name  of  which  is  not 
seen  in  our  constitution  ? 

Whence  its  origin,  its  progress,'  and  its  pres- 
ent pretensionB  ?  Sir,  its  origin  is  humble ;  its 
first  progress  slow ;  its  vast  pretensions  of  re- 
cent date.  In  the  year  1780,  the  first  petition 
was  presented  to  the  Congress  of  the  confedera- 
tion for  the  establishment  of  a  bank ;  ten  years 
afterwards  there  were  but  three  in  the  country ; 
in  twenty  years  more,  there  were  only  a  few 
dozen ;  now  nearly  a  t^iousand,  and  constantly 
moltiplying.  The  first  petition  was  bottomed 
solely  upon  patriotism,  without  the  least  design 
of  pecnnlary  advantage  to  the  projectors,  and 
intended  whcdly  to  ^d  in  fnmidiing  supplies  to 
a  detachment  of  the  revolutionary  army.  I 
will  read  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Con- 
gress upon  that  petition,  that  the  Senate  may 
see  the  pn^^ress  whioh  banks  have  made  siaoe 
that  day,  and  the  change  whidi  has  ^nce  ti^en 
I^ace  in  th^  charaoter  and  i^m. 

OomaiBi  or  the  CosrsDiRAxtmi,  Jane  SS,  1780. 
Report  of  a  commiUM. 
"  Whereas,  a  number  of  the  patriotio  dtizens  of 
Peimsylvuiia  have  oommuniosted  to  Ccmgresa  a, 
liberal  offer,  on  tbdr  own  credit,  and  by  their  own 
exertions,  to  supply  and  tranqrart  three  millioDS  of 
tfttions,  And  three  hondred  hogsheads  of  rum,  for  tke 
use  of  the  army,  and  have  established  a  bank  for  the 
B^e  poipose  of  obtaining  and  transportiog  the  said 
aoppfles  with  the  greater  hcS&tj  and  diepatch ;  and 
whereas,  on  tbe  one  Itsnd.  the  associaton,  animated 
to  tfak  laudaUe  exerdtm  by  a  desire  to  i^ere  the 
pnblio  necesddes,  mean  not  to  derive  from  it  the 
least  pecuniary  advantage,  bo,  on  the  other,  it  is  just 
and  reasonable  Ihai  they  should  be  f\iily  reimbursed 
and  indemniged ;  S^en/nvt  retohtdiTbai  Cwtfftm 
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entotain  s  high  sense  of  the  liberal  off^  of  tfaa  add 
associators  to  raise  and  traooport  the  before-men- 
tioned suppUee  for  the  army,  and  do  acoept  tiie  same 
as  a  distinguished  proof  of  their  patriotism.  £f 
»oived,further.  That  the  faith  of  the  Ui^ted  Sta^ 
tie,  and  the  same  hereby!^  pledged  to  the  subscribers 
to  the  said  bank,  for  thdr  effoctnal  idmhorMaeDt  in 
the  premises." 

Such  is  the  recent  and  humble  orinn  (tf 
banking  in  this  countrr.   How  gigantic  has 
been  its  progress  siooe  wat  dty  I  It  Is  now  the 
predominating  power  in  onr  .^nwica.  Great 
as  it  now  in,  what  must  it  he  in  a  few  years 
more,  if  it  continues  growing  and  expanding  at 
the  same  rate?    What  must  it  be  in  afew 
years,  if  it  succeeds  now  in  this  contest  wUii 
the  Federal  Government,  and'imposes  its  yvptsr 
cnrrency  upon  the  Federal  Treasury,  and  con- 
tinues to  be  the  keeper  of  the  pnblio  moneys  t 
The  administration  is  accused  of  making  war 
upcm.  the  local  hanks.  Was  it  war  tos^ve  them 
forty  ndUions  of  money  to  keep  ?   Was  it  war 
to  receive  their  notes  in  payment  of  revenue  I 
Is  it  war  now  to  give  them  time  for  tiie  pay- 
ment of  balances?    Is  it  war  npon  them  to 
ask  to  be  B^arated  frmn  them  ?   Is  divorce 
w^?  Is  it  war  to  decline  receiving  their  paper 
prraniBes  instead  of  the  gold  and  aQver  «  the 
oonstitotion,  and  to  deoHne  the  farther  dqrarfts 
of  pnblio  money  with  th«nt  Ta  it  war?  Ko^ 
sir,  it  is  peace,  and  the  means  of  presuring 
peace.  It  is  concord  and  aml^  that  this  Gov- 
emment  wants,  and  is  takhig  the  safest  w^  to 
secure,  by  declining  to  have  any  more  canses 
of  collision  with  them.   It  is  the  local  haoka. 
and  especially  the  miscalled  Bank  of  tiie  United 
States,  which  are  pursuing  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, refusing  to  let  her  alone,  ofiforing  their 
notes  for  currency,  and  their  vaults  fcx  depos- 
itoriM,  and  laboring  to  foroe  these  fkvors  npon 
us.  This  Is  the  state    the  contest.  Thelooa! 
banks  are  the  aotora,  the  pnrsoen,  the  aasiil- 
ants;  the  Federal  Government  la  on  the  defonoe. 
All  she  asks  is  to  be  exempted  from  tiie  fiitare 
canses  of  collision  with  them.  They  have  in- 
curred the  penalties  of  separation.  They  have 
incurred  the  peoudties.   The  Terr  act  whiiA 
created  them  depontories,  and  mad  e  their  notes 
receivable,  denounced  the  loss  of  both  in  the 
event  of  fedling  to  meet  their  liabiHtiesin  q>ecie. 
That  act  is  but  Uttie  more  than  one  year  <dd ; 
it  was  not  a  year  old  when  the  conditim  was 
violated,  and  which  remains  yet  violated.  Sep- 
aration has  resulted  from  their  own  condnct ; 
separation  now  exists ;  cause  for  separation  still 
continues ;  the  Government  says,  let  it  be  per- 
petual ;  the  banks  aay  no  1   Beceive  us  again ; 
receive  us  befinv  we  refcnm,  b^ire  we  repent, 
before  we  make  amends ;  and  If  you  do  not,  it 
iswaruponus.  This  is  tiie  state  of  the  contest 
between  the  Government  and  the  banks.  It  is 
attack,  or  at  all  events,  fiordble  unbrace  and 
coi^anctioa  on  their  part;  ft  is  defenoe  and 
refusal  on  ours. 

The  President,  in  his  Ifeassge,  recommends 
four  things :  first,  to  disoMitiinie  the  reception 
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<d  local  baak  paper  in  payment  of  federal  dues ; 
aeoondl^,  to  duconUnne  the  same  banks  as  dft< 
podtones  of  the  public  moneys;  thirdly, -to 
ma^e  Uie  fotore  collection  and  disDnrsement  of 
the  public  moneys  in  void  and  ^ver ;  fourthly, 
to  take  the  keeping  of  the  public  moneys  into 
the  lumds  of  oar  own.  officers. 

What  is  there  in  this  but  a  return  to  the 
Tords  and  meaning  of  the  constitution,  and  a 
conformity  to  the  practice  of  the  Goremment 
in  the  first  years  of  President  WashiDgton's  ad- 
nuntstradon  ?  When  this  Federal  Government 
was  first  formed,  there  was  no  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  no  local  banks,  except 
three  north  of  the  Potomac.  By  the  act 
tji  1789,  the  revenues  were  directed  to  be  col- 
lected in  "  gold  and  silver  coin  only ; "  and  it 
was  usually  drawn  out  of  the  hands  of  col- 
lectors hj  dr^  drawn  npm  them,  payable 
at  dffht.  It  was  a  most  efifeotnal  way  of 
drawmg  money  out  of  their  hands ;  far  more 
so  than  an*  order  to  deposit  in  banks :  for  the 
^bea&a  most  be  pnd,  w  protected,  at  lipit,  while 
the  order  to  deposit  nuy  be  eluded  nnoer  to- 
rious  pretozta. 

The  rights  and  the  obligation  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  keep  its  own  moneys  in  ite  own  hands, 
results  from  first  prind{de8,  and  from  the  great 
law  of  self-preservation.  Every  thing  else  that 
belongs  to  her,  she  keeps  herself;  and  why  not 
keep  that  also,  withont  which  every  thing  else 
is  nothins  Arms  and  ships — ^provinons,  moni- 
tions, and  supplies  of  every  kmd^^ve  kept  in 
the  hands  of  Government  omoera;  mtmeyuthe 
ainew  of  war,  and  why  leave  this  rinew  exposed 
to  be  cut  by  any  careless  or  faitUess  nandt 
Mon^  is  the  support  and  existence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment^ the  breath  of  its  nostrils,  and  why 
leave  this  support,  this  breath,  to  the  costody 
of  those  over  whom  we  have  no  control !  How 
absurd  to  place  our  ships,  our  arms,  our  mili- 
tary and  naval  supplies  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  could  refuse  to  deliver  them  when  re- 
quested, and  put  the  Government  to  a  suit  at 
law  to  recover  their  possession  ?  Everybody 
sees  the  absurdity  of  this ;  but  to  place  our 
money  in  the  same  condition,  and  moreover  to 
subject  it  to  the  vidsntodes  <tf  trade,  and  the 
perils  of  bonking.  Is  slill  more  ahanrd;  fiv  it  is 
the  life  blood,  vitiunit  which  the  Govemm^ 
cannot  live— the  oil,  withont  whidi  no  part  of 
tts  machinery  can  move. 

England,  with  all  ha  banks,  trusts  none  of 
them  with  the  coUeetion,  keeping,  and  disburse- 
ment of  her  public  moneys.  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land is  paid  a  i^>ecific  sum  to  manage  the  pablTc 
debt ;  but  the  revenue  is  collected  and  disbursed 
through  snbordiuate  collectors  uid  receivers 
general;  and  these  reoeivers  general  are  not 
Siabject  to  the  bankrupt  laws,  because  the  Gov- 
ernment will  not  suffer  its  revenue  to  be  oper- 
ated upon  by  any  law  except  its  own  will.  In 
France,  sabordinate  ooUeetors  and  reoeivers 
general  collect,  keep,  and  disburse  the  public 
moneys.  If  they  deposit  any  thing  In  banks,  it 
la  nt  their  own  risk.  It  is  the  same  thing  in 


England.  A  bank  deposit  by  an  officer  is  at 
the  risk  of  himself  and  his  seeuritiea..  Too 
much  of  the  p«tH»  and  vidsritodes  of  banking 
is  known  in  these  ooontriea  to  permit  the  Gov- 
ernment ever  to  jeopard  its  revenues  in  tbeit 
keeping.  All  tiiis  is  shown,  fully  and  at  larga 
in  a  poblie  document  now  on  onr  tables. '  And 
who  does  not  reoogniae  in  these  collectors  and 
receivers  general  of  France  and  England  th» 
ancient  Roman  offices  of  qasstors  and  pn^ 
qucBstors?  These  fiscal  officers  of  France  and 
Eof^d  are  derivations  from  the  Boman  insti- 
tntions ;  and  the  same  are  foond  in  all  the  mod- 
em kingdoms  of  Earope  which  were  formerly, 
like  France  and  Britain,  provinces  of  the  Roman 
Empire.  The  measure  bofOTe  the  Senate  is  to 
enable  us  to  provide  for  our  future  safety,  by 
complying  wiui  oar  own  constitation,  and  con- 
forming to  the  pnwtice  of  all  nati(HU|  great  cx 
small,  ancient  or  modem. 

Coming  nearer  home,  and  looking  into  our 
own  early  history,  what  were  the  "  ocmtinental 
treasurers  "  of  the  oonfederataon,  and  the  "pro- 
vincial treasurers  and  collectors,"  provided  for 
as  early  as  July,  1775,  but  an  imitati<Hi  of  the 
French  and  English  systems,  and  very  near  the 

5 Ian  which  we  propose  now  to  re-estobiisht 
hese  continental  treasurers,  and  there  were 
two  of  them  at  first,  thous*h  afterwards  re- 
duced to  one,  were  the  receivers  gennal ;  the 
provincial  treasurers  and  collectors  were  their 
subordinates.  By  these  officers  the  publio 
moneys  were  cofiected,  kept,  and  disbursed; 
for  there  weio  no  banks  then !  and  all  Govent- 
mtoit  dnfts  were  drawn  Erectly  upon  these 
offioeza  This  dmple  plan  worked  well  during 
the  Bevolntion,  and  afterwards,  until  the  new 
Government  was  formed;  and  continued  to 
work,  with  a  mere  diange  of  names  and  fimna^ 
during  the  first  years  of  Washington's  admiiH 
istration,  and  until  General  Hamiltmi's  bank 
machinery  got  into  play.  This  bill  only  pro- 
poses to  re-establish,  in  substance,  the  system 
of  the  Revolution,  of  the  Congress  of  the  con- 
federation, and  of  the  first  years  of  Washing 
ton's  admii^stratioo. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  etudrman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  ^r.  Wjuobi  of  Kev 
York)  presents  the  det^  of  the  plan  fiir  «»• 
oomplishing  this  great  result  That  bill  hM 
been  printed  and  read.  Its  simplid^,  eoonnny, 
and  efficiency  strike  the  sense  of  m  who  hear 
it,  and  annihilate  without  argument,  the  most 
formidable  arauments  of  expense  and  patronage, 
which  had  oeea  conceived  against  il  Tiie 
present  officers,  the  present  mints,  and  one  or 
two  more  mints  In  the  South,  in  the  and 
in  the  ^orth,  complete  the  plan.  There  will 
be  no  necessity  to  carry  masses  of  hard  money 
from  one  quarter  of  the  Union  to  another. 
Government  drafts  will  make  the  tranrfer  with- 
out moving  a  dollar.  A  Govemmwit  draft 
upon  a  national  mint,  wUl  l>e  the  highest  order 
of  billa  of  exohai^.  Money  wanted  by  the 
Govenment  In  <me  place,  will  be  exdiMwedf 
through  inerohairt^  for  iwm^  in  anoliier  puoe. 
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TIlua  it  has  been  for  thousands  of  years,  and 
will  ferever  be.  Wo  read  in  Cicero's  letters 
that,  when  he  was  Governor  of  Cilicia,  in  Asia 
l^lnor,  he  directed  his  gvattor  to  -deposit  the 
tribute  of  the  province  in  Andoch,  and  es- 
cbangQ  it  tar  money  in  Borne  with  merchants 
engaged  in  liie  Oriental  trade,  of  which  Antioch 
vas  <Hie  of  the  emporinms.  "Hiis  is  the  natural 
oonrse  of  things,  and  is  too  obvioos  to  require 
oxpIanatioD,  or  to  admit  of  comment 

Objections  are  taken  to  the  capacity  of  the 
coonb-y  to  fhmish  quantity  of  gold  and 
aUver  necessary  to  pay  the  revenues  of  the 
Government  in  coin.  It  is  supposed  there  is 
not  hard  money  enough  for  that  purpose  f  This 
objection  induces  two  inquiries.  First,  how 
much  specie  will  be  required  for  that  purpose  ? 
Secondly,  what  is  the  present  amount  in  the 
coontiT,  and  what  the  pros^ct  of  increase? 
In  reply  to  the  flrat  of  these  mquiries,  it  is  to 
be  remembered  ttiat  the  Preddenti  In  his  Hes- 
sage,  supposes  ten  millions  will  be  enough ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  tje  Treasury,  in  his  report 
upon  the  finances,  sup^Kises  that  eight  or  ten 
millions  will  do.  Having  paid  some  attention 
to  this  point,  I  hare  come  to  the  conclnsfon 
that  the  one-fourth  part  of  the  amount  of  the 
annual  revenue  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the 
whole;  and  this  cminion  Is  formed  upon  an 
observation  of  the  ftict,  that  in  a  regular  state 
of  the  finances,  when  no  more  revenue  is  raised 
^an  the  Crovemment  needs,  about  one-fourth 
of  tiie  whole  is  always  on  hand,  of  oonrse  that 
not  more  than  (me-lburth  is  takoi  ont  of  circu- 
lation. Upon  tiiis  datL  a  roveune  of  twenty 
milUMis  would  require  but  five  miUions  to  pay 
it ;  and  a  revenue  ci  twanty-flre  millions  would 
require  but  nx  and  a  quarter  millions  to  meet 
ib  A  rodnction  of  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Treasnry  is  the  policy  of  the  administratioa ; 
no  more  surpluses  is  the  language  of  the  repub- 
Ucan  party.  About  twenty-fire  millions  may, 
tliereiOTe,  be  the  maximnm:  and  the  payment 
of  this  sum,  it  is  shown,  will  not  employ  above 
six  or  seven  millions.   Now,  what  is  the  ca- 

facity  of  the  country  to  famish  this  amount  ? 
iow  much  specie  have  we,  and  what  is  the 
prospect  for  more  1  It  is  well  remembered  that 
aljdity  millions  was  the  computed  npply  at  the 
wi.  ot  the  last  fiscal  year ;  to  that  amount  we 
have  to  add  the  increase  <si  the  present  fiscal 
year,  being  about  five  millions;  namely,  an 
ezoees  of  imports  over  exports  of  above  four 
millions,  and  the  coinage  of  near  a  million  of 
gold.  The  fhtore  prospect  is  most  encouraj^g. 
The  export  of  specie  is  over ;  it  is  a  drug  m 
LondoDi;  it  can  be  borrowed  there  at  2J  per 
cent,  per  annuuLand  three  per  cent,  is  a  com- 
mon interest,  what  has  been  forced  out  is 
ready  to  flow  back.  A  large  import  must  be 
expected ;  and  if  this  bill  passes  to  increase  the 
demand  fojr  it  at  home,  and  If  the  suspending 
banks  are  made  to  resume  pt^ment,  not  less 
than  fifteen  or  twenty  n^ons  of  dollars  may 
be  expected  within  the  ensaing  year.  This, 
tbeoi  u  onr  ocmdltton ;  upwards  of  eighlgr  mil- 
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lions  now  in  the  country,  and  the  means  in  onr 
power  to  increase  it  lai^ly.  Now,  cannot  a 
rev^ne  of  twenty-fire  millions,  which  will 
never  reqnire  a  greato:  amount  than  idx  or 
seven  millions  to  be  taken  ont  <rf  drenlatim  at 
any  one  time ;  cannot  such  a  revenue  be  met 
from  these  resources  f  I  say  it  can ;  and  I  say 
this  upon  data,  aud  will  exhibit  that  data  to  the 
Senate,  that  they  may  judge  of  the  correctness 
of  my  opinion.  First,  I  take  the  evidence  ftar- 
nished  by  the  history  of  our  own  country.  The 
first  revenue  act  of  1789  prescribed  '^gold  and 
silver  coin  only  "  for  tlie  payment  of  5ie  Fed- 
eral revenue ;  the  revenue  was  then  about  four 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars ;  and  the  whole 
amount  of  specie  in  the  Union  was  estimated  at 
ten  millions  of  dollars.  Here  then  was  a  rev- 
enue, nearly  half  the  amount  of  ^ecie  in  the 
conntry,  oraered  to  be  collected  in  apede.  I 
speak  of  the  law  wMoh  ordered  it  to  be  so  erf- 
lected,  and  to  which  there  was  no  ol^ection,  m 
account  of  the  inad«qna(7'  of  specie,  either  in 
Congress  or  out  of  Congress.  The  revenue  was 
paid  without  comj^laint,  and  without  difficulty, 
and,  in  all  probability,  did  not  abstract,  at  one 
time,  a  million  of  dollars  ftom  circulation. 
General  Hamilton,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, permitted  notes  of  banks  to  be  received. 
Certainly  he  did,  and,  just  as  certainly,  fbr  no 
reason  founded  on  the  madeqoacy  ol  the  spede 
circulation  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Govern- 
ment. His  reasons,  as  seen  in  his  report  to 
Congress,  were  oltt^ether  of  a  different  class ; 
they  were  to  enable  the  banks  to  inereaae  their 
paper  raronlation;  to  increase  pi^er  mcotey; 
and  to  difi^tae  it  general^-  over  ttie  Unioa. 
There  were  then  but  three  banks  In  tlie  United 
States,  and  those  three  to  the  north  of  the  Po- 
tomac ;  they  issued  no  small  notes ;  their  aggre* 
gate  circulation  was  inconsiderable ;  and  it  was 
the  plan  of  General  Hamilton  to  increase  their 
number,  and  diffiise  their  pf^r.  This  was  hia 
reason  for  admitting  bank  P^per  to  be  received ; 
and  to  do  so,  he  had  to  nullify,  by  construction, 
the  clear  enactment  of  positive  law. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  I  fbmiah  is  drawn 
Avm  the  history  of  England,  in  the  r^gn  of 
William  HI.,  immediately  preceding  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  the  vor 
Ixoduotion  of  the  paper  sysem,  and  the  funding 

rm,  into  that  kingdom.  The  taxes  were 
four  mOlionSj  ana  the  sp^de  (rf  the  king- 
dom sixteen  millions.  These  taxes  were  paid 
without  difficulty ;  for  they  probably  ^d  not 
abstract  one  million  sterling  from  circulation. 
The  last  data  I  shall  produce  is  from  the  history 
of  France,  during  the  first  administration  of  • 
Keckar,  which  about  covered  the  period  of  our 
Revolution.  I  speak  of  the  first  administration 
of  Neckar,  and  when  the  finances  of  France 
were  in  a  regular  state,  and  not  of  his  subse- 
quent administration,  when  the  extravagances 
of  the  day  and  the  snbservieoce  of  the  ministers 
Calonne  aud  Brienne  had  Involved  those  financea 
in  a  ruin  from  which  the  talents  ci  JtwUcar 
oonld  not  extricate  them,  'What  was  tiie  rev- 
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enae  and  the  specie  drcalalion  of  France  at 
that  time?  I  sa^  specie  oircoIatioQ;  for  the 
litisussippi  scheme  or  John  Law  had  cared  the 
nation  of  paper  money,  nntil  the  aasignats  of 
the  Revolotiun  came  npon  the  stage,  and  lived 
their  hrief  day.  What  was  the  revenae,  and 
the  specie  cirotdation  out  of  which  it  was  piud, 
in  the  prosperons  period  of  the  French  finances 
to  which  I  hare  ^ndedf  Twenty-two  mil- 
Uma  Bterling  of  revenue;  abont  110,000,000  of 
dollars  •  and  ninety  millions  sterling  of  circola- 
timi;  Mmnt  460,000,000  of  dollars.  This  vast 
nvenne,  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  whole  cir- 
culfl^on,  was  regularly  paid ;  and  this  estab- 
lishes the  only  point  for  which  I  refer  to  it. 
Now,  to  ai^ly  this  historical  experience  to  our 
own  country,  and  to  the  present  times.  Our 
revenue  may  be  about  26,000,000 ;  one-fourth 
of  Uiat  earn  will  pay  it ;  we  have  upwards  of 
eighty  millions  of  specie  in  the  oonn^,  annual- 
ly increasing,  and  certain  to  increase  to  the  ut- 
most extent  of  our  wants,  if  wo  create  a  demand 
for  it  One  hundred  millions  of  exportable 
prodootiona  will  bring  back  jnst  as  much,  specie 
as  Uie  country  wants.  Hie  objection,  then,  to 
the  inadequacy  of  the  ^ecie  in  the  country 
fidla  to  the  ground.  We  have  more  than 
enon^  for  that  purpose.  We  have  but  two 
1»randw8  of  revenue— 4he  lands  and  Uie  oostoms, 
and  both  voluntary  sources  of  income ;  for  no 
person  is  under  oompnlsion  to  purchase  tiie 
pnblio  lands,  and  no  one  is  under  compulsion 
to  import  foreign  goods.  These  are  the  sources 
of  our  revenues.  Their  payment  is  voluntary ; 
and  even  during  this  summer,  since  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments,  the  income  from  one 
of  these  sonrces  Q^e  lands)  has  been  equal  to 
the  best  years  before  thA  two  great  years  of 
^Mcolation.  I  will  answer  for  this  biaiioh  of 
rerarae.  Bring  the  new  lands  into  mar^t, 
and  reduce  the  price  of  the  old  lands,  and  the 
Government  will  get  ten  or  twdve  millftms  of 
gold  and  silver  flrom  them  in  the  next  year. 

I  am  free  to  admit  that  the  whole  of  this 
eighty  millions  is  not  now  in  the  huids  the 
people ;  that  much  of  it  is  locked  up  in  the 
vaults  of  the  banks.  But  this  is  temporary ;  it 
cannot  last  much  longer;  public  opimon  is  om- ; 
Impotent,  and  must  prevail ;  that  opinion  is 
against  the  conduct  of  the  banks ;  and  in  the 
iHogress  of  it  they  must  see  their  own  doom. 
Their  vanlte  are  shut,  but  tb»ir  eyes  must  be 
opening:  and  with  these  ^es  they  mnet  begin 
to  see  what  the  poblio  la  be^m^ng  to  think  of 
a  banking  system  wUdi,  in  a  season  (tf  peace, 
tranquiUitjr,  and  general  prosperity,  and  with  a 
bunm-ed  millions  of  exports,  and  foor  times  as 
mnch  spede  as  evM-  was  in  the  country  before, 
are  either  unable,  or  unwillmg,  to  meet  any 
part  of  their  obligations  in  specie— even  to  pay 
oat  picayunes — and  have  driven  the  people  to 
the  use  of  irredeemable  paper  and  sUnplastera, 
and  the  Federal  GoTemment  itself  to  aa  issae 
of  Treasury  notes. 

We  are  taunted  with  these  Treasury  notes ;  it 
seems  to  be  mattw  of  trioai^  tbat  the  Govern- 


ment  is  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  issuing 
them;  but  with  what  joatice?  Aiid  how  soon 
can  any  Government  that  wishes  it,  emerge 
from  the  wretchedness  of  depreciated  paper, 
and  stand  erect  on  the  solid  f^ondations  of  gold 
and  nlvcr  f  How  long  will  It  take  any  respect- 
able Government  that  so  wills  it,  to  accom- 
plish this  neat  onangef  Oar  own  history,  at 
the  close  m  the  Bevolation,  answers  Qie  ques- 
tion ;  and  more  recently,  and  more  strikingly, 
the  history  cS  France  answers  it  also.  I  speak 
oi  the  Frendi  finances  from  1800  to  1807 ;  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Oonsolate  to  the 
peace  of  lllsit  This  wonderful  period  is  re- 
plete with  inatruoticm  on  the  subject  of  finance 
and  currency.  The  whole  period  is  full  of  in- 
struction ;  bat  I  can  only  seize  two  views — ^the 
be^nning  and  the  end— and,  for  the  sake  of 

frecision,  will  read  what  I  propose  to  present 
■read  from  Bignon,  author  of  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  history  of  France  during  the  Con- 
sulate and  the  first  years  of  the  empire ;  writ- 
ten at  the  testamentary  reqnest  of  the  Emperor 
himselt 

After  stating  that  the  ezpenditoTes  of  the 
republic  were  rix  hundred  millions  of  francfr— 
about  one  hundred  and  ten  millions  of  dollars 
— when  BfHuqiarte  becune  First  Consul,  the 
historian- pNMseds : 

"  At  Us  arrival  at  power,  a  som  of  160,000  franca 
in  numey  [about  $82,000]  was  all  that  the  public 
cbeeta  coDtidned.  •  •  •  •  • 
Iq  the  impoadbility  of  meeting  the  current  service 
by  the  ordinary  receipts,  the  Krectoiial  Govemmeofe 
had  resnted  to  ndnous  expedtents,  and  had  tbrown. 
into  drculBtkm  billH  of  various  values,  and  which 
sunk  upon  the  qwt  flf^  to  eighty  per  cent  A  part 
of  the  airearagea  had  been  diedu^^  in  bHIs  two- 
thirds  on  credit  payable  to  the  bearer,  bat  wlildi,  ht 
fact,  the  Treasury  was  not  able  to  pay  when  due.  The 
renudning  third  had  been  inscribed  in  the  great  book, 
under  the  name  of  consolidated  third.  For  the  pay- 
ment of  the  forced  requiaiti<Hia  to  which  thOT  bad 
Iwen  oUieed  to  have  recourse,  there  had  been  inued 
iHUsreo^aUeinpaTmeQtoftberevenaea  Finally, 
the  Government,  in  order  to  satisfy  ib.B  most  impe- 
rious wants,  gave  ordm  upon  the  receivers  geneial, 
delivered  in  advance  to  contractus,  which  may  ne- 
gotiated before  they  began  to  flinuah  the  siqi^dieB 
for  which  they  were  the  payment" 

This,  resumed  Ifr.  6.,  was  the  condition  of 
the  French  finances  when  Bonaparte  became 
Elrst  Consul  at  the  dose  of  the  year  1799.  The 
currency  was  in  the  same  cwditiw — no  q>ecie 
— a  degraded  currency  of  asaignBts,  roiaonaly 
depreciated,  and  issoed  as  low  as  ten  sons. 
Tmt  great  man  immediately  began  to  restore 
order  to  the  finances,  and  solidity  to  the  cur- 
rency. B^pily  a  peace  of  three  years  enabled 
him  to  complete  the  great  work,  before  he  was 
called  to  cekbrate  the  immortal  campaigns  end- 
ing at  Anstertitz,  Jena,  and  Friedland.  At  the 
end  of  three  years — ^before  the  rapture  of  the 
peace  of  Amiens — the  finances  and  the  curren- 
cy were  restored  to  order  and  to  solidity ;  and, 
at  the  end  of  six  ^ears,  when  the  vast  establish- 
ments, and  the  mteroal  ameliorations  of  the 
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imperial  Gk>v«niiii6nt,  had  oarrled  the  annual 
expenaea  to  ^ht  hnndred  millions  of  francs, 
tiboiit  one  hundred  and  fixty  milliona  of  dollars; 
Ute  same  historian  oc^ring  the  words  of  the 
lUnister  of  finance.  Urns  ^eafa  <^  the  Tna^ 
1U7,  and  the  current^: 

*' The  reKNuoea  of  the  State  had  inomsed  beyond 
Its  wants;  thepoUio  chests  are  fiill;  all  pajments 
aie  made  at  the  day  named ;  the  ocdm  upon  the 
public  Treasury  have  become  the  most  «pprovei  bills 
of  ezchaiige.  *  *  The  finances  are  in  the 
most  bappy  conation ;  France  alone,  among  all  the 
States  of  Bnrope,  baring  no  paper  mtmey.** 

"What  a  pifltore  I  how  dmply,  how  powarfblly 
drftwnl  anid  what  a  change  in  nx  years)  Pnl>> 
lie  chests  fall ;  payments  made  to  the  d^;  or- 
ders on  the  Treasniy  the  heat  hills  of  exchange; 
"Fimxoe  alone,  of  aU  Europe,  having  no  paper 
inonf7;  meaning  no  (Jovernment  paper  money, 
fbr  there  were  hank  notes  ot  one  hnndred 
francs  and  one  thousand  franca.  A  Govem- 
nent  revenne  of  one  hnndred  and  sixty  millions 
of  dollars  was  paid  in  gold  and  silver ;  a  hard- 
money  cnrren(7,  of  five  hundred  and  ttfty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  satorated  all  ports  of  France 
with  specie,  and  made  gold  and  silver  the 
eveiT-d^  eorrenoy  of  ereiy  man,  woman,  and 
ohUd  in  the  empire.  These  great  resolts  were 
tiie  work  ol  six  years,  and  were  accomplished 
flie  simple  process  of  gradnally  reqniring 
hard-money  payraents ;  gradoally  calling  in  the 
asslgnats ;  inoreanng  the  branch  mints  to  fonr^ 
teen,  and  limitiDg  the  Bank  of  France  to  an  is> 
fflie  of  laive  not^h— five  hundred  franca  and  np- 
warda.  ITiis  simple  process  produced  these  re- 
sults, and  thus  stands  the  Irench  currency  at 
this  di^';  for  the  nation  has  had  the  wisdom  to 
leave  untooohed  the  financial  system  of  Bona^ 
pute.  I  have  repeatedly  ^ven  it  as  my  opin- 
ion— many  of  my  speeches  declare  it — ^that  the 
French  cnrrency  is  the  best  in  the  world.  It 
has  hard  money  for  the  Government;  hard 
money  for  the  oommon  dealings  of  the  peo^e ; 
and  large  notes  for  large  transactions.  This 
oomDcy  has  enabled  France  to  stand  two  in- 
vauons--the  rava^g  of  800,000  men — ^two 
dianges  of  dyn^ty,  and  the  payment  of  a  mil- 
liard of  eontribanona;  and  all  without  any 
commotton  or  eonvnlsion  in  trade.  It  has  sav- 
ed her  from  the  revulsions  which  have  afflicted 
England  and  oor  America  for  so  many  years. 
It  has  saved  her  from  expanrions,  contractions, 
and  rainous  flnctoations  oi  price.  It  has  saved 
her,  for  near  forty  years,  fl'om  a  debate  on  cur- 
rency. It  has  saved  her  even  from  the  knowl- 
edge of  our  sweet-scented  phrases,  "  sonnd  cur- 
rency, unsound  currency ;  plethoric,  dropsical, 
inflated,  bloated ;  the  money  market  tight  to-day, 
A  little  earier  this  morning ; "  and  all  such  ver^ 
btage,  which  tiie  hahwdasher's  boys  repeat  It 
has  saved  France  iVom  even  a  disoosucm  on 
curenoy ;  while  in  England,  and  with  ns,  it  is 
hanksl  bsnks!  banks!  morning,  no<m,  and 
night;  breakbst,  dinner,  and  aupper;  levant 
«ni  oondunt;  fitting,  or  standing;  at  hnne, 
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or  abroad;  steamboat,  or  ndlraad  ear;  inOon- 

gross,  or  ont  of  Congress,  it  is  all  the  aame 
thing;  banks  1  banks  I  banks  1  currency  t  cnN 
rency  I  enrreuOT  1  meaning,  all  the  while,  pa- 

Eer  money  ana  diinplastOTs;  until  ,  our  very 
r^s  seem  as  if  they  would  be  converted  into 
lampblack  and  rags. 

The  Senator  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tau> 
lUDOE,)  in  his  very  able  speech,  has  referred  to 
the  overthrow  of  Bonaparte,  effected  by  the 
paper  system  of  England.  Without  ginng  into 
the  qu^on  of  the  causes  of  that  overthrow- 
without  looking  to  the  ioe  of  Bns^  and  the 
n<Hi-arrival  Groooby  on  die  fidd  t^Tater^ 
loo,  and  without  conddering  the  numerous  in> 
<^ent8,  <rften  trivial  in  tiiemselves,  <m  which  the 
fate  of  battles  and  <tf  empires  depend — it  will 
be  saffl<»ent  to  eom&ier  iraat  would  have  been 
the  fate  of  this  P^per  system  of  England,  if^ 
like  the  system -of  Tnxioe,  it  had  been  expdeed 
to  the  shocks  of  invasionsj  conquests,  and 
changes  <tf  dynasty ;  and,  leavmg  out  this  sup- 
posed view,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  look  at  it 
under  ite  real  aspect,  and  to  see  its  preset 
effecte  on  the  condition  of  the  British  empire. 
What  are  those  effecte  I  They  are,  in  brief,  an 
increase  of  taxes  from  1694^  when  the  Bank  of 
England  was  chartered,  from  four  millions  ster- 
ling (twenty  millions  of  dollars)  to  forty-five 
millions  stemng,  (two  hundred  and  twen^-five 
milliona  of  dollan ;)  an  inerease  of  the  puUio 
debt  frYon  twenty-one  millions  five  hundred 
and  fifteen  thoorand  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
two  pounds,  thirteen  shillingSj  eight  pence,  and 
two  rarthings,  (to  be  precise,)  m  round  numbers 
about  oiie  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  to  near 
nine  hundred  millions  sterling  or  four  thousand 
five  hnndred  millions  of  dollars ;  and  the  in- 
crease of  pauperism,  until  three  millions  of 
people  grace  the  list.  These  are  some,  for  I 
omit,  as  too  well  known,  the  average  septennial 
convulsions  of  that  system ;  these  are  some  of 
the  evils  of  the  paper  system  in  England.  But 
take  another  view ;  take  some  pointo  of  com- 

Cou  between  the  national  expenditures  of 
ee  and  England,  when  conlending  together, 
and  see  how  the  account,  in  pcdnt  of  economy 
between  paper  money  and  bard  money,  wiU 
stand.  Let  ns  take  the  year  1806,  when  Eng- 
land was  subridiring  Bossia  and  other  powws 
against  France,  and  when  the  great  Einperor 
fhistrated  tiie  effect  of  all  these  subsidies,  and 
consolidated  his  power  by  the  victory  of  Fried- 
land,  and  the  peace  of  Tilsit  What  were  the 
expenses  of  the  two  contending  empires  for 
that  year  f  They  were  these  :  For  England 
one  thousand  seven  himdred  and  seventy-two 
millions  of  francs,  (about  three  hnndred  and 
idxty  millions  of  dollars;)  for  France,  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  e^t  nuBions  of  francs, 
(about  <me  himdred  and  wxty  millions  of  dtd- 
lars ;)  in  othw  words,  the  expenses  of  Eni^and 
exceeded  those  of  France  by  abont  one  thousand 
millions  of  fhme^  or  two  hundred  millions  of 
dollars.  6u6h  was  the  difference  between  the 
eoonomy  (tf  paper  money  and  hard  nuHuy;  and 
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the  same  prop<»lion  holds  good  in  every  sta^ 
tiooi  in  11&  mm  the  Enn>«ror  ud  hi*  enq^re, 
to  the  wauerwomin  «&a  her  hoiuebold. 

The  amendment  nov  depending,  m  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Senator  frtnn  South  &olin&  (Hr. 
CAiHOTnr,)  is  the  same  in  Bobetanoe  with  the 
bill  wbich  I  brought  In  upwards  <tf  a  year  agft, 
to  re-establiah  the  corrency  of  the  confldtntion 
for  the  Federal  Government.  That  bill  was 
in  these  words : 

"  That  buk  notes  and  paper  correnoy  of  erer; 
description  shall  cease  to  be  receiTed,  or  off^d  in 
payment,  on  account  of  tbe  United  States,  or  of  the 
Poet  Office,  or  in  fees  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  as  follows :  of  less  denomination  than  twenty 
dollars,  none  shall  be  so  offered  after  tbe  Sd  day  of 
l^rch,  1SZ1 ;  of  less  denomtnation  than  fifty  dollars, 
DODO  after  the  8d  day  of  Hsrch,  isas ;  of  less 
dwtomination  than  one  hundred  dolkis,  none  after 
Ihe  8d  day  nt  Ibc^  1889 ;  of  less  denon^tiott 
than  fire  tnmdied  dollars,  none  after  the  8d  day  of 
March,  1840 ;  of  less  denomlnatioai  than  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  none  after  tbe  8d  day  of  Uarch,  1841 ; 
and  none  of  any  deoondutlon  fiom  and  after  the  8d 
day  of  March,  184S. 

"Sec.  a.  ^wfieUyWrtJbrmaetal  That  any 
son  holding  an  appointment  under  nw  laws  at  the 
United  States,  and  any  bank  employed  to  ke^  public 
moneys,  ■wtim  perscm  or  bank  diall  neglect,  erade, 
violate,  contnTene,  or  In  any  way  elude,  or  attempt 
to  elude,  the  proTirions  of  this  act,  diall  be  guilty  ^ 
an  offence  agunst  the  laws ;  and  the  person  bo  oEfend- 
ing  shall  be  liable  to  be  dismisBed  from  tbe  serrice, 
am  the  bank  so  offendbig  shall,  on  satis&otoiy  ln< 
fbrmation,  be  dlsoontinned  as  a  deporitoiy  (tf  poUio 
mon^** 

Tlie  only  direct  action  of  this  bili  would  have 
been  on  the  reoei[)ta  of  the  Federal  Treasory. 
It  has  been  extensively  reprinted  as  a  bill  to 
impose  hard  mcmey  upon  the  States,  bat  such 
is  not  its  character,  bat  the  reverse ;  it  was  to 

{irevent  the  local  paper  of  the  States  from  being 
mposed  on  the  Federal  Government  Its  in- 
direct and  conseqaential  action  'has  been  to 
increase  the  specie  (uroolation  of  tbe  whole 
TTidoa  hj  creating  a  demand  for  it.  The  {ves* 
ant  amendment  will  operate  the  same  wi^ ;  it 
will  increase  Uie  qnanuty  of  hard  money  every- 
where. Yet  two  ^objections,  neither  of  them 
veil  founded,  and  each  inconsistent  with  tiie 
other,  have  been  taken  to  it;  one  is,  that  it 
woposes  to  take  the  better  currency  for  the 
Government,  and  leave  the  baser  to  the  people ; 
the  other  is,  that  it  is  going  to  impose  this 
better  currency  npon  the  people  also ;  and  so 
destroy  all  pf^>er  money  at  once,  reduce  every- 
thing to  the  ^>ecie  standard,  and  ruin  all  debt- 
ors. Each  of  these  ol^ections  are  equally  nn- 
founded.  Taken  singly,  they  are  each  erro- 
neous ;  taken  together,  as  we  often  find  them 
tn  the  same  speech,  and  they  belong  to  that 
Glass  of  arguments  which  the  logiciaiis  call  the 
arffummtvm  ad  ignoranUam :  that  is  to  si^, 
an  argoment  addressed  to  the  supposed  igno- 
rance of  the  hearers.  This  class  of  arguments 
has  been  freely  used  by  gentlemen  of  toa  of^to- 


siUca  fbr  a  long  time ;  with  what  effect  the  is- 
sue of  tike  eleotionshu  often  tfdd.  Itistimeto 
quit  it,  and  to  address  the  intelligence  of  the 
commuidtry.  Take  the  better  onrrenoy  to  itself. 
Why,  the  Government  does  not  eat  the  money, 
bat  pays  itback  ^ain  the  next  day  to  the  peo^e. 
Impose  hard  money  npon  the  States!  The 
mere  reading  of  the  amendment,  or  my  bill, 
which  is  the  same  in  sabstanoe,  disproves  tiie 
assertion.  No,  the  effect  of  the  measure  will 
be  to  increase  the  gold  and  diver  circolation 
for  the  whole  country.  Thus  it  has  been  al- 
ready. Five  years  ago  we  began  our  system 
of  measures  to  revive  the  gold  cnirency,  and  to 
increase  the  specie  oiroolation.  There  was  then 
twenty  milUons  of  ailver  In  the  oomitiT,  and  no 
g<M :  there  is  now  wwards  of  ei^ty  m^ons,  of 
which  fifteen  is  gfdcl.  TVne,  the  ranks  have  nip- 
pressed  all  this  oircalatioanir  the  presHit;  tiuoy 
hare  shut  down  the  hatches  upon  the  whole  of 
it ;  bnt  this  suppression  cannot  continue  much 
longer.  The  law  of  the  land,  or  of  pnliUo  opin- 
ion, will  soon  prevail,  and  these  institatKma 
will  have  to  sabmit.  The  bill  before  the  Sen- 
ate dispenses  with  the  further  nse  of  banks  as 
depositories  of  the  pnUio  moneys.  In  that  it 
hss  my  hearty  oonourrenoe.  Four  times  here- 
tofore, and  on  four  different  ocoasicma,  I  have 
made  propontions  to  accomplish  a  part  of  the 
same  porpose.  First,  in  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  tiie  draorit  bill  of  1886,  by  which  the 
mint,  and  the  branch  mints,  were  to  be  indnd- 
ed  In  the  Hst  ct  depositories ;  secondly,  in  pro- 
posing that  tiie  public  moneys  here,  at  the  seat 
of  Government,  dionld  be  kept  and  paid  oat  "bf 
the  Treasurer ;  thirdly,  by  propodng  that  a  pre- 
ference, in  receiving  the  depoedts,  should  be 
given  to  such  banks  as  shoold  cease  to  be  banks 
of  circulation ;  fourthly,  in  opposing  tiie  estab- 
lishment of  a  bank  agency  in  Hisaonri,  and 
proposing  tiiat  the  moneys  there  shoold  be 
drawn  direct  from  the  hands  of  the  receivers. 
Three  of  these  propositions  are  now  inolnded 
in  the  bill  before  tne  Senate ;  and  the  whole 
object  at  which  they  partially  aimed  is  fully 
embraoed.  I  am  for  the  measure,  fiiUy,  ocn^ 
dially,  eameatir  fiv  it. 

Sfmie  Senators  snppoee  that  it  win  be  a  great 
injury  to  the  locsl  banks  to  reftae  thcdr  notes 
in  revenue  paymrats ;  I  think  otherwise,  and 
that  it  will  be  a  great  iqjory  to  receive  than : 
for  they  wiU  be  taken  out  of  circolation,  and 
returned  in  masses  on  the  banks  for  redemp- 
tion. They  cannot  be  pidd  oat  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  therefore,  will  have  to  be  presented 
for  redemption  to  the  banks.  The  act  of  1886 
oats  them  off  from  all  payments  from  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  or  the  post  offices.  That  act 
contains  three  limitations  upon  the  payment 
of  these  notes :  first,  no  note  nnder  twoity 
dollars  is  to  be  paid  ont ;  and  that  outs  off  ttw 
greater nnmbw;  8SGondIy,nonoteistobepaid 
oat  which  is  issoed  atone  place,  and  made  pay- 
able at  another ;  thirdly,  no  note  of  any  Und  is 
to  be  paid  out,  unless  it  is  equal  to  gold  and. 
silver  at  the  {daoe  where  oS^ed,  and  oonvert- 
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ible  into  specie  npon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of 
the  holder,  and  without  lo^  or  delay  to  him. 
Ibis  is  the  strongest  limitation,  and  outs  off  all 
p^inent  in  notes  unless  where  the  banlc  itself 
IS  sitoated.  The  three  limitations  taken  toge- 
ther, and  thej  are  all  in  fnll  force,  cut  ofl  huOc 
paper  from  nearly  every  payment  to  be  made, 
eitoer  hj  the  United  States  or  bj  the  Post 
Office  Department. 

I  do  not  wetead  to  exhuut  thia  subject ;  I 
only  touch  the  leading  o^eoliuu  to  the  ftuther 
use  of  bank  notes  by  the  Oovemnuut,  and  the 
fbtnre  nse  of  banks  as  depodtcries  of  public 
mon^  It  is  a  practice  mea^t  with  niisohtef 
to  both  parties,  wid  has  been  bo  proved  by  re- 
peated experiwce.  To  receive  the  notes  of 
Dsnks  for  roTenae,  if  they  are  to  be  pud  in 
good  Caith,  is  merely  to  take  them  out  of  oircu- 
utioD,  and  return  tiiem  in  masses  for  redemp- 
tion, to  the  great  peril  and  aixna  of  the  bank. 
If  they  are  not  to  be  paid,  their  receipt  is  a 
ftand  upon  the  Government.  So  said  Hr, 
Crawford,  when  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  wboi  members  of  CoDgreea,  marching 
Id  cdnnms  np<Hi  him,  bathed  by  kridative  pe- 
ttttoki.  were  demanung  this  privilege  for  so 
many  local  banks.  bnwHlnnity  and  legiahUiTe 
interference  most  usnally  prer^led ;  and  in  al- 
most every  iostanoe  to  ^e  fi^iay  of  the  bank, 
and  to  the  loss  of  the  Government.  So  will  it 
be  again,  if  the  practice  Is  reeomed. 

AgtUn:  It  is  tempting  the  banks  into  ruinous 
expansions,  thus  to  give  them  the  credit  and  the 
domain  of  the  Uimed  States  to  bank  upon. 
They  put  out  floods  of  notes,  because  receiva- 
bility  at  the  oustom-honse,  the  land-office,  and 
the  post  office,  gives  thun  credit  and  dtoula- 
tion.  After  some  mcmths,  pay-diqr  comes. 
I^ederal  credit,  which  got  the  notee  into  oircu- 
ladon,  will  not  pay  tlmn ;  the  bank  stopa;  de- 
iweciation  easaes ;  the  loss  fidls  npon  the  Gov- 
«rmnent)  and  upon  the  mdnlSwmed  bidders  of 
the  notes. 

Again :  It  is  a  false  ceeUt  given  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  whole  issues  of  any  bank 
whose  paper  Is  so  received.  It  is  endorsement 
without  responsibilify.  People  take  it,  because 
the  Government  takes  it ;  and  when  tiie  bank 
&ila,  the  Government  does  not  indenmiiy  those 
who  have  been  deceived  by  an  mdorsement, 
Talid  for  deceptkm,  and  iuvidid  for  respondbil- 
Ity. 

Again :  Tliis  Government  receivabiUty  ena- 
bles notes  to  str^  from  their  known  orbit  of 
ciroulatioa ;  to  go  off  into  distant  parts,  where 
tbey  are  imknown :  to  live  there  awhile  In  the 
amnhine  of  Federal  Ikvor;  to  drcnlate  awhile 
oo  land-(rfBce  and  ooatoin-boaae  tvedit;  and, 
flnaUy,  to  sink  as  iosolvaits  upon  Uie  bands  of 
strangers. 

A^n ;  There  must  be  selection  of  banks,  or 
wdversality  of  reception.  If  selection,  then  fa- 
voritism, patronage,  «4>riofr— refusal  to-day,' 
reception  to-morrow — ^imposition  on  stHne,  un- 
due advantaae  to  others—ocme  into  plfqr.  If 
reosivability  k  universal,  then  a  thonsand  banks 
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now  in  existence,  and  thonaands  more  to  be 
created,  all  become  furnishers  of  Federal  cur- 
rency ;  and  in  a  few  years  tiie  public  lands  are 
changed  into  p^>er — ^e  custom-house  revenue 
becomes  a  bale  of  paper — and  this  p^r  wortii 
as  little  as  it  would  be  if  it  was  decomposed 
and  restored  to  its  ori^nol  atcte  of  lampblack 
and  rags. 

Agwn :  To  take  the  promissory  notes  of  the 
banks  tat  lands,  oiutonia,  and  posta^  is  to  ex- 
tend a  credit  to  the  banks  wmoh  is  denied  to 
the  oommmdty.  The  farmer  la  required  to  pay 
ready  money  for  the  public  lands ;  bat  if  the 
note  of  the  bank  is  received,  this  Is  a  crecBt  to 
the  bank — a  credit  to  a  barren  moneyed  corpo- 
ration, which  is  denied  to  a  productive,  merito- 
rious citizen.  The  same  of  postages ;  and  the 
same  is,  in  some  degree,  the  case  at  the  custom- 
houses now,  and  will  be  fully,  when  ready 
money  payments  are  required  there,  as  another 
bill  before  the  Senate  now  proposes. 

Again :  To  make  the  bulks  depoutories  of 
our  moneys,  Involves  the  use,  or  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  nse,  of  these  mcmeys.  If  the  fbr- 
mer,  that  the  revenues  are  as  much  Jeoparded 
as  ever ;  if  the  lirtter.  then  the  bank  has  no 
benefit  from  the  depost. 

Again ;  To  continue  these  banks  as  depoaS- 
toriea,  is  to  create  an  Int^est — a  powerful,  ac- 
tive, concentrated  interest,  in  Congress  and  out 
ot  Congress — ^in  favor  of  high  taxes  and  low 
appropriations.  The  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  such  an  interest  during  the  whole 
time  of  its  existence.  It  was  the  ally  of  high 
tari^  and  the  enemy  of  appropriation  bim. 
Its  pnnciple  of  action  was,  take  from  the  peo- 

{de,  and  leave  with  us  I  and  so  it  will  be  with  a 
eague  of  local  depoatotj  banks.  Their  presi- 
dents and  directors ;  theur  atookholders  tad  at* 
tomeys,  with  all  their  firiends  and  debtm  will 
be  a  unit,  to  keen  up  taxes  and  to  keep  down 
appropriatims.  The  Govemmmt  shoold  not 
create,  for  itself  and  for  the  people,  so  fcrndda- 
ble  an  antagotiist. 

The  friends  of  the  banks  treat  it  as  th^  rain, 
as  a  grievous  outi^e  and  indignity,  for  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  refuse  to 
take  their  notes,  and  to  reftise  to  nse  them  aa 
depositories ;  yet  this  was  their  condition  dur- 
ing the  whole  time  of  t}ie  existence  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  yet  ihey  made  no  ob- 
jection to  it  then.  This  is  strdnge  I  but  what 
18  more  so  is,  that  while  thua  struggling  against 
the  Government,  they  are,  many  of  them,  in 
&vor  of  re-establishing  a  nati<mal  bank ;  the 
first  act  of  which  will  be  to  iti^  them  of  Gov-' 
enunmt  deponts,  and  exolnde  tneir  paper  fhnn 
Govermnent  recdvability  I 

Congress  has  a  sacred  duty  to  perform  in  re- 
forming the  finances,  and  corrency;  for  the 
ndn  of  t>oth  his  resulted  from  Fedend  l^sla- 
tion,  and  Federal  administration.  The  Statei^ 
at  tiie  formation  of  the  constitutitHi,  delivered 
a  solid  currency — I  will  not  say  sound,  for  that 
word  implies  subject  to  unsoundness,  to  rotten- 
ness, and  to  deatik— but  thej  delivered  a  aoUd 
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onrrenoy,  one  not  liable  to  disease,  to  this  Fed- 
eral Govenimeot.  They  started  tbe  new  Gov- 
ernment fair  apoQ  gold  and  silver.  The  first 
act  <tf  Congress  attested  this  great  &ct;  for 
it  made  the  revenaes  payable  in  gold  and  silver 
cdn  only.  Thns  tlie  States  dedlTered  a  solid 
oarrency  to  this  Giovermneat,  and  they  reserved 
the  same  cnrrenoy  for  themselves ;  and  tiiey 
pTDvided  coDstitntionAl  sanctions  to  gnard  both. 
The  things  to  be  saved,  and  the  power  to  save 
it,  was  given  to  this  Oovemmeat  by  the  States; 
and  in  the  hands  of  this  Government  It  beoanw 
deteriorated.  The  first  great  error  was  General 
Hamilton's  constmction  of  the  act  of  1789,  by 
which  he  nuUifled  thai  aetj  and  overtnmed  the 
statnte  and  the  constitution  together.  The 
next  great  error  was  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tionaTbank  of  oircnlatioD,  with  aathority  to  psy 
■U  the  pn  Wo  dnes  in  its  own  paper,  l^is  oon- 
finned  the  overthrow  of  the  oonstitDtion,  and 
of  the  statate  of  1760 ;  and  it  set  the  fatal  ex- 
ample to  the  States  to  make  banks,  and  to  re- 
ceive their  paper  for  ptiblio  dues,  as  the  United 
fitates  had  done.  This  was  the  origin  of  the 
evil — this  the  ori^D  of  the  overthrow  of  the 
solid  ourrency  which  the  States  had  delivered 
to  the  Federal  Government.  It  was  the  Ham- 
iltonian  policy  that  did  tha  ndschlef ;  and  the 
state  of  things  in  1887,  is  the  natnrid  fruit  of 
that  policy.  It  is  time  for  as  to  qnit  it — to  re- 
turn to  the  constitution  and  the  statate  of  1769, 
and  to  oonfine  the  Federal  Treasory  to  the 
hard  money  which  was  intoided  for  it. 

I  repeat,  tiiis  is  a  measnre  of  reform,  worthy 
to  be  called  a  refonnation.  It  goes  back  to  a 
fundamental  abuse,  nearly  coeval  with  the  foon- 
datitm  of  the  Government.  Two  epochs  have 
oocnrred  for  the  reformation  <rf this  abuse;  one 
was  lost,  the  other  is  now  in  jeiqmrdy.  Mr. 
MadisoD^B  administration  committed  a  great 
error  at  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  tbe 
first  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  not  reviving 
the  currency  of  the  oonstitotion  for  the  Federal 
Treasury,  and  especially  the  gold  oorrenoy. 
That  error  threw  the  Treasary  back  upon  the 
local  bank  paper.  This  pq>er  quickly  fiuled. 
and  ont  of  that  fulure  grew  the  second  United 
States  Bank.  Those  who  put  down  tbe  seocmd 
United  States  Bank,  warned  by  the  oalamitr, 
determined  to  avoid  the  error  of  Mr.  VadiscHrs 
administration;  they  determined  to  increaee 
the  stock  of  SMcie,  and  to  revive  the  gold  cir- 
onlation,  whlcn  had  been  dead  for  thirty  years. 
The  aocomolation  of  ekhty  millions  in  the 
brief  space  of  five  years,  mteen  millions  of  it  in 
gold,  attests  the  sincerity  of  their  deidgn,  and 
the  mcility  of  its  execution.  The  country  was 
going  on  at  the  rate  of  an  average  increase  of 
twelve  millions  of  specie  per  annum,  when  the 
general  stoppages  of  the  banks  in  Hay  la^  the 
exportation  of  ^wcle  and  the  impontion  of  ir- 
reaeemable  piqier  apon  the  Govemmeot  and 
the  pe<mle,  seemed  to  annoonee  the  total  failure 
of  the  plan.  Bnt  it  was  a  seeming  only.  The 
Impetus  given  to  the  specie  policy  still  prev^ 
and  five  milHooi  are  added  to  the  stock  dar- 


ing  the  present  fiscal  year.  So  &r,  then,  as  the 
ooonteraotion  of  the  Government  policy,  and 
the  suppressiw  of  the  oomrtitatioaal  currency 
might  have  been  axpeeted  to  result  from  th^ 
stoppage,  the  oaknlatitni  seems  to  be  in  a  &ir 
way  to  be  Reappointed.  Tho  spirit  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  our  nondred  millions  d  expcotaUe 
prodooe^  are  giving  the  viotoiy  to  the  i^iHioiu 
poUoy  cS  om  late  fflustrious  FresUent  The 
other  great  oonsequenees  expected  to  result 
from  the  stoppage,  namely :  the  recharter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  change  of  ad- 
ministration, the  overthrow  of  the  republican 
party,  and  the  restoration  of  the  federal  dynas- 
ty, m  seem  to  be  in  the  eaAe  £ur  w^  to  total 
miscuriage ;  but  the  objects  are  too  dazriing 
to  be  abandoned  by  the  parties  interested,  ana 
the  destraotion  of  the  finanoee  and  the  curren- 
cy, is  still  the  oheridied  road  to  snoeeaa.  The 
misoalled  Bank  of  the  United  States,  tin  sool 
of  the  federal  dynaafy,  and  the  anchor  of  ita 
hopes— bdieved  by  many  to  have  been  at  the 
bottom  of  the  stoj^uiges  in  Uay,  and  known  bj 
all  to  be  at  the  head  of  non-resmuption — now 
disph^B  her  ptdioy  on  this  fioor ;  it  is  to  com- 
pel the  repetition  of  the  error  of  Ttx.  Madison^s 
administration  I  lowing  that  frcm  the  repe- 
tition of  this  error  must  come  the  repetititm  of 
the  catastrophes  of  1814, 1619,  and  1887 ;  and 
ont  of  these  catastrophes  to  extract  a  new 
<damor  for  the  revivification  of  herself.  This  is 
her  line  of  conduct ;  and  to  this  line  the  con- 
duct of  aU  bw  flienda  otrnforms.  With  one 
heart,  ne  miDd,  <me  vtrfoei  they  labor  to  oat 
off  gc^  and  rilver  from  the  Federal  Qorem- 
ment,  ■ndtoinmosepanernwmitl  they  labor 
to  def^ve  It  ot  uie  kendng  of  its  own  revennaa^ 
and  to  place  them  a«an  where  they  have  been 
so  often  losti  This  u  the  conduct  oitiat  bank 
and  its  friends.  Let  ns  imitate  their  teal,  their 
unanimi^,  uid  their  perseverance.  The  amend- 
ment and  the  bill,  now  before  the  Senate  em- 
body our  policy.  Z^et  us  carry  them,  and  the 
repablio  is  safe. 

Batubdat,  September  88. 
StA-Thvaturjf  BilL 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

bill  providing  for  the  oolleotion  and  custody  of 
the  public  revenue.  The  qnestiosi  being  on  the 
amendment  offoed  Mr.  Oalhook,  to  separate 
the  Government  flrom  the  banks, 

Mr.  Enia,  of  Georgia,  said  two  plans  were 
urged  upcm  the  Swate :  one  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  aa  proposed  to  be  amend- 
ed by  the  Soiator  from  South  Carolina ;  the 
other  the  State  bank  system,  which  had  already 
been  tried,  and  failed. 

As  to  the  last,  various  ^tolo^es-  had  beso 
made  here  and  elsewhere,  for  itsfoilnre;  and 
it  had  been  insisted  that  it  lied  not  had  a  foir 
trial,  aiul  tbonfore  ooold  not  be  aaid  ptopaiT 
to  have  lUled.  The  moat  able  and  ingeniooa 
•dvooatM  end  ^dog^  of  tUi  auBteiii  tbat  be 
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hod  heard  were  his  fHendi  from  Virginia  and 
K«w  York.  If  they  had  not  aaooeeded  in  o<hi- 
Tincing  the  Senate  that  the  system  sboold  be 
i8-adopted,  (with  the  zaodiflcations  proposed,) 
conviction  might  be  conaid«!«d  hopeless.  He 
oertdnly  agreed  with  them,  that  the  system 
had  not  had  a  fair  trial.   The  pets  had  certain- 

-  ly  a  hard  time  of  it  under  their  EzecatiTe  pa- 
tron ;  bnt  he  had  never  had  confidence  in  item 
from  the  beginning,  and,  in  tmtb,  the  system 
had  never  succeeded  for  one  moment. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  woold  not  detain  the  Senate 
by  going  folly  into  the  capabilities  of  the  State 
bans  system  to  perform  ^e  services  promised 
by  h.  He  rtood  iipMifiim  gromid  on  this  sab- 
Jeet  His  friends  oonld  not  charge  Mm  wifh 
change  or  inoonnstency  in  this  matter;  and,  as 
was  well  known,  he  bad  generally  predioted, 
step  by  step,  the  oonseqnences  that  would  fol- 
low from  the  financial  experiments  that  bad 
i^loted  the  oonntry,  beginning  with  that  mi- 
fortanate  and  nnnecessary  meosore,  the  remov- 
al  of  the  deposits  in  1684.  It  woald  be  seen 
that  be  bad  no  strong  predilection  fbr  the  State 
bank  deposit  system,  thongb  be  admitted  that 
it  might  have  done,  and  still  coold  do  mocb 
better  than  heretofore,  if  the  Ezecntive  would 
consent  to  let  it  alone,  and  cease  the  cootinnal 
interferences  by  whic^  the  banks  have  been 
tormented,  and  the  oommeroe  of  ih»  ooontzy 
deranged,  ever  rinee  the  ExeoatiTC  bad  taken 
the  ooDtnd  of  the  flnaoces. 

'  Mr.  E.  then  {Hroeeeded  to  nottoe  the  plan  vi 
the  committee  as  proposed  to  be  amended. 
This  be  looked  npon  as  a  new  experiment, 
thongb  it  bad  been  alleged  to  be  otiierwise  by 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  The  Senator  in- 
sisted that  we  were  ahead  of  our  destiny,  and 
ought  to  go  back  to  the  glorious  days  of  the 
Roman  empire  to  learn  lessons  on  finance  and 
political  economy.  This  plan  was  strongly  re- 
cnnmended  as  having  been  that  under  which  the 
Roman  qusoators  made  their  mUd  exactions  ftcm 
the  people.  It  was  recommended  most  warmly 
by  tne  Senator,  beoanae  it  was  that  nnder  whi<ui 
the  war  leriea  of  Nnwleon  were  made,  and  the 
finances  of  Spain  and  Turkey  o(dleoted  and  dis- 
bursed. Upon  the  first  recommendation,  tb» 
Senator  bad  given  ns  a  most  eloquent  discourse 
npon  Roman  heroism ;  bloody  battles,  and  the 
levies  of  the  qusBStors.  He  had  spoken  of  tbe 
great  pleasure  with  which  be  read  Roman  his- 
tory on  these  subjects,  and  the  delight  with 
which  he  contemplated  tbe  renown  of  mis  great 
people.  Welt,  Mr.  K.  said  be  bad  read  some 
Roman  history  too,  tfaon^  certainly  not  as 
good  a  historian  as  his  friend  from  Missouri. 
But  if  any  thing  in  Roman  history  had  made  a 
strong  imnression  npoa.  his  r^nblican  mind,  it 
was  the  heartless  cradtiy,  the  unfeeling  rigw, 
and  pitiless  tyranny  with  which  enetiona  wwe 
made  npon  the  people  bytbe  Roman qntestors; 
and,  vnfortnnatdy  fbr  fhc  Senator's  Roman 
precedent,  when  these  ezaotions  bad  been  made 
hj  j^andoing  tbe  Roman  people  and  provinces 
to  nppMt  heroism  in  th#  trade  U  oooqacring 
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and  plundering  the  rest  of  mankind,  these  ex- 
actions were  deported  with  Roman  bankers 
appointed  for  the  purpose. 

As  the  Roman  preoe(tont  was  not  found  ex- 
actly satisfactory  to  Mr.  K.,  be  |nt>ceeded  to 
notice  the  system  so  warmly  recommended  as 
the  plan  of  that  great  democrat  and  ardent 
lover  of  libo^  and  free  institntaons,  the  Em- 
peror Napoleon.  His  friend  from  Missouri  had 
stated  tbat  when  the  Emperor  mounted  tbe 
throne  of  power,  he  found  the  State  coffers 
jempty,  or  nearly  so ;  but  in  a  short  time  they 
were  filled  to  overflowing.  Thereupon  the 
Senator  produced  a  book,  or  a  docmnent,  to 
prove  the  In^wrtant  fact  Tbe  fhot  was  not 
donbted;  but  how  were  these  wonders  of 
finance  aooomplidiedt  Let  his  impoverished 
country  and  ue  blood  and  tears  m  unhappy 
Qermany  answer  tbe  question.  However,  per- 
haps Ibe  financiering  of  this  great  econoioist 
was  strongly  recommended  from  the  fact  ^lat 
the  largest  and  most  thnely  accession  to  bis 
finances  was  made  by  the  robbery  of  a  bank ; 
and  that  too  a  bank  belon^^  to  one  of  the 
freest  and  most  commercial  cities  of  Enrope.* 

Mr.  K.  said  he  saw  nothing  in  these  imperial 
precedents,  ancient  or  modern,  very  applicable 
or  very  captivating ;  and  as  he  saw  nothing  in 
the  happy  and  prosperous  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple of  tno&e  free  and  commercial  nations  (Xnr- 
key  and  Spi^n)  to  extdte  bis  envy,  he  would 
rather  consider  this  as  a  new  and  untried  ex- 
periment, and  digest  it  a  little  better  before  it 
was  adopted.  Mr.  K.  added,  that  the  system 
was  already  in  operation^  as  the  changes  pro- 
posed did  not  alter  essentially  the  specie  system 
adopted  by  the  Executive  since  the  Buspension 
of  spede  payments.  The  postponement  would 
give  ns  a  little  more  time  to  oteerre  the  work- 
ings of  tbe  system,  and  ascertain  the  wishes  of 
the  people.  He  was  glad  to  see  the  finances 
restored  to  Oongress,  uieir  lawfbl  gnardian,  on 
almost  any  terms ;  but  really  they  were  in  sucb 
a  worthless  and  rawed  condition,  from  Execu- 
tive manipalation,  timt  it  was  cUfllcnlt  to  say 
what  dtsporiti(ni  had  better  be  made  of  them. 

Mr.  E.  said  he  doubted  whether  he  ought  to 
detun  the  Senate  to  say  any  thing  npon  the 
causes  of  Ibe  present  distress,  which  had  called 
Congress  together.  As  this  snlfject  had  been 
dwelt  upon,  however,  by  every  speaker  who 
had  preceded  him,  and  was  certainly  of  great 
importance  to  tbe  country,  it  was  perhaps  tbe 
duty  of  every  member  to  give  bis  views  upon 
the  snbjeot  The  subject,  said  he,  is  too  im- 
portant to  be  trified  with.  It  comes  to  the 
doors  and  dwellings^  and  reaches  tbe  bread  and 
business  of  every  citizen,  of  every  condition; 
and' I  ahaU  give  my  views,  however  unwilling- 
ly, uninfluenced  by  all  personal  jHendships  and 
party  associations.  Unless  we  ascertain  tbe 
causes  which  have  so  strangely  brought  the 
oonntry  into  its  present  distressed  condmon,  in 
a  time  of  profound  peace,  we  shall  neither 
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know  how  to  apply  present  remedies  nor  avoid 
omilar  evils  in  fatnre. 

[Here  Ur.  King  entered  into  in  extended  expla- 
nation of  the  causes  Tbich  produced  the  present  dls- 
trea,  e^qtloring  for  that  pmpoae  the  finindil  and 
commeidal  opentioiw  of  Bngtend  H  vcfl  of  tile 
tJnited  States ;  and  oontinaed :] 

Let  US  now  return  to  the  United  States.  In 
Jane,  1836,  the  min  threatened  so  largo  an 
accumulation  of  the  publio  mouej,  and  the  uses 
that  were  made  of  it,  and  the  nnaoimd  state  of 
the  curroncx  generallj,  was  so  manifest  that  all 
puties  united  in  the  oinnicoi  that  sonntbing 
must  be  done  with  it  Aftw  foil  disoosrion 
and  great  deliberation,  Oongress,  with  nnoom- 
mon  nnanimity,  adopted  the  law  to  distribute 
the  deposits  among  the  States.  Though  no 
measure  could  be  free  firom  objection,  this  was 
certainly  the  wisest  that  oonld  bare  been  adopt- 
ed in  n^brence  to  the  end  proposed.  It  deplet- 
ed the  Treasurj,  and  checked  over-issaes,  bj  a 
public  law,  vith.  full  notice,  easy  terms,  and 
ample  time  for  its  execution.  The  President 
was,  unfortunately,  opposed  to  it,  and  seemed 
determined,  not  011I7  to  use  eveij  means  to 
preront  its  effldenoy,  but  to  raerent  its  opera- 
tion on  the  Western  and  Soath-weatem  deposit 
banks,  wliidi,  in  Cut,  most  needed  its  operation. 
With  this  view,  he  adopted  the  Cbouhu  speole 
circular — a  sort  of  order  in  ooondl— thon^ 
the  identical  measure  had  been  a  few  days 
fore  pn^HMed  aa  a  le^dative  meaaiir&  and, 
with  almost  per&et  uunindty,  r^eoted  by  the 
Senate. 

The  prinoipal,  perhaps  only,  object  of  this 
measure  was  to  save  ftom  explonon  some  of 
the  tottering  deposit  banks  in  the  West  and 
Sonth-west,  when  they  should  be  called  on  to 
comply  with  the  deposit  law,  and  snrrender  the 
public  money.  His  olject  ooold  not  have  been 
to  prevent  over-issnea,  such  an  ol^ect  being  in- 
consistent with  his  opposition  to  the  depodt 
bin,  which  was  certainly,  of  all  oOien,  the  best 
OMioetved  for  that  purpose.  Whatever  might 
have  been  the  motive,  the  measttfe  was  an  nn- 
wise  and  unfortnn^  one,  deranging  the  whole 
internal  commerce  of  the  ooantry,  producing 
panic,  breaking  up  ezobaDges,  and  destroying 
credit,  at  the  very  time,  of  ail  others,  when  the 
country  should  have  been  pemiitted  to  make 
the  best  of  its  resources,  without  violence  or 
surprise. 

Mr.  E.  said  the  United  States  Bank,  though 
no  longer  in  existence,  had  been  the  uieme  of 
every  gentleman  who  had  addressed  the  Senate. 
He  uioold  SOT-  no  more  of  it  than  was  necessary 
to  JosUfy  and  drfend  himad^  and  the  nnmerons 
friends  of  the  admii^stration  who  had  beUeved 
in  the  ntUity  of  that  iostitation.  His  defence 
was  fully  justified;  for,  although  that 
tntion  was  established  by  the  democratic  par^, 
every  fnend  of  it  was  placed,  in  sweeping  de- 
DUQcistions,  among  aristocrats,  rogoes,  and  con- 
qdratora;  ranked  with  the  "Biddlea  and  the 
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Barings,  and  the  banks,"  and  set  upon  in  fldl 
cry  by  dnnoes  and  danagoguea,  anziouB  mly 
to  turn  attention  from  tirar  own  misohlevons 
blunders  and  errors. 

When  he  came  to  maturity,  he  said,  he  found 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  snocesaful  and 
happy  operation.  He  learned  its  history,  and 
found  that  it  was  established  by  the  party  to 
which  he  had  always  been  attaiohed,  with  the 
immortal  Uadison  at  their  head;  who  after 
fatal  experience  had  changed  his  opinion  on  the 
subject  This  paternity  recommended  it,  but 
reflection  aa  well  as  experieooe  eonvinoed  him 
of  its  gr«it  utility  as  a  finandal  agent  to  the 
Govenunent,  as  an  aid  to  internal  and  extenial 
eommense,  and  a  wholesome  regnlator  ot  ao 
otherwise  nnregnlated  paper  system.  As  aa 
ori^^nal  question,  he  was  and  ever  had  bem 
opposed  to  tiie  whole  paper  system,  but  the 
system  certidnly  had  many  advantages  in  a  flwe 
country,  and  moreover  was  fixed  upon  us,  and 
no  one  generation  either  could  or  would  bear 
the  sacnflces  it  would  cost  to  get  rid  of  it 
And  (added  he)  the  pn^ress  we  should  make 
in  getting  rid  of  the  system  and  its  abuses,  by 
putting  down  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
was  pre^cted  by  me  in  tiie  Senate  in  1884. 
Sir,  the  great  tnnperanoe  president  w'tem- 
pwinoe  r^imner,  Mr.  Ddavan,  who  sends  ns 
so  many  tempenmoe  papers,  ndj^t  Just  as  weD 
have  undertaken  to  enoonnige  the  oause  of 
temperance  in  which  he  is  engaged,  by  break- 
ing 1^  one  respectable  grocery  in  Ghestnut 
street,  that  he  might  raise  up  SOO  gn^  shops  la 
the  Libwties,  the  villages,  and  the  Western 
wilderness.  He  thought  it  the  part  ctf  wisdom 
not  to  waste  itself  on  impracticable  extremes, 
but  to  secure  the  blessings  of  the  ^tem,  and 
avoid  as  many  of  its  evils  as  possible.  This  he 
thought  was  best  efifected  by  a  national  bank, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Treasury.  The  vast  extent 
of  our  country  jrave  fell  tirae  to  such  an  insti- 
tution to  lop  <m  redundandes  and  fill  up  de- 
fidendes  <m  notice  of  an  insularity  in  the 
ourreney,  in  any  par^ndar  seenons  before  the 
effset  became  gmeral.  It  was  eleaily  the  in- 
terest of  snbh  an  institution  to  perform  these 
duties  fUthfldly.  Its  own  sacoewfol  operation 
in  a  great  measure  depended  on  it ;  which  was 
the  oust  guaranty  to  the  pnblic  that  they  would 
be  so  pwfonned.  He  also  believed  tiiat  the 
money  of  the  nation  could  be  entrusted  to  no 
agency  so  little  dangerous  to  liberty,  or  so  un- 
likely to  use  it  for  political  purposes.  ^^V^ 
rience  proved  the  truth  of  this  opinion.  We 
had,  agun,  the  best  of  all  security — ^that  is,  the 
security  of  Interest  Co  engage  in  politics,  or 
unite  itself  with  a  political  party,  is  death  to 
the  inatitntion.  What  evidence  had  been 
shown,  or  oonld  be  shown,  that  the  bank  ever 
hinted  an  interforenoe  wnh  polities,  nntil  It 
supposed  the  Executive  to  make  an  overture 
for  that  purpose  t  In  16S9  the  Executive  com- 
menced a  correspondence  with  the  bank  to 
procure  a  change  in  tiie  president  of  the  New 
Hampshire  brauoh.  He  did  not  si^  Uiat  ai^- 
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tibinff  improper  was  intended  the  Exeeatire, 
bnt  it'  was  the  first  interferenoe  of  the  land, 
and  the  bank  supposed  it  to  be  an  attempt  to 
enlist  it  in  potitios,  and  unite  the  power  of  the 
bank  with  the  power  of  the  GoTemment.  It 
declined  on  the  ground  that  the  bank  never 
had  and  oould  not  now  think  of  interfering  in 
the  politics  of  the  comitry.  The  rest  is  known, 
^e  Messaae  followed  with  a  charge  of  what 
nobody  had  ever  heard  of  before,  and  recom- 
mending a  Treasorj  bank,  uniting  the  power 
and  patronage  of  a  bank  to  that  of  the  Qovem- 
ment.  From  that  time  forth  the  Executive 
ocmttnned  to  abrogf^e  for  tiie  mffosy  power 
until  it  took  poasesdon  of  it  in  1888^  by  the 
removal  of  the  deposlta.  I  only  mention  these 
foots,  sir,  to  prove  the  great  reluctance  with 
whic^i  such  an  institution  will  always  engage 
in  politics.  Its  interest  requires  the  custom 
and  friendship  of  both  political  parties,  and  it 
cannot  prosper  against  a  war  by  either.  The 
money  power  of  the  Treasury  is  great,  let  it  be 
lodged  where  it  will ;  bn^  for  the  reasons 
atated,  I  believe  it  is  less  in  a  national  bank, 
connected  with  and  dependent  on  the  bouness 
of  the  country,  than  in  any  other.  There  was 
no  danger  of  the  political  influence  of  a  bank, 
if  the  £xeoat3T«  would  let  It  alone.  Borne 
admitted  that  the  bank  had  been  improperly 
attaoked,  but  that,  bein^  attacked,  it  had  ovw* 
issned  and  othervrise  mismanaged  in  its  strag- 
gles for  a  reoharter.  This  might  be  true  to 
some  extent ;  bnt,  if  so,  it  is  more  an  objection 
to  the  direction  than  the  institution,  and  might 
be  prevented  by  a  simple  provision  in  the 
(diarter,  which  tiie  old  onarter  ought  to  have 
contained. 

Sir,  these  are  the  opinions  I  have  always 
entertuned,  and  were  the  opinions  of  my  then 
odleagne,  when  I  came  into  the  Senate ;  they 
were  known  to  our  constituents.  Bat  as  this 
was  a  matter  of  expediency,  on  which  they 
had  a  rif^t  to  judge,  th«y  expected  to  be^  and 
ahaU  be,  refveeeiited;  and  tlwir  wishes^  when 
I  last  hmrd  from  them,  were  against  a  national 
bank.  In  fact,  although  I  believe  it  unfortunate 
that  the  old  bank  was  destroyed,  the  question 
iji  establishing  a  new  one,  at  this  time,  is  a 
very  different  qnestion.  Under  our  anti-bank 
administration,  the  bank  capital  has  been  much 
more  than  doubled  in  a  few  years.  Is  it  ex- 
pedient to  add  to  it?  If  so,  the  praoticability 
of  oontrolliag  it,  by  a  national  bank  of  permis- 
sible uze,  and  the  manner  of  doing  it,  are 
important  questions.  The  present  rate  of  ex- 
change, too,  would  render  it  difficult  to  procure 
q>ecie  for  uie  institot^onf  and  create  a  demand 
tar  ii,  tbat  woold,  for  the  presei^  add  to  the 
distresa  There  were  some  other  reasoiiB  that 
had  been  referred  to^  bnt  whioh  he  could  not, 
at  this  time,  notice. 

Bnt,  we  are  gravely  told,  sir,  that  the  "  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  with  its  '  still  greater 
atrmgtb,'  has  not  been  able  to  prevent  the 
present  state  of  affiurs ;  that  it  *  has  not  been 
able  to  check  other  instttotiona,  or  save  itsdf.' " 


This  reference  to  the  bank  would  have  done 
very  well  for  a  party  newspi4>er ;  bnt^  I  must 
confess,  I  was  somewhat  astonished  to  find  it 
in  a  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  the  most  igno- 
rant can  be  deceived  by  this  catoh  at  a  mere 
name  ?  Who  ever  thought  of  holding  the  Buik 
of  the  United  Stetes  responsihle  for  the  cur- 
rency, or  as  a  financial  regulator,  after  the 
withdrawal  of  its  brauohee,  or  even  after  the 
removal  of  the  deponts  ?  What  obligation  was 
it  under  to  the  public,  after  the  public  had 
taken  aw^  the  deports  and  dispeoised  with  its 
services  f  Was  it  under  any  very  strtHig  oldi- 
gation,  if  it  had  the  power,  to  aiA  the  Execativa 
in  an  expoimoit  made  at  its  expense,  and  In- 
tended for  its  destmctioni  I  should  think  not ; 
and  to  hold  a  State  bank  responsible  becanse 
it  is  called  "  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
is  alnolntely  ridioulous.  It  has  fallen  into  Une 
with  the  multitude  of  State  banks  created  under 
the  late  administration.  It  has  supported  hia 
"  policy  "  by  importing  specie  on  credit,  that 
it  might  h^h  more  paper  upon  it.  It  has 
gloriw  in  the  conAiraon  of  the  exchanges,  by 
which  it  has  made  millions,  la  short,  Iu:e  the 
rest  of  the  Steto  banka  it  has  gone  for  making 
money ;  it  has  Jdned  its  fortunes  with  the 
State  banks ;  it  has  borrowed  apede  like  the 
State  banks;  has  e^umded  with  the  State 
banks;  has  shaved  with  the  State  banks;  has 
fidled  with  the  State  banks,  and  is  a  State 
bank,  and  yet  it  is  held  responmble  to  die 
counti7  as  a  national  bank.  Sir,  it  is  no  more 
a  United  States  Bank,  and  not  so  much  as  the 
littie  Burlington  bank,  which  produced  such  a 
ha^py  effect  with  a  modicum  of  the  spoils  sent 
to  It,  and  presungly  sent  for  more  to  operate  on 
the  elections,  "in  anticipation  of  the  wool 
clip."  There  is  a  United  States  Bank  for  ye, 
esteblished  by  the  Executive  to  prevent  the 
public  money  from  bdng  employed  to  operate 
on  the  politics  of  the  ooimtry  I 

Why,  then,  tiiese  Tallant  <^ai^  upon  a 
(^ostt  tills  wsr  mm  a  sign?  these  tOts  upcm 
a  tombstcoie  t  Th^  are  about  as  naefol,  and 
about  as  rational,  as  the  chai^  of  the  redoubt- 
able Don  Qtdxote  upon  the  windmills. 

In  connection  witn  these  perpetual  effbrts  to 
fHghten  us  with  ghosts  and  "  thiuga  that  are 
not,"  ^r.  E.  said  he  had  never  had  his  demo- 
cratic feelings  so  shocked  as  they  had  been  b7 
a  sentiment  oi  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  CixHouif,)  warmly  applauded  by  his  friend 
near  him,  (Ur.  Stbaitox.)  We  were  told  that, 
though  expedient,  we  should  not  make  this 
State  bank  a  depodtory,  '*  because  it  would  be  a 
triumph  over  the  Govenunaitl "  What  Gor- 
enunentl  Tbe  **  Oovemmuit "  at  the 
mitag&  or  the  Government  at  the  White 
House  t  These  Goveniments  were  both,  to 
be  sure,  supposed  to  be  inimical  to  the  present 
State  bank,  because  they  did  not  like  Mr.  Bid* 
die,  its  president,  who  was  formerly  president 
of  the  national  institution.  But  wliat  had  the 
QoTemment  to  do  with  the  present  State 
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InstitnUont  He  had  eapposed^  until  1^1]r, 
that  the  GoTermnent  meant  the  l^slatire 
power,  as  established  hr  the  owststattoii ;  and, 
tf  the  people,  thnragh  their  repnmniatiTea, 
aoocnfdiiw  to  the  forms  oi  the  oooatitntirai, 
dunild  mem  It  expedient  to  ouke  anj  State 
butHotion  adepoettory,  it  would  be  no  objeetion 
with  him  that  either  the  ex-President  or  pre»- 
ent  ExecDUve  wu  sQpposed  to  be  inimi<^  to 
one  of  its  oflBoOTs.  X  do  not  propose  (said  he) 
to  mBke  this  institDtion  a  depontory,  and  no- 
body baa  pn^KHed  or  thought  of  proposing  it, 
so  nr  as  I  know.  Vhy,  tlun,  this  war-whoop 
sgwnst  it  f  To  show  our  deTotion  to  the  sap- 
posed  Executive  will!  "A  change,  what  a 
ehonge,"  has  been  produced  in  the  tone  of 
American  feeling  by  these  violent  encroach' 
menta  and  recent  trinmphs  of  the  Ezeontire 
over  the  L^IslatiTe  anthority,  in  relstim  to< 
the  finanoes  1  All  eyes  are  tnnted  to  the  Exeo> 
uUve.  Hie  Bfltiit  cfoar  faOktm  has  fled.  Tlie 
blood  <tf  '76  has  ran  out  Sir,  there  have  been 
more  gray  hairs  bronght  upon  the  head  of  oar 
yoathftal  and  vigorons  repuUio  in  the  last  four 
years,  than  ought  to  have  grown  Qp<Ht  it  in  one 
entire  oentnry  of  quiet  and  peocenil  adminis- 
tration, with  the  constitntional  co-operation  of 
lite  legislative  departments. 

My  friends  need  not  be  astonished  at  the 
freedom  with  which  I  express  these  sentiments. 
They  believe  with  me,  they  have  acted  with 
me.  We  have  vainly  stood  up  together  against 
the  will  of  the  Szecative.  Our  efforts  have 
been  impotent.  We  have  beat  trami^ed  under 
foot  The  Exeeittive  has  had  his  way,  and  we 
eee  the  resnlt.  I  only  wish  my  ftienas  to  Join 
me  In  making  a  firm  stand,  to  teach  the  Execu- 
tive that  his  fHends  are  to  be  consulted  in 
measures  of  such  immense  importance  to  the 
people  as  tiiose  by  which  our  flnanoee  have 
been  rmned.  I  uve  no  Idea  <tf  deserting 
them,  rir;  they  need  not  Apprehend  that  I 
am  only  expressing  freely  sentiments  I  and  they 
have  entertuned,  and  not  very  oarefhlly  con- 
cealed. I  am  a  party  man,  sir.  All  I  am  as  a 
politician  I  was  made  so  by  party.  I  have  no 
fiympatiiies  with  any  other  party  except  that 
with  whi<A  I  have  always  acted,  and  by  which 
I  have  been  honored.  I  respect  my  political 
opponents  as  my  fellow-oitizeaa,  living  under 
the  same  laws,  snUeot  to  the  seme  Gorem- 
meat,  and  equally  bimest  and  patriotic  with 
myselt  But  I  differ  with  ^em  m  some  of  the 
essential  and  fondamentiQ  principles  upon  which 
our  CtoTBmment  iSiould  oe  aui^nii^sred,  and 
have  nothing  to  ask,  and  notiiing  to  expect  ftmn 
them. 

I  am  a  democrat,  a  real  democrat  I  do 
not  make  the  profession  ad  eaptandum;  I  fear 
it  is  becoming  rather  unpopular ;  but  my  early 
habits  and  yonthfol  associations  made  me  bo. 
In  fact,  the  sentiment  was  planted  in  my  heart 
by  natnre,  cultivated  by  education,  and  ap- 
proved by  reason.  I  believe  a  democratio  re- 
public to  be  the  most  philosophical  govern- 
ment, and  best  oakalatoa  t»  develop  the  ener^ 
YobXIIL— M 


^es  and  sost^n  the  dignity  of  man,  so  long  as 
uie  pet^Ie  have  suffident  inteUigence  to  qualify 
them  for  self-government  I,  werefimlT  abhor 
tyranny  and  irreqmnuUe  power  in  evoy  po»> 
rible  form  in  which  it  can  be  presented ;  whether 
it  be  presented  in  the  hypocritical  garb  of  re- 
publican homespun,  or  tinselled  over  in  the 
guttering  tn^tngs  of  royalty.  I  go  for  a 
strict  construction  of  the  ocHutitotion,  limited 
Exeoutive  patronage,  and  an  eoonomical  admin- 
ifitraticm  of  the  Govermnent;  and  you  will 
never  find  me  here,  sir,  with  democracy  and 
economy  upon  the  lips,  and  tyranny  and  plunder 
in  the  heart.  "I  bori*ow  no  false  liveries 
from  heaven  to  serve  the  devil  in." 

Mr.  K.,  after  some  farther  remarks,  ooncdad- 
ed  this  branch  of  the  subject  by  saying,  that  he 
had  fall  confidence  tiiat  the  Present,  when 
some  present  diffinlties  were  removed,  would 
adminuter  his  department  with  wisdom  and 
patriotinn,  and  he  hmed  and  ezpeoted  to  be 
able  to  give  him  his  foeble  sni^rt  But  he 
Just  wished  to  tell  him  now  that,  if  he  intended 
"  to  tread  in  the  footsteps  "  of  his  predeceesw, 
in  trampling  on  the  legtdative  authority,  in  the 
management  of  a  subject  of  all  othen  <A  the 
roost  miportance  to  the  people,  he  should  feel 
it  his  dnty  to  Jostle  him  oat  of  them.  He 
nevi^  wonld  consent  (he  said)  to  surrender  the 
finances  to  the  exclurive  control  of  the  Execu- 
tive. If  we  did  this,  we  should  share  t^e  fate 
of  every  other  nation  who  had  submitted  to 
Executive  financiering :  we  should  first  become 
a  nation  of  beggars,  and  then  a  nation  of 
slaves. 

Hr.  K  said  he  had  been  led  <m  to  a  Imgtii 
altogether  unexpected  to  htmseli^  and  he  fened 
tiresome  to  the  Senate.  Several  other  topics 
had  been  su^ested  by  the  remarks  of  other 
gentiemeo,  th^  he  wonld  like  to  touch,  but  he 
would  dispense  with  them,  and  come  to  a  con- 
clusion, after  a  few  words  more  upon  the  bill 
and  amendment  under  consideration.  As  to 
t^e  separation  from  the  State  banks  as  deposi- 
tories, he  oonoeived  that  a  matter  of  no  great 
consequence,  if  In  the  detiuls  we  could  provide 
safety  to  the  money,  and  guard  against  too 
much  patronage  and  expense.  Bat  uie  bill  h« 
thongfat  imperfect  and  obscure  on  both  these 
points.  And  when  we  had  passed  the  hillf  we 
should  have  but  Uttie  idea  <tf  what  we  had 
donCf 

As  to  the  amendment  proposed,  which  re- 
stricted the  receipts  of  the  Government  to 
g(^d  and  silver,  he  could  nevw  consent  to  think 
of  ft,  without  hearing  from  his  oonstitnents,  so 
long  as  specie  is  not  the  common  earren<7, 
used  by  the  people  in  the  bonness  transactions 
of  the  country.  They  are  never  j)repared  with 
a  currency  not  in  common  circnlation,  and  would 
often  and  truly  be  reminded  of  tiie  Roman 
quffistors,  who  were  in  the  habit,  among  othw 
acts  of  tyranny,  of  demanding  particular  kinds 
oi  maaey  for  ufe  purposes  of  ext<^on.  Here, 
11,000  spede  gatiierers^  demanding  a  cnrrencf 
not  flnmshed  the  people  by  their  own  6tate% 
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or  by  the  ordinary  circulation,  will  give  them 
more  trouble  than  all  their  other  pecmiiary 
transa^ons,  and,  being  different  to  the  do- 
mandfl  made  upon  them  for  State  taxes, 
^ve  to  the  Federal  OoTemment  an  alien  obar- 
acter  of  tyranny  and  oppreadon.  He  could 
irot  oonoeive,  he  said,  of  a  meaanre  better  cal- 
culated to  fpvo  to  the  GoTenunent  of  &e  Union 
the  appearance  of  a  fordgn  Government,  and 
alienate  the  affeotiona  the  people  ftom  it, 
than  the  measure  proposed. 

Mr.  Rites  rose,  and  said  he  woold  ask  leave 
of  the  Senate  to  say  a  few  words  which  he 
meant  to  say  yesterday,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  ^>eakinff  of  another  Senator,  (Mr.  Bbntok.) 
Hr.  K.  said  ne  rose  to  protest  against  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  cmestion  had  been,  and  con- 
tinned  to  be,  treated  by  the  Senator  from  Soath 
OarolioA.  That  gentleman  argned  as  if  there 
were  some  proposition  before  the  Senate  to  re- 
establish the  Bank  ot  the  United  States,  or  to 
eonCsr  upon  the  existing  Penn^vaiua  Bimk  of 
the  United  States  some  spedal  and  important 
privil^e.  Bat,  sir,  is  there  any  question  o( 
that  sort  really  before  the  Senate  f  The  qaes- 
tion  presented  by  the  proposition  on  yoor  table 
is,  whether  the  notes  of  banlcs  generally,  when 
they  shall  have  resamed  specie  payments,  onsht 
not,  nnder  certain  limitations,  to  be  received  in 

Eayment  of  the  pnblic  dn^  as  they  heretofore 
ave  been  from  the  origin  of  the  Oovemment 
down  to  the  present  time,  or  whether  they 
shell  he  altogether  excluded  in  fhtare,  and 
nothing  be  received  in  payment  of  the  pnblio 
revenue  bat  gold  and  ^verf  The  qnestios, 
then,  is  one  which  involves  alike  the  whole , 
^ht  himdred  State  banks  in  the  Union*  oon- 
stitating  that  system  ot  oredit  under  wUch,  | 
whatever  may  have  been  its  occanonal  excesses, 
the  conntry  has  heretofore  attained  an  unparal- 
leled faei^t  of  prosperity,  and  has  no  niedal 
reference  whatever  to  the  Bank  the  United 
States. 

It  does  seem  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  this 
perpetoal  and  gratnitons  introduction  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  into  this  debate, 
with  which  it  has  no  connection,  as  if  to  alarm 
the  imannations  of  grave  Senators,  is  bat  a 
poor  evidence  of  the  Intrinsic  strength  of  the 
gentleman's  cause.  Hnch  has  been  said  of 
argumfflit  ad  captandum  in  the  course  of  this 
diaooarion.  I  have  heard  none  that  can  oom- 
XHure  with  this  aolonn  stalking  of  the  ghrat  of 
the  Bai|k  of  the  United  St^  through  this 
hdl  to  "filf^ten  Senators  frcon  th^r  propriety." 
I  am  as  mach  opposed  to  that  insUtation  as 
the  gentleman  or  any  one  else  is  or  can  he.  I 
think  I  may  say  I  have  given  some  proofs  of 
it.  The  gentleman  himeslf  acquits  me  of  any 
design  to  favor  the  interest  of  that  institatiAi, 
while  he  says  such  is  the  necessary  consequence 
of  my  proposition.  The  suggestion  is  advanced 
for  effect,  and  then  retracted  in  form.  What- 
ever be  the  new-born  zeal  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  against  the  Bank  of  the  United 
fitatea,  Z  flatter  myself  tiiat  I  stand  in  a  poti- 
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tion  that  places  me,  at  least,  as  much  above 
suspicion  of  an  undue  leaning  in  favor  of  Uiat 
institatioa  as  the  honorable  gentleman.  If  I 
mistake  not,  it  was  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  who  introdnoed  and  supported  the 
hill  for  the  charter  <tf  the  United  States  Bank 
in  1S16 ;  it  vas  he^  also,  who  broodit  in  a  Mil 
in  1884,  to  extend  the  ohniw  of  uiat  insUta- 
tion  for  a  term  ot  twelve  years;  and  none 
were  more  eonspiouons  than  be  in  the  well> 
remembered  scenes  of  that  day,  in  urging  the 
restoration  of  the  Qovemmmt  deposits  to  tliia 
same  institution.  In  every  situation  of  public 
trust  in  which  I  have  been  placed  I  have  been 
the  constant  and  unvarying  op^nent  of  that 
institution ;  and  in  this  body,  in  1834,  while 
the  Senator  fi'om  South  Carolina,  with  his 
accustomed  ability,  was  urging  the  restoration 
•of  the  public  deposits  to  it,  (a  triumph,  indeed, 
over  the  Government  of  Ihe  country,  which 
the  honorable  Smator  now  so  bitterly  de[ffe- 
cates,)  I  stood  up  hero  and  resisted  that  meas- 
ure with  every  faculty  I  possessed,  and  sacri- 
ficed, as  is  well  known,  m^  pditieal  eziatraoe 
to  the  force  of  my  convictions  on  the  snMeet; 
convictions  which,  I  take  leave  to  say,  nave 
strengthened  with  every  day's  observation  and 
reflection  since.  When  I  recollect  these  things, 
it  seems  to  me  "  strange,  passing  stnmge,"  that 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  should  now 
appear  as  the  especial  and  sworn  adversary  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  while  I  am  held 
up  in  the  attitude  of  promoting  the  viewa  and 
favoring  the  interests  of  that  institution. 

While  I  am  up,  (s^  Mr.  R.,)  I  beg  leave  to 
aay  a  word  in  answer  to  an  obs^vation  of  the 
Senator  frmn  Miasoori,  (Mr.  BBimnr.)  That 
gentleman  said,  if  I  viahed  to  understand  the 
true  character  of  my  propontira,!  bad  only  to 
look  over  my  rif^t  uioulder,  and  see  who  were 
Ukely  to  support  it.  [Mr.  Clat,  Mr.  Wkbstbb, 
and  other  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition,  nt  in 
that  direction  from  Mr.  Rivxa.]  I  thank  God, 
Mr.  Prendent,  that  I  have  a  higher  rule  of 
action  on  this  floor  than  any  consideration  of 
who  is,  or  who  is  not,  to  vote  with  me.  I  look 
at  the  merits  of  the  proposition  itself;  and  if  it 
be  for  the  good  of  the  country,  I  go  for  it, 
whoever  may  vote  with  me  or  agdnst  me.  If 
the  Senator  knows  that  I  am  to  derive  support 
to  my  proposition  from  gentiemen  over  my 
right  dioolder,  he  knows  more  than  I  da  I 
have  had  no  commnniMtion  with  any  of  thoaa 
gentiemen,  whidi  anthorizeB  me  to  expect  th«r 
snpport.  Many  of  them  voted,  during  the  bat 
session,  for  the  same  propositi<m,  in  common 
with  five-siztha  of  the  fHends  of  the  admini^ 
tration,  and  they  may  do  so  ^ain.  I  occupy 
the  same  pontion  now  that  I  did  tiien.  If 
other  i^tlemen  have  seen  cause  to  changa 
their  views,  I  have  not.  On  the  contrary,  the 
present  condition  of  the  country  furnishes,  in 
my  estimation,  new  motives  to  bring  forward 
the  proi>osition,  which  then  received  nearly  the 
unanimous  sanction  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. It  is  iffiposuUe  that  the  banking  inati- 
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tations  of  the  comitrj,  on  whose  speedy  retarn 
to  specie  payment  the  sonndness  of  the  cnrrency 
and  every  other  interest  of  society  nov  de|>end, 
can  rise  up  from  their  prostrate  condition, 
vithont  some  measore  of  this  sort.  The  peo- 
ple wish  to  we  an  of  tills  paper  money, 
(properly  so  called  when  iDcoDTerttble  into 
specie,)  which  the  gentleman  from  Hissonri  sp 
much  deprecated.  No  one  has  a  stronger  sense 
of  its  evils  and  dangers  than  I  have.  But  we 
eb^l  in  vain  att^npt  to  get  rid  of  it,  in  my 
hnmble  judgment,  without  some  measure  of  the 
character  I  have  proposed.  I  am  nnwilling  to 
go  back  to  my  constituents  without  having  first 
done  something  for  the  relief  of  the  people, 
as  well  03  the  Government.  I  am  unwimng 
that  the  American  people  shall  witness  an  ad- 
joummrat  of  this  body  without  the  passage 
of  some  measnre  of  a  healing  and  salataiy  char- 
acter, la  relation  to  the  currency  of  the  ooantry. 

When  the  sub-Treasnry  scheme  was  intro- 
duced into  tlie  Hoose  of  Representatives  in 
1884,  out  of  the  meagre  number  of  83  votes  it 
then  received,  there  was  but  one  friend  of  the 
administration  who  voted  in  favor  of  it.  It 
was  then  denounced,  under  the  aospices  and  in 
£he  name  of  the  administration,  as  revolution- 
ary, disoi^anizing,  anti-republican,  and  tending 
to  eidarge  Ezecative  power,  and  place  in  ite 
hands  Uie  means  of  corruption.  Believing 
now,  as  I  did  then,  that  such  is  tbe  true  char- 
actor  and  tondency  of  the  measure,  I  adhere  to 
the  ground  taken  by  the  republican  party  in 
1884 ;  and  I  will  use  evwy  we^ion  which 
reason  and  agument  can  fbrmah  In  opporition 
to  It  I,  for  one,  will  not  bo  afraid  to  act  with 
individual,  or  any  ^rty,  in  rerasting  a 
scheme  which,  however  it  may  be  viewed  by 
otiiersj  I  firmly  believe  to  be  fraught  wiui 
danger  to  the  best  interests  of  my  country; 
and  in  doing  so,  so  far  from  abandoning,  I  but 
maintain  the  more  dosely,  my  republican  faitii. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  this  attack  of  the  Senator 
is  very  extraordinary.  Yesterday,  in  the  oonrse 
(kT  my  argument,  I  endeavored  to  show  that 
his  propoffltion  would  inure  to  the  benefit  of 
liie  PenuBylvania  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  I  stated  my  reasons.  I  believed  he  did 
not  contemplate  it  in  that  ligiit,  but  Z  did;  and 
I  said  to  the  Seiutor,  you  hud  out  a  powerftd 
temptation  to  the  banks.  I  stated  that  the 
stnnig  banks,  and  th^  alone,  would  take  the 
benmt  of  thu  measure,  with  the  United  States 
Bulk  at  their  head.  Their  predominating  in- 
fluence over  every  other  bank  was  inevitable ; 
and  if  they  got  it,  they  would  hold  it  in  per- 
petuo.  They  would  make  the  necessary  sacri- 
fice in  the  resumption  of  spe<ue  payments,  and 
tills  bill  would  serve  as  tne  motive;  and,  if 
Mr.  Biddle  tried,  he  would  get  it.  And  now, 
twen^-four  hours  afterwards,  I  am  sorptised 

thu  stOTm  of  passion  and  penonal  atta(^ 
when  I  acquitted  the  gentiemaa<tf  all  impn^r 
intoittnu. 

The  gentieman  k^b  that  in  1884  I  was  hi 
fiiTor  of  rastoiring  the  d^oaita.  I  was  ao ;  and 
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I  now,  as  then,  think  they  were  unnecessariiy 
and  illegally  removed,  and  that  it  was  one  of 
the  accelerating  cansea  of  the  catastrophe  which 
he  so  much  laments.  ITew  zeal  1  A  new  con- 
vert I  I  never  made  stronger  dedarations  in 
my  life  of  the  bulking  system  than  at  that 
time.  I  said  the  whole  system  was  hostile  to 
liberty.  I  was  then  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States ;  but  not  so  as  to  qualify  my 
position  relative  to  banking.  I  wont  farther, 
and  told  the  Senator  and  otiiere,  your  system 
will  fail  if  you  retain  a  connection  witii  the 
banks;  there  must  be  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  With  me  the  question  of  bank  or  no 
bank  had  reference  to  the  whole  banking 
system.  Has  he  any  foundation  on  which  be 
can  now  call  me  a  convert?  No,  sir,  I  have 
seen,  not  for  four,  but  fourteen  years,  that  tiie 
-issue  must  be  that  the  banks  wuVbe  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  the  Goveniment  the  banks ;  that,  . 
by  the  constant  tendency  to  increase  the  Issues 
of  paper,  the  banks  or  the  Government  must 
be  prostrated.  I  hardly  expected  to  see  that 
issue  in  my  day;  but  come  I  knew  and  dedared 
it  would,  sooner  or  later ;  and  when  the  ques- 
tion should  arise,  it  would  be  the  greatest  of 
modem  times.  I  would  lay  a  hundred  to  on& 
if  the  Senator's  bill  should  pass,  the  Unit^ 
States  Bank  will  monopolize  its  benefits.  Of 
his  remarks  I  will  only  say  that  they  were 
unworthy  of  him,  and  the  State  from  which  he 
comes. 

Ur.  Bbnton.  The  Senator  from  Yir^nia 
OS.T.  BnriB)  repeats  what  has  been  often  told, 
and  answered,  tiiat  the  friftods  of  tiie  adminia- 
tration  voted  in  a  body  anUnat  Ifr.  Gobdok's 
snb-Treasury  prq>oBition  in  1884k  They  did 
so,  and  for  a  reason  both  notorious  and  ^(H>d  at 
tl^t  time,  but  not  good  now.  The  admmistra- 
tion  could  not  cut  loose  from  the  local  banks 
then ;  they  were  allies  n^unst  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and,  as  such,  had  to  be  saved. 
They  were  the  '■^Half-way  Smite  "  in  getting 
from  the  National  bank  to  the  sub-Treasury ; 
and,  as  such,  had  to  be  maintained.  Th^  are 
no  longer  alUes,  or  a  half-way  station,  but  foes 
and  deserters.  They  have  cut  loose  feom  the 
government,  and  are  weight  in  fkvor  of  a 
national  bank ;  and  as  anoh  the  government  is 
now  done  witii  them.  It  was  expedient  to 
m^taln  the  connection  in  1884:  itiaexpedient 
to  let  it  rrauln  disaolved  now. 


MoNSAT,  September  26. 
iSub-Treaaur]/  BUI. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  imposing  additional  duties,  as  depoutories 
of  the  public  moneys,  on  certun  officers  of  the 
General  Government ;  together  with  Ur.  Ou- 
hodh's  and  Hr.  Bkktok's  amendments. 

Mr.  Out  commenced  by  obserTing  that 
feeling  an  anxious  desire  to  see  some  eflbctual 
plan  presented  to  correct  the  disorders  in  the 
cnrtency,  and  to  reatore  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  ne  had  avt^ded  preopitmng  himself 


Aifr-7V«Mmy  Bill. 


Digitized  by  Google 


404 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THB 


Into  the  debate  now  in  progress,  that  he  might 
attentively  examine  every  remedy  that  shoold 
be  proposed,  and  impartially  weigh  every  con- 
dderonon  urged  in  its  soppoit,  Ko  period  had 
ever  existed  m  this  comitryf  in  which  the  fittnre 
was  covered  by  a  darker,  denser,  or  more  im- 
penetrable gloom.  None,  in  which  the  duty 
was  BO  imperative  to  discard  all  passion  and 

!)rejadio&  all  pacty  ties,  and  previous  bias,  and 
ook  exclnsively  to  tiie  good  of  our  afflicted 
country.  In  one  respect-— and  he  tlionght  it  a 
fortunate  one— -our  present  difficulties  are  dis- 
tingniflhoble  from-former  domestic  tronblea,  and 
that  is  flidr  universality.  They  are  felt,  it  is 
true,  in  different  degrees,  but  they  reach  every 
Motion,  every  State,  every  intere^  almost  every 
nan  in  the  Union.  All  fed,  see,  hear,  know 
dieir  existence.  As  they  do  not  array,  like  our 
former  divlsionfl,  one  portion  of  the  ooiubderacy 
•  against  another,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  owomon 
suffering  may  lead  to  common  sympathies  and 
common  counsels,  and  that  we  shall,  at  no 
distant  day,  be  able  to  see  a  clear  way  of 
deliverance.  If  the  present  state  of  the  coun- 
try were  produced  by  the  fault  of  the  people ; 
If  it  proceeded  fVom  their  wasteful  extrava- 
gance and  their  indulgence  of  a  reckteas  spirit 
of  ruinous  speculation ;  if  public  measures  naid 
no  agency  wliatever  in  bringing  it  abont,  it 
wouu  nevOTtheless  be  the  dnt7  of  Goremment 
to  exert  all  its  en«^es  and  to  em^oy  all  its 
legitimate  powers  to  devise  an  efficacious  reme- 
dy. But  k  our  present  deplorable  condition 
has  sprung  from  our  rulers :  if  it  is  to  be 
clearly  traced  to  their  acts  aaa  operations,  that 
duty  becomes  infinitely  more  obligatory ;  and 
Government  would  be  fdthless  to  the  highest 
and  most  solemn  of  human  trusts  shoidd  it 
neglect  to  perform  it.  And  is  it  not  too  tme 
that  the  evils  which  surround  us  are  to  be 
ascribed  to  those  who  have  had  the  oondoot  of 
our  pubUo  affairs ! 

In  facing  at  the  past,  (oontinned  ID-.  C.,) 
nothing  con  be  further  from  my  intention  than 
to  extnte  angiy  foe^np,  or  to  find  grounds  of 
reproach.  It  would  be  far  more  eongenlal  to 
my  wishes  that,  on  this  occasion,  we  tAould 
forget  all  former  unh'^py  divisicHis  and  ani- 
moaities.  But,  in  order  to  discover  how  to  get 
ont  of  our  difficulties,  we  must  ascertain,  if  we 
can,  how  we  got  into  thera. 

Prior  to  tl^t  series  of  unfortunate  measures 
which  had  for  its  objeot  the  overthrow  of  the 
Bonk  of  the  United  States,  and  the  discon- 
tinuance of  its  fiscal  agency  for  the  GK>vem- 
ment,  no  people  upon  earth  ever  enjoyed  a 
better  currency,  or  nad  ezohanges  better  regu- 
lated, than  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Our  monetary  system  eppoani  to  have  attained 
as  great  perfection  as  any  thing  human  can 
possibly  reach.  The  oomUnation  of  tinited 
States  and  local  banks  presented  a  true  image 
of  our  system  of  Qeneral  and  State  Govern- 
ments, and  worked  quite  as  well.  Not  only 
within  the  oountry  had  we  a  local  and  a  general 
onrruioy,  perfoouy  sound;  but,  in  whatever 
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quarter  of  the  globe  American  commerce  had 
penetrated,  there  also  did  the  bills  of  the  Buik 
of  the  United  States  command  unbounded 
credit  and  confidoice.  Now  we  are  in  danger 
of  having  fixed  upon  us,  indefinitely  as  to  tbne^ 
that  meoinm — an  irredeemable  paper  currency, 
which,  by  the  universal  consent  of  the  com- 
mercial wwld,  is  r^srded  as  the  worst.  How 
has  this  reverse  come  upon  os?  Can  it  be 
doubted  that  it  is  the  result  of  those  measures 
to  which  I  have  adverted  f  "When  at  the  very 
moment  of  adopting  them,  the  vety  conse- 
quences which  have  happened  were  forettdd  as 
inevitaUe,  is  it  necessary  to  look  elsewhere  for 
their  cause  f  Never  was  prediction  more  dlft- 
tjnctly  made ;  never  was  fulfilment  more  literal 
luid  exact. 

Let  us  suppose  that  those  measures  had  not 
been  adopted;  that  the  Bonk  of  the  United 
States  hod  been  -reohartered;  that  the  pnbUo 
deposits  had  remained  undisturbed;  and  that 
the  Treasury  order  had  never  issued :  is  there 
not  every  reason  to  believe  that  we  should  be 
now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  sound  currency: 
that  the  public  deposits  would  be  now  Bide  and 
forthcoming;  and  that  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  m  Hay  last  would  not  have  hap- 
pened 1 

The  Ueasi^  to  reoondle  us  to  our  misfbr- 
tunes,  and  to  exonerate  Uie  measures  of  our 
own  Qovemment  fhnn  all  blame  in  producing 
the  present  state  of  things,  infers  to  the  condi- 
tion of  Europe,  and  especially  to  that  of  Great 
Britain.  It  alleges,  that  "in  both  countries 
we  have  witnessed  the  same  redundancy  of 
paper  money,  and  other  facilities  of  credit ;  the 
same  spirit  of  ^ouiation ;  tlie  some  partial  suc- 
cesses; the  same  difficulties  and  reverses;  and, 
at  length,  ned-ly  the  same  overwhehning  catas- 
trophe." 

Whatever  of  embarrassment  Europe  has 
recently  experienced  may  be  Batisfactcaily  ex- 
plained by  its  trade  and  connection  wlui  the 
iTnited  SUtea  The  degree  of  embarraasmuit 
has  hoen  marked,  in  the  oommercial  ooontries 
there,  by  the  de^ee  of  thdr  oonneotion  wiUi 
the  United  States.  All,  or  almort  all,  the  great 
fiailnres  in  Europe  have  been  of  houses  engaged 
in  the  American  trade.  Great  Britain,  whi<^ 
as  the  Message  Justly  observes,  maintains  the 
closest  relations  wiui  us,  has  suffered  most; 
France  next,  and  so  on,  in  the  order  of  th^ 

Cter  or  less  conmicrcial  intercourse  with  us. 
i  truly  was  it  said  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  that  the  recent  embarrassments  of 
Europe  were  the  embarrassments  of  a  creditor, 
from  whom  payment  was  withheld  by  the 
debtor,  and  from  whom  the  precious  metals 
have  been  unnecessarily  withdrawn  by  the 
po^cy  of  the  same  debtor. 

Knoe  tiie  intendty  of  snflfering,  and  the  dis- 
astrous state  oi  things  in  this  country,  have  far 
transcended  any  thing  tliat  has  oecorred  in 
Europe,  we  must  look  here  for  some  peculiar 
and  more  potent  causes  than  any  which  have 
been  in  oparatioa  there.  Theyaretobefoond 
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in  that  series  of  meaaares  to  whldi  I  have 
already  adverted. 

let.  The  veto  of  the  bank. 

2d.  The  removal  of  the  depositB,  with  the 
Urgent  b^nnction  of  Secretary  Taney  upon  the 
banks  to  enlarge  their  aoconunodatioos. 

Sd.  The  Kold  bill,  and  the  demand  of  gold 
for  the  fi»«gn  indamnitieB. 

4th.  Th»  olimuy  exeeation  ct  the  deposit 
lav:  and 

Sth,  The  Treasury  order  of  July,  1886. 

[Here  Mr.  Out  went  into  an  examination 
of  these  measores  to  show  that  the  inflated 
«ondition  of  the  country,  ihe  wild  q>ecalationa, 
t^hioh  had  risen  to  their  height  when  they 
began  to  be  checked  by  the  preparations  of  the 
local  banks  neoessary  to  meet  the  deposit  law 
of  June,  1836,  the  final  BOSpeoBion  of  specie 
payment  and  the  conaeqnent  disorders  in  the 
cnrrency,  commerce,  and  general  business  of 
the  country,  were  all  to  be  traced  to  the  in- 
fiaenee  of  the  measures  enumerated.  All  these 
emaee  operated  immediately,  ffireetly,  and 
powerftilly  npon  us,  and  their  effitets  were 
udlreetly  fAt  in  Europe.] 

The  Uessage  imputes  to  the  deposit  law  an 
agency  in  producing  the  existing  embarrass- 
ments. This  is  a  cnorge  frequently  mode  by 
the  Mends  of  the  odmTnistradon  against  that 
law.  It  is  true,  that  the  banks  haTing  in- 
creased their  accommodations,  in  conformity 
with  the  orders  of  Secretary  Taney,  it  might 
not  have  been  convenient  to  recall  and  pay 
them  over  for  public  ose.  It  is  true,  also,  tiiat 
the  manner  in  which  the  law  was  executed  by 
the  Treasury  Department,  transferring  large 
from  creditor  to  debtor  portions  of  the 
oountry,  witlKrat  regard  to  the  commerce  or 
biuiness  of  tiie  oountrr,  might  have  fugravated 
the  inoonnnienoe.  Bot  what  do  those  who 
object  to  flie  law  think  ought  to  have  been 
done  witli  the  snrplnses  which  had  accumnlat- 
ed,  and  were  d^y  aagmenting  to  such  an  enor- 
mous amount  in  uie  hands  of  id»  deposit  banks  f 
Were  they  to  be  incorporated  with  their  capi- 
tals, and  remain  there  for  the  benefit  of  uie 
stockholders  ?  Was  it  not  proper  and  just  that 
they  should  be  applied  to  the  uses  of  the  people 
fhmi  whom  they  were  collected  ?  And  when- 
ever and  however  taken  from  the  deposit  banks, 
would  not  inconvenience  necessarily  happen  t 

The  great  evil  under  whioh  the  oountry  la- 
bors is  the  suroesi^on  of  the  banks  to  paj 
specie,  Uie  total  derangement  in  all  domcsras 
exchanges,  and  the  paralyds  wUdi  has  oome 
over  the  whole  busmeaa  <if  the  country.  In 
r^rd  to  the  cnrrency,  it  is  not  that  a  g^ven 
amount  of  bank  notes  will  not  now  command 
as  much  as  the  same  amount  of  specie  would 
have  done  prior  to  the  eospension ;  W  tt  is  the 
future,  the  danger  of  an  inconvertible  paper 
money  being  indefinitely  or  permanently  fixed 
upon  the  people,  that  fills  tnem  with  appre- 
hensions. Our  great  object  should  be  to  re-es- 
tablish a  sound  curreiu^,  and  thereby,  to  restore 


the  exohanges  and  revive  the  business  of  the 
country. 

The  first  impression  which  the  measures 
brought  forward  by  the  adminisb'ation  make^ 
is,  that  they  oomAst  of  tomporary  expedients, 
looking  to  the  supply  of  tbe  necessities  of  the 
Treasury ;  for  so  £ar  as  any  of  them  possess  a 
permanent  oharaoter,  its  tendency  is  rather  to 
ag^vate  than  alleniUe  the  so&rii^  of  the 
peoide.  ITooe  of  them  porpose  to  reolaQr  the 
ai8(nYlen  In  tiw  actual  earroBOT  iMf  the  country; 
but  the  people,  the  States,  and  &eir  banks,  are 
left  to  enift  for  themselves  as  they  may  or  can. 
The  adminisfaration,  after  having  intervened 
between  the  States  and  their  banks,  taii  taken 
them  into  the  federal  service,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  States ;  after  having  puffed  and 
praised  them ;  after  having  brought  them,  or 
contributed  to  bring  them,  into  uieir  present 
ritnation,  now  snddenly  turns  its  back  upon 
them,  leaving  them  to  their  &tol  It  is  not 
content  with  that ;  it  must  absolutely  discredit 
their  issues.  And  the  ver^  people  who  were 
told  by  the  administration  that  tbese  banks 
woitld  sni^ly  them  with  a  better  oorreney,  ar« 
now  left  to  stmnde  as  they  can  with  the  veiT 
currency  which  tte  Qoverament  reoomntended 
to  them,  but  whioh  it  now  reftises  itself  to  re- 
oeivel 

The  professed  object  of  the  administraldon  is 
to  establish  what  it  terms  the  currrency  of  the 
constitution,  whioh  it  proposes  to  aooomplish 
by  restricting  the  Federal  Government,  in  nil 
receipts  and  payments,  to  the  exolurive  use  of 
specie,  and  by  refiising  ^  bank  paper,  wheUier 
convertible  or  not.  It  disclaims  all  pnrposes  of 
crippling  or  putting  down  the  banks  of  the 
States;  but  we  shaU  better  determine  the  de- 
sign or  the  e£Ebotof  the  meaaares  Tocommended, 
by  ocmeid^ng  them  together  as  osa  system. 

1.  The  first  is  the  sub-Treasuries,  whioh  are 
to  be  made  the  deporitories  of  dl  the  roeeie 
collected  and  paid  out  for  the  service  of  Ihe 
Qeneral  Cioveniment,  disorediting  and  refusing 
all  the  notes  of  the  States,  aHmmgh  pa^^ble 
and  paid  in  specie. 

S.  A  bankrupt  law  for  the  United  States, 
levelled  at  all  the  State  banks,  and  authorizing 
the  seizure  of  tlie  effects  of  any  of  them  that 
stop  payment,  and  the  administration  of  their 
effects  under  the  federal  authority  exclusively. 

8.  A  particular  law  for  the  Dis^ct  of  Oolum- 
bia,  by  which  all  the  corporations  and  peo^e 
of  the  District,  under  severe  pEuns  and  pensltiea^ 
are  prohibited  from  circulating,  sixty  days  after 
the  passage  of  the  law,  any  paper  whatever, 
not  convertible  into  specie  on  demand,  and  are 
made  liable  to  prosecution  by  indictment. 

4.  And  lastly,  the  bill  to  suspend  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States,  by 
the  provisions  of  which  the  'deposit  banks  in- 
debted to  the  Government  are  placed  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretoir  of  the  Treasury. 

It  is  impossible  to  consider  this  system  with- 
out perceiving  tfiot  it  is  ^med  at,  and,  if  oarried 
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oat,  must  terminate  in  the  total  subversion  of 
the  State  banks;  and  that  they  will  be  all 
placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  Federal  OoTernment. 
It  is  in  TUD  to  protest  that  there  exists  no  de- 
liga  against  them.  The  eflbot  of  these  meaa- 
nns  cannot  be  mieanderstood. 

And  Thythls  new  experiment  or nntried  ex- 
pedient? The  people  or  this  eoontr^  are  tired 
of  experiments.  Oaght  not  the  administration 
itself  to  cease  with  them.  Onght  it  not  to 
take  warning  from  the  events  of  recent  elec- 
tions ?  Above  all,  should  not  the  Senate,  con- 
stitoted  as  it  now  is,  be  the  lest  body  to  lend 
itaelf  to  farther  experiments  npon  tiie  business 
and  happiness  of  this  great  people  ?  According 
to  tlie  latest  expression  of  pnbho  opinion  in  the 
several  States,  the  Senate  is  no  longer  a  trae 
exponent  of  the  will  of  the  States  or  of  the 
people.  If  it  were,  there  woold  be  thirty-two 
or  thir^-foor  whigs  to  nghteen  vr  twenty 
ftlends  of  the  administration. 

Te  are  tcdd  that  it  la  neoeasary  to  separate, 
ffiroroB  the  Ooveminent  from  the  banks.  Let 
ns  not  be  deluded  by  sonnds.  Senators  might 
as  well  talk  of  separating  the  Government  from 
the  StateSfOr  mnn  the  people,  or  from  the 
country,  we  are  Blt-i>eople--States — Union 
— banks,  bonnd  np  and  Interwoven  together, 
united  in  fortune  and  destiny,  and  all,  all  en- 
titled to  the  protecting  care  of  a  parental  Gov- 
ernment. You  may  as  well  attempt  to  make 
the  Government  breathe  a  different  air,  drink 
a  different  water,  be  lit  and  warmed  by  a  differ- 
ent sun  from  the  people  I  A  bard-money  Gov- 
enunent  and  a  paper-money  people  I  A  Gov- 
ernment, an  official  corps — the  servants  of  the 
people — glittering  in  gold,  and  the  people 
themselve^  their  masters,  buried  in  ruin,  and 
aarroooded  with  rags. 

No  prudent  or  practical  Government  will  in 
its  measures  run  counter  to  the  long^settled 
habits  and  usages  of  the  people.  Beligion, 
language,  laws,  tiie  established  currency  and 
business  of  the  whole  country,  cannot  be  easily 
or  suddenly  uprooted.  After  the  doiomination 
of  our  coin  was  changed  to  dollars  and  cents, 
many  years  elapsed  Mfore  the  old  method  of 
keeping  accounts,  in  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence,  was  abandoned.  And,  to  ttia  day,  there 
are  probabhr  some  men  of  the  last  century  who 
adhere  to  ft.  If  a  fimdameoital  change  be- 
pomes  neoeasaiT,  it  ahonld  not  be  sudden,  but 
ixHiduoted  by  slow  and  oantdons  degrees.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  have  always  been 
a  p^er-money  people.  It  was  paper  money 
that  carried  ns  through  the  Bevolution,  estab- 
lished our  liberties,  and  made  us  a  free  and  in- 
dependent people.  And,  if  the  ezpraience  of 
the  revolutionary  war  convinced  our  ancestors, 
08  we  ore  convinced,  of  the  evils  of  an  irre- 
deemable paper  medium,  it  was  put  aside  only 
to  give  place  to  that  convertible  paper  which 
has  60  powerfully  oontribnted  to  our  rapid  ad- 
vanoement,  prosperity,  and  greatness. 

The  proposed  substitution  Of  an  exolndre 
metallio  onnenoy,  to  tlie  mixed  medium  with 


which  we  have  been  so  loi^  familiar,  is  fortwt- 
den  by  the  principles  of  eternal  jutice.  Assam- 
ing  the  currency  of  the  country  to  consist  of 
two-thirds  of  paper  and  one  of  specie ;  and  as- 
aoming  also  that  the  money  of  a  conntiy,  what- 
ever may  be  its  component  parts,  regulates  all 
valuer  and  expresses  the  tnie  amoont  which 
the  debtor  has  to  pay  to  his  weditor,  the  efl^ 
of  the  change  upon  that  relation,  and  upon 
the  property  of  the  country,  would  be  most 
ruinous.  All  property  woidd  be  reduced  In 
value  to  one-third  of  its  present  nominal 
amount;  and  every  debtor  would,  in  effect, 
have  to  pay  three  times  as  much  as  he  had 
contracted  for.  The  pressure  of  our  foreinx 
debt  would  be  three  times  as  great  as  it  ui, 
whilst  the  six  hundred  millions,  which  is  about 
the  sum  now  probably  due  to  the  banks  frtnn 
the  people,  would  be  multiplied  into  eighteen 
hnnored  millions. 

But  there  are  some  more  spe<riflo  ol^e^ona 
to  this  prc;jeot  of  sab-bwwiries,  wMdi  deserve 
to  be  noticed.  The  first  Is  its  inseeuiity.  >  The 
sub-treasurer  and  his  bondsmen  oonstitute  the 
only  guaranty  for  the  safety  of  the  immense 
sums  of  public  money  which  pass  through  his 
hands.  Is  this  to  be  compared  with  that  which 
is  possessed  through  the  agency  of  banks  t 
The  collector,  who  is  to  be  the  sab-treasarer, 
pays  the  money  to  the  bank,  and  the  bank  to 
the  disbursing  o£Boer.  Here  are  three  diecks ; 
yon  propose  to  destroy  two  of  them,  and  that 
most  important  of  all,  the  bank,  with  its  ma- 
chinery of  preddent,  directors,  cai^lw,  tello; 
and  clerks,  all  cf  whom  are  so  many  sentinebk 
At  the  very  moment  when  the  Seoretary  of  the 
Treasury  tells  us  how  wdl  his  sub-Treasury 
tem  works,  he  has  communicated  to  Oon^^eaa  • 
circular,  ngned  by  himself  exhibitii^  hia  ^a- 
trust  in  it ;  for  he  directs,  in  that  cironlar,  that 
the  public  moneys,  when  tiliey  amount  to  a  large 
sum,  shall  be  specially  deposited  with  those 
very  bai^s  which  he  would  repudiate.  In  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  (other  gentlemen  can  speak 
of  their  respective  States,)  although  it  has  ex- 
isted but  about  forty-flve  years,  three  treasor- 
ers,  selected  by  the  X.^slatare  for  th^r  es- 
tablished characters  of  honor  and  probity, 

{proved  futhless.  And  the  history  of  the  de- 
Enqoency  of  one  is  the  history  of  alL  It 
commenced  in  human  weakness,  yielding  to 
earnest  eoMtations  for  temporuy  loana,  with 
the  moat  ponttve  assarauoes  at  a  tmnctoal  le- 
tum.  In  no  instance  was  there  onginaUr  any 
intention  to  defraud  tlie  public.  We  dunill  not 
expose  poor  we^  hnman  nature  to  such  temp- 
tations. How  easy  will  it  be,  as  has  been  done, 
■to  indemnify  the  sureties  out  of  the  public 
money,  and  squander  the  residue  t 

2.  Then  there  is  the  liability  to  flavoritism. 
In  the  receipts,  a  political  partisan  or  friend 
may  be  accommodated  in  the  payment  of  duties, 
in  the  disbursement,  in  the  purchase  of  bills, 
in  drafts  upon  convenient  and  favorable  offices, 
and  in  a  thousand  ways. 
8.  The  foorfol  increase  of  EzecutiTe  patnm- 


M-IVesMrgrM: 


Digitized  by  Google 


DSSAraS  OF  OONQBBSS. 


4ar 


.  teraaoHt,  1887.J 

ftge.  Hundreds  and  thoosanda  of  new  offloera 
fl»  to  be  (weated ;  for  tbia  bill  is  a  mere  oom- 
menconMit  of  the  syateiii,  and  all  are  to  be 
j^aoed  under  Uie  diract  ooatnd  of  Hie  Frad- 
dent. 

The  Senator  from  Sonth  OaroHna  (Ur.  Gai^ 
Bovir)  thinks  that  the  Ezeoatire  is  now  weak, 
and  tiiat  no  danger  ia  to  be  ^prehended  from 
ita  patronage.  IwlahtoGodlooaldseethesttb- 
jeoC  in  the  same  li^t  that  he  does.  I  wish 
that  I  conld  feel  free  from  that  alarm  at  !Exeoa- 
tive  encroachments  by  which  he  and  I  were  so 
recently  animated.  When  and  how,  let  me  ask, 
has  that  power,  lately  so  fearful  and  formidable, 
anddenly  beoome  so  weak  and  harmless  ? 
Where  u  tliat  corps  of  one  hundred  thousand 
office-holders  and  dependants  whose  orguuzed 
a^ncthf  directed  by  the  will  of  a  single  mao, 
was  Mtely  held  np  in  such  vivid  colors  and 
powerM  langaage  by  a  report  made  by  the 
Senator  himsdf  f  When  were  th^  disbanded  t 
What  has  become  of  proscription  1  Its  victims 
may  be  exhausted,  but  the  spirit  and  the  pow- 
er whioh  sacrificed  them  remain  unsnhdned. 
What  of  the  dismiseing  power  f  What  of  the 
veto?  Of  that  praouoe  of  withholding  bills, 
contrary  to  the  constitution,  still  more  repre- 
hensible than  the  abuses  of  the  veto!  Of 
Treasury  orders,  put  in  fOToe  and  maint^ed 
in  defiance  and  oontempt  of  iba  legislative  au- 
thority f  Andf  although  last,  not  least,  of  that 
expunging  power  whi^  d^aded  the  Senate, 
audplaced  it  at  the  feet  of  tae  Executive  ? 

Wliich  of  all  these  enonooos  powers  and 

Sreten^ons  has  Uie  presoit  Ohief  Magistrate 
isarowed  ?  So  far  from  disclaiming  an^  one 
of  them,  has  he  not  announced  his  intention  to 
liidlow  in  the  very  footsteps  of  hia  predecessor  I 
And  has  he  not  done  it  ?  Was  it  against  the 
person  of  Andrew  Jackson  that  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  so  ably  co-operated  with 
us?  No,  sir,  no,  ur,  no.  It  was  against  his 
nsurpatioDS,  as  we  believed  them ;  agtunst  his 
arbitrary  administration;  above  all,  against 
that  tremendous  and  fi^htfol  augmentation 
of  the  power  of  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
Government,  that  we  patriotically  but  vaialj 
contended.  The  person  of  the  Ctiief  Magistrate 
is  changed,  but  man  stands  the  Executive  pow- 
er, perpetuated  in  ^  its  vast  magnitude,  nndi- 
mudsbed,  reasserted,  and  overshadowing  all  the 
other  departments  of  the  Government.  Every 
tn^hr  which  the  late  I^wldent  won  from  them 
now  decorates  the  £^ecutive  mannon.  Every 
power  whioh  he  tore  from  a  bleeding  constitu- 
tion, is  now  in  the  Executive  armory,  ready,  as 
time  and  oocauon  may  prompt  the  ezistiog  in- 
cumbent, whoever  he  may  be,  to  be  thunoered 
against  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  or  the 
course  of  others,  I  owe  it  to  myself  and  to  truth 
to  say,  that,  in  deprecating  the  election  of  Gen- 
wal  Andrew  Jackson  to  the  office  of  Chief 
Magistrate,  it  was  not  from  any  private  oon- 
aiderations,  but  because  I  oonsiaered  it  would 
be  ft  gnat  OAbiiiiify  to  mj  ooontiy ;  and  ibat, 


in  whatever  op^ioeition  I  made  to  measures  of 
his  administrabon,  which  more  than  realized 
mr  very  want  appreheuHons,  I  was  guided 
solely  by  a  sense  of  public  duty.  And  I  do 
now  declare  my  solemn  and  onshaken  convic- 
tion that^  until  the  Executive  power,  as  enlarg- 
ed, extended,  and  consolidated  by  blm,  Is  re- 
duced within  its  true  constitutional  limits,  there 
is  no  permanent  security  for  the  liberties  uid 
happiness  of  this  people. 

4.  Lastly,  pass  this  bill,  and  whatever  divorce 
its  fiiends  may  profess  to  be  its  aim,  that  peril- 
ous union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  so  justly 
dreaded  by  our  British  and  Bevolutionary  an* 
oeetors,  becomes  absolute  and  complete.  And 
who  can  doubt  it  who  knows  that  over  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  Washington,  and 
every  sab-Treasurer,  the  President  ciums  the 
power  to  exerdseuneontrolledsw^t  To  exact 
Implidt  obedimoe  to  lus  will  ? 

The  Message  states  that,  in  the  process  both 
of  collection  and  disbursement  <a  the  pnblle 
revenue,  the  officers  who  perform  it  act  under 
the  Executive  commands ;  and  it  argues  that, 
therefore,  the  custody  also  of  the  Treasury 
might  as  well  be  confided  to  t^e  Executive 
care.  I  think  the  safer  conclusion  is  directly 
opposite.  The  possession  of  so  much  i>ower 
over  the  national  treasure  is  just  cause  re- 
gret, and  fhmishes  a  strong  reason  for  dimin- 
ishing it,  if  possible,  bat  none  for  its  increase, 
none  for  givmg  the  whole  power  over  tiie  purse 
to  the  Ohief  Magistrate. 

Entertaining  tne  ^ewa  whioh  I  have  present- 
ed, it  may  be  asked  why  I  do  not  at  once  pro- 
pose the  establiahment  of  a  national  bank.  I 
have  already  adverted  to  the  cause.  Gtmsti- 
tuted  as  Congress  now  is,  I  know  that  such  a 
proportion  would  be  defeated;  and  tiiat  it 
would  be  therefore  useless  to  make  it  I  do 
not  desire  to  force  upon  the  Senate,  or  upon 
the  country,  against  its  will,  if  I  could,  my 
opinion,  however  sincerely  and  stron^y  enter- 
tained. If  a  national  bank  be  established,  its 
stability  and  its  utility  will  depend  upon  the 
general  conviction  which  is  felt  of  its  neces^ty. 
And  until  such  a  conviction  is  deeply  impressed 
upon  the  people,  and  clearly  manifested  by 
them,  it  would,  m  my  Judgment,  be  unwise 
even  to  propose  a  bank 

Of  the  Bcnone  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia 

?It.  Bms)  I  think  now  as  I  thought  in  1884. 
do  not  believe  that  any  practicable  oonnection 
of  State  banks  can  supply  a  general  ouirency, 
be  a  safe  depontory  of  the  public  moneys,  or 
act  efficientiy  as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  General 
Government.  I  was  not  then  opposed  to  the 
State  banks  in  their  proper  sphere.  I  thought 
that  they  could  not  be  relied  upon  to  form  ex- 
clusively a  banking  system  for  the  country, 
although  they  were  essential  parts  of  a  general 
system. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senator,  considered 
as  a  measure  to  bring  about  the  resomptim  <^ 
specie  payments,  so  much  deurecL  I  think  must 
fidl.  The  motlTO  vUch  U  holdfl  oat  of  the 
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recetvability  in  all  payments  to  the  Govern- 
ment, of  the  paper  of  Booh  banks  as  may  n- 
snme  by  a  given  day,  ooopled  with  the  oondi- 
tHHW  premised,  is  wholly  madequate.  It  is  an 
offer  to  agfat  hundred  banks ;  and  the  revenue 
payment  of  which  in  their  notes  is  held  out  as 
the  indtwement,  amounts  to  some  twenty  or 
twenty-five  millions.  To  entiUe  them  to  the 
incouBiderable  extension  of  their  circulation, 
which  would  result  from  the  credit  given  by 
Government  to  the  paper  of  all  of  them,  they 
are  required  to  submit  to  a  suppression  of  oU 
notes  below  five  dollars,  and  at  no  very  distant 
period  to  all  below  twenty.  The  enlargement 
of  th^r  circulation,  produced  by  making  it  re- 
odvable  by  GoTenunent,  would  be  mncu  leas 
than  the  contraction  which  would  arise  from 
the  suppression  of  the  prohibited  notes.  Be- 
sides, if  the  quality  proposed  again  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  notes  of  these  local  hanks  was 
insufficient  to  prevent  the  sospensifm,  how  can 
it  be  «ffica(»Qus  enough  to  stimulate  a  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  t  * 

I  riiall,  nevertheless,  if  called  npon  to  give  a 
vote  between  the  project  of  the  administration 
and  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
nia,  vote  for  the  latter,  because  it  is  harmless, 
it  effects  no  good,  and  looks  to  the  preserva- 
ti<Mi  of  the  State  banks;  whilst  the  other  is 
fraught  with  mischiefis,  as  I  believe,  and  tends, 
if  tii  be  not  dengned,  to  the  ntter  destruction 
of  those  institutions.  Bat,  preferring  to  either 
the  postponement  moved  by  the  Smator  from 
Geoigia,  I  shall,  in  the  first  instance^  vote  for 
lliat 

Such,  Hr.  President,  are  the  views  which  I 
entertain  on  the  present  state  of  our  public  af- 
fairs. It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  I  can 
perceive  no  remedy,  but  such  as  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  people  themselves.  Whenever  they  shall 
impress  upon  Congress  a  conviction  of  that 
which  they  wish  applied,  they  will  obtain  it, 
and  not  before.  In  the  mean  time,  let  us  go 
^me  and  mix  with  and  consult  our  constitu- 
ents. And  do  not,  I  entreat  you,  let  us  carry 
with  hb  the  bnming  reproaoh,  that  our  meas- 
ures here  display  a  aunah  solicdtnde  far  the 
Government  itseUT,  but  a  oold  and  heartiess  in- 
sensibility to  the  sufferings  of  a  bleeding 
people. 

When  Ur.  Cut  bad  concluded  his  remarks, 
The  question  was  taken  on  Hr.  Eora^B  mo- 
tioD  to  postpone  the  bill  until  December  nez^ 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

YsAS.— Hesvfl.  BiTsrd,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
CaaytoD,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
HcKeiD,  Midx^  PrentieB,  Bobbins,  BugRies,  Suiitb 
of  ludians,  Spenee,  Tipton,  Webster,  Wfaitef  WU- 
Hiinil    1  ft 

Saju. — ^UesBis.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bnduuian, 
Odhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Unn,  Lyon,  Uorris,  Nilea, 
Korvel],  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
WaB,  Wi%ht,  Young— 27. 

Oa  notion  of  Uj.  Wnsin^  1^  action  on  the 


taming  utr. . 

sub-TreasnxT  bill  was  infi»mally  suspended  till 
to-morrow,  by  nnuiimoas  oooaent,  and  the  two 
following  bills  were  snccesuvely  taken  up  and 
ordered  to  be  engnwsed  for  a  third  readini^ 

viz: 

The  bill  to  remit  the  dnties  on  certain  goods 
destroyed  by  the  great  fire  in  'Sew  York ;  and 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  1887. 

Mr.  WsifiHT  fnrther  stated,  that  though  he 
was  anxious  for  the  bill  authorizing  the  deposit 
of  merchandise  in  public  storee  to  be  acted  on 
without  delay,  yet,  as  the  Senator,  from  Soatii 
Candma  (Ur.  Caihouv)  bad  enreased  a  wiah 
for  its  fiorther  postoonemait,  unless  the  Senate 
wished  otherwise,  he  shoold  peas  it  by  at  pres- 
ent, and  call  it  np  in  a  few  di^ 


TuxBDAT,  September  86. 

A  National  Banh. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Wbiobt,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  following 
resolution,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, on  petitions  from  New  Orleans,  St.  Louis, 
and  other  quarters,  for  a  United  States  bank. 

Reaolvtd,  That  the  TpcKjee  at  the  pelatioiwn 
ouf^t  not  to  be  granted." 

Mr.  Ot-AT,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  did  not  see 
much  utility  in  acting  on  a  negative  resolution 
of  this  kind.  He  recollected  but  one  example 
of  a  similar  resolution,  and  that  was  during  the 
session  of  Congress  when  the  declaration  of  the 
late  war  was  made  agtunst  Great  Britain.  The 
resolution  was  offered  by  that  most  extraordi- 
nary man,  now  no  more,  Mr.  Bandcdph,  of 
'^rainia.  Learning  that  the  Message  cf  Mr. 
M^ison  to  Congress  would  reeommmd  a  dec- 
laration of  war,  he  rose  in  his  p1ac&  two  or 
tbree  days  before  it  was  presented,  and  offered 
a  resolution  similar  to  this,  that  it  was  inexpedi- 
ent to  declare  war  against  Great  Britun.  It 
was,  however,  got  rid  of,  in  some  way  or  otiier, 
without  a  vote  npon  it. 

Hr.  C.  did  not  think,  as  he  had  declared 
yesterday,  that  it  was  expedient  to  express  any 
opinion  on  this  subject  at  this  time ;  and  he 
would  submit  it  to  gentlemen  whether  it  were 
not  better  that  it  should  lie  on  the  table.  He 
thought  there  would  be  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  the  resolution  now  stood  under  present 
dnnmiBtanoea.  Mr.  0.  thought  they  had  better 
not  now  estaUish  a  bonk  of  the  Umted  States, 
much  as  it  appeared  to  be  neceerary  to  relieve 
the  oountrr.  But,  if  It  was  not  to  be  laid  on 
tiie  table,  Mr.  0.  moved  to  amend  it  by  the  fol- 
lowing snbstitnte : 

Jtaolved,  That  it  wilt  be  expedient  to  establish  a 
United  States  bank  whenever  it  shall  be  manifested 
that  a  dear  m^ority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  In  &Tor  of  each  an  institution. 

On  this  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  miya; 
which  were  ordered. 
After  debate,  the  question  was  taken  on  eaoh 
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 ,  and  on  Ifr.  Out's  mbstltate  fint^ 

1  was  rejected     fhctMlowlng  vote: 

Tuf.— Me«8.  Banrd,  Blaidc,  CU7  of  Eentacky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  Knight,  PrentiM, 
Bobbiut,  Bmith  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Webst^' 
—14. 

Natb.— Measra.  Allen,  Benton,  Bschanm,  Cal- 
boan.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fnlttm,  Grandr,  Hubbard, 
mag  at  Alabama,  King  of  0«orgia,  Morris,  Midi- 
obs,  NOea,  NorveD,  IttTes,  Boane,  Bobfnwn,  Bmith 
<tr  Gonnectioot,  Strange,  Tallnadga,  WaUiar,  WaU, 
White,  WiHiams,  Wri^  Tons— 80. 

The  ori^nal  resolution  as  reported  by  the 
conmuttec,  was  Uien  adopted,  as  follovs : 

Tub.— H easrs.  AUen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bochanan, 
Oalhfwn,  day  of  *<-»^—*|,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hi^ 
baid,  King  of  A******™!  King  of  Georgia,  Unn, 
bmi,  H&ean,  Uorria,  IflchoIaB,  Nilea,  Norrell, 
Herce,  BiTes,  Roue,  Bobinson,  Smith  of  Connecti- 
cut, Strange,  TaUmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wil- 
liama,  Witeht,  Toung— 81. 

NATs.~Mes8rfl.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentm^y, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  Knirfit,  PrenUsa,  BobUna, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Webater^ 
14. 


WsDHEBDAT,  Septanbw  87. 

Sub-Treatury  Bill. 

The  bill  imposing  additional  dntios  on  pnblio 
officers,  miking  tiiem  depoaitaries  of  the  pnblio 
reveaae,  together  with  Mr.  Oaxhodh'b  amend- 
ment thereto,  being  UikeA  vp, 

[Mr.  Walker  followed  Hr.  GI^,  and  replied  to 
him,  pwnt  by  point,  on  all  the  caniea  alle^i^  by  him 
as  produchig  the  preaant  dtatraa;  and  Am  pro- 
ceeded:] 

fint  the  Senator  from  Eentaokj  tells  us  that 
the  bill  ondor  ooosideration  would  increase 
£zecntive  patronage.  Now,  the  bill  oreatea  no 
additional  ofiBoers ;  It  gives  to  the  President  no 
additional  control  over  the  existiog  offioera ;  it 
merely  imposes  additicmal  daties  t^n  existing 
officers,  requiring  them  not  onlj  to  reoeive,  but 
to  keep  safely,  without  use/  or  loan,  till  the 
period  of  diaboraement,  the  pnblio  mcmeya.  I 
can  aee  here  no  increase  of  ExeontiTe  patron- 
age. Bat  thia  oaeatiMi  most  be  aiammed  by 
oompariaon  wiut  tiie  proposed  mbetttote, 
nanufy,  a  re-ac^ption  of  the  depoait  bank  aya- 
tem.  Now,  no  argument  has  heretofore  been 
more  atroof^y  nrajod  by  the  opponents  of  the 
adminiatration,  than  the  vaat  and  increasing 
patronage  the  deporit  bank  system  wonld  con- 
fer npon  the  Prandent  of  the  United  States. 
These  banks  were  denomln^ed  pet  banks — the 
Preddebf  B  banks— and  agidn  azud  agun  was  it 
a^d  that  tihe  late  Prendent  derired  to  retain 
the  sarplns  in  these  banks,  (these»mismble  de- 
pont  banks,  as  thej  were  then  ezpresaty  called 
oy  the  Senator  from  Eentuoky,)  with  a  view  to 
inflaenoe  the  approaching  election.  Nor  was 
ttoaiyiBMiiteoafined  tothlsflhambsrj  bat  in 


the  Honse  of  RepreaentatiTea^  at  the  last  sessaon, 
a  committee  was  raised  by  the  oppostion  to 
prove,  among  other  things,  the  corrupt  and 
oormpting  inflnenoe  of  the  dwo^t  bank  system, 
as  connected  with  tlie  agent  d  that  syaton, 
and  the  Treasnry  DMurUnentb  It  womd  be 
really  amosiog  to  read  atmw  of  the  roeedies  of 
the  onpodtion  members  at  that  period,  denonno> 
iog  ute  corrupting  inflnenoea  of  the  deposit 
l>ank  ayatem,  and  the  vast  patnHiwn  it  oonfus 
red  npon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry.  I 
have  not  time  to  read  these  speeches  to  the 
Senate ;  but,  fnm  the  documents  presented  by 
tids  committee,  I  will  refer  to  two  letters  1^ 
them  pnblieJied.  The  firrt  is  from  the  cashier 
of  the  deposit  Bank  of  Burlington,  Yermon^ 
under  date  <k  January  2S,  1886.  The  cashier 
says :  '*  Being  located  in  the  same  plaoe  wh^re 
B  branch  of  uie  United  States  Bank  was  estab- 
lished, and  as  we  are  a  deposit  bank,  when  the 
branch  here  diacontiimed  its  openMamia,  the 
pnblio  seemed  to  expect  that  wejeoold  at  moe 
afford  the  same  Ikinlitiea  and  aooMnmodatloDa 
that  they  enjoyed  wW  the  branch  was  doing 
buuness.  There  has  been,  on  the  part  of  our 
directors,  a  desire  to  meet  thia  ezpeotatioat 
ai^  the  coDseqnenoes  have  been  that  a  very 
sranble  change  has  taken  jdace,  politically,  in 
favor  of  the  Government :  and,  as  it  is  our  de^ 
sire  to  strengthen  that  sentiment,  we  feel  that 
it  is  important  to  afford  oar  farmers  and  mer- 
chants, the  coming  spring,  a  pret^  extensive 
accommodation,  in  anticipation  of  the  wool 
dip." 

Here  the  sennble  political  change  in  favor  of 
the  Goverament,  produced  by  this  bank  depod- 
tory,  is  olearly  steted,  and  the  importanoe  of 
angmenting  i^  by  oiaUing  the  bank  to  dis- 
ooont  more  freely  on  the  Oovwnment  deponts, 
is  strongly  urged  by  the  oashier  of  the  bank. 
I  might  detain  the  Senate  for  weeks  by  quo- 
tatums  from  ^milar  letters ;  but  only  make  one 
other  reiference.  It  is  to  the  letter  of  the  pres- 
ident, directors,  and  cashier  of  the  Seventh 
Ward  Bank  of  New  Tork  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  dated  December  16, 1888,  and  is 
asfidlowa: 

"  We,  the  subacribers,  officers  and  directors  hi  the 
Seventh  Ward  Bank,  in  the  city  of  New  TorjL 
fiienda  of  the  administration,  and  of  tiie  revered 
diief  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  do  solidt  a 
portion  of  the  fiscal  patronage  of  the  United  States 
Treasury  for  the  Seventh  Ward  Bank ;  the  terms  as 
those  most  &rorable  to  tho  GoTSmment" 

Can  any  man  peruse  this  letter  withont  feel- 
ings of  loathing  and  disgust  t— yet  it  is  fr^m 
fourteen  of  the  moat  respectable  fcaukors  of  our 
great  commercial  metropolis.  Does  it  not 
demonstrate  the  dangerous  tendencies  and  in- 
flutticea  of  this  deposit  bank  system !  An  en- 
tire bank,  through  all  its  officers  and  directors, 
scdidting  "  a  portion  of  the  fiscal  patronage  of 
the  United  States  Treasuir,"  on  the  grounds 
th^  they  were  "  friends  of  the  administration  t " 
TM»«port|puMirf»>d  to  March  hM^oontaining 
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tbese  doonnunts,  I  never  pemsed  ^  lAer  tbe 
olose  of  iSxe  last  session  of  Gongress.  The  de- 
jKwit  bank  system,  it  is  well  known,  in  His^ 
rippi  was,  in  its  origin,  no  hwoAte  measure  of 
mine ;  in  fact,  it  waa  tbe  first  measure  of  car 
patriotic  President  to  which  I  had  erer  express- 
ed any  dissent ;  and  X  only  afterwards  gave  it 
my  remctant  assent  as  an  alternative  to  what 
the  dcTelopments  of  the  spring  of  1884  demon- 
strated to  be  a  greater  evil,  and  still  more  dan- . 
geroQs  measare,  the  establishment  of  any  bank 
of  t^e  United  States.  Bnt  who  can  perose 
these  letters,  and  deny,  in  tbe  fkce  of  iha 
American  people,  that  this  deposit  butk  system 
did  enomaonur  increase  the  power  and  fiscal 
patronage  of  the  Government,  and  tliat  in  1^ 
hands  of  a  coiropt  Secretary-,  and  aspiring 
Pre^den^  it  might  be  made  a  political  engine 
of  tbe  most  dangerous  and  alarming  character? 
That  it  was  not  so  nsed,  or  attempted  to  be 
used,  by  onr  venerable  President,  or  incorrupt- 
ible Secretary,  is  proved  by  tbe  documents  ac- 
companying the  reports  to  which  I  have  refer- 
red ;  bat  that  it  was  susceptible  of  such  abuse 
is  also  as  clearly  demonstrated.  And  what  is 
tiie  extent  of  this  "  fiscal  patronage  ?  "  Why, 
hr  the  last  retom  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
iSvasarr  we  see,  mider  the  last  law,  the  num- 
ber <jS  d^K»it  banks  inereased  to  eighty-nine, 
with  tipwards  of  tH^tj  millions  cf  o^>ital, 
and  dlseounts  of  notes  and  bills  of  exohaoge 
amounting  to  (me  hundred  and  thirty  millicms 
of  dollars ;  and  this  hnmense  mtmeyed  power 
was  subjected  to  tiie  infinenoe  and  control  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury :  for  the  whole 
bank  correspondenoe  will  clearly  demonstrate 
that  many  of  these  banks,  from  time  to  time, 
owed  ttieir  very  existence  to  tbe  forbearance 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  often 
a  Treasury  draft  or  transfer  warrant  would 
have  reduced  them  to  a  state  of  bankruptcy. 
True  it  is,  that  all  of  the  deposit  banks  conld 
not  thus  have  been  destroyed  by  the  Secretary ; 
yet  the  profits  of  oU  would  tw  greatly  influ- 
moed  by  tiie  unomit  of  revenue  no  deposited 
with,  or  witlidrew  from  them.  What,  then, 
was  this  power  ?  It  was  a  power  ovm  ^hty- 
nine  of  the  strongest  confederated  banks  in  the 
Union,  with  this  enormous  amount  of  loans  and 
eapitai,  aod  with  stockholders,  debtors,  and 
customers,  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  in 
number,  aJl  affected  by  the  movements  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  distribntion 
or  withdrawal  of  the  deponts.  In  Hay  last, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  necessarily 
^stribnted  among  these  institutions  more  than 
thirty  millions  of  public  deposits.  What  a 
tremendous  extent  of  power  and  patronage! 
Why,  sin  it  was  almost  the  lever  or  Archime- 
des ;  an^  if  this  system  had  gone  on  progress- 
ing and  angmenting,  soon,  very  soon,  uie  banks, 
by  their  power,  most  liave  oontndled  the  Gor- 
emment,  or  the  Government  controlled  the 
banks.  And  now,  when  the  President  proposes 
to  surrender  all  this  money,  and  power,  and 
patronage,  to  di8Bolv«tiUadaDgeroQ8eomMeti(m  I 


pwiiiMMii,  mi. 

between  the  banks  and  the  Government,  shall 
he  be  oppoaed  in  this  measure  by  those  who  so 
lately  denounced  the  whole  deposit  bank  system 
as  the  very  climax  of  political  comiptionf 
And  what  do  we  see  now  f  Why,  this  carew 
of  illimitable  discounts  by  banks  on  Govern- 
ment deposits  is  closed  for  the  prseent,  and 
the  still  more  dangerous  attitude  is  exhibited, 
in  which  it  is  but  too  probable  that  ve^  many 
of  the  banks  may  soon  be  sued  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  recover  the  public  moneys,  or  rather 
the  States  that  own  in  whole  or  in  part  so 
many  of  these  banks,  and  the  debtors  that  owa 
them ;  for,  as  the  banka  can  only  odlect  thdr 
moneys  by  suitB  agafaut  their  debtors,  to  sue 
the  banks  at  present  is  to  sue  tiie  people.  It 
was  in  view  of  tiiis  state  of  facts  that  I  aoe* 
ceeded,  a  few  days  since,  in  prolonging  the  time 
given  to  the  deposit  banks  to  make  payment  to 
the  Gkivemment  from  two,  five,  and  ^ght,  to 
four,  six,  and  nine  montha,  being  the  longest 
extension  I  could  obtun  for  them ;  and,  npon 
payment  of  the  first  instalment,  the  two  last 
ought  to  be,  and  I  hope  will  be,  still  further 
prolonged  at  the  next  session.  Bnt  I  could  not 
bnt  feel  humiliated,  by  the  reflection  that  so 
many  of  my  most  worUiy  constituents — ^includ- 
ing two  of  onr  largest  State  institatitHiL  and 
the  State  itself  the  prindpal  proj^etor  w  one 
of  tJiem — should  be  placed  in  a  pontim  in 
which  a  suit  against  any  of  them  could  in  any 
event  be  resorted  to— a  pomtion  ariung  out  of 
this  most  mdudy  oonneonon  between  the  bonks 
and  tbe  Treasury — a  connection  cf  unmixed 
evils,  disastrous  to  the  banks,  the  States,  the 
people,  and  the  Government 

well,  then,  may  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Oaimouv,)  who  has  on  this  floor 
BO  repeatedly  opposed  the  augmentation  of 
Executive  power — ^well  may  ho  support  the  bill 
now  under  consideration ;  because  it  not  tmly 
adds  nothing  to  Executive  patroaage,  but  takes 
from  it  that  alanning  patronage  and  power  that 
it  could  have  acquired  through  the  deport  bank 
system.  Sir.  tM  Senatw  from  South  Carolina 
is  right;  and  I  hail  him  back  with  pleasurei,  oo 
this  question,  to  the  ranks  ctf  the  democrat, 
of  whfd)  he  was  so  long  the  pride  and  orna- 
ment, when  in  March,  1884^  1  asdsted  in  tbe 
great  democratic  convention  of  my  native  State 
m  nonunating  him  nptm  the  Jackson  ticket  for 
the  second  omoe  in  the  gift  of  the  people.  Sir, 
if  he  can  go  no  ftirther  with  ns,  let  him  at  least 
aid  us  in  breaking  down  this  overBbadowing 
Executive  power,  mn  dangerous  and  corrupting 
fiscal  patronage,  growing  ont  of  this  unhallowed 
confederacy  of  bank  and  State,  throwing  aude 
all  other  considerations,  and  saoriflcing  his 
personal  prejndioea  on  the  altar  of  his  country's 
good.  Bu-,  I  have  heard  mooh  about  ExeoDttve 
patronage  as  laiUng  in  some  <tf  the  faatnroi  ot 
this  bill;  but  if  it  be  bo,  ft  nnat  be  deeidy  wn- 
oealed  indeed,  for  no  oaie  has  pointed  oat  how 
it  is  aooompUahed.  Yaffae  and  general  denun- 
ciation we  nave  indeed  nad,  bnt  how  one  iota 
of  power  or  patroiugeTill  be  oontered  on  tha 
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Pre^dent  by  thu  bill,  in  addition  to  that  which 
he  already  poeseBses,  has  not  been  designated ; 
bat  were  it  so,  the  bank  patronooe,  of  which 
this  bill  depriTOs  him,  would  be  infinitely  great- 
er. The  receivers,  who  are  made  depositories 
for  safe-keeping  only  ontil  disboraement,  were 
already  d^oeitorieB  until  the  traasfer  of  the 
vaV&B  moneyt  to  the  banka ;  and  tlds  UU  only 
diqwnseB  with  one  elaaa  of  tlds  doable  aet  of 
deporitinies— the  banka.  The  maohinery  was 
tkuB  made  more  com^ex  and  dangeroos.  The 
money  ec^eeted  by  the  Government  from  the 
I>eop1e  was  not  loaned  ont  to  the  people  who 
paid  it,  bat  deposited  with  banks,  to  be  loaned 
oat  by  them  to  bank  favorites,  and  to  increase 
the  dividends  of  a  few  inoorporated  stockhold- 
^  em.  The  people  were  taxed  for  revenue,  to  be 
converted  into  bank  capital,  atimalating  their 
over-issaes,  and  rendering  their  condition  more 
flaetnating  and  precarious.  The  finctnation  of 
banking  business  is  bad  enongh  mider  any  cir- 
cnmstapces.  Why,  then,  ahoold  we  aogment 
iheir  Datnral  tmmnaer  to  orer-iaBoe  by  Qovem- 
ment  deporitst  Wul  not  the  banka  issne 
enongh  paper  without  this  artificial  stimn- 
Itts?  Why,  uwn,  should  the  Government  in- 
fill their  iasaes,  and  drive  tiiem  on  more 
rapidly  to  explosion  f  Why  not  let  them  bank 
npon  their  own  capital  and  their  own  credit, 
without  depending  upon  tlie  Government  for 
both — ^for  capital  in  Government  d^ioMts,  and 
for  credit  in  Government  endorsemwt  for  all 
their  notes,  as  receivable  in  revenue  payments! 
Is  it  not  seen  that  the  most  insolvent  bank  in 
the  Union  might  thus  bepufi'ed  by  the  Govern- 
ment into  great  and  extmrive  temporary  Im- 
portance, and  then,  when  tiie  Government 
patronage  was  withdrawn,  their  depredated 
paper  fSul  dead  and  wwthleM  in  the  ItandB  of 
an  unsnspeoting  otnomunity  ? 

The  maident'a  Message  Is  against  the  ex- 
tension of  Executive  patronage.  Its  cardinal 
doctrine  is  this :  limitation  ot  the  expenses 
of  the  Government  to  its  actual  wants,  and  of 
the  revenue  to  those  expenses."  This,  then,  is 
the  President's  doctrine,  opraily  avowed  in  his 
Uesaage — rednce  your  e:q>eo8es,  reduce  your 
revennes.  This  was  the  flag  under  which  I 
have  fouffht  ever  since  entering  tlus  chamber ; 
It  is  the  flag  under  which  I  opposed  your  ex- 
travagant bills  for  local  and  sectional  improve- 
ments ;  it  is  the  principle  I  espoased  at  the  first 
session  ot  my  sorrioe,  oontidned  in  my  resoln- 
Hca  to  rednoe  the  rerenne  fttim  the  tariff  and 
puUlo  lands  to  tike  wants  of  the  Government. 
It  is  the  great  prinid^  eontalned  in  the  land 
bill  proposed  by  me,  reducing  to  settiers  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  and  confining  the 
sales  to  them;  it  is  tiie  great  principle  npon 
which  I  relied  for  the  reduction  of  the  tariff^ 
and  e^Mcially  the  abolishing  of  the  doty  npon 
salt,  that  most  odious  duty  upon  light  and  heat, 
in  forming  salt  from  solar  evaporation;  and, 
^astly,  it  is  the  great  principle  upon  which,  at 
tiw  first  as  wdl  as  the  last  session,  I  opposed, 
in  every  form,  the  sorphis  distriboition  policy, 


that  mother  of  tari^  banks,  and  of  the  very 
catastrophe  which  now  overwhelms  us.  R»* 
dnotion  of  the  expenses  and  of  the  revenue, 
economy  in  all  public  expenditures,  and  no 
"  interference  with  the  pursuits  of  the  citizen." 
"  Ko  special  favors  to  individuals  or  any  daases 
of  them,  to  ereato  systems  of  agrioultore,  man- 
ufactures, or  trade,"  These  are  the  docMnes 
ofthelCessage;  and  ^  they  enlarge  ExeentiTe 
patronage?  How  Is  Executive  patronage  en- 
larged ?  It  is  dhiefly  by  extending  the  powers 
(HF  tlus  €k>vemmeot,  and  angmenting  its  rev- 
enues; tor  every  increase  of  the  powers  and 
revenue  of  the  Government,  is  an  augmentation 
of thepowerof theExecutive Ainctionary.  This 
the  Message  avoids ;  but  what  measures  would 
the  Senator  from  Eentncky  give  us  to  reduce 
Executive  patronage  ?  His  policy  would  ^ve 
us  a  quadruple  alliance  between  the  anr^usy 
the  bank,  the  tariff^  and  internal  improvementa, 
all  certify  tending  to,  and  terminating  in,  a 
national  debt,  to  create  a  new  tariff.  The 
tariff  to  nstuato  the  whole  indostTy  of  the 
whole  people  ot  the  Union,  and  build  up  vast 
manuftctnrlng  estabUshments  by  the  extensioa 
and  pervorrfon  of  the  taxing  power  of  tUs 
Government.  A  great  national  bank,  to  grow 
rioh  upon  the  revenue  deposited  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  tariff  deriving  ite  im>fite  from 
Government  moneys,  and,  ^  course,  tl^e  ally 
<^  the  administration  which  feeds  and  created 
it  The  internal  improvement  policy,  growing 
and  extending  with  the  increase  of  the  tari£ 
and  making  roads  and  canals  in  some  favored 
States,  by  taxes  collected  from  the  whole  peo- 
ple ;  and,  lastly,  to  give  universality  to  the 

Srinraple,  the  surplus—the  annual  snrplus  for 
istribation,  fW>m  sales,  by  towndiips  and  ooon- 
ties  at  an  entry,  to  speculators  in  the  paUie 
lands — a  system  calculated  to  debauch  and  cor- 
rupt the  States;  to  break  down  every  feeling 
ol  State  independence ;  to  feed  them  annually, 
from  the  pobUc  Treasury,  mere  stipendiaries 
upon  our  bounty ;  supporang  even  their  State 
Governments  and  State  officers  from  the  rev- 
enues of  this  Government.  And  at  the  head 
of  tikis  mighty  system,  this  eonsoiidation  of  all 

E>wers  in  this  Giovemment,  would  stand  the 
xecutive  of  those  powers — the  President  of 
the  United  States,  a  monarch  in  eveij  thing 
but  a  name.  And,  sir,  this  league  of  State 
banks,  confederated  hj  the  Government,  and 
fed  by  the  tariff,  increasing  its  deposits  and 
profits,  would  be  the  next  most  potent  ally  of 
these  systems.  It  would  ^tion  some  hundred 
bank  fortresses  throughout  the  States,  armed 
and  equipped  by  Glovernment  deposits,  and  ex- 
tending Executive  power  and  infiuence.  All 
this  {Resident  Van  fiuren  would  avoid.  No, 
sir,  no ;  it  is  not  the  principle  or  policy  of  this 
administration — Give  us  patronage  and  we  will 
make  ourselves  popular. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  this  bill  establishes, 
in  fact,  a  Treasury  bank.  And  why?  Because, 
althoiwi  these  dqiontories  can  neither  use  nor 
loan  the  poblio  moneys,  where  cUsbnnemaits 

Digitized  by  Google 


ABBIDGSSNT  OF  THB 


are  to  be  made  at  distant  pohits,  to  avoid  the 
expense  and  patronage  arinng  fmn  a  new  army 
of  officers,  constantjy  engaged  in  transp<xrtuig 
the  qgede^  drafts  in  pt^ment  d  its  dnai  maj 
be  dnwn  by  tiie  Qovermnent  on  l^eae  distant 
depontories— (h-afls  drawn  on  aotual  deposits 
of  gold  and  silver ;  and  this  is  called  a  Treasury 
bank,  and  that  too,  by  the  advocates  of  the  de- 
posit bonk  system,  by  which  Treasary  drafts, 
oheoks,  and  warrants  upon  and  by  the  banks 
may  l>e  drawn  apon  and  by  the  deposit  banks 
in  the  transactions  of  the  Government.  It  is 
tme,  these  drafts  will  constitute  the  best  ex- 
change in  the  world,  and  thus  &r  operate  inci- 
dentally for  the  great  convenience  and  benefit 
of  the  people ;  bat  this  is  no  objection  to  the 
mrstem,  for  the  Government  nedtner  kuus  nor 
msoonntB^  bot  nmply  pays  the  pnl^  creator 
bt  g<dd  and  diver,  ot  an  order  upon  a  d^odt- 
ory:  on  which  he  receives  the  spet^. 

Bnt  it  is  said  this  bill,  separating  the  Govem- 
wamt  from  the  banlra,  will  divorce  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  people.  Are  the  banks  the 
people f  No,  sir;  this  bill  will  elevate  the 
pec^le,  and  the  Govmmient  of  the  people,  and 
of  the  States,  above  the  bai^  and  prevent 
them  from  arresting  the  Government,  as  they 
now  do,  by  withholding  the  pnbllc  revenne. 
It  will  have  a  still  greater  traidency  to  elevate 
the  people  above  the  banks,  by  diminishinff,  by 
Its  mciaental  operation,  the  amount  of  bank 
praeff  and  intfeadng  the  droulation  of  gold 
■na  rilver— fbr  the  payment  of  it  into  the 
lYeasnry  wQl  be  as  ocmstantly  flowing  out, 
enzlchinff  and  fertilinog  the  whole  country. 

Bat  the  Senator  from  Yii^nia  (Ur.  Rivbs) 
mjt  this  bill  will  fiimish  one  cnrrency  for  the 
Qovemmeiit,  uid  another  for  the  people.  Is  it 
contended  that  the  Government  shoold  take 
and  pay  out  the  broken  bank  notes  and  local 
shinplasters,  because  the  people  take  themt 
Ifo :  the  fixator  from  yirgima  does  not  pro- 
pose this,  bat  only  that  we  should  receive  the 
notes  of  banks  that  resume  specie  payments 
nnder  the  existing  law.  Now,  what  is  that 
law  ?  I  find  it  embraced  in  the  Senate  Journal 
under  date  of  the  Sth  ot  Aprii,  IMO^  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsidflration  of  the  UU 
entitled  '  An  act  making  ■ppropriations  for  the  pay- 
msDt  of  the  revolati(«iary  and  other  pensiODen  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1836.' 

The  foUowing  smendmeDt,  proposed  hj  Hr.  Bxm- 
TOM,  being  under  oonaideratioa : 

Sec.  —  And  be  it  further  enaeUd,  That  no  bonk 
note  of  less  denomination  than  twenty  ddlars  shall 
hereafter  be  offered  in  payment  In  any  case  whatso- 
ever  in  which  money  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States  or  the  Post  Office  Department ;  nor  shall  any 
bank  note,  of  way  dentouinatioD,  be  so  offered,  unless 
^  same  shall  be  payable,  and  paid,  on  demand,  in 
gold  and  diver  coin,  at  the  place  where  issaed,  and 
Mdch  shall  not  be  eqntnloit  to  qMde  at  the  place 
where  offered,  and  convertible  hrto  g«]d  or  sllTer 
upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of  flu  bidder,  and  whhoDt 
du^r  or  kes  to  him." 
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This  provisicm  was  adopted,  and  is  the  law : 
the  vote  in  the  Senate  bemg  yeas  23,  nays  18, 
my  own  vote  bdng  reewded  in  its  favor. 
Now,  this  Is  the  law,  and  the  Senator  from 
Yir^nia  does  not  iffopose  to  ehanwe  it  Now, 
are  these  bank  notes  that  the  BenatOT  fitnb 
Vir^nia  would  permit  the  Government  to  pay 
out  and  receive,  actoally  "  equivalent  to  speci& 
and  convertible  into  gold  or  silver  on  the  spot 
at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  without  delay  or 
loss  to  him  ?  "  Then  the  result  of  the  law,  as 
that  Senator  would  have  it  remain,  is  the  same 
in  its  operation  in  this  respect  as  th«  biU  now 
before  ns :  gold  and  silver,  or  its  fhll  equivalent, 
being  the  effect  of  either  system.  Bat  if  this 
be  not  so,  and  these  bank  notes  be  in  &ct  a 
baser  cnrrency  than  «M  or  silver,  what  right 
or  power  has  this  Govenunent  to  fiwoe  tids 
baser  currency  upon  the  people  by  publio  dis> 
bursements,  when  this  Government  can  make 
nothing  but  gold  or  silver  a  legal  tender  In  the 
payment  of  debts  t  No,  sir :  the  oper^on  of 
this  bill  will  be  to  improve  the  cnrrency  of  the 
whole  people  by  its  incidental  effects  in  dindn> 
ishtng  bank  pap«-  issues,  and  enlarging,  at  least 
to  that  extent,  the  general  circulation  of  gold 
and  silver.  But  the  depoMt  bank  system  wiU, 
indeed,  force  a  doubtful  and  unoratain  bank 
p^>er  ciroulation  upon  the  people,  convertible 
mto  specie  one  day,  and  inouiTertil^  and  d»- 
preoiated  to-morrow. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  terms  divwoe  of 
Bank  and  State^  aa  reminding  the  people  cf  the 
divcHfee  o£  chnroh  and  State,  are  popular  eatdir 
words.  I  have  not  used  these  tarns,  althonj^ 
I  firmly  believe  that  tiie  union  of  bank  ^d 
State  would  soon  prove  as  fatal  to  liberty  as 
the  union  of  churdi  and  State;  bn^  let  me 
aak,  are  not  the  terms  used  upon  the  outer  dde 
— one  currency  for  the  pec^le,  and  another  fOT 
the  Government,  and  the  terms  separating  the 
Government  from  the  people,  mere  popolor 
catchwords,  which  will  not  bear,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  slightest  examination.  It  is  said  this 
bill  will  destroy  credit,  by  impairing  confidence 
in  banks.  Have  not  we  had  too  much  confi- 
dence in  hank^  and  liave  tiiey  not  proved  the 
greatest  and  univerBal  deetrc^ers  of  all  credit 
and  all  eonfidencet  Tea,  these  veiy  hanks,  by 
their  expansions,  cuk^aotioiis,  and  ftUores,  de- 
stroyed all  ooofidenoe  and  all  credit,  not  only 
in  th^ttiselves,  hot  also  iMween  man  and  man, 
and  almost  betweennation  and  nation.  It  is  the 
banks  that  render  prices,  ecmfidence,  and  credit^ 
flnetoating  and  uncertain;  and,  before  their 
existence,  the  page  of  history  tells  that  ccHifi- 
denoe  and  credit,  between  man  and  man,  were 
infinitely  more  onlvenud,  and  that  protest  of 
bills  of  exchange  and  mercantile  fyinres  were 
then  almost  wholly  unknown.  Specie  was  not 
hoarded,  nor  credit  withheld  fixHn  honest  in- 
dostry,  but  mdversal^  extended,  unchecked  1^^ 
that  cmnihrow  cS  all  ooofldenoe  and  all  eredi^ 
aiitdng  from  expgaAooB,  etrntraotlona,  and  eac-^ 
ploidons  of  the  bank  pwer  system.  We  are 
MA  that  eonfideDoe,  confidence,  is  the  magio 
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word,  and  the  GloTemment  has  only  to  breathe 
Into  theae  banks  the  breath  of  oomBdence,  and 
adl  will  be  well.  Sir,  if  these  banks,  limited 
and  restrained  by  the  State  Legislatare^  ought 
to  be  oontinaed,  I  would  rather,  hj  the  ultimate 
iooidental  operation  of  this  bill,  posh  a  little 
more  oi  their  p^>er  cot  of  ciroolation,  and  mnoh 
more  specie  into  the  vanlts,  than  all  the  false  and 
delnsive  confidenoe  that  could  be  exdted  hj 
the  GoTemment  endorsement  of  eight  hundred 
and  twent;r-three  suspended  State  banks. 

This  Oovemment's  endorsemenL  with  its 
mighty-  sarplDS  deposited  in  State  banks,  has 
bieen  the  fraitM  oanse  of  nearly  all  oor  dis- 
asters, and  I  shall  never  attempt  to  renew  them 
by  re-adopting  the  system  from  which  these 
evils  flowed.  The  danger  is  not  of  oar  having 
too  few  banks,  and  too  little  pwer,  bnt  pre- 
cisely the  rererse.  To  repress  this  evil  ten- 
dency, should  be  the  ultunate  aim  of  every 
patriotic  statesman.  It  is  too  many  l«nlcs,  and 
too  much  paper,  that  has  involved  ns  in  too 
mnoh  debt,  and  more  banks  and  more  bank 
paper  would  only  a^ravate  the  evils. 

The  Btate  banks,  so  for  as  regards  their  mere 
disooDtinnance  immediately  as  GoTemment  de- 
positories, will  be  precisely  where  they  were 
before  the  removal  of  the  deposits.  And  as  to 
the  exolouon  of  bank  paper  from  revenue  pay- 
menta,  it  takes  effect  only  in  full  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1843.  The  bill  proceeds,  as  regards 
its  operation  on  bank  paper,  by  wise,  salutary, 
eaaUooa,  and  mognaAvQ  sImm,  keeping  in  view 
&e  existing  dimonllies,  and  the  neeeadty  of 
abstaining  mm  any  measure  oalcnlated  to  in- 
Jure  or  embarrass  the  people.  The  operation 
of  this  measure  upon  the  hanks  is  mnch  leas 
than  is  generally  supposed.  It  is  mnoh  leas 
than  the  regulating  and  checking  power  claimed 
for  the  United  States  Bank ;  for  that,  if  fiuth- 
folly  executed,  would  demand  we^y  balances 
in  gold  and  nlvw  or  its  equivalent,  from  all  the 
State  banks,  not  only  for  ''their  notes  received 
in  revenue  paymeuts,^*  but  also  for  "  their  notes 
received  for  toe  engSjKements  to  the  bank,"  cre- 
ating thus  a  double  <meck  upon  their  issues. 

I  have  shown  that  this  article  never  was  or 
would  be  futhfolly  executed ;  but  the  precise 
ultimate  effect  upon  State  buiks  of  this  meas- 
ure would  be  this :  Suppt^of^  the  annual  publio 
revenues  to  be  twenty  milhons  of  dolhuv,  of 
whioh  six  millions  would  be  the  average  amount 
in  Treasory  deposit(mes  received  for  public 
dn^  the  banks  would  be  required  to  cbeok 
their  issues  so  as  always  to  be  ready  to  fnrni^ 
six  millions  of  specie  annually  for  revenue  pay- 
ments. Kow,  the  entire  moneyed  transactions 
of  this  country  in  a  year  are  estimated  at  twelve 
thousand  millions  of  dollars,  so  that  if  the  de- 
mand of  the  GovoTunent  upon  the  banla  for 
rix  millions  be  the  oritnion,  it  will  be  equal 
only  to'less  than  one  per  eesit.  of  the  moneyed 
traasaoUons  <tf  the  whole  country ;  oriftwim^ 
mQliooa.  to  less  than  two  p«r  oemt.  of  theea 
teanaaotaoos,  leaving  aU  tibia  nut  field  of  trade 
aa4  busfaieai  open  &r  the  action  of  the  banks. 
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They  lose  the  Government  deposits  and  Gov- 
ernment credit,  and  are  left  to  bonk,  as  th^ 
ought,  on  their  own  capital  and  their  own 
credit.  Bat  what  is  most  importaat  in  separat- 
ing the  banka  and  the  Government,  is  the  ann 
aration  of  money,  bnnness,  and  pdltioB,  the 
fatal  union  of  which  most  always  oe  the  fridtr- 
f ui  source  of  panics  and  pressures. 

Whilst,  then,  this  measure,  I  sincerely  be- 
lieve, wiU  have  a  most  beneficial  effect  upon 
the  whole  country,  it  is  to  me  an  inexpressible 
gratification,  that  to  the  smmy  South  it  will 
prove  a  fountMn  of  wealth  and  prosperity.  The 
war  of  over-expanded  credit  upon  labor  and  its 
products,  aided  by  a  great  national  bank  at 
some  distant  capital,  or  by  the  oonoeDtration  at 
or  near  the  same  point  of  the  great  northern 
banking  capital,  sustained  by  ma  Oovammenfe 
deposits  and  endorsements,  must  cease,  and 
paper  credit  and  the  products  of  labor  Wt  a 
mr  field,  without  artificial  aid,  will  find  labor 
imd  its  products  rising  in  the  scale  4^  import- 
ance and  influwioe,  and  leaving  the  great  st^da 
States  a  &ir  q»portunity  of  carrying  out  their 
own  exports,  fmd  introdndng  their  own  im- 
ports, and  the  balances  in  gold  and  »lver,  the 
real,  solid,  substantial  buuness  of  their  banka 
being  more  safely  augmented  than  all  the  ndn- 
ous  ud  they  can  ever  receive  from  Government 
patronage.  And  now,  sir,  if  the  distinguished 
Senators  opposed  to  the  admimstration  on  this 
fioor  will  go  home  to  their  ccmstituents,  and 
explain  the  foil  and  predse  efi^eots  of  this  meas- 
ure, they  oan,  in  aiaing  the  establishment  oi  a 
sound  credit  on  aoond  prindi^es — aiding  in  Ixt- 
cpiring  a  just  confidence  in  we  relief  this  great 
measure  will  ultimately  extfoid  to  all  the  great 
interests  of  the  country — they  can  have  almost 
a  moneyed  millmium  dawn  upon  the  country 
at  once.  I  appeal  to  them,  uien,  as  patriotsy 
with  hearts  overfiowing  with  sympathy  for  the 
distress  of  the  country,  as  we  have  so  repeatedly 
heard  on  this  fioor,  to  unite  with  as  in  produc- 
ing this  great,  this  glorious  rwnlt;  and  the 
thauks  of  millions  of  grateftU  freemen  will  ^ve 
them  more  real  happiness,  more  genuine  conso- 
lation, and  more  true  and  durable  applause,  than 
all  the  parfe^  triumphs  that  could  adorn  tlw 
proudest  political  conquerors.  Let  them  imi- 
tate the  noble  example  of  the  distingnished  Sen- 
ator and  statesman  frran  Booth  GarUina,  in 
luring  down,  in  support  ot  this  bill,  hit  personal 
and  poUtical  pr^udioies,  as  a  burnt  ofibring 
upon  the  patnot^a  altar  of  his  country's  good, 
and  for  them,  also,  the  swelling  heart  of  a 
mighty  nation  will  throb  with  love  and  grat- 
itude. But  should  they  esteem  it  their  duty 
to  determine  otherwise^should  their  inspiring 
eloquence  and  great  intellectual  power  be  ex- 
erted in  wpeate  to  the  people  against  this 
measure — would  it  be  represented  as  a  tropical 
tornado,  about  to  sweep  in  its  destructive  career 
over  all  the  great  and  ohwiahed  institutions  of 
our  onnnupi  country,  panics  and  preasnres  mi^ 
kSLom  iK  a  time ;  but  socm,  yes,  v^  soon,  this 
great  print^du  involred  in  tUa  Im  moat  and 
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will  triumph,  and  it  will  theu  go  fimJi  with 
heaUng  on  its  wingaJbiUed  hy  the  appro'viiig 
Toioe  m  the  people.  The  measure  itself  wiH  m 
justly  viewed  as  a  third  decUration  <tf  Amer- 
ican independence,  and  the  daj  of  its  passage 
be  celebrated  in  all  time  to  cone  as  a  great  and 
ghnioDi  natioDal  Jubilee. 


TH1IB8D1.T,  September  28. 
The  8vh-Trta»ury  BiU. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  the  collection  and  custody  of 
the  public  revoiDe,  together  with  Ur.  Oai^ 
Bouirs  anundment  thereto. 

iSr.  TxBsnB  aidd :  Mr.  Frenae&t,  I  am  op- 
posed  to  the  doctrines  of  the  ICessag^  to  the 
bill,  and  to  tiie  amendment  of  the  member  from 
South  OaroUna,  (Mr.  Ojo-houk.)  In  all  these, 
I  see  nothing  for  the  relief  of  the  country ;  but 
I  do  see,  as  I  think,  a  question  involved,  the 
importance  of  which  transoenda  all  the  uiterest 
of  the  present  occasion. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  state  that  question ;  to 
present  it,  as  well  to  the  country  as  to  the  Sen- 
ate ;  to  show  the  length  and  breadth  of  it,  as  a 
question  of  practical  politics,  and  in  its  hearing 
on  the  powers  of  the  Government  to  exhibit 
its  imp<HtBnce,  and  to  express  my  own  opinions 
in  r^rd  tolL 

A  short  recital  of  events  sod  ooonrrenoes 
will  show  how  this  question  has  arisen. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  com- 
pleted the  fl(»ty-«ghth  year  of  its  oistene^ 
under  the  present  oonstitation,  on  the  third  day 
of  March  last  During  this  wlKde  period,  it 
has  felt  itself  bound  to  take  proper  care  of  the 
onrrenoy  of  the  country ;  and  no  administra- 
tion has  admitted  this  obligation,  more  clearly 
or  more  frequently,  than  the  last.  For  the  ful- 
filment of  this  aolEaowIedged  duty,  as  well  as 
to  accomplish  other  useful  purposes,  a  national 
bank  has  been  maintuned  {or  forty,  out  of 
these  forty-eight  years.  T#o  inBtitati<mB  of 
this  kind  have  bewi  created  by  law :  one  com- 
mencing in  1791,  and  limited  to  twenty  years, 
and  expiring,  therefore,  in  1811 ;  the  otiier 
commencing  in  1816,  with  a  like  tani  of  dnra- 
tdon,  and  ending,  therefore,  in  18S6.  Both 
these  institutions,  each  in  its  time,  acoomplisb- 
ed  their  purposes,  so  ftr  as  currency  was  con- 
cerned, to  the  general  satisflaotion  of  the  coun- 
try. But  before  the  last  bank  expired^  it  had 
the  misfortune  to  become  obnoxious  to  the  late 
administration.  I  need  not,  at  present,  speak 
of  the  causes  of  this  hostility.  My  purpose  only 
requires  a  statement  of  that  fact,  as  an  import- 
ant one  in  the  chain  of  occurrences.  The  late 
President's  dissatisfaction  of  the  bank  was  inti- 
mated in  his  first  annual  Message,  that  is  to  say. 
In  18S0.  Bnt  the  bank  stood  very  well  with 
the  oountxy,  the  Prerident's  known  and  grow- 
ing Imstility  notwithstandii^;  and  hi  1883, 
four  years  before  its  charter  was  to  expire,  both 
Hoasas  <tf  Qcmgreas  passed  a  IhH  ibr  its  oontinr 
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nance;  there  being  io  its  &vor  a  large  majority 
of  the  Senate^  and  a  lai^  mtAmtr  of  tito 
House  of  Bepresentalives.  The  Mil,  however, 
was  negatived  by  the  President.  In  1888,  by 
an  order  of  the  President,  the  pnblic  moneys 
were  removed  from  the  custody  of  the  bank, 
and  were  deposited  with  certain  selected  State 
banks.  This  removal  was  acccanpanied  with 
the  most  confident  declarations  and  assuruioes. 
put  forth  in  every  form,  by  the  Pr^d^t  and 
the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury,  that  these  State 
banks  would  not  only  prove  safe  depontories 
of  the  public  money,  but  that  they  would  also 
fiami^  the  country  with  as  good  a  currency  A 
iteverhadei^](^ea,wdprohahly  abetter;  and 
would  also  acoiHnpIIsh  au  tiuit  oonld  be  wished 
in  regard  to  domestic  exehangea.  The  sabsti- 
totion  of  State  banks  for  a  national  institntion, 
for  the  discharge  of  these  duties,  was  that  oper- 
ation, which  has  become  known,  ^d  is  liiely 
to  be  long  remembered,  as  the  "  experiment." 

For  some  years  all  was  said  to  ^  <m  ex* 
tremely  well,  although  it  seemed  plam  enough 
to  a  great  part  of  the  community  that  the  sys- 
tem was  radically  vicious ;  that  its  operations 
were  all  inconvenient,  clnmsy,  and  wnoUy  in- 
adequate to  the  proposed  ends ;  and  that,  sooner 
or  later,  there  must  be  an  explosion.  The  ad- 
ministration, however,  adheied  to  its  experi- 
ment. The  more  it  was  complained  of  the 
louder  it  was  pnuaed.  Its  commendation  was 
one  of  the  standing  topics  <rf  all  official  com- 
mnnications ;  and  in  his  last  Message,  in  Dfr- 
oember,  1886,  tiie  late  Freridoit  was  more  than 
usually  empbotto  npon  the  great  suooess  of  his 
attempts  to  improve  the  currency,  and  the 
happy  results  of  the  experiment  up<Hi  the  im- 
portant business  of  exchange.  But  a  reverse 
was  at  hand.  The  ripening  Tories  of  the  ex- 
periment were  soon  to  meet  a  dreadful  blight- 
mg.  In  the  eariy  part  of  May  last,  these  banks 
all  stopped  payment  This  event,  of  course, 
produced  greet  distress  in  the  country,  and  it 
produced  also  singular  embarrassment  to  the 
administration. 

The  present  administration  was  then  only 
two  months  old;  but  it  had  already  become 
formaUv  pledged  to  insiiitaiTi  the  policy  of  that 
whidi  had  gone  before  it  The  Freudent  had 
avowed  his  purpose  of  treading  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  predecessor.  Here,  then,  was  difficulty. 
Here  was  a  political  knot,  to  be  either  nntied 
or  cut  The  experiment  had  failed,  and  failed, 
as  it  was  thought,  so  utterly  and  hc^easly, 
that  it  could  not  be  tried  agam. 

What,  then,  was  to  be  done!  Committed 
agwnst  a  Bank  of  the  United  Stetes  in  the  strong- 
est manner,  and  the  substitute,  from  which  so 
much  was  expected,  having  disappointed  all 
hopes,  what  was  the  administraticm  to  do!  Two 
distinct  classes  of  dutwe  had  berat  perfoimed  in 
times  past  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
ooB  more  imme^atdy  to  Hie  Govwnmait,  the 
other  to  t^e  community.  Thefirst  was  the  safe- 
keeping and  the  transfer,  when  required,  of  the 
pDUio  moncTs;  the  ouer  the  so^lTing  of  a 
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sound  snd  conrenient  paper  oonenQy,  of  equal 
eredtt  all  orer  the  ooanby,  and  eveiTwhere 
eqnWalent  to  q>eoie,  and  the  ^Tiog  of  most 
important  fooilitlee  to  the  operatioos  of  ex- 
change. These  olf)eet8  were  highly  important, 
and  their  moet  perfect  accomplishment  hy  the 
experiment  had  been  promised  from  the  first. 
The  State  hanks,  it  was  declared,  conld  perform 
all  these  daties,  and  ehonld  perform  them.  Bat 
the  "  experiment "  came  to  a  dishonored  end  in 
the  early  part  of  May.  The  deposit  banks,  with 
the  others,  stopped  payment.  They  conld  not 
render  back  the  deposits ;  and  so  from  being 
able  to  famish  a  general  currency,  or  to  assist 
exchanges,  (purposes,  indeed,  which  they  never 
had  fulfilled  with  any  sncoess,)  their  paper  he* 
eame  immediately  depreciated,  even  in  its  looal 
oircnlation.  What  course,  then,  was  the  ad- 
minialntipn  now  to  adopt?  'Wliy,  dr,  it  is 
plain  that  it  had  bnt  me  alternative.  It  mnst 
either  return  to  the  fonner  praotioe  of  tiie 
Goremment,  take  the  currency  into  its  own 
hands,  and  maintain  it,  as  well  as  provide  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  pnblio  money  by  some 
institution  of  its  own ;  or  else,  adopting  some 
new  mode  of  merely  keeping  the  pnblio  money, 
it  mnst  abandon  all  fnrtoer  care  over  currency 
and  exdiange.  One  of  these  courses  became 
inevitable.  The  administration  had  no  other 
choice.  The  State  banks  could  be  tried  no 
more,  with  t-he  opinion  which  the  administra- 
tion now  entertained  of  them ;  and  how  else 
oonld  any  thing  be  done  to  maintain  the  cur- 
rency? In  no  way  hot  by  the  estabHshmwit 
of  ft  national  tautitattcm. 

There  was  no  escape  from  this  dnemma. 
One  oourse  was,  to  go  oaek  to  that  wUeh  the 
party  had  so  much  condemned ;  the  other,  to 
give  up  the  whole  duty,  and  leave  the  currency 
to  its  fate.  Between  these  two,  the  adminis- 
tration found  itself  absolutely  obliged  to  decide ; 
and  it  has  decided,  and  decided  boldly.  It  was 
decided  to  surrender  the  duty,  and  abandon  the 
constitation.  That  decision  is  before  us,  in  the 
ICessage,  and  in  the  measures  now  under  con- 
sideration. The  chtnce  has  been  made;  and 
that  choice,  in  my  opinion,  raises  a  question  of 
the  ntmost  importance  to  jthe  people  of  this 
coontrj^  both  for  the  present  and  all  future 
time^  That  qne^on  in,  whether  Congress  has 
or  ofu^t  to  have,  any  doty  to  perfhrm  in  rela- 
tion to  the  eanencf  of  the  oonntry,  beyond  the 
mere  r^ulation  of  the  gold  and  silver  coin, 

Hr.  Pre^dent,  the  honorable  member  from 
South  Carolina  remarked,  the  other  day,  with 
great  frankness  and  good  humor,  that,  m  the 
political  classifications  of  the  times,  he  desired 
to  be  considered  as  nothing  but  an  honest  nul- 
lifler.  That,  he  said,  was  his  character.  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  the  country  will  readily  concede  that 
character  to  the  htmorable  gentieman.  For ' 
one,  oerfaunly,  I  am  willing  to  say,  that  I  be- 
lieve him  a  very  h<HieBt  and  a  very  sincere  nnl- 
Ufler,  nring  the  term  in  the  nme  aenae  in  whidt 
he  used  it  himself,  and  in  which  he  meant  to 
1^1^  it  to  himedt   And.  I  am  vny  moeh 
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afraid,  sir,  that  (whatever  he  may  think  of  ib 
himself)  it  has  been  under  the  infinenoe  of  those 
smtimmts,  which  belong  to  his  character  as  a 
nuUifleft  tiut  he  has  so  readily  and  so  zMlons^ 
embraced  tiie  doctrines  of  the  FretidenCs  Mes- 
sage. In  my  winioo,  tiie  Message,  the  bill  be- 
fore us,  and  the  houvaUe  membw'a  amend- 
ment, form,  together,  a  vyatem,  a  eode  of  prac- 
tical politi(»,  the  direct  tendency  of  whkfli  is  to 
nullify  and  expunge,  or,  perhapa,  more  cor- 
rectly speaking,  by  a  united  and  mixed  process 
of  nullification  and  expunging,  to  abolish  a 
highly  important  and  useful  power  of  the  Oov- 
emment  It  strikes  down  the  principle  upon 
which  the  Government  has  been  admmistored, 
in  regard  to  the  subject  of  the  currency,  tiirou^ 
its  whole  history ;  and  it  seeks  to  obliteri^ 
or  to  draw  black  lines  aronnd,  that  part  of  the 
constitation  on  which  this  principle  of  adminis- 
tration has  rested.  The  ey^em  pn^xwed,  in  my 
<^ini(ai,  is  not  oidy  anti-commendal,  but  anti- 
oonstitotiooal  also,  and  anti-union  in  a  high 
decree. 

You  will  say,  sir,  that  this  is  a  strong  way  of 
stating^  an  opinion.  It  is  so.  I  mean  to  stato 
the  opinion  in  the  sbrongest  manner.  I  do  not 
wish,  indeed,  at  every  turn,  to  say,  of  measnrea 
which  I  oppose,  that  they  either  violate  or  sur- 
render the  ooostitntion.  But  when,  in  all  sober- 
ness and  candor,  I  do  so  think,  in  all  soberness 
and  candor  I  must  so  speak ;  and  whether  tiie 
opinion  which  I  have  now  expressed  be  true,  let 
the  sequel  decide. 

Now,  dr,  OoigreaB  has  been  called  tog^ber 
inanunneDtofgreatdiffloal^.  The  diaraeter- 
istio  the  crina  Is  ctwimerdal  distress.  We 
are  not  suflfering  horn  war,  or  pestilmoe,  or 
famine ;  and  it  is  alleged  by  the  President  and 
Becretaiy,  that  there  is  no  want  of  revenue. 
Our  means,  it  is  averred,  are  abundant.  And 
yet  the  Government  la  In  distress,  and  the 
country  is  in  distress ;  and  Congress  is  assem- 
bled, by  a  call  of  the  Freddent,  to  pnmde  re- 
lief. The  immediate  and  direct  cause  of  is^ 
derangement  of  the  currency  and  the  ex- 
changes ;  commerdal  credit  is  gone,  and  pn^ 
erty  no  longer  answers  the  common  ends  and 

{>urpo8ea  of  property.  Government  cannot  use 
ta  own  means,  and  Individnala  are  alike  mable 
to  command  OuAr  own  resouroes.  The  <^>eniF 
tion^  both  of  Government  and  peqile^  are  ob- 
struoted ;  and  they  are  obatmoted  becanse  tiie 
money  of  the  country,  tiie  great  instrument  of 
commerce  and  exchange,  has  become  disordered 
and  useless.  The  Government  has  funds ;  that 
is  to  say,  it  has  credits  in  the  banks,  but  it  can- 
not turn  these  credits  into  cash ;  and  individual 
citizens  are  as  bad  off  as  Government  The 
Government  is  a  great  creditor  and  a  great 
debtor.  It  collects  and  it  disburses  large  sums. 
In  the  loss,  tiierefore,  of  a  proper  meoinm  of 
payment  and  receipt.  Government  is  a  sufferer. 
But  tiie  pe(H>le  are  suflbrers  from  the  same 
causes ;  and  inasmuch  as  the  whole  amount 
pMrments  and  reoeipts  by  the  people,  in  their 
individual  tranaaotlons,  is  many  times  greater 
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Hkta  tiw  anurant  of  pa,ym<mia  and  reoeipU  b;- 
Oovernment,  the  a^egate  of  evil  suffered  bjr 
the  people  is  also  maojr  times  grester  than  that 
Buffered  by  GovemmeDt  Ladividaals  have 
means  as  ample,  la  {Hoportion  to  their  wants, 
as  Government ;  bat  they  share  with  Qovern- 
ment  the  common  calamity  arising  from  the 
overthrow  of  the  corrency.  The  honorable 
member  &om  Misaissippi  (Mr.  Walkbb)  has 
stated,  or  has  quoted  the  statement  from  others, 
that  while  the  payments  and  receipts  of  Qov- 
emment  are  twenty  millions  a  year,  the  pay- 
ments and  receipts  of  individntus  are  two  or 
three  hundred  millions.  He  has,  I  think,  un- 
derrated the  amount  <tf  iudlTidiul  pigments  and 
lee^pta.  But  even  if  he  has  not,  the  statement 
shows  bow  litUe  a  part  of  the  whole  avil  lalls 
<m  GovemmeDt  The  great  maas  of  saflbring 
is  on  the  pe(^le. 

Now,  air,  when  we  look  at  the  Ifeaaage,  the 
bill,  and  the  proposed  amendment,  their  single, 
exolnave,  and  undivided  object  is  found  to  be, 
relief  to  uie  Govemmeat.  Kot  one  single  pro- 
vifion  is  adopted  or  recommended  with  direct 
reference  to  tne  relief  of  the  people.  They  all 
gpetk  of  revenue,  of  finance,  of  duties  and  cua- 
toms,  of  taxes  and  collections;  and  the  evils 
whidi  the  people  suffer,  by  the  derangement 
cf  the  ourrenur  and  the  exchanges,  and  the 
Imaking  up  of  oommerdal  eredi^  instead  of 
bdng  put  wrth  as  prominent  and  leading  ob- 
Jeets  regard,  are  dismissed  with  a  slight  inti- 
snatwm,  here-  and  there,  that,  in  providing  for 
•Qa  mi^ittixfr  and  paramount  intererts  of  Gov- 
erament,  some  incidental  or  collateral  benefits 
mity,  perhaps,  accrue  to  the  community.  But 
is  Government,  I  a8k,'to  oare  for  nothing  but 
itself  t  Is  self-preservation  the  great  md  of 
Government  t  Has  it  no  trust  powers  f  Does 
it  owe  no  duties  but  to  itaelif  If  it  keeps 
itself  in  being,  does  it  fulfil  all  the  objects  of  its 
ereattont  I  think  not.  I  think  Government 
wdsta,  not  for  its  own  ends,  but  for  tiie  public 
utility.  It  ia  an  agency,  established  to  promote 
tha  eommon  good,  by  commtsi  oouDsals;  its 
chief  duties  are  to  the  people ;  and  it  seems  to 
me  strange  and  prapoBtwons^  in  a  moment  of 
great  and  general  distress^  tiiat  Govenunent 
should  cwfine  aU  its  deliberatimis  to  the  shi^e 
otijeot  of  its  own  revenues,  its  own  oaaveoience, 
its  own  untUsturbed  administration. 

I  eannot  s^,  nr,  that  I  was  surprised  to  see 
this  general  ebaraoter  impressed  on  the  face  of 
tiie  Ueiaage.  I  oonfeBS  it  appeared  to  me, 
when  the  banks  stopped  payment,  that  the 
adnuaiBtration  had  come  to  a  pass,  in  which  it 
was  unavoidable  that  it  should  take  some  such 
course.  But  that  neoeauty  was  imposed,  not 
by  the  nature  of  ibe  oriBas,  but  by  its  own  com- 
mitment to  the  line  <tf  politics  wMch  its  prede- 
asBBor  had  adopted,  and  which  it  had  pledged 
itsdf  to  panme. 

It  wiwdrawB  its  care  from  the  cumnoy,  be- 
oause  it  has  left  itself  no  means  of  perfonning 
Us  own  duties,  connected  with  that  aubject.  It 
baa  Toinntaii^  and  on  caknlation,  discarded 


and  renounced  the  p<dioy  which  has  been  ap- 
proved for  half  a  oentury,  because  it  could  not 
return  to  that  policy,  wiuiont  adnuttiog  its  own 
inooonstraioy  and  violating  its  party  pledges. 
This  ia  the  ^th  of  the  whole  matter. 

Now,  sir,  my  present  purpose  chiefly  is  to 
muntain  two  propositions : 

1.  That  it  IS  the  constitutional  duty  of  this 
Government  to  see  that  a  proper  currency,  suit- 
able to  the  circometanoes  of  the  times,  and  to 
the  wants  of  trade  and  bu^ess,  as  well  as  to 
the  payment  of  debts  due  to  Government,  be 
maintmned  and  preserved ;  a  currency  of  ^n- 
eral  credit,  and  capable  of  aiding  the  operations 
of  ezohane^  so  fiu*  as  those  operationa  may  be 
o(»iducted  l>y  means  of  the  dronlaling  medium ; 
a^  that  there  are  duties,  therefore,  devolving 
on  Otmgress,  in  relation  to  currency,  beyond 
the  mere  r^j^ation  of  the  gold  and  silver 
coins. 

a.  That  the  Uessage^  the  bill,  and  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  alL  m  effect,  deny  any  such 
duty,  disdum  all  such  power,  and  confine  the 
constitutional  obligation  of  Government  to  the 
mere  r^nlation  of  the  coins,  and  the  oare  of  its 
oirn  revenues. 

I  have  well  weighed,  Ur.  President,  and  folly 
considered,  the  first  of  these  propositions,  to 
wit :  that  which  respects  the  duty  of  this  Gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  the  currency.  I  mean  to 
stand  by  it  It  expresses,  in  my  judgment,  a 
principle,  folly  sustained  by  the  conatitution, 
and  by  tiie  usage  of  the  Government,  and  which 
is  of  the  highest  practical  importance.  With 
this  proposition,  or  this  principle,  I  am  willing 
to  stona  connected,  and  to  share  in  the  judg- 
ment which  the  community  shall  ultimat^ 
pronounce  upon  it.  If  the  country  shall  sns- 
tain  it,  and  be  ready,  in  due  time,  to  carry  it 
into  effect,  by  such  means  and  instruments  as 
the  general  opinion  shall  think  best  to  adopt,  I 
flbalT  co-operate,  cheerfully,  in  any  such  nnder- 
t^ing ;  and  shall  look  amin,  with  confidence, 
to  proq>erity  in  this  branch  of  our  national  con- 
cerns. On  the  other  hand.  If  the  oountry  shall 
reject  this  proposition,  and  act  on  that  njeo- 
tion ;  if  it  shall  decide  that  Oonmsa  has  no 
power,  nor  is  undw  any  duty,  in  relation  to  the 
currency,  beyond  ^e  mere  regulation  of  the 
coins ;  then,  npon  that  construction  of  the  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  Congress,  I  am  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  I  do  not  feel  myself  competent 
to  render  any  substantial  service  to  the  public 
opuncils,  on  these  great  interests.  I  admit,  at 
onoe,  that  if  tiie  currency  is  not  to  be  preserved 
by  tiie  Government  of  the  United  States,  I 
know  not  how  it  ia  to  be  guarded  agfunat  con- 
stantly oomirring  diawdera  and  derangonents. 

[Ur.  Webster  then  argued  at  great  length  in  fltvor 
of  bis  first  propoudw,  and  to  show  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  Ckmgms  to  regulate  tiie  paper  as  well  as  the 
metallio  eanwoj,  and  that  the  prefer  r^golatkn  of 
the  pi^  onmn^wsB  a  natianal  bank;  nd  ooo^ 
tinned:] 
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'When  the  bill  for  the  late  bank  was  called 
up,  the  honorable  member  from  Sonth  Carolina 
explained  ite  oUeots  in  an  able  speech.  He 
showed  the  absomte  neceadty  d  a  national  cur- 
rency ;  the  power  of  Oongresa  over  Boeh  our- 
Ten<^,  vhetiier  metallio  or  paper ;  and  the  pro- 
priety and  expediency  of  establiahing  a  bank, 
as  the  beat  means  of  exercising  these  powers 
and  fiilflUing  these  duties.  I  agreed  then,  and 
I  agree  now,  to  the  general  sentiment  expressed 
in  uiat  speech,  heartily  and  entirely.  I  would 
refer  to  it,  on  thb  oooasion,  both  as  an  able 
argument  and  a  high  authority ;  and  beg  to 
adopt  it,  as  settiDg  forth,  in  a  strong  light,  the 
sentiments  which  I  am  now  endfavoring  to 
enforce. 

[Ur.  OAi^oinr  here  rose  to  make  an  explana- 
tioQ.  He  sud  that  he  never  saw  the  reporter's 
notes  of  his  speech  on  that  oooasion,  and,  there- 
fine,  what  he  did  say,  nuy  not  hare  bem  what 
he  would  have  said.  Iliere  were  points  of 
omission  in  that  speech  which  occupied  a  col- 
umn and  a  half  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 
Mr.  0.  said  that  he  took  care  then,  as  now,  to 
fortify  himself  and  to  iMTe  a  road  open  to  op- 
pose, at  any  coming  tune,  a  national  bank.  He 
then  said  that  be  was  opposed  to  a  bank,  but 
that  he  submitted  to  tlie  necessity  of  the  case. 
There  was  then  a  connection  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  banks;  and,  if  the  Grovem- 
ment  had  a  right  to  regulate  the  currency, 
there  was  no  means  of  doing  it  bnt  br  a  nft- 
ti<mal  bank.  He  ha^  both  thai,  and  since 
then,  contended  that  OoTemment  had  no  right 
to  have  any  connection  with  any  banks.  In  nis 
opinion,  the  United  States  Bank  (whitdi  he  then 
advocated,  and  assisted  to  establish)  was  not 
established  according  to  theoonstitation.  Con- 
gress had  no  right  to  establiidi  saeh  a  bank.  He 
acted  contrary  to  his  own  impresdoos  of  right. 
Uany  people  may  do  things  which  they  do  not 
believe  to  be  lawftd,  from  necesuty.  He  acted 
from  necessity.] 

Mr.  Wbbstkb,  resuming  his  rCTiarks,  said  he 
thought  the  gentieman  had  said,  formerly,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  decision  of  the  qaestion, 
he  folt  thenceforward  precluded  from  oppo^g 
the  bonk  as  being  dbotmstitntUMial. 

[Mr.  OALHonf  again  endatned :  He  (Mr.  O.) 
thought  the  connection  between  GoTermnent 
and  banks  was  now  broken^  and  that  set  him 
at  liberty ;  so  that  now  he  coold  oppose  what 
he  had  then,  and  rince,  earnestly  advocated.] 

It  is  not  my  desire,  air,  to  hold  the  gentleman 
to  a  report  of  his  spmch,  which  be  may  choose, 
even  now  to  dis<didm.  I  have  never  heard  of 
his  disclaiming  it  before ;  and  even  now,  sir,  I 
do  not  understand  him  as  being  desirous  of  re- 
tracting or  denying  any  thing  contained  in  the 
printed  report  of  his  speech,  respecting  the  im- 
portance of  a  uniform  ni^onal  onrrency.  That 
topic  makes  up  the  som  and  substance  of  his 
vhole  speeoh.  It  was  the  t(^io  of  the  occo- 
rion;  it  was  the  express  pmpose  tar  which  his 
committee  had  been  raised,  and  for  the  aocom- 
idlslmient  of  vldoh  the  whole  woceeding  was 
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gone  into.  It  was  all  currency,  currency,  cur- 
renoy ;  and,  whether  the  gentleman  now  thhiks 
the  law  ocmstitatiooal  or  nuo<HistittttiomU,  he 
cannot  deny  that  hia  own  oljeot,  and  the  olgeot 
Oongress,  was  to  fiimish  a  drculating  me- 
dium for  the  country.  And  hne,  again,  so  un- 
important, relatively,  was  the  mere  custody,  or 
deposit  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  bonk,  that 
the  bill,  as  originally  introduced,  contained  no 
provision  for  that  object  A  section  was  after- 
wards introduced,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  my  motion,  providing  for  the  deposit  of  the 
public  moneys  with  the  bonk,  unless  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  should,  at  any  time,  other- 
wise order  and  direct ;  a  reservation  of  power 
to  the  Secretary,  which,  as  I  think,  and  iJways 
have  thooghU  wss  greatiy  abused,  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposits  in  1888. 

By  reference  to  the  debatei^  sir,  it  will  be 
found  that  other  fHends  of  the  measure  ft^- 
lowed  up  the  general  ideas  of  the  honoraUe 
gentiemui  from  Sontli  Carolina,  and  supported 
the  bank,  as  a  necessary  agent  or  instrument  for 
establishing,  anew,  a  national  cnnency,  for  the 
OSes  of  commerce  and  exchange. 

It  was  my  second  proposition,  dr,  that  the 
Ueasage,  the  bill,  and  tiio  amendment,  taken 
together,  deny,  in  snbstonce,  that  this  Govern- 
ment has  any  power  or  duty  connected  with  the 
cnrrency,  or  toe  exchanges,  bciyond  the  mere 
regulation  of  the  coins. 

And,  air,  is  this  not  true  ?  We  are  to  Judge 
of  the  Message  by  what  it  omits,  as  well  as  by 
what  it  prc^Kwes.  Congress  is  called  t(^ethw 
in  a  great  oommerdd  ^Uns.  The  whole  bu^ 
ness  of  the  eonntry  is  arrested  by  a  sodden  di»* 
order  of  the  currency.  And  what  is  proposed  f 
Any  thing  to  restore  this  currency  ?  Any  thing 
with  a  direct  view  of  producing  the  resumption 
of  payment  by  the  banks  f  la  a  single  measure 
offered,  or  sumested,  the  main  pivpose  of  which 
is  general  r3ief  to  the  country?  Kot  Uteu 
Ko,  sir,  not  one.  The  administration  oonftscB 
its  measures  to  the  Government  itself.  It  pro- 
poses a  loan,  by  the  means  of  Treasury  notes, 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue; 
and  it  proposes  secure  vaolt^  and  strong  boxes, 
for  tiie  safe-keeping  of  the  public  numeys;  and 
here  its  paternal  care  ends.  Does  the  Message 
propose  to  grapple,  in  any  way,  with  the  mam 
evil  of  the  timesi  Seeing  that  &kt  evil  is  one 
affecting  the  currency,  does  the  Message,  TSka 
that  of  tfr.  Madison,  in  1816,  address  itself  a- 
rectly  to  that  point,  and  recommend  measures 
of  adequate  relief}  3So  such  thing.  It  abstaioa 
from  all  general  relief.  It  looks  oat  for  the 
interest  of  the  Government,  as  a  Government ; . 
and  it  looks  no  further.  Sir,  let  me  tarn  to  the 
Message  itself^  to  show  that  all  its  recommenda-  - 
tions,  and,  indeed,  all  the  oUects  in  calling - 
Congress  together,  are  confined  to  the  narrow 
and  exdusive  purpose  of  reUeving  the  wants  of 
Government. 

The  President  says,  that  the  regulations  ee- 
tabUshed  ij  Congress,  for  the  depout  and  safo^ 
kec^ng  of  the  pnUio  xaauja,  haTing  beonne- 
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inoperative  by  the  snspension  of  paTment  hy 
the  bants;  and  aputraienidiiig  that  the  Bame 
olHue  wonld  bo  the  revenne,  that  the 

reo^pts  into  Cbe  Treasnry  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  defray  the  expenses  of  Govemmmfr; 
and  OS  qaestiona  were  also  expected  to  arise 
respecting  the  October  instalment  of  the  deposit 
to  the  States,  and  donbting  whether  Govern- 
ment wonld  be  able  to  pay  its  creditors  in  spe- 
tie,  or  its  equivalent,  according  to  law,  he  felt 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  Congress  together. 
These  are  the  reasons  for  caUing  Oongress. 
They  are  all  the  reasons;  and  they  all  have 
exdnsive  regard  to  the  Government  itselfl 

In  the  next  place,  let  ns  see  what  measorea 
the  Message  recommends  to  Oongress.  In  its 
own  language,  the  ol^eota  demanding  attention 
are: 

"To  regulate,  by  law,  the  safe-keeping,  tnnsfer, 
and  disbunemeut  of  the  public  moneys ;  to  designate 
flie  fimda  to  be  received  and  paid  by  the  Oovem- 
moit;  to  enable  the  Treasniy  to  meet  promptly 
every  demand  vpoa  it ;  to  prescribe  the  terms  of  in- 
diligence,  aud  the  mode  of  settlement  to  be  adopted, 
as  vdl  in  collecting  from  imUvidiials  the  revenue 
that  has  accrued,  as  la  withdrawing  it  frwn  foimer 
dqtodtories." 

These  ore  all  the  objects  recommended  por- 
ticnlarly  to  the  core  of  Congress;  and  the 
ennmeration  of  them  is  followed  by  a  general 
souestion,  that  Oongress  will  adopt  snch 
&rther  measures  as  may  promote  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  conntry.  This  whole  enumeration, 
it  is  obvious,  is  confined  to  the  wants  and  oon- 
venienoe  of  the  Government  itself. 

And  now,  sir,  let  us  see  on  what  grounds  it 
la  that  the  Uessage  re&aina  irom  recommend- 
ing measures  of  general  relief.  The  Frerident 
says: 

*'  It  was  not  designed  the  constitution  tliat  the 
Qovenunent  ehoold  uBome  Uie  management  of  do- 
mestic  or  foreign  exchange.  It  Is,  indeed,  atdhor- 
ind  to  reroute,  bjr  law,  the  commerce  between  tha 
States,  and  to  provide  a  general  standard  of  value  or 
medium  exchange  hi  gold  and  silver ;  but  it  is 
not  its  province  to  aid  individuals  in  the  transfer  of 
their  funds,  otherwise  than  throuf^  the  facilities 
afforded  by  the  Post  OIBce  Department  jnstiy 
might  It  be  called  on  to  provids  for  the  tnnsportB- 
titm  of  their  merohandlse." 

And  again: 

"  Tf,  therefore,  I  refrain  &om  su^iesting  to  Con- 
gress any  specific  plan  for  regulating  the  exchanges 
of  the  country,  relieving  mercantile  embarrassments, 
or  interfering  with  the  ordinary  <q>entions  of  foreign 
or  domeetie  eoaunwce,  it  ia  from  a  conviction  that 
BBcfa  measares  are  not  vitbia  the  eonatitntional  prov- 
ince <^  the  Goieral  Government  and  that  thdr 
adoption  would  not  promote  the  reid  and  permanent 
wellhre  of  those  they  might  be  dedgncd  to  aid." 

The  Ireaiden^  tlien,  sir,  decdines  to  recMU- 
mmd  any  measare  for  the  relief  ot  commerce, 
ibr  the  restoration  of  the  onrrenciy,  or  for  the 
benefit  of  exchan^s,  on  the  avowed  ground 
Ihat,  in  hia  opimon,  soch  measares  are  not 
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within  the  constitational  power  of.  Congress. 
He  is  distinct  and  explicit,  and  so  far  entitled 
to  (n«dit  He  denies,  broadly  and  flatiy,  that 
there  is  any  authority  in  this  Goremment  to 
regulate  the  onrrency,  and  tiie  exchanges,  be- 
ycmd  its  care  of  the  coin.  The  question,  then, 
is  fairly  stated.  It  cannot  be  misunderstood ; 
and  we  are  now  to  see  hov  C(Mwresa,  and,  what 
is  much  more  important,  how  the  oountiy,  will 
settle  it 

Mr.  President,  if,  in  May  last,  when  ^ecie 
payments  were  sn^ended,  the  President  of  one 
of  the  banks  had  called  his  countnl  of  directors 
tc^ther,  informed  them  that  their  affdrs  were 
threatened^  with  danger,  that  they  could  not 
collect  their  debts  in  specie,  and  might  not  be 
able  to  pay  thdr  creditors  in  specie,  and  recom- 
mended such  measures  as  he  thought  £heir  in- 
terest required;  his  pcdicy,  in  all  this,  would 
have  been  no  more  exdusivdy  confined  to  the 
interests  of  bis  corporation,  than  the  policy  of 
the  Message  is  confined  to  the  interests  of  this 
great  corporation  of  Government.  Both  in 
practice,  therefore,  and  on  principle,  in  reality, 
and  avowedly,  the  administration  abandons  the 
currency  to  its  fate.  It  surrenders  all  care  over 
it,  declines  all  concern  about  it,  and  denies  that 
it  has  any  duty  connected  with  it. 

Sir,  the  question,  then,  comes  to  be  this; 
Shall  one  of  the  great  powers  of  the  constitu- 
tion, a  power  essential  to  it,  on  any  just  plan 
or  ibwrj  of  Government,  a  power  which  has 
been  exerdsed  from  the  b(»lnning,  a  power 
absdlntely  necessary  and  inuspensable  to  the 
proper  regulation  of  the  commerce  of  the  coon- 
tiy,  be  now  surrendered  and  abandoned  for- 
ever !  To  this  point  we  have  come,  sir,  after 
pnrsaing  the  "  experiment "  of  the  late  admm- 
istration  for  five  years.  And  from  this  point,  I 
am  persuaded,  the  country  will  move,  and  move 
strongly,  in  one  direction  or  another.  We  shall 
either  go  over  to  the  gentieman  irom  MissonrL 
and  smfer  him  to  embrace  us  in  his  gold  and 
silver  arms,  and  hug  us  to  his  hard  money 
breast;  or  we  shall  return  to  the  long-tried, 
well-^>proTed,  and  constitutional  practice  of 
the  Government 

As  to  the  employment  o#the  State  banks,  &r 
the  purpose  of  midntaining  the  currency,  and 
carrying  on  the  oporationa  of  exchange,  I  cer- 
tainly never  had  any  confidence  in  th^  system, 
and  have  none  now. 

I  think  the  State  banks  can  never  furnish  a 
medium  for  drcolation,  whidi  shall  have  uni- 
versal credit,  and  be  of  equal  value  everywhere, 

I  think  they  have  no  powers,  or  faculties, 
which  can  enable  them  to  restrain  excessive 
issues  of  paper. 

I  think  their  respective  qiheres  of  action  are 
so  limited,  and  their  currencies  so  local,  that 
they  can  never  accompliah  what  is  deured  in 
relstiMi  to  exchanges. 

Still,  I  iwefer  ^e  emidoyment  of  State  banks 
to  the  project  be&re  as ;  because  it  is  less  of  a 
project;  because  it  is  less  dangerous;  and, 
cbie^,  became  it  does  not  aunender,  cfibct-  ' 
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tially,  and  in  teims,  a  great  power  of  the  con- 
stitntion. 

In  every  respect  this  prctject  is  objectionable. 
It  is  but  another  ^  experiment ; "  and  those  who 
reoomuiend  it  so  zealonsly,  were  the  an&ws  of 
the  Itt^  and  were  eqiuUy  fidl  of  oonfidenoe  and 
aasnranoe  in  regard  to  that 

Who  invite  us  to  try  this  experiment  ?  "What 
voices  do  we  hear  raised  in  its  recommenda- 
tion? Are  they  not  the  well-known  voices 
which  we  heard  so  often  when  the  late  ^  ex- 
periment "  was  began  ?  We  know  of  bat  one 
accession.  The  voice  of  the  honorable  member 
from  Soath  Carolina  is  heard,  it  is  tme,  now 
mingling  with  the  general  strain ;  aud  that  is 
all.  Where,  then,  is  the  ground  for  confidence 
in  this  ezpeiiment,  more  than  there  was  tat  it 
in  the  last! 

This  Boheme,  too,  Is  agdiut  all  onr  naages, 
and  all  oar  haUts,  It  locks  ap  the  reToiue, 
under  bolts  and  bars,  from  the  time  of  collec- 
tion to  tbe  time  of  disbursement.  Onr  practice 
has  been  otherwise,  and  it  has  been  a  nsefhl 
praoCioe,  In  1888,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
nry  admonished  the  deposit  banks,  since  they 
had  obtained  tiie  custody  of  the  public  fimds,  to 
accommodate  the  public,  to  loan  fl*eely,  espe- 
cially to  importing  merchants.  And  now,  a 
system  is  proposed  to  ns,  according  to  which 
any  use  of  the  public  funds,  by  way  of  loan  or 
accommodation  to  the  public,  is  made  a  crim- 
iuol  offence,  and  to  be  prosecated  by  indict* 
menti   Admirable,  admirable  connstenc?  1 

Mr.  HcBBABD  said :  The  bill  nnwrCed  by  the 
Committee  on  Elnanoe,  if  carried  into  fiiU  eflbct, 
cannot  fkil  to  relieve  the  Government  from 
present  flnanidal  embarrassment  I  am  fhlly 
aware  that  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  chturman  of 
tlie  committee  to  present  his  own  views  in  re- 
lation to  ^e  measure :  it  will  be  his  province 
to  give  a  very  detailed  statement  of  the  char- 
acter and  effect  of  that  bill — ^its  benefits  to  the 
Government,  to  the  banking  institution  of  the 
country,  and  to  the  people  themselves.  It  can- 
not but  have  occurred,  however,  to  every  indi- 
vidual, that  if  this  bill  should  now  be  adopted, 
it  would  in  effect  be  but  the  same  meaanre,  so 
br  as  it  relates  to  the  collection  and  to  Uie  dis- 
bursement of  the  poblio  mmey,  which  has  ex- 
isted almost  from  1789,  untO  the  Joint  resolu- 
tion of  April,  1816.  This  bill,  if  oarried  into 
effect,  would  give  to  tiie  Qovernmuit  the  eer- 
tain  and  absolute  control  of  its  own  foods.  So 
did  the  act  of  1789.  This  bill,  if  adopted,  would 
sever  the  Government  from  any  connection 
with  the  pecnniaij  concerns  of  the  local  banks 
of  the  country.  So  did  the  act  of  1789 ;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  existence  of  the  Bulk  of 
the  United  States  from  1791  to  1811,  there  was 
no  legal  provision  which  created  that  instatu- 
tion,  or  any  other  bank,  the  receiver  and  dis- 
burser  of  the  public  revenue.  If  this  bill  should 
be  adopted,  the  fiscal  ^ents  of  the  Government 
will  collect,  hold,  and  dlsbnrse  the  pnUio  rev- 
enues npon  tlirir  own  respiHiabillty.  So  did 
the  collectors  under  the  aot  of  Jnly,  1789.  If 


this  bill  be  passed,  the  fiscal  agents  will  be  im- 
mediately accounteble  to  the  Government.  So 
were  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  from  Uie 
foundation  of  the  Government  to  the  reoharter 
of  tiie  United  States  Bank,  in  1816.  The  ad- 
vantages the  Gomiunent  will  derive  from  Uie 
operation  of  this  measure  will  be  tiie  certain 
control  of  its  own  ftmds,  the  direct  responu- 
bility  and  aooonntability  to  the  Government  of 
its  own  fiscal  agents ;  and  another  benefit  which 
will  result  from  the  adoption  of  this  measure, 
will  be  the  onchaneeable  character  of  its  own 
means,  and  the  fixed  value  of  its  own  revenues 
—-not  liable  to  depreciation  by  the  casualties 
and  misfortones  to  which  the  moneyed  institu- 
tions of  the  conntry  are  more  or  less  liable. 
The  ntter  failure  of  this,  or  the  severe  losses  of 
that  bank,  can,  in  nowise,  deteriorate  the  value 
of  the  Government  taam.  So  it  was  for  the 
first  quarter  of  a  century  after  the  adoption  of 
our  cmistitotion.  Independent  of  all  banks,  we 
would  manage  onr  finances  in  our  own  way, 
and  with  perfect  security  to  the  Government 
So  it  was  under  the  act  of  1789.  The  revenues 
then  were  collected  and  disbursed  independent 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  These  are, 
some  of  the  benefits  which  would  result  to  the 
Government  by  the  adoption  of  this  bUl ;  and, 
acting  independent  of  local  banks  in  tiie  collec- 
tion and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  it 
would  also,  in  its  operation,  be  beneficial  to  the 
banks  themselves.  If  this  measnre  be  carried 
into  effect,  no  longer  will  the  money  of  the 
Govemmait  be  used  by  the  State  banks  in 
th^r  banking  operations ;  no  longer  will  the 
money  of  the  Govonment  be  emmoyed  in  in- 
creasing the  paper  issues  (tf  the  lianks,  by  in* 
creasing  their  discounts,  and  their  credits ;  aud 
certain  it  is  that  this  deposit  with  the  local 
banks  cannot  be  required  for  the  transactions 
of  the  necessary  business  of  a  business  oom- 
mnnity.  The  pecuniary  aid  of  the  Government 
is  not  needed  for  the  legitimate  operation  of  the 
local  banks.  There  is  not,  Mr.  Freddent,  any 
want  of  bank  ci^ital  in  the  country ;  if  there 
was.  there  is  no  want  of  a  dispoution  to  create 
bank  capital.  The  complaint  is,  and  has  been, 
that  bonks  have  multiplied  too  rapidly,  and 
bey<md  the  neoesnties  and  wants  of  a  oomme^ 
du  and  trading  onmnnnit^.  The  complunt  !■ 
wen  founded.  Oertun  the  foot  is,  that  there  is 
not  at  this  time^  withm  the  Undts  of  New  Eng- 
land, any  want  of  bank  capital.  If  this  be  so, 
what  occasion  can  there  be,  whore  is  the  neces- 
sity, of  requiring  the  deposit  of  the  public  money 
to  carry  on  the  proper  operations  of  these  local 
banks?  There  can  be  no  necesdty;  and  the 
sound,  stable,  substantial  institutions  will  be 
essentially  benefited  by  giving  up  this  trading 
upon  the  money  of  the  Government,  and  by 
returning,  to  the  good  old  safe  practice  of  man- 
aging their  own  bnsiness  upon  their  own  cap- 
ital There  Is  too  much  aooertwn^  otteudiuff 
the  use  of  the  puUio  money  to  Justify  any  basic 
A<Ang  business  uikhi  the  strength  of  Goveni- 
ment  dcpodts.  It  is  tme  tiiat  a  half  of  a  laXU 
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lion  may  be  placed  with  a  public  depositoiy  to- 
day for  lafe-keeptDg :  uia  may  it  not  be  so, 
that  a  pablio  qipropriaMon  tot  some  unexpected 
and  unlooked-for  event  radj  render  it  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  withdraw  at  once  the 
Thole  amount  of  snch  a  depout;  and  if  the 
bank  had  previonsly  pnt  this  deposit  ont  on 
loan — as  it  certainly  wonld  do,  under  the  de- 
posit act,  to  indemnify  it  against  the  claim  of 
the  Government  to  interest — ^migbt  it  not  be 
embarrassing  to  the  banks  to  answer  snob  a  call 
from  the  Treasury  Department! 

The  great  imcertunty,  then,  both  as  to 
amount,  and  to  time,  which  must  attend  the 
deposits  of  the  public  money,  cannot  fall  to  be 
regarded  by  sound  and  well-regulated  banks  as 
a  great  objection  to  the  recq>tion  of  the  Got- 
emment  d^o^ts.  Jf  the  banks  vhioh  have 
been  selectea  under  the  deporit  act  of  June  S8, 
1686,  ^ould  be  called  upon  to  answer  the  in- 

guhry  whether  the  Government  mon^  received 
y  tLem  in  deposit  has  been  a  benefit  to  their 
respectiTe  Insutntions,  the  answer  of  the  solvent 
ana  stable  deposit  buika  would  be— no ;  they 
have  been  an  injury,  rather  than  a  benefit. 
•  Trace  the  history  of  the  deposits  which  have 
been  made  with  the  banks  in  New  England, 
and  it  must  result,  from  the  great  uncertainly 
and  instability  which  has  attended  the  moneyed 
operations  of  the  Government,  that  the  deposits 
have  served  but  to  augment  their  pecuniary 
embarrassments.  Better,  ti)eD,  would  it  be  for 
them  and  for  the  Government  to  dissolve  the 
connectiim.  And,  President,  the  people 
themselves,  fi>r  whose  interest  tiiere  bas  been 
much  feeling  manifested  pending  the  debate 
upon  this  bill,  would  also  participate  in  the 
benefits  which  woald  result  from  the  adoption 
d  tills  measure.  ICen  would  become  steady 
and  settled  in  their  operations ;  there  would  no 
longer  be  given  to  property  an  infiated  and  fac- 
titious value ;  business  would  resume  its  accus- 
tomed channels;  and  the  excitement,  always 
temporary  and  always  dangerous,  (the  fruit  of 
any  extraordinary  expansion  of  yaper  curreDcy,) 
would  he  done  away ;  the  spirit  of  speculation 
and  overtrading  would  be  checked;  a  sound 
discTetj<ai  and  a  guarded  prudence  would  mark 
the  conduct  of  business  men,  and  ^ve  character 
to  all  their  qwratirau.  There  would  not,  and 
there  conld  not  be,  that  constant  change  and 
revolution  in  the  vdne  of  property,  necessarily 
involving  in  its  consequences  Ibe  fortune  and 
the  fate  of  thousands.  Let  the  Gkivemment, 
through  ita  own  agents,  collect  and  hold  its 
revenues  exclusively  for  public  purposes;  let 
the  Government  withhold  from  the  local  insti- 
tutions the  use  of  the  pablio  ftmds,  and  that 
wild,  extravagant,  luid  adventurous  spirit  which 
has  pervaded  our  country  for  the  last  two  years, 
will  be  controlled  by  the  power  of  sober  judg- 
ment ;  and  if  such  wonld  be  the  consequences 
resulting  from  the  adoption  of  this  measure, 
surely  the  people  would  gready  participate  in 
the  benefits  of  the  system.  In  my  behe^  the 
'  Government,  the  banks,  and  the  people^  ironld 
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derive  essential  advantues  frvm  the  8dm>tion 
of  this  measmw.  I  shid^  tiierefore,  Ur.  Presi- 
dent, give  to  it  my  beat  support.  As  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  fuaooe,  I  agreed  to  re- 
port the  bill.  The  disoaasion  irhk£  baa  takea 
place  since  the  bill  has  been  before  the  Senate 
— to  all  of  which  I  have  given  my  constant  at- 
tention— has  served  to  satisfy  my  own  mind  of 
the  neceenty,  policy,  and  Justice,  of  the  meas- 
ure. I  deeply  r^ret  that  a  different  view  hae 
been  taken  of  this  matter  by  other  gentiemen, 
for  whose  opinions  I  have  ever  entertuned  a 
profound  re^teot ;  but  it  is,  I  trust,  hut  an  hon- 
est difference  of  opinion  on  a  leading  measure 
of  public  policy.  I  have  no  belief  that  any 
change  of  seutiment  can  be  acc<mi|dished ;  bnt^ 
nr.  I  must  be  exonsed  fat  noticing  some  of  the 
objeetionB  which  have  been  made  on  thia  floor 
to  liie  bin  now  under  eooidderatifm. 

Fbat.  It  Is  oljected  that  the  bOl  prDvidas 
that  the  revenues  of  the  Government  would  be 
collected  and  disbursed  in  gold  and  silver ;  and 
from  the  oonseqnence  given  to  tills  olyectioa 
to  the  measure  pending  the  debate,  the  infer- 
ence must  be  that  in  tiiis  particular  a  great 
innovation  upon  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  oontcanplated,  and  that  a  new  principle 
is  to  be  introduced  into  our  legislation ;  but,  so 
far  from  that  being  the  &ct,  this  same  principle 
— this  special  provinon — ^liaa  been  coexistent 
with  the  Government  itselil  By  the  act  to  reg- 
ulate  the  collection  of  duties,  &o.,  approved 
July  21,  1789,  it  is  provided  "  that  the  duties 
and  ftes  to  be  oolleoted  by  virtue  of  sud  acL 
shall  be  reodved  in  gold  and  rilver  cmn  only." 
And  by  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  Febru- 
ary, 1791,  creating  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  provided  ^'  that  the  bills  or  notes  of 
the  said  corporation,  ori^nally  made  payable^ 
or  which  shall  have  become  purable  on  de- 
mand, in  gold  and  silver  coin,  mm  be  received 
in  oU  payments  to  the  United  States."  The 
corporation  was  not,  by.  the  terms  of  its  char- 
ter, made  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government ; 
nor  was  the  bank  made  the  depoutory  of  the 

{mblic  revenues.  The  responmbility  of  the  ool- 
eotors,  created  by  the  act  of  1789,  was  not 
transferred  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
They,  and  they  tlooa,  were  directly  aoeoontable 
to  ttie  Govenmittit.  Tbeir  dntiee  were  pre- 
scribed by  the  tm^  and  were  not,  by  the  <^ar- 
ter  of  the  bank,  ohaosed.  This  feature  of  the 
bill,  should  the  amen£nent  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  be  adopted,  would  contain  no 
new  principle,  nor  introduce  any  new  practice. 
From  1789  to  1816,  such  was  the  usage  of  the 
Government,  and  such  was  the  law  of  the  land. 
And  I  would  oonfidentiy  appeal  to  the  ex- 
perience of  the  people,  whetho-  the  material 
change  in  the  collection  and  disbursement  of 
tiie  public  revenues  which  took  plaoe  on  the 
recbarter  of  the  United  States  Bank  in  1810, 
and  ibe  sulweqaent  changes  whicii  have  taken 
place,  have  aavanoed  th«r  peaoe,  proaperitj-, 
and  happinesB,  Under  tiie  qrstem  whioh  was 
eitaUished  in  1789,  and  praoliaed  on  1)y  the 
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Ooverament,  the  reveanes  were  collected  and 
dislmned  in  a  oorrencj  not  rabjeot  to  change 
or  detuioration,  bj  its  own  fiaeal  agents,  di- 
rectly  Teap<HiuUe  to  Hbe  Gtovemment.  Bj  the 
net  of  1616,  nobartering  the  United  Stateg 
Bank,  that  corporation  was  made  the  reepoosi- 
ble  fiscal  agent  of  the  Goverament.  All  the 
bills  or  notes  of  the  corporation,  witfaoat  xay 
diaorimination,  were  made  receivable  in  all 
payments  to  the  United  States.  And  the  act 
provides  farther,  "that  the  deports  of  the 
monej  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  which 
tiie  a^d  bank  and  branches  thereof  may  be  es- 
tablished, sball  be  made  in  esid  bank  or  branoh- 
es;"  and  "that  dnring  the  continuance  of  the 
act,  aod  wheneT«r  reqiure^  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  1>eacai7,  the  eud  ocnrpantion  shall  give 
the  neceawwy  nuUties  fiw  trwaferring  the  pab- 
Uo  Ainds  fimn  place  to  plaoe^  within  tne  United 
StMea,  and  for  dlBtribnting  the  same  in  pay- 
ment of  the  pnUio  creditors,  without  cha^;e," 
ice  These  provisions  were  introduced,  by  way 
vS  amMidmenta  to  the  bill,  after  it  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  and  were,  X  believe, 
proposed  by  the  Senator  fh»a  Massachnaetta, 
thereby  materially  and,  as  it  has  operated,  in- 
Jurioasly  chan^g  the  whole  practice  <tf  the 
GoTemment  in  relation  to  the  odleotim  and 
disborsement  of  the  pnblic  fimds. 

Had  the  bank  been  vested  with  no  other 
powers  by  the  act  of  1616,  than  were  conferred 
by  tiw  act  of  1791,  the  evils  which  have  siooe 
'bem  experlcsMed  would  inobaUy  have  been 
avoided.  It  was  its  iBtSinate  oonnectioa  with 
Ae  finances  of  the  country — it  was  the  oontrol 
it  posseased  over  the  publio  funds— it  was  the 
poSdcal  influence  it  was  supposed  to  exercise 
— that  awakened  the  jealousy  of  the  American 
people,  and  exdted  feelings  and  established 
<^ini(His  hostile  to  the  continuance  of  such  an 
isstitotifKL 

A  second  objection  madb  to  the  hill  is,  that 
it  in  effect  repeals  the  act  deponting  the  money 
of  the  Grovemment  with  the  local  banks,  and 
thereby  producing  great  injury  to  those  institu- 
tions. Ihave  already  expressed  my  own  views 
as  to  the  eflfoot  this  measure  wonu  have  upon 
State  banks,  And  all  I  wish  to  add  is,  that, 
imtil  local  banks  were  selected  as  pufaUo  depos- 
Ibmea,  for  the  first  forty  years  of  Ae  existence 
of  thb  Government,  the  local  banking  institu- 
tions of  the  oountiy  did  not  count  upon  any 
such  aid  from  the  Government  as  essential  to 
their  prosperity,  or  neoessa^  to  their  success. 

A  third  objection  to  the  biU  is,  that  it  (oeates 
one  currency  for  the  Oovemment  and  another 
for  the  people. 

Was  there  any  complaint  of  this  sort  made 
under  the  aot  of  1789  ?  Was  there  then  one 
oorrency  for  the  Government  and  another  for 
die  people  i  If  the  amendment  of  the  Scoiator 
ftom  South  Oandina  bft  adopted^'after  1841.  the 
revenues  will  be  received  in  gold  and  silver 
(Hily.  And  what  would  be  the  effect  of  sueh  a 
proceeding  I  Would  the  gold  and  ^ver  receiv- 
ed for  the  pnUio  rerams  be  abstcaoted  from 
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the  general  onrreu^  Woold  It  be  locked  up 
from  circulation  t  Would  it  be  salted  down  in 
the  vaults  of  the  sub-Treasury  officer?  Nck 
the  revenues  and  the  public  dues  would 
come  from  the  people,  and  they  would  be  dis- 
bursed to  the  pecmle.  If  pud  in  a  metallic  cur- 
rency to  our  nscal  agents,  the  same  currency 
would,  by  the  same  agents,  be  disbursed  to  tlie 
publio  creditors.  The  history  of  the  Govern- 
ment shows,  that  at  the  commencement  of  each 
fiscal  year,  there  is  not  on  an  average  in  the 
pnblic  Treasury,  subject  to  draft,  a  sum  exceed- 
ing six  millions  of  dollars.  I^  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  twenty  more  millions  have  been  re- 
ceived, a  lilEe  amount  has  been  disbursed.  A 
sum  not  exceeding  six  millions  of  specie,  then, 
would  ordinarily  be  the  balance  of  the  account 
of  receipts  and  expen^tores  at  the  eommenoe- 
ment  of  the  fiscal  year  j  and  can  the  abstraction  of 
Al  fetm  more  than  eighty  millions  now  in  the 
country,  so  alarm  the  fears  of  gentiemen  as  to  lead 
them  to  the  condasion  that  the  consequence 
of  this  measnre  will  be  the  establishment  of 
one  corrrenoy  for  the  Crovernment,  and  a  differ- 
ent currency  for  tiie  people  f  And  are  not  all 
of  the  people  t  Are  men  holding  office  a  dis- 
tinct race  from  the  people}  Aud  can  it  be 
seriously  contended  that  the  revennes  received 
and  paid  out  to  public  creditors  are  withdrawn 
from  (nrculation,  and  from  the  care  of  the  peo- 
ple? No,  sir,  it  cannot  Debtors  and  creditors 
to  the  Government  are  parts  of  the  same  com- 
munity. They  are  of  the  people ;  and  their  re- 
lation to  the  Government  Is  constantly  chang- 
ing. To-day  one  <nay  be  a  creditor— to-mor- 
row he  may  be  a  debtor ;  and  I  cannot  con- 
ceive in  what  way  or  manner  the  adoption  of 
this  bill  would  create  one  currency  for  the  Gov- 
ernment and  another  for  the  j>eople — would  es- 
tablish those  hig^  or  low  m  office — all  who 
have  claims  upon  the  Government — as  an  order 
of  men  possessing  peculiar  and  exduuve  priv- 
ileges. It  cannot  so  be.  The  objection  has  no 
foundation  in  truth. 

A  fourth  objection  is  made,  that  the  bill  di- 
vorces the  Qovemmokt  from  the  banks.  The 
bill  separatee  the  Government  from  the  banks 
in  no  other  way  than  it  says,  that  no  longer 
shall  the  banks  have  the  publio  deposits  for  the 
purpose  of  expanding  ana  enlamng  their  paper 
(mrrency.  This  is  the  divorce  about  which  Sen- 
ators comply.  The  propriety  of  snoh  a  sepa- 
ration I  have  already  discussed. 

Another  objection  made  to  this  measure  is, 
that  it  in  effect  destroys  the  credit  ^etem,  un- 
der which  ihe  eoont^  has  enjoyed  so  macih 
prosperity. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  credit,  as  contra- 
distingnished  from  cash  payment,  has  been,  and 
may  be,  attended  with  consequences  most  ben- 
efidal  to  the  prosperity  of  a  community ;  that 
It  stimalatea  enterprise,  and,  when  properly  re- 
strained, oannot  ful  to  advance  private  inter- 
est ;  bnt  sach  a  credit  qrstem  needs  not  the 
protecting  care  of  the  Government  It  is  tiie 
exoess  of  credit  that  brings  danger,  dlstreaa^  and 
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dbmay.  It  is  that  uncontrolled  and  uncontrol- 
lable spirit  of  adventure  which  leads  to  disaster, 
embarrassment,  and  min.  It  is  that  bold  and 
daring  passion  for  speculation,  sustained  for  a 
time  on  credit^  which  puts  in  jeopardj  tiie  for- 
tunes of  indindnalB,  prostrates  the  brat  eSbrta 
of  enterprise,  and  scatters  firebrands  and  death 
wnong  an  active  business  communtty.  Whence 
this  general  desolation  which  now  pervades  our 
landf  Whence  this  general,  this  nniversal  em- 
barrassment, which  now  prevails  through  the 
country  ?  It  is  to  be  traced  to  a  most  injodi- 
cious  and  unwarrantable  expansion  of  the  credit 
system.  This  has  been  the  efficient  and  pro- 
ducing cause  of  the  pecuniary  distress  that  now 
extends  from  U^ne  to  Florida.  A  judicious,  a 
well-regulated  system  of  credit,  has  its  advan- 
tages in  every  community,  and  among  every 
cU^  of  onr  citizens;  but  I  submit  whether, 
from  the  woful  experience  we  have  had,  we 
OQsht  to  wish  to  return  to  the  local  banks  the 
pnblio  deposits,  if  thereby  on  enlargement  of 
individuar  credit  could  be  obtained,  and  a  cor- 
re^onding  increase  of  a  paper  medium  t  I  can- 
not doubt  what  would  be  the  response. 

The  accommodation  proposed  to  be  extended 
to  the  deposit  banks  is  a  relief  measure,  giving 
time  to  those  institutions,  and  enabling  those 
Institutions  to  ^ve  time  to  their  debtors.  The 
warehouse  bill  is  a  great  relief  measure,  requir- 
ing cosh  payment  for  importations  which  shsJI 
enter  into  the  consumption  of  the  country,  and 
relieving  the  people  and  the  Qovernment  from 
the  very  evils  under  which  we  are  now  labors 
in^— the  abuse  of  the  credit  V^tem. 

Each  and  all  these  measures  look  directly  to 
the  relief  of  the  Government  axxA  &e  people ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  Bpeculations  of  gen- 
tlemen here  and  dsewhere,  with  respect  to  the 
true  character  these  measures,  let  them  but 
be  adopted — the  banks,  the  merchants,  the  peo- 
ple^ will  all  unite  in  expresdng  to  thdr  authors 
ttieir  deqi  sense  of  grantode. 


Fbdat,  September  20. 

8uh-Tn<uury  Bill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Snb-Treasoiy  bill. 

Mr.  BiTonAKAir  sud :  Kr.  President,  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  the  commercial  and  manu- 
ftotnring  classes  of  our  people  throughout  the 
TTnioD  are  now  suffering  severely  under  one  of 
those  periodical  pressures  which  have  so  often 
affiicted  the  country.  Neither  has  the  agricul- 
tural and  other  interests  escaped  without  mjury, 
although  they  have  not  suffered  to  the  same 
extent  The  exhaustion  of  the  human  system 
does  not  succeed  a  high  degree  of  unnatural  ex- 
citement with  more  unerring  certainty  than 
that  a  depression  in  the  business  of  the  country 
must  follow  excessive  speculation.  The  one  is 
a  law  of  nature,  the  other  a  scarcely  less  nni- 
form  law  <^  trade.  The  degree  of  this  depres- 
sion will  always  bear  an  exact  proportion  to 
the  degree  of  ororaction.   As  many  degrees  as 
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the  system  has  been  elevated  above  the  point 
of  healthy  action,  so  many  degrees  must  it  sink 
below,  f^r  the  effects  of  me  stimulus  have 
passed  away. 

What  has  been  tiie  history  of  the  country  in 
this  respect?  One  of  constant  vibraliwi.  I 
can  speak  positively  on  this  snl^ect  in  regard 
to  the  period  of  time  since  I  came  into  puUie 
life.  What  has  been  will  be  again.  The  same 
causes  will  produce  the  some  effects.  We  can 
cherish  DO  reasonable  hope  of  a  cbange  unless 
the  State  Legislatures  should  take  a  tlrm  and 
decided  stand.  The  history  of  the  past  will  be- 
come that  of  the  future.  This  year  we  have 
sunk  to  the  extreme  point  of  depresnm.  The 
country  is  now  glutted  with  foreign  merchan- 
dise. There  will,  therefore,  he  but  few  impor- 
tations. All  our  efforts  are  now  directed  tow- 
ards ^e  payment  of  our  foreign  debt  The 
next  year  the  patient  will  be^n  to  recnilt  Us 
eidiansted  envg^es.  Domestic  mannfaetnres 
will  flourish  in  proportion  as  foreign  goods  b^ 
come  scarce.  The  third  year,  a  fair  bnriness 
will  be  done.  The  country  wiU  present  a  flonr- 
ishing  appearance.  Property  of  all  descrip- 
tions will  command  a  fair  price,  and  we  shall 
glide  along  smoothly  and  prosperoody.  The 
fonrth  or  the  fifth  year  the  era  of  extravagant 
speculation  will  return,  again  to  be  enoceeded 
by  another  depression.  At  suocesEive  periods 
the  best  and  most  enterprising  men  of  the  coun- 
try are  crashed.  They  fall  victims  at  the 
shrine  of  the  insatiate  and  insatiable  Moloch  of 
extravagant  banking.  It  is  an  everlasting  cy- 
cle. The  wise  man  says  there  is  no  new  thing 
under  the  sun ;  and  we  are  destined,  I  fsar, 
agun  and  Bx&in  to  pass  through  the  same  vi- 
cissitudes. The  aspect  is  perpetually  diangtofe 
bat  is  never  new. 

Senators  have  plumed  themselves,  and  tiunr 
admirers  throughout  the  country  have  apjdaud- 
ed  them,  as  being  wondetfiilly  ogaciona  in 
their  predicti(His.  Their  respective  partisans 
are  ready  to  exclaim — 

"  The  spirit  of  deep  prophecy  be  h&tli, 
Exceediiifc  the  nine  Byblla  of  old  Borne: 
What's  put  uid  what's  to  come  he  ou  itaorf* 

But  no  deep  penetration  into  futurity  was 
required  to  make  these  prophecies.  Until  ex- 
istmg  causes  shall  be  removed,  the-ftiture  must 
be  tiie  counterpart  of  the  pa^ 

Whence  this  eternal  vioiasitode  In  the  bad- 
ness of  the  conntry.  Whidi  is  the  secret  spring 
of  all  these  calamities  9  I  answer,  the  spirit  m 
enterprise,  so  natural  to  American  dtizens,  ex- 
cited mto  farious  action  by  the  stimnlns  of  ex- 
cessive banking.  It  operates  as  does  the  inhal- 
ing of  oxygen  gas  upon  the  human  mind,  urffing 
it  on  to  every  extravagance  and  to  every  folly. 

I  do  not  deny  that  several  subordinate  cir- 
cumstances h^ve  operated  in  unison  with  this 
grand  cause  to  make  the  present  catastrophe 
more  severe  than  it  otherwise  might  have  been. 
Still  it  is  the  root  of  all  the  evil  It  is  the 
chief  and  almost  the  only  source  from  which 
the  existing  distress  has  flowed. 
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I  wtt  not  a  member  of  this  bod7  whea  Uie 
diBoosdcw  took  i^BOe  on  the  veto  of  the  bank 
charter,  or  the  removal  of  the  deposit!.  Al- 
though both  these  measnres  received  m^  cor- 
dial epprobat^oD,  yet  I  refrain  purposely  from 
replying,  at  this  late  period,  to  the  remarks 
which  have  been  made  on  these  subjects.  They 
have  already  passed  into  history,  and  been 
sanctioned  by  tiie  public  approba^on. 

Amongst  these  subsidiary  causes  of  the  ez- 
istiog  distress  may  b«  ennmerated  the  destmo 
Uon  of  capital  by  the  great  fire  ,at  New  York, 
in  December,  1885.  The  wild  speculations  in 
pnblic  Isnds,  and  in  splendid  towns  and  cities, 
upon  paper  throughont  the  Western  States, 
wnioh  withdrew  oi^ital  from  the  commercial 
i^tiefl,  where  it  was  most  wanted,  to  portions 
of  the  country  where  it  was  not  required ;  and 
the  specie  dronlar,  if  yon  please,  which,  how- 
ever wise  it  may  have  been  in  its  origin,  ought 
not,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  been  continued  in 
force  after  it  had  perfbrmed  its  office  and  had 
checked  the  wild  speculations  in  pablic  lands. 
I  voted  in  favor  of  the  bill  at  the  last  session 
which  repealed  this  ciroolar;  and,  under  the 
same  circumstances,  I  would  again  act  in  the 
same  manner.  Bat  permit  me  to  say  that  Its 
effecto  have  been  greatly  exaggerated.  It  did 
not  carry  to  the  West  any  thing  approaching 
the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  whicui  B«»i8tors 
have  estimated.  According  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  all  the  specie  in 
qU  the  Vestera  deposit  banks,  indnding  Kioii- 
i^n,  bnt  litde  exceeded  fonr  millions  of  dollan 
at  the  date  of  the  snqiension  <rf  r^eoie  pay- 
ments ;  and  in  the  south-western  deposit  banks 
it  did  not  amount  to  one  million  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire 
how  much  less  gold  and  silver  there  wonld 
have  been  in  these  depositories  had  the  specie 
drcnlar  never  existed.  Oertain  it  is  that  the 
comparatively  small  amoant  of  specie  which 
eame  into  these  banks  in  consequence  of  this 
oiroular,  oonld  have  produced  bub.  an  incon- 
siderable effeot  on  the  business  of  our  oommer- 
citi  cities,  and  still  less  upon  the  sospension  of 
specie  payments. 

These  oauaes  ma^  liave  made  the  revnlrion  a 
little  more  severo;  but,  had  they  never  eristed, 
stilt  it  most  have  come  with  desolating  fiwce. 

Senators  have  attributed  some  portion  of  the 
existing  distress  to  the  act  of  1884^  regnlating 
the  standard  of  our  gold  coins.  They  have  not 
told  us,  and  they  cannot  tell  us,  how  this  act 
could  have  produced  such  an  effect  It  was 
no  party  measnre,  and,  apon  its  passage,  there 
were  bat  few,  I  believe  seven,  votes  agunst  it 
in  the  Senate.  It  was  a  measure  of  absolute 
necessity,  if  we  desired  that  our  own  gold  coins 
should  ever  circulate  in  this  country.  Before 
its  passage,  a  half  ea^le,  as  an  article  of  mer- 
chandise, was  intrlnsioal^  worth  ahont  five 
dollars  and  tiilrty-three  ooits  in  ediver,  whilst 
its  standard  ralae,  aa  currency  mder  our  laws, 
was  oolv  five  dollars.  It  is  maoifest,  titwefore, 
that  ea^es  and  half  eagles  never  could  have  eu- 
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tered  liuto  general-  circulation  had  it  not  been 
for  the  passage  of  this  act,  which  is  now  con- 
demned. It  was  a  mere  adjustment  of  the  rel- 
ative vsloe  of  gold  to  silver,  accordlog  to  the 
standard  of  other  nations;  and,  if  lam  not 
greatly  mistaken  in  my  memmy,  conformed  ex- 
actly in  this  particular  with  the  laws  of  Spdn 
and  Portugal. 

I  have  been  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  the 
cause  of  the  hostility  of  Senators  to  this  neces- 
sary measure,  unless  it  be  from  a  feeling  similar 
to  that  which,  it  is  said,  made  a  distinguished 
gentleman  desire  to  kill  every  sheep  which 
came  in  his  way.  He  could  feel  no  personal 
hostility  to  these  innocent  and  harmless  ani- 
mals ;  bat  was  such  a  violent  anti-tariff  man, 
that  the  right  of  them  always  roninded  him  of 
our  woollen  mann&ctnres.  Oertaiuly  no  gentle- 
man can  entertain  any  oldection  to  the  eade 
and  half  eade  themselves ;  out  they  may  remind 
Senators  of  the  efficient  and  untiring  exertions 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Bsnton)  to 
introduce  a  gold  currency  into  circulatitm.  As 
gold,  they  may  like  these  coins ;  but,  aa  Ben- 
ton Ian  mint  drops,  they  are  detestable. 

Senators  have  also  contended  that  the  present 
depressed  condition  of  the  country  has  bem 
produced,  in  some  degree,  by  the  large  impor- 
tations of  s^ie  which  were  encouraged  by  ihe 
administration  of  General  Jackson.  I  shaU  not 
be  diverted  from  my  main  puroose  by  answei^ 
io^  this  objeoti<n  in  detail.  liven  if  thrir  po- 
Eotion  were  correct,  whidi  I  by  no  means  admit, 
that  more  gold  and  dtver  had  been  forced  into 
the  country  than  onr  necesmties  demanded,  or 
the  fixed  laws  of  trade  would  have  justified, 
still  the  effect  would  have  been  transient  and 
trifiing.  It  would  have  immediately  flowed 
back  uirough  the  channels  of  commerce  to  the 
places  from  whence  it  came,  until  the  par  of  ex- 
(diauge  had  been  restored.  This  is  one  of  tho 
fixed  and  invariable  laws  of  trade,  from  the 
obligation  of  which  we  can  never  be  released. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Olat,)  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks  upon  this  subject,  in- 
volved himself  in  a  strange  contradiction.  At 
the  oommoioement  <tf  his  speech  he  d^recated, 
with  his  QBoal  eloquence  and  ability,  the  policy 
of  the  pnat  administration  In  forcing  specie  into 
this  oountrjr,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  trade. 
Towu^  the  condlanon,  when  his  fancy  became 
excited  by  the  contemplation  of  the  splendid 
Bank  of  the  United  States  which  it  was  his  pur- 
pose to  estaUish,  he  seemed  entirely  to  have 
changed  his  opinion.  In  order  to  obtain  thft 
necessary  amount  of  specie  capital,  he  proposed 
that  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  millions  of 
this  bank  stock  should  be  transmitted  to  Europe 
and  sold  to  foreigners  in  exchacge  for  gcAi  and 
silver.  It  was  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  trade^ 
which  must  recoil  upon  us,  to  force  a  greater 
amount  of  specie  into  the  country  thou  our  inst 
proportion,  for  the  purpose  of  puttjng  it  mto 
circulation  among  toe  people ;  but,  when  the 
purpose  is  to  fdmlsh  a  specie  capital  of  twenty 
or  twent^-five  mittlmis  far  a  new  bank  dX  the 
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United  States,  then  all  diffictilttes  vanuh  from 
Uie  mind  of  the  gentleman. 

Ko,  sir,  said  Mr.  without  the  agency  of 
aaj  en  theee  seooDdary  eansea,  the  pieaait  dia- 
treas  moat  have  ocnne.  It  wob  ineTitaUe  as 
fiite.  No  law  of  zutaraia  more  fixed,  tiian  that 
our  over-bankiDg  and  oar  over-tradiog  mast 
have  produced  the  disastrous  reealts  under 
which  we  are  now  suffering. 

In  thia  crisia,  all  which  t£e  General  Govern- 
ment can  effect  is,  in  the  first  plaoe,  -to  witfaht^d 
its  depoaita  from  the  banks,  and  thns  refrain 
from  oontribnting  their  fonds  to  Ewell  the  torrent 
of  wild  apecnlation ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  to 
reatrain  the  extravagance  of  their  credits  and  is- 
■nea,  in  some  small  degree,  hy  collecting  an<^  dis- 
bnrdng  our  revenae  excIoalTely  in  specie,  or  in 
the  notoa  of  banks  tthioh  will  the  balaaoes  dne 
from  Ihem  in  qieoie,  at  stunt  interrala. '  Toao- 
oompUsh  tbeae  two  pnrpoaea,  as  well  as  to  ren- 
der the  pnUlo  revenae  more  aecnre,  are  the  ob- 
jects of  the  bin  and  amendment  now  before  the 
Benata. 

The  srila  of  a  redundant  papor  circtdatioa 
are  now  manifest  to  every  eye.  It  alternately 
xaiHB  and  sinks  the  value  of  every  man's  peop- 
vrtj.  It  makes  a  be^ar  of  the  man  to-mor- 
row who  is  indulging  m  dreams  of  wealth  to- 
day. It  converts  the  bosiness  of  society  into  a 
mere  lottery ;  whilst  those  who  distribute  the 
prizes  are  wholly  irresponaible  to  the  people, 
when  the  collapse  comes,  as  come  it  most,  it 
oaata  laborers  out  of  employment,  oroahea  man- 
ufiMtoras  and  merchanti^  and  ndna  thotuauda 
of  honest  and  indnatrioua  dttzena.  Shall  we, 
then,  by  onr  poUoy,  any  loiDgee  watnbaba  to 
•uoh&talresiiltaf  That  is  the  question. 

The  s^^tem  of  extravaguit  banldng  boieflts 
no  person  except  the  at^wd  speodator,  who 
knows  how  to  t^e  advantage  of  the  perpetual 
flnotnatioQ  in  prices  which  a  redundwit  paper 
florreinoy  never  £ails  to  produce.  He  sees,  in 
the  gmeral  causes  which  operate  upon  the 
eonuneroial  world,  when  money  is  abont  to  be 
■earoe,  and  when  it  will  become  plenty.  He 
studies  the  run  aa  a  gambler  does  that  of  the 
oiards.  He  knows  when  to  buy  and  when  to 
sell,  and  thus  often  realizes  a  iM-ge  estate  in  a 
tnr  happy  ventores.  Those  who  have  hem 
initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  the  paper  money 
amket^  can  thna  Tspla  fbrtnnet  it 

the  e^ense  of  their  less  s^ftal  ndghbon. 

The  qneetion  before  the  Senate  is  not,  wh^her 
ve  shall  divorce  the  Govenunent  from  Ihe 
banks.  The  banks  themselvea  have  done  that 
already.  The  alliance  is  already  dissolved.  The 
qne8ti(m  now  is,  shall  we,  with  all  the  expe- 
rience the  past^  restore  tiiia  ill-fioted  onion  1 
No  propitious  divinities  wonld  grace  the  new 
nuptials ;  but  the  fatal  sisters  would  be  there 
ready  again  to  cut  the  cord  at  the  first  approach 
(tf  difficulty  and  danger. 

The  Senator  from  Yir^nia  (Mr.  Brvsa)  has 
appealed  to  as  in  the  name  of  o(msistency  to 
snpport  his  amendment.  But  oiroumstanoea 
have  entirely  dunged  osoe  we  votod  £iv  it  at 


the  last  sessi(m.  Then  the  union  existed  be- 
tween the  banks  and  the  Treaanry,^  and  his  bUl 
prescribed  tiie  relative  duties  of  the  cwitraoting 
parties.  Now  the  oontcaot  is  at  an  end.  The 
banka  have  vidated  its  AmdamantaloUigtttionB, 
and  the  Government  is  free.  The  preliminary 
(pestion  now  is,  shall  we  enter  into  a  new  al- 
liance. We  mnst  first  detem±ie  that  we  shall, 
before  any  question  ctfoonastency  can  arise, 
^onld  we  again  oonneot  onxsdves  with  the 
banks,  then,  uid  not  till  thm,  can  we  be  called 
upon  to  adopt  mles  regvlating  the  union.  The 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Yir^ma  pro> 
oeeds  upon  the  assumption  that  our  former  re- 
lations are  to  be  restored.  I  oppose  the  amend- 
ment mainly  because  I  am  ho^e  to  this  re- 
union. If  Gongresa  sbonld  first  determine  to 
restore  the  old  relations  between  the  parties 
then,  and  not  till  then,  might  there  be  some 
fbroe  in  an  appeal  to  onr  oonsisteney. 

We  are  loCt  at  thia  moment  entirety  free  to 
dedde  what  ia  best  to  be  done  with,  the  pnUio 
money.  To  uae  the  language  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Oarolina,  (Kr.  OAxraniv,)  we  have 
reached  a  point  fr<nu  whence  we  are  about  to 
tate  a  new  departure.  But  three  OMtrsea  have 
been,  or  in  the  natnre  of  things  can  be,  presutt- 
ed  for  onr  selection.  We  must  cdther  deposit 
the  public  money  in  a  bank  of  the  United 
BtatM,  to  be  creaied  for  that  purpose ;  or  re- 
store it  to  the  State  banks ;  or  provide  for  its 
safe  custody  in  the  hands  of  our  own  officers, 
without  the  agency  of  any  bank,  State  or  national. 

And,  first,  in  rewd  to  the  creation  of  an- 
other bank  of  the  Imited  States,  It  was  not  my 
porpoee,  this  lime,  to  offer  my  otdeetiraia  in 
detail  to  BDcii  an  Institntiim.  Evm  if  I  had  in- 
tended to  present  my  views  frilly  upm  this 
sulyect,  the  overwhelming  vote  of  the  Senate 
on  Tuesday  last,  andnst  tiie  estabtishmoU  <tf 
such  a  bulk,  would  warn  me  to  forbear.  It 
wonld  be  labor  lost  and  time  expoided  in  vain. 
I  shall  content  myself^  therefore,  with  a  few 
general  observations  upon  thia  branch  of  the 
sabject,  and  a  short  reply  to  some  of  the  re- 
marks whidi  have  been  made  by  the  advocates 
of  a  new  bank. 

In  my  opinion,  the  most  alarming  dangers 
which  would  result  from  such  an  institution, 
have  never  yet  beenjpreeented  in  bold  relief 
before  the  pemile.  lliis  has  arisen  from  the 
unnatural  position  of  that  institution  towards 
the  Qov«nm«i&  We  have  seen  it  abnnling 
ag^nstExeontlve  power;  andita  efforts  have 
been  tremendooa.  They  would  have  been  irre- 
sistible against  any  other  President  tiian  An- 
drew Jackacm.  As  it  was,  the  conflict  was  of 
the  most  portentous  charaotw,  and  shook  the 
Unicm  to  its  cmtre.  But  we  have  witnessed 
tiie  exceptioii,  not  the  rule.  It  is  the  natural 
ally,  not  the  enemy,  of  power.  Wealth  and 
power  necessarily  attract  each  other,  and  are 
always  ready  to  rush  to  each  other's  embrace. 
In  the  language  once  used  by  a  distinguished 
oratm-,  bow  no  more,  (Kr.  Bando^b,)  "  male 
and  fonudo  CMOted  he  them."  S^^ose  Geo- 
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eriil  Jaokson  and  the  bank  had  been  inalUanoe, 
and  not  in  opposition.  What,  then,  might  have 
been  the  oonsequenees,  had  he  been  an  enemy 
to  the  liberties  of  his  country  t  Armed  with  m 
the  power  and  all  the  patronage  which  belcmg 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  tt^oying 
nnbonnded  popnlarlty,  and  wiel^g  the  com- 
bined wedta  ca  the  country  throng  the  ageu- 
CT  4rf  tliis  all-powerful  bank  and  its  branobea, 
planted  In  every  portion  of  the  Union ;  can  any 
man  say  that  our  liberties  would  not  hare  been 
in  danger  ?  All  the  forms  of  the  constitution 
might  nave  remained;  the  people  mig^t  still 
have  been  flattered  with  the  idea  of  electing 
their  own  ofl^cers ;  but  the  anifoating  spirit  of 
oar  free  institutions  would  have  departed  for- 
ever. A  secret,  an  all-pervading  inflnence, 
would  have  sapped  the  fonndations  of  liberty 
and  made  it  an  empty  name.  Under  sooh  cir- 
oomstanoes,  a  Fresident  might  always  select 
his  mocesstv.  Ba^  thank  haareo,  the  dai^w 
has  passed  awi^,  and  I  trust  forever. 

If  aiv  <rf  my  ^enda  im  this  ride  <tf  the  Honse 
who  aavooate  the  establishment  ot  a  nati<Mial 
bank,  sfaonld  be  elected  Preeadoit — and  if  their 
political  principles  are  to  prevail  with  a  major- 
ity of  the  people  of  this  country^  that  majority 
could  not  make  a  better  selection — in  what  At- 
uation  shall  we  be  placed  ?  One  of  the  first 
measures  of  the  administration  would  be  to  es- 
tablish a  magmflcent  bank  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  capital  of  at  least  fifty  millions  of  dollars, 
and  with  branches  thronghont  tlw  dififerent 
States.  A  feding  of  gradtode  towards  their 
creator  would  render  them  snbservlent  to  his 
wilL  It  would  be  their  pride  and  their  j^eae- 
ure  to  promote  his  Inflaawe  and  exteu  his 
power.  We  shoold  have  no  more  wars  b»- 
twoea  the  bank  and  Govwnmenl  They 
would  move  on  harmonioualy  togeth«.  In 
otiier  days,  the  time  might  arrive  when  the 
bank  would  be  used  hy  some  bad  and  aq^ring 
Pretddent  as  a  powernil  instnuneot  to  subvert 
the  liberties  of  his  country. 

Even  if  such  a  bsnk  conld  better  regulate  the 
currency  and  the  domestic  exobangee  of  the 
country  than  any  other  instrumuit,  still  it 
would  be  infinitely  better  to  bear  the  ills  we 
have,  than  to  endanger  the  ttdstenoe  or  the 
parity  of  oor  tne  institntiona. 

But  woold  Bueh  a  bank  oontrcd  and  regulate 
the  iasDss  cf  the  State  banks  I  I  answer,  no. 
It  would  not,  if  it  eonld ;  it  oonld  not,  if  it 
wotdd.  In'theaffldrs  of  hnmanlil^  if  you  ex- 
pect (me  agent  to  restrain  and  control  another, 
yon  ongfat  to  render  eitlwr  their  interests  or 
&dr  inclinati<ms  difibrent  and  counteracting. 
To  accomplish  this  purpose,  they  most  be  *'an- 
tagonistioal "  to  each  ouier.  When  such  agents 
are  corporation  a,  this  Is  «nphatioa]ly  true. 
Peculiarly  governed  by  self-interest,  they  feel 
no  eut^Qsiasm  unless  it  be  to  make  large  divi- 
dends for  ^eir  stockholders.  Now,  a  bank  of 
the  United  States  wonld  have  predsely  the 
same  interest  with  the  State  banks  in  making 
extravagant  loans  and  issosa.  Whenever,  in 
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their  estimation,  they  could  extend  t^eir  ao- 
oommodations,  wittiont  mdangering  their  own 
security,  they  would  porsae  that  course.  This 
is  the  powerM  instinct  of  self-interest  Yon 
cannot  change  the  fixed  laws  wMoh  govern 
human  nature^  hy  TT'f^^"C  men  direi^CHv  and 
stookhoIderB  in  a  bank  of  Um  United  Btatee. 
It  ia  absnrd  to  suppose  that  a  large  mtmeyed 
oorpmttion,  having  In  view  soldy  its  own  in* 
terests,  will  voluntarily  become  the  rc^[alator 
of  the  paper  onrrenoy  of  a  great  nation,  and 
prevent  taose  roinoos  contractions  and  expan- 
sions under  which  both  England  and  this  coun- 
try have  periodically  suffered.  It  would  be 
easy  for  me  to  prove,  at  least  to  my  own  satis- 
faotioQ,  that,  in  point  of  fact,  nether  the  first 
nor  the  last  Bank  of  the  United  States  ever 
did  exercise  a  regnlar  and  efficient  oontrd  over 
the  issues  df  the  State  banks.  On  the  oontra- 
ry,  whenever  their  intnvat  impelled  them  to 
extmd  their  own  iasnea,  thciy  have  parsned  this 
oonrse,  and  thus,  instead  of  diecking,  they  have 
{^ven  looee  r^ns  to  the  State  banks.  Bwi 
one  and  the  others  have  tlins  rushed  together, 
and  have  together  ministered  to  that  ^irit  <x 
over^trading  and  extravagant  speculation  which 
has  so  often  desolated  onr  country.  To  pursue 
such  a  course  of  illostration  would,  however,  ■ 
be  to  revive  the  old  controversy;  to  tnad 
tibe  gronnd  which  has  been  so  often  trodden, 
and  to  divert  me  from  that  which  more  essen- 
tially belongs  to  the  present  question. 

The  mistake  committed  in  regard  to  the  de- 
pout  banks,  was  the  belief  tliat  they  would  be 
able  and  willing  to  restrain  the  issues  oi  the 
other  State  benksu  Fortified  witii  the  publio 
depoMts^  and  nnmerons  as  they  were,  thejr 
might  possiblv  have  done  something  towards 
t^e  aoo<HnpUslmimt  of  such  a  purpose.  But, 
bank  like— 4iuman  nature  likfr—instead  of  aim- 
ing  at  any  such  result,  the  Grovemment  de- 
pouts  became  the  instminent  in  th<dr  hands  of 
still  more  extravagant  credits  and  oircnlation.  , 
Their  objects  seemed  to  be  not  to  restrain,  but 
to  give  loose  reins  to  the  other  banks  and  to 
themselves,  and  therebjr  increase  their  own 
profits. 

Apprehenrions  have  been  expressed,  and  no 
doubt  felt,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  lest  a 
perpetuatiim  of  the  divfuue  which  now  exists 
between  the  TreaBary  and  the  bankS)  midkt 
lead  to  the  estabUahment  of  a  bank  of  ue 
United  States.  Thls'eveut  would,  in  mr  <mln- 
ion,  be  mnob  more  probable  shirald  the  late 
system  be  resbved.  It  is,  therefore,  natural 
tiiat  the  Mends  of  sooh  a  bank  should  be  in 
&vor  of  this  restora^on.  In  such  an  event, 
let  war  oome  when  it' m^,  yon  will  then  not 
only  be  deprived  of  your  own  treasures,  but 
spmie  payments  will  be  suspended,  the  ourrendy 
of  the  whole  country  will  be  deranged,  and 
you  will  not  be  able  to  c^ect  taxes  itom  the 
people,  unless  it  be  in  dm>reciated  pimer.  At 
such  »  crisis,' a  Bank  of  the  Umted  States 
becomes  inevitable.  Let  us  then  ke^  our 
xo/ooBj  under  our  own  oontroL  Let  oa  alwjqrs 

Digitized  by  Google 


DKBA.T3E8  OF  OOKgBiaa 


426 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 


SnumJ 

hare  it  ready  for  use  when  it  is  required.  Let 
us  depend  upon  no  banks,  whether  State  or 
Dational,  for  this  purpose. 

It  may  be  sud  that  although  the  banks  have 
suspended  specie  payments,  yet  the  deposits 
which  we  have  made  with  them  will  eventnally 
he  pwd.  This  may,  or  it  may  not  be.  I  doubt 
extremely  on  that  point.  If  the  event  were 
certun,  however,  wis  is  no  answer  to  the 
objections  ag»nst  employing  such  depositories. 
In  the  day  of  danger  they  cease  to  be  lianks. 
Your  money,  which  ia  the  sinew  of  war,  is 
withheld  from  you  at  the  hour  of  your  utmost 
need.  Yonr  resources  are  dried  up,  and  your 
energies  paralyzed,  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  utmost  energetic  energies  are  demanded. 
Jb  would  be  but  a  poor  oonsolatlon,  either  to 
the  Qovenunent  or  people  of  this  country, 
that,  after  having  suffered  all  the  evUs  and 
calamitieB  of  sud^  a  catastrophe,  the  oommis- 
doners  of  insolvency  should  finally  pay  them 
twenty  shillings  in  the  pound. 

Jn  the  second  place,  I  am  opposed  to  return- 
ing to  the  system  of  deposit  banks,  because  I 
feel  no  confidence  ^t,  upon  a  second  trial,  it 
would  prove  better  than  it  did  on  the  first. 
From  the  very  nature  and  present  oi^;anization 
of  our  State  banking  institutions,  they  must  go 
from  bad  .  to  worsen  Their  tendency  is  down- 
ward, and  unless  arrested  by  the  Tigoroos  action 
of  the  State  OoTemmenta^  the  whole  system 
must  rush  to  Ineritoble  rain.  I  defy  the  art 
of  man  to  devise  a  worse  banking  system  than 
that  which  prevails  throughout  this  country. 
The  model  ot  it  up<Ht  paper  was  the  Bank  of 
England ;  hat  the  whole  capital  of  this  bank  is 
vested  in  loans  to  this  GoTemment,  and  is 
therefore  as  secure  as  the  Oovenmient  itself 
Such  is  not  the  condition  of  any  of  our  institu- 
tions. The  public  have  no  security  that  the 
whole  amount  of  their  oapital  stock  m^  not 
be  squandered ;  and  the  fact  is,  accordios  to 
the  statement  oif  Mr.  Gallatin,  that  one  hundred 
and  ^xty-five  of  our  banks  broke  between  1811 
and  1880. 

These  banks,  or  all  them  with  which  I  am 
aoquunted,  enjoy,  under  tb^  charter^  s  prir- 
tl^  which  exempts  their  stodkholders,  ia  their 
individual  capacity,  from  the  payment  of  any 
of  the  notes  or  debts  due  by  the  corporation, 
in  case  it  should  become  insolvent.  There  is, 
I  beUeve,  no  restriction  anywhere  upon  the 
amount  of  their  profits  or  dividends,  unless  it 
be  a  trifling  tax.  And  they  are  nowhere  re- 
quired to  have  any  fixed  proportion  of  specie 
in  their  vaults,  compared  with  the  amount  of 
their  droulatiou  and  deposits;  oeriainly  they 
are  not  in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent. 

'  If  the  Senator  from  Hassaohusetts  and  my- 
self enter  into  a  partnership  to  prosecute  any 
badness,  and  the  partnership  shonld  fidl,  the 
private  fortunes  of  each  of  ns  would  be  reqxm- 
uble  for  the  debts  oS  the  concern.  The  part- 
ners and  shar^olders  in  the  private  or  joint- 
■took  banks  oi  £n|^d  are  puoed  in  tite  same 
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rituation.  No  hcdder  of  such  bank  notes  in 
that  country,  ncuie  of  thdr  dnMMdton^  can  lose 
one  ddlar,  nntH  after  the  {ttirate  fortanes 
all  the  stockholders  shall  have  been  exhansted. 
This  is  a  great  security  to  the  public.  Kot  so 
the  bankers  in  this  country.  They  are  a  priv- 
ileged class.  That  buanesa  whiUsh  is  more  praT- 
itable  than  any  other  is  conducted  without  any 
such  risk.  Cupidity  is  unrestrained  by  any 
such  ^>prehension.  It  has  a  fair  field  to  dis- 
play itself.  Each  man  puts  into  the  concern  the 
amount  of  his  stock.  'When  that  is  paid,  tiia 
bank  proceeds  to  make  money  as  fast  as  it  can, 
without  the  fear  of  fixture  re^nnbility.  How 
great  is  the  ten^tation  to  excess  I  These  bu^ 
oeate  mon^  aa  if  by  ma^  in  the  form  of 
bank  notes  or  bank  credits.  Tlieae  th^  ex- 
change with  individoala  far  thdr  own  notes  at 
bills  of  exchange,  discountinff  a  high  rate  of 
interest  ftom  their  face.  Their  extravagant 
issues  and  credits  gave  a  stimulus  to  extiava>- 
gant  speculations ;  and  our  past  history  proves 
that  the  more  they  loan,  the  greater  is  the 
demand  for  new  loans.  The  supply  never 
equals  the  demand.  The  last  few  years  has 
been  the  golden  age  for  banks.  I  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  their  profits  in  different 
portions  of  the  Union.  I  am  sorry  that  the 
deport  law  did  not  require  the  deposit  banks 
to  return  to  the  Beoretary  of  the  Teasory  the 
amount  d  thdr  dividends.  From  all  the  in- 
formation which  I  have  recelTed,  th^  have 
been  enormons.  The  Boiator  from  Geoifpa 
(Mr.  Ema)  has  informed  us  that  the  banks  in 
the  city  where  he  resides  (At^{a8ta)  have 
divided,  daring  the  last  year,  at  the  rate  of 
fifty  per  cent,  per  annum. 

When  a  bank  tCals,  what  classes  of  society 
are  most  likely  to  suffer  from  the  explosion  ? 
Who  do  you  suppose,  Mr.  Preudent,  held  the 
notes  of  the  hundred  and  sixty-five  himks  that 

S roved  insolvent  between  1811  and  18301 
Tot  the  shrewd  man  of  business,  not  the  keen 
speculator;  because  t^ey  snuff  the  danger 
from  afar.  It  was  the  honest  and  industrious 
classes  of  society,  who  are  wiUiout  su^idon, 
and  whose  pnrsaita  in  life  do  not  render  them 
funiUar  wiUi  the  secret  hi>t<H7  of  banking. 

We  are  now  Just  experiendng  another  great 
evil  which  has  resulted  from  the  extravagant 
loans  and  issues,  and  oonseqnent  so^nsion  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks.  The  counti?  is 
now  delnged  with  small  notes,  vulgoriy  called 
ahiu  plasters.  They  are  of  every  form  and 
every  denomination  between  five  cents  and  five 
dollws;  and  they  are  issued  by  every  indi- 
vidual and  every  corporation  who  tiiink  proper. 
It  is  impossible  for  the  poor  man  to  say  ue  wiH 
not  take  them ;  for  there  is  scarcely  any  niver 
change  in  circulation  anywhere.  He  must 
receive  them  for  bis  labcs-,  or  starve. 

The  p^MT  on  which  these  small  notea  axe 
printed  is  often  so  had,  and  they  are  so  inarti- 
ficially  got  ap,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
distmgni^  Mtween  die  counterfeit  and  the 
genuine.  To  coantu&ik  them  has  beoome  a 
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regular  badness,  and  it  haa  been  carried  to  a 
great  extent. 

Oar  cnrrency  below  fire  dollars  now  consists 
oi  this  combined  mass  of  genuine  and  connter- 
Mt  sMn  plasters ;  and  many  of  the  connterfeits 
are  intrinsically  of  equal  value  with  the  genn- 
inei  Some  are  payable  in  one  medinm  and 
some  in  another.  Some  on  demand,  and  others 
hare  years  to  mn  before  l^ey  reach  maturity. 
Tb»  very  mcHiieiit  the  baaks  resame  spede  pay- 
menta,  tlus  mass  of  illegal  and  worthless  onr- 
renov  will  he  rendwed  entirely  naeleaa.  It  will 
fall  dead  in  the  hands  of  its  holders,  and  these 
will  be  chiefly  the  very  men  who  are  least  able 
to  bear  the  loss.  A  scene  of  oonftision  aod 
difltress  will  tlten  be  presented  which  I  need 
not  describe.  Snch  u  one  of  the  effects  of 
exb«vagant  banking. 

There  is  a  class  of  society  for  whom  I  have 
ever  felt  a  deep  interest  whose  attention  I 
fllionld  gladly  awaken  to  the  evils  of  an  ezcea- 
aive  issue  of  paper  cnrrency — mean  onr  do- 
mestic manufacturers.  Do  they  not  perceive 
that  all  the  protection  which  onr  laws  afford 
them  is  rendered  almost  entirely  nseless  by  the 
extravagant  amount  of  bank  notes  now  in  car^ 
oolattonf 

It  haa  been  stated  in  general  terms,  by  those 
who  best  understand  tne  snbject  of  political 
economy,  that  if  yon  double  the  amount  of  the 
eiroulatmg  medium  of  a  oonntfy,  you  thereby 
doable  the  nominal  price  of  every  article.  "  1^ 
when  the'  oircnlating  medinm  is  fifty  millions, 
an  article  should  cost  one  dollar,  it  would  cost 
two,  i^  without  any  increase  of  the  uses  of  a 
circulating  medium,  the  quantity  shonld  be  in- 
creased to  a  hundred  millions."  Although  we 
cannot  apply  strict  arithmetical  rules  to  this 
anbjeot,  yet  all  will  admit  that  the  propositkm 
Is  snbrtantiaUy  vxeneb.  Let  as  then  aappose 
Ibat  our  currency  haa  reached  aaoh  a  point  of 
depreciation,  when  oompared  with  that  of  our 
rivals  in  fbrdgn  countries,  that  an  article  which 
could  be  mannftotured  abroad  tot  one  d<dl8r, 
would  cost  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  at  home ; 
and  what  is  the  conseqnence?  A  premium  of 
fifty  per  cent  is  thus,  m  effect,  given  to  foreign 
manufactures  over  those  of  domestic  origin. 
For  example :  A  piece  of  broaddoth  costs 
one  hundred  dollars  to  the  French  manufac- 
turer; he  brings  it  here  for  sale;  and,  on 
account  of  the  depreciation  in  our  currency,  he 
receives  for  it  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ; 
what  advantue  does  he  thus  obtain  f  Being 
the  dtlzen  ox  a  foreign  country,  he  will  not 
accept  onr  bank  notes  in  payment  He  will 
take  nothing  htHne  ejcoept  gold  and  diver,  ot  a 
bill  of  exchange,  whldi  is  equivalent  He  does 
not  expend  this  money  here,  where  he  would 
be  compelled  to  support  his  family,  and  to 
pnrohase  his  labor  and  materials,  at  the  same 
rate  of  prices  which  the  domestic  manufacturer 
is  compelled  to  pay.  The  depreciation  in  our 
currency  below  we  standard  of  that  of  France 
or  England  Is,  therefore,  equivalent  to  a  pro- 
portionate direet  prMeotlnt  to  the  fordgn  orer 


the  domestic  manufacturer.  The  conclusion  is 
inevitable.  It  cannot  be  denied.  It  is  impos- 
sible that  our  mann&otnrers  ^lonld  long  be 
able  to  snstain  snch  an  unequal  competition. 
They,  above  all  men,  ought  to  exert  their  great 
influence  for  the  purpose  of  confining  the  paper 
cnrrency  of  our  country  within  some  reasonable 
limits.  The  &te  of  the  great  interest  in  which 
they  have  embarked  depends  upon  it 

Our  fkrmws  in  the  grain-growing  States  are 
I^aoed  in  a  dmilar  tdtnation.  The  amount  of 
our  enrrenoy  must  be  dimhiiahed,  or  foreign 
wheat  wHl  continue  to  be  imported  fbr  domes- 
tic oonsnin|>tion.  The  farmffi  in  the  north  of 
Germany  will  be  able  to  undersell  na  in  onr 
own  nuuncets. 

The  banks,  by  their  refhsal  to  pay  specie, 
have  now  placed  themselves  in  the  power  of 
the  State  Governments.  They  have  forfeited 
their  charters,  and  It  now  remains  for  the  differ- 
ent Legislatures  to  decide  upon  what  terms 
they  shall  be  restored.  Amidst  the  general 
mirfortunes  of  the  country,  it  Is  one  source  of 
consolation  that  the  banks  have  placed  them- 
selves witMn  the  power  of  the  people.  Had 
they  not  done  this  by  their  own  condoot,  we 
know  that  a  nnmerons  and  powerfiil  parl7 
exists  in  this  country  who  eoiuider  a  charter 
of  incorporation  so  sacred  that  no  State 
lature,  by  any  future  law,  could  ever  restrict 
their  own  banks  from  issuing  notes  under  tea 
dollars,  if  their  charter  authorized  them  to 
issue  notes  of  a  less  denomination.  According 
to  the  doctrines  of  this  party,  all  power  over 
the  paper  circulation  of  the  country,  which  is 
one  of  the  highest  attributes  of  sovereignty 
belon^ng  to  uie  States,  has,  by  them,  been 
irrevocably  transferred  to  eight  hundred  banks. 
Thank  Heaven  I  evervdiffi(^ty  on  that  subject 
is  now  removed ;  and  it  will  depend  upon  the 
wisdom  and  flnnness  of  these  Le^euatnrea^ 
whether  we  shall  have  a  sound  paper  ourrency 
in  time  to  come,  proportioned  in  amount  to  l2ie 
wants  of  the  people,  and  placing  the  banks 
themselves  in  a  secure  condition ;  or  whether 
we  shall  agmn  be  overwhelmed  with  a  ddnge 
of  paper  money  and  all  its  attendant  evils.  If 
they  will  but  secure  a  specie  basis  for*  our 
paper  circulation,  by  prohibiting  the  issue  of 
bonk  notes,  at  first  under  ten  dollars,  and  after- 
wards under  twenty ;  if  they  will  render  the 
stockholders  of  banks  personally  responsibly 
at  least  for  the  amount  of  not^  which  they 
may  issue ;  if  t^ey  will  limit  the  dividends  of 
the  bonks  to  a  reasonable  profit  on  the  invest- 
ment of  the  stookholdera ;  If  they  wQl  require 
the  banks  to  keep  a  Jnst  pn^Mutitm  of  spede 
in  their  vaults  compared  with  their  drculation 
and  deposits;  and,  above  all,  if  they  will  a^ost 
the  whole  amount  of  bank  notes  to  be  issued 
to  the  wants  of  the  people,  upon  principles 
which  have  been  sanctioned  by  experience,  so 
as  to  prevent  minous  finctuations  in  the  amount 
of  our  currency — ^then,  indeed,  the  evils  which 
we  have  suffitred  will  be  oompmsated  by  the 
bfloefits  we  an  destined  to  va^of.  Bat  I 
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fess  I  dread  the  result  'We  ore  a  Btrange  peo- 
ple. The  lessons  of  experience  make  but  a 
feeble  impression  on  oar  minds.  We  rise  with 
BO  mw^  buoyanor  from  our  misfortunes,  that 
when  they  have  paBsed  a.waj  they  are  inetonily 
fiffgotten.  Should  the  basks  resume  qwde 
pajmenta  before  or  shortly  after  the  next  meet- 
uig  of  onr  State  LG«lEiIatnr«B,  and  the  current 
begin  to  run  smooth^  again,  I  fear  that  no  mdi 
changes  will  he  made  in  the  existing  bank 
«  charters,  and  that  we  must  await  the  event  of 
another  crisis,  which  would  then  be  inevitable. 

Until  these  or  some  such  restrictions  shall 
have  been  imposed  by  the  States  on  their 
banks,  they  never  can,  ihey  never  will,  become 
secure  depositories  for  the  revenues  of  the 
Government. 

In  the  third  place,- the  miion,  which  is  now 
disaolTed,  between  Hie  banks  and  the  Treasury, 
ought  not  to  be  restored ;  beoaose  the  pnblio 
deporita  would  again  beoone  the  fruitful  souroe 
of  OTer-iasnea  and  extravagant  speculation. 
We  have  no  powo:  to  r^ulate  tbe  State  banks ; 
but  we  can  withhold  from  than  our  revenue, 
and  thus  prevent  them  from  udng  our  means 
for  tiie  purpose  of  deran^ng  the  Dusiness  of 
society.  If  we  cannot  eradicate,  we  are  not 
bound  to  aggravate  the  radical  sin  of  their 
oonstitution.  If  we  cannot  prevent,  we  need 
not  become  accomplices  in  tneir  misconduct. 
But  I  have  already  incidental^  sud  so  much 
in  the  course  of  my  remarks  on  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  that  I  need  not  trouble  the  Senate 
with  any  farther  observationa. 

In  the  fourth  place  the  divorce  now  sabsist- 
ing  b^weoi  the  Treasury  and  the  banks  ought 
to  M  rendered  nerpetoal,  because  of  tSieir  sup- 
posed w  aotnal  snbservienoy  to  tbe  Oovem- 
ment,  and  the  dangerous  influence  which  ndght 
be  exerted  over  them  by  the  Exeontive. 

I  am  not  one  of  ttiosewho  believe  that, 
hitherto,  anv  attempt  has  been  made  to  exert 
such  an  influence ;  yet  every  e£fort  has  been 
used  by  a  portion  of  the  press  to  produce  such 
an  impression.  These  institutions  have  been 
denounced  as  *'  the  pet  banks  "  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  tbey  have  been  charged  with  grant- 
ing ^uliar  favors  to  the  minions  of  Exeontive 

Sower.  True  or  &lse,  this  charge  has  pro- 
noed  some  effiwt  on  the  pnblio  mind.  Bendes, 
all  the  transaotiona  of  the  Secretary  ai  tiie 
Treasury  with  these  banks,  rendered  necessary 
by  existing  law^  have  been  dmonnced  as  tam- 
pering wlUi  the  corrency.  And  thus  the  ad- 
ndnistration  is  always  blamed  for  every  disaster 
which  occurs  in  the  money  market.  A  oon- 
nefttion  wi^  these  banks  is  thus  m^de  to 
assume  a  political  character,  and  is  mixed  up 
with  all  the  party  strife  of  the  day.  The 
public  mmd  is  inflamed  upon  the  snli^ect,  and 
the  public  suspicion  is  excited.  This  is  an  evil 
which  can  only  be  avoided  by  a  permanent 
divorce  between  bank  and  State. 

But  again :  If  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
were  disposed  to  exert  an  imprcmer  influence 
over  tiiew  banks,  with  what  prodigiiraB  cflbot 


might  they  not  be  used  to  accomplish  his  pur- 
poses. At  the  time  of  the  suspen»on  of  spede 
payments  there  were  eigfaty-«x  deport  banks 
planted  throughout  our  country.  The  letbc^ 
which  were  rwd  tbe  other  day  by  tbs  Smator 
from  IGssisalppl  (Kr.  Waixbb)  prove  how  low 
some  of  the  State  banks  were  mlUng  to  cringe 
in  («der  to  obtain  t^e  deposits.  .  Their  language 
is  unworthy  of  the  proud  bearing  which  oa^A 
to  characterize  American  freemen.  It  proves 
at  leasts  that  some  of  them  are  not  very  scrupu- 
lous, when  "  thrift  will  follow  fawning.'*  Such 
was  the  anxiety  to  obtun  a  portion  of  thia 
boon,  that  two  of  the  most  respectable  banks 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  procured  resolutions 
to  be  passed  in  tbe  House  of  Bepreaentalavea 
of  Pennsylvania,  recommending  them  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  depoffitories  of  the 
public  money ;  and  these  resolations  were  sent 
to  my  coUeague  and  myseli^  with  a  request  that 
we  might  exert  our  inflnenoe  to  aooomidldL  tUa 
purpose.  Eichty-rix  afiBHated  banks,  aoattend 
over  every  State,  and  intent  upon  a  common 
object,  could  exert  an  immoise  politacal  power. 
An  ambitiouB  and  able  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury nught  use  them  witii  pro^f^ous  effect  in 
order  to  make  himself  President.  And  this 
could  be  done  with  the  greater  effect  because 
it  would  escape  detection.  The  agent  of  the 
banks  at  Washington  city  might  be  used  as  the 
ioBtrument,  atid  all  the  necessary  measures 
mi^t  be  adopted  in  the  secret  parlors  of  the 
bank  directors  thronghoot  the  countrf .  A  con- 
certed movement  mig^t  thus  be  made  in  every 
portion  of  the  Union  at  the  same  moment, 
whtob  would  almost  be  irreristible. 

I  do  not  know  but  that  such,  a  league  of 
assodated  banks  might  be  rendered  more  dan- 
gerous than  even  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 
This  bank  would  have  its  rights  and  its  duties 
defined  by  law.  It  could  claim  the  Govern- 
ment depouts,  mi  that  its  notes  should  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  Government  dues, 
under  the  provisions  of  its  charter.  But  the 
selection  of  these  depositories,  the  amount  of 
the  public  money  which  they  shall  receive, 
how  long  they  shall  retain  it,  in  what  man- 
ner they  shall  conduct  their  banks,  all,  all 
is  left  to  Exeoutive  discretion.  What  a  bound- 
less fidd  for  Executive  patronage  1  And 
yet  the  admiidstnticHi  whieh  an^ously  destrea 
to  flUROBder  this  fruitful  source  of  poUtkst 
power,  has  been  charged  with  desigUB  of  ex- 
trading  Executive  patronage?  And  far  idiat 
reason  I  Simply  becfmse  it  proposee  that  the 
existing  facers  of  the  Government,  without 
addmg  one  to  their  number,  shoold  be  substi- 
tuted as  the  depositories  of  the  public  raraiey 
instead  of  these  banks.  Even  if  it  should  be- 
come necessary  to  appoint  some  tea  or  twenty 
additional  officers  at  the  most  important  points 
to  perform  this  duty,  I  would  not  compare  this 
increase  of  Executive  patronage  with  that  which 
the  Exeontive  Government  is  now  voluntarily 
wflling  to  abandon.  It  woold  be  but  as  a  drop 
o(»npwed  with  the  ocean.  Talk  not,  ibm^  to 
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me  of  the  ioorease  of  patronage  which  the  hill 
upon  your  tahle  would  confer  on  the  Execntive. 
Thej  form  a  very  uiyixst  estimate  of  the  intel- 
ligence of  our  (stizens  irho  would  attempt  to 
make  them  bellere  that  a  few  EzeontiTe  offioen, 
known  to  be  Boch  to  all  the  Horronnding  com- 
mtmity,  can  ezerciae  an  infiaence  oyer  the  peo- 
ple at  ul  to  be  compued  with  that  of  a  league 
of  eighty^x  bankinig  iostitntions. 

This  now  brings  me  to  the  bill  npon  yonr 
table.  This  bill  u  the  only  remuning  plan  to 
which  we  can  resort.  It  recommends  itaelf  to 
public  approbation  by  the  simplicity  of  its  pro- 
visions. TThe  existing  officers  of  Government 
already  collect  and  disburse  our  revenues.  It 
merely  superadds  to  these  duties,  that  of  safely 
keeping  and  transferring  the  public  money, 
according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Government, 
daring  xoB  time  vhiofa  must  necessarily  inters 
▼ene  between  its  receipt  and  disbursement 
Tbia  is  the  whole  bill.  If  it  be  justly  liable  to 
any  critteisnif  it  is  that  t}ie  swunty  of  the  pab* 
Uc  money  mi^ht  require  the  appointment  of  a 
very  few  additional  officers  in  our  large  com- 
meroial  cities.  It  has,  perh^s,  been  framed 
more  exclusivdy  with  a  view  to  econotinr,  than 
is  consistent  with  the  public  interest.  The  ob- 
ject is  a  ^reat  and  important  one,  and  no  moder- 
ate  additional  expense  ought  to  be  spared  which 
may  be  necessary  for  its  acocHupliahment.  Buch 
is  the  bill. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
noL'x)  has  proposed  an  ameddmeot  to  this  bill, 
prescribing  the  f^ds  which  shall  be  received  in 
payment  of  the  puUio  duea.  And  here  permit 
me  to  observe,  tliat,  ia  dlaensring  that  amend- 
ment, I  shall  not  inquire  whether  Bmator 
has  come  over  to  nSj  or  we  have  gone  over  to 
the  Senator.  This  is  a  question  of  but  small 
moment,  so  that  we  are  now  together.  The 
first  extended  effort  which  I  ever  made  in  Con- 
gress was  in  defence  of  the  conduct  of  that  Sen- 
ator, when  I  thought  be  had  been  unjustly  as- 
sailed as  Secretary  of  War.  We  stood  together 
shoulder  to  shoulder  in  1827,  and  throughout 
the  trying  conflict  which  resulted  in  the  elec- 
tion of  General  Jackson.  I  rejoice  tliat  he  is 
now  found  sustaining  the  leading  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Message  at  this  Important  crins,  and 
I  trust  that  on  fntnre  occasions  we  may  receive 
his  able  and  efficient  sapport. 

With  all  these  feelings  of  distingnished  respect 
for  the  Senator,  I  am  still  sorry  that  he  has 
offered  his  amendment.  I  shonld  have  been 
glad  if  the  vote  of  the  Senate  could  have  been 
taken  upon  the  simple  proposition  to  divorce 
bank  and  State.  On  this  single  question  we 
should  have,  I  think,  persented  a  more  united 
front  tiian  when  it  shall  be  connected  with  the 
Senator^s  amendment.  It  would  have  been 
better  first  to  have  established  the  divorce,  and 
afterwards  to  have  determined,  by  a  separate 
bill,  the  nature  of  the  funds  which  our  depos- 
itories shall  receive. 

For  my  own  part,  as  to  the  fbnds  receivable) 
I  feel  strmgly  uudined  to  support  the  reoom- 
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mendation  of  the  Sectary  <tf  the  Treasury. 
In  page  28  of  his  report,  when  ipealdng  <m  tins 
subject,  he  says : 

"Thiscoold  be  eflbcted  directing  what  alone 
appears  ad'e,  and  idiat  is  understood  to  be  the  prac- 
tice in  both  Ent^bnd  and  France,  Iti^thattheUDa 
of  no  local  btoks  be  taken,  irtddi  dull  not,  firom  the 
near  location  the  bank,  be  eqniralent  to  spede; 
be  able  to  be  converted  Into  q»ede  at  -rerj  short 
periods  by  the  recdvers  and  coUecton,  so  as  to  pay 
the  public  creditors  l^ally,  if  demanding  specie; 
and  be  thos  acooimted  for  at  par,  and  without  expense 
to  tlie  GovemmenC  Another  advantage  from  this 
course  would  be  its  salntory  clieck  on  over-issues  by 
the  ndghboring  banks." 

If  the  depoffltories  were  authorized  to  receive 
and  disburse  the  notes  of  such  banks,  oalliiu[ 
upon  them  at  ^ort  intervals  to  settie  the  bal- 
ances in  spede,  it  might,  I  think,  have  pro- 
moted the  oonvenienoe  of  the  public,  as  wdl  as 
afforded  a  salutary  check  npon  the  iasuee  of 
the  surroun^ng  buikiDg  inabtatiCHU.  I  under- 
stand such  was  the  course  pnrsued  by  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States.   I  was  willing  to 

f>roceed  oantiondy,  and  not,  at  the  firsL  go  the 
ength  of  demendiiig  ezmnaiTe  spede  pig- 
ments. 

But  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has 
tiionght  differently,  and  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
vote  for  or  agdnst  his  amendment.  Giving 
every  oonsideration  its  proper  weight,  I  hav^ 
since  be  has  agreed  to  modi^  it,  determined  to 
yield  it  my  support.  As  it  now  stas^  the 
notes  of  specie-paying  banks  will  be  receivable 
in  the  paym«it  of  all  the  public  dues  op  tOl  the 
last  d«y  of  the  year  18S8;  during  the  year 
1889,  one-fourth  will  be  required  in.qiede; 
during  the  year  1840,  one-half;  during  the  year 
1841,  three-fourths;  and  not  ontil  the  year 
1843  shall  we  reach  the  pdnt  of  exdnaive 
spede  payments.  Its  operation  will  be  alow 
and  gradoal;  and  if^  in  the  mean  time,  we 
should  discover,  at  any  stage  of  its  progress, 
that  it  is  too  severe,  we  can  eauly  change  the 
law. 

Mr.  PioBToir'sud :  Mr.  President,  I  deprecate 
this  mad  and  ferodona  warfare  against  any  of 
the  institutions  of  the  country,  against  the 
United  States  Bank  formerly,  a^unat  the  State 
banks  now.  It  does  not  ai>pear  to  me  that  this 
root  and  brandi  policy,  this  tearing  up  thingi 
estaUished,  to  supply  thdr  places  with  new 
theories,  however  neatly  constructed,  or  care- 
folly  elaborated,  is  the  part  of  prudence  and 
wisdom.  My  nature  and  habits  of  thought, 
confirmed  \)j  the  terrible  ezperienoa  of  the  last 
four  years,  make  me  a  conservative.  I  hesitate 
at  every  proposition  to  destroy,  that  you  may 
build  agfdn.  If  any  of  our  institutions  have 
snfibred  damage,  let  ns  repair  them ;  if  any 
portion  of  the  vast  edifice  of  our  proepierity  htu 
been  injured,  let  ns  with  a  cautious  and  rever- 
end hand  restore  wlu^;  baa  been  lost,  strengthen 
what  remains,  adjust  the  proportiona,  if  yoa 
diooae,  [woceediog  in  all  witii  a  sedate  and 
ateaify  pmpose  of  not  weakening  the  de^  fimn- 
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datioDs.  Let  us  not,  sir,  with  a  fantastio  ca- 
price tear  down  the  solid,  and  let  me  say  glori- 
ous fabric  of  our  prosperity,  that  we  may  try, 
by  as  futile  a  device  as  the  lamp  of  Aladdin,  to 
bnild  np  another  in  one  night,  ctf  &iry  marbl^ 
and  gold,  and  gems. 

It  is  the  part  of  statesmen  to  deal  with  the 
chrenmstanoes  aronnd  thnn.  In  the  closet  of  a 
philosopher,  in  the  desk  of  a  professor,  speonlo- 
don  may  dUcnss  what  is  best,  and  genios  in- 
dnlge  its  aspirations  for  the  *'  chief  good ; "  but. 
the  practlotu  politician  is  fpnced  aronnd  by  in- 
exorable necessities.  He  has  to  deal  with  things, 
not  with  ideas.  He  must  control,  not  create. 
He  must  govern  himself  by  the  circumstances 
amidst  which  he  finds  himsdf,  use  the  instru- 
ments that  are  presented  to  him,  and  be  content 
with  such  results  as  he  can  attain,  without  at- 
tempting such  as  he  can  imagine.  The  genius 
and  tamper  of  Napoleon  might  aspire  Co  a 
different  deeUny ;  but  ours,  thank  God,  is  hum- 
bler and  nfer.  We  adminiater  a  limited  Gov- 
ernment, .for  free  and  self-willed  States,  whose 
bidding  and  whose  bn^ess  we  are  to  do.  They 
have  placed  as  their  servants  In  the  midrt  of  a 
great  banking  aystem;  a  system  <tf  credit,  sur- 
rounding, pervading  and  penetrating  the  whole 
body  politic 

Mr.  Fresident,  we  must  conform  to  onr  con- 
dition, we  must  work  npon  the  platform  pre- 
pared for  us,  we  must  use  the  materials  furnisned 
to  onr  hands.  It  is  in  vain  to  try  to  extricate 
oarselves  from  the  condition  of  onr  existence. 
We  have  not  the  strength  (God  forbid  tliat  we 
should  have  it !}  to  disconnect  ourselves  from 
the  olrcnmstanpes  in  which  the  States  place  us. 
And  if  .we  attempt  to  tear  ourselves  loose  frcnn 
them,  there  may  ra  much  anffering,  a  struj^le, 
an  agony  *  but  you  will  have  at  length  to  oome 
back  to  your  allegiance,  and  content  yourself 
with  reform  instead  of  revolution.  Let  us, 
then,  wisely  and  at  odc&  to  correct,  con- 
trol, regulate,  modiQr,  a4jQst,  do  any  thing  but 
dflsboy. 


Satuhdat,  September  80. 
Sub-Trecuuty  Bill. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  sub-Treasory  bill, 
with  Ur.  Oalhoub*8  amendment 

Hi.  Bbowh  said,  in  rising  to  addreaa  the  Sen- 
ate^  after  the  very  able  and  luminous  investigsr 
tion  which  the  subject  then  before  them  had 
undergone,  he  did  so  from  no  vain  expectation 
that  he  should  be  able,  by  any  thing  he  might 
say,  to  impart  any  new  interest  to  the  deb^, 
which  had  been  listened  to  so  attentively,  or  to 
add  any  thing  of  force  to  the  argument  by  whicii 
it  had  been  sustained.  The  acknowledged  im- 
portance of  the  question  they  were  call^  on  to 
decide,  the  powerful  influence  it  would  exert  on 
the  future  destinies  of  the  country,  either  for 
good  or  evil,  and  the  deep  interest  felt  in  rela- 
tion to  it  by  the  citizens  of  the  State  which  he 
in  part  represented,  would,  he  trasted,  excuse  1 
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him  for  presenting  some  Of  the  leading  coosid- 
erationa  which  would  govern  his  course  on  that 
occasion. 

Mr.  B.  would  present  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal considerBtions  which  had  induced  him  to 
give  the  bill  then  before  them,  and  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  S<mtii  Car- 
olina, (Mr.  CxLaow^  his  cordial  sanction,  and 
support  The  same  eondderations  of  wisdom 
and  of  common  prudence,  which  would  induce 
an  individual  to  change  an  agent  in  whom  he 
had  reposed  a  tmst,  and  who  had  proved  un- 
fmtbful  or  incompetent,  should  admonish  as,  in 
our  public  capacity,  to  withdraw  our  confidence 
from  those  f  soal  agents  of  the  Government  who 
had  so  signally  failed  in  performing  the  duties 
undertaken  by  them.  The  State  banks  had  been 
tried  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government  under 
circumstances  the  most  favorable  to  success. 
The  nation  had  seen,  with  astonishment  in  a 
period  of  profound  peace,  with  no  public  debt 
burdening  onr  resources,  and  with  a  Treasury 
abounding  in  means  beyond  all  former  exam- 
ple, the  Government  of  the  United  States  sud- 
denly deprived  of  the  means  to  canry  on  ita 
ordinary  operations,  by  the  determination  of 
the  banks  having  possession  of  ita  revenues  to 
suspend  specie  payments.  Was  it  the  part  of 
wisdom,  under  snch  circumstances,  to  renew 
the  connection  between  the  Government  and 
the  banks?  Was  it  proper  for  those  entrusted 
with  the  duty  of  conducting  public  affairs, 
again  to  subject  the  Government  to  the  recur- 
rence  of  the  same  evil,  with  perhaps  still  more 
a^ravated  iigury  ? 

For  one,  he  wished  to  see  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment taken  out  of  the  keeping  of  irrespon- 
sible banking  corp<nations  and  subject  to  bo 
controlled  alone  by  the  will  of  the  peo^e,  its 
only  Icfdtimate  masters.  So  long  as  banks  were 
made  the  deporitories  of  the  public  revenue, 
the  Government  was  dependent  on  tbem  in  con- 
ducting its  most  important  operations,  either  in 
peace  or  war.  Its  action  might  be  arrested  by 
their  withholding  its  means  in  periods  of  the 
greatest  public  emergency.  It  could  not  in  war 
command  a  squadron  to  s^  or  put  a  battalion 
in  motion,  if  tiie  banks  entrusted  with  its  reve- 
nue should  determine  to  withhold  it.  Its  very 
existence  might  be  endangered  by  being  brought 
to  a  pause  for  the  want  of  means.  The  reflec- 
tion was  humiliating,  that  a  Government,  which 
was  noble  in  the  republican  dmplicity  of  its 
stmcture,  and  destined  to  solve  the  problem  of 
the  capacity  of  man  to  govern  himself  should 
be  made  to  depend  on  the  will  of  bankmg  cor- 
porations for  so  important  on  element  vf  its 
success  as  the  certain  command  of  ita  revenue. 
In  plamg  it  in  this  way,  at  their  mercy,  it 
was  exposed  in  its  financial  affairs  to  all  the 
evil  influences  which  they  might  exert  wheth- 
er arising  from  caprice,  political  hostility,  or 
the  vicissitudes  of  trade.  Nor  was  this  exhibit- 
ing the  danger  arising  from  this  system  in  ita 
true  extent  It  could  be  demonstrated  that 
the  banks  of  any  single  one  of  the  loige  com- 
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memal  cities,  in  a  period  of  OTcrtrading,  would 
have  it  entirely  in  their  power,  hy  snspending 
Qwde  payments,  to  compel  a  general  suapension 
ot  all  the  banks  throagnoitt  the  United  States ; 
and,  by  doing  so,  arrest  the  regular  operations 
of  the  Government  t  The  banks  of  a  Eongle  oi^ 
in  one  of  the  Eastern  States,  at  a  very  gloomy 
period  the  last  war,  availing  themsetves  of 
the  balances  which  had  accnmnlated  in  thnr 
favor,  in  ^e  oonrse  of  trade,  agunst  the  large 
commercial  cities  (tf  the  Middle  States,  had,  by 
a  demand  on  them  for  payment  in  specie,  caused 
a  saspenrion  by  the  banks  throaghont  the 
United  States  I  This  movement  struck  a  blow 
at  the  Government,  which  had  well  nigh  proved 
fatal  to  the  snccess  of  all  its  operations  in  the 
great  contest  in  which  it  was  then  engaged. 
That  it  was,  in  a  great  degree,  the  result  of 
hostilltj  to  the  oanse  in  whieh  the  conntiy  had 
embarlud,  was  then  exten^Tely  beUered,  nor 
has  that  impression  to  this  day  been  removed. 

The  State  banks  are,  from  the  course  of  com- 
mercial transactions,  so  intimately  and  closely 
connected  t<^ether,  tiiat  what  affeots  any  por- 
tion of  tliem  m  any  one  of  the  principal  cities, 
13,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  felt  by  all.  The 
stoppage  of  the  banks  at  either  of  the  great 
commercial  points,  almost  with  the  quickness 
of  electricity,  is  felt  by  all  and  is  followed  by  all 
throaghont  the  comitry,  as  a  measare  of  self-pro- 
tection. If  this  was  proven  to  have  been  the 
case  by  the  oocurrenoe  of  that  kind  which  took 
place  in  the  last  war,  the  dnnunstances  of  tiie 
country  which  now  exist,  are  still  more  peca- 
liariy  <»lcnlated  to  prodnoe  nuh  a  result.  The 
gnat  increase  in  onr  intwnal  trade,  at  well  as 
K>rei^  commerce,  and  the  r^^idihr  ot  commu- 
nication now  existing  between  the  remotest 
pcdnts  of  onr  oountTy,liad  produced  a  still  closer 
connection  and  sympathy  between  the  banks 
than  formerly  existed  and  doubly  subjected  idl 
to  the  danger  of  being  affected  by  causes  opera- 
ting on  a  few  at  a  single  great  commercial  point. 

He  had  shown  the  great  nncertainty  and 
danger  which  the  Oovemment,  by  depositing  its 
revenue  with  the  banks,  would  be  oontintully 
liable  to,  in  its  financial  affairs.  He  had  shown 
that  these  results  might  be  hronght  aboat  by 
the  deterrainationof  the  banks,  at  a  ringle  lead- 
ing commendal  d^.  Was  it  the  dictate  of 
wisdom  thna  to  place  tbis  already  great  and 
rapidly  growing  repabtic  nndw  the  control  of 
a  few  great  commercial  cities,  in  a  matter  so 
materially  involving  its  succeas,  as  well  as  its 
very  bein^?  Was  it  sound  policy  in  that  way 
to  expose  its  financial  action  to  the  deleterious 
inflaence  of  the  national  Bank  of  England,  and 
the  great  moneyed  ^wer  of  that  country? 
Much  the  larger  portion  of  the  foreign  com- 
merce carried  on  by  onr  great  cities,  was  with 
England.  He  was  informed  that  even  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  trade  carried  on  by  Amer- 
ican merchuita  with  other  foreign  coon  tries,  was 
conducted  by  means  of  credit  obtained  tiiroogh 
the  great  buiking  honaea  in  thri  ooontry. 

It  was  the  mufortond  of  onr  great  dtie^ 
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if  it  was  to  be  regarded  as  such,  almost  con- 
tinually to  atand  mdebted  to  Ikigland  in  a 
veryluve  amount,  'Whenever  onr  merdunta 
overtraoed  with  her  to  any  ocmslderable  extent, 
her  national  bank  could,  if  she  chose  U,  produce 
a  pressure  tiirongh  them  on  our  city  banks,  and 
produce  the  hazard  of  thdr  stopping  ^>ecie  pay- 
ments. Her  powerfiil  agenx^  to  accomplish 
such  a  catastrophe  may  be  seen  in  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  all  our  banks,  which 
has  lately  occurred  in  this  country.  The  first 
movement  which  led  to  that  unfortunate  result 
was  that  made  by  that  bank,  by  which  she  com- 
pelled the  great  banking  houses  of  England, 
connected  with  the  American  trade,  to  discredit 
American  merchants.  Indebted  to  England  as 
they  were  in  a  snm  estimated  at  about  thirty 
millions,  and  unable  longer  to  draw  bills  to  nwet 
their  payments  on  her  banking  houses,  whidi 
had  before  given  them  abnost  unlimited  cre^t, 
they  were  driven  to  the  only  other  expedient 
left  them  of  making  remittances  in  specie,  the 
demand  for  which  compelled  the  banks  first 
in  our  great  commercial  emporium  to  doae 
their  va'^ts. 

Nor  would  a  national  bank  have  shared  a 
different  fate,  if  one  had  been  in  existence, 
under  the  same  overwhelming  causes.  It  would, 
no  doubt,  have  been  forced,  under  the  great 
and  extraordinary  pressure  for  specie,  to  have 
yielded  to  the  storm.  To  reunite  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  banks,  would  be,  therefore,  to 
sulfject  it,  in  a  period  of  overtrading,  to  the 
danserons  influence  of  the  great  moneyed  power 
of  England,  operating  at  such  a  time,  first  on 
our  merohanta  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  next 
on  the  banks,  and,  tbrondi  t^em,  on  the  finanoes 
of  the  Government.  If  its  independence  was 
to  be  preserved — ^if  its  r^ular  coustituti<HUil 
action  was  to  be  kept  up,  impelled  alone  by  the 
vigor  of  the  public  will— then  the  separation  of 
its  financial  mterests  from  the  banks  entirely 
was  a  measure  indispensable.  That  alone  could 
secure  to  t^e  people,  in  its  administration,  those 
great  and  important  ends  in  a  republican  form 
of  Government  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and 
free  it  from  the  extraneous  infiuenoea  which 
threatened  such  serious  mischi^. 

He  had  noticed  some  weeks  previous  to  the 
bankahavingstoppedcroede  payments,  theumul- 
taneous  movements  or  certain  presses  devoted 
to  the  Interests  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
tending  to  prodnoe  that  result.  They  predicted 
that  the  banks  would  stop,  and  some  of  them 
zealously  urged  them  to  that  course.  He  did  not 
positively  know  that  it  was  their  design  through 
tbe  instrumentality  of  a  panic,  to  bring  about 
that  result,  to  which  tiieir  laSors  had  power- 
fully tended  for  so  long  a  time ;  but  the  time, 
the  manner,  and  the  circumstances,  all  went 
strongly  to  favor  that  suppositiou.  The  time 
selected  for  this  movement,  when  mercantile 
&UnreB  were  ddly  occurring,  was  of  all  others 
the  most  fitvorable  to  prodaoe  distmrt  and 
alarm  in  the  public  mind,  as  to  the  aolveaer  of 
the  banks,  aiia,  cooseqnently,  to  erase  a  geiural 
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danond  on  tbem  for  ^>ede,  br  depositors,  and 
those  vho  held  their  notes.  The  manner  of  the 
attack,  by  commencing  it  abont  the  same  time 
at  three  or  foar  important  points,  distant  from 
each  other,  showed  it  to  be,  if  not  a  matter  of 
concert,  at  any  rate  a  singular  coincidence. 
The  cironmstances  mider  which  it  was  made, 
were  exceedingly  well  calculated  to  produce  the 
political  effect  doubtless  ardently  desired  by 
those  engaged  in  the  cmsade  ag^nst  the  admin- 
istration. Very  many  of  our  dtizens  were 
faiTolTed  In  heavy  peconiary  embarraBBmentfl, 
the  frdtsftf  the  wildest  speoolation.  The  States 
— many  of  them  In  the  antidpation  of  reoetTing 
their  proportion  of  the  surplns  revenue— had  em- 
barbed  in  expensive  plans  of  improvement ;  and 
the  whole  of  the  publio  revenue  belonj^g  to 
the  General  Oovemmeut  was  deposited  in  the 
banks,  thns  liable  to  be  affected.  In  this  state 
of  things,  it  was  no  donbt  imagined  by  many  of 
those  who  are  desperately  determined  on  pro- 
ducing a  political  revolution,  that  to  stop  the 
banks  was  to  pull  down  the  administration.  It 
was  a  blow  wnidi,  by  the  sofferings  it  inflicted, 
was  to  awaken  the  slombering  community  to 
the  merits  of  a  national  bank.  It  would  dis- 
appoint the  States  in  their  expectations  of  re- 
««Ting  th«  snrphis  TeTenne.  Elnally,  that  it 
would  stop  tiie  wheels  of  Gorenuneat,  and 
tfforA  the  enemies  of  those  in  power  the  oppor- 
tunity of  exoltingly  pointing  to  its  bankmptoy, 
and  proclaiming  tbe  mismanagement  of  its  reve- 
nnes.  He  regarded  the  great  lK>dy  of  those  in 
opposition  as  honest  ana  patriotic  dtizens,  and 
was  far  from  believing  that  they  were  prompt- 
ed by  such  motives  as  he  had  aUuded  too ;  bat, 
at  the  same  time,  he  Mt  regret  at  being  com- 
pelled to  express  the  belief,  foroed  on  him  by 
tiie  circmnstanoes  he  had  described,  that  there 
were  some  to  be  found  among  them  ready  to 
compass  their  objects  at  the  expense  of  the 
prosperity  and  best  interrats  of  their  country. 

It  woQld  not,  he  tliong^t,  be  doubted,  on  a 
candid  review  of  the  history  of  the  last  three 
or  four  years,  that  the  connection  between  the 
Government  end  the  banks  had  invited  and 
been  made  the  oanse  of  the  harasiing  warfare 
which,  to  subserve  party  purposes,  had  been,  in 
that  space  of  time,  almcet  constantly  kept  np 
against  the  depout  banks,  and,  consequently, 
imecting  to  a  great  extent  the  interests  and  bus- 
iness of  the  country.  The  streams  of  the  money 
circulation  never  can  run  clear  or  nnooth  while 
they  are  liable  to  be  mnddied  and  lashed  into 
impetuous  violence  by  being  mingled  with  polit- 
ical excitement  The  country  will  be  perpet- 
ually li^Ie  to  experience  inundations  at  one 
time  in  its  oircnlation,  and  at  another  to  suffer 
sodden  reactions,  llie  true  remedy  is,  tben, 
to  remove  the  canse  by  severing  the  connection 
between  the  Oorenunent  and  the  banks.  By 
doing  this,  many  of  the  most  powerful  motives 
to  produce  agitation  on  this  most  delicate  and 
SMisitive  qaestion  will  be  effectually  removed. 

The  President,  in  recommending  a  severance 
(rf  the  connection  between  the  Qovernment  and 
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the  banks,  had  assumed  an  attitude  of  dignified 
firmness  and  moral  elevation  worthy  the  cbar^ 
actor  of  the  Chief  Hagistrato  of  the  nation.  It 
carried  out  the  doctrine  into  practice,  that  sim- 
plicity in  the  admimstratiou  of  a  Government 
founded  on  the  will  of  the  people,  while  it  is 
the  readiest  means  of  perpetuating  its  princi- 
ples, is  the  sorest  way  of  secoring  their  esteem 
and  approbation.  It  voluntarily  proposed  to 
relinquish  whatoverof  power  and  influence 
mif^t  be  derived  to  the  Exeontive  branch  of 
the  Government  from  a  connection  with  mon- 
eyed institntiona,  and,  tn  doing  so,  would  leave 
it  to  repose  on  the  wisdom  of  its  policy,  and 
the  ments  of  its  measures,  f(U' jrablio  siqiport 

Mr.  B.,  in  ocmdndon,  stud  it  was  now  very 
apparent  that  the  decision  of  Congress  woold 
be  ultimatdy  narrowed  down  to  a  choice  be- 
tween the  plan  of  fiscal  agency  then  proposed, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank.  The 
8tato  banks  had,  on  a  fair  trial,  proved  them- 
selves incapable  of  fulfilling  the  duties  of  snch 
&  trust,  ana  if  agun  resorted  to^  would,  in  all 
probability,  sooner  or  lator,  present  a  repetition 
of  the  difficulties  in  which  they  had  recentiy 
involved  the  Government  and  the  country.  To 
the  creation  of  a  national  bank,  in  any  form,  he 
had  objections  of  an  insupwable  character. 
The  ar^rument  made  by  gentlemen  who  had 
preoedM  him  in  debate,  aininst  its  constitation- 
ality,  was  unanswered  and  nnanswerable.  The 
objections  to  it,  as  a  measare  of  expediency, 
were  equally  strong  and  deoiuve.  The  remedy 
which  it  would  afford  would  be  worse  than  the 
disease,  which  its  friends  professed  its  capacity 
to  relieve.  Besides  its  tendency  to  produce 
pecuniary  distress  for  some  time  before  it  could 
go  into  operation,  if  establi^ed  under  the  pres- 
sure of  the  present  pretended  necessity,  it 
would  be  fixed  on  the  country,  notwithstand- 
ing any  abuses  it  might  commit,  for  ages  to 
come.  The  argoment  would  b?  oonstanuy  and 
readily  need  by  its  advocates,  that  it  most  be 
ocmtinned,  or  the  prosperity  4^  the  conntry 
reined. 

Benmoal  qf  Seomw  BondM. 
Hr.  GnuimT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  the  sul^ject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  District 
Attorneys  for  the  renewal  of  costom-house 
bonds.  Bead,  ami  ordered  to  a  seoond  read- 
ing. 

This  bill  fixes  the  &«  at  five  doHara  for  each 
renewal 


UosDAT,  October  2. 

The  snb-Treasnry  bill  being  resumed, 
Ur.  BATUn,  of  Delaware,  addressed  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  President :  The  bill  now  before  tw  pro- 
poses three  measures:  the  first  of  which  is, 
to  d^ntdve  all  connection  with  the  banks ;  sec- 
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ondlj,  to  sQlntitnte  the  agency  of  certiun  of- 
ficers, thirteen  or  fourteen  thonsand  in  nmnber, 
fyr  that  of  the  banks  in  keeping  the  rerenaes 
of  the  GoTemment;  and,  thirdly,  to  receive, 
after  a  cert^n  period,  nothing  bat  gold  and 
ulver  coin  in  pajrmeDt  of  Government  does. 
The  objects  which  are  said  to  be  contemplated 
as  the  reanlts  of  tiiese  measares  are,  first,  to 
secnre  the  GoT«mnent  against  loss  in  the  keep- 
ing of  lis  treasure ;  and,  secondly,  to  provide  a 
oorrency  of  gold  and  ^Iver  coin,  which  is  de- 
clared to  be  the  constitoiional  currency.  The 
uieasnres  themselves  have  nothing  to  recom- 
mend them  beyond  their  snpposed  tendency  to 
accompli^  these  objects.  Before  proceeding, 
however,  to  the  discnssion  of  these  matters,  it 
is  necessary  to  have  a  jnst  and  predse  conception 
of  the  objects,  the  accomplishment  of  which  is 
'  8^d  to  be  contemplated. 

The  first,  which  respects  the  fact  of  seoority 
flgainrt  losi  in  keeping  the  pnbUo  lieasnre,  is 
ea^  nndentood,  bat  the  othw,  the  fevorite 
olbjoot,  oC  providing  a  current^  of  gold  and 
uver  coin,  requires  some  explanation.  It  has 
been  supposed,  and  I  confess  I  entertdDed 
the  same  opinitm,  that  some  of  tlioBe  who  ad- 
vocate these  measures  were  bent  on  proonring 
a  purely  metallic  carrency  for  the  conntry,  to 
tiie  exdnsion  of  all  pa^er;  while  others  were 
aiming  only  at  a  larger  infnsion  of  the  precions 
metals  into  the  dirculating  medium,  being  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  a  considerable  part  of  it 
should  still  consist  of  convertible  paper.  I  am 
convinced,  however,  from  a  closer  attention  to 
what  has  heretofore  passed  on  this  aubjaot,  that 
the  views  of  all  otm  are  directed  merdy  to  tbe 
enlai^gement  of  the  metaltio  portion  of  the  cur- 
rency, by  changing  the  ratio  of  the  nUxtore  ftf 
paper  and  coin,  as  it  ^ated  before  the  snq>en* 
flion  of  specie  payments.  The  case  is  not, 
therefore,  rightly  preeented  by  thb  Senator 
ftom  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bbnton,)  when  he  states 
it  to  be  a  contest  between  opposite  systems  of 
paper  and  coin ;  but,  in  fact,  whatever  difier- 
ence  of  opinion  exists  in  relation  to  tlie  corren- 
cy  is  merely  as  to  the  relative  proportions  in 
which  paper  and  coin  should  compose  it. 

No  one,  at  least  to  my  knowledge,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, haa  professed  to  countenance,  mnch  less 
to  reofflnmend,  an  inomvertible  paper-medium, 
except  indeed,  the  Senates  from  South  Oaro- 
llna,  (Mr.  Oaihouh,)  who  seHois  to  think  that 
a  Government  paper  is  the  only  safe  one.  I 
shall  proceed,  therefore,  to  show  what  are  the 
different  views  entertained  on  this  snl;)ect,  and 
the  probable  effect  which  the  different  propo- 
sitiooft  heretofore  made  for  the  suppression  of 
notes  of  a  low  denoiQination  would  have  upon 
the  currency.  The  Senator  from  lUssouri,  (Mr. 
BE:!m)N,)  who  has  t^en  the  l&ad  upon  this  sub- 
ject of  metallic  currency,  may  very  fairly  be 
taken  as  the  exponent  of  the  views  of  those 
who  are  most  partial  to  the  precious  metals. 
His  proposition  is  to  suppress  all  notes  under 
one  nnnared  dollars,  as  appears  from  the  speech 
deUvered  by  him  oa  the  S7th  Jamuvr,  IS^T, 
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on  the  resolution  to  re8<»nd  the  Treasury  order, 
in  which  he  cites  his  speech  on  the  subject  of 
the  District  banlcs  in  the  preceding  ses^mi,  as 
containing  his  views  on  tiia  subject.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract  from  tiuit  q>eedi : 

'*  Mr.  Benton  add  that  the  prnwaed  limit  (tf  twenty 
doUats  fbr  the  ndnfmtun  sixe  of  banknotes  was  not 
on  arbitrary  aasumptioD  or  a  &nciAil  designation; 
but  WBS  a  Ihmt  ascertained  by  ezpoience  and  ptoren 
by  results  to  be  the  lowest  that  would  sofflce  to  ao- 
compliah  the  ends  intended :  these  ends  are,  let.  To 
re^iMablish  the  gold  currency.  2d.  To  mike  gold 
and  olver  the  oommon  currency  for  all  the  null 
dealing  of  the  country.  8d.  To  extend  and  enlane 
the  spede  basis  of  the  paper  circulation.  4th.  To 
save  the  laboring  and  small  dealing  part  of  the  con- 
munity  from  the  effects  of  contractions  and  expan- 
Bions  from  bank  issues,  fith.  To  save  than  from  the 
impositions  of  counterfeiters,  from  losses  wbeu  banks 
fail,  and  from  bearing  the  whole  burden  of  the  wear 
and  tear  of  small  notes.  6th.  To  save  hard  money 
enough  In  the  ccnmfary  to  make  itsafe  to  have  sunt 
paper  currency  as  conunoee  and  large  deaUnos  m»j 
require.  These  are  the  djeota  to  be  acocHnpUsbed, 
and  lees  than  |20  will  have  no  adequate  effect  Far 
better  would  the  limit  be  ot  $100,  as  it  is  nearly  in 
France,  and  where  that  limit  ensures  a  drculation 
of  nine-tenths  gold  and  silver  and  one-tendi  pap«r.** 

It  thus  appears,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
most  zealous  advocates  of  a  hard-money  cur- 
rency do  not  contend  for  the  entire  expulsion 
of  paper,  but  desire  a  larger  Infunon  of  precious 
metals  into  the  circulating  medium.  We  are 
all  agreed  as  to  the  odious  and  unconstitutional 
character  of  a  mere  paper  currency,  for  a  mix- 
ed currency  of  coin  and  convertible  paper  can- 
not be  deuoroinated  a  pnwr  onrreBoy.  The 
difibrent  views,  then,  whi^  are  entertained  aa 
to  the  ratio  of  this  mixtnre  of  paper  and  coin 
in  the  circulating  medium,  may  1>e  reduced  to 
three  classes:  first,  of  those  who,  with  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Beston,)  are  la 
favor  of  a  soppression  of  all  bank  notes  under 
$100 ;  secondly,  of  those  who,  with  the  Sena- 
tor fVom  Virginia,  (Mr,  Bivss,)  are  in  favor  (tf 
a  suppression  of  all  notes  under  $20;  and, 
thirdly,  of  those  who  are  of  opinion  that  the 
suppression  of  all  notes  under  $10  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  ensure  a  due  proportiw  of  coin  in  the 
circulation.  Before  proceeding  to  my  argu- 
ment, I  think  it  important  to  the  perfect  com- 
prehendon  of  the  matter,  that  we  should  first 
settie,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  eflfect  which 
wonld  be  produced  npon  the  actual  currency  of 
the  ooontry  by  tiie  adoption  of  either  of^ the 
above  suggestions.  Fortunately,  sir,  we  are 
not  without  the  means  of  doing  so.  The  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  the 
condition  of  the  State  banks,  made  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  in  that  part  of  it  which 
relates  to  the  banks  in  the  State  of  Kew  York, 
fVimishes  some'  data  for  that  purpose.  I  take 
the  instance  of  the  New  York  currency,  be- 
cause it  is  the  only  one,  the  component  parts 
of  which  are  stated,  and  I  presume  that  those 
facts  which  are  found  to  be  true  in  relation  to 
the  paper  pert  of  that  tmtmojf  will  be  found 
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to  be  nearly  so  ia  relation  to  the  paper  part  of 
the  onrrency  of  the  whole  eounti?,  although  it 
is  veiT  probable  that  a  difference,  more  or  less 
oonsidsrable,  may  be  found  to  eztst  in  the  cur- 
rency of  some  partioalar  Btates.  But,  so  far 
■B  my  argument  is  concerned,  it  is  of  no  con- 
sequence whether  the  statement  be  precisely 
aocnrate'or  not;  the  object  being  to  give  some 
definite  idea  of  the  practical  effect  of  those 
views.  In  that  report  the  entire  paper  curren- 
cy, on  the  1st  of  January,  1836,  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  is  stated  to  be  $21,123,089, 
which,  with  the  sum  of  $4,000,000,  the  proba- 
ble amount  of  coin  in  circulation,  would  make 
the  entire  currency  of  paper  and  coin  about 
$26,000,000.  It  appears  from  that  report,  that 
the  whole  number  of  bank  notes  in  circulation 
of  the  denomination  of  $100  and  upwards, 
amounted  to  $0,280,300,  which  ia  aboat  one- 
flfth  of  the  whole  currency ;  that  the  whole 
nmnbcr  of  notes  la  circalouon  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  $20  and  upwards,  amounted  to  the 
mm  of  nearly  $8,000,000,  or  about  one-third 
of  the  whole  currency ;  and  that  the  whole 
number  of  notes  in  circulation  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  $10  and  upwards,  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  $12,265,766,  or  about  one-half  of  the 
entire  currency.  It  will  follow,  then,  that  to 
suppress  all  notes  under  $100  would  give  four 
parts  of  coin,  and  one  of  paper,  of  the  whole 
onrrency;  while  tho  snppresuon  of  all  notes 
under  $20  would  give  two  parts  of  coin  and  one 
of  p^r,  and  the  sappresdon  of  all  notes  under 
$10  would  give  a  corrauc^  one-half  of  coin,  and 
tiie  other  of  paper. 

It  is  of  no  conseqoeiuM  to  my  argument 
whether  these  ratios  be  exactly  correct :  it  is 
sofflMmt  if  they  be  an  approximation  to  tiie 
troth.  Let  us  then  apply  them  to  the  whole 
entrenoy  of  the  United  States,  and  observe  tbe 
resolt. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  hts  annual 
report  on  the  state  of  the  fioanoes,  made  at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
estimated  the  entire  currency  of  tiie  T^ited 
Btates  on  tlie  Ist  of  December,  1886,  to  be 
$148,000,000,  of  which  $180,000,000  were  pa- 
per, and  $28,000,000  coin.  As  it  is  necessary 
to  take  some  spedflo  amount  for  the  purpose  of 
oalcolaUon,  we  will  take  tiiat  to  be  the  actual 
amount  of  tlte  entire  cnrrency  of  Uie  country. 
The  effect  upon  that  currency,  of  the  proposi- 
tion to  suppress  all  notes  under  $100,  would, 
from  the  anal<^y  of  the  New  York  currency, 
be,  to  give  us  $118,400,000  of  coin,  and  $29,- 
600,000  of  paper,  as  the  relative  proportions. 
The  proposition  to  suppress  all  notes  under  $20 
would  give  nearly  $99,000,000  of  coin,  and 
$49,000,000  of  paper;  while  that  to  suppress 
all  notes  under  $10  would  give  $74,000,000  of 
coin,  and  $74,000,000  of  paper.  This  view  of 
the  matter  is  entirely  distinct  from  the  question 
of  how  much  coin  it  is  proper  for  the  banks  to 
keep  in  their  vaults  as  tiie  dssIs  of  th^  P^>6r 
dnmhition ;  and  which  experience  woidd  seem 
to  indicate  to  be  about  one-tLird. 
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Now,.sir,  I  propose  to  show  that,  whether 
the  oUect  be  to  increase  Ae  ratio  of  the  mix- 
ture <a  coin  in  the  whole  ciroulation  as  it  exist- 
ed on  the  1st  of  December  last,  or  to  provide 
an  exdufflve  metollio  currency,  the  measures 
now  proposed  by  the  bill  before  us  will  not 
only  not  promote  that  object,  but  defeat  it  alto* 
gether.  To  do  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  ad- 
vert to  a  few  simple  principles,  which  are 
established  laws  of  currency.  Tlie  purpose  of 
a  currency  being  to  effect  the  aggregate  pay- 
ments of  the  nation,  a  ^ven  amount  in  value, 
less  than  the  amount  of  those  payments,  but 
having  a  proportionate  relation  to  them,  is  ne- 
cessary for  that  purpose.  It  is  also  true  that 
gold  and  silver  are  the  standards  of  value  over 
the  whole  world,  and  are,  at  tho  same  time, 
objects  of  commerce  and  matsriala  of  cnrrency. 
From  these  facts  results  a  law  <^  mixed- curren- 
cy, that  paper  will  expel  the  ctnn  unless  it  be 
restrained  m  its  numerical  amount  and  denond- 
nation.  Of  this  fact  abundant  evidence  may 
be  found  in  tho  history  of  every  civilized  na- 
tion. But,  sir,  I  will  not  trouble  the  Senate 
by  referring  to  the  elementary  writora  as  au- 
thorities upon  that  point.  I  shall  content  my- 
self with  authorities  nearer  home.  I  mean  to 
forage  in  the  enemy's  country ;  and  I  will  cite 
one,  which  I  presume  will  be  satisfactory,  not 
only  to  the  Senator  from  Hissouri,  (Mr.  Bbn- 
TOS,)  but  to  those  also  who  are  most  zealous  on 
the  ButiJect  of  the  gold  and  silver  G<Hn,  bdng 
no  other  than  the  speech  of  that  tienstor  up<n 
the  District  banks,  delivered  in  the  seadon  of 
18S6-*6,  to  which  I  have  befinre  refeired,  and 
from  which  I  now  read  the  following  extract : 

"  He  gmA  evils  of  a  small  paper  currency  an : 
1.  To  banish  gold  and  diver;  S.  To  enoooiage 
coonterfeitiDg ;  S.  TodMtroythe8UBdard<tfvaluea; 
4.  To  throw  the  burdena  ttad  die  evils  of  the  paper 
system  upon  the  laboring  oad  small  dealing  part  of 
the  commot^ty.  The  inatinct  of  banks  to  ooSl  thor 
cjicoUtion  to  the  lowest  dmODunation  of  notes  iiludi 
can  be  forced  upon  the  commnnity  Is  a  trait  In  the 
system  univenaDy  proved  to  exist  wherever  banks 
of  drcolaUon  have  been  permitted  to  give  a  currency 
to  a  country,  and  the  cSbct  of  that  instinct  has  always 
been  to  banish  gold  and  silver.  When  the  Bank  of 
England  was  chartered,  in  the  year  1G94,  it  conld 
issue  no  note  less  than  £100  sterling  ^  that  amount 
was  gradually  reduced  by  the  persevering  efforts  of 
titebank  to£flO;  tiien  to£SO;  then  to £15;  then 
to  £10;  and  at  last  to  £5 ;  and,  finally,  to  £8  and 
£1.  Those  denominations  were  not  reached  until 
the  year  1797,  or  until  one  hundred  and  three  yeats 
after  the  ioBtitution  of  the  bank ;  and,  as  the  aeveral 
reducdotts  in  the  size  of  the  notes,  and  the  conse- 
quent increase  of  paper  currency  took  ^ace,  gold 
became  more  and  more  scarce,  and,  with  the  issoe  of 
£1  and  £2  notea,  it  totally  disappeared  from  the 
country.  This  efifect  was  foretold  by  all  political 
economists,  and  especially  by  Mr.  Buriie,  then  aged 
and  reUred  from  public  life,  who  wrote  IVom  his  re- 
treat to  Hr.  Canning,  to  say  to  Hr.  Pitt,  the  Prime 
Hiniater,  these  prophetic  words :  '  If  this  tnll  for  the 
£1  and  £2  notes  ia  pennltted  to  pas^  we  etuil  never 
see  anoUier  guinea  in  Etttjland.*  The  lull  did  psas^ 
and  the  prediction  was  ftalMed;  for  not  aaotber 
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guinea,  half  guinea,  or  sovereign  was  seen  hi  Bng^d 
for  drculAtion,  until  the  bill  was  z«qpealed  tmHOnd- 
twentj  yean  afterwards." 

The  report  of  the  New  York  bank  commis- 
sioners, made  on  the  23d  of  January,  18S6,  is 
to  the  some  effect,  showing  that  the  practical 
experience  of  our  own  country  corresponds 
with  that  of  England.  The  commissioners 
Bay : 

"  The  meisurea  adopted  at  the  last  aesrion  of  the 
L^ialature  for  the  suppresfuon  of  the  small  bank 
notes  bare,  bo  far  as  they  have  yet  gone  mto  oper»- 
Uon,  occauoned  as  little  inconvenience  as  was  to  have 
been  expected.  The  efiSscts  of  the  change  were  not 
sennbly  felt  until  about  the  Ist  of  September,  and, 
rince  that  time,  a  large  amount  of  sp^e  has  been 
pot  into  drculation,  which  will  be  very  much  In- 
CKMsed  after  the  issues  of  the  three  dollar  notes  shall 
have  ceased  Our  Canadian  neighbors,  however,  cir- 
culate  a  veiy  large  amount  of  small  bank  notes, 
wlitch  are  taken  as  ftedy  on  the  acyoining  frontier  of 
the  State  m  our  own  notes  or  specie.  In  a  conaider- 
ible  portion  of.  St  Lawrence  coonty,  where  the  In- 
tercourse of  the  inhabitants  is  chieBy  with  Canada, 
the  law  is  entirely  disregarded.  It  is  more  or  less 
80  in  the  counties  bordeiing  upon  Vermont,  in  the 
oxtoeme  western  counties,  and  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  It  will  be  found  Imposes,  we  apprehend, 
to  enforce  the  law  c&bctually  so  long  as  the  small 
notes  are  issued  by  the  bonks  (tf  the  acy<^ning 
States." 

There  can,  therefore,  I  think,  sir,  be  no  doubt 
upon  this  point,  that  it  is  the  inflexible  law  of 
a  mixed  currency  of  p^>er  and  coin,  tiuA  the 
che^>er  material  sapptants  the  more  costly  one, 
and  that  the  mfy  mode  by  vUch  yon  ean  ae- 
can  a  {woper  adodxta»  m  odn  ii  by  the  mp- 
presmm  <a  the  null  notes.  I  am  thns  p&r- 
tioidar  as  to  tills  praotiosl  trntii,  became  upon 
it  la  baaed  the  whole  atmctnre  of  my  argument. 
I  hare  before  stated  that  the  whole  cnrrenoy 
of  Uiei  country  is  assumed  to  be  what  it  was  on 
the  1st  of  December  last,  as  appears  feom  the 
Secretary's  report,  $148,000,000,  of  which 
$28,000,000  was  coin  and  $120,000,000  bank 
notes.  The  Government  furnishes  the  coin — 
the  banks  fhmish  the  paper  part  of  the. cur- 
rency. We  are  all  agreed  that,  to  oonstitute 
a  sound  currency,  there  should  be  a  larger  ad- 
mixtare  of  the  precious  metals.  Those  who 
are  in  favor  of  the  snppresdon  of  notes  vnder 
$10  wish,  as  I  have  shown,  to  ruse  the  amount 
of  coin  in  circulatiw  from  $28,000,000  to 
$74,000,000 ;  those  In  &Tor  of  the  snppresdon 
of  notes  under  $20,  to  rdse  the  amount  of  coin 
to  $99,000,000 ;  and  the  Senator  from  Missoari, 
und  those  who  think  with  him  that  all  notes 
Tinder  $100  should  be  suppressed,  wish  to  ridse 
that  amount  to  $118,000,000.  And  yet,  sir, 
what  means  do  they  now  propose  to  take  in 
order  to  accomplish  this  purpose !  Why,  mr,  to 
separate  the  Government  from  the  banks  I  To 
divorce  the  Government  from  the  banks  I  To 
leave  the  banks  to  themselves  I  The  Senator 
ujt  they  have  &llen  into  the  sea,  and  be  will 
not  asBisfc  to  an^  them  ootl  *And  thia,  too^ 
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after  we  have  been  told  by  the  Senator  him- 
self, and  the  proposition  is  undonbtedly  true^ 
"  that  the  instinct  of  banks  to  sink  their  circu- 
lation to  the  lowest  denomination  of  notes 
which  can.be  forced  upon  the  oommnnity,  is  a 
trait  in  the  system — and  the  effect  of  that  in- 
stinet  baa  alwi^i  been  to  banish  gold  and  ^ 
Tcr."  No,  rir,  yon  cannot  leave  the  banks  to 
themselves ;  yon  oannot  divorce  the  Govern- 
ment from  them  \  Yon  must  watch  over  and 
regulate  them,  if  yon  mean  to  accomplish  the 
object  wliich  you  profess  to  have  in  view, 
namely,  the  improvement  of  tiie  currency. 

But  it  is  sdd  that,  by  requiring  ^yments  to 
the  Government  to  be  made  in  coin,  700  will 
compel  its  circulation.  Well,  tdr,  to  what  ex- 
tent do  yon  compel  that  circulation  t  To  the 
extent  only  of  the  amount  that  is  absolntdy 
necessary  to  effect  those  payments.  The  Pres- 
ident tells  ns  in  his  Message  tliat  the  amount  of 
ecdn  which  would  l>e  necessary  for  that  par- 
pose  is  about  $10,000,000.  Then,  I  say,  in  the 
event  of  ^e  non-resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  tmnks,  yotir  curreni^  would  con- 
sist of  $188,000,000  of  paper,  and,  what  la 
worse,  of  inconvertible  paper,  without  a  limit 
to  its  extension ;  and  of  $10,000,000  of  coin, 
and  that  coin  would  be  coniined  to  the  channel 
of  Government  receipts  and  Government  pay- 
ments. The  currency  would  snbrnit  to  the 
force  you  pot  upon  it,  just  to  the  extent  of  that 
force,  and  no  ^rther.  Your  action  would  re- 
semble in  its  effect  a  proviso  to  s  general  law, 
which  is  a  restraint  only  to  l^e  extent  of  the 
proviso ;  and  your  coin  would  circulate  only  in 
the  channel  which  you  had  dug  out  fbr  it.  Jt, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  banks  sihoald  resume 
specie  payments,  md  the  onrraicy  should  be 
again  composed,  as  it  was  on  the  flrsfe  (tf  De- 
cember last,  of.  $28,000,000  of  coin  and  $180,- 
000,000  of  paper,  then,  I  say,  sir,  tiiat,  as  there 
would'  be  specie  more  than  enough,  in  circula- 
tion, to  answer  the  payments  of  ^e  Govern- 
ment, the  measure  of  demanding  payment  In 
coin  would  have  no  tendency  whatever  to  in- 
crease the  amount.  The  reason  of  all  this  Is 
apparent,  and  is-to  be  found  in  the  fact  which 
I  have  stated,  that  paper  will  banish  coin  from 
circulation  unless  restrained,  and  will  alwi^ 
do  so  up  to  tlie  p<^nt  of  that  restraint 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  resort  to  any  speoo- 
lative  reasoning  in  proof  of  these  positions. 
You  have  now,  sir,  in  the  present  state  of  things 
the  moat  positive  proof  of  thc^  truth,  Doee 
not  tlie  Government  at  this  moment  demand 
payment  of  its  dues,  of  its  duties,  its  postages, 
and  its  sales  of  public  lands,  in  coin  ?  And  yet 
does  that  coin  enter  into  the  general  circula- 
tion! Is  it  not  confided  entirely  to  Govern- 
ment debtors  and  Government  creditors,  to 
those  who  consume  the  revenues  and  those 
who  pay  them  ?  I  say,  then,  sir,  that  the  re- 
sult of  your  measure  is  this,  and  thia  only,  to 
secure  coin  as  the  oorrency  for  the  Govern- 
ment, and  leave  piqwr  as  the  oarreney  of  tiie 
pe(^le.  It  Is  no  unnaoal  thing,  lir.  Prerident, 


Digitized  by  Google 


486 


ABBIDGMENT  OF  THE 


to  see  those  at  tlie  head  of  the  GoTernment 
profess  one  thing  and  do  another. 

I  come  now  to  the  conuderotitm  oi  mj  second 
propo^oD,  which  is,  that  Oongress  u  honnd 
to  ramish  a  sound  onrrenoj  of  eaiji  and  oon- 
vertible  j^per  for  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  To  any  one  read  in  the  history  of  this 
conntiy,  and  in  the  text  of  the  constitotion,  it 
vonld  seem  strange  that  it  should  he  deemed 
necessary  to  formally  propound  ench  a  prop<»t- 
tion,  much  more  so  to  prove  it.  But  the  peeo- 
liar  tone  of  the  Message,  and  the  doctrines  of 
some  of  the  impDortera  of  the  administration 
on  this  floor,  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  the 
constitution  had  been  formed,  and  the  Govern- 
ment created,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  take 
care  of  itaelf.  Is  it  then  true,  sir,  that  this 
Government  was  created^  merely  that  HarUn 
Van  Buren  mi^t  he  Preudent,  and  et^oy  the 
dignity  and  emolnmaits  of  lus  ofi9oe;  that 
yoOf  sir,  should  be  Vice  President,  and  we  Sen- 
ators of  the  United  States,  with  the  privilege 
of  frankinK  our  letters  and  receiving  a  per  diem 
of  eight  (feUars  in  gold  and  ^verf  Was  that 
the  end  and  purpose  of  all  the  anxious  ddiber- 
ation  of  that  band  of  patriots  who  assembled 
in  Philadelphia  to  form  the  constitution,  and  of 
the  cession,  in  that  instrument,  on  the  part  of 
the  States,  of  almost  all  the  high  attributes  of 
sovereignty!  I  hod  hitherto  thought  the  ob- 
ject had  been  "  to  promote  the  genersl  welfare 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States."  I  was 
taught  to  tnink  that  the  powers  of  this  Gov- 
ernment were  trusts  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  and  that  the  end  and  object  of  the  con- 
stitution was  to  promote  their  welfare.  It 
■eons,  however,  Mr,  that  those  who  admiidster 
tiie  GoTemment  read  t^at  instrument  different- 
ly, and  have  come  to  the  enlightened,  profound, 
liberal,  and  statesman-like  oonolnaon,  that  the 
Government  was  created  merely  fyt  th^  bene- 
fit, and  that  the  people  have  no  part  or  lot  in 
the  field  of  its  operations.  Let  us,  then,  examine 
for  a  moment  the  soundness  of  this  opinion,  so 
far  at  least  as  the  currenoy  is  conoemod,  that 
being  the  matter  immediately  under  considera- 
tion. 

Every  one  fiuniliar  with  the  history  of  tho 
revolutionary  war,  knows  that  we  came  out  of 
that  conflict  with  a  ruined  oommeroe  and  a  de- 
based cnmnioy  of  ineonvertiUe  mwr;  that 
the  States  rcAised  to  ctmfer  on  the  old  OougresB 
Uie  power  to  levy  duties  on  imports,  uid  were 
unable  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  that  indirect 
mode  of  taxation  themselves.  That  if  Kew 
Twk,  ^r  instance,  sought  to  raise  a  revenue 
from  her  commerce,  New  Jersey  interfered  and 
defeated  her  plans  by  throwing  open  her  ports. 
That,  in  the  same  manner,  the  commercial  regu- 
lations of  Pennsylvania  were  at  the  raeroy  of 
the  State  of  Delaware,  and  were,  in  fact,  frus- 
trated by  the  legislation  of  that  State ;  and  so 
of  the  other  States.  In  the  hopeless  imbecility 
o!  eommercial  enterprise  which  grew  out  of 
this  condition  of  thUigs,  the  people  saw  the 
neoenity  of  a  Qflg&eral  Qovaninieiit,  which 
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should  have  the  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
and  provide  a  uniform  and  sound  currency  for 
the  country.  The  main  and  immediate  induce- 
ment  tax  tiie  fonnation  of  the  present  fonn  of 
Govenunent  was  the  desire  to  escape  from  these 
distressesand  embarrassments,  which,  from  their 
all-pervading  character,  could  only  be  cured  by 
a  National  Qovemment  Hence  we  find  that 
the  express  power  is  g)ven  in  the  constitution 
to  r^iilate  commerce,  as  well  as  the  express 
power  to  reflate  the  standards  oi  value  and 
quantity,  which  are  the  legs  of  commerce. 

I  shall  not,  sir,  after  the  luminous  and  pow- 
erful argument  of  the  Senator  from  Hassachn- 
setts,  (Mr.  Webstsb,)  upon  this  power  to  regu- 
late commerce,  attempt  to  say  any  thbg  in 
illostration  or  support  it  I  would  not  be 
chargeable  with  attempting  "  the  wasteful  and 
ridiculous  excess  of  adding  perfume  to  the  rose, 
or  gilding  refined  gold,"  but  will  oimtent  my- 
self with  remarldng,  that  one  might  fidriy  on- 
dude  tiiat  as  commerce  in  modem  times  is  no 
longer  carried  on  by  barter,  but  is  cmducted.  In 
its  minuter  dett^  hj  means  of  m<Hiey ;  and, 
in  its  larger  operations,  by  the  commercial 
currency  of  bills  of  exchange  and  promissory 
notes,  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  gives 
the  right  to  regulate  the  means  by  which  it  is 
conducted.  I  proceed,  therefore,  to  connder 
other  provisions  of  the  constitution.  My  pro- 
position is,  that  Congress  is  bound  to  Airnish  a 
sound  currenoy  of  coin  and  convertible  paper 
for  the  people  of  the  United  States.  I  say  of 
coin  and  convertible  paper,  for  I  consider  tiie 
latter  as  equivalent  to  coin  in  the  matter  of 
cnrroncy.  therefinv.  any  <me  should  be  of 
opinion  that  Oongress  is  bound  to  ftimish  an 
entire  metallic  currenOT,  that  opinion  does  not 
weaken  the  strengtli  (S  my  argunent,  the  views 
whldi  I  am  i^out  to  present  being  applicable 
to  both  positions. 

In  the  first  place,  the  power  is  given  to  Con- 
gress "to  coin  money."  For  what  purpose  is 
mon^  to  be  coined  ?  Not  that  it  may  be  melt- 
ed down,  and  manufactured  into  plate ;  not  that 
it  may  he  exported,  and  pass  into  forei^  mints, 
to  assume  some  other  form,  or  receive  some 
other  impression ;  nor  that  it  may  be  hoarded 
as  a  matter  of  curiosity  or  avarioe ;  but  that  it 
may  be  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  ccnned 
money  is  used,  namdy,  the  currency  or  circu- 
lating medium  of  the  country.  I  say  of  the 
country,  because,  as  the  power  is  a  trust  for 
the  general  welfare,  its  execution  most  have 
reference  to  tiie  end  of  its  existence.  In  the 
second  place,  Oongress  is  authorized  to  punish 
the  offence  "  of  coauterfeiting  the  current  coin. 
of  the  United  States."  In  the  third  place,  the 
States  are  prohibited  itom-  coining  money. 
And,  in  the  fourth  place,  nothing  but  gold 
and  silver  coin  "  can  be  niade  a  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  debts.  As  tho  great  bunness  of  cur- 
rency is  to  pay  debts,  and  Congress  has  the 
exclusive  power  of  fhrnishing  the  coin,  in 
which  alone  those  debts  can  be  legally  paid,  it 
fiillowB  tiiat  it  is  their  ooutitationai  aatj  to 
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ftimieh  mch  cnrrency  of  coin,  or  what  is  eqniv- 
alent,  of  conyertible  paper;  for,  if  thej  do 
not  famish  it,  no  other  power  can ;  and  the 
whole  bnslnesB  of  Bociety  must  be  snspended. 
The  purpose  of  cn^noy  is  to  make  the  abro- 
gate payments  of  the  conntry,  and  its  amount 
in  Tame  has  reference  to  the  amount  of  those 
payments;  at  the  same  time,  every  payment 
presnpposeB  an  antecedent  debt,  though  it  eziata 
W  for  a  moment  and  it  is  Oongress  alone  that 
can  famish  flie  l^jal  means  making  those 
payments. 

What,  then,  sir,  is  the  consegnence  of  the  ex- 
istence  of  this  power  and  tins  constitational 
duty  as  regards  the  ezfeting  oondition  of  the 
currency  of  this  country,  composed,  as  it  is  as- 
sumed to  be,  of  coin  fnmiBbea  by  the  Oovem- 
meut,  and  paper  furnished  by  the  hanks! 
What,  I  ask,  is  the  conseqaence  of  the  exist- 
ence of  that  duty  on  the  part  of  this  Oorem- 
mentf  Why,  sir,  clearly,  the  obligation  so  to 
regulate  the  issues  of  paper  by  the  bonks  as  to 
ensure  its  couTertibiB^  at  all  times  into  coin, 
and  thus  to  provide  a  sound  currency  of  coin 
and  couTertiole  paper  for  the  people^  £f  it  be 
the  dnty  of  Congress  to  ftimlsh  either  a  metalUo 
cnrrency,  or  a  mixed  cnrrency  of  coin  and  con- 
vertible paper,  which  i»  equivalent  to  a  metallic 
currency  for  tne  purpose  of  business,  then  it  is 
bonnd  to  gnard  agwnst  whatever  may  tend  to 
defeat  the  performance  of  its  dnty ;  and  I  have 
already  shown  that  it  is  the.tendency  of  banks 
to  extend  their  issnes  of  paper,  which  has  the 
effect  of  banishing  the  coin  from  circulation. 
If  Oongress  does  not  regdate  the  issaes  of  bank 
paper,  then  the  banks  control  the  power  of 
Congress  over  the  ourrenoy,  and  involve  it  in 
the  violation  of  a  constitutional  duty.  You 
cannot,  then,  abandon  the  banks  to  themselves 
without  bdng  recreant  to  that  dnty.  Ton  must 
watoh  over  them,  and  regulate  tn^  issoea  oi 
paper,  or  else  th^  defeat  one  of  tiie^  great  pnr< 
pmes  for  which  thlB  Gotenunent  was  created. 
As  matters  stand  at  present,  yoa  are  bound  to 
bauae  them  to  return  to  specie  payments,  and 
Afterwards  by  yonr  parental  care  to  gnard 
against  ahother  snspennon.  This  dnty  I  have 
expressed  in  the  pnrase  "  to  provide  a  sound 
carrcncy,"  that  is,  a  currency  f^ee  from  the  dan- 
ger of  degenera^g  into  inconvertible  paper. 
As  to  the  question  of  the  proportion  of  the 
precious  metals  which  may  be  necessary  to 
ensure  that  result,  some  difference  of  opinion 
may  and  doea  exist.  I  have  already  explained 
the  diflbrent  views  entertained  on  that  subject; 
bnt  all  are  agreed  that  tat  that  purpose  there 
shoold  be  a  la^er  infbsion  of  6(Aa  into  the  dr- 
cnlation  &an  existed  at  the  time  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments. 

Then,  sir,  I  ask  if  yoa  must  watoh  over  the 
State  banks  and  regolate  their  issues  of  paper, 
why  not  use  them  as  fiscal  agents  ?  The  Sen- 
ator from  Vii^nia  (Mr.  Btvss)  proposes  to  do 
so.  I  shall  vote,  Mr.  President,  for  his  amend- 
ment, thon^  I  am  free  to  say  X  do  not  think 
It  the  best  that  could  be  offiared. 
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From  what  has  been  said,  it  is  apparent  that 
it  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  Congress  to  reg- 
idate  the  issues  of  bank  notes,  which  can  only 
be  done  in  one  of  two  ways,  either  by  means 
of  a  bank  of  the  United  StiUes,  or  by  means  of 
a  stamp  duty  on  the  notes.  As  to  a  bonk  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  out  of  the  question  at 
this  time ;  anl  Z  am  free  to  say,  sir,  that  I  con- 
sider it  altogether  inenedient,  in  a  political 
point  of  view.  Tax  I  hold  it  to  be  extremely 
onwise  in  a  Government  constitnted  like  ours 
to  attempt  to  force  publio  opinion.  No  system 
can  b6  sDcoessftdly  administered  which  is  vo- 
pngnant  to  the  publio  will ;  and  it  is  sufficient 
tor  me,  in  this  instance,  that  there  is  strong 
reason  to  b^eve  that  the  m^ority  of  tlie  peo- 
ple are  opposed  to  a  national  bank.  I  have  no 
constitutional  scruples  on  the  subject ;  on  tho 
ooatrary,  I  believe  that  it  is  necessary  and 
proper  as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  Crovemment. 
and^the  most  gentle  and  effMtnal  means  of 
foniishing  a  sound  and  nniform  cumncy  to  the 
country,  composed,  as  I  have  before  stated,  of 
coin  and  convertible  puter.  But,  sir,  I  will  not 
oonseiit  to  vote  for  saen  an  institution,  until  I 
am  satisfied  tliat  it  is  not  repugnant  to  the 
wishes  and  feelings  of  the  nu^ority  of  the  peo- 
ple. There  is  no  other  mode  of  sappressiog 
the  BEoall  notes,  in  the  absence  of  a  bank  of 
the  Unitod  States— I  mean,  of  course,  by  the 
action,  direct  or  indirect,  of  this  Oovemment 
— ^than  a  resoii  to  the  taxing  power  by  impos- 
ing a  stamp  dnty  on  thena.  To  this  there  can- 
not, I  presnme,  be  any  constitutional  objection, 
as  it  is  an  express  power,  jastified  in  its  use  by 
the  great  object  of  promoting  the  general  wel- 
Care,  but  in  this  instance  used  to  sustain  and 
enforce  another  express  power  and  high  consti- 
tutional dnty,  (tf  si^plying  the  conntt^  with  a 
sonnd  cnrrency  of  com  or  its  eqnivalettt 

Ifir.  BiTAU>  continued  his  aignment  at  much 
Imgth}  reviewing  the  plan  of  tba  Govemmentt 
and  c^idonnlng  the  anb-Treasory  system  of 
keeping  the  pnblio  moneys  as  nnsafe  in  itself 
and  leuing  to  fraud  and  peculation. 

Ur.  WmoHT  rose  and  said  he  wonld  exam- 
ine, for  a  moment,  the  measures  which  the 
conunittee  hod  reported  to  the  Senate^  that,  in 
that  way,  it  mig^t  be  seen  what  was  their  tend- 
ency and  effect,  and  how  far  tne  uunmittee  had 
been  derelict  in  their  attention  to  the  wants  of 
the  citizens  generally,  or  in  proposing  snoh 
measures  of  relief  as  the  Government  coold 
adopt  He  o^t^ily  did  not  intend  to  discnas 
now  measures  which  had  passed  the  Senate 
and  gone  io  tiu  Honse  many  days  since,  bnt  he 
trusted  a  reference  to  these  measures,  for  the 
pnrpoee  he  had  avowed,  would  be  not  only 
pardonable,  but  proper.- 

The  first  was  the  bill  to  postpone  the  trans- 
fer of  the  fourth  instidment  of  the  deposit  with 
the  States.  The  committee  found  that  the 
existing  law  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
to  make  this  transfer  to  tho  States,  of  about 
nine  and  one- third  millions  of  d<dlars,  on  the 
first  d^  of  tbo  present  month;  on'jflaterdar. 
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They  foaod  that  the  means  in  the  Treasm7, 
from  which  alone  it  oonld  be  made,  were  in  the 
Itte  deposit  banks,  and  in  the  delierred  and  un- 
paid merchants*  bonds  for  duties.  If  the  trans- 
fer most  be  made,  the  banks  and  the  merehants 
must  be  called  np<»i  for  immediate  payments, 
to  otaUe  the  Treasory  to  make  it.  Conse- 
qnajtiy,  the  oastomers  of  the  bank,  and  of  the 
merchants,  must  be  called  upon  to  pay  them, 
that  tJUey  might  bo  able  to  pay  the  Govern- 
ment. The  committee  snppoaed  it  impolitic  to 
make  the  call,  and  oppress  the  debtor  citizens, 
merely  that  the  Treasury  mi^t  obtain  the 
numey  to  transfer  for  safe-keeping.  They  con- 
rider«d  it  wiser  and  better  to  postpone  the 
transfer  and  give  time  to  the  bonks  and  mer- 
ohoDts  to  pay.  Therefore,  they  presented  the 
bill  in  qnestion :  and  was  it  not  a  relief  bill  ? 
IHd  any  one  look  on  it  as  a  relief  to  the  banks 
and  merdiaptB  only!  Did  any  one  suppose 
that  the  baidu  aetoally  had  in  their  possession, 
lodced  np  in  their  vanlts,  the  money  they  owe 
to  the  QoTemment,  or  that  the  merchants  were 
in  ftuds  to  pay  tibeir  deforred  bonds,  without  a 
call  npoD  their  oastomers?  On  the  contrary, 
did  not  all  know  that  the  books  had  loaned 
these  moneys  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their 
iMUiking  (^rations,  and  that  they  could  not  pay 
without  collecting  these  loans  at  this  difficult 
period  for  borrowers  to  poy  ?  Did  not  all  know 
that  the  inability  of  the  Importiog  merchants 
to  pay,  proceeded  from  the  inability  of  their 
customers  to  pay,  and  that,  if  pressed  for  pay- 
ment by  the  Govenmient,  they  most  press 
those  cnstoroersl  And  who  ore  the  oastomers 
of  the  banks  and  the  merchants  t  Are  they 
not  the  people,  and  the  wh(de  people!  Would 
any  one  say,  then,  that  this  was  not  a  relief 
bill  t  That  this  was  a  bill  for  the  Government, 
and  not  for  tbe  people  ? 

The  seoond  bill  reported  by  the  committee, 
was  to  anthorize  the  emission  of  ten  millions 
of  doUars  in  value  of  Treasury  notes ;  in  this 
form  to  borrow,  upon  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  the  snm  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  in 
money — and  for  what?  To  enaUe  the  Treasury 
to  get  on,  and  grant  time  to  the  debtor  banks 
and  merchants.  The  committee  found  the 
TreasDiT  in  want  of  means  to  answer  tiie  ordi- 
nary oaUs  upon  it,  and  that  tiKiee  means  most 
be  realised,  eithw  from  a  pnnnpt  ocdledion  of 
the  demands  due  to  it,  or  from  mtHH^s  nused 
upon  pnblio  credit.  For  the  reasons  which  indno- 
ed  them  to  recommend  a  postponement  of  the 
further  deposits  with  the  States,  they  were  also 
induced  to  present  this  bill  to  the  Senste,  and 
thna,  so  far  as  the  current  caUs  upon  the  Treas- 
ury should  reqtiire  it,  to  interpose  the  public 
credit  between  the  wants  of  the  Government 
and  the  rigid  collection  of  its  dues.  Was  this 
bill  to  be  conndered  in  the  mere  light  of  a  care 
for  the  Government,  without  regard  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  citizens  t  Who  were  to  be  affect- 
ed by  a  prompt  and  rigid  ooUection  of  the 
TntbUo  dues!  Not  the  Government,  or  the 
Tmmry,  but  the  pablio  debtors.  Who  were 
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the  public  debtors  ?  The  banks  and  the  mer- 
chants immediately:  the  borrowers  from  the 
banks  and  the  customers  of  the  mediants  sub- 
stantially. And  who  were  the  borrowers  from 
the  bonks  and  the  custamers  d  the  mnohants 
but  the  people  of  the  conn  try. 

The  third  bill  reported  by  tho'Committee  wss 
to  grant  time  to  the  importing  merchants  npmi 
their  bonds  due,  and  to  become  due,  for  a  year 
from  the  present  time.  The  extension,  assent^ 
to  by  the  committee,  and  ordered  by  the  Sen- 
ate, was  nine  months  upon  each  bond.  Would 
any  one  question  that  that  was  a  reli^  measure 
to  the  merchants  t  Did  any  one  suppose  that 
the  relief  afforded  by  that  bQl  was  designed  to 
reach  no  farther  than  the  merchants  who  owed 
the  bouds  ?  No,  sir.  It  was  the  customers  of 
those  merchants,  the  persons  who  had  purchas- 
ed for  eonsnmpCion  and  use  the  goods  npon 
which  the  duties  were  payable,  that  the  bill 
was  to  relieve.  Few,  comparatively,  of  those 
wlio  oocnpy  these  seats  would  have  voted  for 
that  measnre,  had  its  influence  and  action  been 
confii\ed  to  the  merchants  only.  But  they 
could  not  indulge  their  debtors  unless  they 
could  be  indulged  by  the  Government,  beeanse 
they  must  collect  if  they  must  pay.  To  enable 
them  to  grant  the  indulgence  which  the  state 
of  the  times  and  the  condition  of  the  monetary 
affairs  of  the  country  demanded,  was  the  de- 
sign and  object,  and  would  be  the  effect,  of  the 
bUL  Who,  theD|  wonld  deny  to  it  its  relief 
character  I 

The  icmrth  lull  which  the  oommittee  preswt- 
ed  for  the  aoeeptuioe  of  the  Senate,  was  one  to 
extend  a  t^oportionate  indulgence  to  the  late 
depout  banks  for  the  payment  of  the  balances 
remaining  due  from  them  to  the  pnblie  Treasu- 
ry. It  was  trae  that  these  institntions  stood 
upon  a  different  footing  from  the  merdiants. 
They  had  merely  received  the  public  mcmeys 
for  safe-keeping.  The  moneys  were  legally  and 
technically  m  ^e  Treasury,  but  were  they  theru 
in  fact  ?  Oould  the  Treasurer  command  them 
for  the  uses  of  the  Government  or  the  people  ? 
No.  They  were  unavailable  funds  in  the  Treas- 
ury. And  why  were  they  unavailable  fund?  ? 
Because  the  banks  had  got  them  locked  in  their 
vaults,  and  wwe  not  wuling  to  pay  tlion  upon 
demand  >  No,  rir :  bat  beoanse  the  banks  had 
them  not;  beeanse  th^  were  loaned  to  the 
oustomeEB  of  the  banks,  the  dttzens  of  the 
country,  who  could  not  pay  on  demand.  The 
relation  of  debtor  and  o^tor,  in  its  ordinary 
acceptation,  was  not  intended  to  be  created  by 
the  law  establishing  the  late  bank  deport  as- 
tern. It  was  a  mere  a^ncy  for  the  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  money,  which  the  law  recognized, 
bat  that  agency  had  been  turned  into  the  rela- 
tion of  debtor  and  creditor  by  the  failure  of  the 
banks  to  folfil  on  their  part — ^into  the  most  un- 
pleasant relation  of  debtor  and  creator;  a 
creditor  who  wants  and  debtors  who  cannot 
pay.  bidolgence,  therefore,  became  a  matter 
■of  interest  to  the  creditor,  as  adding  to  the 
ohancee  ot  eventoal  pt^eat ;  and  of  &vm  to 
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the  debtora,  as  giTiog  them  time  to  collect  the 
means  for  payment.  To  whom,  then,  was  the 
favor,  the  relief,  extended  ?  To  the  banks  or 
to  tiieir  CQStomers  ?  Most  assaredlj  to  the  lat- 
ter. The  banks  coold  pay  if  they  conld  collect; 
and,  if  compelled  to  pay,  they  would  be  com- 
pelled to  collect.  Their  power  to  Indulge  de- 
pended upon  the  indulgence  extended  to  them ; 
and  could  it  be  siud  that  a  measure  giving  to 
tliem  four,  six,  and  nine  months,  to  pay  their 
balances  to  the  Treasury,  was  a  measure  solely 
eonSned  to  the  protection  of  the  GoTemment, 
without  regard  to  the  relief  of  the  people  ? 

These  were  the  first  fonr  Irills  presented  by 
the  committee  to  the  Senate,  and  yet  they  were 
told  that  tiiey  bad  forgotten  the  suffering  in- 
terests of  onr  great  community  in  their  exclu- 
sive care  for  the  Government  and  its  officers. 
Was  the  charge  just  or  merited  f  These  bills 
had  all  receiv^  the  final  action  of  the  Senate, 
and  all,  save  one,  had  passed  this  body  by  near- 
ly unaQimous  votes,  while  that  one  hod  passed 
by  a  large  majority.  It  was  tme  that  the  con- 
nection between  them  was  intimate,  and  that, 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  each  subsequent  one 
was  predicated  upon  the  snccoss  of  its  prede- 
cessor, while  all  were  most  intimately  connect- 
ed wiUi  the  condition  and  aotion  of  the  pablio 
Treasury. 

Indeed,  it  was  but  candid  to  say  that  the 
oommitteo  knew  of  no  direct  relief  which  Con- 
gress could  properly  afford  to  the  distresses  of 
the  people  of  the  conntry,  bat  sncfa  as  should 
grow  out  of  the  existing  connection  between 
the  means  of  the  Treasury  and  the  banking  and 
mercantile  interests.  These  bills  covered  all 
that  ground,  and  no  difference  of  opinion  conld 
possibly  exist  as  to  them,  unless  it  should  arise 
upon  tiie  principle  of  indulgence,  or  the  time 
of  indulgence,  ^o  such  difference  had  been 
manifested  in  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  the 
respective  measnrea,  and  therefore  it  was  right 
to  assume  that  none  existed.  Some  had  rap- 
posed  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  hm- 
row  the  nine  and  one-third  millions,  covered 
by  the  first  bill,  that  it  might  be  tnmsferred  to 
the  States  for  safe- keeping ;  and  propositions 
liaving  that  tendency  had  been  presented  to, 
and  acted  upon  by,  the  Senate,  but  they  did 
not  meet  with  fnvor.  The  body  did  not  seem 
to  suppose  that  such  a  disposition  of  tbe  public 
credit  would  be  a  measure  of  relief  either  to 
the  Government  or  the  people,  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Take,  then,  the  four  measures  referred  to, 
sum  them  up  in  their  combined  action,  and  to 
what  do  they  amount  as  relief  to  the  communi- 
ty t  The  first  is  equal  to  a  forbearance  to  col- 
lect nine  and  one-third  millions  of  dollars  from 
the  onstomers  of  the  banks  and  the  merchants, 
to  be  transferred  to  the  States  for  safe-keeping. 
The  three  last  authorize  a  loan,  upon  the  pnbho 
credit,  to  the  amount  of  ten  miluons  of  dollars, 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Government  and 
meet  the  public  appropriations,  and  a  forbear- 
ance of  the  c<^ection  of  that  Bora  frcm  the 
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public  debtors,  that  they  too  may  he  able  to 
forbear  collections,  at  this  trying  period,  from 
those  who  are  indebted  to  them.  Here,  then, 
is  direct  and  positive  relief  to  the  amount  of 
nineteea  and  one-third  millions  of  dollars. 
Might  he  not,  then,  ask,  with  some  force  and 
some  justice,  whether  the  committee  were  ob- 
noxious to  the  charge  of  having  forgotten  the 
interesti  of  the  people  in  their  care  for  tlie 
Government?  He  would  here  dismiss  this 
topic. 

The  next  and  only  remaining  ohoi^  against 
the  committee  which  he  proposed  to  notice 
was,  that  in  tiieir  action  they  had  entirely  over- 
looked, or  wholly  neglected  to  act  upon,  one 
of  the  most,  nay,  the  very  most,  im;^rtant  of 
the  subjects  presented  for  their  action  in  tho 
Message  of  the  Presdent  referred  to  them; 
that  uiey  had  reported  no  bill  declaring  the 
description  of  currency  which  should  be  re- 
ceivable in  payment  of  the  publio  dues.  He 
did  not  refer  to  this  compliunt  against  the  ac- 
tion of  the  committee  Tor  tl^e  purpose  of  repre- 
senting it  as  uqjust  or  ungenerous;  not  even 
for  the  purpose  of  refuting  it.  It  had  come 
from  opposite  sides  of  the  Hoose,  and  it  might 
be  well  founded.  The  fact  was  certainly  as 
aUeged ;  and  his  only  parpose  was  to  give  the 
reasons  whidi  goreniea  mmsel^  and  which,  he 
was  cert^n,  governed  the  m^oritj  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  tfie  conclusion  to'rq>ort  no  bill  upon 
the  subject  of  the  currency  to  be  received  into 
the  publio  Treasury.  Those  reasons  had  been, 
and  still  were,  satisfactory  to  himself,  as  ho 
doubted  not  tbey  were  to  his  colleagues  npon 
the  committee ;  but  the  course  of  action  of  tho 
Senate  npon  this  bill,  seemed  to  indicate,  and 
its  final  action  would  probably  show,  that  they 
were  not  satisfactory  to  the  minority  of  the 
body.  Should  this  be  so,  the  committee  would 
be  content,  when  their  reasons  had  been  placed 
fdrly  before  the  Senate  and  tbe  country. 

They  fbond  the  Message  presenting,  among 
others,  two  distinct  points,  both,  in  the  judg' 
mont  of  the  committee,  most  de^ly  iijter^rtinff 
to  the  public  Treasury,  tiie  Government,  ana 
the  country.  The  first  was  the  continuance  of 
the  separation  between  the  moneys  of  ^be  peo- 
ple and  the  State  banks,  which  the  operation 
of  the  existing  laws  and  the  conduct  of  the 
banks  had  already  produced.  The  other  was 
a  gradual  and  safe  discontinuance  of  the  recep- 
tion of  the  bills  of  the  Stete  hanks  in  payment 
of  tbe  publio  dues,  and  an  eventual  return  to 
the  collection  of  gold  and  silver  and  such  vtepar 
as  shoiUd  be  issued  upon  the  faith  and  credit  of 
tiie  United  States,  and  b^  by  the  laws  of  Oon- 
ness,  made  leceiTable  for  d^bts  doe  to  the 
ITnited  States.  The  laws  as  they  are,  Qp<m  the 
subject  of  the  deport  and  safe-keepuig  at  tiie 
public  moneys,  seemed  to  the  committee  to  re- 
quire immediate  OiOtion,  if  the  recommendation 
of  the  President  was  to  be  carried  ont  and 
mode  a  part  of  our  permanent  policy.  Hence 
tbey  reported  to  the  Senate  the  bill  now  under 
discoaeion.  They  were  not  munindftil  that 
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some  r^^lation  m  to  tho  descriptions  of  carrency 
to  1)0  received  in  payment  of  the  public  dnes 
might  become  necessary,  in  case  tho  new  system 
of  deposits  shonld  be  adopted  and  the  present 
condition  of  the  banks  shonld  be  changed ;  but 
in  the  present  condition  of.  the  backs  and  of 
tho  law  upon  this  point,  thoy  could  see  no  ne- 
cessity for  inwnedlate  action,  or  for  any  present 
change  of  the  existing  laws.  They  felt  tliat 
the  two  sulyecta  were  somewhat  connected, 
but  not  BO  Intimately  as  to  require  or  demand 
that  both  should  be  embraced  in  the  same  bill. 
The^  knew  that  great  divendty  of  sentient 
prevailed  as  to  botn,  and  that  different  opinions 
were  held  by  those  who  had  hittierto  been 
fHends  and  supporters  of  the  administration,  as 
well  as  between  them  and  their  common  politi- 
cal opponents.  Under  these  circumstances,  and 
with  the  distinct  expression  of  a  desire,  on  the 
part  of  a  lat^  minority  of  the  Senate,  that  the 
present  session  should  be  terminated  at  the 
earliest  p<»8ible  day,  the  committee  felt  bound 
to  present  every  Bultject  from  their  hands  in  the 
most  simple  and  distinct  form,  and  in  a  shapo 
which  might  receive  the  detinitive  action  of  the 
body  with  tiie  least  posuble  consnmption  of 
time.  With  this  view  they  reported  separate 
bills  upon  every  sal^ect  upon  which  th^  did 
report,  and  the  same  conmderation  iiuftueiic«d 
them  to  omit  reports  upon  all  subjects  which 
they  supposed  might  be  deferred  to  the  regnlar 
annual  session,  without  injury  to  any  important 
interest,  public  or  private.  By  the  law,  as  it 
stands,  the  notes  of  non-specie  paying  banks 
can  neither  be  received  in  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic dues,  nor  paid  to  the  public  creditors.  He 
was  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  say  that,  for  all 
practical  purposes  either  to  the  Government  or 
the  people,  there  were,  at  this  time,  no  other 
banks  in  the  country,  and  he  was  much  more 
sorry  to  be  compelled  to  believe  that  there 
would  not  in  a  practical  sense,  be  any  such 
banks  warn  after  the  time  when  Congress  would 
be  agdn  in  ses^on.  No  one  had  proposed,  and 
be  was  hi^py  to  know  that  no  one  would  pro- 
pose, to  make  the  inconvertible  notes  of  non- 
spede  paying  banks  receivable  at  the  public 
Treasury  and  surely  no  one  could  have  expect- 
ed such  a  proposition  from  the  committee.  The 
revenues,  then,  to  every  practical  extent,  are 
now  receivable  in  gold  and  silver  only,  unless 
Congress  shall,  at  its  present  session,  create  a 
paper  upon  the  futh  and  credit  of  tho  Govern- 
ment, and  make  it  receivable  for  the  public 
dues.  Hence  the  absence  of  any  immediate 
necessity  for  legislation  upon  this  point.  The 
'  committee  further  believed,  what  has  already 
been  proved  to  ^  tme,  that  any  bill  upon  this 
Bu^eot  would  lead  to  long  and  grave  discus^on, 
,  and  tend  to  protract  the  session.  For  these 
reasons  thor  had  omitted  to  report  upon  this 
snlject,  ana  he  had  as  yet  seen  nothing  to 
change  his  opinion  of  the  wisdom  of  their 
course.  He  still  believed  that  the  connection 
of  these  two  subjects  in  the  same  bill  was  uu- 
derirable ;  that  it  would  retard  action,  and  he 
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greatly  feared  embarrass  the  hill  wMoh  the  com- 
mittee had  reported,  and  the  passage  of  which 
they  considered  to  be  of  hi^  public  importance. 
The  matter,  however,  was  now  with  the  Senate, 
and  he  should  cheerfully  submit  to  its  choice. 
If  called  npon  to  vote  upon  tho  proposition  be- 
fore it,  he  was  ready  to  vote,  whether  they 
should  be  insisted  upon  as  amendments  to  the 
committee's  hill,  or  as  an  independent  measure. 

Having  si^d  thus  much  by  way  of  explana- 
tion, and  he  hoped,  to  some  extent^  in  justifica^ 
tion,  of  the  course  and  action  of  the  committee, 
he  would  now  pass  to  a  brief  diaousaitm  ot  the 
bill  befbre  the  Senate. 

Tho  crisis,  he  said,  was  one  of  the  deepest 
interest.  Every  man  in  these  seats,  every  cit- 
izen of  the  country,  felt  it  to  be  so.  Still,  its 
peculiar  character  could  not  be  too  often  ad- 
verted to,  or  too  firmly  fixed  in  the  memory  of 
all.  During  a  period  of  profound  peace ;  after 
a  series  of  years  of  unexampled  abundance  in 
every  production  of  the  earth,  and  every  prod- 
uct of  labor ;  with  a  currency  more  abundant 
than  our  young  country  had  ever  before  wit- 
nessed, and  standing  as  strong  in  the  pnblio 
confidence  as  our  paper  currency  had  ever 
stood ;  with  ready  markets,  and  prices  Ugher 
than  ai^r  former  period  of  peace  had  sustained; 
nnder  &»  influence  of  all  these  elements  and 
evidences  of  prosperity  and  wealth,  national 
and  individnal,  and  at  the  entrance  npon  an- 
other of  those  rich  and  fruitful  seasons  with 
which  a  kind  Provldenoe  so  freguentiy  bleeses 
our  fertile  soil — a  season  not  surpassed  by  any 
which  has  preceded  it  in  the  abundance  it  has 
returned  to  the  hosbandman  for  his  labor — at 
such  a  time,  and  under  such  drcumstanc-es,  the 
revulsion  came,  and  in  an  instant,  as  it  were — 
in  a  single  night — the  whole  beauty  of  this  ridi 
scene  was  changed.  That  currency,  sb  abun- 
dant and  creditable,  became  depreciated,  incon- 
vertible, and  debased.  Those  markets,  bo  quick 
and  active,  and  profitable,  became  stagnant  and 
deserted.  Those  prices,  so  alluring  to  enter- 
prise and  industry,  were  changed  to  a  priodesa 
moss  of  unsalable  ocnnmodities. 

That  all  should  have  Inquired  after  the  canses 
of  this  sad  and  sudden  change,  was  most  nat- 
ural. That  statesmen  should  have  done  so,  was 
necessary  to  the  discharge  of  their  delicate  and 
responsible  duties.  Tho  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  qualify  himself  for  the  performance 
of  his  constitutional  duty  of  giving  to  Congress 
"  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  re- 
commending to  their  consideration  such  meas- 
ures as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient," 
has  done  this.  In  his  Message,  he  has  given  to 
us  his  opinion  of  the  causes  which  have  brought 
upon  our  country  this  endden  and  sweeping 
revulsion. '  It  was  not  his  purpose  to  examine 
the  correctness  of  these  opmions  of  the  Presi- 
dent. No  one  had  expressed  a  doubt  that  they 
were  honeatiy  enterbuned,  and  all  admitt^ 
that  they  had  been  clearly,  ftimkly,  and  firmly 
expressed.  Thoy  had  been  the  subject  of  able 
and  extended  oritidam  in  the  course  of  thb 
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debate,  and  be  tboogbt  also  the  sabject  of 
equally  able  and  perfectly  triomphant  defeoce. 
Eotertaining  this  opinion,  he  had  bat  a  single 
remark  to  make  in  regard  to  tbom,  and  that 
was,  that  he  had  beard  criticism  and  contradic- 
tion from  some  qoarters  of  the  House  deUvered 
in  a  manner  and  in  language  Which  excited  his 
profound  regret — in  a  manner  and  in  language 
Thich  he  would  not,  if  he  could,  (and  he  was 
most  thankful  he  coold  not,)  imitate,  towards 
friend  or  opponent. 

He  bad  listened  to  the  debate,  howerer,  with 
profotmd  attention  {  and  while  aU  had  their 
peculiar  views  of  the  causes  of  the  present  de- 
rangement in  our  monetorj  aOTiurs,  and  while 
the  views  of  the  different  speakers  differed  ma-* 
teriallj  a9  to  the  immediate  and  most  active 
causes,  he  thought  there  were  certun  general 
positions  snbstautiallj  conceded  by  all ;  which, 
being  drawn  out  and  placed  in  their  proper 
order,  would  advaaoe  us  very  far  in  the  wide 
field  of  disdusidn  presented  and  occupied  by 
the  various  members.  He  had  endeavoreo, 
therefore,  to  place  these  positions  upon  paper, 
and  to  ^ve  them  an  order  best  calculated  to 
promote  this  object   Tboy  were  as  follows ; 

1.  That  wide-spread  and  highly.injurioos  de- 
rangementa  have  been,  and  are  experienced,  in 
the  Banking  concerns,  and  in  moat  of  the  busi- 
ness transactions  of  the  coantry. 

2.  That  the  present  embarrassments  in  the 
affairs  of  individuals  are,  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent,  caused,  or  greatly  increased,  by  the  ex- 
isting emborrsaments  in  the  a^rs  of  the 
banks. 

-3.  That  an  undue  multipllcatioa  of  banks  by 
many  oi  the  State  Ij^slature^  and  excessive 
iBsnes  of  p^WT  moae:r  by  the  State  hauka,  are 
among  the  most  prominent  o£  the  causes  which 
have  brought  about  these  embarrassments  of  the 
bonks,  and  consequently  of  budness  generally. 

4.  That  a  material  enW^ement  of  the  specie 
basis  for  our  paper  circolation,  is  Indispensable 
to  the  security  of  the  banks,  and  the  stability 
of  the  paper  corrency. 

5.  That  all  banks  of  issue  and  circulation  are 
liable  to  excesses,  and  that  the  State  banks, 
from  their  distant  locations,  rival  interests,  and 
the  variety  and  diversity  of  their  business  and 
associations,  are  peculiarly  so  liable,  which  ren- 
ders it  de^rable  and  important  that  the  fiscal 
action  of  this  QoTernment  should  never  be  so 
uirected  as  to  promote  these  ezoesaea  while,  so 
far  08  ihat  can  be  safely  and  oonsntationally 
doncL  it  should  be  so  directed  as  to  have  an 
equal  tendency,  in  all  puts  of  oar  extended 
confedera<7,  to  check  them. 

6.  That  me  powers  of  Congress,  to  prevent 
the  evil  of  excessive  banking  by  the  State  insti- 
tntions,  are,  in  no  sense,  mrect  and  positiTe, 
but  are,  in  whatever  'form  they  may  be  exer- 
dsed,  incidental  and  consequential^  growhig 
out  of  the  expressly  granted  powers. 

So  far  he  thooght  all  could  agree  and  walk 
together  in  this  trying  crins.  He  was  not 
aware  that  ai^  one  would  oonteovot  either  of 
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these  positions,  while  he  was  sqre  that  most  of 
those  who  hod  addressed  the  Senate,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  upon  whatever  side  of  the 
House,  ii6A  subatantially  assumed  them. 

Tho  difference  seemed  to  arise  as  we  passed 
the  last  propontion,  and  came  to  inquire  how 
this  inddtmtal  power  of  Conpess  should  be 
exordsed.  The  late  catastrophe  to  the  banks 
and  bndncss  of  the  conntry^  had  satisfied  all 
that  something  was  wrong  m  the  worUng  oi 
our  monetary  system,  bat  the  seat  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  the  appropriate  remedy,  were  ques- 
tions upon  which  opinions  differed. 

The  President  was  bound,  in  recommending 
to  tho  consideration  of  Congress  sudi  measures 
as  he  ^ud^ed  necessary  and  e^edtent,  to  point 
out  his  new  of  the  evil,  so  ur  as  he  should 
consider  it  connected  with  and  remediable  by 
federal  le^slation,  and  to  present  his  plan  of 
remedy.  He  has  done  so  frankly  and  folly, 
and  as  tho  minority  of  the  Committee  cm  fi- 
nance have  agreed  with  him,  and  have  reported 
the  bin  undGJ"  oondderation  to  carry  ont  his 
recommendation  upon  this  poUit,  it  would  be 
his  duty,  Itr.  W.  said^  to  examine  that  hill  In 
its  fiiTwable  and  unfavorable  Inflaenoes  upon 
the  Treasury,  upon  the  Govenunent)  np<m  the 
banks,  and  npon  the  corrency  generally.  Tho 
safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys  became  sep- 
arated from  the  State  banks,  in  Uay  last,  by 
the  voluntary  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks,  and  the  operation,  of  the  existing 
laws  upon  that  act,  and  the  bill  proposes  to 
continue  the  separation. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  inquire  what  in- 
fiuences,  favorable  or  unfavorable,  the  bill  to 
make  this  separation  1)etween  all  banks  and  the 
pnblio  mtmey  permanoit,  would  exert  upon  the 
public  Treasury,  It  would  ^ve  to  the  Treas* 
ury  direct  poas€«ion,  and  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  its  means  at  all  times,  and  under  all  dronm- 
stances.  They  would  consist  not  of  bank  cred- 
its, but  of  money,  and  would,  therefore,  not  be 
subject  to  any  of  the  flnctoations  to  which  bank 
credits  must  be  always  liable.  The  means  of 
the  Treasury  would  he  the  value  received,  and 
not  the  mere  representaticm  of  that  valne  in 
account. 

It  would  ^ve  to  the  Treasury  the  perfect 
command  of  its  means.  It  would  no  lon^r  b^ 
troubled  with  unavailable  fhnds,  a  descnption 
of  funds  well  known  to  it  for  the  last  twenty 
years :  which  have  alw»v  grown  exclusively 
out  of  its  connection  wiui  b^nks ;  which  now 
eon^tute  almost  its  only  resource  for  the  pfl^- 
ment  of  the  public  oreditors;  and  the  conse- 
quence of  which  character  given  to  the  means 
of  the  Treasory,  so  f^r  as  he  was  tnfonned,  had, 
more  than  any  ot^er  single  cause,  compelled  the 
convention  of  Congress  at  this  inconvenient^ 
and  he  thonght  he  mieht  safely  say  dangerous, 
season  of  the  year.  It  might  be  well  herd  to 
define  this  term  "  nnavulable  fimds,^'  as  applied 
to  the  means  in  the  public  Treasuiy.  He  un- 
derstood them  to  ocmsist,  now  and  npw  all 
former  occanom^  dtlur  of  bask  notes^  which 
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the  banks  issoiD^  them  ooiUd  not  redeem  in 
specie,  or  any  thmg  else  which  would  pay  Uie 
debts  of  the  GoTemmeDt;  or  of  moneys  re- 
ceived by  the  banks  for  safe  keeping,  and  whi<^ 
they  cotud  not  pay,  upon  demand,  in  the  legal 
corrency  of  the  country,  or  in  any  currency, 
whioh  Uie  (^editors  of  the  Government  would 
consent  to  receive  as  money.  An  entire  sep- 
aration from  banks  would  of  course  relieve  the 
public  Treasury  from  this  embarrassment  for  the 
future.  It  would,  at  all  times,  enable  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  the  demands  upon  it,  when  the 
money  of  the  people  had  been  collected  and 
^aced  in  its  keeping  for  Uiat  purpose ;  whereas, 
under  the  connection,  these  moneys  were  liable 
to  become  onavailable  in  the  hands  of  the 
banks,  and  the  peoi^e  i^ain  to  be  called  upon 
to  nSae^  eiUier  from  th^  pooketa,  or  upon  their 
ere^t,  tbe  means  to  pay  those  very  debts  for 
I3ie  payment  of  which  they  had  onoe  pror^ded 
by  depoffltiog  the  money  in  bank. 

A  continuance  of  the  separation  would  further 
relieve  the  Treasury  from  the  necessity  of  using 
its  means  to  sustain  the  credit  of  banks,  when 
revulsions  in  trade,  and  general  shocks  to  credit, 
should  bring  tbe  banks  m  jeopardy.  These  re- 
valBiona  must  be  always  more  or  less  frequent 
in  every  commercial  country,  and  most  fre- 
qnent  and  most  severe  In  those  which  most 
extensively  adopt  a  system  of  p^er  or  oredit 
cumulation  and  currenoy.  then,  the  means 
(tf  the  Kationsl  Treasury  are  confided  to  tiie 
Bflib  keeping  of  the  banks  which  furnish  that 
paper  or  crodit  circnlatton  and  currency,  l^ey 
must  be  always  subject  to  the  fluctuations,  re- 
vulsions, and  incidents,  to  which  the  credit  of 
tiie  banks  are  subject.  They  become  mere 
eredits  with  the  banks,  and  cannot  be  exempted 
from  the  influences  which  affect  its  other  cred- 
its. Can  the  fiscal  officers  of  the  Government, 
then,  neglect  to  put  forth  their  exertions,  and 
the  means  at  their  command,  to  snst^n  the 
oredit  of  those  banks,  when  oooaalon  shall  call; 
whose  credits  constitote  the  means  of  the  pub- 
lic Treasury  itsdf  t '  He  was  not  ignorant  m  the 
fiust,  that  loud  and  startiing  complaints  had 
been  made  in  this  hall  against  a  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  npon  the  mere  snEpidm  that 
he  had  used  the  means  of  the  Treaaory  to  sus- 
tain the  oradit  of  the  depout  banks ;  but  would 
any  gentleman  deny  that,  under  this  concise 
and  practical  view  <^  the  consequences  of  a  con- 
nection between  the  Treasuir  of  the  people  and 
the  bulks,  it  must  frequently  become  the  im- 
perious duty  of  that  officer,  a  duty  as  binding 
as  that  of  keeping  tbe  Treasury  in  a  situation 
to  answer  the  calls  upon  it,  to  exert  tMs  power, 
and  so  to  locate  the  means  of  the  Treasory,  as 
to  render  it  as  efieotive  as  possible  t  The  conse- 
quence was  unavcddable,  and  still  the  exercise 
m  sndi  a  power  would  always  be  odious  in  a 
pdttical  sense,  and  must  always  be  more  or 
Im  invidious  in  a  finandal  sense.  It  could 
never  be  exrated  equally  towards  all  the  banks, 
but  must  be  used  espeoally  in  &vor  of  those 
which  should  be,-  for  tbe  time  beiuft  the  depoa- 


[OcxoBSB,  1887. 

itories  of  the  public  fimds.  Its  influence,  then, 
might  often  be  unfavorable,  and  even  injuiious 
towards  institutions  whiclr  had  promoted  as 
mnch  as  any  other,  the  collection  and  prompt 
payment  of  the  public  revenues,  but  which 
should  not,  on  the  day  of  trouble,  be  safe  keep- 
ers of  any  portion  of  those  revenues.  Is  il  not 
desirable,  if  it  can  be  done  with  safety  to  all 
interests  to  be  regarded,  to  relieve  the  Treasury, 
and  the  head  of  tbe  flscal  department  of  this 
Government,  from  this  always  so  delicate,  and 
frequentiy  so  odious,  an  exercise  of  the  power 
and  infloenoe  of  the  puUio  fonda,  upon  the 
credit  of  the  banks  and  the  business  of  uie  coun- 
try ?  He  must  s«y  that  a  mnper  national  pride, 
aud  a  Just  feeling  of  patriotinn,  seemed  to  bhn 
to  demand  it,  at  any  expense  short  of  the  poa- 
tive  sacrifice  of  some  paramount  public  in- 
terest. 

A  further  benefit  to  be  derived  from  a  sys- 
tem which  shall  make  the  Treasury  the  keeper 
of  its  own  means,  and  especial]iy  if  those  means 
shall  be  collected  and  disbursed  in  the  legal 
currency  of  gold  and  »lver,  or  of  paper  issaed 
upon  tiie  faith  and  credit  of  the  Government 
only,  will  be  a  perfect  xmiformity  of  value  in 
the  collections  and  disbursements  of  the  Treas- 
ury, wherever  made.  Its  operations  will  be- 
come stable  and  certain  in  every  sense,  and  all 
the  contracts  with  tbe  Government  may  be 
made  without  the  customary  deductions  on  ac- 
count of  the  anticipated  receipt  of  a  depreciated 
medium  of  payment.  Every  citizen  can  make 
his  proposals  for  tbe  publlo  works  or  public  sop- 
plies,  wherever  may  be  the  place  of  his  resi- 
dence, or  the  place  of  payment  under  the  con- 
tract, based  npon  the  par  of  money,  and  will 
not  be  driven  to  an  uncertain  calculation  upon 
the  fluctuations  of  exchange  and  the  uncertain- 
ties of  credit. 

These  are  some  of  tiie  benefits  to  be  antici- 
pated to  the  public  Treasury  from  a  permanent 
separation  from  the  banks.  'What  are  the  in- 
juries, the  un&vorable  influences,  if  any,  to 
stand  against  these  bon^tsf  He  had  heard 
but  one  su^ested,  so  fhr  as  the  interests  and 
conveniences  of  the  Treasury  are  concOToed,  and 
be  must  eaj  but  that  one  had  occurred  to  his 
mind.  The  expense  and  trouble  of  remitting 
specie,  in  cases  where  t^at  should  become  ne- 
cessary, was,  he  believed,  the  only  drawback 
upon  the  Treasury  for  all  these  benefits,  and  a 
short  examination  would  show  the  weight  of 
this  objection. 

Under  the  system  of  bank  deporats,  drafts 
from  the  Treasurer,  upon  the  different  deposi- 
tories, and  fi-om  one  depository  upon  another, 
are  made  tiie  medium  i»  remittance  in  all  ordi- 
nary cases,  and,  where  the  drafts  are  folly  cred- 
ited, supenede  the  neoessilj-  of  an  actual  tnms- 
portation  of  the  money  in  almost  all  the  opera- 
tions of  the  public  Treasury.  Nothing  in  tiie 
system  proposed,  prevents  the  use  of  the  same 
medium  for  remittance  and  exchange.  The 
drafts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
npon  a  reo^ving  officer  of  the  Government^ 
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will  certainly  hare  as  good  credit  as  his  drafts 
upon  a  deposit  bank,  and  when  they  are  known 
to  be  drawn  apon  the  specie  in  safe-keeping, 
and  upon  nothing  ds&  they  oaDnot  fiul  to  be 
as  acceptable  to  public  creditor  as  any  sim- 
ilar dnuftfl  hare  heretofore  been.  The  trouble 
and  expense,  therefore,  of  transporting  specie 
fimds  from  one  portion  of  the  country  to  the 
other,  for  disbursement  to  the  public  creditora, 
will  BOt  probably  be  more  extenure  under  tbis 
bin  tluui  under  Uie  bank  Bystem  ^hioh  it  pro- 
poses to  supersede. 

He  would  now  look  at  the  inflnenoeB  of  tJiis 
measure  upon  the  Government. 

It  would  discharge  its  legislation  :^m  bank 
influences  of  all  sorts.  He  spoke  not  of  im- 
proper or  comtpt  influences,  but  of  those  con- 
stituent interests,  which  must  be  represented 
in  OongresB  so  long  as  the  eoimection  between 
tlie  public  Treasury  and  banks  of  any  d^rip- 
Hoa  was  maintained.  He  addressed  tiioae  who 
must  onderatand  him,  and  who  muat  hare  seen 
and  felt  these  influences  in  our  official  action 
here.  Who,  he  would  ask,  had  occupied  one 
of  these  seftts  for  the  last  Are  years,  and  had 
not  seen  the  power  of  this  influence  upon  our 
deliberations  t  Who  had  failed  to  see  that  it 
was  an  influence  more  nearly  overpowering  and 
beyond  our  control  than  any  we  had  been  called 
to  encounter  f  "Who  did  not  see  and  feel  it  now 
as  pressing  upon  ns  with  a  giant  force  ?  It  was 
true,  we  naa  formerly  ana  most  usually  en- 
oouatered  it  in  the  consolidated  form  of  a  na- 
tional bank,  and  that^it  now  presented  itself  to 
us  in  State  detaiAmeiks ;  but  it  was  the  same 
influence  dmUar^  exerted.  It  was  the  effort 
of  cupidity  on  our  free  Institationa — an  effort 
to  make  money  out  of  the  money  and  means 
and  credit  of  the  people. 

He  uttered  these  sentiments  with  extreme 
reluctance,  and  with  the  most  extended  char- 
ity towards  all  those  who  differed  from  him. 
He  knew  weil  that  not  only  p<ditical  opponents, 
but  those  who  had  ever  been  political  and  per* 
sonal  friends— those  towards  whom  he  had  ever 
entertained,  and  still  did  entertun,  the  kindest 
feelings,  did  differ  with  him  upon  these  points. 
He  most  chenfully  yielded  to  their  integrity, 
^ncerity,  and  Tu^iotism,  every  indulgence 
which  he  asked  for  hims^;  but  the  criua.  the 
importanoe  of  the  qQeaUtms  presented,  and  our 
imperious  duty  to  our  constituents^  demanded 
from  us  frank  and  feaiiless  action. 

Was  it  not,  then,  in  case  he  was  right,  most 
desirable  to  free  the  l^^lation  of  Congress 
from  bank  inflnenoe  altogether  V  Would  it  not 
tend  more  than  any  other  single  act  we  could 
perform,  to  take  from  our  debates  and  delibera- 
tions that  bitterness  and  acrimony  which  had 
too  strongly  characterized  them  for  the  hut  few 
years,  but  which,  he  was  proud  to  say,  had 
entered,  in  a  much  less  degree,  into  the  present 
debate  in  the  Senata  than  into  any  similar  de- 
bate for  many  years  ?  For  himself  he  felt  that 
this  oondderation  altme  demanded  the  passage 
of  this  bill;  that  it  was  entirelj  paramount  to 
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any  objections  he  had  yet  heard  urged  against 
it ;  that  it  was  as  much  superior  to  considera- 
tions of  financial  convenience  and  pecuniary 
profit,  OS  were  the  ^lity  and  permanency  of 
oiir  political  inadtutionB  to  tiie  teroporair  ad- 
vantages of  &  bai^ain  or  the  fiudlities  of  bor- 
rowing money. 

This  was  not  the  only  advantage  Govern- 
ment would  derive  from  a  permanent  separa- 
tion of  its  finances  from  the  banks.  It  would 
discharge  it  from  that  eternal  round  of  imputa- 
tions to  which,  under  the  connection,  its  every 
fiscal  action  is  subjected.  If  it  be  a  time  of 
prosperity  and  plenty,  all  are  strolling  for  the 
profits  arising  from  the  sofe-keeping  of  the 
Govemment  ninds ;  and.  the  fulure  on  the  part 
of  its  fiscal  officers  to  select  a  given  bank  as  a 
public  depoKtory,  is  not  only  matter  of 
sonal  off^Doe,  but  is  immediately  convOTted  mto 
the  active  cause  of  all  the  pecuniary  calamities 
which  the  friends  and  customers  of  that  bank 
may  experienoe  throngh  all  time  to  oome.  If 
it  be  a  time  of  scarcity  and  pressute,  like  the 
present,  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  upon  the 
money  of  the  people  in  safe-keeping  with  the 
banks  is  a  mthleBS  attack,  a  war  upon  them, 
and  is  intended  to  prostrate  the  institutions. 
The  former  keeping  of  the  funds  becomes  a 
merit  and  a  virtue,  and  to  ask  for  titeir  pay- 
ment to  the  public  creditors  is  ingratitude  and 
injustice. 

If  tiie  Executive,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
discretion,  sees  proper  to  issue  an  order  requir- 
ing payment  in  money  for  the  whole,  or  any 
pOTtion  of  the  public  rovenue,  this  is  converted 
mto  an  attack  upon  the  banks,  a  distrust  of 
t^eir  ere^t  and  solvency,  and  a  wrong  Inflicted 
by  the  Govemment  upon  the  whole  people. 
Oan  it  be  desirable  to  preserve  a  oounection 
which  is  the  subject  of  mcessant  oHuplunt  on 
the  part  of  the  banks  and  their  friends,  and  of 
constant  embarrassment  to  the  operatitms  of  the 
public  Treasury,  .and  of  imputation  upon  the 
most  faithfol  and  worthy  public  officers  ?  He 
thought  not.  He  considered  this  connection 
of  the  fiscal  afEUrs  of  the  Govemment  with  the 
credit  and  business  of  the  books,  and  of  busi- 
ness and  commercial  men,  and  the  constant 
imputations  brought  upon  the  Government 
thereby,  as  promoting  a  political  morality  in  the 
public  mind  most  dangerous  to  our  iostitations; 
as  doing  more  to  weaken  the  oonfidence  of  the 
people  in  the  Government  of  ihtar  chmoe^  than 
any  and  all  other  causes  of  distrust  omUned. 
If  we  Would  listen  to  the  slander  and  misrepre- 
sentations of  the  times,  we  must  believe  that 
all  our  misfortunes,  public  and  private,  are  im- 
putable to  our  Government — all  our  prosperity 
to  a  resistance  to  its  measures  and  its  policy. 
And  whence  do  these  imputations  come,  but 
from  our  connection  with  the  l>ankB?  They 
all  emanate  from  that  source,  and  from  no 
other.  That  coniiection  is  now  dissolved,  by 
the  operation  of  law  and  the  voluntary  action 
of  tiie  banks  themselves ;  and  he  would  soy,  let 
it  be  petpetoalr^t  it  never  be  renewed. 
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The  effect  of  thts  measure  upon  the  banks 
ahoald  next  occnpy  his  attention. 

It  had  been  considered  as  a  measnre  of  open 
and  violent  hostilitj  to  those  Institntions;  as 
ftanght  with  unmixed  evil  to  them.  Was  this 
the  true  view  of  it  t  Had  it  these  exclusive 
tendencies?  He  thought  not,  and  be  would 
attempt  to  point  out  some  poutive  benefits  to 
tiw  baoka  mnn  its  adoption. 
'  It  woold  leave  the  State  banks  to  operate 
vpon  tiiair  own  means— upon  tlie  o^jitals  which 
the  respective  State  L^islatiires  nad  thought 
proper  to  give  to  them,  and  npon  the  funds  de- 
rived teom  their  private  depo^tors.  These 
means  would  be  perfectly  certain  and  uniform, 
so  far  as  the^  consisted  of  the  capital  of  the 
banks,  and  would  be  subject  to  no  dangerous 
fluctuations,  so  far  as  they  consisted  of  private 
deposits.  Hence  the  action  of  the  institutions 
could  always  be  regulated  by  a  certain  standard 
— the  extent  of  their  means  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  their  customers.  This  would  dis- 
charge them  from  the  indnoement  to  those  dan- 
gerous expansions  and  contractions,  which  not 
ob\j  promote,  but  oause,  revnirio&a  such  as  that 
■noer  which  the  oonntn-  now  snffers. 

Hie  Oorenuneot  has  been  charged  with  being 
file  cause  of  the  present  peonniary  embarrass- 
ments  of  the  country,  and  he  thonsht  not  with- 
out some  fonndation ;  hut  he  considered  the  con- 
nection between  the  Tn&aurj  and  the  banks 
the  onlj  foundation  for  such  a  cbai^.  'What 
bad  we  done }  We  had  deposited  our  funds  in 
the  State  hanks,  A  period  of  unexampled  pros- 
perity' had  visited  our  country.  Importations 
bad  l>ecome  excessive,  and  the  duties  thereupon 
had  swelled  the  public  revenue  from  that  source 
beyond  all  reasonable  anticipation.  The  hanks 
received  the  excess  of  revraine  which  the  wants 
of  the  GoTemment  and  the  public  appropriar 
lions  cUd  not  eall  for.  The  same  uanses  pro- 
moted tmnsnal  and  nnexampled  sidos  of  the 
pnbUc  lands,  and  thus,  from  oeth  of  the  great 
sonroes  of  revenue  to  the  United  States,  streams 
were  poured  into  the  pnblic  Treasury,  widened 
and  deepened  by  their  own  accumulation  and 
velocity.  The  banks  were  safe-keepers  of  the 
public  funds,  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Treasury, 
and  they  were  also  the  reservoirs  from  which 
the  importing  and  other  merchants  drew  their 
means,  and  from  which  the  speculating  pur- 
chasers of  our  immense  domain  were  supplied 
with  funds  for  their  operations.  So  far  as  the 
Government  was  oonoemed,  the  consequences 
are  obvious.  The  moment  the  revenue  exceed- 
ed the  wants  of  tiie  Treasury}  the  excesses  fed 
the  passion  tiiey  ought  to  have  controlled.  The 
banks  were  the  receivers  and  the  payers.  They 
received,  to  keep  for  tiie  Government,  and 
loaned  to  the  merchants  and  purchasers  of  our 
lands.  The  ^stem,  in  fact,  and  in  practice, 
was  one  of  indefinite  credit  for  both  duties  and 
lands.  The  money  paid  for  both  went  into  the 
banks  for  safe-keeping.  The  Treasury  did  not 
want  it  or  call  for  it  for  payment  of  the  public 
dues.  The  banks  loanedT  it  to  th^  customers, 
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who  were  the  payers  for  duties  and  lands. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  this  action  of 
the  system,  excesses  were  inevitable,  and  they 
had  visited  their  consequences  sweepingly  npon 
the  country  and  upon  the  Treasury  itself. 

Ought  not  this  state  of  things  to  he  a  lesson 
to  the  wise  not  to  renew  a  connection  which 
had  been  so  disastrous  to  ev^  interest  in- 
volved! To  the  Qorenunent  and  the  public 
Treasury,  as  a  creditor  of  tiie  banks ;  to  tlte 
banks,  as  debtors  to  the  Treasniy  and  creditors 
to  the  citizens ;  and  to  the  |>eopto  at  large,  and 
especially  to  the  commercial  eommuni^,  as 
debtors  to  the  bulks. 

But  it  is  said  the  withdrawal  from  the  State 
banks  of  our  confidence,  countenance,  and  pa- 
tronage, in  this  particular,  wIH  prostrate  and 
destroy  those  institutions ;  that  the  attempt  to 
separate  the  finances  of  this  Government  from 
them,  is,  in  effect,  a  declaration  of  war  against 
them,  which  they  cannot  survive.  Is  this,  can 
this,  be  so  I  "Will  any  sound  and  solvent  State 
hank  fail,  because  the  United  States  does  not 
entrust  to  it  the  safe-keeping  of  the  moneys  of 
the  people?  Did  the  State  Legiidatnres,  in 
chartering  these  banks^  expect  or  intend  that 
their  eremt  or  solvency  shcnild  be  sustained  1^ 
the  le^slation  of  Congress,  or  the  use  9t  the 
funds  of  the  Federal  Government.  If  so,  why 
have  they  limited  and  fixed  thdir  respective 
capitals,  and  attempted  to  set  boim&  to  their 
operations  f  Why  nave  they  assigned  different 
amounts  of  capital  to  different  banKS,  dependent 
upon  their  location  and  business  assodations  ? 
dertfunly  no  other  answer  can  be  ^ven  to  those 
interrogatories,  than  that  they  utended  that 
each  bank  should  have  a  capital  equal  to  the 
wants  of  the  business  community  surrounding 
it,  and  that  aU  the  banks  of  Amr  ereotioi 
should  have  a  credit  and  confidenoe  with  tho 
people,  and  should  transact  a  business  pn^>or* 
tioned  to  the  capitals  granted  to  them  respect- 
ively, and  not  beyond  that  limit.  You,  then, 
by  making  your  deposits  with  these  institu- 
tions, desbroy  the  proportions  which  the  State 
Legislatures  nave  intended  to  establish  and  pre- 
serve. Your  deposits  are  treated  as  capital  by 
the  banks,  and  an  extension  of  their  loans,  and 
an  augmentation  of  their  business,  beyond  that 
which  their  own  means  would  allow,  is  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  your  patronage.  Can 
this  disposition  of  yonr  moneys  fail  to  prranote 
excessive  banking  ?  The  members  of  me  State 
Legislatures  have  a  knowledge  of  the  business 
wants  of  all  the  places  at  which  they  locate 
banks,  and  their  object  is  to  measure  the  bank* 
ing  capital  at  any  ^ven  point  by  the  wants  of 
htudness  at  that  pomt  When  they  have  dona 
that,  you  come  in  with  your  deposits,  distrib- 
uted, not  upon  the  basis  which  governs  the 
State  Legislatures,  but  according  to  your  con- 
venience for  receipt  or  disbursement.  Tho 
consequence  iS)  that  you  pour  your  n^Uions  into 
these  State  institutions,  without  reference  to 
the  legitimate  business  calls  for  banking  facil- 
ities at  the  points  wb^  your  deports  are 
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made ;  and  thns  derange  and  destrojr  the  pro- 
portion!, as  to  these  ftoUUlea.  wMbh  the  local 
LeghH^res  have  determined  to  be  safe  and 
proper.  In  this  vay  yoar  patronage  becomes 
an  evil,  and  not  a  benefit.  It  stimulates  the 
oopUity  of  the  banks,  and  ihej,  in  tarn,  sUmn- 
late  the  oapi^ty  of  the  bnsinesa  oommnnitv 
aronnd  them,  nntil  excesses  on  the  port  of  all 
IMTodacea  revulsion,  distress,  and  bankraptcj. 

In  every  light,  then,  in  which  he  could  view 
this  matter,  it  was  his  deliberate  opinion  that 
the  banks  would  be  benefited,  and  not  injured, 
hj  making  the  existing  separation  between 
them  and  tlie  public  Treasury  perpetuaL  The 
passage  of  this  bill,  at  this  time,  mi^t  have 
some  tendency  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the 
oonununlty  in  the  institutions ;  bat,  if  sndi  a 
oonseqnence  must  attend  thia  c^kange  of  our 
pdicy,  could  there  be  a  better  time  than  the 
preeent  to  make  that  change?  The  banks  are 
now — ^he  would  not  aay  insolvent,  for  he  did 
not  b^eve  that  was  tho  condition  of  any  large 
portion  of  tJbiem— but  unable  to  pay  the  de- 
mands upon  them.  That  fact  was  avowed  by 
themselves,  and  known  to  all  the  world.  They 
were  in  a  qtiaei  insolvent  state,  and  ail  the  dis- 
trust which  could  grow  out  of  su<^  a  condition 
they  had  brought  upon  themselves  by  their  vol- 
untary 8un>«)uon  of  specie  payments.  It  was 
in  vi^  then,  to  talk  of  the  ddicacy  of  their 
inresent  oredita.  That  delioaoy  had  been  de- 
atrayad  by  th^  own  aot,  and  before  they  oonld 
ever  again  restore  themselves  to  the  ooimdence 
o£  the  community  they  must  be  sound  in  fact, 
and  able  to  discharge,  to  the  fullest  extent, 
every  obligation  which  general  distrust  could 
bring  against  them.  It  wad  erroneous  to  sup- 
pose that  they  could  ever  resume  and  sustam 
specie  payments  until  they  were  thus  prepared 
and  thus  armed.  They  must  build  up  for  Uiem- 
aelvea  a  new  character,  based  upon  a  perfect 
foldlment  of  all  their  obligations.  I^  then,  we 
are  to  separate  from  them,  and  that  separation 
is  to  have  any  tendency  to  affect  &eir  credit, 
thia  ia  the  very  period  when  it  is  most  desirable 
to  them  that  the  dedaration  of  a  pentetoal  di- 
Ti»oement  shonld  be  made.  How  it  can  do 
them  no  harm.  Thoy  are  already  in  s  oondi- 
tion  from  which  main  strength  alone  can  raise 
them ;  but  at  a  time  when  tiaeir  credit  was  un- 
suspected, and  their  operations  unembarrassed 
and  unimpeded,  the  measure  might  give  them 
an  injurious  shook.  Let  it  be  done  now,  there- 
fore, that,  when  thej  do  rise,  it  may  be  dis- 
tinctly known  that  they  rise  upon  uidr  own 
strength,  unaided  by  our  patronage,  and  nn- 
tnunmelled  by  our  movements. 


TuxBDAT,  October  8. 

Sub-I^reamiri/  Bill 

The  Senate  resumed  th&omiBideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  oolleotion  and  keeping 
of  the  public  mmvjj  with  the  amendment 
oSbred  by  Ifr.  Oiisoinr. 


[Snun. 

[A  further  debate  ensued,  in  irtdcb  Hessis.  Gd- 
houo,  Webster,  and  Bacbanou,  were  tbo  speaken, 
chiefly  in  support  of  previously  expressed  0|Hni(ni8, 
and  in  r^y  to  ot^feetionB.] 

The  question  was  put  on  ]fr.  CUlhohn^a 
amendmentL  which  was  as  follows : 
Add  the  following  as  a  new  section : 

See.  — .  And  be  it  fynrtker  ttuxUd,  That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  Janimry,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  tiie  reetdation  ik  ei^teen  hundred  and 
dxteen,  aaUioriziiig  the  receiving  of  notes  of  specie- 
paying  banks  in  dues  to  the  Oovemment,  shall  be  so 
modified  that  only  three-fourtha  of  the  amount  due 
to  the  Qovemment  for  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public 
lands,  or  other  debts,  may  be  received  in  the  notes 
of  ^>ecie-paying  banks ;  and,  that  fWmi  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  one-half  may  be  so  received ;  and  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty,  one-fourth ;  and  and  after  the  first  day 
of  January,  dghteen  hmidred  and  forty-oue,  all  sums 
doe  for  duties,  sales  of  public  lands,  or  omer  debts 
to  the  Oovemmokt,  and  all  payments  to  the  Genend 
Post  Office,  shall  be  paid  in  g<dd  and  diver  ooiii  (nly,  • 
or  in  such  notes,  bills,  or  paper,  issued  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  directed  to  be 
received  bylaw;  and  from  and  afterthe  said  first  day 
of  January,  in  tfie  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
(Hie,  every  ofl&cer  or  agmt  engaged  in  making  dis- 
bonnneiiu  on  acooont  of  the  tfnited  States^  or  <^ 
the  Genenl  Post  Office,  dull  make  aD  paynuots  In 
gold  and  diver  coin  only,  or  in  such  notes,  bills,  or 
pwer,  issued  as  aforesaid,  vhen  authorized  by  law; 
and  any  receiving  or  disburdng  officer,  or  agent,  who 
shall  neglect,  evade,  or  violate  the  providons  of  thia 
secdon,  dull  be  dismissed  the  service,  and  dull  for> 
fdt  an  compensadon  which  may  then  be  due  him. 

And  iSbA  amendmuit  was  adopted  by  th^  fol- 
loiring  vote: 

Tkas. — ^HesErs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bncbanan, 
Cathoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Qnmdy,  Hub- 
bard, King  (»r  Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Mies,  Nor- 
vell.  Fierce,  Roane,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecdcut, 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Wniiams,  Wright,  Young 
— M, 

Nats.— Hessn.  Bawd,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  CrittnideiL  Kent,  King  of  Geoigia,  Knight, 
IkKean,  Ificbtdas,  FroitiSB,  Prutcn,  Blvea,  RobUns, 
Robinson,  Sndth  (s  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift, 
Talhnadge^  nptcn,  Webatw,  White— 28. 

The  ■mendment  oflbred  by  lib-.  Bivw  as  a 
aubstitnte  for  tiie  irhxHa  bill,  (anOiorldiuc  the 
reowtiMi  of  &e  Mils  <tf  all  nieae-paying  banka 
not  isaolng  notes  of  leas  than  ifiO,)  was  lost 
by: 

Tub.— Keasra.  Bantd,  Blad^  Clay  <^  Kentw^, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  Khig  of  Georgia,  Koiglit, 
ICcKean,  Nldiolas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  lUves,  RoUrina, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,' Swift,  Tall- 
nudge,  npton,  Webster,  White— 82. 

Xats. — Hessni  AUoi,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Callwun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fnlton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  linn,.  Lyon,  Morris,  Mies. 
Nwvell,  Fierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecdcut,  ^nnge,  Walker,  Wall,  Willian^ 
Wrij^Toang-^. 
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SBirjtiie.] 

Hr.  Prebton  offered  a  mbatitato  for  the  bill, 
making  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treaaary  to  make  a>e(Hal  deports  of  the  acorn- 
ing  revenues  of  me  Unitea  States  in  hanks 
most  convenientlj  ritaated,  and  to  make  snch 
terms  with  tliem  as  in  his  Judgment  vonld  best 
promote  the  pnblio  interest. 

Thb  sabetitnte  was  lost  by : 

Tiis.— XesBts.  Bairard,  Black,  Clay  of  Eeatuoky, 
Clayton,  CriUendeo,  Kent,  King  of  Oeotgia,  Knight, 
UcKeaa,  Nicholas,  Fcentin,  Prwton,  Bives,  Robbins, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Soathard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White— 22. 

Natb. — Ueesre.  Allen,  Bentoo,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clair  of  Alabania,  Fulton,  Qnmdy,  Hnb- 
bard,  KiiuF  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mcnrria,  Nilea, 
Norrell,  PI  erce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sorier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  WilUama, 
Wright,  Young— 26. 

Mr.  HvCRASAS  moved  an  amendment : 

"  That  U  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  prescribe  regulations  to  enforce  the  pre- 
sentation of  all  GoTemment  drafts  for  payment  at 
the  place  where  payable ;  and  to  prescribe  the  time 
— according  to  the  different  distances  of  the  deposi- 
tories— within  which  they  shall  be  presented  for  pay- 
ment" 

Mr.  OsiTTBNDBsr  deprecated  the  great  and 
arbitrary  power  confened  by  such  a  olanse  up- 
on the  Secretary. 

Hr.  BnoRANAN' amended  his  amendment  by 
adding  to  it  the  following : 

*'  And  in  default  of  such  presentation,  tci  prescribe 
any  other  mode  and  place  of  payment  which  he  may 
dean  proper." 

The  amendment,  so  modified,  was  agreed 
to. 

A  long  discussion  took  place  on-  an  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Uorbis,  proposing  that  no 
notes  should  be  received  from  any  bank  which 
were  not  payable  at  the  place  of  isene. 

Mr.  Stbanob  offered,  as  an  amendment  to 
lir.  Mobbib's  amendment,  to  strike  out  ibB  re-  ■ 
•triction  as  to  notes  under  $6 ;  which  amend- 
ment prevuled  as  follows: 

Teas. — Kcaars.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay 
Ala.,  Clayton,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kmt,  King 
of  Ala.,  Knight,  Idun,  Lyon,  Nidwlas,  Prentiss, 
Roane,  Robbins,  Sevier,  ^)ence,  Strange,  Swift,  WtiO^ 
Wright,  Young— 24. 

Nays. — Mesflrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan, 
Oay  of  Kentucky,  Davis,  King  of  Georgia,  McKean, 
Korrifl,  Kiles,  Norvell,  I^erce,  Rives,  Rdainaon,  SmIUi 
of  Conn.,  Smith  of  Ind.,  Ilptra,  Walker,  White, 
Williams— 20. 

Mr.  HoBBie'e  amendment,  as  amended,  was 
adopted— ayes  26,  noes  not  connted. 

Mr.  Bbntoit  offered  an  amendment  author- 
izing a  preminm  of  one  per  oent.  on  gold  coin 
iwd  into  the  Tresasnry;  which  being  ol^ected 
to,  he  laid  it  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  attach 
it  to  some  other  bill. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  a  third 
readbig  by  ttwfidlowlog  vote: 


[Ocrom,  1887. 

Ybas. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Beaton.  Brown,  Budunsa, 
Calhoun,  Clay  d  Abbama,  I^Hon,  Gtnndy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alriwana,  Unn,  Lym,  Nilce,  Norvdl, 
Pierce,  Bwue,  Robinsoii,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connec- 
ticut, Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  WUUams,  Wri^ 
Young — 26. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bayard.  Black,  Clay  of  Kentni^y, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Geo., 
Knight,  HcKean,  Nidiolai^  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rivea, 
Robbins,  &nith  of  Indiana,  Soathard,  Spenoe,  Swift, 
TaUmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White->S8. 


Wedsbsdat,  October  4. 

l%e  8vb-Tre<uwry  Bill. 

The  engrossed  bill  was  read  the  tliird  time. 

The  Chaib  stated  the  questiffla  to  be,  "SiaU 
the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate :  Mr.  President,  I  confess,  sir,  when  this 
delicate  and  important  sahjeet  was  first  brought 
forward,  I  had  some  heritalion,  aome  doubt,  as 
to  its  probable  tendency ;  but  the  more  I  have 
reflected,  deliberated,  investigated  the  aulijeet, 
the  better  I  have  become  satisfied  tliat  its 
effects  will  be  salntary,  in  regard  to  tbe  imme- 
diate interests  of  the  Government*  itself,  and 
that  they  will  not  be  pemicions ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple—oar constitoenta. 

As  the  measnre  was  at  first  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  Hnance,  I  appreneoded  the  dis- 
connection— divorce,  if  you  choose — of  the 
Government  from  the  banks  would  be  too  sad- 
den, and  would  consequently  cripple  the  banks, 
and  occasion  a  shock  in  the  monetary  affaire 
of  the  coantry  generaDy.  But  ^r,  these 
prehenrions  have  been  obviated  and  remoTM 
Dy  the  amendment  i^fered  by  the  SenatOT  from 
South  CWoIina,  QSx.  OalbouhX  as  it  ia  now 
modified.  Under  that  amendment,  the  bills  of 
such  b&nks  as  now  pay  specie,  or  as  may  think 
proper  to  resume  specie  payments,  will  be  re- 
ceivable in  payment,  and  to  the  mil  amount, 
of  all  public  duess  for  castoms,  lands,  dec,  tiU 
the  Ist  of  January^  1889;  thereafter,  three- 
fourths  of  snch  public  dues,  till  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1840;  thereafter  one-balf  till  the  1st 
Janaary,  1841 ;  and,  thereafter,  one-fonrtii  till 
the  Ist  of  January,  1642. 

Here,  then,  is  inducement,  held  out  to  the 
banks  now  paying,  to  continue,  and  to  anch  a» 
have  stopped,  to  re  same,  speoie  payments.  * 
say  to  them,  in  effect — "  We  invite  you  to  r^ 
sume  specie  payments ;  show  that  you  are  sol- 
vent, that  your  notes  are  convertible  into  spe- 
de  when  desirable,  and  we  will  receive  th«a 
in  payment  for  pablic  lands,  and  for  all  other 
revenue ;"  in  the  strong  langtiage  of  some  of 
the  gentlemen  who  have  addressed  m — "do 
this,  and  we  will  endorse  your  notes."  What 
stronger  motive  cotild  be  held  ont  to  snch 
bankmg  institutions<as  are  solvent,  honest,  and 
desiroas  to  effectuate  the  purpoeea  th^ 
creation?  If  tiie  publio  interest  and  eonven- 
ienoe  be  the  ol^eot  of  bank  diraotw^  aa  legit* 
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fanately  they  onght,  would  they  not,  by  re- 
Bpondiog  to  this  invitation  and  offer  on  onr 
part,  mve  greater  value  to  their  paper — give  it 
a  wimr  eiroolation— and  aiapi  it  to  the  use 
and  interest  of  Hm  oommnnity  ?  And  woold 
not  sQoh  banlu  as  resnmed,  at  once  derive  all 
the  advantages  of  superior  credit,  ftimish  the 
circulating  medium,  and  do  the  bosiness  of  the 
eonntry,  to  the  exclusion  of  such  as  failed,  or 
refused  to  comply  I  The  answer  is  palpable — 
no  man  can  doubt  on  these  qnestions. 

Again,  sir :  The  change  in  the  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  public  revenue,  in  the  kind  of 
money  receivable  for  it,  will  be  bo  gradual  as 
to  occasion  no  shock  whatever  to  the  credit  of 
the  banks,  or  to  the  commercial  community. 
Before  we  entirely  discontinue  receiving  bank 
paper,  more  than  four  years  will  have  lapsed. 
All  this  tame  will  be  allowed  for  the  banks  and 
merchants  to  adapt  their  btudnesss  to  the  new 
^stem  contemplated,  and  conform  their  bns- 
,iness  to  the  new  state  of  thii^  It  will  give 
'time  for  the  State  Le^^^tares  to  r^olate  their 
banking  institntions,  so  as,  in  Aiture,  to  prevent 
over-issues  of  paper;  to  restnun  them  from 
generating,  or  encouraging,  a  spirit  of  over- 
trading and  inordinate  speculation ;  to  restrain 
them  from  making  promises  they  cannot  re- 
deem, and  thus  restore  to  the  country  a  sound 
circulating  medium,  and  the  just  equilibrium 
of  trade,  and  bosiness  of  every  description, 

Horeover,  we  ourselves  shall  have  time  to 
see  how  the  new  system  ,  works — ^to  check  its 
Telocity,  if  it  be  too  great— or  accelerate  it,  if 
it  be  too  slow ;  and  modify  it,  in  all  respects, 
as  its  resolts  may  indicate  to  be  safe  and  expe- 
dient As  already  shown,  no  change  in  tiie  de- 
scription of  funds,  receivable  for  public  dues, 
will  take  place  for  the  next  fifteen  months ;  for 
the  year  188^  a  reduction  of  one-fonrUi ;  for 
1840,  one-half  may  be  paid  in  specie-paying 
bank  paper ;  and  so  on  to  the  consummation 
of  the  plan.  If  it  be  discovered  that  the  policy 
operates  injuriously,  there  will  be  ample  time 
to  amend  or  modify  it. 

But,  sir,  I  have  no  apprehension  that  any  in- 
jurious result  will  follow  the  adoption  of  this 
measure.  The  chief  embarrassments  of  the 
oommnnity  have  arisen  out  of  inordinate  expan- 
sions of  the  drculatin^  medium,  excesmve  ac- 
commodations, b^ttmg  extravagance,  and 
TwiUBK  specolattons ;  and  then  sodden  con- 
tractions, withdrawals  of  those  enormous  loans, 
rednctions  of  the  amonnt  of  circulation,  and 
thaa,  almost  in  a  moment,  rednoing  the  value 
of  property  one-third,  sometimes  one- half  The 
Government  deposits  have,  doubtless,  hereto- 
fore, nurtured  and  increased  this  propensity  of 
all  banks  to  excessive  issnes  and  ac&>mmoda- 
tions.  They  have  loaned  out  the  public  money 
as  if  their  own,  and  when  called  upon  to  pay 
it  over,  they  have  been  nece»arily  compelled 
to  press  and  coerce  payments  from  their  bor- 
rowers^ who  had,  in  their  torn,  treated  ^is 
borrowed  money  as  their  own ;  and  have  thus 
oooaaUmed  embarnnnnn^  the  saorifioe  of 


property,  and  in  too  many  instances,  the  im- 
poverishment and  ruin  of  their  customers.  To 
illastrate  the  correctness  of  these  remarks,  I 
need  only  refer  you  to  tiie  ^eater  pecuniary 
distress  and  embarrassment  of  oommnnities 
around  any  of  the  bankSj  which  have  been 
large  depositories  of  the  public  money,  compar- 
ed with  those  remote  from  such  institntiona. 
If  they  have  no  lai^  sums  of  public  money  on 
general  deposit,  on  which  to  grant  accommoda- 
tions, they  will  know  and  miderstand  better 
the  proper  limits  to  prescribe  to  their  liberal- 
ity ;  they  will  have  no  fluctuations,  no  augmen- 
tations, no  diminutions  of  capital  to  mislead 
them ;  their  accommodations  will  be  more  uni- 
form, and  the  amount  of  their  circulation  bear 
some  relation  to  the  amount  of  specie  in  their 
vaults.  This  being  brought  about,  the  value 
of  prodnoa,  and  property  ot  all  descriptions^ 
will  1w  more  steady  and  uniform ;  we  shall  not 
have  a  n^gro,  costing  a  thousand  or  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  to-day,  sold  twelve  months 
hence  to  pay  half  the  amoont  of  consideration 
— Iwd  at  one  time  worth  fifty  dollars  per  acre^ 
at  another  not  more  than  twenty— ^tnd  onr 
great  staple,  one  while  commanding  twenly-five 
dolhffs,  and  then  not  worth  eight. 

Sir,  the  Grovemment  ought,  always,  to  be  able 
to  command  its  funds,  and  have  them  ever 
ready  to  meet  any  exigency.  Experience  has 
taa^t  us,  that  this  cannot  be  expected  while 
we  rely  on  banks.  Gentlemen  tell  us  that,  d- 
though  the  State  banks  have  failed  to  meet  onr 
expectations,  we  onght  to  oontinue  their  agenr 
oy.  They  ask  us,  would  we  cUsoontinne  the  nse 
of  steamboats,  beoanse  a  bmler  me^  sometimes 
explode,  and  prodooe  &tal  restdts?  By  no 
means,  sir,  while  care  and  skill  may  reasonablr 
be  expected  to  ensure  safety,  and  prevent  socii 
colunittes.  But,  were  we  to  discover  that  the 
machinery  is  entirely  uncontrollable,  and  the 
boiler  liable  to  spontaneous  combnstion — carry- 
ing universal  misery  and  death  among  the  pas- 
sengers and  crew,  in  despite  of  all  the  science, 
viguance,  and  fidelity  of  the  engineer — would 
it  be  wise  or  prudent  to  trust  ourselves  on 
board  I  What  would  have  been  the  situation 
of  the  country  in  Uay  last,  vfhen  the  banks 
suspended  specie  payments,  hod  we  been  in- 
volved in  war  with  some  powerful  foreign 
enemy  f  'Whatever  mif^t  have  been  the  emer- 
gency, we  should  not  have  been  able  to  have 
oommanded  the  resources  of  the  nation.  We 
might  have  been  without  a  dollar  for  the  pay 
or  subsistence  of  an  army  to  resist  the  invadenij 
onr  energies  would  have  been  crippled;  and 
the  most  ^sastrous  consequences  might  have 
followed.  When  we  find  that  such  is  the  un- 
fortunate tendency  of  "  the  experiment,"  as 
geotiemen  choose  to  call  it,  it  is  time  we  should 
abandon  it,  by  whomsoever  instituted  or  ap- 
proved, heretofore. 

But,  sir,  was  not  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  an  *'  experiment,'^  and  has  not  that  also 
fidled  to  answer  just  expectation  I  No  other 
QorenmuDt  but  onr  own,  ever  did  emplcqr 
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ndi  a  fiacal  agent,  with  povon  ai  the  same 
magnitade.  It  was,  indeed,  a  fearfbl  ezper- 
imcQt,  and  well  nigh  fatal  in  its  results.  Yet, 
the  recharter  of  ttie  late  United  States  Bank,  or 
the  establishment  of  a  new  one,  is  now  an- 
nounced OS  the  only  efficient  remedy — the  sov- 
ereign panacea — for  existing  evils.  The  Sen- 
ator fh>m  Kentucky  (Mr.  Gla.t)  has,  to  mj 
astonishment,  gone  so  far  as  to  identify  the  es- 
tablishment of  such  an  institution  with  the 
permanency  of  the  Union  t  It  would  seem,  the 
qnestion  of  a  national  bank  is  always  portentous 
—involving  consequences  of  a  most  alarming 
ebaraeter.  Shortly  after  Uie  rraioval  of  the 
depoidts  from  the  late  Bonk  of  the  United 
Btate^  we  were  t<dd,  by  the  same  disttegniabed 
gentieman,  that  we  were  then  "  in  the  midst 
of  a  revolationi"  and  Ihe  sentiment  was  re- 
sponded to,  by  the  presses  and  polltioaos  of 
the  opposition,  from  cme  end  of  Uie  Union  to 
the  other.  Vfe  were  toldj  on  the  very  floors 
oi  Congrasa,  that  the  deposits  must  be  restored, 
or  a  revolution  was  at  hand.  The  same  sonti- 
ment  was  annonnced,  when  two  members  of 
Oongreas,  duping  the  same  panio  session,  ad- 
drewed  an  assembled  multitude  in  Baltimore  on 
Sunday.  According  to  the  newspapers  of  the 
day,  it  was  sdd,  by  way  of  justification,  "there 
were  no  Sabbaths  in  rerolutionary  times  I " 
Kr,  the  saltfeat  of  a  natUmal  or  United  States 
bank  oannot  be  tonohed  withont  an  atteinpt  to 
prodnoe  endtement  and  agitattou  It  am»ds 
one  <tf  the  most  oondu^ve  reasons  asainat  the 
establishment  ot  snoh  an  institution,  that  it  has 
the  aUlity  to  produce  such  tremendoBs  efibcta. 
The  oonoentration  of  such  an  immense  money- 
ed power  in  the  hands  of  a  few  individuals,  is 
at  war  with  onr  peace  and  qniet ;  too  dangerooB 
to  our  liberties.  It  would  soon  control  all  our 
eleoticois,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and 
direct  the  operations,  nay,  usurp  the  powoa, 
of  the  Gk)vernment  itself. 

When  Mr.  Cut,  of  Alabamai  ocmdnded  his 
speech — 

Mr.  Wkbbteb  rose,  and  said  that  perhi^  he 
ought  to  feel  obliged  to  the  member  from  Alar- 
bama  for  his  quotation  and  adoptim  of  «  re- 
tKHTt,  wholly  withont  fonndation,  which  had 
been  droulated  in  the  newspapers  several  years 
ago.  That  report  was,  that  at  a  meeting  of 
many  citizens  on  a  Sunday  in  Baltimore,  at  the 
time  of  the  excitement  in  tiie  country,  created 
by  the  withdrawing  of  the  deposits,  he  had  said 
that  there  were  no  Sabbaths  in  revolutionary 
times.  That,  sir,  (said  Ur.  W.,)  was  a  vile 
fidsehood  and  slander.  I  never  aaxi  any  such 
thing  either  then  or  at  any  other  time.  Having 
been  home,  on  indispensable  bntdness,  I  was 
hastcoiing  hack  to  my  seat  here  to  vote  on  very 
important  mensores  thai  pending,  and  in  re- 
gard to  which  friends  had  written  to  me  to  lose 
no  time.  When  I  arrived  in  Baltimore,  on  a 
Bni^y  ei^ning,  being  in  company  witii  the 
distinguished  and  honorable  gentieman  who 
represented,  at  that  time,  the  city  of  Philadel- 
^ia  in  the  other  Hooaa  of  Ooqgreaa,  we  found, 
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on  landing  from  the  boat,  and  repairing  to  the 
hotel,  a  oollectioa  of  people,  assembled  without 
our  procurement  or  knowledge.  We  each  ad- 
dressed a  few  observations  to  them  on  the  ab- 
sorbing public  topics  which  had  drawn  them 
together ;  and  this  we  felt  bound  to  do  out  of 
respect  to  them,  and  as  the  readiest  mode  .of 
restoring  to  the  day  the  quiet  and  repose  which 
are  so  important  to  its  proper  observance.  Bnt 
no  such  language  and  no  such  sentiment  as  the 
member  has  quoted  or  alluded  to  to-day  escap< 
ed  from  either  of  ns.  I  should  not,  of  course, 
have  noticed  in  my  place  here  the  original  slan- 
der if  it  had  not  been  alluded  to  by  others. 

Mr.  Cut  T^(4ned  that  he  believed,  what- 
ever might  be  die  ehunoto'  of  the  report,  it 
had  emanated  from  new^npna  which  sapport- 
ed  the  correctness  the  gentleman's  ponnon ; 
that  he  Bpoke  from  the  newspaper  aeoonnt, 
which  he  nad  never  before  heard  controvert- 
ed. 

Ur.  Websteb  Bt^d  he  pronounced  the  whole 
story  a  vile  slander,  whether  reported  of  him- 
self or  his  friend.  Neither  of  us,  or,  (seid  Kr. 
W.,)  en>re8sed  any  ench  sentiment,  nor  any 
thing  like  it.  The  whole  matter  was  iai^inal 
and  unmixed  calumny, 

Mr.  Out,  of  Alabama,  in  rejdy,  stated  that, 
if  it  was  a  mistake  or  a  calumny,  it  proceeded 
entirely  from  the  papers  in  fltvcw  of  the  poUtioal 
prindples  advoo^ea  by  Ur.  W.,  and  It  had  not 
proceeded  from,  or  been  ciroolated  in,  papers 
of  the  other  nde.  This  was  the  first  time  he 
had  heard  It  contradicted ;  and,  hearing  it  from 
such  a  source,  he  was  satined  he  must  have 
been  misinformed. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  afSrmative  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

Tus.— Hessrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Badunaa, 
Cilhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundj,  Hub- 
bud,  King  o£  Alsbfmft,  I^in,  Ljoo,  Horris,  NUes, 
Norvell,  flettx.  Bonne,  Robinson,  Berier,  Smith 
at  Comieoticnt,  Stnage,  Walker,  Wall,  WiUiams, 
Wibht,  T«m^— 26. 

Nats.— Meesn.  Bawd,  Black,  Gay  of  Kentncky, 
CInton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Georria, 
Knhdit,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Frentifis,  BobbinSjSmith 
of  fsdiana,  Sonthard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  llpton, 
Webster,  White— 20. 

So  the  bin  was  passed,  and  sent  to  tiie  Boose 
of  BepresentaUvea  for  oonourrenoe. 

WxsnnDAT,  October  11. 
Mr.  Maditon't  Paptn. 
Mr.  Waix,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  bill  relinquishing  to  Ito. 
Hadison«the  copyright  in  foreign  countries  to 
the  late  Preddeat  ludtson's  Jonmal  of  the  De- 
bates (tf  ihe  OonventiiHi  which  formed  the 
Oonstitntion ;  and  also  the  avi^  of  such  con- 
tracts as  had  been  made  by  her  rdotive  to  its 
publication,  prior  to  the  law  of  the  last  sesRion, 
which  antborized  ^  purchase  those  papers 
by  Govemmwt. 
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Thb  bin  was,  by  nsanfanotn  oonaent,  read 
tvrlce,  and  ordered  to  be  engroMed  for  ft  third 
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Anneaaiitm  ((f  Tauu. 

Jix.  Wbbstek  Bud  he  rose  to  present  a  great 
number  of  memorials  and  petitions  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 
These  papers,  he  sud,  were  sent  to  him,  some 
of  them  irom  moet  <rf  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States.  Thej  were  nnmerons,  and  some  of 
lliaaoontaiaedserenithoasand  signatures.  In 
mm»  insUunes  he  knew  the  rigners,  and  knew 
them  to  be  highly  respectable  persona,  and  he 
fonod  among  the  names  persons  of  all  parties 
in  pcditica,  and  all  seota  in  religion. 

At  one  time,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  thon^ht  it 
might  be  as  wflll  not  to  present  these  petitions 
till  the  next  session.  Bat  it  being  now  official- 
ly known  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States  had  become  the  snl^ect  of  com- 
manieation  between  the  two  GoTemments,  the 
time  had  come  when  It  was  proper  that  those 
citizens  who  wished  to  protest  a^inst  any  sacb 
auiexation  should  make  ^eiraentimeiita  known 
to  their  own  Qoremment. 

Mr.  BwxFTf  Ur.  MdEkah,  and  1&.  Wiuuio, 
dso  |H«seated  remonstranoes  on  the  same  sub* 
Jeet,  from  dtixena  of  their  respective  Btatea, 
which  were  severally  laid  on  tbt  table. 

Law    Sankruptey  (tgaimt  BatUmipt  Bankt. 

Hr.  Gbohdt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jn- 
diciary,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  related  to  bankruptcy, 
moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  that  sabject. 

Mr.  BxNTOV  said :  The  recommendation  of 
the  President  for  a  bankrupt  law,  applicable  to 
banks  and  bankers,  has  been  made  uie  subject 
of  repeated  animadven^n  on  this  floor,  and 
tiiat  while  the  snMect  was  not  before  the  Sen- 
ate, but  in  the  hands  <tf  a  omnmittee.  I  notioed 
these  animadversloiiB  on  a  formor  occasloii.  not 
for  argnmentL  but  for  the  purpose  of  ezUblting 
their  unparliamentaiT  ohaTaoter;  to  dissent 
from  their  justness ;  to  ezivess  my  own  appro- 
bation of  the  reoommendtttion ;  and  to  dedare 
myself  ready  to  support  it,  whenever  it  could 
be  done  in  a  parliamentary  manner,  and  with- 
out oblif^niug  into  a  disoossion  foreign  to  the 
subject  in  hand.  The  suitable  occasion  now 
presents  itself;  and  I  embrace  it  with  pleasure, 
that  the  great  remedial  measure  proposed  by 
the  I^ident,  and  oalletl  for  by  the  rights  and 
Interests  of  the  people,  and  by  the  oharaoter  of 
the  ooantry,  not  be  prqod^md  1^  tiie  un- 
parliamentai^  and  preeodona  assaults  wUeh 
nave  been  made  upon  It 

At  tiie  head  (tf  those  who  have  made  the  at- 
tack on  this  part  of  the  Message,  and  whose 
ol^eotions  cover  all  the  ground  wnioh  has  since 
been  ocoinned  by  others  is  the  Senator  htm 
VobXIIL-S9 
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Massachusetts,  who  deHvwedhis  sentiments  on 
the  TieasuTT  note  bill,  (Mr.  Webbtsb.)  That 
Swator  n^ok»  briefly,  bnt  oomprehcoidT^, 
against  this  Executive  recommendation.  Hv 
presented  all  the  points  which  others  have 
since  elaborated.  In  answering  him,  I  answw 
alL 

The  objections  which  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts takes  to  the  Executive  recommenda- 
tion are  of  a  two-fold  character :  first,  to  the 
constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  pass  a 
bankrupt  law,  confined  to  moneyed  corpora- 
tions and  to  bankers,  and  with  a  view  to  ope- 
rate upon  the  paper  currency;  secondly,  to 
the  eonristenoy  irf  the  Present  in  havli^  mada 
saoh  a  Teoommendatitm. 

I  take  up  the  aeeond  (tf  these  objections  first, 
becmse  It  creates  a  pr^odioe  ogdnst  tiie  wIh^ 
recommendation  <^  the  Preudent.  The  impu- 
tation of  inconsistency  creates  a  prejudice ;  and 
it  is  necessary  to  remove  that  prejudice  before 
the  recommendation  can  be  Mrly  considered. 
The  inconsistency  imputed,  lies  in  tiie  suppoeed 
disclumer  of  the  President  of  all  federal  au- 
thority over  the  currency,  and  then,  an  as- 
sumption of  power  to  regulate  that  currency, 
and  to  regtilate  it  by  an  unauthorized  exercise 
of  the  power  to  pass  baiAnrupt  laws.  This  la 
the  point  of  the  imputed  inconsistency.  It  all 
tarns  upon  this  word  enrrenoy;  and  now,  what 
currency  does  the  Senator  finnn  Ibssaohasetts 
mean!  Oert^ly  not  the  cnrren<7^  of  the 
oonatitntioD ;  for  the  Ft^rtdent  recites  the 
power  to  eoin  that  currency,  and  to  regulate  its 
value.  It  most  be  the  paper  currency — the 
local  bank  notes  and  the  shin-plasters — which 
are  intended ;  and,  if  so,  I  have  to  remark  that 
the  Prendent  very  explicitly  disclaims  both  the 
authority,  and  the  expediency,  of  having  re- 
course to  a  national  bank  to  regulate  that  spe- 
cies of  currency.  He  disdalms  that  instrument 
of  regulation ;  and  in  doing  so,  be  stands  upon 
the  constitution,  which  disowns  its  existence: 
upon  the  fact,  which  shows  its  impotoiOT;  and 
upon  the  ground  which  the  aatbors  of  the  first 
national  bank  ooaqded,  and  to  vhtnu  the  reffo- 
latitm  <tf  oniroiey  and  of  ex6haiM;ee  was  whdly 
unknown  as  among  the  reasons  far  its  creation. 
These  reasons  are  of  modem  conception  and 
recent  date.  They  are  an  after-thought  of  the 
subsequent  supporters  of  the  second  national 
bank.  The  President  disdums  also  a  power  to 
suppress  the  local  banking  institutions  by  fede- 
ral legislation ;  hut  he  nowhere  disclaims  the 
authority  to  prevent  their  paper  issues  fW)m 
superseding  and  expelling  the  hard  money  cur- 
rency of  the  constitution.  On  the  contrwy,  he 
claims  that  power,  and  points  to  the  sources  of 
its  rightful  exerdse  in  tue  incidental  effects  of 
fMenu  legislation  in  fav<v  hard  mao»j  m 
neeessarily  improTing  the  eonditicm  <rf  vmpet 
currency ;  and  then  he  points  to  the  banknipt 
power  as  ftmishing  the  direct  means  of  eheck- 
ing  the  issues  of  non-specie  paying  banks,  and 
giving  a  remedy  to  the  holders  of  their  unpaid 
.notes.  ThialBwhat  tiie  Praddent  dim;  and 
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nothing  can  be  farther  from  his  words  than  a 
disdidmer  of  all  aathority  over  the  regolation 
of  correncjr.  And  here  let  me  remark  upon 
a  sjstematio  error  into  which  some  Senators 
Incessantly  fall :'  they  always  speak  of  the  fed- 
eral anthoriry,  and  the  federal  daties  over  "  the 
onrrenoy,"  meaning  all  the  while,  not  gold  and 
silver,  bnt  bonk  notes  and  shin-plasters.  Kow, 
sir,  I  repeat,  for  aboat  the  thousandth  time, 
that  the  word  currenoy  is  not  in  the  constitn- 
tioo,  oor  any  word  what-soever  which  can  meui 
what  these  speakers  intend  by  it.  The  nearest 
approach  to  the  term  which  the  ooostitutioa 
eontains,  is  the  word  cnirent,  and  tiiat  is  cou- 
pled with  the  word  o(Aa\  bo  that  the  fhing 
which  gentlemen  have  constantly  in  thor  minds, 
and  which  tliey  nse  an  eqmvoeal  term  to  ex- 
press, exists  nowhere  in  the  constitution,  and  is 
not  in  any  way  known  to  that  instmm^t, 
either  by  expression  or  intendment  I  think  it 
right,  on  tbia-ocoaslon,  thns  to  allnde  to  the 
equivocal  nse  of  this  phrase;  for  npon  this 
eqaivooation  there  is  built  np,  in  these  United 
States,  an  immensity  of  erroneous  speaking, 
erroneous  writing,  and  erroneous  legislation. 
Vast  is  the  number  of  persons  who  are  mysti- 
fied by  the  use  of  an  equivocal  term ;  and  in 
nothina  does  the  rhetorician  show  the  perfec- 
tion ofnis  art  in  a  higher  d^%e,  than  in  mak- 
ingft  debate  torn  upon  one  <a  Ihem. 

The  Senator  from  Massochnsetts,  in  taking 
his  objecticms,  declared'  that  he  would  not  do 
intentional  injustice  to  the  Hessage  or  to  its  au- 
t^ior ;  bat  It  is  the  same  thing  to  the  Uessage, 
juad  to  the  author,  if  injustice  had  been  done 
without  intention :  and  this  I  apprehend  to 
have  been  the  case.  The  Meseage  says  nothing 
about  eonfining  the  bankrupt  law  to  corpora^ 
tions  and  bankers  alone ;  it  says  nothing  about 
ezclu<Ung  merchants  and  traders  from  uie  ope- 
ration of  the  law  i  and  it  proposes  something 
dse  to  result  from  the  law,  besides  an  ope- 
ration npon  eDrren<7 ;  and  that  something  else 
Ss  a  Nonedy  to  the  dlwrodnted  creditors  of 
tiie  deliaqneut  banks.  This  b  his  recommen- 
dation: 

*'  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  our  duty  to  proiide  all 
die  reniedieB  against  a  depreciated  pq>er  correnc; 
wUdi  tiie  constitution  enables  us  to  slford.  IHie 
Treasury  Department,  on  several  former  ocoidons, 
has  suggested  the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  uni- 
£(xm  lav  concerning  bankruptcies  of  corporations 
and  other  bankets.  Through  die  instrumentality  of 
such  a  law,  a  salutatr  chedc  may  doubtiess  be  im- 
posed on  the  iSBOes  of  p^>er  money,  and  an  effectual 
remedy  given  to  the  cuiseu^  in  a  my  at  onoe  equal 
in  all  parts  of  the  ITnlon,  and  fldly  authorized  by  the 
constttutioD." 

This  is  the  reoommendatiou — the  whole  of 
It ;  and  hero  is  no  prapotaXixaL  to  exclnde  mer- 
diants  and  traders ;  and  here  is  an  actual  pro- 
position to  give  a  remedy  to  the  ii^ared  citi- 
zens against  the  delinquent  banks;  which  rem- 
edy would  naturally  be  a  pro  rata  distribution 
of  the  effects  of  the  bankrupt  institntions. 
H«e,  then,  ia  iqjnstioe  to  the  Ifossage  in  nob 


stating  it  as  it  is,  but  as  it  is  not ;  and  here,  al- 
so, is  ii^nstice  to  the  auUior,  in  representing 
him  as  opposed  to  the  extension  of  the  bank- 
rupt law  to  merchants  and  traders,  when  the 
records  of  this  Senate  bear  the  evidence  of  the 
fact  that  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  able  and 
zealous  supporters  of  such  a  law  applicable  to 
the  trading  part  of  the  community,  I  speak 
of  the  biU  of  1827,  brought  in  by  General 
Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  and  eamesUy  sup- 
ported by  the  present  Chief  Kagistrate,  then  a 
member  of  this  body.  It  is  unjust  to  suppose 
that  the  present  (Mef  Ma^^strate  would  ob- 
ject to  a  bill  which  dionld  inolade  now  thoat 
for  whom  he  so  strennonsiy  oontmded  when  a 
member  of  this  body.  There  Is  nodiing  in  the 
recommendation  to  deter  the  fiiends  of  a  gen- 
eral bankrupt  law  from  coming  forward  to  in- 
clude the  trading  class  with  the  banking  class; 
on  the  contrary,  there  may  be  something  to  en- 
courage them.  A  general  bill,  to  in<dudB  banks 
as  well  as  traders,  might  combine  more  support 
than  the  bills  for  the  latter  class  alone  have 
heretofore  received.  Besides,  if  the  President 
had  expressly  recommended  the  exclosion  of 
other  classes  from  the  bill,  it  would  have  been 
no  impediment  to  the  action  of  Congress.  His 
reoommendation  woold  have  been  no  prohiH- 
tion  upon  thdr  powers.  They  might  have  In- 
cluded what  classes  they  pleased ;  and  if  they 
included  those  for  which  he  contended  in  1827, 
the  bill  might  have  become  the  more  accepta- 
ble to  him  on  that  account 

The  Senator  from  Ifassachusetts  ol^'ects  to 
our  constitutionEQ  power  to.  pass  such  a  bank- 
rupt law  as  the  President  recommends,  qualify- 
ing that  rooommendatitm,.  as  he  does,  with  a 
limitation  of  the  law  to  bankers  and  banking 
corporations,  and  with  "a  primary  view  to  the 
regulotion  of  a  paper  money  currency.  I  have 
shown  that  this  qualification  is  an  error  and  a 
mistake ;  and  ia  doing  that,  I  have  sufficiently 
answered  the  Senators  olfaction:  but  I  choose 
to  go  flirUier,  and  to  show  not  only  the  consti- 
tutional right,  bnt  the  dear  enediency  of 
passing  saoh  an  act  as  the  President  recom- 
mends, whether  merchants  utd  teaders  shall  be 
included  in  it  or  not. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  pass  bankrupt 
laws  is  expressly  ^ven  in  our  constitution,  and 
given  without  limitation  or  qualification.  It  is 
uie  fourth  in  tiie  number  of  the  enumerated 
powers,  and  runs  tiins :  "  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  natural- 
ization, and  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of 
bimkmptoies  throughout  the  United  States." 
This  is  a  full  and  clear  grant  of  pdwer.  Upon 
its  face  it  admits  of  no  question,  and  leaves 
Congress  at  full  liberty  to  pass  any  kind 
bankrupt  laws  they  idease,  limited  <mly  by  the 
condition,  that  whatever  laws  are  passed,  they 
are  to  be  uniform  in  their  weration  throughout 
the  United  States.  Upon  the  face  of  our  own 
constitntion  there  Is  no  question  of  our  right  to 
pass  a  bsnkmpt  law,  limited  to  banks  and 
bankers;  but  the  Senator  from  Uassaohusetts, 
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(Mr.  Webstkb,^  and  others  who  have  spoken 
on  the  saine  side  vriih  him,  must  carry  ub  to 
England,  and  condact  as  throagh  the  labyrinth 
of  English  statnte  law.  and  through  the  chaos 
of  English  judicial  deosionsi  to  learn  what  this 
word  banknipteies,  in  oar  oonstitTition,  is  in- 
tended to  signify.  In  this  he  and  tkej  are 
trne  to  the  liabita  of  Hit  legal  profession — those 
habits  which,  both  in  Great  Britain  and  oar 
America,  have  become  a  proTerbial  disqaalifica- 
tion  for  the  proper  exercise  of  legislative  dutiM. 
I  know,  Mr.  President,  that  it  is  the  fate  of  our 
lawrers  and  jadges  to  have  to  ran  to  British  law 
booEs  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  the  phrasM 
contained  in  our  conatitation ;  bat  it  is  the 
bnsiness  of  the  legislator,  and  of  the  statesman, 
to  take  a  loiter  view — to  consider  the  differ- 
ence between  the  political  institntions  of  the 
two  oonntilea— to  ascend  to  first  principles — to 
know  the  oaosea  of  events — and  to  jndge  how 
Ut  what  was  soitable  and  benefUnal  to  one 
might  he  prejndidal  and  liupplioable  to  the 
other.  We  stand  here  as  legislators  and  states- 
men, not  as  lawyers  and  jadges;  we  have  a 
grant  of  power  to  execute,  not  a  statute  to  in- 
terpret ;  and  our  first  duty  is  to  look  to  that 
^nmt,  and  see  what  it  is ;  and  oar  next  doty 
IS  to  look  over  oar  country,  and  see  whether 
there  is  any  thing  in  it  which  reqairea  the  ex- 
ercise of  mat  grant  of  power.  This  is  what 
our  President  has  done,  and  what  we  ooght  to 
do.  He  has  looked  into  the  constitution,  and 
seen  there  an  nnlUnited  grant  of-  power  to  pass 
anifbrm  law6  on  the  aoMect  of  DaidmptcieB ; 
and  he  haa  looked  over  uie  United  St^es,  and 
seen  what  he  believes  to  be  fit  sabjeots  for  the 
exeiufsB  oi  that  power,  namely,  about  a  thoa- 
sand  banks  in  a  state  of  baiucmptoy,  and  no 
State  possessed  of  anthortty  to  act  beyond  its 
own  Hmita  in  remedying  the  evUs  of  a  mischief 
so  vast  and  so  fHghtfnl.  Seeing  these  two 
thioss — a  power  to  act,  and  a  suojeot  matter 
requiring  action — the  President  has  recommend- 
ed the  action  which  the  constitotion  permits, 
and  which  the  subject  reqaires ;  but  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maasaohnsetts  has  risen  in  his  place, 
and  called  upon  as  to  shift  our  view ;  trans- 
fer our  contemplation  from  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  to  the  British  statoto  book— 
from  actual  bankmptoy  among  onrselvea  to  his- 
torical bankruptcy  in  En^and;  andtocmflne 
our  legislation  to  the  charaoterisdca  of  the 
English  model. 

As  a  g^eneral  proposition,  I  lay  it  down  that 
Congress  is  not  confined,  like  jurists  and  Judge^ 
to  ihe  English  statotory  definitions,  or  tne  Nisi 
Frius  or  King's  Bench  coostmction  of  the 
phrases  known  to  English  legislation,  and  used 
in  our  constitntion.  Such  a  limitation  would 
not  only  narrow  us  down  to  a  mere  lawyer's 
view  of  a  subject,  hat  would  limit  as,  in  point 
of  time,  to  English  precedents,  as  they  stood  at 
the  edition  of  onr  constitotion,  in  the  year 
1789.  I  protest  agidnst  this  ahsnrdity,  and 
contend  that  we  are  to  use  our  granted  powers 
according  to  the  droumstancee  oi  our  own 
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country,  and  according  to  the  genius  of  onr  re- 
publican institutions,  and  according  to  the  pro- 
gress of  events  and  the  expansion  of  light  and 
knowledge  among  ourselves.  H  not,  and  if  we 
are  to  be  confined  to. tbe  "nanal  objects,"  and 
the  "  nsaal  snUeotB,"  and  the  "nsuaf  purposes," 
of  British  legisIaUon  at  the  tame  of  the  adop- 
tion, of  onr  constitution,  how  could  Coogr^ 
ever  make  a  law  in  relation  to  steamboats,  or 
to  railroad  cars,  both  of  which  were  unknown 
to  British  legislation  in  1789 ;  and  therefore, 
aocording  to  the  idea  that  would  send  ' us  to 
England  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  onr  consti- 
totion,  would  not  fall  within  the  limits  of  our 
le^ative  authority.  Upon  their  &ce,  the 
words  of  the  constitution  are  sufficient  to  justi-  . 
fy  the  President's  recommendation,  even  as  un- 
derstood by  those  who  impugn  that  recommen- 
dation. The  honkmpt  cunse  is  very  peculiar 
in  its  phraseology,  and  the  more  strikm^^  bo 
fhnn  its  contrast  with  the  phraseolcwy  of  the 
natoralization  clause,  which  is  coupled  with  it. 
iiark  this  difference :  there  is  to  be  a  uniform 
mle  of  naturalization ;  there  are  to  be  uniform 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankrupteies.  One  is  in 
the  singular,  the  other  in  the  plural ;  one  is  to 
be  a  rule,  the  other  are  to  he  laws ;  one  aete 
on  individuals,  the  other  on  the  subject ;  and 
it  is  bankraptoies  that  ore,  and  not  bankraptey 
that  is,  to  be  the  objects  of  these  uniform  laws. 

As  a  proposition,  now  limited  to  this  particu- 
lar case,  I  lay  it  down  that  we  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  modem  English  acceptation  of  this 
termhankn^t,  for  it  is  a  tena,  not  (tf  English, 
but  of  Roman  ori^.  It  is  a  term  of  the  civii 
law^  and  horrowm  by  the  En^^sh  fh>in  Hob 
code.  Th^  borrowed  front  Italy  -both  the 
name  and  the  purpose  of  the  law ;  and  tHao  the 
first  objects  to  wnleh  the  law  was  ^ipUcable. 
The  English  were  borrowers  of  every  thing  • 
connectw  with  tlus  code ;  and  it  is  absurd'  in 
us  to  borrow  flrom  a  borrrower — to  copy  from 
a  copyist — when  we  have  the  original  lender 
and  uie  original  text  before  ns.  Banetu  and 
ruptm  signifies  a  broken  bank ;  and  the  word 
trohm  is  not  metephorical  hut  literal,  and  is 
descriptive  of  the  ancient  method  of  cashiering 
an  insolvent  or  fraudulent  banker,  by  turning 
him  oat  of  the  exchange  or  market  plaoe,  and 
breaking  the  table  to  ^eces  on  whicn  he  kept 
Ida  money  and  transacted  his  bnriness.  The 
term  huMrw^t,  then,  is  the  civil  law  from 
which  the  ^gliah  borrowed  it  not  only 
plied  to  bankers,  ^t  was  confined  to  them ;  and 
it  is  preposterous  in  ns  to  limit  ourselves  to  an 
Engluh  definition  of  a  civil  law  term. 

Upon  this  exposition  of  our  own  constitution, 
and  of  the  civil  law  derivation  of  this  term  Mnk- 
rupt,  I  submit  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  is  not  limited  to  the  English  judicial  or 
statutory  acceptation  of  the  term;  and  so  I 
fini^  the  first  point  which  I  took  in  the  argu- 
ment. The  next  point  is  more  comprehensive, 
and  makes  a  direct  iesne  with  the  propositioa 
of  the  Senator  from  KanaohnsettB,  (Mr.  Wn- 
BTiB.)  His  proporidon  is^  that  we  moet  cmfine 
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onr  bankrapt  legation  to  the  usnal  objects, 
the  usual  subjects,  aod  the  usual  purposes  of 
bankrupt  laws  in  England ;  and  that  currency 
(meaning  paper  money  and  sliin-plasters  of 
coarse)  and  banks  and  banking,  are  not  within 
tiie  acope  of  that  legislation.  I  take  issue,  ur, 
upon  aU  these  points,  and  am  ready  to  go  witii 
the  Senator  to  England,  and  to  contest  them, 
one  by  one,  on  the  evidences  of  En^iidi  histo- 
ry, of  English  statate  law,  and  of  English  jn- 
dicial  decision.  I  say  English;  for  although 
fhe  Senator  did  not  mention  England,  yet  he 
could  mean  nothing  else,  in  his  reference  to  the 
Q3ual  objects,  usual  su^ects,  and  usual  purpcees 
of  bankrupt  laws.  He  could  mean  nothing 
else.  He  mast  mean  the  English  examples  and 
the  English  practice,  or  nothmg ;  and  a»  is  not 
a  person  to  speak,  and  mean  nothing. 

Protesting  against  this  voyage  across  the 
high  seas,  I  nevertheless  will  mi^e  it,  and  will 
af£  the  Senator  on  what  act  oat  of  the  scores 
vhioh  Parliament  had  passed  upon  ttua  snbject 
or  on  what  period,  oat  of  the  five  hunorea 
years  that  she  baa  been  le^slating  apoa  it,  will 
he  fix  for  his  example  1  Or,  whether  he  will 
choose  to  view  the  whole  together;  and.oat  of 
the  vast  chaotic  and  hcterogeneons  mass,  extract 
a  general  power  which  Parliament  possesses, 
and  which  he  proposes  for  our  exemplar  f  For 
myself,  I  am  agreed  to  consider  the  question 
under  the  whole  or  under  either  of  these  as- 
pects, and,  relying  on  the  goodness  of  the  cause, 
expect  a  safe  deliverance  ftom  the  contest,  take 
it  in  any  way. 

And  first,  as  to  the  acts  passed  upon  this  sub- 
ject :  great  Is  their  nomber,  and  most  dissimi- 
kr  their  iH-ovidons.  For  the  first  two  hun- 
dred years^  theee  acts  applied  to  none  hut  aliens, 
and  a  ringle  class  of  aliens,  and  only  for  a 
single  act,  that  of  flying  the  realm  to  avoid 
their  creditors.  Then  they  were  made  to  ap- 
X^y  to  all  debtors,  whether  natives  or  foreigners, 
engaged  in  trade  or  not,  and  took  eff'eet  fbr 
three  acts:  1st.  Flying  the  realm ;  2d.  Keeping 
the  house  to  avoid  creditors ;  3d.  Taking  sauc- 
taary  in  a  church  to  avoid  arrest  For  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  years — to  be  precise,  for 
two  hundred  and  twenty  years — ^bankruptcy 
w  as  only  treated  criminally,  and  directed  against 
tiioee  who  would  not  face  their  creditors,  or 
abide  the  laws  of  the  land ;  and  the  remedies 
against  them  were  not  dvil,  bat  mminal ;  it 
was  not  a  disbibnUon  of  t^ie  efibcta,  but  coi^ 
mIpnDi8hment,to  wit:  impriaomnent  oat- 
lawiy.*  The  statate  o(  EUzabeth  was  the  first 
that  confined  the  law  to  merchants  and  traders, 
took  in  the  nnfortanat«  aa  well  as  the  criminal, 
extended  the  acts  of  bankrnptQy  to  inabillfy  as 


"Wheroaa  dlven  snd  sondrj  persons  enftUf  ttbUIoed 
Into  their  handa  pnt  nbiUBoa  ot  other  mmv  gmda,  do 
Boddealr  Am  to  ptfU  imkMwa,  or  ke«p  their  hMua,  not 
minding  to  pay  or  reaton  to  uf  of  th«tr  creditors,  their 
debts  and  dntlc»,  but  at  thefr  own  wilU  and  own  pl««SBres 
eoDsnmo  the  mbatance  obtained  bj  cradlt  of  other  men,  for 
tbetr  mm  pJaMuiM  and  deU«U  Mat,  ■adart  all  r— iom. 
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well  as  to  dinndination  to  p^,  discriminated 
between  innocent  and  fraudulent  bankruptcy, 
and  gave  to  creditors  the  remedial  right  to  a 
distribution  of  effects.  This  statute  opened  the 
door  to  judicial  constrnction,  and  toe  judges 
went  to  work  to  defllne  by  decisions,  who  were 
traders,  and  what  acts  constltoted  the  ihot,  or 
showed  an  intoit  to  delay  or  to  defrand  orediton. 
In  making  these  decisions,  the  judges  resided 
hi^  enough  to  get  hold  of  royal  companies, 
and  low  enough  to  get  hold  of  shoem^ers; 
the  lattor  upon  the  ground  that  they  bou^t 
the  leather  ont  of  which  they  made  the  shoes; 
and  they  even  had  a  most  learned  consaltsHon 
to  decide  whether  a  man  who  was  a  landlord 
for  dogs,  and  bought  dead  horses  for  his  four- 
legged  boarders,  and  then  sold  the  al^  and 
bones  of  the  horse  carcases  he  had  bought,  was 
not  a  trader  within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  and 
so  sul^ect  to  the  statute  of  bankrupts.  These 
decisions  of  tlie  judges  set  the  Psdiament  to 
work  again  to  preclude  Jadidal  ocmstraetions 
by  Uie  predsi<ai,  negatively  and  affirmatively, 
<^legialatif e  enactment  Bat,  worse  and  worse  I 
Oot  of  the  frying-pan  into  the  fire.  The  mora 
l^^ation  the  more  constniotion;  the  more 
statutes  Parliament  made,  the  more  numerous 
and  more  various  the  judicial  decisions ;  until, 
bendes  merchants  and  traders,  near  forty  other 
descriptions  of  persons  were  included,  and  the 
catalogue  of  bankruptcy  acts,  innooent  or  fraud- 
ulent, is  swelled  to  a  length  which  requires 
whole  pages  to  contun  it.  Among  those  who 
are  now  Included  by  statutory  enactment  in 
England,  leaving  out  the  great  classes  compre- 
hended under  the  names  of  merchants  and  trad- 
ers, are  bankers,  brokM^  factors,  and  sorivoi- 
ers;  insurers  against  perils  by  sea  and  land; 
warehousemen,  wharfingers,  packere,  bidlder% 
carpenters,  shipwrights,  and  victuallers;  keep- 
ers of  inns,  hotels,  taverns,  and  eoffee-honses; 
dyers,  printers,  bleachers,  fullers,  calendarers, 
sellers  of  cattle  or  sheep;  oommisnon  mer- 
chants and  consignoes;  and  the  agents  of  all 
these  olssses.  Theee  are  the  affirmative  defini- 
tions of  the  classes  liable  to  hankmptx^  in. 
England ;  then  come  the  negative ;  and  among 
these  are  fanners,  graziers,  and  common  labor- 
ers for  hire ;  the  receivers  general  of  the  king's 
tazes^  and  members  or  sabscribers  to  any  ui- 
corporated  companies  established  by  diarter  erf 
act  <rf  Parlianrait,  And  among  tiiese  negatiTe 
and  affirmative  exdnsions  and  iudusions,  there 
are  many  classes  which  have  repeatedly  chang- 
ed potituHD,  and  found  themselves  sucoessiv^y 
in  and  out  of  the  bankrupt  code.  Now,  in  all 
this  mass  of  variant  and  contradictory  l^iala- 
tion,  what  part  of  it  will  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  select  for  his  model !  The  Im- 
proved, and  approved  parts,  to  be  sure !  But 
here  a  barrier  presents  itself — an  impsssable 
wall  interposes — a  veto  power  intervenes.  For 
it  so  happens  that  the  improvements  in  the 
i  British  bankrupt  code,  those  parts  of  it  which 
are  considered  best,  and  moat  worthy  of  onr 
1  imitatioDf  are  d  modem  oxi^a^-the  creations 
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of  the  last  fifty  years — aotooUy  made  Binoe 
the  date  of  onr  oonstitation :  and,  therefore, 
not  within  l^e  pale  of  its  porrUw  and  meaning. 
Yea,  sir,  made  dnee  tbe  eetaMishment  of  onr 
eonBdtntlon,  and,  tlterefore,  not  to  be  indnded 
within  its  contemplation,  nnless  this  doctrine 
of  searching  into  British  statutes  for  the  mean- 
ing of  oar  oonstitntion,  is  to  make  lis  search 
forwards  to  the  end  of  the  British  empire,  as 
weQ  as  aearoh  backwards  to  its  be^oning. 
Fact  is,  that  tlie  actual  bankrnpt  code  of  Qreat 
Britain — ^the  one  that  preserves  all  that  is  valn- 
able,  that  consolidates  all  that  Is  preserved,  mi 
improves  all  that  is  improvable,  ia  an  aot  of 
most  recent  date— of  the  reign  of  George  the 
Fourth,  and  not  yet  a  dozen  years  old.  Here, 
t^enf  in  ^ng  back  to  Englaiulfor  a  model,  we 
are  cut  wtmm  her  Imwovunrats  in  fbe  bank- 
rapt  oode,  and  confined  to  take  it  as  it  stood 
ibo  reign  of  the  Fluitagenete,  the  8tn- 
arts,  and  the  earlier  reigns  of  the  Brnnswiok 
sovereigns.  Ttus  shonid  he  a  oonrideration, 
and  samdently  weighty  to  tnm  the  scale  in 
&vor  of  looking  to  onr  own  oonstitation  alone 
for  the  extent  and  dromnsoription  of  onr 
powers. 

Bat  let  ns  continae  this  cUsonssion  upon  prin- 
ciples of  British  example  and  British  legisla- 
tion. We  most  go  to  ^gland  for  one  or  two 
things ;  either  for  a  case  in  point,  to  he  fonnd 
in  some  statute,  or  a  general  ^athority,  to  he 
extracted  from  a  general  practice.  Take  it 
dther  w^,  or  both  ways,  and  I  am  ready  and 
able  to  vindicate,  npon  Brittsh  precedents,  onr 
perfect  right  to  enact  a  bankrupt  law,  limited 
la  its  dppUcation  to  banks  and  bankers.  And 
first,  for  a  case  in  point,  tiiat  is  to  say,  an  Eng- 
lish statute  of  bankruptcy,  limited  to  these 
lords  of  the  purse^trings :  we  have  it  at  once^ 
in  the  first  act  ever  passed  on  the  snlnect — ^the 
-  act  of  the  SOtii  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  tiie 
Tlilrd,  agunst  the  Lombard  Jews.  Everybody 
knows  that  these  Jews  were  bankers,  nsnally 
formed  into  companies,  who,  issuing  from  Ven- 
ice, Milan,  and  other  parts  of  Italy,  spread  over 
the  south  and  west  of  Europe,  during  the  mid- 
dle ages,  and  established  tnemselves  In  every 
connbry  and  city  in  which  the  dawn  of  reviving 
dvlUa^ooi,  and  the  germ  of  returning  indus- 
try, gave  employment  to  mtmey,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  credit  They  came  to  London  as 
early  as  the  thirteenth  century,  and  ^ve  their 
name  to  a  street  which  still  retuns  it,  as  well 
as  it  still  retains  the  partioolar  occupation,  and 
the  peculiar  reputation,  which  the  Lombard 
Jews  established  for  it  The  first  law  against 
bankrupts  ever  passed  in  En^and,  was  againrt 
the  baiudng  company  composed  of  these  Jews, 
and  confined  exclusively  to  them.  It  remained 
in  force  two  hundred  years,  without  any  alter- 
ation whatever,  and  was  nothing  but  the  ap- 
plicatiou  of  tiie  law  of  their  own  country  to 
these  bankers  In  the  country  of  their  sojourn- 
mmt—^tiie  Italian  law,- founded  upon  the  civil 
law,  and  c«ned  in  Italy  ian»  rotto^  broken 
bank.  It  la  ift  direct  reftratoe  to  these  Jews, 


and  this  wplication  of  the  exotic  bankrupt  law 
to  them,  that  Sir  Edward  Ooke,  in  his  insti- 
tutes, takes  ocoarion  to  m  tiiat  both  the  name 
and  the  wickedness  oi  bankruptcy  were  of^ 
fc»e^  origin,  and  had  been  Ivongbt  into  Eng* 
land  from  foreign  parts.  It  was  enacted  under 
the  reign  of  one  of  the  most  glorious  of  the 
English  princes—a  rei^  as  much  distinguished 
for  the  beneficence  of  its  civil  administration  as 
for  the  splendor  of  its  military  achievement*. 
This  act  of  itself  is  a  fall  answer  to  the  whole 
objection  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts. It  shows  that,  even  in  England,  a  bank- 
rupt law  has  been  confined  to  a  ^igle  class  of 
persons,  and  that  class  a  banking  company. 
And  here  I  would  I>e  willing  to  dosemy  neech 
upon  a  compromise — a  compromise  finmoed  in 
reason  aoA  reciprocity,  ud  invested  with  the 
e«^taUe  mantle  ai  a  mutual  oonoea^n.  It  Is 
tMs :  if  we  must  follow  EngtiA  precedents,  let 
us  follow  them  chronologically  and  orderly. 
Let  us  b^^  at  the  beginning,  and  take  them 
AS  they  rise.  Give  me  a  bankrupt  law  for  two 
hundred  years  against  banks  and  oankers;  an^ 
after  that,  make  another  for  merchants  and 
traders. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wkb- 
btzb)  has  emptiatiodly  demanded,  how  the 
bankrupt  power  could  be  fairly  exercised  by 
seizing  on  corporations  and  tumkers,  and  ex- 
cluding all  the  other  usual  suliijects  of  bankrupt 
kws!  I  answer,  by  foUowing  the  example  « 
that  England  to  which  he  has  condncted  ns; 
by  copying  the  act  (tf  the  80th  ctt  Edward  thtU- 
Tfaird;  by  gdng  back  to  that  reign  of  heroism, 
patriotism,  and  wisdom ;  that  rdgu  in  wfaloh 
the  monarch  acquired  as  much  ^ory  from  hia 
domestic  policy  as  from  his  forel^  conquests; 
that  reign  in  which  the  aoquiBition  of  dyers 
and  weavers  from  Flanders,  tne  observance  of 
law  and  Justice  and  the  enoonrag«aent  given 
to  agriculture  and  manofaotores,  conferred  mmre 
iMoefit  upon  the  kingdom,  and  more  glory  up- 
on the  king,  than  the  rolendid  victories  of 
Poietiers,  A^incourt,  and  Oreasy. 

But  the  Senator  may  not  lie  willing  to  yidd 
to  this  example,  this  case  in  point,  drawn  from 
his  own  fountidn,  and  precisely  up  to  the  nip 

Sncy  of  the  ocoa^n.  He  may  want  some- 
Ing  more,  and  he  shall  have  it.  I  will  now 
take  the  question  upon  its  broadest  bottom  and 
ftillest  merits.  I  will  go  to  tfae  question  of 
general  powei^the  point  of  general  authority 
—exemplified  by  the  generm  practice  of  the 
British  Parliament,  for  five  hundred  years,  over 
tfae  whole  sutvject  of  bankmptey.  I  will  try 
the  question  upon  this  basis;  and  here  I  lay 
down  tbe  propontion,  that  this  five  hundred 
years  of  parluonentvy  legislation  on  bank- 
ruptcy establishes  the  point  of  foil  authority  in 
the  British  Parliament  to  act  as  it  ^«ed  <n 
the  entire  sal^ect  of  bankroptcies.  Tlus  Is  mj 
proposition;  and,  when  it  is  proved,  I  Am 
claim  from  tboae  who  carry  me  to  Enpand  for 
antiiority,  the  aame  amoant  of  power  over  the 
aab^  whioh  tiie  British  Pariiament  has  been 
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in  the  habit  of'azeroising.  How,  what  is  the 
extent  of  that  power  I  Happily  for  me,  I,  ^ho 
have  to  speak,  withoot  any  inclioation  for  the 
task ;  still  more  happily  for  those  who  have  to 
hear  me,  peradventure  without  profit  or  pleas- 
nre ;  hu>pily  for  both  parties,  mj  proposition 
is  alrea^  proved,  partly  by  what  I  hare  pre- 
Tiooaly  advanced,  and  fully  by  what  every 
Senator  knows.  I  have  already  shown  the 
praotioe  of  Farliament  npon  this  sabject,  that 
it  has  altered  and  oliaiigeaf  contracted  a^  en- 
larged, pnt  in  and  left  out,  abolished  and  creat- 
ed, predaely  as  it  ^eased.  I  have  already 
•hown,  in  my  rapid  view  d  Engliah  legislation 
on  tins  subject,  that  the  Pariiament  exercised 
idenary  power  and  unlimited  authority  over 
every  branch  of  the  bankrupt  qnestion;  that 
it  confined  the  action  of  the  banxmpt  laws  to 
a  ^pgle  olasB  of  persons,  oi  extended  it  to  many 
claMes;  that  it  was  sometimes  confined  to 
iarugaers,  then  applied  to  natives,  and  that 
now  it  comprehends  natives,  aliens,  denizens, 
and  women ;  that  at  one  time  all  debtors  were 
anUeot  to  it;  then  none  but  merchants  and 
tzwers;  and  now,  besides  merchants  and 
traders,  a  long  list  of  persons  who  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  trade ;  that  at  one  time  bank- 
n^tOT  was  treated  criminally,  and  its  o^tject 
pnidaMd  corporeally,  while  now  It  is  a  remedial 
meamre  for  the  benefit  of  tibe  creditors,  and 
4^  rdief  of  nnfortnnate  debtors ;  and  that  the 
aoti  of  the  debtor  which  may  oonatitote  htm  a 
bankrupt,  have  been  enlarge^  from  three  or 
ibor  glaring  misdeeds,  to  so  long  a  catalogne  of 
actions,  divided  into  the  heads  of  innocent  and 
£nkudalent;  oonstmctive  and  positive;  inten- 
tional and  unintentional ;  voluntary  and  forced ; 
that  none  bat  an  attorney,  with  book  in  hand, 
can  pretend  to  enumerate  them.  All  this  baa 
been  shown ;  and,  from  all  this,  it  is  incontest* 
able  that  Pariiament  can  do  Just  what  it  pleases 
on  the  salgect ;  and,  therefore,  onr  Congresa, 
if  referred  to  Sn^and  ibr  its  powers,  can  do 
Just  what  it  pleasea  also.'  And  thus,  whether 
we  go  by  the  words  of  .our  own  oonstitntion, 
or  by  a  particular  ^cample  in  En^and,  or 
deduce  a  general  authority  from  the  general 
practice  of  that  country,  the  result  is  still  the 
same :  we  have  anthority  to  limit,  if  we  please, 
onr  bankrupt  law  to  the  single  class  of  banks 
and  bankers. 

The  Senator  from  Vassachnsetts  (Mr.  Web- 
enn)  demands  whether  bankrupt  laws  ordi- 
narily extend  to  corporations,  meaning  moneyed 
oorporations.  I  am  free  to  answer  that,  in 
point  of  fact,  they  do  not  But  whyf  because 
they  onght  not  ?  or  because  these  oorporationB 
kave  y^  been  powerAil  enon^,  or  fortunate 
enoogn,  to  keep  their  necks  ovt  <»  that  uooee? 
Oertuiuy  tlie  latter.  It  is  the  power  of  tiiue 
noneyed  oorporationa  in  En^an^  and  their 
fortune  in  our  America,  wlu<ui.  enabling 
to  grasp  all  advantages  on  one  hand,  and 
to  rqndae  idl  penalties  on  the  other,  has  enabled 
thttn  to  obtttn  express  statutory  exemption 
itom  banknipt  liaMitiea  in.Engundi  and  to 
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escape,  thus  far,  from  similar  liabiUdes  in  the 
United  States.  This,  sir,  is  history,  and  not 
invective ;  it  is  fact,  and  not  assertion ;  and  I 
will  speedily  refresh  the  Senator's  memory, 
and  bring  him  to  recollect  why  it  is,  in  point  of 
fact,  that  bankrupt  laws  do  not  usually  extend 
to  these  corporations.  And,  first,  let  us  iook 
to  England,  that  great  exemplar,  whose  evil 
examples  we  are  so  prompt,  whose  good  ones 
we  are  so  tlow,  to  imitate.  Bow  stands  this 

aaestion  of  corporation  nnliabili^  there  t  Bj 
le  J  udioial  constmotion  of  the  statute  (tf  £liza- 
heth,the  partners  in  all  incorporated  ocmpames 
were  held  subject  to  the  bmkmpt  law;  and, 
under  this  construction,  a  commission  of  bank- 
rupt was  issued  against  Sir  John  Wolstenholm^ 
a  gentleman  of  large  fortune,  who  had  advanced 
a  sum  of  mtmey  on  an  adventure  in  the  East 
India  Oompany  s  trade.  The  issue  of  this  com- 
mission was  affirmed  by  the  Court  of  Song's 
Bench ;  but  this  hi^tpened  to  take  place  in  the 
reign  of  Oharles  the  Second— that  reign  during 
which  so  little  is  found  worthy  of  inutation  in 
the  GovOTument  of  Great  Britain— and  inmie- 
diately  two  acts  of  Parliament  were  passed,  one 
to  annul  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Kbig's 
Bench  in  the  case  d  Sir  John  VolstenlHAne^ 
and  the  other  to  prevent  any  anoh  Judgment! 
from  behig  given  in  ftiture.  Here  are  cosiad 
of  tiie  two  acts : 

J'lrat  a^y  to  annvl  the  jtidgnunt, 
"  Whereas  a  verdict  and  judgment  was  had  in  the 
Easter  term  of  the  King's  Bendi,  whereby  ZtAok 
Wolstenhohne,  Inu^t,  and  adventurer  in  the  East 
India  Company,  was  found  liable  to  a  commisgion  vt 
bankrupt  only  for,  and  by  reason  of,  a  share  wfaidi 
be  had  in  the  jdnt  stock  of  SMd  company :  Now, 
&c.,  Be  it  enacted.  That  die  s^  jodRmeot  he  re* 
versed,  annulled,  vacated,  and  tat  nongU  hdd,"  ko, 

Seeondaet,  toprevent  Kudt  judywtentt  in  future. 

'*  That  whereas  diven  noUemen  and  gentlenMm, 
and  persons  of  qnaUty,  no  wijn  bred  im  to  trade,  do 
often  pat  In  neat  itodu  of  money  into  the  Bask  aiSm 
and  Guinea  Company :  Be  it  enacted,  Thai  ne  per- 
sons adventurers  for  patting  in  money  or  menaan* 
dise  into  the  said  companies,  or  for  venturing  or 
managing  the  fishing  trade,  called  the  royal  fidting 
trade,  shill  be  reputed  or  taken  to  be  a  merchant  or 
trader  within  any  statutes  for  batkkrapts." 

Thus,  and  for  these  reasons,  were  chartered 
companies  and  their  members  exempted  from 
the  bankrupt  penalties,  under  the  dissolute  reign 
of  Oharlee  the  Second.  It  was  not  the  power 
of  the  corporations  at  that  time— fw  the  Bank 
of  England  was  not  then  chartered,  and  the 
East  India  Oompany  bad  not  thm  oonquwed 
India^wMoh  oeoadoned  thia  exemi^Mn;  bnt 
it  was  to  fiiTor  the  dignified  charaoters  who 
engaged  in  tiie  trade — noblemen,  gentlemen, 
and  persons  of  quality.  But,  afterwards,  when 
the  Bank  of  En^and  had  beo(»ne  almost  the 
Government  of  England,  and  when  the  East 
India  Oompany  had  acquired  the  dondnions  of 
the  Great  Mogul,  an  act  of  Parliament  expressly 
dedwed  that  no  membar  of  anj  inowptwatea 
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.  oompany,  chartered  by  act  of  Farliament, 
shotud  be  liable  to  become  bankmpt  This  act 
was  passed  ia  the  rei^  of  Geoi^  the  Fourth, 
Then  the  WdKngton  ministrT'  was  In  power, 
taoA  whan  Uberal  piinoipldt  and  human  rights 
Tere  at  tiie  last  gasp.  So  much  for  these  cor- 
poration exo&pwHW  in  England;  and  if  the 
Benator  from  Hassa^iuetta  finds  any  tldiw  in 
snch  instances  vorthy  of  imitation,  let  him 
stand  forth  and  procl^m  it 

Bat,  air,  I  am  not  yet  done  with  my  answer 
■to  this  question :  do  moh  laws  or^narily  extend 
to  corporations  at  alU  I  answer,  most  decid- 
edly, that  they  dot  that  they  apply  in  England 
to  all  the  corporations,  except  those  sp^ally 
excepted  by  the  aot  of  Geoi^  the  Fourth ;  and 
these  ore  few  in  nnmber,  thoagh  great  in  power 
— powerfal,  bnt  few — notiiiiw  bat  nidts  to  myr* 
iau.eompared  to  those  whieo-are  not  eroqited. 
The  woras  of  tiiat  act  are:  "Uember  of,  or 
tahsoriber  to,  any  inewporated  commercial  or 
tn^ilng  oompmies,  estamished  by  charter  act 
of  Paniament"  These  words  cnt  off  at  once 
the  many  ten  thoosand  corporations  in  the 
British  empire  exiatjng  by  prescription,  or  in- 
corporated by  letters  patent  from  the  King ; 
and  tlien  they  eat  off  all  those  even  chartered 
by  act  of  Parliament,  which  are  not  oommeroial 
or  trading  in  their  natore.  This  saVes  bnt  a 
few  out  of  the  hundreds  of  thoosands  of  cor- 
porations which  abound  in  Eoglaud,  Scotland, 
Wales,  and  Irdand.  It  saves,  or  rather  con- 
firms,  the  enanption  <tf  the  Bank  of  England, 
whim  ia  &  trader  In  mon^,  and  it  oonfirms, 
also,  the  exemption  of  tlie  ^^0t  Inclia  Oom- 
pany,  which  is,  in  contemplation  of  law  at  leas^ 
a  commercial  company;  anditsaveaorttcmmts 
a  few  others  deriving  cjiartera  of  incorporation 
from  Parliament ;  bat  it  leaves  sabject  to  the 
law  the  whole  wilderness  of  oorpcn^ions,  of 
which  there  are  thoosands  in  London  alone, 
which  derive  from  prescription  or  letters  pat- 
ent; and  it  also  waves  sabject  to  the  same 
laws  all  the  corporations  created  by  charter  aot 
of  Parliament,  which  are  not  commercial  or 
trading.  The  words  of  the  aot  are  very  pecu- 
liar— "  charter  act  of  ParUament;"  so  that 
corporations  a  general  law,  without  a  special 
chwtOT  act,  are  not  indnded  in  the  exonption. 
This  answer,  added  to  what  has  been  prevmnsly 
said,  most  be  a  sufficient  reply  to  the  Senator's 
qinestion,  whethw  bankmpt  laws  ordinarily 
extend  to  corporations?  Sir,  out  of  the  n^ad 
of  corporations  in  Great  Britain,  the  bankrapt 
law  extends  to  the  whole,  except  some  half 
dozen  ot  dozen. 

60  mnoh  for  the  exemption  Ot  these  corpora- 
tions in  England ;  now  for  onr  America.  We 
never  had  hot  one  bankrapt  law  in  the  United 
States,  and  that  for  the  uiort  period  of  three 
or  foar  years.  It  was  passed  under  the  admin- 
istration of  the  elder  Mr.  Adams,  and  rapealed 
vnder  Mr.  Jefferson.  It  oopied  the  Ej^ish 
acts  inolading  among  the  nljeota  of  bank- 
raptoy,  bankers,  1>^(MEer^  and  ftoton.  Oor- 
poratkms  were  not  Indnded;  and  it  b  probable 
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that  no  question  was  ndsed  about  them,  a&  up 
to  that  time,  their  mimber  was  few,  and  their 
conduct  generally  good.  But,  at  a  later  date, 
the  auMboeiit  tit  a  bankmpt  law  waa  agidn 
attenai^bedinonrGnnereBs;  and,  at  that  period, 
tiie  multiplication  aad  the  misconduct  of  banks 
presented  them  to  the  minds  of  many  as  proper 
subjects  for  theapplicatic»of  the  law;  1  speak 
of  the  bill  of  1827,  brou^t  into  the  Senate, 
and  lost  That  bill,  like  m  previoos  laws  since 
the  time  of  George  II.,  was  made  ^pUoable  to 
Innkers,  brokers,  and  factors.  A  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  (Hr.  Bbutoh)  moved  to  indade 
banking  corporations.  The  motion  was  lo^ 
there  being  bat  twelve  votes  for  it ;  bnt  in  this 
twelve  there  were  some  whose  names  must  carry 
weight  to  any  oanse  to  which  they  are  at- 
tached. The  twdve  were,  Ueasra.  Barton, 
Benton,  Branch,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  HendriAi^ 
Macon,  Noble,  Randolph,  Reed,  Smith  of  Sooth 
Carolina,  and  White.  The  whole  of  the  friends 
of  the  bill,  twenty-one  in  number,  voted  against 
the  proptmtion,  (the  present  CMef  Magjstrato 
in  the  number,)  and  for  the  obvious  reason, 
with  some,  of  not  encumbering  the  measure 
they  were  so  anxious  to  cany,  by  patting  into 
it  a  new  and  untried  provwon.  Ana  thus 
stands  our  own  legislation  on  this  subject  In 
point  of  fact,  Chen,  chartered  corporations  have 
thus  far  escaped  bankmpt  peiulties,  both  in 
England  and  in  oar  America ;  bnt  ought  they 
to  continue  to  escape  f  This  is  the  qoestion— 
this  the  tme  and  miportant  inquiry,  which  ia 
now  to  oocopy  the  puDlic  o^nd. 

The  Soiatbr  from  Haaaaohuaetts  (Itr.  Wxa- 
sna)  says  the  object  of  bankrupt  laws  has  no 
relation  to  ourrem^;  that  their  ol^ect  is  simply 
to  dtstiibute  the  effects  of  insolvent  debtm 
amoDff  thdr  creditors.  80  says  the  Senatw, 
but  wbst  history  t  What  says  the  practice 
of  Great  Britain !  I  will  show  yon  what  it 
says,  and  for  that  purpose  will  read  a  passage 
from  MoOullofa*B  notes  m  Smitii's  Wealtii  ^ 
Nations.  He  s^s : 

"  In  18I4V  IS,  and  *  16,  no  ftwer  than  S40  eomtiy 
banks  stopped  payment,  and  niaety-tvo  Gommlsdons 
of  bankruptcy  were  inued  against  these  establidi- 
ntents,  being  at  the  rate  of  one  oomnuarion  agaloat 
every  seven  and  a  half  of  the  total  number  of  coon- 
try  banks  existing  in  1818." 

Two  hundred  and  forty  stopped  payment  at 

one  dash,  and  ninety-two  subjected  to  oomnds- 
sions  of  bankruptoy.  Th^  were  not  indeed 
chartered  bwoks,  for  there  are  none  such  in 
England,  except  the  Bank  of  England;  buttiiey 
were  legaliced  establishments,  existing  under 
the  first  joint-stock  bank  act  of  1706,  and  they 
were  banks  of  isnie.  Yet  they  w«^  subjected 
to  the  bankrupt  laws,  ninety-two  of  them  in  a 
single  season  of  bank  catalepsy ;  their  broken 
"  promises  to  pay  "  were  taken  out  of  oiroola- 
tion ;  their  doors  dosed ;  thdr  dkeotwa  and 
officers  tnmed  oat;  thdr  whole  eflbots,  real 
and  peraond,  thdr  money,  debts,  books,  pa- 
per, and  eTorj  fhioft  pnt  into  the  haadt  (k  .at*. 
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rignees ;  uoA  to  Aeie  anfgneea,  the  holdos  of 
their  notes  forwarded  their  demauda,  and  were 

Said,  eveiy  one  in  equal  proportion — as  the 
ebta  <tf  the  bank  were  oolleoted,  and  its  efifeots 
ooDvertdd  into  money;  and  this  vithoat  ex- 
pense or  troable  to  any  one  of  them.  Ninety- 
two  banks  in  England  shared  this  fate  in  a 
single  season  of  buik  mortality ;  five  hondred 
more  conld  be  ennmwated  in  other  seasons, 
many  of  them  superior  in  real  capital,  credit, 
and  ciroulatioD,  to  our  fatpous  chartered  banks, 
most  of  which  are  bantm  of  mooDBhine,  bailt 
upon  each  other's  paper,  and  the  whole  ready 
to  fly  aky-high  the  moment  any  one  of  the 
eoDoem  beoomea  si^oiently  inflated  to  burst 
TtM  immedate  effect  of  this  arolication  of  the 
bankrnpt  laws  to  banks  in  Engumd,  is  two-fold ; 
first,  to  sare  the  genval  cnrrenoy  ftom  depredor 
tion,  by  stopping  the  issue  and  drculation  of  ir- 
redesnialde  notes ;  secondly,  to  do  equal  justice 
to  all  creditors,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor, 
present  and  absent,  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan, as  well  as  the  cunning  and  the  powerful, 
tfj  distributing  their  effects  in  proportionate 
amouDta  to  all  who  hold  demaoda.  This  is  the 
<^)eration  of  bankrupt  laws  upon  banks  in  Eng- 
land, and  all  over  the  British  empire ;  and  it 
happens  to  be  the  precise  check  upon  Uie  issue 
of  Broken  bank  piqier,  and  the  ^raoise  remedy 
Ibr  the  itOored  holdera  of  thrir  diahonored 
pwer,  whiwithe  Fresident  reoommends.  Here 
tt  his  recommendation,  listen  to  it : 

the  mean  time.  It  is  our  duty  to  provide  all  the 
teme^es  agdnst  a  deptedated  paper  currenor  which 
the  constttotlon  enaUea  us  to  aflbid.  The  TrMeurj 
Department,  on  Mveral  former  oocadons,  has  Bog- 
■ested  tbe  propriety  and  importance  of  a  oniform 
kw  emwemlng  baukmptdes  of  ocnpontioDB  and 
other  bankers,  ^iroogh  the  iuBtramentality  of  soch 
a  law,  a  salnlary  check  may  doubtless  be  inpoBed  od 
tiie  Iwws  of  p^MT  money,  aud  an  effbctoal  remedy 
gLTen  to  tiia  cidion,  in  a  way  at  onoe  equal  in  aU 
ports  of  tiie  Unimi,  and  fully  anthoriied  by  the  con- 
adtution.'' 

The  Senator  from  KassaohuBetts  says  he 
would  not,  Intentionally,  do'  ii\justioa  to  the 
ICessage  or  its  anihor ;  and  donbtiesa  he  is  not 
conscious  of  violatinfj  that  benevolent  deter- 
mination ;  but  here  is  injustice,  both  to  the 
Kessage  end  to  its  author;  ii^ustice  in  not 
quoting  the  Message  as  it  is,  and  showing  that 
tt  proposes  a  remedy  to  the  citizen,  as  well  aa 
a  check  upon  insolvent  issues ;  ii^ustioe  to  the 
author  in  denying  that  the  object  of  bankrupt 
laws  has  any  relation  to  currency,  when  history 
diows  that  these  laws  are  the  actual  instrument 
fi}r  r^;ulating  and  purifying  the  whole  local 
pwer  currency  of  the  entire  Britiah  empire, 
and  saving  that  country  from  the  frauds,  losses, 
inopoiltioiu,  and  demoralizatioa  of  an  iiredbem- 
«ble  pi^er  mmey. 

The  Senator  from  Maesaohnsetta  says  the 
ol^aot  of  bankrupt  laws  baa  no  relation  to  onr- 
waittj.  If  he  means  hard-mcmey  onrren<)y,  I 
agree  witii  him ;  but  if  he  means  bank  note^ 
M  I  WL  aore  he  does,  then  I  point  him  to  the 


British  bankrupt  code,  which  ^plies  to  eveiy 
bank  of  issue  in  tiie  Britiah  em^e,  except  tm 
Bank  of  England  itself  and  the  few  others, 
four  or  five  in  number,  which  are  incorponUea 
by  charter  acta.  All  the  joint  atook  basks,  all 
the  private  banks,  all  the  baokers  of  England, 
Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland,  are  subject  to  tiie 
law  of  bankmptoy.  Many  of  tiiese  establish- 
menta  are  of  great  oapit^  and  credit;  sqme 
having  hnndreds,  or  even  thousands  of  part- 
ners; and  many  of  them  having  ten,  or  twen- 
1^,  or  tfairfy,  and  some  even  forty  branches.. 
They  are  almost  the  exdosiTQ  famish  era  of  the 
local, and  common  bank-note  cnixency;  tiie 
Bank'  of  England  notes  bdng  ehl^  nsed  ia 
the  great  dtm  £v  large  menantale  ana  Govezn- 
:  tnent  paymmta.  These  Joint^toek  banks,-  ini- 
vate  companies,  and  individnal  bankers  are, 
paotically,  in  the  British  empire  what  the 
local  bonks  are  in  the  United  States.  Thcry 
perform  the  aame  Amotions,  and  differ  in  name 
only ;  not  in  substanoe  nor  in  ocmduct.  They 
have  no  charters,  but  they  have  a  l^iUized 
existence ;  they  are  not  corporations,  but  they 
are  allowed  by  law  to  act  in  a  body ;  they 
furnish  the  actual  paper  currency  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  the  Britiah  empire,  aa 
mudi  so  as  our  local  banks  fomiBh  the  maaa  of 
paper  ourzern^  to  the  pec^le  of  th^  United 
Bt^ea.  Th^  have  had  tweaty-fonr  milticais  ' 
stwliii^  (ooa  hundred  and  twenty  mOUons  of 
ddlars)indron]ati(matonetime;  a  sum  nearly 
equal  to  the  greatest  issue  evor  known  in  the 
United  States,  and  more  than  equal  to  the 
wh(^  hutk-note  circulation  of  the  present  day. 
They  are  all  subject  to  the  law  of  fumkruptcy, 
and  their  twraty-fonr  millions  sterling  of  cur- 
rency along  with  them ;  and  five  hondred  of 
ttiem  liave  been  shut  up  and  wound  up  under 
oommissions  of  banknptcy  in  the  last  forty 
years ;  and  yet  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
informa  ns  that  the  ol^ject  of  'bankrupt  laws 
has  no  relation  to  currency  t 

Bat  it  is  not  neoessaty  to  go  all  the  w^  to 
England  to  find  banlcrupt  laws  having  relation 
to  currency.  The  act  passed  In  our  own  coun- 
try, about  ioTtj  years  agOjUP^^  ^  bankers ; 
■the  bill  bronf^t  into  the  House  of  Bepreaentft- 
tives,  about  fifteen  years  aga  by  a  gentleman 
then,  and  now,  a  Bepresentauve  from  the 
of  Philadelphia,  (Mr.  Seboukt,)  also  applied 
to  bankers;  and  the  bill  brought  into  this 
Senate,  ten  years  ago,  by  a  Senator  from  South 
Oarolina,  not  now  a  member  of  this  body, 
(Greneral  Hatkb,)  still  applied  to  bankers. 
These  bankers,  of  whom  there  were  many  in 
the  Umted  States,  and  of  whom  Girard,  in  the 
East,  and  Yeatman  and  Woods,  in  the  West, 
were  tiie  most  considerable — ^theae  bankers  all 
iasoed  paper  money ;  they  all  iasned  omrenin-. 
The  act,  then,  of  1798,  if  it  had  oontinned  in 
fone^  or  the  two  bills  joat  referred  to,  if  th«y 
had  become  law,  would  have  operated  upon 
these  bankers  and  th^r  banks— -would  havo 
st<^ped  their  issues,  and  put  <h^  establish- 
maitainto  the  handa  of  aaolgneea,  and  dlatrih- 
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vted  their  effaoto  Bmeog  ihw  ext^ton.  This, 
certainlj,  woald  han  baea  hsving  flome  nlatioa 
to  eomnor :  bo  that,  atcd  with  our  limited  es- 
towards  a  banknipt  mtflm,  we  haT«  scaled 
th^Aitwoiks  of  the  haanng  empire;  we  hare 
ItaA  iold  of  bankers,  bat  not  of  builES ;  we  have 
reached  the  bank  of  Girard,  but  not  the  Girard 
baidc ;  we  have  i4>pUed  our  law  to  the  bank  of 
Yeatman  and  Wood&  bat  not  to  the  rabble  of 
pet^  corporations  waioh  have  not  the  tithe  of 
tiieir  capital  and  credit.  We  have  gone  as  far 
as  bankers,  bat  not  as  far  as  banks ;  and  now 
give  me  a  reason  for  the  difference.  GWe  me 
a  reason  wh;*  the  act  <tf  1798,  the  bill  of  Mr. 
ftsouKT,  in  1821,  and  the  bin  of  General 
Hatbb,  in  1897,  shoidd  not  inelnde  banks  as 
well  as  bankm.  They  both  perfonn  the  same 
Amotion — that  of  iasningpa^eorrenoy.  They 
both  iavolTS  the  aune  mischief  when  iboj 
stop  psymoit— that  afflictiiw  flie  ooontiy 
wioi  a  circnlation  of  irredeemable  and  depre- 
oi^ed  p^>er  money.  They  are  botii  oalpable 
in  the  same  mode,  and  in  ^e  same  degree ;  for 
^ey  are  both  violators  of  fheir  "  promises  to 
pay."  They  both  exact  a  geaeral  credit  from 
the  commanily,  and  they  bot^  abase  tiiat  credit. 
They  both  have  creditors,  and  they  both  have 
effects ;  and  these  creditors  have  as  mach  right 
to  a  pro  rata  distribation  of  the  effects  ia  one 
case  as  in  the  other.  Why,  then,  a  distanotion 
in  fjnTor  of  the  bank  t  Is  it  beoaose  corporate 
Kodiea  are  siqierior  to  natnral  bodlea?  beoaose 
arflfldal  bdngs  are  saperior  to  natural  bdngs ! 
or,  rathor,  is  it  not  becanae  corporations  are 
ftsaemUagies  (tf  men,  and  aaBomblages  are  more 
powerftil  than  single  men ;  and,  therefbre,  these 
corporations,  in  aadlti{Hi  to  all  their  vast  priv- 
De^e,  are  also  to  have  the  privilege  of  being 
bukrapt,  and  afiSicting  the  oonntry  with  the 
evils  cf  bankraptt^,  without  themselves  being 
sabjectod  to  the  laws  oi  bankruptoy  t  Be  this 
as  it  may— be  the  caoae  what  it  will — the  decree 
has  gone  forth  for  the  decision  of  the  questi<m 
—for  the  trial  of  1h»  issue — for  the  verdict  and 
jadgment  upon  the  claim  of  the  banks,  Thej 
have  many  privileges  and  exemptions  now,  and 
thciy  have  the  benefit  of  all  lawa  against  the 
.omnmunity.  They  pay  no  taxes ;  the  property 
of  the  atoeUtoldera  IB  not  Bable  for  thcAr  debts ; 
thety  sue  thdr  debtcvs,  sell  I2ie(r  property,  and 

Sot  their  bodies  in  Jul.  They  nave  tlie  priv- 
ege  of  Btaminng  paper  money :  the  privil^e 
itf  toking  interest  upon  double,  timle^  and 
qnadraple  tb«lr  actaal  money.  They  put  up 
and  pat  down  the  price  of  moperty,  labor,  and 
procmoe,  as  they  please.  They  have  the  mo- 
nopoly of  making  the  actual  oarreaoy.  They 
are  strong  enongn  to  sopprees  the  eonstitotional 
money,  and  to  force  thdr  own  paper  upon  the 
oommanity,  and  then  to  redeem  it  or  not  as 
they  please.  And  la  it  to  be  tolen^,  that, 
in  admtion  to  all  theae  privilegea,  and  all  these 
poweni  they  are  to  be  «mnpted  ftom  the  law 
of  banxnqttoyl  the  only  l^w  of  which  they 
are  afraid,  utd  the  only  one  which  oan  protect 
the  country  igafaMt  thdr  insolvoit  issiMe,  and 
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give  a  fair  chance  for  pimnent  to  the  aumoroas 
holdeia  of  th^  vkdateu  "prmnises  to  pay  I  " 
I  have  discuBiedf  Mr.  Prarident,  the  right  of 
OoBgiesa  to  apjdy  a  benknq;)t  law  to  hft"^"g 
eor[h»ation8 ;  1  have  dlsenssed  it  on  the  w(wds 
of  oar  own  constitotion,  on  the  practdoe  of 
England,  and  on  the  general  anthmuy  Par- 
liament; and  on  each  and  every  ground,  as  I 
fully  believe,  vindicated  our  right  to  pass  th« 
law;  The  right  is  dear;  the  ezpecuen<^  ia 
manifest  and  glaring.  Of  all  the  objects  upoq 
the  earth,  banks  of  circnlation  are  the  fittest 
suMects  of  bankrupt  laws.  They  act  in  seoretf 
and  they  exact  a  general  credit  If^obody 
knows  toeir  meana,  yet  everybody  must  trust 
them.  Theysend  weir  "  promisee  to  pay  "  far 
and  near.  Th^  push  them  into  ewrjhodf* 
hands ;  th«y  mue  thenaraaall  to  go  into  snail 
haada—into  the  hands  of  tbe  labwer,  tha 
widow,  the  helpless,  the  igofwant,  Budaenly 
the  hasik  stops  pigment;  all  these  helplesa 
holders  of  th^  notes  are  without  pay,  and 
without  remedy.  A  few  on  the  spot  get  « 
little;  those  at  a  distance  get  nothmg.  For 
each  to  sue,  is  a  vexatious  and  a  losing  borinesB* 
The  only  adequate  remedy — the  only  one  that 
prwnises  anyjnstioe  to  the  body  of  the  com* 
monity,  and  the  helpless  holders  of  small  notes 
the  bankrupt  remedy  of  assignees  to  dis- 
tribato  the  effects.  This  makes  the  real  effeot« 
avfulable.  When  a  bank  stops,  it  has  little  or 
DO  spede^  but  it  htUf  or  ought  to  have,  a  good 
maaa  of  Kdvent  defau.  At  present,  all  these 
debts  are  vnavidlable  to  tb«  communis— tfa^ 

SI  to  a  fow  large  and  fbvwed  credittws ;  and 
ose  who  ate  most  in  need  get  nothing.  But 
a  stronger  view  remains  to  oe  taken  of  thesa 
debts:  the  mass  of  them  are  doe  from  the 
owners  and  managers  of  the  banks — from  the 
preridents,  directors,  cashiers,  stockholder^ 
attorneys;  and  these  people  do  not  make 
themselvea  pay.  They  do  not  sue  tbemselTesL 
nor  protest  thonselves  They  sue  and  protest 
others,  and  aell  out  their  property,  and  p^ 
their  bodies  in  j^;  bat,  as  for  themselves 
who  are  the  main  debtors,  it  is  anotbM  affiiir  t 
They  take  their  tame,  and  nsoaUy  wavtoll  the 
notes  are  heavily  depreciated,  and  then  aqoare 
off  with  a  fow  cents  in  the  dollar!  A  oom- 
miisioa  of  bsnkmpttT^  is  the  mnedy  for  this 
evil ;  assignees  of  we  eflfeots  of  the  bank,  are 
the  persons  to  make  these  owners,  and  manr 
agers,  and  ohief  debtors  to  the  inatiti^uMia,  m^- 
np.  Under  the  bankrupt  law,  every  holder 
of  a  note,  no  matter  how  small  in  amount^  nor 
how  distant  the  holder  may  reside,  on  forward- 
ing the  note  to  audgnees,  will  receive  bis  rat- 
able proportion  of  the  tmok's  effects,  without 
expokse,  and  without  tronUe  to  himsdf.  It  is 
a  most  potent,  a  most  proper,  and  most  oonsti- 
tuttonaf  remedy  against  delinquent  banks.  It 
ia  an  equitable  sihI  a  brave  remedy.  It  does 
honor  to  the  President  who  reonnmended  i^ 
and  is  worlln^  oi  the  saooeasor  <tf  Jaekson. 

Our  ooDstttntaon  contains  three  most  vital 
prohibition  w,  of  wJhioh  the  Federel'Goivenuneat 
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is  the  gaardian  and  the  goAran^,  and  vhklh 
an  sow  pablidr  trodden  under  foot.  "So  State 
ahall  emit  UUs  of  credit;  no  State  shall  make 
Vtj  thing  but  gold  and  nlver  coin  a  tender  in 
payment  of  debte ;  no  State  shall  pass  anj  law 
unpeiring  the  obliMtion  of  eontraota.  No 
State  shul  do  Uiese  uiii^^  So  says  the  oonsti- 
tntion  under  which  we  lire,  and  which  it  is 
the  daty  of  every  citizen  to  protect,  preserve, 
and  defend.  Bat  a  new  power  has  ^rtine  np 
among  OS,  and  has  aunnlled  the  whole  of  these 
prohibitions.  That  new  power  is  the  oligarchy 
of  banks.  It  has  filled  the  whole  land  with 
bills  of  credit ;  for  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  bank  notes,  not  convertible  into  specie, 
are  bills  of  credit  It  has  sappressed  the  oou- 
st^taticmal  oorreiu^,  and  made  depreciated  p^>er 
money  a  forced  toider  In  p^moit  of  every 
debt  It  has  violated  all  its  own  contracts,  and 
oompelled  all  individaals,  and  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  State  Oovemments,  to  violate 
ti^rs,  and  has  obtained  ftom  sovereign  States 
an  express  sanction,  or  a  silent  acquiescence,  in 
this  doable  violation  of  sacred  obligations,  and 
in  this  triple  annulment  of  constitutional  pro- 
hibitions. It  is  our  dnty  to  bring,  or  to  try  to 
bring,  this  new  power  nnder  snbordinatioa  to 
the  Taws  and  the  Government  It  is  our  dnty 
to  go  to  the  BQccor  of  the  constitution— to 
rescne,  if  possible,  these  prohibitions  ftom 
daily,  and  pnblio,  and  permanent  infraction. 
The  application  of  the  bankmpt  law  to  this 
new  power,  is  the  way  to  aflfoot  tMs  Tesciie» 
the  way  to  canae  theae  vital  probiUtions  to  be 
ntpeetbi  and  observed,  and  to  do  it  in  a  way 
to  Mevent  eollifions  between  the  States  and 
the  Federal  Government.  The  prohiUticniB  are 
npoD  the  States ;  it  is  they  who  are  not  to  do 
Ifiese  tilings,  and,  of  course,  are  not  to  authorize 
others  to  do  what  they  cannot  do  themselves. 
The  banks  are  their  delegates  in  this  three-fold 
violation  of  the  constitution ;  and,  in  prooeed- 
ing  agiunst  these  delegates,  we  svciA  oollision 
with  Uie  States. 

It  is  said  that  bankruptcy  Is  a  severe  remedy 
to  *pp^  to  banks.  It  may  be  answered  that 
it  ia  not  nuve  aerere  here  than  hi  England, 
vhen  it  ropliea  to  all  banlci  of  tasae  except 
laie  Bank  or  i^^land,  and  a  ftnr  othars;  and 
It  la  not  more  severe  to  fbem  tiian  It  la  to 
mendumts  and  traders,  and  to  bankers  and 
brokers,  and  all  unincorporated  banks.  Person- 
ally, I  was  disposed  to  make  laive  allowances 
for  tbo  oondaot  of  the  banks.  Our  own  im- 
jmnrldenoe  tempted  them  into  an  expanrion  of 
near  forty  milli(nis,  in  1886  and  18S0,  by  giving 
them  the  nationu  domain  to  bank  upon;  a 
temptation  which  they  had  not  fortitude  to 
resist  and  which  expanded  them  to  near  the 
bnrstang  point  Thm  they  were  driven  almost 
to  a  choice  <Mf  bankraptoy  between  themselves 
and  their  debtors,  by  the  act  whkih  required 
near  forty  ndnions  to  be  distributed  In  masses, 
and  at  brief  Intemla,  among  the  States.  Some 
fid)  urea  were  inevitable  under  these  dronm- 
«tanoea,  and  I  wM  dlipoaad  to  nuke  Uberal 
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aUowaooea  for  them;  bnfc  there  are  three 
things  fbr  which  the  banks  tiave  no  exooae,  and 
which  ahonld  fbmw  weo^  ^S?'^  ^'^"^  dafaBi 
to  fsvor  and  ooufidenoe.  Toeae  things  are, 
first,  the  pditioal  aapeet  which  the  genml  ens- 
pennon  vt  pqrment  was  permitted  to  assoma^ 
and  which  it  still  wears ;  secmidly,  the  isaoe 
and  use  of  sbin-plasters,  and  reftisal  to  pay 
silver-change,  when  there  are  eighty  miUions 
(rf  specie  in  the  country ;  thirdly,  the  refnsal, 
by  the  deposit  banks,  to  pay  out  the  soma 
which  had  oeen  severed  from  the  Treasury,  and 
stood  in  the  names  of  disbursing  officers,  and 
was  actually  dae  to  those  who  were  performing 
work  and  labor,  and  rendering  daily  servioea 
to  the  Government  For  t^ese  three  tlunfp 
tliere  la  no  exenae ;  and,  while  memory  nAtlm 
tht^T  reotdleetion,  tiiere  can  be  no  oonfldenoe 
in  those  who  have  done  them. 

The  Committee  on  the  Jndidaiy,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  President's 
recommendation  for  a  bankmpt  law  against 
banking  institutions,  have  defmed  thdr  report, 
and  moved  to  be  discharged.  I  diall  make  no 
objection  to  the  discharge,  as  legislation  on  this 
sutject  can  be  delayed,  without  material  pr«jn- 
dice  to  any  interest,  until  the  r^nlar  session. 
I  shall  look  for  a  bill  then,  either  with  or 
without  the  inclntion  of  other  elasses;  and 
shall  consider  the  dedeioQ  upon  that  Ull  as 
settUng  the  question  ct  the  rights  oi  the  people^ 
and  the  Bopremacty  of  tiwir  Goveniment,  oa 
one  hand,  uid  <rf  tiie  pretendmu  of  Qie  imika, 
and  their  pwmanent  sapremaqy  over  law^ 
Governments,  constitutions,  and  the  people,  on 
the  other. 

Mr.  GKinBiroEir  replied  to  Mr.  Bdttos,  sign- 
ing against  the  constitutimality  and  policy  of 
the  pn^osed  partial  bankmpt  law,  and  oom* 
menting  on  the  nature  and  causes  oi  the  preeent 
distre^d  condition  of  the  country. 

The  motiim  to  diachai^  the  committee  Vm 
OTCor  one  day. 


TssDAT,  Ootobw  18. 

Fmldmt  ^  ihe  iSmattpro  tm. 

The  YiOB  PusiDXiTX  havine,  at  the  close 
yeeterdagr's  aitting,  stated  to  the  Senate  that  he 
should  not  resnme  the  chair  during  the  present 
session, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election,  by  bal- 
lot of  a  President  «ro  tern. 

If  r.  EiNO,  of  Alabama,  having  reoaved  nearly 
an  the  votes  which  were  ^ven,  was  declared 
duly  elected  President  of  the  Senate  pro  iem. 

Kr.  Kdtg^  on  tak^g  the  chair,  briefly  returned 
his  thanks  to  the  S^ate  for  the  distingaished 
honor  conferred  npon  him.  It  had  often  boon 
his  fortone  to  be  elected  by  the  voioe  of  the 
pe(^  to  distingnidwd  offloea,  bat  this  election 
conferred  mwe  homn-.  as  coming  from  so  ele- 
vated a  body.  The  avw  <tf  the  people  was 
oltea.  obt^ied  withoot  merit  wid  as  often  lost 
withont  &nlt.  ITot  so  was  tt  with  this  id^ 
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evidenoe  of  the  approbation  of  the  SwatcL  for 
whidh  he  ntamti  hie  tbanka.  It  thonld  be 
lui  tSm  and  CBuleavw  to  diadurge  the  ^tles 
Impoaed  npon  him  in  a  manner  BatlBfiwtory  V> 
the  Senate,  and  irith  pwfeet  inqtartiaUty  to 
efevj  Senator. 

law  of  Bankruptcy. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  oonsideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Geundt  to  discharge  the  Jndi- 
oiary  Committee  &om  the  further  conuderation 
of  uiat  part  of  the  PreudeuVs  Hessage  relating 
to  a  bankrupt  la,T. 

Hr.  SouTHABD  spoke  viUi  mnoh  eamestnesa 
agtdost  the  Ezeeutive  reocnnmMidi^onf  and 
ag^HBt  the  constitationalitT'  and  expediency^  of 
an/  banlcrapt  law,  except  in  relation  to  mer- 
chants and  traders,  and  for  the  excluaive  purpose 
of  preventing  ilrand,  and  an  inequitable  diatribn- 
tion  of  the  property  of  baokrnpts ;  dwelling 
at  times  on  the  present  condition  of  the  comi- 
trj,  the  causes  which  led  to  it,  and  the  pros- 
pective  designs  of  the  administration. 

The  question  on  discharging  the  committee 
was  agreed  to. 

KdnuiT,  October  10 
Ae0oummmt. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Kobtbu,  it  vas 
Ordered,  Tbat  a  committee  from  the  Semte  be 


[Ssuza. 

4)pointed  to  Jdn  a  onmnittee  ftom  the  Honae  to  In- 
form  the  Preddent  of  tbe  United  States  that  ^  two 
Honsea  had  completed  the  bnsfaiesB  befbre  them,  and 
were  ready  to  a^oum. 

Messrs.  Gbukdt,  Glat  of  Alabama)  and 
"SosrxLT^  were  appointed  said  ocmuuittee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  ExHT  (^fered  a  reatdnUon  granting  to  the 
Ohaplain  Ot  the  Senate  the  same  oompeuaatim 
for  this  extra  session  as  the  House  had  voted 
to  its  Ohaplain. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Glat,  of  Alabama,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  was  ordered  to  iid'orm 
the  House  that  the  Senate,  baring  finished  the 
bnsiness  before  it,  was  now  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  KoBTBLij  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  upon  the  Pre^deut  of  the 
United  States,  informed  the  Senate  that  aaid 
committee,  having  waited  upon  the  President, 
had  been  informed  by  him  that  he  had  no 
farther  oommnnioation  to  make  the  two  Houses, 
and  that  the  ]^«rident  wished  the  memberai 
individnally  and  ooUecUvdy,  health  and  ]nros- 
peii^. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  hy  Mr.  FsAirELUf,  their  cIot^ 
that  the  House  waa  ready  to  adjourn. 

'Whereapon,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Sum,  tha 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  C01f6RESS.-EXTRA  SESSION. 


iPBOGEEBINChS  AND  DEBATES 

DT 

THE  HOUSE  OF  REPBESENTATIVES 


HoNDAT,  September  4, 1687.  . 
At  tvelve  o^do«k,  the  Hoose  of  Bepmeotv 
tires  was  called  to  order  1^  Mr.  FRABXUir,  tiie 
Clerk  of  the  last  Congrees,  who  read  the  Fresi- 
flent^a  prodamation  ocniTailiig  tiie  preaait  aes- 
rim     OoqgresR.  He  Ihen  ^mwMad  to  oall 


•  LIST  OF  MWMKliilW 

Main*. — Omt^  Kraiu,  Joh^k  Falrfldd,  Itmothjr  J.  Cu- 
ter, F.  O.  J.  Bmlth,  Tbomu  Bftvee,  Joutbaa  dSey,  Jowph 

JTofo  J&wjwMrfc-HBwHwl  Onsbmaa,  JamM  Atrington, 
CSuriu  J.  Athnton,  JoHph  WMks,  Jared  W.  WOllama, 

JfoMaoitaMtt*.— El«hud  Flateheiv  Stophes  0.  FUUIpt, 
Caleb  Onatalng,  William  Famiantar,  Lerl  liuocdn,  0«OTg« 
fiTeaneU,  0«o^  N.  Brigsa,  William  B.  OaUtoDB,  Nathaniel 
K  Borden,  Joha  Q,  Adama,  Jolm  Saad,  WnUam  B.  Haa- 

JOmU  JUoiid^.  Xh  lUUsghaat,  Itobeit  B.  (>aii^^ 

Qwimfliloitf.  TMan  Toiwy.  Saaiiiel  Ingham,  Bllih»  Ha- 
1^,  Thofn  T.  WUttlaaar,  lasnnlot  Fhdpa,  OtU  Holt 

r«nwmt— Hllaod  HaU,  WlUIam  Blade,  Hemaa  Allen, 
Jiaae  Fletcher,  Hotaee  Erantt 

Jftw  Fori:.— Thomas  B.  Jaokaon,  Ahnluun  Taaderreer, 
a  G.  Cambreleng,  EI7  Moore,  Edward  Onrtia,  Ogden  Hoff- 
man, GoTeneiu  Eembte,  Obadlah  Tltna,  Nathaniel  Joaea, 
Joha  a  Brodhead,  Zadook  Fiatt,  Robert  IfClellan,  Henrr 
Tall,  Albert  OaUnp,  Joha  I.  De  Graff,  Darid  BoMell,  Jolia 
Palmar,  Ja&lM  Bpaaear,  Jdm  BdwuA,  Aipbazad  Loo- 
Bdi,  Henry  A.  Foatei^  Abraham  P.  Qraa^  laaao  H.  BronMm, 
JdiB  H.  Praatlaa,  Amaia  J.  Parker,  Joha  a  Clark,  Andreir 
D.  W.  Bmya,  Hiram  Ony,  William  Tajlor,  Beaaatt  Blck- 
nell,  Wnilam  H.  KobUi,  Samuel  Blidaall,  Mark  H.  BlUey, 
John  T.  'Andrews,  Timothy  GhUda,  William  PatteiBtm, 
Luther  a  Peek,  Blehard  P.  Uairln,  HlUaid  Fillmore, 
Charlea  P.  IDtchelL 

.arewJ'erMy^  John  B.  Ayerigg,  Joim  P.  B.  Ifazwall, 
Wmiam  Halated,  JoM^  F.  Sando^  Charias  a  Btmttoa, 
Thomaa  Jmaa  Torln. 

PMHuyleafita.— Lemnel  Painter,  John  Bergeant,  Qootga 
W.  Toland,  Chadea  Haylor,  Eward  Davlec,  David  Fotta,  Jr^ 
Hwaid  DaA^toB,  Jaaob  Fry,  jr,  ICat^  HoRk,  Dartd 


the  names  of  the  members  fK/m  a  rdl  made  i^ 
b  J  himaelf  in  the  usual  maimer. 

The  Honae  prooeeded  to  the  deoUoL  ct  a 
Speaker.    IraaeiL  Hahxb,  UoEbbxas,  and 


D.  Wageaer,  Edward  B.  Hnbley,  Henry  A.  HnUenbeis, 
Luther  Belly,  Henry  Logan,  Daa.  Bheffiu-,  Chariee  VClnrAi 
WlUlam  W.  Potter,  David  PetriUn,  Robert  H.  Humnood, 
Samuel  W.  Horria,  Oharlea  0|^,  Joha  Klingensmlth,  An* 
dnwBatABBaa,  T.  IC  T.  HoKenaoa,  Bldwid  ttddla,  Wm. 
Beat^,  ThomM  ^nry,  AmM  PtmiaB. 
i>eIa«Mr4^(dm  J.  muigBn. 

JfopyhiMl-Jcdm  Deanla,  Jamea  A.  Pearee,  J.  T.  H. 
Woithingtoa,  Ban|aiala  0.  Howard,  Inas  HeKlm,  Wm.  C. 
Johnson,  Fraaeis  Thunaa,  Baaiel  Jaaifer. 

nt^Ma^—Bmrj  A.  Wise,  FmaoU  Hallory,  JohnBobert- 
aon,  Charlea  F.  Ueroer,  John  TaUaferro,  B.  H.  T.  Hontw, 
JamM  OarUnd,  Franeta  E.  Klvea,  Wallor  Colee,  0«orge  (X 
DroBcotdat  Janaa  W.  BonUln,  John  U.  Pattoi^  Jamaa  IL 
Ma#on,  Isaac  B.  Pennybaokn,  Andrew  Beime,  Archibald 
Stuart,  John  W.  Jones,  Bobert  Oralg,  George  V.  H<q)klai, 
Joaeph  Jobnaon,  WUUam  B.  Uorgan. 

JforA  CaroUna.—3eBat  A.  Byann,  Edward  T>.  Btaaley, 
Charies  Bhepard,  James  UcEay,  Ml  T.  Hawklna,  Edmund 
Debarry,  Wm.  Moatgwany,  Ai^  H.  Bbepperd,  Abraham 
Benoher,  Henry  OMuwr,  Jamea  Ocabaa,  Lawla  WDDaiM^ 
Bamnel  T.  Sawyer. 

SinMOareUitai.—B.B.Jjtvnt'Wtdij  Thaapan,  Jalm 
K.  Orifla,  B.  Bamwdl  Bhatt,  FraaoU  W.  FlokoHi,  IT.  K 
Oownoy,  F.  H.  Elmoro,  John  Campbell,  John  P.  Kohaid- 

BOB. 

ffaorVta^Thomas  Glaseoek,  J.  F.  dsToland,  Beaton 
Orantlaad,  Charles  K  Haynea,  Hopkins  Holsey,  Jabei  Jack- 
son, George  W.  Owens,  George  W.  B.  Townes,  W.  0.  Daw- 
ton. 

JflMfaal^pi-Joha  F.  H  OUbome,  B.  J.  Gholaoa. 

XmlMolirj— Joha  Ik  Mnnay,  EOvaid  BanaaTi  ^  ^ 
Garwood,  Bhorrod  WUUama,  Jamea  Harlan,  John  Calbooa, 
Joha  Pope,  Wmi.  J.  Orarea,  Joha  White,  Blohard  Hswea, 
B.  A.  ICealfoe,  John  Chambere,  W.  W.  Sonthgate. 

Z^MsaiaM.— Vm,  B.  Oarteii  A.  llaCldha^  Joa.  L.  WU- 
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JoNKS,  of  Virginia,  were  appointed  tellers ;  and 
reported  the  result  as  follows : 
Total  number  of  votes  224 ;  neoeasary  to  a 
obdoe       -----  118 
For  James  E.  Folk  -      -      -      .  11« 
JolmBea       -      ...  108 
Seattering     .      p      .     .     .  0 

-  So  JamhKFouc  was  declared  to  have  been 
dnlf  deoted  Speaker.  He  was  ocmdnoted  to 
flie  ehi^  b/  luasra.  Lawlkb  and  Owxetb,  when 
he  made  a  bri^  address  of  thanks,  and  was 
then  sworn  in  bj  Mr.  Lewis  Wnxiucs,  the 
senior  member  of  the  House. 

The  Hoose  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
Gerk,  when  Waltkb  S.  Jsankun  received 
146  votes,  SufUKL  Bhoo^  of  Penn^flvanlBf 
48,  and  15  votes  were  cast  for  other  persona. 

So  Waltsb  S.  Fbahklot  was  decuired  dnly 
ohoaen  Olerk. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  WiuiAUSf  of  Noetii  Caro* 
Una,  Uessrs.  Oabb  and  Hubtxb  were  ^^K^ted 
doorke^}ers  to  the  House. 

On  motiw  of  ib.  Ooirsos,  Boderiek  Doney 
vaa  ^pointed  aeraeant-at-anns. 

On  motioB  of  mt.  Oulasd^  of  Vininia,  a 
eonmittee  of  three  was  flf^>dnted  on  &e  ]Hut 
of  the  House  to  join  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  to  wut  on  the  President  of  the 
tJuited  States,  and  inform  l^m  that  a  qnomm 
cf  the  two  Houses  was  assembled,  and  that 
Ooncreas  was  ready  to  receive  any  ocnomuniea- 
timi  he  maj  be  pleased  to  make. 


TnxBDAT,  September  6. 

Ifr.  Gablahd  of  VirgUiia,  from  the  Select 
Joint  CkKumittee  ^pointed  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  StfUes,  and  iufcwTn  him 
that  the  two  Houses  of  Oongrees  were  organ- 
ized, reported  that  the;-  bad  performed  that 
dut;;',  and  that  the  Preddent  would  transmit  a 
Kewage  to  them  in  writing  that  day  st  13 
o'clock. 

A  Message  tn  writing  was  received  fhHU  the 
President  of  the  United  States  by  the  hands 
of  his  private  secretary^  Abraham  van  Boren, 
Esq.   (See  Senate  proceedings.) 

Prinlertofkeffinm. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  FAtrmt^  of  Vlrs^nia,  the 
House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  fat  a  printer  to 
the  House. 

On  the  twelfth  ballot  Thomas  Allm  was 

elected. 


Haiiu,  n.  L.  Tamer,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Joba  Bell,  A, 
P.  Ifsarj,  Junes  K.  Folk,  Ebea.  J.  BUelde,  BIohKrd  Chest- 
lum,  John  W.  Croekett,  Chrtstopher  H.  Wflllsms,  WllUem 
Stono. 

OAfo^Alex.  I>iitKi]i,Tvlor  Wetoker,  Pitriek  Q.  Ooode, 
Tbomas  Oorlrln,  Tbomu  L.  Hsmer,  Cehmy  Morris,  Wm. 
t»T  Bosd,  J.  JUSgwtjf  J<*n  Cbta^,  Bamgm  HHon, 
J.  Alennder,  Jt^  Alex.  Barpw,  !>•  P*  LMdbattar,  Wm.  H 
Hnnter,  John  W.  Alleii,  Elbks  WMtttMBj,  Aatfrsv  hoomU, 
HtlVIm  eWfhr.  Dmnlel  Wftm, 


Fkidat,  September  8. 

Mr.  Beix  announced  to  the  House  the  death 
of  hia  late  colleague,  tiie  Hon.  Jaus  Stah- 
BirsB,  in  tiie  following  terms: 

Mr.  Speaker :  The  melancholy  duty  has  been 
assdgaea  me,  by  my  ooUeapue,  of  annoimdn^ 
to  tiie  Wmm  the  de«th  ohT  <me  <^  our  mem- 
bers. 

Jaksb  Staitderb,  while  on  Ida  Journey  to 
this  place,  in  order  to  enter  upon  his  duties  as 
a  member  of  this  House,  was,  on  the  SOth  of 
last  month,  suddenly  arrested  by  the  hand  of 
the  Great  Destroyer  of  human  existence.  By 
this  unexpected  event,  the  country  is  deprive^ 
at  a  period  of  more  than  common  interest  and 
difficulty,  of  the  services  of  a  most  devoted  and 

Eatriotio  pubUo  servant,  and  this  House  of  an 
onest  and  worthy  m^ber.  My  late  colleague 
WAS  remarkable  n>r  an  eqnanhnltr  oi  temper, 
and  ft  kindnesi  of  feeling,  conlmied  with  a 
Justness  of  pefo^>tion  in  all  the  oonoems 
ma,  at  least  of  ordinary  ooenrrawe,  whid^ 
wilhout  the  advantages  of  early  culture,  or  « 
boolu,  at  mxy  time,  procured  for  him  throu^ 
out  a  lifa  which  was  not  short,  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  numerous  Mends,  and  raised  him  to 
the  rank  of  a  useful  and  meritorious  oitizMi. 
The  same  qualities  of  heart  and  mind,  aided  by 
a  reputation  for  honesty  which  he  nobly  earn- 
ed, and  continued  to  m^tain  by  the  most 
scrupulous  regard  for  truth  and  Justice  in  all 
his  transactions  public  and  private^  caused  him 
to  be  repeated^  chosen  to  the  Legislature  of 
bis  own  State;  of  which  bo^  he  ms  ft nseftil 
and  respected  member.    He  was,  fat  many 

fears,  a  member  of  this,  and  I  am  sura  thiA 
is  quiet  and  unobtrnrive  manuMS— his  punc- 
tual discdiarge  of  all  the  duties  assigned  him, 
in  the  oi^auization  of  the  House,  must  have 
secured  the  req>ect  of  his  associateB.  To  these 
evidences  of  his  worth,  I  might  add,  that  in  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britfdn,  he  approved  him- 
self an  intrepid  soldier.  He  was,  above  mtnt 
men  I  hare  known^  who  have  risen  in  any  de- 
gree into  public  view,  under  similar  circum- 
staocea,  free  from  the  pride  and  vanity  of  mere 
station ;  never  anxious  to  appear  what  he  was 
not ;  content  to  be  dassed  witii  the  oseM  and 
fiidthflil,  he  made  no  pretauitms;  had  oo  aa- 
piratimsbeyoid  his  real  deevts.  If  therefore, 
my  lamented  ooOeasne  eannot  be  said  to  have 
posjwased  any  of  uose  ahinlng  endowments 
which  are  required  to  make  a  figure  in  this 


ZouMana^'OmTj  Johaioii,  Eleaur  W.  Blpley,  Blot 
OmrUnd. 

AMfiofM.— BetlUr  Boon,  John  Siring,  WllUun  GiBham, 
Geo.  H.  Dnao,  Jai.  Baridea,  Wm.  Henod,  Albert  8.  Wbite. 

nUnoU^A.  W.  Bn^der,  ^dook  CeMT,  WiUlMa  L.  M^. 

Alabama.— Dbeua  H.  DswH  FiwhU  8.  L)^  Bnbta 
Caupnun,  Joab  Xawler,  JeAw  L.  UmIIb. 

JOMOMrC-Albert  Q.  Hirry— ,  John  Mmn: 

.AnbuMiM.— AiAltwld  TelL 

JM^oik^lMa  K.  Onir. 
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HoQse,  which  strike  our  fanc^r,  or  command  oar 
admiratioD,  he  might  etill  jostly  \aj  claim  to 
other  and  humbler  attribates,  which,  upon  the 
whole,  orautitate  a  character  of  solid  merit,  and 
often  one  of  more  endnring  iame ;  and  that  the 
doe  and  usual  tribute  of  respect  be  paid  to  his 
memoir,  hj  this  House.  I  move  you,  ur,  the 
resolubou.  which  I  hidd  in  mj  hand : 

Snotyei,  That  ■■  a  tflstimm;  of  respect  for  the 
memory  (tf  the  deoeued,  the  mecaben  of  thia  House 
will  go  into  mourning  by  wearing  oripe  on  the  left 
am  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolnticn  was  nnanimotisly  adopted. 
Mr.  Bell  then  moved  tiiat  the  Honse  ad- 
journ. 

And  it  acyoomed  accordingly. 


IfosttAT,  Septembw  11.  ■ 

Payment  of  i^>eeie  to  ^embert  of  Congrm. 

The  resolution  offered  on  Thursday  last  by 
Kr.  BiDDU^  of  Femuylvania,  and  lying  on  the 
^>eak«r*s  taUe,  havfaig  been  again  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

**  Retotwd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
port to  this  Honse  iriiadier  a  letter,  pnipertiiw  to  be- 
addieased  by  Um  to  die  Olerk  at  vbo  Honse  <tf  BefH 
lesmtadres,  offiring  payment  in  specie  to  ma&ben 
ofCongreaa,  isanthentie;  if  so,  to  what  otbw  chdm- 
ants  on.  the  Treasury  a  nmilac  offer  has  been  made, 
and  -irbat  principle  of  disorimioaUon,  if  any,  has  been 
adopted  in  the  medium  of  paTment  to-  the  public 
awtora."    .  . 

The  resolution^  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Bbu,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  following 
Teeclaticai ;  which  liea  for  consideration  one 
daj: 

Re^olmd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  be 
<&eot«d,  ^ritk  Utde  delay  aa  posiible,  to  ceaununl- 
fl^  to  tUs  Hoase  Hie  amount  of  the  ^qmqniatioBS 
of  the  past  and  preaent  year  remaining  nnei^tended: 
the  amount  required  to  fulfil  aU,exiatiiig  engagemrats 
contracted  prior  to  the  1st  da;  <^  June  last,  and  all 
existing  engagements  conbracted  dnce  that  time. 
AIbo,  ue  amount  of  mone^B  drawn  fivm  the  Treas- 
ury and  placed  In  the  bands  o(  disbonlng  officers  or 
agenta  on  the  1st  da;  of  Hay  last,  and  at  the  present 
time.  And  tliat  be  also  report  what  objects  of  public 
expendititfe  con,' with  the  least  Itnniy  to  the  public 
aerriee,  be  either  lAolly  diqtensea  with  daring  the 
present  year,  or  have  any  m^orlai  icdnction. 

S^erenee  of  the  Mmage  and  S^ort. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oaubbeleno,  the  Message 
of  the  President  to  Congress  was  then  taken 
up,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and  the  House  went 
thereon  into  committee,  Kr.  J.  Q.  Adams  in  the 
ohalr. 

Mr.  OAHBBELESa  introduoed  two  resolutJons, 

as  follows : 

1.  Jitaolmlf  That  so  mndi  of  the  Preaidait^  Ifes- 
ssgeasrdatei  to  the  flniuMM  of  tte  oonntry,  be  re- 
ftned  to  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Keans. 

a.  BuoM,  That  so  much  of  the  rinnhtsiilli  Mee- 
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sage  aa  relates  to  a  bankrupt  law,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judidary, 

The  resolntions  were  seTerally  agreed  to; 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  them  to  the 
Honse,  and  they  were  concurred  in. 

Mr,  CAMBBBimra  submitted  .the  fi^owing 
resolution,  wUioh  was  agreed  to : 

Haolved,  Thai  so  modi  of  the  moEt  a£  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  state  of  the  finances,  as 
relates  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans;  and  that  so 
much  of  sdd  r«Mrt  ss  relates  to  a  butbupt  law  be 
refeired  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndidaiy. 

BvHnm  for  the  Semion. 

Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smitk,  of  Maine,  aatd  that  lie 
.wished  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  HoiHe  as 
to  what  was  to  be  the  borinees  ^  the  aesrion 
befbre  it ;  and  asked  leare  to  introdnoe  a  reso- 
lution. Leave  was  given,  and  the  ibUowlng 
resolutiwi  was  introduoed : 

Retotved,  That  the  action  of  the  several  stau&g' 
committees  of  tlus  House,  on  all  matters  not  em- 
braced by  the  Heesage  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  the  two  Houses  of  Coi^ress,'  communicated 
on  the  second  day  of  the  •current  seerion,  be  sns- 
pended  until  the  oonunenoement  of  the  unnal  8efr^ 
akn  of  Congress  fp  December  next,  and  tluA  ttia 
oonddenlimi  of  patjtimis  on  sneh  su^ended  nat- 
tMs  be  alsa^postpmied  to  the  period  above  qiec^ed.** 

Mr.  'WiLiiUfS,  ut  Kwth  Oaroltna,  ineTed  to 

postpone  tiie  resolation  until  Wednesday. 

[AAer  a  ddwte,  hi  whieb  Keasn.  "Smith,  WhiG* 
tlesey,  Bdl,  Oamlveleng,  and        lot^  a  part,] 

The  motion  to  postpOoe  was  r^eoted. 

Ifir.  Oarlasd.  (tf  Yirgtnia,  moved  to  resdhd 
the  reeoldtion,  ay  Inserting  with  the  excep- 
tion of  private  hnstneas.**  There  was  no  rea- 
son, he  said,  why  the  private  hills  whidi  had 
been  hanging  here  for  years,  ahonid  not  be  act- 
ed on,  in  the  intervals  time^.when  the  Hooae 
was  not  otherwise  annoyed.  The  amendment 
was' lost 

The  original  reeolntion  was  agreed  to. 


TusaoAT,  September  13. 

Untrtk  XmtalmentBiU. 
Mr.  CABCBBKUisa,  on  leave^  from  Hie  Com- 
mittee of  Wan  and  JCeana,  reported  I2ie  fi^ow- 
ing  bill: 

A  bill  to  pee^nne  tiie  Anufli  Instahaent  of  deporit 

with  the  States. 
it  enacted  b«  tfu  Senate  and  Houte  of  Rem*- 
tentativet  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Von- 
ffreee  auembled,  That  the  tran^r  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment of  the  depouts  directed  to  be  made  irith 
the  States  under  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act 
of  June  28,  1880,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
postponed  until  further  provision  by  law. 

Mr.  Oaubulkvo  would  merely  mention  fiv 
the  inlbrmatioii  of  the  Honse^  that  that  waa  the 
only  bill  tiw  committee  cotdd  »«cw  upon  at  tiila 
nuffning's  aeadfrn.   There  woold,  probaUT'i  tw 
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two  other  bills  reqniriag  the  most  urgent  action 
of  the  House  to-morrov  morning. 

The  above  bill  was  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Vhde  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  Honse  theo,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Gablur^ 
of  Virf^ma,  went  into  the  election  of  a  Chap- 
lain. 

On  the  second  ballot,  Bev.  Hr.  Toston  re- 
ceived 185  votes,  which  being  a  majorij^  of 
the  whole,  he  was  declared  daly  elected  Cn^ 
Uu  to  the  HoDscw 


WsDinaDAT,  September  18, 
Ordfir  <^  JButhm^ 

The  SpEAKKK  stated  that,  having  considered 
the  extent  of  the  resolntion  adopted  bj  the 
House  on  Uondaj,  tonching  -the  oonrse  of  its 
business,  and  compared  it  ^itfa  the  16th  rate 
of  order,  which  requires  the  oaUing  for  peti- 
tions, h£  had  been  constrained  to.  come  to  the 
conclosion  that  it  was  his  duty,  under  that  rule, 
to  call  the  House,  by  States,'  for  petitions ;  but 
that,  if  any  shonn  be  presented  which  had  no 
immediate  relotioa  to  the  special  sabjects  re- 
commended in  the  President's  Message  to  the 
attention  of  Congress,  at  Its  present  s^od,  the 
Honae  oould.entor  into  no  action  ponoeming 
Vtivai,  Imt  thai,  they  must,  as  of  course,  lie.  on 
the  table*  until  the  period  of  &e  r^ohv  eesuon 
on  t^e  first  Honday  of  ' Decemher  next. 

Undw.  thb  det^dn^  the  States  vere  'titere- 
Tipon  oaQed  on  for  petitions,  and  a  yeiy  few 
wm  presanted,  Thicn  had.no.  reference  to  (he 
corren<y;  while  a  pumher  Were  <^ered  ^hioh 
did  relate  to  that  snbject,  and  the  prayer  of 
which  was  -either  in  favor  of,  or  adverse  to,  the 
establishment  of  a  national  bank;  ftud  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  and 
Keans ;  several  6f  them  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Ur.  OAHBBSLEifo,  irom  the  Committee  of 
"Wuys  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  antiiorize 
tlio  issuing  of  Treftsury  notes. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  <tf  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Tha  Vnited  States^  Mexico,  and  Texas, 
The  following  resolntion,  moved  yesterday 
*fcy  Ur.  Adaiib,  was  read,  viz : 

Reaolved,  That  the  Fresideiit  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  commimicate  to  this  House,  so  ftr  oa 
may  be  conristent  with  tiie  public  Interest,  all  the 
correnMndcnce  between  the  Government  of  the 
'United  States  and  that  of  Uexico,  concerning  the 
boundary  between  them,  and  particnlari;  conc^nlng 
any  proposition  for  a  oession  of  territory  belonging 
to  the  Mexican  confederation  to  the  Cmted  Sti^ ; 
and  rIso  all  correapondenoe  relating  thereto  between 
the  Department  of  State  and  the  dipkmutio  represent- 
atives of  the  United  Btatei  b  Meileo,  tad  of  tin 


-  [H.OFB. 

said  Department  with  those  of  the  Mexican  Bepublic, 
accredited  to  the  Clovemment  of  the  United  ^tea, 

Kr.  Adaus  observed  that,  as  this  was  merely 
a  call  for  information,  if  no  opposition  shoold 
be  loade  to  its  adoption,  he  should  content  him- 
self vrith  simply  asking  a  vote  of  the  House 
upon  it,  without  accompanying  it  with  any  re- 
marks. 

Hr.  HowABD  (chairman  of  the  Oommittae  on 
Foreign  Relations)  said  tha^  If  the  geotlemaD 
from  iCaseachusetta  wished  for  this  correapond- 
enoe mere^  tiiat  It  might  be  printed  and  thrown 
before  the  Honse  aad  the  ooontry,  he  should 
make  no  (^osCtiqa  to  the  call ;  but  if  it  was 
his  intention  to  move  for  its  reference  to  a 
committee,  in  violation  of  the  plan  which  had 
been  chalked  out  by  t^e  House  for  the  course 
of  its  business  at  the  present  session,  he  should 
certainly  oppose  the  adopUon  of  the  resolntion. 
In  the  meanwhile,  he  hoped  to  be  permitted 
to  add  a  word  or  two  in  reference  to  the  first 
of  the  resolutions.  He  would  sn^ieat  whether 
the  House,  by  merely  passing  a  nlent  vote 
adopting  the  resolution,  might  not  find  itself  to 
have  established  a  precedent  which  might 
hereafter  prove  inoonveiUent  He  did  not 
exactly  comprehend  what  the  object  of  the 
honorable  gentlemau  could  be  in  going  beck  to 
the  old  qnw4don  of  our  Uexioan  Isoundary.  nov 
that  an  intermediate  province  had  been  inter- 
posed between  us  and  Mexico.  Ko  donbt  .'On 
gentleman' had  good  reasons,  whidt  ifotd.d  i^h 
pearln  due  time. 

ySi.  Adams  eald  it  was.  not  his  iaientton  to 
bring  the  subject  of  our  relations  with  Mexico 
into  discnsrion  at  this  time ;  but  merely  to  ob- 
tain the  information  eaUed  fbr  in  the  res<datioiL 
and  have  it  printed  toe  the  use  of  the  Honse  ana 
of  the  nation. 

The  Testation  was,  withoat  debate,  agreed 
to. 

The  fidlowhig  reaolutioa,  elso  moved-  yester- 
day by  Mr.  AdIms,  was  "read,  vix  r 

Rnolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sfiotei 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  whether 
any  proportion  has  been  nutde  on  the  part  of  the 
Bepublic  of  Texas  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  for  the  annexation  of  the  said  Republic  of 
Texas  to  this  Union,  and  if  such  propoeition  has. 
been  made,  what  answer  has  been  returned,  and  all 
correqxmdenoe  whUdi  has  token  place  relating  tiiere- 
to. 

Mr.  WisB  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
resolution ;  his  reason  was  that  he  was  in  pos- 
session of  information  from  a  high  source,  and 
on  which  he  could  explicitly,  posiUvely  rely, 
that  the  correspondence  referred  to  was  not  in 
a  condition  to  be  made  public,  and  that  it  might 
be  hynriona  to  lite  puhuo  interest  should  it  now 
be  disdosed. 

Mr.  Hatnes  suggested  to  the  mover  to  modify 
his  resolntion  by  ^e  annexation  of  the  ordinary 
qualifying  clause,  "  if  the  commonioation  of  the 
same  shall,  in  his  opiniim,  be  oonsisteiit  with 
thepiadioiata!«Bt." 
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H.  or  B.^ 

ICr.  HATina^  amaidmeiit  preToQedt  and  the 
reKdotion  thas  anuoidecl,  wm  Adt^ted. 


Thdicsdjit,  September  14. 
JSrtentim  qfMerchantf  £ond$.  * 

ICr.  OAKwauara,  fimn  the  Oommittee  of 
'Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  anOiorinng  a 
fttrtber  postponemoit  of  the  p^nuirt  of  duty 
bonds  and  for  other  pnrpoBea, 

Beftrced  to  the  OraBmlttee  of  and 
Heana. 


I^AT,  September  IS. 

ICr.  LiNooLK  said  that  he  bad  been  charged 
with  the  oare  and  presentation  of  nnmeroos 
memoriala,  sabBOribed  by  more  than  three 
thMwand  of  Us  immediate  oonstitaeuts,  remon- 
strating in  the  most  earnest  manner  Mainst 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  Statea 
and  more  eqwdallj  i^falnst  the  admis^n  of 
tiiat  country  into  the  federal  Union.  After 
the  resolotion  adoped  hj  the  Hoaso,  wbioh  re- 
stricted the  actioo  of  the  session  to  the  sabjeots 
erabraoed  in  the  Preudent's  Uesaage,  be  had 
intended  to  have  retained  these  memorials  in 
his  possesion,  nntil  the  oooasion  offered  for  the 
eonaidwati<m  of  the  sabjeet  to  wbioh  tbej  re- 
late. Bat  the  extraordmary  debate  to  which 
the  BR^position  of  his  honorable  coUeagoe  (the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Adahb,  asMng  mfbrma- 
tion  from  tiie  Prendent)  had  snbaeqamUy 
^v«a  rise,  made  it  his  doty,  as  he  deemed,  to 
present,  withont  ftuibor  delay,  these  expres- 
tixmw  of  the  amtiments  of  bis  oonstitiients.  In 
mniofft  as  he  sboold  be  ooDstrwned  to  do,  nn< 
dw  resolution  of  the  Hoase,  that  the  me- 
morials be  laid  apon  the  table,  he  begged  leave 
to  give  notice  that  he  should  call  them  up  for 
consideration  whenever  any  proposition  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  ^oold 
eiuage  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Ur.  Lincoln  then  presented  sundry  other  pe- 
titions, remonstrating  against  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  which  were  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  same  course  was  taken  with  a  large 
nmnber  more,  of  a  similar  tenor,  presented  by 
lEr.  BBie«i,  Hr.  EvsaRr,  and  ouer  gentlemen 
from  the  western  as  weQ  as  the  Eastern  States. 

Hr.  Anuis  presented  a  memorial  pr^ng 
for  retrenchment  and  reform,  (a  langb.)  He 
■dd  he  had  been  aware  that  these  woras  would 
oooa^on  only  a  nniversal  sfaont  of  laughter  in 
the  Honsev  but  he  had  held  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
present  the  memorial,  because  it  ocmtained-  one 
snggwtioD,  that  the  House  should  reduce  the 
pay  of  its  members  from  $8  to  $i  per  diem. 
He  could  not  reconcile  it  to  his  conscience  to 
withhold  Buoh  a  petition  from  the  House  a 
aiui^e  day  longer.   (A  laugh.) 

.Regulation  of  Government  JUeeiv«n. 
Mr.  Oambbxlkko,  from  ttie  Oommittee  of 
'Ways  aiid  Means,  pepwted  a.bUl  impoaingaddi- 


tional  dnties  as  dcpodtoriei^  in  certidn  cases,  on 

pnblio  officers. 

The  bill  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

"iix.  Cahbbbleno,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  farther  a  bill  "  adjusting  the  remain- 
ing diums  on  the  late  depodt  banks,"  which 
received  the  same  reference  and  order. 

P^lic  Eaptnditwet. 

The  Speaker  laid  befive  the  House  a  eom- 
monioation  from  the  Secretary  Of  tiie  Treasniy, 
in  comi^anee  with  ft  resolution  the  House 
of  the  11th  instant,  calling  upon  him  to  report 
the  unount  of  appropriotttHis  ttf  the  past  and 
present  years  remaining  unexpended;  the 
amoont  required  to  fulfil  existing  en(»gemeots, 
contracted  prior  to  the  first  day  of  June  last ; 
the  exitting  engagements  since  that  time ;  the 
amoont  of  money  drawn  from  the  Treasury, 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  disbnrung  officers 
since  the  first  day  of  May  last;  and  what  ob- 
jects of  public  expenditure  can,  with  the  least 
injury  to  the  pubho  service,  be  dispensed  w^h. 

The  c(namanicati<m  was  as  follows : 

Slumber  14, 1837. 

Sir  :  This  rcfiort  is  sabmlttea  La  compUanco  vidi 
the  feUowing  resolution,  pftBsed  on  the  lltb  instant : 

'*  Re9ohM^  Hut  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed,  with  as  lltUe  delay  as  posBible,  to  cCmnmni- 
cate  to  this  House  the  amount  of  the  ai^ropriat!ons 
of  the  past  and  present  years  renaming  unexpended ; 
the  amount  required  to  ftilfil  all  eusthig  eag^^enta 
contracted  prior  to  the  first  day  of  June  last,  and  aH 
existing  engagements  contracted  rinoe  ttatlmie;  also 
tte  amount  of  money  drawn  ttam  the  ^tvamrj  and 
I^aoed  in  the  lunds  of  disbtusing  officers  or  asesta 
OD  the  first  day  of  Hay  last  and  at  the  preauit  time ; 
and  that  he  also  report  what  ofe[}ects  of  pi^lio  ex- 
penditure can,  with  the  lewt  iiyary  to  the  pnUic  set^ 
vice,  be  either  wholly  dlspoised  wUi  during  the 
present  year,  or  bear  any  material  redaction.'' 

The  tslwii*''  statement  annexed  ihowa,  as  deshed, 
"  the  amount  of  the  qqnopriations  of  the  past  and 
present  years  remaining  unexpended"  to  be  |ffi4,OT8,- 
289  87.  (A.)  .  . 

In  reply  to  the  Inquiry  as  to  *'  the  araoont  <tf 
money  ^wn  from  tiie  Treasury,  and  placed  bi  the 
hands  of  didwring  officers  or  agents  on  the  first  day 
of  Hay  last,  and  at  the  present  time,"  I  would  state 
that  at  the  former  paiod  U  aiqMaia  to  bare  been 
tS,8M,0S>  »6,  and  at  the  latter  $5,049,640  7&  It 
may  be  nsefid  to  add  that  both  gmns  are  mntdi  larger 
than  they  would  otherwise  be,  in  consequence  of  the 
Unusual  amount  of  deposits  by  officers  of  the  mint. 

In  relatioa  to  *'  what  ottfects  of  publie  expenditure 
can,  with  the  least  iqjufy  to  the  public  eervice,  bo' 
riAer  wholly  dispensed  with  during  the  present  year, 
of  bear  any  material  reduction,"  I  would  observe 
that  a  minute  and  critical  examination  on  this  point 
was  histituted  in  Hay  last  by  this  Department  The 
result  of  it  was,  that  enough  of  It  could  and  wo^lld 
be  postponed  till  next  year,  to  amount  to  about 
915,000,000. 

Conseiquently,  the  expenditures  during  the  present 
year  were  estimated  in  my  recent  report  upon  that 
baais,  after  every  delay  of  them  whida  the  public  m- 
terest  ipay.peinut.  It  is  tberq^  ejected  that,  of 


Digitized  by 


DEBASES  OF  OONGBBSa 


405 


SBTBoma,  1887.] 

the  ontatandfaig  lopropAttioai  ikw  exceeding  |34,- 
000,000,  not  much  over  $9,000,000  will  necenarily 
be  required  to  be  expended  dnring  the  leddoe  of  the 

Since  the  reaalation  pused,  fiirther  Inquiries  on 
thia  point  were  instituted  in  connection  with  the 
otbw  depvtmente  of  the  GOTemmeDt ;  bat  the  re- 
mit hu  not  beoi  esMntiiJljr  wied  tnxa  that  to  which 
the  Dqwrtmeut  wrired  iMt  Bprtng.  The  perticukr 
beads  of  ^jproprlations,  that  it  is  supposed  need  not, 
and  will  not,  be  expended  in  full  daring  the  Tear, 
and  tiie  amoonts  oiulw  eedi,  are  jerj  nomeroua  and 
diflBcult  to  be  prepared,  bat  if  desired  will  be  Bub- 
znitted  hereafter  irith  as  little  delay  as  prwticaUe. 

The  CRdr  remaininc  inqnirj  is  *^tbe  amomit  re- 
qidndtofulfll  all  eurtlng  enngementi c<Hitnu^ 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  June  urt,  and  all  existing 
oongements  contracted  since  that  time." 

Ewh  Depfertment  has  been  requested  to  ftinush  a 
statement  of  this  subject  as  eariy  as  It  can  be  com- 

Sleted.  But  some  delay  b^ng  unaroidable,  it  has, 
I  tiw  meut  tfane,  beat  deemed  adTisaUe  to  nlBnit 
Immediately  the  wiwer  to  the  other  portions  of  the 
resolution. 

Those  statements  will  be  msde  as  oomprebendre 
as  possible,  but  can,  of  coarse,  relate  to  only  a  Hoall 
of  the  whole  ^^rcqjriations  of  Congreea,  which  it 
been,  and  will  be,  neoessair  to  expend  during 
the  year.  All  salaries  of  Judicial,  ExecntiTtt,  or 
other  olBoers;  the  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse ; 
Am  pay  and  snbsistcnee  in  both  the  anny  and  nary ; 
•llpenrions;  all  Indian  annuities;  all  private  bills 
wfaidi  bare  passed ;  nuuiy  miscellaneous  appropria* 
ti<Hi8,  wjth  several  o^her  items,  stand  independent  of 
any  q>ecial  engagements  or  contracts  made  any 
public  officer,  and  cannot,  therefore,  enter  Into  this . 
computation.   BeqwctAilly,  yours, 

livi  W00DBT7BT, 
Bearetarj/^  the  IVvatwy. 
Hon.  J.  K.  Folk,  jG^MJbcr  it  j£ 


TmsMT,  September  19. 

Ifr.  Asm  aaked  leave  to  ofBst  the  fi^knring 
TCBolatiw,  which  was  yeaterdaj  nded  out  <n 
order  by  the  CSiair: 

Betohtdt  That  die  power  of  tanexlng  the  pet^Ie 
of  any  independent  (brdgn  State  to  this  Union,  is  a 

B>wer  not  delegated  by  the  Ccmstitution  of  tiie 
nited  States  to  their  Congiees,  <ff  to  any  DqMitDMiit 
of  th^  GoTermnent,  but  reserred  to  ue  peofde. 

Mr.  Hakkr  objecting, 

Mr.  Adams  moved  that  the  rales  be  suspended 
for  iiiA  purpose  of  enabUng  him  to  introdaoe 
the  resolution ;  but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  Btates  being  then  again  called  m  Order , 
for  the  offering  oi  resolutions,  and  KasBachu- 
•etta  having  been  called,  Mr.  Ai>aii8  again 
oSanA  the  aame  resolntloii,  and  moved  that  it 
Ue  tm  the  table ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Florida  War. 

Mr.  Wise  offered  tike  following  reaolution : 

Rttolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appcrinted, 
by  ballot,  to  inquire  into  the  cansea  Ot  the  eztraordi- 
utfy  delays  and  falhirea,  a&d'tbe  enormous  expendi- 
tures, iriiic^  have  attended  ttte  iMiaontioii  of  the 
war  against  the  Indians  in  VloiMa^  that  Slid  eon- 

Tou  xm^-w 


[H.  or  S. 

mlttee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers^ 
and  that  It  Imve  power  to  dt  in  the  recess,  and  that 
it  make  report  at  the  next  session  of  Congvesa. 

Mr.  Oambrblmno  inquired  why  it  was  pro- 
posed that  the  committee  should  idt  during  the 
recess! 

Mr.  Wisx  B^d  that  the  reason  most  be  ob- 
vious. The  committee  could  not  even  com- 
mence its  labors  before  then;  and  there  was 
Uttie  use  in  raising  the  committee,  if  its  labors 
were  to  be  confin^  to  the  a^oumment  oi  tiie 
present  session  of  Congress.  It  was  most  ex- 
b-Bordinaiy  that  two  major-generals  employed 
in  this  war  had  been  soooeasively  arraigned  and 
tried  by  eoarta-martial,  whole  toe  only  saooeBa* 
fol  oaounander,  Oeaeral  Olinch,  when  called  as 
a  witness  in  tiie  trial,  shonld  have  testified  that 
no  commanding  general  or  subordinate  officer 
was  blame-worthy  for  the  failure  of  the  cam- 
paigns, bat  that  the  blame  lay  at  the  door  of 
the  War  Department.  In  reply,  the  world  had 
seen  a  labored  defence  from  the  late  Secretary 
of  War,  General  Cass ;  it  saw  the  war  still  rag- 
ing ;  and  it  was  but  yesterday  that,  in  the  midst 
of  tiie  general  distress  of  the  country,  with  a 
bankrupt  Treasury,  (bankrupt  with  a  sorplus 
of  means  I)  the  oh^rman  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  called  for  more  thux  a 
milUcm  and  a  half  (tf  dtdlara  to  pnweoote  thb 
ill-starred  contest.  Bitting  in  that  House,  as  a 
representative  of  the  people,  while  he  never 
would  hesitate  in  voting  anr  necessary  appro- 
priation which  was  aaked  for,  and  woola  not 
stop  to  inqaire  how  former  impropriations  had 
been  expended,  or  how  the  sum  asked  for  waa 
to  be  applied,  he  felt  it  his  duty,  parttcnlarly  at 
such  a  tmae  as  this,  to  inquire  bow  the  milhons 
already  given,  and  given  on  the'  mere  request 
of  the  oBainnan  of  a  committee,  without  even 
a  statement  of  the  Department  to  back  it,  with- 
out an  estimate,  and  without  a  report,  had  been 
spent,  or  rather  wasted. 

It  was  now  universally  admitted,  he  believed, 
that  in  thia  tnanoh  of  the  pnbUo  concerns  there 
had  been  mal-adnriniitration :  that  great  wrora 
had  been  committed.  Waa  it  not  worth  inquiry 
how  &e  pubUo  money,  so  lavishly  and  hastily 
tqipr^riated,  bad  been  expended  t  and  was  it 
not  time  that  some  steps  shonld  be  taken  to  put 
an  end  to  a  war  so  di^raceful  to  the  country  t 
The  universal  opinion  now  was,  that  tiie  coarse 
of  the  m^or-general  now  in  command  was  quite 
as  objectionable  as  that  of  either  of  his  prede- 
cessors. One  of  these  had  been  publicly  tried ; 
and,  though  tiie  court-martial  who  sat  upon 
bis  conduct  had  honorably  acquitted  hinv  its 
verdict  had  been  by  the  order  of  the  late  Ex- 
ecutive expunged.  ffiiaU  we  rabmit  any  longw 
toaoohastatoof  things!  He  said  b» had' pro* 
poaed  that  the  oommittee  inqairy  s&onia  be 
apptdnted  by  ballot:  fx  this  waa.  no  parfer 
movement.  The  administration  was  as  mudi 
interested  in  the  inquiry  as  the  (^position,  and 
so  was  the  country  at  large.  As  the  divisi^ms 
of  party  stood  now  nearly  npon  a  balanoe^  aO 
would  hava  an  t^0Ktanil7  cia  ftttSaady  pUdsg 
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such  individTials  upon  the  proposed  oommittee 
as  thej  thought  woald  best  disoharge  the  duty 
to  be  aocomplished. 

Kr.  Etxbvtt  sud  that  it  had  been  his  inten- 
'tion^wben  the  bUl  making  appropriatuma  for 
the  Florida  war  shoold  come  ap  for  diacossion, 
to  offer  some  reniarke  on  the  general  snbject  of 
that  war,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
condoctea.  At  present  he  should  regret  ex- 
tremely that  anj  remarks  should  be  mdnlged 
in,  which  went  iojnrionslj  to  affect  the  repnta- 
tiou  of  the  late  Secretary  of  War.  Mr.  E.  had 
groonda  to  know  in  what  manner  that  officer 
bad  acted  in  the  disohaige  of  his  public  dnty, 
and  he  was  satined  tlutt,  whatever  mif^t  have 
been  the  disasters  of  this  war,  no  part  of  the 
responsibility  rested  justly  on  him.  This  had 
been  his  conviction  then ;  it  was  his  convietitm 
DOW.  Where  the  blame  did  rest  he  shoold  not 
say.  It  was  true,  General  OUnoh  had  made  nse 
of  strong  expresuons  in  hia  testimony  before 
the  conrt-nu^tial ;  bnt  he  was  persnaded  they 
arose  from  a  misapprehension  of  the  real  facte 
of  the  case.  That  brave  man  had  not  been  ftilly 
aware  of  the  position  in  which  Gen.  Oase  stood. 

Mr.  GuaoocE  said:  Aa  to  the  question  of 
who  was  in  &alt,  he  shoold  express  no  opioion ; 
hot  he  mnst  be  permitted  to  say,  in  reply  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  v  ir- 
ginia,  pfr.  Wi8B,).in  respect  to  tiw  late  Secre- 
tary of  War,  that  whenever  a  thonnij^  inves* 
tigatioB  ahonld  take  place,  the  War  Department 
wonld  have  no  cause  for  fear.  It  had  been  Mr. 
O.'s  wish  that  sacU  a  resolotion  should  be 
moved ;  because  he  bad  the  firmest  ccmviction 
that  tiie  character  of  General  Oaas  would  re- 
m^n,  as  it  had  hitherto  ever  done,  pure  and 
■potiess.  Froift  the  expressions  which  bad  been 
employed  by  some  officers  engaged  in  the  Flor- 
ida campaigns,  as  well  'as  from  the  remarks 
which  lutd  now  dropped  from  the  sentleman 
from  Virginia,  Mr.  G.  was  annoos  that  an  In- 
vestigation ahould  be  gone  into :  he  hoped  the 
reacdntion  wonld  be  adopted. 

Mr.  OnBHura  tendered  his  aoknowledgments 
to  bis  friend  from  IHrginia  for  bringing  forward 
this  resolution.  If  there  was  anv  thing,  in  the 
whole  course  of  the  administration,  wlmch  de- 
manded investigation^any  thing  to  which  the 
people  looked,  as  to  a  rotten  point ;  a  blot,  a 
shame  on  the  national  reputation,  it  was  the 
conduct  of  that  Florida  war.  He  tmsted  the 
gentieman  would  press  this  measure  to  an  issue, 
and  wonld  not  cease  until  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  that  contest  sbonid  be  folly  unfolded. 
Tear  after  year,  army  after  army  had  been 
marched  into  the  morasses  of  that  peninsula ; 
and  general  after  general  had  been  dismissed, 
he  would  not  aaj  in  di^race,  but  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  a  ooort-martial ;  the  blood  onr 

rfde  had  been  wasted,  had  been  squandered, 
those  arid  sands;  and  all  fbr  what!  To 
foroe  a  few  Indians  from  a  desert  tract  of  oonn- 
try,  ntteiiy  useless  to  any  bnt  themselves,  and 
In  vl<^actioa  <rf  all  that  was  dear  to  ibeak.  and  to 
Om  perpetnal  cUqiraoe  of  our  armi  ukiof  tlw 
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natioftal  oharaoter.  More:  we  had  eidisted 
Indiana  tSiemselTes  to  destroy  each  other ;  wa 
had  done  that  which,  in  the  era  <k  onr  national 
revolution,  had  been  branded  by  the  ind^^nt 
voice  of  Chatham  as  the  disgrace  of  the  British 
arms.  As  if  the  poor  wretches  did  not  perish 
fast  enough  by  the  usual  progress  of  onr  op- 
presuve  encroachments,  we  had  enlisted  them 
as  merciless  allies  in  the  destruction  and  exter- 
mination of  other  tribes. 

Mr.  WiSK  said  he  wonld  modiiy-  lus  resolu- 
tion in  couseqaence  of  wliat  had  fdlen  from  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  so  as  to  inolade 
as  the  oldects  of  invartigatiMi  not  mHj  liia  hSl- 
xaea  in  um  Flwida  war,  but  the  oanses  of  tlie 
war  itself.  Mr.  W.  added,  that  he  had  been 
informed  by  a  gentleman  who  had  been  In  the 
employ  of  Government  in  Florida,  that  the  cel- 
ebrated chief  Opot^Jeohola,  a  well-known  friend 
to  the  white  man,  and  a  chief  of  great  inflnenee 
among  the  Oredcs,  had  been  employed  by  Gen- 
eral Jesup  as  an  ally  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  aid  in  the  suppression  of  the  Creek  war,  on 
the  express  condition  tliat  if  he  succeeded  he 
should  be  permitted  to  refdde  on  his  lands  nntal 
he  could  settie  the  titie  and  r^ove  conven- 
iently. Yet,  the  moment,  through  his  exer- 
tions, the  Creek  war  had  been  bronght  to  an 
end,,  this  vetj  OpotUeoliola  saw  himself  wms 
rounded  by  the  bayonets  <tf  Goteral  Jesnp,  and 
ordered  off  the  boU.  The  Indignant  dilef  had 
prodnoed  the  written  agreement  of  the  Amer- 
ican graeraL  and  pointing  to  the  signature,  had 
demanded  ca  the  officer  who  was  removing  nim, 
"Is  not  that  ngnatore  genuine t"  Thos  was 
one  of  our  own  allies,  in  aiveot  violation  of  the 
plighted  faith  of  our  commanding  generalj  and 
of  the  nation,  driven  from  his  land.  He  wished 
all  these  thinjgs  ftiU^  looked  into. 

Mr.  Undbbwood  inquired  whether  this  stipu- 
lation of  General  Jesup  had  ever  received  the 
sanction  of  bis  snperior,  or  had  ever  been  sub- 
mitted for  snob  sanction  f 

Mr.  Wms  said  he  was  unaUe  to  tell.  He 
made  the  statement  as  it  had  been  represented 

to  tiiTn. 

Fourth  Imtalment  BiU. 

The  Honse  went  Into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Hathss  hi  tiie  chair,)  and  took  up 
ilie  Senate's  bill  to  postpone  the  fonrth  imtat 
meut  of  deposit  with  the  States, 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  said :  It  cannot  ha 
disguised,  that  the  bills  almdy  reported  in  this 
House,  and  which  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Senate,  whatever  gentlemen  might  profess,  and 
whatever  some  of  them  might  perhaps  vei7 
honestly  think,  were  so  many  features  of  a  pro- 
ject whidi  found  nteurive  oounteoance,  and 
the  o^eot  of  which  was  to  eetabUsh,  in  fact,  a 
national  buk— a  T^«asnry  bank  of  depo^  ud 
issue.  Dlwdse  it  as  they  mi^,  such  a  plan  has 
been  coneeiTed,  and  not  only  conceived,  but 
actually  embodied  to  a  oonsiaerable  extent  In 
the  IhIu  which  luive  been  r^Kxrtedfrtnn  a  com- 
mittee of  tUa  Howe.  The  plan  ia  to  estaUiih 
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a  Governinent  bank  nnder  the  proper  diagulsee 
tat  the  i^eseat,  and  Uirongh  its  agency  to  snb- 
Btitate  a  circulating  medium  composed  of  Fed- 
eral Gorerament  paper  instead  of  the  notee  of 
State  haxAs.  We  have  the  germ  of  this  hank 
now  before  ns;  its  parts  are  alread;^  snfficientiy 
developed  to  indicate  ItS^  tme  character.  At 
another  session,  or  in  another  Congress,  hy  one 
or  another  addition,  hj  way  of  amendment,  we 
diall  eventoallj  l>ehold  the  monster  deTeloped 
in  aU  its  frightfol  proportions.  Snch  h  salyect 
is  sorely  of  eonseqnentie  enough  by  Itsdi  to 
occnpy  the  attention  of  the  House,  without  oon- 
necting  it  with  the  less  important  snl^ject  under 
ooniAderation. 

Bat  the  questions  prraented  by  this  biU  are 
of  great  interest  to  tiie  country.  It  Is  true  the 
object  to  be  aocomplished  by  it  has  leas  connec- 
tion with  the  great  results  to  wluoh  I  have  al- 
Inded  than  any  one  of  the  other  meaanres  pro- 
posed for  oar  adoption ;  and  I  believe  it  will 
be  found  upon,  examination  to  have  oriffinated 
more  from  the  settled  hostility  of  the  adminis- 
tration to  the  policy  of  the  deposit  law  of  1686, 
than  from  any  actual  necessity  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  its  tendency  to  -promote  the  favorite 
fiaoal  policy  of  the  Execnuve ;  hut  stall  it  is  of 
B  ideoe  wiui  the  general  condnet  and  PoH^  of 
those  in  power.  One  question  whioE  will  he 
found  to  arise  under  the  present  Ull  InTolTes 
the  pablto  faith.  The  question  la  presented, 
whetner  Congress  or  the  Federal  Qovermnent 
is  not  bound  to  keep  its  promise,  or  comply 
with  its  engi^i;ements  with  the  States  of  the 
Union,  by  obligations  as  strraig  as  any  that  can 
exist  between  It  and  Its  creditors,  of  any  other 
nature  or  description.  It  is  a  question  whetlier, 
if  the  States  agreed  to  accept  the  deposit  of  the 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  act  of  1886,  by  which  it  was  tendered  to 
them,  there  was  not  fhmi  tliat  moment  a  con- 
tract between  them  as  obUgatwy  «■  any  other 
compact  hetweea  t^ie  Government  end  the 
States  can  be.  Can  the  General  Government, 
witlxKit  consulting  the  otiier  pvties  to  this  ar* 
rangement,  dissolve  it  without  a  breach  of 
fiOth? 

Bat,  sir,  there  fs  another  and  a  maoh  more 
impressive  end  important  inquiry  wbidi  pre- 
sents itself  in  considering  the  effect  of  this  hill : 
I  mean  the  great  question  whether  the  expendi- 
tures of  this  Government  are  to  be  reduced  now 
or  ever  f  This  is  now  the  issne,  and  it  is  to  be 
determined  almost  exclusively  by  this  House. 
We  already  know  the  determination  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  Government,  and  all  the 
influmoe  attached  to  it ;  and  we  know,  too,  the 
dectnon  of  tlie  othw  branch  of  the  Natirauil 
L^isUtnre.  It  devolves  upon  &ii  House,  I 
repeat,  to  settie  the  issue,  whether  the  opendi- 
tnres  of  this  Government,  after  having  been 
increased  nearly  threefold  witliin  the  1^  few 
yeara,  are  to  be  reduced  now  or  ever  ?  These 
are  questions  truly  which  may  command  our 
eniliirive  attention  for  a  seaaon.  With  these 
eonviotiona,  and  a  oorre(;p<mdlngdetennliutloii, 
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I  shall  proceed  to  make  as  succinct  a  statement 
of  what  I  believe  to  be  the  existing  condition 
of  the  Treasury  as  I  can,  that  it  may  i>e  seen 
whether  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  1886,  proposed 
by  the  bill  under  consideration,  is  demanded  by 
the  state  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  the  public  in- 
terest ;  for,  if  it  be  so,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
give  it  my  support. 

Uuch  oonfufflon  was  produced  yesterday  by 
the  mere  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury,  which  was  presented  to  the  House  by 
the  cliairman  of  the  Committee  Ol  Ways  and 
Heans,  (Mr.  OAinmBLaKo.)  I  do  not  mean  to 
aej  that  the  statement  of  uiat  gentleman  varies 
materially  ftom  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  but  certainly  it  was  well  calculated 
to  add  to  the  difficulties  which  all  must  have 
fblt  in  coming  to  any  ■tfis&otiHT'  ooaelusoa  as 
to  what  is  the  real  state  tibe  National  Ttaaa- 
ury. 

I  propose  to  present  a  statement  based  upon 
the  facta  and  estimates  contained  in  the  several 
reports  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
at  the  present  sesrion,  which  I  believe  may  be 
relied  upon.  At  all  eventa,  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  any  gentieman  who  shall  detect  any  error  in 
my  Btatemoii  to  pdnt  it  out  to  mo  as  I  piooeed. 

[Mr.  Bell  then  entered  into  an  elaborate  ezsmlnsr 
tionof  the  state  <^  the  ^esRiry,  to  diow  tint  diere 
would  be  a  sdi;]iis  of  twenty  ndlUons;  sod  Hmh 
ivoceeded:] 

I  have  now,  sir,  shown  that,  taking  the  state- 
ments of  the  several  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  as  correct,  if  the  funds  lying 
dead  in  tiie  hands  of  diaburring  officers  be 
brought  forth  and  spiled  in  aid  of  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  last  quarter  d  the  year,  as  they 
should  be,  the  fourth  instalment  doe  the  States 
can  be  i^d,  with  aU  other  actual  demands 
agunst  uio  Tnuarj  daring  the  year,  and  not 
scarcely  more  than  a  nomittal  defi<dt ;  butil^M 
has  always  been  the  case  heretofore,  a  portion 
of  the  actnal  denuois  opm  tlw  Treasury  diall 
not  be  presented  for  payment  at  the  depodtories 
of  the  public  money  within  the  year,  there  will 
be  a  surplus,  In  fisot,  still  left  in  the  IVeasury  at 
the  end  <^  the  year. 

The  question  now  is,  whether  the  States  have 
not  acquired  rights  under  the  act  of  1886,  which 
it  is  not  competent  for  Congress  to  annul  or 
defeat  without  their  consent  It  is  a  question 
of  power  and  of  right  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment whether,  after  the  States  have  aooepted 
the  terms  of  the  deposit  act ;  after  many  of 
them  have  antidpated  the  Amda  whidi  thw 
expected  to  reoMve  in  n^mwt  of  tiie  fonrut 
inrtalment,  and  msde  other  impOTtant  arrange- 
ments connected  with  their  fitancial  intwest 
and  condition,  they  will  not  have  just  cause  to 
complam  of  a  brrach  faith,  if  this  Govern- 
ment shall  now  proceed  to  abrogate  the  com- 
pact by  legislative  action  merely,  and  without 
aaj  oommonioation  with  the  States^  I  call 
upon  those  gentiemen  especially,  who  hold  to 
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•what  is  called  the  State  riglits  partj,  to  say 
upon  vhat  ffronndB  thej  can  enpport  the  bill 
nnder  oonsideration?  Will  it  not  be  a  nsnrpa- 
tion,  a  clear  assnmption  of  power  on  oar  part, 
and  an  insalting  disr^ard  of  the  State  sorer- 
eiKntiea,  if,  after  delading  them  with  promifles 
of  these  rands  upon  certain  contUtioDB,  which 
have  been  aooeded  to  1^  the  States,  we  should 
dtim  tiie  poww  to  postpone  the  execntion  <^ 
the  compact,  or  to  annul  the  whole  {ffooeediog 
nnoca)diaonB]l7,  without  reference  to  their 
wishes  or  lotereBts,  and  even  without  consult- 
ing them? 

Bat,  sir,  we  have  the  same  grand  objeot,  in- 
Titing  as  to  reject  thia  bill,  which  operated 
with  many  gentlemen  in  giving  their  support 
to  the  deposit  act  of  1686.  The  question  la 
now,  as  then,  whether  we  shall  set  about  cnr- 
tuling  the  extravagance  and  profligacy  of  the 
Goremment  in  its  expenditures.  We  have 
tried  eveiT  other  plan — every  other  ocoaaon, 
in  v^  If  we  would  prove  ourselves  what  we 
ivoftw  to  bo — if  we  be  ourselves  in  earnest— if 
we  are  awioody  the  advooaies  of  retrenchment 
and  reform,  we  can  never  hope,  in  our  time,  a 
more  proi^tions  seascm  to  make  tme  more  bold 
and  determined  effort.  "  Kow's  the  day,  and 
now^B  the  hour."  If  we  suffer  ourselves  to  be 
deluded  by  the  ai^nments  and  the  devices  of 
iba  advocates  of  power,  and  shall  let  tliis  op- 
portonity  pass,  we  need  never  hope  again. 
There  is  only  one  expediwt  left,  and  that  is, 
to  withhold  the  supplies;  stop  the  mmey; 
keep  the  Treasury  drained  and  low ;  cut  oS  the 
means:  and  I  ennge  that  the  expen^tures,  fon 
woe,  shall  be  reduced  to  the  actual  wants  of 
the  Govemmmt.  I  o^  upon  the  experienced 
ct  the  HoaB»— the  observation  of  them,  and 
thm  are  toma  who  have  had  seats  here  for 
more  tium  twen^  years— to  say,  if  ai^  time 
oould  be  so  fit,  w  promise  equu  socoees,  in 
eflboting  this  great  ol^eat,  as  the  present,  I 
repeat^  It  flie  means  are  not  au^lied,  the  ex- 
penditures must  oease. 

Hr.  HgKat,  of  Korth  Oarolino,  contended, 
in  reply  to  Hr.  Bell,  that  there  had  been  no 
change  in  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment doring  the  last  year,  but  it  was  the 
extraordinary  expenditures  of  the  year  which 
made  the  great  diffisrenoe.  He  agreed  that  in 
ttkese  tiwre  had  been  much  rab-avaganoe,  and 
be  had  voted  agahist  them  alL  Of  many  of 
thow  appn^riaB(Hu  he  would  remark  not  one 
ddlartuu  yet  beoi  expended.  He  then  entered 
into  Bome  estimates,  and  read  voluminous  data, 
ftandahed  him,  he  said,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
T^Msury  himself^  in  his  own  handwriting,  to 
show  the  truth  of  his  assertion  as  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  year.  Among  the  extraordi- 
nary appropriations  for  the  yeu-,  he  named  the 
amount  <^  $6,000,000  to  carry  into  effect  the 
Cherokee  treaty. 

Mr.  Bell  remarked  that  that  did  not  enter 
into  this  estimate,  as  it  was  an  ^propriation 
of  1886,  and  just  atxmt  so  muoh  as  this  utdt 
In  Ua  oaknlaaoiu  made  would  rednoe  his  (Mr, 


McKay's)  estimate  to  his  own,  (Mr.  Bxix's.) 
There  htu  been  no  extraordinary  expoisea  or 
suMecta  of  expenditure  in  18S7. 

Mr.  MoEat  reasserted  that  his  minntes  were 
from  the  Secretary's  own  hand. 

Hr.  CAKUtEUEKo  said  that  there  were  other 
items  of  a  ^milar  oiiaracter  omitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman fran  North  Car<^a«  widoh  would 
make  up  tiie  sum  he  bad  named. 

Mr.  MoKat  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
would  have  an  opportunity  at  tbe  next  session 
of  Oongress  to  bring  forward  his  {dans  re- 
form, as  the  Secretary  had  already  postponed 
the  expenditure  of  $16,000,000  wpropriated  by 
the  last  Oongress  till  after  the  firat  of  January 
next.  He  tnen  took  similar  ground  to  that 
maintained  by  Mr.  FiozxirB,  as  to  the  creation 
of  a  debt,  as  the  neoeseaiy  consequence  of  per- 
mitting the  dqmit  act  of  18iB6  to  go  into  fnrtlwr 
operaUon. 


WxDifrxBDAT,  Septemoer  80. 

-    Sarihrtift  Lam. 

Hr.  BtDDLB  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Oommittee  of  the  Jadidaiy,  or  any  other  goi- 
tleman  on  that  oommittee  who  could  ^ve  him 
the  information,  whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  that  oommittee  to  report  on  the  subject  of 
bankruptcy,  which  had  been  referred  to  them 
in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Ab  it  was  a  sul^ect  of  very  deep  inter- 
,est  to  the  whole  oommonity,  he  would  farther 
ask  whether  it  was  th&  intention  of  that  com- 
mittee to  report  any  bill  which  might  come  in 
confliot  witii  the  constitntional  opinions  of  the 
FreddenL  as  esqireased  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  some  years  dnoe.  It  will  be 
reoolleoted  that  the  present  Present  expressed 
it  as  his  D[dni(Mi,  in  his  place  in  the  Senate,  on 
a  former  ooMdon,  that  a  bankrupt  law,  ezt«Qd- 
ing  to  othws  than  merehants  and  bankers, 
would  be  an  nnconstituUonal  act ;  and  he  wish- 
ed to  know  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
comndttee  to  introduce  a  propoeition  of  this 
kind. 

S£r.  Thoius  (chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee) said  he  felt  that  the  response  which  he 
shonld  make  to  the  gentleman  would  be  unsat- 
isfactory. The  Oommittee  on  the  Judictaiy  had 
held  two  'meetings  on  the  sul^ject,  which  bad 
been  generally  referred  to  them.  At  the  first 
meeting,  it  appeared  to  meet  the  iqiprobation 
of  all  the  members  of  the  committee  that  the 
final  dedsion  as  to  the  propriety  of  reporting  a 
bankrupt  law  should  be  postponed  until  it  was 
distincUy  ascertained  whether  the  measures 
which  were  expected  to  come  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  would  so  long  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  Congress  as  to  extend  the 
present  session  to  the  meeting  of  the  regular 
season  of  Oongress.  In  this  state  of  the  case, 
power  was  given  to  the  cbfurman  of  the  Judi- 
ciary Oomnuttee  to  reassemble  tiie  committee  as 
soon  as  thej^f^er  infoxmaUon  oonld  be  obtained. 
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fimrik  JhstalmmH  BilL 


[U.  or  R. 


A  few  dayi  rinoe^  when  bejllr.  Tbokab)  was 
abwntj  a  ^eaUeauii  tnm  Vlr(^iiia  pn^mnnd- 
ed  u  mqauy  to  the  oommittee  axnewhat  Am- 
il&r  to  the  one  now  propounded ;  and  in  oonae- 

anence  of  this  a  member  thereof  reaasembled 
lie  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  coDridering 
wbe^er  they  should  report  now,  or  wait  vntu 
the  regnlor  sesuon  of  Congrees.  This  meeting 
was  held  without  coming  to  any  conclntdon, 
and  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  oommittee  was 
to  be  held  to-morrow  mondng.  The  gentleman 
would  therefore  perceive  that  he  eouM  not  pre- 
tend to  Bay  what  would  be  the  course  of  the 
oommittee  on  this  Bnbjeot.  The  House  had  re- 
ferred to  them  the  Message-of  the  President  and 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamry  on 
this  subject,  and  ha  was  not  jwepared  to  say 
what  would  be  tbe  de(»ri<m  cf  the  committee ; 
whether  they  woold  be  di^Kwed  to  pass  a  gen- 
eral bankrupt  law  to  affect  that  class  of  oitizeus 
allnded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylraaia, 
plr.  BiDDU,)  or  not  On  to-morrow  morning, 
however,  the  subject  would  be  taken  up,  and 
he  presumed  he  would  be  instructed  by  the 
oonndttee  to  make  a  rep<nrt  to  the  House  in 
tome  Bh^>e  or  other. 

Fbwth  InttahnetU  Pottponement  MU. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Oakbbmxxs^  the  House 
then  went  into  Committee  ot  the  Whole  on  tite 
state  of  the  Union,  Ur.  Hi.TintB  in  the  ohur, 
and  resumed  the  oonridwtttioa  of  the  bill  to 
poetoone  the  foorth  instalment  of  deport  with 
the  States. 

Hr.  Caicbbeleno  said  he  would  detain  thei 
committee  only  to  make  a  short  reply  to  the 
gentieman  from  Tennessee,  (Kr.  BrllO  The 
gentleman  had  referred  to  the  project  of  estab- 
Ushlng  a  Treasury  bank  of  deport  and  issue. 
On  that  question  he  would  not  now  detain  tbe 
committee  further  than  to  say  that  the  Treas- 
ury bank  was  already  established,  not  only  of 
devout,  but  of  circulation.  We  have  always 
had  one  to  some  extent,  and  have  generally  had 
two  millions  of  "warrants  in  circulation.  He 
had  also  referred  to  the  ezpenditnres  of  Gov- 
ernment— they  had  inoreased  two  or  three-fold ; 
but  that  iDcraRse  had  been  made  almost  excln- 
rively  for  extraordinary  purposes.  We  appro- 
lawed,  in  1886,  thirty-eight  millions*  of  which, 
as  may  be  seoi  by  a  Tvpwt  ot  the  Oomndttee 
of  Ways  and  Ueana,  seventeen  millions  and  a 
half  were  appropriated  to  ordinary  purposes, 
and  twenty  millions  and  a  half  to  extraordinary 
oUeots.  Of  the  latter,  thirteen  millions  and  a 
half  were  required  for  Indian  treaties  and  In- 
dian wars  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee.  The  appropriations  for 
the  present  year  amount  to  tiiirty-two  millions, 
nt  which  fourteen  were  for  extraordinary  pnr^ 
poses.  He  ooncnrred  with  the  gentleman  as  to 
tbe  necessity  of  reducing  the  pnblic  expendi- 
tures.  It  is  obvioos  they  will,  as  they  have 
done  uniformly,  increase  with  an  increa^ng 
revenue,  sod  be  suddenly  curtailed  when  the 
revenae  ftUs  short.  Snch  would  be  the  case 


now,  and  oar  en>encUtare8  must  be  reduced  to 
seventeen  or  el^teen  ndlllona. 
•  The  j^entleman  hmn  Tamessee  ^ipeared  to 
complain  that  the  Executive  bad  not,  when  the 
crins  came  upon  tiie  country,  in  last,  ^• 
rected  the  different  departments  to  stop  tibe 
expenditures.  This  was  singular  doctrine,  after 
all  we  had  heard  for  some  years  past  on  the 
subject  of  Executive  usurpation,  to  expect  tbe 
Ezecative  to  direct  the  execution  of  the  laws 
to  be  suspended,  while  there  were  means  in  the 
Treasury.  But,  sir,  the  views  of  the  President 
and  of  the  departments  were,  from  neoesaty, 
similar  to.  those  stated  by  the  gentieman.  It 
was  evident  that  the  revenue  would  ful,  and 
that  some  of  the  expenditures  could  not  be  met 
— ~a  minute  inquiry  was  instituted  In  every 
brandi  of  publio  expenditure,  to  asootun  wh^ 
could  be  eonveidently  postponed  till  next  year. 
It  was  ascertained  that  some  fifteen  or  sixteen 
millions  might  be  suspended  till  the  next  year, 
to  wait  the  fhture  action  of  Oongress. 

It  would,  however,  be  wholly  impracticable 
to  curtail  the  expenditures  in  the  ust  quarter 
of  the  present  year.   The  very  l»wches  of  ex- 

?anditure  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
ennessee  are  not  now  within  our  reach.  One- 
balf  of  the  amount  is  already  expended,  and 
most  of  the  remainder  is  under  contract.  What- 
ever we  may  do  in  curtailing  the  expenditures 
for  the  next  year,  any  attempt  to  interfere  with 
the  expenditnrea  of  the  last  qnarter  would  be 
wholly  unanilable ;  and,  if  attempted,  must  be 
attended  with  much  loss  and  embarrassment  to 
the  Government 

Gentiemen  might  take  what  view  they 
pleased  of  the  state  of  our  finances,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  make  any  estimate  which  will  not 
exhibit  a  deficiency  in  our  means  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  of  Government  This  deposit 
cannot  be  made  unless  we  create  a  public  debt 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  placing  a  snrplus  in  the 
Treasury,  to  be  transferred  and  deposited  in  the 
Treasuries  of  the  several  States.  Such  a  meas- 
lue,  he  felt  persuaded,  would  never  be  Bano> 
tioned  by  Congress. 

}Cr.  Bnx  nude  a  fow  remarks  In  r^irinder 
to  Ui.  Oambbbunq,  and  insisted  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  gentieman  did  not  controvert  Ur. 
6.'8  of  yesterday,  that  there  was  a  de«l  fhnd  of 
five  millions  of  dollars  on  hand ;  and  that,  assum- 
ing that  fact,  which  he  said  was  inwmtrovert- 
ible,  according  to  the  gentieman's  own  estimate, 
there  would  be  a  deficit  of  only  one  million 
some  odd  hundred  thousand,  but,  according  to 
Mr.  B.'9  eslimatiB,  an  exoees  of  linng  three  mit 
lions. 

Hr.  Undbswood  next  addressed  the  oommit- 
tee. Mr.  Ohurman,  (said  he.)  I  have  listened 
to  the  debate  with  surprise.  It  seems  that  the 
Secretary  ctf  the  Treasury  is  unable  to  make  a 
I>ldn  statemui^  nnfol^g  tbe  preewt  oondl- 
tioa  of  the  national  finanoes,  or  that  we  are  li^ 
capable  of  understanding  it  In  either  case, 
there  is  cause  for  r^ret  It  is  a  national  ca- 
lamity that  a  man  surald  be  {daced  at  the  head 
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of  the  Treasary^  whose  confused  and  inrolTed 
Btatemeoto  leave  doubts  id  regard  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  his  reports.  Oa  the  other  hand,  if 
the  fbult  is  ours,  if  the  Secretary  has  been  clear, 
disorimioatiiie,  and  definite,  and  we  cannot 
comprehend  the  facts,  it  is  &  serioos  mirfortime 
that  the  people  are  so  poorly  represented. 

Ur.  OhaimuuL  when  the  States  acceded  to  the 
terms  prescribed  in  the  deposit  act  of  18S6,  a 
clear  contract  was  formed  between  them  and 
the  General  Govermnent— jost  sudi  a  contract 
as  would  entitle  an  individiusl  to  damages  in 
similar  circumstances,  if  the  contract  was  not 
performed.  Suppose  yon  had  a  surplus  quan- 
tity of  work-horsGs,  and  yon  were  to  propose 
to  me  to  Iceep  them  for  you,  that  I  might  have 
the  use  of  them  as  long  as  I  ret^A  them; 
that  I  should  insnre  their  lives,  and  return  them 
ia  good  order  when  called  for ;  and  that  yon 
wcnld  deliTer  to  me  a  cert^  number  at  rom* 
BBveral  times,  s  week  or  a  month  i^ttrt;  pro- 
nded,  however,  that  yon  ahonld  not  recuum 
more  than  one  horse  ia  any  one  month,  without 
thirty  da^s'  previous  notice.  Suppose  I  assent 
to  aU  this,  and  go  on  and  erect  stahlea,  pur- 
chase provender,  and  employ  hands  to  take 
care  of  the  horses,  and  to  work  them  so  as  to 
remunerate  me  for  all  my  tronble  and  expense. 
Suppose  you  deliver  me  the  first  three  portions 
at  the  times  stipulated ;  but  a  few  days  before 
the  last  are  to  be  delivered,  you  say  to  me  that 
I  shall  not  have  tiiem — that  you  find  yon  have 
usq  for  them  yourself.  Uay  I  not  answer,  "  Z 
want  them  likewise ;  I  have  made  my  arrwge- 
meots,  looking  to  the  fhlfflment  of  yonr  prom- 
ises. I  have  agreed  that  my  neighbor's  chil- 
dren shall  go  to  school  orer  uie  mnd  upon  the 
bai^  of  a  part  of  the  horses,  and  I  need  the 
rest  to  help  me  about  improvements  iu  progress 
on  my  fieam.  I  have  been  at  eipense  and 
tronble  In  preparing  to  take  care  of  them.  I 
have  assomed  ri^  by  insniing  their  lives ;  and 
now,  sir,  if  yon  don't  comply  on  yonr  part,  I 
will  sue  yon  for  damages."  There  never  was  a 
plainer  case  of  contract  between  individuals  than 
the  one  supposed ;  and  yet,  sir,  it  is  precisely  the 
case  between  this  Government  and  the  States, 
So  far  as  le^  and  moral  principles  are  concern- 
ed, there  is  no  ^stinction  between  the  oases. 
There  is  bat  one  diflforenoe;  individnala  oonld 
Appeal  to  the  JwUdary  for  redress;  this  Gov- 
ermneot  is  amenable  to  no  soc^  tribunal.  Bul^ 
dr,  the  perpetrator  of  wrong,  who  violates  prin- 
dple  because  he  knows  that  he  can  do  it  with 
impunity,  more  deserves  the  scorn  of  mankind 
lhan  if  tiie  doneeon  or  the  ^bbet  were  the 
penalty.  I  beg  uie  members  of  this  House  not 
to  flatter  themselves  that  they  are  irresponsible 
for  voting  to  violate  the  faiUi  and  contract  of 
the  nation.  There  is  a  political  tribnnal  before 
which  they  must  account  They  may  hear  the 
verdict  of  an  incensed  people  prodiumed  in  a 
voice  of  thonder,  "  I>q)art  from  our  service,  ye 
workns  of  iniquity."  "^oa  had  better  not  be 
fhe  first  to  violate  the  oontraot,  lest  the  States 
Imitate  yonr  example^  to  punish  you. 


[Snmran,  1887. 

In  contemplating  the  evils  of  a  depredated 
currency,  I  was  anxious  for  the  adoption  of 
some  effectual  and  immediate  remedy,  and  de> 
sinms  that  the  Fretident  would  propose  .some 
sehone  of  relief  in  which  I  ooukt  concur.  But 
be  has  proposed  nothing  tm  the  relief  of  the 
people.  On  the  contraiy,  he  baa  told  us  ttiat 
*'  all  communities  are  apt  to  look  to  Govern- 
ment for  too  much,"  and  referred  to  the  "  un- 
common fniitfuluess  "  of  the  country,  and  ttie 
"proceeds  of  our  great  stf^lea,"  to  llqui^te 
deots  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  revive  com- 
merce and  credit.  This  waiting  upon  the  sea- 
sons and  the  crops  is  rather  cold  comfort  to 
those  who  must  perish  before  these  remedied 
can  operate,  unless  Uiey  can  procure  other  uds. 
It  is  like  telling  the  poor  wretch  who  is  shiver- 
ing at  the  door,  "you  will  get  over  it  when 
wann  weather  ccones,"  instead  of  helping  him 
with  a  blanket.  However  much  the  Ifessage 
has  Mled  to  propose  or  recommend  any  thing 
in  aid  of  the  people,  it  has  substituted  a  scheme 
in  ud  of  the  ofBce-holders,  and  still  further  to 
enlarge  Executive  power,  the  deletwious  oon- 
secmences  of  which  I  shall  briefly  expose. 

The  plan  is  to  establidi  sub-treasurira,  and  to 
make  this  a  "hard  money  Government.''  The 
jingling  sounds  of  "  hard  money,"  when  we  are 
overwhelmed  with  shin-plasters,  may,  and  ^b- 
ably  will,  tickle  the  ears  of  many  people,  and 
some,  as  in  former  days,  will  be  deluded  into 
the  belief  that  the  "  hard  money  "  age  is  just 
before  them,  and  that  nothing  more  is  neces- 
sary to  bring  on  this  political  millennium  than 
%o  worship  at  the  anrine  of  Freiident  Van 
Bnren  with  increased  devotion.  There  is  no 
more  hope  of  a  political  zealot  than  there  is  of 
a  reUgious  bigot  Each  is  without  tiie  pale  of 
reason.  I  do  not  expect  to  influence  pardsans ; 
but  those  who  are  not  blind  past  all  cure,  may 
be  preserved  from  flailing  into  this  new  pit. 

The  plan  of  the  President  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  to  establish  sub-treasuries  at 
such  places  as  may  be  deemed  proper,  and  to 
appoint  suitable  officers,  at  which,  and  by 
whom,  the  pnblic  money  shall  be  kept  and  dis- 
bursed ;  and  to  receive  nothing  in  payment  of 
public  dues  bat  specie.  This  plan  is  to  bring 
about  the  hard  money  age  1 

One  of  my  principal  olfjections  to  the  sub- 
Treasury  is,  the  incmase  ot  Exemtive  power 
and  patronage  which  would  neoesa&rily  result 
from  it  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sayf^ 
"  The  whole  addition  oi  principal  ofiScers  need 
not  exceed  ten."  He  estimates  the  increased 
annual  expense  at  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars only.  Ten  principal  officers!  "What  sal- 
aries would  you  give  to  each !  Not  less,  I  snp- 
pose,  than  you  ^ve  an  Auditor — $8,000  a  year ; 
especially  as  they  would  be  located  in  the  large 
cities.  What  a  scrambluig  among  office-seekers 
this  new  batch  of  offices  would  prodiu^e  t  How 
many  interviews  and  intrigues  at  the  White 
House  would  grow  out  of  it,  I  leave  to  those 
who  are  fond  of  such  speculations.  Thirfy 
thousand  dollars  a  year  I  set  down  as  tha  laast 
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for  ten  "  prlnoipal  officers,"  under  this  scheme  I 
How  many  minor  officers— clerks  and  agents — 
vill  he  required,  we  are  not  informed ;  nor  are 
we  told  what  neceesitj  there  will  be  for  addi- 
tional buildings ;  nor  are  we  told  where  they 
are  to  be  located.  I  will  venture  to  predict 
that,  instead  of  $60,000  a  year,  this  euh-Trea»- 
ury  scheme  wiU  cost  tiie  nation  donUe  or  treble 
ai  mnob,  should  it  erer  go  into  operation ;  and 
Jnst  in  proportim  as  the  people  lose  maa»j.  to 
snstsin  the  establishmoit,  so  will  the  Prerident 
gun  power  to  reward  his  partisans. 

Bnt,  sir,  I  look  npoa  this  new  scheme  as  an 
enteriDg  wedge  merely ;  the  be^pnning  of  a  new 
system,  which  wiU  oltimately  place  all  the 
money  of  the  nation  nader  ExecntlTe  control. 
The  Secretary  already  hints  that  be  coold  fur- 
nish an  ezcelleat  general  paper  oorrency,  in 
small  bills,  hosed  upon  an  equal  amount  of  spe- 
cie depodted  in  his  snb-treosnries.  I  admit  it 
could  be  done,  and  that  it  might  be  convenient 
to  the  people.  But  the  transition  is  so  easy 
from  a  snb-TkieasuiT  bank  of  deposit  to  a  sub- 
Treasury  bazik  of  disoonnt,  that  I  apprehend 
neat  dmger  in  the  ptogtem  of  evflots,  that  the 
Prerident  will  deem  it  proper  to  call  on  Oon- 
gress  for  power,  through  his  Secretary,  to  lend 
money  at  least  to  the  extent  of  the  surplus  rev- 
enue ;  and  that  Congress,  in  obedience  to  Ex- 
ecutive recommendations,  will  sanction  the  pro- 
ject. The  Secretary  now  says,  in  substance.  La 
the  9th  page  of  his  late  report,  that  "  it  is  un- 
posnble  to  conduct  our  fiscal  operations  any 
length  of  time  with  ease,  vigor,  and  nniformity, 
witbout  some  such  r^^ator  as  a  power  to  issue 
and  redeem  Treasury  notes,  or  to  invest  and 
sell  the  investment  of  surpluses."  I  am  appre- 
hen^ve  tbat  a  power  to  lokd  the  surplus  would, 
in  the  Secretary's  estimation,  be  Ibund  a  better 
"regulator,"  a^  that  the  whole  sobeme  of  sub- 
treasuries  will  evaitoate  in  a  Qovemment  bank, 
where  the  money  of  the  nation  will  be  loaned 
out  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  President. 
Should  such  a  state  of  things  ever  arrive,  and 
if  there  is  no  mrt^lment  of  Executive  power, 
as  claimed  and  exercised  by  the  late  Precedent, 
I  am  ready  to  declare  that  American  liberty 
existe  no  longer.  The  people  will  become  the 
mere  slaves  of  power,  and  nothing  diort  of  rev- 
olution will  hurst  thedr  ohmns. 

Ur.  PiOKiHB  said  he  w  jnld  submit  a  propo- 
dtion  which  he  thought  wonld  meet  the  views 
ot  a  large  majority  of  botit  ndes  of  the  House, 
■nd  that  wsa  to  postpone  the  lu^ent  of  the 
instalment  to  the  "  Ist  d«y  of  January,  1889," 
by  which  time  it  would  be  seoi  If  the  postpone- 
ment should  be  made  indefinite  or  not.  Hr.  P. 
then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  till  fhrther 

Srovision  by  law,"  and  insert  "the  1st  day  of 
anuaij,  1839." 

Mr.  Dvsoxs  sud  he  was  anxious  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  There  was  more  than  one  con- 
sideration that  operated  on  his  mind  and  in- 
duced him  to  support  it.  The  ol^ect  of  the 
deport  act  was  to  relieve  the  Treasury  d  the 
surplus  revenue — a  surplus  whi(^  as  he  would 
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attempt  to  show,  grew  out  of  a  policy  the  most 
dangerous  and  di^strons  in  its  character,  and 
which,  if  it  had  been  persisted  in,  would  have, 
in  all  probability,  severed  this  Union — ^he  meant 
the  unequal  and  inequitable  policy  misnamed 
"the  American  system,"  which  had  for  its  ob- 
ject the  official  elevation  of  its  j»-ojeotors  and 
zealous  supporters^  and  wUch,  in  its  operation, 
was  at  the  same  tune  beneficial  to  one  pwtion 
of  the  Union  and  destructive  to  another.  Tba 
snrplns  was  now  dlrooeed  o^  and  the  ol^eot 
for  which  the  depodt  law  was  made  is  accom- 
plished,  and  it  was  of  no  further  use.  He  hoped 
it  wonld  take  its  place  among  the  things  tnat 
had  been  and  are  not,  and  that  the  policy  which 

give  rise  to  its  necesnty  would  share  the  same 
te. 

lite  question  involved  in  the  bill  was  simply 
whether  the  Government  shall  deposit  $9,000- 
000  with  the  States,  in  proportion  to  their  rep- 
resentation in  OoD^wss,  when,  to  enable  her  to 
do  it,  she  must  borrow  a  sum  equal  in  amount, 
to  supply  her  own  wonts  during  the  eun«nt 
year. 

The  first  fhot  upon  which  the  question  dfr> 
pends  is,  does  the  Qovemmffiit  want  the  mouQy  I 
And,  if  it  does,  is  it  not  better  that  she  should 
keep  her  own  and  use  it,  than  to  deposit  it  with 
the  States  and  run  in  debt  for  an  equal  amount 
to  supply  her  own  wants  I  To  convince  the 
committee  that  the  amount  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  the  deposits  would  be  wanted  by  the 
Government  for  her  own  use^  he  had  prepared 
a  statement,  which  was  the  result  of  a  calonla- 
tion  from  the  facta  stated  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  fae  believed  it 
would  be  found  correct,  and  oondotively  show 
that  Govemrowit  would  want  the  tail  amount 
of  tiie  foorth  instalment.  In  snlnnitting  the 
statonent,  he  would  acknowledge  his  oUigatiai' 
to  the  wQrtl^  and  distinguished  gentieman  Atnn 
Haryhmd,  (Hr.  MoKdO  fiw  the  asaistanee  he 
had  reodved  tnm  him  in  prqnring  the  state- 
ment. 

[Here  Mr.  Dancsn  sabmltted  Us  sUtement.] 

If,  said  Ur.  D.,  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  a  correct  and  ^e  exposition 
of  the  state  of  the  Treasury  and  the  finances  of 
the  nation,  then  his  statement  proved,  l>eyond 
all  doubt,  that  the  money  proposed  to  be  de- 
posited as  a  fourth  instalment  was  required  for 
the  use  of  the  Government)  and  it  diqpoaed  ot 
the  main  question. 

But  to  return  to  the  subject  of  this  bill.  Is 
it  good  policy  for  the  Gtoyemmmt  to  deposit 
her  money  with  the  States,  for  their  use,  when 
she  wants  to  use  it  herself!  The  dedsion  of 
this  question  seemed  to  him  a  smsll  busines/. 
Present  the  naked  question,  and  there  was  no 
schoolboy  in  the  district  he  had  the  honor  to 
represent  who  did  not  carry  the  answer  on  the 
end  of  his  tongue.  What  was  there  abont  tbe 
question  that  prevented  it  fi-om  being  a  plain, 
easy  question  to  answer?  Ve  are  IM  that 
there  exists  a  contract  betweoi  the  Govem- 
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ment  and  the  Btatea  that  is  binding  in  law,  in 
eqnity,  and  in  conscience ;  tbat  Oonsress,  hr  a 
solemn  act,  had  agreed  to  deposit  uie  snrplns 
Terenne  with  the  States  for  safe-keeping,  pro- 
Tided  the  States  wonld  agree  to  receive  It,  and 
that  the  States  had  agreed  to  the  only  condi- 
tion necessary  to  complete  the  ocmtract,  yiz : 
to  reoelTC  them.  Therefore  the  States  were 
entitled  to  the  ftall  benefit  of  the  contract,  and 
in  good  faith  the  money  ooght  to  be  paid  over. 
That  miserable  sophistry  t  What  pitiful  sab- 
teifoge  to  cover  nntedness  and  deformity,  and 
how  fiir  from  every  true  principle  connected 
with  the  qaestion  I  What  is  the  titie  of  the 
deposit  act  f  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  de- 
pout  of  the  snrplns  revenne,  and  safe  keeping 
of  the  same."  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  title 
of  this  act  tbat  anthorizes  tiie  behef  that  Con- 
gress intended  that  the  States  shonld  have  any 
other  benefit  from  the  public  moneys  than  a 
depodtor  dionld  have  frmn  any  general  depodt  I 
Ib  tiiere  any  expresdon  in  the  body  <^  the  act 
that  convey  mj  other  meaningi  On  the  con- 
trary, is  it  not  nill  of  provisions  by  which  snch 
inferences  are  stadionsly  foreclosed  and  avoid- 
ed ?  Does  not  the  act  provide  the  manner  in 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy  shall  recall 
them  whenever  the  cironmstances  of  the  Gov- 
ernment may  require!  Did  the  supporters  of 
that  law  attempt  to  convey  the  idea,  or  advance 
the  argument,  when  it  was  under  consideration, 
tbat  the  snrplns  revenue,  In  the  form  of  a  de- 
posit, was  really  to  be  a  gift  to  the  States  ? 
Ko,  nr.  At  the  time  the  hill  was  under  con- 
sideration, there  was  no  idea  held  ont  or  ad- 
vanced ottier  than  that  the  money  was  to  be 
placed  with  tiie  States  for  safe-keeping.  But 
gentlonen  who  rqjoice  at  the  embarrassed  state 
ti  tiie  Treasury,  and  who  are  ahoating  that 
their  former  predlotionB  of  ndande  and  run  are 
verified,  arc  willing,  In  violation  of  the  mean- 
ing, ^irit,  and  egress  words  of  the  deposit 
law,  to  withhold  from  Oovemment  the  neces- 
sary funds  of  conducting  its  only  kuritimate 
operationB,  and  that,  too,  fttf  party  raect;  so 
that  possibly  what  they  heretofore  predicted, 
and  now  declare  has  happened,  may  yet,  perad- 
venture,  prove  true.  But  in  what  section,  sen- 
tence, word,  or  syllable  of  that  act  is  the  pro- 
vision to  warrant  the  statement  that  the  Gov- 
ernment is  pledged  to  deposit  with  the  States 
the  means  of  her  own,  which  are  necessary  to 
conduct  her  own  conoenu  ?  fiir,  such  a  con- 
atnieti<»i  of  tiie  act,  and  snch  a  policy,  is  revolt- 
ing to  every  economist  and  correct  Judge  <tf 
OKunary  deaUngs  and  buMnera  hahUa. 


Thubsdat,  September  21. 

BoHjompt  Lav. 

1&.  Thomas,  ch^rman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Juditnary,  rose  and  stated  that  he  had  been 
instructed  by  that  committee  to  state  to  the 
House  that  the  committee  had  this  day  adopted 
a  nedntioB  that  it  la  inezpedioit  to  repent  a  | 
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bankrupt  law  at  this  special  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

Tha  JWtA  InitaltMia  Bill. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  FioKxin  to  Btrike  from  the  bill  the  in- 
definite olaose  "  till  fbrther  provision  by  law," 
and  insert "  the  first  day  of  January,  1889." 

lb*.  JoiiKS,ofTir|^ma,Baid:  It  has  been  oni- 
tended,  that  an  expectation  has  been  r^sed  on 
the  part  of  the  States,  that  the  transfer  would 
be  made ;  that,  upon  the  ffuth  of  that  expecta- 
tion, the  States  had  actually  gone  on  to  appro- 
pri^  the  amount :  and  that  such  expectation 
should  not  now  be  disappointed.  This,  sir,  may 
be  true,  and  I  doubt  not  is  true,  as  to  many  of 
the  States ;  it  may  be  that  the  course  of  legis- 
lation on  the  part  of  the  States  may  subject 
them  to  very  serious  inconvenience,  and  possi- 
bly to  loss.  But  the  inquiry  immediately  re- 
ours:  Whose  act  was  it  that  produced  the  diJD- 
crdties  with  the  States?  It  was  the  action  of 
the  States  themselves  through  thdr  L^ala- 
tures-  action,  too,  taken  by  them,  with  ftaU 
knowledge  that  the  money  so  applied  was  nei- 
ther given  nor  loaned,  but  mer^y  deposited ; 
liable  to  be  called  for  at  any  moment  when  the 
wants  of  the  Government  ^ould  render  necea* 
Bsry  its  return.  And  the  argument  from  incon- 
venience, if  it  be  worth  any  thing,  is  just  as 
conclusive  to  prove  that  the  amonn^  when  de- 
posited, could  at  no  fature  day  be  called  for ; 
for  I  presume  it  will  never  be  entirely  conven- 
ient to  pay  back  the  amount  It  proves  that 
what  was  intended  and  declared  to  be  a  mere 
deposit  for  safe-keeping^  waa^  in  truth  and  in 
fact,  a  gift,  absolute  ^d  unoondltional ;  that 
fluoh  was  never  the  faitenti(ni  of  Oimgresa  is 
rendered  too  plain  by  fhe  tenns  d  the  law 
self  to  admit  even  of  doubt. 

But  sappose  it  shall  now  be  determined  to 

Eay  over  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States ; 
ow  is  the  amount  to  be  ndsedf  It  is  not  in 
the  Treasury ;  for  to  all  practical  purposes  we 
have  very  nearly  an  empty  Treasury :  by  this 
I  mean  that  the  available  means,  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Secretaij,  are  not  sufficient  to  meet  the 
demands  upon  it  How,  then,  is  the  money  to 
be  raised  I  I  presume  by  a  loan  of  some  kind, 
with  the  fidth  of  the  Government  pledged  for 
its  redemption :  hut  tdtimately  to  be  dls(£arged. 
and  piud  oS^  through  the  ordinary  channels  tx 
taxation  upon  the  peoi^  It  fldlows,  then,  that 
the  people  are  to  be  taxed  to  nuse  money  to 
distnbute  among  the  people.  Ton  most  gnr 
ciondy  give  them  with  one  hand,  and  take  Mck 
with  tiie  other  a  like  amount;  increased,  how- 
ever, by  the  costs,  and  charges  of  collection; 
and,  also^  by  tiie  amount  of  mteteat  that  may 
have  aucmed  on  the  loan.  The  condunon 
seems  to  me  inevitable,  tiiat  the  passage  of  the 
bill  now  under  consideration  will  g^ve  to  the 
fburth  instalment  lt»  pn^r  direction,  by  plac- 
ing it  in  a  condition  to  be  applied  to  the  Iwti- 
mate  poiposes  of  the  Govemmwt^  for  which  it 
was  wi^nally  intended. 

Digitized  by  Google 


FimrA'liutatmmt  BiO, 


^■BATBS  OF  OONOaiSB. 


478 


torxMBn,  1687.] 

Hr.  Atbxbtoit  said:  In  whatever  light  it 
may  be  viewed,  the  qnesUon  seems  to  be, 
whether  we  shall  borrow  monej  for  the  «^e 
of  depositing  it  with  the  States.  The  gentle- 
man from  PenoByWama,  (Ur.  Ssbobant,)  who 
addressed  theeommittee  somed^  dnok  was 
nnderBtood  to  admit  there  woold  be  «  defiden*^ 
in  the  Treasnry,  bat  to  contend  that  the  Seore- 
tai7  was  bonnd  to  make  tUs  depodt,  If  there 
were  no  action  of  Oongress  on  the  subject ;  and 
that  the  question  was  whether  we  wonld  stop 
this  appropriation.  Kow  he  (Ur.  A.)  thooght 
It  incumbent  on  gentiemen  to  taj  how  the  Sco- 
re t&ry  ooold,  by  any  possibility,  do  this,  nnless 
there  be  some  action  of  Oongress  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  thought  it  incumbent  also  on  those 
who  contended  there  is  such  a  vast  amount  of 
money  in  the  Treasury,  to  inform  the  Secret^ 
where  it  vaj  be  found.  Nor  could  he  conoelve 
it  to  be  otiier  than  a  misapidication  of  t^ms  to 
eall  tiiia  an.  appn^niation. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennenee  (Mr.  Bell) 
has  mid  that  he  views  the  question  of  making 
the  deporit  of  the  last  instalment  with  the 
States  as  a  question  of  faith,  Uke  that  of  mak- 
ing payment  to  any  other  creator.  To  him 
(Ut.  a.)  the  position  that  this  was  a  oontraot, 
seemed  utterly  untenable.  Are  tiie  States  our 
creditors  to  the  amount  of  the  last  instalment  ? 
What  consideration  have  we  received  for  it! 
Has  the  money  already  deponted,  gone  to  pay 
our  debts  to  the  Stalest  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Loouis)  ocmtends  that  the  States  fur- 
^■h  a  otmrideration,  becanse  thej  are  ob^ied 
to  agree  to  accept  the  money,  and  to  pledge  the 
ftith  of  the  States  for  itarepi^ept  Now,thia 
ftot^  to  Ifr.  A.^a  mind,  showed  it  to  be  a  de- 
podt,  else  why  so  much  caution  as  to  securing 
the  repayment  of  the  money  when  needed! 
All  the  guards  and  securities  to  this  end,  prove 
that  it  was  the  money  of  tbe  United  States,  and 
not  that  of  the  States.  The  deposit  law  of  1886, 
both  in  ite  letter  and  in  Its  spirit,  is  a  law  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  money  of  the  United 
States.  We  have  power  to  withdraw  the 
money  after  its  depont,  if  we  need  it,  and,  of 
course,  to  withhold  it  The  law  was  based  on 
the  Bupporitiott  of  a  surplus  in  the  Tnaaary, 
and  an  available  sorplosL 

The  gentleman  from  Tameasee  has  said  that 
be  coDsiderad  this  a  qaestion  whether  our  ez- 
penditurei  were  to  ba  rednoed  now  or  nev«r, 
and  owtenda  that  tbe  expenditures  under  ex- 
isting appropriatimis  can  do  so  reduced  as  to 
■opersede  any  necessity  of  postponing  the  last 
instalment.  It  seemed  to  Dim  (Mr.  A.)  that 
this  is  shown  to  be  utterly  impracticable.  Alt 
ezpenditores  have  already  been  postponed  in 
the  Secretary's  estimates,  which,  after  a  most 
careful  iuvestigation,  it  was  found  could  prop- 
erly be  dispenMd  wiui  for  tbe  present.  It  most 
be  apparent  that  the  greatest  reduction  which 
oonld,  by  any  possiUSty,  be  made  in  the  ex- 
penditnrea  of  the  last  three  numths  of  this  year, 
would  luk  afllsot  tiie  balanoe  in  the  Treasury  to 
an  amount  sofflcdent  to  make  any  diffiareooe  in 
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the  aspect  of  tbe  question  under  oonnderation. 
As  to  the  reference  made  by  that  gcntieman  to 
the  sum  in  the  hands  disbursing  officers,  it 
seemed  only  necessary  to  recollect  that  ttiis 
sum  Is  not  in  the  Treasury,  and  can  in  no  man- 
ner be  made  amdicable  by  the  Secretary  in  the 
manner  contended  fiv.  Money  in  the  handa  of 
disburstng  offioera  ia  diarged,  at  once,  to  appro- 
priations which  are^  by  tmrt,  so  much  reduced ; 
and  of  the  amount  returned  by  the  last  r^xnia 
as  in  the  hands  of  those  officers,  half  of  it  ia 
actually  expended,  and  all  the  remfdnder  con- 
tracted for.  Should  works  under  contract  be 
stopped,  every  one  must  perceive  it  would  be 
a  source  of  great  expense  and  loss.  We  should 
be  beset  with  application  after  ^>plication  for 
damages  on  account  of  breaches  of  tbose  con- 
tracts ;  and  it  reqoiree  but  very  little  acquaint- 
ance with  each  snbleots  to  omivince  ua  at  wm 
that  the  re^onsimlitiea  and  the  expenaa  thiia 
incurred  wo«^  br  Ar,  eonntarbalanoe  any  ad- 
vantage that  ecmla  aoome  to  the  Treasury.  He 
(Mr.  A.)  believed  that  a  large  minority  of  the 
friends  of  the  administration  would  be  found 
as  r«idy  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to 
do  ^  in  thdr  power  to  prevent  extravagant 
wpropriations.  That  gentleman  has  sidd  that 
tiie  professions  of  economy  of  this  administra- 
tion,  like  those  of  the  last,  were  hoUow.  In 
regflid  to  the  profesdons  of  the  last  administra'- 
tion,  perhaps  ne  (Mr.  A.)- ought  to  defer  to  the 
greater  experience  of  the  gentieman  from  Ten- 
nessee, and  hia  superior  oppcHtunities  of  Judg- 
ing. He  had,  howevw,  been  inclined  to  be- 
lieve them  dncer&  and  befim  he  admitted  tiw 
Jofltioa  of  the  gentmnan'a  impatation,  he  would 
Uke  to  inqnire  whether  the  friends  of  the  gen- 
tleman, the  National  Bepnblleans  of  the  North, 
who  have  been  obaractoized  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Gandina  (Mr.  Piokkns)  as  having 
reform  on  thsir  lips  and  extravagance  in  their 
hearts,  had  nothing  to  do  with  these  ntrava- 
gant  appropriations.  But  it  did  seem  to  him 
(Mr.  A.)  that  of  all  the  extravagance  ever  heard 
o^  of  all  the  extravagance  which  it  ever  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,  tbe  greatest 
is  that  proposed  by  the  opponents  of  this  bill. 
It  is  to  borrow  money  for  the  purpose  of  ^ving 
it  aw^— aooording  to  the  views  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentnecy,  (Mr.  Unnnwooiv)  who 
oontenda  that  the  Statea  have  a  right  to  retdn 
this  monev  after  they  once  get  it— or  borrow 
money  and  pay  interest  for  it,  that  it  may  be 
kept  safely  for  ns  by  the  States,  who  pay  no 
interest!  In  either  view  <tf  the  mljeot^  ho 
called  on  gentiemoa  to  abow  that  this  is  not  the 
worst  of  extravagance. 

Mr.  FoerxB  said  he  wonW  ask  the  friends  of 
the  administration  on  that  floor,  and  those  who 
voted  for  the  bill  originally,  and  who  intended 
to  oarry  it  out  into  oomfdete  eflfect,  to  meet  on 
smne  oommon  ground,  and  fulfil,  as  nearly  aa 
the  ex^^oy  wul  permit  the  original  intention 
of  that  bllL  Be  wonld  reoommoid  for  that 
purpose  tbe  amendment  of  tbe  gratleman  from 
Bomi  Oandinai  Qir,  FKOEimJ  wUoh  propoiw 
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ft  postponement  of  the  fonrthinstaliiunt  For, 
■ir,  asked  Ifr.  does  anj  one  pretend  that  the 
Government  sliall  nerer  paj  over  this  last  in- 
sbdment?  That  could  not  be  pretended,  under 
the  plain  aad  obTiooB  intention  of  the  act  of 
1836.  yfhy  not,  then,  accept  the  ^endment 
■Digested }  Mr.  F.  believed  something,  if  not 
thiB,  most  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the  Treas- 
ury.  The  available  fonds  at  the  command  of 
the  Government  would  go  bnt  a  short  way 
towards  the  liquidation  of  this  fom*th  instal- 
ment. It  was  not  to  be  paid  over,  according 
to  the  temm  of  the  act,  without  resorting  to 
WHDe  kind  of  debt,  mther  by  borrowing  or  by 
m  Inorease  of  the  amoant  of  TreistUT  notes, 
Under  aqiect  of  sdblrSj  he  would  m  ooni' 
pelled  to  go  for  the  bill,  if  no  snbstitnte  or 
amendment  were  provided.  The  gentleman 
from  Sonth  Oartdina  ^r.  PionNs)  proposed  to 
DO  the  payment  of  the  last  sum  due  t^e 
nntU  January  1st,  1689.  In  the  mean 
■  time  we  can  look  around  ns,  retrencb  oar  ex- 
penditures, benefit  by  experience,  and  ascertain 
Ut  without  detriment,  we  can  deposit  with  the 
States  what  we  must  all  certainly  admit  ia  hou- 
tstly  due  them.  Can  there  be  any  objection  to 
this  course— to  the  assnmption  of  this  common 
ground? 

lir.  Bbioos  sidd :  Can  tius  Govenuneiit  now 
iritUudd  the  frarth  instalment  without  the  eon- 
Miit  tit  the  States,  and  not  riolate  the  {dain  pro- 
-rii^oos  of  tilidr  own  law  ? 

The  money  was  to  be  passed  over  to  the 
States  in  four  equal  instalments,  at  fixed  periods. 
It  was  to  be  repaid  by  them  when  wanted  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  meet  appro* 
priatioDS  made  by  law,  in  ratable  proportions, 
and  in  sums  not  exceeding  a  certain  amount  by 
any  one  State.  No  provlmon  in  law  aathorizes 
flie  Secretary  to  withhold,  in  any  state  of  the 
ease,  any  portion  of  the  money.  Sot  does  Oon- 
grees  reserve  to  itself  the  right  or  power  to  do 
any  saoh  thing. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  Ob.  Johxb) 
asks  if  Ooo  grass  meant  that  this  money  should 
he  deposited  with  the  States,  if  the  Gorem- 
ment  should  want  it  for  its  own  pniposest  I 
answer,  that  Gongress  intended  tbttt  sU  tiie 
mon^  which  shoald  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
first  day  of  Jannaty,  1887,  after  deducting  five 
millions  of  dollars,  should  be  deporited  with  the 
States.  To  prove  this  intention,  I  refer  to  the 
explicit,  unambiguous,  and  nnqnalifled  language 
of  their  own  lav,  made  to  aooanpUah  tlus 
Sdentioal  purpose. 

The  f^ntieman  from  Virginia  Bays,  the  fact 
that  this  thirty-seven  millions  were  to  be  piud 
to  the  States  by  instalments  does  not  obange 
the  character  <^  the  transactim  between  the 
Geaeral  Goremmeat  and  the  States.  I  concnr 
with  him  folly.  The  instalments  were  arranged 
fa  die  aootmmodation  of  the  banks,  who  held 
that  money  on  depout  As  between  the  Gov- 
•rament  and  the  States,  the  case  is  the  same  as 
thoogh  the  whole  amount  had  been  paid  out  at 
muit.  If  it  had  been  80       nelOier  the  Seo- 
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retary,  under  the  law,  nor  Congress,  by  new 
legislatitm,  would  have  had  the  ri^t  to  ret^ 
the  money  in  any  different  manner  tlian  is  pro- 
vided by  the  terms  of  the  law  as  pnnioeea  to^ 
and  accepted  by,  the  States.  This  fourth  in- 
stabnent  constitntes  a  much  lar^r  amount  than 
could  be  demanded  from  the  States,  and  cannot 
tiierefore,  in  good  faith  to  them,  be  withheld 
without  tb^  consent  What  Congreae  would 
have  done  if  they  had  antidpated  a  different 
state  of  the  Treasury  is  one  thing ;  what  they 
actually  did,  and  what  are  the  rights  ai  the 
States  resulting  from  Uuir  action,  is  entirelj 
another  thing. 


Fbidat,  September  22. 
S%e  Fourth  Inttahient  BilL 

l£r.  SiBLST,  of  New  York,  sud  that  the  first 
and  great  question  for  the  House  to  decide,  as 
a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, was  this :  "What  are  the  obligations  rest- 
ing- upon  Congress,  in  tiie  relation  which  it 
h<uds  to  the  several  States,  for  the  payment  %A 
the  fourth  instalment  under  the  deport  act  of 
18861  Has  our  past  action  ndsed  jost  and  rear 
sonable  expectations  on  the  mrt  of  the  States 
that  tUsnuHKQT  would  be  paia;  andhavetheee 
expectations  led  to  important  arrangements  by 
the  States,  deeply  and  seriously  affecting  the 
interests  of  the  people  I  If  so,  Ihen  have  obli- 
gations and  daties  been  imposed  upon  us  which 
could  not  be  disr^arded  without  violating  the 
futh  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  fixing  a 
stain  upon  the  national  honor.  That  our  posi- 
tion in  this  matter  mi^t  be  clearly  seen,  it 
would  <Hily  be  neceasary  to  recur  to  tiie  law  of 
Congress  for  regulating  the  deponts  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  passed  on  the  a8d  of  June,  1686,  and 
to  the  action  of  tiie  several  States  consequent 
upon  that  law. 

Under  this  lav  it  became  ttie  dn^  of  the 
Secretary  to  ascoiain  the  amoant  of  money  in 
the  Treasuiy  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  18S7,  and 
to  communicate  that  amount,  ix^g^er  vith  the 
lav  which  appropriated  and  fixed  the  destina^ 
titm  of  the  money,  to  the  several  States,  as  an 
entire  mt^podtion  for  their  aooeptance  or  rejeo- 
tion.  xhis  duty  was  performed  by  that  officer, 
as  u»pears  by  a  communication  made  by  him 
to  Cragreas  in  Jannary,  1887,  in  vhioh  ho 
says: 

"I  seize  the  earliest  ocesdon  to  bform  CoDgr«aB  of 
tiw  messares  adopted  hj  this  Department  ^ce  the 
1st  instant,  In  compliance  with  the  ISth  secUrai  of 
the  set  regul&ting  the  d^rasits  of  the  puUie  mmey.'* 

"  The  balance  in  the  bessury  m  that  day,  -^iSA, 
was  mlyect  to  be  ai^wctioiied  asHng  iBait  serenl 
States,  tws,  on  the  iwinoiptes  of  the  act,  as  construed 
by  the  Atbn^-Ooiend,  and  explained  In  my  last 
annual  report,  been  ■soeitained  to  be  t8'7;4A8,8M)  »f . 

The  dirimon  of  Uiia  money  in  detul  among  the 
several  States  ma;  be  seen  in  Oie  document  annexed, 
(marked  A.)** 

That  dofloment  (oontinned  Mr.  S.)  shows  the 
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distribntire  portioii.  accrning  to  my  own  State 
(Kew  York)  to  be  |6,802,694  28. 

It  had  been  sai^  hj  the  friends  of  thi»  bill, 
that  the  law  of  Jane,  1880,  did  not  pn^WM  to 
d^pofldt  a  snm  certain.'  The  maxim  that  fhat  is 
eert^  which  mar  be  rradered  eert^,  1b  a 
•offioient  answer  to  sodi  an  objeotiai.  Beddes, 
the  snm  dedgnated  by  the  law  was  actually 
rendered  certain  in  the  manner  oontMn[dated 
br  the  act,  as  appears  by  the  statement  of  the 
MBcer  diarged  with  that  datj. 

The  proposition,  then,  made  by  the  Federal 
Government  on  the  one  part,  to  the  GhiTera- 
ment  of  the  State  of  New  York  (equally  inde- 
pendent, and  as  competent  to  contract)  of  the 
other  part,  was,  in  substance,  this :  We  agree 
to  deposit  with  yon,  for  yonr  use,  the  snm  of 
$6,862,964  23,  in  quarter-yearly  instalments, 
if  yon  will  agree  to  reodve  that  sum  and  safely 
to  keep  and  repay  it,  when  dnly  demanded,  by 
Inatalments  not  exceeding  thirty  tfaonaand  Am- 
lars  each,  upon  thirty  days*  previous  notice  <tf 
each  instalment. 

What  was  the  resixmse  of  New  York  to  this 
proposition  ?  Did  she  say  that  she  would  re- 
ceive, safely  keep,  and  return  any  fractional 
part  of  the  stipiUated  snm — as  one-half^  or 
three-fourths?  No,  sir  I  (said  Mr.  8.)  She 
accepted  yonr  proposition,  and  your  whole 
proposition,  in  all  its  parts  and  proportions. 
You  tended  her  an  entire  conlaract,  the  essence 
of  which  were,  the  amount  to  be  deposited,  the 
times  of  deposit,  and  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  repayment  She  closed  with  yOn  upffiu  that 
contract,  in  all  its  length  and  brradth,  and  has 
never  assented  to  olwnge  or  modificmon.  In 
Jannwy,  *87,  the  Sraiate  and  Assembly  of  tiiat 
State,  representing  its  sovereignty,  "stniek 
hands  "  with  this  the  Federal  Oovemment,  and 
plighted,  in  solemn  form,  its  &itii,  and  the  honor 
of  Ita  people,  for  the  performance  of  those 
terms,  which,  being  accepted,  drew  after  them 
reciprocal  obligations  of  f^th  and  dnty  on  yonr 
part.  Did  Hew  York  place  reliance  upon  that 
faith !  Judge  of  her  confidence  by  her  con- 
duct. Mindihl  of  your  interests,  and  her  own 
obligations,  she  made  prompt  provision  by  law 
for  the  sa£9  iavestxnent  of  every  dollar  of  the 
money  yon  had  so  profltoed  for  her  acceptance. 

In  ftdl  relianee  on  yoor  fiddity  to  engago- 
mente,  she  apportionea  fhe  entire  snm  among 
her  people  and  sent  ont  her  loan  offioers  into 
the  several  ooonties  to  pay  over  the  amoont 
aotoally  received,  and  to  irane  authorized  and 
official  certificates  fiir  tiie  pflyment  of  the  bal- 
ance. These  officers  have  pwformed  their  doty. 
They  have  lent  the  whole  five  millions,  and  for 
the  security  of  its  repayment  have  taken  bonds 
and  mortoages.  Ana  while  we  are  here  debat- 
ing whether  this  last  instalment  (amounting  to 
nwAj  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  appro- 
priated to  the  State  of  New  York  by  the  act  of 
1686,  and  actoally  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  last  January)  be  now  anywhere  in  ex- 
istence, the  mortgages  of  the  landholdwB  of 
that  great  Stote  are  dnly  enonted  and  reoMd* 
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ed,  for  seooring  the  safe-keeping  and  employ- 
ment*^ of  that  identical  money,  according  to 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  your  contract. 

There  eidsts,  then,  (oootmned  Ur.  S.,)  a  oon- 
traot,  compact,  or  agreemmt^-call  it  what  yon 
will— deliberately  ftnned  between  Indepraoent 
sovereignties,  under  all  the  aanottons  and  sd- 
emnities  used  and  approved  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  each  of  which  has  entered  npon 
the  execution  of  the  contract,  and  assmned  all 
the  liabilities  contemplated  It.  It  is  now 
proposed  by  6n6  party  to  this  agreement,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  other,  to  set  at  oanght 
some  of  its  essential  provinons.  This,  it  ia 
urged,  may  be  lawfully  done,  becanse  our  en- 
gagements are  not  upheld  by  a  valid  considera- 
tion ;  and  the  genius  of  the  old  common  law  ia 
invoked  and  t£rust  between  this  Government 
and  its  jnst  aooountahtUties.  EHr,  it  will  be 
time  oiough  for  tiie  Federal  Gorenunent  to 
seek  reftase  behind  the  nanow  and  teohnioal 
rules  (tf  toe  common  lav  when  she  adtnowl- 
edges  its  jurisdiction  over  her,  and  consents  to 
beeome  a  party  litigant  before  our  judicial  tri- 
bunals, and  yidds  obedience  to  their  mandates. 
But  while  she  stands  aloof  from  all  these,  a  law 
unto  herself  and  a  fountain  of  law  vnto  others, 
it  does  not  become  her  to  intrench  herself  be- 
hind the  defences  of  a  system  to  which  sbe  does 
not  acknowledge  subjection. 

Mr.  CtJSHMAN  said :  I  contend  that  the  deposit 
act  is  not  such  a  contract  as  has  been  pretend- 
ed. It  is  a  mere  gratuity,  which  cannot  form 
the  basis  of  a  legil  contract  Nether  does  it 
lay  the  United  States  under  any  moni  obliga- 
tion to  depodt  money  witli  the  several  Sti^ 
which  she  does  not  now  posseas.  Suppose,  sir, 
that  one  in^vidual  should  say  to  another  that  he 
would  make  him  a  present  of  a  certain  artid^ 
at  a  certain  tbne  and  place ;  and  suppose,  ftnr- 
tber,  that  article  should  be  accideoitally  de- 
stroyed ;  would  that  individual  be  under  any 
legtu,  or  even  moral  obligation  to  perfect  that 
benevolent  design  ?  No,  sir^  there  is  not  a  gen- 
tleman on  this  floor  who  will  contend  for  the 
folfilment  of  such  a  promise,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  lays  the  foundation  of  a  legal  contract, 
which  can  be  enforced  by  suit  at  law. 

Again,  dr;  suppose  one  individual  should 
say  to  another  thai  he  had  in  the  hands  <rf  hit 
agent  the  sum  of  fifty  tiionaand  dollars,  for 
miioh  he  had  no  present  nse.  This  snm  yon 
may  have,  with  all  the  benefits  yon  can  derive 
from  it,  until  he  should  be  under  the  necessity 
of  calling  for  it ;  when  he  should  return  it  to 
the  owner.  And  It  is  forther  agreed,  that  the 
same  shidl  be  dehvered  over  in  four  equal  instal- 
ment8,inone,two,three,andfo<irmonths.  Now, 
snppoee,  sir,  three  of  the  above  instalments  to 
have  been  delivered  over  agreeably  to  the 
above-mentioned  momlse,  but  before  the  time 
arrives  for  delivering  the  fourtii  instalment,  the 
gentleman  who  made  the  proportion  is  visited 
by  some  unexpected  oalaml^;  hia  property 
engulfed  in  the  ocean,  wflie  may  hare  oonsnm- 
ed  to  aahea  Mb  d  velliiigB,  1^  which  oaland^  be  is 


DKBATBB  OF  OONQRias. 

-  IbvA  Imlahma  set. 


Digitized  by  Google 


H.  or  B.] 

whoUj'  unable  to  complete  his  ori^pnal  desi^. 
Ii  hne  moh  &  contract  aa  oould  be  k^lj  en- 
fttroed  in  a  oonrt  of  jnalice  t  Wonld  there  be 
flVfln  the  atUiteat  mmL  obUgatiou  resting  tipoa 
that  indlTicnial,  after  havii^  been  providential- 
Ij  deprived  of  the  means  oftblfilling  lus  ^Ign, 
to  band  over  the  fourth  instalment  as  above 
mentioned  ?  Noj  sir,  every  gentleman  must  be 
compelled,  if  he  mtends  to  abide  the  tmth,  to 
answer  this  qntation  in  the  negative.  The  per- 
son to  whom  snch  an  overtore  was  made  wonld 
not  have  the  hardihood  to  assert  any  sooh 
claim.  He  conld  not  look  his  friend  in  the 
face,  and  tell  him  that  he  was  goUtj  of  a 
breach  of  faith.  No,  he  wonld  bindit  to  make 
%  charee  of  that  sort. 

ICr.  Ohairman,  in  the  case  as  above  supposed, 
I  have  given  von,  as  I  think,  a  very  fair  ezpo- 
aOm  of  the  deposit  law  of  Jnne,  1886.  That 
hnr  was  to  rMnlate  the  deposits  of  the  smplos 
reTenne  of  toe  General  Government  Tnree 
instalments  cf  that  sarplns  have  been  delivered 
over  to  the  several  States,  agreeably  to  the  re- 
qnisitions  ot  that  act ;  bnt  before  the  time  had 
arrived  for  trannnitting  to  the  States  the  foorth 
instalment,  she  finds  her  financial  affairs  in  sndi 
ft  sitoation  as  to  leave  her  without  any  sorplns 
to  deposit  How  can  there  be  any  l^a  or 
moral  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  deposit  a  snrplos  revenue  which  she 
does  not  possessl  It  is  folly  as  well  as  mad- 
ness  to  make  any  soch  pretecsionB. 

Ifr.  HoiBBT  Bflid :  Sir,  we  hare  strong  ap- 
peals to  the  fiiilb  of  this  GovermneDt  to  fiilfil 
the  expectalioiu  of  the  States,  fbnnded  npon 
the  deposit  act  of  1886.  I  deny  the  obligation. 
I  can  ssfely  appeal  to  the  ^rtoe  and  mtelli- 
genoe  of  the  people,  and  ask  whether  they  de- 
rire  for  State  purposes  the  money  collected  by 
this  Government,  when  it  is  neoeasaxy  for  Fed- 
eral purposes  t  Is  the  fund  necessary  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  Government)  This  is  the 
question.  Let  us  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary. This  r^rt  has  been  condenmed  by 
the  opponents  of  the  hill  as  mysterious  and  in- 
oomprehenaihle.  Be  this  as  it  may  as  to  the 
details,  the  aggregate  (rfmeuia  and  llaUlltieB  is 
set  down  so  plainly  that  "  he  who  nms  may 
lead." 

The  amotmt  of  means  in  the  Treasnry  for  the 
current  year,  In  round  nnmbers,  is  twenty-six 
millioDB  <^  dollars,  ezdosive  of  the  nine  mil- 
lions due  nnder  tiie  fourth  instalment,  and 
which  is  not  a  part  of  the  income  of  the  present 
year.  The  amount  of  expenditure,  by  virtne 
of  appropriations,  is  thirty-two  miUions,  leav- 
ing a  Dalance  of  six  millions  agdnst  the  Treas- 
luy,  or  a  d^cit  to  that  amount  This  debt  of 
rix  millions  oanuot  be  pud  except  by  a  resort 
to  the  fourth  instalment,  or  to  those  tranters 
which  have  already  been  made  with  the  States. 
Shall  we  give  thnn  t^  firarth  instalment  in 
die  left  hand,  and  draw  frcnn  them  wiUi  the 
i^htf  under  the  protons  of  the  deport  act? 
It  is  more  easy  to  d^odt  raon^  with  the 
States  than  to  collect  it  from  them.  Sir,  the 
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Erocess  of  c<dlection  will  be  fhraght  with  do- 
lys,  dangers,  cdlid<ma,  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, which  win  leave  your  Treaaurr  to- 
tally unable  to  pqy  the  araprwriatioiu.  It  is 
already  announced  in  Xhh  ball  that  the  deposits 
with  the  States  are  a  gift  to  them.  Many  <tf 
the  States  have  made  permanent  investments 
d  this  f\ind.  Some  have  deposited  it  with 
banks,  to  be  loaned  to  the  people.  AU  will 
feel  rdaotaut  to  return  it  If  we  might  judge 
from  the  tone  of  debate,  some  of  tiie  States 
would,  as  their  representatives  have  done,  at- 
tempt to  "  argue  the  seal  from  the  bond,"  and 
prove  the  loan  to  be  a  0A.  The  difficulty  is 
inherent  in  the  nature  of  demands  upon  potit* 
ical  bodies ;  the  same  whldi  existed  under  the 
Confederation.  Some  will  reftne  to  par  undo' 
colorable  pretexts,  and  none  will  pay  without 
all  will  fBj  t  We  must,  therefw&  discard  the 
idea  of  drawing  up<m  uie  States  for  the  ftonda 
already  on  deposit  with  them.  The  only  ex- 
pedient left  is  to  arrest  the  nine  millions  due 
under  the  last  instslment  This  amount  in  the 
depont  banks  will  not,  in  all  probability,  cancel 
the  debt  of  six  millions.  Indeed,  the  general 
and  sigusl  failure  of  those  lostitutious  to  comply 
with  their  engagements  renders  it  doubtfid 
whether  any  considerable  portion  of  it  can  be 
collected.  But  aa  fiar  aa  this  fUnd  can  ^  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  Government,  it  should 
go.  It  is  not  legitimate  to  divert  it  to  any 
other  ol^ect  But  rix  miUiona  of  excess  of  ex- 
pen&tnre  Is  a  minimum  pcnnt ;  one  to  which 
.all  will,  end,  I  believe^  have  agned. 

Ifr.  Fairfiku)  said :  I  need  not  say  that  be- 
ing opposed  to  the  original  act  in  its  inceptifHi, 
and  in  dl  its  subsequent  stages  and  processes,  I 
am  of  course  in  &vor  of  the  oil!  now  proporing 
the  postponement  of  the  payment  of  uie  fourth 
instalment  But  it  Is  said  by  several  sentlo- 
men  that  we  cannot  lawfully  withhold  mis  in- 
stalment That  the  States  have  acquired  a 
vested  right  in  it,  by  virtue  of  a  contract.  Sir, 
I  had  thought  that  the  doctrine  of  vested  rights 
had  become  sufficiently  odious  throu^  the  in- 
dis(H«et  use  of  it  by  its  friends,  without  at- 
tempting to  ^>ply  it  to  tUs  caae.  The  gentle- 
man from  ICanaehnsetts  (Mr.  Baracn)  has  la- 
bored to  show  that  there  a  a  contract  between 
the  States  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  npon  the  establishment  of  that  pcnnt 
seemed  to  conrider  the  right  of  the  States  to 
the  instalment  as  dearly  made  out  Now,  sir, 
does  one  follow  tiie  other  t  It  appears  to  me 
not  If  it  be  a  contract,  the  next  inquiry  u, 
what  are  its  terms,  and  is  it  a  binding  and  valid 
one  t  And  for  the  purposes  of  this  argument,  it 
may  be  admitted  to  be  a  contract  All  bailments 
are  contracts.  This  is  one  kind  of  bailment, 
and,  therefore,  a  contract.  It  foils  within  that 
class  of  bMlments,  technically  denominated  in 
law  "  deporit,"  which  is  the  baifanoit  a  tUng 
by  one  to  anotherjto  be  returned  when  the 
biUlor  calls  for  it  By  this,  the  bdlee  acquires  _ 
no  right  or  title  to  uie  thing  bsiled,  or  to  its' 
use^  but  is  bound  to  restore  »  when  called  for. 
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Oa  t^e  part  of  the  ITiuted  States  this  bail- 
ment of  money  to  the  States  was  merely  grata- 
itons ;  and  there  was  no  sach  consideratioa  in 
the  ease  as  to  render  the  contract  a  legal 
and  valid  one.  But  it  is  said  there  was  a 
.  promise  on  the  part  of  the  States  to  pay  back 
the  money,  and  this  constituted  a  good  consid- 
eration. Sir,  as  well  might  I  set  np  a  legal 
claim  to  my  neighbor's  horse — ay,  to  a  vested 
right  in  him,  bwanse  my  neighbor^  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  spirit  of  conrtesy  and  kindness,  sud 
I  might  have  the  use  ol  his  horse  at  any  time, 
on  my  promise  to  return  him.  Bnt  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  SiBun)  baa  un- 
dertaken to  show  that  there  was  a  good  con- 
sideration upon  strict  common  law  principles, 
and  has  quoted  from  the  old  books  the  defimtion 
of  a  good  consideration  to  be  "a  chaige  or 
trouble  to  one  party,  or  a  benefit  to  the  ol£er 
both  of  which,  he  says,  exist  In  this  case.  The 
States,  it  is  said,  incurred  charges  and  trouble 
in  receiving  and  keeping  this  money,  and  Uie 
General  Government  derived  a  benefit  in  hav- 
ing it  kept  for  them.  Sir,  I  mast  confess  I 
was  not  prepared  to  hear  such  a  position  as 
this  taken.  Can  it,  in  any  sense,  be  sud  to  be 
a  obarge  or  tronUe  to  a  State  to  reoeiTs  a  lane 
aom  (»  money,  and  use  it  for  an  indefinite 
period  without  paying  interest  for  it  ?  If  so,  I 
know  of  a  great  many  pe<^e  who  would  like 
to  be  troubled  in  the  same  way ;  and  I  cannot 
Bay  that  I  should  have  any  very  serious  objec- 
tions to  it  myselt  Agfun :  how  can  it  be  udd, 
in  any  proper  sense  of  the  tenn,  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  Government  derive  a  benefit  from 
the  transaction  ?  Just  look  at  the  facts.  The 
Government  have  a  large  surplas,  which  they 
do  not  want  to  nse,  lying  in  the  deposit  bimks, 
and  for  which  the  Government  is  drawing  in- 
terest.- This  snn^ns  the  Govermnent  with- 
draws from  the  banks,  and  depots  with  tiie 
States,  to  be  kept  by  them  without  Hnt  wf- 
meot  of  interest  Andthisthe  gentlemanuom 
New  York  calls  a  benefit  to  the  TTmted  States 
Govenmient  1  Sir,  I  cannot  conceive  of  a  more 
palpable  perrerrion  of  our  mother  tongaeb 


S&TUBDAT,  September  28. 
Hfurth  Inttahnent  BiU. 

On  motion  of  Kr.  OAicBSBLBira,  the  House 
then  went  agun  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hatites,  of 
Georgia,  in  the  chur,)  and  resumed  the  oon- 
*  ^deration  of  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  in- 
stalment of  deposit  with  the  States. 

Mr.  F.  0.  J.  Sura  said :  It  has  been  con- 
tended that  the  foith  tsS  the  Government  la 
plighted,  becanse  an  expectation  of  the  money 
has  been  created  among  {he  States,  under  the 
law  of  Congress ;  and  that  to  withhold  it  would 
be  a  breach  of  that  faith.  Now,  I  will  ask 
gentlemen  who  use  this  argument,  now  it  is  rec- 
oncilable with  the  propontioa  made  by  tiie 
honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Bujc,)  or  aoquiesoed  in     him,  if  coiidiig  mm 
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another  quarter,  to  repeal  and  withhold  from  five 
to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  appropriated  by  law, 
to  bnild  harbors,  light-hooses,  breakwaters,  and 
roads  ?  Would  not  such  a  repeal  of  appropri- 
ations be  eqnally  a  breach  of  the  plightM  futh 
of  Ae  nation,  tihat  snch  moneys  were  to  be  ex- 
pended for  snch  works  ?  Sir,  I  see  no  distinc- 
tion in  the  principle  of  the  two  measures,  and 
in  neither  do  I  see  any  thing  that  resembles  a 
violation  of  the  public  £uth. 

Sir,  those  who  oppose  this  pos^nement  or 
repeu  tit  the  fourth  instalment,  regardless  of 
the  neoessitons  condition  of  the  Traasnry,  and 
on  the  principle  of  distribution,  pervert  the 
pnrpose  of  the  deposit  act;  and  I  confess  I  was 
not  a  little  surprised  when  I  heard  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennq^lvania,  (Mr.  Biddlx,)  and 
afterwards  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Loo- 
ms,) oppose  it  on  the  ground  that  it  would  de- 
prive their  respective  States  of  a  certain  amount 
of  dollars  and  cents  I  Pennsylvania,  says  the 
former  gentleman,  will  be  compelled  to  aban- 
don a  million  of  dollars  if  this  bill  shonld  pass. 
Ohio,  says  the  latter  gentleman,  will  lose  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  if  this  Inll  becomes 
a  law.  Why,  dr,  to  me  it  appears  whdly  un- 
worthy of  the  peofde  ftf  these  two  great  Btatea^ 
to  allow  Ae  mere  oonraderaticm  of  benefit  or 
loss  in  dollars  and  cents  to  enter  into  either 
their  support  or  om>ositi<m  of  this  bilL  I  have 
heard  it  remarked  upon  this  floor,  in  other 
days,  that  no  people  like  those  of  the  Northwn 
and  Eastern  States  were  governed  by  entirely 
sordid  considerations  in  matters  of  legislation ; 
that  "  no  people  can  see  a  dollar  so  &r  as  they 
can."  But,  su*,  when  It  is  gravely  announced 
upon  this  fioor,  that  the  constituents  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  allndedf 
are  disposed  to  graduate  their  opposition  to 
this  bill  by  the  number  of  dollars  and  cents  It 
may  withhold  from  them,  I  tldnk  the  time  has 
amved  when  the  imputation  of  sordtdnea^  so 
often  cart  upon  the  people  of  the  Northern 
States,  dionld  be  withdrawn,  and  applied  to 
other  quarters  of  the  Union. 

[Mr.  Looks,  of  Ohio,  asked  leave  to  explun. 
He  sidd  the  gentlenum  from  Maine  mlsnnder' 
stood  him  hi  supposing  that  he  (Mr.  Looiofl) 
made  the  loss  of  uie  fourth  instalment  to  Ohia 
proposed  by  the  bill,  his  only  reason  or  nound 
of  oppoEdtiott  to  the  bill ;  that  was  o^  one 
gronnd  of  opposition  to  it.] 

Mr.  SmTK  proceeded.  I  understand  the  i>o- 
siti<UL  of  the  nonOTable  gentieman  from  Ohio, 
and  mean  not  to  misrepresent  him.  I  have  not 
indioated  that  this  anoment  the  honoraUe 
gentleman  was  his  only  ground  of  oppositioii. 
But^  nr,  it  is  one  of  his  portions,  urgeu  by  him 
upon  the  condderation  of  the  committee,  and 
consequentiy  one  which  he  must  have  regarded 
as  worthy  of  the  tt>pTobation  of  his  constit- 
uents. I  mdntain,  m  reply,  that  it  is  a  consid- 
eration whoDy  unworthy  the  f^probation  of 
the  people  of  his  great  State,  and  one  that  is 
unworthy  of  influencing  the  l^shUim  of 
this  House  upon  this  sal^ect 
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•lb*.  THOKPmif  aMi  ICr.  Speaker,  I  ahall 
TOteikv  tibe  amaidment  of  mj  odleagne,  aa  it 
nudns  the  bill  more  acceptable;  bat  I  ihall 
vote  agaiost  the  bilL  oTen  if  thus  amended, 
nnw  and  reflectioii  have  only  served  to  con- 
firm 1117  first  impreastoDs  of  the  wisdom  and 
poU(^  cf  the  law  depoutii^with  the  States  tbe 
snrplas  in  the  Treasnry.  The  chief  recommen- 
dation of  tiiat  law,  to  me,  was  not  the  monev 
which  it  gave  to  the  States — that  was  a  smaU 
matter ;  but  it  was  that  a  fund  was  provided  to 
meet  the  Aitnre  exigendes  of  the  GoTermnent 
—A  food  which  was  to  he  raised  hj  each  par- 
tionlar  State  in  its  own  way,  with  a  jnst  regard 
to  the  difliemt  interests  of  each  State  which 
ooold  beat  bear  taxation,  and  not  bj  the  miyor- 
itj  Interests  tbe  'Genml  GoTemment,  alike 
i^orant  and  reckless,  aa  past  experience  has 
proven  it  to  be,  of  Uie  interest  and  circnm- 
itanoes  of  tbe  respective  States.  If  there  were 
now  a  deficiency  of  resooroes,  I  shoold  fed 
construed,  by  the  principles  upon  wUoh  I 
supported  that  bill,  by  plisbted  faith,  and  the 
peculiar  interests  of  those  f  represent,  not  only 
to  give  back  this  fourth  instalment,  bat  all  that 
we  have  received.  Ho  saoh  case  exists,  I 
have  examined  the  statement  of  the  resooroes 
of  the  Gk>vemment  presented  by  tiie  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Ur.  Bbll,)  and  have  made  tiie 
odeolaticm  in  varioasibrms;  and.  I  amaat- 
isfled  that  he  has  dnnonsbratea  (lor  it  Sa  a 
matter  of  fignres)  that  there  is  no  deflofemar 
of  ftmds.  Chiding  the  Qovmunent  vttitt  aU 
Ae  demands  npon  it,  invading  the  ftind  of 
987,000,000  set  apart  to  l>e  (Ustribated  among 
tiie  Btatea,  the  nnexpended  appropriations  of 
lut  yea^  and  the  ^pn^riations  of  this  year, 
and  yon  have  an  a^regate  of  $86,000,000.  Of 
this  sum  the  Secretary  informs  yon  that  $16,- 
000,000  cannot  be  expended  daring  the  year, 
redaoing  the  amount  to  $70,000,000.  The  pay- 
ments made,  and  the  admitted  resources  of  the 
Treasury,  amoaut  to  $64,000,000 ;  to  which 
add  $6,000,000  in  the  hands  of  disbarmng  offi- 
oers^  and  yon  have  $69,000^000.  In  this  esti- 
mste^  fin  acondng  revenne  of  the  last  half  of 
wesent  year  u  taken,  on  the  ststemoit  of 
tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  $7,000,000 ; 
whereas  it  has  been  proven  to  my  entire  satis- 
faction that  it  will  exceed  $9,000,000.  60  that^ 
Instead  of  a  deficiency,  there  will  be  a  surplus, 
evok  if  you  do  not  withhold  from  the  States 
this  fot^th  instalment.  I  am  imable  to  per- 
oeivo  why  money  in  the  hands  of  disbniBtng 
ofScers  of  tlie  Government  is  not  as  mach  the 
money  of  the  Government  as  if  it  were  in  the 
Treasury.  It  is  only  one  stop  nearer  being  paid 
out — tiiat  is  all.  The  Government  can  order 
these  ofBcers  to  pay  it  back  into  the  Treasoty, 
only  to  be  paid  agmn  to  the  ^bandnx  officers, 

then,  sir,  yon  withheld  this  fbnrui  instal- 
mai%  you  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment $9,000,000 ;  to  vUoh  add  the  $12,000,- 
000  of  Treasury  notes,  and  you  have  a  snrplus 
<tf  $Sl,000,000~not  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Goranunent,  bnt  to  be  depoidted  in  yonr  sab- 
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treasuriea,  IhsTewKfther  and  aa  iiuaperable 
oljeotion  to  this  faiU.  The  Btatea  will  receive 
the  fimd  in  the  bills  of  the  State  banks.  The 

General  Government  will  not,  and  cannot,  re- 
ceive it  bat  in  specie.  The  <^cers  of  the  Gov- 
emmeot  will  be  constnuned  by  law  to  demand 
it  in  specie.  They  will  be  constrained  by  that 
'  which,  with  them,  is  stronger  than  laws  or 
constitations — ^by  party  obligati<mB  and  an  ir- 
reristible  necessity  to  play  oat  the  desperate 
game  they  have  commenoM,  I  will  not  arm 
them  with  this  terrible  power  over  the  deport 
banks  in  their  mad  and  ferocious  experiment 
of  a  metallic  correnc^.  I  woidd  sooner  see  the 
whcde  amoant  of  the  fimd  sank  in  the  ooean, 
than  the  wide-wasting  ndn  which  a  demand  ca 
these  banks  for  $12,000,000  In  meda  woidd 
prodnoe.  At  the  very  momoit  that  yon  are 
asked  to  adopt  a  measure  which  must  lead  to 
this  pressure  on  the  deposit  banks  and  their 
debtors,  it  is  reoommenoed  further  to  indul|^ 
the  merchants  on  thdr  bonds.  Why  this  dis- 
crimination? If  you  press  the  d^Kwit  banks,  is 
not  a  corresponding  pressure  upon  their  debtors 
ineviteble  ?  Why,  I  ask,  are  uiey  to  be  press- 
ed, when  tbe  merohants  are  to  be  indulged  on 
their  bonds  ?  I  wonld  at  this  time  press  neither. 
These  considerationfi  bring  np  at  once  the  sub- 
Treasaty  scheme  and  the  metallic  cnrrenoy. 
They  are  all  cognate  brandies  of  tiie  aamo  sys- 
tem of  measures,  and  one  of  them  cannot 
be  properly  oonndmd  disoonnected  with  the 
others. 

[Ur.  Thompson  then  proceeded  at  matix  length 
to  spetk  agunstthe  sub-Treasury  ecbeme  and  the 
mddlie  enmii^.] 


H0KDI.T,  September  26. 
Mlmiiti]^  Election. 

Mr.  BucHASAH,  from  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, made  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject  of 
the  Uisussippi  elections,  accompamed  with  the 
foUowing  resolntion : 

Retolred,  That  Samuel  J.  Oholson  and  Jcdm  F.  H. 
GUibome  tie  duly  elected  members  of  the  26th  Gon- 
gicaa,  and  as  eadx  are  entitled  to  take  their  seats. 

iii.  Mkboeb  cmsidered  this  questaon  one  of 
very  great  importance,  and  one  which  should 
not  be  dedded  without  being  fiilly  discussed. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  report  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Ctmimittee  of  the  Whtde  on  the 
stete  of  the  Union. 

Hr.  Mauby  (a  member  of  the  Oommittee  ot 
Elections)  stated  that  the  oommittee  were  di- 
vided on  the  snbject ;  but  they  deemed  it  mt- 
neoessary  to  present  a  minority  report  They 
had  detomined  to  permit  the  majority  to  bring 
forward  thdr  report,  and  when  the  subject 
came  under  &6  House,  to  move  to  amend  it  in 
accordance  with  their  views. 

Mr.  WHrmJtSET,  of  Ohio,  woold  inquire 
whether  there  had  ever  been  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee on  the  snl)|eot  of  a  ocmteated  electim 
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decided  without  gdng  Into  Gcunmittee  of  the 
Whole;, 

ICr.  Vnxujca,  of  North  OaroUna,  hoped,  as 
thte  was  «a  important  a  qoestion  as  any  wmoh 
might  be  brot^lit  before  the  present  Oongreaa, 
that  it  wonid  take  tiie  nsoal  eoarse.  It  was  a 
QoeBtion  which  required  very  grave  delibera- 
uoD,  and  free  and  full  diBcossion,  and  he  there- 
fore trusted  it  would  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  qnestion  i;ivolved  a  grave  consdtational 
qnesUon^  and  he  wished  to  see  it  eettled,  and 
settled  uter  folL  free,  and  deliberate  discnmon, 
whidi  he  considered  it  would  not  receive  ont 
of  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  anestioa  was  put  on  a  motion  to  pos^ne 
tin  Weonesdar,  and  print,  and  agreed  to  with- 
out a  divimon. 

IfatioMlBtmk. 

iSr.  OAXBBESxs«t  from  the  Oomndttee  of 
Ways  and  Heana,  reported  the  ftdlowtng  reeo- 
-  hition : 

'^Retolved,  That  it  St  Inexpedient  to  catabUsha 
mtioiul  bank.'* 

Mr.  OufBBELSNo  hoped  the  qnestion  on  this 
resolntion  would  be  taken  withoat  debate,  and 
on  the  question  of  agreeing  to  this  resolution  he 
called  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  wished  to  show 
the  gentleman  from  Eentncky,  (Mr.  Ohavbebs.) 
who  had  alluded,  during  some  remarks  which 
fell  from  him  this  monung,  to  the  dark  oloud 
han^ng  over  the  proi^eots  of  the  sdministra* 
tion  in  the  Wesl^  that  a  stUl  darker  oknd  was 
hanging  over  the  proneets  of  the  friends  of  a 
national  bank  in  this  House. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr,  EvKBKTT  Bi^d  that  his  sentiments  on 
the  snl^ect  of  a  national  bank  were  well  known, 
and  when  the  proper  occasion  was  offered,  he 
should  maintain  these  sentiments.  But  that 
issue  was  not  now  to  be  made  up,  and  it  should 
not  be  forced  upon  htm  at  this  time.  The  veto 
upon  such  an  iustitution  had  been  promulgated 
in  advance  by  the  President  of  the  Tnited 
States,  and  he  presumed  that  no  friend  oSa  na- 
timal  hank  vtnild  biiiv  noli  a  propodtion  for- 
wardf  until  it  was  aaoertained  that  two-thirds 
ctf  that  body  were  in  &Tor  of  it  That  mi^or- 
in  opporition  was  noeoosary^  he  verily  be- 
lieved, now,  before  any  relief  oonld  be  expected 
for  the  country ;  and  he  fruther  believed  that, 
were  the  incubus  of  the  late  Message  of  the 
Presidmt  taken  from  that  t>ody,  there  would 
be  the  necessary  relief.  But  are  those  of  the 
party,  in  m^ori^  here,  expected  to  vote  for 
this  measvre  even  though  they  preferred  it, 
when  they  know  that  its  passa^  would  be  fid- 
lowed  by  the  veto  ?  He  conceived  not.  And 
while  aooh  obetaoles  in  the  way  of  snooeas  did 
exis^  he  hoped  that  such  a  atep  would  not  be 
iakuL  Had  Mr.  Van  Buren  hft  the  question 
to  the  action  and  decision  of  the  House,  with- 
out riving  his  own  opinion,  or  dedaring  his 
own  intentiona  in  the  matto*,  the  aotitm  of  that 
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House  mi^t  be  difltoent  fhnn  what  It  oould 
now  be  expected  to  be.  Then  there  m^U  be 
some  relief^ for  the  people  anticipated  as  the  re- 
sult of  this  special  session.  As  it  was,  tiie  n- 
lief  of  the  Executive  is  all  that  is  asked  at  the 
hands  of  Congress.  Mr.  Evsbett  concluded 
by  moving  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Booir  called  for  the  yeas  and  naja  on 
this  motion,  which  were  ordered. 

TiAS. — ^Uetsrs.  Adams,  Alexsnder,  Heman  Allen, 
Avcrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Brigga,  John  Calhooo, 
William  R  Ctopbell,  Joba  Campbell,  William  B. 
Carter,  CbaaU>eni,  Cheatham,  Clowney,  Cocwin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Cudimg,  Darlington,  DawsOB, 
D»vie*,  Deberrj,  Dennis,  Dunn,.  Ertna,  Everett,  B. 
Fletdier,  Filimore,  Rice  Gariand,  Goode,  J.  Gnham, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halsted,  HarUn, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Henn^,  Herod,  Jenifer,  Henry 
Johnson,  Lincoln,  A  W.  Loomia,  Lyon,  HaUory, 
Samaon  Hason,  Martin,  Manry,  UaxweU,  McEennan, 
Uenefee,  Uercer,  H.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  N^or,  Noyea^ 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Pedc.  PbUlipa,  Pope,  Potts, 
Baitden,  Reed,  Rlc^way,  Rtriwrtson,  Bnmsey,  Russell, 
Seigeant,  A  H.  Oiepperd,  Shields,  Kbley,  SIsde, 
Str&on,  Thompeon,  Tillingfasst,  Tohud,  A  & 
White,  J.  White,  K  Wldttiese;,  L.  WlUami^  a 
WilUans,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  York— 89. 

Nats. — Measrs.  Andeism,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beime,  BickneU,  Birdsalt,  Boon,  Booldia, 
Brodhead,  BroDson,  Bntrn,  Bnchamm,  Bynom,  Caa»* 
bfoleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Oaaey,  Chapman,  OaibonM^ 
Cleveund,  Coles,  Connor,  Gndg,  Crary,  Curtis,  Cuah- 
man.  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Ewing, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Oar- 
land,  Gholson,  Olasoodc,  C^antiand,  Grant  Gray, 
Hal^,  Eammood,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawea,  HawUiu^ 
Hi^nas,  Hobey,  HelL  Howard,  Hublej,  W.  H. 
Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jaok- 
Bon,  J.  Jaduon,  J.  Johnson,  K.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
KemUe,  Kilgore,  Kltngensmith,  Lonre,  Leadbetter, 
Logan,  Aip&xed  Lo<Hmis,  J. .  M.  Mason,  May,  Ke- 
Kay,  B.  VcGlellan.  A  McClellao,  HcKim,  Miller, 
Monteomety,  Moore,  Morgan,  St  W.  Horria,  Mohlea- 
boig,  NoUe,  Oweoa,  Palmer,  Parker,  Patton,  Paynter, 
Pennybad^er,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickena,  Plnmer, 
Potter,  l^t,  Prentiss,  BeiUy,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Elch- 
ardson,  lUves,  Sawyer,  SbeSer,  Sbeplor,  Smitti, 
Snyder,  Bouthgate,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Htua,  Toocey,  Towns,  Tumey, 
Vdl,  Vaonderveer,  Wagener,  Wd»tOT,  Wedu, 
Thomas  T.  WUttlesey,  J.  W.  WIDIams,  'Worttdng- 
ton— 122. 

Fnirth  JtutdbMni  BiU.  • 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  of  tiie  deposits  to 
the  States. 

The  qnestion  was  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
PiOKKHs  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  indefinite 
clause  "  till  farther  provision  by  law,"  and  in- 
sert "the  firstday  of  January,  1889." 

Mr.  Qaslaki),  of  Vu^nia,  said :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
the  principal  remedy  proposed  by  the  Pree 
ident  fw  the  relief  of  toe  Government  and  the 
country,  I  aak  tiie  Indnlgenoe  <tf  the  House  In 
making  reformoe  to  the  droumitaneea  wUeh 
place  me,  In  reference  to  tiiat  xonedy,  la  a  pe- 
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onliar  attitode — for  no  other  consideration  could 
induce  me  to  ohtrade  upon  the  House  any  re- 
mark affecting  me  indiridnally.  The  Joomal 
of  the  House,  for  the  2Sd  Congress,  dibits 
the  fact  that  my  immediate  predecessor,  Gen- 
eral Ctordon,  of  Virginia,  (a  gentleman  of  vrhom 
I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  he  is  honest,  tal- 
ented, honiHrable,  macnanimons,  and  liberal  in 
an  oninent  dwree,  wn^  stood  so  strong  in  the 
OMifideBoe  and  affections  of  the  people  <tf  bis 
diatriiA  that  notiiing  bnt  mbstant&l  diffnenoea 
of  pcditical  opinion  could  have  brought  me 
hither  in  his  place,)  offered  a  scheme  embradng 
the  T«7  priiua^es  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  Uessage.  The  princlides  of  this  bill,  pro- 
posed by  my  predecessor  in  Febmary,  1886, 
were  opposed  and  deoomiced  by  the  late  admin- 
istration, and  all  its  promineDt  friends  in  both 
Houses  of  Conpess,  in  no  onmeasnred  terms. 
In  this  denunciation  and  oppomdon  I  united, 
and  defended  General  Jackson's  administration 
lor  iti  opposition  to  this  scheme  before  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Oongresaional  district  which  I  now 
ibfll  honored  in  Tepresentiiig.  Now,  Hr.  Ohtir- 
man,  hi  leas  than  three  year^  I  find  B^self 
compelled  to  defoid  the  ofdnlms  I  then  enter- 
tidned  and  defended,  not  ag^nst  my  political 
opponents,  but  agunst  the  a^icks  of  the  present 
administration  and  its  friends,  so  completely 
have  they  changed  their  pontion.  Flndmg  for 
a  few  months  past  that  my  opini<His  upon  this 
snbject  were  in  collision  with  those  of  the  ad- 
ministratiou  and  most  of  its  prominent  friends, 
I  carefully  and  deliberately  reviewed  my  for- 
mer opinions,  with  a  view  to  detect  any  foliar 
CT,  error,  or  delusion  nnder  which  I  labored,  if 
there  was  any  whidi  had  ooutribnted  to  fonn 
those  opinions.  The  result  of  this  review  has 
been  to  rivet  my  ocmviotitn  of  (be  troth  of 
those  opinions,  and  an  increased  and  man  in- 
flexible determinati(«  to  adhere  to  fhem.  Be- 
ing satisfied  that  my  winiraw  are  owreet,  I 
dwe  not^I  cannot— I  mil  not  vote  for  this  re- 
eommendation  of  the  Uesswe. 

The  question  to  be  decided  is,  whether  the 
eontionance  of  the  present  State  bank  system 
of  fiscal  agency,  with  the  improvements  and 
restrictions  wliich  eroerienoe  has  pointed  out 
to  us  as  necessary  and  proper,  or  uie  "  untried 
ezperimeut "  of  eiduding  the  State  banks  as 
depositories  of  the  pnblio  money,  and  restrict- 
ing the  receipts  of  tne  public  revenue  to  gold 
and  silver  MUy,  shall  be  adopted.  This  is  the 
true  issue,  to  the  detain  <a  which,  as  affects 
the  fhtore  hM^^oesa  and  proRMritT'  the  ntr 
tirai,  the  mon  sraioaB  ami  delibeniite  attmttoi 
(tf  the  House  should  be  Erected.  I  need  not 
here  repeat  what  I  have  before  stated,  that, 
whenever  the  qne^ioo  of  a  national  bank  is 
presented,  if  I  snail  have  the  honor  of  a  seat 
upon  this  floor,  I  ahaU  appose  it,  both  npon  the 
grounds  of  tiie  want  of  coDstitutional  power,  and 
Its  ineniedienoy.  The  opinions  I  imbibra  in 
my  earliest  youth,  I  learned  from  the  State 
puwrs  of  JefferwHi,  Madifton,  and  their  re- 
publican  oontemporarka,  and  shaU  never  for- 
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render  them  until  I  become  a  tenant  of  the 

tomb. 

The  system  of  deposits  _  adopted  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Ckiverament^  and  whioh  has 
IHVvuled  to  the  present  hour,  wherever  it  was 
practicable,  is  the  bank  system.  This  fact,  ac- 
companied with  the  expressed  opinicms  of  eveir 
incumbent  <tf  the  Treasury  Department  until 
the  present  time,  proves  cradnsively  to  every 
r^ecting  mind  that  it  was  retarded  as  the 
safest,  most  economical,  and  most  convenient 
system;  without  this  means  of  keeping  the 
public  money,  it  must  have  be^  kept  ana  dis- 
tributed by  individoals,  and  subject  to  all  the 
extravagance,  insecurity,  and  liability  to  defal- 
cation which  has  ever  attended  individual  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements.  All  preceding  Sewe- 
tanes,  and  many  of  our  most  distinguished  men 
of  the  old  repubucan  school,  declared  their  opin- 
ions in  favor  of  the  plan  now  proposed.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  a  system  so  republican,  so 
sa£B,  and  so  innocent,  as  that  now  prop<wed, 
should  never  have  beui  proposed  for  the  adop- 
tion of  Oongress,  by  any  preoeding  adminjstnh- 
tloiL  or  any  preceding  Treftnvy  Department. 
If  It  had  been  viewed  m  its  present  fnoraUe 
and  superior  lighil^  it  certainly  would  have  been 
recommended ;  but,  as  it  was  not,  I  regard  the 
omisrion  to  do  It  as  oondndve  evidence  that  it 
was  not  ^^woved,  The  only  difficulty  which 
has  ever  prev^ed  has  been  between  tiie  selec- 
tion of  a  national  and  State  banks,  some  pre- 
ferring the  former,  some  the  latter.  There  be- 
ing now  no  national  bank,  the  question  of  pref- 
erence is  direoUy  presented  between  the  State 
bank  system  and  tiie  sub-TreasoiTiTStem  - re- 
commended by  tiie  Executive. 

[Hr.  Gsrisnd  then  argued  at  great  length  to  show 
that  the  State  bank  aystemirai  eotited  to  the  pref- 
erenosk] 

Ur.  Babtokk  Bud :  I  cannot  view  this  hOl  as 
simply  intending  to  witiihdd  from  the  States 
the  fourth  instiUment  of  the  surplus  revenne. 
This  is  a  false  and  mistaken  view  of  it.  This 
will  not  be  its  practical  effect,  for  it  must  be 
leapt  in  mind  that  this  sorplns,  the  payment  of 
which  to  the  States  is  to  l>e  indefinitely  post- 
poned by  this  hill,  is  ah«ady  with  the  States 
in  the  deposit  banks,  and  is  the  basis  a 
portion  of  the  droulating  medium  of  the  States ; 
and  to  postpone  its  payment  to  the  States  by 
tiie  nati<mal  Treasury,  meana  notiiing  more  or 
less  than  to  withdnw  from  the  States  this 
basis  of  thdr  dreolathig  medium,  by  with- 
drawing from  the  Aqrasit  banks,  in  Iiard  money, 
a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  to  which  each  State 
is  yet  entitied  under  the  provisions  of  the  de- 
posit law;  and  whilst  this  ruinous  measure, 
which  will  be  moat  sensibly  Mi  by  the  western 
and  Bouth-weston  States,  is  pressed  forward, 
we  find  another  measure,  claiming  the  same 
firatemity,  (r^erring  to  the  bill  to  postpone  the 
collection  of  merchants*  iKmds,)  the  effeets  ot 
whieh  wUl  be  to  leave  with  certain  States 
aemal  millions  of  mcn^,  of  whiah  the  Treaa* 
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ury  is  at  this  time  in  want,  and  to  which,  nnder 
existing  l^wa,  it  ia  now  entitled. 

The  few  remarks  which  I  dengn  to  make  are 
with  ft  Tiew  to  iUiutrMd  tin  po«dti(ma  just 
aismned. 

This  qtMstion  has  been  discussed  by  some 
gentlemen,  as  though  there  was  an  angry  and 

rival  intern  invcdred  in  the  action  of  this 
House  hetwera  the  Qeneral  and  State  Oovern- 
ments,  and  some  seem  to  feel  that  they  have 
mecially  in  chai^  the  interest  of  the  former. 
For  my  part,  I  do  not  view  it  in  that  light,  nor 
do  I  feel  myself  more  the  friend  tad  agent  of 
the  State  which  sent  me  here  than  the  friend 
and  a^nt  of  the  General  Government.  I  feel 
that  in  this  matter  I  am  the  common  friend  of 
hoth,  and  that  the  action  of  this  Honse  is 
paternal ;  that  in  a  controversy  like  this,  for 
the  poasession  of  a  tani  which  each  oUima  as 
tnutoe,  the  a^joatment  d  the  dttforenoe  is 
lefnrea  to  us  and  the  co-ordinate  branches  for 
an  a^jostment  npon  ptindidea  of  political 
equity,  looking  to  the  convenience  and  well- 
being  of  both  chumants. 

I  cannot  comprehend  how  the  General  Gov- 
ernment has  any  adverse  or  paramoont  rights 
in  this  fnnd  to  the  people  of  the  States.  It 
was  they  who  infosed  into  it  all  its  life  and 
vigor,  and  bestowed  upon  it  all  its  canacides, 
among  which  was  the  power  to  levy  and  coUeot 
a  revenne  of  themAelTes,  to  Bach  amoant  as 
was  necessary  to  carry  on  and  carry  oat  the 
fonotiiHtB  they  had  butowed  npcm  it  and  fn- 
doBtiBed  tt  to  falfil  for  t^r  own  good. 

Now,  or,  if  from  auiduttal  miuea^  in  the 
doe  mecotioD  (rf  the  estabUebed  revenne  laws, 
more  has  been  collected  than  was  neeeasary  for 

irarposes  of  govenunent,  to  whom  does  it  be- 
ong— the  agent  who  collected  it,  or  the  piinoi- 
pal  of  whcnn  it  was  collected  ?  I,  sir,  consider 
It  a  common  right  of  the  people  in  a  common 
surplus  in  the  safe-keeping  of  the  United  States, 
the  accnmulation  and  inactivity  of  which,  at 
the  time  Congress  acted  upon  it,' was  paraly^g 
the  enterprise  and  industry  of  the  oonotry. 
Uoney,  we  know,  sir,  is  the  generate  of  enter- 
prise^ and  had  this  fasd  been  permitted  to  have 
renamed  an  inactive  aoeonraU^g  mass  in  the 
national  Treaaory,  it  wonld,  in  all  probaUIi^, 
have  checked  the  industry  and  enterprise  it 
the  coimtry,  as  ii^nrion^  w  its  solweqaeDt 
removal  to  tiie  Bta&a  banks  atimiiliited  thauL 
and  thereby  greatly  dhninidied  tiie  lutaral 
reaouroes  of  the  Treaanry. 

Add  to  this,  sir,  that  it  was  a  aonroe  <tf 
Jealons  watching  with  onr  intelligent  oonn try- 
men,  lest  its  bifluenee  might  have  been  diverted 
to  party  pnrpoees,  instead  of  national.  Indeed, 
sir,  I  have  heard  whispers  that  the  party  who 
once  had  the  entire  control  of  it,  were  less 
encoessfiil  in  elections  since  it  has  been  wrurted 
from  their  control,  but  whetiier  there  be  any 
foondatimi  for  the  nncharitahle  sonidses  that 
this  ftmd  had  any  ageofOf  in  the  sncoess,  I 
"know  noi,  and  tbwefore  eamiofe  say. 
Kor  can  I  ]ffe(aad  to  i«y  poritiTely  that  Imd 
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this  surplus  remained  in  the  Bank  of  tite  United 
States,  the  result  would  have  been  different 
from  that  which  f<^wed  its  depont  in  the 
State  banks— if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  managed  by  fallible  human  agwts,  and  it 
ia  probable^  at  least  poanlUe,  that  they  were 
liable  to  tiie  infloenoe  of  the  same  pasrions  aad 
ft^ties  which  characterized  the  agents  of  the 
State  banks. 

This  is  all  possible,  but  not  neoesaary  to  de- 
termine now.  The  surplus  was  removed  to 
the  State  banks,  which  cannot  now  be  undone 
or  recalled. 

Oongress,  in  the  passage  of  the  deport  law, 
seemed  to  have  in  view  to  ward  off  fhim  the 
country  the  injurious  effects  of  that  disposition 
of  them. 

But-s(Hne  gentlemen  tell  us  now  that  there  ia 
no  BurnlnB,  that  the  act  is  ^oLand  notibj^  re- 
mains for  it  to  operate  npoo.  whymt  Where 
has  it  gone  to  t  Was  not  the  action  of  Ooogreis 
baaed  upon  a  Tisible  and  tangible  Amd,  to  be 
in  the  Tivasnry  on  a  certmn  day  ?  And  was  It 
not  there  on  that  day  ?  So  says  tiie  Secretary's 
report.  And  disposed  of  by  the  act?  If  so, 
then  it  is  a  Congresfdonal  disposition  of  the 
public  money ;  like  all  other  dispositions,  a  fair 
and  permanent  charge  upon  the  Treasury,  and 
if  misdirected  by  the  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  absorbed  by  otiier  appropriations,  it 
is  a  ffur  demand  of  the  States  npon  the  Treas- 
nry,  and  so  ftr  remains  to  be  executed. 

Sir,  it  is  important  to  my  State  that  it  should 
be  executed.  Uuch  of  her  legislation  is  based 
upon  its  reception ;  her  institutions  of  learning 
look  to  it;  her  system  of  internal  improve- 
moits  looka  to  it ;  and  her  citizens  look  to  it 
as  a  fhnd  to  resuscitate,  in  some  desree,  the 
fonntain  of  their  currency  in  these  dark  dayB4 

Hr.  OuBHnra  said :  Mr,  OhMrman,  I  am 
not  pr^ared  to  vote  for  tiiis  bilL  Various 
reasons  for  opposing  it  have  been  adduced  by 
diffu<6nt  gentiemen,  in  many  of  whose  argu- 
ments I  concur.  I  have  another  reason,  partic« 
ular  to  mysel£ 

The  (dausea  of  the  deposit  act,  which  apper- 
tain to  the  present  question,  seem  to  me  to 
poaseas  all  the  features  of  a  contract  It  pro* 
vides  that  Ibn  whtde  sur|dns  revenne  of  the 
United  States,  beyond  a  oertein  sum,  which 
maj  be  In  the  TrMsnry  oa  a  certain  day,  shall 
be  depodted  witb  the  several  States:  which 
depocdt  the  States  are  to  keep  safUy,  and  to  pay 
back  to  the  United  States,  whenever  the  same 
shall  he  called  for  Irf  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  a  prescribed  tame  and  mode,  and  on 
the  happening  of  a  given  contingoicy.  Bere^ 
it  seems  to  me,  is  a  contract  in  honor ;  and,  so 
far  as  then  can  be  a  contract  between  the 
United  Sti^  and  the  several  States,  a  contract 
in  law;  there  being  reciprocal  engagements, 
for  a  valuable  oonsi&ration,  on  both  ndes.  It 
is,  at  any  rote,  a  qnari-ocmtnet.  They  who 
impugn  tills  view  of  the  question  argue  on  the 
suTOorition  tiiat  the  act  perfonned  or  to  he 
perswmed  hf  the  United  States^  Is  n  Inoho^ 
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fptt  of  money  to  the  State*.  Kot  bo.  It  is  a 
cmtraot  of  deposit ;  and  that  contract  is  con- 
Bommated,  ana  made  perfect,  on  the  formal 
receptioii  of  mj  iiutalm«it  of  the  deposit  by 
the  States. 

Now,  entertaining  this  ^ew  of  the  tranaao- 
Ikm,  I  am  adrad  hj  tiw  adnunstntkm  to  ecnne 
forward  and  break  this  otmtraet.  True,  a  eon- 
tract  made  hy  the  Government  of  the  Uiuted 
States  cannot  be  enforced  in  lair.  Does  that 
m^e  it  either  honest  or  honorable  for  the 
United  States  to  take  qdTsntage  of  its  power 
and  violate  its  pledged  faith  ?  I  refuse  to  par- 
ticipate in  any  each  breach  of  futh. 

Bnt  farther.  The  administration  solicits  Oon- 
ness  to  step  in  between  the  United  States  and 
uie  States  as  a  volonteer,  and  to  violate  a  con- 
tract, as  the  means  of  helping  the  administrsr 
tion  ont  of  difficoHies,  into  which  its  own  mad- 
ness and  follj  have  wuftilly  sank  it,  and  which 
press  eqoally  npon  the  Government  and  the 
peo^e.  The  oluect  of  the  measure  is  to  relieve 
the  Seraetary  ci  the  IVeaanry  from  the  respon- 
riliili^  vS  acting  in  this  matter  as  he  has  the 
power  to  da  Let  him  act.  I  wiU  not  go  out 
of  my  way  to  interpose  in  this  between  the 
Executive  and  the  several  States,  nntil  the 
administration  appeals  to  me  in  the  right  spirit 
This  it  has  not  done.  The  Ezeontive  comes  to 
US  with  a  new  doctrine,  whloh  is  echoed  by 
his  friends  in  this  House,  nam^y,  that  the 
American  Government  is  not  to  exert  itself  for 
the  relief  of  the  American  people.  Very  welL 
If  this  be  yonr  policy,  I,  as  representing  ^e 
people,  will  not  exert  mynlf  for  the  r^tie^of 
yonr  administraticm. 

Let  me  restate  the  qneition.  The  doctrine 
of  the  Exeeatlve  la,  u  diort,  that,  in  th^ 
mntnal  rdiata(Hit  towards  each  other,  all  tiw 
OoT^mment  has  to  do  is  to  be  supported  by 
the  people,  and  all  the  people  have  to  do  ia  to 
sopport  the  Government  Now  I  say  that, 
nnoer  such  circamatanoes,  for  m  administration 
profesring  such  tenets,  I  will  do  Jnst  that  which 
my  pablic  duty  to  the  country  requires,  and  no 
more.  I  will  vote  for  its  Treasury  note  bill ; 
that  is,  grant  it  a  loan,  not  for  the  sake  of  the 
administration,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  pnI>lio 
creditors  to  whom  the  money  is,  or  will  be 
due,  and  of  the  Government  as  suoh,  which 
most  not  he  allowed  to  suffer,  whatever  may  be 
the  fiuilts  of  the  administration.  But  I  will 
not,  as  a  monber  of  Oongress,  vohinteer  to 
take  on  my  own  ahonlders  the  responeibUi^  of 
revoking  or  withholding  the  surplus  revenue 
fh>m  the  States,  in  order  to  listen  the  bnrdea 
of  responsibility,  whic4i  the  existing  law  im- 
poses on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Let 
him  untangle  his  own  snari.  I  will  not  raise  a 
finger  to  do  it.  The  administration  has  got 
itself  and  the  people  into  these  desperate  straits. 
It  now  proposes  to  cat  loose  from  the  people, 
and  abandon  them  to  their  fate ;  but  adcs  of  lu, 
Uie  House  of  the  pe<^e,  to  take  upon  us  the 
pro^tiatioa  for  its  dns ;  and  to  do  tlda  17^  the 


[tenMn,ltt7. 

viot^on  of  a  conteaet  between  the  Fedenl 
Government  and  the  States.   I  will  not  do  it 

ffir,  I  submit  these  bri^  renuu-ki,  on  this 
particular  bill,  by  way  of  preface  to  the  more 
extended  line  of  argument  which  I  am  about 
to  pursue. 

[Ur.  Cnabing  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  the  Mes- 
sage, and  the  doctrines  which  h  contained,  In  a 
Mpeech  divided  into  thirty  heads,  each  introduced  with 
meqitiai,  asfUlows:  **ConTocatfMi  of  CQi4;resa.*' — 
"  PoUie  IMnB."— **  Cknas  of  Poblie  IHMiw.''— 
"Condition  of  tlie  Country.'*— "Onsets  ftr  Oon- 
gress.'*—*' National  Bank  and  Popular  WHl."— "  Util- 
ity of  a  National  Bank."— Exchanges." — "  The  Bank 
Government " — "  The  Preffldent'a  Pledges."—"  The 
Pet  Baaka."—"  Divorce  of  Bank  and  State."— "Prac- 
tice of  other  Katjoos." — "  Use  of  GovenuneDt  De- 
posits."-" Utility  of  Credit"—"  Sab-Treasoriee.**— 
"Comparative  Safety."— " De&nltera."—"I%iandal 
Ope(ttloDB.'^"Tbe  Post  Offlca"— "  RrtwHiage."— 
"  Ihcsaoiy  Buk."— "  Funds  reodvable  by  Gorem- 
ment" — '^Oovemmeut  F^ker." — "Cuireocy  and 
Bank  <huatton."—"Otyect8  of  Legiriatloa.*^"  Ceded 
Powers."— *'£qualit7."—"NonJ&terfereuoeof  G«v- 
enmwnt" — "  The  true  issue." — The  KOpe  and  derign 
of  this  abridgment  excludes  the  whole  of  ttds  most 
daborate  essay,  except  what  relies  to  the  questiims 
before  the  House :  and  theae  parts  are  given  andar 
their  reflective  captiODt.] 

DivoBcx  or  Bijnc  avd  Stats. 

The  repudiation  of  hanks  as  fiscal  agents  ct 
the  United  States— this  is  the  new  scheme,  the 
"  untried  expedient,"  the  fresh  humbug,  to  be 
imposed  upon  the  people,  under  cover  of  the 
ory,  Divorce  of  bank  and  State.  This  phrase 
is  somewhat  ambiguous.  It  may  have  Cerent 
meanings.  In  the  true  and  legitimate  sense  of 
the  words,  I  am  for  a  divorce  of  bank  and 
State ;  and  I  should  r^oice  to  be  able  to  believe 
tiiat  the  administration  was  dncerely  for  it  I 
abhor  that  close  association,  that  marriage,  of 
hank  and  State  which  cbaraoterized  the  system 
of  the  late  deposit  banks,  those  pets  of  the 
Government;  banks,  some  of  them  confessedly 
the  mere  tools  of  the  administration ;  banks, 
eandng  the  aeeof  thedeposits,  like  iba  SevMith 
Ward  Bank  in  New  York,  by  walking  on  th^ 
knees  to  a  despoUc  Execative.  To  prevent  this 
marriage,  has  ever  been  a  favorite  object  of  the 
whig  fntf  thvougbout  the  country,  Korth, 
South,  and  West  To  effect  this,  always  has 
lieen,  and  I  solemnly  believe  is  at  this  hour,  if 
not  the  favorite  purpose  of  the  administration, 
at  any  rate  the  sure  tendency  of  its  meastores. 

Sir,  this  is  no  new  ijuestion.  Do  we  forget 
that  the  late  President  ddiberately  proposed  bo 
Congress  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank 
founded  on  the  fonds  of  the  Treasury,  and  con- 
ducted by  the  Government  t  Do  we  forget 
thi^  the  nnpaidonohle  da  (tf  the  late  TTnited 
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States  Bank  was  fta  independenoe  of  tb«  Got- 
enunent — the  refoaal  of  that  bank  to  be  tnAiried 
to  the  admlniitration  I  Thi^  frtnn  beginnuiK 
to  end,  miB  the  point  of  that  ocmtrorarsj.  Do 
we  fbrget  that  aftenrardi^  at  a  later  period, 
when  the  regolation  of  the  public  debits  was 
onder  discosdon  at  the  eeoond  session  of  the 
twenty-third  Congress,  the  friends  of  the  ad- 
mimstration,  to  a  man,  voted  and  a^dnst 
this  very  proportion  of  a  divorce  of  bBi£  and 
Btate,  then  made  by  Ur.  Gordon,  of  Yirfpaia? 
Nay,  that  they  refused  even  to  coouder  the 
sal^ect,  when  Hr.  Robertson  moved  a  reference 
for  inquiry  concerning  it  ?  And  now  tiiis,  the 
desperate  heresy  of  1635,  is  the  orthodox  doc- 
trine of  1837.  I  r^>eat,  I  am  (^posed  to  the 
union  of  bank  and  Mate ;  I  am  m  fkmt  of  the 
sqiaratioii  bank  and  Stat^  U  these  wnids 
hare  aar  wUoh  I  oau  comprehend. 

I  wonid  Lave  the  Govenunent  deal  with  dtizens 
ddng  badness  under  the  style  and  firm  of  a 
bank,  as  with  other  citizens ;  employ  them,  on 
proper  terms,  so  long  as  they  are  honest  and 
brae ;  otherwise,  not.  I  would  have  the  Gov- 
eroment  do  with  its  deposits  Just  as  X  do  with 
mine— -selecting  s  suitable  depoutoiy,  and  each 
oonttaoting  fairly  with  the  other  for  their 
nmtoal  advantage. 

Bva-TmAsusssB. 

Admitting,  upon  snch  fftots^  whioh  the  Presi- 
dent perforce  aon.  the  utility  of  the  credit 
qrgtem^  what  then  is  the  mdwation  be  makes 
(«  it  I  Is  it  not  angular,  that  he  stqw  at  mice 
from  a  statement  St  the  value  of  the  cre^t 
aystem,  to  the  development  of  a  new  poUey  of 
Mministration  db^tly  adverse  to  the  preinises? 

Heretofore,  the  poblic  treasure  has  not  been 
in  the  very  hands  of  the  Treasnrer  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  deputy  of  his.  It  has 
been  deposited  in  bank,  to  be  drawn  out  only 
by  warrants,  countersigned,  re^stered,  and  re- 
corded, and  BO  guarded  as  to  render  the  actual 
money  wholly  inaccesdble  to  the  immediate 
agents  of  the  Treasury.  To  avoid  the  evils  of 
bank  connections,  the  President  recommends 
that  this  public  money,  instead  of  b^og  kept 
on  dnrarit  in  buik,  shall,  for  greater  safety,  be 
kept  in  the  pockets,  chests,  or  vanlts,  <tf  colleo- 
tora,  receivers-generaL  snb--tre8sar6ra,  ot  snue 
other  danomiutSoB  of  aoenta  of  the  Treaaoxy. 
Snob,  in  phun  twms,  is  the  adheme. 

OOVPABATIVX  SaFETT. 

If  the  clerks  of  a  great  merchant,  or  otiier 
person  n&ing  a  great  deal  of  money,  were  to 
make  a  similar  propossl  to  their  employer,  that 
is,  a  proposal  that  hrge-sums  of  cash  of  his  on 
band  should  be  kept  m  their  pockets,  or  chests, 
instead  of  bting  depodtod  in  bank,  he  would 
have  good  reason  to  suspect  th^  honesty ;  but 
If  tho  employer  himself  were  to  propose  the 
plan  to  his  uerks,  and  propose  it  as  a  plan  of 
peculiar  safety,  they  would  be  sure  ne  had 
lost  his  senses. 

Bat,  demands  the  Prendent,  are  bank  Tanlts 


(H.  or  R. 

any  stronger  than  Treasury  vaults — are  bank 
agents  any  honester  than  Trearary  agenta! 

In  reply,  1st  Individuals  may  abscond  with 
the  pnmic  numay  in  their  pockets ;  bat  a  bank 
corporation  cannot.  Ifon  ett  inventm  is  a 
pretty  fk«quent  entry  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury  Department  agtunst  the  names  of 
individuals  intrusted  with  public  money ;  but 
I  never  heard  of  such  an  entry  against  the 
name  of  a  deposit  bank. 

2d.  There  is  great  difference  between  the 
case  of  money  passing  at  once  through  the 
hands  of  a  man,  and  that  of  money  kept  for  an 
indefinite  period  In  his  actual  custody;  e»> 
pecially  when  there  is  a  stream  of  it  contiua- 
ally  coming  in,  and  he  can  pay  over  out  of  the 
new  ree^pts,  so  as  to  ocmceal  for  a  long  time  a 
past  defUoation. 

8d.  A  depositor  is  not  dependent  on  the 
strength  of  a  bank  vault,  or  tiie  honesty  of 
bank  officers.  He  has  the  bank,  that  is,  the 
stockholders,  for  security.  If  the  bank  vault 
is  robbed,  or  the  bank  officers  commit  a  fraud, 
the  de^sitor  does  not  bear  the  loss ;  the  bank 
bears  it  But  if  the  Government  vanlts  be 
robbed,  or  its  agents  embezzle  tiie  money  in- 
trusted to  them,  the  deposit  is  gone,  it  is  abso- 
lutely lost  to  the  Government  When  the 
Government  deposits  in  bank,  it  has  all  the 
security  of  moral  honesty,  strong  vaults,  and 
penal  bonds  or  law%  (for  bank  officers  are 
nsaally  onder  bond  are  indiot^le  for  mal- 
feasance,) whioh  it  possibly  can  liav«^  with  anb- 
treasnries;  and  it  has  the  additional,  and  much 
greater  secnrity,  of  the  stock  and  stoddiolders 
of  the  d«K)sit  tumk. 

4th.  There  is  greater  supervision  in  banks, 
with  directors  and  stockholders  always  on  the 
spot,  vi^lant  over  their  personal  interest,  and 
having  carefhl  arrangements  of  inspection; 
none  of  which  things  could  by  any  possibility 
be,  to  the  same  degree,  attainable  in  the  sub- 
Treasory  scheme. 

The  nam  Ibstje. 

And  the  question  for  the  people  now  to  de- 
dde  is,  whether  th^r  Government  is  to  be 
active  in  tiie  perpetratiw  of  mischief  only  I 
Potent  as  it  is  fw  evD,  shall  it  be  suffered  to 
make  itself  utterly  impotent  for  good  t  Shall 
it,  in  the  hour  of  public  distress  and  peril, 
coward-like,  slink  into  a  comer,  in  wilful  nedect 
and  abandonment  of  Its  public  duty  ?  Shul  it 
stand  upon  its  safe  elevation,  and  halloo  on  to 
mischief  all  the  furies  of  r^ine  and  disorder, 
which  the  evil  times  have  drawn  forth  from 
their  lurking-places,  refusing  meanwhile  to  stir 
a  step  itself  for  the  welfiue  and  happiness  of 
the  country,  amid  the  disasters  which  its  own 
misrule  has  brought  npon  us  ! 

Doubtless  it  is  true,  as  tiie  Preudent  soggests, 
that  the  oonntiT  will,  in  time,  recover  Itself.  It 
has  elsstio  and  reonperative  energies  within  it 
which  no  power  on  earth  can  subdne.  Oar 
forests  and  our  fields, — our  oceans,  lakes,  and 
rivers,— K>ar  enterprise,  industry,  and  intelU- 
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MDce, — OUT  free  iii8titnti<nu,— the  ikvor  of 
Frovidenoe  which  has  never  forsaken  ns, — 
these  are  elements  of  greatness  and  prosperity, 
which  baffle  and  defy  all  the  errors  and  &iilts 
of  misgoremment  Bat  is  it  any  apology  for 
yoor  striking  off  my  ann,  that  its  bones  and 
moflolea  are  endowed  with  a  natnral  power  to 
knit  togetiier  agfdn,  and  regain  their  pristine 
health  and  strength  t  Doubtless,  the  conntry 
will  recover  itself;  but,  if  the  recommendations 
of  tibe  Message  are  to  be  enforced,  it  has  got  to 
reoorer,  not  only  without  aid  from  the  Federal 
Qorerament,  but  in  spite  of  the  Government 

Will  the  people  sanotion  snoh  a  doctrine ! 
In  the  ooDoIiidiiig  paragraph  of  the  Message, 
&e  President  remmds  ns  that  we  are  fresh 
from  the  people,  that  we  know  their  embarrass- 
ments, and  the  relief  they  need.  We  do  so. 
We  have  snbmitted  this  question  to  the  arbi- 
trament of  the  people.  We  cheerfully  abide 
their  decision.  We  tell  you,  that  Korth  Caro- 
lina, Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Bhode 
Island,  Maine,  nave  pronounced  Judgment  on 
iho  administration.  I  congratalate  Uune, 
e^>eoiaIly,  on  her  emancapation  from  the  thral- 
dom oS  degrading  assentation  to  every  caprice 
of  the  ExecnUve,  to  which  her  own  peculiar 
intweets  have  so  long  been  sacrificed.  We 
hall  the  anroi(»ons  omen  of  the  bright  star  in 
the  Sast.  Maine  Laa  nms  the  Imell  of  redi- 
caUam.  Well  may  abe  bold  up  to  the  we  of 
her  ristw  States  the  Donoo  in  W  esoatdieon. 
Hie  pe(^1e  have  spt^ot  ont,  and  in  a  vcdoe  of 
thunder,  which  shonld  be  re-echoed  by  their 
Bepresentatives  in  this  Hall,  until  it  penetrate 
into  the  innermost  reqessee  of  the  White  Honae. 
And  if  the  assembled  Bepresentatives  of  the 
nation  do  nothing  else  for  the  public  good  tn 
this  emergency, — if  all  the  power  and  influence 
of  the  Executive  are  to  be  exerted  as  a  drag 
on  the  wheds  of  legialation,  to  preclude  the 
adoption  of  any  measure  of  general  reliei^ — 
this  at  least  we  may  and  we  will  do ;  we  may 
and  we  will  enter  np  an  appeal  to  the  people, 
agidnst  the  oonduot  now  pnrsaed,  and  the  por- 
posea  professed,  by  this  administraticni. 

[The  d^te  vis  ftutber  conthmed  by  Hessn.  FiQ- 
more,  Haitia,  JohnaMi  of  Md.,  Beed,  SMgeant^  Her- 
on,  Bcuher,  T^or,  and  Bond.} 


TuiBDAT,  September  26. 

jFhurth  Xnttalmmt  BUL 

The  question  on  the  Ibllowtng  amendment, 
moved  by  Mr.  Piokxks,  was  then  taken : 

Strike  out  the  words  "  till  further  providon 
by  law,"  and  insert  "  the  first  day  of  Januair, 
1889." 

S<)Jeoted — yeas  66,  nays  not  counted. 
Tlie  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill, 
without  amoidment^  to  tlie  Hoose, 


[SBFTSBBza,  i8Mr. 

WxDKEBDAT,  September  27. 
Mimsnppi  Slecivm. 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  ISeotion^ 
which  was  aooompanied  by  the  Itdlowb^  reao- 
lution: 

"  Rtmlvect^  That  Samuel  J.  GboUon  and  John  F. 
H.  Claiborne  are  duly  elected  members  of  tbe  26th 
Congiess,  and  as  such  are  entitled  to  take  tii^  seats." 

The  question  was  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  in  the  above  resolution. 

Mr.  Maubt  contended  that,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States^  it  was  made  the 
duty  of  the  Legislature  of  Sfisdaaii^i  to  pre- 
Bc^be  the  time,  places,  and  manner  of  holding 
thtir  elections.  The  Constitution  of  tiie  United 
States  bad  made  it  their  specific  duty  to  do  so^ 
and  if  they  refused  or  neglected  to  exercise 
the  power  conferred  npon  them,  it  was  for  Con- 
gress to  exercise  it  It  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  Govemor,  he  argued,  to  determine  npon 
the  time,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elec- 
tions ;  and  even  if  tbe  Legislature  of  Misus- 
^ppi  bad  conferred  this  power  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor, he  could  not  have  exercised  it  l^ally, 
because  it  would  have  been  in  contravention 
of  t^e  Constitution  of  tbe  United  States.  [He 
th^  went  into  a  critical  examinatiiMi  of  that 
danae  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  ^ates 
wHctk  says:  "When  racandea happen  in  the 
r^nesentaticHi  fhnn  any  State,  the  Executive 
authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  eleoUon 
to  fill  such  vacancies,"  and  of  the  definiti<ak  of 
the  word  "  happen,"  to  show  that  the  vacancy 
which  had  occurred  by  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  the  two  representativea  from  Missis- 
sippi on  the  third  of  March  last  was  not  vuch 
a  vacancy  as  that  c(mtemplated  by  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  wh^  they  inserted  the 
above  dause.]  The  above  clause,  in  hia  opinion, 
only  referred  to  the  contingency  of  a  vacancy 
happening  by  the  death,  resignation,  or  other 
inamlitf,  of  a  member  from  a  State^  and  ^ 
not  reler  to  the  case  of  the  expir^ioi  of  the 
term  oi  aerrice  of  representatives. 

He  ecmtended,  also,  that  argnment  as  to  time 
would  not  lie,  because  the  Govemor  of  Missis- 
sippi coold  not  have  assembled  tbe  Legislature 
ana  Iiad  an  election  held  in  time  enouni  in  the 
legal  and  proper  mode.  He  next  referred  to 
oases  that  ne  oonmdered  oases  inpoint,  which 
had  occurred  iu  tbe  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
where  seats  became  vacant  by  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  Senators,  and  where  the  Gov- 
emor had  filled  such  vacancies;  and  showed 
that  two  decisions  had  been  had  by  the  Senate, 
where  it  refused  to  permit  such  Senators  ao 
appointed  to  qualify  and  take  their  seatSi  be- 
cause they  declared  that  tiie  Govemca-  of  the 
State  had  no  power  to  make  a  ten^MHwry  ap- 
p(dntment,  where  the  regular  tens  of  the 
member  had  expired. 

Mr.  M.  condnded  by  moving  to  strike  oat 
all  after  t3ie  word  '*  AwfeAi;"  and  iusertiag 
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**  That  Ssmoel  J.  Gholson  aod  John  F.  H.  Glu- 
Ixvne,  not  being  da^  elected  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  are  not  entitled  to 
seats  on  this  floor  as  sach." 

Mr.  Pekntbaoksb  sud :  I,  like  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Maubt,)  am  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Elections.  The  rela- 
ticm  which  I  bear  to  the  rqwrt  of  the  m^ority 
baa  oansed  me  to  rise.  It  u  due  to  myself^  dne 
to  the  m^ority,  and  perh^ie  dne  to  the  House, 
to  ezplun  the  reasoos  which  Indaced  the  com* 
mittee  to  come  to  thdr  eondo^ii.  In  doing 
so,  sir,  I  shall  endeavor  to  be  as  brief  as  ]>08- 
sible. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  simplj  these : 
Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claib(»ne  were  members 
of  the  24th  Congress;  their  term  of  office 
expired  with  that  Oongress :  this  came  to  pass 
on  Uie  8(1  of  Manih  last  By  the  law  of  Mis- 
aisnppi,  ber  general  elections  are  directed  to 
be  held  in  the  month  of  November,  biennially. 
The  coming  November  will  be  tb»  time  at 
which  her  general  eleotions  would  have  taken 
place,  ni^or  ordinary  dronmatanoea.  Bat,  the 
Frealdeat  of  the  United  States  having  iooed 
his  proclamation  oonvening  Oongress  on  the 
first  (tf  this  month,  it  was  seen  by  the  ezecotive 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  tliat,  nnless  the 
elections  were  sooner  brought  on,  the  State  of 
Misdssippi  would  be  unrepresented  in  the  extra 
session.  To  prevent  this,  he  issued  his  writs, 
commaudiog  the  sheriffs  to  hold  an  election,  in 
July  last,  for  two  repreeentaUves,  to  serve, 
however,  until  the  first  Monday  in  November 
next,  when,  it  was  supposed,  their  successors 
could  be  regularly  chosen.  The  writs  were 
executed,  and  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Ohiibonie 
wereretomed  as  elected. 

Upon  this  stata  ei  ftota  a-  question  has 
arisen :  are  these  goatlemeB  entitled  to  ihdr 
seats?  andif  so,  for  what  period  of  time  I 

Urst.  Are  the  gentlemen  entitied  to  their 
seats! 

Thb  brings  us  immediately  to  the  ocauid«ra- 
tion  of  the  dause  in  the  oomstitotion  read  by 
the  gentleman,  QSi.  Maubt,)  and  which  is  in 
tbese  words :  "  When  vacancies  happen  in  the 
representation  from  any  State,  the  executive 
authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  election 
to  fill  'such  vacancies."  From  this  clause  the 
executive  of  Mississippi  claimed  his  autiiority 
to  issue  his  writs:  maa  this  clanse  the  mem- 
bwB  eleefc  insist  upon  thdr  seats.  We  are 
boon^  therefore,  to  asoert^  its  meaning. 

Its  ungo^  ia :  "  When  vaeanclee  ha^ieo,!* 
Ao.  Here  at  the  thrahfdd,  tiie  inquiry  arises, 
had  vacancies  happened  whMi  the  wnta  were 
issued  I  That  vacancies  existed  cannot  be 
denied.  The  thing  of  itself  was  nearly  self- 
evident,  Mr.  P.  did  not  know  that  he  could 
make  it  any  plainer ;  nevertiieless,  he  would 
attempt  to  do  so.  By  the  OonsUtntion  of  the 
United  States  various  offices  are  created.  Those 
of  Presideot,  Vice  Prerident,  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  Soiator  in  Congress,  and 
B^raseatative  in  Coognm  an  amcng  tlie 
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number.  By  the  same  instrument,  also,  the 
tenures  of  those  offices  are  fixed  and  estab- 
lished. Those  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, being  four  years ;  that  of  Judge,  during 
good  behavior;  that  of  Senator,  subject  to 
classification,  six  years ;  and  that  of  Bepresent- 
ative  two  years.  Though  the  terms  of  the 
offices  may  expire,  the  offices  themselves  re- 
main with  the  omutitntion.  Now  the  twms 
of  office  for  MessrSL  Gholson  and  Claiborne,  as 
membwB  of  the  &4th  Congress,  expired  with 
that  Congress :  tills  came  to  pass  on  the  8d  of 
March  last  On  the  4th  of  March,  then,  thdr 
offices  were  vacant.  So  they  continued  until 
after  the  writs  were  inued. 

Having  established  this  pontion,  Mr.  P.  would 
proceed. 

It  was  sud  by  the  geuUeman,  (Mr,  Kaubt,) 
though  vacancies  ext^ed^  they  had  not  hap- 
pened ;  that  he  had  examined  the  diotioni^ 
for  the  meaning  of  the  term,  and  found  its 
meaning  not  to  apply ;  that  it  was  only  applied 
to  oases  of  casualty ;  that  it  would  be  aniurd 
to  say  the  sun  happeuied  to  rise,  the  tides  hqp- 
puied  to  flow,  so. ;  tiiat  there  was  nothing 
fortuitous  in  these  events,  they  were  fcHreaeen^ 
foreknown,  and  must  occur :  so  with  a  vacancy 
by  efflux  of  time ;  and  that  the  obvious  mean- 
iug  of  the  constitution  was,  vacancies  ocourring 
by  death,  &c.  To  this  Mr.  P.  could  not  sub- 
scribe. It  appeared  to  him  that  the  term  ehanes 
more  exactiy  represented  the  goitiemau's  mean- 
ing. The  constitation  did  not  read  "when 
vacancies  ehanet  to  happen,"  but  its  terms  were 
"  when  vacancies  h^men,*'  Ac  He,  like  the 
gentiemao,  had  looked  into  authority.  He  had 
found  one  exactly  in  point  From  it  he  learned 
(to  use  a  figure)  that  to  happen  was  a  genua, 
whilst  to  chance  waa  a  species ;  that  the  mm 
indnded  the  other,  but  not  «ios  esrao.  Ifr.  P. 
then  read  tiwa  Ch«bb's  Bynonymes  (a  bocdc 
firom  the  lilvary)  tibe  fiollowing :  "  To  happen 
(tiiat  is,  to  &U  out  by  a  hap)  is  to  chance  aa 
the  genus  to  the  species,  whatever  chanoea 
h^^iens,  but  not  vie*  Mrta.  Ha{>pen  Teq>eots 
all  events,  without  including  any  coUaUral 
idea ;  chance  comprehends,  likewise,  the  idea 
of  the  cause  and  order  of  the  events.  What- 
ever oomes  to  pass  happens,  whethw  regnlariy 
in  the  course  of  events,  or  particularly,  and 
out  of  order ;  whatever  chances  h^pens  alto- 
gether  without  concert,  intwtion,  and  often 
witiiont  relation  to  any  otha  thin^  The  news- 
papers ocmtaiiran  account  of  all  that  happana 
in  the  oouraa  of  the  week."  Now,  (tm  Ifr. 
P.,)  whilst  I  do  not  aspire  to  the  oharaoter  ot 
a  critic,  and  will  not  arnwato  to  myself  any 
great  degree  of  learning,  iwill  say,  upon  the 
authority  I  have  Just  poad,  that  the  rising  of 
the  son  may  be  wol  said  to  happen ;  the  going 
down  of  the  same  'may  be  said  to  happen ;  the 
fiowing  of  the  tides  may  be  said  to  happen ; 
eclipses  happen ;  and  that  vacaooiea,  occurring 
by  the  efflux  of  time,  may  be  said  to  h^^peoi. 
And  why,  airt    Because  they  all  onue  to 
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Then,  from  the  language  of  the  olaose,  the 
exeoative  of  MtwMiq^  hftd  anthoritj  for  his 

writs. 

Mr.  Havht  made  a  fyw  additional  nrmarks 
ia  explonatifHi  of  the  podtion  he  had  talran. 

Iburth  Iiulalmeia  MU. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  "  bill 
to  poB^ne  the  fourth  instalment  of  depoeit 
vith  the  Statee,"  reported  last  night,  with- 
out amendmoit,  from  the  Oomnuttee  oi  the 
"Whole. 

Mr.  Jknitoi  Sfdd :  The  bill  immediately  under 
ooDBideration  is  to  withhold  from  the  States  up- 
warda  of  |S,000,000,  which  was  directed  to  be 
paid  to  them  on  the  Ist  October  approaching, 
and  this,  too,  without  any  notice  to  the  States. 
The  d^ont  bill  of  June,  1886,  distributing 
$87,000,000  amongst  the  seTeral  States,  pro- 
vldee  ttut  in  the  erent  that  any  portion  <h  aud 
deporita  ahonld  be  reqidred  for  the  Treasair, 
the  Seoretary  is  anthoiized  to  wittidraw  it  *'  m 
sums  not  exceeding  $10,000,  from  any  one 
State,  in  any  one  montii,  without  prerious  no- 
tice of  thirty  days  for  every  additional  sum  of 
$30,000  which  may  at  any  time  be  required ;  " 
ihm  protecting  tbe  States  ag«nst  a  too  sodden 
or  heavy  irm,  by  which  they  might  be  in- 
convenienoed.  This  bill  proposes,  without  such 
notice,  to  withhold  from  them  from  $800,000 
to  one  and  a  half  millions,  according  to  the 
amonnt  to  which  each  might  be  entiUed.  From 
Maryland,  for  instance,  upwards  of  $800,000 ; 
from  Pom^lvania  near  $1,000,000;  Sootii 
OaruHna  near  $400,000 ;  New  York  near  one 
miOlion  and  a  hal^  and  the  othw  States  in  pro- 
portion. Are  tiiere  no  other  means  'by  which 
we  Treasnry  may  be  replenished  than  resort- 
ing to  the  sum  pledged  to  be  paid  to  the  States 
on  the  1st  October,  and  which  has  in  many  in- 
stances been  anticipated  in  advance?  This 
deposit  with  the  States  has  been  varionily  ap- 
propriated. By  some  of  them  loaned  out  at 
interest ;  by  othera  applied  to  works  of  Inter- 
nal improvement;  and  by  some  to  the  par- 
poses  of  education ;  the  witliholding  of  whu^ 
as  proposed,  must  necessarily  afltet,  more  or 
less,  those  several  interests. 

Shoold  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Soatik  Oan^na  (Mr.  FioEura)  be  adopted,  it 
irill  rmdae  moon  less  ol^eetitmable  uie  bill, 
becanae  that  flzes  the  p^od  when  tiie  i^e 
mlUloas  dull  be  paid  to  tbe  States,  and  takes 
from  the  Executive  tiie  power  of  witiidrawiog 
ft  at  his  will.  The  ammdment  to  the  amend- 
ment ofi<»red  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachn- 
aetta,  (Mr.  Adams,)  would  make  the  bill  still 
more  aooeptable,  because  in  it  the  means  are 
provided  by  which  the  payment  is  guaranteed 
to  the  States.  But,  sir,  pass  the  bill,  and  you 
have  to  raise,  by  loan,  Treasury  notes  or 
other  means  to  an  additional  amount.  The  es- 
timate by  the  friends  of  the  administration 
makes  &  deficiency  in  the  Treasnry  ttf  from  12 
to  1 6  millions  to  be  supplied.  The  nine  millions 
vithh^  from  the  States  will  not  answer  yoor 
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demands ;  and  if  yon  have  to  resort  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  raising  money  as  yon  propose  by 
your  Treasnry  note  bill,  why  not  issae  note*  to 
the  fall  amonntt 

By  tids  means  yon  supply  the  demand  upon 
the  Treasnry,  withont  saaifioe  to  the  Statea; 
and  the  prin(rip1e  is  the  same,  whether  yon 
raise  ten  or  twenty  millions. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  had  seen  a  statement  prepared 
by  his  friend  from  Maasaohnsetto,  (Mr-  Philufs,) 
and  which,  it  was  to  be  r^^tted,  had  not  been 
presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
vhioh  points  out  the  means  by  which  tihe  de- 
mand upon  tiie  Treasnry  may  be  met  withont 
the  withdrawal  of  the  nine  millions  troxn  the 
States,  and  without  an  additional  tax  up<m  the 
people.  He  hoped,  before  the  question  was 
taken,  the  House  might  have  the  benefit  of  hia 
sumeations. 

But  Mr.  Speaker,  why  la  the  Government 
thnaaitiiatedt  Why  is  tiiere  a  defieienoy  in 
the  Treaanryt  Wby  is  it  that.  Ckmgress  is 
called  to  remedy  the  embanaasments  under 
which  the  country  is  flnffering! 

I  know  that  the  response  to  these  inquiries 
by  the  friends  of  the  administratira  is,  utat  it 
is  attributable  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea 
— to  the  State  banks — to  overtrading  by  mer- 
chants— to  extravagant  epecnlationa.  If  anoh 
be  the  ftota,  who  la  re^ondide  tar  all  these 
cansest 

In  1828  the  oonntry  was  prosperous,  the  cur- 
rency sound,  bank  issues  within  proper  limits, 
and  oonfidenoe  between  man  and  man.  From 
that  period  to  the  tvesent  tim&  the  oovnby 
has  been  under  the  wnninion  of  Andrew  Jai^- 
son.  Oottgreas  haa  been  nnder  bis  control,  and 
his  will  the  law  of  the  land.  Which  of  hia 
friends  here  present,  in  either  House,  have  ever 
dared  to  raise  their  voice  against  his  will  ?  He 
tuidertook  to  re-oi^^ze  the  Government — to 
put  down  the  Bank  of  the  United  6tate»— to 
give  to  the  country  a  sound  and  uniform  cur- 
rency— ^to  eetaUish  a  metallic  drcnlating  me- 
dium, and  to  make  the  people  prosperous  and 
happy.  And  now,  after  eight  years  of  nninter- 
mptad  experiments,  with  all  the  departmenta 
of  the  Government  nnder  his  control,  with  the 
enrdse  of  a  power  which  was  never  wielded 
in  any  oonntry  «roept  a  deapotie  one^  hli  sne- 
oesaor,  in'almoiit  tiie  first  act  of  his  adininlatra* 
tion,  is  oompelled  to  convoke  Oongress  to 
remedy  the  evils  which  he  has  infiiotod  npni 
the  <»>nnti7. 

.  Bnt,  air,  Ckmgress  cannot,  by  their  aots  ahme^ 
'jdaee  the  oonntry  where  it  was  ten  yeua  sinee. 
They  may,  by  persevering  in  the  late  experi- 
ments, divide  the  responnbility  of  those  rainons 
measnree  with  tiie  Executive,  but  they  cannot 
remedy  them  without  retracing  their  steps. 
Go  back  to  1884 ;  replace  the  pablio  mcmey 
where  the  law  directed  it  shonld  be  kept ;  re- 
store the  constitution  to  its  original  pnrity  bT* 
obeying  its  injunctions;  repeal  your  Trewair 
cironlar,  whion  waa  iasoed  oontrary  to  tiia  al- 
most nnanimons  eonsattt  ct  the  B^esentitiveB 
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oi  the  people;  listen  to  the  voice  which  has 
spoken,  in  no  doabtftil  laogaage,  from  Indiana 
to  Uune ;  attempt  no  more  ezperimentB  upon 
the  eurrency :  do  this,  and  confidence  may  be 
restored ;  bat  do  not  aggravate  the  safferincs 
of  the  people  hj  contrasting  their  miserable 
camiaej  vith  tho  gtdden  Mbe  tendwed  to 
their  represeatatiTes. 

Sir,  is  it  not  extnM^lnarjr  tiiat  while,  on  the 
let  Juniu]r,  1887,  hj  a  mpoH  of  the  Sewetary 
ci  the  Treasary,  there  was  In  the  TreasnrT-  of 
the  United  States  $87,498,869  97  sorphu  over 
fbe  demands  of  the  Oovemment,  and  which 
was  hf  law  directed  to  be  distribnted  amongst 
the  different  States,  now  we  are  told  there  will 
be  a  defldency  of  from  twelve  to  nzteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  t  And  whilst  the  people  are 
puentallj  advised  to  deny  themselves  many  of 
their  accustomed  comforts,  and  to  economize 
thdr  own  ezpenditares,  not  one  effort  is  made 
to  curtail  the  expenses  of  the  Government, 
whifdi  have  risoi  ap  in  eight  years  firom  thir- 
ten  to  thirt;y-two  milUons  of  ^)Uar& 

The  proposition  has  been  made  to  separate 
tiie  interests  of  the  CtovenmiMit  from  tbat  of 
the  pet^le— to  estalriUali  for  the  one  a  sonnd, 
uniform  metallio  cnrrenoy,  and  for  the  other 
BDch  paper  as  is  denounced  to  be  perfectly 
valueless.  This  new  experiment  has  already 
commenced,  and  a  discrimination  is  to  be  made 
between  different  dasses  of  Government  credi- 
tors. I  cannot  more  dearly  show  the  rank  in- 
Jaatice,  and,  I  might  add,  oradty,  practised  by 
the  Government  in  relation  to  this  discrimina- 
tion, than  by  stating  a  fact  which  has  oome  to 
my  knowledge  sinoe  the  adionmment  of  the 
Hoose  on  SatnrdOT'.  An  old  soldier  of  the 
BevofaitifHi,  worn  oiDwn  by  years  and  ardnoos 
dntiea  in  the  servioe  of  Us  eoontry,  and  who  is 
entitled  to  a  pooaion  in  oonaaqnenoe  of  those 
servioes  from  nls  Govenunent  presented,  as 
tmial,  his  daim  at  the  proper  department.  A 
diet^  or  certificate  was  given  for  tiie  amonnt, 
and,  althbngh  he  entreated  to  have  a  few  dol- 
lars for  the  payment  of  his  post  o£Soe  account, 
he  conld  not  obtain  a  single  dollar.  To  what 
reflections  are  we  brongbt  by  sach  a  state  of 
things  as  this !  The  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, heads  of  Departments,  and  various  other 
officers  of  the  Government,  receive  and  send 
their  papers,  packages,  and  letters  to  and  from 
all  psrts  of  the  Uidted  States  free  of  postage. 
Their  frank  saves  them  from  oppresnon  here. 
Amongst  them,  with  few  exceptions,  gold  and 
rilvor  can  he  di^>ensed  with  except  at  the  post 
offloe ;  and  they  hmag  thus  protMted,  still  are 
tendered  gold  and  ^v^  before  it  is  uked  for. 
And  yet  a  poor  old  scudter,  who  is  as  much  a 
oreditor  of  the  Govenmtent  for  his  pension,  as 
a  member  of  Congress  is  for  his  mileage  or  per 
diem,  cannot  obtain  as  mneh  <tf  the  precioos 
metal  as  will  enable  him  to  buy  from  the  post 
office  his  long-en>eoted  letter,  perhaps  from  his 
children  or  grand-children,  whom  he  may  never 
see  again.  Sir,  the  old  soldier,  with  a  check 
fiir       (toBan  in  Ub  pooketf  paid  fiir  lui  iw- 


Ca  or  R. 

vices,  cannot  obtain  from  his  Government 
nHHiey  enongh  to  pay  for  hu  letter,  or  credit 
at  the  post  office  to  enable  him  to  obtiun  iL 
And  yet  members  of  Congress  and  office-hold- 
ers diuJy  receive  their  golden  reward  for  ad- 
hering to  these  experiments. 

Hr.  Msmnxx,  of  EentnoW,  «dd:  Among 
the  namerons  objections  to  tbu  bill,  it  may,  not 
withont  reason,  be  oned,  as  it  has  been,  that 
the  aot  of  C<mgress  of  the  88d  <tf  Jme,  1886, 
directing  oertun  mon«y,  bdcHOging  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  trainferred  to  the  several 
States,  on  their  oomplyiag  with  the  prescribed 
terms,  bears  the  cbaracto*  of  a  legislative  con- 
tract, from  the  obliffations  of  which  tbis  Gov- 
ernment cannot  rightfhily  discharge  itself^  by 
sncb  an  interference  with  its  provisioiu  as  the 
bill  nnder  consideration  proposes.  Tbe^  aot 
carried  with  it  certain  propositions  to  the 
States,  wbidk  th^  accepted,  respecting  tiie 
pnblio  money.  Its  mere  eostody,  if  nothing 
more  was  intended,  nndonbtedly  inv<dved  both 
expense  and  respouibilify,  iiuiqmidflntiy  of 
the  express  and  fi»mal  stipnlatitnato  restore  it 
when  demanded  aooording  to  the  terms  of  tlie 
act.  It  is  not  prrtended  tiiat  the  States  have 
failed,  in  the  smallest  particolar,  to  observe  die 
reqaisitions  of  the  aot,  as  frr  as  transfws  have 
slready  been  made ;  nor  is  their  readineaa  or 
ability  to  comply,  with  reepect  to  the  install 
ment  yet  dae,  at  ail  qnestioned. 

It  is  perfootiy  competent  to  a  Government  to 
create,  in  the  form  of  laws,  contracts  bin^ng 
npon  it  The  practice  often  occnrs.  All  onr 
acts  of  incorporation  are  instances  of  tbis  kind 
of  legislation. 

then,  the  act  of  1886  be,  as  it  is  represent- 
ed and  inristed  on,  a  contract — and  it  is  diffi- 
cult, if  not  imposnble,  to  distingiddi  it  from  a 
contract — the  ol^eotion  to  tiie  bill,  for  that 
oaose  alone,  is  altogether  snffioient.  If  a  OOD* 
tract,  it  must  be  fulfilled.  This  Oovemment 
cannot  esoute  from  the  obligations  it  imposes^ 
except  by  the  consent  of  the  other  o(»traoting 
party— 4he  States.  The  violation,  by  Congress, 
of  sach  a  contract,  coold  not,  I  knowj  be  re- 
dressed by  a  resort  to  the  jncUcial  tnbnnals. 
Tet  the  imputation  of  tyruiny  and  perfidy 
would  jnstiy  await  such  a  violation.  A  por- 
tion which  no  one  supposes  an' American  Oon- 
grees  capable  of  occupying. 

But,  dr,  I  do  not  rest  my  o]^odtiMi  to  tbis 
bill  exdnsively,  or  eroi  m^nly,  <m  the  gnmnd 
of  a  supposed  nolation  at  oontisot  Invuved  in 
it.  This  I  deem  «  nasrow  view  of  the  matter. 
I  place  it  cn  hi|^ier  and  man  commanding 
raasons— <m  the  true  natore  and  s^t  of  the 
aot;  not  as  evinced  by  its  language  or  its  form, 
but  by  the  principles  in  which  it  was  cmoeivecL 
the  ends  it  aimed  at,  and  the-whde  context  of 
circumstances  whidi  attended  its  enactment, 

Vhat,  fflr,  I  ask,  are  the  nature  and  s|»rit 
of  that  act  I  It  is  attempted  to  be  maintained 
that  it  was  merAj  intended  as  a  measure  of 
finance;  that  the  public  mwey  was  to  be 
tnnsferred,  fiv  the  ■dvantage  o£  the  Tkeafiny 
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of  Um  United  States,  to  the  Stale  Treaamriea, 
then  to  be  lield  on  depeat  fltaietlf—Bot  eon- 
tani^atiiiethewaf  U,  hj  A»  Stttea,  tor  tiaar 
own  benafi^  eren  temporarily.  In  other 
T«rd^  tbtt  tJie  State*  wen,  m  aodi,  aabetaii- 
tiaOy  eoanrted,  ^lf  thtf  iato  ao  nanj 
aMWb  and  infnnKDtoortiieFadenllVeaany. 
Itadcr  «Ua  jnttmdm,  tfaa  Heor  the  moncj, 
^  die  SCaCe^  arm  Ibr  tiM  liinlart  peripda,  or 
to  tlie  leaft  extent,  vaa  whtiXlj  forbidden ;  for, 
if  Gongreas  ooold  authorize  the  use  of  it,  by  tbe 
Statea,  without  interest  or  equiralent,  for  an  in- 
definite ttm^  tbej  mi^t,  vpsn  the  ume  ]Hiii- 
d|rfe,  and  with  eqoal  pn^friety,  wbollj'  rdin- 
qniA  it  to  Ihe  States ;  the  ooostitfitional  power 
to  do  which,  the  advocates  of  tlus  eonstmction 
dear. 

No,  sir,  raaid  he,)  the  act  of  the  S8d  of  Jane 
was  DO  finaodal  expedient.  It  is  more  impos- 
ing. It  is  ttie  offiRHiDg  of  eonsideratioas  tm- 
Hmy  affectiiig  die  Adstal  oonstitatiop,  and  the 
pvritf  of  its  admioistnlioa. 

Bj  m  conrsa  of  federal  kgldatioiL  vhadicr 
oonstitatkmal  or  imeonstitonoDal,  wise  or  nn- 
wise^  Is  of  no  mooieBt  baroi  a  latge  Teraiiie 
had  aocomnlated  beyond  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury.  Large,  however,  as  this  surplus 
was,  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  its  mere  cus- 
tody by  the  Gorenunent  was  impracticable,  or 
even  difficult.  Its  full  competMiey  to  tlus  end 
was  never  questioned.  Yet,  from  the  earliest 
period  of  tlds  aoetimnlation,  it  was  muTersally 
regarded  with  an  eye,  not  only  of  distrust  and 
aii^^^ennon,  but  of  absolute  abhorrence.  It 
waa  viewed  aa  the  dread  fountain  team  wUch 
ware  destined  to  flow  extravaganoe  in  the 
Mnal  expenditnrea,  an  gmfm  ration  of  Executive 
power,  and  aH  dse  that  was  hostile  to  the  con- 
stttothm  and  dai»eroiu  to  pnUio  liberty.  Nor, 
tbr,  was  it  viewed  in  any  blse  light  No  fear 
waa  entertained  that  was  not  Just;  no  abhor- 
rence felt  that  the  fri^tftil  visage  of  the  evfl 
did  not  folly  warrant.  The  wont  predicta<Mis 
of  its  ponidous  influences  fest  ripened  into 
fitlfihnent.  Government  eztravsganoe,  irapd- 
led  by  this  surplus,  prognuei  without  check, 
and  with  the  utmost  nq>idity,  to  the  point  not 
only  of  profusion,  but  <k  profli^Ky  verging  on 
actual  oormptira.  Executive  power,  alrMdy 
expanded  to  its  fullest  oonstitational  dimen- 
sions, seated  on  this  aama  sanln^  and  ▼ielded 

a  popaUur  hand,  wraubaa  from  ita  oo-oidi- 
nate  oapartments  erenr  oheok,  end  demolished 
ererr  halanoe  darignedfivitB  lastraint  Under 
an  abased,  If  not  nnoonadtntional,  power  (^re- 
moval fhna  office,  the  independence  of  public 
officers,  so  necessary  to  a  pure  administration, 
bn^n  down  to  the  basest  servility,  and  the 
whole  corps  transformed  from  servants  of  the 
people  ana  officers  of  the  I&w  into  an  army  of 
mercenaries,  obedient  to  Execntive  oommand, 
no  matter  what  commanding.  The  Senate — 
prostrated,  utterly.  The  Judiciary — contemn- 
ed, defied,  and  prindples  advanced  openly  by 
the  Execntive  abcdishiog  every  vestige  of  n- 
str^throo^thatdqiMwtaM^  Ooagrow  a 
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■  mintttg  patronage  pcrpetoi^  plajng  ^fm. 
it;  the  veto  figfatly  and  eaprieiouly  huled  ai 
it;  the  prartiea of  wHhhnidiiy  bUls,  iMoUw 
anddefindi^  it;  the  purse  vkrfently  wnstad 
froaa  it;  the  regalatiaa  of  the  cniicBC|y  nsa^ 
ed;  Ha  apfarit  bnte;  and  at  last,  aaMMad 
and  «iilsli«lcbed  sc  the  feet  of  the  Xxieanlifa. 
The  people— deceived,  dewiiaed,asoatg»iasow4y 
distieeaud.  Their  most  highly  fevond  mtm 
oree — the  bank  ImU,  die  land  bill,  the  immaj 
bill,  sneeeasivdy  perishiBg  omkr  the  veto,  cr 
thatother  more  tttriUe  power.  Their  envsn- 
cy — in  ngs,  torn  asunder  by  the  hand  that  had 
aoatebed  It  froaa  Oot^rev. 

The  iwinciplo  of  preeertiog  dte  surplus  tat 
the  States,  firat  acquired  form  and  eonaistanpy 
in  the  land  lull  of  Hr.  CUj.  Tbtt.  measDre 
from  its  first  concefition  was  dear  to  the  peo^ 
and  dear  to  their  repreaentatives.  It  reoevred 
mijcwitiee  in  Goi^^ress  addmn,  if  ever,  eom- 
manded  by  so  pave  a  measnre ;  and  it  mi|^ 
have  bean  leaawiab^  aimiosed  diat  anch 
Jorities,  badted  by  the  almost  andivided  voioe 
of  the  nadnif  wiwd  have  inaered  ita  aneean 
Yet,  nr,  it  periabed — under  the  frown  of  one 
man.  Not  by  the  veto,  bet  that  more  dataatn- 
Ue  engine  of  withh<dding  bills.  Its  fete  waa 
oslamitons  to  the  ooimtry,  mA  the  ealanoty  waa 
aggravtfed  by  the  gaso^  ecmvietion  that  it . 
was  indnoed  by  no  emstitntional  objectim 
really  existing  in  the  hreast  of  the  Executive^ 
but  by  the  rwentless  hatred  he  bore  the  author 
d  the  measure,  and  an  insuperaUe  repugnaDoe 
to  do  or  permit  anj  dung  tending  to  aidvanee 
his  feme. 

The  datenufawtioa  of  the  eoantry  to  refieva 
the  Govmnuot  of  tUa  malady  did  not,  bow- 
ev«;  pariah  widt  that  IriH.  It  snrvived  ud 
flonnabed.  Itmean^itaelfnartmthefoim 
of  the  depodt  Inll  of  the  Soiate^  in  the  spaing 
of  18S6,  propodng  to  transfer  the  snrplns  to 
the  States^  upon  the  execution  to  the  Goienl 
Government  of  certificates  of  depodt  bearing 
an  interest,  and  negotiable  by  the  Secr^nry  of 
the  Treasury.  That  bill  found  iu  vaj  to  this 
House,  and  finally  grew  into  the  act  ^  the  S8d 
of  Jane,  1636. 

This,  sir,  is  a  ooociee  view  of  the  history  of 
that  act,  and  of  the  primnples  which  lie  at  ita 
foundation.  That  histcwy  and  those  iHinoi[des, 
I  think,  prove — ^die  deltatea  opok  it,  the  gen- 
eral nnoarstuidiDg  of  the  oonntry,  every  diing 
that  attended  its  passage^  aU  thafceonld  diano- 
terixe  audi  a  proceeding,  ita  oontempocanaoaa 
expoaitiou  drawn  from  every  sooroe — manifeBtiy 
prove,  that  this  transfer  oi  money  to  the  States 
was  but  ool(n«bly  a  depont,  having  been  meant, 
in  fact,  as  distribution.  Upon  its  oonstitntion* 
ality,  as  an  act  of  distribution,  some,  I  know, 
rapreseed  doubts ;  and,  for  that  reason,  opposed 
it.  We  have,  therefore,  their  anthority  for  as- 
serting, that  it  involved  distribution.  The  n- 
riouB  hues  it  assumed  between  its  first  germina- 
tion in  the  land  bill,  and  its  maturity,  arose 
from  ade^  on  the  pwt  of  its  friends  to  mould 
it  to  die  viewiand  ooaatitntioaial  t^dniona  <tf 
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those  who  favored  the  priiu^»le  of  distriba- 
tioc,  but  he«tated  upon  the  mode  oi  dEeoting 
it  Sir,  that  great  act  expNiMioed  mnoh  triba- 
iMdcut  in  Btm^iog  iuto  Im.  The  oi^;ans  of  the 
SxeeatiTe,  in  both  Hoiues  of  Congress,  de- 
noonoed  it— ^vlTed  itr— warred  ag^et  it  in 
every  flfaape,  by  all  means,  and  without  quarter. 
Tbtir  published  Bpeechtas,  now  before  me, 
brMthe  th»  utmost  vit^ence  towards  it.  It  is 
notorious  that  it  experienced  the  frowns  of  the 
Executive ;  for  even  in  the  third  generation,  it 
labfved,  in  his  eye,  under  the  corse  whieh  he 
had  pronounced  on  its  forefather,  the  land  bill. 
And  when  at  last,  afler  passing  by  most  strik- 
ing majorities,  it  was  presented  to  the  Eieca- 
tiTO,  a  reluctant  u^iatare  was  wrong  from  him. 
He  did  not,  in  the  jangnage  of  the  conatitatitni, 
approve  the  UlL  He  barely  tolerated  ito  pas* 
awe,  tiie  first  and  last  instanoe,  during  his  ad- 
mmistration,  of  his  Tidding^  eren  In  his  %»- 

E^oes,  to  the  will  of  Congress  or  of  the  people  I 
e  r^tented  agniog  the  bill  the  moment  after 
he  bw  done  it.  His  spirit  of  unbridled  role 
entstrued  it  into  an  act  of  EzeontiTe  humilia- 
tion ;  to  soothe  which,  he  followed  the  act  of 
signing  the  bill  with  an  extraordinary  aunnn- 
oiation,  through  the  officnal  paper,  of  his  deter- 
mination to  publish  to  the  world  the  secret 
necoMity  which  had  forced  it  upon  him.  His 
growling  and  ill-suppressed  wratn  pursned  the 
measure  ever  after. 

ytbat  action,  by  the  States^  eiuned  the  pas- 
Mige  of  tills  law  8  In  Uieir  reoeption  of  uidr 
TMpeotiTe  proportions  of  the  snridns,  none  of 
them  dther  viewed  or  treated  It  as  a  deposit 
nmely ;  though,  for  the  sake  of  the  appoar- 
anoes  which  the  act  had  been  compelled  to  as- 
some^  they,  too,  observed  the  forms  prescribed 
by  it.  The  general  policy  adopted  by  them, 
respecting  the  application  of  the  surplus,  was 
the  same.  In  the  West,  in  partionlar,  as  in  all 
new  countries,  a  great  demand  existed  for  ottpi- 
tsl,  the  want  of  which  repressed  their  enter- 

Eriiw,  andstiSed  the  development  of  the  boond- 
ss  resources  profusely  scattered  around  them. 
This  act  waa  hailed  as  measurably  supplying 
that  oa;dtal.  Thur  Legialatares^  pnviaadj 
Hmited  to  the  meana  afluded  by  direct  taxa- 
tion, felt  freed  from  thdrfmrnerreatraint^uid 
at  once  laonohed  into  a  bold  and  inoantions 
policy.  Popular  inatmction  and  internal  im- 
provement  were  the  predominating  ot^eots  of 
their  r^^ard.  The  whole  energy  of  theu*  legis- 
lation was  bent  towards  laying,  deep  and  bnud, 
the  foundations  of  that  policy ;  and  the  mtema 
devised  for  the  purpose  became  intimately  con- 
nected with  every  ramification  of  bunneas. 
They,  in  many  instances,  wvre  connected  with 
tiie  local  banks  by  an  investmait  of  the  snr- 
plns  in  oanital ;  thronglr  the  banks,  with  the 
trading  and  mtfcantile interests ;  andnltimate- 
ly  with  all  elaaaea. 

Taking  Into  view  this  i^Uoation  of  the  sur- 
libu  by  tha  States,  and  simKidng  it  liaUe,  as 
eontended  fiv,  to  be  leoallea  at  tto  Measure  of 
the  Soerataiy  of  tbo  IkeaBury,  la  it  not  plaia 
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that  the  act,  instead  of  abrid^ng  Executivo 
power,  as  was  intended,  must  greatly  augment 
It  t  It  oonfiBia  npon  toe  Executive  the  moat 
dangerous  power  over  the  States — no  less  a 
power  than  that  of  direct  taxation ;  for  to  that 
a  recall  of  the  surplus  mnst  lead;  the  States 
having  no  other  expedient  to  sustmn  the  inter- 
ests shown  thus  to  rest  upon  it 

Evep  admitting,  then,  that  Congress  may 
have  the  right  to  extort  from  the  States  the 
BorploB  already  pud,  and  to  withhold  that  now 
due,  the  exerdse  of  the  right  would  not  be 
warranted,  except  on  the  most  urgent  and  ir^ 
reastible  necessity. 

What,  sir,  is  that  necessity,  as  alleged  by  the 
Freudent,  fmd  assumed  by  this  bill?  It  is, 
that  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  is  un- 
able to  aufltain  itadf  in  its  embairaasmentBi 
witiioatreeortingto  the  fourth  instalment  in- 
tended ibr  the  States,  amounting  to  $9,867,214,- 
98;  the  proportion  of  whidi  trans^able  to 
Kentucky  bemg  nearly  half  a  million.  I  have 
looked,  in  the  spirit  of  sincere  inquiry,  into 
evidences  upon  which  this  alleged  financial 
necessity  rests ;  and  have  looked  in  vain.  The 
report  of  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  sub- 
mitted to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion, though  obviously  meant  to  magnify,  as  Car 
as  possible,  onr  financial diffionlties,  has,! think, 
utterly  failed  to  establish  it.  Information,  de- 
rived facially  from  that  department  since,  un- 
der raaolntifmB  of  this  Hooao,  still  further  weak* 
en  the  attempt 

Without  altering  minutely  into  the  condition 
cf  the  Treasory,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  plaln^ 
demonstrable,  that,  by  converting  into  cash 
(which  can  readily  be  done)  the  bonds  held  by 
the  Government  on  the  Fennsylvania  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  amounting  to  $7,946,866  li, 
I>e8ide8  interest,  means  may  be  commanded 
fully  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  Treanuy, 
without  violating  the  act  of  1836. 

The  proposition  to  withhold  this  sorplns 
would  be  more  tolerable,  if  it  were  intended  to 
prevent  the  creation  of  a  new  national  debt; 
my  aversion  to  which,  if  any  thing  could,  might 
indoce  ma  to  aapport  it.  Bnt  it  intends  no 
such  thing.  The  Fretideot  bodly  annoanoea  to 
tiie  pe<^e  of  the  United  States  the  starting 
purpose  <tf  fixing  npon  them  a  new  pnblio  debt 
— not  in  a  direct  fwm,  but  under  the  inndieai 
disguise  of  Treamry  notes.  The  empIojpnMit 
of  these  notes  is,  in  the  end,  more  pernicious 
than  any  othw  ezpediwt  of  finance  tbat  ooold 
be  adopted.  Under  its  cover  a  public  debt 
steals  upon  the  nation  by  degrees,  imperoepti- 
ble  to  tiie  people ;  and  the  first  signal  of  ap- 
proaching danger  is,  deprtoiated  Government 
paper,  and  public  credit  prostrated,  with  im- 
pending burdens  and  taxation  in  the  rear, 

Hr.  FoCTEB  sdd :  If  I  comprehend  the  fiscal 
dtoatioa  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  nfivxt  ot 
the  Seoretary,  there  would  not,  on  the  let  of 
October,  be  snffident  available  funds  in  .die 
Dqwutment  to  pay  the  amount  transfimbto  to 
tho  States  by  the  d^oait  Mt|  by  one  third. 
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CoBgrea  must,  in  thaterout,  {voride  the  fimds, 
to  enable  the  Treasory  to  make  the  deposit 
wKh  tibe  States ;  and,  when  that  ram  Is  prorid- 
ed,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  unless  further  pro- 
Tision  is  made,  the  Treasnry  would  he  emp^, 
and  the  operations  of  Goremmeot  saspenaed. 
Not  B  dollar  wonld  he  left  to  supply  the  mint, 
to  meet  contiogendea,  or  the  oorrent  expenses. 
Under  this  state  of  the  Treasniy,  the  qaestitm 
is  presented,  Is  the  nation  bonnd  hy  contract, 
express  or  implied,  to  deposit  these  nine  mil- 
lions with  the  States  f  If  she  is,  a  high  sense 
of  duty  imperatively  commands  a  foifilment  of 
the  bargain.  Nay,  if  the  fiuth  of  the  nation  is 
pledged,  so  that  it  wonld  be  dishonorable  to 
make  a  temporary  postponement  of  the  depoeAt, 
the  idedge  mast  be  redeemed.  That  the  de- 
porit  aot  created  no  oULntory  onnpaet  witib 
tiie  States  seems  clear.  The  act  d  1886  had 
two  objects  in  view  :  1st,  tosenmaufedepoe- 
itory  for  keeping  the  pnhlio  money,  nnderspeoi- 
fio  relations  by  law.  2d.  A  lai^  surplus 
had  accamnlated  in  the  Treasnry,  not  immedi- 
ately wanted  for  the  exigencies  of  the  nation. 
It  was  to  be  BO  deported,  as,  in  the  interim,  to  he 
used  for  the  benefit  of  the  jpeople.  The  181^ 
section,  after  a  reservation  of  five  millions  from 
the  sorplnsj  directed  the  remainder  to  be  de- 
posited with  the  States.  What  were  the  States 
to  receive?  The  sarplns  remuning  in  the 
T^earary.  If  none  remaned,  the  proposed  de- 
port never  ooold  be  made.  The  measure 
would,  In  that  tesnlt,  have  had  no  operation. 
This  act  did  not,  nor  eonld  it,  prevent  Oon- 
srCBB,  after  its  passage,  and  befwe  the  1st  of 
January,  from  mpropriidiag  part,  or  the  whole 
amount  in  the  Treasnry  tor  tiie  support  of  the 
Government,  the  defence  of  the  country,  or  its 
seonrity  and  prosperity.  A  new  era  existed  in 
the  financial  sitnaticm  of  the  country.  The  nar 
tional  debt  was  extinguished — the  Treasury 
overflowing.  A  rapid  reduction  of  the  revenue 
would  have  prostrated  great  and  important  in- 
terests, built  upon  the  mth  <tf  previous  legista* 
tkm.  What  was  to  be  done  with  the  mon^  ? ; 
Oltfeotions  of  a  sadons  nature  arose  to  idmoet: 
vnrj  fiaa  proposed  for  ito  <UqK^tion.  At 
lait,  tm  mode  cn  making  the  States  the  depori- 
tory  was  agreed  upon.  They  were  "to  keep  it 
■aMy,  and  r^ay  it  whenever  required  for  the 
{wposeof  defrayingthe  wants  the  Treasniy." 
1)0  these  terms  partake  d  the  character  of  a 
oontraot?  Are  they  not  the  mere  expression 
of  a  deposit  for  safe-keeping  1    No  mutual 

S Divalent  e:dBta;  no  quid  pro  quo,  which  con- 
totes  tiie  essence  of  a  contract;  no  contider- 
ation  on  which  an  ohUgation  can  he  fonnded. 
At  what  time  was  the  oontraot  oonaummatedt 
At  the  passage  of  the  act,  at  the  period  of  l^s- 
lative  action  by  the  sevwal  St^ea,  or  oa  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  asoertaioing  the  amount 
tor  ^■trihtttlcmf  The  aet  was  passed  on  the 
wqipoaitlon  that  i  siuplns  woud,  on  a  givm 
day,  be  fbund  in  the  iWsnry.  If  the  Secre- 
tary had  ascertained  that  no  surplus  was  there, 
at  the  period  fixed,  what  claim  w(^  the  States 
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have  had  on  tihe  nalton  to  nin  a  aaqdna,  and 
what  amount  of  surplus  wonld  harebeeoneoes- 
sary  to  satisfy  that  olafanf  What  an  extrMtvli- 
nary  and  dangerous  state  d  afiSura  is  preacmted^ 
if  tiie  time  m  deposit  is  not  poetponed— tiie 
United  States  laymg,  and  collecting  taxes,  or 
hwTowiiw  mcmey,  to  depout,  when  ooUec^ed, 
with  the  States  1  In  ny  judgment,  no  power  is 
granted  by  the  owstitution  to  Oougress  to  draw 
money  from  the  people  for  any  such  purpose. 
To  deporit  money  for  safe-keeping,  is  not  to 
pay  a  debt,  nor  is  it  necessary  for  "  the  com- 
mon defence."  If  constitutional,  its  fatal  and 
blighting  operation  upon  oor  institutimtt  mi^iit 
wMbeftared.  To  teaeh  tho  State  sover^ipi- 
ties  to  look  up  to  the  Hatknal  OoTamment  aa 
the  gnat  reservoir  to  Bnpjdy  them  meana  of 
BoppOTt,  instead  d  a  reliance  up<m  the  pec^ile^ 
would  inevitably  destroy  their  ind^ndenc^ 
anff  introduce  a  system  of  extravagance  and 
corruption  which  would  speedily  produce  the 
rain  of  the  republic  The  d^Kint  act  was  a 
tfflnporary  expedient  to  meet  an  extraordinary 
crisis  in  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  country.  The 
causes  which  gave  it  birth  no  longer  exist. 
Postpone  its  operation  until  a  similar  ooeasion 
arises;  then,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  let  the  surplus  he  depoeitea  with  the  Statesu 
This  will  be  doing  justioe  to  thean,  andredecon* 
ing  honorary  and  &iriy  the  hopea  excited  fay 
the  passage  of  the  law. 

Ifr.  Wm  said  ha  was  in  no  aenn  pr«pared 
to  disensa  thia  bill;  and  were  it  not  that  ha 
alone  of  the  oppotition  voted,  the  vote  waa 
proverbially  48  aemaeraU  and  Wml  against 
the  dirtrilmtion  bill— distributiou  bill  it  was; 
and  was  there  not  a  seeming  incon^stency  be- 
tween the  vote  he  then  gave  and  the  one  he 
now  ^ould  give  against  this  measure,  he  would 
remain  silent.  But  (said  3Cr.  W.)  I  am  pecu- 
liarly situated,  and  must  explain  my  position. 
I  shall  vote  against  this  bill  to  pos^onetbe 
foutth  instalment  under  the  law  of  1880 ;  and, 
inasmuch  as  I  voted  against  the  law  to  ereato 
that  instalment,  I  must  expUn. 

What  a  change  has  **  come  ova-  the  ndiit 
<rf  our  dream  I"  this  all  does  aeon  like  a 
dream  to  me.  Bat  yeatards^ — as  it  were^  last 
week— we  wwe  debating  and  ddibwating  upon 
the  great  and  sdemn  qoeatton,  What  shall  be 
done  with  our  immense  anr^os  revenue  ?  We 
were  told  by  the  Preddont,  by  the  party,  by 
the  press,  that  the  nation  was  in  a  state  of  the 
most  exuberant  prosperity;  that  the  Treasury 
was  oTOTflowing  with  miluons,  and  ooontless 
streams  d  revenne  were  still  pouring  in  frcan 
custnns  and  from  lands.  We  saw  one  of  the 
strongest  friends  of  the  administration  in  the 
Senate  (Mr.  Bxhtton)  proposing  bills  of  appro- 
priation for  the  most  extended  woAs  of  eztrav- 
agant  expenditure,  and  providing  far  the  most 
magi^cent  outl»  of  a  splendid  Govenmwnt. 
In  two  sessiraB  of  Oongresa  we  saw  more  than 
eighty  millions  appropriated  by  law,  and  wa 
saw  an  oppositi(ni,jeaIon8  d  Executive  power, 
striving  to  enrtsU  £ieciitiT»  patronage  1^  pot- 
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tiur  a  nominal  BoridM  of  ittor*thsa  tbkt7-MTea 
DiUioiM  oat  <^  Um  ExeentiTe  handt  All  thiH 
msbnt&fearpMt— inJniie,i8S6;  andajear 
in  the  oialenoe  d  a  Gorernraeut  is  but  a  dar. 
What  hear  wo,  vhat  aee  we  now?  What  do 
we  hear  and  see  in  September,  1887 1  6ir,  we 
are  now  called  t(^etber,  at  an  nnnaoal  tune, 
nuder  the  most  extraordinary  emergenoies,  bj 
an  official  proclamaticm  of  distress — distress 
among  the  pw^le,  and  distress  in  the  affiurs  of 
Gtovemment  I  Wliat  are  the  recommendations 
of  the  President?  What  are  the  propontions 
of  the  Committee  WayB  and  Means?  Yes- 
terday, sir,  yesterday  there  were  sixteen  mil- 
lions of  unexpended  balanoes  of  q>propriatioDs 
for  1860,  tiiirty-seTcn  millions  and  a  half  of 
snridiu,  five  muliooa  remrve  tor  ofrntingencies, 
^xtj  millions  or  more  in  the  Treasury ;  and 
now,  tar,  though  Ha  States  have  beoi  piud  bnt 
three  instabneiits,  though  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  fifteen  millions  have  been  suspended, 
we  are  told  that  the  TVeasory  is  bankrapti 
Sir,  look  at  the  bills  on  your  table.  After 
all  this  prospn^ty,  so  soon  after  all  this  richness 
and  superfluity  of  means,  of  a  sudden  we  see  a 
bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  to  be  pud 
the  States;  a  biU  to  issue  ten  millions  of  iuoon- 
TMtiUe  Treasnry  notes;  a  bill  of  bankruptcy 
proposed;  a  series  of  acta,  like  fishing  nets, 
put  out  to  draw  in  your  small  remnants  of  re- 
Bomves  to  replenish  our  exhausted  coffers;  a 
series  of  measiires  to  rake  tooether  the  small 
change  ftf  QoTemment,  which  lies  scattered  in 
the  places  where  the  bnlk  of  our  treasures  were 
sumosed  to  be  I  How  came  this  ofaai^? 
What  means  this  inunense  and  sndden  Ticiasi- 
tude?  What  has  produced  this  scene  of  loss 
and  ruin  and  confasioni  Sir,  it  may  surprise 
some,  it  does  not  snrprise  me.  It  is  exactly  as 
I  alwa^  thoi^ht  it  would  be — it  was  all  hum- 
bn^.  Ton  never  had  the  money ;  it  was  a  de- 
lusion ;  the  people  were  deoeived  and  imposed 
upon.  One  raason  why  the'  QoTemment  op- 
posed the  depodt  act  was  because  it  was  sure, 
in  the  end,  to  expose  the  fact  that  we  had  all 
along  been  to|Hdmg  on  the  giddy  liei^t  of  a 
drimiTe  and  fiiue  proq[Mrify,  ever  rer^ng  upon 
an  overwbehniitt  oatmtrophe  I 

The  catastrophe  has  come  and  overwhelmed 
us;  we  are  now  baofcropL  and  we  are  asked  to 
take  back  this  ^ft  we  made  to  the  States  in  the 
moment  of  our  delumm  and  folly ;  to  postpone 
the  fbnrth  instalment  until  further  provision  by 
law.  I  will  not  vote  to  do  it.  I  wiH  vote 
agunst  this  bill  for  the  smne  reason,  the  very 
same  reason  Ivoted  against  the  depositaotitself. 

This  bill  is,  as  was  that,  iu  fraud  of  legiala- 
tion.  I  will  say  it  boldly,  that  every  word 
said  by  the  young  gentieman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  MxNSFSa)  is  true.  That  act  was  a  distri- 
bution bill,  not  a  deposit  act,  and  so  understood 
by  most  who  voted  fbr  it.  It  was  openly  advo- 
cated as  a  distribution  bill,  and  opposed  by  me 
on  this  floor  as  a  dbtribntion  bill.  By  the 
leadov,  at  least^  of  parties,  it  was  never  utmd- 
ed  as  any  thing  else  than  as  a  dirtribntioa  bill, 
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and  they  never  expected  that  a  dollar  deposited 
witii  title  States  wtnild  ever  be  returned  to  tho 
General  Government,  It  was  a  disguised  meaa< 
ure,  and  therefore  I  opposed  it  It  sud  one 
thing,  and  meant  another;  it  was  a  deposit 
bill  on  its  face,  and  a  distribaUon  bill  in  the  in- 
tention of  its  legislators. 

It  is  true  the  great  qnestion  was,  What  shall 
be  done  with  the  surplus  revenue  ?  It  was  a 
great  sonrce  of  corrupdon ;  most  of  the  oppo- 
sitioD  feared  that  bo  great  a  money  power  1^ 
with  a  oormpt  Executive  would  enslave  us; 
tiie  plana  to  dispose  of  it  were  numerous,  almost 
infimte ;  there  was  a  great  and  irreconcilable 
diversity  of  opinion  among  most  of  ua;  the 
land  bill  had  failed.  It  was  at  such  a  moment 
when  I,  as  well  as  many  others,  be^pu  to  be 
willing  to  dispose  <tf  it  iu  almost  any  way,  to 
take  it  from  the  handy  of  power  and  its  para* 
sites — ^handa  which  seemed  to  grasp  it  with  an 
iron  hold— it  was  then,  I  say,  I  saw  that  truly 
gallant  and  great  man,  who  is  always  wide 
aw^e,  and  mways  knows  when  to  strike  for 
his  policy,  who  has  always  been  consistent  and 
constant  in  one  line  of  policy,  Hbhbt  Cla.t, 
who,  if  he  be  the  father  of  the  American  sys- 
tem, has  ever  supported  it  with  a  master  hand. 
I  saw  him  convert  the  word  distribution  into 
deposit,  and  the  public  money  into  the  public 
lands.  I  saw  him  bring  forth  that  -depout  act^ 
and  thoogh  oft  baffle£  though  comparatively 
weak  in  the  numben  ta  hie  partor,  oliaariy  in  a 
minority,  yet  it  seems  impoamble  to  resist  him ; 
he  will  be  felt,  will  be  heard.  I  saw  him  can? 
his  measure,  in  qtite  of  all,  successfully,  tn- 
umphantly  I  He  curied  Uie  subatitute  for  his 
land  bill  in  a  way  most  snrprisiog  to  me.  I 
saw  the  State  rights  men,  of  the  strongest 
calibre,  carried  along  with  him,  and  aiding  in 
the  Bnmxtrt  and  suooeaa  of  the  distribution  bill. 

Sir,  I  regarded  that  bill  as  the  very  acme  of 
the  Ajnerican  qrstem.  I  was  astoniuied  to  see 
how  the  strait-Jacket  politicians  were  cai^t 
by  it.  Every  effort  was  made  to  obtain  my 
vote  for  it;  some  of  my  State  rights  friends 
endeavored  most  strenuously  to  prevail  on  me 
not  to  vote  against  it  No,  I  tMd  them  th^ 
were  excee^ng  'the  most  nltrarladtndinarians; 
I  could  not  vote  tor  it ;  it  was  imoaiatita- 
tional. 

What  have  been  the  consequences  of  paaring 
that  bill  t  The  States  of  the  Union  have  taken 
the  mon^  as  their  own.  They  have  taken  it 
just  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  told  the 
depout  banks  to  take  what  was  deposited  with 
them  as  their  own — for  loan,  for  use,  for  trade, 
for  commerce.  They  have  appropriated,  used, 
and  expended  what  has  been  given  them,  and 
have  entirely  anticipated  tiie  amount  of  the 
fourth  instalment,  yet  to  be  paid  them. 

The  proposition  for  ^is  measnre  came  from 
no  State  in  the  ITiu<»l  Yon  gratoitoualy  pass- 
ed a  law  saving  them  this  money ;  and  you 
bavcL  by  your  own  aetion  here,  nnson^t  and 
nncailed  kv,  indnoed  them  to  ineur  luge  ez- 
penditnres  and  heavr  contracts.  If  yoa  Iuts 
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not  made  itrictly  a  oontract  with  them,  70a 
have,  wisely  or  anwlsely,  caosed  them  to  make 
contracts  with  others.  Yoar  gratnitotia  prom- 
ises have  caused  them  to  enter  into  solemn 
obligations,  which  thej  mnst  keep  in  good  faith, 
though  yon  fail  to  keep  yonr  faith  and  to  enable 
them  to  comply  with  their  obligations.  The 
case. is  sabmitted  to  me  as  a  chancellor.  A 
fiither  promises  to  advance  his  boq  ;  the  son,  on 
the  faith  of  the  promise,  makes  a  purchase. 
Shall  the  father  not  comply  t  Yes,  ur,  bo  saith 
eqaity ;  and  so  I  say.  I  will  not  put  the  States, 
1^  my  T0t«,  to  the  least  inoonvenienoe,  even  on 
tusoomt  of  promises  gratnltonsly  made  by  the 
General  Government,  and  on  the  ftuth  of  which 
tiLe  States  have  proceeded  to  act  or  oontract. 
Althongh  I  do  not  consider  this  a  contract  be- 
tween uiB  General  Government  and  States,  yet, 
sir,  I  am  for  decreeing,  under  the  circnmstancea^ 
for  the  States  to  take  the  money. 
I  have  said  I  shall  vote  agunst  this  bill  to 

rstpone,  becaase  it  is  just  like  the  bill  it  means 
part  to  repeal.  It  provides  that  the  fourth 
instalment  shall  be  postponed  until  further  pro- 
vinon  by  law.  Kow,  sir,  does  any  gentleman 
vho  wiu  Tote  for  this  nil  Intend^  that  the 
Btatos  ^all  ever  receive  or  be  paid  this  fourth 
instalment !  "So,  fa«  does  not.  Br  the  word 
'^postoone,**  yon  mean  the  word  "repeal" 
Ton  either  mean  to  repeal,  or  yon  do  not.  If 
yon  do^  why  not  say  so  ?  Why  say  one  thing 
and  mean  anothw?  If  the  bill  means  to  re- 
peal, it  means  to  do  so  frandolently,  and  there- 
fore I  cannot  vote  for  it  If  it  means  what  it. 
says,  to  postpone  nntil  farther  provision  by 
law,  it  means  BtiH  farther  to  pledge  the  &ith 
of  this  Government  to  distribute  this  portion 
of  the  fourth  instalment — a  measure  to  which 
I  was  always  opposed,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
vote  for  it  in  either  aspect.  If  you  have  never 
before  committed  youraelves  to  pay  this  money, 
yon  will  hare  done  so  by  this  bul.  Bo  yon  not 
plight  the  fiiith  of  the  natiou  hereafter  to  dis- 
tribute this  amount  I  Postpone  is  not  the  right 
word  for  a  measure  of  repeal ;  and  to  postpone 
nntil  furtiier  provision  by  law,  la  to  say  you 
will  at  some  ume  do  what  I  was  never  willing 
should  be  done  at  any  time. 

But  I  have  other  objections.  This  bill  is  in 
ud  of  the  Bub-TreasuT7  scheme,  and  it  tends 
to  put  the  State  banks  ,which  hold  the  balance 
of  surplus  revenue,  into  the  power  of  an  ad- 
ministration whose  policy  is  to  discredit  imd  to 
destroy  them. 

Sir,  let  me  ask  those  who  call  themselves 
Conservatives,  especially,  how  they  can  vote  for 
ft  bill  whioh  everybody  understands  as  a  part 
of  an  entire  system  of  warfore  a^inst  the  local 
instittttions  of  the  country  V  Every  bill  on 
your  table  tends  to  this  one  great  ykAiA;  to 
make  all  banks  odious  and  insolvent ;  to  pnt  the 
screws  upon  them,  and  to  check  them  up  with 
tiie  reins  and  stiff-Mta  of  Government.  These 
bills  are  all  mere  preoursors  of  a  Treasary 
bank,  which  oan  only  be  made  ttderabto  in  tiie 
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ublio  mind  by  making  every  other  sort  of 
ank  intoleraUie.  Credit  must  be  destroyed  to 
destroy  the  credit  system.  Is  not  this  plaint 
Is  it  not  obvious  that  this  looofoco  administra- 
tion is  courting  the  people  and  taunting  the  op- 
position to  force  upon  it  either  a  national  bank 
or  a  Treasury  bankt  What  is  a  Treasioy 
bank,  but  a  national,  a  United  States  bank,  in 
its  really  odious  form }  Have  we  not  the  clear- 
est evidence  tiiat  an  unrelenting  war  is  com* 
menoed  against  the  State  banks— Jacksoa  dvetf 
Has  not  the  "Greateot  and  Beet"  denoimeed 
them  even  with  more  venom  than  he  ever  de- 
nounced  the  great  monster  and  Old  Kick  him- 
self!  Has  he  not  denonnced  tlie  local  bank 
system  of  deposit  as  the  most  base  and  perfidi- 
ous! And,  nr,  if  any  link  in  the  cnain  is 
stronger  than  another  to  bind  the  local  banks 
to  the  oar  of  the  Federal  Ezeoutive,  it  is  this 
bill.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Chambeeb)  has,  by  a  very  able  speech,  relieved 
me  from  the  trouble  of  demonstrating  thi& 
But  he  will  not  publish  his  speeohes,  though  he 
delivers  among  the  ablest  we  hear  in  Congress. 
I  require  of  him  to  publish  that  qteedi,  and  I 
here  rebuke  bim  for  not  publishing  otlien.  Ha 
has  demonstrated,  sir,  uat  thia  hm  wOl  call  on 
the  banks,  and  tlu  banks  will  call  on  tiie  peo- 
ple, for  more  titan  aevanteen  milUons  of  spet^ 
The  banks  are  to  be  made  to  groan  and  call  out 
in  their  distress  up(m  the  Executive  for  reliefl 
Sir,  I  should  think  we  would  all  remember 
other  evidences  of  enmity  from  a  oertain  quar* 
ter  to  the  local  banks :  the  evidence  has  not  ail 
been  published.  The  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  OAUBBm.BKo,)  we 
are  told  by  the  newspapers  wrote  to  a  friend 
In  Albany  that  they  then  had  the  banks  "  on 
the  hip."  Kow,  sir,  that  is  an  old  Virginian 
phrase  in  wrestiing,  and  I  tell  the  Conaervar 
tives  that  if  they  do  not "  mind  their  eyes," 
the  deposit  and  local  banks  will  alt  be  '^croaa- 
hoppled  "  and  lud  fiat  on  their  backs  1 

[Mr.  OAHBBXLXira  here  interposed,  and  made 
some  remarks  to  the  eSaet  that  he  was  glad  his 
letter  had  been  alluded  to,  and  that  he  was 
thus  afforded  an  opportunity  to  publish  it.  He 
said  a  copy  was  at  the  service  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  and  he  would  be  happy  if  the 
gentleman  would  publish  it] 

Hr.  Wise  continued.  Sir,  I  do  not  pretaid 
to  be  oertain  of  the  oontents  of  that  letter.  I 
will  not  say  it  will  be  found  to  contain  tii*  ex- 
pressidn  *'  we  have  'em  on  the  hip,"  bnt  I  will 
risk  its  publication.  Where  there  was  so  much 
smoke,  there  must  have  been  eome  fire^  It 
made,  as  it  was  said.  Governor  Uaroy  mad, 
and,  at  all  events,  will  be  found,  I  e^^ect,  to 
eznlt  highly  in  the  probable  triumph  of  looo- 
foco priociplea  and  events  over  sound  cre^t 
and  currency. 

[Mr.  Caubreleho.  If  he  had  thought  there 
was  any  thing  worthy  of  publication  in  the 
letter,  he  wouw  have  pnUiuied  it.  GovenMr 
Ibny  oukdemned  tiw  ni^emdon  itf  spede  pay- 
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nenta.  Bat  X  never  went  bo  far  as  the  gentle- 
man  from  Maasaohnaetta ;  why  don't  yoa  wage 
war  on  him !] 

Ur.  WuB.  Sir,  I  mean  the  Hagg  letter. 
Let  there  be  no  tricfca — give  me  the  real  letter. 
I'll  pablish  it,  and  risk  the  advantage  the  gen- 
tleman has  of  ftimisfaing  me  with  whatever 
letter  he^eaaes.*  If  it  be  not  found  to  oontun 
thft  <dd  Vixginia  wreatiing  phraa^  I  think  It 
will  be  fcnna  to  deolare  var,  lelentleaB  and 
savage,  against  the  local  banksu  I^ow,  be  it 
diatinotly  understood  that  I  am  no  advocate  of 
the  deposit  banks,  or  the  State  banks  generallj. 
I  opposed  the  deport  pet  bank  system  as  ineffi- 
cient and  eorrapt,  I  have  been  engaged  the 
last  two  years  in  ezponng  its  vioes.  I  cannot 
bring  my  nund  to  choose  between  the  pet  bank 
lystem  and  the  BUb-Treasnry.  I  am  a  friend  to 
neither,  and  I  shall  oppose  both ;  but  I  cannot 
consent  to  aid  the  Executive  of  the  Federal 
Government  in  waging  an  exterminating  war 
against  the  institutions  of  the  States  of  the 
tiniML.  I  d^reoate  an  alliance  of  State 
banks  with  tills  oentntl  power,  no  more  than  I 
do  an  ezeentive  war  vpmi  tiiein.  The  rights  of 
tiie  States  and  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
tiw  States  are  too  iollnately  blmded  with  these 
institntifflis  for  me  to  consent,  either  that  they 
shall  be  corrupted  and  used  for  political  pur- 
poses, or  be  prostrated  and  omshed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  They  now  have  ceased  to 
be  "  pets."  Some  gentlemen  seem  goaded  by 
that  appellation  of  them  now,  and  I  am  not 
willing  that  they  shall  become  victims,  like  al- 
most all  our  institutions,  to  be  sacaific&d  at  ^e 
shrine  of  an  overweening  federal  power,  which 
now,  mora  than  ever,  darkens  the  land.  The 
fbncu  now  in  the  deposit  banks  are  not  to  be 
transtered  to  the  States.  The  banks  are  not 
to  be  1^  to  the  merqr  ct  th^  creators,  bat 
they  are  to  be  noona  down  by  tiie  tender 
merdes  of  this  administraUoii,  whldi  bronght 
them  to  the  very  oonditiim  which  is  now  oil- 
eulated  to  render  them  odions,  and  to  fumi^ 
the  pretext  for  expressing  them  and  their  debt- 
ors. Whose  interest  is  it  now  to  show  Haat 
they  have  been  "  base  and  perfidious ! "  Sir,  I 
wi^  that  my  honorable  colleague  (Kr.  Qas- 
land)  was  hero.  I  would  remonstrate  with 
him,  OS  a  true  conservative,  against  his  remarks 


•  Tk*  fate  WH  indwa«  fer  Mr.  Oambnlmg,  aad  iMd 
■sMhm: 

"K»W  Toit  Mat/  10, 1887. 
■*lfr  sxu  six:  I  bftTe  Jut  Uvned  that  some  of  oar 
frnnds  (I  heard  t]i«  Bank  Commtsslnnen  namad)  vera  to 
SO  to  AXitmj  this  aftanoon,  to  nt  tbo  LtMMan  to  suspend 
wimoltkat  part  of  our  buk  Uw  reUtliu;  to  the  snspaa- 
aton  m  spede  paTments.  Sack  a  meoanre,  ft  seems  to  me, 
WMM  be  Md  In  eTery  pcdnt  of  view.  The  bank  partjr  have 
Inmoted  upon  thomselres  u  a  partr  a  (btal  blow,  sod  hare 
esUbUshed  a  eommareUl  preeeden^  irhloh.  If  sanctioned  la 
aarnuDner  b7  the  LMlsUtnra,  wlU  lead  to  a  snapeniton  of 
wade  pajrmaata  at  the  commMe«aKnl  of  everr  pressure, 
whlDh  would  be  Terr  dUbrent  f  n  Ito  ethcta  from  that  which 
baa  now  oocnrred,  after  credit,  prioaa,  banklot  and  ererr 
kind  ot  trade  an  rwlneed  so  low  that  onr  dty  bank  paper 
ud  ^pede  are  aearir  on  a  par  Air  all  the  puposes-of  tnoe. 
"  yerj  tnur  Tours, 


in  &vor  of  this  bill.  This  is  not  a  conservative, 
but  a  locofoco — a  destructive  measure.  Sir, 
we  are  told  that  the  funds  in  the  deposit  banks 
are  not  available.  If  they  are  not  available  to 
the  General  Government  they  may  be  available 
to  the  States.  And,  if  not  available,  why 
should  they  be  withheld  from  the  States  when 
they  cannot  avail  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  I 
The  local  banks  can  pay  the  States,  whilst  they 
cannot  pay  the  General  Government  The 
States,  wherein  they  are  located,  will  take  thdr 
notes.  With  thdr  local  currency  they  can  pay 
the  laborers  on  the  works  for  which  they  have 
contracted  on  the  futh  of  this  deposit. 

Truly,  truly,  it  may  be  said,  sir,  that  the  evil 
which  Genera]  Jackson  did  lives  after  him.  He 
was  the  most  fortunate  man  that  God  ever  per- 
mitted to  riot  in  success,  and  to  triumph  over 
much  that  was  good  I  Be  warred  without 
cea^ff  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
he  rendered  it  an  odious  monster,  and  killed  it 
in  the  omfidence  of  men ;  yet  all  the  time  that 
he  was  in  power,  and  wielding  that  power 
against  that  institution,  it  was  fhictifying  the 
nation,  sustaining  ezcbao^e,  maintaining  credit, 
a  sound  currency,  r^^latiog,  in  a  measure,  ex- 
cessive bank  isBues,  meting  out  to  labor  its 
reward,  iusnring  confidence  in  trade,  keeping 
prices  steady  and  advancing,  and  in  every  way 
warding  off  the  evil  day  until  after  General 
Jackson's  tenn^f  office  expired.  Uis  monster 
lived  to  keep  him  and  his  power  and  popularity 
alive,  until  it  was  too  late  to  rebuke  him  for 
the  mischiefs  we  now  endure.  It  gave  ns  4 
seeming  prosperity  which  was  all  ascribed  to 
General  Jaoksou,  and  verily  his  enemy  was 
made  to  praise  him.  Sir,  it  was  the  most  signal 
instance  of  good  fortune  in  his  whole  life,  that 
the  bank  continaed  in  existence  nn^  wltlun  one 
year  of  the  expiration  <rf  his  reini,  and  that 
the  effects  of  its  death  could  not  oe  felt  until 
one  year  after  tiie  expiraUcm  t)f  its  diarter,  and 
one  day  after  bis  political  career  ceased  I  It 
waa  wonderful  the  coincidence  of  events.  TSfo 
one  thought  that  disorder  would  so  soon  ar- 
rive; it  waited  not  a  moment  after  Jackson 
ceased  to  be  President  You  may  look  through 
his  whole  life,  I  say — to  the  cook-pit,  the  horse- 
race scenes,  to  his  hair-breadth  Wpes  in  war, 
and  to  his  glorious  victories — and  not  find  a 
parallel  instance  of  good  luck  with  this.  We 
were  told  that  the  bank  would  fall  like  the  oak 
in  tiie  forest,  crushing  every  tender  shrub  in 
reach  of  its  giant  trunk  and  branches.  Not  so ; 
it  died,  like  a  good  man,  quietly,  and  almost  In 
silent  prayer.  The  earth  AoA  not  at  its  M ; 
and  yet  in  one  year  from  tiiat  event  the  cre^t 
of  the  Government  and  the  trade  of  the  people 
are  crushed.  Sir,  when  it  died,  the  arterial 
blood  dried  up ;  its  bills  of  exchange,  which  it 
kept  at  tiie  lowest  rate  in  market,  were  that 
blood;  it  circulated  in  the  great  arteries  be- 
tween the  exporting  and  importing  points,  be- 
tween north-east  and  south-west,  New  York  and 
New  Orleans.  The  bank  was  your  importing 
and  ezportin^  agent ;  the  artery  of  internal  ex- 
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change  was  cnt,  and  the  nation  now  lies  bleed- 
ing to  death  I  None  of  this  happened,  because 
it  could  not,  until  ait;er  Jackson  ceased  to  reign. 
Now,  oh  I  ye,  the  people,  contrast  the  "  last  an- 
nual Message  of  the  chief,  and  his  &rewell 
address,"  with  the  first  extraordinary  Message 
of  his  successor !  Sir,  the  administration  either 
knew  of  all  these  results  which  we  have  wit- 
neased,  so  raioous  and  disastrooa,  or  they  did 
not.  They  may  take  which  horn  of  the  di- 
lemma they  choose.  If  they  did  not  see  the 
opOTation  of  causes  and  the  coming  of  events 
almost  touching  their  noses — events  which  were 
predicted  for  years ;  events  which  have  follow- 
ed so  saddenly  upon  their  boasts  of  prosperity ; 
upon  times  when  the  administration  party  was 
fbr  voting  away  millions  for  every  species  of 
extravagance;  upon  times  when,  instead  of 
withholding  appropriations,  they  were  making 
the  most  numerous  and  extensive  Qovemment 
contracts,  contracting  away  millions  in  a 
month ; — I  will  not  he  harsh ;  I  will  not  say  if 
they  did  not  know  and  ^d  not  conuder,  ttiej 
most  have  been  fods ;  or.  If  they  saw  and  knew 
what  was  coming,  and  they  did  not  warn  the 
pet^le,  they  miut  be  knaves.  A  Mend,  the 
other  day,  said  he  would  pnt  both  horns  upon 
them,  and  malce  the  beast  complete  I  I  will  not 
say  they  mnst  be  both  knaves  and  fools ;  but  I 
do  say  there  has  been  most  shamefiil,  wilibi, 
blind,  and  gross  mismanagement,  and  mal-ad- 
ministration ;  and  if  there  be  no  hope  of  re- 
form, all  hope  of  preserving  the  Government 
and  its  fteedom  and  purity  must  cense  I  Their 
great  panacea,  their  deposit  hank  system,  has 
signally,  wofhlly  f^ed.  It  was  reconmiended 
and  defended  but  yesterd^  as  the  best  substi- 
tute for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  it  was 
to  supply  exchange,  and  perfona  every  finan- 
dal  ana  oommeroial  ftmotion;  and  we  have 
seen,  in  a  day,  in  what  it  hai  resulted.  They 
now  recommend  another  sovereign  remedy, 
another  king-cure-all,  a  sub-Treasury  system. 
Are  they  to  be  confided  in  I  Are  they  and 
their  plan  not  to  be  distrusted  ?  Are  the  peo- 
ple not  sick  of  exx»eriments  ?  But,  sir,  this  part 
of  the  discussion  I  mast  reserve  for  the  time 
when  the  sub-Treasury  system  comes  np; 
though  I  do  not  believe  it  will  ever  be  present- 
ed, in  good  faith,  to  the  decision  and  action  ctf 
this  House. 


Trtbsdat,  September  28. 
Iburth  InttalTMtU  Bill 

The  House  resumed  the  condderatton  of  the 
"  bill  to  postpone  Hhe  fourth  Instalment  of  de- 
posits wiUi  the  States.^ 

Mr.  GuBHMAK  remarked  that  this  question  had 
long  been  very  couMderably  and  very  fully  dis- 
cussed, and,  he  believed,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
every  gentleman  of  the  House.  He  believed 
that  any  farther  discussion  of  it  would  be  en> 
tirely  useless,  and  the  House  was  worn  down 
with  the  debate.  StiU,  he  confensed,  he  should 
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be  very  happy  if  the  House  would  then  pass 
upon  the  several  amendments  submitted  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  ftirther  delay.  He  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  asking  whether  it  was  not  the  sense  of 
the  House  that  the  discusuoa  had  been  carried 
as  far  as  it  ought  to  be  I  whether  the  subject 
had  not  been  fiiUy  and  &irly  debated — snffi- 
cieotly  debated  I  In  the  fiill  belief  that  it  had, 
it  was  his  intention  to  oall  for  the  preriona 
question ;  but  althov^  he  had  risen  for  that 
purpose,  he  would  make  this  {Hnposition.  If  it 
meets  the  general  approbation  of  the  House 
to  close  the  debate,  I  uunild  he  willing  to  have 
the  vote  taken  upon  every  amendment,  and 
give  t^e  movers  of  them  an  opportunity  of  call- 
mg  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  each.  For  iha 
purpme,  however,  of  temng  the  sense  of  the 
House  to  bring  this  discussitm  to  a  close,  I  move 
the  previous  question. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was 
seconded— yeas  107,  nays  78. 

Mr.  Beed  called  for  the  yeas  and  n^s  on  the 
question,  "  Shall  the  mam  qaestion  be  now 
putt "  which  werewdered,  ana  were— yeas  128, 
nays  103. 

So  the  House  detenniiied  that  main  ques- 
tion he  now  put 

The  main  question,  being  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  recurring — 

Mr.  Bkioob  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — 

Tbis. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atberton, 
Beattj',  Beinie,  Bicknell,  Blrdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  BruTii,  Buchanan,  Bynam,  Cam- 
breleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Ohaney,  Ch^>mu),  (Slley,  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  GleTeland,  Coles,  Covuiot,  Ondg,  Cush- 
man,  Bavee,  DeGratT,  DTomgoole,  Duncan,  Bdwards, 
FarriuKton,  Fairfield,  L  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gal- 
lup, Gholson,  Glaacock,  Gnntlind,  Oruil;  Haley, 
QamnKHid,  ^mer,  Haniabn,  HawUiu,  Haynes,  Hol- 
sey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hobley,  WilUam  fi.  Hunter,  B. 
H.  T.  Hunter,  In^bam,  T.  B.  Jaduno,  X  Jadtson, 
J.  JcduiBOn,  K.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Eemble,  £11- 
Eore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbctter,  Lewis, 
Lo^n,  Arpbaxed  Loomis,  Lyon,  James  U.  Uason, 
Martin,  HcEay,  Bobt.  McClellan,  A  Ucaellan,  He- 
Clure,  UnKim,  UiUer,  Hoore,  Uorgan,  Samuel,  W. 
Horns,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Pahner, 
F&iker,  IVmenter,  PattoD,  Faynter,  Pennybacber, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Rckens,  Pltimer,  Potter,  Pimtt, 
Prentiss,  KriUy,  Richardson,  Bivea,  Sawyer,  Sbeffer, 
^eplor,  ^nccr,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Tbmms,  Titus, 
ToucCT,  Towns,  Turaey,  Vail,  Tanderreer,  Wage- 
ner,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  WtdtUesey,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Worthhigton,  Tdl— 119. 

l^ATS. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  ADeo, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycr^,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Bri^  William  B.  (Mtoun,  John  Calhoon,  W.  B. 
Campbell,  John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey, 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  CMlds,  Clowney,  Corwin, 
Craiy,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Gushing,  Darling- 
ton, Drwsoq,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore, 
Emu,  Era^  Ewing,  Blchard  Fletcher,  FiUDM»e, 
Rice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Gnfaam,  W.  Graham, 
Graves,  Gray,  Greoaell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harian, 
Harper,  Hastinga,  Haves,  Henry,  Herod,  H<^an, 
BxufkiM,  Jenifer,  H.  Johuon,  W.  0.  Jofaasen,  lin- 
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cola,  Andrew  W.  Loomis,  lUlory,  Mirtin,  Suatm 
iCuoQ,  Uaurj,  lb7,  Jlaxirall,  HcEIeniuui,  Menefee, 
Xnoer,  Millinn,  Montgomery,  Hattbiu  Uonis,  Cal- 
vuy  If  orris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Peorce, 
Fecfc,  Fbillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Bariden,  Bandolpb, 
Re«d,  Kencher,  Bhett,  Bidgway,  Robertson,  Rumaey, 
Riusell,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles 
EBiepord,  ^dds,  Sbtey,  Slade,  Smith,  Snyder, 
Soutfagate,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson, 
Tlllingfaiist,  Toland,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White, 
John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  miliama, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph  L.  WIUiuH,  Ohiistojpher 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  Totto>— 117. 

Bo  the  bill  was  ordered  to  s  third  reading. 

Ur.  FiOKKNB,  having  voted  in  the  nujorily, 
moved  to  reoonrider  the  above  vote;  whidi 
motion  lies  over  for  to-momnr.  Mr.  P.  tiben 
gave  notice  that  he  should  then  lobmit  his 
omoidmeiit. 


Fbidxt,  September  29. 

^burth  Lutalmmt  BiU. 

The  House  took  np  the  "  bUl  to  postpone  the 
fborth  instalment  d  depont  with  the  States." 
The  qneitioii  pm^ng  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
PicKma  to  reoonrider  tiie  vote  bv  whioh  It  had 
been  tvdered  to  a  third  reading  u»t  night. 

Hr.  PioKEHS  Bud  it  was  notlilB  derire  to  oo- 
cnpy  the  attention  of  the  Hoose  for  any  length 
0^  time,  for  he  was  perfectly  certun  that  its 
patience  mnst  t>e  exhausted  by  the  disoassion 
that  had  already  taken  place.  I  desire  (sud 
he)  to  reconsider  the  vote,  because  every  gen- 
tieman  must  be  aware  that,  under  tiie  peculiar 
and  technical  operations  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion, a  m^ority  of  this  Bonse  bad  not  been 
hrought  to  vote  upon  the  amendment  proposed. 
Sir,  I  consider  the  amendment  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  propose,  as  important  both  ia  princi- 
ple and  in  poliej.  I  deaire  the  Hoiue  to  be 
brought  to  a  dlstinrt  vote  upon  that  aoMnd- 
ment,  and  it  Is  witA  that  vieir  I  moved  to  re- 
ooumisa  the  vote  mdeidng  thla  bill  to  a  third 
reading ;  and,  In  prawnting  tbat^  I  beg  gMitle- 
mm  to  reflect  upon  the  coarse  which  they  are 
disposed  tp  pursue. 

lb:.  Speaker,  the  provisions  of  that  aot— the 
depont  act  of  1886, 1  mean,  are  peculiar.  They 
give,  in  oert^n  cootingencies,  power  to  tiie 
Beoretary  of  the  Treasury  to  call  baek  the  three 
instalments  already  distributed,  under  certiun 
limit^^us.  Sir,  it  is  a  power  which  you  your- 
self, by  the  very  act  which  you  dwire  to  enforce, 
*  by  refusing  to  pass  this  bill,  place  in  the  hands 
of  the  8ea%tary  of  the  Treasury.  What  will 
he  the  result,  then,  of  defeating  this  bill  t  Why, 
that  you  leave  it  a  dalm  upon  the  Tkeasnry,  and 
that,  by  solemn  AsetuslDa  and  solemn  TOte  re- 
ecting  this  btD,  you  make  it  tlie  Imponativo 
uty  of  the  Secretary  to  execute  the  deposit 
act  to  its  very  letter, 

Kow,  sir,  look  at  the  proposition,  lliey  say 
the  Treasury  is  embarrassed ;  that  it  is  reduced, 
and  that  it  will  want  fbnda :  then  how  will  the 
d^Oflitaet  bettuonted!   Wlqr,  the  Secretary 
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must,  of  nec^ity,  call  upon  tiie  States  tar  the 
three  instalments  already  made.  But  suppoeek 
as  gentlemen  say,  that  the  Treasury  is  full,  and 
that  there  are  ample  fUnda  ia  its  lumds.  If  this 
be  true,  what  a  ^ectacle  will  be  presented  to 
the  American  people  ?  That  your  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  your  authorized  officer,  has  pre- 
sented a  set  of  statements  to  this  House  and  to 
the  country  which  are  utterly  false !  Oan  any 
adiniuistratlon  stand  under  the  scorn  and  in- 
dignation this  would  produce  amongst  an  out- 
raged people,  when  Congress  meets  In  Decem- 
ber, and  finds  his  statements  a  thorough 
delnuonl  But  I  doubt  it,  «r.  It  is  my  sincere 
impresuon  that  the  Treasury  is  embarrassed, 
ana  that  if  you  reject  the  bill  on  your  table, 
yon  place  not  only  the  States  and  the  Treasuries 
of  the  States,  but  the  State  banks  also,  which 
genUemen  wish  to  protect,  at  the  mercy  and 
under  the  control  of  the  Secretary.  Now,  dr, 
I  put  this  to  ^tiemen :  are  they  preparra  to 
see  this  deposit  act  executed  to  its  letter,  and 
especially  under  tlie  existing  pressure!  Are 
they  prepared  to  pay  back  the  three  instal- 
ments I  Under  this  specific  provision  of  that 
aot,  I  know  the  course  the  Trrasary  will  pursue 
— or,  at  least,  what  I  beUeve  it  will  pursue.  It 
is  this:  That  it  wUL  if  the  fourth  instalment  be 
p^  over  at  all,  throw  the  expenses  of  this 
Government  upon  the  States,  by  drawing  upon 
them  for  the  three  other  instalments ;  and  tiie 
inevitable  result  will  be,  that  you  compel  the 
Treasury  to  rely  upon  the  States  to  support 
and  sustain  the  General  Government.  Thb 
will  produce  more  pressure  tiien  will  be  pro- 
duced by  the  suspension  of  the  act  of  1836,  or 
than  could  possibly  be  by  withholding  the 
fourth  instalment.  Let  gentlemen  from  the 
West  look  at  this.  The  deposit  banks  of  Ala- 
bama, Kississippi,  Louinana,  Sentudty,  Indi- 
ana, and  Ohio  nave^  at  this  time,  neany  seven 
milUons  of  doUara  on  dqwsit  out  of  the  nine 
and  a  hslf  required  to  psy  the  fourth  ins&Bl- 
nient  What  will  be  the  tesultr  Ton  win 
compel  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  call 
upon  those  banks  to  pay  up,  so  as  to  enable  him 
to  execute  that  payment  Look  at  Ohio,  hav- 
ing more  now  than  she  ia  eotitied  to  under  the 
fourth  payments  Do  you  suppose  tiie  paper  of 
the  Ohio  banks,  though  perfectiy  good  and  cur- 
rent in  that  State  between  man  and  man,  will 
be  received  at  par  in  Pennsylvania,  which  is  to 
draw  a  million !  Or  do  you  suppose  the  funds 
of  Alabama  banks  will  be  taken  by  Greoigia  for 
her  instalment,  when  perhaps  they  are  from  ten 
to  fifteen  per  omt.  below  x)&r  there,  and  then 
pledge  its  fidth  to  refund — in  what  t  in  ^ede, 
or  in  available  funds  equivalent  to  q>eoie^  to 
this  Government!  Would  this  be  ft  sound 
financial  operation  on  the  part  of  Geoi^pa,  or 
would  her  Gkivemment  assent  to  it! 

Again,  tor,  suppose  this  bill  be  not  passed, 
what  will  be  another  result!  That  you  «dl 
upon  the  Beoretary  of  the  Treasury  to  enforce 
tiie  law,  or  distribute  the  fourth  instalment, 
and  whsxe  are  Uio  means  you  put  in  hii  coo- 
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trolt   Do  TOO  not  Bee  that,  under  saoh  an 

rratioD,  yon  iQevitably  compel  him  to  ezeoate 
law  to  the  letter,  and  that,  to  do  bo,  be  most 
draw  contribations  IVom  tbe  States  to  distribate 
back  to  them  f   Is  this  sound  policy  i 

Now,  Bir,  look  at  the  Treasnry.  note  bill. 
Will  it  relieve  the  Treasnry  from  embarraas- 
ments  t  If  that  bill  sbonld  pass  the  Bouse  In 
Its  present  form,  as  passed  by  the  Senate,  pay- 
ing interest  on  its  notes,  what  will  be  the  re- 
siut  ?  Why,  the  moment  yon  throw  them  out, 
they  will  be  taken  up  by  capitalists,'  as  the  very 
beat  invesbnen^  as  stock,  nnd^  existing  cir- 
onmstaoces.  There  are,  at  this  time,  mulions 
of  capital  lying  idle  in  the  vaults  of  banks, 
watohmg  fhe  operatioDs  of  this  Groremment, 
and  ready  to  take  stock  in  a  bank  of  the  United 
States,  if  such  an  instltntion  should  be  created. 
Yes,  sir;  these  very  capitalists,  the  moment 
you  throw  out  your  ten  miUionB  of  Treasury 
notes  bearing  interest,  will  seize  upon  them, 
and,  .instead  of  serving  for  a  circulation,  they 
wQl  be  invested  as  stock.  It  will  only  then 
afford  temporary  reliel^  and  the  final  effect  will 
be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  to  create  a  debt 
How  are  the  notes,  with  intere^  to  be  redeem- 
ed! By  taxation,  ur.  And  are  we  prepared 
to  inonr  that  debt?  Now,  If  you  tbroir  into 
etrenlatioii  ten  millions  oi  outiBeatea,  reodrable 
only  for  pnblic  dnes  not  bearing  interest— (but 
I  much  qnesUon  wheUier  yon  will  ever  set  a 
mqjoriQr  in  this  House  to  pass  such  a  bill  as 
tb^  for  tiie  rimple  ftct  that,  the  moment  the 
Government  throws  into  dilation  such  bills 
as  that,  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States  of  Pennsylvania  will  be  excluded  to  that 
eztentfrom  circulation  in  the  South-west,  where 
they  have  been  at  five  and  ten  per  cent.) — I 
say,  if  you  throw  into  circulation  such  certifi- 
cates, their  circulation  would  spread  through 
the  country,  and  might  relieve  the  present  em- 
barrassment, and  could  be  redeemed  in  {iitnre 
dues.  Bnt  there  is  an  interest  atmggling  gainst 
this— ^e  banldng  interest  of  iha  oonntry. 

Now,  idr,  srane  gentlemen  soppose  the  notes 
I  have  reforred  to  will  fiUl  beww  par.  How 
can  that  be  t  If  they  be  receivaUe  for  the  rev- 
enues of  the  Government^  and  no  more  be  is- 
sued than  enough  to  pay  those  revennea,  they 
will  be  above  par,  or,  at  least,  equal  to  gold  and 
silver.  Nothing  can  depreciate  them  bnt  an 
issue  beyond  the  amount  of  tbe  revenue  of  the 
coantry,  and  it  isevenqnestionahle  if  that  would. 
But,  sir,  can  we  pass  such  a  bill  as  tliat,  viz : 
without  Interest,  and  throw  no  more  into  ciron- 
latlon  than  the  amount  necessary  for  the  public 
dues  ?  It  is  very  doubtfbl  wheuier  this  House 
would. 

Bnt  throw  out  910,000,000  of  notes,  bearing 
Interest,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  called  on  to  redeem  them,  or  they 
will  nm  on  at  interest,  thus  creating  a  debt  in 
Its  most  odious  and  objectionable  form.  G^- 
italists  in  stock  are  deeply  interested  in  such  an 
isane.  Wliatever  this  Government  makes  re- 
odva^  in  dues,  1^  to  all  intents  and  pupoeeai 
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moaiey,  and  snob  a  drenlation,  limited  to  the 
amount  of  expenditures,  would  be  equivalent 
to  gold  and  silver,  and  i^ere  the  oommo'oial 
eommnnity  in  collections  of  customs.  It  would, 
iu  fact,  be  a  currency  resting  upon  the  credit 
of  Government.  And  this  is  all  the  Ooveni- 
ment  could  do,  even  tbou^  a  bank  endorse  the 
notes  or  loan  its  crediL 

Now,  sir,  I  repeat,  wq  are  not  prepared  for 
the  state  of  thin^  that  will  ensue  upon  the  re- 
jection of  tliis  bill.  You  will  press  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  compel  him  to 
execute  that  fourth  instdznent,  and  the  resnlt 
will  inevitably  be  that  you  compel  this  Govvn- 
ment  to  create  a  debt,  which  debt  yon  are 
bound  to  pay  in  the  revenues  of  the  country ; 
and  how  these  revenues  are  collected  we  all 
too  well  know. 

Who  receives  the  distribution  1  Bo  you  dis- 
tribute it  according  to  the  payment  of  taxes ! 
Haay  suppose  that  we  consume  according  to 
population,  and  pay  taxes  according  to  con- 
Bomption.  If  this  be  true,  we  do  not  receive 
our  proper  distribution,  for  two-fifUis  of  a  cer- 
tain class  of  our  population,  under  our  repre- 
sentation, will  be  excluded.  Are  gentlemen 
prepared  to  carry  out  this  system  permanently, 
or  create  a  debit  by  distnbnting  this  instu- 
mentf 

Ur.  Speaker,  the  view  I  had  in  introdnung 
tbe  am^idment  was,  that  if  tbure  be  any  suiv 
plus  remaining  in  1880,  Ihen  let  it  be  deposit- 
ed ;  and  I  thought  at  the  time,  and  still  think, 
it  wonld  meet  the  assent  of  a  nunority  d  the 
House.  Tbe  tendency  of  this  would  be  to  pro- 
duce economy  in  the  wpropriations  for  next 
year,  under  ^e  hope  of  receiving  the  depodt 
then.  Upon  aU  the  other  questions  presented 
by  gentlemen  in  this  debate,  discursory  as  they 
were  in  their  character,  "  as  otnni&ta  rebut  «f 
qu^utdam  aliit,"  I  desire  to  reserve  myself  for 
the  sreat  bill — for  I  call  that  the  great  measure 
of  ue  session— the  divorce  bill  I  mean.  That 
bin  I  hold  myself  prepared  to  defend,  and  I  foar 
uo  oonaequenoee. 

[A  further  debate  now  took  place  in  vhldi  Vesan. 
Cimbrdeng,  Waddy  Ihonqison,  Gray  of  New  York, 
Loomia,  Toueey,  and  Lyon,  were  the  speakers ;  when,] 

Mr.  Oahbbsuoto  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Tbe  motion  was  seconded. 

Tbe  previous  question  was  then  put  and  car- 
ried; and  the  mun  question  being  on  recon-< 
sideration — 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  taken— yeas  149, 
nays  81. 

6o  the  Honse  imAni  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  had  been  wdered  to  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Piomra  moved  his  amendment  to  limit 
the  postoonouent  to  the  1st  of  January,  1889. 

lb.  WnxuHS,  1^  Nwth  Carolina,  moved  to 
lay  the  Wl  and  amendments  on  the  table,  and 
denumded  ^e  yeas  and  nays ;  which  were  or- 
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dered,  and  stood— yeas  101,  nayi  183.  Negft- 
tived. 

Th«  qiwtioa  being  on  Hr.  Hatbbb*  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  ot  Mr.  Fioexns, 

Mr.  Bbix,  aft«r  in  animated  ^feoh,  sabmit- 
ted  a  motion,  to  reoommlt  the  bm  and  amend- 
ments to  the  Oommittee  of  the  "Wbdo  <hi  the 
state  of  the  Union,  vith  instniotions  to  report 
tite  ftdiowiDg  as  a  snbatitate  fbr  the  Ull : 

"  That  the  payment  of  the  flmrtb  butalment  re- 
mdied  to  be  deposited  wtth  the  BUtes,  by  the  act  of 
tiie  23d  of  Jnne,  1886,  be  postponed  until  the  Ist 
dty  of  October,  1840;  and  that  OKmeTS  to  that 
amount,  nov  in  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
urer, sod  other  puUio  officers,  in  anj  of  the  deport 
banki)  be,  end  the  aame  are  heiebj,  anvoi«iated  fw 
the  psjmcat  of  the  SBSM. 

"Sec,  2.  And  be  it  ftaiJker  enacUd,  That  It  shall 
be  the  do^  of  the  Secretaij  of  the  Treasnry,  as  toon 
ss  may  be  after  the  1st  daj  of  October  next,  to  pro- 
eeed  to  tai^  and  transfer  to  the  several  States  his 
drafts  or  orders  to  paj  their  respective  portions  of 
said  BKmeys ;  and  thkt  it  shall  be  bnrful  for  any 
State,  irhich  may  be  willing  to  accept  sodi  drafts  or 
tnuisfers  in  payment  of  its  l»oportion  of  said  ioslal- 
■ksnt,  acooraing  to  the  terms  of  said  set  of  the  S8d 
of  Jane,  1836,  to  receive  the  same ;  provided,  never- 
dieless,  that  any  bank  or  banlcs  upon  wUch  such 
trwufers  or  dnAs  sball  issne,  upon  the  condition  of 
paying  to  the  States  holding  the  same  interest  at  the 
rate  <h  five  per  cent,  per  annum  qtiarteriy,  sball  be 
reqairad  to  pay  the  prindpal  only  in  the  following 
faistalmenta,  to  wit;  tme^Uid  on  the  Ist  of  Ootobw, 
18S8;  (me4hird  on  the  1st  of  October,  1889;  and 
the  remiinder  on  Hm  Ist  dsy  of  October,  1840." 

Mr.  Oxmsujora  hc^ed  the  Boose  would 
rdect  the  mottonf  and  pass  the  tnU  this  n1(^t 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  cnimiit,  and  dedded  in  the  negidiTe— yeas 
64iiayBU9. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Ur.  PioKKHS,  and  dedded  in  the  aflton- 
atire— ^eas  ISO,  nays  99. 

Bbbd  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  (wUoh  was  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  a  third  reiwan|^)  whloh  were  ordered,  and 
were: 

TsAS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atberion, 
Beatty,  Btme,  Bidoidl,  Birdull,  Borden,  Godhead, 
Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buduman,  Csmbreleng,  J.  Camp- 
bdl,  T.  J.  Carter,  Chancy,  Chapman,  Olley,  Clai- 
borne, Glari^  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connw, 
(Ms,  Cadnnso,  Davee,  DeOraff,  Dronujoole,  That- 
csn,  Edwards,  Elmore,  ranington,  Fairfield,  Foster, 
Trj,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Hiley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  HnUey, 
W.  H.  Hooter,  R.  M.  T.  Hnnter,  Ingham,  T.  B. 
Jadcson,  J.  Jadcstm,  J.  Johnson,  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Eemble,  l^lgore,  Kliiujensmith,  Legare, 
Leadbetter,  Logim,  A.  Loomia,  tm,  J.  H.  Uason, 
Kutin,  HcEay,  R.  HcCldlau,  A.  HeCadlan,  HoClare, 
MoKim,  HiHer,  Honteomery,  Hoore,  Xorgsn,  a  W. 
XMiis,  Muhlenbog,  Hniray,  Noble,  Owens,  Parker, 
^rmuitw,  Faynter,  Pennyhadcer,  Fetrikin,  Fhelps, 
Pickens,  Flomer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Beily, 
Khett,  Biobardson,  Sawyer,  Sheffer,  Sbeplor,  Spencer, 
StBww^A^,  llioinaa,  ntas,  Tcmoey,  Tmrai  Tail, 
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Vanderveer,  Wagoner,  Wdister,  Wedts,  T.  T.  Whit- 
tiesey,  J.  W.  WObams,  WorAfawton,  snd  Tdl— 118. 

Nats.— Xssn.  Adsms,  Alexuidflr,  H.  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Ayoikg,  Bril,  ^dle,  Bond,  Bonldin, 
BriggB,  W.  B.  Caiman,  J.  Oalhoon,  W.  B.  Otauibell, 
W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Ghilds, 
Conrin,  Crary,  Cranston,  Crodiett,  Curtis,  Custung, 
Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Debnry,  Detmis,  Dunn, 
Evsns,  Everett,  Ewiiag,  R.  Fletcher,  Illlmore,  Goode, 
J.  Grdiam,  W.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  HiOI, 
sted^  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hoffinan,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  John- 
son, lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomia,  Hallory,  Harrin,  8, 
KasoD,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  HUIi- 
gaa,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Chde,  Pat- 
terson, Pearce,  Peck,  PUllips,  Pope,  Potts,  Sariden, 
Reed,  Rencber,  lUdgiray,  Rives,  Robertson,  Rumsey, 
Roaeel),  Seigeant,  A.  H.  Sbepperd,  C.  Otepord, 
Shields,  abfey,  Blade,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliafeiro,  Thompson,  Tillin^ast, 
Toland,  Underwood,  A.  &  White,  J.  White,  K. 
Whittiesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  L  WUUanu^ 
C.  H.  WUlluns,  Wise,  and  Yorice— 106. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  at 
this  time. 

Ur.  Bics  QisLum  moved  to  jKwtpooe  the 
farther  oondderstion  of  tike  bill  mitil  Tneadajr 

next. 

Mr.  MoKiH  then  moved  the  previous  qnes- 
tion, which  was  seconded ;  and  the  main  qnea- 
tion  having  been  ordered,  the  hill  wai  read  ft 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Batcboat,  September  80. 

The  Honse  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Ookitob  in  the  chfur,)  and  took 
np  the  hill  flxmi  the  Senate  utitoriztaig  the  ia- 
sne  of  TrearaiT  notes. 

Mr.  Bnx  said  he  had  been  widting  for  aome 
who,  he  understood,  were  prepared  to  con- 
test the  oonstitational  right  of  the  Senate  to 
send  to  the  Honse  a  bUl  of  this  description.  It 
was  a  money  bill :  and,  by  the  oonstitntion^jdl. 
such  bills  mnst  oi^nate  in  the  House.  The- 
proper  oonrse  would  be,  first  to  take  a  vote  om 
that  qnestion.  If  his  friend  from  Massachnsetts- 
was  desirons  of  addressing  the  Honse  on  that 
question,  Mr.  B.  would  not  now  ivooeed.  with: 
KOj  remarks  on  the  bilL 

Ifr.  Abaiu  said  that  In  hb  own  opiidonrlhc 
matter  admitted  of  no  qnestion  at  alL.  If  ever 
tiiere  was  a  mcm^  bill,  HAb  was  one..  But  he 
should  make  no  motitm,  because  he  Ieinw  per^ 
fectir  wdl  if  he  did,  the  prenoua  gaertion 
woDld  he  called,  and  the  motion  TOted  down. 
Uf  however,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
Bbix)  was  disposed  to  go  into  the  disonssion, 
he  should  have  Mr,  A.'s  most  cordial  support. 
This  House  had  too  long  suffered  the  other 
branch  of  ^e  Legislature  to  dictMe  to  it  every 
measure  relating  to  revenue.  For  the  hist  five 
years  not  one  of  all  the  measures  of  that  ehar- 
aoter  bad  originated  in  that  Honse.. 
^  Mr.  Hatiob  said  it  was  now  too  late  to  ndse 
an  ol^otion  of  this  kind ;.  the  House  htA  re- 
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eriTedthebin,aiidreftrredit;  and  it  had  been 

reported  oo.  If  rach  an  ol^eotion  did  exist, 
thiH  was  not  the  place  to  make  jt. 

ICr.  Wise  was  astonished  to  hear  snoh  lan- 
gnage  from  the  gentleman  from  GeorfltL  Did 
not  that  gentleman  know  that  at  every  step,  in 
aoj,  even  the  last  etage  of  a  bill,  when  it  had 
received  its  third  reading,  if  the  Hoose  dis- 
covered a  constitutional  objection  to  lie  a^unst 
its  passage,  it  was  never  too  late  to  brmg  it 
forward!  It  never  conld  be  too  late  for  the 
HoQse  to  receive  an  objection  to  doing  that 
which  it  had  no  power  to  do.  It  never  oonld 
waive  a  constitutional  objection  on  the  groond 
of  laches.  He  moved  that  the  c<mimittee  riae, 
and  repcvt  that  a  bill  like  thia  coold  not  otwati- 
tntionallj  ori^nate  in  the  Senate.  Thna,  In  the 
Bouse,  that  report  no^t  be  adopted,  and  the  bill 
sent  back  to  the  Senate,  with  a  ine»age  declar- 
ing that  the  House  coald  not  act  upon  the  bill. 

Hr.  OAXBwxsa  hoped  the  committee  woold 
not  rise.  This  bill  did  not  propose  the  levying 
4^  a  tax ;  it  was  a  mere  anticipation  of  the  re- 
ceipt fif  revenne.  The  compromise  act  of  1883 
had  been  sent  from  tlie  Senate  (when  that  body 
was  differently  constituted  in  a  political  point 
of  Tiew)  to  the  House,  although  it  proposed  an 
increase  of  taxes,  in  smn^  eases  amounting  to 
45  per  cent  The  present  bill  created  no  pS>lic 
debt ;  it  merely  antioipated  means  whitdi  were 
ample.  Ck)ngre8s  had  been  eoavened  to  meet 
an  emergency ;  and  it  had  ao  happened  that 
the  Senate's  Oommittee  on  Unance  had  been 
oonstitated  four  days  sooner  than  that  of  the 
Bouse,  and  hence  the  Senate's  bill  had  come 
earlier  than  that  of  tiie  House.  No  constita- 
tional  objection  had  been  m^ed  in  the  Senate ; 
bnt  here,  at  this  late  hoar,  a  oonstitational 
question  was  to  be  raised  and  discussed,  when 
me  House  had  arrived  at  the  1st  day  of  Octo- 
ber, and  the  Treasury  was  in  such  a  condition 
that  the  specie  could  not  be  obtained  for  » little 
draft  of  $811.  Ho  hoped  tiie  Hoose  would 
proceed  with  the  bilL 

ICr.  UiBCTB  was  astoniahed  at  the  poaHioB 
takm  by  the  ehdnnan  of  tbe  Obmmntea  of 
Ways  and  Ueans.  It  was  not  a  £ut  that  tite 
compromise  bill  had  ori^nated  in  tlw  Senate; 
it  had  originated  in  this  House. 

Ur.  OAMBBKLiNa  scud,  to  avoid  all  diffioolty, 
he  woold  move  to  pass  by  the  Senate's  bill  and 
take  up  that  of  the  House. 

Ilr.  RoBXBTaoN  ctmtended  tliat  the  House 
coold  not  thus  pass  over  the  greatrnt  breach  of 
Its  privileges  which  had  ever  been  perpetrated. 
He  oonld  not  nnderstand  how  the  gentleman 
eonld  be  so  insraisible  to  the  indignity  thna  cast 
OD  the  Hoose.  Should  they  continue  to  take 
bills  raising  millions  on  millions,  at  the  dictt^on 
of  the  Senate  or  the  Preudent,  whok  the  con- 
ititntion  pl^ly  forbade  itt 

A  dispute  on  order  aroaa^  attended  for  « time 
with  some  oonftasion ;  bat  it  issoed  In  taking  up 
the  House  bill,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Oambbelkmo. 

l£r.  GAHBULEira  then  submitted  a  statement 
«f  the  aaaata  and  BabilitiM  of  the  Xreanry. 


[SawmnBit^  1887. 

Ur.  CUhbbelebo  alluded  to  tiie  &et,  fliat 
tiiere  were  seven  or  eight  millions  of  outetaod- 
inff  impropriations  at  the  end  of  every  year, 
which  might  be  considered  pennanenUy  oot- 
standing.  It  would  thus  appear  that  oar  money 
and  resources  probably  amount  to  twenty-four 
millions  and  a  half.  We  were  not  called  upon 
to  authorize  a  loan  or  to  create  a  pnblic  debt. 
There  was  no  occauon  for  a  stock,  however  de- 
sirable it  might  be  for  Investment  or  for  remit- 
tance to  Europe.  All  that  was  now  proposed, 
was  to  anticipate  our  actual  resources  by  an 
issoe  of  Treasury  notes.  The  material  question 
was,  whether  the  notes  ^ould  bear  interest  or 
not.  In  the  present  extrawdinary  condition  of 
the  ooontry,  he  ahoold  think  notes  without  In- 
terest an  important  auxiliary  to  ud  In  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue,  and  in  relieving  our 
internal  dreolation.  He  believed  it  qmte  aa 
important  to  adjust  the  balance  between  the 
Bonth-westem  and  north- weiitem  portions  of  the 
country,  as  it  was  to  pay  off  our  foreign  debt. 
If  there  was  a  current  revenue  coming  Into  the 
Treasury,  sDch  an  issae  might  be  seSely  made 
and  sustuned  in  circulation,  and  would  not,  like 
the  ranall  notes  issued  in  1816,  interfere  with 
the  currency.  Gentlemen  denounced  notes  of 
this  description  as  paper  money :  they  perform 
the  office  of  exchange,  and  not  of  carreocy, 
and  at  the  same  time  were  convenient  for  mak- 
ing payments  into  the  Treasnij,  and  tor  oar 
poblto  expenditnres.  The  curreni?  of  S^ea 
with  her  four  hundred  and  fifty  raimons  of  goM 
and  silver,  had  not  been  disturbed  by  the  ismee 
by  the  Bank  of  France  of  notes  of  about  a 
similar  denomination.  The  demands  of  com- 
merce alone  will  not,  however,  sustain  Treas- 
ury notes,  without  interest  in  circulation.  We 
must  also  be  in  receipt  of  a  corrent  revenue. 
Since  the  extennon  of  time  to  the  merchants 
and  the  banks,  all  the  payments  into  the  Treas- 
ury were  thrown  into  the  next  year,  and  &ff 
some  months  very  littie  would  be  coming  Into 
the  Treasury.  Under  such  oircomstances,  there 
was  reaaon  to  fear  that  the  notes  would  be  de> 
predated.  He  had,  therefore  adopted  tiie 
principle  of  the  Sraate^s  InU,  ulowing  an  in- 
terest Be  was  not  in  flavor  of  issning  Treas- 
ury notes  now,  or  at  any  time,  whether  with 
or  withont  interest;  bot,  although  our  re- 
sources are  ample,  we  are  compelled  to  antici- 
pate them,  in  order  to  give  indulgence  to  the 
debtors  of  Qovemment  In  relieving  them, 
and  ^ving  means  to  the  Treasoiy,  it  is  fortu- 
nate that  we  can  afford  to  the  south-west  a 
medium  of  remittance,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
aid  the  merchants  on. the  Atlantic  to  "pajcff 
their  foreign  debt .  It  was  the  prospect  of  tbb 
issue  of  ten  millions  of  Treasury  notes  whtdi 
had  ah%ady  conaidoaMy  tedaoed  the  price  of 
roede.  Ur.  0.  then  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  bill,  by  propodng  snbstantaaUy  the  prorl- 
sions  of  the  Bonate^a  bill,  authorizing  an  issoa 
of  Treasury  notes,  bearing  Interest  not  need- 
ing six  per  cent 
Ur.  Bmx  addressed  the  Chidr  as  follows : 
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Miuiit^pi  JEUeliom. 


[H.  or  R. 


Chaimun :  I  shall  f^ow  the  snggestioQ 
made  hj  the  ohakman  of  the  Oommmee  of 
Wajrs  and  Means,  and  omisider  all  the  bills  upon 
year  table  as  conslatnting  one  Bystrao,  although 
oont^Ded  ID  different  bills.  To  the  bill  an- 
thoristng  the  Treasurer  to  issue  Treasniy  notes, 
I  shall  propose,  as  amendments,  that  tiiese  notes 
riiall  bear  no  interest ;  and  that  the  Secretary 
be  aathorized  to  issae  another  kind  of  paper-— 
billa  receivable  in  payment  of  the  pnblio  daes. 
When  the  bill  regulating  the  depositories  of  the 

ribUc  money  shall  come  np  for  oon^eration, 
shaU  also  move  the  amendment  I  send  to  the 
Chair,  providing  for  a  gradual  dissolation  of  all 
connection  between  the  GoTonment  and  the 
banks;  dispensing  entirdy,  in  the  ooorse  of 
^ree  years,  with  the  ose  or  reception  of  Uieir 
paper;  and  using  them  only  for  toe  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  public  money  by  special  depodts. 
By  these  amendments,  the  GoTemmont  will 
have  the  option  of  issuing  either  Treasury  notes 
bearing  no  mterest,  or  bills  reoeivable  in  payment 
43i  the  pnblic  dnes — the  Government  will  be  sep- 
arated from  the  banks — ^the  public  moneys  be 
kept  iu  the  banks  on  special  depodt — and  the  rev- 
enue be  collected  either  in  Government  paper 
or  specie.  There  is  bnt  tme  other  alternative 
before  the  committee  to  this  syst^  in  this 
shape,  or  by  other  modifioa^His,  and  that  ia 
llie  project  of  the  gmtlemaa  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  GABLum.)  to  rennite  the  Gommn«it  to 
^  State  bisnks— reotive  their  pwer  in  pay- 
ment of  the  publie  dnes — and  make  thein,  as 
heretofore,  the  general  depoatmies  of  the 
money  of  the  country.  These  ara  the  two 
projects  for  consideration, 

IF,  sir,  we  are  to  have  Treasury  notes,  I  pre- 
fer  that  they  should  not  bear  interest  In  issu- 
ing these  notes,  it  is  not  our  object  simply  to 
raise  money,  or  to  pay  debts ;  bnt,  in  the  para- 
lytic state  of  the  country,  we  want  a  medium 
in  which  the  revenues  of  the  country  can  be 
ea^y  collected,  and  domestic  exchanges  be 
carried  ou  without  embarrassment  to  the  nanks. 
If  tiiase  notes  bear  interest,  their  dronlation 
will  be  impeded,  if  not  stopped  entirely ;  Uiey 
will  be  retuned  on  hand,  as  Investments.  Nor, 
tar^  do  I  Uiink  the  olfjeoUon  that  if  th^  do  not 
bear  interest  they  will  fall  below  par,  is  well 
fonnded.  Although  they  cannot  be  employed 
like  specie  in  paying  debts  abroad,  they  will 
answer  a  function  wmch  specie  cannot  perform 
in  carrying  on  the  exchanges  of  the  country. 
This  peculiarity  of  usefulness,  in  the  present 
situation  of  the  country,  will  more  than  coun- 
terbalance any  other  advantages  which  either 
hank  notes  or  specie  may  possess  over  them,  as- 
a  medium  of  circolatioiL 

Bnt,  sir,  I  prefer,  to  Treasury  notes  in  any 
sh^>e,  the  medinm  I  propose — bills  receivqb^ 
in  payment  of  the  pubho  duea.  A  Treasuy 
note  is  a  promise  to  pay,  fw  the  xedunption 
which  specie  must  be  oolleoted  and  reswved. 
A  bill  receivable  iu  payment  of  the  pnbUo  dues, 
is  merely  a  promise  to  receive^  and  has  its 
pcondse  ftilfillBd  .whaa  nerved;  the  one  ra- 


quirea  the  abstraction  of  a  large  amount  of 
specie  from  dronlation— the  otner  not  only 
abstracts  no  i^ecie  from  drcnlation,  bnt  wiU 
aotnally  be  equivalent  to  an  additional  sni^ly 
of  specidlto  the  amonnt  ol  the  issue.  The  one 
may  bring  the  Government  in  oollisiim  with 
the  banks  in  the  delicate  podtion  in  which 
they  will  be  placed  when  they  resume  specie 
payments— the  other  will  give  the  Government 
the  means  of  collecting  its  revenue  without 
intrenching  in  tiie  least  upon  the  resources  of 
the  banks.  The  one  is  intended  as  a  temporary 
expedient :  it  is  a  debt,  and  the  debt  must  soon 
be  paid ;  the  other  is  merely  an  instrument  of 
collection,  and  can  be  kept  out  forever,  and  be 
expanded  or  contracted  as  the  wants  of  the 
country  for  the  purposes  of  exchange  and 
ooUectioQ  may  require.  Fw  these  reasons,  I 
prefer,  to  Treasury  notes,  bills  receivable  in 
parent  of  the  public  dues. 

Mr.  Oaicbbslxvo  said  he  did  not  hold  him- 
self responrible  for  the  very  extraordinary 
delay  in  the  passsge  of  the  bill  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instalment  which  passed  last  night.  But 
gentlemen  would  not  drive  him  from  the  course 
he  had  taken  in  bringing  these  bills  before  the 
House.  The  first  object  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  to  bring  the  bill  to  post- 
pone the  fourth  instalment  before  the  House, 
and  have  it  aoted  upon.  Their  next  object  was 
to  supply  the  defidency  in  the  Treasury  to  en- 
able It  to  go  on  with  its  disbarsemeuts;  and 
with  great  defereooe  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee^  Qlr.  Bbll,)  who  had  become  vety 
lately  the  aavooate  of  the  merchants,  he  must 
say,  that  he  must  provide  for  the  wants  of  the 
Government  before  he  did  any  thing  else.  We 
have  been  told  but  yesterday  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sbbobaitt,)  and  it  was 
repeated  again  to-day,  that  he  could  not  oHuii, 
for  a  friend  of  his,  tiie  payment  of  a  draft  for 
$811.  He  would  not  bndge  from  the  position 
he  had  ttiken,  and  he  felt  very  confident  that 
this  oommittee  would  not  do  so.  Gentlemen 
understood  this  question  perfectly.  It  was 
simply  whether  Congress  would  authorize  the 
issne  of  Treasury  Dotea  with  or  without  interest 
The  UQ  was  printed  in  various  fining  both  In 
this  HoDsa  uid  the  Senate;  and  gentlemea 
wonld  mate  up  thdr  minds  on  the  sal^eot  as 
well  now  as  a  month  hence. 

Mr,  Bell  made  a  few  remarks  in  explanation, 
contending  that  the  course  he  had  suggested 
before  was  the  proper  course  now  to  be  pursued. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Piomn,  the  ameadm»ts 
to  tike  Ull  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


TnnsDAT,  October  8. 

The  House  resamed  the  cmisideration  of  the 
report  (tf  the  Chmmdttee  oCQectimu. 

Mr.  Adakb  ^d:  Mr.  Spesker,  differing  e»- 
sentiaUy  in  opinion  as  X  do  (nm  that  <jf  the 
geotitinaa  who  has  Jost  takoi  bis  seat,  (Mr. 
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XooMis,)  and  from  the  report  of  tbe  m^oritrr 
of  the  Coinmittee  of  ElectioDS,  with  regard  to 
the  Umitation  in  the  writ  of  electioD,  I  am 
ooDstrained  again,  thoagh  Tery  imwiUinglj,  to 
address  the  House  on  this  question.  Not  on 
the  question  whether  a  raeanox  had  happened 
in  the  representaUon  of  the  people  of  Missis- 
dppi  in  UU8  Hoose^  because  npon  that  point 
joa  have  underatnodf  from  obaoTations 
which  I  iabmitted  to  tiie  House  this  morning, 
my  <^lnions  cononr  with  those  oontalned  m 
the  r^Ktrt  of  the  committee.  But  the  qneetioa 
■flfeoting  the  right  of  the  members  from  If  ia^ 
rippl  to  seats  on  this  floor,  is  not  whelher  a 
TBoanoy  in  the  representation  of  the  State  had 
happened,  bnt  what  tbe  TaoanoT-  was,  and  how 
that  TBcanc7  was  to  be  filled. 

Now  Mhe  yacancT  was  of  two  seats  in  this 
House  of  members  &om  the  State  of  Uissiasippi 
for  the  twenty-fifth  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  which  twectj-fifth  Congress  com- 
menced on  the  4th  of  March  last,  and  is  to  con- 
tinue tin  the  4tli  of  March,  1B89.  That  is  the 
Wth  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
was  the  vacancy  in  the  represoitatioD  of  the 
peo[de  of  the  State  of  Missurippi ;  and  so  it  is 
ondrntood  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee 
<tf  dectioQs,  who  have  rqxnted  the  resolution, 
that  Messrs.  Claibobitb  and  Ghoison  have 
been  duly  elected  memlwrs  of  the  26th  Con- 
gress. 

Bat  have  they  been  so  elected  ?  The  Oonstl- 
tDtion  of  the  United  States  prorides  that  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  shall  be  composed  of 
members  chosen  every  second  year  by  the  peo- 

gs  of  the  several  States."  The  term  far  which 
w  are  chosen  is  two  years. 
The  consUtntion  fiirther  provides,  that  the 
tkuB^  plaoes,  and  mannw  of  holding  Sections 
for  Mnators  and  Bepresmtatives  shul  be  pn- 
■orilMBd  in  each  Stete  hy  the  ]>gialatnre  there* 
of ;  bnt  the  Congress  may,  at  uy  tdme,  by  law, 
nutke  or  alter  snch  relations,  except  as  to  the 
plaoes  of  ohoo^g  Senators. 

And  the  ciHisBtation  farther  provides,  that 
when  vacancies  bt^pen  in  the  representation 
from  any  Stote,  the  £zeoative  anthorily  there- 
of shall  israe  writs  of  deotlon  to  fiU  mcb  va* 
cancies. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  lOssissippi 
had,  by  an  act  of  'the  2d  of  March,  1888,  (so 
much  of  which  as  relates  to  the  snbjeot  before 
die  Honse  is  inserted  in  ttw  report  <»  the  Com- 
mittee of  Eleoticms,)  presori^ed  that  the  elec- 
tions ft>r  monbers  ot  Ooafsjnas,  as  well  as  <tf 
tbe  GoTWttor,  members  of  tiie  Le^slatnTe,  and 
odwn,  should  be  held  -biamially,  aoA  pamcn- 
larly  that  the  Bepresentatives  to  Congress  from 
that  Btete  should  be  eleotsd  onoe  in  every  two 
nara,  to  be  computed  from  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  in  the  year  1833.  Snoh  is  the 
standing  law  of  the  Btete,  and  in  enacting  it, 
the  L^slatnre  appear  not  to  have  been  aware 
that  it  left  the  Stete  wholly  without  represen- 
tation in  this  Hall,  from  the  oommenoement  of 
«vei7  Congress  on  the  4th  of  ICarohf  till  late  in 


[OCTOBB.  18B7. 

November  of  every  first  Oongresdonal  year; 
and  the  eonseqne&ce  is,  and  must  be,  that 
whenever  Congress  shall  meet,  whether  1^ 
virtQd  of  a  law  of  the  United  Stetea,  or  by 
special  call  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  interval  between  the  4th  of  March, 
the  day  when  the  Congress  oommenoes,  aod^e 
first  Mondi^  in  December  thereafter,  the  State 
of  Misaiarippi  cannot  lawfidly  be  rqiresented  in 
the  House  of  Bquraeattatives  o£  the  United 
States. 

The  vaoanCT  is  created,  not  as  tiie  writ  <rf 

election  issued  by  Governor  Lynch  avers,  by 
the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  the 
members  of  a  former  Congress,  but  by  tbe  law 
of  the  Stote  deferring  the  elections  of  members 
to  a  Congress  oonomenoing  on  the  4th  of  March 
till  the  sabseqnent  Koveml>er. 

The  vacancy  thus  created  by  the  law  of  the 
State  is  a  vacancy  which  the  Executive  of  a 
Stete  caifhot  supply.  It  is  not  wiUiin  the  pur- 
view of  the  authority  given  him  to  supply  vif 
,  cancies,  for  the  following  reasons :  Fiiat,  Imh 
oanse  it  is  inom^atent  with  the  Jaw  of  tiie 
State  HadL  which  prescribes  that  tiie  eleetioa 
shall  be  held  onoe  In  every  two  years,  in  No< 
vember,  and  oonseqnently  prohibiting  ite  bdng 
held  more  than  onoe  in  that  tenn.  Secondly, 
becauao  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  provision  <s 
the  CoBstitetion-of  the  United  States  that  the 
members  of  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  people  every  second  year. 
And,  thirdly,  because  it  would  change  the  ten- 
ure of  the  term  of  office,  prescribed  by  the  con- 
stitntion  to  be  for  two  years,  into  a  tenure  of 
two  sets  of  members^  from  the  same  State ;  one 
for  a  single  session  or  part  of  a  session,  and  the 
other  for  the  remusder  43t  the  term  of  two 
years. 

Bnt  if  the  Govenior  of  the  State  ouinot  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  thms  created  by  the  law  (tf  tno 
State,  tor  the  hiterval  of  lime  between  the  4th 
of  Mardi  and  the  first  Monday  in  November, 
still  less  can  he,  directly  in  the  face  of  the  law 
of  the  State,  Bupply  a^vacant^  for  a  whole  term 
of  two  years.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
thinks  he  could,  and  that  his  writ  of  electi<m, 
instead  of  anth(H*iring  it  to  be  held  for  a  choice 
of  members  to  sit  until  superseded  by  members 
to  be  chosen  at  tibe  regular  eleoti<m  in  Novem- 
ber, should  have  directed  it  to  be  held  for 
members  of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress.  The 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Saections  avows  the 
opinion  tiiat  the  Governor,  by  Introdncdng  into 
his  writ  of  eleotirai  the  restriction  npon  the 
terms  of  servioe  oS  the  members  to  be  dioseiL 
transcended  bis  powers.  The  report  says  that 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  was  almost  unan- 
imons  that  the  writ  was  perfect  in  itself  with- 
out the  restricting  clause ;  that  ita  being  there 
does  not  invalidate  the  election  held  under  it, 
but  that  it  may  fairly  be  rejected  as  surplus* 
age.  They,  accordingly,  reject  it  as  surplusage, 
and  present  to  the  House  a  resolution  that 
Messrs.  Claiboskb  and  GBOiaon  have  been  duly 
elected  members  of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress, 
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Ur.  Speaker,  I  have  never  been  a  tenactons 
adherent  to  the  diBorganlziDg  doctrine  of  State 
rights.  But  converaact  as  I  have  been  with 
the  Oonatitntion  of  the  United  States  from  ita 
origin;  familiar  as  I  have  been  with  all  the 
controversies  which  attended  its  progress  froni 
the  17th  of  September,  1787t  when  it  waa  pre- 
amted  ihe  oonvention  at  Philadelphia  to  the 
people  of  the  Ubion,  till  ita  final  adc^ttion  hj 
the  people  of  the  whole  thirteen  primitlTe 
State*  oi  the  OonfedOTaoy — eqnallj  ftnuliar  with 
all  the  raheeqaent  controvernea  and  collisions 
of  power  between  the  General  and  State  Gov- 
ernments, as  well  as  between  the  several  de- 
partments' of  this  Ghyvemment — sworn  as  I 
have  repeatedly  been  to  support  both  Uie  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  that  of  my 
native  Oommonwealtb  of  Uassachnsetts,  and 
profoundly  responsible  as  I  hold,  and  ever  have 
hold,  myself  to  a  trihonal  far  beyond  this  visi- 
ble ainrnal  sphere,  for  the  &ithfnl  observance 
of  those  oaths,  I  have  invariably  considered  the 
goveramcDt  of  this  oar  common  ooantry  as 
omsistin^  of  two  distinct,  separate,  independ- 
flDtL  bnt  mtenroTen  antiionties,  both  limited — 
each  sovereign  within  its  appropriate  sphere — 
each  lawfully  powerless  to  encroach  npon  the 
appropriate  functions  of  the  other;  and  of  all 
the  errors  which  half  a  centnry  of  national  ex- 
istence has  brought  forth  to  kindle  the  torch  of 
discord  in  oar  country,  the  doctrine  of  nallifi- 
catioQ  is,  in  my  judgment,  the  greatest  and  the 
most  pernicious.  And  next  to  that  is  the  doc- 
trine of  nullification,  by  the  Ezecotive,  of  the 
acts  of  the  legislative  power — I  do  not  mean  by 
the  veto,  before  a  legislative  act  becomes  a  law 
— do  not  mean  by  the  constitntional  control 
g^ventoOtnigress  orer  oertidnaeta  of  State  1^- 
iaUition — bat  I  mean  the  annulment,  by  a  State 
law,  of  an  act  ot  OoogeeM,  or  tiie  annnlment  of 
a  State  law  by  an  ExecatlTe  proclamation,  or 
by  any  department<tf  the  General  Government, 
except  as  authorized  by  the  constitution. 

Now,  sir,  it  spears  to  me  that  both  these 
errors  are  involved  in  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  gentleman  near  me  from  Kew  York,  (Mr. 
Looms,)  in  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Elections,  and  In  the  resolution  with  which  it 
doses,  that  Messrs.  OuiBOBim  and  GaoiBOii 
have  been  duly  elected  members  of  the  96th 
Congress.  The  gentleman  from  llew  York 
thinks  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  If  isriasippi 
rq;»rehendble  for  Umiting  in  hia  writ  the  efeo- 
wa  ot  the  members  to  a  term  to  be  aaperseded 

Sf  members  to  be  dunen  at  l^e  gen^vl  elec- 
on  in  Novanbw,  prescribed  by  the  law  of  the 
State.  The  rep<»t  of  the  Oommittee  of  £lec- 
ttons  oonsidera  the  Governor  as  having,  by  in- 
serting the  restriction,  transomded  his  powers. 
They  r^feet  the  restriction  as  sarplosage  1 

Sir,  ft  was  the  stan^g  law  of  the  State. 
The  law  of  the  State  sarplosage  I  The  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  by  conforming  his  writ  to  tiie 
law  of  the  State,  transcended  his  powers! 
Why,  what  would  he  have  done  if  he  had 
omitted  tha  reablction  fron  his  writt  He 
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would  have  annulled  the  law  of  the  State  by 
proclamation.  That  wonld  have  been  a  tran- 
scending of  his  powers  with  a  vengeance  1  Sir, 
there  has  been  a  time,  in  the  land  of  oar  fathers, 
when  the  pretension  of  power  in  a  kingly 
crowned  head  to  annul  the  laws  of  the  land  by 
proclamation,  conducted  the  royal  nullifier  to 
the  block.  As  a  democrat,  as  a  repaUican,  I 
should  hardly  expect  that  the  gentl«nui  firom 
Kew  .YcK-k  would  be  ready  to  invest  the  Gov- 
ernor of  a  State  with  a  ^spensing  power  to  annul 
the  laws  of  the  State  by  proolauiati<m.  As  de- 
voted and  ardent  supporters  <tf  State  rights,  I 
should  hardly  have  ezpeoted  from  the  nugori^ 
of  the  Oomndttee  of  Elections,  a  charge  ag^nrt 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  HisBisnp|>i,  of 
transcending  his  powers  by  strict  conform!^  to 
the  law  of  the  State ;  and  stjll  less  can  I  think 
that  this  House  will  adopt  a  resolution  equiva- 
lent to  the  appointment  by  this  House  of  mem- 
bers to  represent  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  from  the  close  m  the  present  aessitm 
to  the  end  of  the  96th  Ocoigreas.  Fw  this,  and 
nothing  less  than  this,  wUl  be  the  effiact  ot 
adopting  the  reaolnticm  reported  by  the  nu^ffli- 
ty  of  the  Oommittee  of  EleotionB. 

Upon  the  face  of  the  credentials  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, as  stated  by  themselves,  they  were 
elected  to  represent  the  people  of  the  Stete  of 
Mississippi  in  this  House,  until  superseded  by 
members  to  be  chosen  at  the  regular  State  elec- 
tion in  November.  Yet;  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  committee,  declares  that  they  shall  rep- 
resent tbepeople  of  that  State  during  the  whole 
of  the  96th  Congress.  The  people  of  the  State 
elected  them  to  serve  for  one  session.  The 
resolution  of  the  House  is  to  constitute  them 
Repr^entatives  of  tiie  people  of  Hisriss^pi 
firom  the  dose  of  this  session  till  tiie  4th  of 
Mardi,  1889. 

Sir,  it  is  my  very  deliberate  opini(m  that  the 
election  of  the  two  members  from  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  for  a  term,  to  be  superseded  by  othoi 
to  be  dected  next  November,  was  unoonstitn- 
tional;  that  no  snob  election  conld  be  held,  be- 
cause it  is  in  direct  ooUition  with  that  provision 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stotes,  whidi 
prescribes  that  the  members  of  this  House  shall 
be  chosen  every  other  year.  Bnt  the  time,  place, 
and  manner  of  holding  the  dection,  being  en- 
trusted by  the  constitntion  to  the  State  Le^isla* 
tore,  and  the  Legislature  having  provided  only 
fiwandeetiontobehddwiceintwoyears^  aiKl 
that  in  the  month  of  Kovember,  q/for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  term  of  the  Ora^wsfinr  whidi 
they  are  dected,  there  was  no  aatiMmty  in  the 
Stete  competent  to  ordun  an  dection  for  a  sin- 
gle session  of  Congress,  or  for  a  term  short  of 
two  years,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1887.  The 
deotion  was,  th««fore,  null  and  void.  It  was 
not  an  election  for  a  single  sesnon,  or  until 
November,  because  the  Constitution  of  Hit 
United  Stetes  admite  of  no  snob  election.  It 
was  not  an  election  for  the  whole  Congress, 
because  the  law  of  the  State  required  that 
another  election  for  that  purpose  should  be  held 
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in  November,  and  the  writ  of  election  issaed  hj 
the  Governor,  in  exact  conformity  to  the  law 
of  the  State,  expresslj  restricted  the  term  of 
service  to  the  Interval  till  the  regular  eleotipn  in 
November.  If  he  had  no  power  to  insert  the  re- 
Btiietion  in  the  writ,  he  nad  none  to  isBoe  fbe 
vritltaelf.  If  the  election  was  to  be  held  for  the 
whole  OoQgresa,  the  law  of  the  State  bad  pre- 
sofibed  that  it  dionld  be  held  in  November,  and 
it  conld  be  held  at  no  other  time. 

The  error  of  all  thia  was  in  the  law  of  the 
State,  fixing  the  time  for  the  election  of  the 
State's  members  in  this  Honse  nine  months 
after  the  commencement  of  the  Congress  itself. 
The  power  of  the  Governor  was  not  competent 
either  to  repeal  this  law  or  to  snpplyits  defects. 
He  assumed  anthority  to  supply  its  defects ; 
and  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
while  charging  him  with  transcencUng  his 
powers  in  this  assamptioD,  concedes  to  him  the 
power  which  he  did  not  assnine,  of  annulling 
the  law  of  the  State,  assmnes  that  he  has  an- 
nnlled  It,  and  stretches  the  election,  avowedly 
authorized  by  him  for  a  term  of  three  months, 
Into  an  election  for  the  whole  Congress. 

If  the  Honse  should  adopt  the  resolatioa 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  we  are 
yet  to  see  how  it  will  be  taken  by  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Their  law  requires 
that  the  election  of  members  to  represent 
them  in  this  House  for  the  present  Congre^ 
should  be  held  next  November.  That  law  this 
Honse  cannot  set  aside.  This  election  must  and 
will  be  held,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
same  members  will  be  iwainretomed.  Althongh 
I  bold  that  tiie  eleow)n  by  which  tbey  now 
occupy  titieir  seats  was  {rregnlar,  null,  and  void, 
I  have  hem  content  that  tue^^  should  hold  the 
seats,  and  wish  tiiey  may  continue  to  hold  them 
till  the  close  of  the  session ;  because,  however 
irregular  the  election  may  have  been,  they  were 
actually  chosen  by  large  m^orities  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  there  is  no  comparison  in  point  of 
magnitude  between  the  mere  inconvenience 
of  an  informal  election,  and  the  great  evil  of 
depriving  the  people  of  a  whole  State  of  their 
representation  in  this  House,  when  they  have 
actually  sisnifled  their  pleasure  by  whom  they 
ohoose  to  be  represented.  I  would,  therefore, 
postpone  to  iba  last  hour  of  the  sesmon  the 
deduon  of  the  question ;  but  I  should  then  Tote 
for  the  resolution  as  proposed  tnm  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee.  The  regular  election 
would  then  be  held  according  to  the  law  of 
the  State  of  Hissisaippi;  and  as  there  is  no 
reason  for  expecting  that  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi  have,  since  last  August,  trans- 
forred  their  preferences  to  other  persons,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  same  members  will  be 
ohosen  again.  Bat  it  is  devoutly  to  be  wished 
that  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
win,  by  a  suitable  modification  of  th^  election 
law,  provide  i^;unst  the  recurrence  of  this  de- 
fect in  thdr  representation  in  this  House^  wUoh 
-must  otherwise  return  whenever  a  seSHon  in- 
tervenes between  tiie  fourth  of  March,  and  the 
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first  Monday  in  December  of  every  alternate 
year.  Other  States  are  In  the  same  situation^ 
Eight  or  tea  have  been  obliged  to  bold  their 
elwtions  since  the  snedal  call  for  the  present 
sesnon.  by  the  Freudent  of  the  United  States. 
Ilie  eonstitutioa  no  doubt  anthorizea  Congress 
by  law  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  elec- 
tion, as  regulated  by  the  lav  of  iha  State ;  but 
there  never  yet  has  arisen  a  necesrity  for  exer- 
cising this  power  by  Congress ;  nor  should  it, 
without  necMmty,  be  exercised.  It  is  a  still 
more  exceptionable  remedy  for  the  evil  which 
is  now  proposed;  an  assumption  of  illegal 
power  by  the  Governor  of  a  Stat»,  and  the  nullifi- 
cation of  a  State  law  by  a  resolution  of  thisHouse. 

Mr.  Cambbeleno  asked  that  there  might  be 
a  call  of  the  House.  This  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  roll  was  called;  when  105  members  an- 
swered to  their  names. 

Hi.  Whittuskt,  of  OUo,  s^  that,  as  there 
was  a  doubt  as  to  whetha  the  gentlemen  from 
Missisrippi  had  been  dected  for  the  present  sea- 
son only,  or  the  whole  Congress,  he  thon^t 
it  would  be  the  better  plan  to  lay  the  whole 
sul^ect  on  the  table,  and  thus  afibrd  time  for 
them  to  return  and  be  re-elected.  Tfith  that 
view,  he  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  with  the  amendment  thereto, 
be  laid  on  the  table,  and,  on  that  question,  he 
asked  for  the  yeas  imd  nays. 

Negatived— yeas  70,  nays  146. 

Mr.  Hatnes  moved  the  previons  question, 
which  was  seconded — yeas  106,  nays  81 ;  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Bbioos  called  for  the  yeas  and  na^  on  the 
tnain  question,  which  was  the  adx^tifm  of  the 
resolnticn  rmorted  by  the  Coonuttee  of  Elec- 
tions, that  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson  were 
entitied  to  thdr  seats ;  which  was  ordered,  and 
were: 

Yus. — UesBTS.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atberton, 
Beatty,  Bteme,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Booldin, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Byniun,  Cam- 
breleng,  John  Campbell,  T.  J.  Carter,  Cwey,  Chsney, 
Chapman,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connw, 
Craiy,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGroff,  Dromgoole,  Don- 
can,  Edwards,  Elnu>re,  FaTrington,  Fairfield,  Zsuo 
Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Qbscw^  William  Gra- 
ham, Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Har- 
rieon,  BawUna,  Haynes,  Herod,  Holsey,  Holt,  How- 
ard, Hutdey,  Ii^iun,  T.  B.  Ja«ksoo,  J.  Jacksoo, 
Jowpfa  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kenble^ 
Eilgore,  KUngensmitfa,  L^are,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Arpbaxed  Loomia,  J.  H.  Mason,  UarUn,  Hay, 
R  McClellan.  A.  KcGlellan,  Hcaure,  UcEim,  Uiller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlra- 
berg,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Porker,  Farmenter, 
Faynter,  Pennybwiker,  Fetiikin,  Fhdps,  Flumav 
Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  ReUy,  Rhett,  RidianlsoB, 
Rivea,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Smitb,  Snyder,  Spencer, 
Stewart,  Tajlor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Touoey,  Tumey, 
Tall,  Yanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Wedc^  A  8. 
White,  T.  T.  WhUllesqr,  Joied  W.  WiUiama,  Worth- 
ington— 118. 

Natb.— Meona.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  John 
W.  AUen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Brigga,  W. 
B.  GUlMnm,  Jobn  "allw^i  Wm.  B.  Can^bdl,  Wm. 
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B.  Cuter,  Chunbera,  Cbutbun,  Childa,  Cltnrnej, 
Conrin,  Oruitoil,  Ciodtett,  Cuitis,  Codling,  Du- 
Uogton,  Dftwion,  DsTiea,  Debeny,  Dennk,  Dunn, 
Evans,  Everett,  Eiring,  R.  Fletcher,  Illlmore,  Rice 
Garland,  Goode,  Graves,  Grennell,  GrilBn,  Ha±  Hal- 
sted,  Harian,  Harper,  Haatinga,  Hawes,  Henry,  K.  H. 
T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lincoln,  A,  W. 
Loomta,  Lyon,  Hallory,  Marvin,  Santson  Maaon, 
XaniT,  Uazwetl,  XcKennan,  Menefee,  Mcnar,  MUU- 
nn,  Calvary  Morris,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Fattcncn,  VMaa, 
Peaice,  Feck,  Fhillips,  Fope,  Potts,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Bidgway,  Robertson,  Rumaey,  Russell, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Sbepperd,  C,  Sbepard, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Hade,  Sonthsatc,  Stanly,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Thompaoo,  TiUiMiast,  Toland,  Towns, 
Underwood,  J.  WUte,  E.  WUttleMT,  Williams, 
B.  WiUiami,  J.  L.  WIUIuM,  0.  H.  WUIlams,  Wise. 
Torke~l01. 

So  Ueaan,  Ghtdaon  and  Olaibwne  were  de- 
clared to  have  been  dolj  deoted  members  of 
the  twenty^fifth  Congress  from  tiie  State  of 
Uiaainippi,  and,  as  moh,  entitled  to  their  seats 
on  this  flow. 


Wbdhssdat,  October  4. 
Treaaury  Notet. 
The  Honse  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  ^Mr.  Cohnob  in 
the  chair,)  and  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
hill  "to  authorize  the  issning  of  Treasory  notes." 

The  question  was  on  the  mibsl^te  of  Mr. 
Bum. 

Jfr,  Bnntu  said,  in  entering  on  Lb  duties  as 
a  member  of  this  Honae^  he  had  done  bo  with  a 
fixed  determinatim  to  m  drawn  into  no  mwvly 
factious  oppo^tion  to  those  who  administered 
tiie  Government  Bat  it  was  undeniable,  in 
the  high  state  of  credit  which  this  country  en- 
joyed, at  home  and  abroad,  that  any  method 
of  plei^ng  that  credit  in  constitutional  form, 
will  effect  the  deured  o^ect  with  equal  cer- 
tainty and  promptitude.  1^  then,  the  adminis- 
tration has  resorted  to  a  method  which  is  most 
liable  to  excepti<Hi;  which,  in  its /example,  is 
most  dangerous ;  which  wonld,  in  all  probabil- 
ity, be  the  least  productive  and  the  moat  bur- 
densome ;  whidi  would  tend  to  disguise  from 
the  people  thdr  lealeon&tion  and  liabilitiea, 
then  no  ftlt  not  meretr  at  libco:^,  but  bound  to 
rerist  U,  and  to  torn  ue  Goremment  round  to 
a  method  direet,  advantageous,  and  unexc^ 
tionable. 

He  would  make  a  preliminary  remark.  The 
late  Prendml^  Qenenil  Jackson,  had  proclaim- 
ed to  the  whole  world  Aat  the  bill  before  us  is 
uDconstitntiona],  and,  if  passed,  will  not  bind 
the  faith  of  the  nation.  In  hto  l^er  to  tiie 
editor  of  the  Globe,  dated  Hennitage,  88d  of 
July,  1887,  he  says : 

'*  I  hope  no  Treasory  notes  wQl  be  Issned.  The 
Treasury  drafts  upon  actual  deposits  are  constita- 
tional,  and  do  not  partake  of  paper  creiUts  as  Treas- 
ury notes,  whidi  are  sal^ect  to  depredation,  hj  the 
merehanti^  and  banks,  and  dutvers,  and  brokm; 
and  irffl  be,  if  Issoed ;  and  the  Govemment  cannot 
Bfoid  H.  DHftwBt  must  it  be  with  Tkeaawy  dnrfte 
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drawn  upon  actual  deposits ;  and,  from  the  cooduet 
of  the  banks  and  the  merebants,  they  deserve  no  favors 
from  the  Government,  which  Uiey  have  attempted  to 
disgrace,  and  to  destroy  its  credit  both  at  hoiMand 
ab^«d7 

Now,  sir,  does  this  bill  pn^bas  to  utliorixe 
drafts  on  actual  deposits  in  tiie  Treaaury,  or 
notes  to  be  disootmted  by  merdunts,  banks, 
diavers,  and  brokers  t  The  title  is  "  A  bill  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasnry  notes,"  and 
the  President  and  ^orettur  are  empowered  to 
make  the  b^  baretdn  they  can  with  these 
merchaota,  banks,  shavers,  and  brokers,  pro- 
vided not  more  than  six  per  cent,  be  allowed. 
Does  any  one  pretend  to  deny  that  they  encoun- 
ter the  rail  denunciation  of  General  Jackson  as 
unnmstitutional?  He  holds,  distinctly,  that 
the  power  to  borrow  money  does  not  embrace 
the  issue  of  tliiB  kind  of  pi^r. 

Mr.  Obalrmao,  yon  will  readily  believe  that 
I  am  not  one  fA  those  who  push  to  an  extreme 
my  faith  in  the  aeonraoy  <tf  General  Jackson^ 
opinions  on  constitutional  points.  That  is  not 
the  question.  Is  it  not  undeniable  that  sudt 
o[>inions  are  held  by  many^  hud  will  exercise  a 
wide  influence !  Ilie  chairman  of  die  Oom- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  tells  as  that  these 
notes  are  to  find  their  resting-place  In  Z^ndon ; 
in  other  words,  this  is  a  new  form  of  loan  to 
the  United  States  from  the  detested  Barings. 
They  ought,  then,  to  have  a  dear  and  indispu- 
table oredit  among  those  who  have  been  soured 
and  alarmed  at  beiuff  so  long  held  up  as  per^ 
sons  whom  it  is  mentorioua  to  cheat,  1>ecause 
they  happen  to  live  on  the  other  side  of  the  At* 
lantio.  Let  It  be  ramemberedL  too,  tiiat,  in 
discussing  the  probahilitieB  <»  the  Supreme 
Court  declaring  a  certain  diarter  unconstitu- 
tional, great  reliance  was  placed  on  the  fact 
that  a  lai^  majority  of  the  present  Judges  had 
been  appomted  by  General  Jackson.  If  those 
judges  should  adopt  his  opinions  in  the  present 
case,  what  a  fraud  is  to  be  practised  on  the 
purdiasers  of  this  paper  t  These  are  matters 
which  cannot  remain  unknown  In  that  great 
mart  of  the  world,  where  rival  stocks  are  per- 
petually struggling  for  precedence.  Kiqr,  elr, 
IS  it  not  possible  that  the  agent  for  the  Bmith- 
aonian  bequestL  in  one  of  those  fluctuations  of 
mood  to  which  he  seems  Bnl:;)eot,  mi^  repub- 
lish, with  apre&oe,  the  letter  of  General  Jack- 
son to  Mr.  Blair,  aa  he  did  a  certain  otho*  letter, 
with  a  view  to  shake  public  oonfidenoe  in  an 
American  stock  f 

Mr.  Ofa^rman,  I  have  other  objections  to 
thiabiU. 

No  one  can  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact,  that 
this  is  the  commencement  of  a  new  national 
debt.  But  it  wears  a  mask  to  conceal  its  hid- 
eous oountenanoe.  With  what  rapturous  joy 
did  the  people  hail  their  escape  from  the  for- 
mer loadl  Abundant  gratitude  was  dumed, 
on  that  occasion,  for  General  Jackson ;  though 
it  was  the  result  of  measures  matured  long  be- 
fore, and  retarded,  rather  than  advanoed,  by 
Hie  uuveand  e^wditurea  (tf  his  adiiiiniatrft> 
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tion.  There  IB  plunly  now  h  trembling  timid- 
ity— a  morbid  fear — after  so  much  &lse  boaat- 
ing,  to  laj  bare  tbe  fact  that  the  first  step  <^ 
the  present  admioistration  is  to  create  a  nation- 
al debt  la  it  ri^t,  air,  tliat  the  representa- 
tives  of  the  people  shoald  co-operate  ia  an 
effort  to  mislead  the  people  1  How  many  of 
oar  coQBtituents  are  aware  of  the  true  charac- 
ter and  operation  of  tiiie  bill  f  Xb  it  not  proper 
that  tbejr  ftbonld  be  instantlj  aronaed,  so  that, 
at  the  poUfi,  they  may  begin  at  once  to  exeroiae 
thar  right  of  elaimi^r  from  candidates  a  pledge 
of  rigid  eeoQomy  ?  How  is  this  debt  to  be  paid 
<»Er?  Does  anybody  suppose  that  tiie  present 
emission  of  pwer  will  render  more  avaUable 
&B  notes  of  broken  banks  which  constitiite  oar 
present  reaoarceaf  On  the  contrarj,  it  will 
only  cause  their  still  farther  deprecia^n.  Yon 
K^ill  not  be  able  to  force  them  even  apon  the 
revolotionary  pensioners  and  the  laborers  in 
your  aervice.  They  will  prove  a  total  loss  to 
the  holdera,  as  was  the  case  when  the  paper 
tickets  of  irresponsible  individaala  were  aa[>er- 
seded  by  the  paper  tickets  of  corporations. 
Sir,  this  thing  must  end  in  direct  taxes.  Tbe 
neoseuty  may  be  shuffled  off  by^  new  emiadons, 
but  will  come  at  last  with  all  its  aoeomulation. 
Diiwaise  tha  matter  as  yon  may,  theae  tennuUUuis 
wUTliaTe  flventaally'  to  be  paid  out  oi  the  soil. 
UnksB  the  peoide  are  aroused,  and  take  the 
maxtar  into  their  own  hands,  the  time  will 

rdily  come  when  every  farmer,  in  preparing 
his  crop,  must  run  one  farrow  for  hmiae^ 
and  tbe  next  for  the  tax-gatherer.  Viewing 
tbe  matter  even  on  party  gronnda,  how  is  it 
that  an  administration,  pledged  to  foUow  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson,  begins  its  career 
by  creating  a  debt  of  ten  millions,  in  a  mode 
which  General  Jackson  has  denounced  as  dan- 
gerous and  unconstitutional  ? 

Hr.  Chairman,  it  has  ever  been  a  subject  of 
regret  and  astoniabment  that  our  mode  of  rais- 
ing money  is  one  that  invites  prodigality  and 
extravagance,  and  tends,  most  speedily,  to  ex- 
haust our  CTBdit.  Our  wisest  stataamen  have 
warned  us,  over  and  over  again,  of  tiie  fatal 
impoUcy  w  ever  incurring  a  debt,  witJiont,  at 
the  same  time,  providing  a  specific  :^d  for  its 
redemption.  Even  during  the  late  war,  when 
there  was  a  disposition  to  put  every  tMog  at 
risk,  in  sustuning  the  country,  without  locking 
to  consequences,  you  will  find  that  the  voice 
<^  sagadous  men  was  raised  in  protest  against 
this  improvidence.  Thus,  in  tbe  debate  of  the 
9th  of  April,  1814,  on  the  anlfjeot  of  Treasuty 
notes,  a  patriotic  member  of  tbe  House  of  Bep- 
reaentatives,  ^.UcXim,  used  this  language ; 

"Hr.  KcEim  said  he  should  be  aonry  to  deny 
to  tbe  gentleman  the  oonrtesy  of  having  his  resolu- 
tkm  rdeired,  were  it  not  for  one  oondderation.  If 
tbe  geutlemui  would  add  to  his  motion  a  proporiUon 
for  such  furtiier  tax  is  ahouM  be  neoenary  to  redeem 
the  notes  when  Uiey  becHne4lue,  be  aboaldctmenr 
in  his  motion.  But  he  Mked  of  the  House  to  take 
a  deliberate  view  at  tUa  soljeot  bafin  they  referred 
tbe  reaohitioa.  If  there  wm  any  one  point  on  which 
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Oovenmwnt  riioald  be  eutiooa,  it  ahonld  be  its 
caedit;  and  a  regard  fbrthe  credit  <^  theOoven^ 
ment  would  not  juatify  the  issning  of  these  notes 
without  proriding  fbr  their  redemption.** 

Kay,  sir,  the  Seoretaiy  of  the  Treasury  him- 
self, m  hia  recent  repor^  admits  the  importanee 
of  waok  a  proTfadan: 

"In  connection  with  the  issue  of  any  TreMOiy 
notes,  it  is  believed  to  l>e  wise  to  make  ample  pra^ 
sion  for  their  eariy  and  final  redemption.** 

Why  has  this  been  neglected?  Why  is  it 
that  OongresB  sbidl  grant  money  ^th  reckless 
precipibition,  omitting  the  precautions  against 
abuse  which,  even  an  executive  officer  has 
pointed  out ! 

Ur.  B.  Bud  he  could  not  forbear  to  press 
upon  the  House  the  warning  of  the  first  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  as  to  the  emission  of 
paper  money  by  this  Government : 

"  The  emitting  of  paper  money  by  the  authoii^ 
of  the  Govemmeut  is  wisely  proUbitcd  to  the  indi- 
vidual States  by  the  national  constitutitni,  and  the 
spirit  <tf  that  prohibiUoo  on^  not  to  be  disregarded 
by  the  Qovenunent  of  Uw  united  States.  Tbougfa 
paper  emlBrions,  under  a  genccml  anthority,  m^t 
have  some  advantages  not  aj^lieaUe,  and  be  free 
from  some  disadvantages  which  are  applicable,  to  the 
like  emiasioQ  by  tbe  States  separately,  yet  they  are 
of  a  nature  ao  liable  to  almse,  and,  it  may  even  be 
affirmed,  ao  oertaln  of  bdng  abused,  that  the  wisdom 
of  Govonment  will  be  dwwn  in  never  trusting  itaelf 
with  the  use  of  so  seducing  and  dangerous  an  eqw- 
dient"  "  The  atamping  of  paper  is  an  operation  bo> 
mucb  earner  than  the  laying  of  taxes,  that  a  Govera- 
ment  in  the  practice  of  piq>er  emissions  would  rarelj 
fail,  in  any  such  emergency,  to  indulge  itself  too  fi^ 
in  tiie  employment  of  that  resource,  to  avoid  as  mndi 
as  possiUe  one  less  auB^rfdona  to  present  popularity." 

Here,  nr,  you  find  plainly  disclosed  to  us  the 
real  motive  for  a  resort  to  Government  paper. 
It  is  "  less  auspicious  to  present  popularity  to 
adopt  a  course  which  would  compel  the  peo^ 
to  pauae  and  to  reflect  upon  tbe  folly  and  im- 
posture that  have  brought  us  to  our  present 
oooditiott." 

Are  we,  dr,  prepared  to  nm  over  aga^  a 
career  of  unproTidence,  without  the  Bhadow  of 
a  pretoxt,  and  against  all  the  lessons  of  wisdom 
and  experience  ?  Bir,  the  present  times  afford 
littie  scope  for  ambition,  or  reward  for  the  toils 
of  office.  But  this  administration  has  put  aside, 
from  narrow,  tem|>orary,  and  selfish  concdderar 
tlona,  an  opportumty  of  earning  the  lasting  grati- 
tude of  posterity,  and  aohieving  a  ^reat  civil  tri- 
umph, by  placing  this  matter  on  its  true  basis. 

what,  I  repeat,  is  now  the  fund  mainly  look- 
ed to,  for  the  redemption  of  these  Treasury 
notes  I  Why,  air,  the  claims  which  we  hold  on 
broken  bauks,  and  the  vague  hope  that  thfff 
will  grow  better  during  the  next  year,  in  which 
we  are  going  to  wage  a  war  of  extermination 
against  tboee  institntitms.  ^r  I  There  ia 
not  the  least  hope  or  expectation  of  aid  from 
that  quarter.  It  is  perfectiy  well  known,  that 
the  only  claim  to  credit  which  these  notes 
poaaeae^  ia  the  &ot,  that  they  oonstitute  a 
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on  everj  inch  of  real  estate  in  Uie  ooontiy,  and 
most  be  discharged  ont  of  the  hard  labor  of  the 
conntrj.  Bnt  the  administration  dares  not  ac- 
knowledge this  to  the  people.  It  does  not  feel 
strong  enough  to  do  so.  Oonoealment  is  ne- 
cessary. For  this  verT'  reasmi,  sir,  I  renst  the 
project.  I  say  to  the  administration,  come  out 
fiUrV  and  openly,  bo  that  the  people  may  see 
what  is  before  them ;  do  this,  and  1  will  oheer- 
foll;'  co-operate  with  yon. 

Mr.  Ohturman,  there  is  a  paragraph  in  the 
President's  Uessage,  to  which  I  conld  not  listen 
witboat  pain  at  the  light  in  which  it  must  place 
the  Chief  Ifa^^trate  of  the  country  before  all 
those  who  have  watched  the  coarse  of  evrats. 
I  idlude  to  the  passage  in  which  he  adrerts  to 
a  prophecy  that,  nnder  a  State  charter,  the 
Fennsylvania  Bank  of  the  UnHed  States  would 
lorore  stronger  thaa  ever.  Sir.  I  think  .tiiat 
such  anIidpationB  were  Jnstiflable.  It  might 
well  be  supposed  that,  on  escaping  frran  the 
coDsUtutioniil  soruples  which  closed  her  for- 
mer existence,  and.  flvm  the  party  contests 
which  perpetaally  eooght  to  involTC  her  in 
their  Tortez,  there  would  be  no  longer  a  motive 
for  persecution.  It  was,  doubtless,  believed 
that  many  even  of  the  politicians  who  had  join- 
ed in  a  cry  against  the  bank,  in  order  to  keep 
abreast  of  a  sapposed  popular  current,  would 
gladly  atone  to  their  own  consciences  by,  at 
teaat,  an  amnesty.  Was  it  not  rational  to  pre- 
sume that  the  States  would  oOTdially  wdoome 
the  advantages  to  he  derived  from  its  career 
of  quiet  usemlQess!  And,  when  the  State  of 
Penn^Ivaida  had  thrown  round  It  her  sogis, 
was  it  to  be  apprehended  tliat  those,  at  least, 
who  had  been  so  long  indnlf^g  in  sentimental 
ngmto  over  "  the  lost  rights  of  the  States," 
wonld  be  the  first  to  trample  upon  sooh  as  are 
unquestionable?  And  yet,  sir,  bow  was  itf 
Ton  well  know  the  subsequent  history.  The 
topic  was  too  precious  for  demagogues  to  be 
abandoned.  Party  fires  had  begun  to  wane  and 
languish  for  want  of  the  aoonstomed  blast  and 
aliment.  The  war  assumed  a  character  of  un- 
precedented fierceness.  Before  the  wax  of  the 
charter  was  cold,  you  saw  the  great  State  of 
Ohio,  under  the  infloenoe  of  party  exdtonent, 
■puniDf  a  law  to  Inffiot  the  heaviest  penalttes 

Xan J  one  of  ber  dttzens  or  eorporattons 
should  dare  to  act  as  the  agent  of  that 
bank.  We  of  Pittsburg  wdl  know  that  the 
resnlt  of  this  sin^e  Uow  was  to  paralyze,  in  a 
great  measure,  tfie  western  buriness  of  the 
bank.  There  was  denied  even  a  right  of  way, 
and  it  became  almost  perilous  to  open  in  Ohio 
a  letter  connected  with  her  affi^rs.  You  saw, 
also,  under  the  same  impulses,  the  branch  ex- 
pelled, on  a  few  days*  notice,  from  Missouri. 
And  in  other  quarters,  so  far  from  being  per- 
mitted to  take  the  posidon  of  a  r^ulator,  die 
has  been  compelled  to  pass  an  obscure  and  un- 
easy existence,  constantly  asa^ed  by  party 
clamor,  and  with  the  Qovemment  and  its  min- 
icms  ready  and  eager,  at  any  moment,  to  aeomd 
a  blow  at  her  interests. 


[H.  OF  a 

And  who,  sir,  took  the  lead  la  that  crusade  t 
The  writer  of  this  very  Message.  You  saw 
him,  with  astonishment,  arraigning  the  sover- 
eign State  of  Pennsylvania  w  a  nidi  misde- 
meanor, before  a  Oinoinnati  dinner-table.  You 
saw  him  addressmg  to  that  dinner-party  an  in- 
flammatory letter,  urging  them,  amidst  their 
orgies,  to  lift  high  the  wine-cup  in  pledge  of 
et^flkt  hostility  to  onr  Pennsylvama  institu- 
tion. And  ye^  nr,  he  who  has  eucoessfally 
employed  the  infinenoe  of  his  high  station  as 
Vice  Presideut  in  efforts  to  cripple  that  insti- 
tution— to  baffle  all  her  exertions  to  be  diffu- 
sively useful — now  sneers  in  this  high  state 
paper  at  the  sanguine  hopes  withwhibh  she 
entered  on  her  new  career  \ 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  complaint  here  that, 
amidst  the  falling  to  pieces  of  the  system  of  over- 
banking,  to  which  your  policy  gave  unrestricted 
scope,  the  Pennsylvania  Instilntion  did  not  con- 
tinue to  pay  specie.  "From  whom  is  this  heard  t 
From  those  who  had  destroyed  her  national  char- 
acter, and  with  it  all  accountability  to  the  nar> 
tion ;  from  those  who  had  broken  down  the  only 
barrier  agdnst  over-issues  of  paper,  which  then, 

like  to  an  entered  tide,"  had  nmed  by  and 
flooded  the  country ;  from  those  who  had  com- 
pelled her  to  wind  up,  and  to  dispose  of  her  re- 
sources at  a  long  credit ;  from  those  who,  in 
1888,  declared  that  ehe  was  "  a  reptile  beneath 
the  feet  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  and 
that  Ae  had  been  "brought  to  her  knees  at  the 
first  blow  <tf  the  State  banksl "  Surely,  it  is 
of  the  essence  of  modesty  and  oonriateney  that 
such  complaints  should  proceed  from  each  a 
quarter.  But,  forsooth,  axo  mighty  as  she  as- 
serts, have  continued  ^ecia  Toa^fxaeDta.  Be  it 
BO.  The  fisct  cannot  well  be  questioned  1^ 
those  who  ring  in  onr  ears  her  tremendous 
power  and  resources.  Bnt  would  such  a  course, 
if  practicable,  have  relieved  the  country !  Ev- 
ery candid  man  must  admit  that  exactly  the  re- 
verse would  have  been  the  case.  If  she  con- 
tinued to  pay  out  specie,  she  mast  resort  to 
measures  to  compel  a  similar  course  on  the 
part  of  others.  And  who  does  not  see  the  wide- 
spread ruin  that  must  have  ensued !  Look  at 
the  bill  upon  your  table  for  the  acUnstment  of 
didms  upon  the  depoiit  banks.  Benvre  a  resort 
to  suit,  yon  provide  tor  the  offer  to  reodve 
payment  in  protracted  instalments.  This  is  al- 
rMdy  pronounced,  by  gentlemen  from  the  quar- 
ters m  which  they  are  located,  to  be  oppreesive 
and  ruinous.  Yet  you  reproach  the  Pennsyl- 
vania bank  for  not  having  taken  the  position 
which  would  have  compeUed  a  far  sharper  and 
more  peremptory  action  on  her  part.  It  seems 
to  be  the  miribrtune  of  gentlemen,  otherwise 
amiable  and  just,  to  catch  the  spirit  which  pre- 
vails here,  and  to  suppose  that  a  capacity  for 
mischief  necessarily  umplies  the  exercise  of  it. 
HfOf  dr  I  If  the  whole  force  of  the  Chivem- 
raent  could  not  eost^n  a  league  of  banks,  the 
Pennaylvanln  institution  might  well  deoUne  to 
beonne  an  instrument  fbr  gratifying  the  Ulnd 
and  ungovernable  rage  with  which  the  Sxeon- 
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tiro  was  disposed  to  tain  upon  those  who  had 
beat  so  long  the  objects  of  eulogy  and  foTwit- 
isin.  She  did  wisely,  I  think,  not  to  exhaast 
honelf  in  an  effort  to  destroy  them,  bat  to  re- 
eerre  whatever  sfareogth  she  possessed  to  co- 
operate  with  them  in  an  effort  to  relieve  the 
coQDtry  from  the  evils  into  which  mlagovem- 
ment  had  plunged  it. 

Sir,  after  destroying  the  best  currency  with 
which  any  country  was  ever  blest,  the  friends 
of  the  administration  tell  ns  that  they  have 
constitutional  scruples  about  meddling  further 
with  the  subject ;  it  is  no  concern  of  theirs ; 
they  donbt  their  right  to  cure  the  mischief  they 
have  indicted.  SopfWEM,  sir,  one  of  your  naval 
commanders  should  insist  on  taking  ander  oon- 
Toy  a  fleet  of  -American  mercbantmai.  He  de- 
elu«s  that  he  has  Uie  only  aoonnUe  charts; 
tiiat  he  ia  fbndHar  with  every  shoal  ot  the 
channd,  and  eveiy  indentation  of  the  coast 
Bnt  in  the  midst  of  dlfBcoIfy  and  danger — 
with  breakers  around,  and  rivals  of  distress 
everywhere  flying,  he  is  seen  refh^ng  the  aid 
of  a  single  boat  or  uiobor,  and  abandoning  to 
their  foto  the  victims  of  his  ignorance  and  pre- 
sumptton.  Would  it  be  su£Scient  for  such  an 
officer  to  say,  as  has  been  argued  here,  mine 
was  a  national  ship  intended  to  meet  the  pnblio 
enemy ;  had  I  rendered  assistance  on  that  oc- 
casion, the  next  request  would  be  to  throw 
overboard  my  guns  for  tlie  more  convenient 
traBsportation  of  mendumdiBe?"  If  sooh  ar- 
guments wonld  be  met  by  nnivaraal  aoom  and, 
neeration,  must  not  the  oonntiy  regard  with 
riiB^ar  feelings  the  oonrse  of  the  dominant 
partyl 

Bnt,  rir,  (said  Ur.  B.,)  it  is  contended  that 
the  nation  will  dieerfally  sacrifice  itself  for  a 
metaphor.  The  word  divorce  is  to  reconcile  ns 
to  every  evil.  This  seemed  to  him  a  nngalar 
notion,  with  regard  to  a  people  supposed  to 
cherish,  in  an  especial  manner,  all  the  endear- 
ing ties  and  sympathies  of  domestic  life.  The 
word  has  been  supposed  to  briog  np  the  most 
melancholy  images ;  it  speaks  of  violated  faith 
>— of  nwo  wnable  passions-— o{  a  desolated  fire- 
ride.  Thn  most  rraurkaUe  case  on  record  is 
that  of  Henry  YIII. ;  on  whidi  resta  the  yet 
immitigttted  execration  of  mankind.  There, 
too,  the  talk  was  of  State  pdlt^ ;  and  even  r»> 
ligion  wflspreseed  into  service  as  the  handmaid 
of  lost  The  nurest  statesman  of  the  age  was 
led  to  the  blocK  for  his  opinirais  about  the  di- 
vorce. Sir,  what  has  been  the  past  career,  and 
what  is  the  present  state,  of  the  party  in  this 
matter  1  Ton  have  long  since, madly  broken 
away  from  a  legal  connection,  sanctified  by  a 
happy  and  serene  cohabitation  of  forty  years. 
In  yonr  downward  course  from  respectability, 
you  next  took  to  your  pets,  to  the  infinite  shame 
and  mortification  of  all  decent  persons  who 
looked  on.  And  now  yon  are  wearied  of 
them,  and  wfdi  to  go  upon  the  town  at  laml 
Ihis  craving  for  novel^— this  change  of  doxies 
— you  dignify  with  the  name  <n  a  dtoere*, 
which  sh^  console  na  In  the  nUdot  of  onr  oa< 
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lamities.  The  man  whom  yon  have  deprived 
of  the  chance  of  earaing  a  dinner  for  his  wlft^ 
is  to  go  hrane  and  oomwrt  her  with  talk  aboot 
the  divorce  I 

ICr.  BoBBBTSon  said  he  waa  opposed  to  the 
bill,  whether  designed  to  raise  revenne  or  to 
GTwia  a  circulating  medium.  As  a  revenue 
measnre  he  believed  it  unnecessary,  and,  nnd^ 
that  impression,  he  was  nnwilliog,  at  this  time 
of  general  pressure,  to  incur  a  new  debt  or  levy 
upon  the  people  additional  burdens.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasory  anticipates  a  deficit  oT 
five  or  MX  millions  of  dollars  only.  He  pro- 
poses to  withhold  the  fourth  instalment  set 
apart  for  the  States,  or  to  resort  to  some  otiier 
resource  for  a  sum  equal  to  ten  millions  of  d(4- 
lorv ;  whidi  he  gives  us  to  understand  will  meet 
all  necessary  expenses,  and  leave  a  snrpluB  at 
one  million  for  the  mint,  and  three  or  four  mQ- 
lions  for  sudden  and  contingent  calla.  The 
same  view  to  presented  still  more  ^stincUy 
the  Prerident  in  h!i  Message.  He  tells  ns : 

"  The  sum  necessuy  for  the  service  of  the  year, 
beyond  the  probable  receipts  and  the  amount  it  was 
intended  should  be  left  in  the  Treaauir  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  iriU  be  about  six  n^ona." 

He  makes  this  estimate  on  the  supposition 
that  indulgence  will  be  extended  on  the  mer- 
chants' bonds.  AdvertiDg  to  the  moans  cf 
supply,  he  Bitys : 

'*  It  U  not  proposed  to  procure  the  amount  re- 
quired by  loans  or  increased  taxation.  There  are 
nov  in  (he  Treasury,  |9,S67,S14,  directed  hy  the  act 
of  28d  June,  1886,  to  be  depodted  with  the  States 

in  October  nexC" 

He  then  recommends  the  use  of  this  sum,  as 
the  whole  or  the  greater  part  will  be  wanted 
to  de&ay  existing  expropriations.  Well,  ur, 
we  have  granted  the  sum  retired,  in  the  very 
mode  recommended  by  the  £xecntive,  by  vio- 
lating our  engagement  solemnly  made  with  the 
States ;  and  now,  before  we  have  determined 
whether  any  or  what  indulgence  shall  be  ex- 
tended to  the  merchants  or  the  banks,  we  are 
called  upcm  to  aathcudze  an  issue  of  ten  milUons 
in  Treasnry  notes,  making  (exdurive  of  the 
sum  withheld  fcanx  the  States)  about  fi»ty-mx 
inllUons  for  the  current  year.  It  is  true  the 
Prerident  proposes  this  tesue,  not  In  addition 
to  the  Amds  withheld  from  the  States,  but 
temporarily,  and  only  until  the  amount  can  be 
collected  from  the  banks.  But  there  is  no 
pretence  that  the  banks  ore  insolvent ;  nor  is 
there  any  proof  that  the  whole  or  some  part 
at  least  of  what  they  owe  may  not  speedily  he 
coUeoted  or  made  available.  We  well  know 
that  hitiierto  drafts  upon  them,  whether  paid 
or  not,  have  served  the  purposes  of  the  Gov- 
erument;  indeed  that,  even  when  protested 
these  drafts  have  readily  sold  in  the  market  at 
a  premium  of  six  w  seven  percent.  If  six 
mimons  only  oi  the  nun  wrested  from  the 
States  oan  be  oommanded,  they  win  onfilce,  as 
the  Present  Umself  infiurms  ns,  for  the  aer- 
vice  of  the  present  year.  Tet  we  are  to  iasM 
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ten  miilioDs  in  Treasury  notes,  redeemable  at 
the  expiration  of  twelve  moathi;  rix  mflUcms 
to  supply  what,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe, 
ve  may  obtain  flrom  the  banks  indebted  to  ns, 
or  make  aviulaUe  by  drafts  upon  them ;  and 
the  residue,  avowedly,  to  provide  or  keep  up  a 
Burplos  for  the  mint,  and  for  unforeseen  con- 
tingencies. I  question  mnch,  sir,  the  propriety 
of  this  annnal  appropriation  for  the  mint. 
There  is  reason  to  fear  that  ve  are  making 
money  there  at  a  heavy  expense,  and,  if  so,  the 
sooner  we  get  rid  of  a  losing  concern  the  bet- 
ter. As  for  the  surplus  for  sndden  emergen- 
cies, the  very  contingency  has  occurred  for 
using  whatever  portion  of  it  may  remain ;  and 
I  would  sooner  expend  every  dollar  of  it  than 
issae  a  Treasury  note,  or  impose  a  burden  of 
any  kind  upon  the  country.  This  is  not  the 
time  to  create  or  retain  an  idle  surplus  of  three 
or  four  millions  in  the  Treasury. 

But  funds,  it  is  said,  are  wanting  to  carry  on 
what  is  called  the  Florida  war.  If  that  be  so, 
profoundly  Ignorant  as  we  are  still  kept  of  the 
true  cause  of  that  war,  discreditable  as  its  con- 
duct has  been  to  the  administration,  I  am  ready 
to  vote  adequate  supplies  for  the  protection  and 
security  of  our  fW)ntier  settlements.  But  has 
the  Executive  called  for  a  fbrther  appropriation 
for  that  object?  If  tiiere  be  in  the  Message  the 
most  distant  allusion  to  snob  an  aDpropmtion, 
it  has  escaped  my  notice.  The  President  sums 
up  in  a  sli^e  paragraph  the  oljeotB  to  wbioh 
he  invites  our  immediate  nttenticm : 

"  To  regulate,  by  law,  the  safc-kcepIng,  transfer, 
and  disbonemeat  <^  the  public  moneys ;  to  designate 
the  fluids  to  be  received  and  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment; to  eo^le  the  Treisary  to  meet  promptly 
every  demand  upon  it ;  to  pr»)cribe  the  terms  of 
iudulzeQce  and  the  mode  of  settlement  to  be  adopted 
as  well  io  collecting  from  individuals  the  revenue 
that  has  aocraed,  as  in  irithdravdnK  it  fVom  former 
depoutories ;  and  to  devise  and  adopt  such  fiirtber 
measures,  within  tlie  oonstitntlonil  competency  of 
Congreaa,  as  iriU  t>e  beet  calculated  to  revive  the 
mtarprise  and  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
country." 

These  are  the  reascms  assigned  for  the  pres- 
ent inooavenient  and  unseasonable  convocatiott 
of  Oongress.  Yet  my  colleague  (Mr.  WisbJ  may 
have  been  right  in  so^estiog  that  the  true 
motive  is  to  be  found  in  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding further  means  to  carry  on  the  war  in 
Florida.  For,  of  the  virions  objects  supposed 
to  require  immediate  legislation,  there  is  not 
one  which  the  Executive,  in  the  plenitude  of 
its  authority,  has  not  already  provided  for,  or 
which  might  not  have  been  deferred  without 
mnch  detriment  to  the  public  interests,  till  the 
regular  period  of  oar  annual  ses^n. 


Thubsdat,  October  6. 

yational  Bank. 

The  Bouse  passed  to  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterd^r,  which  tu  the  omrideratiwi  (tf 


the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  dedaring  it  to  be  inexpedient 
to  charter  a  national  bank ;  and  the  question 
being  on  Mr.  Bssosast'b  motion  to  rwet  tlie 
resolution  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr,  Cdshmak  said  tiiat,  believing  every  gen- 
tleman to  have  made  up  his  mind  on  the  ques* 
tion  in  relation  to  tlie  expediency  of  chartering 
a  national  bank,  and  that  the  state  of  the  pub- 
lic business  would  not  permit  of  its  further 
discussion,  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  qnestion  was  seconded— ^es 
83,  noes  80. 

The  main  qnestion  was  then  reported  as  fol- 
lows : 

.  Sttolved,  That  ft  Is  inexpedient  to  charter  a  na- 
tional bank. 

Mr.  Wise  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
niain  question,  which  were  ordered,  and  were : 
Tkab. — ^Ueesra.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Athertoo, 
BeaUy,  Bieme,  Bicknell,  Budsall,  Bouldm,  Brod- 
,  head,  Bruyn,  Bndianan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  T.  J. 
Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  ClUey,  Claiborne,  Clatk, 
Cleveland,  (Howney,  CoIm,  Connor,  Craig,  Oary, 
Cushman,  Daweoa,  Davee,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Ed- 
wards, Elmore,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup, 
Gholson,  Glascock,  Gnmtland,  Gray,  Gri^,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H. 
Hunter,  R.  U.  T.  Hunter,  Isriiam,  T.  B.  Jaduun,  i. 
Jat^Bon,  Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jeoc^ 
SIgore,  KUi^iensndth,  Legare,  Laadbetter,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Arphaxed  Lomnis,  Lyon,  HaUory,  J.  U. 
Uason,  Hartu),  McKay,  A.  Hoaellan,  McGlure,  Mo- 
Kim,  Miller,  Montgnnery,  Moore,  Morgan,  M.  Mwris, 
&  W.  Morris,  Muhlenbei^,  Noble,  O^e,  Owens, 
Palmer,  Parmeater,  Patton,  Paynter,  Pennjbacker, 
Fetrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sheffer, 
Shields,  Sheptor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Steward, 
TalUferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Tumey,  Yanderveer,  Wi^ner^Wabster,  T. 
T.  WhitUeeey.  Jaied  W.  WllUams,  WorOlnghBL 
Tell— 128. 

NaTs. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  W. 
ABen,  Ayciigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  William 
B.  Calhoun,  J.  Oalhoon,  William  B.  Campbedl, 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  Qiilds,  Conrin,  Crausteai, 
Crockett,  Curtis,  Cusbiog,  Datiington,  Davies,  De- 
berry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard 
Fletcher,  FiUmore,  lUce  Gariand,  Goode,  James  Grar 
ham,-  William  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hall,  Hal- 
Bted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Jenifer, 
Henry  Johnson,  William  Cost  J<dmBon,  Iiawler,  Lin- 
coln, Andrew  W.  Loomia,  Marvin,  Bainson  luson, 
Manry,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Meroer, 
Miltigan,  Calvary  Morris,  Kaylor,  Patterson,  Fearce, 
Peck,  Phillips,  P(^  Fotta,  Bariden.  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Kdgway,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant, 
AngastiBe  H.  8bw>erd,  Charles  ^epanL  Sbley, 
Sbde,  Boothgate,  Study,  Stratton,  TillbitfiasL  Te> 
land,  Undenrood,  A.  S.  White,  Jirtm  Whtte^  EUdia 
WhitUeaey,  Lewis  Williamaghnrod  WillianM,  Jpseph 
L.  WiUiaoH^  Onistopher  B.  ^niUams,  Wlae,  Yoika 
—91. 

So  the  Bouse  resolved  that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  diarter  a  natiMul  bulc 
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Sub-lk-easury  Sill 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  endtled  "  An  act 
inmo^K  additional  duties  in  certain  oases  on 
pabUc  oraeers,"  was  taken  up  rai  its  reference. 

Mr.  OAMBBKLEKa  remarked  that,  as  tiiis  bill 
oonrmonded  in  almost  all  Its  proiisicHls  with 
the  Honse  bill  under  the  same  title,  rejMjrted 
the  Gomrolttee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
referred  to  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  he  had  been  instnioted  by 
the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Heans  to  more 
that  this  bill  be  at  once  committed  to  the  same 
Oomndttee  of  the  Whole  as  the  other. 

The  motion  was  assented  to. 

Treatury  NoU  Bill, 
The  Hoose  proceeded  to  tiie  condderation 
<rf  the  "  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes." 

The  bm  ha4  been  amended  entlrdy  In  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  a  Bubetttate  submitted 
by  ICr.  Oambbbuno  adopted. 

Mr.  Fletorsb,  of  Massachusetts,  said :  The 
InH  before  ns  is  indirect  and  deceptiTO ;  calcu- 
lated to  conceal  the  real  nature  and  ol^ect  of 
the  measure  which  is  proposed.  It  is  entitled 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes. 
Why  not  call  it  a  bill  to  authorize  the  employ- 
Inent  of  additional  clerks  f  Or,  a  bill  to  punish 
fiiH^gery  iu  certain  cases  ?  Both  of  which  are 
Just  as  mudi  provided  for  in  the  bill  as  is  tlie 
issue  of  Treasury  notes ;  and  either  of  which 
wonid  just  as  well  express  the  real  oljeet  of 
the  UQ  as  the  title  which  it  bears. 

The  bill  bears  a  ftlse  title ;  it  osrries  upon 
its  front  afidse  name;  it  imp<Hiswhat  it  is 
not ;  or  rather  it  does  not  import  what  in  foot 
it  is :  it  is  deceptive.  Wherever  else  designing 
anifioe  may  previul,  let  it  not  corrupt  our  le^ 
latlon.  Let  ns  deal  frankly  and  openly  with 
the  people.  When  we  take  their  money,  let  us 
tell  them  so ;  let  it  be  taken  openly  and  avow- 
edly, not  covertly  and  indirectly.  Take  their 
money  and  tdl  them  so ;  but  do  not  their 
pockets  1 

When  the  people  are  to  be  sul^ected  to  a  lia- 
bility of  ten  millions,  th^  should  be  informed 
of  the  &ct  dearly  and  disUncUy ;  there  dionld 
be  no  coacealmeut  in  word  or  tiiooght.  The 
IhU b^ore  as  i&  in  truth,  ahiUto  anuiorize  a 
loan  of  ten  millions.  What  we  want  ia  a  loan, 
ud  wo  oagfat  In  bimess  and  truth  to  s^  so. 
To  call  the  bill  I7  «  name  that  does  not  Wriy 
inmort  its  diaraoter ;  thus  to  treat  it  as  some- 
Uifiig  Cerent  frvm.  what  it  really  is,  does  not 
oomport  with  what  ought  to  be  the  character 
id  the  Government. 

We  have  already,  sir,  passed  a  bill  entitled 
an  act  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalmeut  of 
depmit  with  the  States.  I  fear,  sir,  that  bill 
raises  expectations  only  to  disappoint  them. 
That  payment.  If  it  were  really  intended,  might 
as  well  be  made  now  as  ever.  I  fear,  sir,  the 
Statea  will  expect  it  In  vain.  Postponemmt, 
in  all  probability,  will  turn  oat  to  mean  repeal. 
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The  expectation  of  payment  at  a  future  time 
will  prove,  I  apprehend,  a  delusive  expectation. 
Sir,  I  protest  against  duplicity  in  any  form, 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  The  relation 
whidi  we  snstaiu  towards  the  people  demands 
from  us  the  strictest  troth  uid  nncerity .  Tb^ 
have  plaoed  confidence  in  ns ;  they  have  en- 
trusted to  ns  their  rights  and  interests;  and 
they  have  an  undeniable  clidm  to  be  infinmed 
fully  and  dearly,  without  disgmse,  as  to  every 
thing  we  do,  and  every  ttuug  we  intend.  The 
titie  and  the  form  of  tiiis  bill  are  calculated,  b 
my  opinion,  to  disguise  from  the  people  tJiat 
we  are  borrowing  m<mey  upon  their  (oedit; 
and,  in  that  point  of  view,  the  bill  is  obwndons 
to  serious  oqjectioDS. 

There  is  another  objection,  which  must  press 
with  great  weight  upon  Uiose  Reutlemen  who 
hold  to  a  strict  construction  of  the  constitution, 
who  hold  that  Congress  baa  no  powers  except 
those  expresdy  granted  to  it.  Those  gentle- 
men, who  cannot  find  in  the  constitution  any 
power  to  charter  a  national  bank,  where  do 
they  find  the  power  to  issne  Treasury  note^  or 
bills  of  cre^t ;  for  Treasury  notes,  dengned  to 
circulate  as  currency,  are  nuther  more  nor  less 
than  bills  of  credit  t  Ko  such  i>ower  is  any- 
where expressly  granted. 

The  framers  of  the  constitution  had  seen  and 
felt  the  evils  of  Government  p^r  money. 
The  power  io  iasue  bills  of  credit  was  expressly 
witbneld  from  the  States ;  it  was  not  expre&^y 
f^iven  to  the  Genend  Government  How,  then, 
does  the  General  Ctovemmeut  obtain  It?  It 
will  be  said  that  it  is  indnded  under  the  poirer 
to  borrow  mcmey.  Let  ns  see  how  that  inter- 
pretation will  answer. 

No  one  will  deny  to  the  several  States  the 
power  to  borrow  money — a  power  which  the^ 
exercise  every  day  without  ol^eeti<m.  Bnt  it 
is  certain  that  the  States  cannot  issue  bills  of 
credit.  The  power  to  borrow  money,  then, 
does  not  necessarily  include  the  power  to  issue 
bills  of  credit ;  and,  although  the  Governm«it 
has  undoubtedly  the  power  to  borrow  thoxlvj, 
that  power  to  borrow  money  does  not,  by  any 
means,  necessarily  imply  a  power  to  issue  bilk 
of  credit  I  found  tliis  ailment  upon  the 
views  of  those  gentlemen  who  hold  to  a  strict 
construotioa  of  the  constitution,  without  in< 
tending  to  exwess  any  opinion  of  my  own 
i^Km  this  constitutional  point  The  only  e:»r- 
cue  of  this  power  by  the  General  Govemmfint 
occurred  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  Govemmeut,  in  the  first  place,  en- 
deavored to  obt^n  &  loan  in  the  usual  way. 
The  attempt  failed;  the  loan  ooold  not  be 
obtfdned ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  the 
Government  resorted  to  a  forced  loan,  by  the 
issne  of  Treasury  notes.  An  example  at  such 
a  time,  and  under  such  circumstances,  is  rsther 
to  be  avoided  than  to  be  followed. 

There  is  still  a  further  objection  to  this  meas- 
ure. Tfae  bill  provides  that  the  notes  to  be 
issued  shall  bear  such  interest  as  the  Secretary 
of  theXreaBUTBhalLdetttmiaei  This  omiaiioa 
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to  fix  the  amount  of  interest  leaves  tiie  char- 
acter of  the  notes  vhollj  indeterminate  and 
unoertun.  The  interest  which  they^  may  bear 
will  determine  the  character  and  offioe  of  the 
notes.  They  ma/  be  of  a  character  to  be  taken 
np  as  an  inveBtment  by  c^talists ;  thej  may 
be  of  a  character  to  circulate  as  currency ;  and 
which  of  these  characters  th^  will  aasam^ 
depends  upon  the  interest  they  may  bear. 
Before  I  can  Tote  for  the  bm,  tUs  p(rfnt  must 
be  determined.  Before  I  can  rote  tat  the 
notes,  I  must  know  what  the  notes  are  to  be. 
I  cannot  agree  to  the  passage  of  anyliill  the 
nature  of  which  is  not  fixed  and  established  by 
tiie  bill  itself.  It  would  be  to  act  blindly  and 
tooonsideratety,  to  rote  for  a  measure  in  igno- 
rance of  what  that  measure  Is  to  be.  Should 
the  bill  pass  in  the  present  form,  and  should  I 
be  inquired  of  what  its  effects  npon  t%  com- 
munity was  anticipated  to  be,  Z  could  give  no 
answer.  I  conld  express  no  opinion  on  that 
point,  beeanse,  in  tiie  present  shape  of  this  bill, 
It  is  impo^ble  to  f<Hia  any  (^inicm  what  char- 
acter tiie  notes  win  asBome.  I  oonid  rally  aaj^ 
what  I  should  be  ashamed  to  say,  that  the 
Sxeontire  had  bera  autiiorized  to  iasne  notes 
to  suit  the  purposes  of  the  GktTemment,  without 
any  regard  having  been  pud  to  the  oonoem 
wfaloh  the  community  at  large  mig^t  have  in 
Hue  matter.  If  we  are  to  act  with  the  light- 
est regard  to  the  intetest  and  eonrenienoe  of 
the  pnblio,  we  should  fix  the  interest  which 
tho  notes  are  to  bear.  Why  refer  this  to  the 
Executive?  Is  not  the  House  competent  to 
form  and  exercise  a  judgment  on  this  question  f 
Is  not  the  House  as  nt  as  the  Executive  to 
determine  what  rate  of  interest,  what  character 
to  the  notes,  will  best  mhBerve  the  jmbtie 
interest?  If  it  be  best  for  the  EzeonUTe  to 
legidate  npon  this  point,  why  not  np<m  all 
outers  9  liioogh  the  Execntive,  in  fh(^  exer- 
cised  snob  a  power,  it  wonld  hu^Iy  be  neces- 
sary to  make  a  public  proclamation  of  it. 

The  earnestness  with  which  the  fHenda  of 
the  administratien  press  this  measure  of  issuing 
Treasury  notes,  in  preference  to  the  nsual  mode 
of  supplying  the  wonts  of  the  Treasury  by  a 
simple  loan,  is  well  calculated  to  excite  sus- 
picions. I  have  no  desire  to  throw  any  nnde-  : 
served  odium  upon  the  administration.  I  wi^ 
them  to  merit,  and,  by  meriting,  to  possess  the 
confidence  of  the  entire  community.  Bat  this 
.measure  is  little  oalenl^»d  to  produce  that 
efi^  It  ifl  an  nnnraal  measnre;  It  will  be 
attended  with  extraordinary  expense;  it  will 
add  to  the  number  of  those  in  the  employ  of 
Government;  It  will  increase  EzeontiTe  pa* 
tronage ;  it  opens  a  new  door  to  Execntive 
favoritism,  fit  raising  money  npon  these  notes, 
the  Executive  may  give  a  praferenee,  and  may 
eonsnit  the  interests  of  fitvored  individnals; 
whereas  a  loan  would  be  open  equally  to  all. 

Besides,  ur,  there  are  those  who  see  in  this 
measure  the  oonimenoement  of  a  permanent 
and  a  most  perilous  ajatem.  It  is  more  ttian 
Bormised  that  the  Government  would  be  willing 


CH.  er  B. 

to  have  the  whole  currency  .of  the  country 
flow  exclosively  from  itself ;  and  is  desirous  to 
fnmish  not  only  the  gold  and  nlver  coin,  but 
the  whole  paper  currency  also,  from  its  own 
exclnrive  mint;  and  that  the  measure  now 
proposed  is  the  first  step  in  the  march  towards 
that  object  The  taking  measnres  to  render 
aafe  and  convenient  smdi  currency  aa  the  peo^ 
may  elect  to  use,  is  the  business  and  all  the 
business  of  the  Government  in  relatiim  to  Uils 
subject  It  should  be  kept  strictly  within  the 
Umits  of  that  duty,  and  snould  futhfully  per- 
ftMin  what  belongs  to  it  within  those  UmUa. 
They  ought  to  foUow  onUio  sentiment  in  this 
matter,  not  attempt  to  lead  it. 

But  strange  and  dangerous  doctrines  have 
been  put  forth  in  relation  to  the  currency  of 
the  conntiy;  and  there  is  cause  enough  for 
alarm  to  render  it  the  part  of  prudence  to 
watch  with  care  every  measure  bearing  npon 
this  subject.  The  issue  of  paper  money  is  at 
all  times  a  dangerous  bigness  for  a  Govern- 
ment to  engage  in,  and  a  boriness  pecnliariy 
dangerous  at  we  present  cri^  Oiu-  time  u 
now  too  diort,onr  action  too  hnnied,tojnituy 
ns  in  adventuring  upon  a  scheme  <k  a  novu 
character.  At  sooh  a  time,  and  under  present 
circumatanca^  the  only  safe  way  is  the  old 
way— the  common  w«r.  If  tlie  Goremment 
must  have  money,  let  it  borrow  the  mmey  in 
the  usual  node.  So  doing,  we  shall  know 
what  we  do.  To  the  adoption  of  this  course, 
I  have  heard  no  substantial  objection,  I  can  see 
no  substantial  objection ;  and,  until  I  can  obtain 
some  new  light,  it  is  the  only  course  to  which 
I  can  give  my  assent 

A  ^eat  change  has  come  over  our  national 
affairs.  At  the  commencement  of  tUs  jweaent 
year,  there  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment a  snrplna  of  nearly  twdve  nuU^ma  d 
dollars,  exrlndve  of  the  whole  amonnt  to  be 
deposited  with  the  States.  The  fourth  instal- 
ment of  the  deposit  money  (Iwtween  nine  and 
ten  millions)  has  been  withheld  from  the  ^tes ; 
there  is  due  to  the  Government  from  the  late 
United  States  Bank  ux  millions,  exclusive  of 
interest ;  and  now  ten  additions  millions  are 
demanded,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  current 
year ;  and  this,  too,  beudes  all  the  ordinary 
revenues  of  tiie  country — a  country,  whose 
whole  annual  expenses  during  the  administra- 
tion next  preoedmg  that  of  General  Jackscoi, 
were  hardly  twelve  millions  of  dollars  1 

Mr,  pABimim  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have 
listened  with  ffeel  interest  to  the  obsuratiana 
of  my  honoraDW  oolleagne  who  has  jost  taken 
his  seat,  (Mr.  Futobxb,)  as  I  always  have* 
elaewhwe,  when  I  have  had  an  opportonity, 
from  my  great  respect  for  his  high  moral  worth 
and  distinguished  talents;  but,  enterttunins 
sfHnewhat  different  views  from  those  presented 
by  him  and  other  gentiemen  on  the  same  side 
of  the  question,  I  will,  with  your  leave,  state 
the  grounds  upon  wbids  I  dissent 

My  o(^leagne  ol^eots  to  the  btlL  beoaose  no 
rata  of  intanai  ia  ^eoifiad;  and  ha  euinot 
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ire  it  bis  rote  antil  he  knows  preciaelj  what 
^e  obUg^ions  of  the  Qovenunent  are  to  be. 
It  appears  to  me  that  this  is  ooe  of  the  most 
Tenable  prorisions  of  the  bill,  because  the  rate 
of  interest  can  be  so  fixed  all  the  way  from  a 
Tery  low  rate  to  the  maximum  of  six  per  cent., 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaeary  will  pat  it 
at  the  most  advant^eons  rate  &r  the  Oorem- 
ment  and  for  the  commnnity.  And  it  appears 
to  me  the  role  voold  be  a  very  plain  one,  to 
l^ace  the  rate  so  that  they  wonld  not  be  hoarded 
Bj  ihe  oapitalistfl,  or  faH  below  par  in  the 
marked  faowevw  small  Hie  demand  for  Oovem- 
mentdaeo.  And  althoagh,  as  haa  been  strongly 
tirged,  there  is  very  small  probability  that, 
under  almost  any  oironmatances,  they  would  be 
below  par,  yet  it  is  better,  in  my  jod^pnent, 
to  leave  the  whole'matter  to  the  disoretion  of 
the  Seoretary  of  the  1!^easary,  who  will  under- 
stand best  what  the  wants  oi  ibe  case  may 
require. 

It  is  objected,  that  the  issoe  of  Treasnry 
notes  is  nncoQstitational ;  that  they  are  bills 
of  credit,  and  prohibited  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States ;  th^  they  were  never 
issued  in  but  one  instance,  and  that  during  the 
war  with  Great  Britun,  when  it  was  difflcult 
or  almost  impossible  to  obtain  «  loan.  If  tt 
wwe  imocnstitnti(»ial  to  Issue  Treasury  notes, 
the  fact  that  we  were  at  war,  and  it  was 
difficult  to  obtain  a  loan  in  any  other  manner, 
wonld  not  have  made  it  oonstitntiomd.  I  oosaa 
to  the  conclunon  myself;  that  IVeasnry  notes 
were  issued  at  that  time  for  the  same  reason  as 
now,  because  they  are  the  most  convenient  to 
the  Government  and  the  people. 

I  have  not  entertained  the  opinion,  Hr. 
Speaker,  that  the  present  embarrassments  of 
this  na^on  have  arisen  from  what  may  be 
properly  oaUe<l  general  distress.  I  believe,  and 
think  1  shall  be  sustained  in  the  opinion  by 
the  sentimenta  of  many  men  of  business  in  the 
oommendal  Atisa,  that  the  stoppage  cf  qwde 
payments  waa  owing  to  the  alarm  exdted  in 
the  oommunit7,  which  canaed  a  rash  upon  the 
banks  for  the  precious  metals,  and  thereby 
materially  lessened  their  means,  and  by  the 
impmdence  and  extended  speculation  into 
which  the  debtors  of  these  iostUntions  plunged. 
Had  it  not  been  for  tiiese  cironmatances,  the 
suspension  wonld  not  have  taken  place ;  and, 
but  for  them,  before  this  time  specie  payments 
would  have  been  resumed.  It  is  true  that  the 
consternation  was  universal;  the  panic  was 
overwhelming;  but  that  the  evil  was  not 
deep-rooted,  and  tliat  there  was  not,  in  reality, 
B  aoaroity  of  the  preoions  metals  in  the  com- 
mercial world,  is  shown  by  various  facts.  Con- 
trary to  the  ezpeotaUon  of  moat  pwsoni  in 
tills  oonntry,  the  Buik  oS  £i^and  oonthined, 
and  sHll  eontinaea,  spede  payments,  and  money 
is  abondant^  and  there  is  no  want  of  coin  and 
hnllirai  for  all  purposes.  The  specalati<Hts  and 
investments  in  lands,  amounting  to  many  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  engagements  in  novel  manu-  j 
firturing  oOQoema ;  boUdingof  railniadB  in  all  | 


parts  of  the  country ;  and  establi^mente  ot 
every  variety  which  ingenuity  could  invent— 
a  ftw  of  them  useful  and  profitable,  but  many» 
very  many,  most  sorrowfully  ruinous  in  thdr 
results — all  tended  to  produce  the  mischie£ 
The  or^ary  means  of  the  banks  were  prob- 
ably e^ual  to  their  liabilities ;  but  the  inability 
of  their  debtors,  in  consequence  of  theSx  im- 
prudent and  indiscreet  course,  crippled  these 
msUtutions,  and  brought  on  the  cuamity  of  a 
suspension  of  specie  payments — an  evil  which, 
while  it  continnes,  will  blight  every  efibrt  of 
Miterpijse  and  Induatty. 

The  amount  of  apeoie  within  the  control  of 
the  banks  of  the  oountry  was  eqoal  to  their 
wants,  ^eater  than  it  has  been  in  many  in- 
stances and  at  many  times;  but  unsafe  and 
improvident  men  obttuned  access  to  th^  t«- 
sourcut  not  that  I  mean  to  censure  the  man- 
agers m  the  moneyed  institutions  more  than  I 
would  individuals,  and  copartnerships,  and  cor- 
porations, for  everybody  was  infected  with  the 
mania  of  jepecnlation ;  the  whole  atmosphere 
of  the  business  world  was  filled  with  it.  It 
drove  peoj^le  to  the  pine  forests  of  ICaine ;  to 
the  town  ntes  on  the  Gulf  of  Uexico ;  to  every 
stream  and  rivw  through  tiie  whde  repuhUc ; 
to  the  new  dtiea  of  the  Test;  and  to  the 
engagements  in  mann&ctures,  medianio  tuts, 
and  discoveries  of  all  kinds,  in  most  instances 
lamentably  unsuccessful. 

My  colleague  objects  that  the  bill  is  dec^ 
tive ;  that,  under  the  guise  of  authorizing  an 
issue  of  Treasury  not^,  it  affects  a  loan.  It 
undoubtedly  is  a  use  of  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try, to  obtain  means  of  extinguishing  some  of 
its  liabilities,  and  in  that  sense  is  a  loan.  But 
there  is  no  dec^tion  abont  it.  Kotes  payable 
are  never  issued  in  money  transactions,  except- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  substituting  credit  for 
money,  or  promising  it,  and  therefore  always^ 
directiy  or  indireotiy,  operate  as  a  negotiation 
for  a  loan.  What  diflerence  does  it  make  as 
to  the  matter  of  bosrowiAg,  whether  the  money 
be  obtuned  by  one^erson  of  fi  third,  and  paid 
to  a  second  one,  or  the  note  be  given  directly 
to  the  secoD^  person  t  In  both  oases  it  is 
obtaining  means  on  loan;  in  one  Inatwiee 
directly,  in  tiie  other  indireotiy.  Banks  borrow 
continually,  by  their  bills  or  notes,  money  of  the 
oommuDity.  Now,  sir,  as  Treasury  notes  can 
be  issued  for  no  otber  purpose  than  to  procure 
money  or  means  on  vie  credit  of  the  United 
States,  the  bill  cannot  be  deceptive,  because,  as 
it  can  have  no  other  object,  everybody  under- 
stwtds  it 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it  now  standSf 
without  any  of  the  proposed  amendment^ 
rtioularly  those  which  propose  the  sale  of 
the  United  State  Bank  of  Fennaylvaiua,  and 
to  the  Btrildng  out  the  provision  authorizing 
the  Secretary  to  pay  interest  when,  in  lua 
opinion,  the  good  of  the  country  may  require 
it.  It  certainly  appears  to  me  that  there  can 
be  no  posnble  objection  to  that  proviMon.  It 
will  guard  against  the  xtosdbility,  althoo^ 
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I  admit  it  is  not  a  Btrong  probability,  that  thej 
will  be  at  any  conslddrable  disoount,  under 
ordinary  ciroarostanoes.  Bat  we  all  know  the 
nice  etuoolationfl  of  dealers  in  money;  and  I 
diould  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  the  cry, 
whieh  has  bo  freqnently  sonnded  in  oor  ears, 
of  depreciated  currency  ^plied  to  any  of  the 
fames  of  the  Gorenmieat 
ICr.  OBooKBTr  addressed  the  Chair  as  fdlows : 
Sir,  it  has  been  orged  by  honorable  gentle- 
SMn  that  this  is  a  measure  of  relief  to  the 
country ;  that  it  will  supply  the  country  wlUi 
a  circalation  and  a  medium  of  exchange ;  and 
I  grant  that  it  miglit  offer  some  temporary 
relief;  but,  sir,  I  believe  it  would  tana,  ulti- 
mately, to  aggravate  the  disease.  So  far  from 
being  a  measure  of  permanent  relief  to  the 
people,  I  believe  It  is  the  entering  wedge  to  an 
institution  almost  as  odious  as  the  Spanish 
InquisitloQ.  I  mean,  sir,  a  Treasury  bank.  In 
fitct,  if  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  gentie- 
man  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Bhbtt)  be 
adopted,  A  Treaaorj  bank  of  ianie  and  dapodt 
Ifl  at  onoe  established. 

Kr,  instead  of  showing  any  dispoeition  to 
grant  relief  to  the  people,  we  are  called  uptm 
to  increase  their  hardens.  We  are  about  to 
heap  upon  them  another  national  debt,  (for, 
d[sguise  it  as  you  will,  it  is  nothins  lets,  and 
has  been  so  admitted  on  all  sides,)  to  ^e  amount 
of  tea  millions  of  dollorH,  to  relieve  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  while  the  .people  are  told,  substau- 
tially,  that  they  need  not  expeot  any  relief ;  that 
it  is  the  bosioess  of  the  Government  to  take 
care  of  itself;  and  that  it  has  no  power  to 
iotenneddle  with  the  concerns  of  in^viduals  I 
The  Government,  after  having  tampered  with 
the  cnrrency  until  it  b  ratned  and  annihUaied 
—after  having  prostrated  every  brandi  oi  In- 
dustry and  enterprise,  the  comnieTce  and  (s«dit 
of  tM  nation,  1^  practMng  wild  and  virionwy 
experiments-— cuts  lopse  from  the  people,  and 
teUathem  it  has  no  power  to  grant  them  relief^ 
or  iaterfere  with  their  conoernsi  They  are  to 
be  dismissed  with  a  lecture  on  economy.  Yes, 
sir;  they  are  contemptuously  told  that  they 
are  to  look  to  their  owa  industry  and  frugality 
for  relief^  without  the  aid  of  ttta  Gkivemment  I 
Sir,  this  reminds  me  of  the  language  of  Job's 
cinnforters.  We  read  in  Holy  writ  that  on  a 
certain  occasion  Satan  was  permitted  by  the 
Almighty  to  try  an  ^' experimeDt "  npcai  the 
firmness  and  int^riiy  o(^"  Job^  a  perfect  and 
an  opright  man,  one  that  Ibttred  God  and 
eschewed  evil ; "  that  when«  hf  the  power  of 
this  arch  enemy  of  the  peace  and  hai^ness  of 
man.  Job's  fortunes,  and  his  children,  and  every 
thing  calculated  to  render  him  happy,  had  been 
driven  to  the  four  winds,  and  be  was  reduced 
to  biliary  and  ruin ;  when.  In  addition  to  this, 
**I)e  was  smitten  with  sore  boils  firom  the 
crown  of  his  head  to  the  sole  of  his  foot,"  and 
was  groaning  under  the  bitterest  agonies  of 
human  affliction;  when,  in  short,  by  one  ca- 
lamity upon  the  beds  of  another,  he  had  been 
redneed  flrom'  the  hlgheit  itate  of  pnnperitgr 
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and  happiness,  to  tiie  lowest  depths  of  degradar 
tion  and  misery,  and  was  wont  to  roll  himself 
in  the  ashes  upon  his  hearth,  there  was  but  one 
resource  left  upon  earth  to  which  he  could  look 
for  consolation  and  solace — and  that  was  his 
wife.  And  when  he  cried  out  to  her  in  tiie 
bitterness  of  bis  sooL  what  was  her  reply! 
She  told  him  he  had  better  "curse  God  and 
diel "  And,  sir,  pretty  much  in  fcecsdng  with 
this  is  the  President's  consolation  to  uie  people 
in  their  afflictions. 

Sir,  do  yoQ  imagine  the  people  expected  to 
hear  such  language  as  this  from  those  to  whose 
interests  they  have  shown  so  much  devotion  I 
Did  they  expect  their  rulers  to  mock  at  thmr 
calamities,  which  they  themselves  had  hem 
instrumental  in  bringing  upon  themf  No,  sir; 
they  looked  to  those  whom  they  had  placed  in 
power  to  devise  smne  means  to  relieve  them 
from  their  calamities.  The  prodamation  of 
the  Preddent  was  hailed  with  joy  by  thoosanda 
as  a  fiivorable  omen.  They  hogged  to  th^r 
bosoms  the  delusive  hope  that  thSr  rulers  had 
seen  the  fWly  of  their  oourse,  and  were  about 
to  retnwe  their  steps.  Sir,  although  the  Presi- 
dent was  pieced  to  "trnd  genmlly  In  the 
footsteps  of  his  illustrioos  predecessor,"  yet,  I 
imagine  no  one  believed  he  designed  to  tread 
specially  in  his  footsteps.  And  it  was  hoped 
that  if  he  did  treed  la  his  footsteps  at  all,  be 
would  take  his  "back  track,"  (if  I  may  be 
alloved  to  use  a  hunter's  phrase,)  at  least  in 
relation  to  the  currency  and  the  revenue.  But 
in  all  this  how  sadly  are  we  disi4>pointed  I  So 
far  from  this,  we  find  bim  diqrased  to  {dunge 
still  deeper  into  new-  and  untried  experiment  I 
Sir,  what  do  we  behold!  The  whole  country 
invidved  in  one  wide-spread  ruin,  and  the  Got- 
emmoit  Itself  bankrupt ;  and  we  are  yet  to 
have  another  "experiment I"  Yes,  dr,  the 
State  bank  experiment  has  fUled,  and  tiie  golden 
bubble  has  exploded,  and  left  a  wreck  m  rain 
in  their  tndn ;  and  now,  nr,  in  obedience  to 
the  mandate  from  the  Hermitage,  we  are  to 
have  tbe  Government  divorced  from  all  existing 
banks,  and  wedded  to  a  new  and  untried  system 
of  sub-Treasuries,  or,  in  plain  language,  a  Treas- 
ury bank.  Sir,  we  find  that  the  ex-Preudent 
is  not  content  with  having  dictated  to  the  pei^le 
whom  they  should  choose  to  l>e  his  sucoessor, 
but  seems  now  determined  to  dictate  to  tliat 
successor.  I  hod  hope^,  Mr.  ^teaker,  that,  as 
the  Presidoit  had  attamed  the  summit  of  Ms 
wishes,  he  mndd  kick  from  under  him  tha 
laddw  1^  whU^  he  had  asoended,  and  take  the 
dictates  of  his  own  judgment  as  the  man  of 
bis  counsel ;  hut,  rir,  mortifying  as  it  nu^  be. 
we  find  the  Message  tilie  exact  fac  nrntU  of 
certain  letters  not  ItHig  nnce  addressed  to  the 
editor  of  the  Globe,  and  pnblished  in  that  print. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  order  to  remedy  the  evils 
which  now  afflict  tills  country,  Z  am  for  com- 
mencing the  work  where  tiiey  oririnated.  Let 
us,  ioT,  In  all  due  charity,  instead  of  chaiipng 
the  wlude  of  these  misfcMixuKs  to  the  aocounk 
of  thepeoplei  atlfl«teliai8eoii»4udf  of  tham 
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to  tbe  mal-adminisbatiffli  of  the  GoTernment ; 
and,  although  it  is  not  reooounended  by  tbe 
FMddeot,  let  tu  commenoe  eoonoiaizinR  a  little 
on  tbe  part  of  tiie  Government,  and  set  a 

Eraisewortby  example  before  the  people.  I 
are  always  heard  it  remarked  that  examine 
was  mach  more  formble  than  precept  Let  ns, 
instead  of  creating  a  national  debt,  in  order 
to  keep  up  an  extravagant  and  prodigal  system 
of  expeowtnTes  which  has  crept  into  tbe  Qot- 
emment,  commence  tbe  bosiness  of  retrenob- 
ment  and  reform  which  was  promised  ns  a  few 
years  nnoe,  «nd  adopt  some  measore  of  general 
and  permanent  relief  to  tbe  commnnity  as  w^ 
as  to  the  Oovemment ;  and  then,  sir,  and  not 
until  then,  may  we  hope  to  see  better  times, 
and  cease  to  bear  the  oomidainta  that  ore  now 
•mtinnally  salnUng  oar  ears  from,  the  tens  <tf 
thonsands  of  honest,  indnstrions  dtisens  who 
have  been  thrown  wit  of  employment  and  re- 
duced to  beggary  and  min  dmring  this  age  of 
experiments. 

Sir,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  detain  the  House 
with  any  oaloalatl<ms  to  show  tbe  state  of  tbe 
Treasury,  in  order  to  prove  that  tbe  passage  of 
this  bill  is  not  required  to  supply  a  deficit  in 
the  Treasury,  ss  contended  for  by  tbe  friends 
of  the  measure.  It  has  already  been  shown 
to  this  House  condonvely,  to  my  mind  at  least, 
tliat,  by  withholding  the  fom^h  instalment  of 
the  surplus  revenue  ftma  the  States,  and  sus- 
pending certain  appropriations  for  useless — 
naj,  worse  than  ns^s^— pnblio  works,  explor- 
ing enaditifflu,  Ao.,  and  thereby  xedvusiw  the 
ejqpenffltuTes  tn  the  present  year  some  nneeD 
milHons  of  dollars,  there  would  be  ample  means 
in  the  Treasury  to  meet  all  demands  ag^nst  it, 
without  resorting  to  tbe  expedient  of  issoing 
Treasury  notes  on  the  credit  of  the  nation. 
And,  sir,  if  this  be  true,  would  it  not  be  an 
unpardonable  outrage  to  heap  upon  the  people 
another  national  debt,  right  upon  ther  heels  of 
the  one  just  discharged  f  Sir,  we  have  had 
theoretical  reform  long  enough;  I  think  it  is 
time  we  should  begin  to  carry  it  into  practice. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  urged  that,  after 
vithbdding  the  fburth  instalment  of  tbe  de- 
posits from  the  Statea,  and  suspending  the  fifteen 
milUona  of  i^pn^iuUona,  tttere  will  still  be^ 
in  any  event,  a  deficit  in  th»  Treasurr,  which 
renders  it  indispensable  that  this  biu  should 
pass.  And,  sir,  we  ar^  told  that  the  Treasury 
is  in  actual  want  ol  those  funds  at  this  moment, 
and  cannot  perform  its  engagements  for  ten 
days  without  them.  I  oanoot  pero^ve,  irir, 
bow  tbis  can  be ;  but  if  it  be  true,  I,  for  one, 
say,  so  let  it  be.  If  the  Government  has  actu- 
ally brought  itself  to  insolvency,  and  it  1>e  really 
necessary  to  borrow  money  to  pay  its  expenses, 
let  the  truth  come  out,  and  let  tilings  be  called 
by  their  right  names.  Sir,  tids  bill  is  dedgned 
to  practise  a  fraud  tqxm  the  people,  by  borrow- 
ing money  in  sadi  a  form  that  they  wUl  not 
understand  it,  and  thereby  shield  the  Oovem- 
ment ftmn  the  odium  d  bringing  itself  from  a 
sor^  of  forlr-finsiUllont  to  bankruptaj  in 
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less  than  (me  year.  If  I  were  satisfied  that 
thne  would  reaUy  be  a  defitdt  in  tJw  Treasnry, 
which  would  make  it  necessary  to  bonov 

money  to  enable  tbe  Government  to  perform 
its  Amcticms,  I  should  certainly  grant  it ;  but, 
rir,  I  would  prefer  that  it  shonld  be  asked  for 
In  vMa  SngUsh  in  that  form.  I  am  oppcMed 
to  laying  burdens  upon  tbe  people  in  disguise. 
If  they  are  to  be  taxed,  let  them  onderstand  it; 
and  have  an  c^p<Htnni^  to  provide  for  it. 
.  Ur.  Phillips  endeavored  to  prove  that  the 
most  injurious  effects  bad  resulted  from  the 
late  measure  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  allowing  a  large  amount  of  deposits  to  remaiit 
in  several  isolated  banks,  while  he  withdrew 
nearly  tbe  whole  sums  depouted  with  the  lisnks 
on  seaboard.  It  was  his  oplokm  tiutmud 
tiie  jUstreas  now  existing  in  the  oommerdal 
cities  was  to  be  attributed  to  that  measure; 
He  referred  to  the  prospects  of  tbe  country  fat 
tbe  ensuing  yes^  and  oontended,  that  from  the 
report  of  tbe  Secretary,  and  the  statements 
^ven  in  the  House,  if  a  balance  were  drawn, 
tbe  amount  of  difference  iKtween  tbe  expendi- 
ture and  receipts  would  not  exceed  two  or  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  would  tell  them 
franldy,  that  when  be  came  here  his  impression 
was,  tiiat  the  wly  practicable  relief  was  the 
creation  of  a  Government  loan,  by  which  our 
account  with  Europe  could  be  epeedily  dosed, 
or  to  issue  such  kinds  of  Tceasury  notes  M 
would  be  useful  to  the  petnile;  and  he  thought 
that  the  payment  of  the  nmrth  instahnent  of 
tbe  depoBita  would  be  the  means  of  ^stribnting 
these  notes  to  the  country.  But  that  measure 
had  failed,  and  with  it  a  great  portion  of  (Sm 
ground  for  issuing  these  notes. 

It  was  his  opinion  that  specie  payments 
would  not  be  resumed  for  the  present,  if  the 
measures  now  before  tbe  House  were  adopted; 
and  he  also  wished  it  to  be  known  that,  in  bis 
opinion,  tbe  period  of  distress  -bad  not  passed 
over.  It  still  existed^  and,  under  the  present 
atato  of  things,  must  increase.  Some  gentle- 
men had  attributed  the  distress  to  DTer-tradtng; 
but,  although  he  would  admit  that  mi^bt  have 
had  some  uifluenoe,  yet  Che  great  evd  which 
they  were  called  on  to  remedy  was  that  of 
obstaructioa  to  our  credit,  both  at  home  aod 
alwoad,  and  to  restore  the  currency  to  its  fomtff 
state,  und  the  banks  to  that  confidence  tb^ 
enjoyed  before  the  su^wnsion  of  ^>ecie  psy- 
ments.  It  was  detirable  that  they  should  make 
tbe  notes  of  tbe  banka  receivable  for  public 
dues;  and,  wben  they  had  done  that,  tbey 
would  have  done  all  that  was  expected  ftom 
Government ;  for,  when  such  notes  were  so 
receivable,  confidence  would  be  restored,  and 
nothing  more  would  be  wanting.  He  conid 
not  vote  for  the  bill  to  its  present  amount; 
and,  if  Treasury  notes  were  issued  at  all,  be 
would  suggest  tike  expediucy  oi  issuing  than 
without,  nSber  than  with  interest. 

Mr.  Tomnr  ooutoided  that  the  Ull  undt^ 
oonatdmition  was  welt  adurted  to  the  wants  of 
tbe  cou^ry,  and  well  oaloBlated  to  afford  relief 
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to  the  QoTemment  and  the  people ;  and  that, 
if  we  attempted  to  draw  the  money  from  the' 
d^H^t  banks  while  they  owe  the  GoTemment, 
it  will  force  them  to  press  their  creators,  and 
add  to  the  distress  ta  the  oommnnity.  The 
ootoitry  stood  in  the  relatltm  of  creditor  to  the 
banks  and  the  mwchantsy  and.  it  was  its  daty 
tb  deal  with  them  in  sobh  a  manner  as  to  afford 
the  greatest  reli^  to  them.  In  relaUon  to 
sending  bonds  abroad,  he  must  s^  that  he  felt 
a  great  repngnanoe  to  iOiding  tiiem  into  a 
foreign  market,  to  raise  money  upon  them  to 
carry  on  the  operations  of  the  Government; 
besides,  if  they  were  sent  abroad,  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  increasing  oar  foreign  debt, 
which  now  presses  so  heavily  upon  Be 
supported  the  bill  at  some  length,  and  answered 
the  argoments  of  the  gentleman  from  Masaa- 
c^osettB  in  relation  to  the  ocnstitaticaiality  of 
themessore. 

1&.  Bomimr  said :  lagreepeiliMtlyTHtlillw 
President  of  the  tTuited  States,  in  believing 
we  liave  nothing  to  do  in  providing  a  cnrrenoy, 
fhrther  or  other  than  as  the  oonstitntion  litenu- 
ly  mentions.  That  instamneat  fixes  a  standard 
to  be  nsed  when  debtor  and  creditor  come  to 
points,  and  cannot  agree  as  to  what  the  debt 
aliaU  be  pud  in.  The  debtor  can  get  dear  by 
offering,  and  the  creditor  can  require,  if  he 
pleases  to  do  so,  the  specie  whioh  is  the  stand- 
ard, OongrcBS  cannot  add  to  nor  take  from 
this  privilege,  in  regard  to  either.  Every  law 
abont  moiwy,  without  saying  more,  refers  to 
spede  only.  £very  jodgment ;  every  exeontion 
for  money,  without  any  thing  more  add  in  re- 
lation as  to  that  point,  is  foe  qMde  of  course. 
The  Treasurer  and  Becretoiy  <h  the  Treosnry 
have  by  the  con«tnti(m  the  control  of  the 
money  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  a 
^aat  extent  You  may  dielter  them  by  author- 
ise them  to  place  the  money  in  this  or  in  that 
bank.  But  yon  cannot  make  them  more  respon- 
■iUe. 

TsmxT,  October  6. 
TVetuury  IToU  Bill. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideratiiHi 
<tfthe  "Ullto  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes,"  as  repented  from  the  Gtxnmittee  of  the 
Whole  cm  the  ttate  of  the  Union. 

Hr.  HopKnra  add :  Itx.  Speaker,  I  am  in 
principle  a  hard-money  man,  and  I  have  the 
satisfaction  to  believe  that  the  patriotic  people 
whom  Z  hare  the  distinguished  honor  to  repre- 
sent npon  this  floor,  prefer  the  constitutional 
currency  of  our  fathers  to  any  paper  money, 
your  Treasary  notes  induded.  But,  whilst 
I  say  this,  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  distinctly 
understood,  that  I  am  not  to  be  enlbted  in  the 
contemplated  crusade  against  the  existing  insti- 
tutions of  Virginia  and  her  sister  States,  to 
accomplish  tbe  narrow  otjeot  of  supplying  the 
Government  alone  with  the  oono^tuHial  ear* 
rency ;  and  I  now  ■dmoniah  gentlemen  that, 
until  they  propose  a  meosnre  broad  and  com- 
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prehensive  enough  to  separate  the  ^ireat  body 
of  the  people  from  the  banks,  I  will  not  co- 
operate with  them  in  giving  e^ct  to  a  par^ 
restricted  measure,  whit^  fornishea  a  bard- 
mwiey  cnrrency  only  to  them,  who,  in  the 
better  di^  of  oar  renHiUio,  were  r^uded  as 
the  mere  serrants  of  the  people,  and  conridered 
amenable  to  them.  Now,  sir,  I  am  not  the  man 
to  advocate  here,  in  my  representative  capacity, 
anymeasore  which  will  provide  gold  9m.  silver 
for  myself^  and  other  functionaries  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, whilst  the  people  are  left  to  endure 
all  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  paper  money. 

But  I  have  another  objection  to  the  details 
of  this  measure,  growing  out  <tf  the  palpable 
injustice  which  must  result,  from  the  denomi- 
nations of  these  Treasary  notes,  to  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  community.  I^  sir,  as  is  now 
too  obvious  for  the  most  incrednloos  to  doubt, 
these  notes  are  to  drcnlate  and  perform  all  tlio 
AmotifHis  <tf  ft  paper  oarrenoy,  tbey  oannot 
reach  the  podcet  of  the  poor  man,  but  muife 
serve  alone  the  purpose  of  the  weidthy,  who 
alone  can  command  l^e  benefit  of  a  cnrrenoy 
in  denominations  of  one  hundred  ddlors. 
Another  effect  of  this  measure,  I  fiear,  w31  be 
to  cripple  still  more  the  State  banks,  now  rapidly 
recovering  fVom  the  shook  by  which  the  whcde 
monetary  system  of  the  community  has  been 
so  recently  convulsed  to  its  centre;  and,  whilst 
it  may  relieve  the  Government,  may  at  the 
same  time  embarrass  still  more  the  gratt  bo^ 
of  the  people. 

I  am  not,  I  hope,  air,  mistaken  or  misunder- 
stood upon  this  subject.  I  am  wilUDg  to  ex- 
tend to  the  Treasury  immediate  and  ample 
relief  by  any  means  oom^ble  with  the  con- 
stitution and  my  convictions  of  public  duty; 
nor  .  will  I  be  drawn  from  this  determination 
by  any  doubt  which  may  be  entertained  as  to 
the  real  amount  necessary,  nor  by  the  asperities 
<^  party  intolerance,  the  prominent  bone  of 
our  deliberations  and  councils  here.  Tes,  sir, 
I  am  willing,  and  stand  ready,  to  vote  any  aum, 
in  the  bounds  of  reason^  which  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  may  consider  necessary  to  meet 
the  most  liberal  wants  of  the  Government; 
and  if  he  asks  more  than  Is  necessary,  I  leave 
him  to  his  just  responnUUfy  to  the  country. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  tl^  measure,  not  as  one 
of  financial  rwie^  but  one  for  the  emisrion  of 
ten  millions  of  paper  onrreooy,  obnoxious  as  I 
conceive  it  to  be,  to  all  yie  objections  of  an 
executive  bank,  based  not  upon  the  means  of 
immediate  convertibility,  but  upon  the  plighted 
futh  of  the  nation,  which  I  miuntun  can  be 
pledged  only  for  a  loan.  In  my  humble  judg- 
ment, sir,  this  project  is  fraught  with  mischief; 
and  I  look  to  it  with  the  deepest  distrost  and 
alarm.  Admonished  as  I  lun,  by  a  short  ex- 
perience in  the  practical  administration  of  this 
Government,  that  its  tendency  is  to  enlarge  its 
powers  by  gradual  and  imperceptible  innoT»> 
tions  upon  the  rights  itf  the  States  and  of  the 
people,  I  look  to  the  flttare  with  all  the  fore- 
mugs  of  one  Adiy  impreaaed  with  llio  odkonr 
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coDvictbn  that  if  not  reusted,  and  Bacoesafnlly 
resisted  at  the  thresboldj  it  will  endinconsolidft' 
Uon^  and  oonaolidation  m.  the  overthrow  of  oar 
iostitatioDS  end  the  down&ll  of  our  liberties. 

Mr,  Speaker,  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
longer,  by  the  expression  of  any  apprehensions 
of  my  own,  as  to  the  objects  of  uus  measure, 
or  the  danger  of  its  ripening  into  a  permanent 

Sstem.  I  feel  as  sensibly  as  any  man  can  do, 
cm^uitude  of  the  consequences  which  such 
a  system  cannot  fail  to  produce.  I  hope^  sir, 
moet  deroutlj,  that  my  fears  mar  never  be 
realized ;  bat  I  should  be  onfUthftu  to  my  oon- 
•tituents  and  my  country,  if  I  not  dedare, 
ftarlesaty,  that  I  look  to  the  present  measure  as 
laying  the  foundation  of  a  system  which,  if 
ever  established,  must  end  in  revolution  qr 
despotism. 

Hr.  WisB  eulogized  his  colleague  on  the 
course  he  bad  just  taken.  He  was  glad  to  find 
displayed  so  honorable  and  independent  an 
oppo^tion  to  the  bilL  Ur.  W.  then  read  seve- 
ral extracts  from  Preddent  Jackson's  Messages 
of  1834  and  1685,  to  show  that  the  sales  of 
Government  sto<^  la  the  United  States  Bank 
had  been  recommended  by  th«  Ihresideot  at 
those  periods. 

Mr.  BoBRBTSoir  sud,  if  Qie  adminatration 
had  no  other  otijeet  in  view  than  to  ruae  a 
mffioienoy  of  money  to  meet  the  real  wants  of 
the  IVeunry,  be  was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend 
the  cause  of  these  persevering  efforts  to  ruse 
it  by  the  {ssue  of  Treasury  notes.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Kentudcy,  (Mr. 
Undbbwood,)  as  modified,  proposed  to  give 
the  right  to  dispose  of  the  debt  of  about  six 
millions  due  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
and  that  of  bis  colleague,  (Mr.  Patton.)  if  he 
understood  it,  to  superadd  the  power  of  draw- 
ing apon  the  Stato  banks,  which  held  ten  or 
twelve  millions  of  public  money.  If  these 
resooroes  ahotald  prove  insufficient,  authority 
might  be  conferred  to  borrow  whatever  som 
might  be  neoessary  to  make  up  the  defidenOT. 
Bat  none  of  these  obvious  and  ordinary  methods 
of  replenishing  the  Treasury  will  now  answer 
the  purpose.  Nothing  will  do  but  to  resort  to 
the  extraordinary  and  dangerous  resource  of  an 
isiue  of  Treasnry  notes.  In  times  of  great 
difficulty,  when  engaged  in  war  with  one  of 
the  most  powerful  nations  of  Europe,  we  were 
compelled,  from  sheer  necessity,  to  adopt  that 
method  of  raising  supplies.  Daring  the  Revo- 
lutionarf-  war  we  had  issued  npwaras  of  three 
hundred  millions  in  bills  of  credit,  and  at  its 
elose  these  billa  were  ao  dwredated  that  thw 
were  fhnded  at  100  for  1.  Snoh  were  the  ev^ 
attendinj^  the  system,  that  the  framers  of  the 
constitution,  to  gnard  against  their  recurrence, 
thought  it  necessary  to  interdict  the  States  in 
express  terms  from  emitting  bills  of  credit.  I 
will  not,  sir,  (sud  Mr.  K.,)  at  this  time  enter  into 
the  question  whether  the  power  thus  proUbited 
to  the  States  rightfully  belongs  to  this  Govern- 
ment. There  is  much  force,  all  must  admit,  in 
the  reference  made  by  the  gentleman  mnn 
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MasaadiTiBetts  (Mr.  GasHDia)  to  the  Joorasl  of 
the  convention,  ehowiug  that  a  proposition  to 
clothe  this  GoTemment  With  the  power  was 
expressly  overruled.  "With  those  who  rely  ou 
the  same  ground,  not  verified  by  thtj  journal, 
but  depending  on  the  memory  of  members  of 
the  convention,  as  an  argument  agunst  the 
power  to  establish  a  national  bank,  this  ref- 
erence ought  to  be  conclusive.  Certain  it  is, 
that  the  power  was  not  expressly  granted,  as 
were  those  to  lay  taxes  and  borrow  moaey; 
and  the  rule  of  interpretation,  as  given  by  tbe 
constitution  itseU^  la,  that  the  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to 
the  States,  are  reserved  to  tbe  States  or  to  the 
people.  It  is  obvious  that  its  exercise  by  the 
General  Government  is  equally  dangerous ;  in- 
deed, liaUe  to. much  greater  abuse.  The  States 
can  effect  none,  to  any  considerable  extend 
except  thosewithin  their  respective  limits^  but 
we  may  inundate  the  Union  with  a  spurious 
currency ;  and  when  the  system  shall  be  once 
commenced,  no  one  can  undertake  to  say  where 
it  is  to  stop. 

In  every  aspect,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  scheme 
appears  to  me  sabstantially  the  establishment 
«  a  Gtovemment  bank.  If  the  wwt  be 
dedgned  as  a  circulating  medium,  the  Tteasnty 
becomes  a  bank  of  issoe-and  circulatum  merely. 
But  Uie  scheme  goes  further.  It  anthorixes 
not  ouly  the  payment  of  these  notes  to  public 
creditors,  but  the  borrowing  of  money  upon 
their  creut  "What  is  this  in  effect  but  a  buik- 
ina  operation?  You  apply  to  the  Secretary, 
who  is  thus  authorized  to  borrow,  and  propose 
to  lend  him  half  a  million  or  a  milliou  of 
dollars.  He  is  not  in  immediate  want  of  the 
money.  You  offpr,  for  a  given  sum  in  Treas- 
ury notes,  to  supply  him  with  one  or  tvo 
hundred  liiousfma  dollars  monthly,  in  moai- 
tions  of  war,  in  rations,  or  in  money,  until  ta 
amount  equal  to  the  value  the  notes  in  the 
market  slull  be  Aimished.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  law  to  prevent  such  a  n^otiation. 

Hr.  Leoaeb  siud:  As  to  the  constitatiooiil 
power  of  Congress,  then,  to  issue  these  notes, 
under  existing  circumstances,  I  entertmn  no 
doubt  at  all,  at  least  with  reference  to  the  ob- 
jections mainly  relied  on  in  this  discassion,  and 
eroeciolly  by  tbe  gentlemen  over  the  way, 
(Messrs.  Fletcueb,  PhillipS|^  and  CusniNO,  of 
Massachusetts.)  But  to  tbe  issuing  them  witk- 
out  interest,  or  with  a  very  small  interest,  for 
which  I  repeat  my  decided  preference,  another 
difficulty  has  been  presented  by  my  friend  from 
Virginia  near  me,  (Mr.  Bobbbtson.)  He  main- 
tained that  as  the  oonstitntion  forbids  any  thing 
but  gold  and  silver  to  be  made  a  legal  tender 
by  the  States,  it  implicitly  requires  that  we 
should  pay  the  debts  of  this  Government  only 
in  specie  or  in  wh^  is  equivalent  to  it.  And 
yet,  in  almost  the  same  breath,  the  gentleman 
proceeded  to  denounce  the  Executive  for  not 
being  satisfied  with  the  bank  notes  of  the 
Stetea,  which  ho  maintained  are  really  not  all 
depreciated.  Sir,  on  this,  last  head  I  agree 
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with  him  entirely,  at  least  lo  fiir  as  renrda  the 
state  of  our  paper  currency  in  the  Soathem 
States.  I  maintained  when  I  first  oame  here, 
what  has  bem  ^oe  demonstrated  In  a  masterlr 
aignment  in  another  part  of  this  Indl^g,*  and 
is  strikingly  corroborated  the  recent  fall  in 
exchanges,  that  the  price  of  bnUioa  bad  been 
raised  by  an  extraordinary  foreign  demand,  and 
was  no  proof  whatever  of  the  rednndaney  of 
the  drcalatioD,  which  has  been  very  mach 
reduced  within  the  last  ten  months,  and  is 
probably  even  inadequate  to  the  necessary  ex- 
changes of  the  conntry,  in  the  usual  coarse  of 
business.  But  if  this  is  true,  as  Z  have  no 
doubt  it  is,  then  the  right  of  a  creditor  under 
the  constitution  to  demand  specie  for  his  debt 
becomes  that  tummtim  jug  which,  all  the  world 
over,  is  tumtna  in^ria.  And  if  this  is  the  case 
as  between  Indindnals,  why  should  a  rule  so 
very  different  be  ^iplied  to  Qie  transactions  of 
Government  ?  XTay,  the  news  brooght  us  from 
New  York  this  moniing  is  that,  while  gold  is 
only  at  6  per  cent  premium,  Treasury  drafts 
are  at  4 :  tat  you  must  remark,  dr,  that  the 
letter  of  Prime,  Ward  &  Ca,  received  just  now, 
is  dated  at  least  a  fortnight  a^,  and  since  that 
time  a  most  decided  change  has  taken  place  in 
the  specie  market  as  well  as  in  foreign  btlla.  I 
think,  then,  I  am  perfectly  safe  in  affirming 
that  there  is  no  danger  whatever  of  the  con- 
templated Treasury  notes  falling  below  what, 
by  tiie  confession  of  the  gentleman  himseli^ 
Mght  to  satisfy  any  man  not  bent  npon  enforc- 
ing a  ocHitraot  according  to  the  utmost  i^r  of 
tM  Uw,  in  a  maaner  inconriatent  with  equity 
and  {^ood  conscience.  We  shall  pay  our  credi- 
tors m  what  is  4  per  cent,  above  those  bank 
notes  which  ore  there  acknowledged  to  be  at 
th^  fall  value  in  reiference  to  aU  other  com- 
modities but  gold  and  raJver. 

[Here  Mr.  Kobebtson  said  nothing  was  at  par, 
wnicb  was  not  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver,  or 
something  to  that  effect.] 

Mr.  Lkoaek.  Then  why  find  so  much  Ault 
with  the  Govenmient  for  demanding  gold  and 
diver  of  its  debtors  f  The  gentieman  is  pl^nly 
in  a  dilemma,  from  whi6h  it  Is  not  easy  for 
him  to  extricate  himselt 

[Mr.  BoBumoH  said,  with  tbe  permladon  of 
the  gentleman  frcnn  Sontii  Osrolmo,  he  would 
make  a  brief  explanation.  He  had  not  at  dis- 
cussed the  question  of  depreciation.  He  could 
not  admit,  however,  that  pi^r  money  was  not 
depreciated.  On  the  contrary,  he  insisted  that 
it  must  always  he  regarded,  in  a  legal  sense,  as 
depreciated  when  below  the  legal  standard — 
gold  and  silver,  without  regard  to  the  causes, 
whether  it  be  a  foreign  demand  or  any  other, 
which  may  have  occasioned  the  difference. 
Still  he  denied  the  policy  or^nstioe  of  exacting 
gold  and  silver  at  this  time  in  payment  of  the 
vnblic  dues ;  when  it  could  not  be  procnred 
but  at  a  Idgli  premiom,  and  when,  indeed,  there 
was  scarcuy  any  currency  at  the  command  at 
the  people  than  depreciated  paper.  He  thonght 


[H.  of  B. 

it  was  oppressive  in  this  Government  to  exact 
this  sacrmce— to  reject  that  which  the  State 
GovenuDents  were  content  to  receive;  and 
what,  in  the  <n^iiary  tranMwtiMia  between 
man  and  man,  It  womd  be  deemed  inrnKval 
tmd  dishonorable  to  refhse,] 

Sir,  I  am  charmed  to  hear  the  gentieman  say 
so.  Then  why*  should  the  public  creditor  oaU 
npon  the  Government  to  do,  for  his  benefit,  an 
immoral  and  disttonorable  thing;  and  why 
should  he  think  himself  wronged  if  we  offer 
him  what  is  at  this  moment  four  per  cent, 
better  than  the  paper  which,  according  to  the 
gentleman's  own  showing,  ought  to  satisfy 
every  equitable  and  conscientious  man?  But 
the  trnw  is,  I  apprehend  no  difficulty  at  all 
from  those  to  whom  we  shall  have  payments 
to  make,  and  through  whose  hands  these  notes 
will,  almost  without  exception,  make  Aeir 
way  into  drealati^m.  ThOT  will  reodve  them 
cheerfhlly,  and  without  heritation;  and  d- 
thoQgh  I  perfectiy  appreciate  the  ddleate  and 
honorable  scruples  wnich  some  genuemen  seem 
to  feel  about  offering,  In  satinaotion  of  tiie 
public  dues,  a  paper  ever  so  littie  inferior  to 
the  only  legal  tender  recosnized  in  the  consti- 
tution, yet  I  cannot  myself,  in  a  matter  left, 
after  all,  entirely  to  the  free  will  of  the  party, 
consent  to  sacrifice  substantial  justice  and  the 
puUic  good  to  what  I  must  ooosider  as  a  super- 
stitious adherence  to  the  mere  letter  of  the 
law.  Nobody,  all  versed  in  these  snl^lecta, 
now  regards  ttie  precious  metals  as  ai^  thing 
but  an  approximation,  and  trften  a  very  imper- 
fect approximation,  to  a  correct  measure  of 
valae.  They  have  been  adopted  friHn  the 
necesnty  of  the  thing,  as  the  two  great  "  com- 
modities of  eommeree"  ftimishing  a  ready 
medium  of  exchange  for  all  others,  and,  on  ue 
whole,  the  best  practical  means  of  comparing 
them;  but  tbey  are  still,  like  the  rest,  mere 
commodities,  subject  to  a  very  great  fiuctuation 
in  value,  accordm^  to  the  common  principles 
4hioh  govern  pnces.  The  present  state  of 
things  mmishes,  in  my  opinion,  a  sticking  ex- 
ample <3i  this  important  truth ;  and  now,  I  ask, 
whether  any  rea^  hist  man  ought  to  complain 
of  Tu  if  we  ofibr  him  these  notes,-  with  the 
moat  perlbot  liberty  to  refkue  them  at  hia  own 
discretion,  and  treat  us  as  debtors  on  his  un> 
settied  account ;  if.  In  making  titat  off^,  we 
hold  to  him  the  frank,  manly,  and  reasonable 
language  dictated  to  us  by  the  truth  of  tiie 
case,  and  the  actual  situation  of  the  country— 
if  we  say  to  him  '*  gold  and  silver,  which  is  in 
strict  law,  though  not  in  good  conscience,  your 
due,  we  have  nonet  By  an  unforeseen  and 
terrible  revulsion,  by  contingencies  beyond  any 
human  oontrol,  oar  debtors  nave  been,  and  are 
still,  unable  to  meet  their  engagementa  with  us 
in  the  usual  way.  The  oonntiy  is  in  deep  em- 
barrassment and  distress,  and  we  cannot,  even 
were  wo  disposed  to  do  so,  preai  them  to  a 
literal  oomidianoe  with  their  omitraeti,  witb* 
out  involving  onr  whole  people,  more  w  less, 
in  the  fearnil  oonaeqnenoes  of  uie  banknqitQjr 
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that  would  probabb*  ensne.  We  give  you, 
however,  an  adEnowledgment  ti£  joax  claims 
against  ub,  wlrich  will  be  everywhere  nearly  as 
^od,  In  some  parts  of  the  conntry  probably 
better,  than  the  precious  metala — ^which,  at  lul 
events,  is  at  a  premium  in  reference  to  what 
you  would  not  be^tate  t^  receive  from  a  private 
debtor ;  and  we  put  it  to  your  |fBtriotism  and 
your  sense  of  justice,  to  decide  whether  we 
have  not,  to  all  substantial  plirposes,  complied 
with  our  engagements."  Sir,  depend  upon  it, 
mch  an  appeal  to  the  good  sense  and  the 
generoai^  of  our  fdlow-^tizens  will  not  be 
made  in  vain. 

The  right  of  the  Qovemment,  therefore,  in 
every  aspect  of  the  ease,  bdn^  as  I  conceive, 
fally  established,  the  only  remaining  question  is, 
in  what  form  will  these  notes  be  most  beneficial 
to  the  public  1  Whethtf  it  is  better  to  issne- 
&em  bearing  an  interest  of  not  more  than  6 
per  cent,  or  bearing  ather  no  interest  at  all,  or 
a  very  small  one,  to  be  asoeri;uned  by  the 
House  ?  And  this  brin^  me  to  the  differences 
between  me  and  Uie  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  or,  to  express  it  more 
accurately,  perhapsj  between  the  Senate  and 
the  committee  of  this  House.  8ir,  I  admit  that 
tiieae  notes,  at  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  I 
approve,  would  serve  an  ezo^ent  purpose  an 
ranittancea  to  Europe ;  bat  exchanges,  as  we 
have  seen,  are  already  fallen  nearly  SO  ^er  cent 
mithin  a  very  few  days,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  as  soon  as  the  coming 
crop  shfdl  be  brought  to  market,  they  will  be 
down  at  par.  Buttiie  prospect  of  an  improve- 
ment in  our  domestic  exchanges  is  unfortunately 
not  BO  good.  An  immense  debt  is  due  from 
tiie  West  and  the  South-west  to  the  great  com- 
merdal  capitals  on  the  Atlantic,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  wnich,  notes  bearing  a  high  rate  of 
interest  will  contribute  no  aid  whatever.  They 
willf  yon  may  rely  upon  it,  sir,  be  instantiy 
bonght  up  by  capitalists  for  investment.  They 
wiU  ^a^pear  entirely,  aa  gtdd  and  nlver  havtf 
ffisqipeared.  In  oonsequenoe  of  Uie  shodc 
given  to  all  credit  by  the  late  revnlsion,  there 
are  immense  deposits  in  fdl  yonr  baoka  waiting 
for  some  safe  opportunity  to  lay  them  oat  on 
any  reascmable  terms.  The  anaweirs  made  to 
the  droolar  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
have  no  weight  at  all  with  me,  not  only  be- 
cause, as  I  said  just  now,  a  very  material  change 
has  occurred  in  the  price  of  bulUoa  since  that 
date,  but  for  several  other  reasons  which  need 
not  be  dwelt  upon  here.  These  notes  are  not 
intended  to  go  into  the  market  at  all.  My  idea 
of  the  proper  use  to  be  made  of  them  i&  that 
tbi^  shall  be  passed  away,  aa  I  have  said,  to 
tiie  Amctionanes  and  creditors  of  the  Govern- 
ment I  repeat  that  I  have  no  doubt  that 
they  wHl  he  readily  accepted  by  them,  and  that 
tii«  extravagant  rates  of  exchange  between  the 
difl^vnt  parts  of  the  conntry,  will  keep  ,  them 
np  at  a  considerable  premium  in  respect  of  the 
best  bank  p«»er,  and  nearly,  If  not  qoite,  at  a 
par  witii  gold  and  Awe, 


[9on»KB,  1887. 

Mr.  CuBHQia  followed^  in  reply  to  Mr.  Le- 
OABE.  He  quoted  Judges  Story,  Harahall,  and 
other  authorities,  to  show  that.Tlreasiux  notes 
were  bills  of  credit. 

Mr.  Foem  replied,  argning  that  Treastny 
notes,  to  become  bills  of  credit,  must  be  issued 
as  a  circulating  medium.  He  denied  that  s 
high  or  low  rate  of  interest  altered  the  case. 

Mr.  OAUBBBLBNa  pressed  for  action  on  tixe 
hill,  and  referred  to  {uedges  given  by  gentlemen 
of  the  <q>podti(m  that  a  vote  ahoold  be  had  thia 
night. 

Mr.  Wim  replied,  admitting  tiiat  be  had- 
^ven  such  a  pledge,  but  for  hii^elf  only. 

Mr.  W.  0.  JoHKSON  obt^ed  the  floor,  and 
addrwaed  the  Honse  in  a  apeeoh  of  great  anima* 
tion  tin  late  in  the  evening.  ■ 

Mr.  Fhilups  read  to  the  Honae,  from  a  docu- 
ment reeeotiy  received,  and  not  yet  generally 
distributed,  In  reply  to  a  call  fbr  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  Treasury  with  various  indi- 
viduals, touching  the  terms  of  their  reception 
of  Treasury  notes  for  specie;  and  in  which 
many  commercial  capitalists  declined  altogether 
having  any  thing  to  do  with  such  a  transaction. 

Mr.  IlHKrr  moved  an  amendment,  the  effect 
of  which  would  be,  if  agreed  to,  to  make  the 
bills  payable  "iip<m  presentation,**  after  the 
expiration  of  one  year  from  date,  and  to  Hived 
them  of  the  character  of  interest-bearing  notes. 


Satukdat,  October  7. 
ThreMurjf  NoU  BiU. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
"  hill  to  authorize  the  issalng  of  Treasury  notes." 

The  question  being  on  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Bhbtt — 

Mr.  RHsrr  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to 
declare  that  the  faith  of  the  United  States  was 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  notes,  on  pre- 
sentation,  at  sla.  months  after  their  dates,  re- 
spectively. 

Ijff .  Bkll  said :  I  concur  most  heartily  with 
the  ^sentiments  ez{«es8ed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Soath  GaroliDa,  (Mr.  Pioksbts,)  the  other 
day,  in  speaking  of  Uie  new  Treasury  schemes 
which  have  been  recommended  for  oar  con- 
sideration. I  do  heartily  ond  truly  believe  that 
the  destijiy  of  this  country,  for  good  or  for  evil, 
will  depend  greatiy  ui>on  the  decision  of  the 
questions  which  they  present  The  mind  foils 
in  an  effort  to  grasp  the  whole  of  this  impcH*- 
tont  subject ;  no  powers  are  adequate  to  do  fall 
justice  to  the  great  issues  which  are  involved. 
The  argument  embraces  in  its  range  the  &te  of 
the  fed^  constitution,  of  free  Govenmient 
itself  I  Of  all  tiie  causes  which  in  modem  times 
have  deeply  excited,  agitated,  and  convulsed  a 
people,  but  &w  had  a  more  certain,  rapid,  and 
feorM  tendency  to  engender  a  spirit  of  oppo- 
sition to  the  Uws  and  to  revotatioUf  than  a 
debased  and  disordered  curren<7.  X  need  not 
refer  to  the  examples  which  past  history  affords 
fk  t^  nature.  I  will  not  even  revert  to  the 
deep  feeling  the  intense  exdtemcut,  which 
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manifested  themselves  in  our  large  cities,  at  a 
recent  date,  in  connection  with  this  Bubject ; 
bat  I  will  sa7,  that  such  instances  of  popular 
excitement,  upon  such  occasions,  ought  never  to 
he  lost  sight  of  bj  the  statesmen  of  this  coun- 
try, nor  will  they  be  either  tauntingly  referred 
to,  or  sliglitly  regarded  by  any  man  who  has 
any  just  daim  to  the  rank  and  character  of  one. 
What  I  fear  upon  this  subject  is,  that  we  have 
only  arrived  at  the  first  stage  of  this  disorder 
— that  greater  embarrassments,  and  yet  wider 
spread  mischiefe,  aw^t  na  la  the  progress  of 
it;  that  the  state  of  the  carrency  is  yet  to 
become  a  antgect  of  deeper  and  more  perma- 
nent discontent;  that  tlie  blindness  of  party 
pr^adice,  the  obstinacy  of  party  interest  and 
the  in&biation  of  power,  will  defeat  every 
pradent  remedy,  and  bring  on  a  crisis  of  open 
resistance  to  the  laws,  and  leave  the  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  both  local  and  general,  a 
prey  to  anarchy.  This,  sir,  is  my  fear ;  and  1 
regard  this  bill  as  one  of  the  forerunners  of  a 
trmn  of  measures,  on  Uie  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  are  woU  calculated  to  lead  to  this 
last  and  most  fatal  calamity  which  can  befall  a 
oonntry,  Ifr.  Speaker,  I  warn  gentlemea  that, 
if  this  administratioa  shall  be  so  infatoated  as 
to  persevere  for  any  length  of  time  in  the 
policy  of  requirine  the  public  revenue  to  be  col- 
lected in  gold  and  nlver,  and  disbursed  among 
tlw  offiee£old«^  contractors,  and  others,  de- 
pendent upon  the  Government,  while  the  only 
money  in  use  among  the  people  is  hank  paper, 
or  any  other  paper  of  less  value  than  gold  and 
rilver — if  the  distinction  shall  be  attenipted  to 
be  kept  up  much  longer  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people — gold  and  silver  for  the 
Government  and  its  trains  of  officials,  and  a 
depreciated  paper  for  the  people,  resistance 
most  mi  will  oomo.  It  is  not  in  the  blood  of 
the  race  of  freemen  whidi  Inhabit  this  fVee 
country  to  submit  long  and  tamdy  to  bo  unjust, 
exacting,  and  oppressive  a  course  of  policy. 
And  let  it  be'  home  in  mind  by  every  member 
in  this  House,  who  shall  record  h^  vote  in 
favor  of  this  bill,  that  he  thereby  sanctions  this 
arbitrary  and  unjust  policy  of  the  administra- 
tion, and  draws  the  ime  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  1  Pass  this  bill,  and  the 
Government  is  put  above  and  made  Independ- 
ent of  the  people ;  those  in  power  will  have 
the  means  of  carrying  out  their  policy  in  de- 
fiance of  the  popular  will,  at  least  nntil  the 
people  shall  agun  have  the  privilege  of  inter- 
posiog  through  theelMitive  right  I  have  seen 
it  stated,  that  this  objeotionf  that  any  disUno- 
tion  ia  made  by  the  present  conrse  of  things 
between  the  Government  and  the  people,  has 
been  refhted,  if  not  in  this  House,  in  another 
place ;  but  sir,  Z  have  not  seen  or  heard  the 
ailment  by  which  it  was  done,  nor  do  I  be- 
fieve  it  to  be  in  the  power  of  ailment  to  do 
any  saoh  thing.  Again,  sir,  whoever  gives  his 
support  to  this  bill,  endorses  and  becomes  re- 
qKmsible  for  tiie  present  course  and  Aitore 
puicj  of  tlfia  admlnistnUoii,  in  relation  to  the 
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currency,  and  every  other  !ntore.«t  connected 
with  it.  And  let  no  one  delmle  bimself  with 
the  idea  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  men  in  power,  however  mis- 
chievoos  or  wicked  l^eir  designs.  Let  us  not 
underrate  the  genius  and  ability  of  those  who 
possess  the  guiding  influence  over  our  public 
affairs  at  the  present  juncture.  They  are  pro- 
foundly versed  in  the  knowled^  of  men  and 
of  the  motives  to  human  action.  They  are 
also  disUngaished  for  great  caution,  secrecy, 
and  bUU  in  effecting  thehr  purposes.  They 
possess  another  great  advantage  over  most  men  . 
who  have  att^ed  their  influence  and  atation 
in  Government  and  society.  They  are  for  the 
most  part  entirely  reckless  of  all  oousequenoea, 
except  such  as  relate  to  themselveB,  and  aflbet 
their  interests.  Such  persons — such  advan- 
tages, are  not  to  be  slightly  regarded  by  those 
who  desire  to  restore  tne  country  to  quiet  and 

Prosperity.  Can  we  who  sit  here  any  longer 
oubt  the  skill  of  the  administration  in  carry- 
ing their  measures  ?  Have  the  oppo^tion  yet 
succeeded — is  there  any  probability  that  they 
will  succeed,  in  effecting  a  single  modification 
of  any  one  measure  of  ul  those  which  were  no 
doubt  prepared  before  we  sat  out  from  oar 
homes,  which  have  been  submitted  to  ua  mere- 
ly, as  it  would  seem,  that  we  might  confirm  by 
our  votes  wh^t  long  since  had  been  reaolvra 
upon  and  fixed  by  the  Executive  Department 
of  the  Government  i  No  facta,  however  stab* 
bom  or  important — no  reasoning,  however  con- 
clusive and  unanswerable — ^have  the  least  effect ; 
the  measures  must,  and,  it  seems,,  will  be  car- 
ried. Although,  sir,  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
relying  upon  rumors  which  I  hear  out  of  doors, 
yet  I  nave  heard  it  stated  from  such  respectablo 
sources  this  morning,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  had  such  entire  oonfideoce  in  the 
BQcceas  of  every  measure  proposed  at  tiie  open* 
ing  of  the  session,  and,  among  others,  the  bill 
now  under  disoossion,  that  the  plates  for  prinU 
ing  the  notes  have  already  been  engraved,  and 
perhaps  the  notes  actually  strudk  off.  If  I  db 
any  iiijnstice  to  the  Secretary,  I  will  openly 
acknowledge  it  the  moment  the  statement  Bhu 
be  denied  upon  his  authority.  But,  sir,  if  this 
be  t^e  £act,  how  idle,  how  absurd,  are  all  our 
discusaions  here?  Every  thing  is  fixed  and 
settled  by  an  influence  and  power  beyond  oar 
control.  My  honorable  friend  from  KentucW 
(Mr.  Undkbwood)  was  not  aware  of  the  ground 
upon  whmh  he  was  treading  last  evenuig,  In 

Eroposing  his  amradment,  and  in  what  a  di- 
imma  be  would  have  placed  the  Secretair  <tf 
the  Treasary  if  he  had  carried  it 

Bat,  whuever  may  be  the  destiny  of  thia 
bill,  I  will  iidt  forbear  to  show  that  it  is  foonded 
upon  a  pretext  which  is  utterly  unfounded, 
sir,  there  is  no  deficit  in  the  Treasary  which  it 
has  not  been  the  policy  of  the  administration 
to  produce — which  they  have  not  designedly 
created,  and  which  they  cannot  amply  supply 
without  the  ud  of  this  bill.  I  Bay,.ur,  that 
there  ia  no  evidaun  before  na,  or  b^twe  the. 
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public,  that  there  is,  or  is  likelj  to  be,  anj  defi- 
dencr  of  means  in  the  Treasnry  to  meet  all 
the  demands  upon  it  daring  me  rem^niog 
quarter  of  the  year,  exo^t  th»  bill ;  by  vhioh 
it  Eeems  that  ten  millions  of  dollars  are  required 
by  the  adminlBtraUon  for  the  pnbUo  service. 
Eveiy  other  circnmstance  in  the  conduct  of 
the  administration  indicates  an  overflowing 
Treasoiy.  At  the  very  moment,  and  dnring  the 
entire  period,  within  which  it  might  be  sap- 
posed  this  alleged  deficiency  of  means  in  the 
Treasury  would  be  felt  or  apprehended,  what 
has  been  the  uniform  course  of  the  administra- 
tion 1  One  of  uniform  extravagance  and  pro- 
fusion, as  far  as  the  expenditures  of  the  public 
moneys  are  concerned.  Need  I  refer  to  the 
evidence  furnished  by  the  report  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Engineer  Departmeflt,  which  has  been 
kid  upon  our  table,  that  special  instructionB 
had  been  issued  last  spring  that  the-  moneys 
approniiated  should  he  expended  as  speedily  as 
possible  f  Keed  I  reoapttalate  the  acts,  &at 
four  millions  of  dollars  asked  at  the  last  session 
for  the  support  of  the  Florida  war,  are  stated 
to  have  been  already  exhausted,  and  one  mil- 
lion and  a  half  more  are  demanded,  and  yet  the 
campaign  has  not  opened ;  that,  judging  fh)m 
the  acconnts  which  we  see  in  the  public  papers, 
and  from  rumors,  seven  or  eight  thousand 
troops  are  about  being  collected  to  oppose  some 
fifteen  hondred  hostile  Indians  and  negroes? 
Does  this  look  like  an  exhausted  Treasury? 
But  we  need  not  go  so  far  for  proofs  of  tiie 
trne  condition  of  tiie  Treasury.  Look  around 
you,  sir,  and  reflect  upon  the  scenes  that  are 
passing  before  our  eyes  almost  every  iiaj.  Hov 
many  delegations  from  fiur  distaiat  tribes  of 
Indians  have  we  seen  during  this  short  session, 
decked  out  in  all  the  extravagant  and  fantastic 
trappings  of  savage  pomp  and  vanity,  come, 
sir,  for  the  purpose,  and  according  to  a  now 
well-established  system  of  policy,  of  supplying 
the  deficits  which  have  lately  been  felt  in  the 
coffers  of  some  favorite  officeholders,  jobbers, 
or  agents  of  some  kind,  which  swarm  upon 
your  north-western  frontier  I  "We  know,  sir, 
that  this  has  been  regarded  as  a  great  abuse  for 
the  l^st  ten  year&  yet  we  see  it  daily  increasing. 
So  Imposing  and  pompons  an  exhibition  m 
bands  of  savages  inan  our  Western  frontier,  I 
believe  has  never  before  been  witnessed  in  this 
city,  as  during  the  present  short  session.  We 
have  regular  and  formal  bulletins  announdng 
their  movements  in  all  the  ddly  papers  of  tiie 
city ;  and  thousands  of  the  resident  and  viriting 
population  are  frequently  entertained  by  public, 
councils  held  with  them  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  some  of  the  public  buildings  in  the 
Court  end  of  the  city.  It  is  even  left  doubtful, 
whether  the  interest  got  up  by  these  exhibitiona 
has  not  surpassed,  for  the  time,  that  inspired 
by  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  weighty  and 
important  as  the  matters  are  whi<^  brought  us 
toother. 

But,  sir,  there  is  a  much  better  way  yet  of 
Bupplying  any  possible  defidency  of  means  in 
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the  Treasury,  and  at  the  same  time  of  reliev- 
ine  the  people  as  well  as  the  Government. 
I  nave  said  there  is  no  deficit  in  the  Treasury 
but  such  a  one  as  the  administration,  in  the 
exercise  of  thdr  discretion,  and  to  further  thdr 
schemes  of  future  policy,  had  created.  I  have  , 
already  shown  that,  by  conUnning  tiie  practice 
of  drawing  upon  the  depodt  ban^  as  her^o- 
fore,  the  deficit  vanidies ;  but,  ssy  the  frioids 
of  the  administration,  we  want  to  supply  a 
medium  of  exdiange ;  we  wish  to  put  Into  ^r- 
culation  a  spedea  of  paper  in  the  shape  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  which  will  be  a  reUef  to  the  country 
just  at  this  time.  Hy  remedy  for  any  real  or 
pretended  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  one 
which  is  certainly  called  for  by  the  suffering 
condition  of  the  country,  is  to  compel  the  Gov- 
ernment to  recognize  and  accre£t  the  only  tnr- 
cnlating  medinm  which  has  any  existence  in 
the  coantiyf  by  receiving  and  dlshurdng  the 

Jiublio  revenue  in  it.  And.  the  most  enrjniauig 
Mature  in  the  history  <tf  the  times,  is  that  a 
whole  people  would  so  long  submit  without  to- 
mult  and  open  violation  of  the  order  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive requiring  all  dues  to  the  Government  to 
be  collect^  in  gold  and  silver.  Gold  and  silver 
no  longer  circulate — they  are  only  to  be  acqmred 
by  purchase  and  by  paying  a  price  r^ulated 
like  jiuy  other  artide  of  property,  by  the  pro- 

?r>rtion  between  the  supply  and  the  demand, 
hey  are  artides  bought  and  sold  just  like  any 
other  commodity  of  trade,  and  have,  moreover, 
been  rendered  scarce  and  high  by  the  great  de- 
mand which  has  existed  to  pay  fbrdgn  debts, 
and  by  being  hoarded  in  banks  and  by  individ- 
nals.  An  exunple  oi  equal  daring,  <m  the  part 
of  the  administration  of  a  Government,  doss  not 
exist  on  record.  The  most  arbitrary  and  des- 
potic monarch  that  ever  sat  upon  a  throne, 
would  not  have  dared  to  issue  such  an  edict  as 
went  forth  from  the  Executive  of  this  Govern- 
ment after  the  deposit  banks  suspended  specie 
payment;  nor  would  the  power  of  any  such 
tyrant  have  been  safe  under  sdoh  an  experi- 
ment. It  is  only  in  a  Government  at  least 
nominally  free,  and  cldmiiig  to  act  in  the  name 
of  the  people,  that  such  a  measure  coold  be 
Bustcuned  at  all ;  and,  but  for  the  interests  o{ 
party,  which  have  for  some  years  been  pora- 
mount  to  every  other  in  this  country,  even  in 
thia  free  government  the  adnunistration  would 
have  bem  compelled  to  have  convoked  C<hi- 
gress,  or  to  have  permitted  the  public  taxes 
to  be  |Hdd  in  the  droulating  medium  of  the 
country  within  one  month  from  the  coro- 
mencement  of  a  different  experiment.  The 
present  bill  proposes  to  sustain  tiiis  gross  out- 
rage upon  the  people ;  the  attempt  to  collect  a 
revenue  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, not  m  the  circulating  medinm  of  the  coun- 
try, which  the  Government  r^ects  and  spnms, 
but  in  an  artide  of  trafSo,  in  a  species  of  prop- 
erty which  must  be  bought  at.  any  sacrifice,  and 
when  it  is  oolleoted  is  to  be  pound  into  the  lap 
oi  a  &TQzite  and  preferred  dasa.  No  other 
Government  could  stand  under  such  an  experi- 
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ment  8ix^y  days.  I  call  upon  the  Hoose,  I7 
r^eoUng  this  bill,  to  compel  the  administntlMk 
to  abandoD  this  ttDjost,  and  before  unheard-of 
policy. 

Kr.  Brosson  said :  Hr.  Speaker,  I  have  lis- 
tened to  the  debates  on  this  bill,  and  given  them 
all  dae  attention ;  and  the  varions  objections 
wbioh  have  been  rtused  in  the  progress  of  this 
discussion  a;^inst  an  issae  of  Treasury  notes, 
have  received  from  me  attentive  consideration. 

I  T&s  in  favor  of  the  project  from  the  first,  if 
the  state  of  the  Treasnry  was  such  as  to  war- 
rant it,  and  I  hav«  beard  nothing  yet  which  to 
my  mind  is  a  snffident  ottJeotion  against  it, 
Xet  us  look  for  a  moment  to  the  ground  which 
we  oocapr  in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  the 
pdnt  at  which  we  have  arrived  in  thls^iscnBoion. 
^  Is  it  not,  sir,  a  conceded  point  that  the  Treas- 
ury is  nearly  or  quite  exhausted — that  in  a 
short  time  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  mohey, 
either  by  loan  or  otherwise,  unless  the  una- 
vulahle  funds  now  in  hand  can  be  realized  f  I 
shall  not  here  go  into  a  review  of  the  financial 
condition  of  the  ooontry,  or  the  state  of  the 
Treasnry,  as  exhibited  by  the  Secretary's  re- 
port, or  the  various  explanations  of  that  report, 
which  have  been  made  on  this  floor.  I  assume 
the  position  that  there  is  no  money  in  the 
Tteasary,  or  that  sncb  will  be  the  case  very 
shortly — and  that  money  is  needed  to  carry  on 
the  operations  of  the  Government.  We  are 
told  so  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
bTtheohainuan  of  the  Committee  of  W^s  and 
Means.  The  whole  of  this  debate  has  proceed- 
ed npon  that  supposition ;  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  Bbu.,)  and  perhaps  one  or  two  others, 
8udi  has  been  allowed  to  be  the  true  state  of 
the  Treasury  by  all  who  have  addressed  the 
House  on  this  subject.  There  can  be  no  ques- 
lioa  tiiot  sach  is  the  fact,  and  the  point  that  is 
now  presented  is  idmply,  in  what  manner  shall 
we  replenish  the  Treasnry;  I  merely  the 
Tt«asury,  and  not  an  exhanated  or  bankmpt 
Treasoij;  for,  «r,  we  have  ample  resources, 
as  toon  as  they  can  be  realized,  without  resort- 
ing to  taxes  or  duties.  It  is  only  necessary  to 
resort  to  some  temporary  expedient  to  enable 
the  Government  to  go  on  and  to  furnish  the 
Treasury  with  -the  necessary  means,  until  the 
debts  due  to  the  Government,  and  the  ample 
but  at  present  unavailable  means  which  we 
have,  can  be  realized  without  nnneoessary  cUs- 
tress  or  pressure  upon  the  people. 

Yon  nave  now,  air,  npon  yonr  table,  a  bill 
poetponing  the  payment  of  dnly  bonds  idne 
months,  and  snotlier,  allowtng  time  to  the 
deport  banks  to  pa^  the  balmees  dne  from 
thenLneither  of  which  are  jret  acted  upon  in 
this  House,  but  both  of  which,  so  far  as  any 
c^iiuon  has  been  elicited,  meet  with  uaiversfd 
&vor.  !bi  fact,  fix,  I  doubt  whether  there  is  a 
member  on  this  floor  who  is  not  prepared  to 
support  both  of  those  measures;  and  gentlemen 
opposed  to  tbe  administration  and  to  this  bill, 
a»  sai^osed  to  be  partionlarty  ftrwable  to 


those.  Can  gentlemen  of  the  opposition,  QieiL 
fan  to  see  the  effect  that  the  defeat  of  this  bill 
must  have  upon  those  measareat  Are  they 
sincere  in  desiring  a  delay  upon  the  duty  bonds, 
and  t^e  allowance  of  fmher  time  to  the  de- 
posit banks,  and  yet  oppose  this  measure, 
which  if  defeated  must  necessarily  result  in 
the  defeat  of  both  those  bills  ?  Are  they  will- 
ing to  assume  the  responsibiUty  of  denying 
any  extension  to  the  banks^  or  on  the  duty  bonds, 
which  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence  oi 
refusing  to  pass  this  bill!  I  apprehend,  sir, 
that  gentiemeu  have  not  duly  weighed  these 
coDsiderations,  and  yet  it  would  seem  impossi- 
ble that  they  can  have  overlooked  the  fiwt  that, 
by  euctiiu;  immediate  payment  of  the  duty 
bonds  and  bank  balances,  not  only  the  security 
or  safety  of  the  debts  might  be  endangered,  bnt 
that  increased  pressure  and  distress  mustbefeh 
through  all  the  ramifioattons  of  aodety;  and 
yet,  sir,  how  can  that  result  be  avoided  if  tiiia 
bill  is  defeated  ? 

But,  sir,  another  and  more  wei^ty  objection 
is  now  urged  to  this  bill.  After  it  had  been 
debated  nearly  two  days^  it  was  suddenly  dis- 
covered to  be  an  enemy  in  di^ise ;  a  scheme 
fraught  with  all  sorts  of  misohi^  to  the  country 
ffiid  danger  to  our  institutions;  in  short,  an.in- 
cipient  step  towards  a  Treasury  bank,  as  an  en- 
tering wedge  towards  a  permanent  national 
paper  currency.   The  changes  have  been  rune 

rn  these  words  in  all  forms  and  shapes,  unm 
ear  is  weary  of  the  repetition ;  and  like  the 
old  United  States  Bank,  which  the  genUeman  • 
from  Massach^isetts  insisted  had  become  a  kind 
of  "  stalking  horse  "  in  this  House,  sir,  this  idea 
of  a  "  Treasnry  Bank  "  "a  Government  paper 
currency  "  has  become  akind  of  "  stalking  horse  '*  • 
to  this  bill,  which  is  led  in  upon  this  floor  by 
every  speaker  of  the' opposition,  to  frighten  ■ 
members  out  of  their  votes  in  favor  of  tiiis 
measure.  How,  sir,  I  am  as  much  opposed  to 
a  Treasnry  bank  as  any  of  the  gentiemen  who 
oppose  this  bill ;  ai^  I  would  go  as  far  in  op- 
posing any  measure  whloh  would  be  an  indpi- 
ent  step  towards  saoh  an  institntion,  or  to- 
wards the  establishment  of  an  irredeemable 
Grovemment  paper  currency,  as  the  most  patri- 
otic  of  them ;  but,  after  a  very  candid  exami- 
nation of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  and  after 
a  careful  perusal  of  the  bill,  I  cannot  discover 
the  lurking  dangers  with  which  other  gentle- 
men seem  to  think  it  is  fraught.  I  am  not  able 
to  perceive  any  foundation  for  a  Treasury  bank 
or  for  a  permanent  Government  p^wrcorraiey 
larking  aboat  the  bUI  or  ineidemt  to  it  It  is, 
sir,  a  very  plidn,  inteUinble  bill,  Just  what  it 
purports  to  be  on  the  noe  of  it,  and  meaning 
nouting  more  than  is  expressed ;  a  mere  tem- 
porary expedient,  to  enable  the  Treasury,  by  an 
issue  of  Treasnry  notes  to  a  limited  amount,, 
to  fulfil  its  obligations;  thus  antiequting  tha 
moneys  dne  to  the  Government,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  do  it  without  laying  any  taxes  or 
new  dnties.  The  issue  of  Treasury  notes  is 
oonflned  to  ten  milUons,  beyond  wliMfa  amoont 
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DO  issue  can  be  made ;  and,  to  make  assnranoe 
donblj  Bore,  I  will  myself  propose  the  amend- 
ment offered  in  Committee  of  the  'Whole,  by 
the  ^ntleman  from  Maryland,  (Ur.  Johkbok.) 
limitug  the  Ume  within  which  these  notes  ^lall 
be  issned  to  the  first  of  June,  1889,  oi^  some 
other  aliorter  time,  so  aa  to  throw  around  the 
bill  all  those  safegiuuda  necesBarj  to  render  it, 
as  it  is  intended  to  be,  and  m  it  parp<n>ts  to  be 
on  the  face  of  it  a  measure  merely  temporary. 
By  the  passage  oftiiis  bill,  we  shall,  sir,  be  able  to 
extend  all  reasonable  indulgence  to  the  Govern- 
ment  debtors,  at  a  time  when  it  is  not  only  the 
interest  bnt  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  do 
80 ;  we  shall  famish  a  tempwary  circulation 
which  may  and  will  be  used,  not  only  as  a  re- 
mitlance  to  Europe,  bnt  between  the  different 
parts  of  the  Union ;  which  will  have  a  tendency 
to  equaliie  ezchaoges,  retain  onr  epeaa  from 
foreign  exportation,  restore  commeroial  confi- 
dence, and  in  every  way  relieve  tiie  country, 
witliout  injury  to  the  Government  or  danger  to 
our  ini^tutions.  I  say  without  danger  to  our 
institutions ;  for,  really,  sir,  I  cannot  see  the 
least  shadow  of  foundation  for  the  apprehen- 
sions of  gentiemen  on  that  point  'HkiB  is  a 
measnre  which  has  before  been  adopted  by  tJiis 
Government,  and  without  any  objection  as  to 
its  constitutionality.  It  is  no  new  experiment, 
ur ;  no  trifling  with  the  supposed  powers  s^ven 
OS  by  the  constitution ;  but  the  Judicious  exer- 
dse  of  those  powers  clearly  granted,  and  an 
exercise  sanctioned  as  well  by  authority  of  a 
former  Congress^  as  by  sound  discreti<m  and  a 
Just  regard  for  a  suffering  country. 

Kr.  Halbtbd  entered  Into  an  argument  to 
prove  that  Treasury  notes  were  bills  of  credit, 
and  therefore  not  warranted  by  the  con^tn- 
tion.  Be  quoted  the  Message  of  General  Jack- 
son in  1636,  Judge  Marstiall,  and  Tarioos  de<»a- 
ions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  support  of  his 
posiUon.  ne  was,  therefore,  unwilling  to 
give  to  the  adminis^atiou  the  power  of  issuing 
Treasury  notes,  as  they  evidently  had  no  rig^t 
so  to  do. 

He  contended  that  the  language  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  the  bill  itself  indicated  that  the 
notes  were  intended  to  form  a  consdtuent  part 
of  the  currency,  which  of  itself  was  a  sufficient 
objection.  He  also  opposed  the  bill  on  the 
ground  that  it  provided  no  fhnd  for  the  re- 
demption of  such  notes,  and  quoted  authorities 
to  snow  that  Government  debts  should  never 
be  incurred  without  some  specific  means  being 
appropriated  for  their  liqaidatlon.  It  was  like- 
wise nis  opinion  that  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  wouldprevent  the  banks  resuming  specie 
payment.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bil^  be- 
cause it  would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Treasury 
bank  and  add  to  the  EzecntiTe  power,  so  as  to 
enaUe  him  to  buy  np  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

[A  great  number  of  unendmeats  were  then  offered 
toth&bill,  tndsuocesBivelyr^ected;  when—] 

[Oct.  9^— The  qneetion  recnrrifig  on  agredng 
witii  the  Oommittee  <tf  the  'Wholo  on  ^  state 
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of  the  Union  in  the  whole  amendments  to  the 
bill  as  amended,  (being  a  snbstitution  of  the 
House  bill,  aa  amended  by  Mr.  Soothoats's  mo- 
tion, as  for  the  Senate's  bill,)  it  was  dedded  bj 
—yeas  128,  nays  99. 

The  qnestion  Imng  on  ordering  the  bill  to  ft 
third  reading^  it  was  dedded  as  follows : 

Tub. — ^Hessra.  Andenon,  Andrews,  Atberton, 
Beatty,  Bdnie,  Bii^ell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Borden, 
Bouldh),  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Brayn,  Buduoan, 
Bynum,  John  CbUioco,  Ounbrdwg,  Jotm  Cunpbell, 
Timothy  J.  Cftrter,  Cbaney,  Chapnuui,  Cilley,  CU- 
bome,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Ccnmor,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Davee,  DeGral^  Dromgoole,  DnmiaQ,  Ed- 
wards, Forrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  James  Gariand, 
lUce  Garland,  Oholson,  Glascock,  GranUiB&d,  Gtaot, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  BorriBon,  Hawea^  BaahanM, 
Haynes,  Holeey,  Holt,  Howard,  HuUey,  Wilfiam  H. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackacm,  Jabes  JadtsoB, 
Hairy  Jotmson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nadianid  Jones, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Eilgore,  KlingensmiUi, 
Lawler,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  A.  Loomia, 
Lyon,  J.  H.  Mason,  Hartin,  Maxwell,  HcEay,  Robert 
HcClellaa,  Abraham  HcClellan,  McClure,  McKim, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Mowe,  8.  ■  W.  Mortis,  Hnhlen- 
berg,  Murray,  Noble,  Noyes,  Owens,  PabDer,  Parka-, 
Pannenter,  Faynter,  Pennybadcer,  Fetrikin,  Phelps, 
Plumer,  Pope,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiaa,  Bariden,U^y, 
Bbett,  Ridiardson,  Blvee,  Shaffer,  Sheplor,  fimlth. 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toocey, 
Towns,  Tumey,  Tul,  Vanden-eer,  Wasoier,  Wd»- 
Bter,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  WnUani^ 
Worthington,  Yell— 127. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Adorns,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
J.  W.  AUen,  Aycrin^  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  William  B.  Cart^,  Casey,  Chambera, 
Cheadiam,  Ghilds,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crot^ett,  Cnrtis, 
Cashing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Debeiry,  Den- 
nis, Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  F!U- 
mx%  Fry,  Gray,  Goode,  James  Graham,  W.  Graham, 
Graves,  GrenneU,  Gdffln,  Halsted,  Harian,  Haiper, 
Hastings,  Henir,  Herod,  Hoffman,  K.  M.  T.  Httnter, 
Jenifer,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Lewis,  Uncoln,  A  W. 
LooQua,  MalloiT,  Marvin,  S.  Maaon,  Maoiy,  McEen- 
nan,  Menefee,  Meroer,  Ifillimn,  M.  Morris,  G.  Morri^ 
Naytor.  C^e,  Patterson,  Fearce.  Pedc,  FbiUq]^ 
Potts,  Reed,  Bendier,  Bidgway,  Robertson,  Ramsey, 
Russell,  Sawyer,  Seneant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Sbep- 
ard.  Shields,  Kbl^,  glade,  foyder,  South^,  Stanly, 
Stone,  Strotton,  Taliafein),  Thompson,  Underwood, 
Albert  S.  White,  J,  White,  E.  WWtdeeey^  Wl- 
liams,  8.  WiUUams,  J.  t.  WilUaou^  0.  H.  WilUnas, 
Wise,  T<^ce— B8. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


TtrasDiT,  October  10. 
The  Sub-Treaniry  Bill. 

The  House  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Qir.  Smxs^ 
of  Maine,  in  the  chair.) 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Pioekhb,  the  Senate  lull, 
for  imposing  additional  dnties  as  depositarieSi 
in  certain  oases,  on  pnblio  officers,  was  taken  up. 

Hr.  PioEBire  nia. :  Hr.  di^rman,  I  am  not 
disposed  to  trespass  upon  the  attration  of  this 
cwindttee,  disonsnng  minutely  those  ab- 
sferose  questUms  connected  with  onireni^  and 
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trade.  I  too  well  nndOTstand  the  sagaoity  of 
this  committee,  and  its  profoimd  common  senBe, 
to  detain  them  long  upon  those  snhjects.  I 
know  well,  sir,  that  for  a  man  to  disconrse  here 
upon  currency,  trade,  and  commerce,  at  least  if 
be  expects  to  eomnuuid  the  attention  of  this 
body,  be  most  bare  a  bi^  ofaaraoto'  for  ex- 
perience, and  be  Ueaaed  also  with  a  ^ood  old 
age.  Yes,  if  he  expects  to  entertun  this  House 
upon  those  abstrose  qnestions,  he  must  first  pat 
on  the  "  powdered  wig  "  and  '*  fair  top-boots." 
and  place  himself  on  the  "tripod,"  and  talk 
about  trade  and  commerce  bejond  the  waters, 
and  in  another  hemisphere,  thirty  or  forty  years 
ago.  Such  »  man  would  be  listened  to  as  & 
sage,  particularly  if  he  stepped  forth  as  the  ad- 
vocate of  some  peculiar  theory,  or  if  he  ascribed 
the  prevailing  embarrasaoients  to  some  foreign 
or  remote  eaose,  or  declared  tbem  to  be  owmg 
to  causes  beyond  oar  oontxcd;  to  Romething 
that  operated  deeidj  i^hhi  the  oommnnity, 
which  they  could  nuther  ftnwsee  nor  avert  I 
If  one  were  to  prool^m  the  doctrine  that  our 
suffering  and  mm  have  sprang  from  over-(q>eo- 
nlatioQ,  over-trading,  or  ex&avagance,  or  a 
combination  of  tbem  all ;  or  if  he  were  to  say 
that  many  a  man  had  been  brought  to  bank- 
ruptcy and  poverty  b^  dating  forth  in  a  coach 
and  four,  with  splendid  damask  curtuns,  Brus- 
sels carpets,  and  broad  mirrors,  upon  a  capital 
in  reality  of  but  three  hundred  dollars,  with  a 
credit  of  thirty  thonsaad  dollars,  be  would  ad- 
vance such  sentiments  but  to  call  down  upon 
his  head  the  denunoiations  of  the  wise  in  diis 
enUg^tened  age  for  his  folly  and  his  madness  I 
But  while  I  am  not  disposed  minntely  to  toaoh 
these  intricate  points,  I  cannot  altogether  over- 
look them  without  a  passing  notice. 

The  immediate  causes,  dr,  of  our  distress 
arise  from  that  peculiar  system  of  credit  and 
oorrency  which  has,  for  the  last  five  years, 
been  enlarged  so  extensively  both  in  England 
and  in  this  country.  In  England,  during  the 
year  1886  alone,  no  less  than  two  hundred 
joint-stock  banks  were  created;  the  influence 
of  which  was  dee^  felt,  first  in  that  country, 
and  then  in  this,  v  ast  facilities  were  extended 
to  onr  capitalists,  while,  also,  they  received  an 
axtension  of  the  credit  aystem  hen,  connected 
with  a  peculiar  junotnre  in  onr  affidra  daring 
the  same  period.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  about  to  wind  up,  or  was  mpposed 
to  be  about  to  wind  np,  its  concerns.  For 
twenty  years  had  that  institution  held  a  con- 
trol over  the  ourrenoy  and  exchanges  of  the 
country,  and  hundreds,  I  might  almost  say 
thousands,  of  other  iustitutjonswere  created  in 
order  to  supply  the  demand  in  the  circolating 
medium  which,  it  was  supposed,  would  ensue 
upon  the  decease  of  that  bank.  We  all  knpw 
too,  (I  refer  to  these  things  as  matters  of  his- 
tory,) that  a  war  at  that  time  was  carried  on 
aguQst  that  inaiitaUon ;  and  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ereating  counter  intweats  in  aodety,  the 
o^orits  of  this  Government  were  placed  hi 
looal  imtttntions;  and  that  fbew  latter,  after 
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being  made  the  fiscal  agents  of  this  Qovemment, 
with  an  immense  surplus,  were  expressly  en- 
couraged, nay  more,  enjoined,  to  enlarge  their 
circulation.  This,  connected  with  the  extended 
credit  system  in  Great  Britun,  and  the  long 
peace  which  had  engendered  confidence,  pro- 
ducing large  investments  of  foreign  capital  in 
onr  stocks,  had  the  effect  of  expanding  our 
local  currency  and  credits,  and  produced  a  gi- 
gantic system  of  speculation  and  enterprise 
never  witnessed  in  any  age  or  country  before. 
I  do  not  allude  to  tlie  Increased  amount  of  mere 
issues  alone ;  but  the  biUs,  checks,  and  other 
substitutes  for  money  which  these  banks 
broagbt  into  circulation.  This  produced  a 
bloated  system  of  credit,  which,  with  the  ap- 
parent prosperity  of  the  times,  seemed  to  ex- 
pand and  place  unbounded.means  within  the 
grasp  of  almost  evoy  individual  member  ct 
society.  He  seemed  to  breathe  a  new  atmos- 
phere, and  gaze  alone  upon  the  splen^d  fortune  ' 
that  gUttffled  before  his  excited  imi^nation. 

This  E^stem  has  one  remarkably  peculiar 
feature.  It  grows  np,  is  fostered  and  nourished 
under  free  institutions.  But  there  is  another 
remarkable  principle  in  it,  that,  aftw  it  baa 
spread  itself  into  all  the  ramifications  of  society, 
then,  sir,  those  who  depend  upon  it,  and  are 
deeply  identified  with  it,  (although  at  firat 
springing  up  under  free  institutions,)  soon  be- 
come disposed  to  lean,  for  aid  and  support^ 
upon  any  Qovemment,  no  matter  how  despotic, 
rather  than  run  the  risk  of  a  shock  by  reform 
or  revolution. 

The  slightwt  irr^ular  movemoit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment must  necnsarily  produce  an  eleotrio 
shock  in  this  delicate  ana  vital  ere^t  systein, 
which  would  be  felt,  and  extend  from  the  cen- 
tre to  the  circumference  of  all  so<^cty.  It  can 
only  live  under  a  free  Government,  as  far  re- 
moved from  it  as  possible ;  and,  if  it  be  once 
brought  into  contact  with  a  lawless  Govern- 
ment, it  mast  either  fall  all  together,  or  lean 
upon  that  Government  for  protection  and  sup- 
port, and  become  intimately  identified  with  it. 
Kow  I  am  aliout  to  refer  to  something  which 
belongs  to  the  history  of  this  question,  and 
which  has  happened  within  the  last  four  or 
five  years.  To  my  mind,  it  is  an  example  not 
to  be  disr^arded,  but  presents  a  lesson  of  pro- 
found .wis&nn,  which  no  one  can  reflect  upon 
without  [>rofit  The  war  made  upon  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  seizure  of  the  pub- 
lic deposits — a  seizure  without  law — oansed 
local  instituti(ms  to  spring  up  like  mushrooms, 
under  the  fostering  care  of  an  all-powerful  hand 
here,  dispenang  distinction  and  patronage  and 
wealth,  until  aU  society  became,  as  it  were,  de- 
pendent upon  his  will  and  movements.  Let  no 
man  be  induced  to  create  the  same  state  ot 
things  agiun,  when  a  bold  and  daring  genius 
may  be  tempted  to  run  the  same  career,  and 
bring  &e  property  and  honest  industry  of  the 
country  undw  the  will  and  mercy  of  him  who 
may  give  llfo  and  soul  to  tlus  Pederal  GoTent- 
ment. 
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nib  oonfliet  prodnoed  a  tremaidoos  shook, 
and  even  the  hankiD^  Bjetsm  itself  the  local 
institationa,  created  for  the  express  pnrpose  of 
snstaining  the  warfare  agtinst  uat  oversnadow- 
ing  central  institation,  have  been  paralyzed,  for 
a  time  at  least,  under  its  destflatlng  effects. 
And  here  I  wiU  say,  that  though  I  ever  be- 
Uerad  in  the  unooDBtitationalitj  of  that  institn- 
tion,  yet  those  who  made  war  npon  it  never 
oottld  have  snooeeded  without  imung  ap  pow- 
erful local  antaoonitt  Intereata.  Hie  eSbct  <tf 
that  war  was  fdt  from  one  end  of  the  oouttry 
to  the  other,  and  the  consequence  was,  that 
sagacions  capitalists  in  stocks,  ready  for  any 
result,  began  to  look  elsewhere  for  safe  invest- 
ments; and  hence  it  was  tiiat  we  find  such 
extensive  mvestments  in  real  estate,  to  the 
amotiQt  of  forty  mfllions  of  dollars,  in  two  years 
alone,  in  the  pnblic  lands,  besides  upwards  of 
one  hundred  millions  in  other  real  estate  spec- 
ulation!), Buch  as  town  and  village  property,  &c. 
This  oonflict  against  credit,  deeply  affecting 
onrrency,  was  anticipated  by  capitaliats^  who 

E referred  risking  the  loss  of  something  m  the 
igh  prioes  of  real  estate,  to  a  prol>ahle  loss  of 
alL  It  was  at  least  investing  in  aomethiug  be- 
yond total  destmotion  from  an  arbitrary  Gov- 
ernment. 

ffir,  when  this  change  began,  and  the  capital- 
ists began  to  contract  their  credit,  the  banking 
inatitouons  of  the  country  also  felt  it  incumbent 
npon  them  to  contract  too.  And  what  was  the 
result  f  Why,  the  result  was  exactly  what  we 
now  experience. 

Approaching  this  juncture,  viz.  in  1886,  the 
dep(Mit  act  was  passed,  to  be  carried  into  effect 
in  1887.  I  was  a  supporter  of  that  law,  sir, 
but  I  understood  it  at  that  time,  as  I  now  un- 
derstand it  to  be,  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  for  gen- 
eral aocxmnt  and  settlement  wltii  those  instttn- 
tiona  whioh  had.  up  to  Hut  time,  leaned  imm, 
and  been  suatained  t^,  the  credit  and  woal 
action  of  this  Government.  They  were  there- 
fore compelled  by  that  distribution  or  deposit 
act,  and  pai;tionlarly  in  the  peculiar  manner  m 
which  it  was  executed,  to  come  to  a  general 
account.  Their  paper  was  necessarily  com- 
pelled to  be  *'  convertible "  paper,  or  they 
themselves  compelled  to  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments. This  circumstanoe,  connected  with  our 
immense  foreign  debt,  and  the  demand  thereby 
produced  for  specie,  or  its  representative, 
abroad,  brought  about  this  result;  that  is, 
brought  us  to  the  present  oonditim  of  the 
eovntry,  undw  a  general  suqwi^Mi  of  specie 
fnrmcoits  by  the  ban^ 

But,  Mr.  Ohairman,  I  wiU  s^  here  that  the 
great  and  radical  difficulty,  uid,  in  fact,  the 
primary  cause,  that  produced  the  present  state 
of  things,  arises  from  the  pecnliar  currency, 
which,  in  modem  times,  has  so  much  extended 
itself  in  Great  Britain  and  in  this  country,  and 
its  peculiar  capacity  for  expansion  and  contrac- 
tion, in  the  hands  end  under  the  control  oS 
banks  and  bankers ;  and  particularly  from  the 
bet,  that  there,  as  here,  the  system  has  de- 
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pended  upon  and  been  so  deeply  Idwtafied  with 
Government,  and  its  financial  action,  for  sop- 
port  and  extensive  credit.  This  is  the  real  aai 
radical  cause  which  has  produced  this  great 
shook  in  our  modem  banking  and  credit  Bjt- 
tem. 

Sir,  under  this  suspenson  of  specie  payments 
the  Government  is  found  in  a  peculiar  sitiu- 
tion.  Under  the  law  of  1816  it  can  reoeiv^  in 
payment  of  its  dnea,  notMng  but  gold  and  nl- 
ver,  or  eonvertiMe  paper,  or  notea  of  the  then 
Bank  of  the  United  Btates;  the  latter  claim 
became,  however,  practically  repealed  wheo 
these  institutions  suspended  i^cie  payment 
tiiereby  maktog  tiieir  papw  ineonvertil;^ 
Then  there  was,  in  fact,  under  the  provision! 
of  the  law,  an  immediate  separation  of  the  Gor- 
ernment  from  the  banking  institutions  of  the 
country.  Under  the  law,  the  Government 
could  not  take  inconvertible  paper,  and  con- 
vertible paper  did  not  exist  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other,  with  the  honorable  ex- 
ception, perhaps,  of  one  or  two  banks  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  a  single  small  institution 
In  tbe  State  c?  Ohio.  And  now,  sir,  the  great 
question  presented  to  this  oomudttee  is,  not 
whether  you  will  separate  the  banka  from  the 
Government,  because  that  is  already  done,  but 
the  great  question  is,  whether  uid  how  we 
shall  reunite  the  Government  and  the  banks. 
Under  this  view  of  the  ease,  we  have  three 
alternatives  presented  to  us : 

The  first  is,  to  reunite  ourselves,  or  rather 
the  Government,  with  the  State  institutions,  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  ctmneciel 
for  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

The  second  is,  the  proposition  creating  i 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  national  instita- 
tion to  conduct  the  flaoal  operations  ai  this 
Qovemment,  and  regulate  the  exchanges  and 
currency  of  the  country. 

The  third  is,  the  proportion  on  your  taUe^ 
fifr,  to  separate  the  Government  and  ita  agents 
from  all  banks  whatever. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  first  proposition :  if  we 
do  not  separate  the  Government  from  the  banta 
in  this  peculiar  juncture  of  our  affairs,  wo  nerer 
can  separate  them.  The  system  will  be  fixed 
npon  us  forever,  and  we  compelled  to  run  the 
same  round  we  have  done  for  the  lost  three  or 
four  years  in  periodical  terms,  and  then  be  in 
the  same,  or  worse  condition— distracted  and 
embarrassed  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other. 

Now,  Hr.  Ohidnnan,  I  have  heard  a  great 
deal  as  to  the  compariaon  between  the  State 
bank  system,  as  It  is  oaDed,  and  ^  peculiar 
policy  of  separating  the  Government  and  its 
agents  from  all  banks  whatever.  I  have  heard 
toe  much  declamation  and  no  littie  dennnda- 
tion  of  that  system,  that  It  is  the  most  out- 
rageous proportion  ever  presented  to  the  Amer- 
ican people ;  tiiat  it  is,  in  &ct,  a  Treasury  bank. 
Yes,  sir,  I  have  heard  much  declamation  upon 
that  subject,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  (bettw 
sotted  to  newspaper  poUtioa  than  grave  legida- 
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tion,)  bat  I  confess  to  7011  that  that  declama- 
tion only  reminda  me  verj  atroogly  of  the  de- 
SOTiption  of  a  certain  ffrondilcqnent  class  of 
poeta  which  a  profonnd  and  p<MiBhed  andent 
critic  describes  as  sweQing— 

**  InoepUa  parlbiu  pkramaiH  «t  ntsui  profaMti, 
Porpareiu,  Ut«  qat  iplendMt,  una*  «t  alter 
JMottnr  puiniu?' 

It  is  not  pretended  that  this  system  is  perfect, 
because  yea  cannot  present  any  system  to  the 
people  that  is  so.  All  aaestiooa  upon  which  a 
practical  legislator  is  called  to  act,  involve  more 
or  less  a  comparison  of  evils,  and  we  most  not 
adopt  any  measure  ae  perfect^  but  as  embracing 
tbe  lesser  evil.  We  must  go  on  to  perfect  de- 
tails after  the  establishment  of  great  and  vital 
principles.  It  Is  neither  pretended,  sir,  that 
this  bill  iDvolveB  no  patronage:  it  certunly 
does  to  a  degree.  Bat  the  qoestiou  is,  whether 
this  system,  or  that  of  wifdoying  the  local 
banks  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government,  con- 
tains or  involves  the  most  patronage?  Now, 
upon  that  point,  permit  me  here  to  say  that  I 
nel  myself  committed,  from  a  deep  and  an  anx- 
ious reflection  upon  the  question  heretofore. 
The  question  is  between  the  power  and  influ- 
ence of  an  individual,  and  the  power  and  influ- 
ence of  an  incorporated  bank.  To  tell  me  that 
a  bank  which  chooses  to  go  into  the  politics  of 
tiie  country,  with  its  power  to  extend  discounts 
and  accommodations  to  its  friends,  and  refuse 
them  to  its  enemies,  has  no  more  inflnenoe  than 
an  individual,  is  to  tdl  me  what  ia  contradicted 
by  the  d^y  experiuioe  of  every  man ;  even  if 
that  individnaf  have  millions  of  the  public 
mmey  in  his  possession  for  safe-keeping.  Sir, 
the  one  system  winds  and  spreads  itself  Into  all 
the  secret  and  bosiness  recesses  of  society. 
Hundreds  and  thousands  of  honorable  and  high- 
minded  men  have  Iteen  brought  to  degradation 
and  sycophancy  by  this  tremendous  and  almost 
invisible  power.  I  have  seen  them  around  their 
domestic  firesides,  with  every  thing  apparently 
to  bless'  and  gladden  tbe  heart  of  man,  fall  of 
sadness  and  gloom ;  while  even  those  who  were 
the  confiding  and  devoted  partners  of  their  joys 
and  their  sorrows,  were  in  doubt  and  ignorance 
as  to  tbe  causes  <^  melancholy  and  dejectitm. 

Kr,  this  system  is  as  Udden  as  the  ur  we 
1»«atlie,  and  penetrates  unseen,  bat,  alas  I  not 
nufelt,  into  the  most  retired  scenes  of  society. 
No  man  can  tell  apon  what  power  he  is  de- 
pending when  be  looks  for  support,  aid,  and 
assistance  from  this  qrstem.  No  man  can  tell 
what  the  situaUon  of  bis  neighbor  "be — ^ 
what  his  obligations — bis  alliances  and  con- 
tracts, that  swerve  him  from  the  path  of  inde- 
pendence and  rectitude.  Then  how  can  you 
say  that  such  a  system  as  this,  allied  to,  and 
dependent  upon  Government,  has  less  patron- 
age than  that  which  makes  an  individual  re- 
sponsible for  whatever  pablio  fhnds  ba  may 
nare  in  his  oastody,  withoat  the  poww  of  loan- 
ing, wi&ont  the  power  of  disoountdna,  withoat 
tiie  power  of  accommodating  a  fiiendl  or  refos- 
ing  an  enamjr,  nnlesa  he  chooses  <^eii^  to  iocnr 
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the  odium  and  penalty  of  crime  and  misde- 
meanor t  It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  quesdon 
admits  of  no  argument  bo  far  as  the  question 
,  of  patronage  la  oonoenied. 

ant  I  have  sidd,  nr.  that  I  felt  myself  srane- 
what  committed  on  tills  suUect.  in  IMS,  a 
fiiaad  of  mine  from  Vti^nu,  (Mr.  Cioidon,) 
now  not  a  member  of  this  fionse,  (and  I  will 
here  take  occasion  to  say  of  him,  that  he  is  a 
gentleman  who  wonld  have  done  honor  to  Vir- 
^nia  in  her  proudest  days  of  glory  and  fame,) 
presented  the  very  identical  proposition  to  this 
House  which  is  embraced  in  the  bill  on  your 
table.  For  that  proposition,  sir,  I  then  voted. 
I  acted  from  reflection,  and  from  a  conscien- 
tious conviction  of  the  effects  of  that  measure 
to  bring  about  honesty  in  tJie  Gk>v6mment,  and 
secure  tbe  indei>endenoe  of  the  people.  Tme,  I 
was  then  bnt  a  very  yoong  man,  and  had  bat 
for  a  few  weeks  taken  my  aeat  in  tiiis  Honae; 
yet^  sir,  I  had  made  np  my  ojdniui  from  ob- 
servation and  reflection,  ^d  althoof^  jom^ 
yet,  to  use  the  langoage  implied  to  another,  I 
was  old  enoof^— 

"AeU^^wmtam  Jam  legsn^  alt  potarit  eognoMti* 

Sir,  I  had  formed  my  Judgment  then,  and 
have  not  yieldM  it  nnce.  On  the  contrary,  the 
experience  between  tiien  and  now  has  only 
tended  to  confirm  my  conviction.' 

I  desire  the  Olerk  to  read  the  proposition  and 
the  vote  upon  it. 

"  Tbe  qaestion  recurred  on  the  motion  made  by 
Hr.  OoKDON,  to  amend  the  said  bill,  to  strike  out  aU 
thereof  after  tbe  enacting  words,  and  insert : 

"  That,  from  and  after  the   day  of  ,  in 

tbe  year  ,  the  collectors  of  the  public  revenue, 

at  places  where  the  suma  collected  wall  not  exceed 

the  sum  of  dcdlira  per  annum,  shall  be  tbe 

agents  of  the  Treasorer  to  keep  and  disburse  the 
same,  and  be  subject  to  such  rules  and  r^ulationa, 
and  give  such  bond  and  security  as  he  shall  prescribe 
for  the  futhful  execution  of  their  ofBce ;  and  shall 
receive,  in  addition  to  the  oompttiaatioD  now  allowed 

bylaw,.  percentom  onthesamsdisbnned;  so 

that  it  does  not  exceed  the  snnor— dcdlarsper 
annum. 

"  Sec.  a.  And  be  U  further  maeted.  That,  at  aU 
places  where  the  amount  of  public  revenue  collected 

shall  exceed  the  sum  of  dollars  per  annum,  there 

shall  be  i4)pointed  bj  the  Freddent,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  recovers  of  the 
public  revenue,  to  be  agents  of  the  Treasurer,  who 
shall  give  such  bond  and  security  to  keep  and  dia- 
burae  tbe  publlo  remue,  and  be  subject  to  such 
rules  and  regnlationa  as  the  Treasorer  alull  ptescribe, 

and  shall  reoeire  for  thdr  eerrioea  per  centum 

per  annum  on  the  sum  disbursed :  provided  it  does 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  dollars  per  annum. 

"Sec.  8.  And  bt  U  further  eitaeUd,  Thii,  from 

and  aftftrthe  day  of  ,  the  whole  reveniM 

of  the  Uidted  States,  derived  fmn  customs  of  lands 
or  other  soureea,  shall  be  paid  in  the  cairent  odns 
ofthe  United  States." 

TUs  received  88  votes. 

Ur.  Ohidrman,  it  was  not  my  desire,  nw  hairs 
I  oBoaed  tbe  vote  npoa  that  ^opositiai  to  be 
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md,  to  show  the  wfo^statxcj  or  inconsisteney 
of  any  honorable  member  of  thia  bodr.  Jlj 
wcAa  and  entire  ol;fect  was  to  prove  that  the 
present  bill  was  no  new  j>ropo$ition,  and  that, 
M  for  as  I  am  concerned,  it  is  the  rerj  identical 

Sropodtion  npon  which  I  then  voted  cooUy  and 
eliWateljr.  I  have  no  desire,  sir,  to  show 
that  there  has  been  any  contraaiction  on  the 
part  of  any  gentleman  on  this  floor,  or  that 
there  has  been  aaj  change  in  their  opinions. 
It  is  with  neither  of  those  views  that  I  had  tbe 
proposition  read.  I  will  now  qnote  a  paragraph 
from  the  speech  of  the  mover  of  tbe  proposi- 
tion, made  at  the  time,  as  UlnBtratiDg  the  views 
under  which  we  acted,  and  which  too  tmly  por- 
tnqrB  what  has  really  hap^ned  ^nce,  and  what, 
I  fear,  we  will  again  see,  if  the  qrstem  be  con- 
tioned.   Ur.  Go^on  said : 

'*  There  is  another  coodderation  vhidi  has  induced 
me  to  offer  this  amendment.  We  may  all  very 
plainly  see  that  the  contest  for  the  Executive  office  is 
the  rocic  on  irtiich  tiie  permanency  of  this  republic  is 
likely  to  be  wrecked.  And  the  vehemence  of  this 
contest  will  ever  be  in  proportion  to  the  Executive 
patronage.  But  for  this,  the  office  would  have  no 
allurements  but  for  virtuous  ambition ;  but  with  this 
c<mcoinitant,  it  exerts  an  influence  liUdx  may  one 
day  prove  fatal  to  the  federal  part  of  our  system.  If 
we  do  not  aqtaiate  tba  Inflaence  of  tbe  EzecntiTe 
from  the  interest  of  banking  corponUiona,  we  shall 
have  another  Controversy  on  tbe  sutgect  of  banks, 
^e  poliUcal  will  be  miited  with  the  money  power ; 
the  conteat  must  come ;  It  will  oome.  You  will  wit- 
ness a  stnude  in  thia  GapiUd  between  State  banks 
and  federubanka ;  and  toe  combatants  for  the  Pres- 
ident^ diair  will  be  fonnd  contending  In  different 
ranks  of  interest  and  influence,  wtulst  they  mar  tbe 
peace  of  the  country,  and  shake  the  pillars  of  the 
consUtuUon.  Separate  tbem,  I  beseech  yoiL  repre- 
sentadves  of  tbe  American  people^  if  you  mah  to  put 
down  this  fearlbl  contest  for  the  Preddential  chair— 
I  had  almost  said  Freridential  throne — separate,  I 
beseech  you,  banking  and  politics.  Z«et  the  banks 
bcilitate  the  exchanges  of  commerce,  and  Anther  the 
hiterest  of  trade ;  but  let  them,  I  pray  you,  hare 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Qovenunent." 

The  predictions  of  my  fiiend  have  been  ful- 
filled to  the  letter.  What  have  we  seen?  You 
hrooght  into  existence  a  system  of  State  banks, 
connected  fh>m  one  end  of  this  Confederacy  to 
another,  receiving,  disbursing,  and  acting  npon 
those  depositB,  or^mized  and  controlled  by,  and 
reqxmsiDle  to  one  man,  and  then  brought  into 
overwh^ing  confiict,  as  I  believe,  with  the 
'fi-eedom  of  elections.  Sir,  I  speak  plainly.  I 
b^eved  then,  and  I  now  believe,  that  this  was 
the  tme  sonrce  of  power  for  the  last  three  years. 
Gentlemen  may  speak  as  they  please ;  they  may 
deny,  and  say  they  have  never  seen  or  felt  it ; 
bnt  who  is  it  that  knows  any  thiDg  of  the  oper- 
adons  of  banks— who  is  it,  at  aU  aeqn^nted 
with  their  peonliar  inflaence,  who  is  not  irre- 
riitibbr  imprened  with  their  tranendons  pov- 
0r?  NT,  I  believe  they  did  more  than  any 
thhig  else  to  elect  the  present  Preddent  of  the 
United  States ;  and  am  I  now  to  be  called  upon, 
and  nrged  to  re-organize  stuh  a  qitem,  and 
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abandon  tbe  portion  I  then  assnmedf  The 
expnienoe  of  the  last  three  years  strengtbens 
my  position.  It  may  be  denied,  bnt  I  ooosden- 

tionsly  believe  that  these  institntionB  have  con- 
trolled, more  or  less,  not  only  tbe  destinies  of 
this  Government,  bnt  the  destinies  of  the  pec^Ie 
of  this  country  daring  that  period.  Yes,  we  all 
know  that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  enough 
was  developed  npon  this  floor  to  demonstrate 
that  there  was  an  organized  system,  acting 
through  one  man,  giving  energy  to  the  whole, 
and  for  one  and  the  same  purpose.  Yea,  nr, 
we  have  seen  this  cordon  of  Jeagned  bank^ 
with  their  various  interests,  raising  thur  ban- 
ner from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  otiier, 
npon  which  was  inscribed  the  in&mons  motto. 
To  the  victors  belong  tbe  spoils ; "  and  ealUng 
npon  their  mercenary  bands  to  gather  in  to  the 
plunder  of  sacked  cities  and  snl^nfpited  prov- 
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Florida  War. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolntion,  submitted  by  Ur. 
WiSB  on  the  lOtb  of  September : 

"  Jieaolved,  That  a  Select  Comnuttee  be  aiqK)int«d 
by  iNdlot  to  inquire  into  the  course  of  the  Honda 
war,  and  into  the  causes  of  the  delays  and  failures, 
and  the  expendtnree  iriildi  have  attended  the  prose- 
cudon  of  that  war,  and  into  the  manner  Its  con- 
duct, and  tbe  &cta  of  its  tdstory  generally ;  that  the 
sud  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  and  that  It  liave  poma  to  dt  In  tbe  recess, 
and  that  it  -make  rqmt  to  tba  next  seadon  of  Con- 
gress." 

Ur.  GuBCooK  had  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
Intiott,  by  strildng  all  out  after  the  word  "  re- 
solved," and  insert  the  following : 

"  niat  a  Sdect  Comndttee  be  qqidnted  to  inqiibe 
into  tbe  canse  of  tbe  Florida  war,  and  the  canses  of 

the  extraordinary  delays  and  fiulure,  and  the  expoi- 
ditores  which  have  attended  the  proeecution  of  tbe 
same,  and  all  the  facts  connected  witti  its  blstovy 
generally ;  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers." 

The  qnestion  immediately  pending  was  the 
motion  of  Ur.  Howard  to  strixe  ont  the  wwda 
*'  that  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed,"  and 
insert  "  that  the  Committee  on  Uilitaij  Afibirs 
be  instructed." 

.  Mi-.  MoKat  opposed  the  r^ng  of  this  Select 
Committee,  beoanse  the  same  subject  was  now 
under  investigation  in  vorions  ways.  It  had 
been  referred  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  caused  an  inqniry  to  be  insti< 
tnted,  and  had  made  a  rep<Ht  in  part,  and  he 
understood  would  probably  rcm>rt  in  Ml  at  the 
next  session  of  Owigreea,  Bestdes  this,  tbe 
cbfdrman  of  tbe  Committee  on  Indian  AfiUn 
(Ur.  Bxll)  bad  moved  to  have  this  sabject  re- 
ferred to  that  committee,  and  titer  a  teqgdiy, 
and  no  doabt  ardoooa  investigation,  Uie  papera 
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had  been  reported  back  to  the  House  witboat 
oraaing  to  mj  oonoIoMon  thereon.  He  pre- 
Bnmed,  however,  that,  at  the  commenoement 
of  the  r^fular  Be^on,  the  chairman  of  that 
committee  would  move  to  have  the  subject 
referred  to  that  committee,  and  proceed 
with  the  inveBtigation.  He  could  not,  there- 
fore, see  the  necessity  of  raising  this  Select  Oom- 
mittoe,  becaase  it  was  before  the  Prendent  of 
the  United  States,  who  Jiad  (^pointed  commis- 
ritmors  to  inveaUgate  the  matter,  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  HassaohnsettB  (H r.  Adahs)  had  ad- 
mitted that  thej  had  perfinmed  their  da^ 
ftithAilly,  BO  far  as  they  went,  and  laid  before 
the  House  information  which,  to  ase  his  own 
eziffession,  had  made  the  blood  tingle  in  his 
vems.  They  will  doubtless  lay  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings before  the  Hoose  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress.  In  relation  to  the  canses  of  de- 
lays and  fiulures  of  the  campaigns,  it  will  be 
recollected  that  an  inqniry  was  instituted  by 
the  Ftesident  at  Frederick,  at  which  all  the 
ofBcers  engaged  in  the  first  campugn  (Scott, 
Gaines,  and  Clinch)  were  fully  examined,  and 
the  court  came  to  the  oo&olusion  that  the  &il- 
nrea  and  detoya  of  die  oampai^  were  in  con- 
■eqnenoe  of  the  insalubri^  of  the  dimate,  the 
impregnability  of  the  swamps,  and  the  absence 
of  all  knowledge  of  the  topt^aphy  of  the  coon- 
.try  by  the  commanding  generals,  and  the  diffi- 
cmty  in  transporting  supplies  for  the  army  from 
one  point  to  another.  Here,  then,  at  this  tri- 
bnnaJ,  all  the  causes  of  the  failures  of  the  cam- 
paigns conducted  by  Generals  Gaines  and  Scott 
were  «xamined  into ;  and  it  certainly  could  not 
be  designed  by  the  House  to  institute  an  inquiry 
in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the  present  com- 
mander in  Florida,  (General  Jesup,)  at  a  time 
when  he  was  just  preparing  and  organizing  his 
farces  for  another  campaign.  It  would  cer- 
tably  be  improper  for  the  Hoiue  to  interfere 
with  this  campaign  before  there  was  an  oppor- 
tnmty  of  doin^  any  thing  with  it  It  womd  be 
interfering  with  the  le^timate  duties  of  the 
Executive  to  send  an  investigating  committee, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  into 
Florida;  and,  by  so  doing,  the  whole  of  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  approaching 
campaign  might  be  set  aside.  Hr.  MoE,  next 
referred  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bill,)  who  bad  stated  that  the 
probable  causes  of  failures  of  the  campaigns  in 
Florida  had  arisen  from  the  deficiency  in  the 
number  of  officers  connected  with  the  army  in 
Horida.  He  adnutted  that  there  might  be 
some  Jofltioe  in  tliia  remark,  bnt  aaid  the  sab- 
ject  had  already  attracted  uie  attention  of  the 
Frendent  of  the  United  States,  and  referred  to 
an  order  issued  as  early  as  October  last,  direct- 
ing all  officers  of  the  army  on  detached  service 
to  join  their  regiments  and  companies,  in  which 
order  the  Prendent  had  sud  that  this  state  of 
things  must  no  longer  exist.  If  any  notice  was 
to  tw  taken  of  this  matter,  however,  by  this 
Home,  it  was  the  le|ptbnato  hnriness  w  the 
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Oonmiittee  on  Military  Affiurs  to  take  charge 
of  it,  and  he  hoped  they  would  take  the  matter 
nnder  consideration.  In  relation  to  tlie  subject 
of  expenditures,  he  admitted  that  they  had  been 
very  large,  amounting,  he  t>elieved,  to  about 
seven  millions :  but  he  could  see  no  necessity 
of  appointing  a  select  committee  to  take  charge 
of  this  subject,  when  we  have  committees  ap- 
pointed under  the  roles  whose  special  bufflness 
it  was  to  take  charge  of  these  snl^ects.  He 
alluded  to  tiie  Committees  on  the  Expenditorea 
of  the  Execntive  Departments,  all  of  which 
oommittees  he  believea  were  eompoaed  of  m»> 
jorities  opposed  to  the  administraticoL  The 
Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  Var 
Department  should  take  this  subject  into  con- 
sideration, and  report  upon  it.  Mr.  MoK  con- 
cluded by  moving  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  until  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed 
the  motion.  If  there  was  to  l>e  any  investiga- 
tion at  all,  it  was  as  necessary  and  as  practical 
hie  now  as  it  could  be  ever.  He  hoped  the 
committee  would  be  at  once  appointed,  and 
poraue  the  inquiries  during  the  recess,  so  as  to 
report,  in  whole,  or  in  part,  at  the  next  tmioa. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  reference  of  inveBtigfr- 
tions  of  aU^ed  extraordinary  almaes  to  stand- 
ing committees,  and  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  HowABD,  of  Maryland,  who  had  made  ttie 
I>endin^  motion  to  refer  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiurs. 

Mr.  Apamb.  The  question  is  an  entire  new 
question.  It  is  not  now  a  question  as  to  what 
committee  it  shall  be  referred  to,  but  whether 
it  stiall  now  have  the  go-by  altogether.  The 
whole  of  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  went 
to  the  point  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  tiiis  House 
to  trouble  itself  at  all  about  the  maUer,  and 
would  be  jurt  aa  stnmg  an  argajoait  agiinrt 
the  inve^^ticm  In  Deconber  as  now.  Ur.  A. 
aUnded  a^ln  to  the  investigation  made  under 
the  direction  of  Coi^ress  by  the  late  Execntire, 
and  B^d  that  the  horrible  disclosures  of  that 
report  convinced  him  still  more  stron^y  than 
ever  of  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  mquiry. 
He  replied  to  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  MoEat, 
with  regard  to  the  proportions  of  various  com- 
mittees, OS  the  proper  referees  of  the  subject 
before  the  House.  Among  the  rest,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Expenditures  of  the  "War  Depart- 
ment had  been  recommended  by  that  gentleman. 
Mr.  A.  reminded  the  House  uiat  the  commit- 
tees on  expenditnrea  were  sinecures,  without 
p^,  and  without  dn^  also.  A  ohi^nnan 
one  of  than  Qtr.  Hawib)  had  told  the  House 
that  he  had  never  called  the  committee  to- 
gether, and  did  not  even  know  his  colleagues  t 
Mr.  A.  had  intended  to  offer  a  resolution  to  to- 
soind  the  role  requiring  that  those  committees 
should  be  i^pointed. 

Mr.  A.  replied,  farther,  to  the  aivument  of 
Hr.  HoKaJj  tiiat  the  o<Hutitntion  of  the  Oon^ 
mittee  on  lulitazy  Affairs  was  the  same  in  pro- 
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tIohs  administrations  as  now.  That  was  no 
good  reason  -whj  it  Bhoold  still  oontinne  to  be 
80,  Mr.  A.  contended. 

In  allnBion  to  there  being  on  this  committee 
eight  members  from  the  Sooth,  and  <m\j  one 
from  the  Northern  section  of  the  oonntrj,  Mr. 
A.  Bsid  that  the  reason  must  be  that  the  people 
of  the  North  had  no  interest  in  the  snbjects 
referrible  to  it.  As  to  the  interest  of  all  the 
New  England  States,  as  well  as  those  of  New 
Torlc,  New  Jem^,  Delaware,  and  Manrland,  in 
tbe  benefit  that  would  result  to  them  from  the 
enonnons  ezpen^tnrei  of  public  money  in  the 
pnwecntion  of  the  norida  oampaigns,  Mr.  A. 
admitted  it  was  very  little  indeed.  -  Bat  they 
had  a  very  deep  interest  in  the  smonnt  of  those 
expenditores,  at  all  events.  Were  tbe  army 
disbanded  to-morrow,  it  would  be  money  in 
their  pockets ;  and  he  looked  npon  this  fact  as 
another  exemplification  of  that  profomid  philo- 
sophical theory  of  his  friend  from  Sonth  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  TitoHPSOiir,)  who  had  said  that  the 
money  of  this  Government  Sowed  naturally 
towards  the  North.  Since  he  had  made  these 
remarks,  tiiat  gentleman  had  pablished  his 
qweoh,  and  he  had  now  tamed  uie  (^6be  half 
round.  Tlia  stream  now  fiowed  to  the  East^ 
and  not  I2ie  North.  WelL  dr.  be  it  then  "  the 
Eastl" 

Suh-Treemrj/  MU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAHSKKLmro,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Shtth,  of  Mune,  being  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  PiOTBirs  said  that  he  considered  himself 
bound,  by  the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  tbo  snb- 
Treasnry  bill,  to  move  that  it  be  taken  np  at 
tliat  time.  The  motion  prevailed — yeas  106, 
Days  8S. 

Mr.  HomcAir  was  opposed  to  the  srib-Treas- 
my  hill,  beeasse  it  Tiolirted  the  constitution  of 
the  countnr— 4f  not  Its  plain  and  palpable  literal 
langoage,  its  spirit,  which  is  ita  life-blood,  and 
whkih  alone  recommends  it  to  the  people  ot  the 
nation.  Thai  spirit  is  the  principle  that  the 
people  shall  govern  themselves.  The  mode  of 
choosing  public  officers,  the  appointment  of 
those  officers,  duties,  &c,  are  bat  the  trappings 
of  the  constitution.  But  this  principle,  which 
is  its  spirit,  enters  into  the  labors  of  the  artisan, 
and  tbe  researches  of  the  scholar.  It  should  be 
the  atmosphere  by  which  we  should  be  ans- 
tained  and  strengthened,  and  from  which  we 
shonld  receive  buoyancy  and  vigor  to  perform 
the  duties  of  good  citizens  and  patriots. 

The  connection  between  the  GoTemment  and 
the  people  of  this  nmon,  Ur.  H.  looked  upon 
as  a  great  partnerdup.  Thereahonld  be  aoom- 
mon  credit  or  ^ecredit,  a  common  honor  or 
dishonor,  a  common  interest  in  all  things  be- 
tween tiiem.  The  distress,  if  there  be  any,  of 
the  Government  should  he  reflected  npon  the 
people.  The  arm  oi  power  shonld  not  be 
wielded  over  the  govemed,  to  be  looked  up  to 
as  paramount  The  people  should  not,  while 
standing  anddst  disoontoit^  embarraBsmoit,  | 
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and  perplezi^,  be  insulted  by  the  spectacle  of 
their  Ckivemment  walking  &ee,  unfettered,  un- 
embarrassed, and  in  prosperity. 

Mr.  H.  remarked  that  it  had  been  sud  that 
this  was  no  new  proposition ;  that  En^and  and 
France  had  Aimisned  examples  of  sinular 
schemes ;  and  not  long  since  (though  perhaps 
not  parliamentary  to  allude  particmarly  to  it 
on  that  floor)  the  great  Mormon  of  this  golden 
biUe,  (Mr.  Bbhton,  of  th^  Senate,)  had  instanced 
Borne  also  as  fbrnishing  a  nmilar  example.  In. 
reply  to  theae  idlndfMis,  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  tiie 
diffbrenoe  between  the  institatlau  d  Sngland 
and  France  and  those  of  our  own  country,  and 
asked,  why  not  model  onr  whole  Government 
npon  those  examples  t  Why  not  establish  the 
"  divine  right  of  Jongs  "  principle  throughout ; 
create  a  standing  army,  authorize  a  system  ok 
passports,  and  aU  the  rest  f  And  Bome,  too ; 
Rome  hiM  her  qaKstors,  or  pablio  treasurers  1 
Yes,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  she  had ;  and  they  "  grew 
by  what  they  fed  on."  They  followed  the 
Roman  eagles  to  conqnest,  and,  in  every  sitoa- 
tion,  were  ever  the  links  between  the  worn- 
down  people  and  the  overbearing  Government. 

Ur.  fi.  alluded  to  the  provinons  of  the  bill 
before  the  committee.  The  pablio  money  is  to 
be  given  bv  the  EzecutiTe  to  the  diffmnt  dia- 
bursing  officers.  Defidoation  would  msoe  da- 
faloation,  as  the  consequence  of  this  providKm. 
Besides  the  direct  pilfering  lud  frauds  oi  the 
officers  who  will  have  the  chai^  of  the  public 
revenues,  there  would  be  tbe  brawling  syco- 
phant, and  the  nnsompulous  partisan,  whose 
very  bread  would  depend  upon  his  subserviency 
to  Executive  dictation.  He  did  not  allude  more 
to  one  administration  Hbam  to  another.  This 
would  ever  he  the  case,  were  this  bill  to  be- 
come a  law.  In  case  of  an  election  depending 
in  any  State,  or  district,  or  town,  there  would 
be  aadl  on  thepartasanofflodudder'aexertioiu. 
On  cme  ride  wmdd  be  his  homsly,  and  on  the 
other  his  office ;  and  he  would  console  himself 
while  making  the  sacrifice  of  Uie  fwmer  to  tbe 
latter,  that  the  bread  of  his  wife  and  duldren 
depended  npon  it.  And  who  will  call  the  de- 
fanlter  in  snob  a  esse  to  account  ?  The  Execu- 
tive? This  would  never  be;  and,  as  to  the 
Congress !  That,  too,  was  powerless.  Hie 
proceedings  of  the  last  Congress,  under  umilar 
circumstances  to  those  described,  afforded  a 
sqffioient  proof  that  this  was  so. 

Here  Mr,  H.  alluded  to  the  novel  and  mon- 
strous doctrine  which  had  been  broached  under 
the  late  administration,  that  every  officer  of  the 
Government  was  accountable  to  the  Executive 
alone ;  and  he  onify  to  the  impeaching  power 
of  Oragress;  and  insisted  that  no  peof^  w«« 
ever  strong  enough  to  redst  the  nnion  oi  the 
purse  and  sword' of  Government. 

If  the  bill  passes,  he  contended  the  money 
of  tiie  people  would  not  be  safe ;  it  would  be 
less  safe  than  in  banks,  where  tbe  stockholders* 
interests  require  the  selection  of  careful  direc- 
tors and  officers,  and  where  there  were  many 
hands,  and  not  a  ao^9  hand,  to  guard  those 
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inienstM.  And  to  thl*  point  Hr.  H.  read  from 
the  OonffewkKud  Debates  of  1885,  an  oiHni<»i 
of  one  vho  fae  wished  eonld  take  a  part  in  that 
debate,  and  sustain  the  Tiews  he  had  onoe  ex- 
pr^wd,  and  which  he  would  now  qaot&— Tiews 
which  be  was  confident  t^e  high  regard  for  his 
fflrinfons,  entertained  by  the  members  of  that 
House,  would  lead  them  to  regard  with  great 
respect ;  he  alluded  to  Mr.  Speaker  Polk,  who, 
in  the  course  of  a  debate  in  18SS,  had  said  that 
"  corporations  were  safer  than  anr  individual 
could  be,  as  tiie  depontorj  of  public  moneys," 
because  corporations  were  bound  together  by 
the  strongest  ties  of  interest,  with  an  immense 
a^^regate  of  wealth,  whloh  flmdalwd  a  safe 
aecaritj^  fto. 

Mr.  HmrasB,  of  Tlivinia,  aSA:  Ur.  Speaker, 
I  arise  imderthe  ptinnil  sense  tiiat  I  am  asking 
almost  too  much  of  this  committee,' when  I 
throw  myself  upon  its  indnlgenoe  whilst  I  ex- 
press my  views  in  relation  to  the  subject  be- 
fore  us.  But  onr  present  portion  is  highly 
responsible ;  the  consequences  of  onr  action  in 
the  existing  crisis  may  be  lasting  to  the  conn- 
try,  and  I  wish  to  be  heard  in  vindication  of  the 
principles  which  will  govern  my  course.  We 
stand,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  a  great  commercial 
revolution ;  we  have  Just  witiiessed  an  explo- 
sion in  the  credit  gjebem^  throogb  which  the 
stream  of  capital  oireolates  and  din>enBes  its 
mighty  agency  to  the  ooantty.  Ola  dumnels 
have  l)een  abandoned,  new  ones  are  being 
formed ;  and  now,  sir,  wlien  every  inHtitntion 
of  the  land  is  trembling  under  the  shook,  and 
our  most  important  interests  are  sympathizing 
with  the  distress  in  the  cironlating  system  of 
the  body  politic,  the  eyes  of  the  people  are 
turned  in  anxions  solicitude  npon  onr  course. 

They  have  suffered  with  exemplary  patience 
under  calamities  which  wonld  have  goaded 
almost  any  other  people  to  tumult  and  blood- 
shed ;  and  they  have  even  forebome  to  speak 
forth  titieir  grievances,  as  if  fearful  that  the 
clamor  might  disturb  the  preeenoe  of  mind  of 
those  whose  peculiar  task  it  was  to  work  the 
ship  of  state  off  the  lee  shore  upon  which  it  was 
driring^"  ifee  tumultuf,  nte  qtan;  "  but  there 
is  that  state  of  deep  and  silent  sn^mise  which 
more  forcibly  than  by  words  seems  to  say  that, 
upon  t^is  occasion,  "  our  country  expects  every 
man  to  do  his  duty."  I  feel,  sir,  a  most  pain- 
ful sense  of  the  re^KmsIbili^  of  my  position. 
On  the  one  hand,  I  know  that  he  cannot  be 
Justified  on  the  plea  of  ignorance,  who  lightly 
tampers  with  the  important  interests  now  con- 
cerned in  onr  action ;  and,  on  the  other,  if  per- 
sonal oi:  party  considerations  were  to  deter  me 
from  doing  whatever  may  be  done  for  the  relief 
of  the  country,  I  feel  that  my  name  wonld  de- 
serve to' be  pursued  through  all  posterity  with 
execrations.  I  might,  perhaps,  escape  i^on- 
sibtlity  by  declaring  that,  as  I  had  nothing  to 
do  in  producing  the  present  distress,  so  I  was 
bound  to  do  nothing  towards  restoring  things 
to  a  sounder  c<mdition.  Sir,  X  soom  the  excuse. 
I  think  I  see  something  whioh  may  be  done  for 
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the  good  (tf  the  ooantryf  and  I  am  willing  to 
share  the  responsibility  with  those  who  will 
attempt  it.  In  taking  my  course,  I  form  no 
new  connections,  I  mure  no  alliances ;  I  act  u 
I  was  sent  here  to  act.  I  legislate  not  ftv 
party,  but  for  the  good  of  our  common  coun- 
try. I  tread  all  personal  and  party  considera- 
tions into  the  dust,  when  th^  present  them- 
selves in  competition  with  the  most  important 
interests  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Ohariman,  if  I  can  free  this  Government 
from  a  corrupting  connection,  if  I  can  aid  in 
so  moulding  its  action  as  to  remove  the  oamee 
by  which  it  has  disturbed  the  natural  level  of 
our  dnndating  cajdtal,  and  advance  one  mora 
step  towards  vaaH  pofect  f^^edom  whidi  AmeN 
ican  trade  ought  to  cqjoy,  I  shall  be  content,  be 
my  own  fate  what  it  may ;  bat  if  I  shonld  un- 
fortunately work  hann  where  Z  mean  good,  I 
shall  only  r^;ret  that  others  will  suffer  under 
the  oonseqnenoes  of  my  mistake.  But,  tdr,  I 
turn  from  tiiese  considerations  to  the  great 
question  before  us.  How  can  we  exercise  the 
powers  ^ven  ns  by  tiie  constitution,  and  re- 
mould the  fiscal  action  of  the  Government,  so 
as  to  relieve  the  country  of  its  sufferings,  and 
prevent  their  recnrrence  again  t  It  has  been 
well  said  that  debt  is  the' evil  under  which  we 
are  suffering.  The  real  balance  o(  trade  has 
been  agunat  us ;  the  fbrefcn  creditor  demanded 
the  adjustment  of  this  balance  in  specie ;  ud 
the  currency  system  of  the  confltry,  having 
been  inflated  beyond  its  just  dimennon&  was 
anable  to  meet  tiie  demand  for  a  conversion  ao 
sudden.  What,  then,  can  be  done,  sir,  to  re-- 
lieve  the  people  from  this  pressure  ?  There  are 
but  two  modes  of  t^iief  from  debt;  the  one 
consists  in  its  payment,  and  the  other  palliates 
the  evil  by  obtaining  time,  so  as  to  divide  be- 
tween several  years  the  burden  which  is  too 
heavy  for  one.  It  is  obvious  that,  as  a  Govern- 
ment, we  have  neither  the  right  nor  the  means 
ot  paying  the  debt.  Governments  may  mend 
money,  but  they  never  make  it ;  and  weir  at* 
tempts  at  pditical  alohony  have  always  resolU 
ed,  like  the  v^  search  alter  the  philost^ber'a 
stone,  in  more  expense  than  profit. 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chainnan,  by  MoOul- 
loch,  one  of  the  ablest  political  economiste  of 
the  present  day,  that  our  flvstem  of  banking  is 
the  worst  in  the  world.  I  will  not  stop  now 
to  institute  that  comparison,  or  to  examine  bis 
conclnsion;  but  I  shall  demonstiiito  tiiat  its 
natural  tendencies  are  to  produce  a  state  <A 
things  like  the  present,  if  I  succeed  in  showing, 
first,  that  it  causes  a  false  distribution  of  cap- 
ital, and,  secondly,  that  it  creates  a  diseased 
action  in  the  oreuit  and  cnrrenoy  qntema  bf 
forming  an  improper  connection  betweeai  than. 

Aeoovding  to  onr  banking  policy  thest  laati* 
totaons  have  the  exdiirive  ng^fr  of  maUng  a 
t^per  oarrett<7';  and  their  paper  is  only  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  public  dues.  To  these 
exclusive  priril^^es  they  unite  the  power  <ii 
drawing  interest  from  an  amount  greatly  ex- 
cee^ng  th^  cqiitals.    Take,  in  coDDeotiom 
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with  this,  the  nsniy  laws,  whioh  exist,  I  he- 
lieve,  in  all  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  yon 
have  the  result  that  capital,  loaned  through 
bank  agencj,  will  draw  an  interest  greatly  ez- 
oeediog  that  which  any  other  capitaliBt  can  de- 
rive  mm  money  lent  The  loanable  capital  of 
the  eonn^  will  of  ooane  seek  ibtA  inveBtment, 
and  fill  those  channels  ot  oircolation  b^bre  it 
reaches  any  other ;  the  consequences  of  the  ar- 
tificial direction  thus  given  to  capital,  is  its  UHm 
distribution  between  the  different  sections  of 
that  country,  and  the  different  classes  of  society 
in  tiiat  country,  in  which  banks  have  those  ez- 
olnsiTO  privileges.  The  loanable  capital  will 
■eek  the  places  in  which  these  institntions  exist, 
uotU  it  has  exhaoBted  the  demand  for  it  there, 
before  it  reaches  those  portions  of  the  same 
coanti7  in  which  banks  do  not  exist.  It  will 
do  so,  beoanse,  through  bank  agency,  it  can  de- 
rive more  than  the  legal  interest  within  the 
sphere  of  its  operations,  whilst  beyond  that 
M^Mre  its  profits  ore  coimiied  to  that  interest 
The  fcystem  establishes,  in  effect,  a  bonnty  upon 
cndtu  lent  to  the  meroantile,  and  those  classes 
iroow  labor  brings  a  q>eedy  return,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  ogrionltnnsts,  whose  retnms  are 
■loir.  Loans  fer  thirty  or  eix^  days  are  oh- 
Tionsly  more  profitable  than  those  for  longer 
periods.  It  is  the  difference  between  simple 
and  compound  interest  The  merchant,  there- 
fore, whose  outlay  is  speedily  retnmed  to  him, 
can  thus  affdrd  to  de^  in  these  short  credits, 
whilst  the  agriculturist,  whose  returns  are  gen- 
enerally  annual,  finds  himself  forced  to  pay 
compound,  for  what  the  merchant  retnms  only 
idmple  interest.  The  effect  of  this  is  so  much 
fidt  although  its  causes  are  perhaps  not  gen- 
erally nndwstood,  that  in  my  State  it  is  reeaved 
almost  as  an  adage,  that  no  farmer  can  afford 
to  go  into  bank.  There  is  yrt  another  mode, 
dr,  in  which  the  system  produces  a^false  distri- 
bution of  capital.  The  available  profits  of  these 
institutions,  within  the  limits  presented  to  them, 
are  so  great  that  they  may  become  credit  in- 
surance offices.  The  direotArs,  under  these  ex- 
traordinary advantages,  may  run  the  risk  of 
insuring  a  favorite^s  credit  when  it  is  donbtful, 
when  ho  may  have  no  real  resources,  and  thus 
the  fhir  trader  will  be  injured  by  the  reckless  and 
often  ruinous  competition  of  these  men,  who 
have  nothing  in  fbct  to  lose.  This,  sir,  will 
alwa^  himen  when  a  bank  has  supplied  the 
demands  of  good  onstomers  without  reaching 
the  limits  of  dronlation  prescribed  to  them. 
The  temptation  to  run  tins  risk  is  so  strong 
that  they  too  often  yield  to  it. 

I  come  now,  then,  to  the  false  and  artificial 
laws  of  expansion  and  contraction,  which  are 
introduced  into  our  currency  and  credit  (as  I 
maintain)  by  the  banking  system  as  it  exists 
here.  Inst^td  of  leaving  currency  and  credit 
to  the  regulation  o{  the  great  laws  ordained  by 
nature  for  that  purpose,  iiutead  of  leaving  them 
to  that  Belf-r^ulating  power  which  would  adapt 
them  to  the  changing  condition  of  society,  and 
harmonize  them  with  each  otiier,  our  Govem- 
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ments  vainly  practise  their  political  alchemyi 
to  the  injury,  and  sometimes  to  the  destruction 
of  both.  At  their  very  creation,  we  arm  these 
oorporations  with  incompatible  functions.  We 
unite  in  tiiem  the  money-making  and  the 
money-lending  powers ;  and  what,  air,  ore  the 
inevitable  consequenoes  ?  Wfay,  they  make  as 
much  money  as  possible,  that  uiey  may  have 
the  more  to  lend.  They  have  a  direct  interest  in 
issuing  aa*maGih  ss  pwedble,  and  they  always 
do  it  When  their  capitals  are  loaned  out,  they 
cannot  add  a  dollar  to  the  credit  of  the  ommtry, 
without  making  a  like  addition  to  the  currency. 
The  latter,  under  this  system,  is  swelled  to  an 
undue  proportion,  and  when  once  it  is  beyond 
its  levd,  its  overflow  la  inevitable.  Debase  it 
in  the  least  de|:ree,  and  its  downward  tendency 
is  ever  increasmg.  The  moment  you  increase, 
in  this  way,  the  nominal  or  money  price  of 
commodities,  the  catastrophe  is  unavoidable. 
The  merchant  who  deals  annually  in  $10,000 
of  bank  credit,  when  wheat  was  (1  per  Inisbel, 
will  require  |20,000  of  the  like  cradEl  to  deal  in 
the  same  quantity  of  gnun.  The  banks  whibh 
supplied  ^e  demand  for  credit,  when  wheat 
was  at  one  dollar,  are  unable  to  meet  that  de- 
mand, when  it  is  at  double  its  former  price. 
The  cry  is,  therefore,  "  more  banks,"  and  more 
paper  money  is  the  consequence,  until  the  pro- 
portion between  the  curreucy  and  the  material 
wealth  of  that  country  is  greater  than  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  If  tiie  real  balance  of  trade 
then  turns  for  a  moment  against  us,  a  great 
commercial  catastrophe  occurs.  And  even  if 
this  should  not  be  the  case,  the  trade  in  cor 
currracy  becomes  more  profitable  than  that  in 
our  commodities.  This  curren<7  pronuaes  to 
be  convertible  into  Bp»^e^  whioh  is  of  unifonn 
TSlne  ererywhm.  The  conBtitntion  of  this 
country  requires  that  it  dioold  be  so  oouTerti- 
ble,  and  when  the  paper  currency  is  pnrdiased 
with  commodities,  the  holder  seeks  a  rediciip- 
tion  of  the  pledge  to  pay  in  specie. 

If  the  State  Governments  will  have  a  paper 
currency,  this  is  undoubtedly  the  safest  mode 
in  which  they  can  put  it  forth.  But  a  paper 
currency  put  forth  by  Government  on  any  other 
principle,  will  always  have  the  unfortunate  ef- 
fect of  continually  changing  the  measure  of 
value  by  which  contracts  are  to  be  adjnsted. 
Bifferent  Gov«imients  adopt  different  rules  of 
issne.  The  proportion  of  pap«r  etoTeoxj  to 
material  wealth  is  ££toeat  in  each.  A  nun 
contraots,  expecting  to  deliver  by  <me  standard, 
and  owing  to  its  change  is  &n»d  to  deliver 
another.  He  receives,  perhaps,  in  ounces,  and 
is  forced  to  return  in  potdids.  This  i^joriona 
change  in  the  relations  between  debtor  and 
creditor,  leads  to  disasters  and  suffering  so 
often  witnessed  that  I  need  not  depict  tiiem. 
Other  Governments  have  means  of  palliating 
the  evils  of  this  sudden  change  in  the  measure 
of  value,  not  within  our  reMh.  When  a  de- 
mand is  made  for  a  sudden  adjnatmeut  in  specie, 
of  contracts  formed  under  the  expectation  that 
they  are  to  he  redeemed  in  pi^r,  these  Gor- 
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emmeiitB  can,  aad  always  do,  interefere  to  pre- 
Tent  this  change  in  the  relationa  between  debtor 
H/ai  creditor.  Thej  make  the  paper  a  legal 
toider  between  man  and  man.  Indeed,  the 
En^ish  QoTenunent  seenu  to  be  well  aware 
of  the  neoeamly  of  making  paper  oarrencj  a 
tendffi*,  after  it  U  once  inaed ;  it  sees  so  dearlj 
that  contracts  will  alwajs  be  made  under  the 
expectation  of  redeeming  them  in  this  paper, 
and  that  it  -would  be  impossible  to  force  their 
a^jnstment  in  specie,  that  it  has  made  the  paper 
of  the  Bank  of  Ensdand  a  legal  tender  by  a 
standing  law  of  tiie  land.  Here  we  can  resort 
to  no  such  expedient.  Kothing  but  gold  and 
ulver  can  be  made  a  legal  tender ;  a  point  of 
difference  which  no  American  statesman  should 
lose  sight  of.  What  folly  is  iL  then,  to  intro- 
duce by  le^slation  a  standard  of  measure  in 
ib»  formatiMi  of  oontnt^  vhi<ih  can  always 
be  altered  by  the  creditor  at  his  Reason,  in 
despite  of  onr  laws  I  Bow  Tsat  and  onnpiex 
is  uie  frand  whidi  we  thoa  practise  npoa  our 
otizens,  when  we  indirectly  force  them  to  con- 
tract by  one  standard,  whilst  the  constitution 
requires  them  to  pay  by  another  I  If  a  law 
were  passed  requiring  eveiy  man  who  had  con- 
tracted to  deliver  a  bnsbel  of  com  to  deliver 
two,  the  injustice  would  not  be  greater,  nor  the 
mischief  more,  than  onr  p^>er  currency  has 
often  produced. 

But,  Mr.  Churman,  much  aa  I  object  to  the 
connectaoQ  between  this  Government  and  the 
banks,  on  account  of  tlie  disturbing  causes 
which  I  think  it  iutroduoes  into  the  action  of 
the  eorreacy  and  credit  ajitena  ol  tiw  country, 
I  have  another  objection  atill  more  powerftil. 
I  never  wish  to  see  the  buiks  oonverted  into 
political  engines  again.  Of  all  the  enormous 
additions  which  have  been  made  to  Executive 
patronage,  in  late  years,  I  regarded  its  conneo- 
tion  with  the  State  banks  as  the  most  fearfnl. 
The  army  of  oflce-holders,  though  you  should 
count  them  as  100,000  strong,  would  confer  not 
half  the  power  upon  the  I^eontive  which  the 
possession  of  the  State  bimks  would  ^ve  to 
him.  Convert  them  into  political  engines  to 
be  worked  by  his  hands ;  give  him  the  control 
over  the  exchanges  and  onrreaoy  of  the  conn- 
try  ;  ffive  him  the  dispeiuatiMi  of  bank  &Tor8, 
and  if  he  were  disptwed  to  use  them  tar  per- 
sonal advancement,  he  would  sewn  your  titie 
of  king,  and  yonr  gewgaw  of  a  crown,  as  if  the 
offer  intimated  a  doubt  of  his  absolate  author- 
ity without  them.  If  the  choice  of  means  were 

fiven  to  a  wise  king,  who  wished  to  maintain 
is  power,  he  would  not  choose  a  nobility,  said 
to  be  the  natural  support  of  the  crown,  but  he 
would  ask  for  some  nondreds  of  corporations, 
wielding  the  money  power  of  the  whole  coun- 
try. He  would  ask  for  those  whose  delibef  a- 
tions  might  be  secret,  whose  agenta  mi^t  be 
invisible,  and  whose  march  upon  th^  purpose 
oonld  only  be  diverted  by  that  impulse  of  inter- 
est vUoh  he  alone  conld  regolate.  Give  him 
these,  dr,  and  he  would  despise  your  standing 
armiev  and  your  orders  of  nobilitr  aa  onmbrona 
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devices,  unworthy  of  the  refinement  of  the  spirit 
of  modem  despotism.  Mr.  Cliairman,  I  have 
always  regarded  the  connection  between  bank 
and  State  In  this  ooontry  as  a  ooqjanotnre  most 
ominons  to  our  liberties.  Vse  the  pnl^  money 
to  buy  up  the  State  banks  for  the  nae  of  tfais- 
GoTeniment,  or  of  .its  £xeoative  branch,  and 
yon  at  once  oonrert  them  into  political  engines, 
yon  deprive  the  States  of  the  control  of  their 
own  inBtitntions,  and  you  place  tiie  people 
under  the  dominion  of  a  league  of  coiporate 
influences.  Endow  a  moneyed  corporation  wiUi 
the  functions  of  Government,  and  you  behold 
at  once  Uie  most  rathless  of  all  despotisms ;  and 
the  history  of  human  suffering  and  of  East  In- 
dian oppresdon  is  not  silent  upon  this  subject 
You  may  place  the  worst  of  men  in  authority, 
and  he  will  haTe  some  toj^ch  of  human  feeling; 
Kot  so  with  a  moused  corporation.  It  delib- 
erates in  secret ;  it  moTcs  oy  the  power  cS  a 
m^oiity,  with  no  soise  of  personal  and  indi- 
Tidual  renxmdlnlify  at  the  bar  of  pubUo  opin- 
ion ;  and  it  is  governed  by  the  single  impulae 
of  interest  You  cannot  move  it  to  pity  for  the 
ju-esent,  or  to  remorse  for  the  past ;  for  its  ao- 
non  is  mechanical,  and  not  under  the  influence 
of  feeling  or  of  soul.  I  protest,  then,  sir,  against 
any  attempt  to  bind  the  moneyed  oorporationa 
to  one  government,  and  by  one  oommon  polit- 
ical purpose.  I  have  fpven  my  reasons  for  ob- 
jecting to  any  connection  betwe^  bank  and 
State,  and,  perhaps  it  may  be  reasonably  re- 

auired  of  me  to  sn^nest  some  better  plan  for 
leoostodyttf the pwUo  treasure.  Iftheselee- 
tion  were  left  to  me,  fdrjj[  Aould  adopt  Uie 
plan  of  q>e<nal  deporits.  Tb«  General  Govern- 
ment ahould  be  indepmdent  of  the  banks  as  to 
the  medium  in  which  its  reTenoes  are  ooilleoted, 
and  banks  would  be  independent  of  the  Gov- 
emment  when  they  were  no  longer  exposed  to 
the  power  of  its  rewards  through  the  priTilege 
of  trading  upon  the  public  deposits.  If  such 
an  arrangement  could  be  effect^  b^  giving  the 
banks  a  fair  compensation  for  keepmg  the  pub- 
lic money,  at  the  same  time  that  Uiey  were 
effectually  restrained  from  udng  it,  I  should 
much  prefer  it  to  the  scheme  proposed  by  tiie 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The  pecuniary 
responribility  would  be  greater  than  that  of  in- 
dividual collectors,  and  Ha  custody  of  the  publio 
revenue  would,  perhaps,  be  safer.  But  the  chief 
recommendation  woud  be  in  the  means  which 
this  plan  would  afford  the  rejveaentatiTea  of  the 
people  to  ascert^n  the  state  of  the  pnblic 
money,  if  at  any  time  thdre  was  oansq  to  sus- 
pect either  the  abiUty  or  the  honesty  of  fba 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  .  I  shall  not  fatigue 
the  committee,  however,  with  tiie  details  of  a 
scheme  which  I  shall  not  propose  by  way  of 
amendment,  aa  there  would  be  no  reasonable 
prospect  of  its  adoption  at  present  I  should 
greatiy  prefer  a  biU  carefully  framed  upon  thia 
basis  to  the  one  now  before  ns;  bat  I  nve  to 
that  the  de<dded  prefweuce  over  the  other  al- 
ternatives, of  a  United  Statu  Bank,  or  the  cmb- 
nectitm  between  the  Ooremment-aiid  the  State 


Digitized  by  Google 


6S0 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 


H.  or  K.;i 

banks.  Doubtless,  there  will  be  dtffiotiUies  at- 
tendant upon  anr  aoheme  for  regnlaling  the  ca»- 
todj  of  the  publie  revenue.  The  money  power, 
In  m  its  combinations,  presents  the  most  diffi- 
cult problem  to  be  solved  in  the  science  of  GloT- 
emment.  Rut  we  must  choose  the  best  plan 
within  our  reach.  It  is  idle  to  expect  perfec- 
tion in  a  system  of  finance.  I  go,  sir,  for  Qxb 
great  principle  of  divorce^  without  committing 
myself  to  the  spedfio  details  of  this  hill  farther 
than  by  the  ezpresnon  ct  a  preference  for  them 
over  Uie  connection  between  bank  and  State. 
la.  that  comparison,  I  have  aattsfied  myself  ihat 
it  does  not  increase  EzeoutiTe  patronage  as  its 
opponentR  maintain ;  nor  do  I  believe  tnat  its 
tendency  will  be  to  retard  the  resamption  of 
apeoie  paymenta.  It,  in  &ct,  diminishes  the 
Executive  patronage  by  a  lai^er  amount  than 
any  other  reform  ever  proposed  under  this  Gov- 
ernment. It  subtracts  the  entire  amonnt  of 
iHmk  patronage  from  the  Executive,  and,  in 
oomparison  with  titis,  the  few  additional  officers 
to  be  created  are  as  nothing.  How  is  this  hill, 
sir,  to  retard  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks  I  They  will  be  afrtud,  it  is  said, 
of  runs  upon  them  for  specie  to  be  paid  for 
public  dnes.  This  objection,  sir,  is  more  spe- 
cious than  valid.  The  qnart«^  receipts  of  tnis 
GoTemment  will  range  from  six  to  tight  mil- 
lions. The  greatest  possible  amount  of  the  ad- 
dition to  he  made  to  the  leffal  currency,  under 
this  bilL  woold  be  six  or  eight  millions,  and,  in 
point  of  fact,  I  am  informed  that  a  far  leas  sum 
would  suffice,  as  the  public  money  is  pud  oat 
nearly  as  fast  as  it  comes  in.  Is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed, sir,  that  the  eight  hundred  banks  of  this 
country  could  not  meet  such  a  requisition,  if 
they  were  ready  in  other  respects  for  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  ?  But,  nr,  in  point 
of  fitct,  the  requisition  for  specie  upon  the  banks, 
or  upon  the  country,  under  this  bilL  cannot 
amonnt  to  a  dollar  if  these  Treasury  drafts  be 
Issned  for  circulation,  as  I  presume  will  be  the 
case.  They  furnish  more  than  enouj^  of  me- 
dium for  tiie  collection  of  our  revenues.  The 
banks,  "Mr.  Ghurman,  cannot  resnme  specie 
payments  generally  until  the  foreign  debt  is 
nearly  or  wholly  liquidated.  When  that  Is 
done,  if  they  will  elevate  the  value  of  their  cur- 
rency to  tiie  par  of  specie,  partiy  by  curt^ling 
their  circolation  gradnally,  and  within  the  limit 
of  the  present  discount  upon  their  paper,  and 
partly  by  a  judicious  command  of  exchanges  for 
converting  their  own  obligations,  they  may  then 
safely  resume  ^>ecie  payments.  Whenever  their 

Eaper  will  command  its  par  in  specie  in  the  mar- 
et,  they  may  safely  undertake  to  g^ve  specie 
for  it  tbemstivea.  lliis  I  believe  to  be  the  only 
true  mode  of  Acting  the  resumption,  and  this 
(^>eration  is  entirely  indq>endent  of  the  fiscal 
action  of  Uie  Government.  Bely  upon  iL  sir, 
that  a  q>eedy  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
any  other  means  would  be  impracticable,  with- 
out producing  more  distress  than  we  have  yet 
seeu  in  the  oonunnnity.  To  take  tbeir  depre- 
dated p^er  in  payment  of  the  public  cufiB, 
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would  rob  them  of  all  inducement  to  resume, 
as  the  Government  cre^t  would  thus  be  w<n1li 
more  to  tbem  than  it  would  Iw  if  their  fuper 
was  convertible. 

Kr.  Habon,  of  Virginia,  said:  Hy  great  ob- 
jections to  the  measures  proposed  in  this  htR 
are,  that  they  oro  not  at  all  comraenrorat©  with 
the  exigencies  of  the  times ;  they  do  not  meet 
the  real  difficulty.  The  hill  simply  ordains  that 
the  Government,  after  a  limited  time,  will  re- 
'  ceive  nothing  bat  gold  and  silver  in  payment 
of  public  dues,  and  will  intrust  its  keeping  to 
its  own  officers  alone.  Now,  if  there  were  a 
creative  power  in  our  law ;  1^  by  this  simple 
enactment,  the  bank  paper  could  be  driven  out 
of  tircolation,  "back  whence  it  came,  and  the 
precious  metals  substituted  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ties U>  meet  the  wants  of  society,  as  well  as  the 
demands  of  the  revenue,  the  chief  ground  of 
my  oppontion  would  be  at  once  removed.  I 
can  well  see,  from  tiie  experience  we  have  bad 
of  the  evil  tendencies  of  the  lianks  to  excesriva 
issues,  (and  such,  at  present,  axe  my  decided 
impresnons,)  that,  whenever  the  cuirencjr  is 
placed  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  tribute^  the 
tme  policy  of  Government  may  be  found  to  be 
to  exact  its  dues  altogether  in  coin,  and  to 
withhold  its  wvaoA.  wMe  resting  betveen  tti 
odleotion  and  its  dubnraement,  from  the  use 
of  banks,  as  a  fimd  to  increase  their  disooonta. 
My  reasons  for  this  I  wiU  a^ve  hereafter,  whai 
treating  of  the  jnnper  poritbns  which  the  Gov- 
ernment may  nlllmately  assume  toward  the 
State  banks. 

The  bill  is  to  operate  upon  the  current  as  it 
now  is;  for  we  have  not  only  no  guarantee 
that  it  will  be  found  in  an  improved  condition 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  (the  limited  time,) 
but  it  is  susceptible  almost  of  demonstration 
that  one  necessary  consequence  from  the  pro- 
posed law  will  be  to  continue  the  currency  In 
Its  present  debased  oonditimL 

The  precious  metals,  all  will  agree,  are  now 
banishM  team  circulation,  Th^  are  in  Ihe 
'  countT7, 1  grant  you,  and  in  sufficient  qnanti- 
ties,  perhaps,  to  answer  their  accustomed  datj 
of  circalatmg  in  those  channels  below  the  reaot 
of  bank  paper ;  but  they  no  longer  pass  team 
hand  to  hand  as  a  medinm  of  exchange.  Their 
former  exchangeable  valne  has  been  converted, 
by  the  course  of  trade  to  which  I  have  alladed, 
to  a  value  exclusively  marketable;  and  thm 
they  have  fallen  back,  and  are  entirely  merged 
in  the  common  and  general  mass  of  merchan- 
dise. Spetde,  whether  in  coin  or  in  buUioo,  is 
now  merchan^se,  and  not  money;  and  those 
who  requira  it  fw  any  purpose  must  go  into  the 
market  and  buy  it  at  nuricet  rates,  as  they 
would  any  kmd  of  merehandiae  whatever. 
How  lon^  thfflif  is  this  state  of  things  to  con- 
tinue? How  long  win  this  mariratable  vatoe 
attach,  which  detwns  the  coin  from  its  most 
appropriate  Amotion  as  current  money  t  And 
by  what  process  can  it  be  restored  to  circula- 
tion? 

The  answer  to  the  two  first  inquiries  is  rtirj 
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rimple.  Speoie  vUl  oontmoe  to  be  merehan* 
diB6y  BO  long  as  there  exista  anj  demand  for  It 
greater  than  that  which  would  invite  or  retain 
it  in  ciroolation.  It  was  driven  ont  of  circola- 
lion  b J  the  demand  for  exportation,  after  the 
business  of  the' country  had  realized  the  fact 
that  our  exporta  were  insufficient  to  pa;  for  our 
imports.  The  balance  must  be  met,  and  the 
preoioDS  metala  were  called  ont  of  eironlation 
to  answer  this  new  demand.  It  ia  a  necessary 
and  flmdamental'  law  <tf  onrrenoy^  that  where 
you  have  two  media,  of  which  either  answers 
all  the  purposes  of  exchange,  and  one  of  them, 
beudes  those  purposes,  will  answer  another 
purpose  as  a  subject  of  trade,  tiie  latter  will  fly 
at  once  to  meet  the  new  demanc^  and  leave  the 
duties  of  currency  exclusively  to  its  fellow. 

80  it  was  between  the  paper  and  the  specie, 
when,  by  the  exigencies  of  trade,  the  latter  was 
suddenly  called  off  to  meet  the  new  demand 
created  by  the  necesiiity  in  commerce,  of  extin- 
guiahing  the  halancea  agfunst  our  importers. 
There  is  no  mystery  in  ail  this.  Imports  are 
to  be  paid  for  from  those  two  sources  alone : 
by  the  produce  and  kbor  of  the  importing  na- 
tion, or  by  gold  and  silver ;  and  whenever  the : 
fbnner  Is  found  Inadequate,  the  pre<^na  metals : 
moat  make  up  the  deficiency. 

Thus  stood  the  country  when  the  banks  sus- 
pended the  payment  of  specie.  They  hod  on 
agency,  and  a  large  agency,  I  grant  you,  in 
bringiDK  that  necessity  about;  pampering,  as 
they  did,  the  pride  of  commerce.  They  met  all 
its  demands,  honored  all  its  drafts,  as  well  in 
the  rage  for  importation,  as  In  those  extrava- 
gant epecnlations  to  which  the  apparent  pros- 
perity of  the  age  gave  birth.  But  the  banks 
are  not  alone  to  blame  in  this.  It  is  due  to  the 
occasion,  and  will  aid  us  in  seonAIng  ont  the 
tme  remedy  against  a  recurrence,  to  admit, 
candidly  and  fiurly,  tJiat  the  GoTemmeot  itself 
saw  as  little  the  misohiefe  that  woidd  fcdlow 
from  the  extension  of  thehr  credit,  as  the  banks 
did  themselves.  It  is  a  part  of  the  history  of 
the  times,  and  should  be  recorded  on  the  same 
page,  that  when  the  deposits  were  given  to  the 
State  banks,  tl\ey  were  expressly  instructed  to 
make  them  the  basis  c£  newrincentiTCB'to  oom- 
merdal  enterprise. 

I  do  not  speak  this  at  all,  sir,  in  the  spirit  of 
rebuke ;  far,  Yerj  Car  from  it.  I  adduce  it  only 
to  show  that  tne  Government  itself^  agiun^ 
whom,  as  some  have  saul,  the  banks  have  com- 
mitted the  unpadrdcmable  no,  was  itadf  actively 
instigating  them  to  that  very  extenutm,  now  so 
zealously  condemned.  How  &r  the  banks 
might  have  gone  in  extending  thw  disoounta, 
upon  the  immense  deposit  thns  cast  upon  them, 
without  this  authoritative  lunt»  none  can  easily 
tell.  But  it  is  £ur  and  reason^Ie  to  infor,  that 
this  license  in  advance  did  not  pass  unim- 
proved. 

Having  stated  thus  the  actual  condition  of 
the  currency,  and  briefly  traced  the  oanses 
which  have  led  to  it,  let  us  inquire  next  what 
will  be  the  probable  operation  of  a  Jaw  that 
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takes  no  aeooont  of  its  enfiaebled  state,  but  pe- 
remptorily demands,  after  a  givra  day,  that  the 
entire  revenue,  amounting  to  some  twenty  mil- 
lions o(  dollars  per  annum,  shall  be  paid  up  in 
gold  and  silver.  One  necessary  consequence, 
in  my  apprehension,  would  be,  effectually  to 
place  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  banks  to  re- 
same  the  payment  of  specie  within  any  reason- 
able time.  How  can  it  be  otberwiac  9  They 
suspended  payment,  bec«ise  of  the  new  draoand 
for  ooin  created  by  the  exigencies  trf  trade. 
They  have  not  yet  resnmed,  because,  although 
that  demand  has  entirely  diminished,  as  shown 
by  the  rate  of  foreign  exchange,  yet  there  is  still 
demand  enongb  to  warn  (hem  of  the  conse- 
quences of  an  attempted  resumption,  before  the 
trade  of  the  country  is  in  a  fit  condition  to  bear 
it  Sir,  the  country  is  reooveriog  fast  &om  the 
violent  and  sudden  convulsion  into  which  it  has 
been  lately  thrown.  It  cannot  otiierwise  be. 
when  we  condder  the  immmise  resources  of 
this  vast  continent,  wielded,  as  they  are,  by  a 
peopl^  whose  industry  and  enterprise  acknowl- 
edge no  other  limU  than  the  very  bounds  of  the 
CBith.  6nt  the  Gtovemment  must  keep  its 
hands  oS;  time  mnst  be  allowed  for  the  sys- 
tem to  react,  before  any  new  or  addtticmal  pres- 
snre  can  l>e  borne. 

If  the  necessities  of  ciroolation  are  not  strMi^ 
enough  now  to  bring  specie  into  general  use,  as 
part  of  the  currency,  because  of  the  existing 
collateral  demand  in  trade,  does  it  not  neoee- 
sarlly  follow,  that  any  new  demand  will  have 
an  additional  effect  in  retarding  tiiat  operation? 

You  create  this  new  demand  by  the  bill 
under  consideration ;  pass  it,  and  you  at  onoe 
increase  the  premium  that  specie  already  bears 
over  the  ordinary  currency;  you  f^ve  it  in- 
creased value  in  the  market  to  the  extent  gf 
such  new  demand:  and  to  that  same  extoit 
yon  postpone  the  day  "whao.  it  can  retorn  into 
use  as  a  part  of  the  (^rcnlating  medium.  Vni^ 
that  day  comes,  it  Is  impossible  for  the  banks 
to  pay  ont  specie  upon  their  notes ;  they  never 
can  do  so,  until  the  demand  u|)on  them  is  re- 
dnced  to  a  naked  demand  for  circulation.  If  I 
am  correct  in  this  reasoning,  the  best  that  conld 
be  hoped  for  nnder  the  proposed  law  would  be, 
that  It  should  remain  a  dead  letter  upon  the 
statute  book. 

I  think  I  have  shown  that  we  conld  have  no 
return  to  a  circulation  of  specie  under  its  aus- 
pices ;  end,  if  this  be  so,  do  yon  believe,  does 
any  man  believe^  that  the  law  oould  be  carried 
intoefEbctt. 

"What,  sir,  tiiat  the  Government  alone  should 
be  paid  in  diver  and  gold,  while  those  who 
have  the  payments  to  make  receive  nothing  hat 
irredeemable  paper  t  How  vain  and  idle  it  la 
to  expect  any  such  tiling.  I^  by  any  chance^ 
or  lucky  accident,  ovemuing  those  stem  neoe»< 
sities  to  which  alt  hnman  afijurs  are  sulyect 
the  exigency  of  the  times  should  have  passed 
by,  before  your  policy  begins,  then  it  mighL 
thus  chance-&vored,  be  that  uie  scheme  could 
be  carried  oat.  But  it  becomes  us  not  to  legis- 
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late  upon  such  improbable  ocmtingencies.  X 
want  no  better  erioence  of  what  the  Goyern- 
mient  would  be  tw^re  months  henoe,  under 
tiie  operation  of  this  law,  than  what  is  now 
dailj  passing  before  onr  ejes.  There  are,  it  is 
Bi^d,  (and  I  presume  with  an  approximation  at 
least  to  the  truth,)  now  in  tbiB  country  eighty 
millions  of  dollars  in  coined  metal.  Bj  the 
existing  law,  (as  there  is  no  hank  paper  con- 
vertible into  specie,)  Qoremraeut  can  now  re- 
ceive nothing  hut  coin  in  payment  of  any  part 
of  its  revenue.  I  ask,  confidently,  is  any  part 
of  that  reveuue  so  paid  ?  "With  tiH  this  abun- 
dance of  the  precious  metals,  iblly  three  times 
as  much  as  we  hav*  had  at  any  former  period, 
do  we  not  all  know,  that  none  whatever  ia  paid 
into  the  Tremrj  from  any  aonrce  of  rerenne. 
I  mean  none,  wnen  oompared  erm  with  the 
lowest  neoesrity  of  the  pablio  eervice.  The 
mint,  it  is  true,  does  fdrnish  a  small  supply, 
barely  auffioien^  if  at  all,  to  meet  those  de- 
mand!) which  com  alone  will  satisfy.  Bat  this 
does  not  come  in  any  shape  of  revenue — far 
from  it.  It  is  purchased  by  Government,  at 
market  rates,  and  a  premium  paid  upon  every 
dollar  that  is  brought  in.  Such  is  the  present 
fltate  of  things,  under  the  bperation  of  a  hard- 
money  law,  while  the  only  money  of  the  coun- 
try is  in  irredeemable  paper;  and  each  must 
ever  continue  to  be  your  condition,  under  the 
operation  of  any  laws  that  yon  may  pass,  so 
long  as  the  money  which  yon  require  is  ban- 
ished, by  whatever  came,  from  the  channels  of 
oiroulation. 

I  lay  down;  then,  this  position,  and  defy  any 
reftitation :  Ui^  the  Government  most,  as  a 
permanent  necessity,  deal  in  that  onrreuoy  in 
which  the  people  deal ;  it  is  the  law  of  its  cre- 
ation, and  inseparable  from  its  condition.  It 
must  receive  what  the  people  receive,  and  pay 
what  they  pay — a  neoessi^  from  which  Gov- 
ernment cannot  escape  if  it  would,  and  onght 
not  if  it  could. 

I  speak  of  this  as  a  permanent  necessity,  dis- 
tinguished from  the  necessities  of  immediate 
want.  It  is  straggling  now  against  this  very 
want,  and  precisely  as  any  lai^  capltsJist 
might  equally  do,  by  using  the  resonroes  of  its 
oreuit  to  supply  the  temporary  absence  of  rev- 
enue. Have  we  not  Just  paraed  a  law,  anthor- 
izlng  an  issue  of  ten  millions  of  Treasnry  paper, 
fbr  mis  very  purpose  ?  I  mean  for  the  single 
-  purpose  of  reserving  the  Government  from  the 
necesnly  of  coming  down  at  onoe  to  the  irre- 
deemable paper  of  the  banks.  And  this  only 
to  answer  the  present  emergency;  for  it  will 
oertidnly  follow,  unless  that  medium  can  be 
restored,  in  which  alone  the  Government  is 
allowed  to  deal,  that  we  must  issue  at  least  ten 
millions  more,  before  we  return  home  from  the 
ensuing  session.  Sir,  I  went  cordially  with  yon 
in  this  use  of  OoTemment  credit;  and  I  will  do 
Bo  again  shonld  the  emergency  continue.  -  Bat 
I  im  you  fair^  and  caiwld^,  and  I  tell  the 
people,  too,  that  this  Treasury  iasne  ia  all  that 
■aivaa  we  Qoremment  now  from  coming  down 
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at  once  to  hank  p^>er.  I  say  this,  sir,  becaose 
your  revenue  l&wa  exacting  gold  and  ulver,  are 
not  and  cannot  be  6nforce£  If  yon  collect  anj 
revenue,  it  can  only  be  in  that  ver7  paper,  bfr- 
cause  there  is  niching  else  to  pay  with. 

Suppose,  then,  your  law  passed,  and  the  cnr^ 
reDoy  remain,  as  under  such  policy  it  inevital^ 
must  in  the  condition  that  it  now  is ;  what  are 
you  to  do  ?  If  you  could  enforce  the  law  then, 
I  ask  why  do  you  not  do  so  now  ? 

"Why  do  yon  not  now  compel  yoar  debtors  to 
go  into  market  and  bay  specie,  in  order  to  re- 

Elenish  the  Treasury?  So  far  from  this,  we 
ave  now  a  bill  before  us,  and  which  it  is  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  most  pass,  to  save  the  Sec- 
retary from  the  necessity  of  so  idle  an  attempt 
With  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars  now 
doe  in  New  York  alone,  so  ftr  ftom  exacting 
payment,  we  are  about  to  give  fbrther  time  cm 
all  bonds  dne  and  to  bemnne  due  between  this 
time  and  the  next  session  Congress. 

I  say,  then,  oonfidoitiy,  pass  what  law  you 
may,  yon  cannot  have  your  revennes  pud  in 

Secie,  so  long  as  it  remiUns  at  a  premiam  ;  and 
at  the  very  first  effect  of  this  law,  by  creating 
a  new  demand,  would  be  to  increase  Uie  pre- 
mium, and  thus  render  permanent  the  very  ex- 
igences to  whidi  your  lc^slati<m  ia  now  act- 
ually yielding. 

But  take  another  view  of  the  subject  Sup- 
pose the  law  carried  oat,  what  then  would  fol- 
low  t  The  importer,  b«ddra  all  other  charges 
for  freight,  insuranoe,  dntie8,'dEa,  ia  required  to 
pay  Ave  or  ten  per  centnm  for  apede  to  pay  the 
dudes.  Certainly  this  latter  would  be  added 
to  the  price  of  tiie  commodity ;  and  thus  the 
whole  effect  of  your  policy  would  he  to  tax  the 
people  to  this  extent,  in  order  that  Government 
might  deal  in  gold,  while  they  were  left  to 
struggle  on,  unaided,  against  all  the  ills  of 
worthless  paper  money. 

My  view  of  the  subject,  then,  is  that,  by  pa^ 
ing  this  law  now,  you  postpone  to  an  indefi- 
nite period  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  State  banks ;  that  until  they  do  resume, 
the  law  must  be  inoperative,  and  the  Treasniy 
BuppliecT  by  loans ;  or,  if  enforced,  bendes  cre- 
ating a  new  and  heavy  tax  upon  all  fordga 
merchandise,  the  B(de  effect  will  be  to  enrich 
the  offloe-holders,  and  all  vho  feed  uptMi  the 
public  crib,  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the 
community.  I  know,  ^r,  that  this  last  objec- 
tion has  been  scouted  as  mere  slang,  as  part  of 
a  mere  "  rabble^"  and  unworthy  ol  notice.  But 
I  tell  you  that  it  has  never  been  met  &nd  that 
it  cannot  he  overthrown.  I  do  not  believe  (and 
that  t^sbelief  is  founded  on  the  experience  of 
the  present  day)  that  such  a  law  could  be  car- 
ried out ;  but  if  it  were,  the  host  of  Govern- 
ment dependents  would  grow  rich  nnder  it 
They  would  have  money  worth  five  or  ten  dol- 
lars more  in  the  hnndreid  than  the  money  used 
by  the  people ;  and  the  people  woald  be  taxed 
to  the  extent  of  this  five  or  ten  dollars  in  the 
hundred,  to  famish  the  former  with  the  beUer 
cnrrem^. 
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The  greftfe  forotog  process  now  in  contempla- 
tion, will  work  the  very  reverse  of  what  waa 
then  80  strenuouslr  urged.  It  will  pat  all  oar 
ffolden  dreams  to  night,  of  the  halcjon  days  of 
money,  and  the  States  will  be  compelled, 
from  sheer  necessity,  to  license  once  more  the 
very  lowest  issne  of  hank  pi^r.  Seeing  these 
things,  as  I  dearly  do  in  prospect,  under  the 
cperaUoQ  of  the  proposed  law,  I  oan  bare  no 
eMee  bnt  to  ndsemy  voloe  agunst  it 

As  to  so  maoh  of  the  bill  aa  oonstitates  the 
collectors  of  the  revenue,  with  the  mint  and  its 
branches,  depositories  ai  the  pablio  money,  Z 
have  bat  litue  to  say.  It  is  pertfunlj  snUeot 
to  very  strong  ob^tions,  not  the  least  of  which 
is,  the  very  great  increase  of  patronage  to  which 
it  must  give  rise ;  and  a  patronage  of  the  most 
dangerous  iaflnence,  as  being  so  immediately 
connected  with  the  pablic  money.  Neither  is 
this  objection  at  all  answered,  when  it  ia  said 
that  the  pannage  will  be  less  than  that  ezer- 
dsed  in  the  interconrse  between  the  Oovem- 
raent  and  liie  deport  banks;  because,  by  the 
rimple  anbstdtate  of  a  special  for  a  general  de- 
pont,  all  patrraiage  will  oe  at  once  taken  away^ 
and  on  the  score  of  safefy,  the  difference  is  in- 
calculable. 

Whether  I  regard,  then,  the  pemiciona  in- 
fluence which  this  bill  most  exennse  apon  the 
currency,  if  now  enacted  into  law,  or  the  inad- 
equacy of  its  provisions  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  money,  I  am  eqnally  oonstmned  to  with- 
hold my  assent  In  the  first  aspect,  it  has 
never  been  submitted;  to  the  country,  and  haa 
had  very  little  considecation  here.  The  Inno- 
vation is  too  great,  the  transition  too  violent, 
from  all  previous  usage,  to  be  thus  suddenly 
met 

[The  debate  vu  farther  continued  by  Veamk  Bob- 
fBson,  Haynos,  Galhottn  of  Mast.,  Pope,  Cnduoin, 
and  Wm.  Cost  Jofansoa] 


PbHut,  October  IS. 
Bemuturation  /or  Louet  in  He  Florida  Cam- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  'WnrmMBT,  chairman  of 
the  Oommittee  of  Claims,  the  House  took  up 
the  bill  reported  by  that  committee,  to  amend 
the  bill  making  provision  for  the  remuneration 
of  volunteers  and  jstbers,  for  horses,  &c.,  lost  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 

ribe  Committee  of  Claims  acoompamed  this 
bill  with  a  report,  stating 

"  That  several  claims  are  presented  to  the  com- 
mittee, aridng  from  the  horses  and  saddles,  and 
other  equipage  of  disbanded  moonted  volunteera, 
hsving  been  turned  over  to  the  United  States,  by  the 
order  of  General  Jesnp,  aa  it  is  alleged,  when  said 
volunteers  were  dismiaeed  from  the  sctVIcb. 

'*  It  is  represented  to  the  committee  by  Colonel 
KiDK,  acting  adjutant  to  Colonel  Gtnlfleld's  r^ment 
(tf  Alabama  mounted  volunteers  in  Florida,  that  most 
of  thp  clsHwnla  with  whom  he  ia  acquainted  are 
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young  men  who  obtained  their  horses  and  equipage 
on  <»«dit,  and  ^t  they  are  obliged  to  look  to  the 
United  States  for  the  value  of  ttio  property  to  enable 
them  to  make  payment  to  the  persons  of  whom  they 
purchased.  HoA,  if  not  all,  m  the  dainnniB  were 
sick  at  the  time  they  were  disouased,  or  left  the  aer- 
vice  on  furiougb ;  and  it  was  thought  best  by  General 
Jegup  that  they  should  return  home  by  water,  rather 
than  encounter  the  fatigue,  hardships,  and  danger  of 
returning  homo  by  land.  The  committee,  at  title  last 
eeasion  of  Congress,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  L.  .Eenner,  whose  horse  was  turned  over  to 
the  United  States  by  the  order  df  the  eommandius 
oiBcer,  on  the  dischuge  of  said  Kenner  by  reason  of 
sickness. 

"  The  conunittee  refer  to  that  report  in  the  first 
volume  of  Reports,  No.  S.  The  number  of  clidms 
that  will  be  embraced  under  a  general  law,  Colonel 
King  ttunka  may  be  one  hondred.  It  appears  to  the 
committee  it  is  expedient  to  provide  ibr  tiua  dass  of 
cases  by  a  general  law."] 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  this  bill,  (Mr.  Bnioos  in 
the  chair,) 

Mr.  Oabteb  Bud  he  was  not  opposed  to  Hie 
bill  now  under  ccmsideration,  except  that  Ita 

Srovislons  were  not  snfficientiiy  eztendve.  It 
id  not  embrace  a  class  of  cases  real  hardship 
t^at  he  believed  existed.  He  said  he  would 
take  this  occafflon  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
committee,  and  at  the  same  time  suggest  to  the 
honorable  chairman  of  t^ie  Committee  of 
Claims,  that  there  were  among  the  volunteers 
some  cases  of  real  and  pecaliar  hardships,  that 
were  not  yet  provided  for  by  law,  althongh 
great  exertions  were  made  at  the  last  Congress 
in  their  behalf;  and  he  woold  how  tender  to 
the  honorable  ch^rman  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  his  acknowledgmenta  of  gratitude  for 
faU  asddnilT'  and  exertions  fltrcHtible  to  the  re- 
lief (tf  th»e  patriotic  yooiw  men  he  bad  the 
honor  to  reiHresent,  and  who  had  snatdned  loss- 
es in  the  service  of  their  country. 

Sir,  I  will  take  occasion  to  say  here  that,  io 
my  opinion,  (if  the  reports  be  tme  that  have 
reached  my  ears,)  the  Government  has  not 
dealt  as  kindly  and  as  liberally  as  she  shonld 
have  done  towards  the  volunteers  of  Tennes- 
Wb  provided  by  law  at  the  last  Congress, 
that  the  soldiers  or  volunteers  who  had  ren- 
dezTonsed,  were  mustered,  and  immediately 
discharged,  shoold  be  paid  one  month's  fuU 
pay ;  and,  by  the  estimates  ftimiabed  the  Com- 
mittee Oumns  by  the  War  Depurtment^  ona 
mmth's  ftdl  piyr  was  made  to  amount  tobetween 
$65  and  $70, 1  think,  periiaps,  |68  and  some 
cents ;  and,  by  the  decision  of  the  Attorney- 
General  under  the  old  law,  another  class  oC^ 
those  volunteers,  that  were  indefinitely  ftir- 
loughed,  and  required  to  return  to  service  if 
they  should  be  ordered  to  do  so,  were  to  he 
considered  in  service  until  absolutely  discharged, 
and  consequentiy  were  entitled  to  their  full  pay. 
I  have  heiu-d  some  hints,  sir,  that  the  War  De- 
partment has  not  earned  into  effect  this  law,- 
and  this  dedsion,  as  was  contranplated  by  Con- 
gress and  those  representatives  who  were  look- 
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ed  to  to  gnard  and  sostain  the  rights  of  those 
particular  individoals.  I  do  not  know,  air,  how 
far  the  tTar  Department  has  failed  in  a  compli- 
ance witji  the  law ;  nor  have  I  any  Idea  as  to 
what  extent  those  volunteers  have  been  injured 
by  the  defalcations  of  the  Gorenimwt  Bat  I 
hope,  and  I  h^ve  no  donb^  I  will  be  able  to 
obtain  th«  infc»ination ;  and,  if  mj  fbors  are 
reaUced,  and  Qioj  have  been  defrauded  oat  of 
any  portion  at  the  ainonnt  that  Oongresa  io- 
tended  they  shoi^d  have,  and  I  cannot  obtain 
redress  by  an  application  to  the  Secretary  of 
"War,  1  wm  feel  myself  bonnd  to  bring  the  snb- 
jeot  ag^  to  the  consideration  of  this  House, 
believiiw  that  the  representatives  of  the  people 
are  ready  apon  all  occasions  to  do  jostice  to  the 
people.  And  I  am  glad  now  to  have  the  assur- 
ance of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Gommitr 
tee  of  Clfums,  that  he  will  afford  all  the  aid  in 
Jx]fi  power  to  render  to  the  volunteers  of  my 
Etate  ample  compensation  for  their  service  and 
their  losses,  at  the  next  meeting  of  Congress..  I 
liaT6  also  a  right  to  complain,  on  behalf  of 
fliese  men,  in  ano:thw  point  of  view;  I  am  in- 
finmed  onr  volunteers  were  paid  off  in  the 
dflio^ciated  bank  paper  -fikat  was  i)erhaps  ten  or 
fifteen  per  cent,  below  par.  If  tiiis  be  tme,  and 
my  former  soflgeitiana  be  true,  that  they  have 
not  been  pdoas  much  as  Congress  intended 
them  to  have,  why,  sir,  your  volnnteer  soldiery 
of  Tennessee  havetbeen  cheated  and  defrauded 
ont  of  hal^  or  at  least  a  large  portion  of  their 
lost  dues.  And  if  so,  we  mnst  ask  Congress 
hereafter,  whenever  the  true  state  of  f^ts  can 
be  ascertained,  to  grant  such  relief  as  the  merits 
(tf  those  cUimanta  may  JnaUy  and  honeetly  de- 
mand. And  I  have  no  doabt,  from  the  dlspo- 
dUon  heretofore  muii&rted  w  ttds  Hoase,  and 
by  the  OoDunittee  of  Olfdms,  m  relation  to  tills 
deserving  and  meritorions  class  of  cliUmants, 
that  am^e  relief  will  be  awarded  them. 

The  tuU,  then,  having  been  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  3ui-7V$Mury  Bill 

On  motion  of  Kr.  Cakbbsleno,  the  House 
then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
resumed  the  con^deration  of  the  Senate  bill  im- 
posing additional  daties  on  certain  officers. 

Mr.  Leqarx,  of  South  Carolina,  after  an  ex- 
tended elemental/  view  bf  oarrencty,  went  on 
to  say :  Sir,  I  have  been  driven  to  tins  elemen- 
tat7  way  of  considering  the  Babject^bytheoourae 
which  Che  argoment  has  taken  here  and  eLie- 
whffl'e,  and  becanse,  in  solemnly  reviewing , as  we 
are  now  compelled  to  do,  the  whole  monetary 
system  of  the  conntry,  it  is  of  the  very  last  im- 
portance that  the  subject,  in  all  its  aspecta, 
should  be  &irly  presented  to  the  people. 
I  shall,  therefore,  proceed  briefly  to  consider 
the  question,  how  far  it  is  practicable  or  desir- 
able to  snhstitnte  a  metallic  currency  for  bank 
paper,  or  even  very  niaterially  to  widen  the 
metallic  basis  of  oar  present  circulation. 

I  presume  it  will  hardly  be  disputed  ibat,  by 
a  general  return  to  the  preolons  metali,  as  the 
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only  medium  of  ezt^an^  for  the  whole  com- 
mercial world,  the  operations  of  trade  wonld  be 
everywhere  embarrassed  and  impeded,  and  the 
value  of  money  enhanced ;  or,  which  is  the 
same  thing,  the  prices  of  commodities  reduced 
in  an  in<»lonlabie  degree.  How  far  a  umilar 
^ect  has  already  been  produced,  by  the  dimi- 
nution at  the  sapply  from  the  Hexiean  and 
Soath  American  Aines,  wltlun  the  last  twenty 
years,  is  one  of  the  most  difiScnlt  snd'ocmtro- 
verted  questions  of  the  day.  Thir  is  not  a  fit 
occasion  for  stating  the  arguments  advanced 
by  the  advocates  of  different  views  of  titat  snb- 
^'ect,  bat  I  will  mention  to  the  committee,  that 
in  a  veiy  able  work,  to  which  I  have  already 
referred  as  having  been  rccentiysent  tome,  the 
author,  who  examines  this  point  with  perfect 
candor,  advances  the  opinion,  that  tliOQsands 
have,  within  the  period  alluded  to,  beeo  predp- 
itated  into  embarrassmente  from  that  canse 
alone.*  If  it  be  trae^  as  is  alleged  by  Jacobs 
that  the  vrhole  stock  of  coin  in  t^rcfuation  in 
182d|  was  leas,  by-npwards  of  £60,000,000^ 
than  that  which  drcnlated  in  1609;  and  if 
any  thing  like  tiie  supposed  diminution  of  the 
aotn^  quantity  by  abrasion,  by  loss,  by  con- 
sumption in  manufactures  takes  place,  (one 
per  oent*  a  year,)  it  beomea  a  matter  of  serions 
s^ecnlation,  what  means  shall  be  adopted  toob- 
viate  so  great  an  inconvenience  asacontinnally 
decreasing  metallic  basis,  at  a  period  when  com- 
merce and  its  productive  powers  are  so  im- 
menscily  on  the  Increase.  Sir,  that  qaeetion  is 
inflnitdy  more  interesting  in  a  highly  progres^ve 
conntry  than  In  any  other.  In  such  a  conntry,  the 
currency  mnst  be  regularly  enlarged,  with  the 
growth  of  its  population  and  of  its  productive 
power,  or  it  is  snbjected  to  tiie  most  teniUe  of 
all  evils,  {ailing  prices.  Everybody  that  has 
ever  treated  of  such  subjects,  baa  dwelt  npm 
the  effects  of  an  increasing  currency,  aa  won- 
derfully favorable  to  indusby.  Noroor«  strik- 
ing example  of  tliis  truth  can  be  dedred  than 
what  was  witnessed  in  the  16th  century,  after 
the  importation  of  gold  and  silver  from  Amer- 
ica began  to  produce  a  decided  effect  up<»i  the 
distribution  of  wealth.  It  is  admitted  on  all 
bands,  to  have  been  the  period  of  the  greatest 
improvement  In  society  uiat  has  oecnrred  iu  its 
history ;  and  of  all  countries,  be  it  remembered, 
England  benefited  most  by  the  general  rise  of 

E rices,  because  so  large  aporti<mof  her  fknnen 
eld  leases  fbr  long  terms  of  years,  and  pud 
money  rsita ;  the  ucrease  of  the  drctdatkn 
operating  to  reduce  the  real  value  ct  to- 
'tarns  made  to  the  landlord  in  favor  ot  liis  ten- 
ant. The  great  benefit  of  a  full,  and  especially 
an  increasing  circulation,  thus  oonrists  not  only 
in  quickening  and  facilitating  exchanges,  (itself 
an  immense  stimulus  to  industry,)  but  in  secur- 
ing to  the  industrious  classes  rather  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  income  of  sodety  than  they 
would  otherwise  enjoy.  Every  tiling  which  they 
buy  to  sell  again  advances  in  price  while  it  is 
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in  their  hands,  and  this  unquestionable  tmth  is 
of  itself  a  total  refutatioa  of  all  that  is  said 
Aonceming  the  oppressiTe  operation  of  bank 
pi^er  upon  the  productive  classes,  by  the  very 
persons  who,  in  the  same  breath,  speak  of  its 
excess  and  depreciadon. 

With  a  population,  then,  increasing  at  the 
late  of  four  or  five  per  cent  a  year,  and  with 
an  acoomnlation  of  capital  uid  productive  power 
proportionably  greater,  I  hold  it  to  be  utterly 
absurd  to  talk  of  any  thing  like  a  metallio  cur- 
rency in  the  United  States.  There  ia  no  possi- 
ble means  of  procuring  it ;  and  if  by  any  means 
it  could  be  procured,  I  venture  to  a£Eirm  that 
our  people  would  get  rid  of  it  in  the  Course  qf 
a  few  years,  though  ell  the  penal  laws  of  Spain 
agfUDst  the  exportation  of  gold  and  silver  should 
be  re-enacted  here — laws  which  were  passed 
with.no  other  effect,  even  in  that  countiT',  but 
to  i^ow  the  utter  futility  of  such  legislation.  I 
s^,  eii^  iiut,  with  ^eiT  present^abTts  of  active 
enterprise  and  strict  economy,  the  American 
people  VQold  export  tlie  precioos  medals  aaftst 
■fl'tney  were  imported,  beyond  any  amount  of 
them  which  mlgnt  be  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country,  and  they 
would  do  so,  because  gold  and  diver  would  be 
of  more  use  abroad  in  purbha^g  commodities, 
and  would  be  wholly  superfiuous  at  home, 
where  p^r  would  do  as  well.  If  yon  put 
down  "  the  banks,"  it  wonld  have  no  effect  but 
to  set  tip  something  worse  in.their  place,  in  the 
shape  of  private  paper.  There  are  some  things 
over  which  the  most  despotic  lawgivers  are  un- 
able to  exercise  any  control ;  uid  one  <^  them, 
as  all  ezperienoe  ahows,  ia  this  commoroe  in 
bullion. 

Kr,  it  has  been  said  that  the  only  advantage 
of  a  paper  currency  over  the  precious  meti^ 
consists  m  its  cheapness.  I  am  oy  no  means,  as 
yon  may  gather  from  what  I  have  eiUd,  ready  to 
admit  this ;  but  supposing  it  to  be  true,  is  that 
saving  re^y  an  unimportant  matter?  Ur. 
Qallatin,  in  apamphlet  of  signal  ability,*  has, 
as  I  conceive,  nllen  into  a  grave  error  on  this 
subject,  which  it  is  so  much  the  more  import- 
ant to  rectify,  as  I  perceive  that  he  has  ndsled 
others  more  disposed  than  himself  to  turn  a 
speculative  error  into  a  practical  mischief  He 
states  the  whole  benefit  derived  from  the  use 
of  paper,  instead  of  the  precioos  metals,  in  the 
TTaited  States  in  1880,  including,  under  the 
name  of  drculation,  private  deponts  in  the 
banks,  as  they  ought  undojjbtedly  to  be,  at 
about  five  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  It  is  true 
that,  according  to  princdplea  admitted  by  Mr. 
Gelatin,  the  pnwreM  of  the  country,  both  in 
wealth  and  population,  in  the  last  seven  years, 
Woidd  reqnire  a  very  considerable  addition  to 
be  made  to  tiiis  estimate,  in  order  to  a  correct 
application  of  it  to  oar  actual  condition.  But, 
SU-,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  estimate  was 
made  on  data  altogether  emmeotts.  In  the  first 
plaoe^  the  quantity  of  carreui^,  if  it  were  me- 
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tallic,  necesssiT'  to  the  ciroolation  of  this  coun- 
try, was  prodi^onsly  underrated.  For  reasons 
that  heed  not  oe  stated  here,  it  is  found  that  a 
given  amount  of  metallio  currency  does  not  cir- 
culate as  rapidly  as  an  equal  amount  of  papw, 
and,  therefore,  tiiatmoreof  itifl,Mtef^j>an9Uf 
required  to  do  the  same  bunnesa.  But,  with- 
out going  into  snoh  minute  inquiry  ben,  why 
shomd  the  United  States,  with  rixteen  mfllioDB 
of  inhabitants,  and  relatively  the  most  active 
trade,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  in  the  world, 
and  with  extraordinary  productive  power  of 
all  sorts,  not  need,  at  the  very  least,  half  the 
circulation  in  France,  with  only  double  their 
population,  and  not  half  their  industry  t  The 
stress  that  ought  to  be  laid  on  this  latter  cir- 
cumstance may  be  illustrated  by  comparing 
Asia  with  Europe  in  this  particular:  doable 
the  population  in  the  former,  possessing,  ac- 
cording to  the  most  accarate  researches,  only 
cme-flfQi  the  quantity  :ctf  gold  and  aUver,  which, 
in  addition-  to  paper  m  all  aorta,  ia  required 
in  the  latter.  Now,  the  dreulaticm  of  Fnaoo 
was,  before  the  first  Bevolnti<»i,  set  down 
bv  Neckar  at  £88^000,000;*  and  Thiers,  In 
^iis  history  of  that  event,  makes  «  similar 
estimate.^  Its  present  amount  oo^t,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  increase  of  her  capital  and  popula- 
tion, to  be  at  least  600,000,000  dollars  ;  and 
accordingly,  as  was  observed  by  one  of  my  col- 
leagues, (l£r.  Thompsok,)  it  is  stated  at  tiiat  on 
good  authority.}  "iSi.  Rothschild,  in'  his  exam- 
inati(Mi  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  1882,  mentions  the  paper  circula- 
tion of  the  Bonk  of  Franoe  as  amounting  to 
760,000,000  francs.  According  to  this,  uien, 
we  should  require,  on  the  footing  of  popidap 
tion  Oam.  at  least  800,000,000  aollara.  8o 
much  for  the  amount ;  now  for  the  loss  upon  it, 
|Cr.  Gallatin  conridere  it  only  as  so  much  in- 
terest on  dead  oapital,  and  even  the  interest  he 
puts  at  an  exceedingly  low  rate.  Bat  I  appre- 
hend the  diffwenoe  to  the  country  between 
having  a  vast  inert  mass  of  gold  and.  silver  as 
currency,  and  turning  it  into  productive  coital 
must  be  determined  not  in  relation  to  interest 
merely,  but  to  the  profit  of  stock  lud  out  in 
active  mdustry,  which  is  nowhere  in  this  coun- 
try less  than  ten  per  cent,  and  in  the  great 
miyjority  of  cases,  the  new  States  and  uL  in- 
cluded, nearer  double  that  amount  on  an  aw* 
age.  Ton  see,  then,  sir,  what  an  enormona 
loss  a  metallic  currency  would  be  to  the  nation,  , 
without  taking  into  account  its  wear  and  tear.. 
Look  back  at  the  half  century  that  has  passed 
away,  and  say  what  that  loss  would  have  been, 
on  principles  of  compound  interest,  from  the 
begmning  np  to  the  jpresent  day.  Why,  sir,  it 
exceeds  ul  powers  or  calculation,  nay,  of  imag- 
ination. Do  not  suppose,  for  a  moment  that  so 
important  bo  palpable  a  truth,  althon|^  never 
stated  in  absbaet  temui,  or  as  a  genoiu  propo< 
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^tion,  has  'not  occurred  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Thej  hare  felt  it,  withont  per- 
odvin^  it ;  thej  have  acted  npon  it,  withoat 
leasomng  about  it;  thej  have  perfectly  well 
comprehended  the  usee  of  money,  without 
stadying  the  principles  of  currency ;  and  they 
have  preferrea  paper  as  a  circolating  medium 
to  ^Id  and  silver,  on  the  simplest  maxims  of 
pniaence  and  economy.  Yon  may  depend 
npon  it,  this  conclusion  is  as  deeply  rooted  as 
it  is  jnst  You  will  never  he  able  to  shake  it. 
All  jonr  policy  will  be  of  no  avail,  as  all  legis- 
ktioa  wul  be  forever  nUn  which  comes  &to 
conflict  with  the  geniaa  of  a  people,  especially 
in  matters  ho  deep^  and  vinUy  aflboting  theb- 

Erivate  interast,  Hie  barbarian  who^  in  his 
npotmt  rage,  threw  fetters  into  the  Helles- 
ponl^  and  soonrged  its  foaming  billows,  did  not 
wage  a  more  insane  war  against  the  nature  of 
things. 

But  we  are  told  that  if  it  is  an  experiment 
that  has  been  proposed  to  us,  we  need  not  be 
alarmed  at  it,  hecanse  we  are  accustomed  to 
experiments,  and  successful  ones ;  that  oar  con- 
stitution itself  is  a  mere  experiment  Sir,  I 
deny  it  utterly,  and  he  that  says  so  shows  me 
that  be  has  either  not  studied  at  all,  or  studied 
to  rerj  little  pnrpoae,  the  lasU^  and  geiuas 
of  COT  instltntKnu.  Ilie  great  cause  of  th^r 
prosperous  results — a  cause  which  every  one  of 
the  nuLDy  attempts  since  vainly  made  to  imitate 
them  on  this  continent  or  in  Europe  only  dem- 
onstrates the  more  clearly — is  predsely  the 
contrary.  It  is  because  our  fiittiiers  made  no 
experiments,  and  had  no  experiment  to  make, 
that  their  work  has  stood.  They  were  forced, 
by  a  violation  of  their  butorical  hereditary 
rights  under  the  old  common  law  of  theur  race, 
to  dissolve  their  connection  with  the  mother 
country.  Their  external,  their  federal  relations 
were  of  course  changed,  and  in  that  respect, 
and  in  that  respect  only,  tbey  were  compelled 
to  do  their  best  in  the  novel  dtnation  In  which 
t3i«y  stood.  What  relates,  therefore,  merely  to 
the  nnion  of  the  States  is  all  that  {dvea  the 
least  countenance  to  this  snperfli^  uiea  of  an 
"  experiment  ^  which  has  done  so  much  to  ims- 
gnidie  the  qieeuUtioos  of  some  visionary  minds 
npon  these  important  matters.  Even  in  this 
respect,  however,  an  attentive  study  of  onr 
history  will  show  that  strong  federal  tendencies 
existed,  and  had,  frequently,  on  former  occa- 
sions, manifested  themselves.*  But  the  whole 
consdtation  of  society  in  the  States,  the  great 
body  and  bulk  of  their  public  law,  with  aU  its 
maxims  and  principles^  all  that  is  republican,  in 
short,  in  our  institutions,  remuned  after  the 
Bevolotion,  and  remains  now,  with  some  very 
subordinate  modificatione^  what  it  was  from 
the  beginning.  Oar  written  constitutions  do 
nothing  bat  consecrate  and  fortiQ^  the  plun 
rules  at  ancient  liberty,**  handed  down  with 
liagDA  Gharta  from  the  earliest  history  of  our 
nee.  It  is  not  a  piece  of  paper,  nr,  it  la  not  a 
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few  abstractiws  engrossed  on  parehmrat,  Hat 
make  free  Governments.  No,  dr.  the  law  of 
liberty  must  be  inscribed  on  l^ie  heart  the 
citizen ;  the  word,  If  I  may  use  the  exprearion 
without  irreverence,  must  become  fleui ;  yon 
must  have  a  whole  people  tridned,  disciplined, 
bred,  yea,  and  bom,  as  onr  fathers  were,  to  in- 
stitutions like  ours.  Before  the  colonies  exist- 
ed, the  petition  of  right,  that  Magna  Charta  of 
a  more  enlightened  age,  had  been  presented  in 
1628  by  Lord  Coke  and  his  immortal  compeers. 
Our  founders  brought  it  with  them,  and  we 
have  not  gone  caw  it^  beyond  them.  Tbey 
brought  these  maxima  of  civil  liberty,  not  in 
their  librariea  but  in  their  souls ;  ^ot  as  phik»- 
sophical  prattle — ^oot  as  barren  goioralitiM,  bat 
OS  roles  of  conduct ;  as  a  symbol  of  public  duty 
and  private  right,  to  be  adhered  to  witii  r«U- 
gions  fidelity ;  and  the  very  first  pilgrim  that 
set  his  foot  upon  the  rock  of  Plymouth,  stepped 
forth  a  living  cOnstitation  I  armed  at  all  pmnts 
to  defend  and  to  perpetuate  the  libertj  to 
which  be  had  devoted  his  whole  being. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  advert  briefly  to 
one  or  two  fidditional  topics,  and  I  have  done. 
It  has  been  aigned  as  if  the  currency  given  to 
1)ank  paper  in  this  country  were  dne  alnm^  ex- 
dnaively  to  the  countenance  which  Govern- 
ment affords  it,  by  receiving  it  in'  payment  (riT 
publio  dnes.  Certainly,  nr,  the  patronage  at 
Government  is  an  impwtant  otmourring  caiue 
of  this  credit,  but  it  is  not  true  that  it  is  eswn- 
tial  to  it.  What  does  the  house  of  Bothadiild 
owe  to  the  Governments  of  Enrope — tiiat  hmue 
to  which  all  the  Governments  on  the  continent 
are  obliged  to  have  reconrse  in  their  finui^al 
exigencies  f  And  here  let  me  call  the  attention 
of  those  who  declaim  so  vehemently  agunst  the 
agency  of  banking  corporations,  to  the  fbct, 
that  this  mighty  house,  with  its  scarcely  leas 
than  royal  innnenoe  and  splendor,  like  most  ij£ 
the  other  establishments  of  the  same  kind  in 
Europe,  is  no  corporatim  at  alL  but  a  mere 
jHivato  partnership ;  and  to  the  aaditi<Hial  fiuk, 
that  thu  colossal  fortune  has  been  amaawd  in 
little  more  than  a  ^gle  generation,  by  an  ob- 
scure person,  bom  in  a  comer  of  the  Jnden 
Strasse  of  Frankfort  on  the  Main,  and  his  fimr 
SODS.  Do  you  not  see,  then,  sir,  tiiat  the  odUoai 
common-places,  about  "  the  money  pover," 
and  the  "political  powers,"  either  havs  no 
meaning,  or  apply  with  all  their  force  to  every 
accummation  of  capital,  and  all  the  great  results 
of  modem  commerce  t  The  "  money  power," 
I  presume,  ugniffes  "  the  power  of  moaej,** 
which  is  widely  diffused  in  this  country,  Uianks 
to  the  protection  of  equal  laws,  and  which  will 
exist  and  omtinue  to  have  its  influence  so  l(»ig 
as  ihoBo  lavs  shall  protect  it  fimm  conflaoatiwi, 
whether  it  ahdl  bonow  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment^ or  the  Government  shall  bonow  its 
credit.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  notk»  an 
idea,  analogous  to  the  last,  which  has  been  yvf 
muM.  Insisted  on,  and  tiiat  is,  that  tlie  oom- 
meroe  of  New  York  has  been  bnilt  np  l^^  Gov- 
ernment credits.   Why,  rir,  this  doea  upfmr 
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to  me  too  extraTBgant  to  need  ezpoeare.  New 
York  has  been  btmt  ap  hj  her  imqaestioDable 
natural  advantages,  and  there  is  no  measure  of 
this  Government — there  is  only  one  event  that 
can  posnbly  deprive  her  of  her  immense  cotn- 
meroial  ascendency,  the  dissolution  of  the  TTnion 
— that,  and  nothing  but  that,  can  do  it  Com- 
merce, as  I  have  already  remarked,  leads  every- 
where to  centralization:  look  at  Liverpool — 
look  at  Havre,  the  last  is  a  hard  money  oonn- 
trj.  Bnt  on  this  head  Uiere  ia  a  very  impor- 
tant consideration,  whioh  has  been  ui^ed  witti 
ail  bis  admiraUe  eloquence  by  one  of  my  col- 
leagues in  the  Senate,  (Hr.  Fbbbtoh.)  If  thii 
ooncentration  of  comment  buaneas  in  that  city 
be  ii\|arious  to  the  others  now,  what  will  it  be- 
come i^  by  collecting  the  revenue  in  gold  and 
nlver,  and  thus  making  gold  and  silver  mere 
merchandise,  yon  add  to  me  disadvantages  of 
centralization  all  the  difficulties  of  procuring 
coin  ;  make  New  York  the  great  specie  mar- 
ket ;  and  render  the  whole  conntry  tributary 
to  the  money  changers  of  Wall  street! 

Bir,  a  word  more  to  the  South,  and  for  the 
South..  When  your  system  of  protection  was 
still  in  all  its  vigor,  we  (I  mean  the  people  of  South 
Candina)  emt  you  a  protest  against  its  princi- 
plM  and  tendency,  which  contained,  among 
other  oltJeotlons  to  it,  one  that  deserves  to  be  re- 
peated here.  We  told  yon  that  we  depended 
absolutely  upon  commerce — commerce  on  the 
largest  scale — commerce  carried  on  as  it  has 
been  for  the  last  half  century,  with  an  ever-in- 
creasing production,  provoking  and  creating  an 
ever-increafflog  consumption,  and  permitting  us 
to  send  a  million  (now  a  million  and  a  halfj  of 
bales  of  cotton  into  the  market,  without  any 
danger  of  a  glut.  We  told  yon  the  staple  com- 
modities, especially  the  ptindpal  one  which 
we  produced,  were  among  the  very  few  in  the 
prouuotion  of  which  slave  labor  can  enter  into 
O(»npetition  with  free.  We  renUnded  yon  that 
great  revolutions  in  trade  wnnetimes  arose  from 
^parentty  slight  causes,  and  that,  however 
far  it  might  be  from  yoor  purpose,  or  even 
your  ^preliensions,  it  was  posuble  that  your 
legislation  might  occasion  us  the  loss  of  our 
foreign  market,  oar  otilf  resource ;  that  the 
result  of  tiiat  loss  to  xa  would  be  poverty  and 
utter  desolation ;  that  our  people,  in  despair, 
would  emigrate  to  more  fortunate  regions,  and 
the  whcde  frame  and  constitution  of  our  society 
would  be  serionsly  impaired  and  endangered, 
if  not  dissolved  entirely.  And  we  a4iurMl  you 
not  to  pernst  in  a  course  of  legisIaUon  of  wmch 
the  benefita  to  yourselvas,  even  were  Hiey  nn- 
qoes&nuble,  were  nothing  in  ooIl^>arison  of 
toe  dao^r  to  which  Hiej  exposed  us~a  dan- 
ger which,  however  cwitingent  or  remote,  in- 
volved our  whole  existence,  and  could  not  be 
contemplated  without  well-founded  alarm.  Sir, 
I  repeat  to  yon  now — I  repeat  to' the  represent- 
atives of  t^e  whole  South  on  this  floor — the 
words  then  addressed  to  the  House  on  a  differ- 
ent Butiiect  Let  well  alone.  Besist  this  nn- 
oalledr&r  innovation,  of  wfaicdi  no  one  con  fore- 
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see  the  whole  extent  nor  the  ultimate  results. 
Mark  what  your  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
told  you  in  the  very  paper  in  which  he  reveals 
the  project  on  the  table — you  produce  too 
much  cotton.  Go  home,  gentlemen  of  the 
South,  and  tdl  your  people  that  their  success- 
ful industry  is  a  vice ;  that  the  fertility  of  their 
soil  is  a  curse ;  that  their  excessive  production 
occasions  disorders  in  the  State ;  and  that  the 
remedy  for  our  troubles  is,  that  they  should 
live  on  diort  commons.  Let  them  co-operate 
with  our  political  economy,  by  depriving  them- 
selves of  the  liUJe  mercantile  capital  they  have ; 
let  them  abcdisfa  those  corporations  to  which 
people,  who  cannot  themselves  do  business 
with  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  have  con- 
tributed their  meaus  for  the  accommodation  of 
commerce ;  let  them  but  do  this,  and  their  do- 
cility will  be  admirable,  and  shall  have  our  ap- 
probation. 

Sir,  l>efore  I  take  my  seat,  there  is  one  other 
topic  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  advert  to— 
I  mean  to  the  supposed  Injurious  effects  of 
banking  institutions  npon  the  laboring  classes 
of  society.  Although  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
there  are  many  defects  in  the  constitution,  as 
well  6a  the  management  of  those  institutions  in 
this  country,  and  should  be  most  willing  to  co- 
operate, if  occasion  served,  in  reforming  them,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  acquitting  them  at  least  of 
this  charge.  Who  that  has  ever  heard,  of  the  re- 
lation between  capital  and  labor,  between  wages 
and  profits,  bat  must  see  at  once  that  it  is  un- 
founded; and,  accordingly,  Hume  objects  to 
banks  that,  by  their  issues,  they  ruse  wages, 
and  so  hurt  the  mannfacturiog  interests  a 
nation.  I  have  already  romarsed,  that  one  of 
the  effects  of  an  increase  in  currency  is  to  make 
a  distribution  of  the  wealth  of  society  more  fa- 
vorable to  the  iudnstrious  classes  of  it— to  con- 
fiscate in  a  manner,  the  property  of  those  who 
live  on  fixed  incomes,  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  produce  the  commodities  on  which  those 
incomes  are  !^d  out.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
the  radicals  <^  England — Mr.  Atwood,  for  ex- 
ample— are  all  strenuous  advocates  of  paper 
money,  and  even  of  tnconrertible  paper.  The 
idea  that  the  poor  are  to  gain  by  a  return  to  a 
metallic  currency  is,  30  far  as  I  know,  confined 
to  their  Mends  in  this  conntry,  whose  zeal  Is 
certi^nly  greater  than  their  knowledge. 

It  is  ti'ue,  sir,  that  among  other  disadvantages 
attending  frequent  finctuations  in  the  carren- 
cy,  it  is  smd  that  wages  are  the  last  thing  that 
rises  in  a  case  of  expansion.  And  that  mar 
be  80  in  countries  where  the  supply  of  labor  is 
.greater  than  the  demand ;  but  the  very  reverse 
13  most  certainly  the  fact  here,  and  where  the 
demand,  especially  when  stimulated  by  any  ex- 
traordinary increase,  real  or  fictitious,  of  cQpi- 
tol,  is  always  greater  than  the  supply.  AH 
price  is  a  question  of  power,  or  relative  neces- 
sity between  two  parties ;  and  everybody  knows 
that,  in  a  period  of  excitement  here,  wages  rise 
immediateVi  &ud  out  of  all  proportion  more 
than  any  thing  else,  because  the  population  of 
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ooQQtry  is  entiralj  inadeqaate  to  its  wants. 
DnriDg  the  last  year,  for  instance,  tlie  price  of 
labor  became  so  ena-bitant,  that  some  the 
most  fiutile  land  in  South  O^Iina,  rioe  fi^da, 
Thioh  h^  been  «uItiTated  for  a  hundred 
years,  were  in  danger  of  being  abandoned,  fnm 
the  imposubility  of  paying  for  it.  Bir,  as  a 
Bonthem  man,  I  represent  equally  rent,  capital, 
and  wages,  which  ore  confonnded  in  our  estates ; 
and  I  protest  against  attempts  to  array,  with- 
ont  cause,  withojat  a  color  of  pretext  or  plaosi- 
bility,  the  different  classes  of  society  agunst 
one  another,  as  i^  in  such  a  country  as  this, 
there  conld  be  any  natural  hostility  or  any  real 
distinction  between  them — a  oonntry  in  which 
all  the  rich,  with  hardly  an  exception,  have 
been  poor,  and  oU  the  poor  may  one  aaj  be 
rich— a  conntry  in  which  banking  iostitonons 
hvpe  been  of  immense  serrica,  precisely  becanse 
they  h&Te  been  most  needed  by  a  people  who 
had  idl  thrir  fortunes  to  make  by  good  charac- 
ter and  indastrioas-  habits.  Look  at  that  re- 
markable pioture—remarkable  not  as  a  work 
of  art  but  as  a  monument  of  history — which 
yon  see  in  passing  through  the  rotnndo.  Two 
oat  of  five  of  that  immortal  committee  were 
met^aoios,  aud  such  men  1  *  In  the  name  of 
God,  nr,  why  should  any  one  study  to  pervert 
the  natural  good  sense  and  kindly  feebugs  of 
this  moral  and  noble  people — ^to  infntie  into 
their  minds  a  snllen  envy  towards  one  another, 
instead  of  that  generous  emnlation  which  every 
thing  in  their  rituotion  is  fitted  to  in^ire— to 
breathe  into  them  the  spirit  of  Oain,  muttering 
deep  curses  and  meditmog  deq>erate  revenge 
agunst  his  brother  becanse  the  smoke  of  his 
sacrifice  has  ascended  to  heaveik  before  his  own  I 
And  do  not  they  who  treat  onr  industrious 
dasses  as  if  they  were  in  the  same  delwsed  and 
wretched  conditim  as  the  poor  of  Europe,  in- 
sult them  by  suoh  an  odious  comparison  ?  Why, 
rir,  yoQ  do  not  know  what  poverty  is.  We 
have  no  poor  in  this  country,  in  the  sense  in 
which  that  word  is  used  abroad.  Every  labor- 
er, even  the  most  humble,  in  the  United  States 
soon  becomes  a  capitalist,  and  even,  if  he 
choose,  a  proprietor  of  laiid;  for  the  West, 
with  all  its  boundless  fertility,  is  open  to  him. 
How  can  any  one  dare  to  compare  the  me- 
dlianies  of  this  land  (whose  inferiority,  in  any 
■abatantlal  particular,  in  inteUigenoe,  in  virtue, 
in  wealth,  to  the  other  classes  of  oar  sodety,  I 
have  yet  to  learn)  with  that  race  of  outcasts, 
of  which  so  terrific  a  picture  is  presented  by 
recent  writers — the  poor  of  Eorojpe  f  a  race, 
among  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  whom  fam- 
ine and  pestilence  may  be  said  to  dwell  contin- 
ually; many  of  whom  are  without  morals, 
without  ednoation,  without  a  cooutry,  without 
a  God  I  and  may  be  a^d  to  know  society  only 
by  the  terrors  of  its  penal  «ode,  and  to  live  .in 
perpetual  war  with  it.  Poor  bondmen  I  mock- 
ed with  tile  name  of  liberty,  that  they  may  be 
aomettoiea  tempted  to  break  th^  ch^na,  in 
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order  that^  after  a  fe4r  days  of  starvati<»L  in 
idleness  and  disdpalion,  they  may  be  driven 
bat^  to  th^  prison  boose  to  take  them  np 
again,  heavier  and  more  galling  than  before ; 
severed,  as  it  has  been  touchiugly  expressed, 
from  nature,  from  the  common  air,  and  tbe 
light  of  the  son ;  knowing  only  by  hearaay  that 
the  fields  are  green,  that  the  birds  ang,  and 
that  there  is  a  perfume  in  flowers.* 
When  Mr.  Legahk  had  concluded, 
Mr.  Nxtix}B,  of  Pennsylvania,  after  an  intro- 
ductory view  of  his  subject,  contiuued: 

Meeting  under  these  circumstances,  I  ask, 
had  we  not  a  right  to  expect  tiiat  Congress 
OQce  more  would  resume  its  independence,  and 
attend  futhfully  and*  fearlessly  to  the  businesa 
of  their  oonstltaents,  and  that  the  administra- 
ti<Hi  would  now  abandon  its  pr^ects,  and  pve 
over  its  attempts  to  awqr  txA  aatgqgate  and 
enslave  the  representatives  ctf  the.  eoontryl 
But  have  our  e^etations  been  reaUzed!  What 
have  we  been  about!  What  have  we  done! 
Let  us  see  whether -we  have  not  again  been 
subserviently  echoing  the  will  of  toe  Execu- 
tive? 

Our  first  act  was  to  pass  a  bill  for  the  post- 
ponement of  tbe  payment  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment to  the  Stat^  to  withhold  from  them  the 
sum  of  Upwards  of  nine  millions  of  dollars, 
whichj  by  the  act  of  23d  June,  1836,  we  had 
ooDtracted  to  put  in  their  possession.  By  that 
law  it  is  provided  "  that  all  the  money  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the  first  of 
Jannarr,  1887}  reserving  the  sam  <tf  five  mil- 
lions of  dollara,  should  m  deposited  with  tbe 
States  in  proportion  to  their  respective  repre- 
sentation in  tJie  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresent- 
atives  of  the  United  States."  Undo-  mis  law 
it  became  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury,  on  the  first  of  January,  1887,  to  re- 
serve five  millions  out  of  it  for  the  use  of  the 
Govemment,  and  appropriate  the  balance,  what- 
ever it  might  be,  to  the  States  as  already  men- 
tioned. The  Secretary  -of  the  Treasury  p^ 
formed  this  duty,  and  found  that  there  were 
upwards  of  forty-two  miSions  of  dolluv  in  the 
l^asury.  He  reserved  the  five  milliona,  and 
then  announced  to  the  difieroit  States  of 
Union,  that  there  was  In  the  Treasurr,  roeci- 
fio^y  set  upui  for  them,  the  sum  of  thir^ 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  ptud  to  them  m 
four  instalments.  The  States  agreed  to  receive 
the  money.  Three  instalments  of  the  money 
they  did  receive.  The  fourth  and  1^  instal- 
ment of  between  nine  and  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars was  to  bare  been  pdd  to  them  on  the  first 
of  this  month.  This  is  a  plain  unvamidied 
statement  of  the  case.  Thus  we  see  that  on 
the  first  day  of  January  last,  there  was  in  the 
Treasury  thirty-seven  millions  of  money  speci- 
fically set  apart  by  the  law  for  the  States. 
There  it  was.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasuy 
counted  it  and  declared  it  to  be  Aere.  Now, 
why  has  not  this  money  been  a]l  paid  to  the 
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States  ?  Was  it  because  this  Bouse  passed  a 
bill  for  the  postponement  of  the  last  payment  ? 
"So,  sir,  bat  because  this  administration  bad 
preTioasIy  nBed  this  money  for  their  own  pnr- 
poses.  Thej,  Martin  Van  Boren  and  his  ad- 
mdulatradon,  betrajed  the  tnist  reposed  in  them, 
squandered  this  tnoney — and  when  tbe  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  assemble  here  in  spe- 
cial sesuon,  we  are  informed  hy  the  President 
and  his  Secretary  of  the  Tr^snry,  that  t^e 
money  th^  was  in  the  Treasary  for  the  States 
is  gone,  has  evaporated,  and  that  we  win  have 
to  pos^one  the  payment  of  one-fonrth  Of  it. 
"ttms  we  see  that  tne  money  was  used  by  the 
administration.  The  President  and  his  policy 
have  postponed  the  payment  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment. Congress  has  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  .The  money  was  there  for  the  States  on  ahe 
first  of  JaanaiT  last,  "Vh&a  we  met  here  In 
eight  months  afterwardiB  it  was  not  tbere.  Snp- 
pose  the  bill  for  postponimr  its  p^ment  bad 
'n6t  leeA  passed,  could  the  States  bare  got  the. 
money?  Ko.  Why?  Becattse  the  adminls- 
trfltion  haA  previottsly  used  the  nkoney  that 
was  speclflcally  set  a^mrt  for  them.  Thus  you 
perceive  that  the  Exeontive  postponed  the  pay- 
ment of  it.  And,  after  doing  this,  he  very 
modestly  calls  upon  Congress  to  pass  a  law  to 
do  what  he  had  previou^  done  1  Well,  and 
what  did  Congress  do  ?  Why  agmn  they  echo 
the  will  of  the  President,  pass  a  law  postponing 
what  had  already  been  postponed,  and  declar- 
ing a  solemn  falsehood  to  uie  whole  country, 
that  we,  yes,  that  we  had  withheld  from  the 
people  <»  tibe  States  bine  nulUons  and  a  half  of 
money,  when  it  bad  been  done  months  before 
by  the  ezecntiTe  Tnlera  of  our  conntry  I 

This  is  the  first  exhibition  of  the  independ- 
ence of  this  bodyl  If  we  continue  thns  to 
comply  with  the  behests  of  power,  and  to  de- 
lude and  betray  the  people^  I  ask.  in  the  name 
of  Heaven,  what  is  to  become  of  oar  country 
and  its  free  institations  ? 

The  second  great  measure  which  the  adminis- 
tration commanded  you  to  pass,  and  which  yon 
did  pass^  was  the  bill  for  tne  mannfactnre  of 
ten  millions  of  Treasury  notes.  Tes,  ten  mil- 
Hons  of  paper  money — ten  millions,  not  of  bank 
rags,  bat  Government  roCT— ten  Bullions  of  old 
continental  p^r — ten  millions  of  shln-plastws  t 
And  is  it  possible  that  these  are  the  fruits  of 
those  long  years  ct  exdting,  eouTtflrtng,  dis- 
tracting experiments,  wMoh  our  rulers  promised 
us  should  produce  such  a  safe  and  convenient 
currency,  and  flood  the  whole  land  with  gold  ? 
Ay,  gold,  gold,  was  the  cry ;  and  now  we  have 
'gold  with  a  vengeance!  The  banner  of  our 
rulers  has  had  for  its  motto,  not  our  country, 
nor  liberty,  nor  patriotism,  nor  union,  nor  any 
otber  ennobliog  or  inspiring  sentiment;  no,  sir, 
bat  that  miserable  andmerceuary  promise  "fi»- 
gold,  gold,  gold."  For  years  have  our  people 
been  mocked  and  deluded  with  the  empty 
promise  of  gold.  And  now,  at  tbe  very  mo- 
ment when  they  reach  forth  their  expecting 
hands  to  possesji  it^  Bke  tiie  gold  w)iich  is  said 
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to  reward  a  barg^  with  the  Prince  of  Dark- 
ness, it  turns  in  uieir  grasp  into  dust  and  ashes  I 
The  Government  has  been  raking  it  together 
trom  tm  qusvters  of  the  earth.  Iliey  have 
WTunff  it  with  an  iroa  and  uorelenting  ffra^»- 
from  -uie  posseodon  of  the  people.  They  nave 
foroed  it  01^  of  oiroulatlon.  It  is  money  no 
longer ;  it  is  now  merchandise.  It  is  bon^t 
and  sold,  as  yon  would  buy  your  bread  or  any 
other  necessary  or  convenience  of  life.  The 
people  are  forced  to  buy  it  in  order  to  pay  their 
debts  to  the  Government.  And  what  does  the 
Government  do  with  it?  pay  it  back  to  tiie 
people?  No,  sir,  no,  but  magnanimously  ^ree 
It  to  tbe  office-holders  1  The  office-holders  thai 
sell  it  to  the  people  at  a  profit  of  from  seven  to 
twelve  per  oent.  -  The  people  again  pay  it  to 
the  Government  from  which,  as  before,  it  im- 
mediately passes  to  the  c^ce-holde^  who  tiffdh 
sell  it  to  the  people  at  a  large  profit  Thns  it 
moves  round  and  round  in  pne  continued  and 
otmtraoted  oird«L  cursing  the  people,  and  taking 
at '  every  turn  from  their  hard  ewnings  tbe 
amount  of  prunlum  paid  for  it,  ajud  enndung 
the  pampered  office-holder.  Just  m  proportion  as 
it  robs  tnem.  In  the  mean  time  the  otBee-hi^ 
ers  have  got  the  Government  exdunvely  to 
themselves.  Tbey  have  all.the  gold  to  them- 
selves. They  tell  us  that  the  G<)vemment  and 
the  people  must  be  separate  and  distinct,  that 
it  was  never  Intended  that  the  Government 
should -sympathize  with  tiieir  sufferings,  or  ex- 
tend relief  to  their  dfotresses.  And  how,  sir, 
does  this  golden.  Qoremment,  with  its  immense 
IMt^urions,  pay  its  own  debtsi  What  do  thnr 
^ve  to  tike  hard-t(^Ung  meohamo— the  age^ 
feeble,  and  tottering  war-worn  airier  of  tbe 
Bevolutionf  And  what  has  the  eonntry  fhr  a 
currency  f  Why,  rags,  rags;  not  **b8idc  rags" 
alone ;  no,  (for  they  grow  more  scarce  eveij 
day,)  but  aU  kinds  of  rags— a  complete  pieoe 
of  patchwork,  an  undistinguished  gatliering 
together  of  rottenness  and  conftadcm.  And,  to 
crown  tbe  whole,  the  President  and  his  ^ded 
partisans,  have  passed  tbe  bill  for  tiie  manufac- 
ture of  ten  millions  more  of  r^  with  whl<di 
«till  further  to  enrse  the  country — the  bill  cre- 
ating ten  millions  of  pf^Mr  money  for  the  people  I 

Wnat  next!  The  next  great  measure  that 
we  have  recommended  to  ns  is  the  hist  great 
experiment  of  those  in  power,  tbe  "  Snb-lreaB- 
ury  System."  TMs  proieot  has  not  yet  receiv- 
ed the  sanction  of  tbls  House,  and  I  pray 
Heaven  that  it  never  mi^.  It  is  now  before 
us  for  connderation.  I  purpose,  in  ofmolnnon, 
to  make  a  few  hasty  remana  upon  it  I  an 
opposed  to  this  measure.  Although  not  yet 
approved  by  Congress,  it  is  now  in  eperaticm. 
We  see  its  workings.  We  have  eaten  of  its 
fruits,  and,  for  myself;  they  are  distasbeflil  to 
me.  I  loi^e  them.  I  am  for  cutting  down 
the  tree  that  prodnced  them. 

Sir,  this  scheme  proposes  to  place  in  tbtf 
hands  of  individuals  who  are  dependent  (done 
on  the  will  of  the  President  for  their  oontin- 
uanoe  in  trfSoe,  aD,  yes  tH  the  oountleasmillkma 
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of  the  XDOit^  of  thia  Gorcnnnent  for  dblnme- 
DMt&t  and  Bsfe-keeplng.  These  men  are  to  re- 
orive  it,  iaiSA  it,  use  it,  wboi  and  as  tbej  please, 
■with  DO  earthly  barrier  between  it  and  the 
temptation  to  appropriate  it  to  their  own  uses, 
which  the  personal  custody  of  snch  immense 
toeastares  must  offer,  than  ^e  feeble  restrainta 
of  poor,  weak,  fallible  bamon  nature,  and  the 
fear  of  tbe  conseqaences  which  miglit  result 
from  an  ultimate  detection.  - 

How  man  J  receivers  and  holders  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  or  in  other  words,  how  many  "  sab- 
treasorers  "  there  will  be  scattered  throughout 
the  whole  extent  of  this  wide-spread  couat^,  no 
manoanatpresentdetennine.  In Erance, where 
a  dmilar  syatem  previa,  there  are  onehmidfed 
thoQsandl  Here  I  have  no  doabt^  in  a  ehort 
time,  the  nmnber  would  even  otceed  that 
These  men  are  to  bold  and  absolutely  possess 
Hbo  whole  treasures  of  the  nation.  Some  of 
them,  particularly  in  our  large  cities,  will  have 
millions  of  dollars  in  their  hands  at  a  time. 
One  uninterrupted  golden  current  will  be  con- 
tinually pouring  in  m>on  them.  What  a  temp- 
tation (eren  aude  from  party  political  influ- 
ences) is  thus  offered  to  use  a  portion  of  this 
money  occkuonally  or  continuoJly,  aa  need  or 
circumstances  may  require  ?  Sir,  the  tempta- 
tion will  be  irresistible.  Surrounded  by  needy 
or  preering  frienda  in  distresa,  whose  fiunilies 
and  forUines  they  think  may  he  oomforted  or 
reared  by  a  tboelT  loon ;  in  the  very  midst 
itfth»  exciting  whirl  of  8pecaIati<Hi,  wiui  fbr- 
tnne's  dazzling  Tlstons  nrfjhig  them  on  to  use 
the  treasures  confided  to  their  keeping,  and  em- 
bark in  schemes  promising  to  resiilt  In  the  en- 
joyment <^  immense  possessions,  and  with  a 
fiill  certainty  that  a  temporary  use  of  even  large 
amounts,  cannot  be  discovered;  taking  into 
eonsideration  with  these  cironmstances  the  &ct 
that  there  will  be  one  hundred  thousand  of 
these  men — I  say  they  will,  in  some  oases, 
inevitably  misappropriate  the  money.  Large 
amounts  of  it  mast  be  lost  The  treasures  of 
the  ooontry  will  be  pinndered.  Under  mch.  a 
^■tem  thwe  Is  no  safety  for  tiie  pnbllo  Amds. 

A  "aah-Treasnzy  hiU,'*  it  is  gently  termed 
in  this  Honse.  Befbre  the  oonntrj,  for  the 
purpose  of  deluding  the  people  and  exciting 
popolar  feelings  in  its  favor,  you  name  it  a 
"hill  to  divorce  the  Gkivemment  from  tbe 
hanks."  Bat  what  is  it  f  Trampling  the  mere 
name  under  our  feet,  and  looking  at  it  as  it  is, 
stripped  and  naked  in  all  its  odious  drformity 
—I  ask  what  is  it!  Why,  sir,  it  is  a  bill  for 
arresting  tbe  flow  of  our  prosperity — for  aub- 
verting  the  fundamental  prindplea  of  our  re- 

Sabtii>-a  bill  for  laying  the  corner-stone  of 
espotisih.  How  do  tiiose  in  power  recommend 
it  to  ust  What  argomenta  do  they  ui^  in 
fevor  of  its  adoption  !  "  Oh,"  they  aa^,  "  it  is 
DO  new  scheme.  It  exists  in  IVsnoe ;  it  floor- 
Idtes  In  Pyuria  and  Austria— It  has  grown  in- 
to fldl  and  vigorous  pMfeotSon  in  Busda.  It 
prevdls  in  Tarkey,  and  in  ererr  deqiotiam  of 
the  new  and  old  worid,!' 
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ySj  heart  shudders,  my  blood  enrdlea  at  thdr 
recommendations.  In  every  conntry  under 
heavoa  where  sntA  a  system  prevuls,  the  fec^de 
are  trampled  on  and  plunderad  of  their  rights ; 
ground  down  to  tbe  very  dust  by  the  awful 
despotian  of  their  rulers ;  bought  and  sold  like 
cattle  with  the  earUt,  persecuted  by  power, 
plundered  by  these  very  sub-treasnrera,  "  chain- 
ed to  the  brutes  and  fettered  to  the  soil."  And 
yet,  sir,  this  administrjition  and  its  advocates 
urge  tbe  example  of  these  odious  tyrannies,  as 
almost  the  only  argxmient  in  favor  of  the  adop- 
tion of  their  batefol  scheme.  They  tell  us  that 
their  plan  works  very  well  in  those  coontriea. 
But  they  do  not  tell  ue  that  it  is  there  the 
grand  engine  of  despotisin,  without  which  the 
people  could  not  he  k^t  in  slavery  I  Tea,  the 
plan  does  work  well  in  despotisms.  It  does  the 
work  effectn&ny.  It  works  admirably  w^ 
It  answers  the  veiy  purpose  for  which  it  was 
designed— that  of  tdnndering  and  enslaving  the 
people,  whilst  it  deprives  them  of  the  power  of 
resistance  I 

Where  am  I }  Is  It  possible  that  here,  ia 
this  mighty  capital  of  the  only  free  republic  on. 
earth,  with  the  deeds  of  our  sallant  fathers  still 
green  in  our  memories,  with  here  and  thcro 
one  of  their  lingering  associates  now  gazing 
npon  our  deliberations,  and  the  thunders  of 
Yorktown  yet  ringing  in  our  ears—is  it  poad- 
ble,  I  say,  under  these  elroumstanoe^  that  we 
can  calmly  listen  to  a  prmosition  to  abandoa 
the  settled  policy  of  our  Government  ftom  itH 
beginning  to  this  day,.desDise  and  denounce 
the  wisdom  of  its  immortal  fouMier,  r^eet  a 
course  which  has  secured  an  unexampled  pros- 
perity to  onr  countiT,  and  the  utmost  stretch 
of  liberty  to  ourselves — and  turn  back  and 
affectionately  embrace— ^ug  to  our  bosoms,  as 
jewels  above  all  price,  the  barbarous  mstitu- 
tions  of  the  dark  and  benighted  deniottsms  of 
the  old  world  ?  Are  we  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  counsels  of  onr  revolntionary  sages,  and  re- 
ceive for  our  guide  the.  arbitrai7  decreee  of  au- 
tocrats and  tyrants  t  Sir,  is  the  r^Uieaa 
seed,  scattered  f^  and  wide  by  our  linmortal 
sires,  to  be  eradicated  with  our  own  hands — 
and  are  we  to  transplant  into  onr  fertile  atdl 
the  sickly  shoots  of  despotism,  and  nurse,  and 
water,  and  ohensh  them  into  health  and  yigor 
and  fructification?  Heaven  forbid.  Letevety 
man  who  wishes  well  to  onr  republican  institu- 
tions put  th^  seal  of  hU  reprobation  on  this 
scheme. 

I  have  said  that  this  very  "sub-Treasury' 
system  "  is  one  of  the  great  means  used  by  the 
autocrats  of  Europe  for  perpetuatihg  their  tT- 
rannies.  In  the  hands  of  a  monarch  it  is  an 
engine  of  tremendous  power.  He  appoints 
every  officer.  They  are  aU  aI>solutcdy  dcmoident 
npon  him,  and  are  qipcnnted  to  do  his  bidding. 
Iliey  are  responsible  to  hfan  alone.  They  are 
scattered  all  over  the  empire.  Eveix  pettj 
district  has  its  officer  to  receive  and  hold  the 
revenues  of  the  Government  They  have  im- 
mediate communication  with  the  ywpla.  Of 


Th«  Bw^Trttway  Bill. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  0ONaBl!8& 


641 


Oaman,  1887.J 

oonne,  as  the  interest  of  the  officer  hinds  him 
to  serve  liis  sovereign,  and  as  there  is  no  one 
to  interfere  between  them,  the  money  he  re- 
ceives can  be  used  in  InflneneiDg  the  people  (or 
nhiecta  as  they  are  there  called)  in  any  way 
demrable.  Thos  thousands  and  tens  of  tbon- 
Mods  of  these  little  treasorers  are  ndng  the 
money  in  their  respective  districts,  bo  as  to" 
prodnce  the  draired  infinence  on  the  people. 
And  yet,  in  a  moment,  the  whole  treasure  can 
be  collected  in  oue  concentrated  mass  at  the 
nod  of  the  monarch.  Tliis  is  all  done  sileatly 
and  secretly.  The  evil  is  felt,  and  no  one  can 
tell  whence  it  comes.  Despotism  is  npon  them, 
and  they  have  no  means  to  break  it. 

This  nrstem  of  monarchy,  this  engine  of  des- 
potiaiif  u  tha  very  one  which  the  bill  nnder 
oonsideration  proposes  to  introduce  into  tUs 
eoimtry.  It  will  make  the  power  ef  the  Pres- 
ident as  mpreme  as  that  of  any  aotocrat  of  En- 
rope.  Yon  will  have  a  handred  thousand 
office-holders  appointed  by  the  President,  hold- 
ing their  office  at  hia  pleasure,  dependent  npon 
his  will  for  the  very  bread  they  Mt,  and  com- 
missioned to  do  his  bidding.  Every  neighbor- 
hood will  have  within  Its  narrow  confines  one 
of  these  "  snb-treasnrers"  "  to  harass  the  people 
and  eat  oat  their  snbstaQce."  The  land  will  be 
filled  with  spies  and  informers.  All  tiie  public 
money,  mtUions  on  millions,  will  he  in  their 
bonds  1  It  will  be  scattered  aboot  among  their 
pardsans,  become  the  source  of  oonntlesa  de- 
moralizing n>eculationB  npon  the  industry  and 
proper^  of  uie  people,  and  must  inevitably  end 
in  otncentrating  all  powwe  in  the  breast  of  the 
Ezecnttve.  Adopt  this  scheme,  carry  out  its 
movirionBinall  their  ramifications,  andtiiere  will 
be  no  salvation  for  this  republic;  republican 
forms  may  exist,  but  despotism  will  be  its  very 
life-blood,  its  pervading  spirit 

This  scneme  will  not  only  increase  the  num- 
ber of  your  officers  four-fold,  and  thus  quadruple 
the  taxes  of  the  people,  hut  it  will  famish  Gov- 
ernment with  an  irresistible  means  of  control- 
ling the  popular  will.  These  officers  mast  use 
the  money  to  promote  the  views  of  their  mas- 
tera.  They  are  appointed  for  that  parpose. 
He  who  would  dare  refuse  to  do  their  bidding; 
would  not  only  be  inatanUy  disniaaed,  but 
hunted  beyond  the  pale  of  national  oon^derap* 
tifm ;  ye^  be  denatioQalized  and  proscribed  by 
fhe  binding  hacks  of  party  power. 


.  BxTUSDAY,  October  14. 

FUvida  War. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  bus- 
iness of  yesterday  morning,  which  was  the  con- 
sideration of  Mr.  Wisa'a  resolntion  on  the  Flor- 
ida war ;  and  the  question  being  on  Ur.  Ho- 
Eat'b  motion  to  poa^ione  the  oontidaration  <rf 
,  the  resolatiw  to  the  Ist  of  December  aext^ 
Ur.  UimiBwooo  said  that,  in  the  eariy  stages 
of  the  debate  upon  the  resolntion  nnder  einiad- 
eration,  be  understood  the  genaemanflmn  Yir- 
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^ia  (Mr.  Wmz)  to  ai^  that  be  had  been  in- 
formed, in  a  manner  entitled  to  oredit,  thai 
Genend  Jesnp  had  entered  into  an  engagement 
with  HopothlehcdK^  stipnlatiag  to  aecnre  and 
protect  uat  chief  in  his  posseanona,  worided 
he  would  ^ve  his  aid  to  the  army  of  tne  Unife- 
ed  States,  and  asust  Qenerid  Jesup  in  his  op- 
erations ;  tJtiat  tiie  gaUant  Indian  chief;  relying 
upon  Uie  assarancea  General  Jesop,  had  de- 
voted himself  to  our  service,  and  tliat,  after 
success  crowned  the  operations  of  General  Je- 
sop, he  turned  upon  the  chief  in  violation  of 
his  engagement,  and  drove  him  from  his  pos- 
sessions. I  was  forcibly  impressed  at  the  time 
with  the  impropriety  of  the  conduct  thus  im- 
puted to  General  Jesnp.  I  could  «Dt  believe 
that  a  gallant  soldier,  who  had  iis«i  from  the 
humblest  ranks  to  the  command  of  an  armji 
wlio  had  on  sevend  ooctdooa  dii^dayed  a  oom- 
biuatiim  of  talenta  and  bravery  which  indnoed 
the  country  to  confide  in  him  as  a  fit  com- 
mander in  the  South,  would  so  far  debiua  him- 
self as  to  decoy  an  Indian  diief  into  his  service, 
by  a  promise  of  protection,  and,  as  aoon  as  be 
had  answered  his  purposes,  turn  upon  his 
ally  in  violation  of  his  eng^ement,  and  expel 
him  from  his  home.  Such  condact  would  not 
only  have  been  disgraceful  to  General  Jesup  as 
a  man,  but  it  would  tarnish  the  repatation  of 
the  country,  regarding  him  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  country.  Feeling  as  I  did,  I  asked 
the  gentleman  from  Yirginia  whether  General 
Je8up*s  engagement  with  HopotlildH^iola,  and 
after  eoDOoot,  had  been  the  result  of  wders 
emanating  from  hi^er  authority,  or  whether 
General  Jesup  alone  waa  resp<HisiUet  The 
gentieman's  information  did  not  enable  him  to 
answer.  I  deemed  it  proper  to  communicate 
the  substance  of  the  statement  made  hj  the 
mentieman  from  Yirfpnia,  to  General  Sdsap, 
On  the  day  before  yesterday  I  received  his  an- 
swer, in  which  he  says :  No  such  treaty  or 
engagement  as  that  stated  to  have  been  made 
was  ever  tbought  of ;  every  engagement  made 
with  Hopothlehohola,  so  far  as  depended  npon 
me,  or  so  far  .as  I  am  infonned,  has  been  faith- 
fully fulfilled."  Thua,  At,  a  ^rect  contradic- 
tion is  given  by  Genwal  J«np  to  t^e  informa- 
tion eonunn&ieated  to  the  mHiBe.  His  lettw 
evinoea  a  de^  to  have  the  "  whole  subject  of 
the  war  in  Alabama  and  Florida  investigated." 
Instead  of  shrinlung  Aromit,  be  invites  it  Hia 
language  is :  "  Let  persons  and  paper*  be  sent 
for ;  let  investigation  be  pushed  to  the  ntniost, 
I  have  nothing  to  fear." 

In  reference  to  the  supposed  treaty  or  ea- 
^;agement  with  Hopothlehohola,  the  G^eral 
maignantiy  remarks  that,  had  it  been  niad& 
'*no  power  on  earth  should  have  oompelled 
him  to  violate  it"  He  would  have  surrendered 
hia  commission  sooner  than  have  presented 
himself  before  the  world  in  the  attitude  <tf 
playiiu  tiie  hypocrite  with  an  Indian  chief; 
and,  after  securing  his  oonftdenee  and  aaaislanoe, 
taming  tmon  him  tiie  instmmenta  OF  dertrsth 
tion.  Booh  Bmtinwnta  are  wwtbr  of  an.  Anwv 
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iean  genenl ;  and  I  tnut,  eir,  tiiey  meet  with 
proper  nmp^y  in  the  boKans  of  me  niemben 
of  tnifl  Hoose. 

I  hare  thought  it  an  act  of  jostloe  to  General 
Jemip  to  make  the  preceding  statement ;  and 
now  that  I  am  np,  I  eball  take  the  occasion  to 
gay,  that  I  tnut  the  resolntioD  will  be  adopted, 
and  that  the  fullest  investigation  may  be  had 
Into  all  the  0[>er&tionB  of  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  Wise  vindicated  himself  from  having,  in 
his  own  person,  made  the  charge  at  all :  he  had 
stated  it  as  it  hod  been  stated  to  him :  be  re- 
joice to  hear  the  language  of  General  Jeaap  ia 
ralatloa  to  it :  but  insisted  that  this  very  reply 
went  to  show  the  importance  of  the  invest^ia- 
tion  he  adrooated,  that  JnsUoe  might  be  done 
to  the  innocent,  while  the  gailty  were  expoa- 
ad. 

ICr.  TTnisbwood  exonlpated  Mr.  Wm  from 
all  blame  in  the  matter,  and  expreesed  appro- 
bation of  bia  cottn^  as  an  h<Hieat  dlN^ai^  of 
his  diit^. 

Si^Treasury  Bill. 

The  question  being  on  orderios  to  its  third 
reading  the  bill  from  the  Bcnate  InlpoaiDg  addi- 
tiraial  duties,  as  depodtaries,  in  certain  cases, 
cm  pnblio  officers- 

Mr.  Olabk,  of  New  York,  satd :  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  do  not  rise  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  bill,  or 
to  express  any  opinion  in  relation  to  them.  I 
■hoald  have  preferred  that  a  moticm  had  be«a 
made  to  postpone  its  ftirther  oon^eration  ontil 
the  first  day  of  the  next  session.  The  subject 
matter  ttf  the  bill  is  one  on  which  th^re  is, 
among  the  friends  of  the  administration,  a 
difference  of  opinion,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  an 
honest  difference.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  a  Mend  of  the  administration,  in  his 
remarks  of  yesterday,  regretted  that  he  should 
be  called  upon  at  this  time  for  final  action  on 
the  bill.  Be  preferred  to  wait  until  an  oppor- 
tunity should  be  afforded  to  him  to  asoeitain 
the  wishes  of  his  constituents.  In  these  views 
I  concur.  In  voting  for  the  present  motion,  I 
shall  do  so  for  the  same  reasons  which  woidd 
inflouioe  me  to  vote  fi>r  a  postponement  until 
the  next  sesnon,  otmsidermg  the  eflbots  the 
•ame,  neither  of  which  determines  the  ultimate 
fiite  of  the  bill.  The  vote  I  am  about  to  ^ve 
will  fbmlsh  no  evidence  of  my  opinion  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  or  of  my  action  on  the 
question  of  its  final  passage.  The  sub-Treasury 
scheme,  considered  as  an  administration  meas- 
ure ia  novel.  In  188S,  it  was  nroposed  by  the 
whigs  in  Oongress,  and  received  the  nnanlmous 
and  vigorous  opposition  of  the  democratic  mem- 
bers. Whether  it  is  possible  for  the  opposition 
to  originate  a  good  measure,  I  will  not  inquire. 
Tli^nave,  however,  been  unfortunate  inpre- 
aenniw  at  this  sesdon  any  measnr^  good,  bod, 
or  inmfferent,  always  saving  and  exct^ng 
their  sovereign  remedy,  their  universal  ponaoea 
fiw  all  our  fiscal  nuuMUes,  the  United  States 
Bank. 

I  r^wat  tliat  this  measure^  as  a  demooratio 
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one.  is  new.  Pablic  (^iai(m  has  not  been 
suffidentiy  enllgfatened  to  draw  any  correct 
oondorion  of  its  dlsporition.  It  has  not  been, 

to  aoy  considerable  extent,  the  subject  of  dis- 
cusfflon,  either  in  the  social  circle,  or  in  the 
primary  assemblies  of  the  people.  And  the 
same  remark  is  true  as  r^ards  tiie  newspaper 
press.  I  doubt  whether  five  country  papers  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  previous  to  the  session 
of  Congress,  hod  canvassed  this  project,  or 
given  any  opinions  thereon,  The  Albany  Ar- 
gus, the  leading  democratic  journal  in  that 
State — a  journal  which  possess^  great  influence 
over  the  oonutry  press — had  not,  up  to  that 
period,  taken  ground  on  tliis  subject.  Under 
these  drcumstances,  it  can  hardly  be  expected 
that  resolutions  emanating  from  county  con- 
ventions ooidd  be  consider©!  as  furnishing  that 
evidence  of  the  popular  will  as  they  otherwise 
would.  All  the  republican  conventions  have- 
exi»msed  their  approbation  of  the  general  prin- 
dples  sot  forth  m  the  Message ;  few  of  uiem, 
however,  have  given  any  expression  of  opinion 
as  regards  this  specific  measure.  Ko  one  is  more 
ready,  on  all  occasions,  to  how  with  deference  to 
the  will  of  his  constituents,  when  fwrned  upoa 
reflection  and  deliberation,  and  fairly  and  faUy 
expressed,  than  myself;  and  it  will  ever  be  my 
pleasure  to  carry  tiiat  will  into  execution. 
Were  I  opposed  to  this  bOI,  (and  I  repeat  tiiat 
I  give  no  opinion  in  regard  to  it,)  X  would,  with 
alacrity,  surrender  my  own  o^ion  at  the  foet 
of  my  constitueuts. 

It  has  been  my  misfcvtune  not  to  have  en- 
joyed any  Inter^iange  of  sentiment  with  my 
constituents,  as  have  most  of  the  gentiemeu  of 
this  House.  I  wish  to  obey  their  will,  and  for 
this  purpose  I  should  be  glad,  by  a  personal 
intwriew,  to  ascertun  that  will ;  and  when 
ascertained,  I  shidi  not  fdl  to  execute  it 

Mr.  C.  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  thereupon  taken,  as 
follows: 

Tus. — ^Messrs  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Brign,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Galhoon,  W.  B.  Camp- 
belV^hn  OamptwII,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Cham- 
bets,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Glai^  Clowney,  Conrin, 
Cnuwtou,  Crockett,  Cutis,  Cushing,  Dariington, 
Dawson,  Dsvies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore, 
Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  flllmore,  J.  Garland, 
R,  Oariand,  GiMde,  J.  Graham,  W.  Grataam,  Grave^ 
Orennell,  Griffin,  Halsted,  Harian,  Haiper,  Hastingti, 
Haves,  Henry,  Herod,  Hofffaian,  Hopkins,  Henrj 
Johnson,  W,  C.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Lawler,  Lmre, 
Lincoln,  A  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Hallory,  Harrin,  J.  M. 
Hason,  S.  Haaon,  ICanry,  Hay,  Maxwell,  Menefee, 
Heroer,  Hilligan,  M.  Morris,  C.  Hoiris,  Nudor, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Patton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Ptfl- 
lips.  Pope,  Potts,  Bariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Readier, 
Ridiardaon,  Ridgway,  Rutnsey,  Rnssell,  Sawyw,  Ser- 
geant, A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  SUey, 
^ade.  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Staaly,  Stewart, 
Stone,  Stratton,  Taii^erro,  Thompson,  lillingbast, 
Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  John  White,  E. 
WhItUesey,  L.  WilliamB,  Bherrod  Williams,  J.  L. 
WiUisms,  a  H.  WUliams^  Wise,  Toike— 119. 
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K1.T8.— Mean.  Audenon,  Audreira^  Athertoo, 
Beatt7,  Beiroe,  Blcknell,  Birdaall,  Boon,  Bonldin, 
Brodbead,  Bronaon,  Bruyn,  Bynum,  Cunbreleog,  T. 
J.  Caxter,  Chanej,  ChiymMj  Cilley,  Claibome, 
Oeraluid,  Coles,  Connor,  Cnug,  Ctt^untn,  Davee, 
DeGreff,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Fbi^igtoo,  Fairfield,  I. 
Fleb^,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholsoo,  Glascock, 
Grant,  Ony,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
HaiAiDB,  ^ynea,  Holsey,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H. 
Hunter,  R.  H.  T.  Hunter,  Ingfaam,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J. 
Jadkaon,  J,  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J,  W.  Jones,  Kem- 
Ue,  Klingensmith,  I^adbetter,  Lewis,  Ijo^h,  Ar- 
pfaued  Loomis,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McCIeliao,  A. 
MoClellan,  McClure,  HcKim,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Moon,  Mngan,  S.  W.  Mmris,  Mobleabei^  Noble, 
Owens,  Palmer,  Fuker,  Pannenter,  Faynter,  Fenny- 
backer,  FetrUdD,  Plckeiu,  Plnmer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Fkentlaa,  Beily,  Bives,  Bobertaon,  Bheffer,  Sheplor, 
Spenctt,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titua,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Tumey,  Vail,  Taaderreer,  Wsgener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  T.  T.  WUtUewy,  J.  W.  Wi&ami^  WarOang- 
ton,  Yell— 107. 

Bo  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

"ill.  GsiFriN  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
Tota  by  whioh  the  bill  bad  been  lud  on  the 
table.  ' 

Kr.  Borden  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  a 
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reconsideration  on  the  table,  which  was  decided 
by—yeas  118,  nays  IOC. 

80  tinB  Hooae  ordered  tLe  moUon  to  neon- 
aider  to  lie  on  the  table. 

AdjoummeTU. 

The  resolntion  which  had  been  received  from 
the  Senate,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  FreddeDb  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that,  unless  be  had 
other  oommnnications  to  make  to  Congresa,  the 
two  Honses  were  about  to  close  the  present 
session  by  an  a^onmment^  was  now  taken  up 
and  agreed  to,  and 

Ur.  Thokas  of  Haryland,  Mr.  Fora  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Ur.  Txtlob  of  Kew  York,  were 
appointed  of  the  oommittee  on  the  part  of  the 
House. 

Hr.  Thmcas  having  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  the  purpose  had  waited 
on  the  I^esident  of  the  United  BtatecL  and  re- 
ceived for  answer  to  their  messnge  to  him  that 
he  had  no  further  commnnlcation  to  make, 

The  Honse  a^oumed  until  the  first  Mradaj 
in  December  next,  the  day  fixed  by  the  Conatl- 
tution  of  the  United  States  for  the  annual  meet* 
ing  of  Congresa. 
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TWENTT-nFTH  C0N6RESS.-SEC0NIf  SESSION. 


>  ... 

FROOEEDINGS  AKD  DKBATES 

CC  THK 

SENATE  AND  HOUSE  OF  BEPEESENTATIVES, 


[Hw  fimn  of  tha  origtnat  Debttet,  m  reported,  is  dumged  it  thb  date,  and  the  proceedhtgi  of  aadt 
(ley  ere  pboed  together,  insteed  of  the  distinct  coDtinnoos  reports  of  the  proceedisgB  of  each  fbmse  daring 
the  entfie  Seerion.] 


TS  BSWATE. 

HoKDXT,  Bee.  4,  1881 

Hie  second  session  o^the  twen^-fifth  Con- 
gresB  convened  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gkuhdt,  the  cnstomaiy 
resolntUHis  of  information  to  the  Preudent  and 
the  Eoiue  of  Bepreeentatiyes  were  passed. 


BOUSE  OF  BXFRXaEBTATIVXS. 

December  4, 1887. 

The  roll  of  the  memben  of  the  House  wu 
called  over  by  States. 

On  motion  of  l£r,  Mcm.K?TBERO,  a  message 
was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  to  inform 
that  body  that  s  qnonim  of  the  Honse  of  Rep- 
resentatives had  assembled}  and  that  the  Honse 
was  ready  to  proceed  to  bnshiess. 

On  moti(m  Ur.  HuHLEXBEBa^  a  committee 
of  three  wss  i^>p(diited,  in  coijnnction  with 
mdi  oomndttee  as  might  be  wpointed  on  the 
part  fk  the  Senate,  to  widt  on  the  Frerideot  of 
the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
Honaes  Oongreas  had  conTened,  and  were 
ready  to  receive  any  ooamnnioaUtHi  he  might 
be  leased  to  make.  

TS  SENATE. 

TviSDAT,  Dooember 

ICr.  HinauB  of  New  Hampehire,  and  Hr. 
Taujcabse     New  Trark,  took  th^  seats. 

The  fidlowing  Ueassge  was  received  from  the 
President  of  tha  TTnited  States : 

FViMt-d^mu  of  tJu  Senate 

attd  Botue  of  JtepretenioHva : 
We  liKTe  reason  to  renew  the  cxpreanon  of  our 
devout  gntUode  to  the  Gitxb  or  all  Good  for  his 


benign  protection.  Onr  coontiy  presents,  on  crery 
dde,  the  evidences  of  that  eontinaed  U.vca,  under 
whoitt  auqrfees  ft  has  gradnally  risen  IriMn  a  few 
feeble  and  dependent  Gokmiee  to  a  prasperoas  md 
powerflil  Confedetacy.  We  are  blessed  irith  do- 
mestto  tranqaillity,  and  all  the  elements  of  natkoal 
prosperity.  The  pestilence  which,  invading  tor  a 
time,  some  flonridung  portions  of  the  Union,  inter- 
ntpted  the  general  prerBlenoe  of  nnnsaal  beahh, 
hu  hapfjly  been  limited  in  extent,  and  anested  m 
its  fatal  career.  The  indastry  and  prudence  oi  oar 
dtiiens  are  ^adually  rdieving  them  fVom  Oe  |iecB- 
niaiy  embamesmente  nnder  ^dti  pwtlous  of  ttem 
bare  labored ;  Judicions  legisUtfoo,  and  the  natural 
and  bonndleaa  resources  of  the  countrr,  have  af- 
forded wise  and  timely  aid  to  private  enterptiae ; 
and  the  activity  always  characteristic  of  onr  peofde 
has  already.  In  a  graat  d^;ree,  resomed  tts  nsoal 
ai^profltatue  dhan^s. 

Tm  condition  of  our  foreign  relaticms  has  not 
materially  changed  rince  the  last  annnal  meas^^ 
of  my  pffedecesBor.  We  remain  at  peace  with  all 
nations ;  and  no  efforts  on  my  part,  connatent  with 
the  preeoTvtion  of  onr  righta  and  the  honor  of  the 
country,  stull  be  spared  to  maintain  a  podtiOD  ao 
consonant  to  onr  InstitntionsL  We  have  AiUifiilly 
sustained  the  foreign  poTicj  with  wMch  the  Uidted 
States,  under  the  guidance  of  thdr  first  Presideait, 
took  their  stand  in  the  ftmily  of  nations — that  of 
r^ulating  their  intercourse  witii  other  povCT  by 
the  approved  principles  of  private  life ;  askii^  and 
acconling  equal  rights  and  equal  privileges ;  render- 
ing and  demanding  justice  in  all  cases ;  advancing 
th<ir  own,  and  disCTi^ng  the  mteudoos  of  othera, 
with  oandw,  dlreotness,  and  oncerity ;  appea^ng  at 
aU  times  to  reason,  fant  never  yiddlng  to  force,  nor 
seeking  to  acquire  any  thing  for  themselves  by  its 
exercise. 

A  rigid  adherence  to  this  policy  has  left  this  Qvr- 
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emment  frith  icaroely  a  ctium  apon  its  jaetice,  for 
injoriea  arising  fh>m  acts  commitWd  by  its  autliority. 
Toe  most  impoeiiig  asci  perplexing  oif  tiiose  of  the 
United  States  iqxm  fornga  Govemmenta,  for  ag- 
greadODg  upon  our  dtizeos,  were  diiposod  of  by 
mj  predecessor,  Indepoidently  of  the  bfneflts 
conferred  upon  our  ciliz«&B  by  restoring  to  the  met^ 
cantile  comnnmity  so  many  miilions  of  irfaich 
they  had  been  wrongfully  dirested,  a  great  service 
was  also  rendered  to  nis  country  by  the  satisfiuitoTy 
atyiutment  of  so  many  andad  and  irritating  sub- 
jects of  contention;  nd  it  reflects  no  ordinary  credit 
OQ  bU  eacoessfnl  administration  of  patdic  affldrs, 
that  Ms  great  ot^ect  was  aocomplt^ied,  without 
compromiamg,  on  any  occasion,  either  the  iMmor,  or 
the  peace  of  the  nation. 

With  European  powen  no  new  sal;jects  of  diiB- 
oulty  hare  arisen ;  and  those  which  were  under  dii- 
eusnon,  althon^  not  temdnated.  do  not  present  a 
more  unfavorable  aspect  for  the  flttoie  preserratlon 
of  that  good  understanding,  iriddi  it  has  ever  been 
our  desire  to  cultirate. 

Of  pending  questions,  the  most  important  is  that 
which  eiista  with  the  Goremment  of  Great  Britwn, 
in  respect  to  our   north-eastern  boundary.  It 
is  with  unfeigned  regret,  that  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  must  look  back  upon  the  abortive  efforts 
made  by  the  ExeeutiTe,  for  a  period  of  more  than 
half  a  oentnry,  to  determine,  what  no  nation 
ehonld  snffbr  long  to  remain  in  dispute,  the  true 
line  which  divides  its  posseauons  from  tiiose  of 
o&er  powers.   The  nature  of  the  settlements  on  the 
borders  of  the  Uidted  States,  and  of  the  neighbor- 
ing territory,  was  for  a  season  saA,  that  this  per- 
haps was  not  IndisponsBlde  to  a  faithful  perform- 
BDoe  of  the  duties  of  the  Federal  Gorenment 
Time  has,  howerw,  changed  this  state  of  thtogs ; 
and  has  bronght  about  a  condition  of  a&irs,  in 
which  the  true  interests  of  both  oountries  impera- 
tivdy  require  that  this  question  should  be  put  at 
rest   It  is  not  to  be  dh^ised,  that  with  foU  oon- 
fidenee  often  expressed,  In  the  desire  ol  the  British 
Government  to  terminate  it,  we  are  Kpputva&f  as 
far  from  its  adjostment  as  we  were  at  Jme  time  <^ 
eigmng  the  treaty  of  peace,  In  1788.    The  sole 
result  of  long  pending  negotiations,  and  a  per- 
plexing art>itration,  ^peara  to  be  a  conviction, 
on  its  part,  that  a  conventional  line  must  be 
adi^rted,  from  the  impoeribility  of  ascertaining  the 
true  one  according  to  the  description  contained 
In  that  toeaty,   Withoot  coinciding  in  this  opini(M), 
wliicfa  is  not  thought  to  be  well  fonnded,  my  prede- 
cessor gave  the  strongest  proof  of  the  earnest  de8u« 
of  tiie  United  States  to  terminate  satisfactorily  tliis 
dispute,  by  pnqxidng  the  substitution  of  a  conven- 
tional line,  'k  the  oooaent  of  tiie  States  Interested  in 
the  question  ooold  be  obtained.   To  this  pn^Msi- 
tion,  no  answw  has  yet  been  leodved.  Hie 
attention  of  the  Britidk  Government  has,  however, 
been  urgently  invited  to  the  nlneot,  and  its  reply 
cannot,  I  am  c<mfident,  bo  mocn  longer  delayed. 
The  general  relations  betwe«i  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  are  of  the  most  fHoidty  character, 
and  I  am  well  sattafled  of  the  dneere  ^aposition  of 
that  Goremment  to  nudnfadn  than  upon  their  pres- 
ent footing.    This  disposition  has  also,  I  am  per- 
suaded, become         general  with  the  people  of 
England  than  «t  any  previous  period.   It  is  scarce-  < 
]y  necessary  to  say  to  yon,  how  cordially  it  is  re-  i 
^trooated  by  tiie  Government  and  peoj^e  of  the  i 
Tndted  States.   The  eouvktloB,  vUoli  mint  be  1 
TouXnL— 85 
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'  common  to  all,  of  the  iqjuiious  consequences  that 
result  from  keeping  open  this  irritating  question, 
>  and  the  certainty  that  its  final  settiement  cannot  be 
.  much  longer  deferred,  will,  I  trust,  lead  to  an  euij 
■  and  satisfactory  a^ustment    At  your  last  ses- 
I  Euon,  I  laid  before  you  the  recent  cconmunications 
between  the  two  Governments,  and  between  this 
Government  and  that  of  the  State  of  Uvne,  in  whose 
solicitude,  cooceming  a  sulyect  in  which  she  had 
so  deep  an  interest,  every  portion  of  the  Union  par- 
ticipates. 

The  feelings  produced  by  a  temporary  inteirup- 
tioQ  of  tliose  harmonious  relations  between  Franca 
and  the  United  States,  which  are  due  as  well  to  the  ' 
recollections  of  former  times  as  to  a  correct  appre- 
ciation of  existing  interests,  liave  been  happily  suo- 
oeeded  by  a  cordial  cUspoaition  on  both  sides  to  cul- 
tivate in  active  friendship  in  their  future  inter- 
course. The  opinion,  imdonbtedly  correct,  and 
steadily  entertained  by  na,  that  the  conuuen^' re- 
lations at  present  existing  between  the  two  countries 
are  susceptible  of  great  and  reciprocally  beneficial 
improvements,  is  obviously  gaimng  ground  in 
France ;  and  I  am  assured  of  the  dispo^tion  of 
that  Government  to  flavor  the  accomplishment  of 
Such  an  ot^ect.  This  dispodtibn  shall  be  met  in 
inajwopersinritonoar  part  The  few  and  compai*- 
tively  unimportant  questions  that  remain  to  Ite  ad- 
justed between  us,  can,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  settled 
with  entire 'Satisfaction,  and  without  difficulty. 

Between  Russia  and  the  United  States,  senti- 
ments of  good  will  continue  to  be  mutually  cherish- 
ed. Our  Minister  recentiy  accredited  to  tiut  Court, 
has  been  received  with  a  fiankness  and  owdiality,' 
and  with  evidences  of  respect  tot  his  country,  wUdi 
leave  us  no  room  to  doubt  the  preservation  In  fb- 
tnre  <d  those  amicable  and  librae  relations  whidi 
have  BO  long  and  so  uninterruptedly  existed  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  On  the  few  sul^ecta 
under  discusaon  betweoi  us,  an  eariy  and  just 
decision  Is  cwfldently  anticipated. 

A  c(MTe«pondence  nas  been  opoied  vrith  tiie  Gor- 
emment of  Austria,  for  the  estaoMiment  of  diplo- 
matic relations,  in  confomdty  irith  the  wishes  of 
CongresB,  as  Indicated  by  an  appropriation  act  of  the 
session  of  1837,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  pur- 
pose, which  will  be  duly  carried  into  effect. 

With  Austria  and  Frosda,  and  with  Oke  States  of 
the  German  empire,  now  compodng  with  Uie  latter 
the  Commercial  League,  our  political  relations  are  of 
the  most  friendly  character,  whilst  our  commerdal 
intercourse  is  gradually  extending,  with  benefit  to 
all  who  are  engaged  in  it. 

Civil  war  yet  rages  in  Spun,  producing  intense 
snfTering  to  its  own  people,  and  to  other  nations 
inconvenience  and  regret  Our  citi2»n8  wbo  have 
didniB  i^on  that  oonntry  will  be  prtriodioed  tac  s 
time  by  the  oonditim  of  its  Treasury,  uw  inevitable 
consequence  of  long-oontinned  and  euiausttng  Internal 
wars.  The  last  instalment  of  the  interest  of  the  debt 
due  under  the  convention  with  the  Queen  of  Spain 
has  not  been  paid ;  and  omilor  failures  may  be  ex- 
pected to  happen,  until  a  portioii  of  the  resoonws  at 
her  kinylom  can  be  devoted  to  the  ertingniabment  of 
its  foreign  debt 

Having  recdved  satisfactory  evidence  that  discrim- 
inating tonnage  duties  were  charged  upon  the  vess^ 
of  the  United  States  in  the  porta  of  Portugal,  a  proc- 
lamation was  issued  on  the  llth  day  of  October  last, 
in  complianoe  witii  the  act  of  Uay  2S,  16S2,  declar- 
ing tlut  fiuBt ;  and  tiia  duties  on  formgn  tonnage 
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■which  were  loried  apon  Portugaese  veflselB  in  the 
United  StRtes,  pnMooaly  to  the  passage  of  that  act, 
are  aceordbigly  revived. 

The  act  of 'Jut;  4,  1886,  saspeniUng  the  dlecrlmi- 
nating  duties  upon  the  produce  of  Portugal  imported 
into  5iia  country  in  Portuguese  vessela,  was  p&ssed 
upon  the  application  of  that  Goremment,  through  its 
representattTe  here,  under  the  belief  that  no  similar 
diBcrimination  existed  in  POTtugal  to  the  pr^udioe  of 
the  United  States.  I  regret  to  state  that  such  datles 
are  now  exacted  in  that  country  upon  the  cargoes  of 
American  vessels ;  and  as  tho  act  referred  to  Tests 
no  discretion  in  the  Executive,  it  is  for  Congress  to 
determine  upon  the  expediency  of  further  legislation 
on  the  subject.  Against  these  discriminations,  aiTcct- 
Ing  the  vessels  of  this  country  and  their  cargoes, 
seasonable  remonstrance  was  made,  and  notice  was 
rarcn  to  the  Fortngoew  Government  that  unlen 
uiey  Bhoidd  be  dlsconl^oed,  the  adoption  of  coun- 
tervailing measures  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
would  b^omc  necessary ;  but  the  reply  of  that  Gov- 
ernment, received  at  the  Department  of  State  through 
our  Charge  d^Afl^res  at  Lisbon,  in  the  month  of 
September  Ust,  afforded  no  ground  of  hope  for  the 
abandonment  of  «  sySiein  bo  little  in  haiinony  with 
the  treatment  shown  to  the  Teaeeb  of  Portugal,  and 
their  cargoes  in  the  ports  of  this  coonbr,  and  so 
contrary  to  tlie  expectations  we  had  a  ri^t  to  en- 
tcrtdn. 

With  Holland,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Naples,  and  Bel- 
gium, a  friendly  intercourse  has  been  ui^itemiptedly 
muntuned. 

With  the  Government  of  the  Ottoman  Forte  and 
Ite  dependencies  on  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean, 
peace  and  good  will  are  carefblly  cultivated,  and 
nave  been  fostered  by  such  good  offices  as  the  rel- 
ative distance  and  the  condition  of  tiuwe  oounbies 
would  permit. 

Our  commerce  with  Greece  is  carried  on  under  Ute 
laws  of  the  two  govenimentsi,  reciprocally  beneficial 
totheiUTigatii^interflBtBofboth;  and  I  have  rm- 
son  to  look  forward  to  the  adoptiim  of  other  meas- 
ttres  wUdi  will  be  more  extencdvely  and  permanently 
advantageous. 

Copies  of  the  treaties  conduded  with  the  Govern- 
ments of  Siam  and  Muscat  are  transmitted  for  the 
information  of  Congress,  the  ratificationa  having 
been  received,  and  uie  treaties  made  public,  tdnce 
tiie  dose  of  the  last  animal  session.  Already  have 
we  reason  to  congratulate  ourselvea  on  the  prospect 
of  consdderable  commercial  benefit;  and  we  have, 
beddes,  received  from  the  Sultan  of  Huscat  prompt 
evidence  of  his  desire  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly 
feelings,  by  liberal  acta  towards  one  of  our  veesels, 
bestowed  in  a  manner  so  striking  as  to  require  on 
our  part  a  grateful- uJcnowledgment. 

Our  commerce  with  tlie  lalimds  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
Bieo  still  labors  under  heavy  restrictions,  the  contin* 
oance  of  which  is  a  snl^ect  of  r^ret  The  only 
effect  of  an  adherence  to  them  will  be  to  benefit  the 
navigation  of  other  countries,  at  Ihe  expense  both 
of  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

The  independent  nations  of  this  continent  have, 
ever  rince  they  emerged  from  the  colonial  state, 
experienced  severe  trula  In  th^  progress  to  the 
permeneot  establishment  of  liberal  polttieal  institu- 
tions. Their  unsettled  condition  not  only  inter- 
rupts their  own  advances  to  prosperity,  but  has  often 
seriously  injured  the  other  powers  of  the  worid.  The 
claims  of  our  citizens  upon  Peru,  Q^l,  Brasl,  the 
Argentina  Ecpublic,  the  Governments  formed  out 
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of  the  Republics  of  Colombia  and  Mexico,  are  still 
pending,  although  manv  of  them  hare  been  presented 
for  examination  more  tnan  twenty  years.  New  Grena- 
da, Venezuda,  and  Ecuador,  have  recently  formed  a 
convention  for  tiie  purpose  <tf  ascertaining  and  ad- 
justing cldms  upon  the  RepuWic  of  Colombia,  from 
which  it  is  earnestly  hoped  our  citizens  wiU,  ere  long, 
receive  ftall  compensation  for  the  iiguries  oripnally 
Inflicted  npoB  them,  and  Sot  the  delay  in  affor^i^  it. 

An  advantageous  treaXj  <^  commerce  has  beat 
concluded  by  the  United  States  with  ^e  Peru-Boli- 
vian Confederation,  which  waqta  only  the  ratificatim 
of  that  Government.  The  prognaa  of  a  subsequent 
negotiation  for  the  settiement  of  claims  npon  Pern, 
has  been  unfaTord)ly  afilected  by  the  war  between 
that  power  and  Chili,  and  the  .Aj^utine  Bepublic-; 
and  tiie  same  event  is  also  likely  to  produce  ddaya 
in  the  settlement  of  our  demands  on  tboae  powen. 

The  aggravating  drcumstancea  ccanected  with  our 
claims  upon  Mexico,  and  a  variety  of  events  tondi- 
iog  the  honor  and  integrity  of  our  Government,  led 
my  predecessor  to  moke,  at  the  second  sesaon  of 
the  last  Congress,  a  Eq>edal  recommendatton  of  the 
course  to  be  pursued  to  obtain  a  speedy  and  final 
tttiafkctlon  of  the  mjuiies  eomplidiied  of  by  this  Gov- 
onmentandbyonrdtizens.  Be  recommended  a  final 
demand  of  redress,  with  a  contingent  autfaori^  to 
the  Executive  to  make  reprisals,  if  that  demand 
should  be  made  in  vain.  From  the  {Koceedings  of 
Congress  on  that  recommendation,  it  appeared  that  the 
opimon  of  both  branches  of  the  L^slature  coincided 
i^tliBtof  the  Ezeeolive,  that  any  mode  itf  redres 
known  to  die  law  of  nations  might  jnstifl^y  be 
used.  It  was  obvious,  too,  that  Congress  believed, 
with  the  Fre«dcnt,  that  another  demand  should  be 
made,  in  order  to  give  undeniable  and  eatiafactocy 
proof  of  our  desire  to  avrnd  extremities  with  a  vsa^ 
boring  power ;  but  that  there  was  an  indispoutioa  to 
vest  a  discretionary  authority  in  the  Executive  to 
take  redress,  should  it  unforbmateiy  be  either  doiied 
or  unieasimably  delayed  flu  Mexican  Oovemmmt 
8o  soon  as  the  neoessary  docionents  were  pc^iared, 
after  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  ^speciat 
messenger  was  sent  to  Mexico,  to  make  a  final  de- 
mand of  redress,  with  the  documents  required  by 
the  provirions  of  our  treaty.  The  demand  was  made 
on  the  20th  of  July  last.  The  refAy,  wluch  bean  date 
the  20th  of  the  same  month,  oontuns  assurances  tt 
a  desire,  on  tiie  part  of  that  Government,  to  give  a 
prompt  and  explicit  answer  respecting  eax^  of  the 
complaints,  but  that  the  examination  of  tfaeca  wookl 
necessarily  be  d^berate ;  that  in  this  examinatioo, 
it  would  be  giuded  by  the  priotuples  of  public  law 
and  the  ohl^ation  of  treaties ;  that  nothing  sbooid 
be  left  nndone  that  mif^t  lead  to  the  most  speedy 
and  equitable  a^frntment  <^  our  demands ;  and  that 
its  determination,  in  reflect  to  each  case,  should  be 
communicated  through  the  Mexican  Minister  here. 

Since  that  time,  an  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  baa  been  accredited  to  this 
Government  by  that  of  tiie  Mexican  Republic  He 
broi^ht  with  him  assurances  of  a  siocore  deoro  that 
the  pending  differences  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments sbould  be  tenninated  in  a  manner  satisfitctory 
to  botiL  He  was  received  with  reciprocal  aasar- 
ances ;  and  a  hope  was  entertiuned  that  tlus  mimiffln 
voidd  iead  to  a  speedy,  satisfactory,  and  final  atHoBfe- 
ment  of  all  existing  sulyects  of  complainL  A  sin- 
cere believer  in  the  wisdom  of  the  parafio  policy 
wbi(di  the  United  States  have  always  been  governed 
Intlii^  intercoorss  with fwdga  nations;  itwasmj 
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Mrticnlar  dnire,  from  tb«  proximity  of  the  Hexicao 
Republlo,  and  well-known  occurtencee  on  our  fron- 
tier, to  be  Instromflntal  in  obviating  ail  ezisting  diffi- 
cuMea  with  tiiat  OorenuDent,  and  in  reitoring  to  the 
intercoorae  between  die  two  Repi^ilios,  tltat  lUteral 
and  fHendlf  chuacter  hy  which  they  dionld  always 
be  diadngoiahed.  I  regret,  therefore,  the  more 
deeply  to  nave  found  in  the  recent  commonkadons 
of'ttfittGoTemnieotwlittlanutHitohi^tfiat  ai^ 
ftitme  eflbrts  of  nun«  for  the  accompUehment  of 
thoM  de^rable  objecta  would  be  snoceasfvL 

Althoi^  the  larger  ntnnber,  and  many  of  them 
^gran^  cases  of  personal  wrongs,  have  been  now 
for  yean  before  the  Ueucan  OoTemment,  and  some 
of  the  causes  of  national  compl^t,  and  those  of  the 
most  oEfensive  cliaracter,  admitted  of  fanmeditte^ 
fimple,  and  satisfactory  replies,  It  Is  only  within  a 
few  <hys  past  that  any  Hpeciflo  communication  in 
answer  to  oar  last  demand,  made  five  months  ago, 
has  been  received  from  the  Mexican  Minister.  By 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  herewith  pre- 
sented, and  the  accompanjing  documents,  it  will 
be  seen,  that  for  not  one  of  our  public  complaints  has 
BBdsftct{(m  been  given  or  offered ;  that  but  one  of 
the  cases  of  pmonal  vrcmg  has  been  fitTcnably 
eonddered,  and  that  but  four  cases  t£  ImA  ^ecrip- 
tiona,  out  of  all  those  formally  ^eoented,  and  cuv 
nestly  pressed,  have  as  yet  been  decided  upon  by  the 
Mexican  Qovernment. 

Not  perceiving  in  what  manner  sny  of  the  powers 
given  to  the  Executive  alone  could  be  farther  use- 
lolly  employed  in  bringli^  this  unfortunate  contro- 
versy to  a  sati9fitct(»7  tenpinatScm,  the  subject  was 
by  my  predecessor  referred  to  Congress,  as  one  call- 
ing for  its  interpouUon.  In  accordance  wiUi  the 
clearly  understood  wishes  of  the  Legislature,  anoUier 
and  formal  demand  for  satisfaction  has  been  made 
upon  the  Mexican  GoTemmoit;  with  idiat  snocees 
the  documents  now  oommunioated  will  diow.  On  a 
careful  and  delibeimte  examination  their  contents, 
and  conndering  the  qdrit  maidfeBted  by  the  Mexican 
Qoverqpent,  It  has  become  my  painfbl  duty  to  return 
the  solyect,  as  it  now  stands,  to  Oongreas,  to  whom 
it  belongs,  to  decide  upon  the  time,  the  mode,  and 
the  measure  of  redress.  Whatever  may  be  your 
dccinon,  it  dull  be  MthfoUy  executed,  confident  that 
it  will  be  characterized  by  that  moderation  and  Jus- 
tlee  iHildi  iriU,  I  tnat,  under  dl  dKHunstances,  govern 
tin  councils  of  oar  oonntry. 

The  balance  in  tiiB  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  Janua- 
tr,  1887,  was  fort^-five  nullions  nine  hundred  and  sizty- 
^ht  thousand  five  hundred  and  twoity-three  doUan. 
Tnereceipts  duringthe  present  year  from  all  sonroea, 
ineln^g  the  amount  of  Treasury  notee  issued,  are  esti- 
mated at  twenty-thiee  millions  four  hundred  and 
nine^^nhie  thousand  nine  honied  and  df^ty-one  dol- 
lars, constituting  an  aggrmte  of  ^dxty-nine  millions 
four  hundred  and  rixty-^^  tliousand  five  hundred 
and  four  dollars.  Oftiiis  amount,  about  thirty'fivemil- 
liona  two  hundred  and  eigh^-one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  dollars  mil  Iiave  been  expended  at 
the  end  of  the  year  on  ^ipropriations  made  by  Con- 
gress ;  and  the  residoe,  amounting  to  thirty-four  mil- 
lions one  hundred  and  d^^-seven  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  three  dours,  will  be  the  nominal  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  January  next. 
But  of  that  sum,  only  one  million  eighty^ve  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  19  considered  as 
immetUately  availiAle  for,  and  applicaUe  to,  poblio 
puipoeea.  Those  portions  of  it  wUdiiriU  be  for  snne  1 
time  unavailable,  cosuiat  ddefly  of  sums  deposited 


with  the  States,  and  due  from  the  finmer  deposit  banks. 
The  details  t^ton  tliis  sntject  will  be  found  In  the 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Tlie 
amount  of  Treasury  notes,  which  it  will  be  necemy 
to  issue  during  the  yew  on  account  of  thoee  funds 
being  unavailable,  will,  it  is  sui^Kised,  not  exceed 
four  and  a  half  millions.  It  seemed  proper,  in  the 
oondition  of  the  country,  to  liave  the  estimates  on  all 
Bobjeota  made  as-  low  as  |gscticabie,  without  preju- 
dice to  any  great  public  monBures.  The  Depart- 
ments were,  therefore,  desired  to  prepare  their  esti- 
mates accordingly;  and  lam  liqipy  to  find  that  they 
have  been  able  to  graduate  them  on  so  economical  a 
scale.  In  the  great  and  often  unexpected  fluctuations 
to  which  the  revenue  is  suUected,  it  is  not  posable 
to  cmnputo  the  receipts  beforehand  vritb  great  net- 
t^nty ;  but  dtonld  tbey  not  differ  essentially  from  pres- 
ent antidpations,  and  should  the  appropriations  not 
much  exceed  the  estimates,  no  difficulty  seems  Ukelv 
to  happen  in  defraying  the  current  expenses  inth 
promptitude  and  fidelity. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  embarrassments  which 
have  reoentiy  occurred  in  commercial  afTairs,  and 
the  liberal  indulgence  whidi,  in  conseqaeuce  of  thoee 
embarrasaneDts,  has  been  extended  to  both  the  mer- 
chants and  the  banks,  it  is  gratiQrtiK  to  be  sLle  to 
anticipate  tiiat  the  Traasury  notes,  miich  have  been 
issued  daring  the  present  year,  will  .be  redeemed, 
and  that  the  resources  of  the  Treasury,  without  any 
resort  to  loans  or  increased  taxes,  will  prove  ample 
for  defraying  all  chaigea  imposed  on  it  during  1888, 
The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  nill 
afford  you  a  more  minute  exposition  of  all  matters 
connected  with  the  administiation  of  the  finances 
during  the  current  year ;  a  period  which,  for  the 
amount  of  public  moneys  disbursed  and  depoated 
with  the  States  as  well  as  the  fipunfiwl  dlffieulties 
encountered  and  overcome,  has  fow  parallels  in  our 
histoiy.  Tour  attoition  ms,  at  the  last  Marion, 
invited  to  the  neoesdty  of  additional  Iq^slative  pro- 
visions in  respect  to  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and 
transfer  of  the  public  money.  No  'law  having  been 
then  matured,  and  not  understanding  the  proceedings 
of  Congress  as  intended  to  be  finiu,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  again  bring  the  subject  to  your  notice. 

On  that  occasion,  three  modes  pterformlng  this 
branch  of  the  public  service  were  presented  for  con- 
sideration. These  wa« :  the  creaitkm  of  a  natitmal 
bank;  the  revival,  with  modlfieatious,  of  the  dmorit 
system  established  by  the  act  of  the  28d  of  June, 
18S6,  permitting  the  use  of  the  public  moneys  by  the 
banks,  and  the  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  sudi  in- 
stltntions  for  the  purposes  referred  to,  with  suitable 
provisions  for  their  accomplidunent  through  the 
agency  of  ptibllo  officers.  *  Conndeiing  the  oi»iUona 
of  bouk  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  two  first  proposi- 
tions  as  ezineraed  in  the  negative,  in  which  I  entirely 
concur.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  again  to  recur  to 
them.  In  req;>ect  to  the  last,  you  have  had  an  op- 
portunity Bihiee  your  adjonnunent,  not  only  to  test 
still  fordier  tiie  e^iediettcy  of  the  measure,  by  the 
continued  practical  operation  of  such  parts  of  It  aa 
are  now  in  force,  but  also  to  discover — what  ehonkl 
ever  be  sought  for  and  regarded  with  the  utmost 
deference— the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  people. 
The  national  will  is  the  supretue  law  of  the  Republic, 
and,  on  all  subjects  within  the  limits  of  his  constitu- 
tional powers,  should  be  faithfully  (^yed  by  the 
public  servant.  Since  the  measure  in  question  was 
snbinitted  to  your  oontfderation,  most  of  you  have 
tt^yed  the  advantage  of  penooal  oommunication 


Digitized  by  Google 


548 


Dbceiibeb,;1887.] 

vlth  yonr  constitDenta.  For  one  State  oalj  haa  an 
electioa  b«en  held  for  the  Federal  QoTemment;  but 
the  exAj  da;  at  irfaidi  it  took  place,  de|»iTes  the 
measure  under  consideration  of  much  of  the  support 
It  might  otherwise  have  derived  from  the  resuH. 
Jiocal  electioDB  for  State  officers  have,  bovem, 
been  held  in  sereral  of  the  States,  at  which  the  enie- 
dlency  of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Execotive  baa 
been  more  or  less  discussed.  You  will,  I  am  con- 
fident, yield  to  their  results  the  respect  due  to  every 
expression  of  the  public  voice.  I)iesiring,  however, 
to  arrive  at  truth  and  a  just  view  of  the  subject  in  all 
Its  bearings,  you  will  at  the  same  time  remember, 
that  qnestioDS  of  fiir  deeper  and  more  immediate 
local  interest,  than  the  fiscal  plans  of  the  National 
n«affuy,  were  involTed  in  those  elections.  Above 
all,  we  cannot  overtook  the  striking  fact,  that  there 
were  at  the  time  in  those  States  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  millions  of  bank  capital,  of  which 
large  portions  were  subject  to  actiul  forfeitore— 
other  laige  portions  upheld  only  by  special  and  limited 
le^slative  indulgences — and  most  of  it,  if  not  all,  to 
a  greater  or  leas  extent,  dependent  for  a  eonttnoance 
oflts  corporate  existenoe  upon  the  irill  of  the  State 
Ii^slatures  to  be  then  ch<»en.  Apprised  of  this 
drcumstance,  you  will  judge  whether  it  ia  not  most 
probable  that  tiie  pecuRar  condition  of  that  vast  in- 
terest  in  these  respects,  the  extent  to  which  it  has 
been  spread  through  all  the  ramifications  of  society, 
its  direct  connection  with  the  then  pending  elections, 
and  tito  fe^gs  it  was  calculated  to  inftise  into  the 
canvass,  have  exercised  a  far  greater  influence  over 
the  result,  than  any  which  could  posnbly  have  been 
produced  by  a  conflict  of  opinion  in  respect  to  a 
question  in  the  administration  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, more  remote  and  far  less  important  in  its 
bearings  upon  that  interest 

I  have  found  no  reason  to  change  my  own  <^rfnion 
as  to  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  system  pro- 
posed, being  perfectiy  satisfied  that  there  will  be 
ncttiier  stamlity  nor  mfety,  either  in  the  fiscal  aftirs 
of  the  Government,  or  in  the  pecuniary  transactions 
of  indi^dtials  and  corporations,  so  long  as  a  connec- 
tion exists  between  them,  which,  like  the  past,  oSen 
such  strong  indnomenls  to  make  them  the  sulgects 
of  politiou  agita^on.  Indeed,  X  am  more  than  ever 
convinced  of  the  dangers  to  whidi  the  free  and  un- 
Massed  exercise  of  political  opinion — the  only  smre 
foundation  and  safeguard  of  republican  Government 
— ^would  be  exposed  by  any  fhrther  increase  of  the 
already  overgrown  influence  of  corporate  authorities. 
I  cannot,  tiierefore,  conustentiy  with  my  views  <^ 
dnty,  adnse  ■  renewal  of  a  connection  wUch  circum- 
stances have  dlssotred. 

The  dtocontinuance  of  the  nse  of  State  banks  for 
fiscal  purposes  ought  not  to  be  regarded  aa  a  meas- 
ure 0[  hostility  toward  tiiose  institntitms.  Banks, 
proper  established  and  conducted,  are  highly  use- 
Ail  to  the  budnessfof  the  country,  and  will  doubtless 
continue  to  exist  In  the  States,  so  long  as  they  con- 
form to  their  laws,  and  are  foimd  to  be  safe  and 
beneficial.  How  they  should  be  created,  wtuU  wW- 
legea  they  should  eiyoy,  under  what  reponflibi!itie8 
they  should  act,  and  to  vhei  restrictions  they  should 
be  snljeot,  are  questions  which,  as  I  observed  on  a 
previous  occasion,  belong  to  the  States  to  decide. 
Upon  their  rights,  cr  the  exerdso  of  them,  the  Gen- 
end  Government  can  hare  no  motive  to  encroach.  Its 
dn^  toward  them  is  well  perfnmed,  when  H  refiains 
from  Iwislating  for  their  special  benefit,  because 
miilef^irtkm  vmM  TklM  ti» spirit  of  tin  «oa- 
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stitntion,  and  be  uiyust  to  Other  interests ;  when  it 

takes  no  steps  to  impair  their  usefulness,  but  oo 
manages  Its  own  afflira  as  to  make  it  the  interest  of 
those  in^tutiona  to  strengthen  and  im[H<ove  thdr 
condition  for  the  security  and  welfare  of  Lbo  com- 
munity at  large.  *  They  have  no  ri^t  to  iaaat  on 
a  oonnecU<m  with  the  Fedmd  Government,  nor  on 
the  use  of  the  public  mon^  tot  their  own  benefiL 
The  object  of  the  measure  under  amdderetkn  is,  to 
av(^d  for  the  futwe  a  compulsory  connectioo  of  tUs 
kind.  It  proposes  to  place  the  General  Govemioent, 
in  regard  to  the  ess^itial  points  of  the  coUeciion, 
safe-keeping,  and  transfer  of  the  public  money,  in  a 
rituation  whitdi  shall  relieve  it  from  all  dependence 
on  the  wUl  of  iireqwusible  individuals  or  oorpo- 
tati<His ;  to  withdraw  those  mmeys  fiom  the  naaa  oIt 
private  tnde,  and  confide  them  to  sgentB  constitn- 
tionally  sdected  and  controlled  by  law ;  to'  abat^ 
from  improper  interference  with  the  industry  of  the 
people,  and  withhold  inducements  to  ImproTldait 
dealings  on  the  part  of  individo^ ;  to  give  statHliiy 
to  the  concerns  the  Treasury :  to  preserve  ibe 
measures  irf  the  Qovanmeut  from  the  uumdtUtlo 
reproaches  that  flow  from  such  a  connection,  and  the 
banks  themselves  from  the  iqjurious  effects  of  a  sup- 
posed partidpetion  in  the  political  conflicts  of  the 
day,  from  wUch  they  will  otherwise  find  it  dlfficoit 
to  escape. 

These  are  my  views  upon  this  important  subject ; 
fimned  after  carefU  reflection,  and  irith  no  doare 
but  to  arrive  at  what  is  most  likely  to  {wonKiteAe 
public  interest  They  are  now,  as  (hey  were  before^ 
submitted  with  unfeigned  deference  for  the  oianions 
of  otheis.  It  was  hardly  to  be  hoped  that  tiangea 
so  Important,  on  a  subject  so  interesting,  oould  be 
made  without  produ<nng  a  serious  diveiaty  of  ojan- 
ion ;  but  so  long  as  those  conflicting  views  are  kept 
above  the  influence  of  iniUvidualor  local  interests; 
so  long  as  they  pursue  only  the  general  good,  and 
are  diseuased  iriUi  modwation  and  candor,  ndi  a 
diveirity  is  a  beneflt,  not  an  injiuy.  If  ■  majvitj 
of  Cm^iress  see  the  public  wd&re  in  a  different 
light ;  and  more  espeically  if  they  ^uld  be 'satined 
that  tiie  measure  proposed  would  not  be  acceptable 
to  the  people;  I^iall  look  to  their  wisdom  tosub- 
stitdte  such  as  may  be  more  oonduoive  to  the  ooe, 
and  more  satis&ctory  to  the  other.  In  any  evoit, 
they  may  confldentiy  rdy  on  my  hearty  co-t^mutian 
to  the  fullest  extent,  which  my  views  (tf  the  ooasti- 
tution  and  my  sense  of  duty  will  permit. 

It  is  obvioudy  important  to  this  branch  of  the 
putdic  service,  and  to  the  buuoess  and  qiuet  of  the 
oountey,  that  the  whde  sulgect  should  in  some  way 
be  settled  and  regulated  by  law ;  and,  if  possible,  at 
your  present  session.  Besides  the  plsos  above  refer- 
red to,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  one  has  been  suggpst- 
ed,  except  that  of  keeping  the  public  money  in  the 
State  banks  in  spedal  deport  This  plan  is,  to  some 
ezt«it,  in  accordance  witii  the  practioe  of  the  Gov- 
emmoit,  and  with  the  present  arrangonent  of  the 
Treasury  Department ;  which,  except,  perhaps,  dnriag 
the  operation  «f  the  htte  depodt  act,  has  alwm  been 
allowed,  vrea  during  the  exiitaioe  a  Natitaat 
Bank,  to  make  a  temporary  use  of  the  State  hanks, 
ia  particular  places,  for  the  safe^ceeping  of  portions 
of  the  revenue.  This  discretionary  power  mif^t  be 
continued,  if  Congress  deem  it  desirable,  wfaatCTer 
gen»al  syste^i  -be  adopted.  So  long  as  Uie  amoee- 
tion  is  TidttUtary,  w«  need  peAaps  an^cqmte  fev 
of  those  dif&mlttes,  and  little  of  that  denendcDce, 
on  the  banks,  which  must  attend  otwj  wdt  coobm- 
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tkm  vben  oompolsorv  in  its  nature,  and  when  ao 
M  ranged  as  to  make  toe  banka  a  fixed  part  of  the 
ma^mMiy  of  Ooremment.  It  is  undonbtedlj  in 
tiiepow«rof  CongresB,  eoto'r^nlate  and  guard  it 
as  to  {nerent  the  public  money  from  bexag  applied 
to  ttte  use,  or  Intertnin^ed  wiu  ttio  affairs,  of  indi- 
vidnaU.  Thus  arrangM,  although  it  would  not  give 
to  the  QoTenuneiit  uiat  entire  control  OTer  its  own 
flmda  wltidi  I  deeira  to  secore  to  it  by  the  plan  I 
have  pn^Msed,  It  would,  it  most  be  admitted,  in  a 
great  degree,  aocompliah  me  of  (be  objects  which 
has  recommended  that  plan  to  my  ja^noeDt — the 
separadon  of  the  fiscal  concoma  of  the  GoTemment 
mm  those  of  ^dtvidoals  or  oorporaUons.  With 
these  obaerratioBS,.!  recommend  the  whole  matter  to 
yoordiapaBBkmate  reflection;  oonfldently  hoping  that 
some  conchuloa  may  be  reached  by  yoor  deUbera- 
tions,  which,  on  the  one  band,  shall  ^re  safety  and 
stability  to  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  GoTemment. 
and  be  ocm^stent  on  the  other,  with  the  genius  of 
our  institntionfl,  and  witii  the  interests  and  Irishes  of 
the  great  mass  of  our  oonstitaents. 

U  was  my  li«M  that  nothing  would  ooeor  to  make 
Moeatary,  on  udi  occasion,  any  alhuion  to  the  late 
National  Bank.  There  aro  circumstances,  bowerer, 
connected  with  the  preeent  state  of  its  afiairs,  that 
bear  so  directly  on  the  character  of  the  GoTemmont 
and  the  welfare  of  the  citizen,  that  I  should  not  feet 
nys^  excused  in  neglecting  to  notice  than.  The 
dnrter  wUdi  termhi^ed  its  H^'"g  privileges^  on 
the  fmOi  of  Uardi,  1638,  ooDdnoed  its  etnwnate 
powers  two  years  more,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  clos- 
ing Ha  aflhlia,  with  aothixi^  "to  use  the  corpo- 
rate name,  style,  and  capadty,  for  the  purpose  of  suits 
for  a  final  settlement  and  Uquidation  of  the  affairs 
and  acts  of  the  corporation,  and  for  tlie  sale  and  dis- 
poffltion  of  their  estate,  real,  personal,  and  mixed,  but 
for  no  other  purpose  or  in  any  otber  manner  niiatso- 
erer."  Just  banm  die  bsnkii^  privilc^  oeasedf  its 
eflbots  were  transftvred  by  tiie  bank  to  a  new  State 
institotion  then  recently  Incotporated,  in  trust,  for  the 
discharge  of  its  debts,  and  the  settlement  of  Its  sfbirs. 
With  this  trustee,  by  authority  of  Congress,  an  ad- 
justment was  subsequently  made  of  the  lai^ge  interest 
which  the  Qorenunott  bad  in  the  stodc  of  the  in- 
stltotion.  Tin  manner  la  which  a  trust  unexpect- 
edly cmated  upon  tiu  act  granting  the  charter, 
and  inrohing  such  great  public  interests,  has  been 
executed,  would,  under  any  drcumstanocs,  be  a  fit 
sutject  of  inquiry ;  but  much  more  does  it  deserre 
your  attention,  when  it  cmbracea  the  redemption  of 
obligaHtRM  to  which  the  authority  and  credit  of  the 
United  States  have  giren  Talus.  The  two  years  al- 
lowed are  now  nearly  at  an  end.  It  Is  well  understood 
that  the  trustee  has  not  redeemed  andoanoelled  the 
outstanding  notes  of  die  bmk,  but  has  reissued,  and 
is  actually  reissnli^,  nnce  the  third  of  March,  18S6, 
th<»  notes  which  have  been  received  by  it  to  a  vast 
amount  According  to  its  own  official  statement,  so 
late  as  the  first  of  October  last,  nineteen  montlia  after 
the  banldng  privil^^  ^vea  by  the  charter  bad  expir- 
ed, it  had  under  its  control  uncancelled  notes  of  the 
late  Bank  ofthe  United  States  to  theamoont  of  twen^ 
seven  millions  five  hundred  and  Bixty-tme  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  slxty-rix  dollars,  of  which  six  mil- 
lions one  hundred  and  serenty-fire  thousand  eig^t  hun- 
dred and  idxty-one  dollars  were  in  actual  drculadon, 
one  nuUioti  four  hundred  and  ux^-^it  Aousand  six 
hundred  and  twenty-eeren  dollars  at  Btate  bank  agen- 
dea,  and  three  mUllons  two  thousand  diree  hundred  and 
idna^doUnsjisfrsMifH;  fluisriMnringttiatttinnidg  I 
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of  tenndUiooaandahalf  of  the  notes  of  the  old  hank 
were  then  still  kept  outstanding.  The  impropriety  of 
this  procedure  is  obvious :  it  being  the  duty  of  the 
trustee  to  caned  and  not  to  put  forth  the  notes  of  an 
institution,  whose  concerns  it  had  undertaken  to 
wind  up.  If  the  trustee  has  a  right  to  reissue  Uicse 
notes  now,  I  can  see  do  reason  my  It  may  not  con- 
tinue to  do  BO  after  the  ex[dration  of  the  two  years. 
As  no  one  oould  have  antidpatcd  a  course  so  extra- 
ordinary, the  inoUUt(M7  cUuse  of  the  charter  above 
quoted  was  not  accompanied  by  any  penalty  or  other 
special  proviuon  for  enforcing  it  ■,  nor  hare  wo  any 
general  law  for  the  prevention  of  nmilar  acta  in 
futoro. 

But  it  is  not  in  this  view  of  the  sutgect  alone  that 
your  inteiporition  ta  required.  The  Umted  States,  In 
settling  with  the  trustee  for  their  stock,  have  with- 
drawn their  Amds  from  their  former  direct  liability  to 
the  creditors  of  the  old  bank,  yet  notes  of  the  insti- 
tution continue  to  be  sent  forth  in  its  name,  and  ap- 
parently upon  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 
The  transactiona  connected  with  the  employment  of 
the  bills  of  the  old  bank  are  of  'nst  extent ;  and 
should  they  result  unfortunately,  the  interest  of  In- 
dividuals may  be  deeply  compromised.  Without 
undertaking  to  dedde  how  far,  or  in  what  form,  if 
any,  the  trustee  could  be  made  liable  for  notes  wliich 
contain  no  obligation  on  its  port ;  or  the  old  bank, 
for  such  as  are  put  in  circulation  after  the  expiration 
of  its  charter,  and  without  its  aothority ;  or  the  Gov- 
ernment for  indemnity,  in  case  of  loss,  the  question 
stiU  presses  Itself  upon  your  conuderation,  whether 
it  is  consistent  with  duty  and  good  futh  on  the  port 
of  tiie  Government,  to  witness  this  proceeding  with- 
out a  single  effort  to  arrest  It. 

The  repinl  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
lend  Office,  which  will  be  laid  before,  you  by  tiie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  will  show  how  the  afiairs 
of  that  office  have  been  conducted  for  the  past  year. 
The  dlqxitition  of  the  public  lands  is  one  of  the  most 
important  trusts  confided  to  Congress.  The  practi- 
cability of  retaining  the  titie  and  control  of  such  ex- 
tensive domains  in  the  General  Government,  and  at 
the  same  time  admittii^  the  Territories  embracing 
tbem  iido  the  Federal  Union  as  co-equals  witb.the 
original  States,  was  seriously  doubted  by  many  of 
our  wisest  stitegnen,  All  feared  that  they  would 
become  a  source  of  disocwd,  and  many  earned  tiieir 
^>prehendon8  so  far  as  to  see  in  them  the  seeds  of  a 
fbtorie  dissolution  of  the  Confederacy^  But  happily 
our  exp^ence  has  already  been  sufficiCTt  to  quiet,  in 
a  great  d^p«e,  all  sudk  apprefaensiona.  The  por- 
tion, at  one  time  assumed—that  the  admission  of 
new  States  into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with 
the  ori^nal  States,  was  incompatible  with  a  right  of 
soil  in  the  United  States,  and  operated  as  a  surAnder 
thereof,  notwithstandiiu  the  terms  of  the  compacts 
by  which  their  admianon  was  dedgncd  to  be  regu- 
h^ed — has  been  wisely  abandoned.  Whether  in  we 
new  or  the  old  States,  all  now  agree  that  the  right 
of  soil  to  the  public  lands  remains  in  the  Federal 
Goremmmt,  and  that  these  lands  ocmstitnte  a  com- 
mon pnqierty,  to  be  di^Msed  of  foe  the  common 
benefit  of  all  die  States,  old  and  new.  Acquiescence 
in  this  just  principle  1^  the  people  of  the  new  States 
has.  naturally  promoted  a  (Usposition  to  adopt  the 
most  lihenl  policy  in  tiie  sale  of  the  public  lands. 
A  policy  which  should  be  limited  to  the  mere  otyect 
of  eelling  the  lands  for  the  greatest  possible  sum  cf 
money,  without  regard  to  hif^er  ooniSderations,  finds 
but  few  advocates.  On  tho  ccmtrsry.  It  is  genierally 
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oonceded,  that  whilst  the  mode  of  diapoddon  adopted 
by  the  Ooremment,  should  alwBtys  be  a  pudent  one, 
yet  its  leading  ot^Mt  oaeht  to  tw  the  early  settle- 
mant  and  ctuuvaUon  of  ue  lands  sold ;  and  that  it 
efaould  discountenance,  if  it  cannot  prevent,  the  ac- 
cumulatioD  of  lai^  tracts  in  the  same  hands,  which 
must  necessarily  retard  the  growth  of  the  New  States, 
or  entail  upon  tbeni  a  dependent  tenantry,  and  its 
attendant  evils. 

A  qoestion  embracing  eucfa  important  interests, 
and  BO  well  calculated  to  enlist  the  feelings  of  the 
people  in  every  quarter  of  tiie  Union,  has  very  nat- 
nrally  given  rise  to  numerous  plans  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  existing  system.  The  dlBtinctive  fea- 
tures of  the  policy  that  has  hitherto  prevailed,  are,  to 
diq>ose  of  ihe  public  lands  at  moderate  prices,  thus 
enabling  a  greater  number  to  enter  into  competition 
for  their  purchase,  and  accotnpliahing  a  double  otject 
of  ivomoting  their  rapid  settlement  by  the  pur- 
chasers, tnd  at  the  same  time  increariug  the  receipts 
of  1h6  Treasury ;  to  sell  for  cash,  thereby  preventing 
the  disturbing  influence  of  a  large  mass  of  private 
citizens  indebted  to'  the  Oovemmentj  yrhica  they 
bare  a  voice  in  controlling ;  to  bring  them  into 
Btatkat  no  fioter  tlum  good  lands  are  supposed  to  be 
wanted  for  improremeDts,  thereby  preventing  the  ac> 
cnmnlatlon  of  lai^  tracts  in  few  hands;  and  to 
qqdy  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  to  the  general  pur* 
poMS  of  the  Qovemment;  thus  diminishing  the 
amount  to  be  r^sed  from  the  people  of  the  States  by 
taxation,  and  giving  each  State  its  portion  of  the 
benefits  to  be  derved  from  this  common  fund  in  a 
manner  the  most  qidet,  and  at  the  same  time,  per- 
haps, the  moat  equitable,  that  can  be  devised.  These 
jvoviflions,  with  occasional  enactments  in  behalf  of 
special  interests  deemed  entitled  to  the  favor  of  the 
Government,  have,  in  their  execution,  produced  results 
as  beneficial  upon  the  whole  as  could  reasonably  be 
expected  in  a  matter  so  vast,  go  complicated,  and  so 
exciting.  Upwards  of  seventy  millions  of  acres  have 
been  sold,  the  greater  part  Mwhidi  is  believed  to 
have  been  purchased  for  actual  settlement  The  pop- 
uktion  of  the  new  States  and  Territories  created 
oat  of  the  public  domain,  increased  between  1800 
and  ISSO  from  less  ttian  sixty  thousand  to  upwards 
of  two  millions  three  hundred  thousand  souls,  consti- 
tuting, at  the  latter  period,  about  one-fifth  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States.  The  increase 
stnoe  cannot  be  accurately  known,  but  tihe  whole 
may  now  be  8|fely  estimated  at  over  three  and  a  faidf 
millions  of  souls ;  composing  nine  States,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  which  constitute  above  one-third  of  the 
Senate  and  over  one-dxth  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States. 

Thus  has  been  formed  a  body  of  free  and  Independ- 
ent Undholdera.  with  a  n^JwUty  unequalled  in  the 
Urtory  of  mankmd;  and  mis  great  result  has  been 
produced  witliotit  leaving  any  ^ng  for  future  adjust- 
ment between  the  Government  and  its  dtizens.  The 
syston  under  which  so  much  has  been  accomplished 
cannot  be  intrin^cally  bad,  and  with  occasiontd  mod- 
ifications, to  correct  abuses  and  adapt  it  to  changes 
of  circumstances,  may,  I  think,  be  safely  trusted  for 
the  fbtnre.  Tbeti  b,  in  the  management  of  BoxSa 
extenrive  biterests,  mndt  virtue  in  stability,  and  al- 
though great  and  obvious  improvements  should  not 
be  declined,  changes  should  never  be  made  without 
the  fidlest  examination,  and  the  clearest  demonstra- 
tion of  their  practical  utility.  In  the  history  of  the 
past,  we  have  an  assBurance  Uiat  this  safe  rule  of 
action  win  not  be  departed  from  in  relation  to  the 
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public  lands;  nor  is  it  bc^eved  that  any  necnsotr^ 
ext^  for  interfering  with  the  fundamental  pilm  TfilHi 
of  the  system,  or  tlut  the  public  mind,  even  in  ibn 
new  States,  is  desirous  of  any  radical  altetatioBfl. 
On  the  contrary,  the  general  dispoation  appears  to 
be,  to  make  such  modifications  and  additions  only  as 
will  the  more  efi*ect4)ally  carry  out  the  original  p(4icy 
of  filling  our  new  States  and  Territories  with  an  in- 
dustrious  and  Independent  population. 

The  modification  most  persevcringly  pressed  vpoa 
Congress,  which  has  occupied  so  much  of  its  tim«  for 
yean  past,  and  will  probably  do  so  for  a  long  thne  to 
come,  if  not  sooner  satisfactorily  a^usted,  is  a  redae- 
tion  In  the  cost  of  such  portions  of  the  public  lands 
as  are  ascertained  to  be  imsalable  at  the  rate  now 
establi^ed  by  law,  and  a  graduation,  according  to 
their  relative  value,  of  tiw  prices  at  wliidi  tbc^  may 
hereafk^  be  sold.  It  is  wottiiy  of  OQufidnatkn 
whether  Justice  may  not  be  d<me  to  every  Intnest  Ik 
tbis  matter,  and  a  vexed  question  set  at  rest,  peri^w 
forever,  by  are  asonable  compromise  of  cfxiflicdi^ 
opinions.  Hitherto,  after  being  oflb^  at  public 
sole,  lands  have  been  disposed  of  at  one  nniform 
price,  whatever  difference  there  migbt  be  in  Aor 
intrinsic  value.  The  leading  considmtionB  mged  in 
favor  of  the  measure  referred  to  are,  ttat  fn  alBHisfc 
all  the  land  districts,  and  parti culariy  fn  those  in 
which  the  lands  have  been  long  surrcyed  and  ex- 
posed to  sale,  there  are  still  remauing  nomerous  ukd 
lai^  tracts  of  every  gradation  of  value,  from  the 
Government  price  downwards;  tiiat  these  lands  vilt 
not  be  purchased  at-die  OovenimeDt  iaice,so  l<»g  as 
better  can  be  conveniently  obtidned  far  the  bum 
amount ;  that  there  are  large  tracts  vUch  even  the 
improvements  of  the  a^acent  tends  will  never  luse 
to  that  price ;  and  that  the  present  uniform  priee, 
combined  with  their  irregular  value,  operates  to 
prevent  a  de»rable  compactness  of  settlement  in  the 
new  States,  to  retard-  the  full  development  of  that 
wise  policy  on  wbidt  our  land  system  is  founded,  to 
the  injury  not  only  of  the  sevoal  States  lAere  the 
lands  lie,  but  of  the  United  States  as  a  wbde. 

The  remedy  proposed  has  been  a  redwdon  of 
prices  according  to  the  length  of  time  tiie  lands  have 
been  in  mariiet,  without  reference  to  any  other  tir- 
cumstancee.  The  certunty  that  the  efflnx  of  thne 
vrould  not  always  in  such  coses,  and  jperiiapB  not  even 
generally,  ftimish  a  true  criterion  of  value ;  and  Om 
probtUUty  that  persons  rending  in  the  vidni^,  as 
the  period  fortfie  redaction  of  jnioes  approached, 
would  postpone  purx^iases  they  would  ottierwise 
make,  for  the  purpose  of  availing  themselves  of  the 
lower  price,  with  other  connderations  of  a  aimDar 
character,  have  hitherto  been  sueceasfally  urged  to 
defeat  tbo  graduation  upon  time. 

Hay  not  all  reasonable  deures  upon  tlua  sul^gect  be 
satisfied  without  encountering  any  of  these  otgeo- 
tions  t  All  will  concede  the  abetiact  prindide,  that 
the  price  of  the  public  lands  should  be  proportioDed 
to  their  relative  value,  so  far  as  that  can  be  accom- 
plished without  departs  from  the  role  heretofore 
observed,  requiring  fixed  prices  in  cases  of  private 
entries.  The  difficiol^  M  the  sulyect  seems  to  lie  m 
the  mode  of  aaoertaining  what  that  vahw  ia.  Weald 
not  the  Bsfisflt  {dan  be  uiat  wfaidi  has  been  ndofited 
by  many  of  the  States  as  the  barfs  of  taxation — an 
actual  valuation  of  lands,  and  dasedfication  of  them 
into  different  rates  f  Would  it  not  be  i»actioable 
and  expedient  to  cause  the  relative  ralue  of  tiie  pobfie 
lands  in  the  old  districts,  which  have  been  for  a  ver- 
tdnioigthaf  time  inmnkflt,  to  be  ifipnSmS,mad 


Digitized  by  Google 


SBBATES  OF  G0N0BB3S. 


661 


Sd  Sob.] 

obMed  into  two  or  xaon  rates  bdov  Oie  present 

fpinimiim  price,  hj  tbo  officers  now  ^ployed  in  thla 
brancb  of  the  paUio  Bervice,  or  in  an;  other  mode 
derated  preferaJile,  and  to  make  those  prices  penna- 
nent,  if  upon  the  coming  in  of  the  report  they  shall 
rnove  saUaTaotory  to  Gongreaa  f  Cannot  all  ^e  ob- 
jects of  gmdaation  be  aoeomplialied  in  this  way,  and 
the  (^'eotimB  vbidi  IwTe  hitherto  been  uived  against 
U  cease  ?  It  would  seem  to  in,e  that  buc£  a  step  as 
the  restriction  of  the  sales  to  limited  qnantides,  and 
for  BCtiul  improvement,  would  bo  free  &om  all  just 
exeepUon. 

By  the  Aill  e^tosition  of  the  Talue  of  the  lands 
time  famiabed  ami  extensiTely  promnlgated,  persons 
livi^  at  a  distance  wonM  be  InJbnnea  of  Uidr  tme 
condition,  and  enabled  to  enter  into  competition  with 
those  reuding  in  tiie  vicinity ;  the  means  of  acquir- 
ing an  independent  home  vooki  be  brought  within 
the  reach  of  many  who  are  unable  to  purchase  at 
present  prices ;  the  population  of  the  new  States 
would  be  made  mora  compact,  and  large  tracts  would 
be  sold  which  would  Otherwise  renudn  on  band ;  not 
only  Tonld  the  land  be  brought  within  the  means  of 
a  iMger  number  of  purobasere,  but  many  persona  poa- 
sensed  of  greater  means  would  becontent  to  settle  on 
a  larger  quantity  of  the  poorer  lands,  rather  than 
emigrate  farther  west  in  pursuit  of  a  smaller  quantity 
of  better  lands.  Such  a  measure  would  also  seem  to 
be  more  connatent  with  the  policy  o£  the  existing  ; 
kwR— that  of  converting  the  public  domain  into  cut : 
tivated  fkrms  owned  by  their  occupants.  Thai  policy 
is  not  best  promoted  by  sending  emigation  up  the 
almost  interminable  streams  of  we  West,  to  occupy 
in  groups  the  best  spots  of  land,  leaving  immense 
wastes  behind  them,  and  enlari^g  the  frontier  bc- 
yaoA  the  means  of  their  Government  to  afford  it  ade- 
qnatfl  protection;  b«t  In  eneoniaging  it  to  occupy, 
with  reasonable  denseness,  the  territory  over  wludi 
it  advances,  and  find  its  bat  defence  in  the  compact 
front  which  it  presents  to  the  Indian  tribes.  Many 
of  yon  will  bring  to  the  oonuderaton  of  the  sntyect 
the  advantages  of  local  knowledge  and  greater  expe- 
rience, and  all  will  be  detdrous  of  makmg  an  early 
and  final  dispontion  of  every  tUsturbing  question  in 
regsrd  to  tiiis  important  interest.  If  these  sogges- 
tions  shall  in  any  deg^  oontzibute  to  tbe  accom- 
plishment of  so  impcfftant  a  result,  It  will  afford  me 
tSjofisn  satisfaction. 

In  some  sections  of  tho  country,  most  of  tbe  public 
lands  have  been  sold,  and  the  regirters  and  remivers 
have  very  littie  to  do.  It  is  a  subject  worthy  of 
inquiry  whether.  In  many  eases,  two  or  more  districts 
may  not  be  consolidated,  and  tbe  number  of  pmons 
employed  in  thb  badness  eonnderaUy  reduced.  In- 
deed, tbe  time  irill  come  when  it  will  be  the  true 
poHcy  of  tbe  Oenwal  Government,  as  to  smue  of  the 
States,  to  transfer  to  them,  for  a  reasonable  equiva- 
lent, all  tiie  refuse  and  unsold  lands,  and  to  withdraw 
the  macliinery  (tf  the  fed^il  land  offices  oltoeeUier. 
All  who  take  a  compr^ieuriTe  view  of  our  federal 
^Btem,  and  brieve  that  one  of  itsg^oitest  ezoellen- 
ces  consists  in  interfering  as  little  as  posdble  with 
tbe  intenutl  concerns  trw^tates,  lo(A  fixwardiritb 
great  interest  to  this  result 

A  modification  of  tiio  existing  laws  In  ren>ect  to 
the  prices  of  the  public  lands,  might  also  nave  a 
farorable  influence  on  the  iM^datlon  of  Coogress,  in 
relation  to  another  Inanch  of  the  sutg'ect.  lumy  who 
have  not  tbe  aUlity  to  buy  at  present  prioes,  settle  on 
those  lands,  witii  the  hope  of  acquiring  from  tlidr 
flulttffaUon  tbe  naana  of  porcbasbig  andsr  pto^mp- 
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tion  laws,  from  time  to  time  passed  liy  Gongress^ 

For  this  encroacliment  on  the  ri^ta  of  tbe  l^ted 
States,  they  excuse  themselves  under  the  plea  of 
their  own  necessities ;  tho  fact  tiiat  they  dispoeseas 
nobody,  and  only  enter  upon  the  "Waste  domain ; 
that  they  give  additional  value  to  the  public  lands  in 
their  vionity,  and  thdr  bitention  oKhnatdy  to  pij 
the  Government  price.  So  mocfa  weight  has  mm 
time  to  thne  been  attached  to  tl»ee  consideratlona, 
that  GongrcflB  luve  passed  laws  giving  actual  settlers 
on  the  public  lands  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  the 
tracts  oocnpied  by  them  at  tiie  minimum  price. 
These  laws  have  in  all  ioBtanoes  been  retraq>ectivo 
in  thdropoaUon;  Iwt  in  a  few  years  aft»  their 
passage,  crowds  new  settlers  have  been  fbnnd  on 
the  public  lands,  for  similar  reasons,  and  under  like 
expectations,  wlio  Imve  been  indulged  with  the  nmrO 
privileges.   This  course  of  legislation  tends  to  im> 

gdr  public  Teq>ect  for  the  laws  of  the  country, 
ither  the  laws  to  prevent  intrusion  upon  the  public 
lands  should  be  executed,  or,  if  that  should  be  im- 
practicable or  inexpedient^  they  should  be  modified 
or  repealed.  If  the  sublie  lands  are  to  be  conadered 
as  open  to  be  occninod  by  any,  they  should,  by  law, 
.be  thrown  open  to  alL  That  which  is  intended, 
in  all  instances,  to  be  legalized,  should  at  once  t»e 
made  legal,  that  those  who  are  disposed  to  conform 
to  the  laws  may  e^joy  at  least  eqoal  privil^i;es  with 
those  who  are  not  Bnt  it  is  not  believed  to  be  the 
disposition  of  Congreas  to  open  the  public  lands  to 
occupancy  without  rqpilar  entries  and  p^ment  of  tbe 
Oov^nment  price,  as  sudi  a  course  most  toid  to 
worse  evils  Uiao  the  credit  system,  whidi  it  was 
found  necessary  to  abolish.  It  would  seem,  there- 
fore, to  be  tiie  part  of  wisdom  and  sound  policy  to 
remove,  as  lor  as  practicable,  tbe  causes  whioh  pro- 
duce intrudons  upon  the  poMIe  lands,  and  then  take 
efficient  steps  to  prevent  them  In  future.  Would 
any  tingle  measure  be  so  effective  in  removing  aU 
plourible  grounds  fOr  tboee  intruMons  as  the  gradua- 
tion of  price  already  suggested  ?  A  short  period  of 
industry  and  economy  in  any  part  of  our  country 
would  enable  the  poorest  dtizen  to  accumulate  tfaie 
means  to  -  buy  him  a  home  at  the  lower  prices,  and 
l^ve  him  without  apology  for  settling  on  lan<^  not 
lus  own.  If  he  did  not,  under  snch  circumstances^ 
be  would  enlist  no  igrmpatby  in  his  favor ;  and  the 
laws  would  be  readily  executed  without  doing  vio- 
lence to  public  opinion. 

A  large  portion  of  our  dtizens  have  seated  them- 
selves on  uie  public  lands,  without  authority,  since 
the  passage  of  the  lost  pre-emption  law,  and  now  aA 
the  enactment  of  another  to  enable  them  to  retain 
the  lands  occupied,  upon  payment  of  the  minfanuin 
Government  price.  Vbej  ask  that  which  baa  been 
repeatedly  granted  before.  If  the  future  may  be 
judged  of  by  tbe  post,  littie  harm  can  be  done  to  the 
interesbB  of  the  Treunry  by  yielding  to  their  request 
Upon  a  critical  examination,  it  is  found  that  the 
lands  sold  at  the  public  sales  since  the  introduction 
of  cash  payments  in  1820,  have  produced,  on  an 
avmge,  the  net  revenue  of  only  six  cents  sa  sere 
more  tun  the  miyiimnTn  Government  price.  There 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  fhttire  sales  will  be  more 
productive.  The  Gov,emment,  therefore,  has  no  ade- 
quate pecuniary  interest  to  induce  it  to  drive  these 
people  ftom  the  hmda  they  occupy,  fbr  the  pmpOM 
of  selling  them  to  others. 

Entertaining  these  Tiews,  I  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  a  pre^nption  law  for  tbdr  benefit,  in  con- 
nection wim  tbe  prqiaratwy  steps  toward  Ae  giad- 
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uation  1^  the  price  of  tbe  poiUio  lands,  and  Auther 
and  more  effectual  proriuonB  to  prereot  intrudons 
hereafter.  Indulgence  to  tboae  irho  hare  settled  on 
tbese  landa  with  expectations  that  paat  legislation 
would  be  made  a  nde  for  the  future,  and  at  uc  ume 
tfaae  ittnoving  the  moat  plaueible  ground  on  irttidi 
intniaoDa  were  excused,  and  adopting  more  efficient 
means  to  prevent  them  hereafter,  appear  to  me  the 
mort  judicious  di^Ki^tion  which  can  be  made  of  this 
difficult  saliy  ect.  The  limitatjona  and  restrictions  to 
guard  against  abuses  in  the  execution  of  a  pre-emp* 
tion  law,  irill  neoesaarily  attract  the  careful  attention 
of  Oongrew ;  but  under  no  drcumstanoea  is  it  COQ- 
sidered  expedient  to  authorize  floating  daima  in  any 
limpe.  They  hare  been  heretofore,  and  doobtUas 
would  be  hereafter,  most  prolific  soarces  of  ftaud  and 
oppresfflMt,  and  instead  of  operating  to  confer  the 
&Tor  of  the  XJoTemment  on  industrious  settlers, 
are  often  used  only  to  minister  to  a  spirit  of  cupid- 
at  the  expense  of  the  most  meritorious  of  that 

.  Tbe  accompanying  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War 
will  bring  to  your  new  the  state  of  the  Army,  and 
aD  &e  Tariotts  scbjecta  oonflded  to  ttie  lopcrintaad- 
enoe  of  that  officer. 

The  principal  part  of  the  Army  has  been  concen- 
trated  In  Flwida,  with  a  riew,  and  in  the  expecta- 
tion, brin^Dg  tbo  war  in  that  Territory  to  a 
qwedy  doae.  Tbe  necessity  of  stripping  the  posts 
on  the  maritime  and  inland  frontiers  of  thdr  entire 
garrianiB,  for  tbe  purpoee  of  aaaemblisg  in  &o  field 
an  army  less  thui  four  thousand  men,  would  seem 
to  indicate  the  neceedty  of  Increaui^  our  r^ular 
forces ;  and  tbe  superior  efficiency,  as  well  as  greatly 
dfaninished  expense  of  that  description  of  troops, 
teoommeDd  this  measure  as  one  of  economy  as  well 
•I  ot  exnedieney.  I  id'er  to  tbe  report  for  the  rea- 
wom  wrndi  haTO  Indiioed  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
oige  ttw  raocganlratlon  and  enlaxgemaut  of  <he  staff 
of  the  Anny,  andof  the  oidnanoe  coipa,  in  vhkhl 
ftally  ooncnr. 

It  is  not,  however,  compatible  with  the  interest  of 
the  pecwle  to  maintain^  in  time  of  peace,  a  r^ular 
fbroe  adequate  to  the  defence  <^  our  extoisiTe  uon- 
tten.  In  periods  ot  danger  and  alarm,  we  must  relj^ 
prindpally  upon  a  well-organized  militia ;  and  some 
general  arrangement  that  will  render  this  de8cripU<Hi 
of  force  more  efficient,  has  long  been  a  subject  of 
anxious  solidtade.  It  was  tcoommended  to  the  first 
Congress  by  Gmeral  Wadiington,  and  has  been  since 
frequently  brought  to  your  notice,  and  recently  its 
importance  strongly  urged  by  my  immediate  prede- 
cesBor.  The  provision  of  the  constitution  that  rraiders 
U  neoeesary  to  adopt  a  unifom  system  of  oigioiza- 
tlon  for  the  militia  throi^^ut  the  United  States,  pre- 
aents  an  inaurmountable  obatacle  to  an  effident  ar- 
nngement  by  tiit  classificatioB  heretofore  proposed, 
and  I  invite  your  attention  to  the  plan  which  will  be 
■abmitted  by  tbe  Se<9<etaiy  of  War,  for  the  organisa- 
tion Tdnnteer  corps,  and  the  instruction  of  militia 
offioera,  as  more  simple  and  practicable,  if  not  equally 
advantageons,  as  a  general  arrangement  of  the  whole 
militia  of  the  United  States. 

A  moderate  increase  of  tbe  corps,  both  of  nulitary 
and  topographical  engineers,  has  been  more  than 
once  recommended  by  my  predecessor ;  and  my  om- 
^ethm  of  the  propriety,  not  to  s»y  neoessi^,  of  the 
measure,  hi  order  to  eoaUe  them  to  perform  the  vari- 
ous and  important  duties  imposed  upon  them,  in- 
duces me  to  repei^  the  recommendation. 

Hw  lOUtary  Aeademy  oontinoea  to  ansmr  all  the 
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purposes  of  its  establishment,  a&3  not  wly  foniiahes 
wdl-edocated  officers  to  tbe  Army,  but  serrea  to 
diSuse  throughout  the  mass  of  our  citizens  individ- 
uals poseeestn  of  nulitary  knowledge,  and  tbe  sdenti- 
fic  attainments  of  dvll  and  ndlitary  eng^eerii^  At 
present,  the  cadet  is  bound,  irith  coaaaA  vt  his 
parents  or  guardians,  to  remain  in  service  five  yean 
from  the  poiod  of-  his  enlistment,  unless  sooner  dis- 
chaiged ;  thus  exacting  only  one  year's  service  in  the 
Army  after  his  education  is  completed.  This  does 
not  qipear  to  me  suffident  Government  ou^t  to 
command  for  a  longer  period  the  services  of  those 
who  are  educated  at  tiie  public  expense ;  and  I  re- 
commend that  tbe  time  of  enUstmcnt  be  extended  to 
aeren  years,' and  the  temts  of  die  engagement  strict^ 
enforced. 

The  creation  of  a  national  foundry  for  cannon,  to 
be  common  to  tbe  service  of  tbe  Army  and  Kavy 
of  the  United  States,  has  been  heretofore  recom- 
mended,  and  appears  to  be  required  in  order  to  {dace 
oar  ordnance  («  an  equal  fbotiagwith  thstof  other 
oountrtes,  and  to  enable  that  branch  of  the  service  to 
control  the  prices  of  those  artides,  and  graduate  tbe 
eupplies  to  tbe  wonts  of  the  Government,  as  well  as 
to  regulate  their  quality  and  ensure  their  unifomu^. 
Tbe  seme  reasons  induce  mc  to  recommend  the  erec- 
tion of  a  manufactory  of  gunpowder,  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  tbe  Ordnance  offloe.  The  estsMidiin^ 
of  a  mano&ctory  of  small  arms  west  of  Qie  Alleghany 
mountains,  iqwn  tbe  plan  proposed  by  the  Bewetaiy 
of  War,  will  contribute  to  extend  throogbout  that 
country  tbe  improvements  which  exist  in  establish- 
ments of  a  similar  description  in  tbe  Atlantic  States, 
and  tend  to  a  much  more  economical  distrilmtion  of 
the  armament  reqaired  in  the  western  portion  of  oar 
Union. 

Tbe  system  of  removing  the  Lidians  west  of  Ae 
UisBissippi,  commenced  by  Mr.  Jefferon,  in  1804^ 
has  been  steadily  penereied  in  by  every  snoceedng 
Preaident,  and  may  becntsidered  the  settled  poUcy 
of  the  country.  Unoonnected  at  first  with  any  well- 
defined  vyvtaa  for  their  improvement,  the  induce- 
ments hdd  out  to  tbe  Indians  were  confined  to  the 
greater  abandance  of  nme  to  be  found  In  tbe  West ; 
but  yrbea  the  benefldd  effects  of  didr  removal  wm 
made  ^tparent,  a  more  [diilantbropio  and  enlightened 
policy  was  adopted,  in  puchasing  tbdr  lands  east  of 
tbe  llifldssippi.  Liberal  prices  were  given,  and  i»o- 
viaions  inaerted  in  all  tiie  treaties  wiu  them,  for  the 
application  of  the  funds  they  recdved  in  exduag^ 
to  such  purposes  as  were  best  calculated  to  prwnote 
their  present  welfare,  and  advance  their  future  dvil- 
ization.  These  measures  have  be«a  attended  thoa 
for  with  the  happiest  results. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  referring  to  tbe  report  of  the 
Commiasiouer  of  Indian  ASairs,  that  the  moat  san- 
guine expectations  of  the  fHeods  and  promoters 
of  this  system  have  been  realized.  The  Choctaws; 
Gherokees,  and  other  tribes  that  first  emigrated  be- 
yond the  Hiadsri]^  haye,  for  tbe  most  part,  aban- 
doned the  hunter  state,  and  become  cultivators 
tbe  soil  The  improvement  in  Hieat  condition  has 
been  rapid,  and  it  is  belicred  that  they  are  uov 
fitted  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  dmjue  form  of 
goTemment,  wbidi  has  been  submitted  to  them 
and  received  tiieir  sanction;  and  I  canDOi  too 
strongly  urge  this  snt^jeet  npon  the  attentioa 
Conf|:resB. 

Stipulations  have  been  made  with  all  tbe  IniSan 
bibes  to  remove  them  beyond  the  Uis&iasipi^,  ex- 
cept with  the  bond  of  the  Wyandotts,  the  Sx  Na- 
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tioDS lit N«w  Tork^the  MenomoiMei,  Htndina  wt 
Btookteidgw  la  W^iMOsdn,  and  Miunies  in  In- 
diana, ^th  all  .  bat  the  Uenomonees,  it  is  ex- 
pected that  arrangeraeotg  for  Ihetr  emigration  will 
be  completed  tbe  imaent  rear.  The  resisUnce 
vfatoh  has  been  opposed  to  their  remoTal  hj  aome 
of  the  tribes,  even  after  treaties  had  been  made 
iHtb  Uwm  to  that  efibct,  baa  arisen  from  various 
eanieii,  operating  Werent^  on  eadi  of  them.  In 
moit  tautonoet  the^  have  been  instigated  to  rarfst- 
anee  bj  persons  to  whom  the  trade  with  tbem  and 
tbe  acquisitioa  of  their  annuitlea  were  important; 
and  in  some  by  the  personal  influence  of  Interested 

'  chieft.  These  obatMles  must  be  overcome ;  for  the 
GoTemment  oamaot  r^nquiA  the  exeentlon  of  this 
p(^7  iritboot  sacrifl^ng  important  Interesto,  and 
abandtmlng  tlie  tril>es  Temainiag  east  of  the  ]lisde> 
1^1^  to  certain  destruction. 

The  decrease  in  nambeTs  of  tho  tribes  irithin  tlw 
limits  of  the  States  and  Territories  has  been  most 
rapid.  If  tbej  be  remored,  they  can  be  proteoted 
from  those  aasoelatlons  and  evil  praotiMs  which 
exert  so  pemidoua  and  destructiTe  an  influence 
over  their  destinies.  They  can  be  induced  to 
labor,  and  to  acquire  property,  and  its  aeqoisittw 
win  IttSirfre  tbem  with  a  feeHng  of  independence. 
Their  minds  can  be  cultivated,  and  they  can  be 
tan^t  the  value  of  salutary  and  uniform  laws,  and 

'  be  made  sendble  of  the  blessings  of  free  govern- 
ment, and  capable  of  eijoying  Its  advantages.  In 
the  possession  of  property,  knowledge,  and  a  rood 
government,  free  to  give  whtf  direenon  tbey  pTeaee 
to  their  labor,  and  duien  fai  the  legislation  by 
vrUeh  tiielr  persona  and  tiie  profits  of  their  Indna- 
try  are  to  be  protected  and  secured,  they  will  have 
an  ever-present  conviction  of  the  importance  of 
nnion,  of  peace  amons  themselves,  and  of  the 
preservation  of  amicable  relations  with  us.  The 
interests  of  the  United  Statea  would  also  be 
greatly  promoted  by  fretf  ng  die  rehtftoua  between 
ttw  OenerU  and  State  Oovemmeats  from  what  has 
proved  a  most  embarrassing  ineuqibranoe,  by  a 
satisfactory  adjustment  of  coveting  titles  to  lands, 
caused  by  the  occupation  of  the  Indians,  and  by 
cauring  the  resources  of  the  whole  country  to  be 
developed  by  the  power  of  the  State  and  General 
Govemmenta,  and  improved  by  the  enterprise  of  a 
white  population. 

Intimately  connected  with  thli  snMeot  Is  tbe 
obligation  of  tbe  Government  to  fiilfli  its  treaty 
stipnlationa,  aud  to  protect  the  Indians  thus  as- 
sembled "at  their  new  reridences  from  all  inter- 
ruptions aud  disturbances  from  any  other  tribes 
or  nations  of  Indians,  or  from  any  other  person  or 
petBons  whataoeTsr,"  and  the  eoiallT  aolemit  6Ui> 
ntton  to  guard  from  InAan  hosUllty  tts  own 
bor^  settlements,  stretching  alcmg  a  line  of 
more  than  one  thousand  miles.  To  enable  the 
Government  to  redeem  this  pledge  to  the  Indiana, 
and  to  afford  adequate  protection  to  its  own  citi- 
zens, will  require  the  conlinoal  presence  of  a  oon- 
iiderable  regular  force  on  the  frontiers,  and  tbe  es- 
tablishment of  a  chain  of  permanent  posts.  Xx- 
amioations  of  the  country  are  now  making,  with  a 
vfew  to  decide  on  the  most  suitable  points  for  the 
erection  of  fbrtresses  and  other  works  of  defence, 
the  results  of  which  will  be  presented  to  you  by 
tbe  SecretaiT  of  War  at  au  early  day,  together 
with  a  plan  for  tho  effectual  protection  of  friendly 
bdians,  and  the  permanent  de&noe  of  the  froiuier 
fitatsi. 


By  the  report  «f  the  Seeretary  o£  the  Navy, 
herewith  communicated,  it  appears  that  nnremlttad 
exertions  have  been  made  at  the  different  navy 
yards,  to  carry  into  effect  all  authorized  measures 
for  the  extension  and  emi^oyment  of  our  naval 
force.  The  launching  and  preparation  of  thh  ship 
of  the  Uoe  Penni^lvania,  and  the  complete  repairs 
of  the  ships  of  the  line  Ohio,  Delaware,  and  Co* 
Iambus,  may  be  notiead,  as  forming  a  respectable 
addition  to  this  Important  arm  m  our  national 
defence.  Our  commorca  aod  navigation  have  re- 
ceived increased  aid  and  protection  during  the 
present  year.  Our  squadrons  in  the  Pacific  and  on 
the  Brazilian  station  have  been  much  Increased, 
and  that  In  the  Mediterranean,  although  small,  is 
adequate  to  the  present  wants  onr  commerce  fai 
that  sea.  Additions  have  been  made  to  our  saaad- 
ron  on  the  West  India  station,  where  the  wrgs 
force  nnder  Commodore  Dallas  has  been  mart 
actively  and  efficiently  employed  in  proteotlng  onr 
commerce,  in  preventing  the  importation  of  fuaves, 
and  in  co-operating  with  officers  of  the  army  \a 
carrying  on  the  war  In  Florida. 

The  satisfkctory  condition  of  oiur  naval  Socoe 
abroad  leaves  at  onr  disposal  the  means  of  cmven- 
iently  piovidlog  for  a  home  squadron,  toe  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce  upon  onr  extensive  coast. 
The  amount  of  appropriations  required  for  such  a 
squadron  will  be  found  in  tiie  general  estimates  for 
the  naval  services  for  tbe  year  1838. 

The  naval  offloers  engaged  upon  our  coast  survey 
have  rendered  importmt  serrice  to  onr  navigation. 
The  discovery  of  a  new  channel  Into  the  hanor  of 
New  York,  through  which  our  largest  riiips  may 
pass  without  danger,  must  afford  important  com- 
mercial advantages  to  that  harbor,  and  add  greatly 
to  its  value  as  a  naval  station.  The  accurate  sur- 
vey of  Oeoige's  shoab  off.  the  coast  of.  Hassaohu- 
setts,  lately  completed,  wiQ  render  comparatively 
safe  a  nav^pttion  hitherto  cwuidered  dangerous. 

Considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
number  of  captains,  commanders,  lieutenants,  Bur- 
gee oa,  and  assistant  surgeons,  in  the  Navy.  These 
additions  were  rendered  necessary,  by  the  increased 
number  of  vessels  put  in  commisaion,  to  answer  tba 
exigencies  of  onr  growing  commerce. 

.  Your  attention  is  respectAiliy  invited  to  the  va* 
rioos  Bugsestiona  of  the  Secretaiy^lbr  the  fanpnm- 
ment  wuie  naval  service. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  Gdwral  exUUtl 
the  progress  and  condition  of  the  mail  service. 
The  operations  of  the  Post  Office  Department  con- 
stitute one  of  the  most  active  elements  of  onr  na- 
tional prosperity,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  obeerre 
with  what  vkor  they  ar«  condooted.  Tbe  mall 
routes  of  the  United  States  cover  an  extent  of  abonk 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  miles,  having  been  Increased 
about  thirty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  three 
miles  within  the  last  two  years.  Tbe  annual  mail 
transportation  «on  these  routes  is  about  thirty.dE 
milliona  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thowand 
nine  hundred  and  sixty-two  miles,  having  been  In* 
creased  about  ten  millions  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-^  miles 
witiiin  ttie  same  period.  The  number  of  post  offices 
has  also  been  increased  from  ten  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  to  twelve  thousand  and 
ninety-nine,  very  few  of  which  receive  the  mails 
less  than  once  a  week,  and  a  large  portion  of  them 
d^.  Oontnoton  and  pajtmaatars  in  general  ate 
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rqmKDted  as  attending  to  thdr  duties  vlth  most 

commendable  zeal  and  fidelity. 

The  reTenne  of  the  Department,  vithia  the  year 
ending  on  the  thirtieth  June  last,  was  four  mlllioQS 
one  hundred  and  thIrtj-seTen  thousand  and  fifly- 
six  dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents ;  and  its  liabilities 
accruing  within  the  same  time  were  three  milQona 
Uiree  hundred  and  dgfaty  tbotuand  eight  hundred 
and  for^-seveo  doDara  and  Beventy-fiTe  oenta.  The 
faicrease  of  reTenae  over  that  of  the  preceding 

J ear  waa  seven  hundred  aud  eight  thousand  one 
DDdred  and  dxtj-rix  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 
For  many  iuteresting  detuls  1  refer  yon  to  the 
report  of  the  Postmaster  Qeoeral,  with  tiie  acoom- 
panying  paper.  Tour  parUcular  attention  is  in- 
vited to  tne  necessity  of  proTiding  a  more  safe  and 
conrentent  building  for  uie  accommodation  of  that 
Department. 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  reports  submit- 
ted in  pursuance  of  a  call  made  by  me  upon  the 
beads  of  Departments,  for  such  soggeations  as 
their  experience  might  enable  them  to  malte  as  to 
wbatfiirlher  legislaUve  proTUons  maytie  advan- 
tueoasly  adopted  to  secure  the  faitbftil  application 
of  public  moneys  to  the  objects  for  which  they  are 
appropriated ;  to  prevent  their  misapplication  or 
embezzlement  by  those  intrusted  vith  the  expen- 
diture of  them  ;  and  generally  to  increase  the  se- 
curity of  Uie  Government  a^unst  losses  in  their 
diAoriemeDt  It  it  needleao  to  dilate  on  the  im- 
portance of  providing  inch  new  safeguards  as  are 
within  the  power  of  legislation  to  promote  these 
ends ;  and  I  have  little  to  add  to  the  rccommenda- 
tiions  Bubnutted  in  the  accompanying  papers. 

By  law,  the  terms  of  serrice  of  our  most  im- 
portant collecting  and  disbursing  officers  in  the 
civil  departments  are  limited  to  four  years,  and 
when  reappirfnted,  their  bonda  are  required  to  be 
renewed. 

The  safety  of  the  public  is  much  fauffeascd  by 
this  feature  of  the  law,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  its  application  to  all  officers  entrusted  with  the 
collection  or  disbursement  of  the  public  money, 
whatever  may  be  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  would 
be  equally  benefidaL  I  therefore  recommend,  in 
addltun  to  soeh  of  the  euggestlona  presented  by 
ib»  heads  of  Departments  as  you  may  thlnic  nseflil, 
a  general  provitton,  that  all  officers  of  the  Army  or 
Navy,  or  in  the  Civil  Department,  •^tmited  with 
the  receipt  or  payment  of  public  money,  and  whose 
term  of  service  is  either  unlimited  or  for  a  longer 
time  than  four  years,  be  required  to  give  bonds, 
'^th  good  and  sufficient  sureUes,  at  the  expiration 
of  every  such  period. 

A  change  In  the  period  of  terminating  the  fiscal 
year,  from  the  first  of  October  to  the  first  of  April, 
has  been  frequently  recommended,  and  appears  to 
be  desirable. 

The  distressing  casualties  in  steamboats,  which 
have  so  frequeotly  happened  during  the  year,  seem 
to  evince  the  necessity  of  attempthig  to  prevent 
them,  bv  means  of  severe  provinons  connected 
with  their  cuatom-hoaae  papers.  TUs  aal)>fect  was 
submitted  to  the  attention  of  Congress  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  his  last  annual  report, 
and  will  be  again  at  the  present  sesnon,  with  addi- 
tional details.  It  will  doubtless  receive  that  early 
and  careful  conslderaUon  wliich  its  pressing  im- 
portance appears  to  require. 

Tour  attention  haa  heietaftira  been  frequentiy 
•ailed  to  the  aflUn  of  the  Distriet  of  Cohunbia, 
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and  I  should  not  again  aric  It,  ^  not  tbeir  eiitir« 
dependence  on  Congress  give  tiiem  a  constant 
claim  upon  its  notice.  Separated  by  the  consti- 
tution from  the  rest  of  the  Union,  limited  in  extent, 
and  aided  by  no  Le^slature  of  its  own,  it  would 
seem  to  be  a  spot  where  a  wise  and  uniform  system 
of  local  Koremment  ndght  have  been  eanly  adopt- 
ed. This  District,  however,  unfiirtanat^,  has 
been  left  to  Hnger  behind  tl»  rest  of  the  tjidw ; 
its  codes,  civil  and  criminal,  are  not  only  very  de- 
fective, but  fhll  of -obsolete  or  inconvement  pro- 
vlsJona ;  beiuff  fonoaed  of  portions  of  two  States, 
discrepances  in  the  laws  prevail  In  different  parts 
of  thetmxtory,BmallBsiti8;  and  although  it  waa 
sdeeted  as  toe  seat  of  the  Oeaeral  GovoiUBeat, 
the  site  of  its  pnbUo  edifices,  the  depository  of  its 
archives,  and  the  residence  of  officers  intrmted 
with  lat^e  amounts  of  public  property,  and  the 
management  of  public  business,  yet  it  has  never 
been  subjected  to,  or  received,  that  special  and 
comprehensive  legislation  which  these  circum- 
stances peculiarly  demand.  I  am  well  aware  of  the 
various  sul^Mts  oi  greater  manntude  and  hnme- 
diate  interest  that  i»e8S  tbemsdves  on  the  eonad- 
eration  of  Congress ;  but  I  believe  there  Is  not 
one  that  appeafi  more  directiy  to  its  justice  thaa 
a  liberal,  and  even  generous,  attention  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  District  of  Columbia,  end  a  thoron^ 
and  careful  revision  of  its  local  govemmenL 

H.  YAN.BUKEK. 

Wasbihqtok,  Dec.  Bth,  1887. 

live  tbonsand  c<^ieB  of  the  MeBsage,  and  fif- 
tma  htmdred  copies  of  the  aeoompanybig  docn- 
mentB,  wwe  oroexed  to  be  printed. 

JktUhqf  Senator  Zent. 

Mr.  Out,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  siud,  that 
in  the  absence  of  the  only  surviving  Senator 
from  Maryland,  (wliose  dnty  it  would  have  been 
to  have  annonnoed  the  demise  of  his  coUeagne,) 
the  melancholy  task  would  devolve  upon  him, 
of  detailing  to  the  Soiate  what  already  was  bot 
too  well  known,  to  wit:  the' lamented  death 
of  Governor  Kmit,  who  expiretl  on  tho  24th 
of  last  month,  aged  69  years.  Mr.  C.  feeling 
and  eloquently  alluded  to  th&long  fHendship 
that  had  subsisted  between  himseli^  and  the 
distinguished  deceased,  and  nKike  of  bis  service 
to  his  own  State,  in  her  Legislature,  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive ohdr,  Ac,  dl  whidi  stations  he  had  fill- 
ed with  oonanmmate  ability,  and  with  genwai 
satiafaotion  to  the  people.  No  one.  Mr.  0. 
munt^ed,  had  ever  brought  into  uie  pnUie 
conncils  more  intcsii^  of  purpose,  or  a  greater 
share  of  strong  ducriminating  sense.  It  waa 
true  he  seldom  spoke  in  debate,  but  when  he 
did  it  was  always  to  the  purpose,  without  being 
ambitious  of  the  ornament  of  langnage. 
Twenty-six  years  ago  Hr.  0.  entered  public 
life  with  the  deceasM  in  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatives,  since  which  brief  space  of  time  how 
many  things  had  occurred,  how  many  qnestions 
arisen,  that  were  supposed  would  shake  the 
Oonfederaoy  to  its  very  centre  ?  Still  he  was 
gratified  to  find  that  the  stars  and  stripes  floated 
triomphantl^,  and  the  eomitij  waa  marching 
(HLward  to  its  iof^  destinj,  nnoheoked  ia  » 
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career.  Hr,  0.  adTerted  to  the  private  worth 
of  his  deceased  Mend:  lus  maadon  was  the 
seat  of  genwons  hoqpitalitj^  and  his  heart  erer 
replete  with  kht^nfiss ;  his  loss  was  not  onl;-  to 
HarylantL  to  the  Brai^  hut  to  the  coiinti7  at 
large,  and  to  none  more  than  the  people  of  this 
Distnct^  wluue  firm  and  zealoas  friend  he  had 
erer  been,  all  of  whom  wonld  recollect  the 
thrilling  appeal  made  in  their  behalf,  not  sixty 
dfl]ra  ago.  His  place  would  soon  again  be  filled 
— ablj  and  respectably  filled ;  but  no  successor 
ooald  bring  a  pnrer  heart  or  sonnder  head.  It 
now  only  remuned  for  them  to  discharge  the 
last  melancholy  daties  due  to  departed  worth ; 
for  which  purpose,  he  would  introdnce  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Betoivtdy  That  in  token  of  respect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  Hon.  J.  Kent,  of  Moryluid,  the  Eenatots 
wear  crape  on  the  arm  for  thirty  days. 

JtitolMd,  That  the  Senate  do  nov  a<yoiini. 

'Which  resolutions  were  nnammon^  adopted. 


BOUSE  OF  BSFBESSNTATITBB. 
TtJESDXT,  December  6.  ' 

The  annual  Message  of  the  President  was  re- 
ceived by  the  hands  of  bis  private  secretary, 
Abrasam  Vxn  Bttkbn,  Esq. 

Hi.  Bjiyms  moved  that  it  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  fifteen  thonaand  oopiea  thereof; 
with  the  Rcoompanying  doonments,  and  five 
thonaand  wf^n  withont  the  doomnenta,  be 
OTinted  for  the  nae  oT  the  members  ol  the 
Honse ;  whioh  reaolntion  was  ^reed  to. 


INBKHrATX. 
Houdat,  December  11. 
Hessrs.  Batabd,  Bugolxs,  and  Spbnos,  took 
fiieir  Beats. 

Kr.  Ronnnm  moved -that  the  Oeaib  appoint  a 
oommitbee  of  three  to  duwt  the  expenditure 
of  the  mwey  appropriated  for  the  library  of 
Congress;  and  Messrs.  BoBBora,  AiXEir,  and 
Wau,  were  appdnted. 

TnuDAT,  Decraaber  13. 
Ur.  OuTHBEBT,  from  Georgia,  took  his  seat. 


HOUSE  OP  REPREaENTATrVBB. 

ToMDAT,  December  12. 

JMiUontf  Slavery  in  the  Dktriet 

Columbia. 

Mr.  Adaus  presented  a  petition,  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  8lave-tra&  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  that  it, 
and  the  petitions  presented  by  himself  and  col- 
leagues at  the  late  special  session  on  the  same 
snl^ect,  embracing  mtwards  of  60,000  signers, 
be  referrred  to  the  Oanunittee  for  the  -District 
ct  Oolnmlna,  with  instmotiona  to  ccmsider  aod 
Twort  thereon. 

Mr.  Wm  moved  to  li^  that  ma^aa.  on  tiie 
taUa. 
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Mr.  Potts  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 

that  motion;  which  were  ordered,  and  were: 

TiAS. — Hessra.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Atherton, 
Aycrigg,  Beime,  Bell,  BlrdiaU,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Budianan,  John  Calhoun,  Cunbrelet^, 
Wm.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter, 
Casey,  Cbambere,  Chancy,  Ghaimian,  Cheatham, 
Citley,  ClaibCHiie,  Garii,  Cleveland,  Clowne;,  Colea, 
Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cuafaman,  Dawson,  Ddxriy, 
DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Edwards,  Ewing,  Farrington, 
Fairfield,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Oholson,  J.  Gra- 
ham, Gnmtland,  Giavcs,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hunmond, 
Earner,  Harian,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Ha  joes, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  R. 
U.  T.  Hunter,  J.  Jackson,  Jenifer,  J.  Johnson,  W. 
C.  Jolmson,  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Eemble,  Kllne- 
enanitb,  Lawler,  Legare,  Logan,  Loomia,  Lyon,  Hu- 
lory,  Martin,  Maury,  Uay,  UcEay,  A.  UcClellan,  ICe- 
Clure,  M oKbn,  Menifee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  i^dmer,  Fearce, 
Pennybai^er,  Fetrikhi,  Phelps,  llumer.  Pope,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Bbett,  Kives,  Robertson,  Ramsey,  A  H. 
Shepperd,  C.  Sh^aid,  Shields,  Sheptor,  South, 
Snyder,  Soutiinte,  ^ooer,  Stanly,  Steward,  Stone, 
Stratton,  iUitOieTrtt,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Tumey,  Underwood,  Vail,  Yanderveer,  Wagater, 
Weeks,  A  a  White.  J.  White,  L.  Williams,  Sheitod 
Williams,  J.  W.  WDUanu,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Wortlungton,  and  Tell— 135. 

Nats.— MeswB.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  ADen, 
Bicknell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bronson, 
Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Ghilds,  Oorwin,  Cranston,  Curtis^ 
CuE^ing,  Dariineton,  Davies,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Everett, 
R  Fletcher,  nUmore,  Foster,  Goode,  W.  Graham, 
Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Hall,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry, 
;  Herod,  Hofflnan,  tTi^^m^  T.  fi.  Jackson,  Kilgore, 
Lincoln,  Karrin,  B.  Mason,  MaxweB,  Robert  Mc- 
Clellaif,  McKennan,  Milligan,  M.  Morris,  Samuel  W. 
Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyea,  Ogle,  Parker,  Par- 
menter,  Patterson,  Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Barideo, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Rldgway,  Russell,  ^effer,  KUey, 
Slade,  iHllingbast,  Toland.  Webster,  E.  WhlUleiey, 
Tho&  T.  Whittlesey,  and  Yorko — 70. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  several  other  petitions 
from  Maroacbusetts,  Pennsylvania,  etc.,  on  the 
same  subject,  and  made  the  same  motions  of 
reference,  which  were  severally  laid  on  the 
table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wisb. 

1&.  AoAKs  then  presented  anotber  of  the 
same  tenor. 

Mr.  Lawub  Tf^sed  the  preUmlnary  question 
of  reception,  which  was  dedded  by — yeas  144, 
nays  60. 

So  the  petition  was  received. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  I^tbb  was  called, 
he  inqnired  of  the  Chair  the  effect  of  this 
motion  prevuling. 

The  Chaib  relied  that  it  left  the  petition  at 
the  disposition  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bivxs  said  then  he  shonld  vote  for  the 
reception,  in  order  to  give  this  petition  the 
same  diE^x>sition  as  bad  been  given  to  the 
otbers,  viz.,  laying  than  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WisK  explttmed,  that  the  reaami  he  had 
not  originally  raised  the  qaesticm  moved  1^  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  wa&  that  the  ques- 
tion Jost  dedded  bad  already  been  dedded  so 
often  l^.  the  Hooae,  l^Sontheniis  well  as  br 
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NorUieni  memben  voting  to  reotive  abdition 
petittffiu.  ItmufiDrtfafttreBBoalwliadinoTed 
to  lay  the  motion  of  referencd  on  the  table, 
for  he  was  determined  to  meet  the  question  at 
every  step  where  it  could  be  met  Kr.  W. 
asked  the  ^entlunan  from  Massachiuetta  to  in- 
ohide  .all  his  petitions  in  one  moticn. 

Mr.  Abaub  said  he  conld  not  assent  to  it 
Be  then  presented  a  petitirai  for  the  aliolition 
ct  slavery  in  tbe  Territories  the  United 
States,  and  moved  its  referoioe  to  the  Otunmit- 
tee  on  the  Territories. 

Mr.  Wies  moved  to  lay  that  moUon  <m  Qw 
teble. 

Mr.  ■Ai>AMB  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered;  and  were— yeas  127, 


IN  SBNATB. 

WiDimDAY,  December  18. 

Messrs.  Black  and  Southabd  took  their  seats. 

The  Hon:  Weuwn  LtrupEur,  Senator  elect 
from  Georgia,  and  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Bbvier,  Sen- 
ator elect  from  Arkansas,  were  qualified  and 
took  th^  seats. 


Thcbsdat,  December  14. 
?%«  Bxpunging  SaoluUon. 

Mr.  BaVabd  add  that  at  the  last  regular 
ses^on  of  Congress  he  had  presented  the  reso- 
lution of  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent,  agidnst  the  de&cement  of 
the  journal  by  what  has  been  commraily  called 
the  Expunging  Seaolution,  and  at'  that  time 
gave  notice  that  he  should  at  the  ensuing  ses- 
doo,  and  so  long  as  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
here,  contend  agaimt  that  measore.  When  he 
gave  that  'nonce.  aiq>earances  were  mncb 
agidnst  the  probability  of  snooesa,  bat  the  dawn 
<a  a  brifditer  and  better  had  broken  npon 
us,  which  led  him  to  hope  the  accomplishnmit 
of  his  purpose  was  near  at  hand.  The  Senator 
fW>m  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  BuoHASJkK)  had,  in  the 
benevolence  of  his  feelings,  when  ho  (Mr.  Bat- 
abd)  announced  his  intention  of  intradndng  a 
rescinding  resolution  at  Uie  last  session,  ex- 
pressed his  hope  that  he  might  live  to  see  its 
adoption ;  meaning,  no  doubt  to  bestow  upon 
him  a  lengthened  term  of  existence,  if  not  an 
immortality,  in  the  same  spirit  of  complusance 
in  which  a  Spaniard  wishes  you  may  live  a 
thousand  years.  But,  Mr.  B,  said,  he  should 
be  very  eorry  to  have  his  life  cut  short  ,  as 
q;»eedily  as  it  was  now  probable  that  event 
Tonld  ooour. 

The  reaolation  he  presented  was  to  readnd 
ihe  expunging  resolution,  without  professing  to 
en>re68  any  (pinion  on  the  merits  of  tbe  origi- 
nu  resolnuon  of  1884.  He  moved  that  uie 
rMolntion  be  laid  npcm  the  table^  and  printed ; 
namely: 

Wfaerws,  tbe  Senate  of  the  TTnlted  Statee,  fat  Ae 
exercise  «£  its  flmetfuis,  as  a  ddibeiatiTe  aisnnUyt 


[25th  Coko, 

^  on  the  SSOi  day  <^  Xsrdi,  1884,  adopt  the  M' 
loving  rceolodon : 

"  2£s»olvad,  That  fbe  Prerident,  in  tbe  bte  Sxeeih 
tire  proceedings  in  relation  to  tbe  lereDiie,  has  as- 
sumed upon  tumself  aotboritj  and  power  not  con- 
ferred by  tbe  constitatirai  and  lain^  bst  In  dert^ptr 
tionofbotb.*' 

And  whereas,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  tbe  16tb  dav 
of  Jannaiy,  1887,  .  the  Senate,  in  reference  to  tbie 
:  above  rescdution,  adopted  another  as  follows : 

"  Besolve^  That  uie  said  resolve  be  expunged 
from  the  Journal ;  and,  for  tbat  purpose,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  at  each  time  as  uie  Senate 
may  ai^int,  shall  briuf  the  manuscript  Journal  of 
tbe  sesnon  of  1883-4  into  ' the  Senate,  and,  hi  tbe 
presence  of  the  Smate^  draw  Uadc  Uses  romid  Hm 
said  resolve,  and  write  across  the  &oe  thereof,  in 
Btnng  letters,  the  words  foUowing :  Sxproged  bf 
order  oF  the  Senate,  this  16th  day  v  Jsnoaiy,  in  tM 
year  of  our  Lord  1887." 

And  w^bereas  the  Gonadtution  of  the  Uidted  States 
expressly  requires  tiut  each  House  of  Coi^reas  dnll 
keep  a  journal  of  Its  proceedings,  meaniDK  theitdby 
to  preserve  a  faithfbl  and  pennment  recora  those 
proceedings : 

And  whereas  tbe  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in- 
dependently of  its  legislative,  execntiTe,  and  judicial 
functions,  baa  the  inherent  right,  as  a  deliberative 
assembly,  to  express  its  opinions,  which  can  be  done 
only  by  reBoIutions : 

And  whereas  its  opinions,  when  thus  expretsed, 
become  part  of  Its  prooeedinga,  of  whldi,  m  coo- 
stitotfon  provides  that  a  permanent  reoerd  ufaaH  be 
kept: 

And  whereaa  the  resolution  of  tbe  of  Janoaiy; 
1887,  and  tbe  act  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Senate  ia 
compliance  with  it,  was  a  viol^on  of  the  cmstitu- 
tiou,  inasmuch  as,  in  legal  contemplatiw,  it  destroyed, 
and  in  fact  de&ced,  tbe  record  aC  the  proceedngs  to 
which  it  refers ;  wherefbre, 

Beaolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  160)  of  Jan- 
nary,  1887,  commonly  called  the  expnn^ng  resola- 
tion,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescind^  and  diaS 
for-ever  hereafter  be  held  as  naught ;  and  that,  in 
all  future  publicationB  of  tbat  portion  of  the  Journal 
wlii(di  contains  the  resolotion  of  1888-4,  and  in  all 
copies  iriticb  may  hereafter  be  made  of  tbe  same,  tor 
any  official  or  l^al  purpose,  tbe  said  restdutaon  of 
18S3-4  diall  be  puldished  and  copied  as  H  wis  nig- 
inaUy  entered  upon  the  said  Journal,  without  any 
notice  whatever  of  tbe  snperecription,  which  was 
erroneously,  irrcgulariy,  and  onoraistituUonaUy  made, 
in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1887. 

Mr.  BucHAKAH  said  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware must  desire  a  very  long  existence  in  this 
vale  of  tears,  if  he  expected  to  live  until  what 
«was  asked  by  the  resolution  was  adopted.  The 
Senator  has  been  pleased  to  say  he  would  not 
be  willing  to  die  so  soon.  He  certainly  wished 
the  Senator  long  life  and  pro^erify ;  bat  to 
remahi  nnlil  hie  aim  was  acoomrdldied,  wonld 
be  to  render  him  i^swable,  nmesB  he  feasted 
on  the  Medean  herb  to  renovate  his  yonth  The 
gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  allude  to  the 
dawning  light  which  ne  jfiuides  is  beginning  to 
glimmer  on  Am  political  prospects.  I  adroit  (said 
Mr.  B.)  that  there  have  bera  some  ISew  dark 
doods  in  our  Horthran  hcnizcm;  but  we  tun 
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from  them  to  the  brilliant,  Banny  akies  of  the 
Bonth,  where  idl  is  bright  and  cheering.  The 
gentleman  and  Ills  friends  are  enoooraged,  I 
Know,  and  I  am  willing  they  ahonld  hope  on, 
having  no  disporttUni  to  throw  obataoleB  in 
Um  vaj  of  their  aniMnpationa ;  bnt,  anlen  I 
am  more  mistaken  then  I  ever  was  in  all  my 
Hfe,  there  will  oome  a  frost,  a  nipping  frost — 
[Here  some  Senator  observed  '*  a  killiDg  "} — 
well,  "  a  killing  "  frost,  that  will  blight  alltheir 
fair  crop  of  hopes.  I  sboold  not  have  made 
even  this  short  reply,  if  the  gentleman  had  not 
allnded  to  a  quamt  remark  of  mine,  made  at 
Hm  last  session. . 


HoNDAT,  December  18. 
Jtr.  Oalhocn,  took  his  seat 

J^nti'Ttxat  Annexation  PetiHon, 
Hr.  Wall  presented  a  memorial  from  twelve 
men  and  thirteen  women,  remonstrating  agunst 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

AhoUHon  of  Slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

]i£r.  Wall  presented  the  petition  of  116  la- 
dies of  GlooceHter  ooonty,  New  Jersey,  pray- 
ing the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Oolambia. 

lb.  OuLT  aud  that  it  was  manifest  that  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Oolnmbia 
was  eztendfaig  itsdf  in  the  pnbUo  mind,  and 
didly  engi^ing  more  and  more  of  the  tHibHo 
attention.  He  bad  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
Oongress  ought  not  to  do  what  was  asked  by 
tiie  petitioners  without  the  oonsent  <tf  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  of  Oolambia.  He  was  de- 
sirous of  inquiring  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey,  or  any  other  conversant  with  tiie  sub- 
ject, whether  the  feeling  of  abolition  in  the 
abstract  was  extending  it»elf  in  their  reQ>ective 
States,  or  whether  it  was  not  beoomiog  mixed 

SI  with  other  matters — such,  for  instance,  in 
e  b^ef  that  the  saored  right  of  petition  bad 
been  assailed.  It  be<»m6  tM  dnty  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  inquire  into  tiiis  bn^neas,  and  understand 
the  robjeot  well. 

^ere  were  many,  no  doubt,  of  these  peta- 
tioner*,  who  did  not  mean  to  assert  that  slavery 
should  be  abolished,  that  were  contending  for 
what  they  underrtood  to  be  a  great  constitu- 
tional right  Would  it  not,  then,  under  this 
view  of  the  subject,  be.the  best  course  to  allay 
excitement,  aud  endeavor  to  calm  down  and 
tranquillize  the  public  mind  ? 

Hr.  Wall  said  he  did  not  believe,  so  &r  as 
his  State  was  concerned,  that  the  fedins  for 
abolition  was  on  the  increase ;  but  be  did  be- 
lieve the  subject  was  mixed  up  with  the  right 
of  petition :  many  of  the  petitioners  believmg 
tiiat  right  was  invaded  by  the  manner  in  wMon 
these  monorials  were  treated.  He  thoogbt  if 
this  matter  had  been  in  the  onset  referred  to 
the  Cknamittee  on  the  District  <tf  Ocdnmbia,  and 
ft  report  made  thttefrtan,  (■moticned  \tj  the 
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Senate,)  calmly  expressing  tiie  feeling  of  the 
American  people,  that  there  would  have  been 
no  ftirtber  trouble. 

Mr.  OAiBouir  said  he  had  foreseen  what  tiiia 
Bul^eot  wonjd  oome  to ;  he  knew  Its  (urkin,  and 
tiiat  it  lay  draper  than  was  suppcMed.  a  grew 
ont  of  a  ipirit  of  &naticiam,  which  was  daily 
increasing,  and  if  not  met  in  imins,  would  by- 
and-by  dissolve  this  Union.  It  was  particularly 
our  duty  to  ^eep  tike  matter  out  of  the  Scdje^ 
out  of  tiie  halls  of  the  National  Lwalature. 
These  fanatics  were  interfering  with  what  they 
had  no 'right  Grant  the  reception  of  these 
petitions,  and  you  will  next  be  asked  to  aot  on 
them.  He  was  for  no  couculiatory  course,  no 
temporizing;  instead  of  yielding  one  inch  he 
would  rise  m  opporitum,  and  he  hoped  everr 
man  from  the  Sontii  wonld  stand  fiim  to  put 
down  this  growing  evil.  There  was  bnt  <me 
qnesticm  that  womd  ever  destroy  this  Union, 
and  that  was  involved  in  this  principle.  Yes : 
this  was  ^tent  enough  for  it,  and  must  be  early 
arrested  if  the  Union  was  to  be  preserved. 

ICr.  Swift  sud  he  had  been  mtmsted  with 
various  memorials  of  a  similar  character  to 
this ;  and  he  therefore  felt  called  on  to  say  a 
few  words.  Wlien  these  petitions  were  refer- 
red, as  was  the  former  practice,  to  the  Oommit- 
tee  for  the  Distriot,  there  was  very  little  excite- 
ment on  the  subject  There  was  a  great 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject,  some 
thinking  that  slavery  in  the  District  ought  to 
be  abdished  by  Congress,  and  othera  thuking 
differentiy ;  bt^  from  the  moment  that  the  pe- 
titions were  reftued,  to  the  present  time,  the 
excitement  had  been  oontinnally  increasing. 
And  the  petitioners  were  not  the  miserabra 
fEmatios  wMoh  tite  Senator  from  Sootli  Carolina 
supposed ;  they  were  among  the  most  intdli- 
gent  and  respectable  of  the  communis. 

Hr.  BoiJTB,  of  Yirginia,  sdd,  that  warm, 
ardent,  and  strong  as  were  all  his  feelings,  and 
fixed  as  was  his  opinion  on  this  subject,  be 
should  perhaps  not  have  opened  his  lips  on  the 
present  most  unexpected  occasion,  but  for  the 
relation  he  h^p^ed  to  bear  towuds  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  ustriot  of.  Oolumlna,  to  which 
it  is  pn^Kieed  to  r^  this  whde  snUeot  U  Is 
one  <tf  TiSt  Importaiwe,  inTtdving  the  deoreet 
rights  and  interests  of  milliona  of  our  oitisens, 
and  perhi^  the  Union  of  these  States.  A 
committee  raised  to  take  charge  of  the  local 
ooDoems  of  the  people  of  this  Distr^t  is  not,  I 
humbly  apprehend,  the  suitable  committee  for 
sDoh  a  subject  That  oommittee  was  not  con- 
stituted with  reference  to  questions  of  such 
magnitude  and  extenuve  bearing;  and  I  do 
trust  that,  should  this  body  unfortunately  agree 
to  receive  and  refer  these  petitions,  with  a  view, 
as  we  are  informed,  to  have  a  calm,  deliberate, 
and  foil  discussion  of  their  merits,  they  will 
send  them  to  scnoe  other  committee — nay,  raise 
a  spedai  oommittee,  compoeed  of  gentlemen 
who  have  the  talent  and  the  taste  for  snob  die- 
eosdon ;  f<»:  I  UkA  this  oocadon  to  say  that, 
neither  in  oommittee  nor  ebrwbere^  will  IwMX 
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consent  to  argae  and  discnss  the  merita  of  this 
tender  and  vital  question.  Ko^  air ;  trhen  mj 
Ufy  and  mj  property  are  asaaUed,  I  protect 
them  not  by  argoment  and  discnsnon. 

Sir,  the  Senator  fi*om  Eentncky  (Ifr.  Olat) 
has  asked  whether  the  mnltiplication  of  these 

E'itions  in  the  North,  and  the  spread  of  feel- 
whioh  prompts  them,  is  not  mainly  attribn- 
le  to  a  belief,  on  the  i^rt  of  the  people  there, 
tiiat  the  great  right  of  petition  has  been  Invad- 
ed by  the  direction  which  this  body  has  {pven 
to  them  for  the  last  two  years!  He  has  been 
answered  in  the  affirmative  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  (Mr.  Swiir,)  and  it  is  utterly  denied 
that  ftnaticiam  oonstitntes  any  part  of  the  ^irit 
which  actuates  our  Korthem  brethren,  in  thna 
eternally  stirring  a  qneaUoa  which  wej  mnst 
know  is  vital  to  ns  of  the  South.  Oh,  no — it 
is  not  ftnaticism,  it  is  not  humanity,  it  is  not 
l^iilanlbropy,  but  it  is  patriotiim  I  it  is  only  to 
assert  and  maintun  inviolate  the  great  right  of 
petition  1  I  iwrceive,  sir,  tiiat  one  of  the  peti- 
tions presented  this  morning  is  ngned  by,  I 
think,  one  hundred  and  eleven  women.  Allow 
me  to  ask  when  before,  on  what  other  occasion, 
on  what  other  great  question,  have  the  females 
tiiought  it  their  imperious  duty  to  step  forth  as 
the  asserters  and  champions  of  the  great  rieht 
of  petition!  Allow  me  to  believe,  sir,  t^at 
nu£  a  motive  ocmstitated  no  part  of  thdr  fyA- 
ingi,  never  for  one  moment  ratered  into  tiieir 
brain ;  no^  rir,  it  is  the  false  fire  of  philan- 
thropy, BO  easily  kindled  in  their  worm  and  ten- 
der hearts,  and  too  easily  fanned  into  flame  by 
ftmattod,  vilei  and  desi^tiing  men. 

No  man,  nr,  in  this  wide-extended  empire, 
more  dearly  loves,  or  would  more  sacredly 
guard,  than  I,  the  great,  the  inestimable  right 
of  petition,  aa  asserted  and  practised  in  Eng- 
lond,  and  thence  ingrafted  into  our  own  torit- 
tea  constitution ;  but,  like  all  other  good  things, 
it  is  liable  to  abuse,  and  has  its  limits ;  ana  I 
for  one  am  bold  to  say,  that  the  subject  now 
before  the  Senate  presents  a  limit  to  this  right. 
The  people  have  a  right  peaoeabb'  to  assemble 
and  petition — for  whatf  To  tue  away  my 
right  to  ei^oy  "  life,  liber^,  and  the  pursnit  of 
happiness  I "  Ho,  i^:  but  to  redress  griev- 
wusea;  grievances  to  which  the  law-making 
power  can  apply  a  remedy  or  corrective.  The 
petitions  must  not  only  be  sent  to  a  tribunal 
competent  to  hear  them,  but  mnst  relate  to  a 
subject  on  which  that  tribnnal  can  l^^ally  and 
antuoritattvely  act.  Sir,  the  people  are  occlud- 
ed; they  have  ooclnded  themselves;  tiiey  are 
occluded  by  the  sacred  compromises  of  the  con- 
stitution— the  ohartw  of  all  their  rights — from 
bringiag  this  sulgect  before  Congress  in  any 
manner  whatever  as  one  of  ordinu-y  l^islation. 
It  is  in  Tun  to  say  that  this  right  of  petition 
has  no  limits.  We  have  been  told  this  morn- 
ing, that  w  are  the  servants  of  the  pei^e ;.  yet 
we — this  Senate — require  that  every  petition 
which  is  offered  to  it,  shall  be  respeotfol  in  its 
langnage  and  decoronsin  its  form,  lliis,  edr,  is 
aUmit;  and  one  liable  to  abuse ;  andwhynot^ 
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I  seek  to  know,  require  that  they  shall  also  be 
pertinent  in  th^  matter  and  legitiniato  in 

thcSi  ciifeetf 

iir.  Davis  took  this  oocauon  to  repeat  an  ob- 
servation made  by  bim  two  years  ago,  viz.,  if 
yon  wish  to  make  abolitionists,  then  only  con- 
tinue to  pursue  the  course  you  have  hitherto 
pursued.'*  No  course,  in  his  opinion,  could  be 
more  sareir  calculated  to  increase  the  excite- 
ment  already  existing  than  the  r^ection  of  these 
petitions.  How  the  practice  of  laying  these 
petitions  on  the  table  on  the  ol^jeotians  of  any 
member,  had  crept  into  the  Senate,  he  (Mr.  D.) 
could  not  conceive.  To  him  it,  however,  was 
the  same  thing,  whether  these  petitions  were 
laid  on  the  table,  or  whether  they  were  merely 
reoaved,  and  then  rejecte<l  i  it  was  in  either 
way  tantamount  to  a  total  rejection :  it  was  an 
in^iction  of  the  sacred  right  of  petition.  He 
(Mr.  D.)  did  not  doubt  that  this  attack  on  the 
right  of  petition  had  multiplied  greatly  the 
nnraber  of  petitioners. 

As  to  the  merits,  no  doubt  Southern  gentle- 
men have  come  to  their  conclasioDs  that  the 
petitioners  have  no  right  to  come  here,  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  themselves ;  bat  if  this 
be  true,  he  would  ask,  would  it  not  be  most 
expedient  to  meet  them  in  limine^  at  once,  and 
say  that  they  have  no  ri^ht,  or  elso  to  give 
their  prayer  dne  consideration,  and  give  at  least 
some  reascou,  if  tiiere  exist  any,  against  the 
ri^t  which  they  olaim  I 

Th^  prayer  Is  reasonable,  temperate,  and 
just ;  it  is  two-fold :  1st,  abolish  slavery  in  this 
District,  or,  if  not,  pass  at  least  laws  to  regulate 
in  a  better  manner  the  slave-trade  in  this  Dis- 
trict. They  disavow  the  intention  of  interfer- 
ing witii  slavery  in  any  of  the  States.  Such  a 
prmciple  is  deliberately  avowed  in  the  resolu- 
tions of  most,  if  not  all,  the  Abolition  Societiea 
in  the  North.  They  have  no  purpose  of  inter- 
feriog  with  the  rights  of  the  South.  The  docu- 
mente  they  have  published  to  the  world  woold 
prove  this.  If  uieir  urooeedlnge  estate  the 
minds  of  Southern  gentlemen,  that  is  their  own 
fault ;  it  is  beeanse'they  choose  rather  to  int«- 
fere  with  the  Abolition  Sodoties,  an4  not  that 
the  Abolition  Sodeties  interfere  yriGx  theoL 

No  case  can  be  supposed  to  justify  the  ngeo- 
tion  of  the  right  of  petitioning.  If  men  peti- 
tion for  only  two  Senators,  as  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  (Mi.  Rives)  has  supposed  a  case,  why, 
let  them  do  so.  The  right  is  not  to  be  put 
down  on  supposed  cases  of  abuMng  it.  The 
member  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhous) 
says,  will  you  deliberate  where  your  mii^  is 
mode  up !  He  (Mr.  Davis)  would  immediate 
answer  '*  yes  I  "  It  ia  dne  to  the  country  to 
meet  t^is  sul^ect  with  deliberation,  and  to  send 
forth  the  reaanis  of  onr  r^eotion  of  the  fnjvr 
of  two-thirds  of  the  population. 

llr.  Knra  said  that  some  flesBtom  pasti  ho 
had  advocated  the  reception  of  petiticma  ot  tids 
description:  he  considered  them  as  coming 
from  a  miserable  set  of  fanatics  and  deluded 
females,  iriio  vere  too  contemptible  to  exdto 
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apprehension:  He  was  nnwilling  to  give  them 
weight,  by  adding  to  their  number  those  who 
might  lionestly  believe  the  right  of  i>etition 
had  been  denied.  For  many  years  petitions  of 
this  character  were  received  withont  comment, 
referred  to  a  committee,  and  bo  far&itT  notice 
token  of  them.  They  uombered  until  the  close 
<a  the  session,  and  the  oomnuttee  was  then  dis-- 
ehanred  from  the  farther  dmnderation  of  them. 
Mr.  K.  regretted  most  sincerely  that  this  mifor- 
tnnate  question,  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  permanency  of  this  Union,  was  pressed  by 
gentlemen  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate. They  urge  their  reception :  for  what  pur- 
pose ?  For  none  other  under  Heaven,  lhat  he 
conld  perceive,  than  to  produce  excitement ;  to 
irritate  and  inname  the  public  mind.  So  long 
as  it  was  confined  to  deluded  females  and  fana- 
tics, it  was  of  little  import ;  but  now  it  has 
raiter^  into  the  politics  of  the  conntry.  Un- 
principled aspirants  have  seized  on  it  and  it 
has  trcaa.  tibat  cause  fdone,  become  alarming. 
He  ftored  not  the  mat  mass  of  the  pet^le, 
even  in  Kew  Enpland :  the^  were  sotma  to  the 
core.  Not  so  with  the  politicians :  they  were 
unniog  ag^nst  light  and  knowledge.  They 
deserved,  and  should  receive,  the  stem  rebuke 
of  this  body.  He  would  not  receive  or  give 
any  countenance  to  these  incendiary  petitions. 

Hr.  Bavib  said  he  gave  way  to  no  one  in  a 
desire  of  maint^mug  harmony;  and  his  re- 
marks were  not  made,  as  imputed  to  him,  in 
the  view  of  creating  discord.  He  wished  the 
member  from  Alabama  (Mr.  Kino)  was  better 
informed  of  the  great  respectability  of  the  pe- 
titioners ;  If  he  (Mr.  K.)  could  bat  know  the 
Ral  atate  of  thii^p  in  the  North,  be  would  not 

rik  so  coBtemptoondy  of  the  petitionerB. 
to  politiciane,  jCr.  D.  maintained  that  until 
the  question  came  on  here,  no  polities  were 
mixed  vp  with  the  aabjeot  in  any  way  what- 
ever. It  was  a  qnestion  of  oonscienoe,  of 
morals,  of  propriety ;  men  <^  all  parties  ocm- 
curred  in  these  petitions. 

Mr.  HiTBBARD  was  not  aware  that  any  peti- 
tion for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Ooloinbia  had  ever  originated  in  that  part 
of  New  Hampshire  where  he  resided.  He  was 
certain  that  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  he  had  not  been  called  upon  to  present 
to  the  Senate  any  such  memorial.  And  since 
he  had  beeq  a  member  of  Oongrees.  very  tew 
petitions  in  relation  to  this  aubjeot  had.  been  f6r- 
warded  to  him  fttmt  any  section  of  the  State  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  If  such 
memorials  had.  come  hither  from  New  Haznp- 
shire,  they  must  have  been  committed  to  the 
care  of  othersi  He  was  assured  that  the  pre- 
vailing sentnment  with  the  people  of  his  own 
State  was,  to  let  this  whole  matter  alone;  that 
ittDMatul^twithwhieh  they  had  no  eoneem  ; 
that  it  leae  their  bounden  duty,  a*  good  and 
peaceable  eitixent,  not  to  interfere  wi'tA  the  rights 
of  others;  that  they  regarded  the  question  of 
uavery  as  a  sectiona],  a  local  ^[ue^im;  and 
however  imioh  the/  mif^t  regret  its  edstraoe 
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in  .any  portion  of  this  Union,  yet  they  well 
knew  that  its  existence  was  sanctioned  by  the 
constitution  of  the  land ;  and  with  the  contin- 
uation of  its  existence  in  those  parts  of  the 
Confederacy,  they  ought  not,  and  they  could 
not,  with  proprie^,  make  any  interftevnce,  un- 
aolknted  aiid  unasked  by  those  whose  interests 
were  aifeoted  by  it.  These  were  the  smtiments 
of  his  own  State;  they  certainly  were,  to  a 
great  extent,  the  opinions  of  the  people  of 
New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  NiLBs  said  he  did  not  approve  of  crooked 
courses.  The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
(Mr.  Hubbabd)  says  that  the  petition  is  before 
us  if  we  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  that  so  feir,  it 
is  received ;  and  yet  he  says  that,  by  laying  it 
on  the  table,  the  petition  is  rejected.  He  (Mr. 
N.)  could  not  reconcile  this  contradiction. 

Mr.  RivBB  replied,  to  the  argument,  that  re- 
ceiving the  petition,  and  having  a  report  mad& 
would  quiet  the  ext^tement  Not  so :  this  had 
been  already  done  two  years  ago.  Then,  in  the 
other  House,  a  select  committee,  oomposed 
chiefly  of  Northern  men,*had  presented  an 
elaborate  report,  and  this  had  been  so  fa  from 
allaying  the  excitement,  that  now  gentiemen 
come  forward  and  tell  us  that  the  ezoitement  Is 
increased;  therefore,  it  would  be  perfectly 
nugatory  to  go  round  the  same  circle  agda. 
To  him  (Mr.  R.)  it  appeared  that  the  most  pad- 
flcatory  course  to  be  pursued  was  to  act  as 
hitherto,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  receive  upoa 
the  table. 

Mr.  P^BSTON  said,  once,  perhaps,  there  was 
a  time  when  these  petitions  might  have  been 
received;  now,  it  was  no  longer  safe  to  reodve 
them.  It  is  Mated  that  the  excitement  has  in-  e 
(Hvased.  Tliough  the  docws  of  Cknigrees  had 
beoi  thrown  open,  and  they  had  been  heard, 
yet  the  fire  is  spread  wider,  and  Is  spreading 
wider  and  wider.  Why  so  t  It  is  aaid  beeanse 
the  right  of  petitioning  is  violated ;  were  it 
not  for  this,  we  are  told  that  the  excitement 
would  have  died  away.  But  this  assertion  Is 
in  face  of  the  fact  that  the  right  of  petition 
was  given  and  secured  to  the  petitioners.  We, 
the  South,  said  at  the  time  that  the  oonoesnon 
would  le^  to  more  concessions,  and  so  it  has 
proved ;  the  fire  is  not  put  out,  but  is  kindled 
worse  and  worse.  We  went  as  far  as  we  conH. 
go,  for  the  sake  peace ;  we  gave  an  amnesty, 
we  received  their  petitions,  and  they  are  not 
satisfied.  Now  ve  say  "  nulla  veetiffia  retror- 
stMi,"  we  must  nov  go  a  step  further,  instead 
of  going  backwffi^,  and  do  now,  as  ought  to 
have  been  done  then,  namely,  shot  alt(^;ether 
the  doors  of  Oongress  against  them.  Has  the 
South  no  sensibilities  and  prejudices  to  be  con- 
sidered f  Has  the  North  only  prejudices,  and 
feelings,  and  conscience,  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, and  have  we  none?  If  you  con- 
sider their  views,  will  you  not  rouse  us  ?  Will 
you  not  interfere  with  them,  for  fear  of  irritat- 
ing them ;  ud  ahall  no  soeh  regard  be  p^  to 
usf 

But  the  period  tor  argument  with  these  peo- 
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pie  is  past.  They  demand  70a  to  adopt  their 
princi^es  and  poliof.  The  diBcnnion  of  these 
matters  wae  not  agreeable  to  him,  QSx,  P.)  He 
thought  that  if  Congress  does  not  protect  the 
Soa£,  it  will  be  obliged  to  protect  itself.  "What 
the  Booth  wants  is  peace ;  let  not  this  qaestion 
he  let  in  to  light  op  the  torch  of  discord.  Mr. 
P.  swd  he  should  not  resort  to  discasnoa,  bat 
to  measures,  to  acts,  for  the  [votection  of  the 
Boatb.  The  Booth  most  be  protected,  and  be 
was  disposed  to  do  it  qnietly  if  possible ;  but, 
if  not,  he  would  say,  with  great  emphasis,"  we 
will  protect  onrselvea," 

Mr.  Odthbmbt  would  not  now  speak  of  his 
regard  to  the  Unkm ;  the  attachment  of  gentle- 
men  to  the  Union  had  been  folly  illuetrated. 
But  what  were  they  now  told  t  That  a  certain 
mode  oi  maintuning  the  rights  ot  tbe  Sonth 
wonld  overtom  those  rights ;  that  a  mere  error, 
in  point  of  order,  was  to  destroy  the  rights  of 
the  South.  Was  this  language  to  be  held,  that 
Soatiiem  rights  rested  on  so  frail  a  basis  that 
the  slightest  error  wonld  overturn  them }  For 
the  Union  Mr.  C.  was  not  so  mnch  farmed  as 
othen ;  there  was  a  disease  in  the  body  politic, 
which  would  have  its  oonrse;  hot  tiie  rims 
would  work  out  in  time.  This  disease  had  been 
imported  from  Europe,  and  espe<Hally  from 
IkigUnd.  Mr.  0  said  he  was  astooished  at  the 
xemarks  ot  a  gentlemaa  of  u  sound  sense  and 
exteasiTe  infonnaticm  as  tbe  Senator  from  Mas- 
aaehnsefcta,  (Mr.  Davis.) 

Mr.  Pimtoi  ooDonrred  with  the  Senator  from 
Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  PBsaroH,)  in  the  opinion 
that  no  valoable  -end  was  to  be  attained  by  die- 
oaasirai  here  upon  this  deeply  agitating  snbjeot. 
He  rose  merely  to  express  the  hope  that  tbe 
motion  to  lay  the  qnefflion  of  reception  on  the 
table  might  not  be  renewed.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  reception,  and  that  qaestion  he  desired 
to  meet  distinctly,  and  unembarrassed  1^  any 
other  motion. 

Mr.  Cut  said  he  would  oonoar  with  tbe  Bena- 
tor  finnn  Qeor^  if  tiie  Senate,  by  persisting  in 
their  past  coarse,  conld  produce  ue  same  calm- 
ness in  the  oonntry  which  it  had  done  among 
themsdves.  But  it  was  mneh  more  importoitat 
that  tbe  coontry  should  be  qoiet  than  the  Sen- 
ate: Mr.  0.  had  asked  whether  the  excitement 
had  been  increased,  and  by  what  causes ;  with 
the  view  to  ascertain  if  any  thing  cottld  be 
done  by  the  Senate  to  allay  tbe  excitement,  and 
render  the  people  quiet,  and  happy.  The  reply 
was,  that  the  ezratement  was  extending,  and 
chiefly  by  the  impression  that  the  great  repnb- 
lican  right  of  petition  had  been  assailed,  waich 
the  petitioners  chose  to  assert,  by  acting  with 
those  with  whom  they  really  had  no  sympathy. 
Mr.  0.  preferred  that  the  two  classes  of  peti- 
tion's should  \tt  separated,  to  deprive  the 
abolitioiiists  of  the  aaraDti^  of  mixing  their 
peeiiliar  objects  with  other  matters. 

The  petitions,  Mr.  0.  said,  were  first  to  be 
received ;  but  was  this  all  I  Was  not  ^is  un- 
derstood to  imply  deliberation  on  tbe  question ! 
The  c(dd,  ^tmfia  act  oi  reoeption,  followed  by 
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an  instant  rejection,  amoimted  to  not  receiving, 
and  must  nve  color  to  tSu  charge  that  it  is  a 
sabstantial  denial  of  the  right  petiti<m.  It 
bad  been  aaid  that  this  was  not  a  case  for  argu- 
ment. Not  a  case  for  argument  t  What  was 
it  that  lay  at  t^e  very  bottom  .of  nil  om-  &ee 
institatlonsi  Argument,  inquiry,  reasoning, 
consideration,  deliberation.  We  were  a  reason- 
ing peot^e,  and  it  was  our  greatest  boast  that 
we  possessed  reasoning  powers  capable  of  com- 
prehending the  various  subjects  relating  to  a 
free  Government.  Mr.  C.  thought  the  best 
course  was  to  receive  these  petitions,  and  refer 
them  to  tiie  Committee  for  the  District,  to  act 
(m  ihaa  as  they  pleased ;  and  if  the  oonntiy 
should  not  then  be  quiet,  let  them  make  a  re- 
port, embodying  with  the  argument  tbe  vatioiis 
facts  relating  to  the  subject,  several  of  which 
Mr.  0.  enumerated. 

Mr.  Gbditot  expressed  his  regret  at  tbe  views 
of  the  Senator  fiY>m  Kentucky.  For  two  yean 
past  the  Senate  had  pursned  the  coarse  of  lay- 
ing the  questions  rdating  to  these  petitions  on 
the  table.  During  tiiat  time  tiiere  had  been 
Itttie  or  no  discussion  in  that  body ;  and  it  was 
the  disoosnon  in  Oongress  that  was  doing  more 
misdiief  oA  liie  subject  than  any  thing  else.  If 
the  coming  in  of  the  petitions  was  to  be  pre- 
vented,  how  could  it  be  d<me  f  By  preserving 
dlenoe  ^on  them.  Every  time  the  petitioners 
obsorea  diseusdnt  in  Congress,  they  were  ea- 
oouraged  to  proceed ;  but  if  tbe  Senate  persist- 
ed in  the  coarse  to  which  they  had  sometimes 
adhered,  their  hopes  would  be  cut  off.  But  ii 
this  course  were  now  abandoned,  they  would 
say  that  the  Senate  had  been  driven  to  change 
their  ground,  and  they  would  consider  it  as  a 
gun  on  their  part.  And  could  an  abler  report 
be  made  on  the  subject  by  any  committee  uian 
that  by  the  Select  Committee  of  which  Jb. 
PiKOENZT  was  chairman  V  And  had  that  pro- 
duced any  effect?  Gentlemen  said  no:  the 
exoitemeut  was  increasing.  And  conld  the 
Senate  prodace  any  effect  by  a  report?  No : 
it  woold  give  ,  the  petiti(»ier8  hope  tiuit  they 
would  finally  prevBiiL  Mr.  O.  would  vote  to 
leoeive  the  petititmsj  because  be  questi<»Md 
whether  a  contrary  vote  might  not  abridge  the 
right  of  petition.  But  he  hoped  that  for  the 
sue  of  teaching  theto  people  that  this  scbiect 
must  not  be  intrafu^d  with,  they  would  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Calhoun  smd  he  believed  tli&t  the  coarse 
proposed  by  Mr.  Out  was  calculated  the  most 
of  all  to  produce  an  excitement.  If  a  rangle 
step  was  yielded,  the  fanatical  spirit  would  be 
reanimated  witii  new  excitement;  and  tiiose, 
therefore,  who  so  yidded,  incurred  a  fearful 
responsibility.  Mr.  C.  despaired,  as  &r  as  the 
Northern  part  of  the  coontiT  was  concerned 
on  the  question  cfaboUtioD.  Itwaslntwwovm 
with  the  pditind  eondition  (tf  the  STortik,  in 
tfaenalnre  and  state  of  pwties;  and  it  would 
run,  snd  most  run,  into  their  stn^^les  for  State 
ascendenoy.  It  was  impossible  to  prevent  its 
having  a  control  orer  tne  politioal  partka  of 
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the  NortlL  "Hie  mtli  masi  ci  Northern  peo- 
ple bdieved  that  this  Sonthem  liutitntion  vaa 
radioallj  wrong.  The  resolt  would  he  this: 
that  abolition  efforts  wonld  be^  with  the  low- 
eat  grades  of  society,  and  by  groae  misrepre- 
aeatations,  bnt  it  woald  go  npwsrd  and  spread ; 
and  Ur,  0,  told  a  distin^cnished  Senator  fonr 
years  ago,  while  disoossing  another  subject, 
that  the  spirit  of  abolition  would  spring  up  in 
the  North,  and  however  mnoh  he^  and  ouiera 
like  him,  were  oppo&ed  to  the  doctrine,  it  wonld 
one  day  spread  so  as  to  drive  him  from  pnblio 
life,  or  compel  him  to  yield  to  its  dictates.  ' 

The  Senator  from  Eentne^  had  insisted  that 
reoeiviiw  petitions  implied  oonridering,  diacasa- 
ing,  deotdins  np(m  them.  But  in  what  dtoa- 
tion  would  all  thla  pnt  the  Soathwn  States  f  It 
would  convert  the  nails  <rf  Congress  into  places 
for  the  diaouBsiMi  of  aboUtioii.  Mr.  O.  did  not 
aak  how  the  Nwtii  wonld  be  aflfeoted ;  his  ob- 
ject was  to  keep  the  SonUi  nnited  on  this  sub- 
ject, with  a  soBoeptibility  always  alive.  They 
mast  £rst  preserve  themseWes,  for  this  was  a 
qnestion  involving  the  very  existence  of  the 
whole  Sonth.  Their  next  object  was  to  pre- 
serve the  Union ;  and  there  was  no  other  ooorse 
for  them  to  do  this,  bnt  by  a  united  and  firm 
reoBtanoe  to  these  encroachments ;  and  the 
earliw  the  better,  foe  the  oonntry  was  soonder 
to-day  than  it  would  be  to-morrow,  and  de- 
lay wonld  leave  it  to  proceed  from  worse  to 
worse. 

ICr.  O.  expressed  these  aentiments  on  no  see- 
titmal  grotmd ;  he  would  prevent,  by  what  he 
had  suggested,  the  destanction  of  uie  Union. 
The  measnre  proposed  by  Vr.  Out,  he  thought, 
wonld  fttil  of  its  object,  and  he  considered  the 
reverse  mode  the  best. 

Mr.  Olat  B^d  he  looked  to  the  whole  Union. 
But  he  had  no  sncb  despondentnes  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  SouQi  Garolina,  as  to  the  effeota  of 
the  slave,  or  any  oth»  conceivable  question, 
on  the  Union.  He  had  no  fears  for  ^e  Uniw ; 
bnt  he  had  a  desire  to  tranqaillize  every  part, 
and  give  no  just  cause  of  com|daint  to  any  por- 
tion. The  qnestion  was  not  t^e  same  as  to 
daveryin  the  District  and  Blavery  in  the  States, 
But  what  question  was  that  In  unman  a^ra, 
■o  weak  or  so  strong,  that  it  oould  not  be  ap- 
proached by  argument  and  reasoir?  This  coun- 
try would,  in  every  emergency,  appeal  to  ite 
eim^teoed  judgment,  and  ite  spirit  of  nnion 
and  liarmony,  and  the  appeal  would  not  be  un- 
Buocessfol.   Mr.  0.  remembered  that,  when  the 

Enbliomind  was  uck  with  ^scoariuns  on  the 
ite  war,  he  had  said  to  an  iUuBtrioos  man, 
ntfv  no  more,  "  We  must  stop  this  everlasting 
^sottsdOD,  this  endless  diplomacy ;  let  us  go  to 
work,  and  t^peal  to  the  valor  of  our  oonntry- 
men  to  sostiun  ns ;  no  other  altwnative  is  left 
US."  But  he  replied,  in  his  calm  and  ^gnifled 
wiqr— "Ifir.  Out,  reooUeot  oar  ioatitntions 
rest  on  publio  <^nmoDf  on  reawming  and  a^- 
ment."  . 

Ifr.  O.  had  no  fears  fat  the  Union ;  ud  If 
the  Senator  fh>m  Sonth  Oandina  would  propose 
YoL.  ZUL— 86 


a  jwBt  resdntirai  <tf  the  two  Honaes,  thst  the 
man  who  expressed  a  doabt  in  regard  to  its 
stability  ahonld  be  Immediately  called  to  order 
and  stopped,  it  would  obtain  his  (Mr.  Cut'b) 
hearty  ooncnrrenoe.  ■  The  Union  wonld  last,  be 
hoped,  forever.  Mr.  0.*s  object  was  merely  to 
preserve  the  Union  in  ite  trae  spirit ;  and  aepa- 
rate  fanaticism  from  those  who  were  capa- 
ble of  listening  to  reason.  Let  us  ehow  our 
reasons,  and  tiien,  if  we  ful,  we  shall  at  least 
have  acquitted  ourselves  of  onr  duty.  The 
best  course  was  that  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment down  to  two  years  ago,  in  which  these 
petitions  wwe  (rftra  sent  to  the  District  0(Hn- 
mittoes  and  there  allowed  to  sleep ;  or  as  was 
sometimes  done^  Allowed  by  repOTta. 

Mr.  Oainonv  sakL  there  were  eases  in  whibh 
reasoning  and  argnment  were  both  absord  and 
cowardly.  If  a  man  should  call  him  a  rocu^ 
shonld  heBt<^  to  argoelhe  p<^l  Theroweie 
things  which  were  to  be  mel^  not  with  reason^ 
ing,  but  with  instant  indignaUon.  Suppose  a 
petition  were  sent  here  to  bum  the  manufacto- 
ries  <tf  the  North,  wonld  the  Senatw  stop  to 
reason  abont  such  a  petition  t  Or  that  the  prop- 
erty of  the  rich  should  be  g^ven  to  the  poor ; 
wonld  he  reamm  about  that? 

The  petitions  prppoeed  abolition  in  the  Di»* 
triot  of  Oolnmbu ;  but  <m  what  ground  %  Tliat 
Congress  were  bonnd  to  reodve  petitSms  in  all 
casea^  to  discnas  and  decide  upon  fhem.  Bat 
if  they  were  bonnd  to  do  so  in  regard  to  the 
Difltriot,  Mr.  0.  wonld  ask  the  Senator  if  the 
same  rule  would  not  hold  in  reference  to  the 
States.  Were  th^  bonnd  to  receive  petitious 
for  abolition  in  the  States  ?  [Mr.  0.  waited  for 
a  reply.]  If  not,  he  resumed,  then  the  ri^t 
did  not  exist  at  all.  The  nnlversal  sentiment 
with  the  abolitionisto  was,  that  abolition  In  the 
District  was  the  first  step  to  aboUtion  in  the 
States.  Every  abolitionist  would  say  so.  The 
first  step  would  be  in  the  District;  the  next 
would  be  to  destroy  the  trade  between  the 
States,  making  the  slaves  setft  to  the  b(h1;  and 
then  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  abolish 
slanry  in  the  States.  What,  thee,  would  be 
the  ntnatioQ  of  tiie  Sontht  Ooofpress  wonld 
th«k  discuss  ihdr  right  to  prqwr^  guaranteed 
to  them  by  tiie  oonstitntitm,  and  the  Sonthem 
man  who  wonld  permit  it  thus  to  be  drawn 
into  discussion,  sacrificed  tne  righte  of  the 
South.  Mr.  0.  was  in  favor  of  the  Union  as 
mnoh  as  others ;  bat  unlike  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  he  was  not  in  favor  of  silence,  whoi 
he  saw  danger  approaching. 

Mr.  Out.  The  Senator  had  put  extreme 
cases.  He  might  jnst  as  well  have  suppoeed 
the  abolition  of  the  Christian  reli^on,  as  the 
abolition  of  alavery  out  of  the  District  But 
did  he  not  see  that  hia  argnment  went  against 
reoeiviiw  all  potions,  as  ranch  as  Mr,  dux's 
was  in  favor  of  reodving  all  without  distine- 
tiod  ?  The  power  of  Congress  to  abi^ish  slav- 
ery in.  the  District  was  believed  to  exist,  and 
Congress  had  determined,  by  their  action,  that 
it  was  ri{^  to  receive  petiwHis  <mi  the  salffect. 
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Was  that  to  be  confounded  with  a  case  where 
Congress  had  certainly  no  power  ! 

Ht.  Cuthbket  replied  to  the  argoment  of  Hr. 
Out,  that  it  would  be  the  simplest  method  to 
allay  this  excitement,  by  receiving  the  petitions 
and  giving  them  consideration,  and  maintained 
that  that  ai^oment  was  to  be  deprecated,  for  it 
Tonld  cause  debate,  and  r^se  np  a  fury  of  dis- 
OQSsion.  A^iament  (said  Mi,  0.)  teaches  what 
it  on^t  to  put  an  end  to ;  it  fbmeots  what  it 
is  iDt«ided  to  allay.  He  solemnly  ^ipealed  to 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  maintain  his 
character  of  peacemaker.  In  former  sitaattons 
he  (Mr.  Cljlt)  had  been  obliged  to  relent  the 
severity  of  his  principles,  and  to  compromise 
with  the  South.  HaTing  first  been  a  grand 
disturber  in  his  manufacturing  zeal,  he  had  been 
forced  to  become  a  grand  pacificfUor ;  he  beg- 
ged him  (Hr.  Clat)  not  to  depart  now  firom 
the  principle  of  pacification. 

Hr.  Waxi.  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  charac- 
ter of  the  petitioners.  They  were  not  fanatics ; 
they  were  reasonable,  sensible,  and  temperate 
men ;  and  though  he  (Mr,  W.)  did  not  agree 
with  them,  and  though  he  was  ready  to  say 
that  the  prayer  of  the  peUtioa  ous^t  to  be  re- 
jected, yet  he  was  not  prepared,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Sonth  Oarolma,  (Mr.  Oaxmovs,)  to 
■ay  that  bis  constituents  should  come  to  the 
door,  and  that  then  it  should  be  shnt  in  their 
faces.  The  right  of  petition  would  interfere 
with  no  other  rights.  The  Sooth  was  not  ren- 
dered insecure  in  its  rights,  by  granting  to  the 
North  the  enjoyment  of  its  common  and  nat- 
ural rights.  Mr.  W.  insisted  that  resort  should 
be  bad  to  reason  and  to  argument,  instead  of 
potting  down  the  right  of  petition  by  violence 
and  contempt.  If  the  South  seeks  to  stop  the 
moothti  of  the  North,  and  prevent  petitions 
frma  b«ng  heard,  by  so  doing  they  raise  a  force 
and  arouse  an  energy  whioa  cannot  be  put 
down. 

Hr.  Buchanan  said  he  did  not  rise  tor  the 
purpose  of  entering  upon  a  general  discnssion 
of  this  question.  Ho  thought  it  bad  already 
been  amply  discussed  on  former  occasions. 

Daring  the  session  of  1836-6,  he  had  present- 
ed a  petition  from  a  portion  of  tlie  Society  of 
Friends,  requesting  Congress  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  -^f  Columbia.  And  here,  in 
justice  to  that  respectable  society,  he  must  ob- 
serve, that  so  £ar  as  be  was  acqu^ted  with 
them  in  his  own  neighborhood,  although  they 
were  decidedly  opposed  to  slavery  in  the  ab- 
stract, they  were  not  abolitionists, as  that  term 
was  now  generally  understood.  The  Senator 
frwn  South  Carolina  (Hr.  Calhoun)  had  then 
ol^eoted  to  the  reception  of  this  petition.  tTp- 
on  the  qoestion,  "  Shall  the  petition  be  receiv- 
ed t"  the  constitotional  right  of  petition  was. 
distinctly  raised.  After  a  long,  powerful,  and 
interesting  debate,  in  which  b<B  (Mr.  B.;  had 
exerted  his  best  efforts  to  sostain  this  rig1it,*the 
petition  TBS  received  by  the  fieuate,  a  vote 
of  86  to  la 

After  this  petiticm  had  thoB  beemectdTod  1^. 


the  Senate,  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  made  a  motion  to 
reject  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  This  opened 
a  dlscns^on  upon  the  question,  '*  Shall  slavery 
be  abolished  in  the  District  of  Colqmbia  or 
not  f "  After  a  long  debate,  it  was  dedded  in 
the  negative :  only  six  Senattffs  voting  against 
his  motion. 

After  these  solemn  proceedings  had  takea 
place,  were  the  Senate  bound,  whenever  a  new 
petition  of  a  similar  diaractw  was  presented, 
ag^  and  again,  on  each  sncoeeding  day,  to  dis- 
cuss and  decide  the  right  of  petition  t 

This  oourse  would  have  exasperated  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people,  interfered  with  the  transac- 
tion of  the  bnsiness  of  the  country,  and  most 
have  resulted  as  it  had  resulted  before.  In  this 
situation,  the  course  was  adopted,  in  the  session 
of  1886-7,  of  moving  to  lay  tiie  question  of  the 
reception  of  these  petitions  upon  the  table. 
This  was  the  only  mode  of  avoiding  everlasting 
debate. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  decides 
nothing  but  that  the  subject  shall  lie  upon  the 
table  for  that  day,  subject  to  be  agam  called  up 
for  conuderation  at  any  Aitore  day. 

Upon  reflection,  pCr.  B.  said,)  he  never  had 
been  better  satisfied  with  the  course  which  be 
had  pursued  on  any  qnestion  than  that  now 
before  the  Senate.  He  should  now  purposely 
avoid  saying  any  thing  more  upon  the  subjects 
Let  us  enter  at  this  moment  upon  a  discnssion 
of  this  qnestion,  and  the  debate  will  continue 
for  weeks,  and  will  light  up  a  flame  over  the 
whole  country.  We  have  already  solemnly 
discussed  and  decided  the  question.  Let  us 
now  adhere  to  that  decision  firmly.  He  should 
not  have  risen  to  say  a  word,  had  it  not  been 
asserted  that  to  vote  to  lay  the  motion  of  re- 
ception upon  the  table  was  inconustent  with 
the  lifs^i  <ji  potion,  a  ri^t  which  he  had  al- 
ways asserted  and  ahoold  ever  maintain. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the 
motion  to  receive  the  petitions  on  tiie  table — 

Teas. — ^Uesns.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Bron, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alab«ma,  Cutbbert,  Fol- 
tou,  Gnmdy,  Hubbard,  Kiiu,  ZJnn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Norveli,  Preston,  Rives,  Roan,  BoWnson,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Walker,  White,  and  Young— 26. 

Kats. — ^Messrs  Allen,  Clay  of  Eentuckv,  Clayton, 
Critteoden,  Davis,  Knight,  Uc£eui,  Morris,  Nilea, 
Fierce,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Talhiuidge,  Upton, 
Wall,  and  WUUamfr-20. 


TusSDAT,  December  19. 

Vermont  Anti-8la»«Ty^  and  Ant%-Texa»  ' 
Annexatum  Solutions. 

Mr.  Swift  presented  a  memorial-and  resola- 
tions  from  the  Le^slatnre  of  Vermont,  in  rela- 
tion to  Texas  and  slavery  in  the  IKattiot  oi 

Columbia. 

Mr.  KiHO  said  be  considered  it  an  infamous 
libel  .and  insult  on  the  Sooth,  let  it  come  from 
what  quarter  ft  woold ;  it  was  a  fidae  atatwwtit 
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Id  relation  to  the  people  of  the  Booth,  when  it 
charged  them  with  disregard  for  the  laws,  and 
he  expressed  his  snrprise  that  gentlemen  should 
present  such  papers  which  they  coold  not  bnt 
reel  were  nntme. 

Mr.  Swift  honied  he  shoald  never  prove  so 
recreant  to  the  interest  of  his  oonsUtnents,  as 
to  refiise  the  performance  of  his  dntf,  espedal- 
I7  to  present  resolntions  coming  ftom  the 
Legislature  of  his  State.  The  doSoment  was 
the  result  of  no  party  effort,  it  was  the  united 
voice  of  the  whole  State  of  Yermont. 

lir.  Oalhoun  deemed  the  present  moment 
one  of  the  deepest  importance.  A  great  step 
had  been  taken  in  the  progress  of  events.  The 
oircomstance  of  the  mormng  had  come  upoa 
him  wholly  nnexpected.  He  had  never  heard 
that  the  resolntions  question  had  been  passed 
by  the  Vermont  Legislature;  yet  he  might 
have  anticipated  as  much.  He  had  long  for^een 
the  present  state  of  thin^ ;  and  now  the  time 
had  flctoally  come  when  it  was  to  lie  determin- 
ed whether  we  are  loDger  to  rem^n  as  one 
united  and  happy  people,  or  whether  this  bless- 
ed Union  was  to  be  dissolved  by  the  hand  of 
violence.  Yermont  has  stmck  a  deep  and  dan- 
gerons  blow  into  the  vitals  of  oar  confederate. 
It  was  a  time  for  action,  and  he  conld  not, 
would  not,  entertmn  the  idea  of  r^ecting  or 
losing  sight  of  the  document  before  the  Senate, 
bat  as  he  was  unprepared  at  present  to  act  on 
the  subject,  he  would  move  that  the  memorial 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  pledging  himself  not  to 
oppose  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  ^ould  he 
see  ft  to  call  it  np  hereafter ;  and  more,  would 
call  it  up  himself  when  he  had  time  to  prepare 
his  mind  for  action  on  the  snbject :  determined 
tiie  saMect  should  not  rest  nnol  it  had  recdved 
the  flnu  action  of  the  Senate.  It  was  his  be- 
Urf  that  the  Korth  were  sound  In  the  matter 
at  issne,  but  some  seemed  even  to  prefer  the 
prevalence  of  this  dangerous  doctrine  to  the 
preservation  and  continuance  of  the  Uniota. 
His  mind  was  unalterably  ^xed,  and  nothing 
should  prevent  him  from  patting  his  views  into 
execution. 

Mr.  HoRBia  thought  some  respect  was  dae  to 
the  source  whence  these  resolntions  had  ema- 
nated— ^the  L^slature  of  Vermont — and  hoped 
they  would  at  least  l)e  laid  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Allen  add,  this  motion  has  the  effect  of 
T^funng  to  receive  tiie  petition ;  and  it  Is  for 
thJs  reason  only  that  I  will  now,  as  I  did  in  a 
like  case  yesterday,  vote  against  it.  But  it  is 
■aid  that  saph  is  not  the  effect  I  will  state  the 
proposition  in  a  form  which  will  itself  test  this 
question.  One  Senator  presents  a  petition ; 
another  Senator  makes  a  motion  that  the  peti- 
tion be  not  reeehed;  a  third  Senator  moves  to 
lay  (Aae  motion  upon  the  table.  This  latter 
motion,  if  sncoessful,  puts  an  end  to  the  busi- 
ness. Now,  I  ask,  where  is  the  petition !  Is 
it  in  the  Senate  ?  Certainly  i}ot :  because  the 
very  form  of  the  motion  that  the  {jetition  be 
not  no^ved,  it  a  dedsration  that  it  A«  not 


been  received,  and  the  very  object  of  that  mo- 
tion is  to  prevent  it  from  heiriff  received.  If  the 
petition  nod  already  been  reeeiced,  then  the 
motion  not  to  receive  ^uld  be  absurd,  and 
the  other  motion  to  lay  that  motion  on  the 
table  would  effect  nothiog,  because  the  sole  ot>- 
ject  of  this  latter  motion  is  to  exclude  the  peti- 
tion. If  this  be  not  Its  ottJect,  what  is  it  t 
That  such  are  the  olyect  and  effect  of  this  latter 
motion  is  evident  from  the  &et,  that  if  it  be 
agreed  to,  the  petition  is  then  not  in  the  Senate^ 
and  this  is  equally  evident  from  the  fact  that 
the  Senate  cannot  proceed  to  take  any  farther 
order  on  the  petition.  It  is,  therefore,  clear 
that  the  effect  of  the  motion  now  before  us  is 
to  refuse  to  receive  the  petition ;  and,  as  I  am 
not  prepared  to  deny  the  right  of  petition,  I 
shall,  for  that  reason,  vote  against  the  motion. 

I,  therefore,  shall  vote  against  this  motion, 
as  I  did  that  on  yesterday,  because  I  acknowl- 
edge the  right  of  petition,  and  the  correlative 
obligation  on  the  Senate  to  reoeive  it.  And 
then,  sir,  aa  I  do  not  acquiesce  in  the  ^nyer  cS 
the  petitioner,  nor  adndt  his  right  to  control  the 
action  the  Senate  on  his  petition  after  it  has 
been  received,  I  will  vote  for  a  motion  to  l^r 
the  petition  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Kentucky,  hoped  that  the  me- 
morial would  be  withdrawn  by  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  and  to  give  notice  that  he  would 
introduce  it  at  a  fhture  day,  when  the  Senate 
was  more  prepared  to  act. 

Mv,  Swift  withdrew  his  memorial,  and  gave 
notice  that  he  would  introduce  it  again. 


HOUSE  OF  REPBESENTATIVEB, 

Wkdsxsdat,  December  20. 
AhoUUon  of  Slavery^  and  the  Slave-trade  j» 
the  Dutrict  of  Cohimhia. 

The  first  business  was  the  motion  made  by 
Mr.  SuDB,  on  Monday,  to  refer  two  memorials, 
presented  by  him  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
and  the  alave-trada  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Slade  commenced  by  remarking  that 
the  business  of  the  country  was  transacted  here, 
by  a  reference  of  aU  subjects  to  their  appropri- 
ate committees,  and  that  matters  of  the  most 
trivial  nature  met  with  no  opposition  to  rach 
reference.  But  no  sooner  did  any  member 
present  a  memorial  relating  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree to  a  c«rtain  aul^ect,  we  abolition  of  bIav- 
ery,  than  it  was  dire(^y  attacked  and  placed 
under  prohibition.  Were  he  to  present  a  peti- 
tion from  a  constituent  involving  the  sum  of 
twenty  dollars,  that  wouM  not  be  denied  a  ref- 
erence, inasmuch  as  it  might  involve  an  import- 
ant principle ;  but  here  were  a  la^  class  of 
petitions,  signed  by  hundreds  of  thousands, 
asking  the  action  of  Congress  on  a  subject  of 
the  greatest  interest,  and  yet  they  were  dispos- 
ed of  with  no  ceremony  at  oU.  He  then  allud- 
ed to  the  course  pursued  by  certun  members 
in  opposition  to  such  petitions,  and  expressed 
hia  baltaf  that  all  the  movMnenta  in  reltt^n  to 
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tbe  ml^eot  had  been  preooiioerted  vitb  tiie 
nsoluitgr  of  .clockwork. 

Mr.  WmB  explained  that,  as  he  had  hitherto 
taken  npon  himself  to  oppose  the  reference  of 
■ooh  petitions,  he  wonld  s^,  once  for  all,  that 
«B  fur  as  his  knowledge  was  concerned,  there 
had  been  no  preconcert  in  relation  to  the  oppo- 
sition of  tbis  sabject,  neither  had  he  received 
anj  intimation,  mnu  the  Speaker,  or  my  one 
else,  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  DxwaoN  wished  to  ask  the  gmtlenuin 
from  Vermont  if  he  intoided  to  indnde  him  in 
the  oha^  of  preoonoerting  meamreB  in  oppo- 
lition  to  the  subject 

Mr.  fiiJiDi  disdaimad  anj  iatmtion  of  im- 
pnttDg  dishonorable  motiTea  to  t2ie  gentlemen 
who  had  thoaght  it  their  daty  to  adopt  such  a 
oonrae.  He  moved  to  refer  the  memorials  to  a 
8elect  CkHoomittee,  with  iostraotions  to  report  a 
1^  proTidins  for  tbe  abolitim  of  slavery  and 
the  slave-trade  in  the  District  of  C!olambia. 

ySx.  Lboabk  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Yer- 
HMHit  w|pld  allow  him  to  make  a  few  remarks 
before  he  proceeded  farther.  He  solemnly  en- 
treated him  to  reflect  on  the  possible  results  of 
•ooh  a  course,  which  involved  the  interests  of  a 
nation,  and  a  continent.  He  would  warn  him, 
not  in  tiie  language  of  defiance^  whioh  all  brave 
•nd  wise  men  denused,  but  he  would  warn  him 
in  the  langnage  <»  a  scdemn  aenae  of  dn^,  that 
if  there  was  a  a^t  aronsed  in  Uie  Koiih  in 
rdsBon  to  ti^  sotdeo^"  that  i^t  would  en- 
eonnter  another  vpmt  m  the  Btmth  fiiU  aa  stab- 
born. 

Mr.  Blade  again  entered  into  an  azgomeht 
tondiing  the  suttJect  of  slavery  in  the  State  of 
Vii^ia,  and  was  about  to  read  a  paper  on  the 
same  subject,  whereupon 

Mr.  'WisB  inteiT>0Bed,  and  add  tiiat  the  gen- 
tleman had  been  disonssing  slavery  in  tbe  South, 
slavery  in  the  State  of  Yu^nia,  slavery  in  his 
disMot ;  and  he  now  asked  his  colleagues  to 
retire  with  him  from  that  ball. 

Mr.  HoUBT  made  the  same  request  to  his 
ooUeagues  from  Georgia,  and  ezpreased  a  hope 
that  toe  whole  Botithem  delegnQon  would  re- 
tire. 

Mr.  Obantland  Joined  in  the  wish. 

Mr.  Bhkct.  The  whole  of  the  ddegation  of 
Booth  Oandlna  has  already  signed  an  agree- 
ment. 

Mr.  RoBEBisoH.   One  remark,  Mr.  ^teaker. 

Mr.  Sladb.  I  dum  the  floor. 

Tbe  Ohaie.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
l^ta  rise  to  a  qaestim  of  radert 

Mr.  lUnxBTsov.  K<^  dr.  I  wish  to  make 
<aie  observation. 

Mr.  Rbjctt.   I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  BoBXBTSOV.  I  wish  simply  to  propose 
to  the  Bonthem  delegation- 
Mr.  Bbort.  I  lisc^  a  p(^t  of  order.  The 
goeatitm  chF  order  Is,  whether  the  member  fttm 
vennoiit  has  a  ri^t  to  go  into  the  ooundera- 
tion  of  slavery  in  the  State  of  '^Hrginia !  I  say 
he  has  not ;  ioA  if  it  is  inusted  upon,  I  request 
the  whole  Bonthem  ddegatlfm  to  go  into  the 


[2&ni  Cosa. 

room  <st  the  Oommittee  for  fiie  IHstriet  of  Co- 
lombia. 

The  OkAm  reminded  the  House  that  he  had 
repeatedly  interposed  when  the  gentleman  frwn 
Yermont  hhA  been  going  into  the  qaestion  of 
slavery  in  the  Statee.  He  was  not  permitted  to 
give  his  own  opinions,  bnt  they  might  readily 
be  inferred  by  the  House.  He  felt  it  his  dn^ 
to  state,  that  if  it  were  poe^bly  in  his  power 
to  allay  eidtement,  and  to  prevent  disouautna 
of  this  sort,  he  would  do  it 

Mr.  TiTBiiXT  rose  to  a  question  of  ordtf . 

Mr.  Suxo.  I  ask  leave  to  read  a  pi^er,  and 
to  state  what  that  pwer  is, 

Mr.  Gbabtlutd.  I  ot^Jeet  to  the  reading. 

The  OauB.  The  gentleman  will  take  lus 
Beat 

Mr.  JoHKBOiT,  of  Marrland.  Will  it  be  in 
order,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
Honse  whether  the  member  from  Vermtmt  dutQ 
be  permitted  to  proceed  1 

The  OHAm  replied  n^^tively. 

Mr.  MoEat.  Mr.  Speaker,  has  not  the  mem- 
ber from  Yermont  been  declared  out  of  ordert 

The  Ohiib.   He  has. 

Mr.  IfoKjLT.  Then  has  he  a  zi^  to  pro- 

ceedl 

The  Obaib.  Ko  gentleman  has  rdaed  that 
qneation. 

Mr.  ybXxt,  Then,  sir,  I  make  that  ques- 
tion. I  Olijeot  to  his  proceeding,  I  object  to 
his  resnmlng  his  remarks,  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  permit  him. 

The  Ohaib  then,  under  the  rule,  directed  Mr. 
Sladx  to  take  his  seat,  and  pronounced  the  gen- 
tleman out  of  order  for  disonsdn^  the  qaestion 
of  slavery  in  the  State  of  Yirgima.  Beferring 
to  tbe  32a  role,  the  Ohaib  added,  that  the  gen- 
tleman ooold  no  longer  proceed  without  the 
leave  of  the  House ;  and  ne  was  about  to  pro- 
pound the  question,  when 

Mr.  Sladb  said  he  wished  to  state  the  podtkm 
in  which  he  stood.  I  propose^  said  he,  to  read 
a  singlepaper — 

Mr.  Trunr.  I  oljecfc  to  the  gantleman's 
proceeding  at  alL 

The  Obaib  sud  the  role  was  inpmti'n; 
The  gentieman  could  not  proceed,  under  tiw 
question  made  by  Mr.  Mo!u.t,  without  leave 
of  tbe  Hoose. 

Hr.  Sladb.  The  qnestion  now  is,  whether 
it  is  iu  order  fiv  me  to  ask  fw  the  reading  vi 
a  paper. 

The  Chaib.  The  other  qnestion  is  also  be- 
fore the  House,  and  must  be  decided  by  its 
vote,  without  debate. 

Mr.  Sladb.  I  ask  if  I  am  out  of  order  while 
proceeding  with  the  leave  of  tbe  House,  going 
on  for  at  least  twenty  minutes,  and  then  merely 
asking  leave  to  read  a  paper, 
a  The  Ohaib  states  that  mspower  to  commenee 
was  when  the  question  of  order  was  madsb 
Thereafter,  the  role  was  inqwative^  direotiog 
its  dedidon  without  debate. 

Mr.  Bujo^  (who  waa  atill  oi  his  foet^  lb; 
Speaker- 
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The  Chaib,  The  gentleman  will  take  his 
seat. 

Hr.  SljlDB  then  pledged  himself,  if  the  Hoose 
wonld  permit  him  to  resume,  not  to  discuss  tiie 
qnestion  of  slavery  in  the  States. 

The  Ohaie  then  proponnded  the  qnestion  to 
the  House  that  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
have  leave  to  proceed. 

Jtr.  Auxs  asked  fbr  the  yeas  and  nays; 
whioh  were  n^ered. 

Hr.  RufdRBB  moved  that  tile  House  a^onm. 

Ur.  Slum  aekaS.  tar  the  yeas  and  nfqrg; 
which  were  (Hrdwed,  and  were— yeas  166,  nays 
68. 

Mr.  Camfotll  then  gave  notice  that  the 
Southern  delegations  were  then  assembled  in 
the  room  of  the  Oommittee  for  the  District  of 
Oolnmbia;  and  he  said  he  was  instmcted  by 
their  oommittee  to  request  the  attendance  of  all 
gentlemen  representing  slave-holdiag  interests 
on  that  floor  immediat^y.* 


liT  SENATS. 

TnuBSDAT,  December  21. 
3tnall  Note*  and  Shin-plaster  Currmey  in 

the  Biatriet  of  Columbia. 
The  bill  to  restrtdn  the  Issuing  of  small 
notes  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  taken 
np. 

Mr.  WutGHT  suggested  that  thirty  days  would 
be  an  wpropriate  period  to  fill  the  bliuik. 

Mr.  Cla.t  said  that  no  one  more  ardently  de- 
sired the  resumption  of  specie  payments  than 
himself;  but  he  doubted  the  expediency  of 
forcing  the  banks  of  this  District  to  resume  at 
a  period  of  onoert^nty  as  to  when  those  of  the 
nuTonoding  oonntry  ahonld  adopt  eath  a  meaa- 
vre.  He  had  that  morning  reoMve^  news  from 
New  York  of  the  resnmption  of'  mother  of 
their  banks,  aqd  that,  taken  in  oonneotion  with 
information  derived  of  late  from  vu-ions  quar- 
ters, inspired  him  with  much  stronger  hopee 
than  he  had  formerly  entertained,  that  the 
banks  wonld,  at  an  early  day,  return  to  specie 
payments  throoghont  the  country.  'With  re- 
gard to  the  banks  of  this  District,  it  was  flitile 
to  suppose  that  they  could  attempt  to  pay 
specie,'  when  those  with  whom  they  were  so 
intimately  connected  did  not  do  so.  He  thought 
the  wisest,  as  well  aa  the  most  prudent  step, 
wonld  be  to  postpone  the  matter  to  an  early 
period  in  JannuT-— say  first  or  aeoond  week— 
when  thwe  munt  be  a  rinnlor  movement  on 
the  part  of  tiie  Baltimore  and  Kchmuid  Banks. 
Congress  could  then  with  more  oert^^  fix  the 
tame  when  these  banks  mnst  resume^  m  have 


•  The  ^TCMpOTt  gins  onirs  meagn  ikelatoa  leooaat 
of  tlMmortdlatnrUiiginoTMiieiitoiiaantttlMCof  alsraj 
•rer  nude  f n  onr  Congreaa,  and  whlolt  ooonplad  fit*  -wholt 
dftf,  and  M  to  the  SMmortble  MC«aioii  from  the  hall  of 
Qta  BoatherB  mamb«iB,  to  d«UI>ent«  unons  thflmwlrea 
what  liiw  of  condDct  It  baboorod  thnn  to  take  in  nich  a 
oaaitDaetim.  A  man  lUl  luUlIigltil*  Mxmut  of  It  la 
flTm  In  tbs  "  Thtrtr  Tsart*  n«r,«  TsL  II,  Ornfi.  HL 


their  charters  revoked.  Be  thought  it  wrong 
for  Congress  to  legate  too  hastily  for  a  people 
under  its  immediate  charge,  without  referenoe 
to  the  position  in  which  tiiey  stood  to  their 
neighboring  population,.  As  the  holidays  were 
approaohiog,  (a  pcnriod  when  Congress  was  not 
presumed  to  be  snt^ect  to  any  very  grave  Ie^»- 
latioQ,)  he  thought  the  banks  might  be  longer 
indulged,  and  he  hoped,  ther^e,  there  wonld 
be  little  or  no  opposition  to  his  sn^estion. 

Mr.  WKtOHT.  The  District  banks  were  never 
anthorimd  by  their  charters  to  issue  notes  of 
a  less  denomination  tiian  five  dollars.  Kow, 
however,  it  had  become  their  habit,  in  common 
with  individuals,  to  issue  notes  fh>m  twenty- 
five  to  six  and  a  fourth  cents.  "  8hin-pla»t«r»  " 
(a  distiDguishing  term,  and  one  heiSisliked  aa 
much  as  any  one  else)  had  been  necessarily 
used  for  change,  because  the  people  had  in  a 
measure  been  forMd  to  do  so,  by  the  suspension 
of  these  banks ;  but  this  small  money  bu«n«si 
he  believed  was  carried  to  a  greater  extent  in 
this  District  than  in  any  other  portion  of  onr 
country.  The  honorable  Smator  firom  Ken- 
tucky, in  his  remarks,  threw  out  the  idea,  ^ijpt 
the  banks  of  this  District  wer&  dependent  op 
their  relative  position  with  those  in  Matyland 
uid  Yi^nia  for  reenmptioni  Suppose  the 
case  was  reversed,  and  the  Legislatures  of  those 
States  depended  on  the  action  of  Congress  to 
force  the  banks  of  this  District  to  resume,  under 
forfeiture  of  their  charters:  at  what  future 
period  should  we  look  for  so  desirable  a  result? 

Mr.  Clat  sud  he  could  see  no  good  Reason, 
why  Congress  should  not  extend  a  correspond- 
ing courtesy  to  the  District  banks,  with  that  of 
tiie  LegiBl^ores  of  the  sevwal  States  to  their 
m<m«yea  inatitntimu. 

Vith  regard  to  these  small  bOls,  if  immedi- 
ately suppressed,  what  was  to  be  done  I  There 
was  no  silver  to  supply  the  vacuum ;  and  mem- 
bers of  Congress  had  found  this  small  money 
very  convenifflit  on  many  occasions.  Hackmen, 
waiters,  and  others  could  not  be  dispensed  witii : 
and  without  this  kind  of  change,  how  could 
their  services  be  requited  ?  Another  objection- 
able feature  in  the  bill  was,  that  it  imposed  a 
penalty  alike  on  the  stranger  and  citizen,  for 
the  passage  of  tiiese  bills,  whether  issued  here, 
or  brought  from  abroad.  He  bad  in  his  purse 
notes  from  one  dollar  down  to  six  cents,  origi- 
nating in  the  diflferent  places  through  which  he 
had  passed  from  Nevqiort,  Eentuo^,  to  Wash- 
ington oit^y  in  the  District  of  OolnmUa ;  in  faoi^ 
bnnness  could  not  {mwress  without  them. 
And  would  it  not  be  a  ic^  tanporiticm  on  a 
stranger  to  pass  this  bill  with  such  provialonB? 
Could  it  be  expected  that  a  stranger  passing 
through  this  small  space  of  ten  mUes  square^ 
could  stop  to  inqnire  into  our  laws  f 

Mr.  Bekton  objected  to  the  postponement. 
The  argument  was  to  postpone  both  bills — the. 
shin-plastra'  bill,  and  the  bank  bill,— and  that 
not  to  a  cert^  day,  but  indefinitely,  and  until 
adjoining  Statea  sluKild  first  act  upon  the  same 
•aqeota.  This  waa  the  aijgameDt  of  the  Soar 
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tor  from  Kentncky,  (Mr.  Clat.)  His  motion 
was  for  a  postponement  until  the  second  Mon- 
day in  January,  bnt  the  argnment  was  for  In- 
dmnite  postpononent,  and  for  contingent 
action;  and  it  was  evident,  from  the  two 
speeches  jmi  made  "by  that  Senator,  (Mr.  Clay,) 
that  If  the  Trostponement  was  granted,  that  an- 
other would  be  demanded  when  it  was  oat;  for 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  two  speeches  was,  that 
the  shin-plasters  were  not  to  be  snppre^aed,  nor 
the  bank  in.  this  District  required  to  resume, 
until  the  adjacent  States  had  first  led  the  way 
in  the  same  work.  This  was  indefinite  post- 
ponement, and  contingent  action.  It  was  the 
attempt  to  do  here  precisely  what  had  been 
effected  by  the  party  opposed  to  resumption  in 
the  bank  cAvention  in  New  York ;  it  was  non- 
action t  it  was  to  do  nothins  t  and  get  rid  of 
tbe  suUect  without  fixing  a  day  I 

lb.  B.  denied  that  ihere  was  any  validity  in 
any  the  reasons  ^ven  by  the  Senator  from 
Eentncky  for  delaying  either  of  the  bills. 
Th^  was  no  necessity  for  these  filthy  shin- 
plasters.  The  Senators  alone  received  for  their 
oojnpensation  more  hard  money  than  the  Bis- 
ect regntred  for  change.  They  had  received 
all  their  pay  in  gold  and  silver  at  the  called  ses- 
sion, and  they  were  now  receiving  their  pay  in 
hard  money  and  Treasury  notes,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  two-thirds  hard  money  and  one-tl  lird 
Treasury  notes.  This  is  the  manner  in  which 
the  Senate  is  paid,  its  officers  and  alt,  and  all  its 
expenses.  He  presnmed  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatiVee  was  paid  in  the  same  way ;  and  as 
the  expenses  of  the  two  Houses  exceeded  three 
thousand  dollars  a  d^y,  it  would  follow  that  np- 
vatda  two  thonsand  a  dqr  in  specie  was 
receivable  by  the  members  and  officers  of  Con- 
gress. This  was  the  daily  supply;  so  that, 
leaving  all  other  sonroes  of  supply  out  of  the 
qoestioD,  Congress  alone  disbursed  vastly  more 
hard  money  in  the  District  than  its  business 
could  absorb,  and  it  was  accordingly  purchased 
up  for  exportation  by  agents  whose  advertise- 
ments could  be  seen  in  every  newspaper. 

Mr.  Tipton  said  that  he  would  vote  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  bill,  to  afford 
time  for  ns  to  hear  from  the  Legislatures  ctf  the 
States  now  in  session.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
issue  and  drcnlation  uf  the  small  duIb  or  notes, 
fiuniUarly  called  *^  »hin-pkuter$j"  and  would  go 
for  freeing  the  people  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia from  that  species  of  trash.  He  also  felt  It 
to  he  his  duty,  so  far  as  his  vote  wdold  go,  to 
compel  the  banks  of  the  District  to  resume 

rie  payments  at  the  time  we  exclude  shin- 
bers  from  circulation  here;  but  he  would 
not  now  fpve  a  vote  to  coerce  tiie  banks  of  this 
District  to  pay  specie  at  an  earlier  day  than 
that  at  which  the  banks  of  the  different  States 
■honld  resume  specie  pajnneuts. 

Hr.  WmoHT  sud  he  felt  bound  to  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  *postpone ; 
when  the  vote  stood  : 

TiAB.— If  eans.  Black,  Clay  of  Kentw^,  Claybm, 
OoOibwt,  Kid{^  HeKeui,  FrentiflB,  fHMon,  Bob- 


CoKO. 

Ihiis,  Buggies,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
and  Tipton— 14. 

Xats. — ^Mcma.  ^en,  Benton,  Brown,  Boehuun, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Crittenden,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, Lumi^dii,  Unn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Ifiles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  R«»ae,  BoUnson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conn., 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Wbhe,  WlUtams,  Wiig^t,  and 
Young— 27. 

The  bill  anderwent  a  long  discussion  on  its 
details,  in  which  Messrs.  wmght,  Bkstok, 
HvBBAHD,  and  Obukdt  participated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Uubbabd,  the  blank  in 
tiie  third  line  was  filled  with  the  10th  of  April, 
so  as  to  make  it  penal  to  issue  notes  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars,  after  that  date. 


HOtrSE  Ot  RKPBEBBNTATIVKa. 

Thtbsdat,  December  21. 
Jfr.  Patton'a  Reaolutwn — Abolition  Petitions 
to  lie  on  ^  Table. 

Hr,  Patton  adced  leave  to  snbmit  the  fc^ow- 
Ing  resolution : 

JZmoIvaL  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  and  papeia, 
touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  bnjiDg, 
selling,  or  tranBfeiring  of  slaves,  in  aj  State,  Dis- 
trict, or  Territory  of  the  United  Sttie^  be  Uud 
on  the  table  withont  being  debated,  ptinteo,  read,  or 
referred,  and  that  no  fiuther  action  wfaaterer  shaU 
be  had  titereon. 

Hr.  Adams  objected. 

Mr,  Patton  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rale. 

Hr.  CnsHXAS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nay^ 
which  were  (nrdered,  and  were — yeas  ISiS, 
nays  60. 

Mr.  Patton  scud  he  had  offered  this  resdu- 
tion  In  the  spirit  of  peace  and  harmony.  It 
involves,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
and  so  far  as  concerns  some  portion  6f  the 
representatives  of  the  slave-holding  States,  a 
concession;  a  conees»on  which  we  make  for 
the  sake  of  peace,  harmony,  and  union.  "We 
offer  it  in  the  hope  that  it  may  allay,  not  exas- 
perate excitement ;  we  desire  to  eztingnisb,  not 
to  kindle  a  fiame  in  the  country.  In  that 
spirit,  sir,  without  saying  one  word  in  the  way 
of  discnseion ;  withont  giving  utterance  to  any 
of  those  emotions  which  swell  in  my  bosom 
at  tiie  recollection  of  what  took  place  here 
yesterday,  I  dtall  do  what  I  have  never  yet 
done  since  1  have  been  a  memho*  of  this  Hooae, 
and  whi(^  I  have  very  rardy  anstained  wba 
done  by  others :  I  move  the  previous  qnestion. 

iix.  Adams  said :  Mr.  Sp«aker,  the  gentle- 
man precedes  his  resolution — (Lond  cries  of 
f  Order  I  order  I "  from  all  parts  of  the  haJL) 
Mr.  A.  He  preceded  it  with  remarks — ('*  Or- 
der I  orderl'') 

The  Chaib  reminded  the  gentleman  that  it 
was  out  of  order  to  address  the  House  after  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Hr.  Adams.  I  ask  the  House— (continued 
cries  of  Order  t "  which  comfdetoly  drowned 
the  honorable  member^s  vt^ce.) 

Mr.  Adams  then  demanded  teUers  om.  the 
oeocmd  to  the  ^vioas  qneatton,  vUch  wen 


Jfr.  PaOoift  Snoltdioiu. 
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ordered;  and  Mr.  Claiboenb  of  Mississippi, 
and  Mr.  Bbioos  of  MasBBcbusetts,  haviDg  been 
appointed,  the  motion  prevailed,  124  voting 
for  it 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  the  question 
be  now  patf  "  heinqg  propounded,  there  were — 
yeas  129,  na^  62. 
So  the  nuun  question  was  ordered  to  be  put 
The  main  qnestLon  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  was  thea  pot,  and  decided  by : 

Teas. — Uessra.  AnderBon,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
BeiUy,  Beime,  BickneU,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodbead,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  John  Calboon,  GambrO' 
leng,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Timothy  J. 
Carter,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Cilley,  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Craig, 
Crockett,  Cu^iman,  Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dennis,  Drom- 
eoole,  Edwards,  Fanington,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Jas.  Gar- 
land, Junes  Qraham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Hammond, 
Bftrian,  Harrbon,  Hawes,  Hawtdns,  Haynes,  Holsey, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm.  C.  Johnsoo, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Elingensmith,  Lawler,  Le- 
gsre,  Ii(^an,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Hallory,  James  M.  Ma- 
son, Martin,  Maury,  May,  McKay,  Bobert  McClellon, 
Abraham  McGlellao,  McClore,  McEim,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Montgomery,,  Uoore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
MuUenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Fatton, 
Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pope,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Retly,  Bencher,  Sobertson,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Charles  Siepard,  fields,  Snyder,  Soatb- 
raite.  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stewart,  Stone,  TalUferro, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Titus,  Tumey,  Underwood,  Vail, 
Wagener,  Weeks,  Sobn  White/Thonuu  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, Lewis  WllUatna,  Sherrod  WilUims,  Jared  W, 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  WlUhons,  C.  H.  WlUiams,  and 
Tell— 122. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  John 
W.  Allen,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bronsoa, 
mlliam  B.  Calhoun,  Chaney,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Crans- 
ton, Curds,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Duncan, 
Dunn,  EvBUB,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Ftetebtt,  J.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Foster,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Greonell, 
Haley,  Hall,  Hamer,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoff- 
man, InghaiD,  Eilgore,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Marvin, 
Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  IGlUgan,  Matthias 
Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  N aylor,  Noyes,  (^e,  Pannen- 
ter,  Patterson,  Peck,  PbiUips,  Potts,  Potter,  Bariden, 
Bandolph,  Bced,  Bidgmy,  Bonell,  SbeBer,  Sheplor, 
.  SiUey,  ^e,  Smitii,  Str«tfa«,  Tillinc^iost,  T^d, 
Toncey,  Wdieter,  Albert  a  WUte,  Elisha  Whit 
tieeey,  and  Yotke — 74. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Adams  was  called, 
that  genUeman  rose,  and  said:  *'I  hold  tlie 
reatrfation  to  be  in  TiolatU»i  of  the  Oonstatntion 
of  the  United  States."  (Load  ories  of  "  Order  I 
order  1 "  from  OTery  part  of  the  haU.) 

The  Spbakeb  said,  the  gentleman  from  Maasa- 
chnsetts  Tiolates  order,  aod  must  resnme  his  seat 

Pending  the  qnestion  being  propoanded, 

Mr.  DuKOAN  inqaired  of  the  Chur  if  he  conld 
assign  the  reasons  for  tiie  vote  be  should  g^re. 

The  OsAis  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Wisi  (who  had  not  voted)  inqaired  of 
the  Ohair  the  mle  in  relation  to  a  member  being 
excused  from  voting,  and  at  what  stage  the 
reasons  for  makinff  each  a  request  most  be  made. 

Th«  OuiB  eaid  beftve  a  diviaion  of  thel 
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House,  or  before  the  commencemenf  of  the 
call  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 
.  Kr.  Wisi  said,  as  he  coiUd  not  assign  his 
reaaons  at  length,  he  dedred,  at  least,  that  hia 
consdtnenta  migbt  know  that  he  was  present 
He  could  not  vote  for  the  resolntioii,  oecaose 
it  implied  or  admitted  a  principl&lie  denied — 
the  ngfat  to  receive  those  petitions. 

After  the  vote  was  taken,  Mr.  Adaub  rosef 
and  moved  that  his  reasons  for  not  voting  on 
the  resolution  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

The  Cbaib  said  it  was  out  of  order. 

Kr.  Adams  then  notified  his  request  to  the 
Olerk  to  make  an  entry  of  his  motion,  and  that  It 
waa  pronounoed  1^^  the  Choir  to  be  out  of  order.] 


m  BEITATE. 

Wedztbsdat,  December  27. 

Slawrjf  in  ihe  StaUt,  TerritcrUi,  and  JHiMet 
ijf  Columbia— Mr.  Gd&oun^t  JSesoZutiow. 

Mr.  OAiHomr  Babmit^  the  fbUoving  reaoliK 

tions: 

1.  RiKoivtd,  That  in  the  adoption  the  Ftedoal 
Constitution,  the  States  adopting  the  same  acted, 
sevovlly,  OS  free,  independent,  and  ooverogn  Stales; 
and  that  eadi,  for  itaeu*,  by  its  own  voluntary  assent, 
entered  the  irm<m  with  the  view  to  its  hicreosed  se- 
curity against  all  dangers,  domeatic  as  well  as  foreign, 
and  the  more  perfect  and  secure  eiy  oyment  ttf  its  ad- 
vantages, nattual,  political,  and  soci&l. 

S.  Saohtd,  That  in  delegating  a  portion  otl^Or 
powers  to  be  exerdsed  by  the  Federal  Government, 
Uie  States  retamed,  severidly,  the  exduslve  and  sole 
ri^t  over  their  own  domestic  institutions  and  police, 
and  are  alone  re^Kmsible  for  tbem,  and  that  any  bi- 
termeddliiu  of  any  one  or  more  States,  or  a  comW- 
nation  of^ulrdtiMia,  with  the  domestic  Institutions 
and  police  of  the  others,  on  any  ground,  or  under  any 
pretext  whatever,  political,  moiiu,  or  religious,  with 
the  view  to  tiieir  alteration  or  subversion,  is  an  as> 
sumption  of  superiority  not  warranted  by  the  consti- 
tution, insulting  to  the  States  interfered  with,  tend- 
ing to  endanger  their  domestic  peace  and  tranquillity, 
subversive  of  the  objects  for  which  the  constitution 
was  formed,  and,  by  necessary  consequence,  tending 
to  weaken  and  destroy  the  Union  itself. 

8.  Raolved,  That  this  Government  was  institirted, 
and  adopted  by  the  several  States  of  this  Union,  as  a 
common  agent,  in  order  to  carry  into  eff^  the  pow- 
ers which  tiiey  had  delegated  by  the  constitution  for 
tiieir  mutual  security  and  prosperity ;  and  that,  in 
Ailfilment  of  this  high  and  sacred  trust,  this  Govern- 
ment Is  bound  so  to  exerdse  its  powers  as  to  giv& 
as  &r  ss  may  be  practicable,  hicreased  stah^ty  and 
security  to  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  States  that 
compose  the  Union ;  and  that  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of 
the  Government  to  resist  all  attempts  by  one  por- 
tion of  the  Um(m  to  use  it  as  on  instrument  to  attack 
the  domestic  institutions  of  another,  or  to  weaken 
or  de^y  such  histitutions,  instead  of  BtrengOwiung 
and  upholding  them,  as  it  is  in  do^  bound  to  da 

4.  iEeWwtL  That  domestic  slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the 
Southern  and  Western  States  of  this  Union,  com- 
poses on  important  part  of  their  domestic  institutions, 
inherited  from  tiieir  ancestors,  and  easting  at  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  by  whidi  it  is  reoogniied 
aaoOMtitntfng  an  essential  element  In  the  dlitribii- 
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tfau  of  Its  powen  smoiu  the  States ;  and  that  no 
change  of  ophiion,  or  feehog,  on  the  part  of  the 
other  States  of  the  Union  hi  t^ation  to  it,  can  jostify 
them  or  their  dtizens  in  open  and  systeniatio  attacks 
thereon,  with  the  view  to  Its  overthrow ;  and  that  all 
such  attadu  are  hi  mamfest  violation  of  ttie  mutua] 
and  solemn  pledge  to  protect  and  defend  each  other, 
given  by  the*  States,  respectively,  on  entering  into 
the  consUtutional  compact  wiiich  formed  the  Union, 
and  as  such  is  a  manifest  breach  of  fidth,  and  a  vio- 
lation of  the  most  solemn  obliRatunis,  moral  and  re- 

UghNII. 

6.  Retolved,  That  the  intermeddUng  of  any  State  or 
States,  or  thdr  citlsens,  to  abolish  siavery  in  this 
District,  or  any  of  the  Tmitories,  on  the  ground, 
or  under  the  pretext,  that  it  is  immorsl  or  siniiil ; 
or  the  passage  of  any  act  or  measure  of  Congress, 
with  that  view,  would  be  a  direct  and  dangerous 
attack  on  the  inslitntions  of  all  the  slave-holding  States. 

t.JU$olved,  1%at  the  unioit  of  these  States  rests  on 
an  equally  of  ilAbi  and  advantages  among  its  mem- 
bers;  and  lliit  whatem  destroys  that  equdlty,  tends 
to  dtttroy  the  Union  Itself;  and  that  it  is  the  soleom 
duty  of  ail,  and  more  especially  of  tiiis  b*dy,  viAdk 
repreeentt  the  States  in  their  corporate  capwdty,  to 
resist  all  attempts  to  discriminate  between  Uie  States 
In  extaading  the  besi^ts  of  the  Govemmeirt  to  the 
aafinl  mutioDa  of  the  Unimi;  and  that  torefnse 
to  extend  to  tba  Sootfaem  and  Westwn  States  any 
advantage  lAich  wotdd  tend  to  streDgthen^  or  render 
them  more  secure,  or  increase  their  limits,  or  pop- 
ulation by  the  annexation  of  new  tenitory  or  States, 
on  the  assumption  or  under  the  pretext  that  the  in- 
stttntion  of  davery,  as  it  exists  smong  them,  is  im- 
motal,  or  rinful,  or  otherwise  obnoxious,  would  be 
contrary  to  that  equality  of  rights  and  advantages 
irUdi  die  oonatitBtton  was  intuided  to  secure  al^e 
t»  all  tfie  members  of  the  Union,  and  would,  in  e&^ 
diafVincfaiae  the  slav»holding  Statea,  withholding  from 
than  the  advantues,  while  it  sulijected  diem  to  the 
borthens,  o£  the  Government.* 

Ifr.  Peestoh  remarked  that  his  feelings  in 

regard  to  the  subject  of  the  resolations  were 


*  These  rMolatlono,  and  the  debat*  to  irblch  tkty  gava 
rU«^  and  tba  modlflcatloiu  vUdt  tbej  iindarwant,  and  tha 
final  vote  upon  them,  eonatitnte  tha  moat  Impostant  pro- 
oNOInf  on  ttia  aBltfeet  of  alavaiy  iridflh  kaa  avar  takaa 
plaos  Im  OoBfraM.  They  were  framed  to  dedsn  tha  whole 
powor  «f  OoagraM  upon  tha  snl^ae^  and  irava  praaeatad 
tor  a  "tast*  vat^  and  a>  Ou  fbtnre  "plaf/bm"  and  "per- 
maMKt  tMrnmU"  of  tha  lav  on  tha  aUvery  qnesUon. 
Tha  flnt  four  leiatad  to  tha  States,  and  the  rights  of  slarcry 
la  tham  nndar  tha  goarantee  of  the  oonatltntlon.  The  flRh 
related  to  Um  DIatrlet  of  CdnmUa,  and  to  tha  Tenttorjr  of 
norida,  (that  batag  the  only  alavs  terrltwy  than  In  the 
UulonJ  and  pUoad  tha  abolition  of  riavaiy  tber^  In  the 
hands  ct  CoBgreat,  but  forbid  bj  high  expadlaiit  reaaona. 
These  flva  resolntlons  were  adopted,  with  modlfieatlons: 
the  atztb  was  reacted,  u  looking  to  the  annexation  of 
Texaa,  and  tending  to  forestall  action  on  that  qneatloii.  Tba 
Ml  debate,  as  prepared  hj  the  speakers  themselves,  follows 
after  the  oorrent  report  of  each  daj's  proceedloga ;  and  while 
tha  whole  debate  possesses  great  l&tMrest,  that  of  the  11th  of 
Jaaury  retains  ths  graateat,  as  showing  tha  nnaalaiftr 
af  ths  9aakwa  on  the  lUisaiiil  Onnpronifsa  Aot,  and  ava- 
tUiy  Ux,  Oalhenn's  Toluttaiy  declaration,  that  he  was  for 
tt  at  fta  time,  bnt  had  since  changed  Us  t^lnlon  on  aoooont 
<f     SBOonafamant  wblah  Itgave  the  AlMUttealstft 
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in  ftdl  unison  with  those  of  his  coileagoe,  (Mr. 
Oauiotjh,)  bnt  from  the  rimple  reding,  be 
coold  bnt  gather  the  sentiiiienta  thej  contAioed 
in  an  abstract  form.  Yet  he  would  sorest  th« 
propriety  of  some  delay  in  the  action  of  the 
Senate  thereon;  as  the  resolations  from  the 
State  of  Yennont,  shortly  to  be  oflfered  hj  the 
Senator  from  that  State,  miglit  bring  the  subject 
forward  in  a  more  iq^llcable  form,  and  antici- 
pate the  qiirit  and  seirtiments  of  the  reeohitions 
jOBt  oSwvA.  It  had  been  aome  yean  rinoe 
remaned  on  the  flow  of  the  Senate,  ttiat  the 
^e  had  gone  by  when  lundation,  \j  means 
of  resolnticms,  wonld  be  Bomdent  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  country  on  a  subject  so  vitally 
in^rtant.  He  was  still  of  the  same  opinion. 
The  settlement  of  mere  abstractions  of  prind* 
pies  will  never  answer  the  desired  end.  These 
remarks  he  had  made  mmply  to  remind  ^e 
Senate  that  it  had  been  hla  intention,  and  was 
so  still,  to  bring  the  matter  forward  in  some  more 
forcible  and  effective  form  at  a  fhtore  day. 

Mr.  Calhotut  did  not  feel  disposed  to  await 
any  action  on  the  Vermont  resolations.  He 
was  prepared  to  act  now ;  and  as  tbe  resolu- 
ticma  Jnst  offored  contained  the  whole  ^st  of 
the  matter  at  iasne^  he  saw  no  neoessi^  for 
farther  delay. 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  SBPKBSEZrrATlVXS 

WimntsDiT,  December  27. 
MMuippi  EUctUm. 

The  Bpsaksb  sud  he  bad  bad  plaoed  in  his 
bands  a  commtmication  fVom  Uesers.  S.  B.  Pren- 
tiss and  T.  J.  Wood,  claiming  seats  as  Repre* 
sentatives  from  tbe  State  of  Misdsdppi. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 


IBT  SEHATE. 

TauBSDAT,  December  28. 

Jfr.  CbOom'*  Smlu^on** 

Ur.  Oaihouk  said,  In  calling  up  theee  reso- 
Intions,  it  was  not  hu  intention,  at  the  present 
time,  to  enter  into  any  discassion  of  their 
merits  or  demerits,  but  merely  to  repel  wash. 
objections  as  might  be  nrged  against  them. 
The  resolutions  spoke  definitely,  and  to  all 
points,  for  tbemselvea.  This  confederacy  con- 
sisted of  fr^  sovereign,  and  independent  States^ 
each  vested  with  supreme  and  indiepntable 
riffbts  I  Some  there  were,  however,  who  con- 
sidered this  a  great  National  Repnblio,  made 
np  of  individnals,  with  rights  common  to  all ; 
of  this  class  might  be  de«ned  tbe  party  tenood 
AboUtionisti,  in  the  Korth.  It  waa  the  ol)|eot 
of  these  reacuntioui  to  bring  forward  tha  foots, 
and  dinjli^  them  in  their  true  light.  He 
wished  ttie  deep  deliberation  of  every  Senator, 
as  he  desired  to  make  tbe  qneetion,  on  tboir 
r^ection  or  adoption,  a  Utt  qnestioD.  All 
present,  every  Senator,  withoat  exception,  bad 
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eonfened  himsolf  oppoied  to  the  fimstioal  doc- 
trine of  abolitioQ ;  yet  the  Soath  had  no  rally- 
ing ixrint  on  whioh  to  rtand;  and,  althongfa 
their  meaBores  were  justified  by  a  great  polioa 
iMT  the  Kortii,  yet  tbwe  was  amoDg  diem 
another  party,  zealots  in  the  caose  of  Aboli- 
ticm,  chiming  alond  nnder  the  sacred  right  of 
petition.  Hany,  doubtless,  were  drawn  into 
that  snare,  who,  in  the  first  instance,  were 
«onufnatii>t  in  their  views.  WbateTcr  might 
be  the  diversity  of  opinion,  of  this  great  oonn- 
t]7,  on  other  points,  on  the  matter  now  at  issue 
no  (me  could  disagree.  These  resolations,  if 
adopted,  would  present  ground  where  all  oould 
stand,  and  express  their  real  opinions  without 
trenching  on  or  affecting  the  rights  on  other 
points.  With  regard  to  the  right  of  slavery, 
Lis  opinion  was  unalterable^  and  he  held  it  an 
Insult  to  have  his  rights  attacked  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  hc^  the  Senate  would  take  suffl- 
dent  time  to  disousa  eahnly  the  aobJee^  aod 
that  each  Bonator  would  eiprees  his  indindual 
(pinion. 

He  did  not  desire  them  to  pass  by  a  bare 
minority ;  lie  wished  them  to  pass  by  a  unani- 
mous vote ;  be  that  as  it  might,  however,  he 
would  repeat  what  he  had  before  said,  that  he 
wished  it  to  be  considered  a  ie»t  qutiUon.  If 
these  propositions  were  n^ected,  the  Senate 
will  have  sud  to  the  South  "come  here  no 
longer  for  protection ; "  by  such  a  vote  the 
Senate  would  legalize  a  oontionanoe  of  these 
assaults.  If,  on  Uie  contrary,  they  were  adopt- 
ed, it  would  be  a  holy  pledge  of  tibat  body  to 
protect  it  from  ftarther  aggresdon ;  but  if  post- 
poned or  eluded,  it  would  be  incontrovertible 
e^denoe  of  the  unwillingness  of  the  Senate  to 
«q>re88  an  opinion ;  and  consequently  must  be 
considered  a  ^ent  acquiescence  in  the  insults 
offered  to  Soothera  rights  and  Southern  feel- 
ings. If  adopted,  they  would  have  a  salutary 
effect  in  tranquillizing  the  public  mind.  He 
looked  to  these  resolutions  to  create  an  awaken- 
ing spirit  in  the  conntiy  in  favor  of  the  consti- 
tution. The  idea  that  this  Republic  was  made 
up  of  one  great  aggregate  of  individuals,  tended 
to  increase  the  zeal  of  these  fanatics,  and  a 
more  nq>id  spread  of  tiieir  doctrines.  The 
vemedj  must  Im  found  in  the  promnlgatioii  of 
omoaito  doctrines ;  and  until  this  ooorse  was 
adopted,  we  oould  look  for  nothing  but  a  oon- 
tinnanoe  of  thdr  importunities.  "When  the 
BmnUio  was  in  danger,  he  must  look  to  State 
rights,  (the  only  true  conservative  principles,) 
and  on  this  depended  the  preservaoon  of  the 
Union ;  and  ai^  other  view  nnut  prove  &tal  to 
its  peace. 

Mr.  PniffFON  made  a  short  reply.  His  ob- 
jection to  the  introduotion  of  the  resolutions 
was,  that  they  allowed  ground  for  disoussion ; 
and  that  the  subject  ought  never  to  be  allowed 
to  enter  the  halu  of  the  Le^dative  Assembly, 
was  always  to  be  taken  we  granted  by  the 
Souths  Ag^ :  what  would  abstract  |ffopo- 
dtlons  <rf  fihis  nature  efibott  He  had  taem  in 
the  decalogue,  but  did  they  prevent  crime  t 


[DscncntB,  ISftT. 

Mr.  Stunou  Bidd  that  no  measure  could  be 
considered  child's  plsy  when  wives,  children, 
property,  all  that  was  dear  to  man,  was  at 
stake.  Oould  he  be  othwwise  than  excited 
(sud  Ur.  S.)  when  this  rabjeet  is  bnnuht  on 
the  tapis  ?  He  felt  sorry  that  the  resolutions 
had  been  introduced ;  it  was  true  be  had  been 
consulted,  but  his  mind  had  not  yielded  assent^ 
because  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  South  always 
lost  ground  by  discussioD,  and  he  wished  to 
avoid  it  from  the  very  bottom  of  his  souL 
When  a  memorial  had  been  presented  from  the 
Grand  Jury  of  this  District,  praying  that  slavery 
might  not  be  aboUsbed  in  the  District  of 
Oolnmbia,  he  had  voted  against  the  printing 
of  that  memorial,  nmply  because  he  did  n(% 
wish  the  question  to  ^  before  the  world.  If 
the  Korth  sets  us  the  example  of  excitement^ 
why  did  we  follow  it  f  Bo  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, he  wreed  with  the  whole  spirit  of  tlie 
reaoluti(ms,  but  still  did  not  Uiink  them  suffi- 
cient to  jneet  the  exigency  of  the  case.  He 
was  opposed  to  their  postponement,  beoanse  it 
would  result  in  a  long  and  pn)tvacted  disoua- 
siou,  in  which  the  South  oould  not  fitil  to  he 
the  sufferer.  Let  whatever  action  be  had  upon 
them,  on  tiiis  question,  as  in  all  others  of  mag- 
nitude, the  greatest  good  mnst  result  limn  tM 
most  speedy  action. 

The  greatest  objection  he  bad  to  the  resolu- 
tions, was  the  danger  of  producing  mischief 
by  the  discussion — mischief  by  the  excitement 
that  must  necessarily  be  created  in  dipping  into 
these  difiquieting  topics.  The  proper  course 
for  the  South,  was,  as  he  had  before  ohserved, 
to  remain  itilL  and  ni^  no  attontitai  to  the 
movement  of  liiese  idle  ihnatics.  When  these 
abolition  movements  came  from  a  highv  source, 
ho  would  point  to  the  constitution,  and  that 
under  that  iostmment  our  possesrions  are  guar- 
anteed. Vermont  he  thou^t  had  degraded 
herself  by  the  adoption  of  the  resdutiona, 
(which  on  a  former  oooanon,  had  been  read  in 
the  Senate,)  and  by  the  presentation  of  them 
to  this  body,  had  forfeited  her  clsams  to  respect. 
He  was  willmg  to  bdieve  that  a  majority  of 
her  citizens  were  opposed  to  their  adopti<Hi, 
and  that  by  some  fstnitoos  cwcnmstanoes,  her 
LegMature  had  become  momentarily  filled  witii 
abolititmistsi  He  hoped,  for  her  everlasting 
credit,  that  tiie  raiiilt  <rf  her  earliest  delibera- 
tions would  be  to  retrace  her  steps,  and  retract 
the  odious  docmnent  directed  to  be  presented. 
He  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  voting  against  the 
reception  of  all  petitions,  memoriaia,  w  resolu- 
tioDB,  (come  ftom  whatow  quarter,)  in  rdatioa 
to  the  subject  of  alaveir. 

Ifr.  Swm  said  he  had  observed,  that  un- 
pleasant allosions  had  been  made  to  the  resolu- 
tions  whioh  he  had  offered,  au4  improper  reflec- 
tions passed  upon  the  State  of  Yennoot.  He 
trusted  gentlemen  would  forbear  aiqr  further 
allttsiona  either  to  the  documents  or  the  State 
fhnn  which  th^  emanated,  during  the  present 
discussion,  and  which  was  maniftBtly  on  % 
diffiareiitaalidMt  Hethm^htitwonldbetiiM 
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enoagh  ■when  the  memorial  from  fail  State 
should  be  brought  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Calroun  sud  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Stsahoe)  waa  averse  to  the  dla- 
onssion  of  this  subject;  so  was  ever^  one  else; 
bat  he  ought  to  preach  that  to  the  abolitionists, 
not  to  the  defenders  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  Was  it  not  better  to  meet  uie  question 
a  little  offensively^  than  not  to  meet  it  at  all  f 
With  regard  to  the  dootrines  of  the  constita- 
tioQ,  ^1  might  be  well  aoqaainted  with  them ; 
and  ret  how  were  th^  observed  I  Was  the 
South  to  sit  still  and  see  the  oonstitnlion  trodden 
imder  foot^  and  its  priadples  assailed  ?  Would 
it  not  be  better  to  try  and  rally  around  that 
body  all  who  were  orthodox  in  their  political 
adherence?  Look  to  the  alien  and  sedition 
law.  Was  that  odiona  measure  defeated  by 
sitting  still,  and  qnoUng  the  aal^ority  of  the 
constitntion  I  Was  it  not  rather  by  a  series  of 
hrief^  summary,  and  abstract  resolutions  ?  By 
that  straight-forward,  manly  course  we  wonld 
protect  our  own  rights,  and  at  the  same  time 
■how  that  it  was  our  aim  to  defend  to  the  last 
the  charter  handed  down  to  ns  by  our  forefo- 
thers.  He  wished  these  reaolations  by  no  means 
to  be  oonridered  as  striotly  a  Soathem  meas- 
nre.  He  hoped  that  the  vote  that  would  be 
glTen  upon  them,  wonld  be  a  Northern  and 
western,  as  well  as  Southern  vote. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  posl^KiDement, 
and  carried. 

FmDAT,  December  39, 
Hr.  Wbbstbb  speared,  and  took  his  seat. 

^OMry—Mr.  Morrii*  BetehtUon*,  eounUr  to 
Mr.  OaUumn^t. 

Hr.  UoBKB  ofibred  some  resolntiona,  remark- 
ing that  he  had  prepared  them  b7  of 
amendment  to  those  <^Ebred  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  ^r.  OALBomr.) 
In  drafting  them  he  had,  as  for  as  his  own  opin- 
ion would  permit,  followed  the  text  of  those 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  yet  with  variations 
calculated,  in  his  view,  to  protect  the  right  of 
petition,  the  freedom  of  qieeoh,  uid  ^  Uberty 
of  the  press. 

In  offering  the  resolutions,  the  Senator  firom 
South  Carolina  had  thrown  the  glote,  and  with 
expressions  of  triumph  asserted  that  none  in 
the  Senate  could  vote,  in  his  opinion,  against  his 
viewa  He,  however,  dared  to  enter  the  lists 
ringle-handed,  wd  engage  with  him. 

Mr.  Calhouit  had  expressed  his  ht^ies  that 
his  proposition  would  meet  with  general  fovor 
from  the  Senate,  He  had  expected  some  trifling 
oppotdtion,  bnt  nothing  lu  the  light  of  the  pres- 
ent movement,  vlt  was,  however,  now  decided 
that  no  concession  or  sacrifice  would  satisfy  the 
op]x>6ition.  We  had  here  a  fair  specimen  of 
the  doctrine  in  full  color.  Yes,  here  was  dis- 
played the  absolute  creed  of  the  abolitionists, 
AiUy  developed;  and  iVom  this  he  had  little 
hope  that  hu  deure  to  pnnnote  the  harmony 


[SStb  Cdb& 

of  the  Union  would  be  gratified.  He,  however, 
sternly  denied  throughout  the  diaiwea  Inong^ 
agMnet  bim  by  the  gentieman  who  had  ofimd 
the  resolutioDs.  ■ 

■  A  motifHL  to  print  was  then  agreed  to. 


WxDNBSDAT,  January  3. 

Mr.  Cal^na^a  £et<^titm». 

Hr.  OALBomr  said  he  did  not  rise  wiUk  a  Tiew 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  doctrines  ia  the 
resolutions,  but  to  repel  the  ground  assumed  by 
those  opposed  to  them  in  their  peculiar  re^gard 
for  freedom  speech,  freedom  of  the  prosa,  and 
the  taend  right  of  petition.  His  chief  ol^ect  in 
urging  an  eariy  aiotion  was,  that  the  ground 
taken  by  these  resolutions  was  distinctly  differ- 
ent from  that  assumed  by  the  other  side ;  and 
his  m^n  wish  in  asking  that  the  resolutions 
from  Vermont  mi^ht  be  postponed,  was  a  de- 
sire to  meet  them  in  a  manner  whidi  he  deem- 
ed most  consonant  with  the  dnties  he  owed  to 
the  South  as  an  individuaL  and  the  rdation  he 
bore  to  t^e  oounhr  as  a  mm  and  nnflinohing 
suppOTter  o{  the  TJnion.  He  had  remarked  at 
the  time  the  Yermont  reeolntioni  were  pre- 
sented, that  if  no  other  member  called  tnem 
up,  he  pledged  himself  to  do  so.  In  the  mean 
tiine,  he  had  consulted  his  own  mind  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  meeting  the  momentous  anbject, 
and  had  come  to  the  fixed  conolusion  that  the 
resolutions  he  had  presented  were  tiie  best  cal' 
culated  to  fix  the  ground  on  which  aU  could 
meet^  and  dispassionately  and  sincerely  ooosult 
the  interests  of  the  whole.  The  resolati<xii 
from  Vermont  were  to  have  been  presented  to- 
morrow ;  and  had  he  retuned  hla  former  opin- 
ion, he  would  have  voted  against  thdr  recep- 
tion ;  but  they,  coming  from  a  sovereign  States 
(and  bdns  himself  the  advocate  of  State  ri^taj 
he  should  urge  a  free  and  fbll  disousNon  ood- 
ceming  them,  as  having  a  higher  claim  tiian 
the  petitions  of  infatuated  individuals.  As  aa 
advocate  of  State  rights,  he  wonld  not  feel  him- 
self bound  to  vote  against  bearing  these  resoln- 
tions,  bnt  as  a  Southern  man,  feeling  his  dearest 
privileges  so  dangerously  assailed,  he  could  not 
vote  for  their  reception.  Thus  trammelled  as 
ho  was,  he  felt  unwilling  to  leave  the  field,  and 
in  order  to  obtain  a  right  to  present  his  own 
views,  he  had  prepared  these  resolations  as  best 
adapted  for  the  purpose,  by  presenting  an  an- 
tagonist course.  His  wish  was  to  Uat  the  en- 
tire strength  of  the  Senate  on  the  sul^eet,  and 
to  decide  whethv  any  neutral  sround  ocnld  be 
adopted,  on  which  to  rally,  and  check  this  dan- 
gerous and  fatal  doctrine.  It  waa  tiie  me  and 
the  only  one,  as  he  before  observed,  of  snffit^ent 
magnitude  to  endanger  the  Union,  uid  this  al- 
ready had  force  enough  to  shake  our  political 
system  to  its  very  centre.  On  one  side,  there 
waa  a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  North,  who 
assert  and  maintiUn  that  our  domestic  inatitu- 
tiona  are  sinful  and  immoral.  On  the  other  we 
claim  our  institutions  as  secured  to  us  ODdor 


Mr.  CatkomU  Bacboiom. 
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the  constttattoD,  which  we  will  not  Btiffer  them 
to  interfere  irith,  and  there  was  the  point  at 
iasne. 

Ur.  MoBBU  asked  to  take  the  Tote  on  each 
sroarate  amendment.  The  resolntions  in  them- 
BUTes  were,  to  his  mind,  broad,  swe^iog,  and 
denanciatoi7.  What  was  the  object  of  these 
resolQtioQB?  Was  it  not  that  a  free  disoaasioo 
on  an  important  qaestion  should  not  only  be 
discountenanced,  bat  silenced  hj  a  vote  of  that 
body?  Thej  were  partial  in  their  bearing,  speak- 
ing  on  one  side,  and  not  on  the  other.  Mr.  K. 
for  one,  did  not  believe  that  Sonthem  rights 
existed  antagonistic  to  those  of  aoj  other  por- 
tion. Why  talk  of  attacks  on  Southern  inter- 
ests and  Sonthem  feelings  f  Such  sentiments 
might  lead  to  geographical  distincUons,  bnt 
could  never  lead  to  the  peace  and  happiness  q£ 
the  whole  country.  21r.  JL  professea  himadf 
a  State  rights  man,  and  had  as  high  a  devotion 
to  the  Union  as  oar  one ;  bnt  he  did  not  agree 
with  tlM  views  of  the  Senator,  that  this  Bepub- 
Ho  was  a  Oonfederacy  of  separate  and  inde- 
pendent States.  He  considered  the  constitu- 
tioa  to  be  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  united 
voice  of  the  people.  Mr.  M.  wished  to  know 
what  tlie  Senator  from  South  Carolina  meant 
by  interfering  with  domestic  policy  t  Wonld 
that  gentleman  contend  tbE^  becaose  he  (Mr. 
M.)  tuked  of  slavery  in  the  abstract  as  a  moral 
sin,  that  he  should  have  his  rights  abridged  I 
Freedom  of  speech,  of  the  press,  and  the  sacred 
right  of  petition,  were  aU  sought  to  be  pnt 
down  at  one  fell  awdop.  If  we  conid  not  meat 
together  uid  discuss  anttjeeta  and  compare  con- 
ditions with  others,  for  evU  or  for  good,  we 
should,  instead  of  progressing  in  our  high  dee- 
tiny,  rotrt^p-ade,  and  be  the  merest  ciphers. 

Mr.  Allbn  sn^ested  that  it  m^ht  be  as  well 
to  strike  ont  the  word  reUffunu,  as  all  disons- 
sioDs  in  relation  to  it  were,  in  hia  opii^on,  im- 
proper and  not  called  for. 

Mr.  Calbouit  sud  that  the  whole  spirit  of 
the  resolution  hinged  upon  that  word. 

Ifr.  MoBBis  moved  to  strike  ont  the  words 
"  mural  or  religious  on  which  be  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Hr.  Pbbstos  thongbt  the  difficult  might  he 
obviated  by  letting  we  resolntion  read,  **  under 
any  pretence  whatever." 

Mr.  Oalhottn  objeoted.  This  spirit  of  aboli- 
tion was  nothit^  more  than  that  fanaticism 
that  had  carried  thousands  of  victims  to  the 
stake.  What  aroused  that  demoniacal  spirit^ 
bnt  the  opinion  that  the  fiuth  of  one  man  was 
criminal  in  tlie  sight  of  another.  Here  the 
same  spirit  was  attempted  to  be  revived,  under 
the  name  of  abolition,  and  he  tmsted  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  nation  to  pnt  it  down.  It 
was  impossible  for  him  to  oonsent  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  his  oolleagne.  The  South  had  be«i 
as»Uled  upon  the  prindple  that  davery  was 
wioked  and  immonl :  and  oonld  we  meet  it 
with  snch  a  milk-and-water  measure,  as  that 
"  under  any  preUxt  uAotMwr,"  which,  to  his 
nund,  was  oeprivli^  it  of  its  ywj  «smuw. 


[jAimABT,  1888. 

Mr.  BtroHAiTAN  would  express  his  opinion  as 
firmly  and  decidedly  as  any  mu,  in  matioa  to 
the  subject ;  not  wishing  to  excite  prejndioea 
in  the  miada  of  any,  he  tboni^t  the  reaolntitm 
quite  as  strong  with  the  modification  as  with- 
out It 

Mr.  Allen  was  unwilling  that  there  should 
be  any  allusion  to  religion  in  any  way  what- 
ever ;  it  was  not  a  subject  for  discnsuon  in 
the  L^slatnres  of  States  or  in  the  Senate; 
it  was  a  matter  left  entirely  to  the  ^tizen  him- 
self. 

Mr.  YouNo  thought  nothing  short  of  the  res- 
olutions of  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina 
would  have  the  desired  effect.  Be  had  many 
friends  in  Illinois,  who  were  decided  Aboliti<at> 
ists,  with  whom  he  had  reasoned  on  tiie  danger 
of  their  coarse  to  the  Union,  to  which  all  were 
iriitached ;  but  with  them  it  was  considered  a 
reli^ons  duty  they  had  to  perform ;  and  hence 
was  of  opinion  that  the  jvovision  ought  not  to 
be  stricl^n  ont. 

Mr.  BA.TABD  took  a  constitntlonel  view  of 
the  question ;  and,  though  he  denoanced  the 
spirit  of  abolition  as  dangerous  and  wicked  in 
the  extreme,  yet  he  did  not  feel  himself  author- 
ized to  vote  for  the  resolutions.  If  the  doc- 
trine contained  in  them  was  correct,  then  nul- 
lification was  correct;  and,  if  passed,  might 
hereafter  be  appealed  to  as  a  preoedeot  in  Caw 
of  that  doctrine. 

Mr.  Oalhouit  wished  merely  to  cover  the 
common  creed  of  the  State  rights  party,  and  he 
had  appealed  to  gentlemen  directly  antagonists 
to  him,  that  if  they  saw  any  thing  in  the  reso- 
lutions tt  all  savoring  of  what  had  been  suff- 
gested  by  the  Senator,  he  would  immediatuy 
pass  Ids  pen  Uirough  it. 

Mr.  LuMPKiH  was  in  favor  of  the  resolutions, 
and  retaining  them  as  orinnally  drafted  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina.  He  still  believ- 
ed that  there  were  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
North  sincerely  atta<^ed  to  the  Union,  and  hod 
neither  part  nor  lot  in  these  mischievous  pro- 
ceedings. 

On  Mr.  Monms^s  motion  to  strike  out  the 
words  "moral  and  reli^ne^"  there  appeared— 
yeas  14,  nays  81. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  first  res* 
olution,  and  carried, — yeas  81,  nays  18. 

Mr.  Webster  admitted  the  necessity  of  some 
definite  action  on  the  subject  on  the  part  of 
Congress;  but  his  objection  to  the  adoption 
of  the  resolutions  now  nnder  consideration  was 
based  solely  on  the  belief  that  they  were  at  va- 
riance with  the  correct  interpretation  of  the 
constitution.  Though  the  States  might  have 
certain  vested  rights,  yet  they  were  such  as 
were  strictly  of  a  local  natnre,  and  limited  in 
their  extoit  to  strict  oomplianoe  with  oonstitu- 
tional  proriuons. 

If  the  resolutions  set  fbrth  that  aU  dmnestio 
institutions,  except  bo  fitf  as  the  constitnticm 
mi^t  intend  and  any  intermeddling 'there- 
with by  a  State  or  individual,  was  contrary  to 
the  f^rit  <»r  the  confederacy,  and  was  therebj 
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Qkgal  and  m^vat^  h«  would  give  tliem  hii 
henty  and  oheultal  rapport. 

The  OonAderaoy^  otHud  nevw  bare  elated 
without  this  prevuliog  power  of  the  con^tu- 
tioD,  aE^  ooQld  DO  longer  exist  without  ita  con- 
ttanaDoe.'  It  was  difSonlt  to  define  what  do- 
mestie  institntions  were  without  the  pale  of  the 
oonstittttion.  Jndioatore  was  one  of  the  class, 
and  so  with  commerce,  except  inasmnch  as  the 
making  of  treaties  was  concerned.  Yet  it  was 
not  BO  aa  regards  davery.  It  was  the  express 
power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  davra,  though  the  institation  was  in  itself 
guaranteed  by  the  constitaUon. 

fftheresglntioDBOoaldbe  modified  to  meet 
the  oonalitntiMial  reqnintioiu,  aaBtttinff  that 
1^  ooiutltaticm  pfrmiittd  aUTaiT,  and  pro- 
tected the  iiutitntirai,  he  would  then  vote  for 
them.  An  assertion  here  that  the  constitntion 
cannot  meddle  with  domestic  institations,  if 
■^ported,  utterly  deprives  it  of  power  or 

lii.  Oalhottn  assamed  that  there  were  now 
many  institations  so  far  domestic  as  to  be 
whoUy  within  the  control  of  States  wherein 
titey  existed.  Sooh  was  negro  slavery.  The 
gentleman's  views  evidently  differed  materially 
from  his.  No  one  oonld  sapport  an  argoment 
against  his  views  req>ecting  slavery.  Be  oonld 
name  a  long  oatalt^ne  of  imtitationB  controlled 
whoDy  by  States  on  the  same  ground.  He 
would  not,  In  estaUisUng  m6h  control,  inquire 
'  and  mark  ont  the  dividing  Bne  of  public  opin> 
ion  In  the  premises.  It  was  alike  the  sacred 
right  of  all,  whether  of  the  North  or  South. 
These  rights,  were  institutions  growing  out  of 
the  constitution,  and  which  must  be  maintain- 
ed, and  conld  never  be  meddled  with  by  others, 
but  wiUi  the  greatest  dai^er  to  the  Oonftd- 
wacy. 

Ur.  Wkbstbie  inferred  from  the  gentleman's 
argument,  that  the  question  was  not  whether 
tiiere  were  not  some  domesHo  institutions  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  constitution,  but  it  claims 
that  all  such  were  beyond  ita  control.  ■ 

Ur.  OALaotnr  had  no  objection  to  striking 
ont  off  to  meet  the  views  m  the  Senator  from 
Uassaohnsetta. 

Ur.  HoBBU  moved  to  strike  ont  certain 
words  in  the  second  resolution ;  lost — yeas  12, 
nays  82. 

Mr.  SouTBASD  olijeoted  to  fiirther  amend- 
ment. There  was  now  nothing  left  of  the 
second  resolution  but  simply  a  declaration  that 
the  States  "  have  Just  what  rights  they  have." 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  seocMid  rraolotion,  and  carried— yeas  81, 
niyaQ. 


FBID1.T,  January  ft. 

Duturhaneet  on  &e  Northern  Prontia: 

The  Chaib  communicated  the  following 
Hessage  fhun  the  Fmddoit  of  the  United 
States: 


[26th  Como. 

T»  Ik*  Bmatt  and 

Sotm  o/  Repntmiatievi  cf  the  United  SiaUs  : 

Recent  experienoe  on  the  soatbero  boundary  of 
the  United  Sutea,  and  the  events  now  daily  occur- 
ring on  our  northern  frontier,  have  abundantly  shown 
that  the  existing  laws  ore  insuflSdent  to  guard  against 
hostile  iovB^on,  ftom  the  United  States,  of  the  terri- 
tory of  fiiendly  and  neighboring  nations. 

The  lava  in  force  provide  sufficient  pensltleB  for 
the  pmdshment  of  such  offences,  after  they  have 
been  committed,  and  provided  the  parties  can  be 
found ;  bat  the  Executive  is  powerieas  in  many  caaca 
to  prevent  the  oommifloon  of  them,  oven  when  in 
pomenaion  of  ample  evidence  of  an  intention  on 
thepart  (tf  eril-diipoaed  pnacms  to  violate  oar  laws. 

Totir  Bttentiw  is  called  to  thb  defect  in  our  le^ 
latitHk  It  is  tppmnA  that  the  Executive  onfi^t  to 
be  dothed  with  adequate  power  effectually  to  restrain 
all  persons  within  our  jnr^dictioa  fivm  ^e  commis- 
sion of  acta  of  this  character.  They  tend  to  distntb 
the  peace  of  the  country,  and  inevitably  involve  the 
Government  in  perplexing  controverdea  with  fcoeira 
powMS.  Z  recommend  a  carefol  revision  of  all  ua 
laws  now  In  f<»ce,  and  snoh  ad^tional  enactdaenta  aa 
may  be  necessary  to  vest  in  Ae  Executive  full  power 
to  prevent  injuries  being  inflicted  open  nej^boriw 
nations  by  ue  unauthorized  and  milavftal  acts  m 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  of  other  persons 
who  may  be  within  our  joiisdiction,  and  Boiyeoi  to 
oereoDtrd. 

In  lUnstratkm  at  these  view^  and  to  show  Hbrn 

neceedty  of  an  eariy  action  on  the  part  of  Ctmgrea, 
I  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from 
the  Uarshal  of  the  northern  district  of  New  Torfe, 
who  liad  been  directed  to  repair  to  the  frontier,  and 
take  all  authorized  measures  to  secure  the  faithful 
execution  aC  existing  kin. 

■     M.  VAN  BOBEy. 
WAsmiTOTON,  Jamutry  6,  18S8. 

Mr.  Ol^t  rose  to  express  his  foil  oooTiction 
of  the  necesdty  of  some  early  action  on  this 
important  subiect  Ko  spectacle  could  be  more 
revolting  to  the  feeliogs  of  a  free  people,  tiian 
a  war  either  among  themselves  or  with  another 
country.  The  views  of  the  Executive  met  hb 
highest  approbation,  but  it  was  the  dnty  of 
Congress  to  examine,  and,  if  the  existing  laws 
were  not  adequate  to  prevent  the  alleged  inter- 
Arenoe  of  our  dtizena,  others  should  be  ftnth- 
with  enacted  tar  the  fall  aooomplishmenl  of  an 
object  so  desirable.  Hr.  0.  adverted,  in  con- 
nection, to  the  vexatious  and  noaettied  state  of 
our  Northern  bouDdarr,  which  state  of  things 
tended  to  increase  the  danger  which  now 
threatened  na. 

If  the  people  of  this  ranntry  choose  to  re- 
nounce their  oitizenship,  it  was  perhaps  allow- 
able ;  but  any  interference  with  a  rebelUoa  in 
a  country  with  which  we  were  at  peace,  should 
meet  the  earliest  attention  of  oor  Qovermneat 
We  might,  as  citizens,  freely,  and  in  any  man- 
ner we  thought  proper,  ez|nesB  fmr  sympathies 
with  either  bellig^nt  party,  but  in  no  case 
lend  them  aid  or  countenance. 

He  hoped  that  to  whatever  committee  the 
Bulject  might  be  refured,  they  would  examine 
whether  or  not  the  uition  of  our  citizens  hail 
not  been  limited  to  stone  diqiated  territoiT',  or 
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whether  vnoa.  monitioiu  of  wb^  or  suppliea, 
had  hew  ftaniuhed,  and  which,  if  proved  troe. 
saeh  condoot  must  he  viewed  h^  GoTemment 
u  in  the  highest  d^ree  reprehensible. 

Vx.  Calhoun  faoa  felt  from  the  be^nnlng  of 
the  tooubles  Id  Oanada  the  greater  anxiety, 
and  a  fear  that  it  might  result  in  difficulties  to 
HluB  oonntry.  He  hoped  the  existing  laws,  pro- 
hibiting the  interference  of  onr  citizena^  vonld 
he  rigidlj  enforoed;  and  if,  on  ezammation, 
ihej  should  be  found  insnfficient  to  meet  the 
esgenoies  of  the  case,  that  new  ones  wonld  be 
Bpeedilj  enacted.  He  wonld  set  forth  in  the 
strongest  light  the  terrible  conseqaences  of  a 
war  with  Great  Britain  at  the  present  time. 
He  luved  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  the 
neoessitf  of  otothing  the  ^zecative  with  all 
needfbl  actional  power,  if  the  laws  in  force 
were  in  tbia  reject  too  lindted.  He  moved 
the  referwoe  to  the  Oommittee  on  Fordgn 
Relations. 

After  some  remarks  bj  Mr.  Behton  in  f^vor 
of  the  motion  to  oomndt,  the  documents  were 
re&rred  to  Uie  Oommittee  on  Fwdgn  Belatifms. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVBa 

UoHDAT,  Janoary  8. 

Mmag«  fmn  the  Prmidmt—Britii^  /neoiim 
i(f  Aaurioan  Soil— Attack  on  tie  Caroline, 

The  following  Message,  in  writing,  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Present  of  the  United  States. 
To  Ou  Senate  and 

Hotm  of  Jtepreteniaiives,  United  Statet : 

Tn  the  highly  exnted  state  of  feeling  on  the 
northern  frontier,  occuioned  by  the  disturbances  in 
Canada,  it  was  to  be  ^iprehended  that  causes  qf 
complaint  mi^t  arise  on  the  line  dividing  the  United 
States  from  ber  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions.  Ereiy 
piecMititm  was  therefwe  takan  on  our  part  authorixed 
by  the  existing  laws,  and  aa  the  troops  (tf  the  pror- 
inoes  were  embodied  on  tiie  Canadian  ride,  It  waa 
hoped  that  no  serions  violation  t£  the  rights  of  the 
United  States  would  be  pennitted  to  occur.  I  r^ret, 
however,  to  inform  you  tliat  an  outn^  of  a  most 
aggravated  oharacter  lias  been  committed,  accom- 
panied by  a  Iiostile  tluragh  temporary  invasion  of  our 
tenitocy,  wodadng  tiie  strongest  fbdlngs  of  resent- 
ment on  the  part  or  onr  catisens  in  the  nogbboriiood, 
and  in  the  whde  border  line,  and  that  the  excitement 
meTionaly  ezistiiu;  has  beoi  alaimingly  increesed. 
To  guard  agunst  vua  posrible  recuneuoe  of  any  nmi- 
lar  act,  I  have  thought  it  indi^tensable  to  call  out  a 
portion  of  the  militia  to  be  posted  on  that  frontier. 
The  documents  herewith  presented  to  Cmgreas,  show 
the  diaraeter  of  the  oatrage  CMnmitted,  ttw  measures 
taken  In  oonseqaence  of  its  occurrence,  and  the  ne- 
oesaity  for  resOTtlng  to  theoL 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  the  subject  was  immedi- 
ately brought  to  the  notice  of  tlie  British  mimster 
accredited  to  this  country,  and  the  proper  steps  taken 
on  our  part  to  obtain  tiw  fullest  infonuation  of  all 
the  circumstances  leading  to  and  attoidant  upon  the 
tnnsution,  prqwratory  to  a  demand  fixr  rq)ara- 
ti(ML  I  a»  snch  qiimmiatiotis  as  tile  drcoBistBiices 
fat  vUdi  our  conattT  is  tim  nneneotedly  plaosd 
reqaftre.  H.  VANBUBEN; 

VanmiToii,  Jan.  8, 16S8. 


fkil^Atineh  m  Ate  Carotim.  [Jatout,  1888. 

JTr.  Jiaysra    lAs  PMsMmt 

BtrvTALO,  Dec  S(^  18lf. 
Sn:  Our  whole  frontier  Is  hi  oommotioa,  and  I 
fear  it  will  be  difficult  to  restrain  our  dttaens  fi«n 
reven^ng,  1^  a  resort  lo  arms,  tUs  flagrant  invsrion 

of  our  territory.  Every  thing  that  can  be  done  wfU 
be  by  the  pubUc  authorities  to  prevent  so  iiyudicious 
a  movement  The  respective  sherifi  of  Erie  and 
Nl^;am  liave  taken  the  responailMlity  of  calling  out 
the  militia,  to  guard  the  frontier,  and  prevent  any 
fbrtfaer  dqnedations. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  oouEdderation, 

Your  obediojt  servant, 

H.  W.  ROGERS, 
District  Attorney  for  Erie  coon^. 

Stah  OV  Nsw  Tobc,  Ifiagara  tomtiVy  u. 

Oilman  A|qtlaby,  of  the  city  of  Buffido,  being 
sworn,  says,  that  he  left  the  port  of  Buflalo  on  the 
morning  of  the  S9tb  instant,  in  the  steamboat  Caro- 
line, owned  by  William  Wells,  of  Buf&lo,  and  bound 
for  Schlosser,  upon  the  east  ode  of  the  Kiagam  River, 
and  witUn  tiw  United  States.  That  this  deponent 
commanded  the  said  Caroline,  and  that  she  waa 
cleared  from  Buffido  with  a  view  to  nin.between  said 
Bu&Io  and  Schloeser,  carry  passengem,  freight,  etc. 
That  this  deponent  caused  the  e^d  Caroline  to  be 
landed  at  Black  Rock,  on  her  way  down ;  and  that, 
white  at  Black  Bock,  this  depfment  caused  the  Amer- 
ican flag  to  Im  run'  up ;  and  that,  soon  after  leaving 
Black  BoA  faari>or,  a  volley  of  musketry  waa  dls- 
charged  at  the  Caroline  from  the  Canada  shore,  bat 
without  injury.  Tliat  the  said  Caroline  continued 
her  course  down  the  Niagara  lUver  nnmoleslod,  and 
lauded  outride  of  certain  scows  or  boots  attached  to 
Nary  Island,  where  a  number  of  passengers  disem- 
barked, and,  as  tills  deponent  supposes,  certain  arti- 
cles of  freight  were  landed.  That  from  this  pofait 
the  Carolina  rsa  to  BcUosser,  arriving  tiiere  at  tinee 
o'dotk  In  the  afternoon ;  ttatt,  l)etween  tide  time  and 
dark,  the  Caroline  made  two  trips  to  Navy  Ucnd, 
landhig  as  before.  That,  st  about  At  o'clodt  in  the 
evening,  this  deponent  caused  the  s^d  Caroline  to 
be  landed  at  Schloaser,  and  made  fast  with  diains  to 
the  dock  at  that  place.  That  the  crew  and  offioMS 
of  the  Caroline  numbered  ten,  and  tbirt,  hi  the  ooun 

the  evening,  twenty-three  mdiriduala;  all  of  irtwm 
were  citizens  of  the  United  States,  came  on  board  of 
the  Caroline,  and  requested  this  deponent  and  otiier 
otBcers  of  the  tioat  to  pomit  Hiem  to  renuun  on 
board  during  the  night,  as  they  were  unable  to  get 
lodgings  at  the  tavern  near  by ;  these  requests  were 
acceded  to,  and  tite  penons  thus  coming  on  board 
retired  to  rest,  as  did  also  all  of  the  crew  and  officers 
oi  the  Caroline,  except  such  as  were  stationed  to 
watch  during  the  night  That  about  midnight,  this 
deponent  waa  informed  by  one  of  the  wateh  that 
several  boats  filled  with  men  were  making  towards 
the  Caroline  from  the  river,  and,  this  deponent  im- 
mediately gave  the  alarm,  and  before  be  was  able 
to  reach  the  deck  the  Canjine  was  boarded  by  some 
seventy  or  eighty  men,  all  of  whom  were  aimed. 
That  tltey  immediately  oommenoed  a  wnftre  with 
mnskets,  swords,  and  eutlasses,  upon  the  defenoe- 
leas  crew  and  passengers  d  tiie  (^uolioe,  tmdsr  a 
fierce  cry  (tf  "  Q — d  damn  them,  give  them  no  quar- 
ters; kill  everyman;  firel  flrel'*  That  the  Caro- 
line was  abandoned  without  resistance,  and  the 
only  eflbii  made  by  dther  the  crew  or  passBiigen 
seemed  to  b«  to  escape  slaughter.  That  this  depo- 
nent narrowly  awMfed;  having  reeetved  aavend 


Digitized  by  Google 


674 


ABRIDGMENT  07  THS 


Jamitabt,  18S8.] 


BritiA  Invatiem  ^  AmeniuM  Soil — Attack  on  tS»  Canlm«. 


[20th  Coto. 


wounds,'  von^  of  wUidi,  however,  ue  of  a  serious 
diaracter.  ^tat  immediateljr  after  the  Caroline 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  armed  force  who  boarded 
her,  Bhe  was  set  on  fire,  cut  loose  from  the  dock, 
was  towed  into  the  current  of  the  river,  there  aban- 
doned, and  800Q  after  descended  the  Niagara  Falls ; 
that  thia  deponent  has  made  vigilant  seaitm  after  the 
lndiTl<hiaIs,  thirty-three  in  nnmher,  who  are  known 
to  have  t)een  on  the  Caroline  at  the  tome  she  was 
boarded,  and  twenty-one  only  are  to  be  found,  one 
of  whom,  to  wit,  Amos  Durfee,  of  Buffido,  was  found 
dead  upon  the  dock,  having  received  a  shot  from  a 
musket,  the  ball  of  which  penetrated  Uie  back  part 
of  the  head,  and  came  out  at  the  forehead.  James 
H.  King  and  Captain  C.  F.  Harding  were  seriously, 
though  not  mortally  wounded.  Several  others  re- 
ceived  slight  wounds.  The  twelve  individuals  who 
are  missing,  this  deponent  has  no  doubt  were  either 
murdered  upon  the  steamboat,  or  found  a  watery 
grave  in  the  cataract  of  the  falls.  And  this  depo- 
nent further  says,  that  immediately  after  the  Caro- 
line was  got  into  the  conent  of  the  stream  and  aban- 
dmed,  IS  before  atated,  beacon  Hgfats  were  disoor- 
cred  upon  die  Canada  shore,  near  (Siippewa ;  and 
after  snfBdeitt  time  bad  eUpeed  to  enable  the  boats 
-to  reach  that  shore,  this  deponent  distinctly  heard 
loud  and  vodferous  cheering  at  that  point.  That 
this  deponent  has  no  doubt  mat  the  individuals  who 
boarded  the  Caroline  were  a  part  of  the  British  forces 
BOW  statitKied  at  Chippewa. 

GILMAN  APPLEBY. 

State  ot  Nkw  Yobk,  Niagara  county,  «. 

Charies  F.  Harding,  James  H.  King,  Joshua  H. 
Smith,  William  Seaman,  William  Kennedy,  William 
Wells,  John  Leonard,  Sylvaous  Staring,  and  John 
Hagipr^,  being  sworn,  severally,  depose  and  sa^  that 
they  hare  heard  the  foregoing  affidavit  of  Gilman 
Appleby,  read ;  that  they  were  on  the  Caroline  at 
the  Ume  she  was  boarded  as  stated  in  said  affidavit, 
and  that  all  the  facts  sworn  to  by  sud  Appleby  as 
occurring  after  the  Bald  C^ndine  was-  so  boarded  as 
aforesaid,  are  correct  and  true. 

Mr.  Poinutt  to  Oat.  SeoH. 
DlFABTUin  or  Wao,  Januarjf  S,  1838. 

SiH :  You  will  repair,  widiont  delay,  to  the  Canada 
frontier  of  the  United  States,  and  assume  the  military 
command  there. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  duplicate  letters  to  the 
Govemora  of  the  States  of  New  York  and  Vermont, 
requesting  them  to  call  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  sncn  a  militia  force  as  you  may  deem  neceanry 
for  the  defence  of  that  frontier  of  the  United  States. 

TbiB  power  has  been  confided  to  yon  in  the 
foU  persuasion  that  you  will  ose  it  discreetiy,  and 
extend  the  call  only  so  far  as  circumstances  may 
seem  to  require. 

It  is  important  that  the  troops  called  into  the 
service  should  be,  if  pos^ble,  exempt  from  that 
state  of  exdtement  wUch  the  late  violation  of  our 
territory  has  created,  and  yon  will  therefbre  impress 
upon  the  Oovemots  of  these  border  States  the  propri- 
ety of  selecting  troops  from  a  portion  of  the  State 
distant  from  the  theatre  of  action. 

The  Executive  possesses  no  legal  authority  to  em- 
ploy the  military  force  to  restrain  persons  within  our 
jurisdiction,  and  who  ought  to  bo  under  our  control, 
from  violating  the  laws,  by  making  incursions  into  the 
territory  of  nei^tioring  and  fnendly  nations,  with 
hostile  Intent.  1  can      yon,  thmfore,  no  instrao- 1 


tions  on  Uiat  Butjeet;  but  request  that  you  will  rin 

us  your  influence  to  prevent  such  excesses,  and  to 
preserve  the  character  of  this  Government  for  good 
faith,  and  a  proper  regard  for  the  rights  of  friendly 
powcn. 

The  militia  will  be  called  into  tiie  service  for  Am 
months,  unless  sooner  discharged ;  and  in  your  re- 
quisitions you  will  designate  the  number  ot  men,  and 
take  care  that  the  officers  do  not  exceed  a  dne  pro- 
portion. 

It  is  deemed  important  that  the  adminlatimlivB 
branch  of  the  service  should  be  conducted,  wiwnrcr 
practicable,  by  officers  of  the  regular  army. 

The  disposition  of  the  force,  with  r^vd  to  the 
pt^ts  to  be  occupied,  is  confided  to  your  discretion, 
military  skill,  and  intimate  knowledgia  of  the  coon- 
try  ;  and  the  amount  of  that  force  must  depend  iqtan 
the  character  and  duration  of  the  contest  now  gong 
on  in  Canada,  and  the  dispofdtion  manifested  by  the 
pe^le  and  the  public  authorities  of  that  colony. 

The  President  indulges  a  hope  that  outrages,  sunilar 
to  that  which  lately  occurred  at  Schloeser,  will  not 
be  repeated;  endtiiat  you  will  be  able  to  ""t»tirfn 
the  peace  of  that  frontier  irithoot  hdng  called  upon 
to  use  the  force  whi<dt  has  been  confided  to  joa. 

Mr.  Poituett  to  Oov.  Marty. 
Dkpabtxent  of  Was,  .January  5,  1838. 

Sir:  The  territory  of  the  United  States  having 
been  violated  by  a  party  of  armed  men  from  the 
Canada  shore,  and  apprehenuons  being  entertained, 
from  the  highly  excited  feeUnga  of  bow  parties,  that 
simiUr  outrages  may  lead  to  an  Invarion  of  our  s^ 
the  Promdent  has  thought  proper  to  exercise  the 
authority  vested  in  him  by  law,  and  call  out  eudi  a 
militia  force  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  protect 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  in  consequence,  instructed  by  the  I^eadent, 
to  request  you  will  call  Into  the  service  of  the  U^ted 
States,  and  place  under  the  command  of  Brerct 
H^oi^Genenu  Scott,  such  militia  force  as  be  may  re- 
quire to  be  employed  on  the  Canada  frontier,  Ibr 
the  purpose  herein  set  forth. 

[Same  to  his  Excellency,  Silas  H.  Jbrxisos, 
Governor  of  Vermont,  Uontpelier,  Vermont.] 

Mr.  Fwtyth  to  Mr.  Htx. 

Departmest  ot  State,  Washinffton,  Jan.  6,  1888. 

Sir  :  By  the  direction  of  the  Pre^dent  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  yon  a 
copy  of  the  evidence  fttmished  to  thia  Department  of 
an  extraordinary  outrage  committed  from  Her  &i- 
tannic  Hf^esty's  province  of  Upper  Canada,  on  the  per 
sons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  Stales, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  New  ToriL 
The  destruction  of  the  property,  and  assassination  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  soil  of  New  YoA, 
at  the  moment  when,  as  is  well  known  to  you,  the 
President  was  anxiously  endeavoring  to  allay  thr 
excitement,  and  eamestiy  seeking  to  prevent  any  un- 
fortunate occurrence  on  the  frontier  of  fiatMii^t  has 
produced  upon  his  mind  the  most  painfkil  etuotkM 
of  surprise  and  regret  It  will  necessarily  form  the 
Butyect  of  a  demand  for  redress  upon  Her  Vw^mfs 
Government  This  communication  is  made  to  yon 
under  the  expectation  that,  through  your  instrumen- 
tality, an  eariy  explanaticm  may  be  obtained  from 
the  authMides  of  Uppw  Canada  of  all  the  dicam- 
stanees  of  the  transaction ;  and  that,  by  your  edtioe 
to  than  anthorities^  such  dednve  precautMin  ma^ 
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be  used  as  wiH  render  the  perpetratloa  of  aimilaracts 
hereailer  impofldble.  Not  doabting  the  disporatioa 
of  the  OoTemment  of  Upper  Cuuoa  to  do  its  duty 
in  pnniahlng  the  sggresson  and  preventing  future 
outrage,  the  Prendent,  notwithataading,  has  deemed 
it  seccMary  to  order  a  auffidMitfiHce  on  the  frontier 
to  r^  any  attempt  of  k  like  character,  and  to  make 
known  to  you  that  if  it  should  occur,  be  cannot  be 
ansirmkble  for  the  effects  of  the  Indignatitm  of  the 
ndg^iboiing  peofia  of  the  Uidted  States. 

The  ICessage  havins  been  read, 

Hr.  HowABD  said,  that  seeing  the  Fres!d«it, 
in  the  condosion  of  the  Hessa^,  called  for  an 
appropriation,  he  shottld  move  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  otherwise 
he  shoiJd  have  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  that  so  mnch  of  the 
Message  as  related  to  the  call  for  appropriations 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  <k  Ways  and 
Meims,  and  the  rendne  thereof  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Afiairs.  * 

Mr.  Qtuy  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
cosing  the  deed  which  was  said  to  have  been 
done,  bnt  he  was  opposed  to  any  course  during 
the  present  state  or  things  vbioh  would  have 
the  least  tendency  to  place  us  in  a  wai^e 
poutjon  with  Oreat  Bri^n. 

Mr.  TiLi.raonA8T  thonght  it  extremely  impor- 
tant that  the  feeling  of  excitement  in  the  Korth 
shonld  not  be  further  excited  by  dtscnssiOQS  in 
that  Hall.  No  gentleoum  knowing  the  high 
and  liber^  policy  of  Great  Britain,  conld  sup- 
pose that  she  would  refuse  to  discountenance 
and  deliver  up  those  murderers,  provided  the 
facts  alleged  were  properly  established.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  he  oonsidered  it  highly  neces- 
sary that  onr  citizens  on  the  frontier  onght  to 
be  protected  from  such  attacks,  and  not  to  be 
left  defenceless.  Ho  hoped  that  troops  wonld 
be  sent  immediately  to  preserve  tiie  peace,  and 
lu'event  a  retaliation  from  our  own  people,  if 
possible,  Btm  more  violent  But,  this  state  of 
things  oim^tto  have  been  foreseen  more  than  a 
month  ago,  and  measnres  provided  accordingly. 

Hr.  Bboxson  regretted  to  see  that  there  was 
a  greater  disposition  to  make  war  on  the  Ad- 
ministration than  on  Great  Britain.  He  was 
as  much  averse  to  a  war  with  Great  Britain  as 
any  one,  bnt  he  conld  not  restrain  his  sorprise 
that  geutlemea  shonld  throw  the  whole  blame 
of  the  recent  occurrences  npon  the  Administra- 
tion. He  woold  ask  if  the  Administration  had 
not  done  all  that  was  possible  it  could  do  under 
all  the  dronniBtanoea  of  the  caset  Was  the 
Admiolatration  to  be  blamed  for  the  peculiar 
situation  of  that  portion  our  frontier,  and 
because  a  party  from  the  other  side  had  come 
over  and  murdered  a  number  of  onr  citizens  t 
Until  within  the  last  thirty  days  there  were  no 
indications  in  that  quarter  which  would  au- 
thorize the  Execative  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  were  now  necessary. 

Mr.  RnBTT  thonght  the  House  should,  in  the 
first  place,  look  at  the  matter  calmly,  and  as- 
certain who  was  to  Uameb  Was  it  with  the 
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Administration !  Candor,  certainly,  would  de- 
clare not,  whilst  not  a  regular  soldier  was  avdl- 
able  at  its  command ;  and  the  civil  officers  on 
the  frontier,  who  had  been  called  npon  to 
repress  the  excitement,  appear  by  their  con- 
duct to  have  been  the  instruments  of  increasing 
and  continning  it.  How,  sir,  asked  Mr.  B., 
had  the  difiScuIty  commenced!  Was  it  not 
onnsed  by  a  fugitive  from  Canada,  a  traitor 
according  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  fur  whose 
head  a  price  had  been  offered,  comii^  over  the 
lines  into  the  United  States,  and  in  open  day, 
in  the  streets  of  Buffalo,  by  his  inflammatorr 
speeches,  indncing  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  take  up  arms,  and  assist  in  a  rebellion 
of  the  snbjects  of  a  friendly  power,  who  was 
rightfiilly  endeavoring  to  maintain  her  institn* 
tions  ?  This  fugitive  had  not  only  been  harbored 
and  entertuned  by  us,  but  recruits  from  amongst 
our  citizens  were  openly  mostered  to  his  stand- 
ard. Now,  have  we  forgotten  the  laws  <j£ 
nations  as  we  applied  them  when  Gen.  Jackson 
seized  npon  Fensacola,  because  her  authorities 
harborea  our  Indian  enemy,  and  fomished  theta 
with  munitions  of  war  t  He  then  ably  demon- 
strated, by  the  gentleman  from  Hassaohusetti, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  that  for  such  a  cause 
we  had  a  right  to  take  possession  by  the  sword 
of  the  city  of  a  friendly  nation ;  and  have  the 
citizens  of  Buffitio  done  less  than  the  Governor 
of  Fensacola?  Suppose  the  salyects  of  Great 
Britain  should  gather  together  upon  our  fron- 
tiers, in  combination  with  some  discontented, 
factions  citizens,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
overturning  onr  republican  institutions — how 
would  we  bear  it?  and  how  would  we  tolerate 
the  idea  that  munitions  of  war,  provisions,  and 
fire-arms,  should  be  fomished  these  our  enemies 
by  Bri^sh  subjects!  Unquestionably  we  would 
consider  ourselves  as  grossly  wronged,  and 
would  be  very  slow  in  rec(«nizing  any  spirit 
of  friendship  as  dictating  mai  measures. 

Mr.  Menifee  endeavored  to  Aow  that  greater 
causes  bad  been  at  w<n-k,  previous  to  ^e  attadc 
on  the  steamboat  Caroline,  to  produce  the 

{iresent  state  of  things.  He  alluded  at  some 
ength  to  the  policy  of  this  Government  toward 
Mexico,  which,  he  contendeil,  had  engendered 
a  lawless  and  dishonorable  feeling  in  our  citi- 
zen^ and  had  influenced  their  conduct  in  rela- 
tion to  Canada.  He  was  in  fovor  of  a  reference 
of  the  whole  sntiject  to  committees. 

Mr.  TnOMSPON  said  he  would  not  prejndge 
the  case — ^ho  woold  not  rely  upon  newspapers 
and  ex  parte  ststements  on  uther  side;  he 
wanted  in|^inatioa  In  an  authentio  form.  But 
if  that  statement  Is  true,  (and  the  President 
seems  to  think  it  so,)  it  is  a  cold-blooded,  un- 
mitigated, and  savage  murder  of  unoffending 
American  citizens,  with  circumstances  of  atro- 
city unprecedented  among  civilized  nations, 
even  in  a  state  of  actual  war.  He  sincerely 
hoped  that  there  were  facts  which  would  excuse 
or  explain  the  statement  which  we  now  have. 
If  there  are  not,  no  disclaimer  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Government,  no  atonement  oj  that 
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Government  short  of  a  surrender  to  oar  tri- 
btmals  of  tiie  ferocions  asssMius,  ehoTild,  or 
would  satiny  the  American  people.  The  gentle- 
man  from  Eentaokr  (Mr.  Jfutms}  had  said 
that  there  was  no  danger  of  war;  that  there 
waa  no  principle  inrolved ;  none  ancih  as  the 
rightof searbh.  Ko  prindple  inrolTedl  Great 
God  I  sir,  are  we  to  be  told  that  there  is  no 
principle  involTed  in  the  invarion  of  onr  terri- 
tory vy  a  hoBtile  band  of  another  nation,  and 
the  mnrder,  with  fiendish  atrocity,  of  oar 
deeping  and  nnoffendlag  citizens  ?  Ttie  gentle- 
man has  alluded  to  another  topic,  which,  al- 
though 3(r.  T.  had  anticipated,  he  did  not  e^>ect 
from  that  quarter.  The  gentleman  said  that 
the  course  of  our  Government  towards  Mexico 
had  been  infamous,  cowardly,  but  that  we  were 
now  about  to  be  foroed  by  Englaud,  our  peer, 
onr  equal,  tA  do  that  whiob  our  sense  of  jnatice 
hod  not  prompted  towarda  Mexico.  He  had  no 
wish  to  see  oar  Govemmeat  wnented  in  this 
Uf^t  to  the  mvilized  world.  He  had  watched 
the  course  of  the  Administration  through  the 
wh(de  progress  of  the  war  in  Texas,  and  he 
was  prepared  to  prore  that  our  Government 
had  exerted  every  power  nnder  tiie  oonstitu- 
tion  and  laws  to  enforce  nentrelity. 

The  lawB  upon  that  subject  are,  In  the  main, 
penal,  not  preventive.  There  waa  no  power 
to  prevent  our  citizens  from  expatriating  them- 
selves to  Texas  or  any  other  country,  nor  to 
prevent  them  from  b^ing  arms  in  the  wars 
of  their  new  country.  Such  was  almost,  in 
every  instance,  the  case  with  our  citizens  who 
went  to  Texas.  Not  one  in  one  hundred  has 
gme  there  with  other  Tiewa  thanof  pennanent 
fetOemeot.  The  mAj  law  which  oonld  have 
prevented  this  was  the  act  of  1818,  forbidding 
enlistment  for  foreign  service.  In  all  cases, 
along  oar  whole  bonier,  the  district  attorneys 
were  earnestly  and  repeatedly  urged  to  enforce 
the  law.  If  they  did  not,  it  was  no  fanlt  of 
the  Government  It  resulted  from  a  universal 
•ympathy  of  our  people  with  the  gallant  strug- 
gle of  the  Tezans,  which  rendered  the  enforcing 
the  law  impossible.  Quid  voleant  legea  tine 
nwr^yui.  You  never  can  enforce  a  law  which 
Tiolates  the  general  feeling  of  the  country, 
without  breaking  down  the  most  saored  guar- 
antee of  public  liberty — the  trial  by  juiy.  So 
much,  air,  for  the  inlSunona  violalwHi  n  our 
neutrality,  for  which  the  genfleman  from  Ken- 
tacky  desires  to  see  us  forced  to  a  different 
course  by  the  power  of  En^and.  I  agree  with 
my  friend  and  colleague,  (Mr.  Bmrr,)  in  his 
reprehension  of  the  conduct  of  sipie  of  our 
oitizens  on  the  Canada  frontier.  Their  conduct 
is  not  only  wrong ;  it  is  criminal.  Every  citi- 
zen is  Iwnnd,  in  law  and  in  honor,  to  respect 
the  treaty  stipulations  of  his  Government. 
There  is  scarcely  a  political  crime  more  dan- 
gerous  in  its  consequences  than  a  violation  of 
this  duty.  But  I  do  not  see  justification  or 
excuse  in  the  &ct  of  some  of  our  oitizens  hav- 
ings aa  indlvidaaU,  gone  to  Oanada,  and  enraged 
itttheiumTeetiML  fbrananiwd  bawL  a^to 


l>e  a  portion  of  the  Canadian  army,  invading 
our  soil,  and  murdering  our  citizens  who  were 
innocent  (and  such  is  the  statement)  any 
participation  in  the  war  now  raging  in  Ganads. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  the  previous  gueadon  on 
the  motion  of  r^eroHW ;  whiidi,  bemg  ordered, 
the  qnutlon  was  taken  <m  the  main  questton, 
and  agreed  to, 

IN  8ENJLTE. 

TuxsDAT,  January  9. 
Mmoffefiwn  the  Pr^ideiit — Sritiah  Invasion 
of  American  SoU— Attack  upon  the  OaToUne. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  TTnited  States,  on  the  subject  of  the 
recent  invasion  of  our  territory  on  the  Canada 
frontier,  and  destruction  of  Uie  lives  of  onr 
dtixois,  bj  the  British  authorities  TSpfet 
Oanada. 

[It  is  the  sfune  document  as  that  ^ven  in  the 
House  proceedings  of  yesterday.] 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  that  por- 
tion of  the  Message  which  relates  to  an  appro- 
priation be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  fi- 
nance; and  tiiat  the  other  portion  of  it,  relattog 
to  onr  foreign  afiairs,  be  referred  to  tiie  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations.  While  up,  Hr. 
0.  said  he  must  take  occasion  to  say,  tjiat  he 
did  think  that  the  recent  outrage  c(Hnmitted 
on  the  soil  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the 
lives  of  its  citizens,  was  of  the  most  atrocious 
nature  in  its  character  and  consequenoee — 
wholly  unjustifiable,  and  not  in  the  dightest 
degree  paiHated  by  any  thing  which  pre- 
ceded it  And,  nr,  (sidd  Hr.  0.0  thore  was  a 
character  deliberation  attending  it  wludi 
aggravates  the  enormity.  It  was  in  tlie  dead 
hour  of  the  nvht ;  it  was  from  a  shore  in  a 
b^igerent  oonditionf  and  therefore  in  a  state 
of  constant  watchflilness ;  it  was  after  a  state 
<tf  preparation,  which  must  have  been  at  least 
three  or  four  hours,  showing  that  the  com- 
mander of  the  British  forces  was  apprised  of 
it,  and  the  destination  of  the  attacking  force. 
It  was  altMFether  impossible  that  he  was  igno- 
rant of  t^e  fact  that  this  vessel  was  lying  quietly 
at  andior  within  our  juris^tion,  and  therefore 
in  a  condition  which  could  not  justify  an  attack. 
It  was  under  all  tbese  circumstances  that  the 
attain  was  made.  Nether  the  people  of  the 
United  Bttttes,  in  the  aggr^ate,  nor  those  In 
the  Immediate  neighbomood  of  the  disturbed 
district,  nor  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  had  done  any  thing  to  Justify  this  most 
unparalleled  outrage.  I  want  no  finrtber  eri- 
dence  (said  Mr.  0.)  fhan  that  now  presented  to 
me,  to  satisfy  me  that  there  is  nothing  to  Jnstify 
it  It  was  to  be  regretted  (Mr.  0.  said)  uiat  in 
our  own  history  examples  had  been  fumisbed 
by  which  this  outrage  might  be  palliated. 
"Without,  however,  adverting  to  them,  or  to  any 
recent  occurrences,  he  would  only,  say  that  the 
true  ground  for  a  great  nation  to  place  itself 
on,  was  that  justice ;  that  it  should  respect 
the         of  aU  nttioDfl}  the  weak  as  weu  aa 
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the  powerfol:  and  to  abstua  fix}m  all  acts 
irkicb  might  hereafter  be  brought  op  as  pre- 
cedoDts  agaiiiBt  them.  While  he  made  these 
ramarka,  ne  br  no  means  wished  to  be  under- 
stood as  dealing  to  Idndle  np  a  spirit  tit  -war 
between  this  coQntrT*  and  Great  Britain;  thooj^ 
he  tiioogbt  that  ample,  pnnnpt,  and  ftall  in- 
demnity shoold  be  ^ven  ns.  He  should,  as 
mnch  as  an;*  man,  deplore  a  war  •  but,  looking 
to  the  vast  resonrces  of  our  oonntry,  the  valor 
of  01^  citizens,  and  onr  achievements  in  ionner 
times,  he  wonld  not  fear  the  result 

Mr.  Galhouh  expressed  his  hopes  that,  in  this 
early  stage,  and  \>efcTQ  we  were  folly  advised, 
Uiat  no  attempt  woald  be  made  toezcite  the  feel- 
ings of  the  pablic  bj  debating  the  soltjeot,  which 
mxist  be  the  nMar^  resolt  of  snch  a  coorse. 

The  late  difficolties  on  onr  frontier  might,  by 
Kay  reaaonable  person,  have  been  antiapatel 
There  are  so  many  ties  which  neeesaarily  bind 
the  Ibelings  ot  the  popolation  on  either  and 
both  ^es  of  the  bonndary  line  on  that  part 
of  onr  frontiers,  wludi  has  been  the  scene  of 
bloodshed  and  outrage,  that  any  attempt  by 
either  Government  to  (4>pr«ss  SQch  population, 
woold  call  forth  the  sympathies  of  the  other ; 
and  in  case  of  any  movement  in  Canada,  what 
conld  we  expect  but  that  onr  citizens  would 
take  part  with  the  inhabitants,  even  though 
their  wrongs  were  but  pretended,  in  case  dae 
care  was  not  taken  by  Government  to  prevent 
saoh  iaterference  i 

What  more  distressing  event  coold  come 
than  a  war  between  two  snoh  nations  as  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  t  -  The  fanman 
mind  cannot  oonodve  of  a  greater  ealanuty. 
And  this  inay  be  averted  by  a  carefol  examina* 
Uott  of  an  the  facts  on  both  eddes  of  the  snl^ect 
as  now  presented  for  onr  obnado'ation.  Iteny 
wnmgs  may  have  been  committed  by  oar  citi- 
zens of  which  we  are  now  onadvised,  and  many 
palliations  may  be  prodaoed  in  favor  of  the 
other  side. 

It  would  be  time  enoagh  to  discuss  the 
question  after  the  report  of  the  Ooramittee  on 
Foreign  Relations  should  have  been  heard. 
We  shoold  be  then  better  advised  as  to  a  future 
coarse  of  condnot.  Ur.  C.  implored  the  Senate 
not  to  adopt  any  rash  or  has^  measures. 

Ur.  Bekton  bbU  that  before  this  question 
went  ont  of  the  Senate,  he  must  be  permitted 
to  say  a  aditary  word  aririna  oat  <tf  it.  A 
statement  had  been  made  on  the  other  side  of 
the  chamber,  (by  Mr.  Glat,)  which  he  was 
unwilling  should  so  fortii  to  the  world  unoon- 
tradiotea.  After  ^araeterizing  this  outi'age  in 
very  appropriate  language,  and  in  a  manner  be- 
coming an  American,  the  member  sdd,  as  it  had 
caught  his  ears,  that  "  this  oatrs^  had  a  pre- 
cedent in  our  conduct  towards  other  nations." 
Kow,  lest  the  British  should  derive  an  excase  for 
it,  from  hearing  it  said  in  this  chamber,  that  an 
example  for  this  outrage  had  been  given  by  our 
Oovemment,  he  (Ur.  B.)  would  tue  this  occa- 
sUm  to  say,  emphatioally,  that  he  knew  of  no 
BOich  example  to  be  found  in  oar  history. 
Vol.  Xin>-87 
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TnuESDAT,  January  11. 
'Mr.  CaSioun^a  SeaoluUont, 

The  consideratioa  of  lb.  CAuums'a  rescdn- 
tions  was  resumed. 

Ur.  Olat,  at  the  soggestion  of  Ur.  Skvikb, 
assented  to  an  amendment,  by  striking  oat  the 
clause  relating  to  the  treaty  with  Sp^  of 
1810. 

Hr.  Cut  proposed  further  to  amend,  by 
striking  out  such  parts  as  relates  to  the  Indiana, 
except  in  cases  where,  by  their  influence,  the 
institution  of  slavery  has  extended  north  of  the 
compromise  lino. — (86  deg.  30  min.  N.  lat) 

Ur.  Sbvixb  opposed  thu  motion,  and  on  the 
question  being  taken,  the  result  was : 

TxAB.— Hessrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  BU^, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Keata<^y,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbcrt,  Orundy,  Babbard,  ^im.  If  on.  Ho- 
EesD,  Morris,  Merrick,  NUes,  Norrdl,  neroe,  Prea- 
tiss,  FrestoD,  Rires,  Rosae,  Bobbins,  Onith  of  C<m- 
necticot,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swifl,  Tipton,  Williams, 
and  Toung— 81. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
Lumpkin,  Nit^laa,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Btraage,  Walk- 
er, and  White— 10. 

Mr.  Rites  moved,  as  an  amendment, 

Jietolved,  That  any  interference  with  Ae  snl^eet 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  Statea  in 
which  it  may  exist,  is  inliibited  ^  tin  eonsiden- 
tioDB  in  regard  to  the  rights  and  Interests  of  the  hduN 
Itants  of  said  Territories,  the  security  ibe  dave- 
holding  States,  and  the  danger  to  the  Union,  whidi 
are  mentioned  in  the  preceding  resolution  as  forUd- 
dmg  any  interference  with,  or  action  on,  the  sab- 
jact  of  slavery  in  the  Distriet  of  G<^nmUa;  and  for 
the  fnrttwr  reasm  (hat  the  peqile  of  Aose  Tenhi^ 
rieis  when  adndtted  into  the  Union  as  States,  will  be 
exdosively  entitled  to  decide  the  question  of  the 
existence  of  slavery  ititUn  theb-  respective  Umita  for 
themselves. 

The  question  lesulted  as  follows : 

YzAS. — Messrs.  Calhonn,  Cutltbert,  Fulttm,  Lump- 
km,  Preston,  Rives,  Koane,  Sevier,  Tipton,  and  White 
—10. 

Nats. — ^Measrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Blac^ 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Al^hawift,  City  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Oittenden,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King, 
Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Rives,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Strange,  Swift,  Walker,  Webster,  Wiiliano,  Wright, 
and  Young — St. 

The  resolution  was  amended  so  as  to  read  as 

follows : 

Retoivd,  That  any  attempt  of  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  any  Territory  of  the  United  States  In  whidi 
it  exijrts,  womdeieate  serious  ahum  andjust  anvehen- 
siou  in  the  States  susliining  that  domest  elnstltatkm; 
would  be  a  violatioa  of  good  faith  towards  tte  In* 
habitants  of  such  Territory,  who  have  been  permit- 
ted to  settle  with  and  hdd*  slaves,  because  the  people 
of  such  Territory  have  not  aaked  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  therein,  and  because  that,  when  any  so^ 
lacdtory  shall  he.  admitted  into  the  Uniooi  a»  a 
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State,  (he  people  thereof  will  be  entitled  to  decide 
tiiat  question  exclumvelj  for  themBelve& 

The  qneetion  on  its  adoption,  wfu  earned 
by— 

TCA0. — ^Mesisrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabaina,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Kim,  Norvell,  neroc,  Preston,  Rirea,  Boane,  Rob- 
faHon,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Stnuge,  Walker, 
White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Youi^— 84. 

Kat8.— Messrs.  Clayttm,  DaTia,  Gnmdy,  McKean, 
Frentisa,  BobUoa,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  and  Web- 
tUir—9. 


FmDAT,  January  13. 
Mr.  Calhoun't  Setolutioiu. 

!Ur.  CAtnorN^B  sixth  and  last  resolution  was 
then  taken  up,  when  Hr.  CALBomr  supported  it 
with  a  few  preliminarr  obserratitHis. 

Hr.  Preston  moved  to  1^  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

The  qnestion  was  taken,  and  carried  by — 

Tub. — Ueasrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  CUyton,  Crittenden,  Cuth- 
bert, Davis,  Gnindy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Lyon, 
HcKean,  Uerrick,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Fierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Kres,  Bobbins,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Strange,  SwiftTallmadge,  npton,  Webster, 
WUte,  Williams,  and  Wright— 88. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Folton, 
Lompkin,  Roane,  Robinson,  Serier,  Walker,  and 
Toung — 9. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  these  resolations, 
as  they  passed  the  Senate : 

1.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  the  States  adopting  the  same  acted,  seve- 
nlly,  as  free,  independent,  and  sovereign  States ;  and 
that  eadi,  for  Itself,  by  its  own  voluntary  assent, 
entered  the  Union  with  the  view  to  its  increased 
secority  againat  all  dangers,  dometUe  as  as  fiff- 
rign,  snd  the  more  perfect  and  secure  et^yment  o{ 
its  advanti^es,  natural,  pollUcal,  and  sodaL 

2,  Retolved,  That  in  del^ating  a  portion  of  their 
powers  to  be  exercised  by  Sie  Federal  Government, 
the  States  retained,  scvenilly,  the  exclusive  and  sole 
rig^t  over  their  own  domestic  institutions  and  police, 
to  the  flill  extent  to  which  Aosa  powers  were  not  thus 
delegated,  and  are  alone  respondUe  for  them ;  and 
that  any  intermeddling  of  any  one  or  more  States,  or 
a  combuiation  of  tbdu-  dtisras,  with  the  doiuestic 
institudona  and  police  of  the  ouen,  on  any  ground, 
pc^itical,  moral,  or  religions,  or  under  any  pretext 
whatever,  with  the  view  to  their  alteration  or  suh- 
veidott,  is  not  warranted  the  constitution,  tending 
to  endanger  the  domestic  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
the  States  interfered  with,  subvernve  of  the  objects 
for  which  the  constitution  was  formed,  and,  by  neces- 
sary consequence,  tending  to  weaken  and  destroy 
the  Union  itself 

8.  Jitaolved,  That  this  Government  was  instituted 
and  adq^  by  the  several  States  of  this  Union  as  a 
common  agent,  in  order  to  carry  into  eff^  the 
powers  whkA  they  had  del^ated  by  the  constftDtion 


for  their  mutual  secnrity  and  prosperity,  and  that  In 
fulfilment  of  tUs  high  and  samd  trust,  this  Qovctu- 
ment  is  bound  so  to  exerdse  its  powers,  aa  not  to 
interfere  with  the  stability  and  security  of  the  domes- 
tic institutions  of  the  States  that  compose  the  Union ; 
and  that  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  the  Government  to 
resist,  to  tiie  extent  of  its  cjonstitntional  power,  sB 
attempts  by  one  portion  of  the  Union  to  use  it  as  an 
instrument  to  attuffk  the  domestic  institutionn  of 
another,  or  to  weaken  or  destroy  such  Institutiona. 

4.  Resolved,  That  domestic  slavery,  as  it  vxiste 
in  the  Southern  and  Western  States  of  this  Union, 
composes  an  important  part  of  their  domestic  instiOi- 
tiona,  inherited  from  their  ancestors,  and  existing  at 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  by  which  it  is  recog- 
nized as  constituting  an  importuit  element  in  the 
apportionment  of  powers  among  the  States,  and  that 
no  change  of  opinion  or  feeling,  on  the  put  the 
odi»  States  of  the  Union  in  relation  to  it,  can  joatify 
them  or  their  citizens  in  open  and  systematic  attacks 
thereon,  with  the  view  to  Its  overthrow ;  and  ttnt  all 
such  attadu  are  in  manifest  violation  of  the  mutnai 
and  solemn  pledge  to  protect  and  defend  each  otiier, 
^ven  by  the  States  req)ectively,  on  enteraig  into  the 
constitutional  compact  which  formed  the  Union,  and 
as  such  are  a  manifest  breach  of  futh,  and  a  violation 
of  the  most  solemn  obligations. 

B.  Retolvtd,  That  the  interference  by  the  dtizens 
of  any  of  the  States,  with  the  view  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  this  District,  is  endangering  the  rights  and 
security  of  the  people  of  the  Dlsbict,  and  that  any  act 
or  maasore  of  Ooi4;ress  dedgned  to  aboHdi  alnveiy 
in  this  Dirtrict,  woold  be  a  ifdation  of  the  fldth  lot- 

Slied  in  the  cessions  by  the  States  of  Virginia  and 
[uyland,  a  just  cause  of  alarm  to  the  people  of  the 
slave-holding  States,  and  have  a  direct  and  inevitable 
tendency  to  disturb  and  endanger  the  Union. 

Atid  Resolved,  That  any  attempt  of  Congress  to 
abdish  slaveiy  in  any  Totitoiy  of  the  United  States 
in  which  It  exists,  vroold  create  serious  alarm,  and 
just  iy)prehendon,  in  the  States  sustaining  that  do- 
mestic institution ;  would  be  a  violation  of  good  luA 
towards  tiie  Iniiabltants  of  any  such  Territory  who  bare 
been  permitted  to  settie  with,  and  YaAA  slaves  therdn, 
because  the  people  of  any  socb  Territory  have  not 
asked  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  therein,  and  because 
when  any  such  Territory  diall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  a  State,  the  people  thereof  will  be  entitled 
to  decide  tiwt  question  esdndvely  ftar  fiMnaeiTea. 

The  final  vote  nptm  the  adoptiffli  of  these  rea- 
olutioua,  was: 

Tus.— KeasrSL  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Btad. 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clav  of 
Ken.,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Onmdy,  Bub- 
bard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nidiolas,  Nika, 
Norvdl,  I^erce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,'  Bobinmt, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Ttpton,  Walk* 
er.  White,  Williams.  Wright,  and  Youoe— 8S. 

Kats.— Messrs.  GUytmi,  Da^s,  Knigfat,  UcKnn. 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Smith  ia  Indiana,  Simk,  and  Web- 
ster^. 

[The  debate  on  these  redolutlona  was  deemed  so 
material,  that  each  speaker  drew  up  his  own  remarks 
after  the  emrent  debate  was  pafalidwd,  and  placed 
them  in  the  Ajqpendiz  to  the  CQirent  ddmt^  frosn 
which  they  are  now  token  to  fUIov  fiie  aid^iect  to 
wbiditiwybdMig.] 


Mr.  CbOomV  £sMlatww. 
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■WBDiriflDAT,  Janaarj  3. 
Mr.  CaVmm^t  Betolutiom^ 

The  fleooud  resolation  helng  under  considera- 
tion, and  Ur.  Uobbis  having  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  moral  or  rdl^oiu ; "  on  which 
he  asked  tite  yeas  and  nays — 

Ur.  Yoinra  said  that  he  had  risen  to  request 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Sonth  Oarolina 
(1^.  CALHomt)  to  insist  npoa  the  form  of  the 
resolution  nnder  consideration  as  it  then  was. 
Why,  «r,  strike  out  the  words  political,  moral, 
or  Tvligiouty  wlien  it  is  known,  or  ooght  to  be 
known,  that  this  is  the  Identical  langaage  em- 
ployed by  the  Abolitionists  as  the  pret«zt  for 
mterfertng  with  the  domestio  relations  of  the 
South  1  Shall  we  not  use  tenps  as  forcible, 
and  as  ez[H^iTe  ai  the  objeet  we  have  in  view, 
as  hare  been  used  by  them  ta  propagate 
mlH^ierons  dootrinea,  which  nave  well  nigh 
arrayed  (me  section  <it  the  Union  against  an- 
other? If  Imistake  not,  Hr.  Prerident,  this  is 
also  the  language  of  the  Venaont  retolutiona, 
of  which  we  have  had  notice.  This,  sir,  is  the 
-very  grcmnd  npon  which  the  Abolitionists  plaoe 
the  argument-— that  domestio  slaveir,  in  every 
form,  18  "  uTibeeoming  a  moral  and  religioua  peo- 
ple " — and  npon  this  ground  I  desire  to  meet 
them.  Tea,  nr,  the  question,  if  we  expect  to 
effect  auy  good  purpose  by  those  resolutions, 
should  be  met  promptly  and  directiy.  Oentie- 
men  tell  us  that  the  ol^ecL  aim,  aud  end  of 
these  memorials  is  abdition  in  Ihe  District  <tf 
Ocdnmbia-^othing  more.  Is  this  the  fact,  Hr. 
President  ?  On  the  contrary,  do  we  not  know, 
does  not  every  Senator  know,  tJiat  this  move- 
ment In  the  District,  if  successful,  is  intended 
to  reach  slavery  in  every  part  of  the  ooontry, 
nnder  whatever  form  it  may  exist  ?  It  is  but 
the  entering  wedge  to  their  grand  s^eme  of 
universal  emandpatiort  and  elmation  through- 
out the  country.  Mr.  Fre^dent,  how  can  we 
mistake  the  object,  if  we  look  into  the  numer- 
ous abolition  papers  which  are  continually 
laid  upon  onr  tables,  (from  what  quarter,  or  at 
whose  expense,  I  know  not,)  and  which  are  as 
oonstuitly  filled  with  the  grossest  misrepresen- 
tations and  perveraions  of  the  Sonthem  oharao- 
ter,  as  connected  with  the  domestic  institation 
of  slavery,  as  It  exists  nnder  the  o(Histitnti<m  in 
that  portion  of  fhe  confederacy  t  I  read  these 
papers,  sir;  I  have  oonsiderea  their  purport, 
and  eannot  be  mistaken  in  the  opinion,  that  a 
general  war  (a  moral  and  religion  one  if  you 
choose)  npon  domestic  slavery,  as  it  exists  in 
the  Sonth  aud  South-western  States,  is  intend- 
ed. I  wish  the  gentlemen  from  tiie  Sonth,  in- 
stead of  throwing  them  into  the  fire,  would 
read  them  also,  and  they  will  soon  discover,  if 
they  are  not  already  informed,  the  nature  of 
this  war,  and  the  weapons  to  he  employed  by 
<Hie  of  the  parties  to  the  contest,  the  better  to 
inaore  the  victory.  Yei,  sir,  the  gm-b  (tf  rdi- 
gion  is  to  be  assumed,  and  luider  that  R>eoioa8 
pretext,  the  oonstitntion  Uadf  to  to  be  flzet 


[Jammbt,  1888. 

rent,  and  then  torn  to  pieoM.  Mr.  President,  I 
reside  in  a  non-slaveholding  State ;  the  people 
of  that  Stlite  are  essentially  in  favor  of  emanci- 

Sition,  and  I  am  proud  of  its  tno  institaticms. 
Qt,  sir,  as  much  as  we  prefer  freedom  to  sla- 
very, the  great  mass  of  our  inhabitants  are  as 
decidedly  opposed  to  aU  interference  with  the 
domestic  relations  of  the  other  States  which 
differ  with  as  in  sentiment  on  this  all-impor- 
tant subject  They  regard  slavery  as  it  exists 
under  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States,  as 
not  now  a  debatable  question.  But  the  State 
of  Illinois  has  not  left  her  sister  States  of  the 
South  to  doubt  and  conjecture  as  to  her  posi- 
tion on  this  great  question.  That  State,  by  ita 
Legislature,  has,  in  the  solemn  form  of  resolu- 
tions, as  far  as  she  could  consistentiy  go  with- 
out infrin^Qg  the  constitutional  rights  of  her 
citizens,  stamped  its  seal  of  ^sanprobation  np- 
on the  doctrine  of  modem  AlxmniHusm  in.  all 
its  forms.  • 

I  ti'ust,  sir,  that  the  Senator  from  South  Oar- 
olina (Mr.  Oalhoun)  will  insist  upon  the  reso- 
lution as  it  is,  and  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Mobbib,)  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  moral  or  reliffioua,"  may  not  pre- 
vail. '  Strike  out  the  words  in  the  resoluttcoL 
as  proposed  ^r,  and  it  is  mutilated.  It  woola 
not  meet  the  case  folly  as  it  is  presented. 


TanBK>AT,  Jannaiy  4. 
Jfi'.  G^koun^t  JBeaohttimu, 

The  Senate  banng  resomed  the  condda«tton 
of  the  resolntions  onteed  by  Mr.  Oauooiin,  the 
third  of  the  series  being  before  them, 

Mr.  NosvBix  rose  to  move  that  so  much  of 
the  third  resolution  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Oalhovh,)  as  i^edged 
this  Qovemment  to  give  "  increased  "  atabili^ 
and  security  to  the  domestio  institutions  of  the 
States,  aud  as  pronoonced  it  to  be  its  duty  to 
"  strengthen  "  them,  be  erased  from  the  resoln- 
tion.  It  would  then  read :  "  that  this  Govern- 
ment was  instituted  and  adopted  by  the  several 
States  of  this  Union  as  a  common  agent,  In  or- 
der to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  whidi  thCT" 
had  delegated  by  the  constitution  for  their 
mutual  secnrilT  and  prosperity;  and  that,  in 
fiilfilmrait  of  uda  high  and  sacred  trust,  this 
Government  is  based  so  as  to  exercise  its  pow- 
ers as  not  to  interfere  with  the  stabiHty  and  se- 
curity of  the  domestic  institutions  of  tiie  States 
that  compose  the  Union;  and  that  it  is  the 
Bolenm  duty  of  the  Government  to  resist  all  at- 
tempts by  one  portion  of  the  Union  to  use  it  as 
an  instrument  to  attack  the  domestic  institu- 
tions of  another,  or  to  weaken  or  destroy  such 
institutions." 

Slavery  in  this  country  was  entirely  a  domes- 
tic question.  Congress  could  not  touch  it. 
The  States  in  which  slavery  was  still  tolerated 
had  never,  even  by  implication,  given  up  any 
poitkni  of  Hbsir  exclusive  power  over  the  whole 
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■nliiect.  Thffr  eoold  not,  with  uaj  regard  to 
their  own  nm^,  permit  it  to  be  drawn  into 
questioi  hf  thor  nster  States,  or  hj  iba  Gen- 
eral  GoTenunent  It  was  not  a  subject  open  to 
discasBi(m  with  a  view  to  l^islation  anywhere 
bat  in  the  States  recognizing  and  snffering  the 
existence  of  slaverf.  Kor  could  Congress,  in 
fain  opinion,  either  constitntionallj,  or  consist- 
ently with  the  public  faith,  aboli^  it  In  the 
District  of  (Tolumbia,  unless  the  people  of  the 
District  desired  it,  and  petitioned  for  it.  The 
District  was  ceded  to  Congress  by  the  States 
of  Viifcinia  and  Maryland,  on  the  condition  that 
the  rights  private  property,  as  before  ezis^ 
ing,  wexato  be  held  sawed;  and  the  United 
fitates  reo^ved  the  oessbn  npon  that  eonditimi. 
Tlie  power  granted  to  Oongivu,  to  "ezeroise 
exdouTe  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
over  the  District,"  conferred  no  authority  to 
violate  the  pablio  fiuth,  or  to  take  from  its  in- 
habitants their  property  without  their  consent. 
It  simply  and  dearly  meant,  that  legislative 
powers  could  be  exerdsed  by  no  other  body 
than  Congress  over  the  District  It  meant  no 
more.  It  did  not  mean  that  Congress  conld 
pass  any  law  dictated  by  its  arbitrary  will  and 
pleasure,  in  violation  of  the  right  of  property, 
or  of  any  other  right  asserted  in  the  acta  of 
oession  to  the  Unitwl  States.  If  Haryland  and 
Virgi'ua  had  imagined  that  this  qnertion  would 
have  been  here  nused,  they  wooid  never  have 
ceded  the  District. 

Bnt  taking  views,  as  he  did,  of  the  subject, 
he  could  not  agree  to  confer  upon  this  Govern- 
ment, by  implication,  any  right  to  give  iTiorwu- 
td  stability,  seonrity,  and  stren^  to  the  do- 
meetio  institution  of  slavery  m  any  of  the 
States.  He  was  not  willing  to  pledge  this 
Government  so  to  administer  its  o££^  as  at  all 
to  interfere,  on  one  side  or  the  other,  with  a 
subject  wliich  the  constitution  had  not  confided 
to  It.  The  S6nth  cannot  desire  this.  All  that 
the  South  asks  on  this  anhjeot  is  to  let  her 
alone.  Tothisextenthewonldoheerfbllypledge 
the  GoTfimmesit.  He  would  commit  it,  mind 
and  sonl,  to  snitain  oautitntion  as  it  was ; 
to  protect  the  ittstitntioni  and  the  interests  of 
every  part  of  the  Union,  so  &r  as  its  oonstitn- 
tional  powers  would  antiiorise  it  to  go  fiv  that 
purpose.  The  resolntiou,  amended  as  he  pro- 
posed, was  BtavDg  enonm. 

Hr.  CALHOtrN  entertamed  every  sentiment  o£ 
re^>ect  for  the  feelings  of  tiie  Senator  from 
Michigan,  (Mr.  NoRVELL.)  He  believed  his  feel- 
iogs  were  sound  throughout,  and  were  based 
upon  sound  polic;^.  He  begged  leave  to  state 
bis  reasons  for  inserting  the  words  "  the  seve- 
ral States,"  eto.  It  was  his  belief  that  in  many 
things  it  was  admitted  by  the  General  Govern- 
mrat  tiiat  the  States  had  separate,  distinct,  and 
vested  ocHutitntional  rights.  In  this  belief  and 
nnderatanding,  thwe  had  so  long  existed  a  gen- 
eral good  feeling  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, their  acta  were  in  all  things  correlative, 
and  were^  so  for  as  they  acted  tog^er,  pro- 
moting individual  and  confedecatiTe  xigbt^  by  | 
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which  course  of  action  each  ever  stren^ened 
the  otiier,  and  tended  to  produce  imum*  and 
harmony  titrougbout ;  and,  what  was  mor^  it 
tended  to  uphold  the  domestic  institutions  of 
the  States. 

Every  one  must  admit,  continued  Mr.  0.,  that 
the  quarantine  laws  were  wholly  under  the 
State  control,  while  the  laws  of  commerce  were 
controlled  wholly  by  Congress;  yet  the  two 
were  inseparable,  and  each  depended  upon  the 
other.  Congress  never  clumed  a  right  to  in- 
terfere in  the  regulation  of  one  branch,  nor  did 
the  Government  of  the  several  States  deny  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  over  the  oQier. 

During  the  French  Bevolution,  an  insoireo- 
tim  ^£e  out  in  the  Frandi  colony  of  St.  Do- 
mingo am<nig  the  blacks.  There  waa  a  danger 
ot  intercourse  ^nd  interference  of  the  blacks  aa 
the  idmd  and  those  of  oar  States.  To  prevent 
this,  State  laws,  prohibiting  snoh  intercourse, 
were  passed.  These  laws  were  sanctioned  by 
Congress. 

Tha«  was  a  strong  analogy  in  this  case  to 
the  one  now  under  discussion.  Congress  had 
here  passed  laws  dlstinctiy  to  meet  ttie  views 
of  the  States.  In  farther  illustration  he  would 
cite  the  laws  and  regulation  of  the  port  of 
Charleston:  hiu  position  was  here  ^11  more 
strengthened.  He  alluded  to  tJie  prolubition 
of  block  Bfulors  on  board  vessels  tniding  with 
that  port.  Oongewa  had  yielded  and  fiuly  »- 
B«atoa  to  ttie  provintms  of  the  law,  and  even 
tha  British  Government  bad  assented,  and  ac- 
kaowledged  the  propriety  of  snch  enactments 
and  TQgnlations.  Having  said  this  much,  for 
the  purpose  of  convincing  his  fiiend  from  Mich- 
igan, (Mr.  NoBTELL,)  he  should  look  with  the 
.  ^atest  confidence  for  his  vote  in  support  of 
the  resdiutiou,  without  his  ■  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  NopvBLL  responded,  that  yesterday  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  expressed  a 
desire  to  transfer  tbis  whole  Abolition  war  to 
the  ^orth  and  the  North-west ;  a  belief  that 
th«r«  was  to  be  the  great  battle-ground  of  the 
oonfliet.  Oould  that  htmorahle  Senator  thai 
wish  to  weakoi  the  hands,  to  impair  the  moral 
vigor,  of  those  who  were  to  fight  that  great 
bi^Qe  for  the  safe^  of  the  Soutii,  and  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  Union  ?  Tliis  he  wonld  do,  if 
he  were  to  persist  in  requiring  us  to  luid  our 
aid  to  "  increase  "  and  "  strengthen  "  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery.  The  Senator  had  alluded  to 
the  perfect  beauty  and  harmony  of  our  ^stem 
as  it  was.  For  this  very  reason  was  It,  that 
tiie  amendment  had  been  proposed.  It  was  to 
prraerve,  not  to  mar  the  harmony  and  beauty 
of  oar  system,  that  this  Government  shonld  not 
be  required  to  go  beyond  the  maintenance  of 
the  domestic  institutions  of  the  States  as  tli^ 
exist  and  are  protected  by  the  Federal  Gonstt 
tntion.  The  Senator  bad  iUustrated  his  views^ 
by  adducing  special  cases  in  which  tho  Govern- 
ment had  by  law  interfered  to  sustain  and 
strengthen  the  health  laws  of  the  States,  and  to 
protect  the  South  agunst  the  offSacts  ttf  the  agi- 
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tatioD  in  St  Domingo,  some  years  ago.  That 
was  all  proper ;  it  was  oonstitntional ;  bnt  tbe 
Ulnstratfoos  did  not  anetain  the  general  propo- 
rtion cont^dned  In  the  resolntion. 

Kr.  Prkbtoh  sud :  The  resolntion  In  its  pres- 
ent ^pe,  asBerts  that  the  Gmcral  Oorem- 
ment  is  Donnd  to  protect  tlie  d(»nestio  lastitD- 
Ifons  tho'seTeral  Btat«k  This  grouid  he 
never  wlAed  to  asBame.  Tbe  States  should  be 
goffered  to  maintain  and  protect  their  own  rights, 
and  their  own  insHtntious.  The  General  Got- 
emment  was  r^er,  in  his  of^i^n,  bonnd,  from 
tts  Terr  natnre,  not  to  irOmMdale  ikm 
r^ftet,  bnt  strictly,  and  in  every  instance,  to  keep 
handt  off.  To  illustrate  his  argnment  he  woold 
revert  to  some  few  of  these  institations  in  various 
qaarters.  One  of  the  greatest  and  most  im- 
portant domestio  Institntdons  of  Maryland  was 
tiie  State  Oolonisation  Society.  It  was  a  State 
corporation.  Would  his  colleague  wi^  to  see 
the  direot  ao^on  of  Oongreaa  to  support  liiis 
institntiont  Wonld  iliere  not  be  as  many  con- 
fltoting  sentiments  on  the  sal^eot  as  upon  that 
of  domestic  slavMyf  no  great  maanftotoriM 
of  the  North  are  incorporated,  «nd  have  vast 
amonnts  of  funds  invested ;  should  these  be 
either  directly  protected  or  invaded  by  Con- 
gress? 

He  would  admit  that  Cktvemment  might  by 
its  action  contribute  to  establish  proper  secu- 
rity to  State  institutions,  so  far  as  is  condstent 
with  the  constitution,  and  with  State  rights 
and  enactments,  and  the  constitutions  *of  the 
States,  but  no  flirther. 

Mr.  Oalbodn  was  willing  to  assent  to  the 
amendment,  If  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Senate  to 
do  so.  He  wonld  make  any  oonceadon  to  meet 
the  views  of  those  oi^Kwed  to  the  doctrine  of 
Alxditlon,  in  order  to  get  a  strong  vote  In  fim>r 
itf  the  general  doctrines  set  forth  in  tiie  resolu- 
tions. 

Kr.  Prbbtoh  followed  in  support  of  the 
opinions  he  had  expressed  in  mvor  of  the 
amendment 

Mr.  HuBBABD  said :  The  avowed  pnirtose  of 
the  Senatocfrom  South  Oarolina  was,  that  the 
Senate  should  express,  by  resolntion,  as  their 
deliberate  opinion,  that  any  interference  on  the 
part  of  any  section  of  the  Union,  or  any  inter- 
meddling of  any  portion  of  tbe  eommunity, 
under  anj  pretext  wbaterer,  with  domestio 
slavery  as  it  exists  in  the  Bonthorn  States,  witii 
aview  taiUalteraUmormSlintiniait^  would  not 
only  be  grossly  unjust,  bnt  a  oonrse  of  prooeed- 
ing  not  warranted  by  the  constitution.  This 
was  the  declared  object  of  the  Senator,  and  to 
all  this  he  most  readily  yielded  his  assent 

He  need  not  assure  the  Senator  ttvfta.  Sonth 
Carolina,  that  no  man  was  more  wtUing  than 
himself  to  carry  out  such  a  purpose — and  most 
cheerftally  wonld  he  support  any  resolution 
drawn  out  in  the  strongest  terms,  'and  in  the 
most  forcible  language,  fttlly  to  express  such  a 
sentiment.'  He  did  not  agree  with  Senators 
who  thought  nothing  waa  to  be  gained  by  the 
adoption  of  these  resolutions.  Jfi(«ft,MryMtwj^ 
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in  his  judgment,  would  be  aooomplished  by- 
agreeing  to  the  resoIntionB  (with  some  amend- 
ments) which  had  been  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  Sonth  Oarolina.  If  this  (Ud  not  go  far 
enough  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
Fbbston)  expressed— if  they  wonld  not 
inspire  confidence  and  c^ve  security  in  the 
he  firmly  believed  that  their  adt^tion 
be  productive  of  mnoh  good  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States.  He  represented  on  this 
fioor,  with  his  respected  colleague,  one  of  those 
States ;  and  he  coold  not  donbt  that  the  adop- 
tion of  these  resolutions  substantially,  would 
tend  to  allay  in  that  quarter,  the  spirit  of  Abo^ 
Utiottism — would  be  a  direct  appeal  to  the  in- 
telligence and  to  the  patriotism  of  the  free  cit- 
izens of  the  North;  and  be  could  not  for  a 
moment  donbt  that  they  would  have  a  control- 
ling influence  upon  the  course  and  oonduct  of 
the  AboUtioniaU  themselves.  If  the  adoption 
of  that  resolution  wonld  not  direotiy  influenoe 
the  action  of  (he  Abt^tionists,  they  ooutd  not 
fbil  to  produce  a  powerful  effect  on  public 
opinion ;  and  through  the  iDfloeaoe  irf  popular 
sentiment  wonld  this  fell  spirit  of  fanaticum  be 
stayed.  He  was  therefore  prepared  to  go  with 
the  Senator  from  Sonth  Oarolina  in  carrying  out 
the  purpose  avowed.  But,  while  he  was  thus 
prepared  to  give  his  support  to  the  resolutions 
of  tne  honorable  Senator— believing,  as  he  oon- 
scientionsly  did,  that  thdr  adoption  wonld  do 
good  at  home— he  could  not  agree  to  the  adoi^- 
tion  of  the  third  resolution,  as  tiie  Senator  had 
drawn  it.  It  went  further  than  he  was  willing 
to  go.  His  doctrine  had  been,  ever  since  he 
hod  been  amember<tf  CoogreBB^thatit  vasthe 
bonnden  duty  vX.  the  Norui  to  M  tt«  wMs 
fluiffor  alme."  That  tbe  Instttotion  of  domeft> 
tie  alavmr,  as  it  existed  In  the  Bontham  section 
of  the  TTnion,  was  no  concern  of  tiieirs.  He 
wonld  suggest  'an  alteration  in  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  resolution,  not  that  it  was  oi^eo- 
tionable  to  himself  as  it  was ;  bnt  the  alto^ 
tioo,  he  was  satisfied,  wonld  make  it  more  ao- 
oeptable  to  some  of  Its  friends.  He  would  have 
that  part  of  the  resolution  read — "that  thia 
Government  was  instituted  to  carry  into  effect 
the  powers  delegated  by  the  oonstitution  for 
the  mutual  benefit  aim  prosperity  of  the 
States." 

He  wonld  not  press  this  alterBti<»,  but  be 
was  assured  that  it  would  be  more  acceptable 
to  some  friends  in  tiiat  form.  It  would  reoeiTe 
his  support,  whether  altered  or  whether  it 
mained  unchanged  in  this  partienlar ;  but  be 
felt  a  great  solicitude  to  have  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan  adopt- 
ed. Such  would  be  the  import  of  t^e  resolu- 
tion, without  the  amendment,  that  ho  could  not 
^friendly  as  he  was  to  the  object)  vote  for  it 
The  resolution  declares,  in  substance,  "that 
this  Government  is  bound  so  to  exercise  its 
powers  at  to  ffiM,  at  far  as  may  he  prao^ieabU, 
xncrecued  ttabuity  and  teeurity  to  the  iiutitu- 
tion  of  domettic  liaury ;  and  that  it  is  the 
Bcdemn  doty  of  tlie  Gmrernment  to  resist  all  at- 
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tempts  to  weaken  or  dertroy ,  bat  is  bound  to 
atrmfithmi atid  totwholdth*  tiMtttettm^  do- 
nuttio  flOMry."  fie  was  sore  that  the  Swator 
frua  South  GaroUna  conid  not  a^  this  at  his 
hands. 

Ur.  Pbkbtoii  inquired  how  the  resolntion 
would  read  were  the  amendment  adopted  ? 

Hr.  BtTOBASAX  nanarked,  "  JExaetly  rights 

Ur.  GALnotm  annonnoed  his  fall  assent  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Shtth,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  following 
as  a  proviso  to  the  third  reciolation,  on  which 
he  a^ed  the  yeas  and  nays  : 

"  Provided^  That  notUog  contained  In  these  resd- 
Intions  shall  be  construed  or  anderstood  at  express- 
ing BU  opinion  of  tlus  Senate  adTene  to  Uiese  fimds- 
menul  principles  of  this  Goremment,  *  That  all  men 
are  created  equal ;  that  the;  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  irith  certun  inalienable  rights ;  that  among 
tbese  are  life,  libertr,  and  tiie  punnit  of  bapfdnees. 
That  the  freedom  of  speedi  and  of  the  press,  and  the 
right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  asaemUe  to  petition 
the  Goremment  for  redress  of  grieTsnces,  shall  never 
be  abridged.  That  error  of  opinion  may  be  tolerated 
while  leason  is  left  free  to  combat  it.  That  the 
Union  most  be  preaerred.*  Bot,  on  the  contrary, 
sn  diose  oonstitational,  fimdamratal,  and  polltiinl 
truths,  are  expressly  recognized  by  thia  Sent^." 

Mr.  Oalhoitn  escpressed  his  regret  that  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  shotild  attempt  to  em- 
barrass the  passage  of  the  resdutifnia,  by  tike 
introdnotion  d  an  abstract  propoutlon,  not  rele- 
Tant,  and  not  oalonlated  to  luTe  an/  salntair 
effect.  If  the  resolndons  were  Incorrect  in 
principle,  vote  them  down ;  but,  on  tiie  contra- 
ry, if  they  were  based  on  pr(^>er  constitntional 
ground,  why  not  snstun  tnem  in  a  crisis  like 
the  present,  which  all  mnst  admit  to  be  dui- 
gerous  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  denied  that  he  had 
ever  on  any  occanon,  in  that  or  any  otiier 
body,  Bonxht  to  do  by  indirect  means  what  he 
oomd  do  directljr.  He  stud,  if  the  proviso  was 
bnt  an  abstraction,  as  it  had  been  named,  the 
resolution  Itself  was  no  more;  one  abstraction 
was  Burdy  as  good  as  anotho- ;  and  if  the  Sen- 
ate is  to  be  caigaged  in  bnOdlDg  up  abstractions, 
those  which  he  now  offered  wne  too  important 
to  be  overlobked ;  they  wore  the  abstractions 
of  Washington  and  Jefferson,  and  mi^t  be 
safely  deemed  as  worthy  of  attention  as  the 
more  modem  ones  of  present  Senators. 

Mr.  OALHorx  observed  that  he  had  sdd 
notliing  of  the  tmth  or  error  of  the  principles 
contidned  in  the  proviso,  bnt  had  simply  enter- 
ed his  protest  against  its  being  attached  to  his 
resolutions.  Was  there  any  thing  in  his  reso- 
lutions that  infringed  the  right  of  speech  or  t^e 
f^dom  of  the  press  ?  When  that  was  aimed 
at,  it  wonld  then  be  time  to  make  the  ol:>}eotion. 
He  had  stud  before,  and  would  r^>eat  it,  that 
the  cmly  ol^ect  was  to  have  a  common  ground 
on  which  all  might  stand,  NortJi  as  well  as 
South,  to  repel  aggression. 

Mr.  YouKo,  of  Illinois,  siud:  The  Senator 
fhnn  South  Carolina,  (Mr,  PbbsioxJ  in  speak- 
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ing  of  tite  dmneitio  institutions  of  the  SouUi, 
and  wpwAaSij  in  resard  to  slavery,  says  "  Kamii 
off"  as  to  the  dave-ndding  States,  and  they  will 
take  oare  of  themselTes.  He  not  only 
tiie  power  <3i  the  General  Gorranment  to  lemn 
and  protect  the  State  institutions  In  every  CMe, 
and  under  every  variety  of  eircanutanoe^  but 
solemnly  protests  against  its  exercise,  as  an 
unwarrantable  and  nncalled-for  interfereoce. 
Now,  sir,  I  will  ask  the  Senator  what  ocmstnio- 
tion  he  gives  to  the  third  clause  of  the  se«Hid 
section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  comtitntiffli, 
which  provides  that  ^*noper»(m  luld  to  imia 
or  Idbor  in  one  Stato,  vndir  (he  law$  thereof,  a- 
eaping  into  another^  ahaU,  in  eonuqueMt  tfvti 
law  thtreiin^  Jte  dw^airgoi  from  rack  mvitt  tr 
lalor,  but  aAoff  he  i^wndv^M  etaim^Uu 
^rtytovhomtUehtonieeor  labormajfleiiu!" 
SnpposA  the  act  of  l?d8,  passed  in  pnrsaasee 
ci£  vuB  provision  in  the  constitution  to  enable 
owners  to  reclaim  their  fugitive  alaves,  Aonld 
be  repealed;  that  the  General  Goverament 
Bhonlo,  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Senator,  act  upon  the  principle  of  "  iandi  eff^ 
in  future ;  and  one  of  the  slaves  of  Sooth  Gsro- 
lina,  owing  service  under  the  laws  of  that  State, 
sfaonld  escape  into  Pennsylvania  or  Ohio,  and 
should  be  protected  there,  in  what  way  would 
the  honorable  Senator  reclaim  himl  l^ould 
he  march  an  army  agiunst  the  cdE^dSiu  Stit^ 
and  make  recapture  e»  et  armit  ■  witii  force  «f 
armst  Surely  no^  dr.  But,  Mr.  Preadest,  I 
believe)  upon  reflection,  that  the  Senator  iSA 
say  sometoing  abont  his  remedy,  and  that  im- 
edy,  if  I  mistake  not,  was  to  kang  the  offoida 
if  caught  within  their  borders.  I  d«iy,  ar, 
that  any  power  exists  in  any  of  the  States  to 
punish  even  Abolitionists  for  supposed  ofTeocH 
committed  in  any  other  State.  The  same  con- 
stitQtion  which  secures  to  the  slave-holda  the 
right  of  going  into  a  non-slaveholding  State  to 
recover  his  ftiptive  slave,  equally  protects  the 
Abolitionist  in  the  privilege  of  going  into  & 
slave-holding  State,  if  he  chooses  to  do  so,  pro- 
vided he  commits  no  ofiRjnoe  against  the  uvs 
of  such  State  during  his  stay  within  its  limits. 
It  has  been  denied  here,  agdn  and  again,  thtt 
the  Abolitionista  have  any  deigns  upon  the  in- 
stitution of  domestic  slavery  in  the  States.  I 
am  astonished  that  the  Senators  from  ibtsi 
States  should  not  have  detected,  and  exposed 
in  a  proper  manner,  one  desi^  at  least,  <tf  < 
highly  important  character,  which,  if  not  check- 
ed fmd  rebuked  in  time,  is  calculated  to  inflirt 
a  fatal  blow  upon  the  peaoe  and  prosperity  oi 
this  Union.  I  understand,  sir,  that  under  that 
olanse  in  the  constitution  to  which  I  referred 
as  providing  a  remedy  in  cases  of  Aigitive 
slaves,  the  Abolitionists  contend  that  it  is  the 
rightf^lprovince  of  the  State  Legitiatwm, 
not  <(f  Congrm^  to  provide  that  remedy ;  wd 
that,  aeiing  under  this  soppoaed  infloeDoe,  on 
at  least  of  the  State  Legislatures  fthat  of  ifai- 
sacliuBetts)  had  already  interfered  bo  far  as  to 
provide  for  a  trial  by  Jury  in  suoh  cases.  I 
would  inquire  of  the  nonorable  Soiatara  from 
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that  State  Olessrs.  Wxbstsb  and  Datu)  wheth- 
er sach  ia  Uie  &ot  or  not  f 

[Both  the  Senators  having  deniett  all  knowl- 
edge of  any  sach  law  or  pr«»edujg,  Mr.YouNO 
proceeded :] 

Then,  Mr.  President,  T  have  been  misinform- 
ed in  relation  to  this  matter ;  and  many  of  the 
Abolitionista  who  would  not  intentionuly  mis- 
take the  truth,  have  also  been  misinformed  and 
imposed  on;  tor  sooh  has  been  the  belief. 
Bat,  this  much  I  know  of  my^  own  knowl- 
edge, tlut  AbolitionisU  are  rei^uired  to  drcn- 
late  memorials  addressed  to  theur  State  Legtsla- 
tnres,  requesting  the  passage  of  laws  to  secure 
the  trial  by  jury,  under  State  authority,  in  all 
each  coses.  I  banded  to  the  Senator  from 
South  Oarolina  (Mr.  Oalhouv)  a  few  days  since 
a  p^»er  oontuning  the  form  <tf  one  of  these 
memorials,  which  was  cKven  to  me  by  a  profess- 
ed AboUtionist,  (and  wlio  is,  in  my  opinion,  in 
all  other  respects,  a  Christian  and  a  worthy 
man,)  as  contuning  an  exhibition  of  their  prin- 
ciples, moUvea,  and  actions,  by  which  it  will  be 
seen,  that  a  direct  attack  is  in  this  way  inteoded 
against  that  leading  principle  in  the  oonstitn- 
tion,  which  alone  eeemres  the  possession  and 
ei^oyment  of  this  great  interest  of  the  South. 
And  yet  the  Senatw  firom  South  OaroUna  (Mr. 
Vstsios)  BajR  "Jumdt  — ^that  they  want 
none  of  oar  interference  from  the  free  States. 
Then,  Mr.  President,  why  are  these  resolutions 
here  I  Why  are  we  of  the  free  States  solicited 
to  partidpate  in  their  consideration,  and  finally 
to  vote  upon  them,  if  the  South  requires  no 
aid  at  oar  hands  ?  Sir,  we  too  are  interested 
in  setUing  great  constitutional  questions ;  and 
being  interested,  will  exercise  our  privilege  of 
debating  these  propositions,  if  we  choose  to  do 
so,  and  of  voting  afterwards  in  such  manner  as 
oar  jadgmentmay  ^rectfor  the  good  of  the 
whole.  Kr,  I  desire,  under  ezisting  circum- 
fltanees,  that  this  provi^n  In  tbe  oonstitution, 
and  the  oonstruotion  now  pot  upon  it  by  the 
Abolitionista  and  thdr  advocates,  may  not  be 
overlooked. 

Mr.  Fn^aros  expressed  some  doubt  in  r^;ard 
to  sach  help  as  the  Senator  jast  np  had  propos- 
ed. If  the  Government  should  not  protect  the 
interests  of  the  South  in  accordance  with  the 
oonatitutioo,  they  would  take  care  of  them- 
selves. Tbe  gentleman  had  admitted  that  a 
slave  could  not  be  recovered  by  an  aboUtion 
jury  in  Pennsylvania,  or  other  non-slavehold- 
ing  State ;  and  yet  be  demanded  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  shoold  extend  its  protection 
to  incendiaries  within  the  slave-holding  States. 

Mr.  Aujis  Bud  it  i^pmred  to  him  there  was 
a  gennal  diq>outaon  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
to  nave  this  dlscnsdon  as  limited  as  posdble, 
and  it  was  therefore  a  sonroe  of  regret  to  him 
to  observe  the  attempts  made  to  embarrass  Oiese 
resolations  in  their  pn^ress.  He  had  deter- 
mined to  offer,  alter  the  resolutions  had  been 
passed,  the  following  amendment,  to  he  fi^ 
pended: 

"  That  noddng  in  tibe  fimgolDg  leMdirtioDS  Ii  In- 
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tended  to  recognize  the  rigbt  of  Congress  to  impair 
in  sny  manner  die  freedom  of  speed)  or  of  the  press, 
or  the  i^ht  of  petition,  as  secured  by  the  constito- 
tioQ  to  the  citizens  of -Uie  several  States,  within  their 
States  respective!;." 

Bnt  the  coarse  taken  by  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana would  indace  him  to  move  it  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  proviso,  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
word  ^^provMed,"  and  insert  what  he  had  Joat 
read. 

Mr.  Oalhouk  waa  wiUing  to  yield  every  inch 
of  ground  that  he  conld,  to  fortify  those  who 
saw  tbe  duiger  that  was  pending,  uid  wished 
to  meet  it  in  a  proper  manner.  He  ooold  have 
wished  his  resolatlons  to  have  passed  as  he 
ori{^naliy  drafted  them ;  but  that  spirit  of  con- 
cession which  he  felt  under  the  responsibility 
he  bad  assumed,  woold  Indnce  him  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
Allen,)  because  not  adverse  to  tbe  spirit  of  hii 
resolutions,  and  because  it  might  have  a  ten- 
dency to  reconcile  otliers  not  otherwise  dlspofl- 
ed  to  sustain  them. 

Mr.  MoBBis,  adverting  to  remarks  which  bad 
been  made  relaUng  to  the  punishment  of  Abo- 
Ulionists  b^  Stato  laws,  said  he  regarded  tbia 
and  ol^er  smiilar  doctrines  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced in  thia  debate,  as  anbverslve  of  all  free- 
dom, and  of  the  institutions  of  the  coantry. 
He  insisted  that  all  classes  of  men  had  en  im- 
prescriptible right,  above  aU  govenunent,  to 
the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  right  of  petition. 
He  repelled  the  imputation  that  those  who 
were  unfriendly  to  these  resolutions  were  in 
any  way  unfriendly  to  the  Union. 

Mr.  M.  proceeded  to  defend  the  right  of  all 
men  to  trial  by  jury,  which  right,  he  insisted, 
was  expressly  guaranteed  by  the  constitution. 
And  if  the  right  to  trial  by  jury  belongs  to 
every  citizen,  on  what  pretext  could  a  free 
Stato  deny  this  right  to  any  man  within  such 
Stato  ?  Oould  tbe  Stato  deny  it  on  pretext  of 
color  ?  Or  could  it  he  denied  or  refused  <m 
count  of  flie  oatii  of  another  man  who  might 
swear  tiiat      other  man  was  his  property  f 


Feddat,  January  5. 
Mr.  GathouTi>» SetoluHims. 
The  question  being  on  Mr.  Allbn^s  substi- 
tate  for  Mr.  Smithes  proviso  to  tbe  third  reso- 
lution, which  aubstituto  required  that  the  reso* 
lotion  should  not  so  be  construed  as  in  any  way 
to  impair  the  freedom  of  speeqh  or  of  the  press 
or  tbe  right  of  petition — 
"It  was  adopted  by  tbe  following  vote ; 
TxAS. — Massra.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bochanai^ 
Galhotin,  Clay  of  Ala.,  Cla;  of  Ky.,  (Mttenden,  Cath. 
bert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  E^g,  Lum,  LampUn,  Lyon, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  NorveU,  Fierce,  Preston,  fiires,  BtMne, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Con..  Sou^ard,  Strange, 
Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wri^t,  Young— 82. 

Nats.— Ueasrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Eni^t,  HcEean,  Horris,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Rag(^ 
Sm!th  of  Indiana,  Swift,-  Tipton,  Wall— 14. 

Til,  HoBBia  ofifered  an  addition  to  tlua  reao- 


Digitized  by  Google 


5M 


JuunUBT,  1888.] 

Intioo,  dedariog  that  tibe  right  of  the  people  to 
tpeA,  write,  print,  and  publish  any  thing  what- 
ever,  was  inaispntablo ;  and  that  thej  were 
amenable  only  to  the  State  in  which  they  might 
be  at  the  time. 

Hr.  Calhoitn  said :  Hr.  Allen's  amendment 
covered  the  whole  constitutional  ground  on 
this  subject;  and  2Cr.  0.  had  made  up  his  mind 
to  accept  it  on  this  ground,  that  it  would  tend 
to  fortify  the  Senators  of  the  North,  in  relaUon 
to  their  votes  in  &vor  of  these  rescdutions. 
Be  was  willing  so  to  fortify  them ;  and  he 
woold  a^ree  to  any  amendment  whidi  would 
Bot  impair  the  principles  <tf  the  resolatioiu. 

Hr.  UoRBis  was  not  to  be  intimidated,  or 
driven  from  the  coarse  which  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  porsne,  by  an  allusion  of  an  intention 
to  embarrass  this  body  or  any  other.  He,  as 
well  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  knew 
what  he  was  about,  and  understood  his  own 
course;  and  he  would  be  here  free  and  un- 
sbadkled,  and  exempt  from  all  party  restrunts, 
as' an  American  citizen  ou^ht  to  be,  and  would 
express  freely  aud  fblly  his  opinion  on  every 
sn^eot  before  this  body.  Sir,  sud  Ur.  JL,  am 
I  at  Mberty  to  say  what  was  iofended  by  the 
rewlalioua  of  the  Senator  t 

The  Cum  said,  to  do  so  vaa  oat  of  order. 

Ibr.  V.  8^d  he  would  not  then  rappote  that 
the  resolutions  themselves  were  intended  for 
greater  and  more  remote  objects  than  those 
«q>TeBsed ;  but  it  was  legiUmate  to  speak  of 
the  objects  to  which  they  must  and  would  lead. 
In  the  arguments  here  on  the  liberty  of  speech, 
changes  were  continually  rung  on  the  Union. 
How  it  was  a  question  whether  the  resolutions 
themselves  had  not  a  strong  squinting  to  a  di»- 
solution  of  the  Unioa.  It  was  not  for  lir.  H. 
to  say  that  they  were  intended  to  produce  that 
effect  but  they  would  be  jud^d  of;  and 
whether  or  not  they  went  to  establish  the  doc- 
trine that  the  States  were  iodependeut  of  each 
othw.  Mr.  M.  would  not  now  fully  diMnus ;  bat 
he  buieved  they  would  operate  to  confirm  that 
doctrine.  The  question  was,  whether  the  doc- 
trines of  Hr.  M.'s  amendment  were  true.  Was 
the  right  of  a  citizen  indisputable  to  speak, 
write,  print,  publish,  on  the  laws  and  institu- 
tions of  other  States  t  I  say  it  is  so ;  it  is  the , 
right  of  every  cutizen.  If  that  right  is  put 
down  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  I  must  sub- 
mit to  those  laws,  and  I  ask  now  that  I  may 
know  what  liberty  they  will  leave  me.  I  de- 
sire to  know  this  by  the  vote  on  my  amend- 
ment, and  I  hoim  that  the  question  viU  not  be 
evaded,  l^at  I  may  know  how  mooh  I  am  to  be 
abridged  of  these^rivileges. 

Jfr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said,  when  he  ofEisred 
the  amendment  he  intended  merely  to  record 
hia  vote,  leaviiig  other  Senatora  to  discosa  the 
matter.  Nor  should  he  now  be  drivra  from 
the  course  he  had  originally  marked  out  for 
himself,  was  it  not  for  the  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator ftx>m  South  Carolioa,  (B£r.  Ga.lhouv.)  That 
Senator  hod  thought  proper  to  intimate  'tbat*he 
(BCe.  so  had  mov^  the  amendment  for  the  pur- 
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Cof  defeating  the  reaolutions  by  indirectioii. 
vould  say  to  the  Senatw  that  he  had  whol- 
ly mistaken  the  character  of  the  mover  of  the 
amendment.  He  could  assure  the  Senator  that 
he  would  never  resort  to  indirection  to  d^eat 
any  measure.  He  feared  no  othra*  responMbility 
than  that  which  he  was  to  meet  in  hia  State, 
in  the  discharge  of  his  public  dctiea;  and  even 
there  he  had  no  hemtation  in  believing,  that  in 
this  instance  he  was  rejvesenting  the  wishes  of 
an  overwhelming  m^ority  of  the  peo^e.  The 
Senator  bad  olgected  to  the  amendment  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  a  collection  of  mere  abatrao- 
tions.  Sir,  can  the  Senator  be  soiotut  'What 
are  his  whole  resoluticais  but  abetraodoiia  t 
Have  there  been  any  petitions  or  memorials  re- 
ferred on  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  reeolo- 
tions?  Were  tiie  resolutions  reported  hj  a 
committee  ?  Was  it  intended  by  the  mover  to 
ingraft  any  le^slative  enactment  upon  them  ! 
No,  sir ;  they  are  the  mere  abstract  tffamom 
of  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  himsdf ;  and  jel 
the  Senator  objects  to  the  amendment  because  it 
expresses  abstract  opinions.  Sir,  if  the  Soiator 
gives  us  one-uded  abstractions,  can  be  oyecfe 
to  be  met  by  abstractions  on  the  other  side  f 
If  lOwtnu^tms  are  to  be  restdved  here,  kt  na 
have  the  whole  of  them;  let  ns  not  affina  a 
part  of  a  oeed,  and  not  the  whole. 

He  was  opposed  to  the  whole  natter;  be 
could  see  no  good  that  could  possibly  grow  oat 
of  these  resolations,  and  tiiey  may  do  much 
harm.  He  was  willing  to  leave  the  constitv- 
tion  and  its  exposition  with  the  people ;  it  was 
plfun  enough  for  him,  and  he  would  say  to  the 
mover  of  these  resolutions,  that  if  that  instru- 
ment did  not  give  the  neo^sary  secnrity  to  the 
domestic  institutions  of  the  States,  no  reacdvea 
of  this  body  as  to  the  extent  at  the  powere 
conferred  by  it  could  do  it.  The  SenatOT  from 
South  Carolina,  in  answer  to  some  remarks  ui 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Moebis,)  had  stated 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  abridm  the  free^im 
of  speech  or  of  the  press  by  uie  resdatioaa. 
and  that  Senatmr,  a  &w  nunntes  ago,  stated 
that  he  admitted  the  truth  of  the  prmoiples 
contuned  in  the  amendment  he  (Ur.  8.)  had 
offered ;  if  he  was  mistaken  in  the  admianons 
of  the  Senator,  he  would  owreot  him. 

[Mr.  Calbou«  said  he  had  neither  denied  nor 
admitted  their  truUi.] 

Then,  sdd'  Mr.  S.,  it  is  important  that  the 
Senate  should  either  deny  or  admit  them.  The 
Senator  says  that  the  amendment  is  intended  to 
overthrow  his  resolations  by  indirection.  Does 
not  the  Senator  see  that  he  admits  away  bis 
whole  case,  that  his  argument  proves  too  much  ? 
For,  if  the  amendment  be  tme,  and  if  the  prin- 
.ciples  contained  in  it  are  orthodox,  and  if^  as  the 
Senator  admits,  thciy  are  antsgonistical  to  liis 
resolntiouB,  it  follows  d  course  that  1h«  reeoio- 
tions  cannot  be  correct  in  prindple.  If  tiie 
two,  the  amendment  and  the  resolutions,  tsatt- 
not  stand  together,  which  must  fall  ?  The  first 
part  of  the  amendment  was  copied  frun  the 
Dedwation  of  Independence.  Js  it  posioble,  at 
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this  da7,  that  the  menKvable  and  glorions 
deolaration  of  those  departed  stateemen  and 
heroes,  which  stintnlated  the  people  of  the  in- 
fmt  ooI<»iies  to  deeds  of  gjorj  and  rawwn,  and 
which  has  been  thonsht  worthy  to  form  a  part 
of  the  oonstitation  of  the  several  Stetea,  is  it  to 
he  0^  adde  hy  the  Senate  ai  the  United  States, 
to  give  place  to  the  new-&ngled  dootrlues  of 
the  Senator  from  Sonth  Oarolinat  The  next 
provi^on  of  the  amendment  was  copied  fIrcHDa 
the  first  section  of  the  amendment  to  the  Con- 
Btitntion  of  the  United  States.  The  principles 
eoatained  in  it  were  considered  so  Important, 
that  it  was  tlionght  necessary  to  incorporate  it 
in  the  constitution  by  an  amendment,  as  it  was 
omitted  in  the  original.  Are  these  principles 
also  to  be  set  aside,  denied,  repudiated,  abro- 
gated, and  contemned  by  this  Senat&  becaase, 
forsooth,  they  are  antagoniatioal  to  me  resolQ- 
tions  of  tiie  Senator  fhnn  South  Oarolinaf 
Tbeae,  with  the  not  provUm  in  the  amend- 
ment,  which  was  eopied  from  Sir.  J^brs(»i*B 
inaogoral  eddrees,  are  altoMtber  worthy  of  the 
high  source  from  which  uiey  emanated;  they 
are  JoBt  mch  prindi^es  as  freemen  most  cherish. 
Th«y  reoognize  the  doctrines  for  which  the 
patriots  and  sages  of  the  Revolution  contended 
in  that  glorious  stniggle  The  equality  of  man, 
the  freedom  of  the  press  and  of  speech,  the 
right  to  assemble  together  in  a  peaceable  man- 
ner to  consult  on  their  conmion  good,  and  to 
petition  the  GovermneDt  for  redresg  of  griev- 
ances, tolerating  error  of  opinion,  but  leaving 
reason  free  to  combat  it — "emv  of  m>inion 
may  be  tolerated,  while  reason  is  left  free  to 
combat  it"  Tes,  sir,  error  of  opinion  is  not, 
la  this  oonntry,  to  be  met  or  pot  down  by  the 
resolntions  and  opinions  of  thu  body  alone,  on- 
less  our  acts  are  seconded  by  public  opinion. 
Sir,  these  declarations  of  the  saga  of  Honticello 
should  have  a  resting-place,  and  should  be  nour- 
ished in  the  hearts  <x  his  countrymen.  Tes, 
sir,  combat  error  of  opinion  by  reason,  not 
by  gag  laws,  not  by  mobs,  not  by  tnquiritions, 
not  by  establishing  censorahips  over  the  press, 
not  by  abrid^ng  the  freedom  of  speech,  but  by 
reason,  holdmg  the  parties  responsible  for  the 
abuse  of  all  these  privil^es,  or  rather  rights, 
to  the  party  aggrieved ;  and  then  liie  question, 
what  are  and  what  are  not  errors  of  opinion, 
must  be  left  to  the  final  arUter8--the  people, 
where  they  mmt  be  left  in  every  country  where 
liberty  dwells.  The  last  danse  of  his  am«id- 
ment  was  the  celebrated  Mqrins^  he  believed  it 
was  a  toast  on  a  pubUo  occasion,  of  ex-Presi- 
dent Jackson,  "  the  Union,  it  must  be  preserv- 
ed." He  (Mr.  S.)  had  called  this  a  political 
truth  in  the  amendment.  Was  he  misfaaken  in 
the  cliaraoter  he  had  given  it?  He  believed 
not   He  was  satisfied  that  it  was  not  only  a 

EoUtioal  truth,  but  it  was  a  truth  that  met  the 
earty  approbation  of  every  sane  mind  iu  the 
nation;  and,  while  the  Senator  from  Bootii 
Oarolina  is  pressing  his  resc^ntions — in  almost 
every  one  of  which  a  reference  is  made,  in 
Boi&e  shape  or  other,  to  the  poaritdlitiy  of  weak- 


ening or  destroying  the  Union — ^is  it  not  proper, 
nay,  more,  is  it  not  demand^,  of  this  body,  to 
reaffirm  that  most  political  truth,  **the 
Union  mutt  be  preserved?"  Tes,  ur,  if  wo 
resolve  any  abstractions,  how  can  we  do  less 
than  to  point  our  Uountrymen  to  these  tmth^ 
and  to  say  to  them,  in  the  Dame  of  our  conntiy, 
Liborty  and  Union  are  otu  and  intwartme, 
now  and  foreoer.  Why  do  Senators  oqjeot  to 
its  adoption  f  Why  not  let  the  whole  go  to  the 
people  together  ?  Are  gentiemen  afri^d  to  tnut 
them  t  U  our  opinions  on  these  abstract  ques- 
tions are  worth  any  thing  to  the  people,  let  us 
give  them  the  whole  of  this  matter.  He,  for 
one,  was  not  afraid  to  trust  them. 

The  Senator  from  Delaware  (Mr.  Batabd) 
had  in  part  torn  the  mask  from  the  first  one ; 
he  had  clearly  shown  that  it  embodied  the 
principlea  of  nullification  as  they  are  under- 
stood m  the  State  fkom  which  the  mover  came. 
He  OSx.  8.)  entirely  concurred  la  that  m^ion. 
But  that  was  not  ttie  only  principle  inv<uved  in 
the  resolutions  to  which  he  objected.  In  his 
mind  it  was  dear  that  they  stxike  at  the  free- 
dom of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  the  right 
of  the  peo^  to  assemble  peaceably  to  connilt 
their  common  good,  and  to  petition  their  Gov- 
ernment for  redress  of  grievances.  It  will  be 
seen  by  Senators  that  u^ey  deny  the  right  of 
the  States  to  intermeddle  "  witii  the  domestic 
institutions  <A  the  other  States.  Kow,  sir, 
what  does  the  word  "  intermeddle,"  as  it  is  here 
used,  mean  ?  Does  it  merely  mean  that  the 
people  of  the  free  States  have  no  right  to  go 
into  the  slave-holding  States  and  ex(Hte  an  m- 
surreetion,  w  otherwise  interfin«  with  that 
domestio  institatioa?  If  so,  it  had  his  moat 
hearty  approbation.  But  if  the  meaning  was, 
as  he  beUev«l  it  to  be,  that  to  speak,  write, 
print,  or  petition,  in  the  free  or  non-slav^old- 
ing  Statesj  on  any  subject  connected  with  sla> 
very,  is  mtermeddling  "  with  that  institution, 
then  he  put  it  to  gentiemen  to  say  whether  the 
cottstitnbonal,  fondamental,  and  political  truths 
contained  in  his  amendment  were  not  directly 
controverted  by  the  resolutions. 

Sir,  these  resolutions  contain  all  the  princi- 
ples of  the  alien  and  secUtion  laws,  known  as 
the  gag  laws  of  the  elder  Adams,  in  a  much 
more  odious  form.  The  pretext  for  the  enact- 
ment of  those  laws,  history  tells  na,  for  his  age 
prevented  him  knowing  my  thing  personally 
of  the  matter,  was,  that  the  Government  and 
its  officers  had  beea  malicnously  and  wantonly 
assfdled  in  meetings,  in  speeches,  through  the 
press,  by  caricatures  and  otherwise ;  that  the 
people  were  instigated  and  moved  by  foreign 
emissaries  hostUe  to  our  Government ;  that  it 
was  calculated  to  bring  the  Government  and  its 
officers  into  disrepute  with  the  PcoplOj  and 
weaken,  if  not  eventually  destroy  uie  Umoo. 

What  was  the  ground,  Ur.  President,  occu- 
pied by  the  Jeffersonion  party  of  that  day  t  It 
was  the  very  some  which  has  been  so  frequent-  - 
ly  Quoted,  utd  which  Mr.  JejBTerson  perpetuated 
by  mew^nrating  in  his  inangnnl  addieH^  "  er- 
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ror  of  opini(Hi  may  be  tolerated  while  reason  is 
left  free  to  oomhat  it."  What  is  the  pretext 
for  these  reeolntionsf  The  same,  the  very  same 
that  produced  the  gng  laws.  If  the  freedom 
of  speech  is  tolerated,  .if  the  freedom  of  the 
press  is  not  abridged,  if  the 'right  of  petition  is 
not  silenced  in  the  non-slayeh(^ding  States,  if 
the  people  in  these  States  speak,  write,  print, 
assemble  or  petition  on  any  sabject  connected 
with  slavery,  they  are  *'  intermeddling  "  with 
the  domestic  institnUons  of  the  Soath,  and  fiUl 
within  the  dmnnoiataons  of  these  resolati<His, 
on  the  assnmptioQ  that  the  Union  is  endanger- 
ed, by  arraymg  one  people  ag^st  another. 
liOolc  at  yoor  leading  party  prases  every- 
where: do  they  not  publiab  daOy  inflamma- 
tory, and,  not  onfreqnently,  false  matter,  calcn- 
lated  to  army  the  people  against  each  other, 
and,  in  the  langnage  of  these  resolutions,  to 
weaken  the  Union !  And  yet  wbo  is  prepared 
to  establish  a  censorship  over  the  press  f  Be 
wonld  not  say  who,  bat  he  would  say,  that  in 
his  opinion,  the  resolations  under  consideration 
assert  the  ^rinoiple  in  terms  not  to  be  misun- 
derstood. He  (Mr.  8.)  was  asked  why  he  had. 
offered  the  amendment  f  Be  had  many  reasons 
for  introducing  it  He  would  {dve  a  few  of 
them ;  first,  becanse  he  wished  uie  antidote  to 
go  with  the  poison ;  if  either  was  to  be  sent 
forth  as  the  doctrines  of  the  RepnUlc.  6eo- 
ondly.  because  the  principles  contidned  In  the 
smenoment  were  snch  as  ne  loved  to  recnr  to 
and  cherish.  Becanse  be  had  some  anxiety  to 
ascertain  whether  the  ancient  landmarks  were 
still  left  standing  amidst  the  revolution  of  par- 
ties, or  whether  they  had  been  erased  by  the 
political  tornado  that  has  swept  over  the  land ; 
whether  he  had  read  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  history  of  hia  countxy  in  vain ;  wheth- 
er those  doctrines  and  fundamental  principles 
have  become  too  old-iashioned  for  tne  times, 
and  whether  he  had  to  stody  a  new  political 
creed  before  he  ooold  ^sohuse  Ms  duty  to  his 
Btate  and  tiie  nation  here.  Senaton  fiiT<»«ble 
to  the  resolutions  have  been  pleased  to  express 
their  r^ret  that  the  amendment  has  been  offer- 
ed. To  those  gentiemen  be  had  onl^  to  say 
that  he  regretted  the  introduction  of  the 
resolntions  as  honestly  as  they  regretted  the  in- 
trodnotion  of  the  lunendment ;  he  would,  tiiere- 
fore,  with  the  consent  of  Senators,  set  off  his 
regrat  against  theirs. 

Hr.  Bbnton  thought  the  whole  subject  had 
better  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  with  in. 
Btructions  to  report  at  some  future  day ;  premis- 
ing,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  committee  should 
be  chosen  chiefly  of  Senators  from  the  North, 
where,  to  his  view  of  the  qnestton,  the  brunt  of 
the  action  wonld  necessanly-  have  to  Ta  fintght. 

Mr.  Oaihoith  hoped  the  motifm  wonld  not 
anooeed.  Uncb  progress  had  already  been 
made  in  the  disonsraon.  Shonld  the  .motion 
prevail,  he  would  consider  it  but  a  mode  of 
getting  clear  of  the  resolutions.  He  had  offer- 
ed th«n  as  tbe  antagonist  of  the  Vermont  lea 
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olntions,  and  to  asoertain  whettier,  in  the 
c^dnitm  of  the  Senate,  there  was  any  ooostibi- 
tional  ground  adequate  to  reust  the  assaults  on 
our  rights  and  property,  on  which  the  daTe- 
holding  States  could  stand.  The  discnseioD  liad 
clearly  shown  that  there  was  none  other.  On 
the  right  of  r^eoting  abolition  petitions,  al- 
though, in  his  opinion,  one  of  the  clearest  thit 
can  be  imaged,  we  of  the  South  were,  unfor- 
tunately for  the  peace  of  the  country,  in  a 
minori^.  So,  also,  on  the  qaestion  of  & 
conatitntional  right  of  abdismng  slaray  in 
this  District  and  the  TerritorieB,  and  alu  ot 
every  other  partionlar  questim  wnidi  has  bea 
attempted  to  be  raised  on  constitutiraial  pmii, 
as  a  barrier  to  our  rights  and  security.  ¥hit 
remains,  then,  short  of  taking  our  protection 
into  our  own  hands,  but  to  find  some  barriei  in 
the  general  character  and  structure  of  oar  polit- 
ical system  ?  and  where  can  we  find  that  bat 
in  the  view  of  the  eonstitution,  which  eonndot 
it  as  a  compact  between  soverdgn  and  inde- 
pendent States  formed  for  their  mutoal  pro^ 
ity  and  security !  If  we  required  proof  that 
these  resolations  assnmed  the  only  oonrtita- 
ttonal  ground  which  could  give  pesos  and  quiet 
to  the  country,  and  seouritv  to  the  Sooth  ud 
West,  it  voold  be  found  in  this  debate.  He 
had  challenged,  again  and  again,  those  vho 
took  a  diffiwoit  view  of  our  systein,  to  pnnt 
out  where  protection  oonld  he  fonnd  in  the  con- 
stitution according  to  their  conoeplion  of  tlitf 
instrument.  None  had  been,  or  even  attemptad 
to  be,  shown.  It  wonld,  then,  be  in  tmu  to 
refer  the  resolutions,  to  discover  some  m* 
principle  in  the  constitution  calculated  toeffict 
theohject  for  which  they  were  introduced.  Sof 
wonld  it  be  more  useful  to  refer  them,  to  wA- 
fy  the  language  or  the  details.  They  «>- 
Htract  resolutions,  involving  little  or  no  det^ 
and  he  had  again  and  agmn  avowed  bis  tttoh 
ness  to  make  the  laognage  acceptable  to  all,  v 

as  it  ooold  be^  withont  sacrifidng  th« 
dples  on  which  they  rest ;  of  whioi  he  om 
given  already  abundant  proo  and  was  pcepuw 
to  {^ve  ad^tional.  Bat  the  Senate  nnist  »- 
member  that  the  difficulty  heretofore  encoon- 
tered  did  not  originate  so  much  in  any  objectico 
to  the  principles  of  his  resolutions,  nor  to  tw 
details,  or  any  peonliar  ezpnodon,  as  the  dean 
to  ingraft  additional  matter  entirely  foreign  ^ 
their  nature  or  object,  and  the  conseqnence « 
which  would  be  to  obstruct  iheir  passige,  or  to 
neutralize  their  effects  if  they  Ehonld 
This  difficulty  conld  not  be  avoided  t  * 
erence,  so  &r  from  «Hwi^Trf«hing^  voidd  hnt  teH 
to  increase  it. 

Thus  thinking,  he  was  construned  to  ccs- 
dade  that  a  reference  wonld  be  fatal  to  tw 
resolutions,  be  the  oldect  v£  the  mover  vljtt  tt 
might;  and,  with  this  hnpreseion,  ahooldtl* 
motion  succeed,  he  would  leave  them  to  theff 
fate ;  and,  Uke  the  mover,  he  would  decline 
ing  on  the  committee  should  be  be  appoiotea 
a  member. 

In  ^amtminQ  gtato  rights  gnrands  as  the  basi^ 
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of  his  resolutions,  and  calling  a  rally  at  this 
Bolemn  and  dangerous  juncture  of  that  great, 
though  in  a  measure  dormant,  party,  whica  has 
erer  professed  th  e  State  rights  creed,  he  did  not 
intend  to  implj  ihat  sentlemen  oppcuite  to  bim, 
or  the  parly  to  irhiob  they  beloDj^  were  Aboli- 
tionists, or  disposed  to  oountounoe  their  creed. 
On  the  ocmtnry,  he  belicTed  tiiat  the  great 
mass  (MT  the  party  was  sound,  and  adverse  to 
the  dangerotu  projects  of  the  &natiC8;  but 
candur  compelled  him  to  dedare  that  he  could 
not  look  to  them  in  this  hour  of  danger.  We 
had  their  good  "vrisbes,  it  is  true.  Tbev  were 
even  willing  to  vote  it  inexpedient  and  danger- 
ous to  agitate  the  subject ;  out  when  we  touch- 
ed the  constitution,  and  asked  them  what 
barrier,  according  to  their  conception,  that  in- 
strument contains  against  their  incendiarr  and 
mad  projects,  tiiey  are  sOent.  Their  pmitical 
creed  not  only  admits  of  none,  but,  in  &ct, 
ronses  into  action  that  dangerous  ep]nt  of  fimat- 
ioism  which  threatens  to  subvert  onr  institn- 
tions.  It  Is  this  responsibility  for  what  they 
deem  oor.  una,  which  has  roused  this  fell  spirit 
into  action;  and  the  conception  of  their  re- 
sponsibility originates  in  that  misttUceu  concep- 
tion of  our  system,  which  regards  it,  not  as  it 
really  is — a  muonK>f  States  for  the  mutual  good 
and  security  of  each,  but  a  great  and  consoli- 
dated community,  in  which  tiie  States  bear  the 
some  relation  to  the  whole  as  connties  do  to 
States ;  and,  of  course,  in  wMch  the  whole  is 
I'csponsible  for  all  the  parts.  This  is  no  new 
opinion  with  him.  fie  long  since  foresaw,  be- 
fore this  qiirit  was  roused  into  action,  thai  this 
fUse  and  dangerous  view  of  ccnutitntiim 
would,  one  diqr  or  anotiier,  lead  to  the  state  of 
things  in  which  we  now  find  oarselves,  and  so 
told  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Wbb- 
STBB,)  when  he  advocated  his  oonaolidatlon 
doctrines  in  the  discussion  on  the  force  Inll,  in 
1888,  that  such  would  be  the  consequence,  as 
he  must  remember. 

Thus  thinking,  the  gentlemen  opposite  must 
excuse  him,  if  he  could  not,  in  the  hour  of  dan- 
ger, look  to  them.  He  thanked  them  for  their 
good  feeliogs,  and  be  accepted  their  avowal  of 
opposition  to  abolition  with  all  sincerity ;  bat 
he  wanted  something  more  substantial ;  some- 
thing tht^  would  not  pass  away  with  the  pres- 
ent incumbents;  eome  constitntioiial  barrier 
and  guaranty ;  and  for  these  he  was  oonsfar^ed 
to  look  to  those  who  professed  the  opposite 
political  creed.  How  little  reliance  we  can 
place  on  those  who  take  the  view  of  the  con- 
stitution they  do,  this  debate  has  famished 
ample  proof  The  Senator  from  Indiana  has 
been  among  the  most  forward  to  disavow  abo- 
lition sentiments,  and  to  express  hia  good 
wishes  for  us  and  our  institutions,  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  no  reason  to 
distrust ;  and  yet,  while  he  makes  these  avow- 
als, he  moves  amendments  to  these  resolutions, 
which  are  intended  to  exhibit  the  strength  of 
our  cause,  in  the  veir  language  of  the  pervert- 
ed creed  of  the  abwtionutS}  and  in  wniofa,  if 
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he  had  succeeded,  he  would,  in  fact,  not  only 
have  neutralized  tdl  the  intended  effects  of  the 
resolutions,  but  would  have  fpveu  a  triumph 
and  a  new  impnlse  to  those  vboie  otjeots  ne 
denounces,  and  to  whom  be  pro&aaes  to  be  aa 
miH^  opposed. 

I  fear  (s^d  Mr.  0.)  that  the  Senate  has  not 
elevated  its  views  sufficiently  to  comprehend 
the  extent  and  magnitude  of  the  existing  dan- 
ger. It  was  perhaps  hi»misfortmie  to  look  too 
much  to  the  fbture,  and  to  move  against  dan- 
gers at  too  great  a  distance,  which  had  involved 
him  in  many  difficulties,  and  exposed  him  often 
to  the  imputation  of  unworthy  motives.  Thua 
he  had  long  foreseen  the  immense  surplus  rev- 
enue which  a  false  system  of  l^slation  must 
ponr  into  the  Treasury,  and  the  fatal  conee- 
quencea  to  the  morals  and  institutions  of  the 
country  which  must  follow.  When  nothing 
else  could  arrest  it,  he  threw  himself  with  iaa 
StKtot  into  tlie  IvfUMdi,  to  anest  dangen  whieb 
could  not  otherwise  be  arrested ;  vrbether  wise- 
ly or  not,  he  left  post«4ty  to  judge.  He  now 
saw  yitii  equal  cleameaa,  as  dear  as  the  noon- 
day sun,  the  fatal  consequences  which  must  fol- 
low, if  the  present  disease  be  not  timely  arrest- 
ed. He  would  repeat  again  what  he  had  so 
often  said  on  this  floor.  This  was  the  mlj 
question  of  sufficient  magnitude  and  potency  to 
divide  this  Union,  and  divide  it  it  would,  or 
drench  the  country  in  blood,  if  not  arrested. 
He  knew  bow  much  the  sentiment  he  had  ut- 
tered would  be  misconstrued  and  misrepresent- 
ed. There  were  those  who  saw  no  danger  to 
the  Union  in  the  violation  of  all  its  ninda- 
mental  prindplea,  bat  who  were  fall  of  appre- 
henrion  when  danger  was  fbretold  or  resi^wd, 
and  who  held  not  the  authors  of  the  dangw, 
but  those  who  fbrewamed  or  opposed  it,  reepon- 
slble  for  consequences.  But  the  cry  of  dia- 
union  by  the  weak  or  designing  has  no  terror 
for  bim.  If  his  attachment  to  the  Union  was 
less,  he  might  tamper  with  the  deep  disease 
which  now  afflicts  the  body  politic,  and  keep 
silent  till  the  patient  was  reaay  to  sink  nnder 
its  mortal  blows.  It  is  a  cheap,  and,  he  must 
say,  but  too  certain  a  mode  of  acquiring  the 
cl^racter  of  devoted  attachment  to  the  Union. 
But  seeing  the  danger,  as  he  did,  he  would  be 
a  traitor  to.  the  Union,  and  those  he  refvesented, 
to  keep  dleiuie.  Tbe  aasanlta  duly  made  an 
the  institutions  of  nearly  one-bwf  of  the 
States  of  this  Union  by  the  other— institatiuui 
interwoven  from  the  b^^inniog  with  their  politi- 
cal and  social  existence,  and  which  ciumot  be 
other  than,  without  their  inevitable  destruction, 
will  and  must,  if  continued,  make  too  people  of 
one^  by  destroying  every  sympathy  between  the 
two  great  sections,  Obliterating  from  thdr 
hearts  the  recollection  of  their  common  danger 
and  glory,  and  implanting  In  their  place  a  mu- 
tual hatred,  more  deadly  than  ever  existed 
between  two  neighboring  people  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  human  race.  He  feared  not 
the  circulation  of  the  thousands  of  incendiary 
and  daiideroDa  paUieatioiii  vhicb  wece  daili' 
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issned  from  an  organized  and  powerfol  prees 
toiong  those  intended  to  be  vilified.  The^  can- 
not penetrate  our  section ;  that  was  not  the  dan- 
ger ;  it  lay  in  a  different  direction.  Their  cir- 
colfttion  in  the  non-slaveholding  Stetea  was  what 
waa  to  be  dreaded.  It  was  mfosing  a  deadly 
poison  into  the  minds  of  the  ridng  generation, 
tmplanling  in  them  feelings  of  hatred,  the  most 
deadly  hatred,  instead  of  aflbetion  and  lore,  for 
one-half  of  this  Union;  to  he  returned  on  their 
part  with  equal  detestation. 

The  first  and  denrable  olject  is  to  arrest  it 
in  the  non-Blaveholding  States;  to  meet  the 
disease  where  it  originated ;  and  where  it  ex- 
ists ;  and  the  first  step  to  this  is  to  find  some 
common  oonstitntioDal  ground  on  which  a  rally, 
with  that  ol^ect,  can  be  made.  These  resolu- 
tions present  the  gromid,  and  the  only  one,  on 
which  it  con  be  made.  The  only  remedy  is  in 
the  State  rights  doctrines ;  and,  if  those  who 
profess  iitem  in  the  slave-holding  Stfltes  do  not 
rally  on  them,  as  their  political  creed,  and  or- 
ganize as  ft  pii^  ^ataut  the  fimataos,  in  order 
to  pnt  them  down,  the  Sonth  and  Wwt  will  be 
eompelled  to  take  the  remedy  into  thdr  own 
hands. 

Ur.  President,  (sdd  Ur.  0.,)  we  are  reponng 
on  a  volcano.  The  Senate  seems  entirely  igno- 
rant of  the  atete  of  feelings  in  the  South.  The 
mail  has  Jost  brought  us  intelligence  of  a  most 
important  step  taken  by  one  of  the  Southern 
States  in  connection  with  this  subject,  which 
will  give  some  conception  of  the  tone  of  feeling 
which  beg^  to  prevail  in  that  quarter. 

A  slave  was  kidnapped  or  stolen  by  some 
persons  belonging  to  a  trading  vessel  from  the 
State  of  Maine.  The  Governor  of  Georgia  de- 
manded a  surrender  of  the  fugitive  orindnals, 
(tor  such  they  are,  be  thw  motive  what  it 
m^,)  nnder  tiie  oonstitntioD,  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Uaine.  It  was  not  complied  with. 
The  Governor  of  Georgia  brought  the  subject 
before  the  LegtBlature.  They  nave,  as  he  un- 
derstood, acted  on  it,  and  unanimously  passed 
resolutions  on  the  subject,  and,  among  o^ers, 
<me,  if  the  surrender  of  the  fhritives  be  not 
made,  after  another  and  more  solemn  demand, 
providing  for  the  convening  of  Qie  people  of 
Georgia,  in  their  high  sovereign  cf^acity,  as  a 
member  of  the  Union,  to  take  the  subject  into 
their  consideration.  All  who  know  that  State, 
know  that  when  she  moves  she  intends  no  idle 
menaoe. 

With  these  views  and  &ots,  I  leave  it  now 
to  the  Senate  to  decide  whether  the  time  has 
not  arrived  when  they  on^ht  to  say  what  atti- 
tode  they  onght  to  assume  m  relation  to  this,  the 
most  momentous  and  dangerous  qnestion  that 
has  ever  agitated  this  Union.  As  to  himseli^  ho 
has  done  his  duty.  He  has  raised  his  warning 
voice,  regardless  of  the  unworthy  imputations 
to  which  he  knows  he  exposes  himself.  He  has 
presented  the  result  of  his  most  mature  and  de- 
ui>erate  refiection,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  pre- 
vent the  confl  ict  between  the  two  great  sections, 
whidi  any  one  ospeXiib  of  refleetifHi  miut  see  b 
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wproaohing,  and  most  take  plaoe,  if  not  arrest- 
ee. He  has  done  his  dntf.  Let  what  may 
come,  he  wishes  to  free  himself  from  all  re- 
sponsibility in  the  eyes  of  the  country  and  the 
world,  and  of  the  present  and  futnra  genera- 
tions. He  was  not  sanguine,  he  must  say,  of 
the  success  of  the  measure,  even  if  it  should 
be  adopted.  He  had  presented  it  as  the  most 
likely  to  do  good,  and  in  the  deare  to  do  any 
thing  that  promteed  in  the  least  to  av^  the 
approadiing  catastrophe,  which  he  was  most 
anxious  to  avoid.  Should  the  motion  jvevail, 
he  would  take  no  frither  control  or  re^nsibS- 
ity,  which  wonld  then,  of  course,  reet  on  those 
who  may  take  the  remntiona  Into  their  ovn 
hands. 

Hr.  BuoHAKAj;,  of  Pennsylvania,  had  det^- 
mined  this  morning  to  move  a  reference  d 
these  resolutions  to  a  Select  Committee,  but  was 
dissuaded.  This  motion  has  now  l>een  made  by 
another  gentleman,  (Mr.  BtsNTOir,)  and  I  sm 
called  upon  to  vote  either  few  or  i^tinst  it.  As 
I  am  still  clewly  of  opimon  that  an  immediatv 
reference  of  these  resdntimis  to  a  Sdeet  Gbm- 
mittee  would,  under  existing  circnmstanoes,  be 
the  wisest  course,  whether  we  regard  the  in- 
terest of  the  Korth  or  the  South,  I  am  prepared 
to  give  this  motion  my  hearty  support. 

CSn  this  exciting  question  I  defflre  to  do  noth- 
ing as  a  member  of  this  body  which  can.  Id  the 
slightest  degree,  interfere  with  the  oonstitationsl 
rights  of  ihe  slave-holding  States.  My  fate  as 
a  public  man  is  as  deeply  staked  npon  the  pres- 
ervation of  tliese  rignte  as  that  of  any  other 
individual  in  the  country.  Z  have  long  since 
taken  my  stand,  and  from  it  I  shall  not  be 
driven.  I  do  not  desire  to  maintain  myself  at 
home,  unless  I  can  do  it  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  rights  and  the  safety  of  the  people  of  the 
South.  I  am  prepared,  therefore,  to  tAopt  any 
Just  measure,  witnin  the  pale  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  settle  this  d anurous  qnestiai,  and  to 
afford  the  greatest  security  to  the  dave-h^ding 
States.  Kotwithstanding  these  are  my  senti- 
ments, I  cannot  believe  uiat  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  has  chosen  the  course  best  cal- 
culated to  attain  these  resnlts.  This  is  tJie  gre&t 
centre  of  a^tation.  From  this  capitol,  it 
spreads  over  the  whole  Union.  I  therefore 
deprecate  a  protracted  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion here.  It  can  do  no  good,  bat  miay  do  much 
harm,  both  in  the  Korth  and  in  the  South.  It 
was  for  this  reason  tha^  after  the  right  of  pe- 
tition had  been  recognized  by  a  solemn  vote  of 
this  body,  I  was  content  to  act  as  we  hftvo  d<Hie 
for  the  last  two  years,  and  leave  the  questions 
to  be  discussed  by  tlie  people  of  the  coon  try 
themselves.  We  have  now  abandoned  this  sate, 
this  prudent  course,  and  what  has  been  the  re- 
sult? For  tiie  last  three  days  we  have  been 
en^^aged  in  a  discussion  eminently  calcnlated  to 
imtete  and  inflame  the  public  mind :  and  as 
yet  we  have  not  adopted  the  third  of  the  series 
of  resolutions.  If  we  proceed,  I  shall  be  agree* 
ably  disappointed  if  -  another  week  i^oald  close 
tiiis  debate  And  what  shall  we  gain  by  the 
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adoption  of  these  resolutions  t  Kothins ; 
worse  than  nothing.  Those  who  loolc  to  the 
votes  Qpon  them,  as  the  standard  bj  which  to 
ascertain  how  many  are  in  favor  of,  and  how 
m&nj  opposed  to,  their  main  object,  will  be 
greatly  mistaken.  Some  thirteen  or  fifteen 
votes  have  been  recorded  against  these  resolu- 
tions, when,  from  my  knowledge  of  Senators, 
I  am  firmly  convinced  that  there  are  but  very 
few,  if  any,  who  are  not  prepared  to  vote  for 
resolutioDs  prepared  in  sach  a  conciliatory  spirit, 
as  not  to  encounter  the  opinions  or  the  preln- 
ffices  of  any,  and  which  onght  to  ^ve,  ana  I  be- 
Uere  would  giT&  entire  aatifiuetion  to  the 
8ontb.  The  moral  efkct  of  such  a  ananimous. 
or  almost  unanimous,  vote  of  the  Senate,  would 
be  great  upon  the  country.  It  is,  th^fore, 
fbr  the  purpose  of  arresting  this  unprofitable 
debate,  and  of  baviog  such  resolntions  imported 
by  a  Select  OoramittM^  that  I  shall  vote  in  fitvor 
of  the  proposition. 

What  have  we  witnessed  upon  the  present 
occasion?  The  Senators  from  Delaware,  al- 
though representing  a  slave-holding  State  upon 
this  floor,  have  voted  against  these  resolutions, 
because,  in  their  opinion,  they  can  detect  in 
them  the  poison  of  nullification.  Now,  I  can 
see  no  each  tiling  in  them,  and  am  ready  to 
avow  that  in  the  main  they  contain  nothing  bat 
correct  poUtical  principles  to  which  I  am  de- 
voted. But  what  then!  These  Senators  are 
placed  in  a  false  poaition,  and  are  compelled  to 
vote  against  resolntions  the  object  of  which 
they  heartily  approve.  Again :  my  friend, 
the  Senator  .from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  "Wall,) 
votes  against  them,  because  they  are  political 
abstractions,  of  which  he  thinks  the  Senate 
ought  not  to  take  cognizance ;  alihoug^h  be  is 
as  much  opposed  to  abolition,  and  as  willing  to 
maintain  tne  constitutional  rights  of  the  South 
as  any  Senator  upon  this  floor.  Other  Senators 
-believe  the  right  of  petition  has  been  endan- 
gered ;  and  until  that  has  been  eetablishedf  they 
will  not  vote  fbr  eoj  resolutions  npon  tiie  sub- 
ject Thus  we  stand ;  aoA  tiiua  those  <tf  ns  in 
the  Norths  who  must  sostfdn  tiie  brant  of  the 
battie,  are  forced  into  false  positions.  Abolition 
thus  acquires  force  by  brinnng  to  its  aid  the 
right  of  petition  and  the  hostility  which  exists  in 
the  North  against  the  doctrines  of  nullification. 

Mr.  Pbeston  hoped  the  resolutions  would 
not  be  referred ;  it  could  no  do  good,  and  would 
protract  the  discussion,  of  which  he  was  al- 
ready heartily  wearied. 

Mr.  Benton  then  withdrew  the  motion  to 
commit  the  subject  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Hr.  Wall  had  hoped  the  subject  would  have 
been  referred  to  a  committee,  as  it  was  clearly 
hieompetent  to  the  Senate  to  sit  day  after  day, 
making  abstract  creeds,  and  establidiii^  parti- 
cular interpretations  of  the  constitntion ;  all 
which  was  foreign  to  the  purposes  of  legisla- 
tion. He  would  ask,  on  whom  were  these 
codes,  creeds,  and  abstractions,  to  operate  1 
Tdcy  could  have  no  force  whatever  as  law ; 
whom,  then,  would  they  bind  ?  Ko  one  pcr- 
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son  whatsoever  I  IMd,  then,  the  Senate  ex- 
pect to  settie  a  thousand  disputed  constitutional 
questions  by  propounding  theories  and  abstract 

firopositioDst  To  legislate  was  the  duty  of 
egi^ators,  not  to  broach  or  to  promulgate  ab- 
stract opinions  and  theories.  If  a  law  were 
introduced  on  the  subject,  he  (Mr.  W.)  would 
be  able  to  act  j  or,  if  the  report  of  a  committee 
had  come  up,  it  might  be  received  or  rejected. 
As  it  was,  however,  the  course  pursued  appear- 
ed to  him  irregular,  anomalous,  and  fraught 
with  bod  consequences,  convertii^  the  Senate 
into  a  mere  arena  of  theoretical  dupntations. 


SATtTBDAT,  January  6. 
Mr.  Calhoun't  SaoUttumi. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Jlfmau's  amend- 
ment to  the  third  resolution, 

Mr.  Davis  sdd  that  he  had  several  times 
briefly  addressed  the  Senate  upon  this  subject, 
which  for  two  years  or  more  had  been  greatiy 
agitated,  more  so,  probably,  than  was  u^fnl. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  after 
a  long,  animated,  denunciatory  debate,  carried 
on  chiefiy  by  the  members  from  the  South,  the 
Senate  arrived  at  certain  results  in  regard  to 
abolition  petitions,  in  which  he  (Mr.  D.)  did 
noU  ooucurl  bnt  a  very  great  nu^OTity  did.  It 
was  proper  to  reenr  to  the  state  of  things  titen, 
and  to  call  to  ndnd  the  sentiments  of  that  day. 
The  leading  argument  in  that  debate  was,  that 
the  agitation  m  the  question  was  a  source  of 
great  danger,  pregnant  with  minoos  conse- 
quences to  the  oountry,  causing  serious  obstruc- 
tion to  the  action  of  Congress,  and  great  un- 
easiness out  of  doors.  And  it  was  most  nrgently 
insisted  that  it  was  one  of  those  delicate  topics 
whi<^  it  was  not  safe  to  discuss;  which,  in 
truth,  we  had  no  right  to  disouas,  either  as 
regarded  the  States  interested,  or  the  District 
of  Columbia  or  the  Territories. 

I  have  many  oljections  to  these  resolutions, 
more  than  I  shall  find  phyucal  ability  to  ex- 
press, and  tile  strongest  of  those  ol^JeotuMU  are 
to  tii^  political  eharaoter.* 

They  are  not  called  for,  are  not  more  effident 
than  tiie  measures  new  in  force,  and  can  do  no 
good.  They  are,  as  has  been  well  said,  (a  part 
of  them  at  least,)  mere  abstractions  or  avowals 
of  abstract  doctrines  no  way  demanded  by  the 
occasion.  They  embrace  matters  haviog  no 
connection  with  abolitioD,  and  call  upon  us  to 
commit  ourselves  to  an  interpretation  of  the 
constitution  when  there  is  no  emergency  arising 
in  the  course  of  our  public  duty  requiring  us  to 
give  interpretation  to  that  instrument.  It  is  an 
unnecessary  attempt  to  influence  the  public 
judgment  and  snoK  works  of  supererogation 
are  best  let  alone.  Any  and  all  these  reasons 
are  a  most  ample  Justification  for  voting  agtunrt 
even  that  which  may  seem  to  be  right  in  the 
abstract;  for  I  wo^d  give  no  countenance  to 
making  a  creed  of  avowals  for  politicians,  and 
to  the  pablloation  by  the  Senate  of  abstract 
opinions,  merely  beoaose  they  m^y  contain  ap- 
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parent  trnisms.  They  ought  also  to  be  useful, 
and  put  forth  for  some  nsefal  pnbtic.porpose. 
'  Bat,  rar,  the  leading  reason  urged  for  dispoB- 
ing  of  the  whole  abolition  matter  is,  tiiat  the 
agitata  of  the  topic  disturbs  the  public  har- 
mony and  endangers  the  Union.  I  am  qnite 
disposed  to  respect  all  snch  fears  and  apprehen- 
sions, when  urged  with  seriousness ;  to  listen 
to  pablio  sentiment,  and  to  yield  much  to  public 
jnagment;  and,  I  am  happy  to  perceive  that 
the  thought  DOW  and  then  flashes  across  the 
minds  of  gentlemen,  that  there  are  two  ends  to 
this  Union,  both  of  which  should  fall  under  the 
protection  and  paternal  r^rd  of  this  Govern- 
ment. We  are  the  representatives  of  the  whole, 
and  our  affections  and  watdiMness  should  be 
commensurate  with  the  whole.  The  ruolntions 
befbre  us  propose  no  measures  for  the  ^neiial 
hnrmony,  bat  to  ^ve  certain  int^retations  to 
cooertitation  Cavorabla  to  the  slaTe  intwest 
This  is  to  avoid  the  duaolation  of  .the  Union. 
I  cannot  see  how  the  end  is  to  b«  readied  by 
the  means. 

I  wish  to  ask,  sir,  what  your  recollections  are 
in  regard  to  the  history  of  public  policy.  Yon 
have  probably  for  the  last  thirty  years  lieen  a 
witness  and  participator  in  what  has  occurred 
here,  and  your  memory  can  go  much  beyond 
that.  Yoa  know  what  has  been  the  pnblic  feel- 
ing on  the  subject  of  the  integrity  of  the  Union, 
and  what  kind  of  a  reputation  those  have  ac- 
quired who  have  been  snspected  only  of  agitat- 
ug  this  alarming  topic  How  stands  Hie  Hart- 
Ibra  OonTention  in  pablio  estimatimi?  How 
other  convendiHis  and  assonblies  of  m«Q  of 
more  recent  date,  who  were  supposed  to  medi- 
tate anfriendly  feelings  to  the  Union  f  All  hos- 
tility to  the  Union  has  at  all  times  been  viewed 
by  the  great  body  of  the  peopl4i  with  the  most 
profound  sorrow  and  regret. 

The  Abolitionists  can  have  no  motive  to  dis- 
solve the  Union.  They  have  never  been  charged 
with  such  an  object,  to  my  knowledge.  Their 
acts  may  create  alarm  and  discontent,  which 
may  tend  to  that.  There  may  be  selfish  men 
among  them,  for  the  ambitious  always  'moold 
the  moving  elements,  when  they  can,  to  ud 
th^  own  selfish  purposes:  It  would  not  be 
dn^nlar  If  sooh  were  found  among  them,  but 
their  number  cannot  be  great  Bat  how  is  the 
Abolitionist  to  be  profited,  if  his  wishes  are  all 
realized  t  If  all  the  slaves  on  the  globe  were 
made  free,  how  will  it  mend  his  condition?  In 
no  way  whatever.  He  can  gun  notiiing  by  the 
change.  But  they  repudiate,  and  very  properly, 
all  right  to  interfere  with  the  States,  and  con- 
fine Uiemselves  to  the  Territories  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Cohimbia. 

The  worst,  then,  which  can  be  stud  of  them, 
is,  that  they  are  deluded,  misguided  philan- 
thropists, fanatics— heated  with  an  unbecoming 
zeal.  I  do  not  mean  to  tonch  the  question 
of  the  expedleney  of  tlidlr  ooorae  in  asking 
for  irameoiate  abolition  in  the  District,  That 
I  will  meet  whenever  the  Senate  will  open 
k  by  receiving  their  petitirau^  but  not  until 
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then ;  for  the  right  of  petifioa  is  the  higher 
right,  and  must  first  be  vin^cated.  I  mtSL 
however,  at  all  times  go  for  the  Union,  ana 
the  whole  Union;  and  against  the  Alx^oniiAa 
if  they  propose  to  interfere  with  constitntional 
rights  or  guarantees. 

Hr.  Calhoun  said  he  had,  he  believed,  been 
in  a  standing  minority  from  the  time  the  nib- 
j^ct  of  abolition  was  flrst  agitated  in  this  body 
till  the  introduction  of  these  resolutions ;  an^ 
although  he  had  steadily  objected  to  the  recep- 
tion of  any  abolition  petitions,  so  &r  from 
taking  a  lead  in  laying  them  on  the  table,  as 
the  Senator  stated,  he  had  not,  in  a  single 
instance,  made  such  a  motion.  He  was,  on  ue 
contrary,  wholly  opposed  to  the  course.  He 
had  never  doubted  the  fblly  of  the  positiui, 
that  we  were  Iwnnd  to  recdve  petitums^  bat 
might  li^  tliem  immediately  on  the  table,'  witb- 
oat  eoDtaderation  or  discussion,  la.  the  original 
debate,  he  told  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
{Mr.  BuoHANAji,)  who  took  a  lead  in  favor  of 
that  course,  that  it  was  utterly  indefensible,  and 
that  the  reasons  he  (Mr.  B.)  assigned  to  prove 
that  we  were  bound  to  receive,  would  be  equally 
cogent  to  show  that  we  were  boimd  to  refer, 
report  on,  discuss,  and  decide  on  them.  Ho 
also  told  him  what  would  be  the  consequences 
of  his  false  position,  all  of  which  have  already 
been  realized. '  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has 
already  taken  the  precise  ground  which  he  fore- 
told would  be  taken.  Nor  is  the  Senator  less 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  be  has  been  opposed 
to  the  discussion  of  the  salject.  He  baa,  it  is 
true,  been  utterly  and  unalterably  opposed  to 
any  discussion  with  the  abolitionists.  Th^ 
have  no  right  to  come  here,  and  he  was  and  is 
for  shutting  the  door  in  their  £ace;  but  he 
never  shunned  discussion  when  the  subject 
came  fairly  up,  nor  would  he,  so  long  as  the 
Senator's  constituents  and  others  continue  to 
agitate  the  subject ;  in  proof  of  which,  he  re- 
ferred the  Senator  to  the  course  he  adopted  in 
relation  to  the  President's  Message,  some  years 
since,  on  the  circulation  of  incendiary  publica- 
tions through  the  mail.  So  far  from  avoiding 
discaa^on,  he  raised  a  special  committee  on  Uiat 
portion  of  the  Message,  made  a  full  report 
adverse  to  the  President's  views,  accompanied 
by  a  bill,  which  gave  rise  to  much  disoaamn. 
So  now,  acting  on  the  same  prindple,  he  bad 
presented  the  resolutions  aa  the  antagoniata  of 
the  Yermont  resolutions. 

Bat  this  is  not  the  only  instance  of  the  wria. 
statement  of  his  coxirse  by  the  Senator.  As- 
suming, erroneously,  as  ho  had  shown,  that  his 
position  had  been  that  Congress  has  no  right  to 
agitate  or  discuss  this  subject,  however  pre- 
sented, he  accuses  him  (Mr.  C.)  of  challen^ng 
debate  on  the  present  occasion,  and  says  that 
he  (Mr.  Davis)  would  have  remaned  alent 
had  it  not  been  for  his  challenge.  It  is  tme  he 
had  stated  that  the  political  creed  of  the  Sena- 
tor, and  thosft  who  tboaj^t  with  blm,  in  refers 
ence  to  the  origin  and  stmotore  of  onr  Govern- 
ment, BO  &r  from  afiforffing  any  oonstitotianal 
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protection  against  the  aasanlts  of  the  AboUti<m- 
hts,  had  roused  their  fanatical  spirit  ioto  action ; 
and  he  had  called  on  the  part/  generallj  who 
entertained  it,  to  show,  If  he  was  in  a  mistake  as 
to  die  effbot  m  their  creed,  what  proteoticm  it 
afforded.  If  tiie  Senator  has  constraed  this  into 
aohalloDge  to  dtBcasB  these  resolations,  he  mast 
say  he  has  most  signally  ftuled  to  meet  it.  He 
has  not  even  attempted  to  show  that  tiie  view 
which  he  and  his' party  take  of  the  constitution, 
can  aflbrd  the  least  protection  agiunst  the  dan- 
gers which  now  90  seriou^y  menace  the  country 
and  its  institnUons.  His  silence  he  had  a  right 
to  consider  as  condnaive  proof  of  the  tmth  of 
his  assertion,  and  the  Senator  ought  not  to  he 
surprised  if,  after  this  tacit  confession,  he  should 
turn  to  those  who  entertained  the  opposite  con- 
Btitational  views,  and  call  on  them  exclusively 
to  rally  to  tiie  rescue  at  this  honr  <tf  danger. 
The  Senator  was  so  oonsdoos  of  bis  weiJtness 
oo  this  point,  that  instead  of  attempting  to 
point  out  a  remedy,  when  his  political  theory 
afforded  none,  ho  took  the  opposite  course,  to 
deny  that  there  was  any  danger  to  he  repelled. 
He  told  ns,  gravely,  that  the  Abolitionists  were 
no  Disnnionists ;  that  they  had  no  ambitions 
objects ;  no  corrupt  puri>ose ;  that  they  repu- 
diated nil  interference  with  the  States;  that 
they  only  ^med  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories and  in  this  District,  where  there  were 
not  more  than  2,000  slaves;  and  that  they 
claimed  no  right,  hut  to  beg  you  to  grant  them 
the  innocent  and  harmless  boon  mey  craved, 
(of  catting  our  throats  and  burning  onr  houses,) 
and  that  these  beggars  wwe  bnt  a  handful,  of 
whom  a  large  portion  wexe  femalea.  Snch  is 
the  picture  which  he  ^ves  of  titis  small  band 
of  innocents,  and  the  harmless  motives  that 
actuate  them ;  and  this,  in  Hie  face  of  the  con- 
stant, uniform,  and  open  avowal,  that  their  ob- 
ject is  the  total  abolition  of  slaveiy  in  tlw  States, 
as  well  as  in  this  District  and  the  Territori^  and 
that  they  consider  the' abolition  in  the  latter  but 
as  the  first  step  to  abolition  in  the  former. 

As  brief  as  nas  been  his  notice  of  the  Sena- 
tor's apology  for  the  Abolitionists,  (for  such  he 
must  consider  his  speech,)  it  is  much  longer 
than  he  would  have  made  it,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  respect  which  ha  has  had  for  histalenta- 
and  character.  He  cannot  consider  the  cbnrae 
he  has  pnrsned  in  his  speech  aS  Indicative  of 
his  actual  feelings  and  f^mesa,  and  is  compelled 
to  regard  It  as  indicative  of  the  distempered 
state  of  the  public  sentiment  of  those  lie  repre- 
sented. Thas  viewed,  it  affords  an  important 
lesson  to  those  he  represented.  Throughout, 
not  a  censure  of  the  AbolitioniBts  is  whispered. 
All  is  excuse,  defence,  apology.  It  is  we,  not 
they,  who  are  the  agitators ;  it  is  we,  not  they, 
who  are  the  disturbers  of  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  the  country ;  it  is  we,  not  they,  who  are  the 
assailants ;  it  is  we,  not  they,  who  harbor  am- 
bitions and  improper  designs ;  and,  finally,  it  is 
we,  not  they,  who  meditate  disunion.  It  is  no 
crime  to  attack  us,  bat  a  heinous  ofitaoe  in  ns 
to  defend  ourselrea. 


 m 
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l£r.  NiLxs  felt  that  the  resolutions  before  the 
Senate  had  placed  himself  and  some  others  in  a 
delicate  rituation;  he  was,  and  ever  had  been, 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  agitation  of  this 
subject  itt'  Confess,  in  any  form;  he  was 
opposed  to  its  discussion  here,  believing  that  it 
woidd  tend  to  increase  the  evil  which  it  wa4 
designed  to  remove.  But  it  has  been  brought 
before  us,  and  we  are  compelled  to  act  upon  it. 

He  had  a  few  remarks  to  offer  upon  the  reso- 
lutions. They  are  here,  whether  properly  or  not, 
and  we  are  called  on  to  decide  upou  them ;  and 
when  we  arrive  at  that  point,  they  ought  to 
stand  or  fall  upon  their  own  merits,  Tliey  are 
objected  to  on  several  grounds :  first,,  as  being 
mere  abstractions,  having  no  practical  bearing; 
and  if  by  this  is  meant  that  they  are,  if  adopt^ 
to  have  no  operation  on  the  rights  of  any  one^ 
this  ol^eotion  is  correct.  Bnt  he  would  not 
add  to  what  he  had  said  on  that  point.  They 
are  also  olf}ected  to  on  the  ground  of  tliefr 
having  a  double  aspect — one  p^Ucal,  the  other 
having  reference  to  the  abolition  question. 
Some  gentlemen  think  that  they  are  altogetiier 
unsound  and  dangerous,  as  the  affirmation  of  a 

fiolitical  creed.  They  tl)ink  they  discover  a 
urking  treason  in  them,  or  a  squinting  towards 
nollificatioD.  Remove  the  veil,  says  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts,  and  yoa  discover  that 
little  thing  called  nullification. 

These  objections  had  no  great  force  on  his 
mind.  So  far  as  the  resolutions  embraced 
political  principles,  he  had  no  difficulty ;  he 
believed  them  to  be  sound  and  just,  Tb»j 
contained  a  Inief  ezporiUon  of  the  tme  thewj 
of  onr  Government;  thra«  was  notbiDg  new 
in  them ;  tb^  doctrines  were  thofle  of  the  oUL 
Bepublican  school  of  *98,  which  he  regarded  as 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  oonstitnaon ;  the 
doctrines  of  SbUe  rights  which  were  the  true 
priofiples  of  union  ana  liberfy.  They  had 
stood  the  test  of  public  opinion  and  of  public 
scmtiny,  in  every  way  and  form,  for  nearly 
lialf  a  century,  and  he  thought  it  rather  too 
late  to  call  them  in  question  now.  If,  in  the 
infauOT-  of  the  Confederacy,  these  princiides 
were  deemed  just,  and  the  only  bulwark  against 
consolidation,  the  experience  of  the  last  forty 
years  has  added  immeasurable  weight  to  the 
oonvictloa  by  whidi  they  were  then  sustained. 
This  Govwnment  has  oihibited  a  steady  tend- 
ency towards  consolidation ;  and  this  tendency, 
whilst  it  is  oonstantiy  impairing  the  rights  of 
the  States,  is  the  source  of  greatest  danger  to 
the  Union.  But  it  is  said  that  the  political 
features  of  these  resolutions,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  are  irrelevant,  and  have  nothing  to  do 
with  their  avowed  object.  He  thought  very 
differently.  Petitions  are  before  the  Senate, 
asking  us  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District, 
and  to  prohibit  the  slave-trade  between  the 
States.  We  present  these  resolutions  as  an  an- 
swer to  these  requests.  "We  hold  up  the  mir- 
ror of  the  constitution,  that  the  petitioners  and 
all  others  may  see  the  olgectiona  and  difficulties 
exirtiug  in  the  very  ^eory  and  uotora  of  the 
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GoTemment — that  they  may  see  that  some  of 
tiie  otyects  prayed  for  are  cUreotly  in  conflict 
with  ute  constitQtion,  and  that  others  have  a 
direct  and  necessary  tendency  to  disturb  the 
Union.  The  dedgns  of  these  agitators  are  not 
confined  to  this  District;  we  have  evidence 
that  ihey  are  not ;  they  are  pra>ing  for  the 
prohibition  of  the  trade  in  daves;  they  are 
already  directly  interfering  with  this  matter 
within  the  States.  These  unfortunate  men, 
who,  I  fear,  are  to  be  the  distorherB  of  their 
country's  peace,  view  Ihis  sabject  in  a  reUgioiis 
rather  than  a  p<^itieal  or  civil  aspect.  Th^ 
regard  slavetr  as  a  moral  evfl ;  as  a  rin  in  the 
of  God,  which  they  -are  in  conscience 
bound  to  set  their  fiioes  agunst  and  attempt  to 
extirpate.  Does  not  this  show  that  they  con- 
sider themselves  in  some  sense  responsible  for 
what  they  regard  as  a  crime,  which  must  pro- 
ceed from  the  consideration  that  we  are  one 
people,  one  community,  for  local  as  well  as 
generid  purposes?  These  men  mostiy  belong 
to  the  clergy,  who,  with  many  honorable  ex- 
ceptions, are,  of  all  men,  tbe  most  liable  to  &I1 
into  error  on  this  subject  Their  course  of 
reading,  reflections,  aasociations,  and  dntiea^  all 
tend  to  lead  them  Into  error  in  regard  to  the 
nature  of  our  Ooveimnent  and  politlcBl  and 
social  r^ti.  If  they  do  not  entertain  errone- 
ous views  on  this  subject,  why  do  thOT  omfine 
their  efforts  to  slavery  in  the  United  States? 
J»  there  no  slavery  elsewhere  ?  Why  do  they 
not  j^ve  their  attention  to  Ouba  and  the  island 
lying  ^ong  upon  onr  coasts  ?  Does  not  slavery 
exist  there !  and  Is  it  not  known  to  be  much 
more  cmel,  severe,  and  oppresdve  t  Who  has 
ever  heard  of  the  exertions  of  abolitionists  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  Idand  of  Ouba  I  Depend 
upon  it,  sir,  these  fanatics  act  nnder  an  Im- 
pression that  they  are  in  some  respect  respon- 
riUe  fbr  Uie  existence  of  slavery  in  the  United 
States,  beoaiiBe  tttjay  are  eitizena  of  the  aame 
eonnt^  and  belo^  to  the  same  general  com- 
mnnity.  These  resolutions  presein  this  subject 
in  its  trae  light ;  they  bold  up  the  States  as 
sq>arate  and  independent  commanitaes,  ex- 
cept for  a  few  general  imrposes;  aa  much 
separate  and  distinct  in  aU  their  concerns  and 
institutions  purely  local,  as  though  tbe  Union 
did  not  exist ;  aa  mnch  separate  and  distinct  as 
these  States  are  from  Canada,  or  Ouba,  or 
Uexico.  A  citizen  of  Vermont  has  no  more 
right  to  interfere  with  the  subject  of  slavery 
in  South  Carolina,  than  a  citizen  of  Canada. 
Is  there  not  reason  to  believe  that  Uiere  is 
mnoh  delusion  on  this  subject  f  ' 

But  what  is  the  real  source  of  danger  ?  We 
are  told  that  no  fbroe  can  be  broogfit  ag^nst 
tiie  Union  or  the  Sontb.  ThU  is  true,  sir ;  the 
danger  is  not  from  foroe.  What  is  the  strength 
of  this  Government,  and  of  this  Union  ?  Is  it 
force  1  Is  it  hacked  and  sustained  by  your 
army  and  navy ;  your  militia,  or  other  military 
establishments  1  Far  frt>m  it :  that  is  not  the 
design  of  those  national  institutions.  The 
strength  of  this  Union,     this  Government,  is 


public  opinwn.  This  Is  its  only  abidii^  foondft. 
tion;  the  rock  on  which  it  rests,  wopoairhhk 
it  most  founder.  As  long  as  that 
sound,  we  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  famoeire 
discover  the  danger  from  the  movements  and 
apparent  designs  of  the 'abolitionists.  Are  Dot 
all  their  efforts  directly  calculated  to  poisoo 
public  sentiment  f  Are  they  not  eslcalated  to 
alienate  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the  peoj^ 
of  one  section  of  the  Uni^  from  those  of 
another  t  If  th^  schemes  are  perosted  in,  ii 
there  not  reason  to  fear  that  fedhigs  vill  be 
engendered  In  both  ends  of  the  Union,  hostilB 
to  each  other  and  the  Union  Itself  t  Dim 
one  suppose  that  this  Confederate  of  8t^ 
can  be  preserved  witii  public  sentiment  hostile 
to  it;  with  feelings  nnftioidly  and  hostile 
between  the  people  of  the  two  extremlticst 
Does  any  one  snppoae  it  can  be  muotnned 
when  the  time  arrives  (but  he  hoped  it  voold 
never  arrive)  when  the  entire  population  of 
one  section  of  the  country,  compriung  nevij 
half  the  States,  become  ftuly  and  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  solemn  convictiffli  that  the 
Union,  instead  of  adding  to  their  secDritr,  is 
the  froitfol  source  of  danger  to  their  domestio 
InatttntionB,  their  property,  their  peace,  and 
their  lives  I  He  mnsfc  know  littie  of  the  nature 
of  this  Gtovemment,  and  little  of  homan  nature, 
who  can  entertain  anch  an  opinion,  Bir,  tb« 
strength  of  this  Union  is  in  the  hearts  and 
affections  of  the  people ;  in  a  settled,  alndii^ 
conviction,  that  it  is  a  sonroe  of  aecnrity,  s  beiK- 
fit,  a  bles^g.  to  all  parties  to  it. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  I  will  not  nndertoke  to 
predict  what  will  be  l^e  issue  of  this  etra^ 
at  the  North.  For  a  time,  vwy  posablj^,  tlie 
side  of  error  may  prevail.  It  was  a  sabjed 
peculiarly  calculated  to  take  hold  of  the  feeling! 
and  prejudices  of  large  classes  of  the  peofde; 
it  was  a  subject  oalcmated  to  delude  and  w»- 
lead.  But  if  the  abolition  party  ahonld^ 
vul,  and  aboUtjIon  principles  triumph,  we  ^ 
have  then  reached  the  third  stage  <tf  theeril; 
the  contest  will  then  be  brought  here,  m 
between  the  Cerent  States  of  this  Unioo. 
Then  are  to  follow  reproaches,  crinrinatiw! 
and  recriminations,  and  i«al  or  supposed  aggre^ 
sions  offered  and  repeUed ;  agitation,  alarm  m 
confusion  may  prevail,  and  the  noble  &bnc « 
the  Government  appear  to  be  falling  to  pec^ 
This  will  be  the  final  crisis,  which  may  P 
the  country  with  calamities,  bat  the  Umonw 
not  be  dissolved.  When  the  waters  erf  hitto- 
ness  have  spread  over  the  land — vh^^ 
people  have  drank  deep  from  the  cup  d 
tion — when  they  have  seen  and  tasted  snoag" 
of  the  bitter  fruits  of  ftanatidsm,  fol^,  Tashnes^ 
and  pas^on — the  good  sense  and  reason  of  tb< 
people  will  return,  the  delorion  will  snteiaa 
and  the  dark  clouds  which  have  lowered  o^cr 
our  horizon  will  gradually  disappear,  until  tbe 
snn  breaking  through  them  dimes  once  mwe 
on  our  favored  land.  Sir,  the  ITnion  vill  W* 
be  dissolved,  although  it  may  be  put  to  a  serfte 
trial.  lie  felt  a  strong  conviction,  on  ahi^ 
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confideDce  in  this ;  bat  if  he  could  for  a  moment 
believe,  that  Providence  has  ordered  otherwi8»  ' 
-^hat  this  Oonfederaoy  is  to  be  broken  down — 
it  would  malce  no  dinerence  as  to  his  course. 
"Wheo  driven  from  every  other  position,  he 
would  make  his  lost  stand  on  the  ramparts  of 
the  ooDstitntaon,  where  he  woold  make  the 
lut  rally  fbr  the  last  Btroggle  in  its  defence. 
If  nnsocoesaftil— if  he  fell— -Gie  would  ftU  with 
the  g^orioas  standard  the  Union  in  his  hand, 
and  the  words  of  the  Tenerable  ez-Prerident 
on  his  lips—"  Thb  Fbdbbal  Uhion  must  bs 

FEBSBttrBD." 

Mr.  Batabd  moTed  to  strike  om  the  words 
"  the  several  States,^'  and  insert  the  words  of 
the  constitution  itself  viz :  "  the  people  of  the 
ITnited  States."  His  object  was  to  avoid  a 
committal  to  a  political  creed,  to  which  he 
ooold  not  consent. 

Mr.  Calhoun  objected,  that  those  words 
were  ambiguoos;  they  might  he  taken  in  a 
ge<^raphical  sense,  meaning  the  inhabitants  of 
uie  northern  continent  of  America;  or  they 
might  mean  the  people,  as  a  people ;  or  they 
might  mean  the  People  only  of  the  Beveral 
s^arate  States.  The  latter  was  the  only  sense 
he  ooold  admit 

ICr.  Batabd  n^ed  that  the  very  words  of 
Hie  constitution,  to  which  every  Benator  had 
BW<»m,  could  not  surely  be  objected  to.  It 
speared  to  him  that  Mr.  0.  was  contending 
rather  to  put  his  own  peculiar  interpretation 
upon  that  mstrument,  rather  than  following  the 
instrument  itself  leaving  the  int^retation 
open. 

ISr,  Olat  of  Eentnoky  said,  if  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  woold  frame  nia  amendment 
according  to  the  histoiioal  fact,  in  the  adoptioa 
of  fhe  conatitntion,  Mr.  Clat  woold  vote  Jbr  it. 
The  historical  &ot  was,  that  the  oonstitotion 
was  adopted  by  the  people  of  the  several 
States,  acting  within  their  respective  limits. 

Mr.  Oalhouk.  We  rely  on  the  historical 
fact;  and  the  Senator  from  Delaware  ought 
not  to  force  his  interpretation  on  os. 

Mr.  Batard,  The  historical  fact  is,  that  it 
is  the  Government,  in  the  words  of  the  oonsti- 
totion, of  "the  people  of  the  United  States." 
It  is  so  decided  by  Ohief  Justice  Marshall. 
When  the  preamble  of  the  oonstitotion  was 
"We,  the  people  oC  Kew  Hampahlre,  Ver- 
mont^" &C.,  t^e  names  of  the  several  States 
were  Btriokm  oot,  aod  the  existing;  expresdon 
inserted,  in  order  to  avoid  aQ  ambigoity.  I  do 
not  depend  at  all  on  the  preamble,  but  on  the 
discossion  in  the  Convention.  I  can  demon- 
strate that  it  was  r^arded  as  a  Government 
emanating  from  the  people  as  a  general  body ; 
and  on  t£:is  sol^ect  I  snail  he  ready  to  wield 
a  lance  with  the  Senator  on  any  sobstantial 
occasion. 

Mr.  Batard'b  amendment  was  lost — ^yeas  8, 
nays  84 ;  and  the  third  resolntion  was  adopted 
— yeas  81,  nays  II. 


TirxaoAT,  Jaaaetj  9. 
Mt.  Caihoun^t  JBetolutions. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
Mr.  CALHoim's  resolotioDB,  on  the  relations,  dec, 
oi  the  States  and  General  Government  The 
qoestion  bdng  on  the  fonrth  of  the  series. 

Mr.  Gbuhdt  said  titat,  having  been  absoit 
flrom  rioknesB  when  the  votes  were  reonrded  on 
tiie  passed  resolutions,  he  took  this  opportoni^ 
of  saying  that  he  zealously  concurred  with  th« 
object  (»  the  resolotions,  and.  bad  he  been 
present,  should  have  voted  in  avor  of  every 
one  of  them. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  4th  resolution, 
and  was  carried,  as  follows : 

Yxis.— Hesars.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Blade, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthb^  Fultdo, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Nicholas, 
Nilea,  NorveU,  Fierce,  Freston,  Rives,  Roane,  Rob- 
inson, Serier,  Smith  of  Conneoticat,  Strange, Walker, 
White,  WiUiMDS,  Wi^t,  and  Tomw— 84. 

Nats.— Ueeara.  tft^eui,  MmtIb,  nentiss,  SmMi 
(tf  Indiana,  and  Swift — 5. 

The  qnestion  then  recurred  on  the  adoption 
of  the  fifth  resolution  as  follows : 

"  Seaohtd,  Th^  the  intermeddling  of  any  Stattt 
or  States,  or  tbeir  dtizena,  to  abolish  slavery  in  this 
District,  or  any  of  Ae  Tenitories,  on  the  ground,  or 
under  the  pretext,  tliat  it  is  immoral  or  suifiil,  or 
the  passage  of  any  act  or  measure  of  Congreea,  with 
that  view,  would  be  a  direct  and  dangeoms  attadc  on 
the  institations  of  all  the  dave-holdii^  Stirtes." 

Me.  Smiths  of  Connecticut,  did  not  intend  to 
press  on  the  Senate  any  remarks  of  his  whUe 
t^ese  resolutions  were  xmder  disensrim.  But 
he  rose  to  express  his  views  as  to  the  difiGerenM 
between  the  resolotions  wldch  had  been  pgasGd 
and  the  one  at  present  before  tiiem.  iliose 
that  were  passed  were  only  dedaraton^  of  con- 
stitutional rights^  which  he  Uiooght  they  wero 
bound  to  recognize,  and  on  these  groonds  he 
gave  his  support  to  them.  Bnt  what  was  this 
Rlth  resolution  ?  Was  it  not  wholly  different 
fW)m  the  others  ?  This  was  a  field  in  which 
the  people  of  these  United  States  had  a  right 
to  enter  and  to  discuss — the  ezpedieocy  of 
slavery  in  this  District.  If  we  are  called  on 
here  to  act  as  lej^attnrs,  he,  for  one,  woold  be 
ready  to  say  that  it  woud  not  be  e^wdient  to 
I^^ate  on  the  suljject,  because  it  woold  be 
unjost  to  the  holders  of  slave  property,  but  be 
woold  be  onwi^ing  to  say  that  it  was  nneonsti- 
totional  to  abolish  slaveiv  in  this  District 

When  they  came  to  tuk  of  prescribing  lim- 
its to  the  discussions  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  they  were  not  acting  within  the  limits 
of  their  doty,  If^  said  Mr.  6.,  we  do  not  act  in 
conf(>rmity  to  the  will  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  they  can  exercise  a  proper  cheek 
or  control  over  ns.  What  was  this  fifth  resolo* 
tion  bnt  the  prescribing  a  rule  to  limit  the  dis- 
cosaions  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
hereafttf,  and  the  setting  thooselvas  up  as 
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censors  over  them  ?  This  Mr.  S.  thought,  was 
going  far  beyond  the  limits  of  their  duty. 
While  he  \vould  cheerfiilly  oppose  any  uncon- 
stitutional interference  with  the  institations  of 
tiie  States,  ho  would  at  the  same  time  avoid 
expreiBiQg  aay'  opiniooB  adverse  to  the  right 
of  tJbe  people  to  diaoaaa  anch  8ut|}ects  as  were 
propeny  open  to  them. 

Mr.  PiBsoE,  of  Kew  Hampahire,  said :  The 
District  of  Columbia  was  now  empnaUoallj  the 
battle-field  of  the  abolitionists,  and  the  resolu- 
tion immediately  under  consideratioD,  with, 
perhaps,  some  modifications  in  phraseology, 
would  present  the  true  issue  here  and  to  &e 
country. 

If  the  grave  objections  suggested  on  the  other 
side  were  sustained  by  an  ezamiQation  of  the 
resolutions  tliomselves,  or  a  course  of  sound 
argumentation,  they  would  insure  my  oppo- 
riUoo.  What  are  they  t  The  first  that  reached 
my  ear  was,  that  th^  contain  latoit  nnllifica- 
tioD.  I  have  wutod  to  hear  the  particular 
resolution,  sentence  or  phrase  pointed  out  in 
-which  this  heresy  is  supposed  to  be  c(mcealed, 
and  I  have  wuted  in  vain.  Having,  then, 
assertion  on  one  side,  and  what  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  "plain  reading  of  the  resolutions  and 
the  frank  and  unqualified  declaration  of  the 
tnover  on  the  other,  I  m\ist  be  excused  if  I  do 
not  take  the  alarm.  , 

We  have  next  eloquent  disqnisitions  upon  the 
Hberty  of  speech  and  the  freedom  of  the  press. 
To  every  sentiment  uttered  upon  these  sub- 
ieots  I  yield  my  cordial  assent;  hut  why  intro- 
aaced  on  this  particnlar  occasion,  I  have  been 
at  a  loss  to  determine.  Would  an;-  man  here 
abridge  the  liberty  of  speech,  or  andl  the 
freedom  of  the  press  t  I  take  it  not.  Is  tbere 
any  thing  in  the  resolntioas  to  sanction  an 
inrasion  of  either?  Not  a  syllable.  That 
tiiese  are  privileges  most  dear  to  every  Ameri- 
oaoj  is  freely  admitted  by  all.  Why  such  a 
vanety  of  changes  have  been  rung  npon  them 
in  this  debate,  others  may  determine. 

But  it  is  further  urged  agdnst  the  resolutions, 
that  they  are  mere  abstractions.   Sir,  it  is 

Suite  immaterial  what  jiame  you  apply  to 
[letn ;  sufiicient  is  it  that  they  meet  tiie  case, 
that  they  encounter  the  Abolitionist  upon 
sound  and  tenable  ground,  and  furnish  a  con- 
clusive answer  to  his  importunities.  To  say 
that  the  petitions  refer  only  to  this  District,  and 
tiiat  the  principles  asserted  in  the  preceding 
resolutions  are  consequently  without  applica- 
tion, is  perfectly  idle.  It  is  impossible  to  read 
a  single  number  of  the  leading  Abolition  periodi- 
cals, without  perceiving  that  their  object  reaches 
beyond  this  District,  and  stops  at  no  point 
short  of  general  emancipation  in  the  States. 
And  yet,  sir,  I  suspect  that  you  would  find 
few  intelligent  Abohtionists,  who  would  assert 
that  Congress  has  tiie  constitotional  power  to 
interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States ;  bnt  admit- 
ting the  want  of  power  here,  they  hold  it  to 
he  their  duty,  as  mdividoals,  to  persevere  in 
theoanse.  E^sarding  the  institution  of  slavery 


[25tb  Cokq. 

I.  as  morally  wrong,  or  sinful,  if  you  please,  they 
ironsider  themselves,  as  citizens  of.  the  Unions 
responsible  for  its  oontinaance,  wherever  it 
ma}  exist  within  our  borders.  This  feeling 
has  Its  orkin,  to  some  extent,  in  a  misappre- 
henrion  <h  tiie  structure  of  oar  GoTetnment, 
and  this  error  the  preceding  ries<dutions  are 
calculated  to  correct.  They  assat,  in  effect, 
that  the  citizen  of  Kew  Hampshire  is  no  more 
responsible,  morally  or  politically,  for  the  exist- 
ence and  continuance  of  this  domestic  institu- 
tion in  Virginia  or  Maryland,  than  he  Tonld  be 
for  the  existence  of  any  sUnUar  Institutions  in 
France  or  Persia. 

Now,  let  these  doctrines  be  univerEallj  under- 
stood and  admitted,  and  you  take  one  great  step 
toward  satisfying  the  consciences  of  honest, 
but  misguided  people,  in  one  section  of  the 
country,  and  quieting  the  irritation,  for  whidi 
there  has  been  too  much  cause,  in  tlie  other. 
This  we  have  attempted  to  do.  We  .are  bonnd 
to  ^  fiirther,  and  frankly  to  declare  to  these 
petitioners,  that  so  long  as  slavery  shall  continue 
in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  it  is  vain  for  them 
to  expect  its  abolition  here;  that  we  are  for- 
bidden to  legislate  upon  this  sabject,  under 
existing  circumstances,  by  obligations  hardly 
inferior  to  the  constitation  itself;  that  Congress 
cannot  abolish  slavery  in  this  District,  against 
the  wishes  of  the  inliabitants,  without  a  gross 
breach  of  public  faith,  and  an  outrageous  in- 
fraction of  private  rights. 

At  the  time  the  cession  was  made,  domestic 
slavery  existed  in  the  States  of  Maryland  and 
Vir^ia :  it  still  exists  there ;  and  it  has  also 
existed  hare  from  that  day  to  this.  Kow,  how 
is  it  posdble  to  ndstake  what  must  hare  been 
the  understanding  of  both  parties  at  the  timet 
No  man,  it  strUras  me,  can  doubt  for  a  moment, 
who  will  regard,  without  pr^udice,  the  relative 
position  of  this  "  ten  miles  square,"  the  objects 
of  the  cession,  and  the  manif^  interests  oi  the 
States  making  it  Who  can  believe  that  these 
patriotic  States  would  have  parted  with  their 
territory,  if  they  could  have  supposed  that  the 
rights  and  property  of  their  citizens,  living  upMi 
it,  were  to  be  invaded,  against  their  consent, 
and  in  defiance  of  their  remonstrances  ?  I  have 
no  heutation  in  saying  that  I  consider  slavery 
a  social  and  political  evil,  and  most  sincerely 
wish  that  it  had  no  existence  upbn  the  £ace  oi 
tiie  earth ;  but  it  is  perfectiy  immaterial  bow 
it  may  be  r^arded,  either  by  you  or  myaelf ; 
it  la  not  for  us  to  nt  in  judgment,  and  deter- 
mine whether  the  rights  secured  to  the  ^fier^t 
States  by  the  constitation  are  blessings  or 
otherwise;  it  is  sufficient  for  the  argnment  that 
they  are  rights,  which  the  inhahitanta  do  not 
choose  to  relinquish. 

Mr.  CBrnsNDEK,  of  Kentucky,  rose.  He  said 
that  if  the  object  of  these  resolutions  was  to 
produce  peace  and  allay  excitement,  it  aM>eared 
to  him  that  they  were  not  very  likely  to 
accomplish  such  an  obiect  More  vague  and 
general  abstractions  than  they  were  ooold 
hardly  have  been  brought  lomnxdt  and  they 
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were  more  calcinated  to  produce  agitation,  and 
stir  up  discoDtont  and  baa  blood,  than  to  do  any 
good  whatever,  fiucb,  he  knew,  waa  the  gen- 
eral opiaion  of  Southern  men,  few  of  whom, 
however  they  assented  to  the  abetractiona,  ap- 
proved of  this  method  of  agitating  the  flnbject. 
He  was  qntte  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  what  good 
snob  resolutions  could  effect ;  there  was  nothing 
practical  in  them ;  thej  were  in  the  air,  aerial, 
nnbusiness-Iike,  tiieoretical  abstractions,  only 
calculated  to  agitate,  and  to  bring  the  ligfits 
of  the  Sonth  to  trial,  to  bring  them  up  for  dis- 
CQa»loD,  to  create  difference  and  discord  on 
abstract  questions  among  those  who  all  agreed 
on  the  one  practical  point,  viz :  that  the  rights 
of  the  Soath  must  be  preserved.  He  vonld 
not  eay  that  they  were  the  work  of  abolition- 
ism, but*  of  this  ho  was  certain,  that  such  a 
mode  of  brining  the  South  to  trial,  and  pat- 
ting np  her  nghts  to  be  disputed,  by  drawing 
out  theories  on  which  no  two  men  could  abso- 
lutely agree,  was  most  eminently  calculated  to 
aid,  and  no  doubt  would  greatly  aid,  the  aboli- 
tionists. The  mover  of  these  resolutions  relies 
muoly  upon  two  points  to  carry  the  Sraute 
with  him :  firsts  he  reiterates,  over  and  over 
again,  the  trite  theme  uid  erf  of  "  danger  to 
the  Union ; "  and  next,  tiiat,  if  he  is  not  fol- 
.•lowed  in  this  movement)  he  nrges  the  inevi- 
table consequence  of  the  "  destraotion  of  the 
Union." 

Mr.  0.  thought  it  posnble  the  gentieman 
might  be  mistaken.  It  possibly  might  not  be 
exactiy  trae  that,  to  save  the  Union,  it  was 
necessary  to  follow  him.  On  the  contrary, 
some  were  of  opinion,  and  he  for  one  was  mnch 
inclined  to  be  of  thb  same  view,  that,  to  follow 
the  distingoisbed  mover  of  these  resolntions, 
to  parsae  the  course  of  initadon,  a^tation,  ana 
iniutaidadon  which  he  chalked  out,  would  be 
the  ve^  best  and  sorest  method  that  oonld  be 
cihalkea  out,  to  destroy  this  great  and  happy 
Union.  The  Senator  (Ur.  Oalhocn)  is  dimy, 
and  almost  twenty  times  a  day,  telling  us  that 
the  disease  is  great — is  terrible — is  frightful — is 
absolutely  incurable  I  But,  if  it  be  as  ne  repre- 
senta,  if  the  disease  be  Incurable,  why  does  he 
come  forward  as  a  phyrician  to  heal  a  disease 
which  he  himself  declares  to  us  is  past  dl 
healing  t  What  can  possibly  be  the  object 
of  the  resolutions,  if  the  evil  they  propose  to 
assuage  is  past  all  cnref  "What  was  the  use 
of  brining  them  forward,  if  the  gentleman  is 
sinoere  in  thinking  tbat  no  i^Iication  can  be 
of  any  benefit  to  a  disease,  which  he  paints 
every  honr  of  the  day  as  bcnng  frightfolly  re- 
moved from  all  the  powers  of  remedy?  Is 
anch  language,  on  the  other  hand,  only  intended 
as  a  politic  method  of  carrying  by  force  and 
terror  and  alarm  even-  trembluig  vote  in  his 
tr^n  ?  Whatever  might  be  the  object  of  the 
gentleman,  it  certeinly  appeared  rather  strange 
to  him  (Mr.  Obittknden)  that  he  should  bring 
forwHi^  his  resolutions  as  -  a  remedy,  and 
descant  raoet  forcibly  np<HL  their  healing,  teat- 
iog,  onring,  and  satutorj-  powmy  and  akuMt 
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in  the  same  breath  tell  ns  that  the  disease  is  so 
fearftil,  BO  far  gone,  so  alarming,  so  terrific, 
that  his  very  remedy  which  he  offers  is  good 
for  nothing  [ 

So  far  it  appeared  to  Hr.  0.  that  Mr,  Oal- 
houn's  course  was  not  calculated  to  he^  or  to 
roduce  peace,  though  snch  he  professed  were 
is  objects.  There  was  again  another  argu- 
ment on  which  he  rested,  which  also  appeared 
to  Kr.  Oeittkndkn  calculated  to  produce  con- 
fidence !n  the  AboIiUonlsts,  and  alarm  in  the 
South,  and  all  the  fiiende  of  the  Sonth ;  cal- 
cnlated,  he  thought,  if  it  were  not  expoMd  and 
avoided,  to  add  thickly  to  the  ranks  of  aboli- 
tionism,  and  to  weaken  the  ranks  of  the  Boath, 
by  forcing  out  many  of  its  warmest  and  most 
ardent  friends  and  supporters.  The  argument 
was  —  though  not  of  course  so  plainly  and 
openly  expressed — tbat  there  conld  be  no  con- 
fidence in  any  opposition  to  abolitionism,  miless 
it  came  from  Mr.  Oalhouh  and  his  party  1 
unless  it  came  from  the  State  rights  party  I 
And,  therefore,  the  necessarv  consequence 
which  follows  is,  that  unless  ue  whole  coun- 
try shall  follow  the  gentleman,  and  range 
themselves  behind  him  in  his  partr,  there  can 
be  no  preservation  of  the  Unicoi,  there  can  be 
no  available  exposition  to  abolitionism  I  Such 
a  mode  of  actmg  and  reasoning  upon  tiie  sub- 
jeot  appeared  to  Mr.  0.  as  making  a  etalkhig 
horse,  a  tool,  of  abolitionism,  to  serve  as  a 
mean,  and  as  an  instrument  of  promoting  per^ 
sonal  views  and  party  ambition,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  infinite  good  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Prbston  suggested  to  the  mover  to  strike 
out  the  words  "on  the  ground  or  under  the 
^etext  that  it  waa  immoral  or  n'T^I,"  and 
insert  "  on  any  pretext  whatetorJ' 

Hr.  Oalhovn  objected  to  striking  oot  the 
words  rcArred  to  by  his  colleague ;  may  meet 
the  Abolitiouists  directly :  but  would  aecept  ai 
a  modifieaUon  the  words  he  proposed  to  add. 

Mr.  Pbsston  moved  farther  to  insert  the 
words  "also  a  violation  of  the  public  lidth 
implied  in  the  cession  of  this  District  by  the 
States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland." 

Mr,  Oalhoun  had  always  been  of  the  opinion 
that  any  interference  with  sUvery  in  this 
District  would  not  only  be  a  violation  of  the 

fmblic  faith  to  the  SUtes  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
and,  but  would  also  be  a  direct  violation  of 
the  8th  amended  article  of  the  constitution.* 
He  had  not,  however,  thought  proper  to  assert 
it,  as  he  knew  that  there  was  a  m^ority  in  the 
Senate  of  a  different  (winion,  and  as  his  olject 
was  to  place  the  question  on  no  particular  wr- 
tion  of  the  constitution,  but  on  its  general  cnar- 
'  aoter  and  structure,  which  he  thought  was  much 
stronger,  and  much  less  liable  to  be  disputed. 
He  would  neither  olgeet  nor  assent  to  the  pro- 
posed modification. 

*  Thm  mait  bs  bodm  enor  In  thta  ntmuetf  m  th« 
•Ightb  ■nMDdad  irtida  hu  no  nUtloB  to  tbe  raltf eat,  sod 
merely  ft)rbld*  ezoeMlT«  Ml  to  ba  reqalrad,  or  ezoavlTe 
lift**  Inipowd,  or  orufil  wiwiyini  pnnliluMitts  fiifllitt^  ■ 
BM  does  ■aj' «thar  irUdA  SMm  to        to  It 
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Hr.  Pbbstoh's  second  amendment  wa»  agreed 
to. 

Ifr.  Out,  q€  Keataokj,  said  that  he  could 
vote  tat  neiuier  the  fifth  nor  sixth  resolutions, 
In  the  shape  in  irluoh  they  were  |wesented  by 
tiie  S«iator  from  Sonth  Carolina. 

I  'have  voted,  (continued  Hr.  G,,)  withont 
hesitation,  ftxt  toe  first  Teecdntiona  offered  by 
that  Senator,  after  they  wen  modified  or 
amended,  not  from  any  confidence  which  I 
have  in  their  healing  virtnes.  "With  respect  to 
the  point  so  mnch  insisted  npon  in  this  debate, 
and  which  had  prodnoed  gt^at  controversy  in 
former  times,  whether  the  constitntion  is  to  be 
regarded  as  the  work  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  coUeotavely,  or  of  the  separate 
States  oompoedng  the  Oraifeaerao^,  I  have  uwegra 
thought  that  nuffe  importanoe  m  attadied  to  it 
than  it  deserves.  The  real  qneation  in.  ocmsid- 
ering  the  instroment  ia^  not  how  the  constitn- 
tion was  made,  hot  what  is  it,  as  it  is  f  I  have 
always  understood,  oceording  te  historical  fact, 
that  the  oonstitntion  was  mmned  by  a  conven- 
tion^ oomposed  of  delegates  appointed  by  the 
L^ulatnres  of  the  several  States  f  and  that 
after  it  was  adopted,  it  was  snbmitted  to  con- 
ventions of  Delates,  chosen  by  the  people  of 
the  several  States,  each  acting  separately  by 
and  for  itself;  and^  being  ratified  by  the.oon- 
ventiona  of  a  snfflcient  nmnber,  it  became  the 
Oonstitation  of  the  United  Stat^  or,  in  its  own 
hiwaage,  of  the  petmle  oi  the  United  States. 

The  Buies  of  leeiuationB  under  oonilderation 
Las  been  introdnoed  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Oandina,  after  he  and  othw  Senators  firom  the 
6onth  had  deprecated  disouadon  on  the  delicate 
snlijeot  to  which  they  relate.  They  have  ooca- 
^oned  much  discussion,  in  which .  hitherto  I 
have  not  partioipatod.  I  hope  that  the  tend- 
ency of  the  resolntions  may  be  to  allay  the  ex- 
citement which  unhappily  prevaUs,  in  respect 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery ;  but  I  confess,  Ur. 
Prendent,  that,  taken  altogether,  and  in  ooa- 
nection  with  other  circumstances,  and  espe- 
cially considering  the  manner  in  which  their 
anihor  has  pressed  them  on  the  Senate,  I  fear 
that  they  will  have  tiie  opporite  effect ;  and 
partioidarly  at  the  Nortii,  tti^  they  may  in- 
eceaae  and  eza^erate,  instead  of  d^TnW'tf'ipg 
and  assnaf^g  the  easting  irritation.  And  I 
cannot  bat  r^ard  the  unnecessary  oomblnalion 
of  the  snlgect  of  abc^itaon  with  that  alioi  and 
the  most  exciting  of  all  sabjects  at  the  OTesent 
period,  the  annexation  of  l^xas  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  same  series  of  resolutions,  as  pe- 
culiarly nnfortnnate.  I  know  that  Texas  is  not 

rially  mentioned  in  the  IdA  resolution,  bat 
country  will  understand  the  intention  and 
allusion.  It  cannot  be  forootten  that,  imme- 
diately after  the  tidings  of  uie  memorable  bat- 
tie  of  San  Jacinto  reached  this  city,  the  Sen- 
atOT  from  Booth  Carolina  (Mr.  CALHoxm)  ex- 
pressed in  the  Senate  his  opinion  that  the  inde- 
pendenee  of  Texas  onriit  immediatdy  to  be 
reot^nized,  and  his  vidi  that^  before  the  ad- 
jonramant  of  Oongress^  It  should  be  annexed 
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to  the  United  States.  A  resolution  now  lies  nwm 
tlM  table  of  the  Senate,  introduced  by  tiie  outer 
SraiatOT  from  Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  VxMmm^ 
,  mwMxdng  a  ocmtinsent  annexatiiHi  of  it  to  tiie 
ijnited  Sates.  'When  these  fiacts  are  b«iie  in 
mind,  will  not  all  underhand  the  last  reac^ 
tion,  although  abstract  in  form,  as  intended  to 
commit  the  Senate,  in  advance,  to  the  annexa- 
tion? Onr  purpose,  our  anxious  aim,  aboold 
be  to  oompose  the  North,  to  arrest  the  progr» 
of  the  spirit  of  abolition,  and  to  give  strength 
and  confidence  .to  the  numerous,  friends  of  the 
Union  in  that  quarter.  Is  it  then  wise  and  dis- 
creet to  blend  these  two  unhappy  caoses  of  agi- 
tation t(^ther  ? 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  offmd 
his  resolutions,  he  tells  us,  to  revive  and  rally 
the  State  rifi^ts  party.  But  I  cannot  think  that 
the  eilave-huding  States  ought  to  ocnuent  to 
plaoe  theh*  peculiar  interests  in  the  exidnidve 
safe-keeping  of  any  one  party,  however  correct 
some  of  us  may  believe  its  principles  to  be. 
P^ee  rise  up  and  go  down,  but  the  constitn- 
tion resoains  a  peipetual  and  sure  bulwark 
against  all  attacks  upon  the  rights  of  the  slave- 
holding  States,  from  whatever  qnarter  they 
may  proceed.  No,  sir :  do  not  let  us  put  our 
trust  in  any  party  exclusively ;  let  us  involra 
the  united  guardianship  of  all— the  Whigs^  the 
Democratic  party,  the  Bepublicau  party,  the 
Jackson  Yan  Boren  party,  the  Federal  party, 
the  Union  ^arty,  the  Nullifin^  and  the  Looo 
Fooos — all,  in  preserving  the  invifdalnli^  of 
the  o(mstitotion,  and  protecting  sgiunst  arflfx 
euoroaohment  delicate  and  momentous  inter- 
ests, which  cannot  be  serionsly  tonehed 
out  endangering  the  stalnlit|y  of  oar  entire  po- 
Utical  fabric. 

"We  want  in  the  slava-holdim;  States  nothii^ 
done  here  to  stimolate  our  vi^pwnoe,  or  to  nnito 
us  upon  the  sulject  of  our  present  delibmUioDa. 
We  may  differ  there  in  the  degree  of  senability 
which  we  display ;  but  we  are  all  firmlj  ai^ 
unanimously  resolved  to  defend  and  maintain 
our  rights  at  all  hazards ;  and  should  the  hour 
of  trial  ever  come,  those  who  appear  now  the 
least  agitated,  will  not  be  behind  tnrae  who  are 
fiaremost  and  loudest  in  pool^ming  the  exist- 
ence <rf  danger.  I  have  mqnired  <Mr  Northern 
Senators,  charged  with  the  presentation  oi  abo- 
Uti<Hi  petitiona,  whether  the  ^irit  of  abc^ticw- 
ism  was  spreading ;  and,  if  so,  what  was  tlie 
cause.  Their  answw  was,  that  it  was  increas- 
ing; and  that  the  cause  was  the  impiresaeii 
which  the  Abolitionists  had  been  able  to  make 
on  the  Northern  mind,  that  the  constitntiooal 
right  of  petition  was  denied  them  by  the  two 
Honses  of  Congress. 

The  peoi)le  may  attempt  to  exercise  that 
right  of  petition  in  three  different  descriptions 
of  cases:  let.  In  instances  where  C<Asrcas 
manifestiy  does  not  possess  the  oonstitiitional 
power  to  grant  the  rdief  pr^^  fbr.  Id  thea^ 
the  petitim  may  be  i^ectod  inatantlj,  wtthoot 
refnmoe  and  without  debate^  and  no  Jnst  caoBe 
of  compynt  wonld  exist  2i.  In  oases  wbsn 
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tbe  constitutional  power,  the  exercise  of  which 
ifl  invoked,  is  controverted,  donbtfal,  or  nncer- 
tuD.  In  Uteae,  a  referenoe  of  the  petition  may 
be  necessary  to  ezamine  into  the  existence  of 
the  power,  as  well  as'  into  the  expediencj  of 
exercifiinff  it  Of  this  conb^jverted  nature  is 
the  I^^ative  power  of  Congress  in  this  Dis- 
trict No  one  would  conteiid  that  a  petition 
to  establish  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  should 
be  initantij  r^ectod,  witbont  debate  and  with- 
out Tef«r«ic«,  upon  the  sole  ffronnd  that  a  la:^ 
portion  of  the  Senate  shoola  think  it  nnoonsti- 
tationd.  And  8d,  In  cases  where  the  power 
is  inoontestftbly  possessed  br  Oongress  to  grant 
4he  redress  prayed  for.  Id  me  two  last  descrip- 
tions <^  cases,  I  think  that  Oongress  is  bound 
attentively  to  receive  the  petitions,  mi  re- 
spectfolly  to  dispose  of  them. 

It  has  been  argued  that,  when  a  petition  is 
once  pat  in  the  possession  of  the  Senate,  the 
right  of  petitioning  has  been  practically  en- 
Joyed  ;  and  that  the  Senate  may  r^eot  it  in- 
sbuitly,  refer  it,  lay  it  upon  the  tame^  or  dis- 
pose of  it  as  may  be  thought  proper.  Undoubt- 
edly this  is  tnw  \  bat  in  the  great  badness  c£ 
human  Ufb,  pubho  and  private,  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  transacted  is  often  as  important, 
sometimes  more  important,  than  what  is  done 
or  refused.  And  a  wise  Government  should 
be  particularly  careful  not  to  wound  or  inflame 
popular  sensibility  on  subjects  re^wcting  which 
large  masses  choose  to  exercise  the  consti- 
tntioaal  right  of  petition.  The  course  which 
the  Senate  has  pursued,  in  regard  to  these  abo- 
lition petitions,  for  about  two  years  past,  is 
this:  a  Senator  states  from  his  place  that  he 
is  charged  with  the  presMitation  of  one  <Kt 
tiiem,  and  mores  that  it  be  reoeired.  Anotlier 
SenatOT  thereupon  rises,  •and  moves  that  the 
motion  to  ree^TO  the  petition  be  hud  nwm  the 
table ;  and  the  Senate  eoeordinfl^y  orders  tba 
motion  to  receive  the  petition  to  be  laid  upon 
the  table ;  and  Uma  the  petition  is  not  received 
in  a  parliamentary  sense.  The  Senate  does  not 
deolae  tiie  question  of  its  reception. 

This  course- 1  liave  dways  thought  unfortu- 
nate. It  is  unsatisfactory.  The  petitioners  feel 
that  they  have  been  n^lected,  and  they  allege 
that  the  right  of  petition  has  been  denied.  But 
it  has  been  contended  that  these  petitioners  are 
mad  and  reckless  fluiatios,  and  it  has  been  tu- 
dignautiy  asked  whether  t^ey  merit  respectful 
treating  2Cr.  Frei^dent,  my  obserration  and 
wperienoB  in  life  have  taoi^t  me,  that  when 
we  are  addressed  or  aasttled,  our  conduct 
diotdd  not  be  rwulatod  by  the  harsh,  vitupera- 
tive, or  &natical  language,  or  the  condition, 
whatever  it  m^  be,  of  those  who  approach  us, 
but  by  the  standard  of  our  own  respectability, 
standing,  and  character  in  life.  And  in  regard 
to  these  petitions,  the  qoestion  should  not  be 
so  much  what  do  the  petitioners  deservei,  as 
what  is  due  from  the  calm,  devated,  difmined, 
august  oharaoter  oi  the  Senate  of  tlie  Dnltod 
States  t 

It  ^tpem  to      rir,  tint  vhat  beeomes  us 
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is  to  keep  the  Abolitionists  separate  and  dittinot 
from  all  other  classes,  standing  out  in  bold  and 
prominent  relief  ^  and  the  enojectof  abolition 
sepu'ato  and  distinct  from  the  right  of  petition, 
from  Texas,  and  from  all  other  subjects;  let 
them  stand  alone,  unmixed  with  the  rest  of  the 
community,  withoi^'  tiie  general  sympathy,  and 
exposed  to  the  overwhebmng  force  of  the  united 
opuuon  oi  ah  wEo  dedre  the  peace,  the  harmony 
and  union  of  this  Oonndera(^.  I  woola 
rec^ve,  Tespeotftally  receive,  their  petitions, 
refer  tiiem,  and  oootslonally  present  calm,  di»- 
pasuonate,  and  argumentative  reports  a^inst 
them.  This  is  tlie  manner  in  which  petitions 
for  abolition  were  rec^ved  in  the  first  Con- 
gress, upon  the  recommendation  of  Ur.  iiadi- 
son ;  and  that  in  which  they  were  ever  after^ 
wards  reo^ved,  until  the  practice  was  changed 
about  two  yeaiB  ago. 

But  it  is  said  that  these  fanatics  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  any  ailment ;  and  it  is  trium- 
phantly asked,  Will  you  condescend  to  argoe 
with  such  deluded  penona  t  Yes  I  I  jea^ 
To  preserve  fhsee  admirable  institntiona  oS 
ours,  and  this  glorious  Union  from  tlie  poea- 
bility  of  sU  daiiger,  I  would  argue  with  any 
one,  with  lunatics  themselves,  in  their  ludd 
intervals,  and  argiie  ag^n  and  again.  It  is  not, 
however,  to  call  alone  the  AboUtionists  to  a 
sense  of  peace  and  du^,  that  these  appeals  to 
the  reason,  the  judgment,  and  the  patriotism 
of  the  country,  should  be  sent  forth  from  these 
halls.  They  would  address  themselves,  with 
powerful  effect,  to  all  that,  vastiy  the  lai^est, 
portion  of  the  Korthem  community  who  are 
uninfected  by  abolitionism.  When  has  Con- 
gress unsuccessfully  appealed  to  the  intelli- 
gence.  the  patriotisoif  and  the  vaUw  of  the 
Amerioan  people!  In  sooh  a  oanse  we  should 
never  tire  nor  deroair, 

Ur.  Frerident,  I  have  no  a^iwehearion,  not 
the  nnallest,  fin-  the  safotr  of  the  Uni<Ma,  from 
any  state  of  things  which  now  exists.  I  wiU 
not  answer  for  consequences  which  may  ensue 
from  harsh  and  opprobrious  language,  and  from 
indiscretion  and  rashness  on  the  part  of  indi- 
viduals or  of  Oongress,  here  or  elsewhere.  We 
allow  ourselves  to  speak  too  frequentiy,  and 
with  too  muc^  levity,  of  a  separatim  of  this 
Union.  It  is  a  terrible  word,  to  which  our 
ears  should  not  be  familiarized.  I  deeire  to  see 
in  continued  safety  and  prosperity  thi$  Union, 
and  no  other  Union.  I  go  fw  this  Union  as  it 
is,  one  and  indl^dUe,  without  dindnntimi.  Z 
will  neither  vohmta^  leave  it,  nw  be  driven 
out  of  it  by  force.  Here,  in  my  place,  I  shall 
contend  for  sll  the  rights  of  the  State  which 
has  sent  me  here.  I  shall  contend  for  them 
with  undoubting  confidence,  and  in  all  the  se- 
curity which  the  Union  couers,  under  all  the 
high  sections  which  the  guarantees  of  the  con- 
stitution afford,  and  with  the  perfect,  conviction 
that  tjiey  are  safer  in  the  Union  than  tbey 
would  be  out  of  the  Union.  I  am  opposed  to 
separate  confederacies  and  to  aU  sectional 
conventions.  No  state  of  actaal  danger  ezisti 
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to  render  them  expedient,  or  to  jastify  delibera- 
tioa  aboat  them.  This  Unioti,  this  Govem- 
meat,  has  done  nothing,  nothing  whatever,  to 
excite  the  smaUeat  alami.  It  wul  do  nothioff ; 
hot  If  it  ahoold ;  if;  contrarj  to  all  hunan  proV 
ahili^,  the  rights  and  the  security  of  the  dare- 
hfdding  States  sbaU  be  assdled  by  anr  uithor> 
itative  act  emanating  irom  thiacapitd,  a  state 
(tf  fhingi  for  resistance,  forcible  resistance,  will 
then  oconr.  It  will  be  time  enough  then  to 
act.  No  man  in  fUU  health  will  take  medicine 
because  he  may  be  slolc,  amputate  a  perfeotly 
sound  limb,  because  it  may  be  fractured  or 
seized  with  gangrene,  or  perpetrate  suicide  be- 
cause death  is  his  ultimate  and  Inevitable 
doom.  And,  sir,  when  that  fatal  day  sliall 
come,  if  it  ever  do  come,  when  the  slave-holding 
States  have  to  defend,  by  force,  their  rights,  the 
State  whose  servant  I  am  will  rush  to  b^tle. 
■a  she  always  has  dcme,  with  her  aecttstomea 
ardor,  aod  with  gallantry  nnsnrpassed  by  that 
<^aDy  other  State.  And  those  States  and  their 
citizens  will  be  found  to  sostala  these  rights 
with  most  vigor  and  success,  who,  munoved  by 
false  alanns  or  Imaginary  or  aggravated  dangers, 
with  a  firm  and  fixed  puipose  of  soul,  stand 
prepared,  in  every  real  exigency,  to  vindicate 
them  at  every  extremity. 

Having,  Mr.  President,  said  so  much  on  the 
general  subject,  with  the  permission  of  the  Sen- 
ate, I  will  read  certain  resolutions  which  I  have 
prepared,  embracing  the  whole  ground  occu- 
pied by  any  of  the  peUtiona  in  respect  to  do- 
meatao  alavei7  In  the  (Tnited  States.  They  ore 
tiie  ft^owing; 

Buolvtd,  That  the  Institntion  of  domestic  slavery, 
as  now  existing  in  man;  of  the  States  of  this  Confed- 
eracy, Is  SDl^ect  to  the  exdusive  power  and  oontrol 
of  ttiass  States  reqwctively;  and  Out  no  other  State, 
nor  the  people  of  any  other  State,  nor  Congress,  poe- 
seas,  or  can  ilghtftiUy  exercise,  any  power  or  author- 
tty  whatever  to  Interfere  in  any  manner  therewith. 

lUtolvtd,  That  if  any  dtizens  of  the  United  States, 
rnnrdlees  of  the  qtirit  of  peace,  harmony,  and  union, 
micli  should  over  anbaste  the  various  members  of 
Ae  ConfUerat^,  and  tiielT  reqtective  dtizena,  shall 
prescot  to  the  Senate  any  petitions  tonching  the  abo-  \ 
fition  of  alavery  in  any  of  the  States  in  which  it 
exists,  all  such  petitions  shall  be  instantiy  r^ected, 
without  debate,  and  without  further  or  other  proceed- 
ings thereon,  as  relating  to  an  otgect  polpfOdy  be- 
yond the  of  the  oonstitotionBl  power  of  Cm- 
gress. 

JiMolvtd,  That  wiien  the  District  of  OolmnUa  was 
ceded  by  the  States  of  Virginia  and  HorTlond  to  the 
United  States,  domestic  slavery  existed  in  both  of 
those  States,  inolading  the  ceded  territory ;  and  that, 
as  it  still  continues  in  both  of  them,  it  could  not  be 
aboliidied,  within  the  District,  witiiout  a  violation  of 
that  good  &ith  whidi  was  implied  in  the  cession,  and 
in  the  aeoeptanee  of  the  territory,  nor,  unless  eom- 1 
pensstlon  were  made  to  the  proprietors  of  slaves, 
without  a  manifest  bifrinxiNnent  of  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  tiie  United  States,  nor  without 
exdting  a  dt^ree  of  just  alarm  and  ^)prehenBion  in 
the  States  recognising  slavery,  far  transcending,  in 
misoUeroQS  tendency,  any  poedble  benefit  vhidi 
oonU  be  aooompUahed  by  the  aboUtton. 
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Jieaotvtd,  ther^fert^Tbat  it  is  the  d^berate  jodc- 
ment  of  the  Senit^  that  tiie  Institation  of  doniMUe 
sUvery  on^t  not  to  be  aboUdied  witiiln  the  District 
of  Golombu ;  and  it  earnestly  hopes  that  all  anoere 
friends  of  the  Union,  and  of  harmony  and  general 
tranquillity,  will  cease  to  agitate  this  distoibing  ques- 
tion. But  the  Senate  feels  itfielf,  at  the  same  lime, 
oonstruned,  from  a  liigh  soise  of  do^  in  req>ect  to 
the  constitutional  right  of  petition,  to  dedare  that  H 
holds  itself  bound  to  receive  and  respectfully  to  treat 
any  petitions,  couched  in  decorous  language,  wUdb 
may  be  {uvsented  by  citizens  of  the  United  States 
touching  slavery  within  the  District  of  Colombia. 

StwTvad,  thmfore.  That,  upon  the  presentalioo  trf' 
any  such  petitions,  tiiey  shall  be  received,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  appropriate  committee. 

Rtaolvti,  That  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to 
bboltafa  slavery  In  Florida,  the  only  Territory  of  the 
United  States  in  wfaidi  it  now  exirts,  beeaoae  of  the 
serious  slann  and  just  i^prehenMons  which  would 
be  thereby  excited  in  the  States  sustaining  that  do- 
mestic institution ;  bccaose  the  people  of  mat  Terri- 
tory have  not  asked  it  to  be  done,  and,  when  ad- 
mitted as  a  State  into  the  Unirai,  will  be  exchaively 
entitied  to  dedde  that  qnestion  for  tbemaetvea;  waS^ 
also,  because  it  would  be  in  vi(datlon  of  a  SMemn 
compromise,  made.^  t  memorable  and  critical  petlod 
in  the  history  of  this  comrtry,  by  iriiicb,  whSe  uaveiy 
was  prohibited  north,  it  was  admitted  south  of  the 
line  of  thirty-dx  dQpesa  and  thk^  mfaiBtea  north 
latitude. 

JtttoltMd,  That  no  power  Is  delegated,  by  the  con- 
stitutioa,  to  Congress,  to  prohibit,  in  or  between  the 
States  tolerating  slavery,  tiie  ssle  and  irauoval  of 
such  persons  as  are  held  in  slavery  by  the  laws  of 

those  States. 

Resolved,  Thalt,  whilst  the  Senate,  with  painfol 
r^ret,  has  seen  the  perseverance  of  certain  citizens 
of  the  United  States  m  the  a^tation  of  the  dboUtioo 
of  domestic  slavery,  Uiereby  creating  distrust  and 
discontent  and  dirwntinfartiim  among  the  people  of 
tiie  XMted  States^  who-  shoold  ever  dwrish  towards 
each  other  fraternal  sentiments,  it  behokls,  with  the 
deepest  satisfaction,  everywhere  prevailing  on  utKOn- 
querable  attadunent  to  the  Uniw,  as  we  sure  bul- 
wark of  the  safety,  liberty,  and  hqiiunesB  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States. 

There  is' nothing  abstract  or  metaphyiical  in 
them.  They  relate  to  the  abolition  of  aUTery 
tn  the  States,  In  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
ia  Florida,  the  only  Territory  (tf  the  United 
States  where  it  exista,  and  to  the  sale  and  re- 
moval of  slaves  in  the  States  whose  laws  recfig- 
nize  the  institution  of  slavery.  They  do  not 
seek  to  renovate  any  party,  nor  to  place  the 
high  interests  to  which  they  relate  in  the  ex- 
clusive custody  of  any  one  part^.  Beating 
upon,  and  sustained  by,  the  oonstitataon,  th«y 
appeal  to  the  sound  discretion,  the  sober  judg- 
ment, and  the  twtriotism  of  all  parties.  I  may 
not  M  the  sense  of  the  Senate  to  be  expressed 
upon  each  of  them ;  but  I  shall  offer  that  relat- 
ing to  liie  District  of  Columbia,  and  that  to 
the  Territory  of  Rorida,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  fifth  resolution,  submitted  by  the  Senator 
iroia  South  Carolina.  I  think  the  charge  u^ 
the  petitioners  of  intermiddUng  witli  abcdition 
in  this  District  is  harsh,  and  that  some  leas 
offimdve  word  shoold  be  used.  The  District  of 
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Oolnmbis  is  the  seat  of  the  oommon  Govem- 
ment  of  the-  United  States.  It  was  oeded  for 
that  express  porpbse.  Each  State  has  as  mach 
interest  in  it,  and  as  mach  right  to  petition 
about  my  thing  within  it,  as  any  other  State, 
and  no  more.  Nor  can  I  concar  with  the  reso- 
lution, in  declaring  that  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Colnmbia  woidd  be  a  direct 
and  dangerous  attach  upon  the  institution  of 
slavery  iu  the  States.  I  am  prepared  to  say 
that  it  would  excite  V  a  degree  of  just  alarm  and 
ttpjNreheD^on  in  the  States  recognizing  slavery  ** 
nr  transcending  in  misdiievoiu  tencmcr,  any 
pofldble  benefit  wUeh  coold  be  socompliBhed 
by  the  abolition,  or  to  use  any  other  equivalent 
liuignage.  In  conclusion,  I  move  the  third 
resolution  of  the  series  which  I  have  sn^ested, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  fifth  resoiaticm  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 

Mr.  Oaldouh  felt  some  inducement  to  perse- 
vere in  the  course  he  had  heretofore  pursued, 
by  now  seeing  the  concessions  which  were  pro- 
posed by  the  resolutions  just  read  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky.  He  now  saw  it  conceded, 
that  where  the  ol^eot  was  clearly  unconstitu- 
tional, the  Senate  was  not  bound  to  receive  a 
petidoD.  At  flnt|  the  broad  ground  was  taken 
that  the  i^ht  of  petitioa  was  so  satoed  that  any 
refusal  to  reodve  a  petiUon,  no  matter  on  wh^ 
subject,  and  no  matter  how  objectionable  its 
language,  would  l>e  an  invasion  of  it.  Now  it 
was  conceded  that  they  were  not  bound  to  re- 
ceive a  petition  when  the  subject  of  it  was 
eleariy  unconstitutional  Now,  as  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to 
the  fifth  resolution.  He  would  state,  in  general 
terms,  what  was  the  great  characteristic  differ- 
ence between  them.  The  Senator  went  on  the 
principle  that  concession  was  the  way  to  meet 
these  Abolitionists.  He,  on  the  other  hand, 
went  oa  the  ground  that  we  have  no  safety  but 
in  standing  nst  on  onr  lights.  The  AboUdon- 
fsts  tdl  yon  t^at  their  object  is  to  abolish  slavery 
In  the  INstrict  of  Oolumbia  as'bnt  one  step  tow- 
ards final  abolition  in  the  S^tas.  With  this 
ol^dot,  avowed  by  the  AboIltioniBta,  what  do 
duty  and  policy  demand  on  our  part  f  We  see 
the  end ;  and  that,  if  it  can  be  effected,  it  would 
be  our  deetruction.  Shalt  we  yield,  or  stand 
fast?  That  is  the  question.  H  we  yield  an 
inch,  we  are  gone.  The  very  ground  on  which 
we  are  asked  to  make  the  first  concession  will 
be  ursed  on  us  with  equal  force  to  make  the 
second,  the  third,  and  every  intermediate  one, 
till  the  last  is  consummated.  The  first  is  to 
yidd  the  right  of  petition,  and  to  discuss  the 
sal^ect  with  the  Ai)olitionut8,.in  order  to  ap- 
pease them,  and  to  stop  asitatioD.  This  the 
Senator  frcrai  Eentncky  (Mr.  Olat)  urges  on 
ns,  which  he  tells  us  would  have  a  happy  effect 
in  quieting  the  public  feeling.  Does  he  not  see 
tiiat,  if  we  should  have  the  fc^  to  make  this 
concession,  we  will  be  next  uiwed  to  yield  to 
the  abolition  of  davery  in  tlils  District  on  the 
very  same  ground  ?  We  will  be  told  that  there 
are  but  two  thousand  slaves  in  tbe  District^  and 


if  we  yield  to  so  small  a  request,  all  will  be 
quiet.  If  that  be  ooncedecl,  we  will  J)e  next 
told,  we  must  yield  to  the  abolition  in  the  Ter- 
ritories, and  then  to  the  abolitioi^of  .what  they 
Cfdl  the  slave-tradb  between  the  States,  and, 
finally,  to  abolition  In  the  States.  At  every 
step  tiiey  would  become  stronger,  tmd  we 
weaker,  if  we  should  be  so  infatuated  as  to. 
make  the  first  concession;  and  the  Senatoi* 
from  Kentucky,  at  each  step,  would  no  doubt 
be  able  to  read  Just  such  a  lettw  as  he  had  Just 
read,  from  some  well-intentioned  but  weak  In- 
dividual from  the  North,  telUng  us,  if  we  would 
only  yield  the  immediate  pinnt  at  issue,  all  will 
be  quiet,  and  that  our  cause  will  be  strength- 
ened. No :  there  never  was  a  question  agitated 
whore  the  most  unyielding  oppo^tion  was  so 
necessanr  for  success.  The  ^flerence  .between 
him  and  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  was  as 
wide  as  the  poles. 

Mr.  Clat,  in  reply  to  Mr.  OALHomr,  oV 
served,  the  Senator  from  South  Oarolina  seems 
highly  delighted  with  having  gmned  a  point 
which  he  oalls  a ^ncession  on  my  part :  that 
is,  the.  immediate  rejection  of  all  petitions 
tonohine  aboliti<m  in  tne  States.  Snt  who  ever 
ootttended  that  Congress  was  bound  to  enter- 
tain petitions  relating  to  an  o1je<it  maoifestljr 
beyond  the  scoi>e  of  its  constitutional  powwsf 
We  have  only  insisted  upon  its  obligation  to 
receive  petitions  when  Congress  possesses 
power,  or  the  power,  being  controverted,  is  a 
fit  Bubjeot  of  investigation.  Whatever  has  been 
gained  by  the  Senator,  in  respect  to  these,  I 
fear  is  more  than  neutralized  oy  a  loss  to  the 
slave-holding  interest,  arising  from  the  handle 
which  is  made  of  an  alleged  denial  of  the  right 
of  petition.  If  our  object  really  be  to  diminish 
the  number  of  petitioners,  we  should  presnt 
no  collateral  or  false  issues  to  the  country. 

But  the  Senator  exj^re^es  his  alarm  at  the 
reoention  of  petitions.  Why,  ur,  what  is  there 
justly  alarming  in  the  mere  fact  of  recwving  tk 
petition  ?  Action,  Oongresnonal  action,  alone 
can  justify  alarm.  The  Senator  thinks  my  reso- 
lutions make. a  eonoession.  Of  what?  The 
right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  States?  No. 
Tney  demand  an  instantaneous  rejection  of  all 
such  petitions,  as  being  palpably  beyond  the 
powers  of  Congress,  and  therefore  not  even  de- 
batable. The  ri^t  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District?  No.  The  strongest  grounds— stronger 
than  the  Senator's  own  resolution — are  assumed 
against  it.  The  right  to  abolish  it  in  tlie  Terri- 
tory of  Florida  ?  No.  All  the  considerations 
against  it  are  arrayed  in  forcible  language. 
The  right  to  prohibit  the  sale  and  removal  of 
slaves  from  State  to  State  I  No.  The  consti- 
tutional power  of  Congress  to  do  that  is 
nied.  And  It  to  remarkable  that,  while  ray. 
resolutions  deny  that  power,  hu  are  altogeUiw 
silent  about  it. 

Concession  1    We  cannot  alter  the  oonstitn- 
tion.   It  is  that  which  guarantees  the  right  of 
etition;  and  the  alleged  concession  is  to  be 
lond  not  in  'my  resdntion,  but  in  the  opqsti^ 
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tatioD.  ■  Bat  -what,  again  I  ask,  is  thne  in  the 
ftot  of  recelTiog  a  petition  which  is  to  throw 
US  into  a  nerrooB  fit  I  Why,  air,  if  a  man  wore 
to  present  me^  petition  to  grant  him  Ashl&nd, 
^r  Orozimbol  exclaimed  eome  Senator — or 
Oroambo,  sud  Hr.  Out,  whose  death  I  am 
sorry  to  anoonnoe  to  the  Senate,  and  he  was  a 
great  lose,  pnblio  and  private,)  I  would,  without 
tiie  least  apprehension  for  the  loss  of  my  prop- 
erty, put  it  in  my  pocket,  or  lay  it  upon  the 
table.  Will  not  the  Senator  comprehend  the 
^fftfence  between  the  -act  of  receiving  a  peti- 
tion, and  the  grant  of  the  thing  petitioned  for ! 

The  Senior  from  South  Carolina  has  ad- 
verted to  the  radical  difference  between  us  on 
tbis  Bobieot.  I  regret  it,  bat  I  fear  tiiat  it  is 
not  oonnned  to  this  matter.  For  a  long  period 
itf  oar  servioe  in  the  public  oouninls,  no  two 
paUio  men  ever  coincided  npon  all  great  meas- 
ures ofpoliey  more  than  the  SeniUor  and  my- 
self.  We  agreed  as  to  the  War,  the  Tarifi;  In- 
ternal Improvements,  a  Kational  Bank,  etc. 
But  when,  to  my  ntter  astonishment,  I  neard 
the  Senator,  at  the  extra  session,  declare  that 
he  had  always  thought  a  national  bank  nncon- 
ttitutional,  the  last  fink  in  the  chain  of  opinion 
which  conneoted  us  was  broken  and  destroyed. 

The  honorable  Sraiator  is  not  more  firmly  re- 
solved than  X  am  to  sostun  the  Jost  rights  of 
the  alave-lH^ding  States.  We  di&r  as  to  the 
means.  He  goes  for  strong  language,  menacing 
toDfis,  and  irritating  measures ;  I  for  temperate, 
bat  firm,  language,  condliationj  and  fat  obey- 
faig  the  injanction  of  the  constitution,  in  respect 
to  tiie  right  of  petition,  which  is  never  imprm- 
erly  denied  wiuioot  wounding  popular-  eeiudlm- 
ity,  Hcj  doubtiess,  does  not  desire  to  affect 
the  stability  of  the  Uuion ;  but  I  cannot  but 
&ar  that  his  whole  course  on  this  subject  has 
tiiat  tendency.  I  think  that  all  our  prooeed- 
ingB  here  shonld  be  regulated  by  the  fact  that 
the  States  are  all  parts  of  one  great  confederacy, 
and  should  seek  to  increase  the  hanuony  and 
strengthen  the  union  between  thenL  We 
■honld  never  act  as  if  we  were  a  divided  peo- 
ple, or  ooold  possibly  beoome  bo.  We  are  too 
maoh  in  the  habit  of  speaking  of  divoreas,  sqp- 
•ration,  disnnion.  In  private  life,  if  a  wife 
poats,  and  frets,  and  soolda,  what  woold  be 
tiiougbt  of  the  good  sense  or  discretion  of  the 
husband,  who  shoold  threaten  her  with  separa- 
tion, divorce,  disnnion  t  who  sliould  use  these 
terrible  words  npon  every  pettj  disagreement 
in  domestic  life  ?  Ko  man,  who  has  a  heart  or 
right  feelings,  would  employ  such  idle  menaces. 
He  would  approach  tiie  lady  with  kind  and 
oonciliatorj  language,  and  apply  those  natural 
and  more  agreeable  remedies,  which  never  fail 
to  restore  domestic  harmony.  [A  general  burst 

laughter,  which  continued  for  some  time.] 

Kr.  Calhoun  replied,  that  if  he  bad  really 
been  inoon^stent,  aa  the  Senator  supposes,  in 
ze&renoe  to  the  bank,  he  might  find  a  justifica- 
tion in  the  example  of  the  Senator  himaeIC 
The  only  difibrence  between  thua  would  be 
that  the  Senator  had  changed  from  an  anti- 


bank  to  a  bank  man,  and  he  from  a  bank  to  an 
anti-bank  man. 

The  sahfeot  of  the  bank,  and  the  oonnirten^' 
of  himself  and  the  Senator,  had  been  gratui- 
tously introduced,  and  did  not  belong  to  tiie 
question  under  consideration ;  bat  as  tbe  Sen- 
ator bad-thought  proper  to  make  the  charge  oi 
inconsistenoy,  he  felt  called  on  to  repel  it.  He, 
then,  had  never  been,  iu  any  proper  sense  of  the 
term,  a  bank  man,  as  he  had  been  opposed  to 
the  system  ever  since  he  had  formed  a  delib- 
erate and  mature  opinion  in  relation  to  it.  It 
is  trae,  he  supported  the  chartering  of  tbe  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1816,  bat  it  is  no 
less  tme  that  he  was  oppoMi  to  the  sjabBm.  at 
that  time,  aoA  so  expressed  himself  iu  his  ope&> 
ing  qieeob  <m  the  qaestion.  In  siqmor&ig  tbe 
bank  then,  he  yidded  to  what  he  beJieTed  to 
be  tiie  necessity  of  the  case,  growing  oat  6i  the 
connection  between  the  Government  and  the 
banks — a  connection  which  originated  before 
his  time,  and  was  beyond  his  control.  He  then 
said  that,  so  long  as  that  connection  existed — 
so  long  as  the  Government  received  and  treated 
bank  notes  as  gold  and  silver — it  was  bound  to 
regulate  the  banks,  and  that  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  the  only  efficient  and  Inti- 
mate means  of  eff^oting  it ;  and  snidk  is  atilf  his 
opinion. 

If,  then,  his  oonrae  in  1816  and  now,  was  dif- 
ferent in  relation  to  the  bank,  it  mast  be  traoed 
to  a  change  <tf  drcnnutancea^  and  not  to  a 
diange  of  opinion.  At  the  former  period,  the 
connection  between  the  Government  and  the 
banks  existed  with  no  prospect  of  its  termina- 
tion, or  the  possibility  of  reednding  it  bat, 
now,  fortnnately,  it  haia  ceased  by  operaticm  of 
law ;  and  he,  for  the  first  time  since  he  had 
;  been  in  publio  life,  was  free  to  take  a  position  in 
reference  to  the  bank  in  conformity  to  bis  prin- 
ciples. Four  years  ago,  on  questions  growing 
oat  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  be  ^cpUcitiy 
avowed  his  opinion,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
agdnst  the  system.  If  this  was  the  only  charge 
of  inconfflstency  that  could  be  bron^t  ag^nst 
him  in  a  long  poUtical  life,  he  bad  reason  oer- 
tainlr  to  congratulate  himself  as  not  being  in- 
cwBtttent,  and  he  oertainly  had  as  mnofa 
to  accuse  the  Senator  of  separating  from  him, 
as  be  had  to  make  the  tdiarge  agfdnst  him. 

But  the  Senator  is  not  content  with  making 
the  charge  of  inconsistency.  He  makes  the 
grave  accusation  against  him  of  alluding  to  the 
possible  dissolution  of  the  Union;  but  fortu- 
nately for  him,  there  was  but  a  slight  difference 
between  the  Senator  and  himself  in  reference 
to  this  accusation.  We  both  speak  of  the  pos- 
sible dissolution  of  the  Union;  the  Senator 
when  the  bank  is  the  subject  of  discussioa,  and 
he  when  abolition.  That  is  all ;  and  he  mi^ 
with  as  mudi  justice  charge  the  Senator  witii 
hostiU^  to  the  Union,  as  Iw  had  lum. 

Bat  the  Sotator  tells  na  that  we  set  out  in 
pnhUo  Ufa  together ;  that  we  travelled  a  long 
time  the  same  road,  bnt  have  separated.  He 
believed  it  was  true,  that  we  both  set  out  on 


Mr.  <WieMV  SttohHiom. 


Digitized  by  Google 


ao  Sun.] 

the  same  principles,  and  in  the  same  ^arty.  We 
both  professed  at  the  start  the  doctrues  of  '98, 
tnd  b^onged  to  tlie  Bepablioan  party;  and  it 
ia  true  tiiat  we  are  now  aepanted.  He  left  It 
to  the  world  to  Judge  whioh  had  departed  from 
the  oririnal  &ita. 

Mr.  Gut.  The  Senator  himadf  was  tl»  first 
to  speak  of  a  radical  difference  between  him 
and  me  on  all  sobjeots.  We  set  ont  in  life  to- 
mther;  bnt  in  his  opinion  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  cat  asunder  the  last  chain  be- 
tween ns.  We  were  togetiier  in  '98,  and  rince 
then  we  have  taken  long  Toyagee ;  bnt  whither 
did  the  principles  of  '98  carry  him  ?  into  what 

r>rtf   They  carried  me  into  the  port  in  which 
always  anchor — the  port  of  the  Union— the 
whole  Union — without  the  separation  from  it 
any  member. 

The  Senator  ehoae  to  rqieat  wiut  is  bo  noT- 
dty,  but  has  bera  often  flonested  on  this  floor, 
that  I  have  duaged  my  opmion  as  to  a  Bank 
ofthe  United  States. 

gir.  Oalhoitv.  I  aoonsed  him  of  no  change.] 
at  I  have  changed,  resumed  Mr.  Cut  ;  and 
I  bare  changed  with  the  country.  I  opposed 
the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  want 
of  oonsUtotlonil  power,  and  on  other  grounds. 
Bat  the  war  came,  t^en  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  and  a  derangement  of  the  currency ; 
and  the  whole  cooutry  cried  ont  for  a  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  If  the  country  had  been 
adverse  to  a  bank  in  1816,  it  eoold  not  have 
been  established.  If  I  am  taunted  with  such 
A  dtange,  I  thank  God  it  is  the  only  point  of 
natI<HUu  policy  which,  in  the  whcAb  of  my  pub- 
lic life,  I  have  changed. 

In  1816-'16  the  constitutional  power  to  estab- 
lish a  bank  was  admitted.  We  were  then  in 
habits  of  the  greatest  intimacy.  I  was  then 
Speaker  of  the  House,  and  he  at  the  head  of 
the  committee  ont  of  which  the  bank  grew. 
Never  then  did  I  bear  from  him  a  sentiment 
adverse  to  the  power  of  the  Qovjamment  to 
establish  a  bank;  and  when,  afterwards,  in 
company  with  a  gentieman  from  Vimnia,  I 
heara  it  for  the  first  time,  mutual  surprise  was 
expressed  and  felt 

Mr.  Oalhovh  replied,  that  the  Senator  draws 
a  feeble  oonoluslon,  if  he  intends  to  in^Madt  the 
correctness  of  lus  memory  in  referenoe  to  his 
course  in  1816.  It  would  indeed  be  sonn^dng 
if^  after  more  than  twen^  years,  the  Senator 
should  recolleoi  the  position  whicdi  he  assumed 
In  disonsdon  at  that  time  in  reference  to  the 
banking  ^stem.  while  it  is  not  at  all  surpriung 
that  he  should  foi^  it,  even  if  it  attracted  his 
attention  at  the  time.  Four  years  siuoe,  on  an 
occanon  not  less  memorable,  he  made  the 
strongest  declaration  against  the  system  which 
stands  on  record,  and  yet  the  Senator  does  not 
recollect  it;  and  with  what  propriety,  then, 
can  the  Senator  venture  to  upeal  to  me  ab- 
sence of  his  reodleetion  on  the  same  subject 
twra^-two  years  duoe,  with  the  view  of  im- 
pcaohim^  the  correotneaa  of  his  meminy  t 
Mr.  (Eat  siud  he  woold  not  controvert  Hie 
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assertion  of  the  gmtlonan,  but  be  had  not 
heard  him. 


WnnnBDATi  Jannaiy  10. 
Mr.  CalAoun*»  Sedolutiont. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
fifth  of  these  resolutions,  together  with  the  sab> 
stitute  offered  by  Mr.  Out. 

Mr.  Oalhouit  said  that  he  had  examined  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kratooky,  (Kr. 
Out,)  whidi  had  been  offered  as  a  sulstitnte 
for  the  fifth  resolution,  and  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  bring  his  mind  to  give  it  Ids 
support,  or  to  vote  for  it  if  it  should  be  adopted 
in  any  thing  like  its  present  shape. 

It,  in  the  first  place,  entirely  abandoned  tlic 
Territtaiea  to  the  AboUtlonista.  Hiaflf&reao- 
Intion  covered  both  tlus  IHstriot  and  the  Teni- 
tories,  but  tlie  amaidment  wludly  omitted  the 
latter,  and  left  13keni  defenceless  to  the  invaaica 
of  the  foe. 

He  next  objected,  that  it  conceded,  by  almost 
neoessary  implication^  the  right  of  (jongress  to 
appropriate  the  pubho  funds  to  pnrchase  and 
emancipate  E^ves:  a  concession  among  the 
most  dangeroos  ana  onccmstitutional  that  could 
be  made.  If  once  admitted,  it  would  be  very 
easy  to  complete  the  end  the  Abolitionists  have 
in  view,  and  that  wholly  at  our  expense,  if 
we  yidd  fiiat  poin^  the  work  will  soon  be  oonr 
snnmiatcd. 

His  next  objection  was,  that  it  impliedly  ad- 
mitted it  to  be  the  duty  (tf  Congress  to  lecwve 
and  (Uflonsa  petiti(»u  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District:  Inliis  opioitHi  a  most  unfounded  and 
dangerous  assnmption ;  but  he  bad  so  ftdly  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  on  that  point,  on  former 
ocoadons,  that  he  would  not  now  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Sraiate  in  repeating  tiie  reasou  fer 
his  opinion. 

He  finally  objected,  that  the  tone  of  the 
amendment  and  of  the  remarks  with  which  it 
was  nshered  in,  was  altogether  too  low  for  the 
subject  and  the  oooauon.  He  was  adverse  to 
all  violence  of  language,  in  the  expresnKm  cf 
legislative  opinions ;  but  when  the  snlfjeet  was 
one  of  such  unprovoked  oatnge  on  one-half  of 
^e  States  of  the  Union,  and  so  pregnant  with 
disaatrous  eonsequraces  to  all,  lie  conld  not 
reconcile  it  to  his  impresnon  of  propriety  to 
speak  in  the  low  and  subdued  tone  of  the 
amendment 

Mr.  Out  said:  As  to  the  amendment  not 
providing  protection  for  the  Territories  in  the 
series  of  resolutions  which  he  had  offered  yes- 
terdfg,  there  was  one  that  expressly  provided 
for  Florida,  the  only  Territory  concerned, 
placed  on  the  strongest  grounds. 

As  to  the  right  of  the  Ooveniment  to  pur- 
chase the  slaves  in  the  District,  the  amendment 
recognized  no  such  thing.  It  umply  says  yon 
cannot  emancipate  them  without  compensation. 
Bat  whether  yon  can  do  it  at  idl  or  not,  it  doea 
notaiaert. 
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Mj  ideft  in  fiwnung  that  resolntion  vas  to 
fhrow  around  the  District  of  Oolnmbia  every 
•ecnrity,  in  three  distinct  proposiUons.  One 
vaa  the  plighted  fitith  of  this  Government  in 
the  transecnon  bj  which  the  District  was  ac- 
qnired.  The  next  was,  that  jou  have  no  right 
to  abolish  slavery  here  withont  indemnity.  The 
third  was,  that  yon  cannot  do  it  without  excit- 
ing a  degree  of  alarm  in  the  Southern  States  of 
this  Union — without  transcending  all  the  bene- 
fits of  any  results. 

.  The  Senator's  third  objection  is  to  the  right 
of  petition  inTolved  fai  the  amraidment  I  warn 
the  Senate  that  there  can  be  no  eontinnoaee  of 
the  inndon  of  the  right  to  petition.  Mr.  0. 
menUoned  a  State  LegislataTe  that  had  now 
imder  consideration  this  subject  of  the  invanon 
of  the  ri^t  of  petition ;  and  from  Kentocky,  a 
slave  country,  he  had  this  morning  received  a 
letter  from  one  of  the  most  intelfi^t  men,  in 
which  he  says  you  cannot  mamtain  your 
ground ;  beware  how  you  attempt  it.  This  is 
a  point  on  which  I  know  I  differ  from  the  Sen- 
ator, and  I  should  regard  nothing  more  fatal 
than  a  delil>erate  determination  of  this  body  to 
invade  the  r^ht  of  petition.  Does  not  every 
State  claim  in  the  District  equal  righta  f  There 
is  hat  one  measure  more  fttu  than  the  invasion 
of  the  right  of  petition,  and  that  la  to  adopt  the 
oondadmg  resolation  of  the  Senator  frraa  Soath 
Oarolina. 

The  last  objection  was  that  the  tone  of  the 
amendment  was  subdued ;  but  with  what  pro- 
prie^  is  this  charge!  It  is  In  language  as 
strong  as  ever  was  nsed.  You  cannot  abolish 
dayery  without  a  breach  the  pabUc  faith. 
Can  any  thing  be  stnmgerl  It  equals  the  oon- 
stitutioQ  itself. 

Mr.  BuoHAZTAS  inquired  if  he  was  to  under- 
stand the  Senator  from  Kentucky  as  having 
l^ified  his  resolution. 

Mr.  Out  said  he  would  readily  do  so,  and 
'aooordingly  struck  oat  that  part  of  the  resola- 
tion relating  to  oompensaticHi  to  the  owners  of 
daves. 

Mr.  0.  Bidd  that  there  was  one  ohaerrat&on 
peculiarly  applicable  to  the  rescdotion  nn- 
aer  consideraUoo.  He  believed  that  we  had 
but  one  Territory,  that  of  Florida;  and  how 
oould  we  assert  that  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Ooltmibia,  and  the  Territories  of 
tbe  United  States  would  be  a  violation  of  iiuth, 
implied  in  the  cession  of  the  District,  since 
Florida  was  acquired  twenfy  years  after  tiie 
cession. 

Mr.  Preston,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
modified  his  ameadment,  so  as  to  append  the 
words  "  violation  of  the  pnblio  f^th,  implied 
In  the  oesslon  of  the  IMstriot  of  Colombia,"  at 
the  eod  ai  the  resolation. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Ou.t^b 
amradment  or  substitnt^  and  it  was  ad^jpted, 
as  follows : 

Tus. — ^Heasrs.  Bayard,  Brovn,  Bndiflnao,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Glaj  of  Keutucky,  Clapton,  Crittendoi, 
Cathbett,  Ftdtou,  KiDg,  NUes,  Preston,  JUves.  Bob- 
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InsOD,  Strange,  TsUmadge,  Tipton,  WUte,  and  Wil- 
liams— 19. 

Nats.— Hessrfl.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  Calhotm, 
Onud>r,  Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
veil,  Rerce,  Roane,  Sevier,  Sinith  of  Conoecticat, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Walker,  Wri|^t,  and  Tooi^^ — 18. 

The  question  then  oeonxriDg  on  Uie  amend- 
ment, as  amended, 
Mr.  BccHAHAH  inquired  if , the  qnestion  iraa 

divisible. 

The  YioK  PBBsmsiiT  replied  that,  accordinff 
to  Parliamentaiy  rules,  tbe  question  at  its  pres- 
ent stsge  was  not  diviable. 

Vt.  STBAireK  said :  The  present  diseoasioa 
had,  he  beHered,  dona  miaohief ;  and  the  moat 
likely  method  ca  eonnteraetuig  that  misobief 
was  by  making,  in  the  result,  a  strong  expres- 
sion of  opinion  with  much  unanimity.  Tha 
apprehension  that  many  oi  onr  friends  would 
not  go  with  us  upon  the  fifth  resolation  in  ita 
ori^nal  terms,  hfw  induced  him  to  vote  for  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Olat,)  as  modified  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Nilbs.)  For  him- 
self he  greatly  preferred  the  Qri^nal  resolution, 
if  for  no  other  reason,  for  its  condensation  of 
substance  and  terseness  of  style.  The  advan- 
tage oi  a  resolution  so  oonstmcted  had  bam 
fsmy  and  hwmly  expressed  by  tbe  Senator 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Aiuv;)  butL  fearing  th^ 
oould  not  mue  bo  imponng  a  wow  upon  it  as 
upon  the  substitute,  he  had  voted  for  it.  He 
had,  in  fact,  feared  an  actual  defeat.  But  the 
result  of  the  vote  upon  the  adc^tion  of  the 
amendment,  being  19  to  16,  had  satisfied  turn 
that,  la  point  of  numbers,  they  could  do  qoita 
or  nearly  as  well  upon  the  ori^nal  resolution, 
and,  in  point  of  expression  much  better ;  and  he 
therefore  moved  a  reconaideratim  of  the  vote 
for  the  adoption  of  the  amendmeot. 

Tbe  question  on  Mr.  Stbabqb^s  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  on  adopting  iSx.  Cux'a  saV 
stitute  being  token,  it  was  carried.  So  Mr. 
Out's  rraolution  then  came  np  as  an  <ai|^aal 
qaestios. 

Mr.  Bdokjlnas  Bidd  that  the  first  part  of  the 
amendment  which  had  been  propmed  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  as  modified  by  'the 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  J^nxs,)  m  re- 
gard to  slavery  in  the  District  of  Oolumbisi)  met 
his  decided  approbation.  Itplaced  the  qoratioa 
upon  its  true  principles.  We  will  not  abolish 
slavery  in  this  Disti-ict,  because  it  was  orig- 
inally a  slave-hdding  territory,  and  the  sor- 
rounding  States  by  which  it  was  ceded  are 
still  slave-holding  States;  and  because  it  would 
establish  in  the  midst  of  tJtem  a  place  of  refuge 
for  their  furtive  slaves ;  it  would  be  destruc- 
tive of  the  rights  aad  security  of  their  eitizeni^ 
flud  would  erect  a  dtadel  frcun  whence  to  scat- 
ter the  Beedfl  of  servile  insaireotion  throa^ioat 
tiieir  borders.  Kow  he  wished  a  ^tinct  vote 
to  be  taken  upon  that  portion  of  the  amend- 
ment which  related  exclunvely  to  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  he  8Upi>osed  this  coald  on]y 
be  obtained     itriking  out  all  that  pratimi  ftf 


ABRIPaMBNT  OF  THB 

Mr.  CaOmm't  Jistoiutiom. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BEBATSS  07  OONaBBSS. 


Mr.  Calienti't  SuoiitioM. 


[jAirvABTt  1888. 


the  amendment  vhlofa  related  to  Florida  and 
the  Indian  ooantry.  In  making  this  motioii, 
he  deured  to  be  distinotlj  understood.  He  did 
not  wish  to  prevent  a  direct  vote  on  this  second 
portion  of  the  resolution.  It  could  be  offered 
afterwards  as  a  substantive  resolution.  All  he 
desired  was  to  detach  that  portion  of  the 
amendment  whidi  related  to  this  District  from 
what  fbUowed ;  and  tboa  obt^  the  strongest 
posdble  vote  in  its  &vor.  Mr.  B.  oondnded  bj 
morlng  to  strike  oat  the  second  part  of  the 
zesolution. 

Mr.  SaviKR  was  perfecUv  satisfied  with,  the 
resolntion  of  the  Senator  from  Eentaoky,  and 
regretted  that  the  Senator  from  South  Ouoltna 
bad  not  consented  to  receive  it  As  for  the 
second  part  of  the  resolntion  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  he  was  in  favor  of  it,  and 
should  therefore  vote  against  the  motion  ct  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Bdohaitas's  moUon  was  oatried— ^es 
24  noes  18. 

Mr.  EorO)  of  Alabama,  to  prevent  any 
eqlty,  asked  tiie  Senator  from  PennsylTanla  If 
he  wonld  agree,  in  case  his  motion  should 

to  offbr  the  second  part  of  the  restdation 
as  ft  distinct  resolntion. 

Mr.  BuoHAjfi.N  replied,  certainly.  He  conld 
have  no  objection  to  place  it  in  the  same  situa- 
tion in  which  he  had  found  it ;  without,  how- 
ever, thereby  pledging  himself  to  support  all 
thejpriDciples  which  it  contained. 

Mj.  'Wbbbteb  Bud  he  conld  not  concur  in  this 
resolntion.  I  do  not  know  (said  he)  any  mat- 
ter of  fact,  or  any  ground  of  argnmentf  on  which 
this  affirmation  ofpltghted  faith  can  bo  sustain- 
ed. I  see  nothing  by  which  Oongreas  has  tied 
vp  Its  hands,  ^ther  directly  or  Indireetiy,  so  as 
to  put  its  clear  oonstltationsl  power  beyond  the 
e^idse  of  its  own  dlsoretitm.  I  have  oare- 
frilly  eumined  the  acts  <tf  cession  by  tbe  States, 
the  set  of  OoDgress,  the  proceedings  and  history 
of  the  times,  and  I  find  nothing  to  lead  me  to 
doabt  that  it  was  the  intention  of  all  parties  to 
leave  this,  like  other  subjects  belonging  to  the 
legislation  for  the  ceded  territory,  entirdy  to 
the  discretion  and  wisdom  of  Congress.  The 
words  of  the  constitution  are  clear  and  plun. 
Kone  conld  be  dearer  or  plainer.  Ckmgress, 
by  that  instroment,  has  power  to  exercise  ex- 
(dasive  Jurisdiction  over  the  ceded  territory,  in 
all  cases  whatsoever.  Tlie  acts  of  oesdon  con- 
tain no  Umitation,  conditiim,  or  qnaliflcbtion 
whatever,  except  that,  oat  Of  abundant  caution, 
there  is  inserted  a  prtnito  that  nothing  in  the 
acta  contained  shomd  be  constraed  to  vest  In 
the  United  States  any  right  of  property  in  the 
soil  BO  as  to  affect  the  rights  of  individuals 
therein,  otherwise  than  as  such  individuals 
might  themselves  transfer  their  right  of  soil  to 
the  United  States.  The  acts  of  cession  declare 
that  the  tract  of  country  '*  is  forever  ceded  and 
relinquished  to  Ooi^ress  and  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  full  and  absolute 
right  and  exclnuve  Jurisdiction,  as  well  of  soU 
as  of  perms  redding  or  to  redoe  tbertin,  par- , 


suant  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  8th  section 
of  the  iBt  article  of  the  Oovstitntloa  of  the 
United  States." 

Now,  that  section  to  which  reference  is  thus 
expressly  made  in  these  deeds  of  cession,  de- 
clares that  Congress  shall  havepowar  "to  ex- 
ercise exclnsive  lesiBlation,  in  all  cases  whatso* 
ever,  over  such  district,  not  exceeding  ten 
miles  square,  as  may,  by  cesdon  of  particular 
States  and  the  aooeptaooe  of  Oongres&  become 
the  seat    Govemmmt  of  the  Umted  States." 

Nothing,  therefore,  as  it  seems  to  me,  can  be 
dearer  than  that  tiie  States  makiag  the  cession 
expected  Congress  to  exercise  over  the  District 
precisely  t^at  power,  and  neither  more  nw  leas, 
which  the  constitution  bad  conferred  upon  it. 
I  do  not  know  how  the  proviuon,  or  the  inten- 
sion, either  of  the  ooDStitation  in  granting  the 
power,  or  of  the  States  in  making  the  ce^iion, 
oonld  oe  expressed  in  a  manner  more  absolutely 
free  from  all  doubt  or  ambiguity. 

If  the  assertion  contuned  in  tiiis  resolaticai 
be  true, »  very  strange  result,  as  it  seems  to  me^ 
must  fbllow.  The  res<dation  aiflnni  that  the 
Mik  of  CongresB  Is  plet^  indefinite^. 
makes  no  limitation  of  time  or  oircumstance. 
If  this  be  so,  then  it  is  an  obligation  that  binds 
forever,  as  much  as  if  it  were  one  the  prohi- 
bitions of  the  coQstitotion  Itselfl  And  at  aU 
times  hereafter,  even  when  in  the  course  of 
their  history,  availing  themselves  of  events,  or 
changing  their  views  of  policy,  the  States  them- 
selves should  make  prorislons  for  the  emanci- 
pation of  their  slaves,  in  this  District,  neverthe- 
less, the  existing  state  of  things  could  not  be 


Hr.  BcoHANAiT  sdd,  that  in  his  opinion,  the 
Senator  from  Massachasette  (Mr.  Wkbstsb)  had 
not  placed  the  qaestion  upon  its  true  grounds. 
He  would  ask,  oA  any  numsn  being  suppose 
that  the  States  of  Yirf^da  and  Mairland  wonld 
have  ever  tiiought  of  ceding  this  District  to  the 
United  States,  u  they  had  ima^ned  that  Con-. 
CTcss  would  convert  those  ten  miles  square,  in 
uie  very  heart  of  their  territory,  into  an  asylum 
for  their  fugitive  slaves,'and  a  spot  from  whence 
the  peace  and  safety  of  both  were  to  be  con- 
stantly endangered?  It  is  true  that  no  «xpr«fs 
faith  was  pleaged  in  the  cesmon,  because  no 
such  apprehension  was  then  entertained.  If 
there  had  been,  does  any  man  doubt  that  they 
would  have  inristed  upon  an  express  stipulation 
against  such  an  alarming  danger?  If  (said  Mr. 
B.)  I  fredy  grant  to  you  a  -ratuable  ptwaearion, 
could  you,  as  an  honorable  and  honest  man, 
think  you  had  a  ri^t  to  wrest  this  grant  from 
its  original  purpose,  and  convert  it  mto  an  in- 
strument of  my  destruction  ?  If  you  know  that 
the  never  would  have  been  made  by  me, 
had  I  supposed  you  were  capable  of  using  it  in 
such  a  manner,  you  fire  under  the  strongest 
moral  obligation  not  to  pervert  it  to  such  a 
purpose.  It  is  true  yon  may  have  the  constito- 
tionai  power  to  aboli^  slavery  in  this  District; 
but  wotdd  it  not  be  a  violation  of  implied  £^tb, 
under  all  the  droonotanoeay  to  e»raiBe  thif 
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power  ?  I  think  it  would,  I  feel  that  it  would, 
and  therefore  shall  rote  that  it  would. 

jl^ain,  Baid  Mr.  B.,  no  inference  can  be  drawn 
teom  the  langaage  of  the  resolution,  that  ita 
friends  intma  that  slavery  shall  exist  in  the 
DiBtriet,  afiw  it  has  been  abolished  in  the  sur- 
roimding  States.  In  Oau  supposing,  the  Sen- 
ator has  misapprehended  the  terms  of  the  reao- 
IntloD.  AboUsh  slavery  in  Yirj^a  and  Mary- 
land, (said  Kr.  B.,)  aad  it  will  no  longer,  it  can 
no  longer,  exist  in  this  District.  The  people  of 
these  States  had  been  making  rapid  strides  tow- 
arda  the  accomplishment  of  tbu  object,  until 
they  were  arrested  in  &eir  career  by  the  aboli- 
tion excitement,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
abolitioa  societies.  -This  resolution  presented 
the  very  point  of  the  qoeation,  on  which  he  was 
willing  to  stand  or  to  fall.  It  contemplated  th^ 
existence  of  slavery  here,  so  long  as  it  should 
oontaaoe  to  exist  in  the  surrounding  States; 
but  not  a  longer.  It  oontained  the  veiT 
prim^le  toe  whioh  he  had  always  contended, 
that  Slavery  hare  and  slavery  thm  must  share 
tiie  same  ftCbe. 

.  Mr.  Vkbstbe-  The.  words  of  the  resolution 
will  speak  for  themadTea.  They  require  no 
oomment  They  express  an  nnlimited  plighted 
fidth.  The  honorable  member  will  so  see,  if  he 
will  look  at  Uiose  words.  The  gentleman  asks 
whether  those  who  made  the  cession  coold  have 
expected  that  Congress  would  ever  have  exer- 
oised  such  a  power  f  To  this  I  answer,  that  I 
aee  no  reason  to  doabt  that  the  parties  to  the 
oesdon  were  as  willing  to  leave  tma  as  to  leave 
other  powers  to  the  disoretion  of  Congress.  I 
aee  not  the  i^htest  evidence  <ft  any  especial 
Hoar,  or  any  e^>e(Mal  oar&  or, concern,  on  the 
part  ot  the  ceding  Statee,  in  regard  to  this  par- 
tiealar  part  of  t&e  Jnrisdioticai  ceded  to  Con- 
gress. And,  I  think,  I  can  ask  on  the  other 
idde,  a  very  important  question  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  gentleman  himself  and  for  that 
of  the  Senate  and  the  country;  and  that  is, 
would  Oongress  have  accepted  the  oesnon  with 
any  such  restraint  upon  its  constitutional 
power,  either  express  or  understood  to  be  im- 
plied ?  I  think  not  Looking  back  to  the  state 
of  things  then  existing,  and  especially  to  what 
Otmgress  bad  done  so  recwtly  before,- when  it 
accepted  the  oessiim  o£  the.North-wertem  Ter- 
ritory, I  entertain  no  doubt  whatever  that  Con- 
gress would  havereftued  Oie  cession  if  offered 
wifli  any  condition  m  nndentanding  &at  its 
C(mstitii»(»ial  anthorily  to  exwdse  ezdnnve 
le^slatiott  over  the  District  in  all  casea  whatso- 
ever should  be  abridged. 

I  have  said  nothing  on  the  fficpediency  of 
abolition,  immediate  or  gradual,  or  the  reasons 
whioh  ought  to  weigh  with  Congress  should 
ihat  qnesti(m  be  proposed.  I  can  well  con- 
ceive, I  think,  what  would  be  a  natural  and 
fiur  mode  of  reasoning  on  such  an  occasion. 

When  it  is  said,  for  instance,  by  way  of  ar^a- 
ment,  that  Oongress,  although  it  have  ihe 
power,  ought  not  to  take  a  lead  in  the  buBineas 
of  abohaon,  oonaidaring  that  the  intereat  which 
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the  United  States  have  in  the  whole  subject  ia 
vastly  less  than  that  which  the  States  have  ia 
it  I  can  understand  the  propriety  and  force 
of  the  observation.  It  is,  as  far  as  it  goes,  a 
pertinent  and  appropriate  argument,  aad  1  aluU 
always  be  reay  to  give  it  the  Aill  w^ght  be- 
longing to  it  when  it  is  argued  that,  in  a  ease 
so  vital  to  the  States,  the  States  themaelTea 
should  be  allowed  to  mj^nfaJn  tiieir  own  policy, 
and  that  the  Government  of  the  United  Statea 
ouj^ht  not  to  do  any  thing  which  shall,  directly 
or  mdireotly,  shake  or  disturb  that  jmUcy,  this 
ia  a  Une  of  policy  which  I  can  understand ;  for 
I  have  always  not  only  admitted,  but  inssted, 
that  davery,  within  the  States,  is  a  snbject  be- 
longing absolutely  and  exdauvely  to  the  States 
themselves. 

But  the  present  is  not  an  attempt  to  exhibit 
any  such  course  of  reasoning  aa  this.  The  at- 
tempt is  to  set  up  a  pledge  of  the  pnblio  iaith 
to  <u>  the  same  office,  as  a  constitntioual  pn^- 
bition,  in  terms,  woiud  do ;  that  is,  to  set  up  a 
direct  W,  precluding  all  exerdse  (tf  the  diacr&- 
tion  of  CoDgrees  over  the  aaMecL  It  has  been 
often  said  in  this  debate,  and  I  believe  it  is  tree, 
that  a  decided  majority  of  the  Senate  do  beUeve 
that  Congress  has  a  dear  consUtntional  power 
over  slavery  in  this  District.  But  while  this 
constitutional  right  is  admitted,  it  is  at  the 
same  momoit  attempted  to  be  effectually  coun- 
teracted, overthrown,  and  done  away  with  by 
the  affirmation  of  plighted  ftith,  as  asserted  in 
the  resolution  before  us. 

Now,  I  have  already  said  I  know  nothing  to 
support  this  affirmation.  Kuther  in  tiie  acta 
of  cession,  nor  in  the  act  of  Omgnu  accepting 
the  Disbrict,  nor  in  any  other  dolmen t,  hi^ory, 
publication,  or  transaction^  do  I  know  a  sinpe 
nut  or  snggestion,  supporting  this  propomtiodi, 
or  tending  to  support  it.  Nor  has  Stay  gentle- 
man, so  far  as  I  know,  pointed  out,  or  attempt- 
ed to  point  out^  any  such  Ibot,  document,  trans- 
action, or  other  evidence.  All  is  left  to  the 
general  and  repeated  statement^  that  Bach  a 
oondition  must  have  been  intuided  by  tiie 
States.  Of  all  this  I  see  no  proof  whatevo-.  I 
see  no  evidence  of  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
States  thus  to  limit  the  power  of  Cimgrees,  or 
thus  to  require  a  pledge  against  its  exer^se. 

I  am  altoffether  unable  to  see  any  ground  for 
Buppoang  tbat  either  party  to  the  cesrion  bad 
any  mental  reservation,  any  unexpressed  ex- 
pectation, or  relied  on  any  implied,  bat  munen- 
tioned  and  nnsag^ested  pledge,  whaterer.  By 
the  constitution,  u  a  district  should  be  ceded  to 
it  for  the  seat  of  Grovemment,  Congress  was  to 
have  a  right,  in  expr^  terms,  to  exercise  ex- 
clusive l^slation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  Tlie 
cession  was  made  and  accepted,  in  pursuance 
of  this  power. 

As  to  any  proviid^  in  the  acts  of  cof«aoQ 
stipulating  for  the  Beourity  of  property,  there  is 
none^  except  only  what  I  have  already  observed 
— this  condition,  that  no  right  of  individuals  in 
the  SOU  shoald  be  construed  to  be  transferred, 
but  only  tiie  JnriadictioD.  Bat  no  doabt  all 
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rights  of  property  ought  to  be  duly  respected 
hj  Oongreas,  and  all  other  legislatares. 

Afid  since  the  subject  of  compensatioQ  to  the 
owners  a£  emancip^ed  slaves  has  been  referred 
to,  I  take  oooasion  to  mj,  that  Conffreas,  if  it 
should  tbiok  that  a  wise,  jmt,  and.  politic  legis- 
lation for  this  District  reqaired  them  to  make 
compensation  fondaves  emancipated  here,  thej 
,  have  the  same  constituticaial  aatboritj  to  make 
Booh  compensation  as  to  make  grants  toe  roads 
and  Iwidges,  alma-boiuea,  Msutentiaiies,  and 
other  dnmar  olfjeots  in  the  District. 

lir.  Out  eononrred  with  Mr.  BnoHAirAiT, 
and  he  must  express  his  astonishment  that  lir. 
WxBSTEB  did  not  Tiew  the  matter  in  the  same 
light  He  belioTed,  with  Mr.  B.,  that  if  those 
States  could  have  imaged  that  while  slavery^ 
existed  with  them  it  would  be  ended  here,  they 
never  woold  have  made  the  oession.  Hr.  0. 
would  put  it  in  another  shape.  Suppose  Penn- 
sylvania had  oeded  a  p<»^on  of  her  soil  as  a 
site  for  the  Government,  then  he  would  ask,  if, 
when  Pennsylvania  was  a  non-elaveholdiog 
State,  It  would  not  be  deemed  a  breach  of  &ith 
to  inbrodnce  alaTeiT  into  the  midst  <rf  her  soil  ? 
So  in  this  IHrtriet  ft  would  be  •  breach  of  fldth 
to  abdidi,  while  the  ceding  States  retained  that 
institntion.  Be^ea,  when  the  oesdon  was 
made,  there  was  an  express  reservation  of  the 
right  of  prot>ert7,  and  titerefim  this  kind  ut 
proper^,  bemg  indnded,  was,  as  a  matter 
pnuio  faith,  to  be  M-eserved. 

Mr.  WiBSTBB.  The  honorable  member  from 
Eentnol^  asks  the  Senate  to  suppose,  that  the 
seat  of  Government  had  been  fixed  in  a  free 
State,  Pennsylvania  for  Example;  and  that  Oon- 
gresB  had  attempt«d  to  establish  slavery  in  a  dis- 
tck/b  over  which,  aa  here,  it  had  thos  exolnsive 
legislation.  He  asks  whether,  in  that  case,  Oon- 
msB  oonld  eatabliBh  slavery  in  sncb  a  placet 
Tius  mode  of  chancing  the  qoestlon  does  not,  I 
think,  vary  this  argoment ;  and  I  answer  at  once, 
that  however  improbable  w  {nii»tq>er  such  an 
act  might  be.  yet  if  the  power  w«re  oniversal, 
abadute,  and  without  restriot^on,  it  might  un- 
questionably be  so  exercised. 

And  in  the  other  cases,  of  forts,  arsenals, 
if  Congress  has  exdndve  and  atsolnte  legisla- 
tive power,  it  moflt,  of  coarse,  have  the  power, 
if  it  could  be  supposed  to  be  guilty  of  sach  a 
folly,  whether  proposed  to  be  exercised  in  a 
district  within  a  free  State,  to  establidi  alavery, 
or  in  a  district  in  a  aUve  State,  to  abtdiah  or 
regulate  it;  ye^  if  it  be  a  district  ovw  which 
Coopeas  has,  as  it  haa  in  this  District,  unlimited 
power  of  l^^slatton,  it  seems  to  me  that  what- 
ever would  stay  the  exercise  of  this  power,  in 
eithw  case,  must  be  drawn  from  discretion,  m»m 
reastms  of  jostioe^  and  true  poli<7,  from  those 
liigh  ooDsiderations  which  ought  to  infloenoe 
Congress  in  quesliona  of  sndi  extreme  delicacy 
and  importance;  and  to  all  thetw  considerations 
I  am  willing,  and  always  shall  be  willii^,  I 
trust,  to  give  fall  weight. 

Mr.  Oalhovh  said  tiiat  be  shonld  soooeed  in 
tmeolifeothohadinTieirwhenlie  introduced 
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these  resolutions— to  asoertdn  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  on  the  subject  of  abolition,  and  how  £ar 
it  was  disposed  to  take  ground  against  it  They 
embraced  two  leading  propoutions  that  he  had 
h(^>ed  to  carry  out— that  neither  a  State,  nor 
its  citizens,  had  a  right  to  interfere  with  the 
peculiar  institutions  •of  the  other  States ;  and 
that  this  Government,  as  a  common  agent  of  the  . 
States,  has  no  right,  in  any  of  its  acts,  either  in 
this  Diatriot  or  fll8ewher&  to  cUaeriounate  be- 
tween tlie  domestio  institntiona  of  the  dave-ludd- 
ing  and  non-dav^olding  States,  by  &voring  one^ 
and  oppodng  the  other,  on  any  groond  whatever. 

These  were  the  elevated  and  strong  grounds 
assumed  in  the  resolations,  and  he  regretted 
that  th^  should  have  been  departed  from  in 
this  resolution  as  amended.  Thus  regarded,  he 
fihould  vote  for  it  with  much  reluctance.  The 
amendment  otFered  by  the  Senator  from  Con-  . 
neoticQt  (Mr.  Niles)  had  removed  many  of  the 
objections  he  had  to  that  ofii»«d  by  the  Sena- 
te from  Kentucky,  to  which  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  him  to  give  his  assent ;  and, 
even  as  it  stood,  he  should  vote  for  it  only  on 
the  ground  of  preeerving  harmony  and  union 
among  those  whom  he  beUeved  to  he  i^poaed 
to  the  Abolitionists. 

The  question  was  again  taken  on  the  first 
branch  of  Hi.  Oux*s  snbstitote,  and  carried^ 
ayea  86,  noes  9. 

WsaansniT,  January  11. 

Mr.  OaBunm?*  Setolutiani. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  o£  the 
BMoIntions  submitted  by  Mr.  Ojllblojjs  on  the 
ftth  Decembw,  in  relation  to  domestie  davei?, 
the  qnesticni  being  <m  tlie  second  branoh  oi  lu. 
Out's  snbstitote  to  the  fifth  resolution,  which 
had  been  atmdc  out  yesterday,  and  reinstated 
on  Mr.  BuoHABAa's  motion,  as  follows : 

Jietcived,  Thai  it  would  be  hi^^y  inexpedient  to 
abolish  slavoy  bi  Florida,  the  only  Territory  of  the 
United  Btatee  bi  irtileh  It  now  exists,  because  of  the 
serious  slann  and  Just  ^iprehendons  which  would  be 
hereby  excited  in  the  States  snstaming  that  domestie 
institatiini ;  because  the  peo^de  of  that  Territory  have 
not  aaked  it  to  be  d<Hie,  and,  wlien  admitted  as  a 
State  into  the  Union,  will  be  exclomvely  entitled  to 
dedde  that  question  for  themselves ;  and,  also,  be- 
cause it  would  be  in  violation  of  a  aolenua  compfo- 
misQ,  made  at  a  memoBdile  and  critical  period  in  the 
histoty  of  ais  conntry,*  by  wiiioh,  while  alavery  was 
pn^bited  nortii,  it  was  admitted  south  of  the  line 
thirty-ox  d^rees  and  tlurty  minutes  north  latitude ; 
and,  also,  against  the  treaty  stipulation  with  Spain  m 
22d  Febmaiy,  1819,  wtiicfa  goamntees  the  ri^  of 
property.  • 

Mr.  BvoHAKAiT  ol»erved  that,  in  pursuance 
of  the  plec^  given  itf  him  last  evening,  he  fsft 
himself  bomid  to  brii^  finward  the  second 
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tenni  to  LonlaUma,  eoald  not  b«  spptioaUe  to  Florida,  aod 
tks  faftnaea  to  tt  vs  InadkMy  dn»td  ebfMHaa 
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branch  of  Mr.  Clat*b  amdndment,  which  had 
been  struck  out  on  his  motion,  and  to  leave  it 
as  he  found  it.  He  had  therefore  done  so,  bnt 
■  he  did  not  thereby  mean  to_  say  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  every  part  of  the  tesolntion.  He  had 
simply  restored  it  to  the  place  where  it  was, 
and  he  left  it  to  its  friends,  or  rather  to  ^e 

£tttenta  of  the  bantling,  the  Senators  fnm  Ken- 
i(&7  and  Ahibama. 

yit.  Kxsa  maptmi  that  so  mnoh  of  tiie  reeo- 
IntioD  as  mtwe  mention  of  the  compromise  act 
ahonld  be  stricken  out,  and  it  was  stricken  ont, 

Hr.  Calhouk  wished  to'  state  why  he  oonld 
not  vote  for  the  resolution  as  amended. 

The  main  reason  assigned  in  the  resolution 
as  it  now  stands,  why  slavery  should  not  be 
abolished  in  Florida,  was  that  it  would  be  high- 
ly inexpedient.  He  regarded  the  reason  as 
wholly  fallacioua,  and  that  it  wtiuld  be  of  not 
the  alighteet  force  in  staying  the  tide  of  aboli- 
tion. We  must  bear  in  mind,  that  the  two 
points  towards  which  the  Abolitionists  are  di- 
recting tbeir  attacks,  were  this  Dis^et  and  the 
Territories.  These  they  considered  oar  weak 
pointfl ;  and  tiiey  wrae  sangnine  in  tiie  belief, 
and  that  not  withoat  reason,  if  they  can 
effect  their  objects  there,  the  mam  diflScidty  in 
their  way  would  "be  surmounted.  With  this 
knowledge,  our  policy  ought  to  be  to  strengthen 
and  fortify  those  points  most  effectoally.  Now, 
sir,  the  main  barrier  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat)  proposes  to  throw  around 
Ihe  Temtories  in  ttiia  amendment  is,  that  it  ia 
inezpe^ent  to  abolish  slavery  in  Florida.  Will 
this  oppose  any  obstacle  to  the  assaults  of  the 
foe  ?  Let  us  see  how  it  will  operate.  An  abo- 
lition petition  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Ter^ 
torles  18  presented  to  an  individual  in  the  noS- 
danAiolding  States  for  his  rignatore.  He  is 
opposed  to  the  olject,  and  reftises  to  sign.  He 
is  a^ed  hifl  oljections.  He  answers  in  thelan- 
gnage  of  this  amendment,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
ft  iB  highly  inexpedient.  He  then  is  asked,  Bo 
you  not  consider  slavery  a  political  evil  ?  Do 
yon  not  consider  it  immoral  f  Bo  yon  not  con- 
sider it  ^nfol  ?  He  answers,  Yes,  for  such  will 
be  the  answer  of  nine  in  ten  in  me  noU'slave- 
holding  States.  Kow- mark  the  reply.  He  is 
next  ai^ed,  How  cia\  you  Justify  yourself  in  re- 
fOsing  to  pat  down  what  you  acknowledge  to 
be  immoral,  siufnl,  and  a  great  political  evil, 
On  the  ground  that  it  la  inexpedient?  The 
Qoestion  ia  overwhelming,  and  the  petition  is 
ngned  and  a  convert  made.  To  stay  its  pro- 
gress, fax  higher  cronnds  most  be  taken; 
poonds  OS  hi^  as  l£o8e  assmned  by  these  de- 
luded madmen,  and  which  will  show  them  that 
while  thev  are  acting  iirthe  name  of  morals  and 
religion,  they  are  violating  plighted  faith,  and 
subverting  uie  entire  fabric  of  our  pohtical 
System ;  and,  as  snob,  are*  goilty  of  violating 
the  most  solemn  obllgatitms,  political,  moral, 
ud  rdigious. 

Mr.  0.  next  objeoted,  that  he  disliked  the 
designation  of  the  particular  Territory  of  Flori- 
da. The  Abt^tioiuatBaak  toaboKdi^Uverrin 
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the  Territories ;  and  we  replvj  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  abolish-  it  in  Florida,  assigning  for  a 
reason,  that  it  was  our  only  Territory  in  which 
davery  existed.  -  They  make  a  general  demand, 
extending  to  all  Territories  that  now  are,  or 
may  be  hereafter,  created ;  and  we  meet  this 
broad  and  sweeping  prayer  with  the  modest 
amwer,  that  it  is  ine]^>edient  to  abolish  it  in 
norida.  In  giving  this  diflldent  response,  are 
we  afraid  of  offending,  or  are  we  indi^MMed  to 
commit  ourselves  as  to  Territories  hereafter  to 
be  created  ? 

He  was  glad  that  the  portion  of  the  amend- 
ment which  referred  to  the  Missouri  compromiBe 
had  been  struck  out.  He  was  not  a  member 
of  Congress  when  that  compromise  was  madc^ 
but  it  is  due  to  candor  to  state,  that  his  impres- 
sions were  in  its  favor ;  but  it  is  equally  due  to 
it  to  say,  that  witii  his  present  experience,  and 
knowledge  of  the  spint  which  then,  for  the 
first  time,  began  to  (usclose  itself,  that  be  had 
entirely  changed  his  opinion.  He  now  believed 
that  it  was  a  dangerons  measnre^  and  that  h 
has  done  much  to  rouse  into  action  the  present 
spirit.  Had  it  then  been  met  with  nncampro- 
miring  opposition,  such  as  a  then  distingiduied 
and  sagacious  member  from*Yir^nia,  (Mr. 
Bandolph,)  now  no  more,  opposed  to  it,  aboli- 
tion might  have  been  crushed  forever  in  its 
birth.  He  then  thought  of  Mr.  RAimoun,  as, 
he  doubts  not,  many  think  of  him  now,  who 
have  not  fhlly  looked  into  this  subject,  that  he 
was  too  unyielding,  too  uncompromiang,  too 
impracticable;  but  ho  had  been  taaght  I:^ 
error,  and  took  pleasure  in  acknowledglnff  it. 

With  these  views  (said  Mr.  0.)  he  comd  not 
vote  for  the  resolution  as  it  stood,  aad  tiic? 
were  greatiy  strengthened,  when  he  eontzaBted 
it  with  his  fifth  resolution,  whioh  has  been 
struck  out  to  insert  this.  Iliat  resolntioii  ^ 
dares  that  any  attempt,  by  any  State  or  Status 
or  thdur  citizens,  or  any  act  or  measure  of  Gcm- 
gress,  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  Bistrict,  or  the 
Territories,  on  the  ground  that  it  .was  immoral, 
or  sinful,  or  otherwise  obnoxious,  was  a  dan- 
gerous attack  on  the  domestic  institutions  of 
all  the  States,  ^ow  (said  Mr.  0.)  what  hav« 
we  done  ?  what  hare  Southern  Senators  done  T 
Struck  down  the  strong  barriers  which  placed 
this  Bistrict  and  the  Territories  under  the  Rame 
high  oonstitQtional  protection  with  the  States 
themselves,  and  which  made  an  asaanlt  on 
than  an  assault  on  ali  the  slave-holding  State^ 
and  have  erected  in  their  place  the  most  feeble 
of  all  barriers  that  of  mere  iaeq>edkm^. 
Why  was  tins  done  ?  Was  it  because  the  reao- 
Iction  struck  out  asserted  any  thing  false  in 
fact  or  principle  f  No  one  pretended  to 
say  so.  No :  it  is  time  to  speak  oat ;  to  tell 
the  truth ;  it  was  because  there  was  more  dread 
of  wounding  the  feelings  of  the  AbdititNiists 
than  the  people  of  the  slave-holdmg  States. 
They  are  more  intent  on  oar  destruction  tban 
we  for  our  own  safety.  They  mark  and  poniah, 
by  withholding  their  vote%  and  throwing  them 
in  the  oppoeue  aoale,  all  who  dare  appom 
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them ;  while  a  feeling  of  indiflbrence  and  Inat- 
tention prevailB  on  the  part  of  the  peo|de  of 
the  slave-holding  States. 

Tbns  regarding  the  resolution  as  it  stands,  he 
was  placed  in  a  position  which  he  did  not  often 
occapj.  He  could  not  vote  for  it,  for  the  rea- 
sons be  has  stated ;  and  he  would  not  vote 
agunst  it,  for  reasons  which  must  be  apparent 
to  all ;  and  he  was  o£  course  oonstrained  not  to 
Tote  at  M. 

Mr.  Out,  of  &nta(^,  sdd  he  was  very 
sorry  that  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Oarolina 
could  not  recondle  his  judgment  to  vote  for 
the  reaolation  now  under  oonndera^n.  He 
thongbt  the  declaration  in  the  reBolntion,  that 
abolition  was  ioezpedieDt,  was  not  strong 
eooogh,  and  that  higher  grounds  ought  to  be 
assumed.  But  what  bisher  grounds  t  Was 
any  one  prepared  to  say  ttiat  the  naked  power 
of  abolition  did  not  exist?  Ur.  C.  spoke  of 
the  n^ed  power,  and  not  of  its  exercise,  bat 
the  abstract  question  of  the  existence  of  the 
power.  NoWf  thong^  it  did  not  exist  in  rela- 
tion to  the  States,  on  the  mere  qaestion  of  ah- 
Btract  power,  Hr.  0.  thonght  the  Senator  from 
Sontih  O^Una  woald  not  declare  that  it  would 
he  nnconstitntitHi^  Oongress  to  abolish  sla- 
very in  the  Dtstrlot  or  Territories.  The  power, 
like  many  others,  was  not  to  be  exercised,  on 
high  considerations,  amounting  in  the  District 
to  the  plighted  fi^tb  of  the  Government,  daring 
the  existence  of  a  state  of  thiogs  which  put  a 
restriction  on  the  exercise  of  the  power ;  bat 
when  that  state  of  things  should  no  loDger  ex- 
ist, the  power  might  be  exercised.  60  as  to 
'Florida :  the  power  existed,  bat,  for  hi^  con- 
siderations, was  not  to  be  exerdsed. 

The  Senator  ohjeeta  beoaiue  Ilorida  ahme  is 
embraced  by  the  resolution.  '  We  have  stricken 
out  the  Lidluis,  regardhig  them  asperfbetiy 
saf^  And  what  other  Territmy  but  Florida  is 
there  in  which  slavery,  exists!  I  framed  the 
resolution  as  it  is,  because  there  is  no  other 
such  Territory.  There  are  many  who  send 
petitions  here  tliat  appear  to  be  ignorant  of  this 
mot,  that  there  is  but  one  such  Territory.  I 
wanted  them  to  know  that  there  is  but  one. 

Then  the  Senator  thinks  the  tone  of  the  reso- 
lution is  not  strong  enongh.  Perhaps  he  would 
say  that,  as  slavery  is  represented  as  a  moral 
evil,  as  sinfnl,  we  ought  to  take  the  opposite 
groond,  and  mountain  that  slavey  is  not  unfnl, 
out  in  conformity  with  rdimm ;  and  he  tbns 
maintain  the  one  idde,  and  they  the  othw. 
And  theOf  he  says,  the  Abolitioi^sts  wiU  present 
a  number  of  questions,  which  he  enumerated. 
Sir,  suppose  yon  should  declare  davery  accords 
with  tne.DecIaration  of  Independence,  and  that 
it  is  oonsistent  with  every  high  and  holy  princi- 
ple, would  it  make  any  converts  t  Sir,  I  want 
to  do  nothing  to  a^ravate  this  spirit  at  the 
North,  and  to  increase  the  Abohtionists.  I 
want  to  prevent  the  residne  of  the  North  from 
going  over  to  join  them.  There  lies  our  dan- 
ger, and  there,  also,  are  we  to  look  for  safety. 
The  Senator^s  resolutions  an  all  sound;  but 
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there  will  nothing  be  gamed  by  tiiem  of  safety 
to  the  cause,  or  of  permanency  to  the  Union. 

The  Senator  speaks  of  the  compromise  on 
the  Missouri  question,  and  refers  to  the  course 
of  a  distinguished  member  from  Yii^inia,  who 
was  present  on  that  memorable  occasion.  There 
were  two  compromises:  the  first  was  that 
when  the  bill  passed,  authorizing  the  State  to 
form  a  separate  Oovemment  for  itself  for  ad- 
mistion  into  the  Union.  It  was  then  that  88* 
80'  was  fixed  as  the  line  of  separation.  But 
after  the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
she  introduced  a  clause  into  her  constitution, 
by  which  free  persona  of  color  were  not  to  re- 
main within  Missonri.  There  was  the  great 
point  of  difficulty  which  shook  the  Union  with, 
more  alarm  than  any  thing'  I  have  seen,  from 
that  day  to  this.  It  was  tioat  compromise  for 
which,  I  understood  the  Senator^  he  would  not 
now  have  voted. 

iMr.  Calhodn  was  understood  to  assent.]  ' 
To  one  (said  Mr.  Olat)  was  anxious  to  have 
slavery  exist  north  of  that  line^  except  in  Uis- 
Boori.  WiUi  the  second  qnestiott  eame  the 
great  strugsle ;  siid  I  should  not  refer  to  tiie 
part  tskeaoj  Jb,  Bandolfh,  whose  death  I 
sincerely  deplored,  if  it  had  not  been  referred 
to  by  the  Senator.  Bat  I  feel  compelled  to  say- 
that  at  the  second  compromise,  in  whi<^  noth- 
ing was  sacrificed  by  tiie  slave^holding  States, 
and  in  which  a  mere  matter  of  form  was  con- 
ceded to  the  free  States,  which  admitted  them 
a  ground  to  stand  on  at  home,  the  course  of  that 
distingaished  member  from  Virginia  came  near- 
er hazuxling  the  Union  than  any  other  event  in 
our  historr.  He  was  opposed  to  all  compro- 
mises ;  and  I  recollect  that  when  the  second 
iSompromise  was  under  discastion,  I  was  in  the 
chur,  and  another  member  f^om  Virginia  feint- 
ed under  the  iuflnence  of  the  fhmes  of  the 
lamps.  He  was  taken  to  a  back  seat^  and  I 
weiU  tosee  how  he  was;  but  observing  that 
his  case  was  not  dangerous,  and  that  he  would 
soon  recover,  on  my  return  to  the  Speaker's 
choir  I  met  the  gentieman  from  Virgioia,  who, 
not  having  spoken  with  me  before,  said,  *'  How 
do  you  do,  sir ;  I  wish  yon  would  go  with  me 
to  Kentucky."  I  understood  him,  and  that 
he  proposed  in  this  manner  a  separation  of  the 
Sontiiem  delegation,  retiring  from  Oongress, 
and  leaving  the  North  in  possession  of  the  Gov- 
ernment I  replied,  "  Not  now ;  but  I  will  sea 
you  to-morrow  morning."  In  the  momlug  I 
spent  an  hour  with  him,  in  which  he  m^ed  me 
to  make  no  compromise,  even  provided  gentie^ 
men  would  gi«nt  us  every  tbiog  we  wanted,  in 
return  for  giving  the  North  ground  to  stand  on. 
We  parted,  promising  to  be  friends  in  future ; 
aitd  to  the  end  of  the  session  he  never  ^oke  to 
me  again.  The  two  words  [dough  (doe)  feoesl 
with  which  that  gentieman  rated  and  taunted 
our  Korthem  friends,  did  more  injury  than  any  ■ 
two  words  I  have  ever  known.  Sir,  I  hope  no 
similar  con^  will  be  pursued  by  any  one  at 
the  present  day,  in  respect  to  any  pwtion  of 
the  delegstionaf  the  wnmtiy.  A]ul,irir,  It^ 
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the  Smator,  that  I  think  if  would  deal  more 
ealmlj  with  all  parts  of  fhe  IJnion,  and  my  to 
tiiem  that  the  Sonth  are  animated  to  a  man  on 
this  Botgect,  and  would  vindicate  their  rishts ; 
^  he  woald  turn  to  the  quarter  where  the  olaze 
is,  and  endeayor  to  eztmgnish  the  flame  and 
not  to  agCTsvate  it ;  if  he  would  unite  with  us, 
to  bring  uie  whole  country'  together  as  in  one 
band  of  brethreja  in  the  same  public  vessel,  I 
think  the  result  would  be  more  happy, 

Mr.  Oalhooit  maved  to  amend  Mr.  Oiat'b 
eubatitnte  bv  inserting  the  words  "  dangerous  at- 
tack upon  the  States  in  which  slavery  exists." 

Mr.  BvoHANAN  thought  the  debate  had  now 
become  exceedingly  dull.  It  had  almost  worn 
itsdf  out,  and  was  now  drag^g  ita  dull  length 
along.  He  would  not,  however,  soffiar  it  to 
dose  withoat  maUng  a  few  observatdons,  in 
oonaeqnenoe  of  what  had  repeatedly  ftUen  from 
the  Senator  fh>m  South  Oandina,  QSi,  Oal- 

HODN,) 

It  had  been  often  said,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  that  these  resolutions  were  intended  as 
a  platform  on  which  we  of  the  North,  who 
were  disposed  to  sustain  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  South,  might  stand,  and  defend 
ourselves  agunst  the  attacks  of  the  Abolition- 
ista.  Now,  for  his  part,  be  disclaimed  the  idea 
of  having  any  such  platform  erected  for  him. 
We  can  sustain  ourselveB  better  without  it. 
**Ihe  blood  of  Douglas  can  protect  itself." 
All  we  draire  npon  this  4t>«stion  is,  "  htmds 
offl"  We  know  best  how  to  fight  our  own 
battles. 

These  resolutions  had  emanated  from  the' 
South ;  and  be  most  fer^entiy  hoped  that  they 
might  do  some  good  in  tranqnillizing  and  sooth- 
ing the  feelings  of  the  people  there,  and  in  con- 
vincing them  that;  they  had  numerous  fiiends 
in  the  North,  who  woidd  stand  by  them  in  any 
emergency.  He  protested,  however,  against 
the  idea  tiiat  they  were  passed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  North. 

Some  commiseration  (said  Mr.  B.)  has  been 
expressed  for  our  cdtuation.  It  has  been  .ssid 
that  our  int«itioDS  were  very  good,  and  that 
we  would  be  willing  to  go  further,  if  we  dared 
to  do  so.  Now,  he  protested  against  any  such 
inference.  He  had  always  gone  as  iiu-  as  hia 
sense  of  right  and  justice  dictated,  and  if  there 
bad  not  been  an  Abcditionist  in  existence,  he 
would  have  gone  no  further.  We  wanted  no 
platform  on  which  to  stand,  save  the  constitu- 
tion of  onr  country.  Wtiat  fanatic  had  there 
ever  been  in  the  North  so  mad  as  to  assert  that 
we  had  any  right  to  attack  slavery  in  the  States 
where  it  exista  ?  That  principle  had  been  set- 
tied  by  the  first  Congress,  and  that  principle,  so 
long  as  he  held  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  should 
maintain  to  the  death.  These  have  been  the 
motives  of  my  oondoet  throogfaont  upon  these 
resolutions.  They  are  a  Sonthem,  and  not  a 
KortherUf  measure ;  intended  for  the  b«iefit  of 
the  South,  rather  than  the  North.  Ig  the  portion 
of  the  Union  from  whi<^  he  came,  we  depre- 
cate a^tatiffin  and  erdtement  from  this  source. 


We  adopted  one  residntion  yestwdn-  In  re- 
gard to  iuyer^  fat  the  Distrii^  of  Oumnl^ 
which  may  have  a  good  edbot  hi  the  Horth. 

Opinions  which  are  united  there  against  auj 
interference  with  slavery  in  the  States,  are  not 
60  unanimous  in  regard  to  this  District.  That 
resolution  places  the  subject  on  its  tme  princi- 
ples, and  will  strike  the  common  sense  of  all 
impartial  men  as  just  and  expedient.  It  asserts 
the  proportion  that  when  Congress  accepted 
the  cession,  there  was  an  implied  futh  pledged 
to  the  ceding  States  that  we  should  not  convert 
that  act  of  their  kindness  into  an  iostnnn^t 
of  their  destraetion ;  and  that  whilst  slavery 
existed  in  them^  it  shonld  not  be  abolidied 
within  these  ten  miles  square  in  flie  midst  of 
their  territorieB.  The  ayoval  ci  this  dietiBct 
I>rinciple  by  the  Senata,  Ite  which  he  had  al- 
ways contended,  mwfat  he  productive  of  bene- 
ficial effects  in  the  Nortfa«m  States. 

The  seoond  part  of  the  resolution  ot  the  Sa^ 
ator  fr<nn  Eentookj  had  been  offered  1^  him 
(Mj*.  B.)  as  a  distinct  proposition  this  morning. 
He  had  pledged  himself  yesterday  to  bring  it 
forward  in  this  sh^ie,  provided  the  Senate 
would  then  strike  it  out  of  the  amendment,  and 
take  a  separate  vote  on  the  remaining  portion 
of  it,  whidi  related  exdosively  to  the  I)istrict 
of  Columbia.  This  had  1>een  done ;  and  thus 
the  resolution  had,  strangeh'  enon^  become 
(he  child  of  his  adoption,  though  not  of  ins 
aflbotioDB.  Aftw  it  had  been  amended  VrBtrfk- 
ing  from  it  the  Indian  territory,  and  modified 
and  remodified  in  such  a  manner  as  to  suit  the 
views  of  the  partnership  concern  between  the 
Senators  from  New  Hampshire  and  Kentucky, 
(Messrs.  Hubbabd  and  Clat,)  he  (Mr.  B.)  would 
have  cheerfhlly  ^ven  it  his  support:  He  was, 
therefore,  much  astonished  and  disappmnted 
when  these  two  Senators,  apparentiy  without 
the  slightest  r^ard  for  their  own  offipring, 
consented  to  abandon  it  without  a  strc^e. 
He  greatly  preferred  it  to  the  substitute  o^red 
by  &e  Senator  from  Mississippi,  QSx.  Walxxs,) 
which  they  had  aoo^ted,  and  wbidi  ma  mnr 
before  the  Senate.  The  truth  was,  that  the 
resdution  which  he  had  offered  this  mcnxiii^ 
to  redeem  his  promise,  had  undergone  so  many 
modifications,  and  mystifioations  to  make  it  eon- 
form  to  the  views  of  everybody  who  de^red 
any  change,  that  no  man  who  was  aoquaiqtad 
with  its  original  features  could  imagine  how  it 
had  been  transformed  into  the  resolution  now 
before  the  Senate.  But  so  it  was.  We  once 
had  a  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr. 
Hnx,)  who  was  made  of  sterner  stuff  than  to 
have  yielded  up  bis  resolution  to  the  solicitations 
of  gentiemen,  as  the  present  Senator  from  that 
State  had  done.  And  here,  as  he  had  allnded 
to  that  SenatOT  vithoat  having  ]«evioiidT  !&• 
tended  it^  he  would  tske  ooeamon  to  si^  of  him, 
that  he  was  a  man  of  straig  and  determined 
character,  and  was  a  good  low  as  wdl  as  a 
good  hater.  Mr.  B.  had  never  met  on  that 
floor  a  Scmator  who  possessed  more  extensive 
and  minute  p^tioal  mformation  in  r^ard  to 
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OUT  domestio  afi^in,  aad  however  much  he 
ntaj  have  been  tradaoed,  there  waa  no  man  in 
the  Senate^  at  the  present  da7,  who  loved  his 
oonntrj  hettw.  He  wdl  recoUeoted  the  time 
vhen  uiat  Benatra  had  formed  a  oodition  with 
tiie  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  thej  had  fought 
the  battle  togetiber  without  yielding  a  single  inch. 
It  is  true  that  bnt  a  small  force  was  rallied  under 
their  united  banner.  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  almost 
their  only  follower ;  but  they  never  thought 
of  sarrendering.  He  could  have  wished  uat 
the  new  coalition  between  the  present  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  and  the  Senator  from 
Eentttcky,  had  been  animated  by  the  same 
sptrit.  At  the  instance  of  many  gentlemen, 
the  resolntion  had  been  changed,  reohanged, 
and  modified,  nntil  he  had  become  tired  of  the 
procesB.  He  had  determined  for  himself  to  qnit 
setting  to  every  new  partner  that  might  oSbr. 
He  woald  now  consent  to  talu  the  last  edition 
of  the  resolution,  as  it  had  come  from  the 
hands  of  the  Senator  from  Kisnssippi,  (Mr. 
"Walkbb,)  hat  he  would  not,  for  one,  agree  to 
any  other  changes. 

Kr.  Oalhoun  said,  that  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  were  of  a  character 
that  he  could  not  permit  then  to  pass  in  silence. 
He  understood  the  Senator  to  say  that  he  (Mr. 
Bcohanan)  had  been  .actuated  solely  by  the  de- 
^re  to  soothe  and  tranquillize  the  feelings  of  the 
South,  or,  in  other  words,  in  pity  of  her  weak- 
ness eoA  fears.  (Mr.  B.  shook  his  head.]  Mr. 
0.  said  he  would  be  glad  to  nndersCand  what 
tiie  Senator  did  mean. 

"Was  he  to  Tindentand  the  Senator  that  all  he 
Bidd  abont  soothing  and  tranqnilliziDg  the  fed- 
Inga  of  the  South,  originated  in  a  belief  that 
these  resolutions  were  intended  for  that  purpose 
1^  the  mover  ?  If  so,  he  would  tell  hmi  that 
he  was  grossly  mistaken.  She  needed  not  this, 
nor  any  other  measure,  to  tranquillize  her. 
She  was  calm  and  collected,  and  instead  of 
being  agitated,  was  too  indifferent.  She  had 
no  fears  for  herself.  She  was  full  of  resouroes, 
and  would,  he  trusted,  be  prepared  to  meet  the 
crisis,  whenever  forced  on  her  by  the  iqjustice, 
or  luBolts^  of  the  other  pntion  of  the  Union. 
No :  these  resdntions  originated  in  hr  di^rent 
motives — from  a  dncere  demre  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  the  shook  to  which  the  present  current 
of  events  was  Tq>idly  leading,  and  which,  if 
not  prevented,  would  bring  to  the  ground  the 
iostitutiona  of  the  country.  He  was  anzions, 
before  it  was  too  lat&  to  present  some  common 
oonstitntional  ground  on  which  the  reflecting, 
and  patriotic,  of  every  quarter  of  the  Union, 
might  rally,  to  arrest  the  approaching  catas- 
trophe, and  avert  what  the  Korth  was  at  least 
as  much  interested  to  do  as  the  South.  A  plat- 
form for  that  purpose  (if  the  Senator  preferred 
the  word)  waa  indispensable,  if  it  be  thought 
worth  while  to  oppose  the  condng  disasters. 

Bqt  the  Senator  ezcUumed,  peaking  in  rela- 
tion to  the  two  sections  of  th«  oonn^,  hahds 
off  I  The  North  says,  hands  of^  to  the  South  I 
The  Senator,  in  the  name  €£  his  coastitneata, 
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B^s,  hands  off  to  me,  in  the  name  of  mine, 
when  he  knows  that  a  laive  portion  (tf  them 
are  duly  and  hourly,  In  viohtticm  of  ^e  consti- 
tution, and  the  most  solemnly  plighted  Mtb, 
^ming  a  most  deadly  blow,  not  simply  at  out 
peace  and  proroerity,  but  at  our  very  ezistenoo 
03  a  people  I  When  did  the  South  ever  plaoa 
her  hand  on  the  North  ?  When  did  she  ever 
interfere  with  her  peculiar  institutions  ?  When 
did  she  ever  aim  a  blow  at  her  peace  and  secu- 
rity ?  When  did  she  ever  demand  more  thanl 
naked,  sheer  justice  of  the  Union?  Never  1 
never  I  And  can  we  reverse  these  questions, 
and  have  the  same  response  from  the  North  ? 
WItli  what  propriety  or  justice,  then,  can  the 
Senator  prod^m,  himds  off  to  us — ^the  aggres- 
sor to  the  aggressed! 

Ifr.  BucBAius'  was  very  sorry  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  had  misunderstood 
his  remarks.  He  trusted  and  believed  that  hia 
course  upon  this  snbjeot,  had  been  snch  as  to 
place  him  above  all  suspicicm.  He  could  not 
believe  that  any  other  Senator  had  fallen  into 
the  same  mistake.  The  ardor  of  the  gentle- 
man's feelings  upon  this  subject  must  have 
blinded  his  judgment. 

The  commiseration  which  I  said  had  been 
expressed  by  himself  and  others  for  our  otmdi- 
tion  in  the  North,  he  understood  directiy  the 
reverse  of  what  my  words  imported,  and  had 
constrned  them  into  au  expression  of  pity  ai^ 
commiseration,  on  my  part,  for  the  conoitioiL 
of  the  people  of  the  South.  Such  an  idea  as 
that  of  applying  the  term  pity  to  that  gidlaut 
people,  had  never  entered  my  mind.  They  are 
nr  alrave  it  I  know  them  too  well,  and  reqioct 
them  too  highly,  to  have  ever  thought  of  apply- 
ing to  them  imy  such  term. 

He  did  not  blame  the  Senator  from  South 
Oorollna  for  having  introduced  those  resolu- 
tions. Certdnly  not.  Had  he  not  voted  for 
them,  one  and  except  that  which  related  to 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  instead  of  that 
one,  he  had  voted  for  another  on  the  some  sub- 
ject, which  he  solemnly  believed  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  greater  good  f  Now  what  he  had 
disddmed,  and  what  he  meant  to  disolidm,  was 
that  these  resolutions  wero  intoided  ii>r  the 
benefit  of  the  fHmds  of  the  TTnion  in  tha 
North.  They  had  not  been  brought  forwwd 
by  the  North,  but  by  the  South  :  and  henoe  it 
was  foir  to  infer  that  their  purpose  was  to  satia- 
fj  and  tranquillize  public  opinion  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  Union.  He  had  voted  for  them 
with  pleasure,  under  this  belief:  and  he  trusted 
that  our  friends  in  the  South  would  now  be 
convinced  that  we  were  ready  to  stand  by 
them  In  the  assertion  and  muntenance  of  aU 
their  eonstitutlonal  rights  over  their  slaves. 

These  resolutions  could  not  aid  him  at  home. 
There  the  battie  had  been  already  fought,  and 
what  part  he  had  taken  in  it  two  yeara  ago, 
was  well  known  to  every  man  in  the  country 
who  had  thought  his  humble  career  worthy  <a 
any  obaervatiui.  He  was  taSj  oonvinced  that 
the  |VD<TBoted  disoasslon  of  the  abolition  qnes- 
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tion  here  at  this  time  could  do  the  friends  of 
the  Union  in  the  North  little,  if  any  good ;  he 
wished  he  were  convinced  that  it  would  do 
them  no  harm.  This  was  the  great  centre  of 
agitation. '  When  it  was  commenced  here,  its 
hanefal  infiucnce  must  spread  over  the  whole 
Union.  Deeply  impressed  with  the  belief^  he 
had  for  two  years,  when  abolition  memorials 
were  presented,  onifonnly  voted  in  favor  of 
Bnch  a  disposition  of  them  as  would  prevent 
useless  and  daugeroiu  discosuon  upon  this 
theatre. 

Mr.  Oaimovs  said,  that  in  compliance  with 
the  urgent  wishes  of  his  fiiends,  rather  than, 
with  his  own  judgment,  he  would  consent  to 
vote  for  the  resolution  as  amended.  It  had 
nndergone  important  modifications,  making  it 
out  sponger  than  at  first,  but  yet  it  was  still 
very  feeble,  and  not  at  all  suited  to  the  occa- 
uon. 

On  taking  the  question  to  agree  to  the  reso- 
lution as  modified,  namely : 

XtMolwsd,  That  any  attempts  of  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  any  Territory  of  ^e  TTmted  States,  in 
which  it  exists,  would  cretie  serious  alarm  aod  just 
■pprebeiiBioa  in  the  States  sustuning  that  domestic 
In^tution ;  would  be  a  violation  of  good  ftltb  tow- 
ards the  inhabitants  of  any  such  Territory  who 
have  been  permitted  to  settle  with,  and  hold  slaves 
ttierein ;  b^^use  the  people  of  any  such  Territory 
have  not  a^ed  for  the  alxilition  of  slavery  tfierein ; 
and  beoaosei  when  any  such  Territory  aball  be  ad- 
mitted  faito  the  Umon  as  a  State,  the  people  thereof 
will  be  entitled  to  decide  that  qneswm  exdndvely 
fiir  themselvefl: 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 

Tub. — ^kfessTs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
BrowDf  Bndumao,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay 
of  KmtoAy,  Crittenden,  Gothbert,  Fulton,  Gnmdy, 
Hidbbard,  ^g,  LamjAin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nichobis, 
iniei,  Korvell,  Fierce,  I^eston,  lUves,  Boan,  Robin- 
■OD,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Triton, 
Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young—Sfi. 

Navb, — Hesars.  Clayton,  Davis,  Enight,  UcEeon, 
FieDtiSB,  Bobluns,  Sudtii  of  Indiana,  Swift,  and 
WehUcr  0. 


TmnvDjLT,  January  12. 

Mr.  Calhoun^B  RMolutiom. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Oir-nonN  on  the 
27th  of  December,  in  relaLion  to  Domestic 
Slavery,  the  nxth  resolotiou  bel{i^  under  oon- 
s^ratioQ. 

Ur.  Oalsovh  Bud  fhat  fireqnent  attacks  had 
been  made  on  the  resoltitaon  under  coDudera* 
tion,  la  advance,  which  he  did  not  think  were 
altogether  fair.  The  Senate  had  determined  to 
consider  each  resolution  by  itself.  We  had 
now  arrived  at  the  sixth,  and  one  of  the  most 
important  in  the  whole  series.  He  had  review- 
ed it  with  cnre,  and  believed  it  was  critically, 
true  and  correct  in  all  its  parts;  and  now  stood 
prepared  to  meet  and  repel,  he  trusted  succesB- 
fuUy,  all  attacks  that  might  be  made  on  it. 


[26th  Com. 

Its  first  and  fimdamental  position  is,  that 
the  Union  rests  on  an  equality  among  the  serer- 
al  States  that  compose  it.  To  support  so  ob- 
vious a  truth,  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
cite  various  parts  of  the  constitution,  which 
expressly  recognize  it ;  nor  to  refer  to  the  jour^ 
nals  of  the  convention  that  formed  the  consti- 
tution, nor  the  debates  of  the  conventions  of  the 
States  by  whidi  it  was  adopted ;  alt  of  whi<^ 
would  prove  that  it  was  constantly  at^ed  on  as 
the  principle  on  which  the  Unitm  rested,  «ad 
that,  as  such,  it  was  watched  throngfaoat  widi 
the  greatest  care  and  jealousy. 

The  next  position  assumed  was,  that  what- 
ever destroyed  this  equality,  tended  to  destroy 
the  Union  itself.  One  so  manifestly  and  irre- 
sistibly true,  if  the  first  be  conceded,  as  not  to 
admit  of  dispute. 

The  next  declares  that  it  is  the  solemn  duty 
of  all,  but  especially  of  this  body,  which  repre- 
sented the  States  in  their  corporate  capacity, 
to  resist  all  attempts  to  discriminate  between 
the  States,  in  the  actioa  of  this  Government,  so 
as'to'^ve  one  an  advantage  over  mnthw, 
which  is  DO  less  clear. 

The  next  asserts,  that  to  refuse  to  extend  to 
the  Southern  and  Western  States  any  advantage 
fairly  due  them,  and  which  might  tend  to 
strengthen  theraj  or  render  them  more  secure, 
by  extending  then*  limits  and  populatioa  by  tbe 
annexation  of  additional  territories  or  new 
Status,  on  the  ground  that  their  domestic  insti- 
tutions were  smful,  immoral,  or  otherwise  ob- 
noxious, would  be  contrary  to  that  equality 
intended  to  be  secured  by  the  constitatioo 
alike  to  all  the  members  of  the  Unioii.  It 
olMms  nothing  for  the  Southern  and  Western 
States  on  account  of  their  domestic  inatitntiMis. 
It  fflmj^ly  asserts,  that  to  withhold  advantages 
on  their  account,  to  which  they  would  other* 
wise  be  furly  entitled,  wonld  be  oontmr  to 
the  equality  to  which,  as  members  of  Ute  Unioii, 
they  are  entitled.  It  does  not  affirm  that  new 
territory  or  States  (Texas  in  a  word)  idioald  be 
annexed.  That  is  left*  an  open  qnestioD,  to  be 
decided  whenever  it  may  be  presented,  on  Hs 
general  merits,  in  reference  to  the  whole,  as 
well  as  the  adjacent  section,  and  not  on  the 
ground  of  the  peculiar  character  of  the  domes- 
tic institutions  of  the  States  of  that  section,  on 
which  the  Vermont  resolutions  and  the  hun- 
dreds of  petitiona  wbidi  have  been  presented, 
place  it. 

Thus  regarded,  he  wonld  tA.  If  thm  was  any 
one  who  wonld  ventare  to  controvert  thu  po- 
sitaoat. 

It  is  next  and  finally  asserted  in  tJie  resohition, 
tiiat  to  withhold  from  the  Southern  aod  West- 
em  States  tbe  equality  of  advantages  to  wUdi 
they  are  entitleo,  would  be,  in  <^ect,  to  dis- 
franchise them,  and  to  subject  them  to  all  tbe 
burdens  of  the  Government,  without  its  advan- 
tages— a  proposition  too  clear  to  admit  of  argu- 
ment or  illustration.  He  had  now  stated  cltar- 
ly  and  distinctly  every  pontion  taken  in  tbe 
resolation,  and  he  called  en  tiie  Senator  from 
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Kentucky,  (Mr.  Olat,)  and  others  who  had  at- 
tacked it  in  advance,  to  briog  forward  their 
objections  now,  when  the  resolution  is  before 
us.  and  when  their  assaults  can  be  fairly  met. 
AU  he  asked  was,  that  their  objections  should 
be  specific — no  generalities ;  no  abstractions. 

Mr.  Pbeston  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  on  the  ground  that  this  branch  of  the 
subject  would  be  more  appropriately  discussed 
in  connection  with  the  resolutions  introduced 
by  him  for  the  annexation  of  Tezoa,  and  be- 
oaose  it  would  be  more  odTaatageoaa  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Boaih.  to  take  tiae  qaestlon  in- 
volved oa  the  Texas  resoIutionB. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  would  assure  his  colleagae  that 
he  had  not  the  slightest  intention  to  interfere 
with  his  resolution  in  reference  to  Texas  ;*  nor 
did  he  think  there  could,  by  possibility,  be  anj 
interference.  They  related  to  different  objects. 
His  was  introdnoed,  as  antagonist  -  to  the  Ver- 
mont resolutions,  and  the  various  petitions 
against  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  South. 
Among  other  objections,  they  took  position 
against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union, 
on  the  ground  that  our  peculiar  institutions 
were  unful  and  immoral.  In  drawiim  op  these 
resolutions^  he  felt  himself  compellea  to  cover 
the  whole  ground  assumed  against  as,  and  (Knild 
not  by  possibility  omit  so  prominent  a  one  as 
the  objection  to  the  annexation  of  Tezas^  with- 
out a  manifest  surrender  of  one  of  our  most  im- 
portant points  to  the  AboUtionista. 

The  resolatioa  of  his  colleague  was,  on  the 
oontrarj,  a  direct  question  of  annexation,  which 
opened  tae  whole  ground,  in  the  broadest  view 
of  policy  and  the  constitution.  The  only  effect 
of  the  adoption  of  his  resolution  would  be  to 
ruse  one  of  these  qnestions,  and  that  not  the 
least  embarras^ng,  and  as  such  could  have  no 
pos^ble  injurious  effect  on  the  resolution  offer- 
ed by  his  colleague.  But  be  understood  his 
oc^eagae  to  say,  mat  a  dedtion  on  bia  (Mr.  O.'s) 
resolatioa  comd  be  had  under  hii^  wnioh  was 
broader,  and  that  It  would  be  more  easj  to  get 
a  fBToraUe  decision  on  the  whole  questiim  than 
on  tiie  iscdated  point  which  his  presented. . 

Mr.  0.  said  he  could  not  but  believe  that  his 
ooilaagne  was  mistaken.  Even  an  affirmative 
decinon  woold  not  cover  the  brood  and  general 
principle  of  equality,  and  would  discriminate 
between  the  institutions  of  the  States  of  the 
Union,  which  his  resolution  asserted,  and  which 
he  believed  to  he  all-important  to  the  slave- 
holding  States  to  be  recognized.  Nothing  more 
could  be  inferred  from  snch  a  decision  than 
that,  under  all  the  circomstances  of  the  case,  it 
was  expedient  to  annex  Texas,  without  a  dis- 
tinct recognitiou  of  any  one  prindple  on  wbidi 
it  might  M  admitted.  But  he  oomd  not  tliink, 
with  bis  colleagae,  tiiat  it  would  be  more  easy 
to  annex  Texas  than  to  pass  the  resolution 
under  consideration.  It  presented  but  a  single 
point,  and  that  so  unquestionable  as  to  com- 


*  Ur.  Cclhono's  msolDtloDS  were  Introdnced  on  the  STth 
DooMober,  and  Ur.  Fnaton'ftoiL  tba4tliJtDii»7',M  sprft. 
Tloua  twtiM,  glvan  Mi^r  In  tlu  m^ob. 


mand  the  assent  of  all  who  did  not  deny  so 
fundamental  a  principle  of  our  Union  as  the 
political  equality  of  the  members  who  composed 
it ;  while  his  colleague^a  presented,  and  would 
have  to  encounter,  all  the  possible  objections 
which  could  be  urged  against  the  annexation, 
constitutionally ;  and  all  objections  as  to  time, 
as  to  mode,  as  to  its  effects  on  our  relations  with 
Mexico,  as  to  its  disturbing  the  equilibrium  of 
the  Union,  as  to  the  hazard  of  extending  its  pres- 
ent limits,  as  to  its  .constitutionality,  and  many 
othersbesidratiieonepreflentedinhiareflalutiona. 
resolutions. 

His  colleague  had  objected  to  acting  on  this 
resolution,  on  the  grodnd  that  it  woold  brtug 
np  the  whole  Texan  question.  He  must  tbink 
that  he  was  mistaken  in  his  suppositions.  The 
debate  heretofore  haa  been  strictiy  confined  to 
the  questions  involved  in  the  resolutions,  and 
he  saw  no  reason  to  believe  tiiat  there  would 
be  a  departure  on  the  present  occasion.  Its 
decision  involved  none  of  the  regular  and  &ir 
ol^ections  that  might  be  urged  against  its  ad- 
mission. To  involve  them  in  the  discussion, 
would  be  unfair,  and  would  be  a  tacit  confes- 
sion, on  the  part  of  those  who  should  force 
snch  topics  into  the  discussion,  that  his  resola- 
tioa was  true,  and  oould  not  be  furly  met.  He 
could  not  believe  the  able  memt>ws,  who  he 
eipeoted  woold  be  opposed  to  the  resolution, 
woold  take  a  coarse  so  unworthy  of  them.  If 
they  believe  the  resolution  to  be  tnie,  he  ex- 
pected them  to  say  so,  and  to  vote  for  it ;  but 
if  not,  to  say  so,  and  to  assign  their  reason 
boldly  and  directly,  and  not  to  kill  it  by  aiga- 
ments  foreign  to  tiie  qaestion. 

In  conclusion,  he  expressed  his  regret  that 
his  colleague  shonld  think  proper  to  make  the 
motion  he  did,  and  would  assure  him  that, 
whatever  might  be  their  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  great  political  questions  of  the  day,  he 
would,  on  all  occasions,  abstain  Irom  making 
any  motion  to  embarrass  any  measure  which 
he  might  think  proper  to  introdooe. 

After  someftarQierremarlufrom  llr.  Fbbskht, 
the  questi(»i  was  taken  on  hU).  motitm  to  l^y 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  it  was  adopted— 

Teas.— Vessrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  BUck, 
Brown,  Clay  of  EentaiAy,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Cutiibul,  Davis,  Gnndy,  Hubbard,  tiag,  Kniebt, 
Lyon,  McEean,  If  errick,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell.  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Smith 
of  Indianit,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Web- 
ster, White,  Williams,  and  Wrl^t— 86.  . 

IfAva — Kessrs.  Galhoon,  Clay  of  Aiabanm,  Pul- 
ton, Lumpkin,  Boone,  Bobinson,  Sevier,  Walker,  and 
Tonng— fl. 

Bo  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


UcHTOAT,  January  15. 

Neutral  £elationt. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  the  pnuisiunent  of  cert^n  oimea  against 
the  United  States,  was  token  np. 
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Mr.  Buchanan  said :  The  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations  have  carefnUj  examined  the  act 
the  20th  AprjL  1818,  which  embodied  all 
the  former  laws  on  the  sabject  of  our  neotral 
relations,  and  have  found  that  it  la  well  ad^ted 
to  enforoe  the  obserrance  of  onr  daUea  tow- 
ards belUgereat  nalioDS.  They,  therefore,  do 
not  propose  to  make  any  material  change  in  its 
provisions.  Under  that  law,  the  citizens  of  tiie 
United  States  are  not  prohibited  &om  carrying 
on  any  trade  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  nations ; 
aor  is  it  the  purpose  of  this  bill  to  abridge  or 
intwfere  with  any  soch  lawful  trade.  The  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States  have  an  unquestion- 
able right  to  sell  arms  and  munitions  of  war  to 
the  citizens  or  subjects  of  belligerent  powers 
who  come  here  to  purchase  them,  without  any 
violation  of  onr  neutral  obligations.  After  this 
purchase  has  been  made,  the  buyer  must  get 
these  articles  to  the  place  of  their  destination  as 
well  as  be  can.  If  tb^  are  captured  beyond 
the  JnrisdicUon  oi  this  country,  by  the  forces 
orbbenemy, hesuBC^nstiielMs;  butthaten- 
emy  baa  no  right  to  ask  our  Govenunent  to 
wevent  sucb  sales.  Again :  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  may  carry  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  for  sale  to  one  belligerent  nation  with- 
out violating  the  neutrality  of  his  county  tow- 
ards the  other.  Such  a  trade  is  not  prohibited 
by  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  true  that  soch  ar- 
ticles, If  captured  by  the  enemy  on  their  pas- 
sage, will  be  forfeited  as  contraband  of  war ; 
but  this  is  the  only  penalty  imposed  on  such  a 
trade  by  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  a  question 
in  wbidi  tbe  Government  of  tlie  neatral  coun- 
try has  no  concern.  Our  policy  has  ever  been 
to  pnunote  the  greatest  fteedtnu  of  oixnmeroe 
oondstont  with-oor  neutral  oU^^lions.  As  re* 
sards  onr  trade  by  sea  with  all  fordgn  nations 
m  arms  and  monitions  of  war,  this  bill  makes 
no  change. 

We  have  three  neighbors  on  our  frontiers, 
Gsnada,  Texas,  and  Mexico ;  and  the  duties  of 
good  neighborhood  required  something  more 
from  us  in  relation  to  them  than  could  be  strict- 
ly demanded  under  the  law  of  nations.  In 
Europe,  reciprocal  treaties  l>etween  contermi- 
nous nations  generally  regulate  this  matter. 
In  order  to  preserve  peace  along  the  frontiers, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  such  regulations 
should  exist  It  is  agunst  all  reason  and  Jns- 
tloe,  that  in  case  of  a  sudden  o(nnmot»m  m  a 
ndj^boring  country  alraig  our  frontierB,  the 
oitizens  of  tlie  United  Statea  ahoold  be  permit- 
ted to  take  part  with  the  Insnrgents,  by  fur- 
nishing them  with  vessels,  arms,  ud  munitions 
ni  war,  for  the  express  purpose  oi  aiding  and 
aaristing  in  each  bostilitiiBS.  If  this  be  tolerat- 
ed, then  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  people  along 
the  borders  of  our  country  to  force  the  whole 
nation  into  a  war,  whenever  any  number  of 
dissatisfied  individuals  rise  against  the  estab- 
lished Government  of  a  neigbboring  State.  It 
is  our  duty  to  prevrat  our  citizens  from  aiding 
in  every  revolutionary  movement  against  a 
n^ghboring  Government.  To  prevent  and  to 


[25Ta  Goso- 

remedy  such  evils,  is  the  sole  object  of  the 
present  bill.  This  bill  infiicta  no  penalties 
whatever :  it  is  a  measure  of,  prevention,  not 
of  punishment.  The  first  section  provides  for 
the  seizure  of  any  vessel  belonging  to  a  oiti^i 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  arms  and  mn- 
nltimu  of  war  which  mi^  be  found  therran, 
which  is  about  to  pass  onr  frontier,  vrben  the 
drcumstanoes  of  tiie  ease  shall  render  it  proba- 
ble that  she  is  destined  to  be  employed  in  car- 
rying on  hostilities  agtunst  tlie  citizens,  snb- 
jects,  or  proi^^rty  of  a  conterminous  friendly 
State  or  Territory,  or  in  giving  aid  or  comfort 
to  the  persons  carrying  on  such  hostilities,  by 
conveymg  to  their  assistance  men,  arms,  or 
munitions  of  war.  The  vessel  and  the  arms 
thus  seized  are  to  be  restored  to  the  owner,  as 
soon  as  he  gives  security  that  they  shall  not  be 
employed  in  violating  the  provisions  of  the  bOL 
In  case  he  shall  not  give  such  secority,  they 
win  be  detained  until  the  Preddentordos  them 
to  be  restcffed*  It  wiU  strike  every  Senator  at 
once,  that  suidi  a  provision  Is  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  tranqoilnty  the  country  along  the 
lakes  and  rivers  which  ore  the  boondaries  of 
our  territory. 

The  second  section  makes  a  similar  pravisiai  • 
for  tbe  sf^ure  and  detentitm  of  arms  sdA  muni- 
tions of  war  belonging  to  a  citizen  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  when  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
render  it  probable  that  they  are  about  to  be 
carried  across  the  frontier  for  the  same  hostile 
purposes. 

Such  provisions  are  not  new  to  onr  law. 
The  10th  and  11th  sections  of  the  act  of  April, 
1818,  afford  a  precedent  for  the  first  two  sec- 
tions of  this  hiU.  The  owner  of  any  vend  de- 
scribed in  those  seetitms,  before  It  te  permitted 
to  leave  the  United  States,  is  obliged  to  gire 
security  that  it  shall  not  be  employed  in  carry- 
ing on  hostilities  against  a  frifflidly  x>ower. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  seen  a  letter  frtnn  Col 
McNabb,  commanding  a  portion  of  her  Britan- 
nic Mt^esty's  forces  in  Canada,  in  whi<di  be  not 
only  avows  that  the  ootrage  on  the  steamboai 
Caroline  was  committed  by  his  orders,  but  he 
l^lories  in  the  deed.  He  fancies  that  a  cs^tain 
m  the  royal  navy  has  acquired  fresh  lam^  by 
becoming  his  agent  in  conducting  this  cowardly 
attack  upon  our  nnanned  and  nnsnspectii^ 
dtizens.  If 'any  tiling  were  wanting  to  aggra- 
vate the  enormity  of  this  wanton  outrage  npoii 
pur  territory  and  jurisdiction,  it  would  m  fonnd 
•in  its  open  avowal  of  justification  by  a  British 
officer,  nigh  in  command.  The  British  Gov- 
ernment would  have  had  an  equal  right  to  send 
one  of  their  ships  of  war  into  the  Iiarbor  ci 
Boston  or  New  York,  to  capture  any  American 
vessel  at  anchor  there^  which  they  suspected 
of  hostile  intentions  agamst  their  country.  The 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
over  our  own  territory  has  been  grossly  violst- 
ed ;  and  if  any  thing  could  prevent  him  from 
doing  his  doty  in  regard  to  this  bill,  it  would  be 
the  indignant  feelings  which  had  been  enited 
in  his  bosom  by  a  penual  d  this  letter  of  CoL 
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MoNabb.  But  the  wrong  which  we  have  suf- 
fered ojaght  not  to  prevent  xa  from  doing  jns- 
Uce.  We  were  boood  to  perform  our  autiea 
towards  kll  nations ;  and  we  were  imperatively 
bound  to  demai^  of  the  BridA  Govemmmk  to 
hold  Colonel  UdNabb  to  a  strict  account  for  his 
ocmdoct. 

He  would  now  condndei  by  offering  three 
sections  as  a  snlutitnto  for  the  first  three  sec- 
tions of  the  bilL  The  purpose  was  to  render 
the  bill  more  specifio. 

Mr.  Rdoolss  hoped  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylTania  wonld  not  press  the  connderation  of 
his  amendment  at  the  present  time.  He  was  not 
now  prepared  to  say  what  effect  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  would  have  npon  the  condition  of 
things  oa  our  North-eastern  border.  It  is 
doabdess  in  the  recoUeotion  of  the  committee, 
that  a  la^  portion  of  the  territory  Maine  is 
now,  and  has  been  fw  a  nomber  of  years,  in 
the  poasesnon  of  Great  Briton.  If  troops  or 
arms  should  be  transported  Into  that  part 
of  the  territory  of  Maine  by  the  Government 
<Mf  that  State,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  posses- 
don  of  and  defending  it,  wonld  it  be  a  violation 
of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  Justify  the 
Prraident  in  ordering  their  apprehension  and 
seizure  ?  If  this  Government  does  not  protect 
her  jorisdictionol  rights,  he  tmsted  she  would 
be  left  at  liberty  to  defend  her  own  soil.  He 
said  it  was  understood  that  despatches  had 
been  recently  received  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, or  are  soon  expected.  They  might 
perhi^  oontobi  something  from  that  Govern- 
ment relating  to  the  nlgect  of  the  boundary. 
If  satisfiactory,  very  well.  If  the  matter  is  1^ 
where  it  has  been  for  the  last  eight  or  ton 
yearci)  it  will  be  time  to  consider  whether  our 
rdations  with  that  Government  require  the 
passage  d(  this  hill,  or  what  modifications  it 
ought  to  receive. 

Mr.  BnoHAHAN  said:  The  amendment  he 
had  proposed  to  this  bill  did  not  vary  its  sev- 
eral principles  in  any  respect ;  but  it  confined 
their  operation,  in  express  terms,  to  the  foreign 
States  and  colonies  conterminous  with  the 
United  States.  The  committee  thought  that 
the  bill  required  this  amendment ;  otherwise  it 
might  poaadbly  intorfore  with  the  geowd  lair 
which  regulated  oar  trade  with  foreign  nations. 
If  the  Sautor  Qti.  RuoeLBs)  had  any  amend- 
ment  to  offer  in  refer«iee  to  Maine,  it  wonld  be 
as  well  to  consider  it  now  as  at  any  other  time. 
The  committee  had  charged  him  with  the  duty 
of  bringing  forward  this  bill  at  the  earliest 

Eeriod,  and  it  was  his  fault,  perhaps,  that  it 
ad  been  delayed  till  the  abolition  question  was 
determined. 

Mr.  RuaoLEs  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
by  that  Senator,  nor  by  the  Senate,  as  having 
any  disposition  to  throw  unreasonable  embar- 
rassments in  the  way  of  the  progress  of  the 
bill.  He  allnded  to  the  information  we  have 
reort  ved  tUs  mramin^  that  the  groaa  and  fla- 
grant ontrage  on  the  inagara  frontier,  Qib  re- 
ftmd  to  toB  attBok  upon,  and  deataution  of 
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the  Oaroline,)  was  avowed  by  the  oranmanding 
officer  in  that  vicinity,  as  having  been  commit- 
ted by  bis  direction. 

Mr.  BvcoAVAS  eonddered  that  it  would  be 
very  nnfortunate  if  the  ^estion  of  tbe  Maine 
boundary  should  be  mixed  up  with  the  matters 
contunedin  this  bilL  At  pr^ent,  he  under- 
stood from  high  authc^ty,  that  an  answer 
was  daily  expected  at  the  D^artment  of  State, 
from  the  British  Government  to  the  last  prop- 
oedtion  made  by  this  Government.  The  nego- 
tiation was  about  to  dose ;  and,  at  this  mo- 
ment, to  t^e  the  question  out  of  the  hand*  of 
the  Executive,  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  ex- 
ceedingly ill-timed. 

The  amendment  did  no  more  than  to  define, 
with  greater  predenoD,  the  objects  to  wUehitiie 
bill  was  intended  to  apply. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  made  tiie  orda  of  the  day  for  to-nmnnr. 

HOnSX  07  BSFBXSBNTATIVJEBL 

Tdudat,  January  18. 

Miariu^ppi  Eleetion. 

Mr.  Bnosnwa^  moved  the  following  resohh 
tions; 

Ratolvei,  That  B.  S.  Frsntiss  and  ThoDiM  J.  Word 
ire  not  members  of  the  S5th  Goi^gnn,  and  are  not 
entitled  to  seats  in  this  House. 

Mr.  WisB  moved  the  preliminary  moticm  that 
the  gentlemen  referred  to  have  mve  to  appear 
witbin  the  bar  of  the  Hoiiae, 

Mr.  Bnx  referred  to  tJie  case  ti  Anudd  of 
Tamflsaee,  and  proposed  to  amend  the  resola- 
tion  BO  aa  to  make  it  conform  to  the  preeedoit 
estaUiahed  in  tiiat  ease,  as  fi^wa : 

RnoliMd^  That  8L  B.  FtentiBS  and  Thomas  3. 
Word  have  leave  to  occupy  seats  wittiin  the  bar  of 
this  House  pending  the  discuaaloQ  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  ElecUons  upon  thdr  application ; 
aad  that  they-have  leave  to  ^eak  to  ^  merits  of 
thdr  appIicaUon,  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
thereon. 

Mr.  WuB  aooepted  the  modification,  and  the 

resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  Spbakkb  then  directed  the  officers  of 
the  House  to  provide  seats  for  Messrs.  Prentiss 
and  Word,  and  informed  them  tiiat  they  were 
at  liberty  to  address  the  House  in  relation  to 
their  ^plication. 

Mr.  HowABD  renewed  his  application  to  pre- 
sent a  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  Clubobni,  one 
of  the  Nttiog  members,  who  was  confined  to 
his  bed  from  illness,  which  was  read  as  followa : 

[bITEjSCT.] 
Mr.  daibonie't  Argtanent 
X  severe  lUneaa,  vhich  con&ies  me  to  my  room, 
irill  prevent  my  taking  part,  peraonally,  in  the  di»- 
cussiou  of  the  qneettons  b  whidi  I  am  interested, 
growbg  out  of  the  recent  elecUons  in  the  State  of 
Uississti^i.  I  feel  It  to  be  proper  and  necesssry, 
tiierflfere,  to  commanksie,  In  vriting,  tiMiaa  vlem 
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wUeh,  were  I  sUe,  I  ihould,  at  a  Atdog  time,  expreas 
en  the  floor  of  the  Hoose  of  EepreeentatiTeB.  Thifl 
oootM  seems  to  be  the  more  requisite,  inaemucb  u 
my  ooUeague,  who  faaa  a  joint  intoest  with  me  in  the 
niUeot,  is  also  confined  to  his  room  hj  indifiposltion. 

1  am  ftilly  aware  of  the  kindness  and  alnlit;  of  the 
friends  who,  in  mj  absence,  will  maintain  my  ri^ts ; 
md  perhaps  I  may  only  wealcen  the  effect  of  their 
ozertioDfl  in  my  behalf,  by  what  I  may  now  say.  I 
believe,  too,  tltat  no  unfair  advantage  at  my  absence 
would  be  taken  by  any  one  member  of  the  House. 
Bat  it  is  right  that  ue  views  entertained  by  me 
riwnld  be  eipwsed,  in  jostice  to  myself,  so  that, 
whaterer  may  be  the  result,  there  may  remain  some 
eridenoe  that  I  supported,  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
what  I  conoeive  to  bo  the  cause  of  those  whose  votes 
sntftled  me  to  a  seat  upon  the  floor ;  and  that  there 
may  be  no  ground  for  saying  hereafter,  that,  from 
overwceoLue  confidence,  or  carelessness,  or  doubt,  I 
did  not  avau  myself  of  the  best  opportunity  of  doing 
■0  that  cireumstancea  affbrded.  I  am  flilly  per- 
■oaded,  too,  that  the  gentlemen  who  dalm  the  seats 
of  my  colleague  and  myself,  would  themselves  prefer 
that  we  should  adopt  this  mode  <^  presenting  our 
views  to  the  House ;  so  that  their  success,  were  they 
to  suooeod  even,  might  not,  in  any  dep«e,  be  at- 
tribotable  to  our  absence  or  our  silence. 

At  tb«  qMBcial  session  in  September  last,  the  House, 
•Iter  AdI  lavestigatioD,  decided  that  my  coDeogue  and 
myself  were  entitled  to  our  seats  for  the  entin  term 
of  the  26th  Congress.  The  question  then  settled  was 
one  of  law,  ariiung  ont  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  laws  of  the  State  of  UississipiH. 
The  only  facts  involved  were  the  prodomation  of  the 
Oovcnior  of  that  State,  and  the  consequent  election, 
by  a  miyority  of  votes,  of  my  colleague  and  myself; 
facts  wludi  no  one  then  or  since  has  pretended  to 
deny,  and  the  evidence  of  which  was  beum  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  and  afterwards  liefore  the  House. 
Although  we  were  the  only  petsons  claiming  seats  as 
members  elect  fhnn  IQs^i^ppi,  the  deduon  made 
in  our  case  cannot  be  termed  an  ex  parte  one.  An 
em  parte  decasion  is  one  in  which  the  facts  on  one  nde 
wjm  e^ilbited;  or,  all thQ  facte  bdwezUUted, 
tiw  aigmnent  tm  one  doe  mtly  is  heard,  la  the  case 
of  my  colleague  and  myself^  our  lig^  to  qoalif^  was 
denied  and  put  in  issue,  when  we  preseated  ourselves 
for  that  purpose,  before  the  House  was  organized. 
The  affirmative  and  negative  of  the  propoution  were 
distinctly  made  out,  and  their  reactive  supporters 
in  the  House  were  arrayed  against  each  other.  My 
colleague  and  mysdf  were,  in  fact,  placed,  by  the 
eoorse  tiiat  was  pursued,  upon  the  defentive ;  and  in 
the  prolonged  debate  to  whiiA  tbe  sutgect  gave  rise, 
the  talent,  industry,  perseverance,  and  warmth  mani- 
fested on  both  sides,  lett  nothing  unsaid  which,  by 
way  of  argument  or  illustration,  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  questions  involved  in  the  discussion. 
Ndtber  for  want  of  facts  nor  of  argument,  therefore, 
can  the  dadalon  of  the  Bouse,  in  SeptanuMr  last,.in 
Oe  natter  ftfOe  Uieriarind  electira.  be  called  an  ex 
part*  one ;  hot  it  most  be  etmsldered  ss  a  gnve  and 
nlemn  at^jn^cation  delibentely  made  by  this  ennpe- 
tent  and  only  authority. 

The  question  that  now  presents  itself  is,  Siall  tbe 
decintm  thus  made,  be  reviewed,  to  tbe  end  that  it 
may  be  reversed ;  because,  differing  in  opinion  itcxa 
a  ou^ority  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Qov- 
emat  of  Hisrisdp^  pnrsuliK  the  literal  tenor  of  a 
law  of  that  State,  haa  ordered  anew  election  to  fill  a 
•opposed  vacancy  in  its  repreoentation.  aftar  the 
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House  of  Bepresentatives,  the  only  constitutional 
judge  in  the  matter,  had  determined  that  no  sudi  va- 
cancy existed  f  Had  the  new  election  not  been  order- 
ed, or  hod  the  present  claimants  not  appeared,  it  is  not 
for  a  moment  to  be  aniqpoe^  that  the  House  of  Bep- 
resAitatives,  of  its  own  motion,  would  hare  rerened 
its  decision  in  favor  of  my  colleague  and  myself^  at 
this  or  at  any  otiier  time.  Is  thf^  any  tiling  in  tbe 
facta  whidi  requires  it  to  do  so  now?  Has  any  new 
fact  necessary  to  a  correct  dedstm  tieen  bronsbt  to 
light,  whidbi  was  not  before  the  Committee  <n  Elec- 
tions and  the  House  in  September  htst  1 

I  have  heard  it  sunested  that,  in  September,  the 
credentials  of  my  ool^gue  and  myself  were  not  be- 
fore the  committee.  Now,  it  is  well  known  that  tbe 
credentials  of  a  member  elect  sre  rardy,  if  ever,  de- 
manded, when  he  presents  himself  to  qualify ;  and 
that,  perhaps,  not  one-half  of  the  memben  have  ttidr 
credentials  in  their  possesion.  All  that  is  neceasaiy 
is  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  election  <rf'  the  individ- 
oaL  !nie  law  pdnte  out  no  jNutiealar  mode  in 
wfaldi  this  Is  to  be  c^ven.  Hie  Honse,  wUdi,  by  the 
constitution,  Is  "  the  judge  i^  the  elsetiMia,  mtenui, 
and  qvalifications,  oS  its  own  memben,"  Is  ttw  jad^ 
necessarily,  of  the  evidence  of  their  dection,  or,  m 
other  words,  their  credentude ;  and  cases  have  oc- 
curred in  which  the  House,  not  satisfied  with  the 
evidence  of  election  presented,  has  token  testimoi^ 
to  show  that  the  puiy  presenting  it  baa  lecriied 
ill^sl  votes;  and  therefore,  althou^  bidding  Oe 
ordinary  credentials,  was  not  entitied  to  liis  seaL 
'  The  credentials  of  tiie  ordinary  form  are,  therefore, 
of  themselves,  of  no  Innding  authority ;  and  if  tbe 
exhibition  of  them  would  not  estop  an  examhmtion 
into  our  titie  to  our  seats,  the  want  of  them,  if  the 
House  were  s^isfied  of  our  election  by  other  means; 
could  not  defeat  oar  title:  this  is  evident  The 
evidence  of  our  ri^t  to  our  seata,  preseided  in  Sq»- 
tember  last,  was  a  statement  from  tbe  Secretary  of 
State  of  Hissismppi,  under  the  great  seal  of  office,  of 
tbe  votes  cast  in  tiie  then  recent  (July)  election.  Tbe 
ordinary  certificate  of  election,  or  credentials,  were 
forwarded  to  my  colleague,  but  never  received  by 
him.  Those  sent  tome  woe  received;  but,  per- 
oeiring  that  they  contained  the  limitation  of  tbe  term 
of  service  mentioned  in  the  Governor's  writ  to  bold 
the  election,  we  applied  for,  and  obtained,  tbe  state- 
ment from  tiie  Seaetary  of  State  to  be  nsied  in  then- 
stead.  All  this  was  distinctiy  stated  by  ns  to  tbe 
Committee  of  Elections  in  September  last  Now  the 
only  matter  wUdi  appeared  in  tbe  credentials,  be- 
ddes  the  election  of  my  colleague  and  mysdf,  was, 
that  we  were  elected  for  tbe  owdal  seswrn  only. 
This  is  all  that  is  pretended.  Had  this  Sppeated  in 
the  credentials  only — bad  we,  by  not  presenting  tbe 
credentials,  withheld  tbe  only  evidence  <^  this  mat- 
ter, there  would  be  some  ground  for  tbe  Buggeatian 
now  made,  that  the  credentials,  not  having  been  be- 
fore the  committee  or  the  Honse,  all  tbe  facts  wese 
not  presented ;  and  tiiat  the  case,  at  tbis  time,  riwdd 
be  reopened  to  let  in  a  new  net.  But  b  tttsso! 
Why,  what  was  the  question  that  so  long  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  House  in  September  f  IMd  it  not 
grow  out  of  the  very  fact,  now  pretended  to  be  a 
new  one,  that  the  Governor's  writ  was  for  an  dection 
for  tbe  qwdolsesdon  only?  Was  not  tite  only  qucs- 
tion  before  the  House,  tbe  question  wbetiicr  we  woe 
elected  for  the  qwdal  sesdon,  or  fcr  ttie  whole  tena 
of  the  Ctmgress?  And  Is  it  not  strange  that  it 
should  be  contended  now,  tiiat  the  House  was  wiA- 
oot  evidenoe  <tf  the  iac^  tbe  exiateBoe  of  wideh— tiw 
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nnoontrOTerted  tnth  of  vfaich — yrta  the  sole  canse 
of  an  the  protncted  and  excit«d  debate  to  wU«di  the 
inniarippi  election  of  irAj  nve  rue?  The  ftct 
that  we  received  a  mqority  of  the  votee  then  cast, 
ires  tmdenlable.  The  fabt  that  thoae  votea  were  given 
at  an  election  held  under  a  writ  ordering  one  for  a 
less  period  than  the  entire  Congress,  was  also  nnde- 
ntable ;  and  out  of  this  fact  grew  the  only  diacuanon 
that  to^  plaoe. 

It  has  also  been  anggeatcd  that  the  official  proc- 
lamation <^  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Hisriauppi, 
Miiymlng  up  the  whole  number  of  votes  given,  was 
not  presented  by  my  coHeague  or  myself  to  the  com- 
mittee in  Septembo-  last  Such  proclamaUon  was 
never  given  to  ns ;  but  if  It  had  been,  and  we  had 
presented  it,  It  woald  have  only  amounted  to  proof, 
in  a  different  fbrm,  of  that  of  which  other  prom  had 
already  satisfied  the  comndttee,  and  which  waa  not 
then,  nor  has  tt  since  been,  denied — oar  election  by 
a  mumity  of  the  votes  east  under  a  writ  ordering  an 
election  for  a  leas  period  than  the  iriiole  term  or  the 
Twenty-fifth  Congress. 

I  have  thus  shown  tiiat  ^ere  were  no  facts  exist- 
ing at  the  time  the  House  decided  the  rights  of  my 
eoUeagne  and  mysetf  to  our  seats,  which  were  not 
then  known  to  the  Honso;  and  that  the  matter  now 
snggested  as  new,  so  far  from  beii^  bo,  is  the  very 
matter  that  gave  rise  to  the  discnssions  of  Septem- 
ber. The  fact  is  independent  of  the  form  in  which 
it  is  presented :  and,  whether  the  House  was  in- 
formed that  the  election  at  wliich  we  were  dioeen 
repnaBBtadvea  waaheldforadiorterterm  than  the 
whole  Congress,  by  the  production  of  the  Gorom- 
or'a  writ,  £e  procumation  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
the  ezhibiUon  of  credentials  in  the  ordinary  form, 
or  nnlversal  admissioa  ot  the  &ct,  ia  *""mwti>riw1.  if 
the  Ho'use  was  in  the  posaesalon  w  the  ftct  whaa  It 
came  to  its  decision. 

JOHN  F.  H.  CLAIBOBNE. 

January  IS,  183S. 
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TvESDAT,  Jannary  16. 
Vermont  Anti-SSmery  Seaolutimu. 

Mr.  Swm  aald  he  bad  ^ven  notioe  of  his 
intention  at  a  fiitare  day  to  present  tiie  report 
and  rewdntions  of  the  State  of  YermoDt,  wbidi 
had  been  offered  on  a  former  occadon,  but 
withdrawn.  Bis  intention  tras  not  to  bring 
them  before  the  Senate  nntil  the  discnsston  on 
the  resolutions  introduced  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  CALBomf)  had  been  finish- 
ed. As  that  discussion  vas  presumed  to  be 
terminated,  he  would  now  introduce  them.  He 
would  offer  no  other  apology  for  presenting 
them  now,  than  the  duty  be  owed  to  his  State. 
The  resolutions  spoke  fbr  themselves ;  nor  did 
Vermont  require  him  to  vindicate  them  on  that 
floor.  He  expressed  bis  regret,  however,  that 
ihey  should  have  been  so  nwrshlj  asaafled  as 
they  had  been.  Not  only  the  sentiments  con- 
tained in  them,  but  the  motives  of  those  who 
adopted  them,  had  been  sttt;Jects  of  uj^Just  cen- 
sure and  reproach.  What  principles  were  as- 
■arted  that  should  call  forth  the  invectiTea  that 
had  Uilm  from  gentlemen  on  the  oppodte  ade 


of  the  House  !  It  was  contended  that  OongreiB 
had  the  power,  and  it  was  respectfully  asked  to 
exercise  that  power,  in  abolishing  fil&Teiy  in 
the  District  of  Oolumbia,  over  which  it  was 
presumed  to  have  exclusive  control.  Could 
any  just  exception  be  taken  to  that  f  Nothing 
has  been  hinted  by  the  Legislature  of  Vermont, 
that  Congress  ought  to  interfere  with  slavery 
in  the  States.  Such  an  opinion  was  nowhere 
breathed  in  the  document  before  them.  One 
of  the  resolutions  in  qaestion  bod  not  passed 
the  Legislature,  but  received  the  sanction  of 
the  popalar  branch  only,  that  might  have  as- 
serted doctrines  ofiendve  to  the  South.  It  was 
not  Vermont  only  that  was  opposed  to  the  ex- 
tension of  dBverVf  but  it  was  the  general  fad- 
ing throngbont  the  Northern  States.  The  an- 
nexation of  Texas,  which  was  looked  to  hj  the 
South  to  give  it  preponderance  over  the  Nortli, 
was  presumed  by  many  to  involve  principles  of 
high  national  importance. 

Mr.  pjtESTON  presmned  the  document  would 
not  have  been  presented,  unless  nnder  author- 
ity of  command,  in  obedience  to  higher  powers, 
where  the  servant  could  exercise  no  discretion. 
Coming  from  a  sovereign  St-ate,  we  were,  be 
presumed,  bound  to  treat  it  with  respect  and 
deference.  Vermont  certunly  had  the  right 
to  come  here,  and  her  memorials  were  entitled 
to  reception  and  conrideration.  But  the  4ue»> 
tion  was  whether  we  were  to  respect  Aat  Gov- 
emment  more  than  tAi*  Govenunent.  Beqpecfc 
waa  certainly  mutual  and  oo-relative.  He  was 
disposed  to  speak  with  great  forbearance  on  the 
subject  Here  was  a  report  wantonly  present- 
ed, characterized  by  language  which,  if  used 
by  any  individual  or  Senator  of  this  body, 
would  be  rejected  with  disdain.  In  it  the 
South  is  charged  with  immorality  and  irre- 
ligion ;  and  when,  with  becoming  dignity,  we 
repel  the  charge,  we  are  "  unconrteoos  "  and 
"  offllBUMve  "  in  our  language.  Yes,  at  the  very 
moment  of  presenting  to  this  body  a  document, 
in  language  so  justly  characterized  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Alabama  as  false,  scandalous,  and  li- 
bellous— at  the  very  moment  of  presenting  a 
document  deliberately  eonoocted  oy  order  ci 
the  Vermcmt  L^slatnre,  the  member  present* 
ing  it  complains  of  die  in^ooant  retort  of  Uiosa 
whose  feelings  are  outraged  and  iosulted  by  it. 
While  we  are  stigmatized  as  debauched,  sen- 
sual, immoral,  sinfol,  God-offending  creatures, 
and  when  we  speak  of  fanatics  and  incendi.iries, 
we  are  rebuked  and  chidden.  Was  this  fair  ? 
was  it  proper  ?  So  long  and  bo  tamely  had  tho 
South  borne  lUl  this,  that  when  a  proper  r^y 
was  made,  she  was  greeted  as  the  assailant; 
and  if  she  bore  it  much  longer,  Mr.  P.  would 
a^cree  that  she  was  all  she  had  been  represent- 
or. Pnairriss  wss  not  prepared  to  say  there 
was  quite  as  mnch  fbrror  in  the  X^egislature  of 
Vermont  as  waa  expressed  in  the  resolutims. 
As  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  had  been  oare* 
fol  to  make  no  improper  or  exciting  remarks; 
he  had  not  <mly  a  nigb  respect  for  the  peo^ 
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(tftheSonth;  but  respect  their  feeUngs  hi  rela- 
tion to  these  qoestioDs.  Hr.  P.,  however,  did 
not  like  to  hear  the  people  of  Vennont  branded 
as  fiuiatlcs  and  incendiaries,  becaase  they  chose 
to  assert  the  constitntional  power  of  Coneress 
to  abolish  slaverj  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that,  as  a  Btates  rights 
man,  in  the .  strongest  sense,  he  believed  that 
the  State  of  Vennont  had  a  right  to  come  there 
and  be  heard.  Upon  the  best  reflection  he 
ooold  give  to  the  subject,  he  conid  not  rote 
for  reacting  the  resolntions,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  conudered  the  language  to  be  so  ex- 
eeptitaiable  that  he  could  not  vote  for  receiving 
them.  It  was  owing  to,  and  fbreeeong  this 
dUBonltjr,  that  he  bad  introdooed  the  senea  of 
rwolntlona,  on  tiie  same  aalijeot,  which  had 
been  so  recently  discussed  and  disposed  o^  and 
thongh  he  made  no  complaiot,  he  profoundly 
regretted  that  he  had  been  disappointed  in  get- 
ting a  direct  vote  on  one  important  principle 
Involved.  Situated  as  he  woa,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  South,  which  was  ao  vilely  ca- 
Inmniated  in  these  resolutions,  he  could  not 
Tote  for  receiving  them. 

Hr.  BoANE  olMerved  that  these  resolutions 
came  here  with  instructions  to  the  Senators 
from  Vermont  to  use  their  influence  to  carry 
out  the  otijects  for  which  they  were  passed. 
They  were  equally  bound,  he  oontinaed,  to 
press  tiiem  forward  and  get  them  seted  on  in 
that  body.  He  entertained  no  doubt  that  there- 
were  assertions  contained  in  ihese  resolutions 
that  he,  as  an  individual  Senator,  could  not 
allow  to  be  true.  On  the  other  hand,  as  they 
came  from  tt  sovereign  State,  he  could  not  say 
that  he  would  not  receive  them.  '  He  intended, 
tbwefore,  to  stand  neuter ;  and  when  these  res- 
olutions should  be  received,  as  no  doubt  they 
would  be  by  the  votes  of  the  members  from  the 
non-slaveholding  States,  and  referred,  he  trust- 
ed that  they  would  be  referred  to  a  committee 
from  those  States.  From  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee BO  constituted,  at  least  one  advanta^ 
would  be  gained:  we  shall  understand  their 
true  portion  in  regard  to  tiiia  matter. 

Kr.  Btbasub  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the 
miestion  of  tiie  reception  of  the  resolutions  on 
we  table — yeas  12,  nays  26. 

The  Ohaib  then  said  that  the  resolutions 
were  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Swift  moved  that  they  be  laid  on  the 
table  and  printed. 

•  Mr.  Clat  of  Alabama,  said  thot  if  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  printing,  he  hoped  that  it 
would  be  divided,  and  taken  on  printing  the 
resolutions  and  accompanying  report  separate- 
ly.  He  wished  to  know  distinctiy  whether  the 
Senate  would  lend  its  aid  to  the  publication  of 
such  a  doctunent  as  the  latter. 

Mr.  Swtn  then  varied  his  motlai,  so  as  to 
liqr  all  tiie  ptqiers  on  the  table,  which  was 
apeedto. 


[26th  Coma. 
HOUaS  OF  KKFBBBKNTATIVES. 

'Wbdhebdat,  Jaunarj  17. 

Mmktippi  Sleetion. 

The  Hoose  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Mississippi  election  ease,  the  questions  pending 
being  as  follows : 

Mr.  BBOHBOHmoved  thefollowingresolntion : 

Resolved,  That  Keasn.  S.  &  Prentiss  and  T.  J. 
Word  are  not  members  of  the  86th  Congress,  and 
are  not  entitled  to  tbur  seats  in  the  House  as  such. 

The  que^ion  pending  being  on  the  motion  erf 
Mr.  Bbll,  who  on  yestenU^  moved  to  asaeoA 
by  striking;  out  all  after  the  word  "Jhssfcsd;^ 
and  inserting  as  follows: 

"  That  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  3d  oi 
October  last,  declaring  that  Samuel  J.  Gholsos  and 
JoBD  F.  H.  Claibormb  were  duly  dected  members 
of  the  SAth  Congress,  was  ^leed  to  without  k  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  facts  which  were  material  to  a  cor- 
rect decision  of  the  question  presented,  and  the  suae 
is  hereby  reednded.** 

Hetotved  further,  That  Keasrs.  FientiBS  and  Word 
were  duly  elected  members  of  the  2Sth  Congress,  from 
the  State  of  Hismssippi,  in  Koveaiba:  la^  and  an 
entlded  to  take  their  seats  as  exxdL 

Hr.  pBDmsB  addressed  tiie  House  at  Itnffih 
agwnattiie flitting  members;  and,  without  ooa- 
dndlng,  gave  way  to  lb.  Ohambto. 


■    IN  SKNATE. 

Thcbsdat,  January  18. 

ITeutral  SdoHeiu. 

The  bni  to  amend  the  act  in  addifion  to  the 
act  for  the  punishment  of  cert^  crimes  against 
the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therdn 
mentioned,  approved  the  20th  of  April,  1818^ 
was  read  uiie  third  time  and  passed. 


■BOTJ8E  OF  REPREBEHTATIVX8. 

Fkidat,  January  19. 

Canada  Affii^ 

Mr.  FnxHORE  asked  the  consent  ot  the  House 
to  submit  tiie  following  resolution : 

Reaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  in- 
terests, to  communicate  to  this  House  any  infimna- 
tion  possessed  by  him,  respecting  the  capture  aad 
destruction  of  the  steamboat  OaroUne  at  Bchloasu; 
during  the  night  OC  the  SMt  of  December  last,  and 
the  murder  of  citixens  of  the  United  States  on  board, 
and  all  .the  particulars  thereof  not  heretofore  com- 
municated. And  eqieciall;  to  inform  the  House 
whetiier  sud  cf^iture  was  authorized,  commanded,  or 
sanctioned,  or  has  been  avowed  by  the  British  aa- 
tboritie8  0ro81cns,oranyof  them.  And,  also,  what 
steps  have  beat  taken  by  him  to  obtain  BatwJactioB 
from  the  Oovermnent  of  tireat  Britahi  on  seooniit  of 
aM  ontrages.  And  to  eommnnfcate  to  the  Hoobb 
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any  correqxmdenoe  relatiTeflwrMcLiriiidi  h»  puaed 
■betireen  tlie  aoremmeiit  of  the  TTnlted  8tai«  and 
Gnat  Britain,  or  nay  of  the  pofalio  cnthorittes  of 
dther.  ■ 


IIT  SENATE. 

Fbidat,  JauoATj  19. 

The  btU  for  the  relief  of  the  execntrix  of  the 
Ute  Richard  W,.  Meade  came  up. 

ICr.  HuBBAxb  moved  to  recommit  the  hill, 
with  instmotions  to  amend  it,  by  atriking  out  the 
second  seoUon,  and  snbstitnting  that  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  Oonnectiout,  Qtr,  Knaa.) 
Beieoted— yeas  17,  nays  24. 

The  qnestion  then  recurring  on  the  paaaage 
of  tiie  bul— it  was  carried  by 

Tub. — Hevm.  Allen,  Bayard,  BUck,  Brown,  Ba- 
chanan,  C^y  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert, 
Fulton,  Kii^,  Kni^dit,  HcEean,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Norrelt,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Southard,  Spence, 
Swift,  Talhnadge,  and  Walker— 28. 

Nats. — Measrs.  Calhoun,  Clay*  of  Alabama,  Clay- 
ton, Davis,  Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Moiris,  Pierce,  Rob- 
Una^  Robiii8on,8midi  of  ,Goimecticat,  Strange,  Tip- 
ton, WiUiama,  wri^  and  Toung— 18. 


UoHDAT,  January  22. 

The  Yioi  TBtanaart  ocxnmnnleated  a  lettw 
tnm  tiitf  Hon.  Johit  Buck,  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Ulsdaaippi,  raaigning  bis  eeat  In  Uie 
Senate  ot  ihia  Unitra  Stiutos;  which  was  read. 

AnU-SUnerjfy  and  Anti-Texat  Annexation  PeUr 

■  tiom. 

l£x.  M oKeas  presented  the  memorial  of  4,767 
women  of  Philadelphia,  praying  Congress  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Oolnmbia,  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  to  suppress 
the  slave-trade  between  the  different  States,  also 
a  memorial  of  ninety-e^t  women  of  Chester 
ooonty,  Pennqylvania,  of  rimUar  import  Also 
a  memorial  from  Bobert  UcAIiater  and  others, 
pn^ng  Congress  to  alx^sh  alaTny  Immediate- 
ly in  the  District  Oolnmbia. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Stbahqb,  the  qiiestion  as 
to  the  reception  of  t3ie  above  petitl<Bis  was  laid 
on  the  table. 


HOUSE  OF  BEFRESEirrATITES. 
ToESDAT,  January  2^ 
SmisOile  Indium. 

"iix.  OAUBBBUira  reported  a  bill,  making  a 
narUal  q)propriatiou  for  the  aoppreraiott  of  In- 
dian hostiliHes  for  the  year  18S8,  and  sent  to 
the  Clerk's  table,  to  be  read,  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  another  btaa.  t^e  acting 
Quartermaster  G^eral,  setting  tas^  the  abso- 
lute necessity  for  an  immediate  appropri^on. 

Mr  0.  then  e^luned  that  he  luid  been  nnau- 
imonsly  instrooted  by  the  Otnunittee  of  Way  s 


and  Means  to  report  this  UU  ct  one  million  of 
doUun,  the  amount  reqiUred  for  the  year  bdi^ 
$2,480,000. '  When  that  bill  should  come  np^ 
tiiere  would,  undoubtedly,  be  a  general  debate; 
but  in  order  that  the  operations  of  the  War  Do* 
partraent  might  not  be  stopped,  and  that  the 
necessary  payments  might  be  made,  the  commit- 
tee had  direoted^im  to  report  this  bill,  and  ask 
the  House,  when  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  ibe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to 
go  at  onoe  into  committee  upon  it 

Ur.  DowNisa  expressed  nis  hope  that  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  fi<om  New  York  would 
prevail,  for  it  was  indispwisable  that  this  bill 
should  bepassed  without dehqr.  Two  thousand 
of  the  ilorida  militia  have  been  disbanded 
without  having  been  paid.  If  t^is  course  is 
followed  upj  and  moneys  are  not  appropriated, 
tlie  result  will  be.that  the  people  in  uiat  section 
of  connt^  wUl  lose  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  will  not  be  in  its  power  hereafter 
to  enlist  men  into  the  service.  It  was  his  opin" 
ion  that  this  war  wonid  be  brought  to  a  speedy 
termination,  if  the  means  were  put  in  the  bands 
of  the  Government  for  carrying  it  on;  and 
gentlemen  need  not  be  apprehennve  of  its  pro- 
longation. 

The  bill  having  been  committed — the  House 
went  Into  Conmiittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  ConnoB 
in  the  duur,  and  proceeded  toitsoonsideratjon. 

Mr.  Wisa  inqmred  If  Uiis  bill  did  not  also 
etmtain  ai^n^mations  for  otber  branches  of 
the  bidiaiL  service. 

Mr*CAUBBKUKa  said  this  bill  was  for  appivH 
prtatl(Hui  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  horali- 
ties  generally. 

Mr.  Wise  said  this  bill  was  precisely  of  tbe 
character  which  he  expected,  before  the  Hoose 
went  into  committee.  Instead  of  its  being  a 
mere  partial  appropriation  bill  for  the  immwi- 
ate  exigencies  of  the  service  in  Florida,  it  was 
a  general  appropriation  bill  for  the  expenditures 
in  the  Indian  service.  It  was  in  this  w^  that 
appropriations  were  extracted  from  this  House, 
like  teeth,  without  the  proper  investigation 
aad  inquiiy.  The  officers  of  Government 
Wfuted  nn^  sppropriatious  were  immediately 
wanted,  and  then  they  called  np(m  the  Hoose  to 
pass  them,  without  hivestigation,  without  in- 

aoiry,  and  without  discussion.  In  this  manner 
lat  nine-tenths,  if  not  all  of  the  eight,  nine,  or 
ten  millions  of  dollars  which  had  been  appropri- 
ated for  this  fatal,  disastrous,  disgraoefbl  B«ani- 
nole  campugn,  had  been  obtained.  We  have 
been  told  by  the  delegate  irom  Florida  that  the 
troops  had  been  discharged  without  being  paid; 
and  the  chairman  of  the  conunittee  tells  us  this 
money  is  wantinf^  without  examination  and 
without  debate.  Was  this  the  way  appropria- 
tions were  to  be  made?  Would  any  corpora- 
tion or  company  take  thirty  miliious  of  dollars 
to  pay  tlie  ezpenditurea  of  this  ^sgraoefhl  Vi- 
dian war.  He^  for  one^  would  take  thereapfmi- 
sibility  of  saying  and  acting  out  what  he  said, 
tiiat  be  womd  not  q>propriate  another  dollar 
fi»  this  purpose^  tmtal-^  had  Bomeinfi»matiau 
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tt  to  tbe  manner  in  which  former  appropria- 
tions hnd  been  expendetV,  afld  nntil  he  had  cor- 
rect data  as  to  the  som  now  needed.  He 
wished  to  know  bow  much  had  been  expended 
for  steamboats  which  had  performed  no  service 
to  tbe  Government,  and  the  amounts  paid  to 
heartless  contractors,  who  rendered  no  equiva- 
lent for  tbe  money  paid  them.  He  wished  in- 
fbitnation,  too,  in  relation  to  the  perfidy  which 
had  been  practised  t>y  the  oflBoers  of  the  army 
towards  tuese  Indiuia,  wlUi  all  other  neoes- 
aary  informaticHi,  before  he  was  prepared  to  vote 
for  any  other  and  further  ^>pro{»utJ<His;  as  he 
believed  the  greatest  outrages  liad  heea  commit- 
ted upon  them,  which  was  the  only  reason  of 
tbe  war  being  kept  op. 

Mr.  Dowmzia  said  it  was  with  tbe  deepest 
regret  that  he  had  listened  to  the  ranarlu  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Tbe  gentleman  bad  charged  that  the  war  was 
tniqoitoos  in  its  inception,  base  and  infiunous  in 
its  uses,  and  would  be  ridiculous  in  its  oonclu- 
rion.  But  he  would  tell  that  gentleman,  and 
he  defied  contradiction,  that  the  war  was  baaed 
on  a  solemn  treaty  with  the  Indians,  made  de- 
liborately,  and  with  their  fiill  coniieut.  Hith- 
erto, there  had  not  been  the  slightest  charge 
against  its  validity;  not  even  awhimr  had 
been  breathed  about  unfalmess  or  A-and.  The 
treaty  had  been  executed  on  the  part  of  Gov- 
ernment, not  in  a  hurried  manner,  but  in  a  calm 
and  deliberate  way ;  the  ohiefe  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians  having  had  ample  time  to  reflect 
and  consider  the  proportion.  But  it  was  with 
the  Seminoles  as  it^  was  with  Hie  Cherokees ; 
who,  after  having  received  our  money  beAjre- 
hand  for  their  lands,  when  the  time  anived  for 
their  evacuation,  they  then  set  up  the  ory  of 
fraud,  of  unfairneas,  and  of  the  treaty  having 
been  made  without  their  e<»)swt,  eto. 

The  gentleman  had  called  it  an  unfortunate 
war.  So  it  was.  The  war  had  peen  prolonged 
beyond  the  caloulatioa  of  any  homan  being.  Its 
prolongation  bad  been  caused  by  the  gentSonan, 
and  tbe  friends  of  the  gentiemaa  who  now  op- 
posed tiie  appropriation.  It  was  well  known, 
and  he  challeaged  proof  to  the  contrary,  that 
every  ofiScer  engaged  in  tbe  war  had  acted  his 
part  zealously  and  effectively;  but  the  evil 
was,  that  they  had  to  check  their  efforts,  be- 
cause they  were  compelled  to  bend  to  that 
sympathy  manifested  so  generally  for  the  "  red 
man  "  in  the  North  and  other  portions  of  the 
Union,  where  the  true  state  of  things  was  not 
known.  Tbe  only  reason  that  the  war  was  not 
ended  long  ago,  was,  that  tiie  troops  had  been 
onnpelled  by  that  sympathy  to  hold  out  the 
white  flag  to  the  "  poor  devils,"  to  give  them 
time  to  make  peace,  when  they  were  enUrely 
in  our  power.  Had  the  people  of  Florida  been 
]>ermitted  to  adopt  tb^  own  measures,  and  If 
tiie  rope  and  the  gallows  had  been  used,  as  th^ 
would  in  the  case  of  white  men  committing 
ntch  enormities,  the  affair  would  have  been  set- 
tted  long  befbre  this, 

Bat^  notwithstanding  the  atrmdons  condoct 


of  these  villanoue  objeots  of  sympathy — doU 
withstanding  they  had  murdered  our  cntixens, 
destroyed  our  property  and  beei^ed  our  towns 
— ^notwithstanding  all  this^  yet  the  gentleman 
refused  to  ^rant  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose 
of  protectmg  onr  citizens  from  a  recurrence  <tf 
such  outrages.  The  white  men  of  the  Soath 
might  be  butchered  by  hundreds,  and  tlw  act 
looked  upon  witii  indiffiereDce ;  but  wfaai  c<^ 
ored  skins  were  concerned,  then  it  was  that  an 
outcry  was  raised.  It  was  for  the  Indian  and 
the  negro  for  whom  public  Bjmpathy  boiled  and 
bubbled  over. 

The  gentleman  had  intimated  that  the  people 
of  Florida  were  "  fattening  upon  the  appropria- 
tions." He  would  ask  that  gentieman  to  cast 
his  eyes  upon  their  desolated  eitiee,  their  wasted 
and  impoverished  country.  Their  horses,  their 
wagons,  their  provisions  and  snstenanoe  were 
gone,  and  the  whole  of  their  property  had  been 
destroyed  and  taken  by  tbe  enemy.  Had  the 
gentieman  been  able  to  show  but  one  instance 
where  the  public  money  had  fell  to  the  share 
the  people  of  florida,  and  been  impn^m^ 
used ;  coold  he  lAdnce  we  instance  c€  &and  on 
th^  part  ?  It  was  true  that  chai^ges  bad  be« 
made  in  the  Hoose,  through  the  medium  ef 
anonyomuB  letters,  about  |lO  being  jbr 
wagons,  when  the  same  c<Hild  be  had  for  $S, 
etc. ;  and  it  had  also  beenallf^ed  that  acotain 
quartermaster  had  taken  arecaptfor  more  Hub 
an  article  had  cost,  for  the  purpose  of  pocketing 
the  money.  But  were  they  uius  to  -be  infin- 
enoed  by  charges  through  such  sources!  If 
gentiemen  knew  of  any  such  cases  where  frnd 
had  been  practised,  it  was  their  duty  to  make 
complunt  to  the  proper  department. 

Mr.  D.  then  alludwl  to  the  treachery  of  the 
Seminoles,  and  said  he  was  ready  to  prove, 
that  although  here  they,  pretended  to  desbe 
peace,  yet  when  they  retuned  to  th^  tribOL 
they  br«dlied  nothing  but  war.  H«  advertea 
to  the  otmdnct  of  the  two  chlef^  Jompa-  and 
AIlk;irtor,  in  instigating  tbe  enemy  to  lu>ld  ort 
to  the  end  of  spring,  as  Congress  would  make 
no  appropriation,  etc. 

It  has  been  obarged  by  the  gentleman  firom 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Undbbwood,)  that  there  were 
more  troops  in  Elorida  than  tlie  whole  number 
of  Seminoles,  including  squaws  and  children. 
For  his  part,  he  did  not  profess  to  know  tiie 
exact  number  of  the  enemy,  but  if  from  the  ob- 
stacles presented  it  was  found  tiiat  ten  thooaaad 
troops  were  not  sufficient  why  it  was  thw 
duty  to  send  twenty  thousand. 

Mr.  J>.  then  alluded  to  the  peonliatity  of  Oe 
florida  war,  and  tiie  imposribiuty  of  meeting  the 
Indians  In  a  body,  so  aa  to  attack  tiwm  with 
any  chance  of  sncoess.  Th^  are  aoatterad 
over  the  country,  east,  west,  north,  and  sooth; 
they  are  here  and  there,  and  yet  nowhere^  He 
appealed  to  the  gentieman,  if,  for  the  sak«  d  a 
few  paltry  dollars,  they  would  sacrifice  the 
Uves  of  our  troops,  when  fighting  with  a  white 
enemy,  by  sending  out  only  a  certain  nnm- 
bar.    when  the  war  conunesoed,  it  was 
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thoudit  that  an  appropriatltm  five  millicns 
voiua  be  nifficieiit.  He  thought  eo  too.  Bat 
becBDS^  frina  a  oombinatioa  of  unlooked-for 
events,  a  greater  amotmt  wan  re^nired,  geuUe- 
men  oom^oed  that  the  war  was  ai\ja^  and 
demanded  an  investigation. 

ilr.  CiLLBT  defended  the  polio;  of  the  Oor- 
eniment ;  which,  he  insisted,  was  humane  and 
benevolent  The  sympathy  evinced  for  the 
tawny  red  men,  he  described  to  be  of  the  same 
diaracter  as  the  Itobb;'  professed  for  the  race  a 
little  darker,  in  the  North.  When  he  found  his 
country  at  war,  he  was  not  for  staylcg  to  in- 
quire into  its  origin,  or.  to  investigate  little, 
petty,  nuserable  &teils  about  it,  but  to  take 
■ndli  measnrea  aa  would  be  moat  Ukely  to  bring 
it  to  a  fkvorable  tarmination.  Wbetiier  the 
Government  had  pursued  the  best  course  or 
not,  whether  there  had  been  a  prodigal  ex- 
penwture,  he  feared  there  had,  he  could  not 
say ;  but  he  was  for  continuing  the  war  with 
rigor,  on  the  old  New  Englahd  plan,  where  the 
Indiuis  had  been  wholly  exterminated;  for  it 
was  false  policy  and  false  philanthropy  to  oarrj 
on  a  feeble  war, 

Jix.  Etsbktt  expressed  his  regret  that  any 
debate  should  have  arisen  on  this  subject  at 
this  time ;  the  more  so,  because  he  had  reason  to 
believe  tiiat  the  House  imd  the  country  would  be 
pwfbctij  satisfied  with  the  responae  (tf  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  Ur.  XL's  resMution  on  the  tao- 
108  adverted  to  in  this  disousaioa.  This  ma  in 
relati(m  to  the  capture  of  (^oeola.  Another 
subject  upon  which  he  wished  to  make  a  re- 
mark or  two,  was  a  more  painful  one,  viz :  io 
reference  to  the  capture  of  Sam  Jones  and  his 
oompanions.  He  had  every  reason  to  know  that 
these  men  came  in  under  the  most  sacred  pledges, 
and  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
the  Cherokee  delegation  could  induce  them  to 
come  in.  And  when  they  did,  wliat  was  Gen. 
Jesnp's  first  pro^sition?  Why,  as  preliminary 
to  any  negotiation,  that  those  people  should 
bring  in  weir  wives  and  children ;  and  what 
was  Sam  Jones's  answer  1  Why,  that  he  never 
heard  of  such  a  preliminary  to  a  treaty  as  that 
of  surroidering  tneohildfen  and  anna,  aadtiiat 
he  could  not  assent  to  it. 

Ur.  E.  avowed  himself  unwilling  to  carry  on 
this  war  any  longer,  though  he  was  not  for 
yielding.  He  wished  a  pacmcatory  course  to  be 
tried.  He  would  arm  the  Execntive  with 
authority  and  appropriations  to  enable  him  to 
terminate  it  pacincaliy. 

Ur.  Hatubs  said  he  had  risen  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  back  the  committee 
to  the  question  before  it  Some  weeks  ago  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  reported  a  bill 
to  cover  the  whole  sum  necessary  for  the  cur- 
rent year.  Since  that  bill  waa  reported,  the 
committee  had  been  called  upon  or  noUfied  by 
the  War  Departmenti  that  drafts  were  lying 
over  for  services  alrrady  performed,  and  sup- 
plies already  fnmished,  and  there  was  no  money 
to  meet  them.  Upon  this  representation  the 
Comodtteeof  Wi^and  Ibana  had  come  to  the 
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Houaia  and  asked  a  suspebdon  <^  its  rules,  for 
the  purpose  of  oonMderin^  the  propriety  of 
makmg  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  suppres- 
uon  of  Indian  hoiatilitieB.  Now,  neiUier  the 
committee,  nor,  as  Hr.  H.  believed,  had  any 
other  friend  of  the  Administration,  who  pro- 
posed to  support  this  bill,  designed  taking  the 
House  by  surprise.  The  very  document  read 
at  the  Clerk's  table  gave  to  the  House  the  infor- 
mation  that  this  partial  appropriation  was  asked 
for  under  extraordinary  oiromnstances ;  and  it 
was  equally  well  known  that  the  bill  covering 
the  whole  sum  estimated  for  the  service  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  then  remaned  untouohed, 
for  as  general,  liberal,  vicdent  discussion  as  gen- 
tlemen pleased.  Why,  then,  should  so  many 
lireleva&t  topioa  be  brought  in  Aow? 

Ur.  Wnn  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"one  million,"  and  inaertii^  "five  hnndxed 
thousand  dollars.*' 


WEDHSsnAT,  January  24. 

BminoU  War. 

The  House  went  into  committee,  Ur.  ComroB 
in  the  chau*,  and  resumed  the  oonaidenU^  of 

the  bia 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  moUon  itf 
Ur.  W»B  to  reduce  the  appropriation  from 
$1,000,000  to  $600,000. 

[The  IhU  wan  father  debated  by  Uesna  Cambre- 
leng,  Wsddy  niompson,  Blddle,  Wise,  Underwood, 
Fatten,  Qlascodt,  S^ntua,  and  Pope.] 


VsnUTt  January  86. 

ib-.  Buinnr  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ii^  residntion : 

Retolved,  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  furnish 
BQch  members  of  the  preaent  House  of  Kepresento- 
tives  u  have  not  received  the  same  nader  forma* 
orders,  with  the  ftidlowing  books,  to  be  paid  for  out 
(rf'tbe  contingent  fund  ^  tlus  House,  b^ng  such  as 
have  been  sufqilied  to  membeie  of  the  last  and  pn- 
ceding  Congress,  vis : 

The  Dtpioauttic  Correq>ondence,  The  Document- 
ary Histtny  of  the  Revolution,  The  Laud  Iaw% 
American  State  Papers,  Register  of  D^tes,  Cm- 
tested  Elections,  and  Commercial  Regulations,  Elliott 
Debates,  and  Elliott's  Diplomatic  CcKle — 

But  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  autborize  the  reprinttog  of  either  of  the  above 
woi^ 

Ur.  Hathzs  thought  that  some  of  these  books 
had  never  been  furnished  to  old  members. 

Ur  UoKat  would  be  glad  to  know  from  the 
gentleman  who  offered  this  resolution,  if  ihwe 
was  not  a  proviso  attached  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  ocmtingent  eipoaios,  ex- 
pressly prohibiting  any  portiffli  of  the  expoiffi- 
ture  to  be  made  theremnn,  exo^t  for  too  or- 
dinary purposes  of  the  House.  In  referenoe  to 
the  mcvita  of  the  r«M^^OD,  he  aaid  it  waa  a 
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practice  whidi,  if  not  pat  a  stop  to,  would  form 
an  indefioite  cltdm  upon  the  Treaniry,  for  tiiere 
woold  always  be  new  members,  and  tiwy  would 
daim  copies  of  all  the  books  ever  g^ven  to 
monbers  of  old  Congresses.  He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  what  expense  this  resolntlon 
iDTolved,  bnt  he  Bopposed  somewhere  about 
forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

iSx.  TiLLiNaHABT  Contended  that,  if  the  reso- 
htion  embraoed  the  same  boo^  heretofore 
wdered,  It  was  not  material  whether 
hooks  had  been  received  m  not  It  was  bnt 
right  and  fidr  that  the  new  members  Aoold  be 
placed  <m  the  same  footing  as  the  old.  If  it 
was  proper  for  the  nation  to  ftmiiah  books  to 
its  legislators,  it  was  only  rlj^t  that  all  ahonld 
be  fturnished  equally ;  and  if  there  was  any  dif- 
fereQce,  it  shoald  be  in  favor  of  the  new  mem- 
bers, who  might  be  supposed  to  be  more  in 
want  of  them  than  the  old. 

Ur.  Bbonson,  in  reply  to  Ur.  HoEat,  re- 
marked that  the  contingent  appropriation  bill 
had  not  been  passed,  and  therefore  they  were 
not  tied  up  by  the  proviso  allnded  to. 

Mr.  Oaubbelbns  apprehended  his  oolleagne 
was  mistaken  if  he  thought  the  proviso  woidd 
not  be  passed  by  the  Honae^  unless  tiie  present 
OongresB  ^fi^red  vei^  essentially  in  opinion 
from  the  two  former  Oongresses.  It  had  been 
invariably  introduced  into  each  biU  for  the  last 
four  years,  and  was  desired  to  correct  what 
Hr.  O.  considered  a  growing  abuse,  of  paying 
matters  entirely  foreign  to  it  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fbnd.  Whether  the  books  were  pnr- 
chased  or  not,  he  did  hope  that  appropriations 
of  this  character  would  not  be  charged  upon  the 
contingent  fund  of  this  House,  by  whidi  it  had 
been  enormously  increasing,  from  year  to  year, 
by  the  action  of  the  House  itself.  If  tUs  appro- 
priation were  made,  let  it  be  done  by  law. 

Hr.  Bom  expressed  his  surprise  that  the 
House  should  suspend  its  rules,  and  set  andeall 
its  bunneas,  for  the  pnrpose  of  oontidering  a 
resolution  of  tUs  kind ;  a  reBOlution  lo<dbng 
alone  to  the  personal  benefit  of  the  members. 
He  strenaoasly  opposed  the  meaanre,  and  asked 
if  the  House  was  aware  of  the  expense  it  in- 
volved! When  the  former  resolution  was 
nnder  oondderatiOn,  he  reoolleoted  that  a  then 
member  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cave  Johnson) 
made  a  calculation  demonstrating  that  it  was 
about  one  thousand  dollars  to  each  member, 
in  the  a^^regate  upwards  of  one  hundrea 
thousand  dollars.  Mr.  B.  insisted  that  they 
had  DO  right  in  the  present  exhausted  state  of 
the  Treasury,  thus  to  give  to  themselves  the  peo- 
ple's money ;  and  if  Congress  had  committed  a 
mistake  (Higtnally,  they  onght  to  oorrect  it, 

Hr.  Ramdkk  inqnired  or  Hr.  Brans  ^  under 
the  infiuenoe  of  the  <^niona  he  had  eziwessed, 
he  had  allowed  himself  to  accept  tiie  "bocScB 
ordered  under  the  former  resolutions  the 
House. 

Mr.  Bond  would  state  frankly,  that  the  books 
having  been  sent  to  his  lodgings,  he  had  sent 
them  home,  and  should  do  so  again,  onless  jor 
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der  some  gener^  order  to  return  them,  which 
he  should  willingly  yield  obedimee  to ;  stiU  he 
was  opposed  to  the  principle,  always  had  1>een, 
and  should  continue  to  be  so. 

Mr.  MoKat  oontended  thatnopropodtioiifiMr 
paylDg  money  could  be  authoriz^  without  be- 
ing cranmitted.  The  fiact  of  the  contingent 
bill  not  Iwing  passed,  rather  strengtJhened  hia 
prait  , 


IS  BWtATS. 
!Fbidat,  January  26. 
Pre-emption  to  Actual  SeUUr*. 

The  bill  to  grant  pre-emption  ri^ta  to  settlas 
on  the  public  lands,  was  tkken  up. 

Mr.  Ckittbndkh  commented  on  the  frauds 
alleged  to  have  been  practised  ander  the  pre- 
emption laws,  submitted  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  that'  part  of  tiie  bill  relating  to  settle- 
ment and  cultivation,  and  to  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  following:  "by  actual  residenoe 
thereon,  on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of  Deeeml}er, 
1887,  and  the  cultivation  of  at  least  <Hie  acre 
in  OOTD,  and  ocmtinned  reisdeDoeand  onltiTatioo 
to  tills  time." 

Mr.  WaixEB  had  no  oUeetion  to  «MTning 
more  aoonrately  the  haUtation  and  ooltivation; 
but  he  hoped  the  gentieman  would  not  confine 
the  cultivation  to  com,  as  that  would  exdode 
a  great  many  meritorious  cultivators  who  £d 
not  grow  that  article. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  suggested  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  who  no  doubt  had  only 
in  view  the  defining  more  sta-ictly  an  actual 
settiemeut  and  cultivation,  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  '*  com,"  leaving  the  natore 
of  the  cultivation  to  be  determined  by  the  land 
office.  As  tiie  Senator  from  Mississippi  had  re- 
marked, it  would  be  extremely  hard  to  confine 
the  cnltivation  to  com,  as  many  cultivators 
bought  all  they  used,  though  he  Qix.  C.)  re- 
garded it  as  a  very  ii^udieions  way  of  fitrming, 
and  one  that  no  doubt  resulted  very  nmdi  to 
the  advantage  of  the  coostitnents  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  as  there  were  times  when 
every  bushel  of  com  carried  down  the  Missis- 
nppi  was  worth  from  a  dollar  to  a  dollar  and 
rixty-flve  cents  per  bushel. 
*  1^.  OBiTTBinaDT  modified  his  amendment  by 
adding  «  wlhat  and  cotton." 


H0U8B  OF  KBPREBKETTATI'TXa. 
Satdbdat,  January  ST. 
Di^ributiom(f  Bookt. 

The  House  to<^  up  the  resolution,  submitted 
1^^  Hr.  Raxidik,  for  the  distribution  to  mem- 
hera  of  eert^  books. 

Mr.  MoBQAH  moved  the  previous  qnestioD, 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Bond  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  qnestion,  which  was  on  the  adoption  of 
&e  iniginal  re«dBti(m|  as  modified  by  tha 
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mora',  which  wwe  ordered,  and  were — yeas 
lis,  vaya  11. 

Mi$tiuippi  Election, 

The  special  order  being  the  contested  election 
of  memWs  from  Mis^ippi,  was  called,  the 
qaestiion  pending  Mr.  Bell's  amendment  to  the 
resolation  of  Mr.  Bbonbon  (ante,  p.  613.) 

Mr.  Maubt  addressed  the  Hoose  in  &vor  of 
the  daim  of  the  applioants  to  a  seat  on  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Bbonbon  was  not  sare  that  he  oonld 
shake  my  of  the  positions  takeo  hy  the  ^tie- 
man  who  had  addressed  the  House,  (Mr.  Pbin- 
TI88,)  bat  he  would  trj.  However,  he  oiMild 
not  refrain  from  paying  a  tribute  to  the  elo- 
quence and  zeal  with  woich  the  gentleman  had 
defended  what  he  called  the  rights  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi.  The  question  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House  in  a  false  light  bj  the  con- 
testants, for  he  contended  that  no  indignity 
whatever  had  been  offered  to  the  State  of 
Mississippi;  her  rights  of  representation  had 
been  respected  and  defended,  and  the  rimple 
qaestion  wa^  a  question  between  individoals  as 
to  who  should  have  the  right  of  so  repreeenting 
her. 

The  decision  of  the  House  at  the  late  special 
sessiou  was  a  judicial  decldou,  and  could  not  be 
altered;  and  Sb-.  E  argued  that  UieGoveniw of 
lUssiasippi  was  authorized  1^  the  oonstitntitm 
to  flU  a  vacancy.  He  pwtrayed  the  diaastRMU 
consequences  which  would  eii8De.if  the  various 
Lf^slatures  had  not  that  power.  The  country 
might  be  ravaged  by  an  invading  enemy,  or 
might  be  at  war  with  ton  nations  at  once,  with- 
out having  the  power  of  calling  toother  and 
assembling  the  House  of  RcHpreBontatives  to  act 
on  the  subject.  He  was  fully  aware  of  the 
strength  of  the  arguments  adduced  by  one  of 
the  contestants,  (Mr.  pRKimsa,)  viz:  that  the 
Governors  of  States  might  thus  antidpato,  de- 
feat, or  destroy  ^e  r^imar  election.  But  there 
was  not  die  lightest  probability  of  such  a 
oourse  ever  bdng  adopted;  and,  if  it  wsre, 
there  were  means  of  speedy  redress. 

Po-h^  the  most  important  qneslion,  after 
aasuming  that  the  Governor  had  the  poww, 
was,  "did  he  exercise  that  power?"  It  had 
been  contended  that  such  was  not  the  case, 
and  that  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor 
was  a  nullity.  For  hia  part,  he  maintained  that 
the  Governor  had  a  right  to  fill  the  whole  va- 
cancy, or  none.  Therefore,  if  the  gentlemen 
elected  in  Joly  were  elected  at  all.  uey  were 
elected  for  the  wlude  tenn  of  ti»  Twoity-flfUi 
Congress. 


IN  SSNATS. 

Thubuiat,  T«lbraarj  1. 
IndependetU  TVwHitry. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  US  to  Impose  addi- 
tional dntiM  as  depositaries  upon  certain  public 
officers,  snd  to  appoint  Beodrav  General  of 
publio  money,  &o. 


[Faantijn,  1888. 

The  amendmenta  aabmitted  yesterday  bj 
Mr.  Wbigbt,  one  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  hire,  temporarily,  suitable 
rooms  &r  the  offices  of  the  Beceivers  General, 
and  the  other  providing  that  the  receipts  given 
by  the  Treasurer,  authorized  by  the  2d  section, 
tor  money  deposited  for  the  purchase  of  land, 
shall  not  be  negotiable  by  transfer  or  assign- 
ment, were  adopted. 

Mr.  OAiaonn  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  tiie  2l8t  section,  which  relates  to 
funding  the  surplus  that  may  be  in  the  Treas- 
ury, when  it  embeds  four  miUions,  by  invest- 
ment la  State  or  United  States  securiUes,  bear- 
ing interest 

Hr.  Wbiwt  stated  that  this  pnnlaiQn  was 
hitrodnoed  to  obviate*  tb»  ol^eoUona  of  those 
who  contended  thia  the  bill  would  have  the 
effect  to  accumulato  money  in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Oalboun  bad  read  the  bill  with  great 
care,  and  conridered  It  exceedingly  well  drawn, 
and  calculated  to  produce  the  most  beneficial 
effects.  But  this  provision  he  considered  not 
in  accordance  with  its  |^neral  principles,  and 
he  therefore  wished  it  to  be  struck  out.  One 
of  the  most  important  objects  of  this  measure 
was  to  avoid  having  a  surplus.  He  thought^ 
therefore,  it  would  tmprove  the  bill  to  amka 
out  the  section. 

Mr.  OiXHOin^  motion  was  ad(q>ted— yeas  24^ 
nays  18. 

The  amendments  made  aa  in  CkBnmittee  ct 
the  Whole  were  concurred  in. 


HOUBE  OF  BEPBESENTATIVKa 

FhmjLT,  Febniarj  2. 

Mitaiat^i  Election. 

The  House  tben  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  Itisnssippi  Election  case,  the  question 
being  on  the  ameunded  resolution  of  Mr.  Bbll  ; 

"  Resolved,  TW  the  resolution  of  this  House  of 
8d  of  October  lut,  declaring  that  g^mixL  J.  Gholsm 
and  Jomi  F.  H.  Ouibobhi  were  duly  elected  mem* 
ben  t£  4ie  SBIh  Ooweas,  be  rescinded,  and  that 
Hem.  OncOaOK  and  uLAiBoan  are  not  duly  elected 
mflmbOES  of  title  SSth  Gugren." 

The  question  was  on  the  following  amend- 
ment    Mr.  How  ABD : 

"  Rucived,  That  Messrs.  S.  S.  Frentisa  and  T.  J. 
Word  are  not  membeis  of  the  25tb  Gongreas." 

Mr.  Gholson  said :  His  colleague  and  him- 
self were  not  before  the  people  at  the  Novem- 
ber election,  and  they  distinctly  stated  to  the 
people,  in  a  printed  circular  addressed  to  them, 
that  mey  were  not  candidates  upon  that  occa- 
sion. That  circular  was  published,  and  it  waa 
announced,  at  least  in  all  toe  Demooratic  papera 
in  the  State,  that  they  were  not  candidates. 
Mr,  G.  alao  wrote  at  least  a  hundred  letters  to 
hia  fiiu^  in  cUfbrent  parts  the  State,  declar- 
ing lliat,  In  e(niaeqiieiioe  (tf  that  dedwn,  he 
wMs  not  ecanffidate. 

In  twen^  oenntiea^  where  no  votes  were 
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[25th  Coma. 


^ven  for  hims«tf  and  his  coUeagae  in  the 
November  election,  tfaOT  reoeived  aboat  five 
thousand  votes  at  that  m  July ;  thus  showing, 
condasivdy,  that  there  was  no  general  tarn 
out  of  the  people  at  the  NovemW  election, 
iodnced,  as  he  vrnAj  believed,  not  to  vote  bj 
the  decision  of  the  Hoase.  That  was  the  main 
fi&et  he  wished  to  state.  The  House,  hj  its 
vote,  had  said  the  election  of  July  was  void. 
Ur.  O.  was  as  well  satisfied  with  Uiat  deddon 
as  any  one  else,  but  he  wished  tliem  to  vote, 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  facts. 

He  had  good  grounds  to  know  that  the  dec- 
thm'la  'many  other  counties  was  partial,  from 
the  fact  of  his  colleague  and  himself  not  being 
before  the  people,  and  therefore,  by  so  kind  of 
ealcnlation,  was  the  strength  of  parties  tested 
in  November.  The  people  had  been  mided  \>y 
the  dednon  of  the  House. 


MomuT,  Febmary  B. 

Mimmppi  Contested  BUetion. 

Mr.  MoEjlt  proposed  to  the  gentleman  from 
ICaryland,  that  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see,  (Mr.  Bell,)  on  Saturday  had  raised  some 
critical  objections,  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  modified  so  as  to  conform  to  fiormer 
preoedentB  of  the  House,  dedaiing  that  tiie 
senUemen  daiming  seats  (Messrs.  ^wntiss  and 
word)  were  not  so  entitied. 

Mr.  HowABD  add  that  he  had  dntfted  bis 
resolution  in  this  way  in  the  first  place,  hot 
had  modified  it  afterwards  at  the  suggestion 
of  some  gentlemen.  He  then  modified  his 
amendment  as  follows:  "and  that  Messrs. 
Prentiss  and  Word  are  not  entitled  to  seats  on 
this  fioor  as  members  of  the  26th  Congress." 

Mr.  CtrsHMAN  then  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  whidi  were  ordered. 

The  qaestion  was  taken  on  Mr.  Howard's 
amendment  declaring  "that  Messrs.  PrentiBs 
■ad  Word  are  not  entitled  to  seats  in  this 
House,  as  members  of  the  S6th  Congress^"  and 
dedded — ^ycas  117,  nmllT. 

The  Ohaib  voted  in  the  affirmative,  lo  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fbektiss,  one  of  the  conteatants,  ad- 
dressed the  House  at  some  length,  protesting 
against  tiie  dednon  of  the  Hoose,  bo  &r  as  it 
was  made,  depriving  the  people  of  Mississippi 
(tf  ft  representation  on  this  fioor,  replying  to 
remarks  of  gentlemen  made  on  former  ooca- 
dons,  and  dedaring  that,  if  be  was  spared  life 
tiU  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  he  saw 
any  prospect  of  then  having  justice  done  the 
people  of  Mississippi,  he  wonld  again  present 
biiuself,^  and  Bee  if  ne  oonld  not  have  this  nn- 
eoDStitntional  resolntion  resdnded,  as  the  one 
was  whidi  waa  a^pted  in  September  last 
The  Question  recurred  on  the  reaolntint  as 


Ur.  Undbbwood  called  for  a  dividw  of  tiie 
qnestion,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  on  the  first 


part,  rescinding  the  resolntion  of  September 
last  ■  and  on  this  part  of  the  resolntion  there 
were — yeas  121,  nays  118. 

On  Uie  second  branch  of  the  resolntion, 
declaring  "  that  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  are 
not  entitied  to  seats  in  this  House,  as  members 
of  the  26th  Congress,"-— yeas  118,  nays  116. 

On  the  third  branch  of  the  resolutiMi,  direct- 
iog  the  Speaker  to  inform  the  Governor  of 
Mlsdsdpi^  of  the  decision  of  the  Honse^ — yeas 
ISa,  naya  88. 

.  IIS  8ENATU 
MoHOAT,  February  5. 
Ind^>endent  Treeuury, 

The  Independent  Treasury  bill  was  taken  vp^ 

the  amendment  of  Mr.  Rives  being  onder  oon- 
dderation. 

Mr.  JEtrvis  said  he  indulged  tiie  hope  that, 
after  the  fdlure  of  this  measure  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  Natiood  Legislature,  ^id  the 
opinions  so  dearly  manifested  by  tiie  reorat 
elections,  that  this  subject  would  not  again  bsive 
been  pressed  npon  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  bat  that  the  Committee  on  Finance 
would  have  presented  some  scheme  npon  whidi 
the  great  interests  of  the  country  might  have 
harmmiind.  Mr.  R.  contended  that  llda 
was  a  reproduction  of  that  of  the  last  sesdon, 
with  additional  deformity  of  ftatnre,  oaleulated 
to  incffease  the  patronage  of  the  Encntive  to 
a  far  greater  extent,  and  with  the  same  tendency 
to  create  disorder  and  convnlsicn  in  tiie  cur- 
rency. Mr.  R.  spoke  until  near  4  o'dook,  and 
gave  way  to  a  motion  to  abloom,  without  hav- 
ing  oonoloded  his  ailment. 


WxDBSBDAT,  Febroary  T. 
Oregon  Territpry. 

Mr.  Linn,  of  Missoori,  introduced  a  UQ 
aathmiziog  the  occupation  of  the  OolnmUa  cr 
Oregon  Saver,  restabliahins  a  territtny  north 
of  latitude  49  d^reea,  ana  west  of  the  Bocfty 
Mountdni^  to  be  called  the  Oregon  TerrHoiy; 
antiuwizing  the  establidilng  of  a  ftirt  on  tut 
^ver,  and  the  ooonpation  of  the  coon  try 
the  military  fbroe  of  the  United  States ;  estab- 
lidiiog  a  port  of  entry,  and  requiring  that  the 
country  should  then  be  held  snbject  to  the 
Revenue  laws  of  the  United  States ;  witii  an 
^propriation  of  $50,000.] 

Mr.  Linn  moved  to  refer  tiie  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afilaira.  He  expressed  his 
regret  that  some  other  Senator  hod  not  moved 
in  this  matter ;  he  had  failed  in  his  endeavors 
to  that  effect,  and  had  in  oonseqoence  now 
presented  the  subject  himself  as  one  of 
importance.  There  was  reason  to  appn 
that  if  this  Twritory  dionld  be  n^eoted,  in 
the  oourse  of  five  years  it  would  pass  from  our 
possession. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  thonght  the 
Senator  and  the  otnnmittee  would  do  well  to 
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make  inqniries  as  to  the  stipalaticHU  <mF  the 

present  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  whether 
we  conld  occQpy  this  conntrj  now  without 
(^ving  cause  of  offence.  The  conntrf  had  been 
taken  possession  of  hy  Great  Britain,  ifi.  contra- 
Tention  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  There  was  a 
daose  in  that  treaty,  or  rather  a  word,  whioh 
was  intented  to  cover  this  identical  cose,  con- 
neoted  with  the  Oregon,  and  whioh  covered  no 
other  case.  It  was  founded  on  these  circum- 
stances :  A  settlement  had  been  made  on  the 
Oregon  by  Mr.  Astor,  and  Uie  establishment 
was  oalled  Astoria.  Daring  the  war  it  was 
taken  possesuon  of  by  a  British  armed  Teasd. 
In  the  stipulation  of  the  mntiM'aarreDder  By 
tiie  two  conntries  of  places  taken  during  the 
war,  Mr.  0.  had  introdaoed  the  word  *^pem»- 
$ion  "  as  descriptive  of  the  hold  which  we  had 
on  the  Oregon  country  prior  to  the  war. 

Mr.  Linn  said  he  was  aware  of  that  provision, 
and  it  was  his  intention  that  the  inqoiry  should 
be  made.  He  designed  to  get  all  the  informa- 
tion he  could  on  the  subject,  and  lay  it  before 
the  committee  or  the  Senate,  that  tixe  Senate 
might  moke  such  modifications  of  the  bill  as 
they  might  think  proper.  He  wished  the  bill 
to  be  made  as  perfect  as  it  could  be. 

Mr.  BnooANAir  was  very  ^ad  tiiat  lus  friend 
from  Wssoori  had  moved  in  this  bniineBB;  and 
he  had  done  himself  injustice  when  he  said  it 
might  have  been  moved  more  appropriately  "by 
another  person.  The  time  had  come  when  we 
ought  to  assert  our  right  to  the  Oregon  country, 
or  abandon  it  forever.  We  know,T)y  informa- 
tion received  from  an  agent  of  the  Government, 
that  the  Hudson  Bay  (^mpany  were  establish- 
ing forts  in  that  quarter,  cutting  down  the  timber 
and  conveyiug  it  to  market,  and  acquiring  the 
allegiance  of  the  Indian  tribes ;  and  while  they 
had  been  thus  proceeding,  we  had  patieutiy 
looked  on  during  a  long  period  of  years.  Our 
right  ooght'to  be  now  averted ;  but  it  should 
be  done  in  a  prudent  and  delicate  manner.  We 
were  obliged  by  the  treaty  to  give  a  year's 
notice.  The  time  had  arrived  to  Bettie  tiiia 
^neaUoD,  and  there  were  too  many  anoh  ques- 
tions nnsettled  with  tibe  British  Government 
already.  While  we  ahoidd  be  eareftd  to  violate 
no  treaty  stipulations,  we  ought  promptiy  to 
assert  our  right  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Benton  urged  the  propriety  of  having 
this  subject  referred  to  a  Select  Oommittee,  of 
which  ma  colle^ue  should  be  the  ohurman :  he 
knew  of  no  one  better  qualified. 

Mr.  Linn  withdrew  his  motion  of  reference 
to  the  Military  Oommittee,  and  the  subject  was 
referred  to  a  Select  Oommittee  of  five,  of 
whioh  the  Vioa  Futannsr  waa  aath(aiaed  to 
make  the  ^^cnntment. 


ToisDAT,  February  18. 

Indepeiident  TVeamry. 

Mr.  NiLBS  finished  at  a  late  hour,  the  very 
able  speech  whioh  be  oommoaoed  yeaterdi^  in 


[Febbdabt,  1S88. 

oppoflititm  to  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
KiVBS,  and  in  favor  of  the  original  hill.  Mr. 
N.  Bud  that  the  Senator  from  Virginia  seemed 
to  think  that  his  twenty-five  banks  constitated 
the  whole  country ;  but  what  constituted  the 
whole  country  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  N.,  waa 
the  producing  classes,  who  were  swindled  out 
of  their  hibor  tbroogh  the  paper  system.  Mr. 
N.  glanced  at  the  rotten  state  of  the  banking 
system  in  this  country,  and  its  vast  increase  of 
paper,  (in  some  instances  forty-one  dollars  for 
one  of  specie,)  until  it  had  blown  up,  exploded, 
and  scattered  rain  for  and  wide.  There  were 
hanks,  he  stud,  that  had  not  yet  broken,  but 
were  now  rodang  and  trembliug ;  so  much 
that  persons  in  their  Immediate  neighborhood 
would  keep  their  notes  no  longer  than  they 
could  set  rid  of  them ;  and  yet  we  were  called 
on  to  deposit  the  trea^irra  of  Government,  the 
common  property  of  the  people,  in  banks  like 
these.  That  the  currency  of  the  nation  waa 
in  a  deplorable  condition,  pR  admitted;  but 
the  remedy  was  the  subject  of  dispute.  The 
question  was  one  of  vast  magnitude,  and  of 
vital  importance  to  the  people  of  the  nation. 
and  it  was  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  it  should 
have  become  mixed  with  politics;  but,  un- 
fortunately, it  had  so,  and  all  the  evils  were 
ohai^ed  upon  the  present  Administration ;  bow 
jnstly,  would  be  left'  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
peome  to  detennine.  What  nad  the  Admlnifr- 
tration  sought  to  do  ?  Merely  to  increase  the 
metallio  cuntmoy,  which  it  had  effected  to  a 
very  considerable  extent,  and  to  suppress  the 
issue  of  small  notes.  This  was  all  that  had 
hem  done  by  the  present  or  past  Administra- 
tion to  derange  the  currency  of  the  country. 
Some  gentiemen  contended  that  it  was  "  tamper- 
ing with  the  currency  "  that  had  brought  on  its 
present  deranged  state.  As  well,  said  Mr.  K., 
might  we  charge  temperance  societies  with  all 
tiie  drunkenness  that  occurred,  because  th^ 
were  tampering  with  sobriety. 


HOUSE  OF  RSPBESBHTATIVXS. 

Wbdhbsdat,  February  14. 

860  Anti-Slavery  and  anti- Texas  Annexati&n 
Petitumt. 

Mr.  John  Q.  Adams  stated  that  be  had  before 
him  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  petitions, 
signed  by  between  thirty-four  and  thirty-five 
thousand  names,  which  he  had  been  request- 
ed to  present  to  this  House.  He  wished  to  do 
so  with  as  littie  consumption  of  the  time  of 
the  House  as  possible.  He  had,  therefore,  been 
obliged  to  alter  tiie  manner  pursued  heretofore 
in  presenting  petitions  separately,  one  bjr  one, 
annonnoing  the  place  from  whidi  the  petitions 
came,  the  name  (rf  the  first  petitioner,  uid  the 
number  of  names  signed  to  such  petitions; 
instead  of  whioh  he  proposed  now  to  offer  them 
by  classes,  stating  the  number  of  petitions  in 
each  class,  and  as  well  as  he  conld,  the  number 
of  petitionen  inoloded  in  eaoh.  He  would 
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■tate,  howereTj  tliat  he  had  a  oou^derable 
number  of  petitiona  in  relation  to  which  he 
himself  entertained  doubts  as  to  whether  they 
came  under  the  genertd  order  of  the  House, 
which  ^rescrihed  that  petitions  of  a  certain 
descriptiua  should  be  laid  opoa  the  table  with- 
oat  reading,  or  any  other  actum  of  the  House 
being  taken  upon  them.  It  has  happened,  that 
in  coDseqnence  of  the  decision  of  this  and 
former  Honsea  of  Congress  in  relation  to  the 
right  of  petition,  a  great  degree  of  excitement 
has  be^  produced  in  a  certain  portion  of  the 
country,  and  the  effect  of  this  proceeding,  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  and  of  the  excitement 
occasioned  by  them,  had  t^ded  very  much  to 
multiply  these  petitions,  which  the  House  ap- 
peals to  be  80  little  disposed  to  receive  and  to 
treat  in  (he  maimer  in  which,  in  his  opinion, 
all  respectful  and  decent  petitions  ought  to  be 
treated.  One  of  the  consequences  of  this  coarse 
(hT  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  House  was, 
that  petitions  were  sent  to  him  of  an  anony- 
mous character,  amhignons  and  equivocaL 
These  were  of  two  descriptions.  One  descrip- 
tion came  from  a  geographical  portion  of  this 
conntry  veiy  innch  attawied  to  the  right  of 
petition,  and  opposed  to  the  order  of  the  House 
on  this  subject,  and  some  of  them  would  .not 
come  under  that  mle. 

Mr.  PiOKBMB  desired  to  know  if  this  qnestion 
was  to  be  opened  up  in  this  direct  manner,  that 
he  mf^t  be  prepared  to  meet  it. 

The  Ohais  stated  what  the  usaal  oouree  was 
in  relation  to  the  presentation  <^  petitions. 

Ur.  AdIhs  proceeded  to  present  his  peti- 
tions, some  separately,  and  Bomd  by  classes, 
swne  of  which  were  referred.  Those  which 
related  to  the  question  of  slavery  were  laid  on 
the  table,  under  order  of  the  House ;  those  in 
relation  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  those  pray- 
for  a  repeal  of  the  order  of  the  House,  and 
others  which  were  supposed  to  relate  in 
any  way  to  slavery,  were  on  the  tabl^  on 
motions  mode  to  that  effect. 


Fbidat,  February  16. 
Iforthem  I^vntier. 
Ifr.  Howard  stated  that  he  had  received  last 
B^ht  a  commanication  ftom  the  Secretary  of 
"Wax,  endosiDg  some  papers,  which  satisfied 
him  thotr  it  was  his  duty  to  move  the  House  to 
suspend  its  mle,  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill 
now  for  the  preservation  of  peace  on  our  fron- 
tier. The  purport  of  the  papers  was  to  show 
that  an  expedition  was  preparing  on  the  south 
side  of  L^e  Erie  to  invade  Canada,  and  -  the 
information  rested  upon  the  authority  of  an 
eye  witness,  a  naval  officer,  who  saw  the  as- 
semblage, their  collection  of  arms,  and  saw 
them  in  march. 
The  Inll  was  taken  np  on  its  third  reading. 
Ur.  HowASD  explained  the  principles  of  the 
biB  and  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  A&irs,  which  amendment 
he  himaelf  did  not  feel  very  acdicitons  abont 


'  [S5xH  Ono. 

The  great  otject  which  the  committee  kept  in 
view  was  to  provide  the  smaa  of  executing 
onr  duties  towards  other  conntriee^  without 
interfering  with  what  bad  in  this  conntry 
always  been  considered  a  legal  and  jostifiaUe 
trade  between  the  citizens  of  this  and  of  a 
forei^  country,  and  it  was  the  consideration 
of  this  point  which  had  caused  much  delay  and 
difficulty  in  the  committee.  When  two  nations 
are  engaged  in  war,  the  right  of  the  merchants 
of  this  conntry  to  furnish  either  party  with 
provinons  and  munitions,  had  always  been 
claimed  and  exercised,  and  there  was  no  dis- 
position in  the  committee  to  infringe  this  lif^t. 
The  ol^eot  of  tite  comnuttee  was  to  have  this 
right  remun  np<Hi  tiie  same  footing  on  which 
it  formerly  stood ;  bnt  at  the  same  time  oar 
Government  was  bound  to  prevent  our  idtizens 
from  interfering  in  the  affairs  of  a  neighboring 
Government,  for  the  purpose  of  stirring  up 
insurrection — of  keeping  up  a  civil  war.  Tx 
this  was  permitted  to  be  done,  the  war  might 
be  rolled  back  upon  us,  and  we  would  suffer 
for  the  indiscretion  of  a  few  of  onr  citizens. 

Hr.  HoLSST  thought  we  ought  to  pause  be- 
fore we  made  any  fundamental  alteration  in 
those  principles  in  relation  to  onr  export  trade, 
wbidi  had  existed  since  the  foundation  of  oar 
Government.  He  considered  that  onr  dtizem 
had  a  perfect  right  to  cftrry  on  a  trade  witii 
dther  «  the  bemgerent  parties  in  a  neighbor- 
ing Goveramen^  where  a  foreign  war  existed, 
without  affecting  the  nentrality  of  tiie  Goveni- 
ment ;  and  he  would  bo  sorry  to*  see  any  re- 
strictions imposed  upon  this  just  and  proper 
trade,  such  as  he  feared  this  biU  wonid  impose. 
The  proper  provision  to  make  on  this  snbject, 
would  be  to  prevent  onr  citizens  from  inter- 
fering personally  in  a  dispute  in  a  neighborios 
Government;  but  this  bill  went  far  beyond 
that,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of  this  Govem- 
meut,  or  the  officers  of  the  Government,  to 
seize  any  vessels  having  on  hoard  arms,  or  any 
other  things  which  it  was  supposed  it  was  con- 
veying into  a  neigliboring  territory,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  used  there  for  carrying  on  the 
war.  He  was  not  disposed  to  go  ibis  Car  in 
placing  it  in  the  hands  <^  the  GoTemmeut,  or 
the  omoers  of  the  Government,  to  xam  this 
discretionai7  power  to  the  pr^udice  of  the 
citizen,  or  tiie  seiznre  of  the  property  of  the 
(^tizen.  Onr  citizens  had  a  perfect  ri^t  to 
trade  with  either  of  the  contending  parties  to 
a  war  which  might  he  going  on  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  without  compromitting  the 
neutrahty  of  the  United  States ;  and  he  wonM 
not  now  consent,  by  his  vote,  to  have  such 
restrictions  as  were  proposed  by  this  bill  im- 
posed on  the  citizens  of  this  country.  The 
framers  of  onr  constitution  had  guarded  our 
export  trade  so  that  no  restrictions  should  be 
imposed  vooa  it  in  the  shape  of  a  tax ;  and 
why  shoula  we  in  this  manner  attempt  to  place 
restrictions  dpon  it,  in  contravention  of  tiie 
mMt  of  the  ctmatitntiOB,  If  not  of  the  letter 
of  it. 
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Mr.  LooKis  Teriewed  the  ciroamstanoes  con- 
nected with  the  reoent  difltorbanoeB  opon  the 
Canada  frcmtier.  There  wae  a  long  line  of 
frontier,  Beparatiiig  the  two  coantnes  from 
each  other,  jet  pucing  so  narrow  a  barrier 
between  them,  as  to  render  it  impos^ble  that 
local  disturbances  breaking  out  on  one  side  of 
tiiat  line  should  not  ^read  to  the  other.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  American  side  were  pecu- 
liarly Benaitive  on  this  point.  Their  native 
love  of  liberty,  and  deep-rooted  hatred  of  tyr- 
aimy,  were  inflamed,  very  naturally,  whenever 
an  appeal  was  made  to  those  noble  principles. 
Thus  it  happened  that  they  were  very  easily 
led  to  take  a  deep  IntereBt,  if  not  an  active 
part,  in  those  stmuleB. 

He  deemed  tiie  bill  ineffi<dent  to  answer  the 
end  it  professes  to  reach.  What  did  it  propose 
to  dof  To  f^ve  to  United  States  marshals, 
depnigr  marshals,  and  other  offioera,  power  to 
seize,  without  process  of  law,  or  any  other 
limihition  than  their  own  individual  discretion, 
ooy  vessel,  or  vehicle,  suspected  of  being  used 
for  the  purpose  of  bearing  arms  or  munitions 
of  war  into  the  conterminous  comitry,  to  aid 
in  its  civil  contests,  and  to  detain  them  nntil 
satis&ctory  surety  should  be  given  that  they 
should  not  oe  used.  Suppose  the  ofiScer  in 
whom  this  extraordinary  power  was  vested,  to 
have  exercised  his  discretion,  and,  in  execu- 
tion of  this  power,  to  have  seized  the  property 
of  a  (»tize&:  what  does  the  latter  do!  The 
bonds  are  fixed;  it  may  be  assumed,  fairly 
fixed ;  tiie  surety  ia  foond,  and  the  party  pro-' 
oeeds  <m  his  way  over  the  line,  into  tiie  adjoin- 
ing country,  in  the  very  £iice  and  eyes  of  the 
officers  of  Government.  Who  is  to  prevent 
this  ?  Nothing  in  this  law  gives  any  power  of 
prevention  to  anybody.  What  becomes  of 
the  bond?  It  ia  in  the  hands  of  one  of  these 
officers ;  perhaps  it  may,  by  good  fortune,  hav6 
been  put  into  the  bands  of  a  district  attorney. 
How  is  he  to  know  whether  the  obligation  has 
been  violated — the  bond  broken  ?  How  is  he 
to  prove  that  these  arms  or  munitions  of  war, 
or  whatever  else  had  been  seized  and  ^veu  up 
upon  the  bond,  have  been  used  in  the  manner 
designated!  Bees  bis  Jurisdlotion  extend  to 
the  only  place  where  tnese  fijicts  can  be  as- 
certained— beyond  the  line! 


IN  BBNATK. 

UoHDAT,  Fehmary  19. 
PM^xmement  i^f  t?u  Sub-Treatury  Bill. 

Mr.  BncHAiTAN  addressed  the  Senate :  I  rise 
to  present  to  the  Senate  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  which  I  received 
from  Governor  Bitn^  on  yesterday  afternoon, 
requesting  their  BepresentativeB  in  Congress, 
and  instmoting  ttieir  Senators,  "to  vote  and 
use  th^  influence  for  a  postponement,  until  the 
next  season  of  Congress,  of  the  act  introduced 
by  the  Hod.  Silas  Wkght,  of  New  York, 
oonmumly  oaPed  the  Sub-Treasuiy  bill,  or  any 
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other  act  or  acts  of  a  umilar  character ;  and 
that  they  vote  at  this  session  fw  no  act  ^  ft 
similar  natnre."  The  Legislature  also,  by  the 
same  resolution,  declared  that  they  "  uve  foU 
confidence  in  Mabtin  Van  Bvbbn,  and  in  the 
wisdom  and  intelligence  of  their  Democratio 
Senators  and  Bepresentatives  in  Congress;" 
and  further  instruct- and  request  their  Senators 
and  Bepresentatives  "  to  vote  for  such  a  mode 
of  receiving,  keeping,  and  disbursing  thepnUio 
moneys,  as  will  separate,  as  far  as  praoooahle^ 
the  banks  from  the  Government." 

I  feel  confident  that  the  Senato  will  pardon 
me,  considering  the  peculiar  position  in  whidi 
I  am  placed,  for  making  a  few  remarks  in  ex- 
planation of  the  course  which  I  intend  to  pur- 
sue under  tUs  restdution.  It  is  well  known, 
botii  to  Ihe  Senato  and  to  the  country,  that  at 
the  last  sesdon  of  Congress,  I  presented  my 
views  in  detail  in  favor  of  a  separation  of  the 
Treasury  fnHn  all  banks,  as  fiscal  agents  of 
the  Government.  My  opmion  upon  this  sub- 
ject  remains  unchanged :  ni^,  it  has  been  con- 
firmed by  subsequent  events  and  sabeequent 
reflections.  After  a  careful  examination  of  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
as  it  has  been  rince  amended,  I  think,  in  the 
mfdn,  it  is  well  calculated  to  carry  into  practice 
this  principle  of  separation.  Whilst  it  increases 
Executive  patronage  to  a  verr  small  extent* 
and  no  more  than  is  absolntoly  neoessary  to 
carry  into  efiect  its  prindplea,  it  confers  no 
power  whatever  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  over  the  pabUo  money,  except  'that 
which  he  has  exerdsed  ever  since  the  oriran 
of  the  pressent  Government ;  and  a  provinon 
of  the  bill,  which  baa  never  existed  heretofore, 
renders  it  impossible  that  the  ordinary  Treas- 
ury drafts  which  are  delivered  to  the  public 
creditors  should  ever  be  used  as  currency. 
With  some  further  amendments,  which  I  need 
not  now  specify,  but  which  I  had  intended  to 
move,  on  a  proper  occasion,  I  should  have  ^ven 
a  cheerful  snm>ort  to  this  bilL  But  I  am  in- 
sbruoted:  and  it  remains  for  me  to  dedde 
what  course  I  ought  to  porsoe,  under  this 
change  (tf  drcnnutancea. 

Ever  rinoe  I  was  cimUe  of  forming  an  <qnn- 
ion  upon  this  subject,  I  have  believed  that  the 
Lerislatnres  of  the  several  States  had  a  right 
to  uiBtruct  their  Senators.  In  my  opinion,  this 
ri^ht  results  from  the  very  nature  of  our  con- 
stitution, which  is  a  Federal  compact  between 
distinct  and  soverei^  States.  It  has  even 
been  considered,  with  but  few  exceptions,  a 
fundamental  article  in  the  political  creed  irf 
that  party  to  which  I  am  ptoud  to  belong.  I 
have,  in  public  and  in  private,  in  the  &ce  of 
the  Senate  and  before  the  country,  often  ex- 
pressed this  opinion ;  and  I  shall  never  preach 
one  doctrine  of  political  foith,  and  practise 
auothw. 

I  know  that  scnne  of  mrymost  valued  Mends 
in  Fennsylvania  who  hald  the  right  of  instruc- 
tion to  be  sacred,  are  of  opinion,  tiiat,  under 
the  peculiar  oironmstaiioes  ot  this  casC}  I  on|^ 
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to  disobey  these  InGtrnctions.  Bat  do  they  not 
perceive  that  if  the  Senator  can  look  behind  his 
instmctions,  the  right  is  at  once  abandoned  ? 
Under  the  pretext,  or,  if  you  please,  nnder  the 
hooest  belief,  that  they  do  not  speak  the  voice 
of  the  people,  or  that  they  have  been  corruptly 
or  improperly  obtained,  a  Senator  conld  always 
justify  bunself  to  himself  for  disobedienoe.  I 
■hall,  thra«fore,  not  disobey  my  instmctions. 
Itj  only  oltemMve,  then,  is  dther  to  obey  or 
tore^gn. 

Upon  qnestions  of  mere  ezpedi^cy,  in  which 
no  oonstitntional  prindples  are  involved,  it 
ongbt  to  he  a  very  strong  case  to  indnce  the 
Senator  to  abandon  his  post  If  every  differ- 
ence of  opinion  between  the  Senator  and  his 
L^islatnre  Bhonld  produce  this  effect,  the  riffbt 
of  iDstmction  itself  wonld  soon  grow  into  dis- 
repnte,  and  the  Senatorial  term  of  six  years,  as 
fixed  by  the  conetitDtion,  wonld  terminate 
whatever  snoh  a  conflict  of  oinnlon  ahotild 
arise. 

I  can  conceive  of  extreme  cases  in  whidi,  on 
questions  of  mere  en>edienoy,  an  hmorable 
man  might  feel  himself  disgraoed  in  even  be- 
coming tiie  agent  to  give  the  vote  of  his  State. 
No  person,  of  any  party  with  whom  I  have 
otKiTersed,  considers  the  present  to  be  each  a 
case ;  and  I  am  confirmed  in  my  own  opinion 
upon  this  subject  by  the  example  of  the  Senator 
from  Tennewee,  (Mr.  Grttndt.)  I  shall,  there- 
fore, obey  my  instruotioos  honestly  and  in  good 
£^tb ;  and,  like  him,  on  every  question  of  pro- 
posed amendments,  shall  g^ve  such  a  vote  as  a 
fair  and  honorable  opponent  of  the  bill  ought, 
in  my  jad^ent,  to  give. 

The  L^ialatnre  of  Pennsylvania  have  shown 
to  the  world  that  tbey  Justly  wpredate  the 
merits  of  the  statesmao  wh<Hn  tne  people  of 
the  United  States  have  placed  at  the  head  of 
fhe  Oovernment,  by  declaring  "  tbeir  flill  con- 
fidmoe  in  Mabtin  Yak  Bubsn."  Snch  a  well- 
deserved  tribute  to  superior  merit  might  be 
considered  as  the  inoense  of  flattery,  had  it 
been  offered  by  his  political  friends.  The  re- 
Terse  is  the  case  upon  the  present  occarion. 
The  resolution  cont^ning  this  expression  of 
confidence,  on  its  flnsl  passage,  received  the 
vote  of  every  Opposition  member  of  the  Bouse 
of  Representatives,  aud,  I  am  informed,  of  the 
Senate,  whether  ^hig  or  Antimason,  and  was 
approved  by  Joseph  Bitner,  Governor.  Thus, 
even  his  very  eneuues  are  made  to  prsise  him. 

A  compliment  eqnally  well  deserved  la  pud 
by  tite  resolation  to  the  Democratic  portion  of 
the  Bepresentatives  of  the  State  in  Oongress. 
I  hearmy  commend  the  Le^ature  fo  rexpress- 
ing  fiiU  confidffiice  in  their  wisdom  and  intelli- 
gence. A  more  firm,  faitlifnl,  inteUigent,  and 
patriotic  set  of  men  has  never  represented 
Pennsylvania. 

We  are  also  instructed,  in  the  conclusion  of 
the  resolotion,  *'  to  vote  for  such  a  mode  of 
receiving,  keeping,  and  disbursing  the  public 
numeys,  as  will  separate,  as  far  as  practicable, 
tiw  MDU  fiwn  the  Goreniment."  Kow  it  is 


[25xxt  Coso. 

OUT  duty,  if  posuble,  to  reconcile  and  render 
consistent  the  first  with  the  last  clause  of  the 
instruction,  and  to  give  to  each  of  them  its 
proper  weight.  Hy  conception  of  their  mean- 
ing, when  thus  fhirly  constmed,  is,  that  whilst 
we  are  bound  to  oppose  the  separation  of  the 
bulks  from  the  Government  in  the  manner  pro- 

?)sed  by  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  sew 
ork,  or  by  any  bOl  of  a  similar  nature,  yet  we 
an  equally  instructed  to  support  any  otJier  and 
diflbroit  "mode  of  recdvmg,  keeping  and 
disbnrsicg  the  public  moneys,  wbdch  wiU  separ 
rate,  as  mr  as  practicable,  the  banks  fitxn  the 
Government"  In  short,  the  Legislaturo  are 
fiiendly  to  such  a  sepuation;  but  tbey  are 
opposed  to  its  accomplishment  in  the  manner 
proposed  by  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate. 
Whether  any  other  practicable  mode  of  effect- 
ing this  separation  can  be  devised,  I  ahall  not  at 
present  pretend  to  say. 

Mr.  BnoHANA2i  presented  the  resolutions,  and 
^ave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the  fii^t  cOTveD- 
lent  (^portnnity,  after  consulting  his  colleague, 
move,  in  obedience  to  bis  instructiona,  to  post- 
pone the  bill  reported  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  until  the  next  sesntm  of  ConmssL 
Hr.  Waleeb  presented  the  oredentius  oi 
the  Hon.  J.  F.  Tbottbb,  Senator  ^ect  from 
Misnsmppt  Hr.  Thottke  was  then  duly  quali- 
fied, and  took  bis' seat.  ' 

Independent  Treatwy. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentiicky,  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  and  after  some  preliminaiT'  ohaonralioii^ 
went  on  to  say : 

Hitherto,  I  nave  considered  this  new  prcgeft 
as  it  is,  according  to  its  true  nature  and  char- 
acter, and  what  ft  must  inevitably  beoomfc  I 
have  not  nanuned  it  as  it  is  not,  but  as  its 
Mends  wonld  repreoait  it  to  be.  Th^  boM 
out  the  idea  that  it  is  a  rimple  owtriTanee  to 
colleot,  to  keep,  and  to  disburse,  the  puWc  rer- 
enue.  In  that  view  of  it,  every  eoi^deratSou 
of  safety  and  security  recommends  the  tigeaej 
of  responsible  oorporati(Hia,  rather  than  the 
employment  of  particular  individuals.  It  has 
been  shown,  during  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that  the  amount  which  has  been  lost  by  tb« 
defalcation  of  individuals  has  exceeded  three 
or  four  times  the  amount  of  all  that  has  been 
lost  by  the  local  banks,  although  the  sums  con- 
fided to  the  care  of  individuals  hare  not  been 

C*  ably  one-tenth  part  oS  the  amount  that  has 
in  the  custody  of  the  local  banks.  And 
we  all  know  that,  during  the  forty  years  of  tiie 
existence  (rf  the  two  Banla  of  the  Uidted  Stated 
not  one  cent  was  lost  of  the  public  revenue. 

Who,  Hr.  Preddent,  are  the  most  con^icaoos 
of  those  who  perseveringly  pressed  this  iASL 
upon  OoDgress  and  the  American  people  t  Its 
drawer  is  the  distinguished  gentieman  in  the 
white  house  not  far  off;  its  endorser  is  the 
distinguished  Senator  from  South  Oarolina,  here 
present  What  the  drawer  thinks  of  the  en- 
dorser, his  cautious  reserve  and  stifled  oimity 
prevent  us  from  knowing.  But  the  frankness 
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of  the  endorser  has  not  left  as  in  the  same  ig- 
norance with  respect  to  his  opinion  of  the 
drawer,  no  has  often  expressed  it  npoo  the 
floor  of  the  Senate.  On  an  occasion  not  verj 
distant,  denying  to  him  any  of  the  nobler  qnal- 
ities  of  the  rojal  beast  of  the  forest,  he  attrib- 
uted to  him  those  which  belong  to  the  most 
crafty,  most  sknlkinf^,  and  one  of  the  meanest 
of  the  qnadraped  tribe.  Hr.  President,  it  is 
due  to  myself  to  say,  that  I  do  not  altogether 
share  with  tbe  Senator  ftom  South  Oarolina 
in  this  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  I  have  always  found  him,  in  his  man- 
ners and  deportment,  oivil,  oourteoos,  and  gen- 
tlemanly ;  and  he  diepenses,  in  the  noble  raan- 
Aon  which  he  now  oocnnies,  one  worthy  the 
rendence  of  the  Chief  Ha^strat«  of  a  great 
people,  a  generona  and  liberal  hospitality.  An 
acquaintance  with  him  of  more  than  twenty 
years'  duration  has  inspired  me  with  a  rMpect 
for  the  man,  although,  I  r^^t  to  be  oompeUed 
to  say,  I  detest  the  magistrate. 

The  eloquent  SeneXoT  from  South  Oarolina 
has  intimated  the  course  ot  my  Mends  and  my- 
self, in  oppo^g  this  bUL  was  unpatriotic,  and 
that  we  ought  to  have  followed  in  his  lead ; 
and,  in  a  late  letter  of  his,  he  has  spoken  of  his 
alliimce  with  us,  and  of  his  motives  for  quitting 
it.  I  ctmnot  admit  the  justice  of  his  reproach. 
We  united,  if,  indeed,  there  were  any  alliance 
in  the  case,  to  restrun  the  enormoua  expansion 
of  Executive  power ;  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
corruption;  to  rebuke  usnrpation ;  and  to  drive 
the  Goths  and  Vandals  f^om  the  ci^ital ;  to 
expel  Brennus  and  his  horde  from  Rome,  who, 
when  he  threw  his  sword  into  the  scale,  to  aug- 
ment the  ransom  demanded  from  tiie  Mistress 
of  the  world,  showed  his  preference  for  gold ; 
that  he  was  a  hard-money  ohiefldn.  It  was 
by  the  much  more  valuable  metal  of  inn  that 
M  was  drivMi  fimn  her  gates.  And  how  oftui 
have  we  witnessed  the  Senator  from  South  Oar- 
olina, with  woeful  coontenanoe,  and  in  doleM 
strains,  pouring  finth  touching  and  mournful 
eloqnenoe  on  the  d^^eracy  of  the  times,  and 
the  downward  tendency  of  the  Bepublic  ?  Day 
after  day,  in  the  Senate,  have  we  seen  the  dis- 
plays of  nis  lofty  and  impasaioned  eloquence. 
Although  I  shared  largely  witii  the  Senator  in 
hia  prehension  for  the  purity  of  our  institu- 
tions, and  tbe  permanency  of  civil  liberty,  dis- 
posed always  to  look  at  the  brighter  ride  of 
human  aSUra.  I  was  scnnethnes  inclined  to  hope 
that  the  vivid  imapnatu»  oi  the  Senator  had 
depicted  tiie  dangers  1^  which  we  were  encom- 
passed in  somewhat  strongw  colors  than  they 
justified.  The  arduous  contest  in  which  we 
were  so  long  engaged  was  abont  to  terminate 
In  a  glorkms  victory.  The  very  ol^ect  fbr 
which  the  alliance  was  formed  was  about  to  be 
accwnplished.  At  this  critic^  moment  the  Sen- 
ator Im  us ;  he  left  us  for  the  very  purpose  of 
preventing  the  success  of  the  common  cause. 
He  took  up  his  musket,  knapsack,  and  shot- 
poudi,  and  joined  tiie  other  parly.  He  went, 
noree,  foot,  and  dragoon,  and  he  himself  eom- 
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posed  the  whole  corps.  He  went,  as  his  pres- 
ent most  distinguished  ally  commenced  with 
his  expunging  resolution,  aolitary  and  alone. 
The  earliest  instance  recorded  in  history,  within 
my  recollection,  of  on  ally  drawing  oft"  his  forces 
from  tiie  combined  army,  was  that  of  Achilles 
at  the  siege  of  Troy.  He  withdrew,  with  all  his 
troops,  and  remained  in  the  netohbra-hood,  in 
sullen  and  dignified  inactivity.  Bnt  he  did  not 
join  the  Trojan  forces ;  and  when,  dnriiig  the 
pr<wre8s  of  the  siege,  his&itiiM  friend  foU  in 
batue,  he  raised  his  avenging  arm,  drove  the 
Trojans  back  into  the  ^ites  of  Troy,  and  satiated 
his  vengeance  by  slaying  Priam^s  noblest  and 
dearest  son,  the  finest  hero  in  the  immortal 
Diad.  But  Achilles  had  been  wronged,  or 
imagined  himself  wronged,  in  the  person 
of  ^e  fair  and  beautiful  Brlseis.  We  did  no 
wron^  to  the  distinguished  Senator  from  South 
Oarohna.  On  the  contrary,  we  re^>eoted 
him,  confided  in  his  great  and  acknowledged 
ability,  his  uncommon  genius,  his  extencdve  ex- 
perience, hia  supposed  patriotism:  above  all, 
we  confided  in  his  stem  and  inflexible  fidelity. 
Nevertheleira,  he  left  us,  and  kdned  our  com- 
mon opponents,  distrusting  and  distrusted.  He 
left  ua,  as  he  tells  us  in  his  Edgefield  letter,  be- 
cause tiie  victory  which  our  common  arms  were 
about  to  achieve,  was  not  to  enure  to  him  and 
his  party,  but  exdusively  to  the  benefit  of  his 
allies  and  their  cause.  I  thought  that,  actuated 
by  patriotism,  (that  nobl^t  of  human  virtues,) 
we  had  been  contending  together  for  our  com- 
mon oonntry,  for  her  vi^ated  rights,  her  threat- 
ened liberties,  her  prostrate  constitution.  Never 
did  I  suppose  that  personal  or  party  considera* 
tions  entered  into  our  views.  Whether,  if  vic- 
tory shall  ever  again  be  about  to  perch  nptm 
the  standard  of  the  qxnls  party,  (the  denomtaur 
Hon  which  the  Senatw  mm  South  Carolina 
h»  so  often  given  to  his  present  allies,)  he  wQl 
not  feel  himself  construned,  by  the  principles 
on  whioh  he  has  acted,  to  leave  them,  becanse  it 
may  not  enure  to  tbe  Iwnefit  of  himself  uid  his 
party,  I  leave  to  be  adjusted  l)etween  themselves. 

The  speech  of  the  Senator  from  South  Oaro- 
lina was  plausible,  ingenious,  abstract,  meta- 
physical, and  generalizing.  It  did  not  appear 
to  me  to  be  adapted  to  the  bosoms  and  business 
of  human  life.  It  was  aSrial,  and  not  very  fai|;h 
op  in  the  air,  Mr.  President^-  either ;  not  qnito 
as  high  as  Hr.  Ol^ton  was  in  his  last  ascension 
in  his  balloon.  The  Senator  announced  that 
there  was  a  single  alternative,  and  no  escape 
&om  one  or  the  othw  branch  of  It,  He  stated 
that  we  must  take  the  bill  under  consideration, 
or  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Virginia.  I  do  not  concur  in  that  statement  of 
the  case.  There  is  another  ctrarse  embraced  in 
neither  branch  of  the  Senator's  alternative ;  and 
that  course  is  to  do  nothing :  fdways  the  wisest 
when  yon  are  not  oerttun  what  yon  ought  to 
do.  Let  us  suppose  that  neither  branch  of  the 
alternative  is  accepted,  and  that  nothing  ia 
done:  what,  then,  would  be  the  oonseqaenoet 
There  would  be  a  restontKn  <tf  the  law  of 
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1789,  vith  its  oaations  proTisions  and  securi- 
ties, proTided  by  the  wisdcnn  of  our  ancestors, 
whion  has  been  bo  Irampled  upon  bj  the  late 
jmd  present  AdminiBtrations.  By  that  law, 
ertabusblng  the  Treasury  Department,  the 
treasure  ai  the  United  States  is  to  be  received, 
kept,  and  disbursed  by  the  Treasurer,  under  a 
bond  with  ample  security,  under  a  large  penalty 
fixed  by  law,  and  not  left,  as  this  bill  leaves  it, 
to  the  uncertain  discretion  of  a  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  If,  therefore,  we  were  to  do  nothing, 
that  law  would  be  revived ;  the  Treasurer 
would  have  the  custody,  as  he  ought  to  have, 
of  the  pablio  money,  and  doabtless  he  would 
make  special  deposits  of  it  in  all  instances  with 
safe  ana  sound  State  banks,  as  in  arane  oase» 
tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  now  oUiged  to 
do.  Thus,  we  shoald  have  In  operation  that 
Tery  q>eeial  deporit  qrst^  so  much  derired  by 
•ome  gentlemen,  by  which  the  pablio  money 
would  remain  separated  and  UDmixed  with  the 
money  (tf  banks.  There  is  yet  anotlier  course, 
nnembraoed  by  eithei'  branch  of  the  altemative 
presented  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina ; 
and  that  is  to  establish  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  constitnted  according  to  the  old  and  ap- 
proved method  of  forming  such  an  institution, 
tested  and  sanctioned  by  experlenoe;  a  Bank 
<tf  the  United  States  which  should  blend  public 
and  private  interests,  and  be  subject  to  public 
and  private  control,  united  togeillier  in  such 
manner  as  to  present*  safe  and  salutary  checks 
againrt  all  abuses.  The  Senator  mistakes  his 
own  abandonment  of  that  institation  as  ours. 
I  know  that  the  party  in  power  has  barricaded 
itself  against  the  establishment  of  such  a  baok. 
It  adopted,  at  the  last  extra  season,  the  extra- 
ordinary and  unprecedented  resolution,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  should  not  have 
such  a  bank,  although  it  might  be  manifest  that 
there  was  a  dear  majority  of  them  demanding 
it.  But  the  day  may  come,  and  I  trust  is  not 
distant,  when  the  wUl  of  the  people  must  pre- 
vail in  the  councils  of  thor  own  Qovemment ; 
and  when  it  does  arrive,  »  bank  will  be  estab- 
lished. 

The  Senator  from  Booth  Oarolina  reminds  us 
that  we  denounced  the  pet  bank  system ;  and 
so  we  did,  and  BO  we  do.  But  does  it  tiierefore 
follow  that,  bad  as  tbi^  system  was,  we  must 
be  driven  into  the  acceptance  of  a  system  infl- 
niteljy  worse  t  He  tells  ns  that  the  bill  under 
consideration  takes  the  public  funds  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Executive,  and  places  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  law.  It  does  no  such  tiling.  They 
are  now  without  law,  it  is  true,  in  the  cnstody 
of  the  Executive ;  and  the  bill  proposes  by  law 
to  confirm  them  in  that  cnstody,  at^d  to  convey 
new  and  enormous  powers  of  control  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive over  them.  Every  cnstodary  of  the 
pnblio  fimds  |Hwvided  by  the  bill  is  a  creature 
of  the  ExeciiUT&  depeiKlent  apon  his  breath, 
and  subject  to  tne  same  breath  for  removal, 
whenever  the  Execntire,  from  oapiioa,  frtnn 
^anay,  or  from  part/  motives,  sbsll  ohooae  to 
Older  it.  What  aalbty  is  there  for  the  pnhUc 
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money,  if  there  were  a  hundred  sabordinate 
executive  officers  chaiged  with  its  care,  whilst 
the  doctrine  of  the  absolute  uni^  of  the  whole 
Exeoative  power,  promulgated  by  the  last  Ad- 
ministration, and  persisted  in  by  this,  remains 
unrevoked,  and  unrebuked. 

Whilst  the  Senator  from  South  Carolhu  pro- 
fesses to  be  the  friend  of  State  banks,  ho  has 
attacked  the  whole  banking  syst^  of  the 
United  State&  He  is  their  friend;  he  tmly 
thinks  they  are  all  unconstitutional!  Whyt 
Because  the  coining  power  is  possessed  hj  Ute 
G^eral  GbverAment,  and  that  coining  power, 
he  argues,  was  intended  to  supply  a  currency 
of  the  predouB  metals;  bnt  the  State  banks 
absorb  tiie  predona  metals,  and  withdraw  them 
from  droolation,  and,  therefore,  are  in  ccmffict 
with  the  coining  power.  That  power,  aoocxd- 
ing  to  my  view  of  it,  is  nothing  but  a  naked 
authority  to  stamp  certain  pieces  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  in  fixed  propcMlions  of  alloy  and 
pore  metal,  prescribed  by  law,  so  that  their 
exact  value  may  be  known.  When  that  office 
is  performed,  the  power  is  Jkmetut  o^ieio;  ii» 
money  passes  out  of  the  Mint,  and  becomes  the 
lawfiu  property  of  those  who  legally  aoqnire  it 
They  may  do  with  it  as  tbey  please,  throw  it 
iato  the  ocean,  bury  it  in  the  earth,  or  melt  it 
in  a  crucible,  without  violating  any  law.  'When 
it  has  once  left  the  vaults  of  the  mint,  the  law- 
maker hw  nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  to  protect 
it  against  those  who  attempt  to  debase  or  oom- 
terfeit,  and,  subsequently,  to  pass  it  as  lAwfbl 
money.  In  the  sense  in  which  the  Soiator  sup- 
poses banks  to  ctmflict  with  the  ooiiUng  power, 
foreign  commerce,  and  especially  our  oommeroe 
with  China,  conflicts  with  it  much  more  exten- 
sively. That  is  the  great  absorbent  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  and  is,  therefore,  much  more  un- 
constitutional thau  the  State  banks.  For^sn 
commerce  sends  them  out  of  the  country ;  bu^ 
retain  them  within  it  The  distinguished  Son- 
ator  is  no  enemy  to  the  banks ;  he  merely  thinks 
them  iqjurioQs  to  the  morals  and  industry  ftf 
the  country.  He  likes  them  -very  but  be 
nevertheless  believes  that  they  levy  a  tax  v£ 
twenty-five  millions  annually  on  the  indnstiT 
of  the  country  1  Let  us  examine,  Mr.  FMmdeut, 
how  this  enormous  and  iniquitous  aseeasment 
is  made,  according  to  the  argument  oS  the  Sea- 
ator  from  South  Carolina.  He  states  that  then 
is  a  mass  of  debt  due  from  the  community  to 
the  banks,  amouoting  to  |47B,000,000,  the  in- 
terest upon  which,  constltiiting  about  that  som 
of  126,000,000,  forma  the  exceptionable  tax. 
Now,  this  sum  is  not  p^d  by  the  whcde  com- 
munity, but  only  by  those  individuals  who  ob- 
tun  aisoounta  from  the  banks.  They  borrow 
money  at  tax  per  cent,  interest,  and  invest  it  in 
profitable  adventures,  or  otherwise  employ  it 
They  would  not  borrow  it  if  they  did  not  sup- 
pose they  ooold  make  profit  by  it;  and  the 
probability  is  that  they  do  make  profit  bj  it. 
Instasd,  therefore,  ttf  there  bdng  any  loss  in 
the  operation,  there  ia  an  acttuu  gain  to  the 
WHnmnnity,  by  the  enesa  U  profit  nude  be- 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONOBSSa 


629 


3d  Sxas.] 

70Qd*8ix  per  cent  interest,  which  they  pay. 
What  are  hanks!  They  are  mere  organized 
aoenoies  for  the  loan  of  money  and  the  transao- 
of  monetary  bnsineas ;  regnlated  agencies 
acting  under  the  prescriptionB  of  Iflw,  and  sab- 
ject  to  a  responsibility,  moral  and  1^^  far 
transcending  that  under  which  any  private  cap- 
italist operates.  A  number  of  persons  not  choos- 
ing to  lend  ont  their  money  privately,  aMxuate 
together,  bring  their  respective  capitals  into  a 
common  stock,  which  is  controlled'  and  man- 
aged by  the  corporate  government  of  a  bank. 
If  DO  aasocialion  whatever  had  been  formed,  a 
large  portion  of  this  capital,  a  large  portion, 
therefor^  of  that  very  debt  of  $476,000,000, 
wonld  still  exist,  in  the  shape  of  private  loans. 
The  Senator  from  Soath  Carolina  might  as  well 
collect  the  aggr^ate  amount  of  all  the  mort- 
gagesL  bonda,  and  notes  which  have  been  ex- 
ecuted in  the  Fnited  States  tor  loans,  and  assert 
that  the  interest  ptUd  upon  the  total  snm  con- 
atitnted  a  tax  levied  upon  the  community. 

In  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
banks  from  the  oonimanity,  and  from  the  banks 
to  the  conmranity,  l^ere  wonld  not  be  as  much 
^fficolty  as  the  Senator  seems  to  apprehend. 
From  the  mass  of  debts  due  to  the  bfutks  are  to 
be  deducted,  first,  the  amount  of  subscriptions 
which  constitute  their  capitals ;  secondly,  the 
amount  of  deposits  to  the  credit  of  individnah 
in  their  custody ;  and,  thirdly,  Ihe  amount  of 
their  notes  in  circulation.  How  eanly  will 
these  mutual  debts  neutralize  each  other  I  The 
some  jperiOQ,  in  nonUierleBB  Instance^  will  com- 
bine in  himself  the  relations  both  of  creditor 
and  debtor. 

The  only  general  operation  of  banks  beyond 
their  discounts  and  debits,  which  pervades 
the  whole  commanlty,  is  that  of  iVinushing  a 
circulation  la  redeemable  p^r,  beyond  the 
araoont  of  specie  to  redeem  it  in  their  vaults. 
And  can  it  be  doubted  that  this  additional  sup- 
ply of  money  fhmishes  a  powerful  stimulus  to 
industry  and  production,  fully  compensating 
any  casual  inconveniences,  which  sometimes, 
though  rarely,  occur  I  Banks  reduce  the  rate 
of  interest,  um.  repress  inordhiate  usury.  The 
salutary  influence  of  banking  operations  is  de- 
monatnted  in  countries  and  sections  of  eonntty 
where  they  prevul,  when  contrasted  with  those 
in  which  they  are  not  found.  In  the  former, 
all  is  busUe,  activity,  general  prosperity.  The 
country  is  l}eautified  and  adorned  by  the  noble 
works  of  internal  improvement ;  the  cities  are 
filled  with  8i)lendid  edifices,  and  the  wharves 
covered  with  the  rich  productions  of  our  own 
or  of  foreign  climates.  In  tiie  latter,  all  is  slng- 
^shness,  slothfnlness,  and  inactivity.  England, 
in  modem  time,  illustrates  the  great  advantages 
of  banks,  of  credit,  and  of  stimnkted  industry. 
Contrast  her  with  Sp^  destitute  of  all  those 
advantages.  In  ancient  times,  Athens  would 
present  an  image  of  fbll  and  active  employment 
of  all  the  eoiamea  of  man,  carried  to  the  high- 
est f<Ant  vX  dTQlution,  while  her  neighbor, 
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Sparta,  with  her  iron  money,  affords  anothw 
of  tiie  boasted  benefits  of  metallic  circulation. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  would  do 
the  banks  no  harm ;  but  they  are  deemed 
him  highly  injurious  to  the  planting  interest!' 
According  to  him,  they  inflate  pricea,  and  tiie 
poor  planter  sells  his  productions  .for  hard 
money,  and  has  to  purchase  his  supplies  at  the 
swollen  prices  produced  by  a  paper  medium. 
Now,  I  must  dissent  altogether  irom  the  Seni^ 
tor's  statement  of  the  case.  England,  the  prin- 
cipal customer  of  the  planter,  is  qnite  as  much, 
if  not  more,  a  p^r  country  than  ours.  And 
the  paper-money  prices  of  the  one  country  are 
neuti-alized  by  the  paper-money  prices  of  the 
other  ooantry.  If  the  argument  were  true, 
that  a  paper-money  country  trades  diaadvan- 
tageonaly  with  a  hard-money  country,  we  onj^t 
to  contanne  to  nnploy  a  paper  mediom,  to 
comiterbalanee  tiie  p^ier  medium  of  Etwiand. 
And  if  we  were  to  banish  our  pt^r,  and  snb- 
stitute  altogether  a  metallic  enrrent^,  we  should 
be  exposed  to  the  very  inequality  which  has 
been  insisted  upon.  But  there  is  nothing  in 
that  view  of  the  matter  which  is  presented  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Oarolina.  If,  as  he 
asserts,  prices  were  always  inflated  in  this 
country  beyond  their  standard  in  Englmd,  the 
rate  of  exchange  wonld  be  constantly  ag^nst 
us.  An  examination,  however,  into  the  actual 
state  of  exchange  between  the  two  countries, 
for  a  long  series  of  years,  evinces  that  it  has 
generally  been  in  onr  fovor.  In  the  direct  trade 
Mtwem  Enj^and  and  this  oonntry,  I  have  no 
doubt  Ihere  la  a  large  anunal  baunce  agunst 
us ;  bnt  that  balance  Is  actinsted  and  Uqnidated 
by  balances  in  our  &Tor  m  other  branches  of 
our  foreign  trade,  which  have  finally  eonoen- 
trated  in  England,-  as  the  great  oentie  fsi  tin 
commercial  world. 

Of  all  the  interests  and  branches  of  industry 
in  this  oonntry,  none  has  profited  more  by  the 
use  and  employment  of  credit  uid  capital 
derived  fh>m  banks  and  other  sources,  than  tiie 
planting  interest.  It  habitually  employs  credit 
in  all  countries  where  planting  agriculture  pre- 
vuls.  The  States  of  Alabama,  llWdsanppi,  Ar- 
kansas, and  Louisiana,  have  almost  ^rung  into 
existence^  as  it  were,  \iy  mario,  w,  at  least, 
have  been  vastiy  improved  and  extended  nndw 
the  influence  of  the  oredit  mrstem.  Land^ 
slaves,  utensils,  beasts  of  burden,  and  other 
supplies,  have  been  constantiy  bought,  and  still 
continue  to  be  purchased,  npon  credit;  uid 
bank  agency  is  all-essential  to  mve  the  most 
beneflcltd  <^ration  to  these  erects.  But  the 
argnment  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
which  I  am  combating,  wonld  not  be  correct, 
if  it  were  true  that  we  have  inflated  prices  on 
this  side  of  the  Atiantic,  without  a  correspond- 
ing inflation  of  price  on  the  other  side ;  because 
the  planter  generally  selling  at  home,  and  buy- 
ing at  home,  the  proceeds  of  his  sale,  whatever 
they  may  be,  oonstitnte  the  means  by  whldi 
he  effects  his  purchases,  and  oonseqnentiy  nen- 
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tnliiB  eadi  o&w.  In  what  do  we  (tf  tiie 
Vert  ToodTe  pwrnent  for  the  immenae  qnanti^ 
of  live  Btook  and  other  produce  of  oar  indnstiT, 
vhlefa  we  annnolljr  sell  to  the  Sooth  and  Sonth- 
weat,  hot  that  paper  mediara  now  so  much  de- 
cried and  deaooDced  t  The  Senatw  from  SoqUi 
Oandina  ia  very  fond  of  the  State  banka ;  hot 
he  thinka  there  is  no  legitimate  cnrrenoy  except 
that  of  the  conatitntion.  He  contends  that  the 
power  which  the  Government  possesses  to  im- 
poee  taxes  restricts  it,  in  thur  payment,  to  the 
receipt  of  the  preoious  metals.  Bat  the  consti- 
tntion  does  not  say  so.  The  x>ower  ia  given  in 
broad  and  onreatricted  ternu :  and  the  Govem- 
Beot  is  hit  at  liberfy  to  collect  the  taxes  in 
whatever  medimn  or  commodity,  feom  the  exi- 
nndea  of  the  oase^  it  can  collect  &em.  It  is, 
doabtlesa,  mndi  the  moat  oonvenieut  to  collect 
them  in  money,  beoanse  that  represents,  or  can 
command,  every  thing,  the  want  of  which  is 
implied  by  tiiie  power  of  taxation.  Bat  snp- 
poae  there  was  no  money  in  the  country,  none 
whatever,  to  be  extorted  by  the  tax-gatherers 
tnm  an  impoverished  people :  is  the  power  of 
Government  to  cease,  and  the  people  to  be 
thrown  hack  into  a  state  of  natare  f  The  Sen- 
ator aaks  if  taxes  conld  be  levied  and  collected 
in  tobacco,  in  cotton,  and  other  commodities  1 
Undoubtedly  they  ooold,  If  the  necessity  exist- 
ed lor  audi  an  inccmvenimt  imposition.  Snch 
a  oase  d  necesei^  did  exist  in  the  colony  of 
Virginia,  ud  other  oc^onlea,  prior  to  the  Bevo- 
Intlon,  and  tans  wm  accordingly  levied  in 
tobaeoo  or  othw  ocnunoditiea,  aa  wolf-aoalps, 
«T«k  at  this  day,  omnpoae  a  part  vt  tSM  revenue 
of  more  than  one  State. 

Tlie  argument,  Iben,  of  the  Senator  against 
tiie  right  of  the  Government  to  receive  bank 
notes  in  payment  of  public  dues,  a  practioe 
coeval  with  the  existence  of  the  Government, 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  sound.  It  is  not 
accurate,  for  another  reason.  Bank  uot^ 
when  convertible  at  the  will  of  the  holder  into 
n>eoie,  are  so  much  counted  or  told  nwoie,  like 
the  specie  which  is  conotod  and  put  m  marked 
lugs,  denoting  the  quantity  of  Uieir  contents. 
The  Senator  tells  va  that  it  haa  been  only  with- 
in a  ftw  dsya  that  he  has  diaoovered  that  it  is 
iDenl  to  receive  bank  notes  in  payment  of 
pnuio  does.  Does  he  think  that  tne  usa^^  of 
the  Government  under  all  its  administrations, 
and  with  every  party  in  power,  which  has  pre- 
TOiled  for  nigh  fifty  years,  ought  to  be  set  aside 
by  a  novel  theory  of  his,  just  dreamed  into 
exiatenoe,  even  if  it  possesses  the  merit  of  in- 
ffoinity  1  The  bill  under  oonnderation,  which 
has  been  eulogized  by  the  Senator  as  perfect  in 
its  structure  and  details,  contains  a  provision 
t^at  bank  notes  shall  be  received  in  diminished 
proportions,  daring  a  term  of  six  years.  He 
hinuelf  introdnoed  that  identical  prmciple.  It 
ia  tiie  only  part  of  tlie  Ull  that  is  emphatieany 
his.  How,  then,  can  he  contend  that  It  is  on- 
oonstitntional  to  recdve  bank  notes  in  u^muit 
of  public  dnea  ?  I  appeal  from  himself  to  him- 
aelt  The  Senator  farther  contends,  that  gen- 


[SSiB  Comi. 

eral  deposits  cannot  be  made  with  bauk%  and 
be  thus  oonfbonded  with  the  general  mass  of 
the  fhnds  on  which  th^  trmisact  bnrinesL 

The  argument  supposes  tiist  the  moneiy  col- 
lected for  taxes  must  be  preserved  in  id«atity ; 
bat  that  is  imposriUe,  wen,  to  do.  May  not  a 
collector  give  tlie  snuill  dutnge  which  be  has 
received  from  one  tax-payer  to  another  tax- 
payer, to  enable  him  to  effect  his  payment! 
May  he  not  change  gold  for  silver,  or  nee  mtso, 
or  both,  if  he  be  a  distant  collector,  to  obtain 
an  undoubted  remittance  to  the  public  Treas- 
ury ?  What,  If r.  President,  is  the  process  of 
making  deposits  with  banks!  The  depoAt  is 
made,  and  a  credit  isoDtered  fox  Its  amount  to 
the  Government.  That  credit  is  supposed  to 
be  the  exact  equivalent  of  the  amount  depodt- 
ed,  ready  and  forthcoming  to  the  Govonment 
whenever  It  is  wanted  ftlr  the  purposes  of  dis- 
bursement. It  is  immaterial  to  the  Govern- 
ment whether  it  receives  back  again  the  identical 
money  put  in,  or  other  money  of  equal  Talue^ 
Ail  that  it  wants  is  what  it  put  in  tiie  bank,  or 
its  equivalent;  and  that,  in  ordinary  times,  with 
such  prudent  banks  as  alone  ought  to  be  select- 
ed, it  is  sure  of  getting.  Again :  the  Treasury 
has  frequently  to  make  remittances  to  foreign 
countries,  to  meet  the  expendltare  necessary 
there  for  our  naval  sqnadrons,  and  other  por^ 
poses.  They  are  made  to  the  bankers,  to  the 
Barium  or  Uie  Bothschilds,  in  the  form  of  UDs 
of  exchange  purchased  in  the  market  the 
agents  of  the  Government  here,  with  money 
drawn  out  of  the  Treasury.  Here  is  one  oon- 
version  of  the  money  recMved  from  the  tax- 
gatherer  into  the  Treasury.  The  bills  are 
b-ansmitted  to  the  bankers,  honored,  paid,  and 
the  amount  credited  by  them  to  the  United 
States.  Are  the  bankers  bound  to  retain  the 
proceeds  of  the  bills  in  identity?  Are  they 
bound  to  do  more  than  credit  the  Government 
for  an  equal  amount,  for  which  they  stand 
responsible  whenever  it  is  wanted!  If  they 
should  happen  to  use  any  portion  of  those  vny 
proceeda  m  bills  remitted  to  them  in  thdr 
banking  operations,  wonld  it  he  drawing  money 
from  the  Treaaury,  contrary  to  the  proviaiona 
oi  the  coDstituliont 


H0U8S  OF  BEPBESBNTATIVZe. 

WBDmsDAT,  Febrnary  81. 

ymtral  BdatUmM. 

The  House  took  up  the  *'  Act  to  amend  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for 
the  punishment  of  owt^  c!rhnes  against  the 
United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  Uier^ 
mentioned.' " 

The  queslj<m  on  the  motion  of  Hr.  Wig*  to 
commit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
was  taken,  and  disagreed  to. 

The  question  then  pending  was  tlie  sufastitate 
ivr  part  of  the  first  and  the  wlmle  of  the  seowid 
sections  of  the  1^  sulmutted  by  Jtr.  "Battos. 

Mr.  HowABD  stated  tiiat  the  prindplsB  on 
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which  this  bill  vaB  bued,  had  been  the  uni- 
fena  principles  of  tbis  Ctoyernment  ever  sinoe 
ks  formation.  It  had  always  been  the  poller 
ct  tilts  Government  to  remain  at  peace  ■wiih  aU 
nations,  and  to  enforce  its  neutrality  whenever 
it  became  necessary  to  do  so.  This  principle 
vas  adopted  in  the  act  of  1794,  which  he  wished 
the  Home  to  bear  in  mind.  At  that  time  this 
eoantry  began  to  feel  the  sitoation  in  which  it 
was  placed,  by  being  called  upon  by  a  foreign 
power  to  enforce  its  neutrality.  Congress  then 
passed  a  law  to  prevent  the  enlistment  of  men, 
within  the  jorisaiotion  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  hoadlity  against  any 
Government  with  which  we  might  be  at  peace. 

This  bill  vested  pow»  In  the  President  to 
employ  the  army  and  navy  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing. this  law.  This  bill,  then,  only  pro- 
vided for  the  prevention  of  the  fitting  ont  of 
naval  expeditiras,  and  the  enlisting  of  soldiers 
within  onr  t^tory,  to  carry  on  war  agunst  a 
nation  with  which  we  might  be  at  peace.  Af- 
terwards, when  a  war  broke  out  between  France 
and  England,  it  became  necessary  to  make  far- 
ther provision  to  preserve  onr  neutrality  in  con- 
aeqnence  of  the  change  of  circnmstances.  It 
then  became  necessary  to  prevent  the  fitting 
out  oi  privateers  in  onr  waters ;  and  in  addition 
to  the  provisioas  of  the  law  of  1794,  it  became 
neoeasaiy  to  vest  in  the  TwAisxA  power  to  an- 
thorize  the  colleotora  to  seize  upon  vesads  fit- 
fang  ont  in  onr  waters.  Now,  the  ftoe  of  things 
has  agiun  changed,  and  it  becomes  necessary 
for  us  to  make  farther  changes  in  our  legisla- 
tion. In  consequence  of  the  small  nmnber  of 
our  collectors  on  the  frontier,  it  became  neces- 
sary that  the  President  shomd  call  to  his  aid 
other  ofiSoers,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  onr 
neutrality.  It  became  necessary  for  us  to  bring 
the  aid.  of  the  civil  power  to  oo-operate  with 
the  military  power  in  preserving  onr  neutrality, 
as  that  doty  is  now  conferred  almost  exclusively 
on  the  military  power.  This  he  considered  to 
be  improper,  and  hoped  gentlemen  were  not 
disposed  to  ke^  up  anoh  exhibitions  as  we  have 
had  for  the  last  few  weeks.  He  belied  we  were 
not  to  have  a  body  of  armed  men  marching  to 
and  fro,  arresting  and  disarming  persons  who 
might  be  about  to  violate  our  neutraUty,  when 
that  daty  could  be  as  well  and  better  performed 
by  the  civil  authority.  We  hare  recently  seen 
a  part  of  the  army  of -the  United  States,  engaged 
in  marching  several  hundred  miles,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arresting  and  disarming  some  two  or 
three  hnndred  persons,  who  had  assembled  for 
the  purpose  of  entering  Oanada.  This  was  a 
spectacle  which  he  did  not  desire  to  see  kept 
up,  and  he  hoped  the  House  woold  make  such 
provision  speedily  as  would  saperaede  the  ne- 
eesdty  of  each  military  operations.  The  dvil 
anthority,  he  maintained,  ou^t  first  to  be  ap- 
plied, and  when  it  failed,  there  wotdd  be  time 
enough  to  call  iu  the  aid  of  the  miUtary  power. 
The  civil  power,  however,  he  believed  would 
be  amply  soffident  to  preaure  onr  neutral  relar 
ti<Hu  with  Canada. 


[Faanur,  188& 

Mr.  HmoBB  contended  that  the  power  under 
^e  laws  of  1794  and  1818,  was  ample  for  the 
purpose  of  arresting  all  tha  exiieditions  whioh 
mignt  be  nndertaken  agunsl  Canada.  The  d<h 
feet  was  not  in  the  law,  but  in  the  administra* 
tion  of  the  law.  It  was  with  infinite  surprise 
that  he  had  seen  the  President  of  the  United 
States  call  upon  the  Governor  of  New  York  to 
issue  his  proclamation  to  enforce  a  law,  when 
the  Executive  shoold  have  issued  hia  own  proo* 
lamation,  as  it  was  a  law  of  the  United  States 
which  was  to  be  enforced. 

Ht.  Hoisst  oonndered  it  to  be  the  doty  {tf 
this  Government  to  preserve  its  nentraUty  tow- 
ards fdl  nations  with  which  it  might  be  at 
peace,  and  he  contended,  that  there  iraa  no 
way  of  doin^  this  but  b^  the  Government  pro- 
venting  its  citizens  from  mterfe  Aig  In  the  ouin 
of  foreign  Governments. 

This  principle  had  been  held  by  this  Govern- 
ment from  its  foundation,  and  he  would  a^ 
gentlemen  if  they  were  prepared  now  to  pursue 
a  different  coarse  of  policy?  He  referred  to 
the  correspondence  between  Hr.  Madison,  when 
Secretary  of  State,  and  Ur.  Pinckney,  onr  min- 
ister at  that  time  in  Spain,  in  which  Mr.  Mad- 
ison took  tbe  ground  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
that  Government  not  only  to  restrain  its  own 
citizens  from  fitting  ont  eiqpeditions  i^ainat  fiuv 
eign  Governments,  with  which  that  GoreriH 
ment  might  be  at.  peace,  tmt  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  that  Goyemment  to  restrain  foreigners 
within  their  borders  from  Interfralng  or  med- 
dling with  the  affairs  of  other  Governments. 

Mr.  Adaiis  denied  that  any  haste  was  neces- 
sary, for  this  was  not  a  case  of  the  tomahawk 
and  scalping-knife  character.  Mr.  A.  went  on 
to  argue  against  the  ori^al,  though  he  be- 
lieved he  should  vote  for  the  mo^ed  substi- 
tute to  the  first  section  submitted  1^  Mr. 
LooMiB,  and  tiiat  of  Mr.  Patton. 


Thvbsdat,  February  23. 

The  onestion  pending  was  on  agredng  to  the 
modified  amendment  cdrHr.  LoqhiBi  to  uie  first 

section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  ToiroBT  sud  It  had  been  objected  that 
tiie  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  tbe 
United  States  came  into  conflict  with  this  bill 
as  to  the  right  of  seizure.  He  apprehended, 
however,  that  tiiere  was  no  foundation  for  this 
oljjection,  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  fourth  article 
applied  merely  to  general  suirch  warrants,  and 
had  no  application  to  the  kind  of  seizures  re- 
ferred to  m  this  bill.  He  supposed  the  ease  of 
an  embargo  law  being  passed,  wonld  any  one 
donbt  that  the  officers  of  the  Government  would 
have  a  right  to  sdze  vessels  about  to  violate 
that  law!  Anin :  in  the  ease  of  goods  abont 
to  be  smn  ^led,  wonld  there  be  any  donbt  <tf 
the  right  of  Government  ofi3oers  to  seize  the 
goods?  This  was  his  idea  in  relation  to  this 
article  of  the  Oonatttntion  of  the  United  States 
on  this  Buljeet. 
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The  Constitntion  of  the  United  States  de- 
clares that  the  right  of  the  people  to  bear 
amis  shall  remain  inviolate.  Then  how  does 
Una  amendment  apply  to  the  case?  and  how 
are  the  people  to  lie  secured  in.  tbdr  right  to 
bear  arms,  if  this  amendment  passed.  Why,  if 
this  amenament  was  adopted,  any  citizen  of  the 
TTnited  States  who  might  be  found  with  arms 
or  munitions  of  war  in  his  possession,  and  he 
expressed  an  intention  of  nsing  them  in  carry- 
ing on  hostilities  in  a  contermlnons  country,  he 
is  gnilty  of  a  high  crime  by  your  law,  and  sub- 
ject to  fine  and  imprisonment  !N'ot  onl^  this^ 
but  if  he  has  any  wagon,  vessel,  or  vehicle  of 
any  description,  and  he  says  he  is  going  to  use 
those  vehicles  in  carrylog  on  any  war  in  a  con- 
terminons  territory,  they  are  liable  to  seizure, 
and  the  personfh  liable  to  a  fine  of  $8,000,  and 
imprisonment  for  three  years. 

These  wore  the  principles  of  this  amendment, 
and  these  were  principles  whidi  he. entirely 
detested  and  abhorred,  and  he  protested  a^nst 
tills  Und  of  I^^slatiOD.  Farther  than  this,  the 
amendment  under  consideration  would  apply 
in  a  most  odious  manner  to  persons  emigrating 
from  this  country  to  a  country  conterminous 
with  our  country.  If  a  citizen  of  this  country 
should  attempt  to  pass  from  this  country  to 
Mexico  or  Texas,  and  hostility  should  be  goios 
on  there,  he  might  have  his  property  seized, 
and  himself  fined  and  imprisoned  nnder  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section,  as  it  was  proposed  now 
to  amend  it  Further  than  this,  every  citizen 
<^  tiie  United  States  on  the  flintier  who  might 
have  arms  or  ammunition  in  his  possession,  and 
mis^t  en>re88  an  Intentiim  ci  viAag  tiiem  in  Hm 
prosecntiou  d  hostilities  in  a  oontermtnons 
oonntry,  he  would  be  snl^eot  to  the  penaltieB 
provided  in  this  section. 

Agi^ :  'if  Me^co  should  invade  Texas,  and 
a  citizen  wT  Texas  in  this  country  should  at- 
tempt to  go  home  to  his  own  country  to  defend 
his  own  soil,  he  would  be  subject  to  the  penal- 
ties of  this  bill,  and  thrown  into  Jail.  If,  on  the 
otiier  hand,  Texas  should  invade  Mexico,  uid 
any  citizen  from  Mexico  should  attempt  to  go 
from  this  country  to  defend  his  country,  h6 
would  be  held  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment 
Ag^tin :  if  any  Oanadian  or  any  snbieet  of  the 
^ng  of  Great  Britiun,  who  might  be  in  this 
oonntry,  should  attempt  to  go  home  while  hos- 
tiBties  were  going  on  there,  he  would  be  snb- 
to  the  penalties  here  imposed.  He  con- 
ed, if  this  bill  was  passed,  as  it  was  at- 
tempted to  amend  It,  and  it  was  attempted  to 
carry  out  its  provisions,  that  it  wotdd  mvolve 
tu  in  interminable  difficulties. 

The  act  of  1818,  in  his  opinion,  went  far 
enough,  and  as  far  as  any  act  ought  to  go,  and 
he  would  not  oonsent  to  go  beyond  the  prind- 
ple  contained  in  tiiat  law,  and  the  prindples 
under  which  we  had  acted,  without  being  in- 
volved in  diffioolties,  for  the  last  half  century. 
The  bill  of  tiie  Senate  was  drawn  up  with  an 
eye  to  tiiese  principles,  and  so  for  aa  it  went, 
he  was  willing  to  go,  but  no  farther. 


[25«i  Com. 

Mr.  Undsbwood  opposed  both  the  aamd- 
ment  submitted  by  the  gentionan  fecan  Kew 
York  and  the  orinnal  bill,  as  a  measure  en- 
tirely improper  to  be  adopted  by  this  country. 
"Ry  tb»  proTirions  <tf  tills  nil,  be  expeeted  Oult, 
m  case  of  difiieoltiefl  betwem  Mexico  and 
Texas,  the  dtixuis  of  the  West  m^t  be  pro- 
hibited from  trading  in  hcRWs  and  mnlea,  an 
-well  as  arms  and  ammnnitini,  with  the  people 
of  Texas  or  Mexico.  It  mi^t  also  prevent 
emigration  from  the  South  and  West  to  those 
countries,  or  it  may  prevent  emigration  firom 
'  the  United  States  to  Canada,  fiuppoee  a  party 
of'  a  hundred  families  going  from  the  W«rt  to 
Texas,  of  course  tbey  woud  take  their  rifles 
and  ammunition  with  them.  Then,  if  your 
United  States  officer  met  them,  and  a^ed  them 
what  nse  they  were  going  to  make  of.  the  arms 
they  were  taldng  with  them,  and  they  said  they 
would  use  them  to  earry  on  a  war  with  Meioeo^ 
in  case  th^  rights  were  invaded,  thc^y  would 
be  subject  to  urest  and  imprisonment  this 
bill. 

It  was  nothing  more  nw  less  than  a  bin  to 
trammel  trade  and  commerce,  and  he  hoped 
every  gentieman  who  was  in  favor  of  a  free 
trade  upon  the  prindples  laid  down  in  the  Iwrs 
of  nations,  would  oppose  it  He  muntaiiied 
that  it  was  the  right  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  carry  on  a  trade  with  any 
country  that  had  a  war  raging  within  her  bor- 
ders ;  and  he  maintuned  fdrUier,  that  if  there 
were  two  hostile  armies  at  the  present  time  in 
Oonada,  (the  one  on  the  one  aide  of  one  of  their 
great  rivers,  and  the  otiier  cn  the  other  aide,) 
we  had  a  perfect  right  to  trade  vith  botii,  aad 
fimush  both  with  bread  and  bee^  witbontt  &i 
any  manner,  corapromitting  our  nvatnhtj. 
This  bill  imposed  penalties  which  were  never 
thought  of  at  any  former  time  in  our  histmy. 
It  would  impose  a  penalty  on  the  citisens  cf  m 
foreign  country  who  might  be  driven  iido  tiiis 
country  by  the  stress  of  drcnmatanoea,  with 
arms  in  thdr  bands.  Such  persons  were  luUe 
to  be  seized,  fined,  and  imprisoned. 

Now  this  was  a  monstrous  prindple ;  and  ho 
hoped  never  to  see  It  carried  into  execution  in 
this  country.  Suppose  the  case  of  two  European 
nations  being  engaged  in  owrying  on  a  maritime 
war,  and  one  of  the  fleets  should  he  driven  into 
the  harbor  of  Kew  York  by  a  supwitHr  fwoe. 
Would  yon  seize  that  fleet,-and  hold  the  officers 
and  seamen  guilty  of  a  high  crime,  and  &w  and 
imprison  thooi  i  He  bought  not.  It  would  be 
our  duty  to  pn^eot  them  whilst  in  onr  waters. 
Again:  soppoee  supericHr  force  at  Maiden 
should  drive  out  a  part  <^  the  inhabitants  who 
might  be  in  arms,  and  those  inhabitants  of  that 
place  should  take  refuge  in  Detroit ;  would  yon 
seize  upon  them  f  hold  them  gnilty  of  a  hi^ 
crime,  and  subject  them  to  a  fine  and  imprison- 
ment f  Was  tbis  tiie  prindple  you  were  aboot 
to  establish  f  If  it  was,  he  must  say  that  be 
utterly  detested  any  such  principle. 

The  British  authorities  in  Canada  went  upon 
principle  of  protection  bo  &r,  tiiat  they^re 


Digitized  by  Google 


BSBATBS  OTf  0ONOBK8S. 


m 


StaA  tfikt  XtpttamaatlM  JomaOm  (Stty,  [Fbbsdakt,  1888. 


Sd  St8S.J 

proteotion  to  all  oar  renwado  BlavM  who  et- 
eaped  and  voit  within  their  dominloiu,  and 
whjr  dionld  we  be  prevented  from  giving  pro- 
teotion to  the  oppressed  of  their  pe<H>le?  As 
this  bill  hod  nndergooe  bo  m&nj  phases,  he 
hoped  that  it  might  yet  tmdergo  a  total  eolipse, 
hecanse  it  was  a  measore  whioh  he  hollered 
oaloalated  to  do  ybtj  great  ii^my  to  the  people 
of  this  coaobT-.  He  bad  no  idea  of  making  a 
law  of  this  kind,  which  was  onlj  to  apply  to 
oonterminons  countries,  and  thought  if  any  bill 
of  the  kind  was  passed,  that  it  ought  to  be  gen- 
eral in  its  character.  With  the  view  of  terthig 
this  qnestion,  whether  the  Honse  was  diq>osed 
to  IflgUate  K^ely  with  redbrenoe  to  ocater- 
ninou  tenitoriea,  he  moved  to  strike  out  Ihe 
words  "MUtrminom  witA  the  Vnittd  SUOm." 


USt  BXSATB. 

Thdbbdat,  Febmary  22. 

Ind^eadent  Tr«euwy. 

Tha  Senate  resumed  the  consideratiou  of  the 
Indepradent  Treasury  bill,  as  the  order  of  the 
day. 

Hi.  Cbittxndkn  addressed  the  Senate  at 
kngtih  in  oppoditiffia  to  the  bilL 
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KoMDXT,  Febmary  26. 

JDeaiK  qf  the  Son.  Jmathan  CiBey. 

Ibr.  Faxbixild  addnswd  tike  House  M  fol- 
lom: 

Hr.  Spuxkb  :  An  event  has  oooorred  sinoe 
oar  last  a^onmment,  whioh  has  nread  a  deep 
gloom  over  this  oommnnity,  and  deprived  ^us 
body  of  one  of  its  most  valaable  members.  I 
allnde,  »r,  to  the  death  of  my  late  colleague, 
Uie  Hon.  Jonatsan  Oizuet,  which,  it  is  my 
paiufttl  duty  to  announce,  took  place  on  Sf^ 
urd^  last  near  this  dty.  One  hoar  we  saw 
him  in  fall  li&,  standing  tn  the  midst  of  as  in 
aU  the  piride  and  vigor  of  manhood ;  the  next, 
a  helpless^  inuihnate  oorpae.  It  is  a  case,  uic, 
most  melanohuly  and  heart-rending  in  aU  its 
oircnnutanoes,  (of  which,  however,  this  is  not 
the  occasion  to  speak,)  and  brioga  home  to  our 
minds,  with  pecbfiar  empharii^  the  trite  but 
solemn  trutli,  tiiat  "  In  the  nddst  of  life  we  are 
in  death." 

,  My  deceased  eolleagne  was  a  man  of  unoom- 
mon  taleats.  His  mind  was  stroug,  vigorous, 
well  stored,  and  well  disciplined.  He  had, 
moreover,  that  indomitable  sphit  of  perse- 
verance Id  all  the  pursuits  of  an  elevated  and 
honorable  ambition,  wluch  would  not  mt  saUs- 
fiediritfalowettainmenta.  He  partook,  largdy, 
toOj  of  that  fearless  pftriotism  of  his  anoestors, 
which  made  than  poor  out  titrir  Uood  l&e 
iratefj"  in  the  war  of  the  BevdntioD,  and  whioh 
also  displayed  itself  in  the  brave  and  ohiralrous 
coDdnot  of  an  only  brother  daring  the  late  war. 
Hla  fellow-dtinna  had  often  oeoted  1dm  to ; 


plaoeii  of  hoMNT  and  tmst  in  the  State  (tf  Ida 
adoption,  and  had  now  atven  him  a  seat  among 
the  Iteproeentafives  of  the  nation among  tio, 
who  are  now  spared  to  deplore  his  abrupt  and 
tro^eal  removal.  Though  he  had  not  long 
been  a  member  of  this  body,  he  had  established 
and  enviable  and  an  enduring  r^utation.  His 
ready  powers  of  debate,  his  warm  and  fervid 
eloqitwocL  his  manly  bearing  towards  oppo- 
nenta,  and  conrteons  demeanor  to  all,  will  be 
readily  adcnowledged,  and  long  remembered 
by  the  members  of  this  Honse. 

That  his  sudden  and  melancholy  death  will 
produce  a  deep  sensation  in  Maine,  and  indeed 
throughout  the  whole  eoontry,  no  one  can 
doubt ;  bat  the  annimoiation  of  the  dreadftd 
feet  to  the  partner  of  bis  bosom,  ri^ng  ki  tiie 
midst  <^  the  young  pledges  of  Hxeit  mntual 
amotion,  little  dreaming  of  the  blow  that  awaits 
her,  it  is  shocking  to  cMitemplate.  No  one  oaa 
think  of  it  but  with  feelings  of  the  most  pcn^ 
nant  and  heartfelt  {nief.  May  "  He  who  tem- 
pers the  wind  to  uie  shorn  lamb,**  and  who 
"will  not  break  the  hmlsed  reed,"  give  her 
that  consolation  and  supi>ort  which  ^e  needs, 
and  wUich  no  earthly  power  can  fpve. 

"With  this  brief  and  imperfect  aonoonoement^ 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolutions : 

RsaolvecL,  That  the  members  of  this  House  iriU 
attmd  the  funeral  of  JoHAiHiji  Cillxt,  deceased, 
late  a  member  of  the  House  from  the  State  of  Mune, 
st  IS  o'clock  toHDonow. 

JSMoAwd^  That  a  eommlttee  be  appidiited  to  take 
order  for  sopeiintendihg  the  funenu  of  Jomaihax 
Oiurr,  deceased. 

Sttobied,  That  the  members  and  officers  fsS  this 
House  will  tesUfy  their  respect  for  the  memory  oS 
JoNATHAK  CiLLiT,  by  weuing  crqie  on  the  left  ana 
for  thir^  dajs. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  FAmnsiD,  the  Hoaaa 
then  a^joamed  till  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 


IN  SENATE. 

UoHDAT,  Febmary  26. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentativesy  annoonofng  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  JoNATHAir  OnjjKt,  a  member  of  that 
House  from  the  State  of  Maine,  and  stating  that 
the  ftmeral  would  take  place  from  the  hall  of 
the  House  to-morrow  at  12  o'dock. 

Mr.  WiLLiAics  addressed  the  Senate  as  fel- 
lows: 

Mr.  President :  I  came  into  the  Senate  this 
morning,  exhausted  and  overwhelmed,  to  per- 
form the  melancholy  duty  of  aonouncing  to 
yon  and  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  the 
sadden  and  lamented  death  of  my  friend  and 
ofdleagne^  the  Hmi.  Jonaxbait  Oilut,  a  Bepre- 
sentaove  from  Maine  in  the  Ocmgress  of  the 
United  States. 

At  the  last  a4joiimment  of  the  Senate,  Mr. 
Ooixt  was  in  pmsot  bealtfa,  fall  <rf  hope  and 
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«xpectation  of  m^iiiff  himself  useful  in  aasert- 
iDg  and  vindicating  the  violated  rights  of  his 
State,  and  of  distingaisbing  himself  in  the  great 
qnestionB  which  now  so  deeply  agitate  the  pub- 
lic mind ;  fall  of  zeal  and  lu^enjt  patriotifim, 
and  of  devotion  to  the  great  cause  of  hnman 
liberty  and  of  hmnan  rights,  be  cfmsidered  that 
a  cri^  had  arisen  when  his  ooontry  had  a  right 
to  claim  the  services  of  her  bods.  He  obeyed 
the  call  of  his  constitaents^  relinqnishing  the 
enjoyments  of  &e  dcmwstlo  dnde  of  a  wire  and 
three  children.  He  is  now  a  Ufeless  ooipse ; 
•11  bis  hopes  are  blasted  and  destn^ed,  and  his 
4»n8titiients  are  deprived  of  the  services  of  an 
able  and  faithfol  representative. 

Mr.  OiLLBT  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  belonged  to  one  of  the  most  ancient  and 
ren>ectable  families  in  that  State,  Patriotism 
and  bravery  were  his  inheritance.  His  grand- 
fatber  was  the  dtstingnished  patriot  and  brave 
(Kffieer  of  the  Revolation,  General  Cilley ;  and 
his  brother,  Oaptain  Joseph  Cilley,  was  the  gal- 
lant leader  of  the  heroic  charge  mider  Colcmel 
Miller,  at  the  Battle  of  Bridgewater  Heights,  in 
the  last  war. 

The  deceased  was  a  graduate  of  Bbwddn 
Oidlege,  In  Mune,  and  by  his  soperior  talents 
and  implication  attained  a  high  stoning  at  the 
bar  in  that  State.  He  was  a  good  lawyer,  an 
able  advocate,  and  a  powerful  debater. 

From  early  life  Mr.  Cillbt  was  ardently  at- 
tached to  the  principles  of  free  Oovemment ; 
a  xealoos  advocate  of  the  rights  ot  the  whole 
people,  and  a  determined  opponent  of  the  olum 
of  Ihe  few  to  tyrannize  over  the  many. 

In  1882,  Mr.  Oillet  was  elected  to  the  Honse 
of  Eepresentatives  in  Hune,  and  In  1635  and 
18S6  was  Speaker  of  that  body,  where  his  tal- 
ents and  love  of  conntry  became  so  conspicnoos, 
that  in  1887  he'  was  elected  to  Ooogrese  in  a 
<Ustrict  in  which  the  mqjf^ty  were  hu  political 
opponents. 

Of  hia  cmdnot  here  I  need  not  speak,  tat  all 
who  hear  me,  and  all  who  knew  Mr.  Ouxsr  in 
the  other  end  (tf  Ihe  Oi^itol,  will  bear  testimony 
to  his  ability,  to  his  open,  frank,  and  deter- 
mined course,  to  the  high  order  of  his  talents 
and  powers  as  a  debater,  and  to  the  respect  and 
d^erenoe  he  paid  to  the  rights  of  others. 

As  a  man,  "Mr.  Oillbt  was  warm,  ardent, 
generons,  noble;  as  a  Mend,  true,  &ithfhl, 
abiding.  He  was  in  the  mer^ian  of  his  life, 
aged  86 :  the  past  was  the  earnest  of  the  iVitnre. 

In  hia  death,  Maine  has  lost  one  of  her  bright- 
est ornaments,  and  the  natim  is  bereft  (tf  a  de- 
voted patriot,  and  an  ardent,  zealous  gDj^ater 
of  its  free  institutions. 

The  snn  which  set  npon  the  lifdess  corpse 
of  my  late  firiend  and  oolleagne,  rose  bright  and 
dieering  npon  his  distant  firmde  drole,  and  the 
wife  of  nis  bosom  blessed  its  ^adsome  beams, 
and  told  her  imiocent  childrra  that  it  brongbt 
the  return  of  their  father  one  day  nearer. 

Alas  1  nor  wife  nor  children  shsll  'see  him 
more.  Who  shall  now  penetrate  that  bweaved 
mansion,  and  witness  the  tears,  the  agony,  the 
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distraction  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless? 
Mr.  President,  I  cannot.  May  the  Father  of  aU 
mercies  be  their  <K>mfort€?  and  their  support 

Of  the  cause  and  manner  of  the  death  of  Kr. 
CnjJET,  I  forbear  to  speak;  but  allow  me  to 
say,  that  it  is  my  solemn  conviction  that  be  en- 
tertained no  ill  will,  and  intended  no  disreqiect, 
to  Mr.  Obi-ves,  in  any  thing  that  occurred ;  ana 
that  in  accepting  the  call,  he  did  nothing  more 
than  he  believed  indimsn$dbU,  to  avoid  dia- 
graoe  to  Idma^  to  hia  iiBmily,  and  to  Ma  em- 
stitaents. 

ISr,  WiuuxB  Unn  nbmitted  Oe  following 
resolutions,  which  were  mumimooaly  adopted : 

SMotved  wumimmuly.  That  the  Senate  wOl  attend 
the  funeral  of  ibfi  Hon.  Johatbar  Cillbt,  late  a 
member  of  the  Hooae  of  B^resenUttiTes,  fiom  the 
State  of  Haine,  at  the  hour  of  twelve  o'clo^  to  mor- 
row, and  as  a  testimony  of  req>ect  for  the  menwrj 
of  the  deoeaaed,  they  irill  go  into  moonung,  by  wear- 
ing crape  round  the  left  aim  for  thirty  dsjs. 

And,  as  an  additional  maik  of  le^eci  to  the  mem- 
oiy  of  the  deceased, 

Jtuolved,  That  the  Senate  do  now  a^omv. 


EOUBX  OF  BKPBBSKNTATnrBfl. 

TtnsDAT,  Febmary  27. 

The  House  met  at  13  o'dook,  far  the  mnpoaa 
of  attending  the  fiuieral.olweqiiieB  of  the  Hon. 
JoMATau  Oiim. 

The  committee  of  arrangements,  paD-bearers 
and  mourners,  attended  at  the  Ui»  residence  of 
the  deceased,  at  Mr.  Birth'a,  at  11  o^olodc,  a.  tl, 
at  which  time  the  remaina  were  removed,  in 
charge  of  the  committee  of  arrangements,  at^ 
tended  by  i^e  Sergeant-at-anns  of  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives,  to  the  Hall,  where  the  fu- 
neral service  was  performed  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Slioer,  and  the  disoonrSB  preached  by  the  Ber. 
Mr.  Reese. 

The  fHmeral  procession  then  moved  frcmi  the 
HiJl  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
place  ctf  interment,  in  the  following  order: 

The  Cbi^iUns  of  both  HooaesL 
OomtnitlM  of  ArrangemmU,  m: 
Mr.  BvAHS,  of  Ham& 
Ifr.  ATHsanm,  of  N.  H.      Kr.  Ccnjia^  trf'Ta. 
Hr.  Oomos,  of  N.  C.  Vr.  Jomcscm,  of  La. 

Mr.  WmmucsaT,  of  Ohio.    Mr.  Fillmobi,  of  T. 

PM  Btartrt,  riz: 
lb.  Thoius,  of  Maryland.    Mr.  CAHrsnj.,  oi&.C. 
Mr.  WiLLUBS,  (tf  y.  H.       Xr.  Wbits,  luSiaa. 
Mr.  OoLK,  of  Femuylvsnia.  Mr.  Mabtih,  of  Ala. 

The  &mily  and  ftiends  of  the  deceased. 
The  members  of  the  House  of  RepreaentaliTea  ind 

Senators  from  Maine,  as  mourners. 
The  6ergeant«t4nns  of  the  Hoose  of  Bepresratatifes. 
The  House  of  BepresentatiYes,  preceded  by  their 
Speaker  and  Cleik. 
The  Sergeant-at-armfl  of  the  Senate. 
The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  i»«ceded  tka 
Vice  President  and  their  Secretary. 
Tbe  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  Heads  of  Dqautmoita. 
Judges  ftf  tbe  Supreme  Court,  tnd  its  nllkfiii 
Foraga  ICnistets. 
CStiMiB  and-Stcaogen. 
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IS  SKHATX. 

Hr.  yfmn  rose  and  said,  tliat  in  order  that 
the  Seoate  might  carry  iuto  effect  the  resola- 
tion  adopted  yesterday  in  relation  to  attending 
the  foneral  of  the  deceased  member  from  Maine, 
be  wonld  move  tiiat  the  Senate  a^onm ;  which 
motion  was  cononxred  in. 


H0U8B  OV  ftBPBBBXKTATIVXB. 

WxDnBDXT,  Febraary  S8. 

Death  qfMoTiorabU  Jonathan  dlley. 

Hr.  FxiBFiBLD  asked  leave  to  offer  tiie  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Ruolvtd,  That  a  oonuxuttee,  oonBiBtiiig  of  seven 
memben,  be  appcnnted  to  faivMt^^  the  cuuea 
iriiidi  k»  to  the  oeath  of  the  Hon.  Johathait  Cuut, 
late  a  member  of  this  House,  and  the  drcumstaocefl 
connected  therewith,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Bouse. 

Rtnlved,  That  said  committee  have  power  to  send 
for  peisons  and  papers,  and  have  leave  to  A  dnrii^ 
the  seuiona  of  the  House. 

Hr.  Bbll  objected.  He  thought  that  what- 
ever was  done  in  this  matter,  had  better  be 
jjostponed  until  the  House  became  more  calm, 
and  was  able  to  act  more  oooUy  on  the  subject. 

Hr.  Faibfield  moved  a  slupeiufaal  of  the 
role. 

lb.  Pahkkb  called  for  the  jvm  and  nay% 
which  were  ordmd,  and  were— yeas  118, 
ne^s  81. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

iSx.  Faibfield  said :  Mr.  President,  entotain- 
tng  the  views  and  feelings  which  I  do  entertain 
in  regard  to  the  awfiil  tnwedy  in  which  certain 
members  of  this  House  lately  partidpated,  I 
could  not  refrain  from  offering  the  resolutiona 
Avhioh  have  jost  been  read.  Bir,  if  I  bad  held 
bock,  and  refused  to  move  in  this  afi^,  "  the 
voice  of  my  brother's  blood  would  cry  to  me 
from  the  groond."  Hy  late  colleague  aud 
fHend  has  been  du)t  down  and  deprived  of  life 
in  a  manner,  and  under  oiroumstancea,  that 
seem  to  me  meet  imperiously  to  demand  an 
investigation.  It  is  doe  to  the  snrvlving  family 
and  friends  of  the  deceased,  that  we  should  take 
cognizance  of  this  affair :  it  is  due  to  oursdves. 
to  our  country,  to  humanity,  and  to  God ;  and 
I  trust  that  no  siember  wiU  shrink  from  the 
high  and  solemn  responsibility  thus  cast  upon 
him.  But,  aside  m>m  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  &m  case,  and  our  peculiar  duties  re- 
snlling  from  them,  it  appears  to  me  that  an  op- 
portunity is  presented,  which  every  good  man 
should  be  quick  to  improve,  for  assailing  the 
barbarous  and  inhuman  practice  of  duelling — a 
waotioe  wMch  does  violence  to  the  kws  of 
God,  to  the  best  fedings  of  onr  own  nature, 
and  to  the  dictates  of  reason — a  practice  which 
is  entirely  behind,  and  nnworthy  of  the  u;e  of 
civilization  in  which  we  live,  and  which  shotdd 
unite  the  earnest  and  faithful  efforts  of  every 
iHend  to  his  qtedes  for  its  extumination. 


pkasuApr,  1888. 

Under  the  dronmstauoes  this  ease,  bow- 
ever,  the  deceased  being  unr  friend,  and  my 
own  fedlngs  being  deeply  and  strongly  excited, 
I  feel  tbat  tiiere  would  be  a  propriety  in  the 
Speaker's  d«»arting  from  the  usual  rule,  by 
omitting  to  place  me  upon  the  committee ;  and 
I  accordimdy  make  thi^  request, 

Hr.  W.  0.  Johnson  said  he  had  voted  against 
the  Buspendon  of  the  rule  to  introduce  these 
resolutions,  because,  on  hearing  them  read,  he 
came  to  the  condlosion  tiiat  no  good  could  re- 
sult from  them.  No  one  could  feel  greater 
grief  than  himself  at  the  calamity  which  befell 
the  friends  (mT  the  gentieman  whose  death  we 
all  now  moumad,  Imt  he  bad  voted  a^^nst 
bringing  in  these  resdntions  heeanse  he  did  not 
know  what  power  Congress  had  to  suppress 
duelling.  It  was  an  evil  in  the  state  of  society, 
which  made  it  Deoessary  in  some  cases  for  gen- 
tiemen  to  resort  to  this  mode  of  settling  per- 
sonal disputes,  and  he  much  regretted  that  It 
was  BO ;  but  he  did  not  apprehend  that  this  in- 
quiry was  going  to  correct  the  evil,  or  that  any 
salutary  good  could  be  effected  by  this  inquiry; 
As  to  tiie  particulars  in  this  case,  if  it  was  de- 
sired  to  obtain  them,  th^  morning  papers  gave 
all  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with 
it;  aud  if  it  was  intended  to  enact  ao  anti- 
duelUug  law,  he  would  ask  where,  under  the 
oonstitntim,  yon  obtain  the  right  to  enact  iL 
That  was  a  matter  which  belni^  to  the  States 
alone,  and  many  of  them  have  passed  laws  on 
this  subject ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  a 
usurpation  of  power  for  Ooogress  to  undertake 
to  act  on  this  sabject.  He  wonld  vote  against 
this  resolution,  because  he  considered  that  it 
would  be  a  reflection  upon  all  the  parties  con- 
nected with  the  unfortunate  occurrence  alluded 
to  in  Uie  resolution.  He  looked  upon  it  as  re- 
flecting upon  the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  it.  He  would  ask  any  gen- 
tleman if  either  of  these  parties  bad  been  guilty 
of  any  moral  delinquency,  or  of  any  act  which 
would  biiug  him  so  far  witiiin  the  rules  and 
laws  of  the  House  as  to  justify  his  ezpuluon  t 
If  any  gentleman  would  rise  in  his  place,  and 
state  tiuit  either  of  th«n  bad  vioUted  the  mlea 
of  hoDOT,  or  done  any  act  which  vonid  make 
him  an  unfit  associate  for  the  members  of  this 
:  House,  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  one  to  have 
this  inquiry  instituted ;  he  would  vote  not  cmly 
for  a  committee  of  inquiry,  but  he  would  vote 
to  expel  such  individual  from  the  House ;  and 
he  would  almost  go  to  expel  him  from  off  the 
face  of  the  earth.  But  no  such  thing  had  been 
intimated  against  any  member  of  the  House, 
and  what  right  have  we  to  go  into  this  matter? 
What  right  have  we  to  inquire  into  the  private 
relations  of  gentiemeni  What  rwbt  have  we 
to  institute  onrsdves  into  a  board  of  honor  to 
inquire  into  a  matter     tUs  kind  f 

Mr.  Pabxbb  rwretted  that  he  found  bhnself 
compelled  to  diflrer  in  opinion  from  his  friend 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Johnson;)  that  he  had 
heard  from  him  no  good  reason  expressed 
against  the  adoption  of  the  rasolntiona.  It  was 
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s^d  tlist  Congress  had  no  power  to  legislate  on 
13U«  enUeet,  imd  that  that  power  was  nswred 
to  the  States.  Surely  Congress  has  the  power 
to  Bot  in  reference  to  the  District  of  Oolumlria. 
and  it  ooold  not  be  denied  that  the  House  (» 
BepresentatiTes  had  jurisdiction  over  its  own 
memhers.  His  fnend  had  said  that  if  apy  mem- 
ber would  state  on  this  floor  that  the  nnfor- 
tonate  transaction  had  not  been  conducted  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  Uie  "  code  of  honor."  be 
would  vote  for  this  resolation.  Mr.  P.  said  he 
made  no  assertion  of  that  kind.  He  did  not 
profess  to  be  skilled  in  the  nice  teohoicalitj-  of 
those  rnlea,  as  they  were  understood  by  some 
gentlemen  here ;  that  with  bis  oonstitaents  the 
rales  of  honor  were  the  rules  of  law,  reli^on, 
and  morality ;  bat  he  would  say  that  the  trans- 
action re&ired  to  was  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  God  and  man,  and  called  impeiiondy  upon 
thia  Hbose  to  guard  agdnst  Qm  recurrence  of 
■iich  heart-reniung  scenes;  and  everj  otnifltd- 
eratiion  of  duty  to  the  publie  and  to  ourselves 
lequired  prompt  and  decisive  action. 

Hr.  Dawson  said  that  no  gentleman  regretted 
more  than  himself^  the  unfortunate  occnrreoce 
which  had  taken  place,  but  he  conddered  that 
when  we  were  about  to  involve  the  feelings  of 
all  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  uFair, 
that  we  on^ht  to  pause  before  we  acted.  He 
would  inqmre  of  gentlemen  what  the  result  of 
this  inquuT'  would  be,  and  what  benefit  could 
accrue  to  the  community  from  It.  He  admitted 
that  Congress  had  a  ri^ht  to  pass  a  law  to  pro- 
Idlnt  dneUing  in  the  Dntxiot  Oolombia,  and 
for  Booh  a  measure,  whai  bron^t  forward,  he 
would  vote;  but  he  would  ask  gentiemen  what 
good  was  expected  to  result  from  this  int^uiry? 

Mr.  Matthias  Mobbis  had  no  dispontiCHi  to 
take  part  in  the  discussion  of  this  question,  but 
on  hearing  the  resolution  read,  it  oocurred  to 
him  that  it  did  not  reach  &r  enough,  and  he 
proposed  an  amendment  wilh  a  view  of  having 
some  action  of  Congress  on  this  sulrject,  which 
would  prevent  the  practice  ot  duelling  in  fttture. 

Mr.  Bbll  did  not  doubt  that  the  introduction 
of  this  resolution  was  well  intended ;  and  he 
hod  no  doubt  that  the  motive  of  the  House,  In 
suspending  the  rules  for  the  purpose,  was  a 
very  laudable  one;  but  It  was  his  deUberate 
Judgment  that  this  resolution  was  not  calculated 
to  produce  that  desirable  result  which  was  ex- 
pected to  arise  from  it.  Instead  of  its  being  a 
beDeflt,  he  feared  that  it  would  be  the  cause  of 
additional  mischief. 

Mr.  MoEenkah  said  that  the  peculiar  por- 
tion in  which  he  stood  towards  his  constituents, 
demanded  that  he  should  say  a  word  in  expla- 
nation of  the  vote  he  had  given  against  the  sns- 

Eension  of  the  rule,  and  state  the  reasons  why 
e  would  vote  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
h)v  one  week.  His  constituents,  he  said,  oon- 
demned  the  practice  of  duelliag  in  the  most 
imqnaUfled  terms ;  and  in  that  condemnation 
he  most  heartily  agreed  with  them.  Ms  eA- 
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$iml;and  mmld  go  at  /ixr  at  ikefartk^  on  thit 
fioqr  •»  tuvpretting  U.  He  farther  said,  ha 
would  yield  to  no  gentleman  in  deplfning  the 
trafpoal  event  which  had  east  a  melanchdlT 
doom  over  the  dty,  and  whidi  we  had  all 
been  called  upon  to  mourn.  He  jympafA&ed^ 
deeply  »ymp<Uhiud,  with  the  relatives  of  the 
deceased ;  and  if  he  could  pour  the  dU  of  con- 
solation into  the  bosom  of  nis  surrtvinff  i^rt- 
ner,  nothing  would  afford  him  more  satiafoctioii. 

[Here  the  Bpbaeeb  interposed,  and  said  the 
question  was  on  postponement.] 

Mr.  Booh  had  voted  for  the  Bospensioii,  and 
should  now  vote  for  the  resolution  npcm  the 
ground  of  its  being  a  matter  of  privilege,  in- 
volving the  right  of  debate  in  this  Honse. 

Mr.  PoiTBB  could  not  see  any  good  result 
which  oonld  arise  from  the  postponemnat  of  the 
questiia.  Ho  honorable  gentlanan  would  saf> 
fer  eoj  other  feelingB  to  inflnenoe  his  oonne 
than  those  which  neitdn  to  high  and  pure  prin- 
ciples of  a  moral  character  and  da^  to  his 
country.  If  he  could  concur  in  opinion  with 
lus  honorable  colleague,  that  this  proceeding 
cast  any  reflection  upon  the  living,  or  the  mem- 
ory of  the  dead,  he  wonld  pause,  and  ask  for 
more  time  to  consider  and  reflect  upon  the  snb- 
ject 

Mr.  Faikfield,  in  order  to  meet  the  views  of 
gentiemen,  modified  his  resolation,  by  adding 
to  the  end  thereof  the  following :  "  And  fiirth» 
to  inquire  whether  there  has  been,  in  the  ease 
alluded  to,  any  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
House." 

Mr.  Lo<»ciB  laid  it  appeared  to  him,  whoi 
they  had  so  pMn  a  state  cS  foets  as  waa  hese 

S resented,  that  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in 
ecidii^  upon  It  at  once. 
Mr.  GssNTTBix  had  heard  no  good  reason  for 
immediate  action  on  this  question,  and  he  tnst- 
ed  the  question  would  be  postponed  imt3  the 
present  excitement  had  passed  awaj. 

Mr.  BsoNsoN  sud :  At  present,  the  question 
is  not  what  we  shall  do,  but  whether  we  shall 
act  at  all ;  whether  we  eAioU  proceed  to  inves- 
tigate the  matter ;  whether  we  shall  take  any 
cognizance  of  the  late  most  tragical  and  unfor- 
tunate occurrence.  If  wo  act  at  all,  we  should 
act  promptly.  Our  duty  to  oor  eoontry  and 
ourselves  requires  of  us  that  we  should  enter- 
tain the  resolution — that  we  should  at  mee 
show  onr  wHIhignesa  to  investigate;  On  this 
point  there  shooM  not  be  any  dehy. 

The  House  reiWd  to  postpme— -Teaa  Si, 
nays  117. 

Mr.  Qablasd,  of  Loui^aoa,  stated,  that  if  he 
had  been  in  the  House  when  the  vote  to  sus- 
pend waa  taken,  ho  should  have  recorded  lus 
name  a^nst  it,  for  he  was  opposed  to  any  in* 
vestigation  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Clowhet  demanded  the  previons  qQe»> 
tion  on  the  resolution  as  modified ;  whidi  was 
seconded— rayes  106,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  m^  onea- 
tion,  bdng  on  the  adoption  of  tlie  raoiotiaB^ 
be  now  put. 


ABRIDOHENT  OF  THS 


Digitized  by  Google 


DBBATSB  OF  00N&RBS6. 


687 


Tlulfaitnii^BiU. 


Kr.  Odbhhan  and  Ur.  Tatlob  rose  ntaol- 
taneouslj,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
whidh  were  ordered,  and  were  as  follows : 

Tkis. — Utem.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Alien, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beat^^ 
Bdma,  B{(^0,  Biddle,  Birdnll,  Bond,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Bouldln,  BriggB,  Brodhead,  Bronaon,  Bnjyn, 
Bynum,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Carabrdeng,  John  Csmp- 
bdl,  Casej,  Ghaney,  Clai^  CleTeuind,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Gorwin,  CraiK,  Crary,  Gushman,  Davee,  Dftvies, 
Deberry,  DeGrafi^  Duncan,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett, 
FuTingt(m,  Fairfield,  Richard  Fletcher,  L  Fletcher, 
Flllnuwe,  Firy,  Gallnp,  James  Garland,  Olaseodi:, 
Ooode,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  OrenneH,  Qriffln, 
Hal^,  Hkll,  Hammond,  Harriaon,  ^rper,  Hasdngs, 
Hawkins,  Hiynea,  Henry,  Hobey,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  T"g»#m,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Kathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore, 
Kllngensmitb,  I^wis,  Lincoln,  I^ogao,  Loomis,  Lyon, 
Mar^  Martin,  Uozwell,  McKay,  Robert  Hcdellan, 
Alwaham  McClellan,  MoKlm,  McKennon,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Honlsomeiy,  Moore,  Morgan,  Matthiu  Morris, 
Bamoet  W.  Morris.  CUvary  Morrh,  Nvlor,  KoUe, 
Noyea,  Oste,  Owens,  Palmer,  Fariter,  I^ttenon, 
Faynter.  Feck,  Potrikin,  Fhillips,  Fidcena,  Plnmer, 
Potta,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentisa,  Bariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rires,  BnaaeU, 
Shefiir,  Augustine  H.  Bbepperd,  Charies  Shepard, 
Sheplor,  Sibley,  Sade,  Smith,  Spencer,  Steward, 
Btrotton,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tillingbast,  Titos,  Toocey, 
Tumey,  Tanderreer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks, 
EUsha  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  WhitUesey,  L.  Williama, 
J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  TeU,  and  Yorke — 
152. 

Mats. — ^Messrs.  Aycrim,  Bell,  John  Calboun,  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  WmTB.  Carter,  -Chambers,  Cb^H 
man,  Chntbam,  Connor,  Cranston,  GorUs,  Dawson, 
Dromgoole,  Donn,  Ewing,  tUce  Gajland,  James  Gra- 
honi,  ^Villiom  Graham,  Hatlan,  Hawes,  HoSfaoon, 
rTm.  T.  Hnnter,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  G.  Johnson, 
Legare,  Mallory,  James  M.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Mil- 
Mitchell,  Patton,  Pearce,  P(me,  lUdgway,  Rob- 
ertson, Sawyer,  Shie)^  &iyder,  Soutbgate,  Stanly, 
Stone,  TaUafeno,  Thompson,  Underwood,  Albwt  S. 
WUt^^J^oWUte,  Sheirod WUliania,  and  Jotl^ 

So  the  resoliidon  was  agreed  to. 


nr  BXBrATB. 
Wbdnxsdat,  Fehroary  28. 
Booii  for  MmSten. 

Ifr.  RoBBtKs,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  ajointresdntion,  aathorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
Honse  to  snlnoribe  for  ten  copies  of  Kites'  Reg- 
ister for  each  of  the  members  of  Ckmffreas,  pro- 
vided that  he  woald  consent  to  pablish  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress,  with  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  each  qaestion  so  taken,  and  also  a  supple- 
ment at  the  end  of  the  sesuon,  containing  all 
pnUio  and  private  laws  of  OooAnss,  and  foraish 
to  eadi  member  one  eopy  or  this  n^Iement 
firee  <tf  oharge. 

Ur.  Bsaroir  s^d  it  was  tima  for  this  hnri- 
DeM  to  be  stopped,  and  he  ahoold  call  fbr  the 
Teas  and  n^ys  on  uw  question.  The  aigoment 


used,  in  tlie  first  instance,  by  gentleroen  who 
advocated  this  system  of  book  pnrchasine,  was, 
that  some  members  had  been  famished  with 
books  which  l^e  new  Senatms  had  not.  In  this 
case  the  argument  would  not  apply,  and  we 
had  now  reached  that  pdnfc  where  the  wh(^ 
systnn  might  be  abandoned,  and  he  hoped  !t 
would  be. 

Ur.  BoBBiBs  said  he  would  move  to  li^^  it  on 
the  taUe  for  the  N^sent^ 
Ur.  BbnOH.  There  let  it  Ue»  and  I  hope 

forever. 

Ur.  BoBBon  add  he  would  not  ooosent  to 

The  qaestion  on  laying  it  <hi  Ute  table,  was 
carried  m  the  affirmative. 


SOUSE  OF  BEFBSSENl^ATIVBB. 

TmrBSDAT,  Uarch  1. 

The  fo&owing  Select  Oommittee  on  the  reso- 
lution to  inqpire  into  the  circmnstanoes  which 
led  to  the  death  of  the  late  Hon.  JovATHas 
CiLLET,  was  read  from  the  jonmal  this  morn- 
ing: Ur.  TouoBT,  of  Connectiont ;  Ur.  Fottbb, 
of  Pennsylvania;  Ur.  Bbiqqs,  of  Uassachusetts ; 
Ur.  Elhobb,  of  South  Carolina ;  Ur.  Bbhtk,  of 
New  York ;  Ur.  Habbisoh,  of  Uissoori  \  Ur. 
BABnucH,  of  Indiana. 

Ur.  Bbioos  and  Ur.  Habboon  were  exoosed, 
and  the  vacaDey  ordered  by  the  Home  to  be 
filled  up. 

Fbidat,  Uaroh  2. 
Ur.  Gbbsbbll,  of  UassaQhoBetts,  and  Ifr. 

Gbantlani),  of  Qeoi^da,  were  annoimoed  as 
being  appointed  by  the  Ohaib  to  fill  the  vfr- 
oonciea  occasioned  by  the  reugnaUon  of  Ur. 
Bbioob  and  Ur.  Habuson,  on  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  death  ttf 
the  late  Hon  Joxatkuk  Omxz, 

3%e  2feutraKty  SiU. 

The  bin  reported  by  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign AfGairs  was  taken  up.  The  provirions  of 
tiie  bill  will  be  understood  from  the  debate. 

Ur.  HowABD  e^lained  that  this  bill  had 
been  reported  by  the  Oommittee  on  Torelgn 
A£Bdr^  in  consequence  of  the  ^ffionlty  of 
amending  flie  Seiuite's  bill  in  snob  manner  as 
to  meettbe  views  cMf  the  members  of  the  House, 

Ur.  TJhdxbwood  moved  to  strike  ont  the 
words  which  authorized  the  President  to  re- 
lease goods  which  may  be  taken  in  certtun 
cases,  in  order  to  prohibit  the  President  from 
acting  in  a  judicial  capacity. 

Ur.  HowAKD  stated  that  this  provinon  was 
introduced,  because  it  was  conmdered  that  the 
Preandent  was  t^e  most  c<nupetent  judge  in  these 
cases.  He  was  flilly  acqnainted  with  our  rdip 
tions  witii  foreign  countries,  which  made  him 
more  competent  to  jndge  in  snoh  cases  than  the 
judges  m  oovrta.  U  the  matter  was  referred 
w  l£e  oonrt^  there  nd^t  be  ^fEteenoe  of  opin* 
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ion  between  tbe  indges,  in  consequence  of  the 
information  which  was  in  tbeir  possesdon ;  but 
the  President,  having  all  the  information,  coold 
decide  more  nnderstandingly  and  properly. 

Hr.  Undebwood  replied,  that  Lis  obiectaon 
to  tho  olanse  which  he  had  moved  to  Btrike  out, 
vas,  that  it  invested  the  EzeontlTe  with  Jndi- 
(aal  powers,  which  powers  belonged  exdnnTelT 
to  tbe  Judiciary  department ;  because  it  enabled 
him  to  determine  whether  or  not  an  offence 
had  been  committed.  He  apprehended  it  would 
ni^  do  in  this  comitry  to  vest  judicial  powers 
in  the  Sxecutive. 

Hr.  MoKat  considered  that  this  daose  simply 
gave  power  to  the  Executive,  in  cases  where 

Eroperty  had  been  seized^  to  release  it.  The 
Lw  provided  for  the  seizure  of  property,  but 
not  for  its  forfeiture ;  therefore,  it  was  proper 
tiiat  the  President  ^ould  have  the  power  to 
release  it,  under  oertiun  circumstanoes.  In  case 
this  amendment  i^evaUed,  and  the  clause  was 
struck  ont,  gooda  could  odIt  he  restored  by  tbe 
Judgment  of  conrts ;  and  where  they  had  been 
BuzM,  in  consequenoe  of  a  isolation  of  the  law, 
there  must  he  great  delay  and  loss. 
The  modwi  to  strike  ont  was  disagreed  to. 
Ur.  FituroBB  moved  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  the  second  section  which  made  the  hill  ap- 
plicable only  to  conterminous  territories.  It 
might  be  said  that  there  was  very  little  dmiger 
of  getting  into  any  difficulty  with  countries 
which  did  not  lie  contiguous  to  the  United 
States ;  but  he  thought  oar  legislation  ought  to 
be  uniform. 

Ifr.  HowABD  remarked  that  it  was  necessary 
to  shape  our  legislation  to  the  droamBtaneeB  in 
whldi  we  were  jplaced.  We  already  had  laws 
which  were  applicable  to  expe^tions  fitted  ont 
finr  service  at  sea,  and  agmnst  foreign  countries, 
and  it  now  became  necessary  to  pass  laws  to 
preserve  our  neutrality  with  conterminous 
countries,  and  this  law  had  been  introdnoed  to 
effect  that  object 

Hr.  HoLBBT  contended  that  this  bill  was  to 
place  us  in  the  same  relation  to  conterminous 
countries  which  it  did  to  other  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

Ur.  FnxuoBE  sustained  his  amendment  on 
the  ground  that  the  bill  created  invidious  dis- 
tinctions, which  ought  never  to  exist  in  the 
lenslation  oS  any  conntn'. 

The  ammdmeot  of  Hr.  Fuxwhue  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Ur.  Etebett  moved  to  stri^  ont  that  daiue 
which  provided  that  the  law  should  not  inter- 
fere with  the  trade  authorized  to  be  carried  on 
by  tbe  laws  of  nations — lost 

Mr.  BoBnreoN  moved  an  amendment  provid- 
ing that  in  all  cases  of  seizure,  affidavit  e^onld 
first  be  made,  and  a  warrant  issued. 

Kr.  B.  urged  his  amendment  on  the  House, 
oa  tbe  ground  of  the  uoconsUtationality  of 
making  seizures  without  due  coarse  of  law. 

Hr.  Patton  replied  to  Hr,  B.,  pointing  to  the 
third  section  of  tbe  bill,  which  provided  that 
immediately  after  the  sdcore^  a  warraat  should 
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be  obtained  in  due  form  from  some  jadicial  of- 
ficer, for  the  purpose  of  hdding  the  property 
seized.  This  he  contended  was  m  that  was  ne- 
ceeaAy  to  guard  aniinst  the  abase  of  power, 
and  he  argned  that  If  a  warrant  under  oMh  was 
to  be  obtained  before  adzure^  that  the  law 
wodd  be  wholly  ineffoctoal,  as  it  would  in  «1* 
most  evei^  instoace,  if  ziot  in  every  on^  bo 
evaded. 

Hr.  Hbkitek  then  addressed  the  Houso  at 
some  length,  in  opposidon  to  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  of  its  unooiutitotiwality. 

The  debate  was  further  o(mtinned  by  Ueears. 
Leoabb,  Hbhifxe,  Haxwbix,  and  Uhi>kbwood; 
when 

Mr.  GnsHMAN  moved  the  previous  qaestion; 
which  was  seconded — 83  to  41,  and  the  main 
question  ordered,  and  was  pa^ed — ^yeas  130^ 
nays  4S. 


IN  SENATE. 

Fbidat,  March  S. 
AnH-DwOing  Bill 
Hr.  F^KTiss,  agreeaUy  to  leave,  Introduced 
a  bill  to  prohibit  the  giving  or  accepting  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  of  a  challenge  to  &|^t 
a  duel,  and  for  the  punishment  thereat 

Hr.  PsBurnss  said :  Mr.  President,  in  bting^ 
forward  this  measure,  I  have  acted  from  a 
seose  of  duty.  The  moral  and  rdi^ons  prm- 
ciples  in  which  I  have  been  educated,  and 
which  Pregard  as  binding  upon  me  in  aU  cir- 
cumstances  and  situations,  whether  public  or 
private,  in  which  I  am  placed,  would  not  allow 
me  to  hold  a  seat  here,  and  remain  inactive  in 
ttiis  matter.  And  I  call  upon  Senatora,  upw 
grave,  ctmsUerate  Senaton^  heads  of  ftmi&ea, 
wbem  of  the  land,  to  interpose  thdr  anUiarity 
and  influence  to  stay  a  jwactioe  as  nnsmted  to 
tbe  enlightened  age  In  whidi  we  live,  as  it  ia 
revolting  to  the  moral  and  religious  feding  ot 
the  country.  I  call  upon  themliy  their  regard 
to  the  ridog  generation,  upon  whom  the  hopes 
of  the  ooun&y  rest ;  by  their  regard  to  the 
etemd  and  immutable  principles  of  moral  rec- 
titude ;  by  every  consideration  of  justice  and 
humanity ;  by  uie  duty  they  owe  to  God  and 
their  country,  to  rave  their  aid  and  support  to 
a  measure  demanded  by  the  mord  sense  of  the 
nation,  and  no  less  necessary  to  mdntun  free- 
dom of  ^soussion  here,  than  it  is  essential  to 
personal  security,  and  to  the  preservaticm  of 
law,  Ubwty,  and  social  wder. 

IiuUpendent  TVwtmy. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  Independent  Treas- 
ury bill.  Hr.  Stbanoe  occupied  the  flow  until 
4  o'dock  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  gave  w^r  ftr 
a  motion  to  acyoum. 


Monday,  Ifordi  6. 

Ifeutral  Selations. 

Mr.  BuoHANAK,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign BelatifHia,  to  which  had  been  referred  ib» 
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bill  from  the  Hoase  of  RepresentatiTes  "to 
amend  an  act  entitled '  an  act  in  addition  to  the 

act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  a^dnst 
the  United  States,*  and  to  repeal  the  acts  here- 
in mentioned,"  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments. 

Ur.  Bdoranan  said  that  It  was  certdnly  a 
matter  of  some  importance  that  this  bill  ahonid 
be  acted  on  speedily ;  and  as  the  amendments 
wbioh  the  Committee  on  Poreign  Relations  had 
proposed  were  very  short,  and  dmple,  he 
was  readr  at  axtj  nme  to  ^re  aa  e^Ianaaon 
oi  theom. 

The  first  amoKlmeiit  was  read  as  follows : 

Strike  ont  finm  the  eidith  and  ninth  lines  of  the 
flnt  section  the  words,  "other  means  or  mBterials," 
■nd  insert  instead  thereof  the  words,  '*  any  arms  or 
moniUons  of  war ;  ^  and,  in  the  eome  section,  after 
the  word  *'  enterprise,"  in  the  tenth  line,  insert  the 
foUowhig  words,  to  wit :  **  against  Uw  territory  or 
domittioM  u(  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  «  of  any 
colony,  ^strict,  or  people,  conterminous  with  the 
ITnited  States,  and  wittt  wliom  they  are  at  peace." 

Kr.  BuouAKAN  observed  that  the  first  section 
of  this  bill  as  it  came  trom  the  Eonse  was  en- 
tirely new,  and  introduced  new  provisions  into 
oar  neutraUty  lawa^  the  e^ent  cf  which  ooold 
not  well  be  foreaeen.  It  was  not  oonfined  to 
the  particular  exigMiey  which  had  oaUed  to 
the  passage  of  this  act,  but  was  eo-extendve 
with  the  whole  world,  and  ndght  operate  vejy 
injnrioDsIy  agdnst  the  oommeroe  of  the  United 
States. 

Under  the  6th  section  of  tbe  Kentrality  Act 
of  April  20, 1818,  anyperson  who  shall,  within 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  "begin  or 
set  on  foot,  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for 
any  military  expedition  or  enterprise,"  i^nst 
a  friendly  power,  was  punishable  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  $8,000,  and  imprisonment  not  exceed- 
ing three  years.  The  8th  section  of  the  same 
act  eotiferred  npon  the  President  the  power  of 
employing  the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  militia 
of  the  United  Statcv,  to  prevent  "  the  carrying 
on  of  any  snoh  expe^tion  or  enterprise,"  from 
onr  territory,  against  any  power  with  which  we 
should  be  at  peace.  The  Senate  will  observe 
that  this  poWer  of  prevention  was  not  to  be 
exerted  until  the  expedition  had  been  prepared, 
and  was  ready  to  leave  the  Uidted  St^ee  for 
the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the  oljeot  of  its 
destination. 

Although  it  was  rendered  criminal  for  any 
person  "  to  provide  or  prepare  the  means  "  for 
such  an  enterprise,  and  after  a  regular  bial  and 
conviction,  the  offender  was  liome  to  severe 
punishment,  yet  the  framers  d  the  act  of  1818, 
wUoh  was  admirably  drawn,  Ad  not  ^em  it 
neoessary  to  anthoriES  tiie  Prerident  to  direct  a 
srianre,  In  the  ftrst  Instanoe,  of  emr  axtide  (tf 
every  description  which  might  be  mtended  to 
be  used  as  '*  the  means "  for  ccMulaoting  snch 
atr  expedition.  The  Oonunittee  on  ^neiffn 
Belations  were  of  opinion  that  it  m^t  be 
very  inconvenient  to  onr  citizens  to  Intnst  ex- 
eeative  oflBoers  with  soch  A  broad  and  sweq^ 
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anthority.  Hence,  in  the  bill  which  had  passed 
the  Senate,  there  was  no  authority  conferred 
upon  thesf  officers  to  seize  any  articles  except 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  vessels  or  ve- 
hicles fitted  out  with  apparent  hostile  intentions 
agmnst  a  friendly  conterminous  power,  and 
which  were  about  to  be  sent,  or  to  pass  across 
the  interior  Jfrontiers  of  the  United  States. 

la  the  first  section  of  the  House  bill,  now 
before  the  Senate,  none  of  these  limitations 
were  to  be  found,  either  in  regard  to  the 
artibleB  which  mi^t  be  seized,  or  the  fordgn 
oonntria  to  which  they  might  be  destineo. 
Every  collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or  in- 
spector of  the  customs  In  all  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  every  marshal  or  depn^  mar- 
shal, and  every  other  person  whom  tlw  Presi- 
dent might  empower  for  the  purpose,  was 
authorized  and  required  to  seize  and  detain, 
not  merely  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  but  any 
other  "  means  or  materials  "  provided  for  such 
an  expedition,  no  matter  whether  it  was  destin- 
ed for  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  or  America.  How 
easily  a  power  bo  extensive,  espeoially  whpn 
conferred  upon  snch  a  host  of  subordinate  of- 
ficers, might  be  abased,  every  Senator  conld  at 
once  peroaive.  Herohants  who  had  fitted  ont 
veeseb  to  trade  with  foreign  conntries  in  a  state 
€£  war,  might  be  thus  harassed  and  annoyed ; 
and  that  too  without  any  sood  raasm.  The 
present  exigency  demanded  no  such  general 
change  in  our  neutrality  laws ;  perhaps,  in  thia 
partioolar,  it  demanded  no  change  at  aU.  What 
was  that  exigency  ?  An  insurrection  bad  brok- 
en out  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  against  the 
British  Golonial  Government  Thesetwo Prov- 
inces, t(»ether  with  Texas  and  Mexico,  were 
conterminous  with  the  United  States.  The 
duties  of  good  neighborhood,  the  preservation 
of  peace  and  quiet  along  the  borders,  required 
that  the  ri^ts  of  onr  citizens,  under  the  law 
of  naticau,  ahonid  beabridgect  in  fbruiaUnft 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  the  insurgents, 
A  fow  and  dmple^  bnt  precise  providons 
liad  been  adopted  by  uie  Senate,  oon&ied  to  the 
particular  case  in  point,  and  other  similar  oases 
which  might  arise,  to  prevent  our  dtizens  from 
sending  vessels  or  r^ioles,  arms  or  munitions  of 
war  across  the  border,  intended  to  be  employed 
in  aiding  the  insoigents  in  their  hostile  attempts. 

There  was  no  more  fraitful  source  of  error 
in  legislatimt  than  to  make  general  and  inde^-  ' 
nite  provisions,  when  the  evil  to  be  remedied 
was  confined  to  &  particular  and  special  case. 

Oonddering  the  urgent  neces^ty  of  the  pres- 
ent crisis,  and  the  danger  that  the  passage  oi 
any  bill  ndght  be  defeated-  by  a  odlision  of 
o^oion  between  the  two  Hooses,  the  commit- 
tee had  detennined  not  to  move  ar^eotionof 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  fnm  the  Honse. 
They  had  contented  th^selvos  with  proposing 
such  amendments  as  would  confine  its  opera- 
tion within  proper  limits.  According  to  these 
amendment^  the  articles  which  might  be  seized 
were  restricted  to  arms  and  mni^tKHis  of  war ; 
kdA  ibfir  plaeea  of  destinatiwi  would  not  be 
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the  Torld  generaDy,  bat  only  oonterminons 
ooantries. 

Hr.  Clat,  of  Eentacky,  considered  the  amend- 
ments offered,  each  as  under  all  the  drcnm- 
stances  ought  to  be  adopted.  There  were  two 
considerations  which,  on.  general  principles, 
recommended  the  adoption  of  the  amendments. 
The  first  was,  that  the  power  of  the  Exeoative 
was  probably  too  mach  extended  *bj  the  bill, 
without  the  changes  introduced,  and  the  other, 
that  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  conduct  foreign 
trade  and  commerce  was  too  mnch  abridged. 

Jb.  NoBTBLL  said  he  would  like  to  propound 
one  question  to  the  honorable  churman.  It 
was  well  known  that  patriot*,  as  they 
were  oaDed  br  stmie,  adoptea  a  mode  of  oper- 
atum  extremely  dlfiBcolt  to  detect.  They  were 
in  &e  habit  of  prooaring  wagons  like  those 
used  by  the  tin  peadler&  in  which  were  secreted 
arms  and  mmutions  of  war;  and  these  were 
driven  over  the  lines,  or  hidden  in  the  Kanmee 
swamps,  from  whence  they  could  be  t^en  at 
pleaaure.  He  wished  to  know  if  there  was 
mj  clause  ia  the  bill  which  would  reach  tiiis 
easel 

Mr.  BnoHANAN  replied,  that  the  bill  did  make 
ft  praciae  provision  in  its  second  section. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  was  read : 

Section  2.  Strike  out  the  proviao  at  the  end  of 
this  8ecU(»i,  and  insert  ia  its  stead  the  following  : 
*'  Ftovided  that  nothiiig  m  this  act  oaatiined  shall 
be  oonstaiied  to  extend  to,  or  interfere  with  any  trade 
in  aims  or  munitions  of  war,  conducted  in  vessels  by 
sea  with  any  fore^  port  or  place  whatever,  wUfu 
might  hare  been  Uwfully  earned  on  before  ^e  pas- 
sage <^  this  act,  under  tiiQ  law  of  nation^  and 
providons  of  die  act  hereby  amended." 

Kr.  BuoBANAH  sidd  that  a  short  endanation 
of  this  amendment  was  necessary.  The  second 
section  of  the  bill  seemed  to  be  intended  us  a 
substitnte  for  the  first  and  second  sections  of 
the  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate.  Onr  bill 
had  been  confined  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States:  the  bill  of  the  House  embraced  all 
persona.  We  had  believed  that  if  the  United 
states  prevented  th^  own  dtizens  from  ^d- 
Ing  in  uiHarractionary  movements  in  n«ghbor> 
Ing  TOovinoes  or  conntries^  ire  had  performed 
onr  an^.  Under  the  law  of  nfttions,  it  vas 
lawfbl  for  dtiaens  of  the  United  States  to  sell 
traia  and  mnniti(»s  of  war  to  for^^ers,  with- 
out regard  to  the  use  which  was  mtended  to 
be  made  of  them.  If  they  were  captured  in 
proceeding  to  a  foreign  country,  this  was  the 
fate  of  war,  and  the  foreign  purchaser  mtist 
suffer  the  loss.  .We  had  not  intended  to 
abridge  this  trade :  and  hence  our  bill  had  con- 
fined the  smzures  to  arms  and  munitions  of  war 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  provisions  of  the  House  bill  mi^t  essen- 
tially interfere  with  our  foreign  commerce  in 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  nnless  they  were 
confined  to  the  partioalar  objects  which  we  all 
had  in  view,  for  example,  Uexico  was  a 
eonntiy  eontemdiKmB  witb  toe  Umted  States. 
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Suppose  the  existence  <^a  dvU  mr  there,  and 
the  opponents  of  the  Government  to  have  ob- 
tuned  poaseadon  of  the  port  and  oHj  cf  Vers 
Cmz.  Under  this  hill,  ndther  citizens  of  the 
Ui^ted  States  nor  jbreigners  could  cany  cargoes 
of  arms  or  munitions  of  war  to  that  city  from 
any  of  oar  ports,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them 
to  the  party  in  the  civil  war  opposed  to  the 
Government,  because  it  would  be  notorious  that 
they  were  intended  to  be  employed  in  carrying 
on  military  operations  within  the  territory  of  a 
friendly  power ;  and  yet  each  a  trade  had  al- 
ways existed. 

The  oljeot  of  the  proposed  amendment  was 
to  preserve  this  trade  to  our  dtisens,  by  eonfin- 
ing  the  operation  of  tiie  second  seotiMi  of  the 
bill  to  tue  interior  frxintiers  of  the  Uidted 
States.  leaving  the  trade  by  tM  in.  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  to  he  regukted  as  it  had  been 
heretofore  nnder  the  act  m  1818. 

The  third  amendment  was  read : 

Section  three,  line  twelve,  insert  after  llie  word 
"  time"  the  words,  "  not  exceeding  ten  daysL" 

Kr.  BuoHUTAir  said  that,  in  almost  every 
respect  the  House  had  adopted  a  mnch  stronger 
measure  than  the  Senate  had  deemed  necessary. 
We  did  believe  that  where  a  man's  property 
was  seized  upon  suspicion,  no  matter  how 
strong,  if  he  would  nve  bond  and  good  secnri- 
ty,  in  double  its  vala&  that  it  should  not  he 
eftiployed  in  violate  the  providons  of  tbe  law, 
that  it  ooght  to  be  Immediately  Testored  to  Ids 
possesnon.  The  House  had  adopted  a  different 
opinion.  Undw  the  provisions  of  their  bill,  at 
least  tibree  months  most  elapse  before  anna  and 
munitions  of  war  could  he  restored  to  the 
ownenup*^ bis  giving  such  a  bond  and  secnr^ 
ity.  The  proposed  amendment  was  intended 
to  correct  what  he  could  not  but  believe  was  a 
mere  omission  in  the  Hoose.  As  the  tlurd 
section  now  stood,  the  officer  or  perstHi  who 
had  seized  the  property,  might  hold  it  as  long 
as  he  himself  deemed  a  reasonable  time,  without 
applying  to  the  Judge  for  a  warrant  for  its  de- 
tention. The  proposed  amendment  provided 
that  he  shonld  make  this  application  to  the 
Judge  for  a  warrant  within  a  reasonaiUe  tbne^ 
not  exeeedinff  t$n  dayt  from  l^e  date  of  the 
seizare. 

The  fourth  amendment  was  read  and  ad<^ 
ed,  witiiout  debate;  and  is  as  foDowa : 

Saa  1.  After  tiie  words  "reason  to beUeveP*  in  the 
second  Ime,  ioaert  as  fdlows :  *'  diet  the  pravimas 
of  this  set  have  been  or  are  likely  to  be  violated." 

The  fifth  amendment  was  read ;  and  tbe  Sal- 
lowing OS  a  new  section : 

Sm.  6.  And  ia<f>WaaPfMdidt  Ibat  tUa  art 
shall  continne  in  force  for  the  period  of  two  yean, 

and  no  hmger. 

2Cr.  BuoHANAH  ^d  that  he  was  not  at  all 
satisfied  with  the  bill:  and  he  beUeved  he  miidit 
say  as  mnch  for  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. But  the  crisis  demanded  that  we 
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^oald  Adopt  some  meware  promptlj;  aod 
tbqy  had  deemed  it  necesaarj  to  tako  ttus  iiiea»> 
nn,  vith  all  its  imperfeotioiu,  rather  tiian  do 
uotiiing.  Such  Beamed  to  be  the  onhr  altema- 
tire,  under  ezistiiu  ciromnstancee.  There  tbb 
one  oompl^nt,  at  ^ast  whioh  could  not  Jonljr 
be  made  agtunBt  the  bill ;  and  that  was,  tLat  it 
did  not  give  Ba£Qciei^  power  to  the  Execative. 
The  committee  were  oppoeed  to  making  this  a 
permanent  law,  and  pla<ung  it  aa  saoh  upon  our 
Btatate  book,  as  part  of  our  code  to  regulate  onr 
nentrai  relation  with  foreign  GoTenunent& 
He  hoped  that  before  two  years  ^onld  elapse, 
some  well  ooDstdered  and  carefollj  drawn  bill 
might  be  adopted  on  tiie  mil^eot. 


nOUSE  OW  RBPBXBENTATITXaL 

TiTxsDAT,  March  6, 
Dworee  of  Bank  and  StaU. 

Mr.  Oambbblenq,  from  the  Oommittee  of 
Waya  and  Means,  reported  that 

The  Hospention  of  spede  paymeuta  by  the  banki 
tfarongfaout  the  United  Bcitee,  in  May  last,  eompelled 
the  Becretwy  of  the  TVeunry,  in  obedience  to  the 
constitution  and  existing  laws,  to  dispense  vith  their 
agmoy  and  the  use  of  £eir  notes,  an'd  to  eniploy  the 
officers  of  QoTemment  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  his  De- 
partment The  banks  refused  to  pay  the  laige  sur- 
plus deposited  vith  them  In  the  only  medium  au- 
thorized by  lav,  snd  the  expenditures  m  GoTenmtent 
would  have  been  generally  suspended,  had  not  the 
public  creditors  consented  to  receive  their  dues  in 
drafts  upon  badka  iriddi  paid  ttum  ooly  in  faredeetn- 
aUenotea. 

Under  such  extnonBnarjdrcnmataDoea,  It  became 
obrionaly  neeeaaaiy  to  derlsB  some  mode  of  manag- 
ing our  finances,  which  would  prevent  rimitar  em- 
bairaaamenla  in  nitara.  Tbe  l^wident,  acoordiaKly, 
in  disdiarging  his  omstitatioul  dn^,  reoommmded, 
at  the  late  eraaion,  a  series  of  measnres,  calculated, 
as  your  committee  beliere,  to  ^re  stability  to  the 
(qwraUons  of  the  Ttaasuiy,  and,  at  tiie  same  time,  to 
peHeTe  tbe  trade  and  banks  of  the  country  from  a 
connection  mutually  diwdTtntageous  to  them  and  to 
Govemnwnt 

These  recraamendations  were  opposed  by  the 
friends  of  a  NaUonal  Bank,  and  by  others  vho  de- 
sired to  renew  our  fiscal  relations  with  Hm  State 
bonks.  It  was,  hovever,  adnutted  th&t  there  was  no 
|H<oq>ect  of  the  establishment  of  a  national  Ijuttitn- 
ti(mfbraomeyeantocome,if  erer;  andthee^o- 
rioB  of  tiw  State  bank  depont  sjrstem  vaa  too  reeent 
to  vamot  the  expectation  of  its  reneval  at  an  earty 
period,  if  at  all.  Notwithstanding,  howCTer,  the  con- 
dition of  our  finances,  and  the  argent  necessity  of  some 
regoiation  to  render  our  Treasuiy  independent  of 
braka,  and  fworido  addittonal  guards  for  the  safe- 
kee^ng  of  the  pabUo  mnwy,  tbe  Tk«asary  was  left 
anudBtallitsenibaRaaameiits.  The  aame  regulations 
are  again  reoonunended  by  the  Prerident ;  and  noth- 
b^  haa,  in  the  mean  time,  occurred  to  Induce  the 
committee  to  disnge  their  opinion,  that  their  adop- 
tiim  is  not  only  essential  to  the  safety  and  independ- 
ence of  tbe  jHiblio  Treasury,  bat  to  tiie  staUltty  of 
tnda  and  of  ererr  ammd  batdc  in  the  Utdmi. 

The  ennta  (tf  die  laat  dvee  yean  ban  prodoeed  a 
gBMBsl  eonrl^m,  Aat  tin  pnbfie  BOna?  Aookl  Bvt 
Vol.  Zm— U 
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be  empii^ed  by  bonks  or  any  other  institatiwis  in  oma- 
menaal  discounts,  bovever  profitable  f ta  use  might 
be  to  their  stodtholders.  During  the  qtecniations  of 
1886  and  1886,  the  deposit  banks  stimulated  specnla- 
ti<ai  to  excess,  and  in  1687  suddenly  wiftdrev  ^idr 
accommodations  to  meet  the  public  demands.  The 
accumulation  and  distribution  of  the  surplns  vera 
smong  the  most  poweiTul  causes  of  that  alaim  irtddi 
produced  the  suspenaioa  of  specie  poyments.  When 
banks  thus  emploj  the  pubUo  mooey,  they  deal  iaafand 
orer  vhitdi  tbey  hare  no  control,  and  its  constaiA 
trsnsfers  and  BactaatiMis  embarraaa  tlieir  annmercial 
operations.  Even  Oovenimfflit  itaelt  cannot  reguUte 
its  amount,  antidpate  its  fluctuations,  or  tbe  demands 
upon  the  Treasury.  Undor  any  system  (rf'reTenoe,  the 
transBctions  of  Govennnent  vould  anhamss  trade 
vherever  they  are  onited.  Bat  in  thla  eoontiy,  the 
connection  is  porticolatly  diaaatrous,  owing  to  the 
extraMdnaryfluotaationsinourrevennfc  Our  income 
is  derived  from  customs  and  public  lands,  and  Is 
violentiy  aflliected  by  the  rqud  growth  of  our  wealth, 
commerce,  and  population.  Under  onr  revenue  lavs, 
as  they  have  heretofore  existed,  ve  luvo  rqwatedly 
bad  a  large  surplus  at  one  moment,  and  tmme^atdy 
after  a  hmkmirt  Treasury.  Byrenevlng  tbeoonneo> 
tion  vith  banks,  ve  shall  mdie  the  pnfaUo  revenne 
i^ptin  infltmniental  in  fticj*"^  qMcuation,  whsr- 
raasing  trade,  and  i^nriag  every  daaa  of  tba  eoaa- 
mani^. 

Tbe  proposed  separation  ia  easentiai  to  the  steady  and 
independent  action  of  trade,  banks,  and  Government. 
The  finances  of  the  latter  must  become  embarrassed 
every  revdntion,  so  long  as  onr  terauue  coaristi  of 
bank  notes  or  bai^  depodts.  The  oonvertitdUty  of 
either  into  spede  is  vhoUy  illusive,  and  has  been  hith- 
erto sustahied  by  confidence  alone.  That  confldenoe 
is  now  destroyed.  If  a  few  banks  only  had  suspended 
spede  payments  from  bad  management,  confidence 
in  other  institutions  m^;fat  have  been  continued.  Or 
if,  as  in  war,  Ooverament  bad  deemed  It  expedient 
to  borrow  their  credit  and  sanction  its  abuse,  it  ml^it 
have  revived  with  tbe  return  of  peace,  snd  the  repa- 
ration (tf  qiede  payments.  But  it  never  has  oooor- 
Ted  before,  that,  in  time  of  peace,  and  anddst  general 
pro^rity,  the  hanks  of  a  nation  have  simultaneondy 
snqiended  q>ede  payments;  and,  what  Is  ftr  mote 
imptMtant,  as  it  r^pma  the  fiitnte,  the  vlsbes  of  Aa 
trwling  community  antidnated  the  action  of  the  banks, 
the  suspension  was  liallea  as  a  measure  of  oommer- 
cial  relief,  our  LepsUtares  ssnctiwied  it,  and  the  pob- 
lie  were  compell^  to  acquiesce.  The  dActs  of  the 
0aE9>ension  were  Uttle  nndetstood  by  those  irtio 
domed  it  a  measure  of  relief.  Tbe  trade  cS  no 
country  can  be  relieved  by  a  sudden  redaction  of  itB 
eotvency.  We  had  been  Cor  tvdva  Bumths  under 
tbe  harsh  ixpeni&m  of  a  cUmhmtkHi  of  eommasdal 
and  bank  credits.  Tbey  had  neariy,  if  not  quite, 
readied  that  n^nlmum  flrnn  which,  after  a  temporary 
stagnation  of  trade,  they  vould  naturally  have  risen 
agun,  when  the  suspennon  (for  all  commercial  pur- 
poses at  home)  sw^enly  converted  eighty  miUtona 
of  cmrency  Into  merchandise,  and  it  vaa  wfthdravn 
ftom  drodstiinL  Hie  oonqxRuid  siBnd&rd  of  ^leoia 
snd  psper,  vrtiich  the  propo^  of  tbe  Union  liad 
been  measured,  vas  atfruptiy  reduced  from  abont 
one  hundred  and  ninety  millions  to  (me  hundred  and 
ten  millions  of  a  variously  depredated  oorrency ;  w, 
if  ve  conrider  spede  as  tiw  only  eommon  standard, 
fttan  a  hnndred  and  nlne^  to  doiu^  mfflkna.  For- 
eign exchanges  rose,  noCwithstairaIng  tUa  extraord* 
naiy  lednetton,  and  all  tfie  angoiBe  antielpatiwia  «f 
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A  rarlnl  of  orafldenOB  md  ore^  dsappoiiited. 
Oar  reduced  cwrencj  was  still  f\irtber  dindnidted, 
the  tenn  ot  our  oonuneidal  emburuBUMits  was  pro- 
longed, and  tiie  revlTal  of  trade  poe^xated  to  an  ua- 
oerUin  petffid.  These  were  the  oonaeqaences  of  that 
neasure  iriiidi  it  waa  supposed  woi^d  reliere  the 


Bnt  howerer  we  may  suffer  by  the  recent  Buspen- 
dkm,  we  most  anticipate  a  Bimilar  event  at  every  re- 
▼ulaion.  It  cannot  be  avdded  in  this  age  of  specu- 
lation, and  with  our  system  of  banldng.  In  periods 
of  alarm,  those  who  are  threatened  with  bauKraptcy 
wiil  se^  relief  in  any  measure,  regardiees  of  conne- 
qu^ces.  The  banks  will  certainly  yield  to  the  de- 
mands of  trade  in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  and  the  re- 
coil ectiona  of  the  run  upon  them  hi  1837  will  produce 
a  panic,  wtdt^  must  compel  most,  if  not  aU,  other 
bulks  to  follow  their  example.  Some  portions  of 
the  Union  may  poaribly  escape;  but  we  may  cer- 
tainlr  anticipate  embairassmeut  in  acMne  sectaona,  and 
we  should  accordingly  prepare  for  it.  The  baidting 
,  lyitem  of  this  ooontry  must  be  thwoi^ily  reformed 
'  bilbie  oonAdeDoe  in  the  oonTcitiblUty  of  brak  notea 
can  be  permaaently  leriTed.  No  todi  refivm  can, 
at  this  tune,  be  antidpated.  A  few  more  dlaastroua 
reruWons  may  compel  ua,  at  some  Aiture  period,  to 
correct  the  vices  of  our  system ;  but,  for  the  present, 
It  is  evident  that  our  load  cuTrendea  are  to  be  sUU 
further  vitiated  by  State  le^slatioo.  With  our  re- 
cent experience,  and  with  such  a  prospect  befim 
Of,  a  Just  and  patriotic  regard  for  the  pvittie  intenat 
Wgently  requires  that  the  Treasury  of  tbe  United 
Btites  eboidd  not  be  hereafter  exposed  to  embar- 
iMBnent  oe  bankruptcy  by  being  connected  with  a 
system  liable  at  all  times  to  exploaon,  and  that  it 
Aould  MT«r  again  be  made  dependent  upon  every 
vUiriliids  In  tiw  oonnneidal  lyMem  of  die  wt^d. 

The  pubUe  mind  is  satisfied  that  some  plan  should 
be  adopted  to  relieve  trade  from  any  connection  with 
oor  revenneB,  and  to  render  our  Treaauiy  independ- 
ent of  all  exi^oeions,  Numerous  plans  hare  been 
pn^MBed  for  making  a  partial  use  of  banks,  for  the 
mere  ^urpoae  of  keeping  the  public  money,  under 
some  q>edal  deposit  system,  with  an  obligation 
not  to  employ  it  in  loans  to  .trade.  N«  aodi  deporit 
cubeefleetual  botoae  wUeh  seeurea  tolbolveas- 
nry  tiie  control  over  the  money  apedaUy  deposited, 
and  leaves  the  duly  receipts  and  payments  to  be 
made  by  pul^io  offioera.  Suoh  a  system  would 
merdy  secure  the  use  of  the  vaults  of  the  banka  aa 
places  of  safety,  and  would  be  unnecessary  wliere  -our 
poWc  ftOoea  ate  anpi^ied,  aa  they  all  must  be,  with 
vwhs  or  aafes,  or  botii,  for  the  praMrratton  of  the 
public  arefaivee  and  treasure.  If  <he  banks  have 
control  over  the  public  money  deposited  with  thou, 
all  the  stipulations  and  obligations  whicli  can  be  con- 
trived will  nevo-  prevent  them  fVom  •discounting  upm 
it,  directiy  or  Indirectiy;  and  all  the  guards  we  can 
Movide  will  not  secure  to  the  Ikeanuy  its  specie 
itand  in  case  of  ft  su^enafam.  The  Tarions 
thms  wUch  have  been  proposed  would  be.  In  praatiee, 
mere  nollitiee.  The  obli^tlon  to  credit  the  revenue 
eoUeeled,  as  specie,  has  alwaya  existed,  and  would 
be  more  Unmng  hereafter  than  it  has  been  here- 
tofore ;  and  R  special  depo^  exdurively  controlled 
by  the  bank,  would  be  as  unavailable  in  case  of  a 
Buqwnrion  aa  any  other,  wlilch  it  would  be  equally 
bound  in  law  to  pay  In  tpede.  A  atipulation  that 
the  bank  ahoold  pay  the  IVeasury  wwrant  in  qwde 
would  be  tboctive,  as  that  must  be  determined  by 
ttw  Govemmant  creditor.  .Whetbn  the  deposits 


are  in  qteele  or  In  bank  notes,  H  wDl  pay  nt  in 

own  notes,  and  Increase  ita  diaconats  accorAi^. 
Periodkal  aettlementa  with  banka  faaving  cntnl 
over  the  deports,  before  and  after  the  settlemeu, 
would  be  a  mere  formality.  Banka  might  be  em- 
ployed under  a  system  wf  Joint  maDagaDcat  nd 
control.  Special  coUectkma,  deposits,  and  &BmK- 
ments  mi^t  be  made  under  the  care  of  tea  leticf 
officers,  one  to  be  iqtpointed  by  GovemiDait,  Ac 
other  by  the  banks ;  but  .micii  a  plan  woald  nqrin 
a  much  greater  number  of  officers  than  is  ncnr  pn- 
posed ;  and  would,  at  the  same  time,  euble  tke 
banks  employed  by  the  Treasury  to  snbeiitiile  tbes 
notes  for  the  coin  ocrtlected,  and  enlane  their  inci 
and  their  disooonta,  whidi  is  one  of  the  pnadpl 
evils  derigned  to  be  avdded  by  ^  sqiantiaB. 

The  Treasmr  cannot,  with  aafety  to  itsdf  cr  It 
trade,  part  with  its  control  over  the  public  nant;, 
from  its  collection  to  ita  diebniaemenL  Alta  a- 
amining  the  subject  in  all  ita  bearings,  and  irith  enj 
desire  to  unite  public  sentiment  in  bodw  maem, 
the  committee  are  more  than  ever  convinced  tbil  tk 
amplest,  moat  ecovtnnioal,  and  best  [rian,  fiv  lU  it- 
ternts,  aa  a  permanent  ^stem,  li  to  empli^oiwi 
of  Gorenunent,  qipdnted  by  the  TteMat  liAie 
qiiwobation  of  the  Senate,  to  ctdlect,  keep,  iftiit 
burse  the  puhlio  money,  onder  audi  rtffll^m 
guards,  and  restrictions  aa  Congrees  mayfrnntiMV 
time  deem  expedient 

A  bill  for  the  divorce  of  Bank  and  State,  nJ 
for  the  establishment  of  an  Independently 
arj     the  United  StKbea^  waa  men  rqnrtei 


IK  BXKATK. 

Satdkoat,  March  10. 
Jndt^endent  Tretuury  S3L 
The  Senate  resnmed  &e  conuderatioQ  of  tbe 
Independent  Treasury  bill ;  the  queatioi  ^ 
on  Mr.  BtJOHAiTAN's  motion  to  postpone  tkeli 
and  ameiflinient  till  the  next  aessioiL 
The  motion  was  lost  by — 

Tub.— Keass.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  CUy  <^  ^ 
tucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davia,  Onmdy, 
UcEean,  Herridc,  Prentiss,  Pmtmi,  Rires,  ScUM 
Runles,  Smith      Indiana,  Soutbaid,  ^>me,  S*>^ 
Ta^adge,  Tipton,  Webster,  and  White— SS. 

Nats.— Meaera.  Alloi,  Benton,  Brows,  0^ 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cutiibeit,  Fulton,  HubiiiM,  Sj^ 
lAau,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Uoma,  Houton,  Hmm 
KOee,  Morvell,  Pierce,  Boane,  BoIwisod,  Sctv- 
Smith  ofConnecticnt,  Straqge*  Trotter.  WallEer,  VA 
WilUama,  Wright,  and  Toang— S9. 

Indt^eruUnt  Tr^uuTy—Beply  (tf 
Calhoun  to  Mr.  Clay. 

Having  now  established  by  the 
have  i^anged  do  opinion,  abandoned  no  pnM- 
pie,  nor  deserted  any  party,  the  chai^  «  "J 
Senator,  with  all  tiie  aspersions  with  whicli» 
accompanied  it  fidls  prostrate  to  the 
Here  I  might  leave  the  snlgect,  and  c]o«b/ 
vindication.   Bnt  I  choose  not   I  shall 
the  Senator  np,  step  by  step,  in  his  onprorom 
and,  I  may  now  add,  gronndless  attack,  w» 
blows  not  lees  dedsive  and  victorious. 

Hu  Senator  next  prooeeded  to  state,  tint » 
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a  certain  docnment  (If  he  named  it  I  did  not 
hear  him)  I  assign  as  the  reason  why  I  could  not 
join  in  the  attack  on  the  Administration,  that 
the  benefit  of  tlie  victory  wonld  not  enare  to 
myself  or  my  party ;  or,  as  he  explwned  him- 
self^  because  it  would  not  place  myself  and  them 
in  power.  I  presume  he  referred  to  a  letter,  in 
answer  to  an  invitation  to  a  public  dinner, 
ofibred  me  by  my  old  and  faithnil  friends  and 
oonstitnents  of  Edg^ld,  in  approbation  of  my 
oourse  at  the  extra  sesrion. 
rMr.Ci.AT.  I  do.] 

The  pressure  of  domestio  engagements  would 
not  permit  me  to  accept  their  invitation,  and, 
in  decliniDg  it,  I  deemed  it  due  to  them  and 
myself  to  explain  my  course,  in  its  political 
and  party  bearing,  more  fully  than  I  had  done 
in  debate.  They  had  a  right  to  know  my  rea- 
sons, and  I  expressed  myself  with  the  frankness 
due  to  the  long  and  uninterrupted  confidence 
that  had  ever  existed  betweea  ua.  Having 
made  these  explanatory  remarks,  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  meet  t^e  assertion  of  the  Senator,  and 
I  a«tfn  take  issae  on  the  fiict.  I  assigned  no 
snon  reason  as  the  Senator  attribntes  to  me.  I 
never  dreamed  or  thought  of  sooh  a  one ;  nor 
can  any  force  of  constrnction  extort  it  from 
what  I  said.  "No :  my  object  was  not  power  or 
place,  either  for  myself  or  party.  It  was  ftr 
more  humble  and  houest.  It  was  to  save  our- 
selves and  our  principles  from  being  absorbed 
and  lost  in  a  party  more  numerous  and  power* 
foL  but  dififering  from  us  on  almost  every  pria- 
dple  and  question  of  policy. 

When  the  saspensionof  specie  payments  took 

glaoe  in  May  last,  (not  unexpected  to  me,)  I 
nmediately  tnmM  my  attenijon  to  the  event 
earnestly,  con«dering  it  as  an  event  pr^^naut 
witJi  great  and  lasting  consequences.  Beview- 
ing  the  whole  ground,  I  saw  nothing  to  dtange 
in  the  opinions  and  principles  I  had  avowed  m 
1884,  and  I  determined  to  carry  them  out,  as 
&r  aa  circumstances  and  m.y  ability  would  en- 
able me.  But  I  saw^that  my  course  must  be 
influenced  by  the  position  which  the  two  great 
contending  parties  might  take  in  reference  to 
the  question.  I  did  not  doubt  that  the  Opposi- 
tion would  rally  either  on  a  National  Bank,  or 
a  combination  of  Stat«  banks,  with  Hr.  Biddle's 
at  the  head ;  but  I  was  wholly  uncertain  what 
course  the  Administration  would  adopt  and  re- 
mained so  till  the  Message  of  the  PresideDt  was 
reoMved  and  read  by  the  Secretary  at  his  table. 
When  I  saw  he  went  for  a  divorce,  I  never 
hentated  a  moment  Not  only  my  opiidcsu  and 
principles  long  entert^ned,  and.  as  I  have 
shown,  fully  expressed  years  ago,  hut  the  high- 
est political  motives,  left  me  no  alternative.  I 
perceived,  at  once,  that  the  object,  to  accom- 
plish which  we  had  acted  in  concert  with  the 
Opposition,  had  ceased ;  Executive  usurpations 
had  come  to  an  end  for  the  present;  audtJiatthe 
struggle  with  tiie  Administration  was  no  longer 
for  power,  but  to  save  themselves,  I  also  dear- 
ly saw  if  we  should  unite  with  the  Oppodtion 
in  HuSi  attack  on  the  Administratum,  the  vio- 
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tory  over  them  in  the  position  they  occupied, 
would  be  a  victory  over  us  and  our  principles. 
It  required  no  sagacity  to  see  that  snch  would 
be  the  result.  It  was  as  plain  as  day.  The 
Administration  bad  taken  positioD,  as  I  have 
shown,  on  the  very  gronnd  I  occupied  in  1884, 
and  which  the  whole  State  Bights  party  had 
taken  at  the  same  time  in  the  other  House,  as 
its  jonmals  will  prove.  The  Opposition,  under 
the  banner  of  the  bank,  were  moving  agidnst 
them  for  the  veir  reason  that  they  bad  taken 
the  gronnd  they  did. 

How,  I  aakj  what  would  have  been  the  result 
if  we  had  joined  in  the  attack  ?  No  one  can 
now  doubt  that  the  victory  over  those  in  power 
woDld  have  been  certain  and  deciaive,  nor 
wonld  the  conseqnenoea  have  been  the  least 
doabtftil.  The  firat  fruit  would  have  been  a 
National  Buik.  The  principles  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, and  the  very  object  of  the  attack,  wonld 
have  necessarily  led  to  that  We  would 
have  been  not  only  too  feeble  to  resist,  but 
would  have  been  oommltted  by  joining  in  the 
attack  with  its  avowed  object  to  go  for  one^ 
while  those  who  support  the  Adnunlstration 
wonld  have  been  scattered  in  the  winds.  Wo 
should  then  have  had  a  bank — that  is  clear ; 
nor  is  it  less  certain,  that  in  its  train  there 
would  have  followed  ^1  the  consequences  which 
have  and  ever  will  foUow,  when  tried — high 
duties,  overflowing  revenue,  extravagant  ex- 
penditures, large  snrplosea ;  in  a  word,  all  those 
disastrons  oottse(|uences  which  have  well  nigh 
overthrown  our  mstitntions,  and  involved  ma 
country  in  its  present  difficulties.  The  influence 
of  the  institution,  the  known  principles  and 
poli<7^  of  the  ()ppodtion,  and  the  utter  prostntc 
tion  o{  the  Adminisbration  party,  and  the  ab- 
sorption o!  onra,  would  have  led  to  these 
suits  as  certainly  as  we  eidst 

I  now  appeal.  Senators,  to  yonr  candor  and 
justice,  and  a^,  could  I,  having  all  these  con- 
seqaences  before  me,  with  my  known  opinions 
and  that  of  the  party  to  wbi<w  I  belong,  and  to 
which  only  I  owe  fidelity,  have  acted  differ- 
entiy  from  what  I  did  ?  Would  not  any  other 
course  have  jnstiy  exposed  me  to  tiie  cbai^  of 
having  abandoned  my  prindples  and  party, 
with  which  I  am  now  accused  so  nnjusth^f 
Nay,  would  it  not  have  been  worse  than  fdly 
— been  madness  in  me,  to  have  taken  any 
otbtff  And  yet)  the  groonds  which  I  have 
assnmed  in  this  exposition  are  the  very  rmuont 
aamgned  in  my  letter,  and  which  the  Senator  . 
has  perverted  most  unfair  an4  ni^ustiy  into 
the  pitifol,  personal,  and  selfish  reason,  which 
he  has  attributed  to  me.  Confirmative  of  what 
I  say,  I  again  ^tpeal  to  the  record.  The  Secre- 
tary will  read  the  paragruih  marked  in  ray 
Edgefield  letter,  to  whidi,  I  presume,  the  Sen- 
ator alluded. 

**  As  Ktoa  as  I  saw  this  state  of  things,  I  deariy 
perceived  that  a  very  important  question  was  pre- 
sented for  our  detenainatioa,  which  we  were  com- 
pelled  to  decide  f(»thvitfa — dutU  we  continue  our 
joint  attadE  vith  the  Nationals  on  Uioae  in  power,  in 


Imdtpnimt  TVwoiwy— iSf^  t^Jlr.  CUtoM  to  Mr.  Cla^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THK 


Uabch,  1888w} 

the  new  portion  which  ibey  hare  been  compelled  to 
occupy  P  It  ma  clear,  irith  our  joint  forces,  we  conld 
«tt»ly  overtfarow  end  demoIiBh  them,  bat  it  was  not 
less  dear  that  the  victory  would  enure,  not  to  us, 
1h4  ezdoairely  to  the  benefit  of  oar  allies  and  their 
CHue.  Tbey  wen  the  most  numerous  and  powerful, 
and  the  pmnt  at  aaeault  on  the  posiUon  which  the 
party  to  be  assaulted  bad  taken  in  relation  to  the 
banks,  would  have  greatly  strenethened  the  settled 
principles  and  policy  of  the  National  party,  and 
weakened,  in  the  same  d^ree,  ours.  They  are,  and 
ever  hare  been,  the  dedded  advocates  of  a  National 
Bsnk,  and  are  now  in  favor  of  one  with  a  capital  so 
•mide  as  to  be  sulBdeiit  to  ocmtrd  the  State  institu- 
dons,  and  to  regnlate  the  currency  and  exchangee  of 
ttie  country.  To  Jt^  them  with  Aeir  avowed 
dyect  In  the  attack  to  overthrow  those  in  power,  on 
tiw  ground  they  oocnined  against  a  bank,  would,  of 
•ome,  not  only  have  placed  the  Qovemment  and 
ooontry  in  fteir  hands  without  opposition,  bat  would 
Imtc  otmndtted  as,  b^ood  the  posdbility  of  extri- 
oatitni,  for  a  bank,  and  absorbed  our  party  in  the 
ranks  of  the  National  RepabUcans.  The  firat  fruits 
of  the  victory  would  have  been  an  overdiadowing 
National  Bank,  with  an  immense  capital,  not  less  than 
£mn  fifty  to  a  hundred  millions,  which  would  have  cen- 
tralized the  currency  and  exchanges,  and  with  them 
the  commerce  and  coital  of  the  oonntry,  in  what- 
ever section  the  head  of  the  institution  mi^t  be 
ideoed.  The  next  would  be  the  Indissolubte  onion 
cf  the  political  oiqKineDts,  whose  prindples  and  policy 
are  m  c^iposite  to  ours,  and  so  dangerous  to  our  insti- 
tntioDS,  as  well  as  so  oppresmve  to  us." 

I  now  ask,  is  there  any  thing  in  this  eztraot 
which  Irill  warrant  the  conatmotion  that  the 
Senator  has  attempted  to  force  on  it  f  Is  it 
not  manifest  that  the  expression  on  which  he 
fixes,  that  the  Tiotory  would  ennre,  not  to  as, 
\nt  ezolaairely  to  the  benefit  of  the  Opposition, 
flllndes  not  to  power  or  place,  but  to  principle 
and  polio7 1  Oan  words  be  more  pliun  t  What 
tiim  becomes  (rf  all  the  aspersions  of  the  Sena- 
tor, his  reflectuxu  abont  Belfidmees  and  the 
want  of  patrlotinn,  md  his  aUnaioua  and  inas- 
trationa  to  give  than  force  and  effisct?  They 
ftU  to  the  ground  without  deserring  a  notice, 
wtth  his  gronndless  aoooaatioD.  Bnt,  in  so  pre- 
meditated and  indisoriminate  an  attack,  it  coold 
not  be  expected  that  my  motives  wonld  entire- 
ly escape,  and  we  aooordinglj  find  the  Senator 
rery  charitably  leaving  it  to  time  to  disclose 
my  motive  for  going  over.  Leave  it  to  time  to 
disclose  my  motive  for  going  over  I  I,  who 
have  changed  no  opinion,  abandoned  no  prin- 
ciple, deserted  no  party ;  I,  who  have  stood 
stiU,  and  maintained  my  gronnd  against  every 
cUffioolty,  to  be  told  thatit  is  left  to  time  to  dis- 
close my  motive  I  The  imputation  Aitka  tothe 
earth  with  the  groundless  charge  on  which  it 
rests.  I  stamp  It  with  scorn  m  the  dust.  I 

Jiok  up  the  dart,  which  fell  harmless  at  my  feet, 
huri  it  hoxik.  What  t^e  Senator  charges  on 
me  uqjustiy,  ha$  actually  done.  He  went 
over  on  a  memorable  oo<»don,  and  did  not 
leave  it  to  time  to  disclose  his  motive. 

The  Senator  next  tells  us  that  I  bore  a  char- 
acter for  stem  fidelity,  which  he  aooompanted 
1^  remarks  imidTing  that  I  had  forfeued  it 
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hj  mj  conrse  on  the  present  occasion.    If  be 
means  by  stem  fidelity  a  devoted  attacbmratto 
doty  and  principle,  which  nothing  can  over- 
come, the  character  is,  indeed,  a  high  one,  and, 
I  trost  not  entirely  unmerited.    I  have,  at 
least,  the  authority  of  the  Senator  Mmseif  for 
saying  that  it  belonged  to  me  Iwfore  the  present 
occasiOQ,  and  it  is,  of  coarse,  inonmbent  ot 
him  to  snow  that  I  have  unce  forfeited  it.  He 
will  find  the  task  a  Herculean  one.   It  would 
be  by  &r  more  easy  to  show  the  opposite; 
that,  instead  of  forfeiting,  I  have  streiwihened 
my  title  to  the  character;  instead  of  abandon- 
ing any  principles,  I  have  firmly  adhered  to 
them,  and  that,  too,  under  the  most  appalling 
diflBculties.   If  I  were  to  select  an  instance  in 
the  whole  course  of  my  life  on  which,  a^ve  all 
others,  to  rest  my  dum  to  the  character  which 
the  S^ator  attributed  to  me,  it  would  be  this 
very  one,  which  he  has  selected  to  prove  thai  I 
have  forfeited  it  I  acted  with  the  foil  knowl- 
edge of  the  dtfflcnlties  I  had  to  encounter,  and 
the  responsibUity  I  had  to  incur.  I  saw  a  great 
and  powerftd  party,  probabljr  the  most  power- 
ful in  the  ootmtry,  eagerly  seizing  on  the  catas- 
trophe which  had  befallen  the  ennreney,  and 
the  consequent  embarrassments  that  followed, 
to  displace  those  in  power,  uainst  whom  they 
had  beim  long  omtending.  Isaw  that,  to afand 
between  them  and  their  object,  I  must  neces- 
sarily incur  their  deep  and  lasting  displeasure. 
I  also  saw  that,  to  maintain  the  Admimstratiao 
in  the  porition  they  had  taken,  to  separate  the 
Government  from  the  banks,  I  wonld  draw 
down  on  me,  witii  the  ezceptitm  of  some  of  the 
Southern  bfuiks,  the  whole  weight  of  that  ex- 
tennve,  oonoentratetl,  and  powerful  int^^st — 
tiic  most  powerful  by  far  of  any  in  the  wbt^ 
commonity ;  and  thus  I  would  unite  agunat 
me  a  combination  of  political  and  moneyed  ia- 
fiuence  dmost  irreristible.  Nor  was  this  aSL  I 
could  not  but  see  that,  however  pure  and  dis- 
interested my  motives,  and  however  oonriatuit 
my  course  with  all  I  ha^  ever  said  or  done,  I 
would  be  exposed  to  the  very  ohanres  and  asper- 
sions which  I  am  now  repelling.  The  ease  with 
which  they  could  be  made,  and  the  tenmitation 
to  make  them,  I  saw  were  too  great  to  do  re- 
sisted by  the  party  morality  of  the  day,  as 
groundless  as  I  have  demonstrated  them.  Bat 
there  was  another  consequence  that  I  ooold 
not  but  foresee,  far  more  painfbl  to  me  than  all 
others.   I  but  too  clearly  saw  that,  in  so  sad- 
den and  complex  a  juncture,  called  on  as  I  was 
to  decide  on  my  course  instantly,  as  it  were,  ob 
the  field  ai  battle,  without  consutation,  or  ex- 
plaining my  reasons,  I  woujd  esbange  §or  a 
time  many  of  my  political  fiiends,  who  had 
passed  through  with  me  so  many  triak  and  dif- 
ficulties, and  for  whom  I  fed  a  brotber^s  love. 
Bat  I  saw  before  me  the  path  of  duty,  and, 
though  ragged,  and  hedged  on  all  ndes  with 
these  and  many  other  difucolties,  I  did  not  hes- 
itate a  moment  to  take  it   After  I  had  made 
up  my  mind  as  to  my  course,  in  a  oonversati<m 
with  a  Mend  about  Hie  resptnaabilitj  I  would 


Indepemdrnt  IVtcmrg—S^p  t^Mr.  CalMoim  to  Mr.  Gay. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BSBATBS  OF  OON0RBSS. 


646 


8d  Seh.] 


AdqMndM  TVmiury   Ibp^  •/Mr.  Oatkmm  to  ifr.  CIq^ 


[MUCH,  U88. 


aname,  be  remarked  that  mj  own  State  ndg^t 
desert  me.  I  replied  that  it  was  not  impossi- 
ble ;  bat  the  result  has  proved  that  I  onder-^ 
timated  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  my 
Tirtnotu  and  noble  State.  I  ask  her  pardon 
for  the  distrust  implied  in  m;^  answer ;  but  I 
ask  with  assnrance  it  will  be  granted,  on  the 
gronnds  I  shall  pnt  it — that  in  being  prepared 
to  sacrifice  her  confidence,  as  dear  to  me  as 
light  and  life,  rather  than  disobey,  on  this  great 
question,  the  dictates  of  my  judgment  and  con- 
science, I  proved  myself  worthy  of  bdng  her 
representative. 

Bnt  if  the  Senattn*.  in  attribnting  to  me  stem 
fld^ty,  meant,  not  derotlon  to  principle,  bnt 
to  party,  and  eepwAaOj  the  party  of  which  he 
is  so  prominent  a  member,  my  answer  is,  that  I 
never  belonged  to  his  party,  nor  owed  it  any 
fidelity ;  and,  of  conrse,  could  forfeit,  in  refer- 
ence to  it,  no  character  for  fidelity^  It  is  tme, 
we  acted  in  concert  against  what  we  believe  to 
be  the  nsnrnations  of  the  Exeontive ;  and  it  is 
true,  that,  anring  the  time,  I  saw  mnoh  to  es- 
teem in  those'  with  whom  I  acted,  and  con- 
tracted friendly  relations  with  many  which  I 
shall  not  he  the  first  to  forget.  It  is  also  trne 
that  a  common  party  designation  was  applied 
to  the  Opposition  in  the  aggregate,  not,  bow- 
ever,  with  my  i^ipTobation ;  bnt  it  is  no  less 
trne  that  it  was  nniTenally  known  that  it  con- 
sisted of  two  distinct  parties,  dissimilar  inprin- 
otpie  and  policy,  except  inrdation  to  the  object 
for  which  they  had  united :  the  National  Ke- 

Sahlioan  party,  and  the  portion  of  the  Btate 
lights  party  which  bad  separated  from  the 
Administration,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  de- 
parted from  the  true  principles  of  the  ori^al 

Sarty.  That  I  belonged  exclosively  to  that 
Btached  |)ortion,  and  to  neither  the  Opposition 
nor  Admmistration  party,  I  prove  by  my  ex- 
plicit declaration,  contained  in  one  of  the  ex- 
tracts read  firom  my  speech  on  the  cnrroioy  in 
1834.  That  the  party  generally,  and  the  State 
which  I  represent  in  part,  stood  alo(tf  from  both 
of  the  parties,  may  be  established  teom  the  fiust 
that  -they  refused  to  mingle  in  the  party  and 

Eolitioal  contests  of  tibe  day.  My  State  witb- 
eld  her  electoral  vote  in  two  snoceanvd  Presi- 
dential elections ;  and,  rather  than  to  bestow  it 
on  either  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  or  the 
distinguished  citizen  whom  he  opposed,  in  the 
first  of  those  elections,  she  threw  her  vote  on  a 

Eatriotic  citizen  of  Virginia,  since  deceased,  of 
er  own  politics,  but  who  was  not  a  candidate ; 
and,  in  the  last,  she  refused  to  give  it  to  the 
worthy  Senator  from  Tennessee  near  me,  (J odgB 
WmTB,)  thoQgb  his  prindples  and  views  <tf  pcl- 
i<7  approached  sq  much  nearer  to  bers  wan 
that  of  the  party  to  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  helongB.  Bnt,  suppose  the  fact  was 
otheririse,  and  that  the  two  parties  bad  blended 
■o  as  to  fbrm       and  that  I  owed  to  the  united 

frty  as  much  fidelity  as  I  do  to  that  to  which 
exdosively  belonged ;  even  on  that  supposi- 
ti(m,  no  conception  of  party  fidelity  ooold  ban 
bontroHed  my  course  on  the  preswit  oooa^n. 


Z  am  not  amcRig  tiiose  who  pay  no  regard  to 
party  obligations ;  on  the  otmtruy,  I  plaoa 
fidelity  to  party  among  the  pcriitical  virtues, 
but  I  assign  to  it  a  limited  sphere.  I  confine  it 
to  matters  of  detail  and  arrangement,  and  to 
minor  questions  of  policy.  Beyond  that,'  on  all 
qnestions  involving  principles,  or  measures  cal- 
culated to  affect  materially  the  permanent  in- 
terests of  the  country,  I  look  onxij  to  God  and 
country. 

And  here,  Hr.  President,  I  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity  to  declare  my  present  political 
position,  so  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  here- 
after. I  Belong  to  the  old  Republican  Btate 
Bights  party  of  *08.  To  that,  and  that  olone^  I 
owe  fidelity,  and  tliat  I  shall  stand  through 
every  chan^  and  in  spite  of  every  diffioolfy. 
Its  creed  is  to  befonud  in  the  Kentucky  resdn- 
tions,  and  Virginia  resolutitms  and  report;  and 
its  policy  is  to  confine  tiie  action  of  this  Oov- 
emment- within  the  narrowest  limits  eompati" 
ble  with  the  peace  and  security  of  these  States, 
and  the  object  for  which  the  Union  was  ex- 
pressly formed.  I,  as  one  of  that  party,  shall 
support  all  who  support  its  prinmiles  and  poli< 
oy,  and  oppose  all  who  oppMO  them.  I  have 
given,  and  shall  continae  to  give,  the  Adminis- 
tra^n  a  hearty  and  sinoere  rapport  on  the 
great  question  now  under  disAoadcm,  because  I 
regard  it  is  in  strict  eonfbrmlty  to  our  creed 
and  policy,  and  shall  do  every  thing  in  ray 
power  to  sustain  them  under  tiie  great  respon- 
sibility which  they  liave  assumed.  But  let  me 
tell  those  who  are  more  interested  in  sustain- 
ing them  than  myself^  that  the  danger  which 
threatens  them  lies  not  here,  but  in  another 
quarter.-  This  measure  will  tend  to  nphold 
them  if  they  stand  &st,  and  adhere  to  it  with 
fidelity.  But,  if  they  wish  to  know  where  the 
danger  is,  let  them  look  to  the  fiscal  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  I  sud,  years  ago, 
that  we  were  committing  an  error  the  reverse  of 
the  ^reat  and  dangerous  one  that  was  oommit>- 
ted  m  1828,  and  to  which  we  owe  oar  prei^ 
ent  difficulties,  end  all  we  have  slnee  raperl- 
enced.  Then  we  rused  the  revenue  greatly, 
when  the  expenditures  were  about  to  be  re- 
duced by  the  dischai^  of  the  publlo  debt ;  and 
now  we  have  doubled  the  disbursements^  when 
the  revenue  is  rapidly  decreasing;  an  error, 
which,  although  probably  not  so  fatal  to  the 
country,  will  prove,  if  inunediote  and  vigorous 
measures  be  not  adopted,  far  more  so  to  those 
in  power.  The  country  will  not,  and  ought 
not,  to  haar  the  creation  of  a  new  debt,  beyond 
what  may  be  temporarily  necessary  to  meet  the 
present  embarrassment ;  and  any  attempt  to  inp 
crease  the  duties  must,  and  ought  to  prove  fistal 
to  those  who  may  make  it,  so  long  as  the  ei- 
)>enditures  may,  by  economy  and  acconntabilH 
ty,  be  broiwht  within  the  limits  of  the  revalue. 

But  tiie  Senator  did  not  confine  his  attach 
to  my  conduct  and  motives  in  reference  to  the 
present  question.  In  his  eagerness  to  weaken 
the  cause  I  sui^rt^  by  destn^ing  confidenM 
in  me,  he  made  an  IwHseriminate  attack  on  my 
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i&telleotiul  faoolties,  which  he  diaraotwised  as 
metophysica],  eooentrio,  too  much  of  genioa, 
and  too  littie  oommon  eoise,  and  at  ooofse 
irantinff  a  sound  and  practical  judgment 

Ibr.  Prerident,  aocording  to  my  opinion,  there 
is  nothing  of  which  those  who  are  endowed 
with  anperior  mental  Acuities  on^^t  to  be  more 
oaottooa,  than  to  reproach  those  with  their  de- 
ficiency to  whom  ProTidonco  has  been  less  hb- 
eral.  The  faculties  of  onr  mind  are  the  imme- 
diate gift  of  oar  Creator,  for  which  we  are  no 
farther  respon^ble  than  for  their  proper  cnlti- 
Tation,  according  to  oar  opportunities,  and  their 
proper  application  to  control  and  rffinlate  oor 
actions.  Thna  thinking,  I  trust  I  shall  be  the  last 
to  assume  superioHtj  on  my  part,  or  reproach 
any  (me  with  infeivffity  on  his;  but  those  who 
do  not  regard  the  role,  when  applied  to  others, 
cannot  expect  it  to  be  obserred  when  i^>pliea 
to  themselTes.  The  critic  must  expect  to  be 
critidzed,  and  he  who  pmnts  ont  the  faults  of 
others,  to  have  his  own  pointed  out. 

I  cannot  retort  on  the  Senator  the  charge  of 
being  metaphysical.  I  cannot  accuse  him  <^ 
possessing  the  powers  of  analysis  and  generali- 
zation, those  higher  faculties  of  the  mind,  (called 
metaphysical  by  those  who  do  not  possess 
tbem,)  which  decompose  and  resolve  into  their 
elements  the  comt>lex  masses  of  ideas  that  exist 
in  the  world  of  mind,  as  chemistry  does  the 
bodies  that  aorronnd  ns  in  the  material  world ; 
and  without  which  those  deep  and  hidden  caus- 
es which  are  in  constant  action,  and  producing 
audh  mighty  changes  in  the  oondidon  of  socie- 
ty, would  operate  unseen  and  undetected.  The 
absence  of  tnese  hi^er  quahties  of  the  mind  is 
conspicuous  thronghont  the  whole  course  of  the 
Senator's  public  life.  To  this  it  may  be  ti'aced 
that  he  prefers  the  specious  to  the  solid,  and 
the  plausible  to  the  true.  To  the  same  cause, 
combined  with  an  ardent  temperament,  it  is 
owing  that  we  ever  find  him  mounted  on  some 
popular  and  favorite  measure  which  he  whips 
along,  cheered  by  the  shouts  of  the  mnltituoe, 
and  never  dismounts  till  he  has  rode  it  down.  : 
Thus,  at  one  time,  we  find  him  mounted  on  the 
protective  system,  which  he  rode  down;  at 
another,  on  internal  improvement ;  and  now  he 
Is  mounted  on  a  b«nk,  vhidi  will  surely  share 
the  same  &te,  unless  those  who  are  immediate- 
ly interested  shall  stop  him  in  his  headlong  ca- 
reer. It  is  the  fault  of  his  mmjl  to  seize  on  a 
few  prominent  and  starikiDg  advantages,  and  to 
pursue  tbem  eagerly  without  looking  to  coose- 
quences.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  the  protective 
ijBteni,  he  was  struck  with  the  advantages  of 
manufactures;  and,  believing  that  high  duties 
was  the  proper  mode  'of  protecting  them,  he 
pushed  forward  the  system  without  seeing  that 
he  was  enrichiug  one  portion  of  the  country  at' 
the  expense  of  the  other ;  corruptjng  the  one 
and  alienating  the  othor;  and,  finally,  dividing 
the  oommunity  into  two  grat  hostile  interests, 
whidi  terminated  in  the  orertbiow  of  the  s!y»- 
tem  itself.  So,  now,  he  looks  only  to  a  unifOTm 
onrrency,  and  a  bank  as  the  meaua  of  aeoniing 
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it,  without  wee  reflecting  how  far  the  banking 
system  has  pnwressed,  and  the  difficulties  that 
impede  its  urther  progress;  that  banking  and 
pwtios  are  nmning  together  to  tludr  mntod 
deetmetitm;  and  that  the  only  posuble  mode 
of  saving  his  favorite  system  is  to  eeparate  it 
from  the  Government 

To  the  defects  of  understanding,  which  the 
Senator  attribntes  to  me,  I  make  no  reply.  It 
is  for  others,  and  not  me,  to  determine  the  por- 
tion of  understanding  which  it  has  pleased  the 
Author  of  my  being  to  bestow  on  me.  It  is, 
however,  fortunate  for  me,  th^  the  standard 
by  whitih  I  shall  be  judged  isuot  thefish^e,  prg- 
udiced,  and,  as  I  have  shown,  unfounded  ojnn- 
ion  which  the  Senator  has  ezpre»ed,  bnt  my 
acts.  They  fiintish  materials,  neith^  few  nor 
scant,  to  forma  just  estimate  of  my  mMital  Ac- 
uities. I  have  now  been  more  th«i  twentj-eix 
years  contannously  in  the  service  of  this  Gor- 
emment,  in  various  stations,  and  have  taken 
part  in  almost  ail  the  great  qaestioDs  which 
have  agitated  this  counl^  during  thia  long  and 
important  period.  Throughout  the  whole  I 
have  never  followed  events,  but  have  taken  my 
stand  in  advance,  openly  and  fi-eely  avowing 
my  opinions  on  all  questions,  and  leaving  it  to 
time  and  experience  to  condemn  or  approve  mj 
course.  Thus  acting,  I  have  often,  and  on 
great  qneetiona,  separated  from  Ifaoee  with 
whom  I  usually  acted,  and  if  lam  really  so  de- 
fective in  sound  and  practi<^  judgment  as  the 
Senator  represents,  the  inoof,  if  to  be  £oBBd 
anywhere,  most  be  finmd  in  such  i»f^^^Hlftff^  or 
where  I  have  acted  on  my  sole  KspomatSEtj. 
Now,  X  ask,  in  which  of  the  many  instances  of 
the  kind  is  sudi  proof  to  be  found?  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  call  to  the  recollection  of 
Senate  all  such ;  hut  that  you,  Senatoi^  may 
judge  for  yourselves,  it  is  due  in  justice  to  my- 
self, that  I  should  suggest  a  few  of  the  most 
prominent,  which  at  the  time  were  regarded 
as  the  Senator  now  considers  the  present;  and 
then,  as  now,  because  where  duty  is  involved, 
I  would  not  submit  to  party  tramm^ 

I  go  back  to  the  conomenoement  of  my  pab- 
lie  life,  the  war  session,  as  it  vasnanally  c^led. 
ct  1812,  when  I  first  took  seat  in  the  otber 
House,  a  young  maiif  without  exaawsaen  to 
guide  me;  and  I  shall  select,  aa  the  fin*  ia- 
stanoe,  the  Navy.  At  that  time  the  Adminis- 
tration and  the  party  to  which  I  was  strong 
attached,  were  decidedly  opposed  to  this  irnqpor- 
tant  arm  of  service.  It  was  conudensd  anti-m* 
publican  to  'support  it ;  but  acting  with  my  then 
distinguished  colleague,  Mr.  Ghevea,  who  led 
the  way,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  ^ve  it  my  hearty 
support,  reg^dlesB  of  party  tiesu  Does  this  ia- 
stance  sustain  the  charge  of  the  Senator  ! 

The  next  I  shall  select  is  the  restriotivo  sya- 
tern  of  that  day,  the  embargo,  tite  non-impor- 
tation and  non-intereoozse  acta.  This,  too,  was  a 
party  measure,  whic^  bad  been  long  and  warm- 
ly contested,  and  of  course  the  lines  of  pK^ 
well  drawn.  Young  and  inexperienoed  as  I 
wa#  I  aaw  ita  defbc^  and  readntdf  oppoaed 
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it,  almost  alone  of  mj  partjr.  The  aeoond  or 
third  speech  I  aiade,  after  I  took  my  seat,  vae 
in  open  dennnoiation  of  the  ^rstem;  and  I  may 
refbr  to  the  grooDds  I  then  assumed,  the'  troui 
of  which  have  heen  confirmed  by  time  and  ex- 
perience, with  pride  and  confldenoe.  This  will 
scarcely  be  selected  by  the  Senator  to  make 
good  his  charge. 

I  pass  over  other  instanoes,  and  come  to  tfr. 
Dallas's  bank  of  1S14-'16.  That,  too,  was  a 
party  mea^are.  Banking  was  then  compara- 
tively bat  little  nnderstood,  and  it  may  seem  aa- 
tmldiing,  at  this  time,  that  sooh  a  project 
dunld  ever  have  reoeived  any  oonntenanoe  or 
iDpport  It  proposed  to  create  a  bank  of 
$IH),O00,00O,  to  consist  almost  entirely  of  what 
was  called  then  the  war  stocks;  that  ia,  the 
pnblio  debt  created  in  oarrying  on  the  then 
war.  Itwaaprovided  thatthe  bank  ^oold  not 
pay  specie  daring  the  war,  and  for  three  years 
after  its  tennination,  for  oarryinr  on  which  it 
was  to  lend  the  Govemment  ue  fonds.  In 
plain  language,  the  Oovemment  was  to  borrow 
oaok  its  own  credit  for  the  bank,  and  pay  to  the 
inatitntion  rix  per  cent  for  its  use.  I  had 
icaiMMly  ever  bcnbre  aeiionsly  tiioiight  <rf  bonks 
or  banking,  bnt  I  dearly  saw  tihrongh  the  ope- 
ration, and  the  danger  to  tiie  Oovaromttat  and 
eonntry,  and,  regardlesB  of  party  ties  or  dennn- 
dations,  I  opposed  and  defeated  it  in  the  mai^- 
ner  I  exphuned  at  the  extra  session.  I  thm 
sabjeoted  myself  to  the  Tcry  charge  which  the 
Senator  now  makes,  bnt  time  has  done  me  jus- 
tice, as  it  will  in  the  present  instance. 

Passing  the  intervening  instances,  I  come 
down  to  my  administration  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, where  I  acted  on  my  own  judgment  and 
Teqxmribility.  It  Is  known  to  all,  that  the  de- 
partmoit  at  the  time,  was  perfectly  disorgan- 
ised, witii  not  mndi  less  than  $60,000,000  of 
ontatanding  and  unsettled  aceoonte,  and  the 
greatest  eonfiision  in  every  branoh  of  service. 
llionKfa  withont  experience,  I  prepared,  diortiy 
after  I  w^t  in,  the  bill  fhr  its  organization,  and 
on  its  passage  I  drew  np  the  body  of  mles  for 
carrying  the  act  into  execation ;  both  of  which 
remain  aabstantially  unchanged  to  tliis  day. 
After  redncing  the  ontatandmg  accounts  to  a 
few  millions,  and  introducing  order  and  ac- 
countability in  every  branoh  of  service,  and 
.bringing  down  the  expenditure  of  the  anny 
from  four  to  two  and  a  half  millions  aunoally, 
withont  snbtraoting  a  'single  comfort  from  ei- 
ther officer  or  soldier,  Ileft  the  Department  in  a 
ouulitifm  that  might  well  be  oompared  to  the 
best  in  any  connt^.  If  I  am  deficient  in  the 
qoaUtles  which  the  Senator  attributes  to  me, 
hue  in  this  maasof  detailaand  bosineM  it  ought 
to  be  discovered.  Will  he  look  to  this  to  me^e 
good  his  ohsjgeT 

From  the  War  Department  I  was  transferred 
to  tiie  Ohair  which  you  now  occnpy.  How  I 
acquitted  myself  in  the  discharge  en  ita  dnties, 
I  leave  it  to  the  body  to  decide,  without  adding 
a  wwd.  The  station,  from  its  Idsure,  gave  me 
a  good  opportonitty  to  fltadj  the  goDbmnf  the 


prominent  measure  of  the  d^,  oalled  then  the 
American  system,  of  which  I  profited.  I  soon 
perooived  where  its  errors  lay,  and  how  it 
would  operate.  I  clearly  saw  ite  desolating  ef- 
fects  in  one  section,  and  corrupting  inflnence  in 
the  other;  and  when  I  saw  that  it  could  not  be 
arrested  here,  I  fell  back  on  my  own  State,  and 
a  blow  was  given  to  a  system  destined  to  de- 
stroy our  institutions,  if  not  overthrown,  which 
brought  it  to  the  ground.  This  1»ring8  me 
down  to  the  present  times,  and  where  pasdona 
and  prejudices  are  yet  too  strong  to  make  an 
appeal,  with  any  project  ot  a  fair  and  impar- 
Cul  verdict.  I  then  transfer  tills,  and  all  my 
subsequent  acts,  including  the  present,  to  the 
tribunal  of  posterity,  with  a  perfect  confi- 
dence tiiat  nothing  can  b«  found,  in  what  I 
have  sud  or  done,  to  impeach  my  integri^  or 
^derstanding. 

I  have  now,  Senators,  repelled  the  attacks 
on  me.  I  liave  settled  the  -account  and  can- 
celled the  debt  between  me  and  my  accuser.  I 
have  not  sou^t  this  controversy,  nor  have  I 
shunned  it  when  forced  on  me.  I  have  acted 
on  the  defbndve,  and  if  it  is  to  continue,  which 
rests  with  the  Senator,  I  shall  throughout  con- 
tinue so  to  act.  I  know  too  well  the  advantage 
of  my  podtion  to  surrender  It  The  Soiatw 
commenced  the  controversy,  and  it  is  but  ri^t 
that  he  should  be  renwndble  for  the  direontm 
it  shall  hereafter  take.  Be  Ids  detemdnation 
what  it  miqr,  I  stand  prepared  too  meet  him. 


H0U8B  OF  BEPBESENTATIVXS. 

WmnsDAT,  Karch  14. 
CMl  LUt  Bin. 
The  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Whde,  took 
up  the  bill  making  appropriations  fat  the  dvU 
and  diplomatic  expwiditures  of  the  Qovem- 
ment. 

ICr.  IfoBua,  of  Pennsylvania,  add  that,  in 
consequence  of  being  placed  upon  the  Committee 
on  the  Expenditures  of  the  Department  of 
State,  it  became  his  duty  to  maxe  some  in- 
quiries upon  the  subject  appertdning  to  those 
expenditures.  One  portion  of  tiis  inquiry  re- 
lated to  the  appropriations  and  contingent  ex- 
penditures fat  a  few  years  past,  and  he  had  re- 
ceived a  statement  embracing  the  amount  from 
the  year  1^9  to  1887,  indndve,  of  the  appro- 
priations for  inddentd  and  ocmtingent  expenses 
of  the  Departmoit  of  State  and  for  payments. 
It  is  as  follows : 

Tean.  Approprlktloiu.  PaTmeoU. 

1829  -       -     |22,8ffO    -       -  $24,691  44 

1830  •       -       27,100    -       -    21,040  99 

1881  -  .       30,000  •  -  20,218  92 

1882  -  .  26,000  -  •  81,642  89 
1688  ■  -  26,000  -  -  28,864  14 
1884  .  -  81,600  •  '  •  29,682  18 
1886  -  26,000  -  -  28,487  88 
1886  -  26,000  -  -  28,666  78 
1847  -            26,000  -  .  28,414  08 


$128,480 
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KakiQg  a  difi^rence  in-tbis  length  of  time,  in 
the  aggregate,  between  the  appropriations  and 
the  payment^  of  a  little  more  than  fire  hnn- 
dred  doUara,  Be  understood  that  the  amoont 

paymenta  made  in  a  Tear  does  not  neceasarilj 
ahow  the  amoont  of  the  ezpenditaTes  of  that 
year,  &8  tbne  are  aooonnta  ontstanding  from 
year  to  year,  and  Bomedmea  for  Bevenu  years, 
which,  when  pud^  are  inoladed  in  the  amount 
for  the  year  in  which  the  payment  ia  made. 

He  had  nothing  fbrther  to  add,  but  to  sabmit 
his  amendment  to  rednce  the  ooctingent  ex- 
penses for  misMona  abroad  from  thirty  to  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars,  which  he  did  with  a  strong 
conviction  of  ita  proprietjf. 

Ur.  Oambbxlbnq  ezidaioed  that  he  bad  made 
application  to  the  department  in  relation  to  this 
appropriation,  and  has  aacertaiaed  that  tbere 
was  a  balance  of  only  $18,000  on  hand  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1888,  and  $16,000  of  that  sum 
would  be  needed 'for  the  expenditure  of  the 
year  1887,  not  yet  paid. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 


IN  8EKATX. 
WiDHBDAT,  March  14. 
Independent  I^eaaury. 

Kr.  Bekton  stud:  Kr.  President,  I  have 
opinions  upon  this  snbject — opinions  not  of  re- 
cent adoption,  or  hasty  foEmation.  Their  ori- 
^  dates  far  back — a  mil  quarter  of  a  century ; 
and  they  have  been  reedTuig  oonfinnation  ever 
rinoe.  I  was  in  tlie  pnUio  aerrioe  dm4ng  the 
late  war — witnessed  the  failure  of  the  State 
bulks,  and  saw  the  calamities  of  a  GoTemment, 
and  of  a  people,  destitute  of  specie.  The 'first 
Bank  of  uie  United  States  bad  expelled  specie 
—it  had  done  what  Mr.  Madison  uid  it  would 
do,  in  that  masterly  speech  of  1791,  which 
never  has  been,  and  never  can  be,  answered. 
In  that  speech  he  placed  at  the  head  of  the  list 
of  ^e  disadvanta^  of  such  a  bank,  these  pro- 
phetic words:  *^Fint:  BcmUhing  the  prteioua 
metaliy  euhttituting  another  medimn  to  per- 
form tteir  oJUe."  At  the  expiration  of  ita 
obarter,  in  1811,  it  had  completely  effected  this 
work.  It  luid  bani^ed  the  predmie  metals. 
The^  was  but  ten  nulUons  of  spede  left  in  tiw 
oonntryl  Two  great  entws  were  thui  oom- 
mitted :  in  not  mlenlshing  the  eoontry 
with  specie,  uid  especially  with  gold ;  eeemdly, 
in  falling  back  upon  the  .paper  of  local  banks 
for  a  nauonal  currency.  In  this  conation,  des- 
titute of  specie,  and  relying  upon  the  notes  of 
local  banks,  we  went  into  the  war.  The  result 
was  inevitable — the  explosion  of  our  whole 
monetary  system — the  bankruptcy  of  the  Treas- 
ury— ^the  ruinous  use  of  depreciated  paper — a 
resort  to  Treasury  notes,  on  which  the  creditor 
often  lost  88i  per  cent. — loans  on  oppressive 
terms — and  tk»  Government  forced  to  make 
common  cause  with  broken  banks  for  the  mu- 
tual support  of  each  other^s  ore^t  All  this  Z 
saw.  I  flaw  the  ealamitte^  the  hamiliBtion, 
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and  the  sufferings  of  the  country ;  and  I  heard 
the  load  and  insolent  triumph  of  the  Federal 
party — ^that  part  of  it  which  opposed  the  war 
-exulting  over  an  empty  TMaaniy,  an  impair- 
ed puUio  orediL  a  depreciated  paper  emreiKn', 
and  the  otfloilai  d^adation  for  want  of  nohd 
money.  I  aaw  all  thia ;  and  my  head,  and  ray 
heart,  both  told  me  that  the  conntrj  on|^ 
never  to  be  snt^eeted  to  soeti  a  fiaie  asaui. 

This  was  my  war  experience ;  and  now  fiv 
the  experience  of  peace.  After  three  yean  of 
war,  peace  came,  and  with  it  came  revival  of 
business,  and  a  multitude  of  locd.  banks,  and 
at  their  head,  that  immense  charlatan  of  the 
raonetcuy  system — a  Kational  Bankl  Off  west 
the  whole  together;  specie  payments  resumed; 
confidence  r^tored;  the  credit  system  in  all 
its  glory,  and  every  branch  of  buHnesa  disteod- 
ed  to  the  bursting  point  To  jiidge  of  erciy 
thing  by  a  ringle  instance,  it  is  suffioknt  to 
name  the  publie  lands,  of  which  the  amooDt  of 
twenty-eight  millionB  of  ddlara  was  wdd  in  a 
duf^e  year  I  and  neariy  all  on  credit,  poysifale 
ia.  safe  and  sotid  specie-paying  bank  notea.  Ir 
two  years  the  wImIc  of  these  banka,  the  Am- 
latan  among  the  rest,  vren  swamped.  Than 
we  had  a  repetition  of  the  scenes  of  Beven  yean 
before.  No  specie;  no  notes  equivalent  to 
specie ;  no  credit ;  no  revenues ;  no  prioe  §ar 
^vpertyl  Tender  laws — property  laws — re- 
plevin laws — stay  laws,  the  order  of  the  day : 
An  entire  stagnation  of  bu»ness  followed,  not 
fictitious,  but  real ;  and  su<di  was  the  £aU  in  the 
price  of  all  produce,  all  pn^er^,  and  the 
wages  of  all  labor,  owmg  to  the  fsilnre  of  tiw 
banks,  and  the  abaenoe  of  apede,  that  aU  debt- 
ors were  placed  in  the  Jawa  of  ndn,  and  mo* 
of  them  entirely  ruined.  There  was  no  Tteai- 
ury  order  then;  no  removal  of  depodts;  so 
veto;  no  JacduHm  admioistra^n  to  min  the 
country ;  yet  the  ^stress  and  suffering  was  tab- 
ually  then,  what  It  is  fiUsely  sud  to  be,  and 
wickedly  attempted  to  be  made,  at  preaut 
There  is  no  comparison  between  the  state  of 
things  then  and  now. 

At  this  epoch,  this  second  eiplodon  of  the 
paper  system,  I  came  into  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  I  came  here  in  the  antanun  c£ 
INO.  I  travelled  from  the  Miananppi  to  dw 
Fotomao  amidst  the  craah  of  fitlUnff  oank^  the 
wredES  of  a  pt^r  ourrenoy,  and  ate  lamarta- 
ticma  of  a  snffering  nation.  I  arrived  hon  to 
see  a  Government  without  a  didlar,  and  bor- 
rowing money  to  pay  ita  daily  ezpenses^  wMah^ 
the  year  before,  brasted  a  revenue  <n  fbr^- 
se  ven  millions,  and  tormented  itself  wi  th  sohenMa 
to  get  rid  of  surpluses  I  I  oomroenoed  m  j  Sen- 
atorial career  under  these  circumstances — cir- 
cumstances to  make  me  meditate,  and  to  make 
me  feel.  Happily,  my  associations  were  with 
the  fathers  of  the  Republic — with  Maam.  and 
Randolph,  whose  intimacy  I  enjoyed,  and  whose 
friendship  I  possessed.  My  reading  was  MteA 
of  the  ea^  bistoir  of  the  Ctovemanent  flie 
Revolution,  the  Gonfbderation,  the  foauatim 
of  the  OfHutitntion  of      ud  tin  watkb^ 
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of  the  maohineiy  of  the  Federal  Govemmeat 
under  the  administratioDS  of  the  earlier  Pres- 
idents— Wa^tiiDgtoi),  Adams,  and  Jefferson. 
The  result  of  this  associatioo,  and  of  this  read- 
ing, was  a  thorough  oonviction,  1.  That  the 
^^eral  Constitation  was  formed  aj  lurd-monej 
men,  and  was  intended  to  be  a  hard-mone; 
Govemment;  2.  That  it  had  been  converted 
into  a  paper-money  GoTernment,  contrary  to 
tiiegmms  and  intention  of  the  constitution; 
8.  'Halt  this  departure  from  the  constitution 
was  the  cause  of  the  moneyed  calamities 
daring  the  war,  and  again  at  that  time;  4. 
That  uia  remedy  for  these  calamities  was  to  re- 
turn to  the  plain  meaning  of  the  constitation, 
as  expressed  in  the  revenue  act  of  1789,  and  to 
confine  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Federal  Govemmeat  to  gdld  and  silver  coin 
only.  These  were  my  convictiona ;  and  as 
soon  as  circnnutaaoes  were  aofmidons  for  ao< 
tion,  I  oommenoed  a  series  (n  measures,  all 
tenuttg  to  carry  back  the  fiscal  action  of  the 
Government  to  the  intention  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  fully  believing,  that  if  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment would  require  gold  and  silver  for  its 
own  Treasury,  it  would  cause  enough  to  be 
brought  into  the  country,  and  to  remain  in  the 
eoimtry,  to  supply  the  whole  body  of  the  peo- 
ple with  bard  money  for  alt  theu:  common  and 
ordinary  dealings  and  transactions.  It  was  not 
nntU  General  Jackson's  administration  that  I 
was  able  to  take  any  strong  and  direct  meas- 
ures towards  the  aocomplishment  of  the  great 
objeot  whicAi  presented  itself  to  m7  view.  The 
aagfidona  Kr.  Hacon  often  a^d  to  me,  that  it 
vaa  in  vain  to  attempt  any  reform,  unless  the 
Administration  is  wtui  yoo.  The  election  of 
General  Jackson  gave  such  an  administration. 
Fh>m  that  time  there  was  a  President,  not  only 
to  fiiTor,  but  to  take  the  lead  in  the  great  bus- 
iness of  restoring  the  constitutional  currency, 
and  my  part  be^me  subordinate  and  easy.  I 
had  only  to  explain  and  defend  the  great  meas- 
ures which  his  s^acity  and  patriotism  conceiv- 
ed and  recommended. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  on  these  meas- 
ures, much  less  to  enter  now  into  any  defence 
of  them.  A  brief  enumeration  will  suffice :  1. 
No  more  Kational  Banks.  Iliey  had  been 
foond  to  be  the  ^reat  exporters  of  specie ;  and 
their  chartered  ngbt  to  pay  the  Federal  r^ve- 
noes  in  tii^  own  notes,  was  in  itself  a  clear 
breach  of  the  constitution,  and  banished  gold 
and  silver  from  the  Treasury,  and,  bv  dimin- 
ishing the  demand  for  it,  expelled  it  from  the 
country.  2.  To  restore  the  gold  currency,  by 
oorreottng  tiie  erroneous  standard  of  gold.  8. 
llie  repeal  of  the  act  of  1819,  rendering  uncur- 
rent,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  gold  and' silver 
coins  of  all  foreign  countries.  4.  The  muItipLi- 
oation  of  the  minte,  both  for  the  purpose  of 
oohiing  money  in  different  jparts  of  the  Union, 
and  for  becoming  places  of  depont  and  safe- 
keeping (tf  the  pabkomoaoya.  o.  Thesnppres- 
rion  ofall  local  bank  notei  nnder  twenty  dol* 
Ian.  Having  no  direct  power  over  the  oanka 
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of  the  States,  the  only  mode  of  accomplishing 
this  object  was  by  the  revenue  regulations  of 
the  Federal  Government,  and  by  operating  on 

{tnblio  opinion  in  the  different  States.  My  own 
unit  was  one  hundred  dollars,  but  I  did  not 
att^pt  to  estaUUh  it,  because  I  knew  that  I 
could  not  succeed.  .Uy  conviction  is  now  dear 
that  there  on^t  to  be  no  bank  note  under  one 
hundred  doUara. 

8ach  were  our  measures  for  restoring  the 
currency  of  the  constitntion  to  the  coffers  of 
the  Federal  Treasury,  and  sapplyiiig  the  conn- 
try  with  gold  and  silver  for  all  the  common  and 
ordinary  transactions  and  dealings.  The  sno- 
cess,  notwithstanding  a  powerful  combined  po- 
litical and  moneyed  opposition,  was  astonish- 
ingly great.  The  recharter  of  a  National  B&nk 
sunk  under  the  veto,  sustained  by  public  opin- 
ion. The  net  for  the  correction  of  the  gold 
standard  hit  the  point  of  correction  with  anoh 
perfect  accuracy,  that  the  two  coins,  gold  and 
silver,  issuing  from  onr  mint,  have  preciselj 
the  same  value  in  the  money  market.  Und^ 
the  auspicions  operation  of  that  act,  our  gold 
coin  has  risen,  in  littie  more  than  three  years, 
from  nothing  to  fifteen  millions,  and  will  prob- 
ably rise  to  twenty-five  millicms  before  the  ter- 
mination of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  present  term. 
The  act  for  repealing  the  act  of  1819,  and  for 
restoring  foreign  coins  to  circulation,  has  sent 
Meucon  dollars  into  every  part  of  the  Union, 
and  has  enabled  other  foreign  coins,  both  gold 
and  uiver,  to  make  some  progress  in  penetrat- 
ing onr  oonntry.  Silver  has  increased  tbree- 
fo^  unoe  1889,  and  silver  and  gold  together, 
four-fold.  Our  spoclA  was  twenty  millions 
then ;  it  la  eighty  now,  with  the  prospect  of 
exModing  a  hundred  millions  before  the  present 
term  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  out.  Our  currency 
in  existence  is  more  i^nndant  and  more  solid 
than  it  ever  was  before ;  but  the  specie  part 
of  it  is  suppressed  by  the  power  and  policy  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Btates,  combined  with 
the  politicians  and  that  part  of  the  banks  which 
follow  its  lead.  Acts  of  Congress  had  passed 
to  operate  upon  small  notes,  and  to  exclude 
those  under  twenty  dollars  from  revenue  pay- 
ments altogether,  and  to  exclude  all  otnwri 
which  were  not  convertil>le  into  gold  and  alyet 
"  upon  the  tpot"  at  the  will  (tf  uie  holder,  and 
witiiout  loss  or  delay  to  him.  Public  pinion 
had  been  awakened  on  the  subject  («  small 
notes ;  and  the  Republicans  everywhere  were 
moving  towards  the  suppression  of  all  under 
twenty  dollars.  Such  was  the  progress,  and 
such  the  success,  of  our  measures  in  May  last, 
when  eight  hundred  banks  stopped  payment  at 
once,  shut  down  close  upon  aU  the  specie  la 
theu*  vaults,  denying  a  mnepence,  a  picayune^ 
a  five-cent  piece,  even,  to  the  Government 
whose  thirty  millions  of  deposits  they  held,  or  to 
the  community  who  held  a  hundred  and  twenty 
millicms  of  their  notes  1  In  the  midst  of  pra> 
found  peaocL  general  prosperitar,  mider  a  Gov- 
ernment withont  taxes  anid  vithont  a  publio 
dsbt,  with  four  timea  as  mnoh  apede  aa  waa  in 


iHd^tndait  TVeontry. 


Digitized  by  Google 


650 


ABBIDaUBNT  OF  THE 


Mabch,  188S.] 

it  fire  rears  before,  came  tliis  crash  of  the 
banks.  It  came  like  a  cJap  of  timncler  in  a 
doodless  skj.  In  one  moment,  as  it  were,  a 
Government,  irith  thirty  millions  <^  rarenne 
on  hand,  was  left  withoat  a  fthilling:  in  one 
moment,  a  nation  of  fifteen  millions  of  eonls 
was  deprived  of  niiie|>enceB  fi>r  the  market  or 
the  post-office.  As  if  to  proclaim  their  de- 
tiga  to  banish  all  specie  from  the  land,  a  simnl- 
taoeons  and  nnlveraal  deloge  of  small  notes  and 
shin-plasters  was  ponred  upon  the  people ;  and 
the  signifioant  cry  was  set  np,  that  specie  pay- 
ments conld  never  be  restored  until  a  National 
Bank  was  established.  This  cry  expluned  the 
main  cause  of  the  general  stoppage,  and  the 
solecaaseof  the  shin-plaster  and  small  note  issue. 

All  this  took  place  in  May  1887.  It  was  a 
repetition,  withoat  the  exonse  of  war,  of  the 
bwk  ezidosionB  (tf  the  war  in  1814;  it  was  the 
ieoond  explo^n  of  the  banks  dace  the  war, 
and  in  profound  peace.  It  was  expeoted  to  as- 
tound, terrify,  snbdae,  distress,  and  coerce  the 
country  into  a  aabmission  to  the  re-establidh- 
roent  a(  the  National  Bank  I  a  result  that  wonld 
have  been  inevitable,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
tighty  millions  of  gold  and  silver  which  Jack- 
son's administration  brought  into  the  country, 
and  which  has  so  well  kept  up  the  value  of  bank 
notes  that  those  which  are  in  good  credit  are  now 
no  more  than  one  or  two  per  cent,  below  par. 
This  third  explosion  in  twenty-five  years — this 
second  explosion  in  time  of  peace — ^this  loss  of 
national  revenues,  as  if  by  enohantmrat — ttiis 
disappearanoe  of  qwoie,  as  if  touched  liy  a  maglo 
wanu— roused  and  electrified  the  continent, 
^e  public  mind  came  at  a  bound  to  the  c<xi- 
vietion  that  the  Federal  Government  ought  to 
be  disooimeoted  from  the  banks,  and  from  their 
p^er  oorrency.  The  conviction  was  general, 
almost  unanimou^  among  the  Bepublicans ;  a 
few  only  among  them  were  for  trying  the  local 
banks  and  their  paper  once  mora,  aa  if  three 
Allures  in  twenty-five  years  were  not  sufficient ; 
as  if  another  &ilare  was  not  inevitable,  and  as 
if  another  failure  must  not  end  in  the  restora- 
tion of  a  National  Bank,  with  the  restoration 
of  the  political  party,  with  all  tlieir  principles 
and  measures,  who  go  with  that  bank.  The 
Federal  party,  of  course,  with  some  honorable 
exceptions,  oppose  the  discoonection.  They 
<^poBe  whatever  the  Bepnblioana  propose,  no 
matter  what  They  were  oppwed  to  tbe  juno< 
tion  of  the  Government  with  the  State  banks 
three  years  ago^  whm  those  hanks  were  do- 
ing well ;  they  were  for  compelling  the  Gov- 
ernment to  stick  to  tiiem  now  that  they  have 
done  ill.  This  is  the  state  of  parties :  tiie  Be- 
publicans almost  universally  for  the  divorce  of 
Bank  and  State;  the  Federalists  almost  uni- 
versally for  the  ciHOuuotion  of  Bank  and  State. 
In  this  division  and  subdivision,  I  find  myself 
with  the  mass  of  my  own  parl^,  and  with  the 
Administration  itself.  I  find  now  where 
I  was  many  years  ago.  I  believe  Ihem  to  be 
right,  and  shall  stand  by  them,  and  abide  their 
ftte.  If  ili«]r  ^  ia  this  ooobeet  with  the 
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banks  and  the  Federalists,  I  shall  go  down  with 
them. 

I  stand  upon  the  two  prindpies  of  the  b3!^ 
1.  The  United' States  to  use&e  monegrof  tbe 
constitute  in  the  reoe^  and  diabnnemMrti 
vi  the  Federal  IVeasnry ;  8.  The  United  States 
to  recdye  their  own  mctaej^  to  keep  thdr  own 
mon^,  and  p^  out  their  own  money.  I  stand 
upon  these  two  pritadples;  I  cannot  BorreDder 
them;  though  I  consent  to  take  them  one  at  a 
time.  The  detdls  of  tbe  tdU  are  apea  to  compro- 
mise. There  I  am  ready  to  nve  and  to  take — to 
surrender  and  concede— to  do  every  thing;  coa- 
dstent  with  the  preservation  of  the  priDcif^ea,  to 
conciliate  the  support,  or  to  purchase  tite  forbeisr- 
ance  of  friends.  In  some  particulars  I  would 
prefer  a  change  of  details ;  I  wonld  prefer  ad£- 
titflial  branch  mints  in  place  of  the  Keceixen 
Oenerd — mints  that  would  answer  the  donfals 
purpose  of  keeping  the  mcmey  of  the  Goran- 
ment,  and  coining  mcmeyfor  the  peof^e. 

The  priDoiples  of  the  bill  I  hold  to  be  fbumd- 
ed  in  the  clearest  reasons  of  propriety,  and  «on- 
stitutiooality,  and  sustained  by  the  fbUest 
of  trial  and  experience.   Every  Oovemmefit 
should  he,  ,  at  all  times,  the  matter  oi  its  own 
property, — money  and  every  thing  else.  A 
Government  should  not  he  put  to  the  d«3ayi 
and  contingencies  of  asking  for  its  own,  muck 
less  of  suing  for  it,  and  above  all,  of  having  to 
sue  where  State  laws  may  interpose  to  delay, 
or  to  defeat  the  recovery.   The  revenue  <^  a 
Government  is  its  daily  support, — it  is  l^e  the 
daily  support  of  a  funiv— it  cannot  be  sfetq^ied 
or  withheld,  without  a^cting  the  e:d8t«oe  of 
the  Government  itselt    Every  OoTermnent 
upon  earth,  our  own  excepted,  pots  its  montj 
where  it  can  go  and  take  it.   All  othtw  Gov- 
ernments put  their  money  where  they  can  ooto- 
mand  it,  where  they  can  seize  it,  if  neoessaiy, 
and  ponish  a  delinquent  holder.   We  do  the 
same  with  all  our  property,  exoept  money. 
Our  ships  and  forts,  our  military  and  nav^ 
stores,  oar  public  lands,  and  public  edifices,  are 
all  in  our  own  custody.   We  do  not  have  to 
b^,  or  bring  suits  at  law,  to  recover  Oieir  pos- 
session.  We  keep  them  sabject  to  oar  own 
order,  because  the  existence,  and  the  opera- 
tions, of  Government,  which  hdds  dvil  society 
t<^ther,  and  prevents  mankind  from  rel^idi^ 
into  anarchy  and  videnoe,  will  not  admit  of  fai- 
terruptiom  and  delays.  If  this  is  true  of  prop- 
erty, iiow  much  more  true  is  it  of  money — ^at 
daily  pa^ulam,  without  which  Government  eaa- 
not  exist  a  day  ?   This  fandamentsl  axiom,  true 
of  every  Government,  is  pre-eminentiy  so  of 
ours.   Our  Government  is  complex — ^ate  and 
Federal — and  each  should  have  its  own  In- 
dependent Treasury.   The  present  coostitation 
grew  out  of  the  Independent  Treasury  qnestioL 
Other  causes  helped  on  to  the  formation  of  the 
oonstitation ;  but  a  revenue  of  its  own — a  rev- 
enue independent  of  the  States,  uid  of  oonrse 
independent  of  oorp orations — was  the  eradting 
and  oontarolling  oaose  which  led  to  itsadopdan. 
The  whole  imotj  of  tbe  oonfMentiQii,  from 
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the  dose  of  the  Revolatioa  to  the  year  1769, 
proves  this.  Yet  where  is  the  Indepeadrat 
Treasury,  where  is  the  Federal  Treasiuy,  If 
corporaUoDS  are  to  hold  onr  money,  may  re- 
fuse to  pay  it  when  they  please,  and  ahail  be 
backed  by  tiieir  State  Legulatores  when  they 
T^uetopay?  Toowimu  our  money  to  ue 
custody  of  Buoh  OOTporationa,  is  to  fimgo  the 
end  for  which  the  Federal  GOTeroment  was 
formed;  to  oommlt  it  to  each  corporations 
again,  after  the  ezperienoe  which  we  have  had, 
and  during  the  exuerience  which  we  now  have, 
is  to  repeat  a  folly  for  which  we  have  been 
three  times  pmiiiihed,  and  to  exhibit  a  fatuity 
which  announces  a  doom  to  destruction.  Up- 
on  the  clearest  principles  of  reason,  of  constitu- 
tional obligation,  and  of  experience,  the  Fede- 
ral Government  is  bound  to  t(^e  into  its  own 
hands  the  keephig  of  its  own  money.  This  is 
iMo  principle  of  the  bill ;  the  other  is  the  use 
of  hard  mon^  in  the  receipts  ud  disburse- 
ments  ctf  the  Federal  GoTenunent.  This  prin- 
ciple is  the  ally  of  the  other.  They  go  toge- 
ther, and  can  hardly  lire  separately.  To  re- 
ceive the  promissory  notes  of  the  banks,  is  to 
receive  nothing  bat  their  promises  to  pay  money. 
If  they  break  that  promise,  the  only  resource  is 
to  take  what  they  choose  to  give ;  that  is  to 
say,  more  broken  promises  to  pay  money,  or 
to  sue  them ;  and,  if  suit  is  bronght.  State  laws 
may  interpose  to  protect  tbe  bans,  and  to  com- 
pel the  Government  to  take  its  pay  in  more 
broken  promises  to  pay.  Far  better  to  take 
the  pnnniaaory  notes  of  the  citizens.  They 
woold  not  refuse  payment^  as  the  banks  have 
done :  and  if  they  did,  the  State  Legidatores 
would  not  interpose  to  shield  them. 

The  Federal  Government  oi^ht  to  use  the 
money  of  the  Federal  Oonstituttoo.  Its  dnty 
to  the  constitution  requires  it  to  do  so;  its 
duty  to  the  country  equally  requires  It.  By 
using  that  money,  two  great  advantages  would 
always  result :  1.  The  Government  would  al- 
ways have  in  its  coffers  real  m<Hiey ;  2.  The 
country  would  always  possess  au  abnn^t  sup- 
ply of  the  precious  metals.  Certainly  the  Fed- 
eral Government  owes  great  duties  to  itself 
and  to  the  country,  in  region  to  the  currency. 
It  should  not  abmoate  those  duties,  nor  dele- 

Ste  them.  It  should  not  expel  spede  from 
B  country  by  abandonimr  the  use  of  it,  Thb 
experience  of  fovi^  years  wows  that  a  cessaticm 
of  demand  for  specie,  on  the  part  of  Uie  Federal 
Government,  banishes  gold  and  silver  from  the 
country.  This  was  the  result,  both  under  the 
first  and  second  banks  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  other  huid,  the  experience  of  five  years 
shows  that  a  demand  for  specie  by  tbe  Federal 
Government  attracts  it  to  tbe  country ;  that  we 
have  iooreased  onr  supply  from  twenty  to  eigh- 
ty millions  in  five  years,  under  that  demand ; 
and  that  a  continuation  of  the  demand  will 
continue  the  increase  until  the  ooontry  is  ade- 
qoatdy  and  failj  sopfdied.  This  lathe  wi^  to 
regulate  the  currency.  A  hundred  and  tw«ity 
or  thirty  miUiona  ia  g<dd  and  nlver  will  regu- 
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late  the  banks  and  the  exchanges;  and  that 
amount  can  be  att^ed,  and  ongbt  to  be  at- 
tained, in  six  or  seven  years,  by  a  continuation 
of  General  Jackson's  policy. 

An  adequate  supply  of  specie  for  the  coun- 
try, is  one  of  the  hubest  duties  of  the  FMeral 
Government.  By  the  oonstitntion,  it  is  made 
the  ccmservator  of  spede;  by  abdicating  its  dn- 
tiea,  it  had  banished  fhrni  the  land  that  vhkth 
it  was  bound  to  preserve.  The  States  delivered 
to  this  Government  in  1789,  an  adequate  cur- 
rency of  gold  and  ulver.  The  first  revenue  law 
ever  passed  by  Coi^resa,  enacted  that  the  rev- 
enue should  be  paid  *'  in  gold  and  tUwr  coin 
ordyj"  There  was  then  no  complaint  of  sear- 
city.  General  Bamilton's  order  for  evading 
that  law,  did  not  turn  npon  tbe  ground  of 
scarcity  of  the  precious  metals,  but  on  the  plea 
of  convenience  in  handling  bank  paper,  and 
upon  the  policy  of  inoreanng  tbe  qoantity  of 
bank  curoulation.  There  was  no  oomplaiift  of 
the  inadequacy  of  specie  until  the  flnt  Bank 
of  tlie  United  States  had  baniAed  it  tram  Uie 
country,  as  Ur.  MadisiHi  and  others  predicted 
that  it  would  do. 

Large  mercantile  payments  always  have  been, 
and  forever  will  be,  made  in  bits  paper,  rep- 
resenting masses  of  property.  He  is  a  nin- 
ny, or  believes  others  to  be  ninnies,  who  talks 
about  merchants  spending  their  time  in  count- 
ing piles  of  dollars,  one  by  one.  If  masses  of 
specie  are  to  be  paid,  it  is  done  in  bulk,  in  k^ 
or  bags,  or  by  weigfaina,  or  by  a  transfer  of 
credit  on  the  books  of  a  bank.  Bills  of  ex- 
change, receipts,  or  certificates,  representing 
masses  of  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  gridn,  fiour, 
beef,  pork,  lead,  cattle,  &0.,  make  the  great  pay- 
ments. So  far  as  large  mercantile  operations 
are  oonoraned,  spede  u  bat  an  infoior  part  d 
the  means  of  payments.  With  the  body  of  the 
community,  it  is  different.  Spede  is,  or  should 
be,  the  miun  part  of  their  payments,  and  with 
every  Government,  it  should  be  tbe  Bole  in- 
strument of  payments.  As  to  banks,  it  is  in 
vain  for  them  to  expect  to  live  upon  confidenoe. 
Those  that  attempt  it  will  share  the  fate  of  the 
Irlsbmah's  mare,  which  ber  master  undertook 
to  make  live  upon  a  straw  a  day.  One-third  In 
roecie,  fiU"  all  its  liabilities  in  ciroolation  and 
deports,  is  the  rule  of  the  Bank  of  En^wd. 
With  less  than  that  proportion  the  buik  holds 
herself  to  be  unsalie  ,*  with  that  propMtion  in 
hand,  she  expects  to  make  up  the  mbar  tw<^ 
thirds,  if  ran  upon,  out  of  the  debts  due  b«r, 
her  credit  to  borrow,  and  Government  aid  in 
exchequer  bills.  Soarody  a  bank  in  the  United 
States  undertakes  to  come  up  to  the  Bank  of 
England  standard  of  safely.  The  Le^slature 
of  Louisiana  is  the  only  one  that  I  have  seen 
attempting  to  establish  that  standard. 

There  is  s  concerted  attempt  at  this  time  in 
the  United  States  to  decry  specie ;  to  ridicule 
it,  to  vilify  it,  to  suppress  it,  and  to  banish  it. 
Gold,  especially,  ia  the  ol^eet  ttf  the  viliflcft- 
tim  of  tlus  porty-^at  gold  which  stands  first 
named  fat  the  Gonstitiition  of  the  United  Statei^ 
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and  wfaioht  firom  the  eariiert  noocda  of  the  Ini- 
man  race,  bas  been  the  oliosen  money  of  Hie 
world.  I  do  not  envy  that  party  their  asndnons 
labors  in  the  defamatioa  of  the  preoiotu  metals. 
I  do  not  fear  the  snccess  ai  their  exertions.  I 
do  not  fear  even  that  they  will  ever  sncceed  in 
making  themselTes  tarn  their  backs  upon  the 
smalle^  piece  of  gold  or  silver  which  is  offered 
for  their  acceptance.  The  necessity  of  an  ade- 
qaate  supply  of  the  preddas  metda  is  known 
and  felt  by  the  whole  human  race.  It  is  the 
only  money  which  it  is  safe  for  the  body  of  the 
peoi^ft  to  handle.  It  ia  the  mda  baria  tat  the 
operations  of  a  bank ;  and  it  ia  the  only  stand- 
ara  or  meaaore  of  Talnea.  One  of  the  lilgjbieat 
IkmctiffluofmoneyistomeaflareTahui.  That 
is  a  fhnction  which  p^er  cannot  i>erform.  The 
measure  of  values  mast  itaelf  possess  intrinsic 
Taloe,  and  most  Itself  be  free  from  sodden  or 
matMial  variations  of  value.  It  must  have  a  uni- 
form and  a  universal  value.  As  well  might 
you  att^pt  to  make  a  measure  of  lengths  out 
of  tiist  which  has  no  length,  a  measure  of 
weights  out  of  tht^  which  has  no  weight,  a 
measure  of  quantities  out  of  that  which  has  no 
capacity  to  hold  any  qaantity,  as  to  endeavor 
to  make  a  measure  of  values  out  of  that  which 
haa  no  intrinnc  value.  The  predoos  metals 
■lone  oaa  oonstitnte  a  meaaoreof  values ;  pa- 
per money  can  measore  the  value  of  nothiiw, 
not  even  of  itself:  its  own  value  la  eternal^ 
measured  by  its  r^ation— by  its  eonTcrUbiltty 
— into  specie.  Its  want  of  intrinno  value,  its 
liability  to  be  made  in  any  quantity,  or  to  be 
diminished  in  any  quantity,  and  its  liability  to 
total  destruction,  entirely  disqualifies  it  for  the 
liigh  fonction  of  s  measure  of  values. 

The  Oonstitution  of  the  United  States  has 
ve^ed  Congress  with  authority  to  prescribe  a- 
uniform  standard  of  weights  and  measures  for 
the  whole  Union.  Congress  has  not  exercised 
that  power;  but  the  common  feeling  of  the 
pec^  baa  inppUed  the  defeot  of  Fedmd  l^ris- 
U^on.  In  ell  parts  of  the  Unkm,  they  use  the 
same  w^riita  and  measnrea.  A  pound  ia  a 
pound,  s  boahel  is  a  bushel,  e  yard  is  a  yard, 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  tiie  other. 
The  coDsUtntion  has  also  vested  Congress  with 
authority  to  regulate  the  value — ^not  of  enrrm- 

3t,  for  there  is  no  such  word  iu  the  constitu- 
on,  nor  any  word  which  can  t)e  made  to  in- 
clude paper  currmey — but  to  regulate  the  value 
of  the  coin  of  our  own  mint,  and  also  of  foreign 
coin.  This  power  for  forty-five  years,  that  is 
to  s^,  from  1789  to  1684,  was  so  erroneously 
exercised  as  to  undervalue  gold  uz  and  two- 
thirds  per  oent.  The  oonsequence  was  the  to- 
tal exbrnnon  ct  gcdd  from  otv  dronlatlon.  In 
IBM  tiiii  error  was  eoneoted ;  and  the  oonse- 
quence ii,  that  gold  Is  in  the  fiill  jnooess  of 
restoration  to  ita  oonstltational  place  in  oar 
eorrency.  Witli  reqpeot  to  foreign  coins,  in- 
stead of  making  them  euirent,  as  the  constitu- 
tion intended,  tbey  were .  nearly  all  ezolnded 
fi^mi  circulation  by  the  act  of  1819.  This  false 
kgietotloa  was  also  corrected  in         and  for- 
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eign  ooins  now  enter  lai^cfy  into  our  cizenlft* 
tion.  The  year  1884 — the  second  year  of  Gen- 
eral Jaokson's  second  Presidential  term — will 
be  an  era,  a  proud  and  glorious  era,  in  tbe 
history  of  our  coostitutiontu  currency.  It  wiD 
be  the  era  of  the  reformation  of  the  metallic 
cnrrenoy.  Tbe  year  1886,  the  last  year  of 
General  Jackson's  second  term,  will  be  another 
glorious  epo<di  in  our  financial  history.  It  was 
ui  that  year  that  the  promissory  notes  of  a 
coiporation  ceased  to  be  a  lawfid  tender  to  the 
Umted  States  iu  discharge  of  all  taxes,  debts, 
and  duties  due  to  hw.  Ilie  year  188S  is  tte 
epoofa  <tf  thia  deUveranoe  of  the  Federal  Treas- 
ury feam  tbe  dominion  of  a  oorp<n«tion ;  bat 
the  year  ISSfl  divides  the  tuniw  witii  it ;  fn-  in 
that  year  was  the  blow  struck— the  heroic  Teto 
applied — ^which  effeoted  the  deliverance.  Three 
noble  acts  have  been  performed  \  but  a  fomth 
remains  to  be  achieved  to  consummate  &e  da- 
ties  of  the  Federal  Government  in  relation  to 
the  currency.  The  error  <^  Ibr.  Uadison's  ad- 
ministration, at  the  expiration  of  the  existence 
of  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States,  must  not 
be  repeated.  The  notes  of  tbe  local  banb 
must  not  be  made  a  national  eorrency  t  That 
error  ruined  the  country  in  1614  and  in  181^ 
and  the  repetition  of  it  again  mined  it  In  18ST. 
Three  times,  in  twenty-five  years,  has  Ibat 
error  d^nived  the  Treasury  of  its  rev«nea, 
the  conntey  (rf  a  measnie  ftf  values,  and  render^ 
ed  nugatcvy  tiie  muformily  of  weights  and 
measures,  in  whioh  the  wlifde  Union  had  agreed. 
The  efiect  upon  the  community  has  been  the 
same  as  if  every  seller  had  possessed  the  priv- 
ilege, and  had  exercised  it,  of  altering  his 
weights  and  measures  at  his  pleasure ;  length- 
ening or  shortening  his  yard-stick ;  enlar^i^ 
or  r^ucing  his  bushd ;  diminishing  or  increas- 
ing his  pound-weight  witii  every  sale,  and  pre- 
cisely as  it  suited  his  own  interests  in  every 
instance.  This  is  an  enormous  and  a  crying 
evil,  the  parwt  of  nnnumbered  imporitions  up- 
on tiie  wnde  oommunity ;  and  espedal^  upon 
the  weaker  part.  In  piling  dimble  nn>  the 
necessaries  of  life,  the  effect  has  been  preela^ 
t^e  same  as  if  the  purchaser  had  received  but 
half  a  pound,  half  a  yard,  and  half  a  bn^^ 
when  he  paid  for  a  fall  pound,  a  foil  yard,  and 
a  full  bushel.  But,  sir,  I  drop  this  disqui^tion. 
The  pursuit  of  it  would  carry  me  too  mr,  at  tbe 
present  moment,  into  the  workings  of  the  pa- 
per system.  I  drop  it  with  remarking,  fbat 
the  arbitrary  debasement  of  the  cnrrent  coin, 
formerly  practised  by  some  European  Eing^ 
and  latterly  by  some  Turkish  Sultana,  was  in- 
nocent and  humless,  compared  to  the  misdiirf 
done  in  our  own  country  by  the  loss  of  a  meas- 
ure of  values,  and  the  oonsequent,  or  equivaleiA 
destruction  of  all  the  measures  of  qnantttiea. 
The  tboughtiess  and  Inotmsidnste  man,  invested 
with  no  leg^lative  character,  may  say,  that 
paper  money  is  lighter  thiui  gold  and  ^ver; 
that  paper  will  buy  wy  thing  that  gold  and 
rilver  will  buy ;  that  he  does  not  care  what  his 
mxmvj  is  made      provided  it  will  pv'  hi* 
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debts.  The  nnreflecting  man  raaj  talk  in  this 
waj ;  bnt  the  statesman  mnat  look  at  money 
in  its  exalted  character  of  a  measure  of  valnes ; 
and  if  that  measare  is  lost  or  destroyed  by  his 
management,  he  oommita  a  great  error,  and  in- 
fliiitB  a  great  injury  npon  the  entire  oommniii- 
U.  Tfehaveloit  that  measare.  The  Federal 
Government  has  oooarioned  its  laes.  The  use 
of  paper  at  the  Federal  lYeasory  has  banished 
coin — ^has  eet  an  example  which  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  aU  the  States,  and  by  every  indi- 
Tidnal — nntil  paper  has  banished  coin,  and  made 
iteelf  a  forced  tender  in  every  payment.  P^er 
money  is  now  the  actual  correaoy  of  the  laud. 
It  is  ^e  medium  of  all  payments ;  and,  being 
no  measure  of  values,  there  is  no  stability  in 
prices.  Every  thluK  fluctuates.  Trade  is  sub- 
jected to  the  hazards  of  gambling.  The  rera- 
eck  foi*  this  evil — the  means  for  the  re-estab- 
Ushment  of  the  measure  of  values— is  for  the 
Federal  Government  to  nae  the  trne  measare 
itsdC  In  supplying  itself  with  the  tame  meas- 
ure, it  will  caose  the  whole  country  to  be  sup- 
plied. Ho  nation  can  saturate  itselif  with  gold 
and  ulver  more  easily  than  {he  United  States. 
The  hundred  millioos  of  exportable  products, 
aonoally  sent  abroad — ^to  say  nothing  of  domes- 
tic mines  and  the  supplies  brought  in  by  emi- 
grants— ^will  bring  baok  an  annual  supply  of  12 
or  16  millions.  We  hare  but  to  invite  its 
presence,  by  creating  a  demand  for  it,  and  8  or 
10  millions  of  this  amoont  will  annually  remain 
with  OS  nntil  the  national  supply  iafoU  and 
complete. 


nOUSB  OF  BSPBESENTATTVX8 

Thitbsdat,  March  15. 

Dmth  of  the  Hon.  Timotky  JaroU  Carter. 

Mr.  EvAiu,  of  MfUne,  addressed  the  Obair : 
Mr.  Spuzxr  :  These  badges  of  moamiog 
which  we  sUll  wear,  denote  that  Death  has 
lately  been  in  the  midst  of  us.  Again  his  ar- 
row has  flown ;  and  again  has  the  fatal  shaft 
been  sent,  with  unerring  aim,  into  a  small,  and 
already  broken,  rank.  It  is'  my  melancholy 
office  to  announce  that,  since  the  last  a^oum- 
ment  o£  the  Honae  of  Beparowntative^  Tdcotbt 
jABvm  OABira,  thffli  one  of  its  m«iu»ei«,  frma 
the  State  frf  Maine,  has  sorrandered  ap  to  the 
Bring  who  gave  it  a  life  upon  which  many 
anxious  hopes  depended,  ana  for  whose  prefr- 
ervation  many  an  ardent  prayer  had  gone  up 
to  the  Father  of  all  spirits.  He  died  hut  even- 
ing, at  ten  o'clock,  at  his  lo<^ings  in  this  city, 
after  a  rickaess  of  not  vwy  protracted  duration, 
bnt  of  great  and  exomciatmg  intennty  of  Buf- 
fering and  agony.  The  ways  of  a  righteous 
Providence  are  inscrataUe,  and  while  we  bow 
in  submisBion,  we  are  yet  oppressed  with  deep 
and  solemn  awe. 

Our  deceased  friend  and  ooUeagae  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  State  and  the  dlstriet  wfaioh,  ao  late- 
ly, he  repreaented  in  this  braneh  of  Oongress ; 
uid  he^  Hier^ire^  bioa^  with  him  theeooA* 
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denee,  largely  bestowed,  of  those  who  had 
known  him  from  his  earliest  years.  Well  did  he 
deserve  it  His  character  for  probity,  integrity, 
uprightness,  iborality,  was  free  from  ^t  or 
blemish.  His  principles  were  well  founded.*. 
Loving  the  coontry  of  hia  birth,  and  its  insti-- 
tutions,  with  til  his  heart,  he  pursued  witii 
fidelity  such  measures  as  Ids  iadgnient  deemed 
beat  cialcttlated  to  promote  uie  weliiNre  of  the 
one  and  the  durability  of  the  otber.  He  was 
a  lawyer  by  profession— fdthfbl,  jost,  disOTmi- 
nating,  attentive,  humane,  in  its  practice. 

Of  manners  mild,  courteous,  affable ;  and  a 
temper  kind,  condliatiog,  patient,  he  won  re- 
spect and  attachment,  even  from  those  who 
differed  with  him  in  matters  of  opinion ;  and 

Erobably  there  lives  not  a  hnman  being  who 
as  a  single  resentment,  or  one  unkind  recollec- 
tion, to  bury  in  his  grave.  He  has  gone,  in  the 
strength  of  his  mamiood,  and  the  maturity  of 
his  istelleot^  the  road  tiiat  all  most  once  pass : 

oOesBda,  winel,  tU  MbL" 

The  ties  that  bound  luro  to  lift  are  sersFed 
forever,  as  all  human  tiles  must  be  sevoed. 

*  UnqMadt  UibiM,  ti  damM,  at  unuw 
nzoi;  Beqne  iMram,  qnst  ooUi^  ■rbonm 

pmter  IotIih  eupnMM 
Ulu,  bmran  domlonm  lequttr.* 

Although,  when  his  eyes  opened  for  the  last 
time  upon  tiie  earth  and  the  sky,  they  fell  not 
upon  his  own  native  hills;  though  the  sod 
which  shall  cover  him  will  not  fr^en  in  the 
same  influences  which  dothe  them  in  verdnre 
andbeaaty;  though  he  died  fitffirom  his  hnne^ 
the  oompanionB  and  the  brothers  of  his  child- 
hood were  with  him— the  sharer  his  joya, 
the  solace  of  his  griefs,  stood  by  him ;  and  the 
hand  which  could  best  doit  assuaged  the  Mttw 
pains  of  parting  life.  The  last  earthly  aonnds 
which  ful  upon  his  ear  were  tones  (tf  sTmpothy, 
and  kindness,  and  aflfeotion,  and  suppcnt— tonea 
which  ceased  not,  even  when  they  vainly  strove 
to  pierce  the  cold  and  leaden  ear  of  death. 
Tears  shall  flow  copioudy,  and  deep  si^is  be 
heaved  over  his  lifeless  form ;  tears  not  more 
scalding,  sighs  not  deeper  drawn,  l}ecauae  not 
mingled  with  any  bitter  recolleotions— any 
unavailing  regrets. 

If  human  means  ooFuld  hare-  avidled— if 
devoted  fraternal  j^rmpathr  and  care— if 
constant  abiding,  self-saoi^dng  affection, 
triumphing  over  exhausted  nature,  and  bear* 
ing  np  a  feeble  flrame,  unconscious  of  weari- 
ness, Uiroagh  long  and  piunfnl  vigils,  oould  have 
saved  his  lue,  he  woold  long  have  been  spared 
to  the  friends  who  now  deplore  his  death,  and 
to  the  State  and  to  the  country  which  he  served. 
To  tiiat  stricken  bosom  we  proffer — alas  I  how 
littie  will  it  avul  I — our  sincere  sympathy  and 
ocmdoIeDoe.  He  has  gme  from  this  place  of 
earthly  honors  and  human  distinctions,  to  a 
seat  in  that  "house  which  ia  not  made  with 
handfl^  eternal  in  the  Heavena" 

As  a  tokm  of  our  respect  for  his  many  vir- 
taei^  and    <mr  rMpeot  ArliisiiiMWiry,!  move 
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the  adoption  of  Ihe  reaolntioiu  wfaioh  I  now 

sablnit : 

lUtolved,  That  the  membeis  of  thia  Eoiue  will 
attend  the  Amenl  of  Tmorar  J.  Cabibb,  deceased, 
late  a  member  of  this  House  fiom  ttte  State  of  Ibine, 
^12  o'clock  on  Saturday. 

Hetoived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  stiperintendii^  the  flmeral  oC  Tixotht  J. 
CiREB.  deceased. 

Reaeived^  That  the  membera  and  offioen  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  menoorj  of 
TiMOfHT  J.  CuTXR,  by  WMilDg  ontpe  on  the  left 
inn  few  thirty  days. 

Hie  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to ; 
and  then  the  Hoose  a^oomed  till  Satnrde^. 

nr  SENATE. 

Thubsdat,  Uarch  16. 
Death  <if  the  Son.  T.  /.  Carter. 
Mr.  BuoaLEs  addressed  the  Senate  aa  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Pbssidbnt:  The  message  from  the 
House  of  RepreseatatiTeei,  just  r&ad,  oommuni- 
ealang  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death 
of  the  Hon,  Timotht  J.  Ourrsfi,  a  Representa- 
tive from  the  State  of  Mune,  imposes  oa  me 
the  dnty,  which  I  cannot  perform  without  the 
deepest  emotion,  of  moving  the  cnstomary  res- 
olntions  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  de- 
oeased.  He  died  last  evening  at  the  hotir  of 
ten,  at  his  lodgings  in  this  city,  after  maoh 
severe  bat  patient  saflfering— at  peace  witii  all, 
at  Tariance  with  nime. 

I  kDow  that  oooadona  of  this  kind  have  nsa- 
ally  been  bn{ffoved  to  prononnce  eoltwiea  on 
the  oharaotera  of  deoeased  members ;  bnt  the 
painfhl  emotions  which  have  been  awakened 
by  the  last  sad  adien  of  an  esteemed  friend  and 
oolleagne,  bnt  poorly  qnalifies  me  to  speak  at 
this  time,  and  m  this  place,  of  his  manly  vir- 
tnes,  his  purity  of  heart,  the  engaging  mildness 
of  his  disposition,  the  mfmsaal  excellence  of  the 
character  he  maintained  in  all  his  domestic  and 
social  relations.  It  is  but  to  say,  what  all  who 
knew  him  as  I  have  known  him  would  say, 
that  his  whole  life  afforded  constant  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  strictest  moral  rectitnde,  in  the 
upright,  faithftal,  oonsdentions  perftvmaoce  of 
every  duty  oimneoted  with  his  Btati«i  in  aoci- 
•ty. 

Though  yet  aoaredy  past  the  morning  at  life, 
he  had  received  many  gratifying  proots  of  the 
estimation  in  which  his  talents  and  probity 
were  hdd  by  the  people  and  the  coonoilj  of  his 
State. 

As  a  representative,  he  has  been  devotedly 
fldthfol  to  his  trust,  and  folly  jastified  tiie  con- 
fidence reposed  in  his  virtue  and  patriotism. 
He  sought  not  high  political  distinction.  He 
was  nnambitions  of  renown,  bat  guided  his 
ftKttsteps  by  that  calm  and  steady  light  which 
Bbtnes  all  along  the  pathway  of  duty  and  tise- 
ftalnesB. 

He  inhnited  his  vlrtM  ftmn  a  highly  KB^eoi- 
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able  parentage,  and  has  left  a  wide  orcle  of 
attached  rewaves  and  friends  to  mourn  his 
exit ;  three  of  whom,  under  the  ready  impulses 
of  fraternal  affection,  obeyed  the  earliest  sum- 
mons  to  his  nek  bed.  Alas  1  it  was  but  to  wit- 
ness, with  poignant  grief,  the  closing  soraie  in 
the  brief  drama  oi  homan  existence. 

He  was  a  husband  and  a  father ;  bat  how 
can  I  presume  here  to  mak  of  the  aaoniaed 
fedings  of  her,  who,  wulsfc  she  caoj^t  Ids 
latest  sigh,  felt  that,  as  in  Hfe,  so  almost  in 
death,  his  des^ies  were  her  own  1 

With  the  deceased,  life's  fleeting  shadow  has 
passed  by,  and  etwiuty  has  opened  its  broad 
portals.  Nothing  now  remains  bat  the  tears 
of  relatives,  the  regrets  and  sympathies  <tf 
friends,  and  the  moral  inflaence  of  his  exanude 
for  all. 

The  usual  resolations  were  then  adopted,  that 
the  Senate  wonld  attend  the  fanerel  of  Uie  late 
Mr.  Oabtbb,  and  go  into  mourning,  by  wearing 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  Senate  adjourned  over  to  Batnrd^  next. 


HOUSE  OF  BXFBEBENTATlVlCaL 

Satdbdat,  March  Vt. 

General  Ghobob  M.  Ebiu,  a  member  elected 
from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  snpply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  re^gnation  Mr. 
Mdhlbnbbbo,  took  his  seat. 


nrasBTATB. 
WxDiinBBDAT,  March  SI. 

Independent  Treatury, 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  fte 
Independent  Treasury  bill,  when.  Ifr.  Socth- 
ABD  resumed  his  argument,  in  opporaticHi  to  the 
bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  KivBa*» 
amendment : 

TsAS. — Uessrs.  Clay  of  Eentod^y,  Claytoii,  CrH- 
tenden,  Davis,  Enlgbt,  VcEean,  Herri^  Kicholas. 
Prentiss,  Bivea,  Bobluna,  Riw^es,  Smith  of  TtuKm^ 
Southard,  Spencc,  Swift,  TaSnadge,  Tipton,  Web- 
ster, and  White— 20. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bndann, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Gutfabert,  Fulton,  Gnm- 
dy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  I^b,  Mania, 
Kouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Roaoe,  Robinson,  Serier, 
Smidi  of  Comiecticut,  Strooge,  Trottei^  Walk  a. 
Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  and  YoBng— 29. 

Mr.  PsBSTON,  after  the  result  of  the  vote  was 
announced,  come  into  the  Senate  Chamber,  and 
asked  permission  to  record  his  vote  in  favor  of 
the  Bubstitate. 

The  YjoE  FKEsiDEirr  said,  if  there  was  so 
objection  made,  he  would  direct  the  Secretary 
to  record  the  name. 

Mr.  BBim)N  objected.  He  had  been  there 
eighteen  year&  and  had  nnifoimly  opposed 
every  motum  of  that  kind.  He  thongfat  it  ea- 
tftUiukBd  a  bad  preoedeot  to  pennit  Benataa 
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to  record  their  names  after  the  vote  had  been 
taken,  and  the  resolt  made  known. 

Hr.  Gbukdt  wished  the  Senator  would  forego 
his  olijeottwu,  and  inatanoed  a  otae  doring  the 
preseataeifl^,  where  be  had  his  name  noorded 
by  one  of  the  reporters  as  voting  against  a 
moosore,  when,  in  fiuit,  he  had  not  TOtM  at  all. 
On  the  next  morning  he  stated  the  matter  to 
tiie  Senate,  and  asked  permisrion  to  have  his 
name  recorded  in  the  affirmaUve,  which  was 
.granted. 

Mr.  £iNa  was  desirous  that  courtesy  ehonld 
be  extended  to  the  Senator,  and  that  he  be  per- 
mitted to  record  his  vote ;  and  the  coarse  was 
the  1e«  objectionable,  as  the  result  coold  not 
be  variM  bj  granting  the  permission. 

Ur.  Bbntchs  was  inflexible;  he  had  (as  he 
before  observed)  for  the  last  eighteea  years, 
pursued  the  same  pdioy,  and  oonld  not  consent 
to  yield  the  paint  now.  He  woaiA  so  fue  yield, 
however,  as  to  move  to  reconsider  the  vote^  by 
which  means  the  aame  object  could  be  more 
safely  attuned. 

On  Mr.  Benton's  motion,  the  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  on  Mr.  Bivbs's  amendment  was 
ordered ;  and  the  qnestiOD  was  again  taken  on 
Mr.  Bivbs's  substitute,  and  it  was  rejected— 

Yus. — Hessra.  Bayard,  Gby  of  Kentucky,  CUyton, 
Crittenden,  DstIb,  Knight,  HcKean,  Merrick,  Nich- 
olas, Prentiss,  Biva,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Smith  of 
Inditna,  SoutMhl,  Spence,  Smtt,  Tallniadge,  Tipton, 
Webster,  and  White— 22. 

If  in. — ^Uessra.  AU«t,  Benton,  BrowD,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  City  of  Alabsms,  CntUrot,  Fnlton,  Grau- 
dy,  HulAsrd,  Kins,  Idnn,  Lum^n,  Ljvn,  Horris, 
Houton,  Niles,  Nonrell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinaoo, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter, 
Walker,  Wall,  WiUiams,  Wright,  and  Yoong.— SO. 


HOVSS  07  BXPKXSEHfTATJYSa. 
Tuesday,  March  27. 
The  Independent  Treasury. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  enfltled  "  An  act  to 
impose  additional  duties  as  depostaries  upon 
oertain  public  officers,  to  appoint  receivers 
general  of  puttlio  money,  and  to  regulate  the 
safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbunonent  of  the 
pablic  moneys  of  the  United  States,"  having 
been  read  twice  by  its  title- 
Mr,  GaicBRBLBNa  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Gomnuttee  ct  Ways  and  Meana 

A  debate  took  ^ace  on  this  motion,  in  the 
coarse  of  which  Mr.  pAiroif  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table. 

The  vote  resulted  in— yeas  106,  nays  98,  (38 
members  being  absent,  the  House,  with  the 
Speakw,  conusting  of  242,)  as  follows : 

TsAS. — ^Ueasra.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
WiUiam  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoun,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Carter,  Chambcra,  Cbeathun,  Childs, 
Clark,  Cfuirin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Codling, 
BarUngton,  Deberry,  Dennia,  Bonn,  Evans,  Everett, 
Eving,  Ridiard  Fletidter,  Jlllmore,  James  Gariaod, 
Bioe  Qorland,  Goode,  James  Giahain,  WlUlam  Ora- 
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ham.  Graves,  Gmy,  Grennell,  Hall,  Halstead,  Harion, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  HofinaD, 
HopkuiB,  Henry  Jt^nson,  W.  Cost  JohuBon,  Eilgore, 
Lswler,  Lincoln,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Mas(m, 
Manry,  Hay,  Maxwell,  UcKennan,  Uenefee,  Mercer, 
IGHlgan,  Hitcbdt,  Matthias  Morris,  Calvary  Moiris, 
Naylor,  Noyea,  O^e,  Pstteison,  Patton,  Feck,  Phillips, 
Pope,  Roriden,  Randolph,  Beed,  Bidgway,  Russell, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  AugusUne  H.  Sbepperd,  Charies 
Sbepard,  Shields,  Kbley,  Blade,  Smith,  Southf^te, 
Stanly,  Stenart,  Stone,  Btratton,  Taliaferro,  lliomp- 
Bon,  niUngbast,  ToUnd,  Underwood,  Albert  8. 
White,  John  White,  SUaha  WUttlesey,  Lewis 
Willioins,  Sherrod  WilUama,  Christopher  H.  WBUams, 
Wise,  and  Toike— 106. 

Nits. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beime,  Bioknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Bruyn,  Bynnm,  Gambreleng,  J<din  Camp- 
bell, Casey,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor, 
Cra^,  Cnuy,  Cushman,  Dawson,,  DeGroff,  Drom- 
goole,  Dunoon,  Ehnwe,  Tsrrington,  Fairfield,  Foster, 
Gallup,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Griffln,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Hanson,  Hawkins,  ^ynes, 
Hobey,  Howard,  HuUey,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
^{faani,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Nothoind  Jone^  Geo.  K  Keim,  Eemble,  L^gare, 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logon,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKay,  Bobert  McClellon,  Abraham  MoCldlon,  Mo- 
Clure,  MlUer,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Murray,  Palmer,  Parker,  Poynter,  Fenny- 
ba<*:er,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Pren- 
tiss, Bhett,  lUt^iardflon,  Rivee,  Robertson,  Sheffer, 
Toucey,  Tumey,  Toil,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Titus,  Tonderveer,  Wagener,  WebsCv, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Willliinis,  Wor- 
thington,  and  Tdl— 98. 

So  the  Senate  biU  was  Iidd  on  the  table. 


Monday,  April  2. 

DeeeoM  of  tAs  S(m.  Itaac  McKim. 

Mr,  Howard  addressed  the  Honae  as  follows : 
Mr.  SpBAKBR :  I  rise  to  perform  a  duty,  the 
painful  extent  of  wbidi  I  did  not  folly  appre- 
ciate until  the  present  moment.  It  is  from  the 
effort  required  to  control  the  feeling  which  are 
struf^ling  for  the  mastery,  ^at  I  am  mode 
sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  the  task.  Sir,  my 
Aiend  and  colleague,  who  lightened  the  toils 
and  shared  the  respondbilities  of  our  joint  repre- 
sentation, is  no  more.  After  a  brief  but  severe 
illness,  Isaac  MoE«  expired  yesterday  mom- 
ing,  meeting  his  fate  with  exemplary  resigna- 
tion and  composure.  Conscious  of  his  ap- 
proaching end  for  many  da^s  prcvions  to  its 
occurrence,  he  looked  steadily  at  death  as  he 
drew  near,  step  by  step,  with  that  unflinching 
courage  whidi  a  quiet  conscience  only  can  give. 
Feeling. and  knowing,  as  I  now  feel  and  know, 
that  he  had  tried  to  do  his  duty,  he  looked 
forward  without  alarm,  because  he  looked 
backward  without  self-reproach.  His  course 
through  life  had  been  the  same  as  his  conduct 
in  this  House,  where,  I  am  sure,  he  has  not  left 
an  unkind  feeling  in  the  Iweart  of  a  siimle 
monber.  Engaged  ia  fbe  active  pnrsnlta  ^ 
onnmeroB  from  u  nnnmaUj  early  period  <^ 
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Vteecm  <(ftk$  Hon.  laaae  MeKin. 


life,  he  was  one,  and  perhaps  the  last,  of  that 

«aten>ri»iig  class  ot  merchants,  whose  hazard- 

oaa,  oat  succesufiil  industry,  some  thirty  years 
ago,  bailt  up,  at  the  same  time,  their  own  for- 
tmies  and  the  prosperity  of  the  city  which  we 
partly  represented  upon  this  floor;  bat  the 
liberality  with  which  he  dispensed  his  gains 
around  him,  was  equal  to  the  sagacity  which 
he  manifested  in  their  acqnisition.  Two  pablio 
schools,  one  foonded  by  his  father  and  the  other 
by  himself,  have  long  made  hU  name  blessed 
by  the  destitute  widow,  to  whose  diildren  the 
rich  giSt  of  education  was  thns  benevolently 
and  wisely  imparted.  The  two  hundrod  orphan 
Ix^s  who  have  habitnaUy  attended  the  b&ooI 
oi  laAA.0  MoEiH,  may  perh^ig  b«  nnocmsdotis 
of  the  loss  which  they  nave  sustained,  but  the 
tears  of  their  widow^  mothers,  shed  in  secret 
sorrow,  will  latest  their  mingled  gratitude  and 
regret.  Sir^  to  rescue  from  the  temptations  and 
dangers  of  idleness  and  ignoraoce,  any  portion 
of  the  youth  of  our  country,  is  to  effect  a  work 
in  whiohpatriotism  and  philanthropy  eminen^y 
unite.  But  it  was  not  in  this  instance  alone 
that  the  kindheartedness  of  my  deceased  friend 
was  manifested.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  a  dngle 
individual  in  our  extensive  population  whose 
loss  will  be  more  felt  or  deplored.  He  has 
passed  throngh  lifa  with  such  an  uostuned 
character,  that  all  me'n  of  integrity  knew  him 
to  be  their  vrapec  associate.  Hild  ai^  oour- 
teoua  in  hia  oraortment  towards  others,  he  fol- 
lowed, 05  8  guide  in  his  own  cooduot,  vat  sin- 
cerity and  honeaty  of  purpose,  upon  which  his 
&ieodi  never  counted  in  v^ 

Next  to  his  fiunily,  Kr.  Speaker,  his  loss  teSls 
most  heavily  upon  myself. '  Elected  by  the. same 
constituency,  we  have  been,  for  some  yearcL  in 
the  habit  of  the  most  unreserved  commnntca- 
tion  with  each  other  upon  every  topic  relating 
to  our  public  duties,  mH  upon  his  strong  saga- 
city I  nave  been  accustomed  greatly  to  rely. 
Bis  untiring  attention  to  business  has  long  been 
eonmtououB  in  this  House.  No  care,  no  time, 
no  tabor  seemed  to  him  too  great  to  be  devoted 
to  the  puUio  service.  lu  this  House,  amongst 
his  oonstituentst  ^  State,  and  by  his  coun- 
try, his  absence  will  be  felt.  It  only  remans 
for  us  to  pay  audi  respect  to  his  memoir  as  i^ 
dae  to  it,  and,  for  that  purpose,  I  ci^  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions ; 

Resolved  vnanimoutly.  That  the  members  and 
officers  of  this  Hoose  will  attend  the  iVmenl  of 
Jbaao  HoEm,  deoeond,  late  a  member  of  this 
Honae,  tnm  the  State  of  Hiiyland,     11  oVAodc  to- 

.  mMTOW. 

Bandved  unanimtmtlsf,  That  a  committee  be  op- 
p(diited  to  take  ordet^for  miperintendUig  the  Ameral 
of  Isaac  UcKih,  deceased. 

SMolved  wtontinoiu/y.  That  the  membera  i&d  offi- 
MM  of  this  Bouse  will  testify  their  respect  for  the 
memoty  of  Isaac  UcSjm,  by  wearing  ci^  on  the  left 
arm  tot  thirty  days. 

RuUvtdvnammmi^y^  Thatwhea  the  House  ad- 
journ toKlqr,  It  will  acUoum  to  meet  again  on  Wed- 
nsBdaynezt 


l25rB.  Cmo. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 
The  House  tiiea  a^onmed. 


IN  BKKATK 
KoioiAT,  April  3. 
Death  qf  the  Hon.  Itaae  McKitn. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  House  ot 
Representatives,  announcing  tibe  death  of  the 
Hon.  IsAAO  MoEiM,  a  member  of  that  House 
from  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  his  fu- 
neral would  take  place  from  their  ball  at  11 
o'clock  to-morrow. 
Vr,  Gbuhdt  addressed  tiie  Senate : 
Ur.  Frbsidkkt  :  In  the  absence  of  both  the 
Senators  from  Uaryland,  I  have  been 'requested 
by  the  del^ation  in  the  other  Honae  from  that 
State  to  move  a  concurrence  with  the  resdit- 
tlons  of  the  House  of  Sepreaentatives,  fn  honor 
of  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 

A  few  days  since  he  was  amongst  ns,,  in  oil 
the  vigor  of  health.  Within  a  few  honrs  oaij 
before  his  death,  he  was  actually  engaged  in 
the  fEuthfhl  discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  as- 
signed him  by  his  country.  He  is  now  gone ; 
and  those  who  esteemed  him  and  loved  him, 
will  see  him  no  more. 

lb.  HoEnc  was  emphatically  the  anther  of 
his  own  fortunes.  He  commenced  lifs  in  tot 
moderate  circumstances,  without  the  patronage 
of  influraitaal  friends.  His  indnstfy  and  vaer^, 
under  the  guidance  of  a  clear  and  discriminat- 
ing intellect,  enabled  him  to  amass  a  fintnoe, 
not  only  ample,  but  magnificent. 

He  not  only  knew  how  to  acquire  property, 
but  he  knew  how  to  use  it.  The  accumali- 
tion  of  wealth  in  him  did  not  beget  the  pasaeo 
of  avarice.  Go  to  the  city  of  hia  rend^ioe, 
and  the  inhabitants  can  point  out  iDnuDi«al4e 
instances  of  his  noble  ohuittes,  and  moaumeoti 
of  his  munificence  and  liberality. 

He  had  reached  a  good  old  age.  He  had  been 
honored  by  his  fellow-citiBeiu  with  a  seat  ia 
the  Senate  of  hu  State,  and  he  had  often  been 
elected  to  fin  the  stal^on  he  lately  ooeiqM. 
We,  his  associates,  knew  that,  althon^  be  wm 
unassuming  and  unpretending,  he  brmigfat  into 
our  coun(Ss  a  stock  of  usdfU  and  pnetieal 
knowledge  possessed  by  few  men. 

The  reflection  tiiat  ho  lived  worthily,  and 
died  probably  without  a  single  enemy,  will 
comfort,  and  in  some  degree  uleviate  the  sor- 
rows, of  her  who  was  the  partner  of  his  boson 
and  sharer  of  his  joys  and  grie&,  and  those  nA- 
atives  and  ftiends  who  now  deplore  his  loss. 

JAt.  Gbukot  then  submitted  the  fcdlowiiig 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  unanimoudy : 

Retdved  unanimotulyy  That  the  Senate  will  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  Isaac  M  cKix,  hte  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Kepresentativea  fnnn  Haiy • 
land,  at  11  o'clock  to-morrow,  and,  as  a  teadmtmy 
of  respect  for  the  deceased,  thqr  will  so  into  siom- 
ing,  by  wearing  ciape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  dqa. 
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TH1TB8IU.T,  A[nil  S. 

Anti-JhielUnff  BiH 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  prohibit  the  pring  or  accepting  a  chal- 
lenge, ko.  ' 

FBiDi.T,  April  0. 
Duelling  in  tt«  JMrfHM  ^  Oahimbia, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  prohibit  £he  giving  or  accepting  a  chal- 
lenge to  fight  {L^ael  in  the  District  of  Colnm- 
bla,  and  for  the  punishment  thereof  The 
question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Out- 
ton  to  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  punishing  the  offence  by  fine  not 
exceeding  |2,000,  and  by  impriaonment  in  the 
common  Jail  for  a  term  not  lem  than  two  years. 

2fr.  LiNH  observed,  that  when  be  yesterday 
proposed  passing  the  bill  over,  it  was  that  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  eonralting  witii 
the  gentieman  who  introdnoed  the  bill,  and  the 
Senior  firam  Delaware,  who  oflbred  the  amend- 
ment, as  to  tbe  propriel^  introdaolog  some 
provisions  which  wonld  enable  the  prosecotor 
under  this  act  to  obtain  witnesses.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  no  punishment  should  be  inflicted 
on  the  seconds  and  enrgeona,  and  by  this  means 
witnesses  might  l>e  procured,  "What  would  be 
considered  as  a  challenge  wonld  he  a  question 
for  the  jury  to  settle,  as  it  wonld  be  impossible 
to*  define  it  in  the  act  Gentlemen  who  intend- 
ed to  might  evade  the  law  in  the  easiest 
way  in  the  world.  They  might  send  an  invita- 
tion to  take  tea  at  some  given  spot,  or  make  an 
appointment  for  any  trivial  and  flotdtions  pur- 
pose, taking  care  that  ihe  true  one  should  be 
nnderatood.  He  ihonght  it  would  be  the  most 
dlfflcolt  thing  in  the  worid  to  »t  testimony. 

Kr.  Ounoir  laid  th^  oould  get  rid  (tf  the 
Realty  by  proridii^  that  the  aeconda,  or  any 
other  persons  aiding  or  assisting  in  the  dial- 
lenge,  shall  be  competent  witnesses,  exempting 
them  in  such  case  from  panishment. 

Hr.  HnBBASD  expressed  the  hope  that  they 
would  at  once  proceed  to  take  the  question  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware. 
Jf  he  understood  the  amendment,  it  was  to 
make  the  offence  punif^able  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment in  the  common  which  he  op- 
posed at  some  length,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
too  lenient,  and  behind  the  legislation  of  all  the 
States  who  had  noticed  the  nAiect  at  all.  The 
State  of  Dc^ware,  he  wM,  from  which  the 
gentlouaa  who  proposed  this  amendment  came, 
and  all  the  Kew  Enj^and  States^  together  with 
several  others,  had  made  this  oflbooe  ftlony, 
and  punished  it  by  imprisomnent  in  the  -peai- 
tentiaty. 

Mr.]  [iiNK  drew  his  conclusions  directly  differ- 
ent from  the  Senator  from  Kew  Hampshire.  If 
the  gentleman  would  show  him  a  case  in  any 
cS  ^e  States  where  a  man  concerned  in  a  dn^ 
had  been  prononnced  amnrterer,  wsflottotiie 
TouXnL— 43 


penitentiary,  thm  his  remarks  wonld  amij- 
As  he  remarked  the  other  day,  he  wanted  to 
see  a  law  passed  that  would  produce  some  prac- 
tical efifoots,  not  such  a  law  that  a  Jury  oonld 
not  be  found  to  carry  into  execution.  He  had 
seen  the  effects  of  such  laws  in  his  own  State. 
There  the  punishment  for  fluting  a  duel,  where 
death  ensued,  was  death,  and  yet  men  fonafat 
daels  as  if  no  law  existed  at  alL  But  they  had 
now  a  law  in  his  State  which  was  mwe  ^botnsl 
tat  tite  pretention  h£  duelling  than  any  law 
that  had  em  been  passed.  In  oases  as  assault, 
all  abnrive  words  and  defamatory  language 
went  to  the  jury  in  mitigatim  of  the  offence — 

Mr.  Bkntok.   As  a  Justification. 

Mr.  Iajxs.  Yes,  sir,  as  a  justification ;  and  if 
that  abanre  member,  the  tongue^  was  pmmit- 
ted  to  have  too  free  a  license,  the  same  Jloense 
was  permitted  to  the  iqlured  individual  to  re- 
dress his  grievance.  He  thought  if  the  same 
law  was  applied  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  there  would  be  a  Uttie  more  decorum, 
than  he  had  sometimes  witnessed. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  thou^t  their  legislation  should 
he  goremed  by  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of 
the  measore,  leaving  the  execution  of  tlw  ucwi 
to  those  who  had  them  in  charge. 

Mr.  Skitb,  of  Indiana,  concurred  entiro^ 
with  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  tiie 
Judiciary  (Mr.  Gbcndt)  iu  tiie  impropriety  of 
dragging  into  the  debate  the  recent  unfortunate 
affair  between  members  of  the  other  branch  of 
Congress ;  and  he  regretted  that  a  sin^e  Sena- 
tor had  thonglit  proper  to  recur  in  debate  to 
that  lamentable  connict  If  yon  examine  par- 
ticular cases,  this  debate  cannot  be  confined  to 
the  recent  one :  it  will  extend  to  many  o&et 
nmilar  ones  tiiot  have  occurred  at  different 
periods  of  our  national  cxiatenco.  The  time  of 
the  Senate  will  be  ooonpied  in  worse  than  a 
mere  nnprofitable  debate. 

The  recent  unfortunate  afliidr,  he  regretted  to 
see,  had  been  seized  rxpca  to  fted  the  flames  of 
party.  It  had  been  placed  on  party  grounds, 
as  if  one  party  were  duellists,  and  the  other 
not  Tiiis  was  an  ui^ust  and  unwise  ground 
on  which  to  place  that  or  any  other  similar  oc- 
currence. On  this  subject  there  were  two  par-, 
ties,  but  they  were  not  the  political  partiea 
that  divide  the  people  of  this  nation.  He  was 
bound,  in  truth,  to  admit  the  fact,  however 
much  he  might  feel  disposed  to  throw  the 
muitle  of  oblivion  over  tiiat  part  of  the  past 
history  of  the  country,  that  neither  of  the 
great  political  parties  osn  sqr,  we  are  all  ex- 
empt from  all  partidpation  in  that  mode  of  de- 
dduw  personal  difficulties,  and  yet  all  paxties 
speaking  were  opposed  to  this  barhanma  en»> 
torn. 

The  Senate  had  been  told  that  it  was  useless 
to  legislate;  that  public  opinion  would  not 
cany  out  their  enactinents ;  uiat  the  law  wotdd 
remain  a  dead  letter  on  the  statute  books ;  that 
the  freedom  of  debate  wonld  degenerate  into 
licentious  personal  abuse ;  that  it  was  neoessary 
tohfddAi  twnrm  over  members  of  Congress 
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thia  code  of  honor,  as  it  was  termed,  to  reatram 
ihexa  in  the  exeroise  of  their  duties  here ;  that 
the  oommoQ  law^  that  pniiiaheB  the  homicide 
with  death,  is  Buffloient  for  the  protection  of 
Borae^ ;  theee,  bo  Cur  ai  he  had  haud,  were  the 
{nintdpal  ol^Jecitions  to  Uie  i«t^>08ed  measure ; 
and,  while  he  admitted  that  they  bad  been 
urged  with  much  mal,  he  conld  not  yield  to  the 
oorreotness  of  the  principles  nor  to  the  reasons 
Inr  which  they  had  been  sustidned.  The  pod- 
turn  bad  been  assumed,  fed  muntained  with 
mndi  force,  that  pablio  opinion  would  not  bear 
Congress  oat  in  this  measare.  He  believed 
that  the  buth  was  directly  the  reTerse.  Pab- 
lio opinion  was,  at  that  moment,  at  the  doors 
of  the  Oapitol,  in  a  voioe  of  thnnder  request- 
ing, n^,  more,  demanding  of  Oongreaa  to  ar- 
rest this  bloody  code,  to  stSy  thia  deadatiiig  and 

tnhttmftn  costom. 

The  bill  does  not  contemplate  interfering 
with  the  common  law  (^enoe,  or  the  common 
law  paniahmenL  It  meats  the  offender  at  the 
threshold,  and  says  to  him,  atop  in  yonr  mad, 
In  yoor  anlawflil,  jonr  nnholy  oareer.  Ton  are 
treading  on  groimd  oovered  with  ignominy  and 
pnialties.  Yon  must  sarrender  yonr  code  of 
jkonor,  and  sabrait  to  the  laws  of  that  aodoty 
under  which  you  ei\]oy  all  the  blessings  that 
anrromid  yon.  Take  not  vengeance  into  yoar 
own  hands.  You  shall  not  assail  the  life  of  a 
foUow-beii^f.  Nor  shall  you  wantonly  pat  yoar 
own  life  at  hazard.  All  the  States  had  laws 
mmilar  to  the  bill  before  the  Senate.  The  peo- 
ple had  demuided  these  laws.  The  District  of 
Oolnmbia  alone  remuned  nnprotacted.  And 
diall  this  District  be  left  the  only  spot  In  the 
BflUffli  in  which  this  woric  of  dedarootion,  this 
waste  of  human  lift,  thia  violation  of  the  laws 
<tf  God  and  man,  shall  be  tolerated,  and  suffered 
to  be  carried  on  with  impnnity  f  It  was  al- 
ready said  that  this  waa  an  esylam  for  all  man- 
ner of  wickedness  and  crime;  that  members  of 
Congress,  when  here,  were  removed  from  those 
legal  rertndnts  under  which  th«y  act  ia  the 
Btates  from  which  they  came. 

It  has  been  contended  that  if  we  pass  this 
law,  the  freedom  of  debate  will  degenerate  into 
licentioasnese  and  personal  abuse ;  that  if  Sen- 
ators and  Bepresentatives  In  Congress  are  not 
to  be  held  personally  responsible  to  the  injur- 
ed party  for.  words  qwken  h&K  of  a  personal 
eharaoter,  tite  debates  will  bec(mw  persmul, 
Tindietive,  and  insaffsrable.  Ur.  B.  ooold  not 
oome  to  that  ooncItHdon.  He  thoi^t  tiw  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  would  have  a  BalTituy  ^bot  on 
the  debates. 

Hr.  Sktibb  said,  that  altboagh  he  was  no 
friend  to  duelling,  yet  he  disliked  this  bill  from 
one  end  of  it  to  the  other.  He  believed  it  was 
a  bill  wholly  for  the  protection  of  members 
of  Congress,  who,  not  satisfied  with  the  protec- 
tion afforded  them  by  the  constitution,  of  ex- 
emption from  arrest  and  from  being  sued  for 
w<^ds  used  in  debate,  wanted  the  additional 
protection  of  this  bill.  A  man  is  vilified  and 
abused  in  one  ai  the  Houses  of  Congress^  and 
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he,  of  course,  will  expect  the  offender  to  give 
him  satisfaction  in  some  way  or  other,  mid 
this  bill  says  he  shall  not  have  it    'What  then 
will  be  the  consequence  ?  Why,  something  like 
the  affair  of  Houston  and  Stansbnry ;  the  in- 
jured man  will  take  the  law  into  his  ownbandi, 
chastise  the  tradnoer,  and  then  be  will  be 
bronght  up  to  the  bar  itf  the  Hoaae,  from 
whence,  alter  five  or  rix  weeks  are  vnprofitab^ 
consumed  in  the  examhiation,  he  wul  be  dis- 
missed  with  a  reprimand.   If  the  object  was 
solely  to  suppress  duelling,  and  not  for  the  pro- 
tection of  Uie  members,  why  not  pass  a  law  to 
prevent  It  in  onr  other  Territories  as  well  ta  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  ?   Why  not  include 
Wisconsin  and  Florida,  and  oor  forts  and 
arsenals!   He  thought  this  District  was  al- 
ready sufficiently  disfranchised,  and  he  wonld 
not  add  any  more  to  its  disabilities.  ICembeis 
of  Congress  might  talk  of  Tom,  Dick,  or  Harry, 
as  they  pleased,  and  could  not  be  sued  far  alan- 
dw ;  aim  now  tiiey  would  take  aw^  frtna  the 
injured  indiTidoal  the  only  remedy  left  bim.  I 
am  opposed  tojiassing  la^s  for  our  own  ^otec^ 
tioD,  because  if  you  pass  one,  the  same  reasons 
will  opento  h\  pasrang  another;  and  the  next 
time  Mr.  Btansbury,  or  Kr.  anybody-else,  it 
whipped  by  Houston,  every  inember  of  Oongira 
murt  have  a  corponu's  ^;uard  to  protect  bim  in 
pas^g  from  his  boarding  house  to  the  Capi- 
tol  Now  he  would  ask  if  the  people  of  uie 
United  States  would  be  willing  to  be  tared  fir 
any  such  purpose,  for  it  would  take  at  least 
three  thoosand  men  to  furnish  a  corponTs 
guard  to  each  member,  and  they  must  there- 
fore have  an  additional  army,  or  leave  the  fxoo- 
tiers  exposed.  He  was  satisfied  that  mm  im- 
portanoe  was  attached  to  this  snlgect  tiltaa  it 
deserved,  and  he  believed  out  of  one  thonsani 
duds,  nine  out  of  every  ten  of  them  were 
fought  for  causes  that  could  not  be  got  over 
any  other  way.   He  knew  that  duels  wot 
frequ^tly  fought  for  trivial  causes,  bat  he  was 
convineed  that  It  was  otherwise  in  a  vast  ma- 
jority of  cases.   He  held  himself  respousiUe 
for  every  thing  he  said  on  that  floor,  and  he 
would  not  give  a  vote  to  take  away  that  re- 
sponsibility. 
Mr.  Clattoh's  amendment  was  lost — 
Teas. — Messrs.  Clay  of  Alsbama,  Claybm,  Fuhaa, 
Gnmdy,  Linn,  Kidudas,  Korvell,  Bobmson,  Stni^ 
Trotter,  Wilkei\  and  White— 12. 

Nats.— llesBcs.  Allen,  DaTie,  Hubbanl,  Lomi^ 
Lyoo,  Menick,  Uoutoo,  Niles,  Fierce,  Prmtis^ 
Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Scrier,  Smith  of  Connec- 
ticut, &idth  of  Indiana,  Swift,  mpfam,  WIlfiaBM,  nd 
Wright— 20. 

Mr.  Nnjts  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  pro- 
viding that  the  persons  offending  under  this  aci 
shall  be  forever  incapable  of  tuudinc  taj  office 
or  appointment  under  the  aothonty  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  NoBVsix  thought  they  had  carHod  the 
matter  far  enough.  They  subjected  the  mu 
giulty  of  duelling  to  a  punishment  of  not  les 
than  five,  uw  more  than  ten  years'  inqaisaft- 
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meat  in  the  peD\^at^ar]r,  and  now  the  gentle- 
man wantttd  to  add  disqualification  from  ofBce. 
Was  it  lik^7  that  a  man  who  shall  be  imprison- 
ed in  the  penitenliarr  will  ew  be  appointed  to 
an  office  wider  the  QoTemment  of  tne  United 
States? 

Mr.  NiLBS  spoke  in  defence  of  his  rtnendment, 
contending  that^  as  the  ponishment  had  been  less- 
ened by  tiie  amendment  jort  passed^  an  addi- 
tional poulty  was  necessary,  and  that  the 
penalty  he  proposed  would  most  probably  be 
inflicted,  even  if  the  oUier  was  not  Hr.  K. 
oonld  not  agree  with  his  friend  from  Arkansas, 
(Mr.  Sktub,)  that  tUa  bill  was  for  the  protec- 
tion of  members  of  Oongress  only.  It  had  a 
mnch  higher  object  in  view— that  of  suppress- 
ing an  odious  and  oriminal  imaotiock  and  of 
secnring  the  perfect  independenee  of  toe  repre- 
aantadTes  of  pe^le. 

Vr.  KiLsa'a  amendment  was  lost-T* 

Tua.— Kenra.  Allen,  Davis,  &nndy,  Hubbard, 
Latnpkin,  Nilei,  Ileroe,  Prentias,  Smith  of  Gonneo- 
ticat,  Switt,  Trotter,  Wslker.  WUUams,  and  Wii^t 
—14. 

Natb.— Hessra.  Clay'  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Een- 
.  toAjy  Clayton,  Fulton,  Uerrick,  Uouton,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Preaton,  Roane,  Robinson,  Riwgles,  SeTier, 
Snuth  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Tipton,  and  White— 17. 

Hr.  Suirn,  of  Indiana,  offered  an  amendment, 
authorizing  magistrates  when  they  have  soffi- 
cient  reason  to  believe  that  a  dud  is  about  to 
be  fought,  to  issae  their  warrants  to  bring  the 
parties  before  them,  when  they  are  fitrther  au- 
thorized to  compel  them  to  give  bond  and  se- 
curity to  keep  the  peace  for  one  year,  and  in 
de&nlt  thereof,  to  oommit  them  to  j^l 

Hr.  Clattoit  imposed  this  amendment,  as 
contrary  to  one  of  the  ftmdammtal  jHinoiplea 
of  law,  and  contrary  also  to  the  Oonstitatiou 
of  the  United  States,  which  provides  that  no 
warrant  shsJl  issue  but  upon  probable  cause, 
supported  by  oatii  or  afBrmation, 

The  amendment  was  r^ected. 

Mr.  'Write  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  atrik- 
ing  out  all  after  the  eoaoting  clause,  and  insert- 
ing a  substitute,  providing  that  every  person 
who  shall  hereafter  he  appointed  to  office  shall,  \ 
in  addition  to  the  nsuu  qoalifloation,  take  an : 
oath  that  he  has  not,  since  the  passage  of  this 
not,  been  directly  or  indirectly  conoerned  in  a 
dnel. 

Hr.  pBsiraiBB  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 

the  question ;  which  resulted—- 

Tba«.— Uessra.  Benton,  Clay  ot  Alabama,  Fblton, 
limi,  Mkiholaa,  Korvell,  Roane,  BoMnaop,  Ruggles, 
Sovier,  Strange,  Walker,  and  White— 18. 

Kays.- Messrs.  Allen,  Clayton,  Detis,  Onindy, 
Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Henick,  Mouton,  Niles, 
Fierce,  Prendn,  Smith  of  Oonnecticot,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Swift,  Inotter,  WUUam^  Wright,  and  Toung 
—19. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ooocurring  with 
the  thira  amendment ;  and  it  was  lost — 

Teas.— -HMsts.  Davis,  Gnmdy,  Hubbard,  Lump- 
Un.  Hankk,  Niles,  Pieiee,  Frentisi^  Smith  of  Oon- 
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neeticot,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Btrange,  Swift,  WlUiama, 
Wright,  and  Tonng — 15. 

Nats. — Ueaen,  Allen,  Benton,  Clav  of  Alabama, 
Clayton,  Fulton,  Linn,  Houton,  NicndaB^  Norvell, 
Roane,  Robinson,  'Baggm,  Sevter,  Trottw,  Walker, 
and  White— 1«. 

The  other  amendments  were  oonourred  in ; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


HOUSE  OF  BEFBBBBirr  ATZTX8. 

TCESDAT,  April  10. 
8<mth  Sea  Ezjtloring  Expedition. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  "bill  making  appropriaUons  for  the 
naval  service  for  1688." 

Hr.  Bbonbon  entered  into  a  defence  of  the 
late  and  present  Administrations  in  rdation  to 
tida  snl^Jeot,  and,  though  he  disclaimed  being 
Opposed  to  the  £xidcuing  Expedition,  either 
the  late  pnjected  one  or  another,  he  was  in 
&vor  of  having  the  bill  raeommitted,  beomae 
he  thought  it  prc^tw  that  the  *>«^"iiit^^  ^oold 
be  furnished,  and  the  sum  necessary  tear  earry- 
ing  it  on  made  distintt  and  sqwrate  from  the 
wpropriationa  necessary  for  the  general  service 
of  the  TSavj.  This  was  due  to  the  country,  for 
there  had  been  upwards  of  $700,000  already 
expended,  and  the  only  result  was  that  tiiere 
was  no  longer  an  Exploring  Squadron  in  exist- 
fflice,  and  Uie  question  was,  should  they  order 
a  new  one  to  be  fitted  out?  He  thought  not, 
e^»ecially  in  the  present  embarrassed  condition 
of  the  TreasiuT',  and  he  also  doubted  whether, 
in  the  present  state  of  feeling  towards  the 
scheme,  both  thtonghont  the  country  and  in 
the  navy,  any  <tf  thme  great  resnUs  anticqtated 
by  its  filends  would  be  prodooed. 

He  also  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  a^^xdnt- 
ment  of  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  not  from  his  want 
of  skill  or  experiwoe,  bnt-frcan  his  beiog  a 
Junior  officer,  the  effect  of  which  would  in- 
crease the  present  dissatisfastioo,  and  lead  to 
dissensions. 

Hr.  WiBB  Bugffeated  to  some  one  in  favop  of  the 
expedition,  forne  would  not  move  it  himself, 
to  move  the  insertion  of  a  provUion  in  the  bill, 
as  the  Hoose  had  determined  upon  the  continu- 
ance of  the  expedition,  limiting  the  time  within 
which  it  shall  sail.  Fix  any  reasonable  time, 
say  three  montiis,  or  ax.  or  twelve,  or  two 
yMra^  or  even  three ;  but  m  the  name  of  aense^ 
in  the  name  of  economy,  he  did  hqw  die  Kniae 
would  liodt  tb»  period. 

Hr.  HaixoBT  then  moved — 

Provided,  That,  In  officering  the  ezpkwh^ 
squadron,  for  which  appropriatlona  are  herdn  made, 
the  law  of  the  Vtth  of  FUnnary,  1799,  be  not  vio- 
lated in  any  <^fts  prarbkMH.'* 

The  amen^ent  was  rejected,  and 
The  bill  wdered  to  be  read  a  third  time  Uh 
momnr. 


&MrfA  3ta  E^ori^g  Eiptdi^m. 
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IS  BSNATE. 
TTbdnmdat,  April  11. 
JteUUioiu  with  Mexico. 

iSr,  Walebb  called  the  attention  of  the 
chainoan  of  the  Committee  ou  Foreign  Rela- 
tions (Mr.  BvoBAXAs)  to  the  state  of  onr  reda- 
tioQs  with  Mexico.  It  would  he  recollected,  he 
Btai,  that  thiB  anhjeot  was  recommended  to  the 
consideration  of  me  Senate  hj  a  Bpedal  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  ITi^ted  States 
on  the  7th  of  Fehnuur,  1887. 

This  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Illations ;  and  on  the  18th  Fehmar^ 
foUowing,  Mr.  Buobakah,  the  ch^rman  of  that 
ctmimittoe,  reported  the  following  resolution : 

Ii«»olv«d,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  opinion  irith 
the  President  of  the  Uuted  States,  tb^  another  de- 
mand to  be  made  for  the  redress  of  oar  grier- 
anoes  from  tiw  Mexican  Gorennnwit ;  the  mode  and 
manner  of  i^ch,  ttoder  the  84th  artide  trf  the 
traatj,  so  far  as  it  may  be  applicable,  are  propal; 
oonflded  to  Us  dIscretioB.  The;r  cannot  donbt,  from 
the  justice  d  our  claims,  that  this  demand  will  result 
in needj  redress;  but  should  the;  lie  disai^MMnted 
bk^reascmaUe  «qwctati<m,  a  state  of  tittngsiriU 
Aeo  hare  reeotred  i^kb  irill  make  it  the  imperatiTe 
dot/  of  Congress  promptly  to  conader  wbat  Airther 
measures  ma;  be  required  hj  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion and  the  lif^ts  <^  our  injured  fellow-dtlEais. 

On  the  fiTtii  <a  FebmarT',  1687,  tUa  rmAa- 
tion  vna  nnanfanoDdj  adcmted  Igr  tiie  Seu^ 
Kow  we  all  know  Iwtt  thu  demand  has  been 
again  made,  and  that  it  has  been  ineffectnal ; 
that  new  inanlts  and  l^jories  have  been  snper- 
added  hj  Mexico  nnoe  this  period;  tiiat  her 
departing  Minister  had  groraly  insulted  this 
Government  and  conntty,  and  bis  ocntdnot  had 
been  approved  by  Mexico ;  that  her  Secretary 
of  Foreign  Affairs  had  recentiy  published  a  re- 
port most  insolting  to  onr  national  honor ;  and 
to  close  the  long  list  of  Mexican  outrages,  her 
▼essds  of  war  had  recentij,  in  our  own  seas, 
fired  npon  an  American  steamboat,  carrTiDg 
the  Aznerioan  flag,  and  prosecnting  a  lawAU 
omomeroe  witii  a  neighboring  and  fr^iendly 
power.  This  VMael  Iiad  not  onlf  been  fired 
npon  and  an  attempt  made  to  oaptore  her,  bnt 
the  halls  had  Imen  nred  through  the  American 
flag,  88  if  in  deridon  of  the  idea  that  this  flag 
oonstitnted  any  protection  agtunat  Mexican  oo^ 
rages.  Hie  flag  d  oar  oonntry  had  ceased  thm 
to  DO  any  protection  to  the  American  citizen, 
in  our  own  vessels,  and  npon  onr  own  seas,  as 
indeed  the  name  of  an  American  had  long 
oeased  to  protect  our  citizens  within  the  limits 
of  Mexico.  Not  only  had  it  oeased  to  be  any 
protection  there,  bnt  it  constituted  an  invitation 
to  immlt,  imprisonment,  and  spoliations.  More 
than  a  year  had  dlafMed  ranoe  the  adoption  d 
the  resolntion  above  referred  to.  No  redress 
has  been,  it  is  clear,  none  will  be,  granted  by 
Hexleo ;  bnt  every  day's  delay  on  onr  part  on- 
^r  witnesses  new  outrages  and  new  insults. 
Four  months  and  npwsTds  had  now  elapsed 
.^00  the  oommenoement  of  this  aeaeion,  and  no 


report  had  been  made  by  the  Comnuttet  a 
Foreign  Belations,  and  no  hitimafi<m 
when,  if  ever,  any  repent  might  be  rapeeted. 

Mr.  BuoHANAK  (chidrman  of  the  Committn 
on  Foreign  Belations)  said  that  he  had  no  oli- 
jections  whatever  to  answer  the  !ntem^Dt7 
proponnded  by  tiie  Senator  from  Mississii^ 
The  Senator'  had  given  day  and  date,  and  cir- 
cnmstance,  and  all  connected  with  tiie  nsda- 
tion  which  the  committee  had  reported  at  tiie 
last  regular  session  of  Congress  on  the  snbjert 
of  onr  claims  against  Mexico,  evidently  for  Ibe 

Enrpose  of  showing  that  our  present  apMRot 
sUessness  was  inconsistent  with  onr  ictm 
energy.  This  was  not  the  case.  Ihere  TniD 
indispontion  on  the  part  ot  the  commitiN  tn 
make  a  report  on  this  subject  whoMTer  ii 
might  be  proper. ' 

The  committee  had  held  a  number  ot  v- 
formal  consultations  on  tiie  snl^fect,  and  bai 
oome  to  the  condnsion  that  it  was  proper  to 
await  the  action  of  the  House  of  Bepnaenti- 
tives.  The  next  step  we  take,  sud  iCr.  B.,  in 
regard  to  Mexico,  must  be  some  messnre  dul 
may  directiy  lead  to  war,  or  war  itself;  hccaiijs 
he  thoueht  every  honorable  means  of  eoDolii- 
tion  had  been  exhausted.  Now,  where  ought 
snch  a  measnre  to  be  introduced  I  We  ion, 
said  he,  examined  the  pablio  archives,  and  find 
that  tnm  the  orij^  of  the  Gororamenttottt 
present  day,  no  such  measnre  has  originated  ii 
the  Senate.  Coercive  measures  had  ahr^i 
migfaiated  with  tiie  immediate  r^neaeDlBtiTa 
of  the  people. 

He  had  made  it  his  bn^ness  to  inqnire  of  Die 
ohMnnan  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Kel^ 
tions,  of  the  Honse,  and  had  been  informed  \ij 
that  gentieman,  that  the  committee  Iiad  Has 
the  subject  under  their  most  serious  conaden- 
tion,  and  might  be  expected  to  come  to  sew 
concluwon  upon  it  within  a  few  days.  Tnd* 
these  ciroamstances,  the  committee  of  tbe  Sec- 
ate  were  of  opinion  that  they  onght,  at  tbevar 
least,  to  wait  a  reasonable  time,  for  thepnrwit  ; 
of  affordiog  the  popular  branch  of  the  | 
ture  an  opportnmhr  of  expreseing  tbtir  c^oi 

Mr.  Olat,  of  KentQd7,  fl>lt  it  doe  to  If-  | 
self,  as  a  member  of  the  Comndttee  on  Foratn  | 
Relations,  and  due  to  the  Senate  and  io  tw 
coojitry,  to  say,  that  while  there  was  itrong 
ground  of  complaint  against  Mexiiw,  if 
hwked  to  the  oorrespondence  that  bad  taka 
place  ou  this  subject  wo  would  find  that  * 
our  part  there  was  mach  cause  for  deep 
serious  regret.   "What  were  the  facts  in  ™ 
case  ?   A  Mr.  Greenhow,  a  clerk  in  one  of  w 

{)nbUo  offices,  was  despatched  to  Me^co  iriut 
arge  mass  of  documents,  contuning  the  dv0 
of  our  (utizens,  whlc^  were  to  be  examined 
reported  on  within  tea  di^i^  or  Jb.  Gnem^ 
was  to  retnm.  Now  those  at  all  acquauiUd 
with  the  manner  of  doing  ho^ess  in  the  poU'^ 
offices,  most  know  that  a  wonld  have  been 
possible  to  have  carefully  examined  them»» 
many  weeks.  The  Minister  for  Foreign  im* 
of  Mexloo  proceeded  to  take  np  tbess  do» 
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meuts,  and  examine  them  one  by  oao,  admitting 
the  justice  of  tome,  and  r^eoting  others ;  and 
while  these  matters  were  buU  in  pn^^ress,  eud- 
denlj  the  whole  subject  is  throwa  upon  Con- 
gress, the  President  telling  that  hotij  he  hod 
no  fbrther  negotiBtions  to  make  with  Mexico. 

"Whenever  a  clear  case  was  made  out,  he  (Mr. 
C.)  was  ready  to  enforce  on  Mexico  what  was 
dne  to  law  and  justice.  While  he  would  go 
thus  far,  he  could  not  help  saying,  and  all  who 
looked  to  the  correspondeDce  must  admit  the 
troth,  that  the  want  of  dignity  and  the  want 
of  temper  that  had  been  muilfested  by  persons 
connected  with  tdie  Government  in  relation  to 
tiiis  whole  m^ter,  was  greatly  to  be  deplored. 

Mr.  BnoHANAir  sud  that  onr  complaints 
against  Mexico  were  of  a  twofold  character, 
"nie  Oovemment  of  that  country  had  not  only 
refhsed  to  pa^  the  Just  claims  of  our  injured 
citizens,  but,  in  several  instances,  had  assailed 
our  national  honor  and  insulted  our  national 
flag.  For  assaults  and  injuries  of  this  de- 
scription, pecuniary  redress  had  never  been 
demanded,  and  coidd  never  be  accepted.  Ko 
niitable  explanation  oi  (brae  insults  bad 
ever  been  given,  and  no  aatidiution  had  ever 
been  rendered,  uthongh  oftm  demanded.  The 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  not 
touched  this  part  of  the  case.  A  gross  insult 
had  recently  been  offered  to  the  American  fla^^ 
of  a  character  reijuiring  the  most  prompt  and 
effectual  redress,  if  we  were  to  credit  the  state- 
ments published  in  the  New  Orleans  papers 
which  had  lately  reached  this  dty.  It  appeared 
that  a  steamboat,  under  the  American  flag,  pur- 
suing her  lawful  commerce  in  our  own  seas,  had 
been  repeatedly  fired  upon  and  brought  to  by 
two  Mexican  vessels  of  war. 

Mr.  Walesb  gave  notice  that,  if  no  report 
weve  made,  in  regard  to  our  rel^itms  with 
Kezico^  within  a  short  period,  dOier  In  the 
Senate  or  tiie  Hooae  of  BepresentatSves,  he 
would  move  a  resoludtm  to  test  the  sense  ot 
the  Senate  upon  this  subject . 


Tbdssdat,  April  12. 
Gradvationoftha  Price  o/the  Pvhlia  Zemdt. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  graduation  and  reduction 
of  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  HuBBAKD  moved  to  strike  out  the  follow- 
ing :  And  all  laiuts  which  shall  have  been  so 
o&red  for  fifteen  years,  shall  be  subject  to  en- 
try atone'dollor  per  acre  for  the  space  of  twelve 
months ;  and  after  that  time,  the  same  shall  be 
luljeot  to  entry  at  seventy-five  cents  per  acre, 
tor  the  qiaoe  twelve  months,  and  alter  that 
time  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  entry  at  fifty 
cents  per  acre.  The  efi'ect  of  which  is  to  leave 
the  minimum  at  one  dollar  per  acre  for  the 
space  of  one  year  for  lands  which  shall  have 
been  in  the  market  ten  years  prior  to  the  SOth 
September,  1838 ;  and  aiter  that  time  the  mini- 
mum b  to  be  76  cents  per  acre. 


[Ann,  1888. 

Mr.  TiPTOH  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prer^  If  it  did,  he  should  care  very  little 
about  the  bill,  as  the  State  in  which  he  Hred 
was  interested  in  the  providon  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out  more  than  any  other. 

Mr.  Hubbard  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  that  the  providon  which  he  wished  to 
have  stricken  out,  would  have  no  operative  ef- 
fect for  two  years. 

Mr.  Hubbasd's  motion  was  asreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bul,  Messrs.  Wausk  and  Bmroir  seveiv 
ally  addressed  the  Senate  In  its  &vor. 

Mr.  Tipton  offered  an  amendment,  prodding 
that  no  person  shall  enter  more  than  one  quar- 
ter section  of  land  onder  the  provinons  ox  this 
bill. 

Mr.  Walkib  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  '*  one  quarter  section," 
and  inserting  "  one  section ; "  by  inserting  as 
follows :  - 

ProvwM  That  no  one  shall  be  prohibited  from 
entering  any  quantity,  aa  heretofore,  of  lauds  embraced 
in  this  act,  at  the  price  of  one  dollar  and  a  quarter 
per  acre." 

The  amendment  as  amended,  was  decided  In 
the  affirmative — ^yeas  28,  nays  14. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fw 
tiiirdrea^ng — 

TcAS.— Hessra.  Allen,  Benton,  CUy  of  Alabama, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kii^,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Nicholas,  Nitea,  Norvell,  BoUnaon,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  IncUana,  llptDB,  Tntlbee,  Walker,  White, 
and  Young — 21. 

NAm-LHeesni  Bndianaa,  Oay  of  Eantocky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  MeKean,  Merrick,  FrsB' 
tffl^  FMattm,  Kvai,  Boane,  Bobbina,  SaUth  at  Ooft- 
neotieat,  Swift,  Wall,  and  WUUhm—14. 


HOVSB  OF  KBFBB6BNTATITZ8. 

Fbidat,  April  18. 
Trea»ury  KoUt. 
Mr.  Caubbeleno,  iVom  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  snpfdementary 
to  the  act  antiioriang  the  iasoing  of  I^easary 
notes. 

He  stated,  for  the  information  of  the  House, 
that  almost  the  whole  revenue  was  unaTailable, 
as  it  was  now  paid  in  the  Treasury  notes  au- 
thoriced  by  the  act  of  October  last.  As  the 
appropriation  bills  created  at  this  time  heavy 
drafts  upon  the  Treasury,  it  was  obviously 
neeeasary  to  antiiorize  the  Secretary  to  replace 
the  notes  so  pud  in  and  oanodled,  by  others  to 
on  eqnal  amount. 


IN  BEETATB. 
Fbidat,  April  18. 
Public  Lands. 
The  bill  providing  for  the  reduction  and  grad- 
uation of  the  price     the  public  lands^  was 
read  the  tUrd  time. 
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iVoMMM  to  Indiau,  md  a  BtUgaU  to  CoHgrtm. 


[SfinCoN. 


Mr.  Calbodv  safd,  as  tiie  VBl  wm  now  on  Its 
passage,  he  was  dearoas  of  statiag,  In  a  ftw 
words,  the  reasons  which  would  govern  him. 

The  bin  was  certainly  liable  bat  to  little  ob- 
jection as  to  the  details ;  bat  he  conld  not  give 
ft  his  rapport.  He  felt  satisfied  that  we  nad 
arrived  at  the  period,  when  one  of  two  coorses 
of  policjr  onght  to  be  pnrsaed  in  relation  to 
the  pnblio  lands — either  to  adhere  rigidly  to 
the  laws,  as  they  now  stand,  without  naming 
mj  material  change^  or  to  make  a  oesnon  m 
them  to  the  new  States  within  whose  limits 
they  are  respectively  sitnated,  on  terms  mata- 
ally  satisfactory.  It  cannot  be  disgnised,  that 
the  extent  oi  intereeta  involved  in  the  pablio 
domain  is  too  great,  and  the  parties  interested 
too  powerfol  ud  inflaential,  to  permit  the  laws 
which  regolate  and  dispose  of  the  pablio  lands 
to  be  the  sabject  of  freqnent  changes.  Nnmer- 
ona  and  popiuous  as  those  States  hare  now  be- 
c<Hne,  {eSt  which  he  r^oiced,)  it  was.imposdble 
to  prevent  ^is  mighty  stake  from  being  thrown 
into  the  party  stro^les  of  the  day,  and  from 
having  a  most  pemicions  efifoct  on  our  politics, 
so  long  OS  they  are  under  oar  control,  unless  we 
should  abst^  {^together  from  toudung  tliem, 
which  he  found  was  impossible. 
^  It  was  well  known  that,  under  this  impres- 
sion, he  was  in  favor  of  ceding  them  to  the 
States,  as  the  only  practicable  remedy  against 
the  e^  be  apprehended,  and  that  nnder  it  he 
had  introdooea  a  bill  to  cede  them.  He  hoped 
tiiat  the  Conmuttee  on  Pnblio  Lands  woold  call 
up  the  bill  at  an  early  day.  He  was  prepared 
to  give  it  his  best  aid ;  and  he  did  hope  it 
wonld  receive  the  sanction  of  tbe  Senate,  In 
the  mean  time,  he  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  vote  against  all  measures  whioh  provided  for 
any  material  change  In  the  land  laws,  as  ihey 
now  stood. 


HOUSS  or  REFBKBENTATITXB. 

Monday,  April  16. 
Tnai. 

Mr.  SanLiM  presented  the  following  Joint 

freamble  and  TMcdntlons  ftf  the  L^flslatnre  of 
'ennessee: 

Whereis  we  have  been  andons  and  attentive  ob- 
swvera  of  the  progrees  of  events  In  Tezss^  and  have 
not  been  unmoved  q>ectiton  of  lier  lale  gallant  and 
storions  straggle  for  freedom,  and  have  seen  that 
freedom  achieved  by  those  near  and  dear  to  us  by 
the  ties  of  kindred  and  common  ancestry;  and 
whereas  we  have  seen,  by  a  vote  of  the  peoirie  of 
that  R^bUe,  an  anxiOBs  deain  maidfteted  to  be- 
oome  dtisens  of  these  United  States ;  and  whereas 
we  believe  that  ibo  gallant  and  dtivalrous  bravety 
of  Texans  in  their  struggle  for  liberty  and  free  Gov- 
emment,  ia  an  assurance  of  their  worth,  and  saGB- 
dent  evidence  of  Uielr  qiulificaUon,  to  entitle  them 
to  brotheihood  and  citizensliip  with  ns ;  and  whereas, 
iiao,  we  believe  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
these  United  Statea  Is  a  eoDsnmination  devontty  to 
be  wished,  and  an  end  worthy  our  best  exertions  to 
attain,  if  it  can  be  dme  wlthoot  an  infraction  the 


kwof  iiatImM,  or  a  dqiaitiivs  ftom  flu  fdSej  m 
prindples  of  this  Ooverament : 

Now,  tberefote,  JU»olved  6y  the  Oentni  AuMi 
of  tkeStaUef  Tmn«m$^  That  we  dene  wMu- 
ioosly  diat  T«as  be  aeqoiitd  by  titese  Unllsd  SUk 
and,  . 

Aetotved,  That  our  SenatMS  and  Bepreaentaim 
In  Congress  be  inffnmed  of  our  dedre  to  aeqime  At 
teiritoty  of  Texas,  and  to  annex  it  to  dn  Cmitd 
States  by  treaty  or  purdiase,  and  at  nch  tiva 
they  may  deem  most  expedient 

Sewlved,  That  s  copy  at  tiiis  preamUe  tad  Iks 
pesohitions  be  forwarded  by  the  Gorernor  of  da 
State  to  our  Senattvs  and  RepresentmtivM  in  Go- 
gresB,  with  a  reqoest  that  they  lotrodace  then  (mb 
conddefatkm  of  both  branches  of  On^iren 
JOHX  COCKE, 

FERBT  a  CAHAL 

FSmd  Jan.  M,  1SS8. 


FmSAT,  April  27. 

Se1aHon§  with  JArwtf. 

The  following  Message  from  the  ?ns^ 
of  the  United  States,  received  yesterdif. « 
taken  up : 

7b  the  Houte  of  Remwniativee  of  the  UnMSt^ 
la  partial  cranpUanoe  irith  the  reaoMoatf* 
House  of  Representatives  of  tiie  Slst  nk.  v 
ftirther  infonnatton  on  the  relatiofis  betvKi  w 
United  Stites  and  tin  Ke^can  Republic,  I  tms^ 
areportfrom  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  i^i^ 

resolotitm  was  referred.   ^ 

(Signed)  M-TANBOEt 

WiBHnoxoir,  S6<A  April^  1688. 

[The  Message  was  aooompanied  by  a  ifp^ 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  a  mass  of  h*^ 
respondence.  The  report  set  forth  the  raafi 
why  the  whole  had  not  been  sent  in,  ml"' 
tially  that  all  that  was  most  material  v»  ftf- 
nished ;  that  the  whole  was  very  Tolnmuiw^ 
and  had  been  received  at  so  late  a P^u"^ 
there  has  been  insnfB(dent  time  Kr  tia» 
tion,  Ac]  ,  ,  _ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howard,  the 
referred  to  the  Conmiittee  on  Fore^ 


Fetoat,  April  2T. 
Proteatioii  <»  /ndians,  and  a  MegaU  uOit 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whur,  the  bill  to  pron* 
for  the  security  and  protection  the  emip^ 
and  other  Indians  west  of  the  Statesof  )u«^ 
and  Arkansas,  was  taken  np.  , ,  . ' 

Mr.  Nonnu  oliJected  to  that  ppt  of  the  f*; 
(the  8th  sMtiott)  which  provides  for  «ll<^ 
the  confederated  tribes  to  elect  a  deM* J 
represent  them  at  the  aeat  of  GovenuaejH^- 
Ing  the  sesMons  of  Congress ;  and  be  oJJ*^ 
particularly  to  the  reasons  assigned  in  twjr 
ambte  to  that  section  for  allowing  them  u  ^ 
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a  delegste,  as  the  Hune  arpimeDt  might  be  nsed 
hereafter  in  faror  of  a  negro  delegate.  He 
never  vished  to  see  the  iaj  ia  thia  country  in 
Thieh  an  Indian  or  a  negro  would  bave  a  Beat 
on  the  floor  of  either  Hooae  of  0<Hip«aa. 

Vr.  Linn  sidd  the  gentleman  from  tDohigan 
vaa  mistaken  in  supposing  that  It  was  intended 
that  the  Indian  delegate  should  have  a  seat  on 
the  floor  of  the  Hoose  of  Bepresentatirea.  The 
delegate  was  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment  daring  the  sessions  of  Coogress,  to  attend 
to  the  affairs  of  his  people  generally,  and  to 
gi\Q  such  information  to  Ooogress  as  wonld 
enable  it  to  be  better  aoqaainted  with  their  con- 
dition, and  to  legislate  with  more  certainty  and 
effect  with  regard  to  them.  One  of  the  objects 
of  the  hill  was  to  elevate  the  Indian  character, 
and  to  «ve  them  respect  for^  and  confidence  in, 
themselves;  and  the  most  c^totnal  wbj  of 
doing  80  would  he  to  give  them  the  inoentive 
of  hodioraUe  office ;  and  the  ocnnmittee  thought 
it  important  tiiat  suoh  inoentives  should  be  held 
out  to  the  ambitions  and  enterpri^ng  of  this 
people,  instead  of  the  ambition  they  now  have 
to  become  warlike  chiefs.  The  hill  was,  in  his 
optniw,  the  most  effectual  measure  that  eonid 
be  devised  .for  the  secnrity  of  the  States  of  Mis- 
souri afiA.  .Arkansas,  on  the  borders  of  which 
each  numbers  of  these  Indians  had  been  thrown, 
and  also  the  only  feasible  plan  of  saving  ihaae 
nufortnnatee  from  utter  detftmctioD.  They  had 
been  crowded  back  by  the  white  population 
until  they  could  go  oo  farther  west,  and  now 
was  the  accepted  time  for  the  philanthropist  to 
itep  forward  and  preserve  them. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  urged  the  Senate  to  proceed  at 
once  to  the  counderation  of  the  measure,  which 
£e  looked  upon  to  be  the  best  that  could  be 
devised,  not  only  for  the  protecUon  and  security 
of  the  frontier  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
but  of  the  Indians  themselves,  and  as  eminently 
calculated  to  elevate  and  improve  their  condi- 
tion. The  objects  embraced  in  this  bill  were 
not  new.  The  subject  had  been  before  Con- 
gress from  the  days  of  General  Washington  to 
the  present  time;  and  by  a  reference  to  the 

Jnbko  documents  it  would  be  seen  that  Mr. 
efffflw>n,  and  all  of  his  euoce88or&  had  viewed 
it  as  worthy  of  the  most  favorable  omtddera- 
tion  of  OtmnesB.  He  adverted  to  tia  two  able 
reports  made  on  -the  subject  by  Mr.  Monroe  and 
by  Mr.  Oalhocn,  and  said  that  the  subject  had 
been  discussed  until  it  would  seem  that  it  was 
not  only  familiar  to  every  member  of  Ckn^resH, 
but  to  the  whole  reading  portion  of  the  com- 
munity. If  this,  he  said,  were  not  enou^  the 
information  presented  during  this  sesi^Oii,  and 
the  aUe  speech  of  the  h«iorable  Senator  from 
Indiana,  (Mr.  Tirton,)  so  replete  with  informa- 
tion and  detul,  would  be  snffioient  to  call  the 
special  attention  of  every  Senator  to  the  snb- 
jeet. 

Mr.  NoBTNLL  mo^ed  bla  amendment  by 
striking  oat  the  ifforldon  for  a  ddegate  of  In- 
£an  deeoent  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  govem- 
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ment  during  the  sesnons  of  Congress,  and  to 
insert  agent  instead. 

The  otiject  was  to  allow  the  tribes  an  "  agent," 
instead  ra  a  "  delegatei"  as  in  flie  billf  and  to 
leave  the  eompenaation  to  be  settled  hereafter. 

ySr.  Wmn  aaid  that,  provided  he  conld  get 
the  beneflt  of  having  an  agent  to  be  sent  here 
by  tMs  confederation,  he  did  not  care  about  the 
name  tibat  was  to  be  pven  him. 

Mr.  NoBVBix's  amendment  was  r^ected. 

Teas. — Hemn.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bnchinan, 
Calhonn,  Clay  of  Aldt>uitt,  Hobbant,  Horrk^ 
miea,  N<HTeU,  Fierce,  Smith  of  Conneiitfeat,  Trotter, 
Wright,  and  Young— 16. 

Nats. — Heflflts.  Clay  of  Eentudiy,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Cutbbcrt,  Daris,  Fulton,  Linn,  Lumtddn, 
Lyon,  Ifouton,  Nicholas,  Prentiaa,  Preston,  lUves, 
Boane,  Bobinson,  Boggles,  Sevier,  &nith  of  Lidiaiia, 
fi^tenoe,  Sirift  llptoiCwUte,  and  WHllame-^ 


MoNDAT,  April  80. 
Protection  to  Indiang. 
The  Senate  resumed  tte  oondderation  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  security  and  protection 
of  the  emigrant  and  other  Indiana  west  of  the 
States  of  Missoori  and  Arkansas. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fbr  a 
third  reading. 

Ykab.— XeBBTS.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cothber^  Davis,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbud,  King,  Knif^  Unn,  Lunnridn, 
Lyon,  Henkk,  Koiris,  Xontmi,  Nicholas,  Pierce, 
Preston,  Bives,  Boane,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Bouthard, 
8 pence.  Swift,  Tsllmadge,  Ti^on,  Trotter,  W&H, 
White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 88. 

Nats. — ^Messrs,  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoan, 
Nil«,a&dNorreU— e. 


BOtTSE  OF  KSPKBBENTATIVXS. 

TusBDAT,  May  1, 
OondUionqf  theT^eanHy. 

Mr.  OAMBBEtsNo  tvesMited  tiie  fi^wiiig 
oommunioatioD  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury: 

TaKABURT  DKPAsnfznT,  ^ij>^  80,  1888. 
I  transmit  for  the  information  of^tbe  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Xeans,  the  endosed  statement,  muked 
A,  showing  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  on  this 
day,  as  to  Its  available  resoarces. 

I  remain,  veiy  reqiectftally. 

Your  obedieot  servant, 

LBVI  WOODBUET, 
Secretaiy  of  tlie  Treasmy. 
The  Hon.  C.  C.  Cahbsilxiiq, 
a  0.        and  Meana^  Honaa  oi  Bq^ 

A 

Amount  of  Tihsbiiij  Notes  issued  up  to  ApA  S6th, 
iadosiTe^  par  Trtaancer's  state- 
ment  (9,428,969  81 

Wm  probably  be  iMoed  80th  April       135,000  00 


9,6S8,969  81 
$10,000,000  00 


OomStim  <(ftkt  Trmmrj/. 
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DmA        Him.  Jboft  UmlMt. 


Kottamedm  thebtof  lUr.'SS, 
•boot  1141,010  69 

Treasury  Notea  leoeiTod  for  duties,  lands,  and  ia 
payment  ttf  debts  doe  to  the  United  Stages,  per 
returns  received  at  this  office  to  the  80th  Ai»t], 
'88,  about        ...       -    m,l50  000  00 

Other  fottda  available  and  sulyect  to  draft,  {deduct- 
hig  $100,000  in  the  Hint,  and  (690,000  Treasury 
Amds,)  about  (lesa  than)   ■      -      t&00,000  00 


TSIISSD1.T,  l&tj  8. 

Mmagejhm  the  Prendent—7%8  Hexiioan  Brig 

6f  Wiarlturbidt,  andanAiiuriean  Steamboat. 

The  SPEA.EBB  laid  before  tho  Honse  the  fol- 
lowiog  Message  from  the  President : 

7b  M«  ffoute  of  JRmretentaiivet  of  the  United  Statet : 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  toaasmitted 
hj  me  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatirea,  in  compU- 
ance  with  their  resolution  of  the  16th  ult  restectl 
aa  attack  allied  to  bam  been  made  by  a  ICezicaQ 
armed  Teasel  upon  an  American  steamboat,  having 
stated  that  no  information  on  the  sut^ect  had  at  that 
time  leAched  the  DeparUnent,  I  now  transmit  anoAer 
report  from  the  same  ofBcer,  commnnicating  a  copy 
of  a  note  from  the  Mexican  If  inister,  irith  an  accom- 
panyine  document,  in  reference  to  the  act  dUuded  to, 
wUdi  have  been  leedved  at  the  Z)efiarbnent  shice 
the  date  of  the  former  report. 

X.  VANBCBEK. 

Wmnrarm,  ad  JAqt^  1688. 
TbA  fbUowing  are  the  papers  transmitted : 
Mr.  Martinet  to  Mr.  Fortytk. 

HXXIOAM  LXOATIOR. 

New  Orieana,  April  20,  1888. 
Sib  :  Whilst  the  notices  of  an  insult  pretended  to 
have  been  committed  against  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  hi  the  waters  of  Texas,  by  the  Mexican  btig 
of  war  Itnibide,  were  confined  to  the  public  new»- 
Mwn,  and  I  bad  do  docomenta  1^  maans  of  wUdi 
I  coild  repel  tUa  calumny,  I  absbdned  from  ad- 
dreadng  you  on  the  autgect  But  as,  according  to 
the  p^>er8,  the  attention  of  the  honorable  chamber 
orScuators  of  the  Congress  of  the  Union  tus  been 
directed  towards  the  duuges  published  against  Hez- 
'  by  the  passeogen  of  the  steamboat  Columbia^ 
i  I UB  in  ponsesMMt'of  an  oGBoial  statement  from 
the  commander  of  the  said  brig  relating  to  the  ooeur- 
renoe  with  the  sidd  boat,  I  have  the  honor  to  aend 
you,  air,  the  annexed  eztnot  from  that  document, 
with  the  hope  that  you  will  submit  It  to  the  notice 
of  his  exo^ency  the  Prerident  The  ouptaia  of  the 
Columbia,  and  not  the  captain  of  the  Iturbide,  as 
will  be  bve  seen,  provoked  the  attack  to  which  this 
note  refers,  and  Uie  former  should,  therefore,  be  re- 
qxm^e  for  the  result,  whatever  it  may  be. 

Ta  the  Commandant  OeMraX  of  the  Mexican  tgyad- 
ron: 

Bua  Inmnmi,  under  soil,  in  latitude  29°  6',  lot^ 
gltude  88°  48',  west  of  Qadia,  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  this  day,  Handi  21,  1888. 
At  tiie  momad  wbtti  you,  rfr,  amMmnoed,  by  your 
tignals,  that  you  saw  saDs-  fai  the  duM  quarter,  I 
made  oat  the  vessd  to  be  a  steamboat,  coming  from 
the  north,  and  I  discovered  that  she  was  not  tiie  same 
to  wfaioh  we  had  given  dtase  ttus  momfa^  and  wUidi , 


waa  appaientty  on  lierwaytoBnH>in,n  Wibiit 
has  two  dumneTS,  and  the  other  only  one.  Aiaeoi 
as  yon  gave  the  ngnal  for  cbaae  with  all  qieed,  al 
without  our  do^g,  (<tr  mifjeeion  &  fmaeioit,)  I , 
endeavored  by  a  press  of  sul  to  i^t  her  off;  etetriH 
south-east,  dearing  away  to  be  ready  for  acdm,  m 
taking  the  other  precantitHis ;  but  on  ueii^  Ikkiii 
vaa  bearing  down  on  my  aiathoard  bote,  I  ordendd 
my  men  to  take  their  proper  fire  and  euttiv  uk, 
to  be  ready  for  an  attempt  to  board.  Wmie  n 
were  thus  sdling  toward  eadh  othn,  as  jn  or, 
our  distance  was  necessarily  becoming  )e9s,aDd» 
iiu;  that  her  ^bem  flag  was  that  of  the  United  SWe, 
I  ncrfsted  mine  with  a  pendant,  and  fiied  a  gim 
o%U  balL  leiewedi^  myma^uailui  onhTtkdik 
tkoMUophMrengiM  firm$  toexmint  Mtr-.ht 
this  WIS  not  done;  and  as,  on  the  oootiay,  ht 
movement*  towtardenu  iBereiierynapieimit,l<aM 
another  gun  to  be  fired,  with  ball,  tn  a  dinetiM  ittj 
wide  of  toe  eteamboat,  vJiieh  uxu  done  at  a  Mtia  k 
her  to  stop.  Instead  of  doing  so,  however,  ^  eia- 
tinued  ou  her  course,  at  if  with  a  viea  tif  gOoj 
pa»i  me  to  the  leeward.  When  I  gotwitlmtBpabf 
mstance,  I  hailed  her  three  timet  with  a  tninipet,aH 
die  did  not  deign  to  give  any  reply  ia  dtbtrdL 
On  the  fourth  call,  an  intHvidiul  answered,  htb^ 
me  with  <Au»e,  and  telling  me  if  I  wanted  to  mka 
papers,  lehoild  earn  on  boar^kie  boat,  iS  Aa 
was  spoken  without  the  speaking  trumpet;  tsi  ^ 
thou^  As  wu  ealied  on  to  atoo,  bi  mat^  ^ 
papers  and  hia  boat  dMold  be  vS^ed,  he  «M(<| 
ao,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  ctmtinMd  toiaiiliq 
politieal  intignia  by  the  groeaett  obeeenitmwdimr 
gmgt. 

In  consequence  of  tlie  {ffoceedings,  I  fired  i" 
cannon  and  three  muskets,  not  aimed  at  On  AW. 
tta  the  purpose  of  intimidating  her,  that  ibe  Ml 
do  as  required.  She,  however,  took  no  notieetfii. 
but  continued  on  her  way,  lettiiK  off  la  M 
whidi  was  very  Idrii,  bo  near  me,  that  the  ttesl 
some  wum  water  fcfl  on  board  of  my  veasd 
•  "Godand  Idbet^r 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  OuBHuto,  refored  to  ft> 
Oommittee  on  Fortign  Afihb^ 


TmsDAT,  May  8. 
Deaik  nf  tAo  .Son,  Jwib  Zawbr. 
Mr.  Lton,  of  Alabama,  addraned  fiie  Hoo»: 
Mr.  Bpbaexb:  I  have  the  inel«iol»dydi>^^ 
perform  of  annouDcing  to  this  House  the  hm 
of  one  of  its  membws. 

Hy  friend  and  colleagne,  the  Hon.  Jou  U*' 
LKB,  expired  this  morning  at  his  lod^ogs  in 
city,  after  a  brief  and  painful  iliness,  wbieh  lu 
bore  with  nansoal  fortitude  and  re^dgnatitai- 

Less  than  a  week  ago,  and  he  vaa  present  a 
his  plaoe  in  tMs  hall,  in  the  performante  of  be 
part  in  the  laborious  dnly  aasigned  by  the  pN^ 
pie  to  their  representativeB.  He  wa^  T^'''^ 
prime  of  life,  and  haa  been  ont  off  in  the  dib 
of  Ms  aeefalneaa. 

By  his  deaOi.  hia  immediate  eoiutitoentiaj 
his  State  have  lost  an  attentive,  intdligent,  in 
faithfU  repreaentaaTe;  hia  tenily  ba^J^ 
deprived  of  a  hnsband  and  father ;  and  »»? 
has  lost  a  member,  whose  ooodDOt,  in  evOT 
relation  of  lifiB,  was  worthy  of  all  imitatioB. 
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The  deoMMd  eajojwl  the  ocwfidcnee  and 
teem  of  those  who  knew  him  well,  to  an  extent 
which  Dotliing  bat  a  coarse  of  life  the  meet 
exemplarr,  and  a  'character  the  most  irre- 
proacbahie,  conld  have  secured. 

In  his  State  he  had  filled  several  offices  of 
mnch  importance,  and  under  tlio  Qeneral  Qov- 
emment  be  held  for  several  years  a  trust  of 
^reat  responsibility.  In  all  his  official  conduct 
m  the  variooB  public  stations  held  by  him^  he 
acquired  a  high  character  for  iategrity  and  ca- 
paaty,  which  no  act  ftf  his  life  fonetCed  or  im- 
paired. 

Bia  oondnct  as  a  member  <tf  this  Hooae  has 
bem  in  oharaeter  with  his  whole  life.  While 
he  was  firm  and  unwavering  in  the  discharge 
of  what  he  considered  his  duty  as  a  Represent- 
ative, he  was  mild  and  unobtrusive  in  his  de- 
portment, and  respectful  towards  his  associates. 
He  had  lived  the  life  of  a  Christian,  and  died 
without  apprehendon  as  to  the  futnre. 

To  testify  our  regret  for  his  loss,  and  respect 
for  his  memwy,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Jtetolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
House  will  attend  the  funeral  of  Joab  Liwua, 
decessed,  late  a  member  of  this  Hoose  fh>ra  the 
State  of  Alabama,  to4Di»row,  at  13  o^oloek  me- 
ridian. 

Hetolvtd,  That  a  eomadtteebe  amolntod  to  take 
order  for  BuperintawUng  the  fiueral  of  Joab  Law- 
Lsa,  deceased. 

Retolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
House  will  testiQr  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Joab  Lawlbk,  by  wearing  empe  on  their  left  um 
for  thirty  dan. 

lUtolttd,  That  when  this  House  adjonms  toniay, 
it  will  a<Uoani  to  meet  to^norroT,  at  IS  o'clock 
meridian. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  notU^  that  bod;  of  the  death  of  Joab  LAWtaa, 
late  4  RiBpresentatlTe  from  the  Bute  of  Alabama, 
and  diat  his  flmeral  wlU  take  lAue  to-morrow,  at 
la  o'clock,  from  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Bepfe- 
■entaUves. 

The  resolutions  -were  xmanimoualy  agreed  to. 


nr  BSNATB. 
TcBBDAT,  Kay  8. 
Dea^  of  Bon.  Joab  LaieUr. 

Mr.  Kino  addressed  the  Senate :  Mr.  Prui- 
dknt:  Another ofthemembersofthisOongress 
has  passed  from  time  to  eternity.  This  unex- 
pected event  is  well  oaloolated  to  prodooe  the 
most  serious  reflections.  "  Be  ye  also  ready," 
should  be  impressed  npon  every  heart  The 
H<m.  Joab  Lawm,  a  Boproaontotive  from  the 
State  of  Alabama,  biMtbed  Us  last  at  his  board- 
ii^hOQae  la  tiila  dly,  aboat  9  o*elo(&  this  mora- 
Ing.  His  flieknen  was  trf  ahOTt  dmration ;  bat 
a  life  devoted  to  piety  and  virtne  enaUed  him 
to  look  with  calm  and  Christian  resignatiop  on 
t^e  dread  change  that  awaited  him. 

Mr.  Lawuk  was  of  homble  origin.  He  was 
d«aUtate  of  the  adnntagfls  of «  ubenl  ecbicar 
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tioo ;  bofc  a  TtowwH  intelleet,  combined  with 
sterling  integrity,  early  reoommendod  him  to 
the  favorable  notice  of  his  feilow-<atizens,  and 
they  placed  him  in  the  L^slatnre  of  his  State. 
For  years  be  continued  to  dischai^  his  duties 
in  that  situation  in  a  manner  so  creditable  to 
himself,  so  satisfactory  to  those  he  represented, 
that  they  demanded  his  services  in  a  more  ex- 
alted station.  He  yielded  to  their  wishes,  uid 
twice  has  he  been  chosen  to  represent  their 
interests  iu  the  Congress  of  the  United  StatetL 
Mr.  Preudent,  his  mortal  career  has  dosed, 
Hia  oouQtrr  has  lort  the  serrioOB  of  one  (tf 
most  virtnoos  dtimns;  his  bereaved  wife  an 
affeotionate  husl^nd ;  and  his  orphan  children 
the  fostering  care  and  protection  of  an  indulgent 
father.  To  that  desolate,  heart-rtricken  family, 
I  would  say,  "  mourn  not  as  one  without  hope." 
The  husband — the  father — was  a  Christian.  He 
died,  as  the  Christian  dieth,  in  the  full  hope  of 
a  blessed  immortality.  Keep,  then,  before  yonr 
eyes  the  purity  and  holiness  of  his  life :  live  as 
he  lived,  and  yoo  may  go  to  him ;  to  yon  he 
can  never  return. 

Mr.  K.  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Retolved,  That  the  Senate  iriU  attend  the  funeral 
of  the  honorable  Joab  Lawlxo,  deceased,  which 
will  t^e  place  from  the  Hall  of  the  House  of 
Beimaentatives ;  and,  as  an  addidonal  maik  of 
respect  fw  the  memory  <tf  the  deceased,  the  mem- 
bera  of  that  body  will  go  bito  the  tumal  mourning 
by  wearing  crape  on  tlw  left  arm  fer  thirty  days. 


HOUSE  OF  BEFBBSBNTATIVEa. 

T^DBSDAT,  May  10.  ' 

Menagofrom  tM  jprtdient — Tvoenty-eight 
liomiAl)MOtitvUkBanl»yandF0em2Bl- 
lim*  dw/rom  IniioiduaU^  aad  tko  Trwmtry 
tn  Danger  ^  Stopping  Faffment. 

The  following  Message  was  recdred  from  iha 

President: 

7b  the  Senate  and  Houtt  of  ReprtuiUaHve*  : 

I  Bobmit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  a 
statement  prepared  bv  the  Secretary  of  the  TreaB- 
nry,  by  which  it  appean  that  the  United  States, 
with  over  twentyMifght  millions  in  deposit  with 
the  States,  and  over  fifteen  millions  doe  from  indl- 
vidoals  and  banks,  are,  ftom  the  ritnatioo  in  which 
those  funds  are  i^aced,  fn  immediate  danger  of  be* 
ing  rendered  unable  to  disoharge,  with  good  CUth 
and  prompatude,  the  vaikms  pisconlary  AUgittona 
of  the  Qovemment. 

Hie  oeeorrenee  of  this  result  has  for  some  time 
been  aiqirehMided,  and  eSorta  made  to  avert  it. 
As  the  principal  ^Bcolty  arises  from  a  prohibition 
In  the  present  law  to  reiaooe  such  Treastuy  notes  u 
ndght  be  paid  In  before  they  fatt  due,  and  may  be 
effectnally  obviated  by  e^viw  the  Treasury  duriog 
the  wbcOe  year  the  ben^t  of  the  ftill  amoant  orig- 
bially  aothoriied ;  the  remedy  would  Bean  to  be 
obriooB  and  easy. 

The  sniooB  embarrassments  Ukely  to  arise  from 
a  longer  eontlnuance  of  the  present  state  of  things, 
htdnoeeme  respeotfiUy  to  inrile  the  eariisBt  aotkm 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


1 


M6 


Mat,  1888.] 


of  CongroM  to  the  mbjeet  «Uali  maj  b«  cooalatMit 
to  •  dm  Kgud  for  otner  pvUio  intoccita. 

11.  TAK  BUBEN. 

Mr.  O&UBBBLKNa  remarked,  that  two  or  three 
days  ago,  he  made  a  moUon  on  the  subieot  re- 
ferred to  in  tbese  docnmeats,  but  which  failed 
from  its  requiring  a  roajoritj  of  two-tiiirds.  He 
aboald  not,  at  this  moment^  renew  the  motion, 
but  be  gave  notice  that  be  ahoold  do  ao  in  the 
coarse  o£  the  daj,  unless  the  privileged  qaes- 
tion  (the  dating  report)  was  soouer  disposed 
crif.  He  UienmoTeid  to  refer  the  foregoing  pwers 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
UnioDf  and  that  thej  be  printed ;  agreed  to. 


FBIDA.T,  May  11. 

•  TreatuTy  IToUt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambbbliso,  the  oommit- 
tee  took  np  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act 
^>proTed  the  twelfth  day  of  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-seveiL  "to  authorise  the 
iisning  of  Treasary  notes.*' 

Mr.  CAHBBBLBira  congratulated  the  commit- 
tee on  the  resumption  of  its  labors  after  so  long 
an  Intwral.  The  delay  was  unfortunate.  It 
luidbeai  not  rally  embarrasung  to  the  Treasnry, 
bat  highly  iijnrioiu  to  the  pablic  creditors,  and 
to  all  in  any  manner  connected  with  the  pablic 
■ervioe.  It  is  an  extraordinary  occurrence,  that 
a  Government,  whose  aotoal  resources,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  annual  receipts  and  expenditures, 
were  more  ample  than  those  of  any  other  Gov- 
ernment, should,  by  mere  del^  in  legislation, 
be  nnable  to  discfaaige  ita  obligations  for  cur- 
rent expenditures. 

All  that  the  Treasary  reqnires  is  the  full  ben- 
efit of  the  act  of  the  12th  October,  as  is  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  nnder  consideration.  That 
act  authorized  an  issoeof  ten  milUons  of  Treaa- 
iiry  notes,  redeemaUe  tn  twelve  moatha  from 
the  date  when  isaacd,  for  the  ponwae  of  en- 
abling the  Government  to  collect,  fn  the  mean 
time,  an  equal  amount  which  was  receivable  in 
188S  from  our  banks  and  merchants.  Had  these 
Treasary  notes  been  redeemed  after  the  expira- 
tion of  ti)e  twelve  montiis,  that  is,  between  Oc- 
tober 1838,  and  June  1839,  the  Treasary  would 
have  been  able  to  meet  all  its  engagements 
without  any  other  flnonoial  measure. 

We  have  heard  moch  here  and  elsewhere 
about  a  bankrupt  Treasury,  loans  and  a  public 
debt  Booh  statements  and  anticipations  are 
without  foundation.  Were  it  otherwise,  I  trust 
the  bankruptcy  of  our  Treasury,  uid  the  pros- 
pect of  a  pobUc  debt,  would  not  be  Bubjects  of 
r^oioing.  The  country  was  in  the  midst  of  a 
commercial  revnlsUm,  and  Oongress  assembled 
for  the  purpose  of  exweising  all  its  cimstita- 
tional  powers,  through  its  miancial  meaaurea, 
to  rdteve  trade  as  far  as  it  was  practicable. 
IHiere  was  no  bankrnptoy  of  the  Treasury.  The 
resource*  of  the  Government  were  ample,  but 
the  pnUU)  creditMi  wen  imable  to  meet  their 


engagements^  We  had  extoided  the  endit  to 
the  Bank  ot  the  United  States  to  one,  two,  ul 
three  years,  and  were  about  to  postpone  tlie 
payment  ot  our  custom-house  bonds  to  tveln 
and  fifteen  months,  and  the  debt  of  the  depoeii 
banks  still  longer.  Thus  twenty  milliiHia  d 
dollan  of  the  revenae  of  1887,  and  prerion 
years,  were  postponed  to  1888,  '39,  and^40.  To 
grant  tliis  indulgence,  it  was  necessary  to  nuke 
a  temporary  use  of  our  credit  for  ooe-tulf  tlie 
amotmt  of  oar  existing  resooroes.  8ach  vu 
the  ori^n  of  the  Treasary  note  act  of  October. 

The  present  embarrassment  oi  the  TreisQij 
does  not  arise  from  any  defldency  of  remrm 
but  from  the  mode  of  executing  the  actrfOo- 
tuber.  The  rat»  irf  interest  on  tiie  notH  *a 
discretionary  with  the  President,  not  excee&f 
six  per  cent  per  annum.  Had  he  directed  km 
to  be  issued  under  six  per  cent,  most  of  thes 
would  have  been  taken  up  by  capitalists  or  n- 
mitted  abroad,  the  Treasury  would  hare  \m 
protected,  and  no  supplementary  act  would  bin 
oeen  newwsary.  Bat  there  existed  a  6ii^em« 
of  specie  pigments,  a  derangement  of  exchinge^ 
and  severe  commercial  embarrassuieDt.  IV 
immediate  interest  of  the  Treasury  wu  deeoed 
sabordinate  to  the  general  interests  of  tkom* 
try.  These  interests  were  consulted  l^  ta- 
nishing  the  putdio  debtors  with  an  addnnil 
medium  ot  pMment,  and  difibrent  seetim  « 
the  Union  with  fbtolitka  of  exdiange; 
two  millions  were  issued  at  a  nominal  me  a 
interest,  nearly  three  at  tw^  per  cent,  asd  onr 
four  miUions  at  five  per  cent  They  were  t» 
seauentiy  paid  into  the  Treasury  nine  moiw 
bttoreth^  were  due;  and  this  is  the  (»^« 
its  temporary  embarrassment. 


Wbdxbbdxt,  Higr  16. 
T^vautrp  Jf0tet. 

On  motiim  of  Mr.  OuiBBKusat  ths  Eon 
took  np  the  "bill  to  carry  into  effect  sa  act ^ 
proved  the  13th  of  October,  1887,  to  aotbintt 
the  isBufaig  of  IVeasnry  notes,^  reported  1» 
evuiing,  from  the  Committee  of  the  WIhwOB 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HovnLUT  inquired  whether  it  wv  ni- 
tcnded  by  this  bill,  that  the  Treasmy 
issued,  and  paid  back  Into  the  Treasary,  mm 
be  canodled  as  they  came  in  t  And 
power  to  issue  expire  on  the  81st  of  DecemM^ 
1888,  as  in  the  act  of  the  12th  of  October! 

Ux.  Oambbblbko  explained  tha^  as  the  Ufi 
ori^nally  stood,  according  to  his  constrtKa* 
oSitf  it  carried  with  it  all  the  proviaoii>«i|^ 
act;  bnt  some  doabts  having  been  e^P^ 
by  various  gentiemeo,  to  obvate  tb«B^  new 
extended  the  daaae  by  huerting  the  wok^ 
"snUect  to  all  the  omditioD^  Umitation^  wo 
restnotions"  of  that  act  GooseqoeDtly, 
biU  would  expire  at  the  time  Indicated  uw 
antecedent  one. 

Mr.  HovTMUr  admitted  that  he  had  not  P*» 
Btriot  attention  to  the  amendment  at  the  tun* 
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It  was  offered.  He  expressed  his  diesent  from 
the  mode  of  relief  proposed.  Treasnrr  notes 
were  ol^ectionable,  oecsase  thej  were  utipro- 
ductire,  and  alwajs  would  be  d^reeiated; 
and  qaoted,  in  proof  of  this,  the  temmonr  of 
llr.  Gallatin.  He  adverted  to  the  free  banking 
scheme,  which  was,  as  yet,  an  untried  experi- 
ment, and  stated  his  objections  to  some  m  its 
featnres.  In  reference  to  ahj  mode  of  relief, 
he  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  a  direct  loan. 

Mr.  Wise  said  it  was  extraordinary  that  the 
financiers  of  the  GoTemment  shoold  say  that 
they  had  abundant  means,  and  yet  should  be 
compelled  to  use  their  credit  to  rwse  money^ ; 
and  he  made  statements  to  show  that  the  dis- 
tress and  embarrassment  which  had  fallea  upon 
the  Government  and  the  merchants,  had'  also 
reached  the  mass  of  the  oommnnitr,  and  was 
moat  oppresaiTe  in  the  Tolley  of  the  Misrisrippi. 
When  the  fesne  of  Tnasarj  notes  was  first  pro- 
posed, the  same  story  of  abandant  means  and 
temporary  expedients  was  held  oat,  and  it  was 
said  that  time  was  wanted  for  the  merchants  to 
pay  their  bonds,  for  the  deposit  banks  to  pay 
what  they  owed,  and  the  issue  of  Treasni? 
notes  would  accomplish  all  that  was  desired. 
A-11  this  had  been  granted,  and  now,  in  the  same 
way,  more  time  was  asked,  and  the  iBsuing  of 
more  Treasury  notes.  He  referred  to  the  ob- 
jection that  there  was  not  time  to  n^tiate  a 
loan,  and  said  he  thought,  though  he  was  not 
authorized  to  say  so,  that  Nicholas  Biddle 
would  take  the  loan,  and  pay  the  ten  millions 
in  specie.  That  mcmstev,  he  said,  had  witb- 
stood  the  eolossal  wiwer  of  the  Goremmmit 
when  it  was  oolossu ;  and  had  maintained  tlte 
credit  of  Ms  bank  at  home  and  abroad ;  and 
now  that  the  Qovemment  was  weak,  and  was 
brought  into  contempt  everywhere,  Nicholas 
Biddl  fe  was  able  to  loan  the  ten  millions  which 
the  Government  required  to  sustain  their  fiscal 
operations. 

He  compared  the  present  issue  with  that  of 
continent^  money  under  the  Confederation, 
and  called^this  the  least  valuable  promise,  be- 
cause it  was  not  prtBtenti,  but  prmmti  tolvtn- 
dvm  in/tttoro;  and,  after  describing  a  note  of 
the  old  emisdon,  he  showed  and  desCTibed  a 
eaiioatnre  of  the  Treasnry  notes,  and  inforred 
that  the  people  held  such  expedients  of 
Government  in  derision.  He  woald  aid  the 
Government  with  all  needftil  funds,  hut  he  pre- 
ferred the  direct,  open  manner  of  a  loan. 
,  Ur.  Btnum  replied  to  some  of  the  attacks 
made  upon  the  Administration,  and  contended 
that  the  proposed  mode  of  obtaining  i^nds  was 
adopted  m  order  to  prevent  a  pressure  upon 
the  merchants,  who  had  asked  for  extension, 
and  to  prevent  a  sudden  and  oppressive  call 
upon  the  States  for  the  moneys  deposited  with 
them.  It  was  a  measure  intended  to  aid  and 
Thieve  the  country.  Since  the  light  ot  knowl- 
edge had  burst  upon  the  world,  and  tlie  wicked- 
ness of  the  mlws  had  been  exposed,  there  was 
Kttl^  danger  that  the  people  oonld  be  long 
enslaved;  md  it  waa  In  oMueqiMDee  of  t2» 
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enlightened  otmditiMi  itf  the  that  the 
dominanoe  the  bank  had  been  naiBted  and 
crushed. 

Ur.  Gabukd,  of  LoiUsiana,  commmted  upon 
the  extraordinuy  character  of  the  Fresidcmt's 
Ueasage,  and  the  oonunnnicallon  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  T^easnty,  and  oontlnoed  at  lengUi 
an  investigation  of  varions  qnestions  oooneoted 
with  the  state  of  the  currency,  insisting  that  a 
lodn  was  preferable  to  the  issue  of  Tnaaary 
notes,  and  that  a  loan  could  be  readily  and 
speedily  negotiated  tu  this  ooontir;  and  de- 
i^nding  the  conduct  of  the  United  Stktes  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  purchase  of  cotton,  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  bonthem  planters,  and 
paying  the  foreign  debt  of  the  ooantry.  He 
maintained  that  it  was  better  to  resort  to  a  loan 
in  Europe,  ratiier  than  to  tiiis  measure,  and 
supported  that  ground  by  r^renoe  to  the  prao- 
tioe  (tf  the  OoTCminent  in  past  times,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  times  of  Vasbington,  Jefljaison, 
and  Madison,  who  had  all  bemln  fovor  t^that 
mode  of  obtf^ning  necessary  supplies. 

Mr.  CusBHAjT  remarked  that  the  subject  had 
been  fully  discussed,  and  the  hour  was  late,  so 
he  moved  the  previous  qnestioo,  which  oaU  was 
sustained,  and  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr,  Gbxhcskll  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon,  which  was  the  engrossment  of  tite  bill ; 
and  they  ver^— 

TxAS. — ^Uessrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Be&tty,  Beime,  Bicknell,  ^rdsall.  Boon,  Brodhead, 
BroDSOQ,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  John  Campbell,  Casey, 
Chapmen,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Ccnmor,  Ctdg,  Crary, 
Cuahmsn,  Davee,  DeOraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Ed- 
wards, Elmore,  Farrington,  Fwraeld,  Foster,  Fry,  ^ 
Gallup,  James  Gmrland,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley, 
Indian),  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nat 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Eeim,  Kemble,  Gilmore, 
Klii^Dsnuth,  L^are,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Loomis,  James  U.  Ibson,  XarUn,  VcKay,  Bobert 
UcOdlan,  Abraham  HeCldlan,  Hc<3ure,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Uorgan,  Hurray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Par- 
ker, Parmenter,  Pennybadter,  Petrikin,  Phelpa/Rck- 
ens.  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Bariden,  Beily,  Rhett, 
iUcbardaon,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Sieplor,  Snyder,  Spea- 
ccr,  Steoart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titos,  Toacey,  Tnraey, 
Vail,  Wagner,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthingtos,  and  Tdl 
—106. 

Nats.— HessrsL  Adams,  Alexander,  Hemin  ABtss, 

John  W.  AUen,  Aycrigg,  BeU,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bat- 
den,  Brins,  William  R  Calhoun,  J(dm  Calhom^ 
William  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Ouunbers,  Cheatham, 
GhUds,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cnx^tt, 
Curtis,  Gushing,  Dariington,  Daviea,  Deberry,  Dennis^ 
Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Bicbard  Fletdter, 
Fillmore,  Bice  Gaiiand,  Goode,  James  Graham,  Wil- 
liam Graham,  Graves,  Grenncll,  Halstead,  Harian, 
Harper,  Haati^s,  Henry,  Herod,  Hofftnan,  Hopkins, 
Robert  H.  T.  HaQter,  Henry  Johnson,  William  Cost 
Johnson,  Kennedy,  Uncda,  Xarvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Haury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Uenefee,  MilUgan, 
Mitchell,  0.  Xonis,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Patterson,  Peok, 
P<^,  Potts,  BandoljA,  Seed,  Bem^,  iUdgit^t 
BdMftson,  BoUaam,  Buoa^,  BnawU,  Ba^mi^ 
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Ohftrkfl  Sbepurd,  SU«Id^  Sbley,  Slade,  Sootlutte, 
Stanly,  StnttOD,  Tkllaferro,  nuanpsMi,  niUuAist, 
Tduid,  Undenrood,  AHMrt  a  WUte.  Jtdm  White, 
Kiaha  WbitUesey,  Lewis  Wmiuui,  SbeRod  Wil- 
liBEOB,  Jos^h  L.  WUlisau,  CfariaK^ber  H.  WiUbmi^ 
Wise,  and  YoriM~»9. 

Mr.  WiixiAMS,  of  Kentucky,  rnoTed  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
tin  state  of  the  Union,  irith  instmctions  to  re- 
port a  bill  to  anthoHze  the  sale  of  the  bonds 'of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  event 
that  they  could  not  he  sold  in  time,  then  to  an- 
thorize  the  issne  of  two  millions  of  Treaanry 
notes  for  the  immediate  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  also  to  authorize  a  loan  of  snch  snm 
as  might  be  necessary  for  the  actnal  wants  of 
the  Government,  nntil  snch  sale  can  be  made. 

This  motion  was  cut  oS  by  the  previous  ques- 
ti<m.  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

Tne  question  being  on  adopting  the  title, 

ICr.  ADAiu  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"to  carry  into  eflfaet  the  act  approved  the  ISth 
dvr  of  OctobOT,  1887 ; "  which  was  agreed  to. 

lb*.  FucTOBBB,  of  Ifassachnsetta,  moved  to 
insert  fha  following:  **to  meet  the  enrrent 
expenses  of  tiie  Government which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  title,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Hr.  Babidbx  s^d,  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
himself  and  his  friends  in  a  correct  attitude  be- 
fore this  nation,  he  would  ^ve  notice  that  he 
should  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed.  He  preferred  the 
amendments  proposing  to  provide  means  partly 
by  loan,  and  pamy  by  Treasury  notes,  to  meet 
9  the  immediate  wants  of  the  Govenunent,  though 
he  should  still  vote  for  t^e  bill  if  that  proposi- 
tfon  should  be  r^ected. 


IS  BBSATB. 

Wbdhkbdat,  Uay  16. 
Sanh  Nota  for  Govemmmt  IhuM. 

Ur.  WuaBT,  from  the  Oonmiitteo  on  Finanoe, 
to  whitdi  had  been  referred  the  joint  rescdntion 
submitted  by  Mr.  Olat^  proposing  to  make 
bank  notes  reodvable  uid  payable  in  the  re- 
ce^ts  and  ezpeoditnres  of  ue  Government, 
made  a  detailed  report 

Mr.  Bbbton  moved  that  the  report  be  print- 
ed ;  jrhioh  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  AiXEN  would  only  observe  thiU  this  was 
a  very  important  paper,  embraoing  a  subject  all 
interesting  to  the  whole  people  otthis  conntry. 
It  was  also  very  long  and  elaborate — too  much 
so  to  undergo  a  very  extensive  publication  by 
ttte  ordinary  public  journals  of  the  conntry.  To 
supply  its  absence  from  these  journals  would 
require  a  very  large  number  of  copies  to  1>e 
pmited  by  order  of  the  Senate.  In  looking  into 
the  jonmab  of  the  Senate  to  see  what  had  been 
the  practice  oi  tia  Benate  on  the  snbject,  he 
Ibmid  that  the  report  made  by.  the  pent  ofBoe 
ofnondttee  in  1884.  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
with  an  ext»  immDer  aC  va^et,  anoontiiig  to 
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80,000.  He  alao  found  that  the  nnmeroos  doc- 
uments appended  to  this  report  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  to  the  number  of  80,000.  The 
order  for  this  printing  passed  the  Benatb  hf  a 
vote  of  S6  to  14.  Mr.  A.  here,  at  the  request 
<^  several  gentlemen,  read  the  preu  andnajson 
the  oecasiott  referred  to.  Beheving  this  doen- 
ment  to  be  much  more  important  than  the  post 
office  rq>ort  of  1884,  and  that  it  was  essential 
that  the  people  should  have  the  fullest  informa- 
tion on  tne  interesting  subject  involved,  be  was 
for  printing  the  largest  number  of  eopiea  that 
had  ever  been  ordered  in  that  body — whidi 
was  80,000. 

Mr.  Cut  expressed  himself  willing  to  vote 
for  the  printing,  and  be  only  wished  gentlemen 
to  agree  among  themselves  what  number  they 
wanted,  and  he  would  voia  for  it  He  was 
surprised,  however,  that  the  chairman  of  the 
OMondttee  had  not  tbooght  fit  to  move  aome 
di^MMition  of  the  resolution  upon  which  thii 
report  was  made.  It  had  been  a  sufiScient  time 
bfflore  the  committee,  and  from  the  importaBce 
of  the  subject,  the  pnUio  wonld  expect  some 
action  on  it 

Mr.  MoRBis  entirely  concurred  with  his  col- 
league OS  to  the  importance  of  the  document 
just  read.  He  thought  it  was  just  snch  a  paper 
as  ought  to  be  exteosively  circmated  to  disabuse 
the  public  mind  on  this  important  subject.  If 
he  could  call  back  the  money  which  had  been 
expended  in  printing  this  sesaon,  he  would  will- 
ingly go  to  the  expense  of  printing  half  a  md- 
lion  <»  ooj^es ;  but  as  that  oould  not  be  done, 
he  was  wuling  to  go  to  the  ttxtent  moved  his 
colleague. 

The  question  on  printing  80,000  copies,  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

TxAS. — Hessrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calboon, 
daj  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Orundy,  Hub- 
bard, Lumpkin,  Horns,  Uooton,  Ifiles,  NorveB, 
I^erce,  Bosoe,  Boblusoo,  Sodth  of  Conneetirat, 
Strange,  Trotter,  WAstw,  Williams,  and  Yovw 
—23. 

Natr — ^Uessrs.  Bachanan,  Claj  of  Kentac^y,  Claj- 
ton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  King,  Knigbt,  HcKean,  Mer- 
ride,  NltAolas,  Bobbins,  Bngries,  Sen^,  Stnith  of 
Indiuia,  Spcnce,  Swift,  Tiuhnadge,  Tipton,  and 
White— 19. 


HOUBS  UF  SEFBESESTTATIVES. 

TsDBSDAT,  May  17. 
S^reaturp  IToU  BUI. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Rakiden  to  reconuder  the 
vote  on  the  passage  of  this  bill  was  announced 
by  the  Cbaib. 

Mr.  Sauden  expUuned  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  voting  all  necessary  sopnUes  to  the  Govern- 
ment, but  differed  iriih  toe  in^ori^  of  the 
House  as  to  theproper  mode.  He  pref^red  a 
partial  issue  of  IVeaBury  notes,  and  we  remain- 
der to  be  raised  by  a  direct  loan.  He  added, 
tliat  time  was  of  fer  more  importance  at  this 
pwiod  ot  the  ses^on  than  th«  mode  of  r^nng 
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means ;  and,  so  for  from  desiring  to  bring  on  a 
protracted  debate,  he  would  nimsel^  ehoald 
sach  Bpring  Qp,  vote  for  the  previoaa  question. 
He  only  wanted  an  opportunitj  for  himself  and 
his  frienda  to  place  tneir  names  on  the  record, 
so  that  they  eonld  not  be  munnderstood. 

Hr.  Boos  tbonght  this  measure  had  already 
been  debated  long  enough ;  and  he,  therefore, 
moTed  the  previous  question.  The  House  seo- 
onded  the  demand,  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  BBomoN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naya, 
whid^  were  ordered: 

Teas.— Ueesn.  Adams,  Alexander,  faenun  AJLen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Ayctigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  ^mA,  IJonien, 
Brigga,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  V  -  B-  f^nniphdl, 
Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Cbilds,  >.'l»rls  (.'ollin, 
Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cii>lij[ii;,  r>uvieg, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Ererett,  Ewinj>,  H.  Fltt^  ti^r, 
nilmore,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Ooode,  J. 
Grabom,  W.Oraham,  Graves,  Gremiell,  Ball,  Halstead, 
Earlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoff- 
man, Hopkins,  R.  H.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson, 
W.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Eilgore,  lancdn,  Marrm, 
James  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Haory,  Hay,  Max* 
well,  McEennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Uilligan,  Mitchell, 
Matthias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylw,  Noyes,  Pat- 
tersm,  Pedk,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Raiidol|^  Reed, 
Rendier,  lUdgway,  Robertson,  RoUnson,  Ramsey, 
Bnssell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Charles  Shepard,  Shieldg,  Sibley,  Sladc,  Soutbgate, 
Stanly,  Steuort,  Stone,  Str&tton,  TaliaTerro,  Thomp- 
son, Tlllinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White, 
John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  WilliaHis,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher 
E.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Torke— 110. 

Mats. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Bdme,  Bicknell,  Birdsoll,  Boon,  Bouldhi, 
Brodbead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  BTnnm,  Cambreleng, 
John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Coshman,  Davee,  De- 
Graff,  Dromeoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Far- 
rington,  Faiiield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup, 
Obucock,  Grantland,  *Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Earner,  Unison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Eolapy,  Eolt,  Eoward,  Hubley,  Wm.  H.  Hunter, 
Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Xathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Eeim,  Eemble, 
Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Loomis,  Martin,  McKay,  R.'  McClellan,  Abraham 
McClellan,  McClurc,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Koore, 
Morgan,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Pariter,  Par- 
menter,  Fennybacker,  PetriUn,  Phelps,  I^k^ens, 
Potter,  Pratt,  PKnUss,  Bdlly,  Rbett,  lUcbardson, 
Rives,  SheSCT,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Ta^or, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Tomey,  Vidl,  Yanderreer, 
Wageno',  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Jared  W.  WHliims,  Worthington,  and  Tell— 109. 

The  Chaib  voting  in  the  negative,  the  motion 
to  reconsider  was  lost. 


IN  SEBATB. 

FsmAT,  Iby  la 

On  nMrtion  of  Hr.  WniaBiL  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  cooperation  of  the  bill  from  the 
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House  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasniy 
notes. 

Hr.  Olat,  of  Kentucky,  observed  that  this  bill 
came  to  the  Senate  yesterday  after  IS  o'clock, 
referred  to  tiie  Committee  of  Finance,  and  re- 
ported back  by  them  in  die  course  of  tiie  after- 
noon. He  wanted  to  inquire  of  the  oluinnan 
of  the  committee  whether  they  bad  tutiiority 
Arom  the  Senate  to  meet  while  the  Senato  was 
id  season. 

Hr.  WmaHT  would  answer  the  Senator  by 
DO  authority  was  given  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  committee  to  meet  during  the  session 
of  that  day,  nor  did  any  member  of  the  com- 
mittee leave  tlie  chamber,  to  his  knowledge. 
The  bill  was  submitted  to  each  member  of  the 
committee  in  his  place,  three  of  whom  concur- 
red >rith  him  in  favor  o^  and  in  reporting,  the 
bill  without  amendment ;  the  othera,  authoris- 
ing the  report,  though  Assenting  from  the  bilL 

Mr.  Wkbstbb  said  he  did  not  expect  to  be 
called  on  to  vote  Ibr  the  engrossment  of  this 
bill  at  so  early  a  period  after  its  reception  from 
the  other  branch.  Scarcely  twenty-four  hours 
had  elapsed,  and  yet  the  question  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  its  third  reading  was  called  for. 
Before  he  gave  his  vote,  he  proposed  to  say  a 
few  words  in  relation  to  tne  subject.  He  l>egged 
leave  to  disclaim  any  disposition  to  thwart  the 
measures  necessary  to  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment, and  desired  that  it  might  be  distinctly 
understood  that  he  wished  the  Government 
luded  in  carrying  on  all  the  great  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  such  as  roads,  harbors, 
etc.,  in  which  it  was  engaged.  Be  was  of  opin- 
ion, however,  thiA  there  were  other  modes  at 
Kusing  means  that  might  be  resnted  to,  less 
objectionable  than  that  proposed  by  the  bill 
before  them.  At  the  last  extra  session  he  had 
voted  for  the  issue  of  ten  millions  in  Treasury 
notes,  and  he  did  not  regret  it,  because,  at  that 
time,  he  considered  it  necessary  to  provide 
present  relief.  Congress  had  been  caued  to- 
gethef  by  the  President  in  a  case  of  great  and 
extraordinary  emergency ;  and  yet  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion had  avowed  their  determination  never  to 
vote  for  another  issue  of  these  notes.  One 
great  objection  he  had  to  this  money  was,  that 
it  was  continually  &lling  below  par,  and  the 
Government,  therefore,  ustead  m  p«yin^  its 
agents,  and  public  servants  in  the  constiCutiraial 
currency  of  the  country,  would  be  paying  them 
in  depreciated  paper.  Another  ejection  pre- 
sented itself  to  his  mind ;  which  was,  tiiat  it 
was  bad  polioy  to  get  into  liie  habit  of  nidng 
money  by  such  means.  There  was  now  no  ex- 
igency, no  very  particular  emergency ;  at  all 
evente,  it  had  not  been  made  to  appear  that 
there  was  an  emeraency  to  justify  such  a  step. 
Congress  had  alrei^y  been  m  session  five  good 
months,  and  yet  we  had  heard  nothing  of  such 
a  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the  Treasury.  Id  fact, 
there  could  be  no  crisis  now  which  a  vigilant, 
systematic,  and  pmdent  offlosr  would  not  have 
eariier  foraMea.  Hr.  V.  oontended  that  the 
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b^l  WM  defective,  inasmnch  as  it  did  not  renew 
the  peDalties,  and  neither  did  it  impose  tiie 
same  duties  on  oolleetorB,  Aw.,  as  in  the  former 
bill ;  and  he  oontended  thst  if  the  money  were 
BO  mneh  wanted,  the  pnqier  mode  to  rdse  it 
wonld  be  hj  loan. 

Hr.  W.  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bjr  limiting 
the  Issne  to  two  millions  of  dollars,  to  meet 
sneh  bills  as  might  be  immediately  dae. 

Kr.  WsmiiT  observed  tliat  he  shoold  en- 
deftTor,  M  fitr  as  was  in  hii  power,  to  dischaive 
what  was  his  Auty  in  regard  to  this  bill,  witu- 
oat  vrotraoting  debate. 

Still  some  portion  of  tbe  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  llassadmsetts  seemed  entitied  to  at- 
tention. One  was  his  commendation  of  the 
sound  and  valoable  principle  of  paying  the  pob- 
lio  creditor  in  what  was  eamvaleDt  to  specie, 
and  he  was  gratified  to  find  that  the  Scmator 
wonld  go  with  him  in  favor  of  the  principle 
that  was  not  less  valuable,  that  of  preservmg 
the  faith  of  the  Government  The  report  of  his 
(Mr,  W.)  to  which  the  Senator  alluded,  was  an 
ailment  to  show  that  it  was  highly  improper 
for  this  Grovemment  to  make  tender  in  pay- 
m«it  of  its  debts  of  tiie  paper  of  looal  ocwpora- 
tions ;  and  he  eonfessed  Uut  to  some  extent 
that  argnment  mi^t  be  sralied  to  paper  iBsoad 
upon  the  aathority,  faith,  and  credit  of  tbe 
Government  itselt  Then  uie  gentleman  wonld 
arit  him,  why  did  he  ni^  this  bill  t  He  an- 
swered, becaose  he  believed  the  neoessily-  ex- 
isted for  it.  We  ore  told  by  the  Head  of  the 
Treasury  Deportment,  that)  even  in  means  of 
this  character  the  Treasury  is  so  limited,  that 
it  is  in  danger  from  day  to  day  of  being  com- 
pelled to  turn  its  creditors  from  the  door. 

The  gentieman  had  contended  thst  there  was 
no  imminent  necessity  for  passing  this  bill. 
Wonld  the  gentiemsn  tell  him  why  tiiere  was 
not  f  He  says  the  Senate,  so  as  it  is  oon- 
eemed,  has  given  anthoriliy  to  sell  the  bonds 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He,  (Mx. 
W.,)  remembered  that  the  ooly  Toioe*  raised 
against  t^at  measure  was  that  of  the  Senator 
hmiself,  on  the  ground  that  we  could  not  sell 
these  bonds  upon  the  terms  prescribed,  in  this 
country,  and  that  there  was  not  time  to  send 
them  abroad  for  sale.  He,  (Mr.  W.,)  felt  the  force 
of  that  suggestion,  and  submitted  to  the  Senator 
ihat  it  wonld  be  necessary  for  Congress  to  pro- 
vide snfilcient  means  for  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, by  autfaori^ng  an  issne  of  Treasury 
notes,  or  by  a  loan,  and  added  that,  if  the  bonds 
did  sell,  it  would  sopersede  the  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes  to  the  amount  they  might  sell  for. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  bill  before  as  is 
not  broad  enough  to  accomplish  its  otyect.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  did  not  apprehend  any  difficulty  on 
that  score.  Bnt  he  qwke  with  great  distrust 
of  his  own  judgment,  as  to  constraction  <^  law, 
when  the  dutingnished  authority  of  the  Senator 
was  aninst  him.  He  lirand,  however,  the  bill 
toresid: 

S*  it  maOti,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  l^euory, 
withtbeiqpfiQbKthMef  the  Fiendsnt  of  the  United 
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States,  is  hereby  luthorixed  to  cause  Treasory  notes 
to  be  Issued,  according  to  the  provlnons  contained 
In,  and  subject  to  all  me  conditions,  limitations,  and 
restrictions  of  an  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  autliorize 
the  issuing  of  tnamry  notes,"  uproved  the  twdfih 
day  of  October  last,  in  place  of  sodl  nolea  as  have 
been,  or  may  be  Issued  under  the  aathority  of  the  att 
aforesaid,  and  which  have  been,  or  may  beteafterb^ 
paid  hito  the  Treasury  and  cancelled. 

Kow,  as  far  as  his  oomprehensioa  extended, 
the  clanse  just  read  brings  the  whole  of  the  aa 
of  the  exira  sesnon  forward,  and  nukes  it  ap- 
plicable to  tins  bill  Would  it  be  pr«tiendsd 
that  under  this  law  a  note  could  be  israed  bear> 
ing  more  tiian  Ax.  per  cent,  interest  t 

Mr.  WxBsntB.  No, 

Mr.  Wbiqht.  Wonld  it  be  pretended  that 
they  oonld  issue  more  than  ten  miUi<»s  I 
Mr.  Websteb.  Yes. 

Mr.  WmoHT  here  read  from  the  bill,  to  shov 
that  notes  can  only  be  issued  in  place  of  those 
that  came  in.  Again :  the  notes  iasoed  inida- 
the  authority  <A  uiis  law  are  made  receivable 
in  payment  of  all  dues  to  ttua  Government 
Was  tiiere  any  doabt  of  this  ! 

Mr.  WxBSTBR.  No. 

Mr.  WmoRT.  Then  it  ^tpeara  with  one 
exception,  all  the  sabstantive  proviuona  of  tbs 
law  of  the  extra  sesdon  are  made  s^iplieaUe  t» 
this^  exc^t  the  penal  enactments.  As  a  law- 
yer, he  iriionld  as  confidentiy  say  that  these  ea- 
aotments  were  brought  forward  as  the  otberL 
But  this  was  not  material.  I  find,  said  he,  thst, 
as  far  as  the  action  of  the  Senate  is  concerned, 
the  case  is  already  provided  for,  mdependent^, 
by  a  bill  just  pawed  to  punish  the  counterfeit- 
ing of  these  notes,  and  by  a  general  law  of  Cob- 
gress  in  relation  to  the  pnnishmeot  of  crimes, 
passed  in  1825,  enumerating  the  connterfratiD^ 
of  Treasnry  notes  as  one  ^  the  crimes  to  t« 

Snnished.  Agun :  at  the  present  aesaoii  the 
udiciary  Committee  have  provided  for  a  Eop- 
posed  emu  emittut  foand"in  both  laws,  wiiict 
was,  that  there  was  no  providon  made  to  pcn- 
ish  persons  who  should  have  in  their  poeaesaon 
counterfeit  Treasnry  notes  with  intent  to  pass 
them.  The  Senate  had  passed  tiiis  bill  and  sect 
it  to  the  other  House. 

Bot  the  Senator  suggests  that  there  are  no 
statements,  and  that,  ^refore,  we  do  not  knov 
that  the  Treasnry  needs  tbis  sui^ly.  His  mem- 
ory told  him  tiiat  the  wants  of  the  TreaEorr 
were  so  imperious  as  to  retjuire  a  ^>eoial  com- 
mnnioation  from  the  Frettdent  of  the  United 
States ;  tiiat  that  communication  was  made  to 
both  Houses,  and  was  accompanied  by  one  fion 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry ;  that  that  mas- 
sage reconmiuided  this  mode  of  providing  $x 
the  exweney,  and  U  seemed  to  him  einphatieally 
to  be  we  e<»rect  one.  Bis  infimnation,  as  late 
as  yeste^ay  mraning,  was,  that  there  were  bat 
150,000  of  Treasury  notes,  authorized  by  the 
act  of  October,  that  remidned  to  be  iwoed  \  and 
that  there  w««  but  some  $200,000  in  the  Treas- 
ury Bcattwed  over  the  whole  country.  Why 
are  we  bnmi^t  to  thia  state  of  things  >  The 
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Sentttor  told  ni  tiut,  after  pautng  the  lav  of 
October,  it  was  nndentood  that  one  of  tUs 
oharaoter  would  not  be  called  tor  again.  Bat 
the  Senator  did  not  recollect  the  change  that 
was  given  to  tliat  act  in  the  House  of  Bepre- 
aantativu.  It  passed  this  House  without  an^ 
proviuon  as  to  a  reissue  of  the  notes,  bat  it 
oame  back  from  the  House  with  an  interdiction 
on  such  reissue ;  and  he  (Mr.  yf.)  remembered 
well,  in  moTing  for  a  ooucurrenoe  with  this 
amendment,  that  he  said  that  the  bill  thus 
amended  would  answer  till  the  next  session  <Mf 
Congress,  when  farther  provision  could  be 
made,  if  iwoessanr.  Bj  making  these  notes  re- 
oulvaole  fin:  the  dues  of  the  Gorenunoit,  nearly 
rix  of  the  tm  millions  had  beui  redeemed,  and 
all  our  TeTenue  omning  In  oonua  in  that  pmer. 
The  revenue  h  aa  la^  as  was  antioipateo,  bnt 
there  was  no  maxej  coming  in ;  aod,  thoug^h 
they  had  i|Baed  ten  mlUions  of  jwper  within 
$60,000,  they  were  now  but  four  millions  in 
debt,  the  balance  of  the  notes  having  been 
already  redeemed  and  canoelled.  It  was  not  by 
this  bill  that  they  were  incarring  one  dollar 
more  of  debt  than  was  authorized  by  the  act  of 
October  last  We  have  been  told  of  the  depre- 
ciated cliaraoter  of  this  paper.  He  believed 
that  some  of  the  prices  oorrent  had  put  it  below 
bank  ptraer,  though  that  was  at  one  rin^  point 
of  the  Union  only,  Kew  York ;  but  it  was  now 
quoted  there  and  at  niiladdphia,  three  or  four 
per  cent  higher  tiian  that  piqier  (United  States 
Bank  notes)  which  is  held  in  such  high  estima- 
tion by  tiie  gentleman  and  his  fHends.  His  in- 
formation told  him  that  Treasury  notes  were 
higher  at  the  South  than  any  Itank  p^ter.  In 
Philadelphia  It  was  also  h^ber,  though  in  New 
York  it  might  l>e  quoted  a  trifle  lower.  That, 
however,  was  not  the  point  The  question 
was,  what  were  they  to  dot  We  cannot,  by 
our  fiat  here,  place  money  in  the  Treasury  at  a 
moment's  warning.  Then  can  we  do  any  thing 
better  than  to  give  to  the  creditors  <^  the  Gov- 
ernment tiie  best  paper  in  our  power — that  is- 
sned  npon  the  Mth  and  oredit  of  the  Govern- 
ment itselfl  The  limitation  proposed  by  the 
Senator^s  amendment  would  not  answer.  Who 
could  tell  how  soon  it  wonld  oome  bade  again  I 
.and  how  long  would  two  millimis  last,  when  In 
the  rinf^e  port  of  New  York  it  comes  in  at  the 
rate  of  $800,000  per  week  ? 

Hr.  Wbbstkb  said  the  candor  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  has  put  this  bill  on  the  ground 
whi^  expresses  the  different  opinions  between 
Lim  and  myself  exactiy ;  and  I  am  desirous  that 
it  should  be  understood  that  what  he  says  in 
favor  of  Government  paper  money  goes  to  make 
it,  on  the  whole,  bat  little  better  &ui  tiie  bad 
money  of  broken  banks.  The  SeoAor  says  it 
is  at  least  as  good  as  thein,  which  is  twenty  or 
twen^'five  per  emt  below  par.  Haveweoon- 
traeted  with  oar  army,  oar  navy,  and  tiie  Jodges 
ot  our  courts,  to  pay  them  in  something  hat  a 
litUe  better  than  the  depredated  pwer  oi  the 
banks? 

We  have  heard  mnch  said  about  the  jtager 
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party,  the  advocates  d  a  paper  system,  and  a 
paper  Govenunent  Let  us  see  who  they  are, 
I  innst  that'the  mouth  of  the  Administration 
is  shut  on  this  subject ;  for  all  the?  propose  to 
pay  ont  is  not  gold  and  ^ver;  and  if  we  can- 
not pay  our  own  debts  In  specie,  or  its  equiva- 
lent, how  can  we  demand  it  of  others!  What 
is  ^e  argument  of  the  honorable  ohurman  of 
the  committee,  but  an  acknowledgment  that  we 
oauuot  pay  our  debts  f  He  asks  what  can  be 
done  ?  8ir,  I  will  tell  him.  If  Treasury  notes 
are  issued,  all  bearing  an  interest  of  five  or  six 
per  cent,  and  sold  to  supply  us  with  the  means 
of  p^ing  what  is  due  fh>m  the  Government, 
our  credit  and  panctoaUtr  will  be  sustuned. 
He  propoees  that  they  shall  not  be  payable 
under  a  year.  Let  us  issue  them  so,  bearing  an 
interest  of  five  or  rix  per  cent,  and  sell  them  in 
the  market,  and  in  two  hours  the  Government 
will  be  able  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it 
Why  should  this  not  be  done?  Sir,  I  put  the 
questimi  to  Congress  and  to  the  oountry.  They 
may  not  sell  at  par,  but  why  not  sell  them  not- 
withstanding? If  it  is  not  done,  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  properly  pay  its  debts ;  and  who, 
in  that  case,  is  to  bear  the  misfortane — ^the 
Government  itself,  or  its  individasl  creditors  ? 
The  Senator  is  averse  to  this  method,  because 
there  is  an  eximnoy  in  the  condition  of  the 
Government,  and  it  cannot  pay  its  debts  with- 
out a  saorifioe.  Is  this  the  language  of  individ- 
uals? If  there  must  be  a  loss  in  the  payment 
of  a  debt^  on  whom  is  it  to  fidl  ?  Does  an  Indi- 
vidual B»x  he  would  have  to  sell  his  pnnperty 
cheapf  and,  therefore,  he  cannot  pay  ?  &r,  there 
is  no  difficulty  in  the  way  to  prevent  the  Gov- 
ernment from  doing  as  I  have  proposed,  to 
maintain  tiie  credit  and  good  faith  of  tiie  coun- 
try ;  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  our  selling  our 
own  notes,  and  thus  rtdsing  the  money,  and 
paying  according  to  contract 

This  bill,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  will  not  have 
the  effect  to  revive  all  the  act  of  October  last 
All  that  relates  to  the  duties  of  the  Secreta^ 
of  tiie  Treasury  is  duly  provided  for ;  but  this 
bill  does  not  revive  the  third  section  of  the  law 
of  October,  rdating  to  the  oolleotor,  his  de- 
posits, and  recdpts,  and  all  that;  and  I  say 
that  it  does  not  revive  the  penal  part  of  thtX 
law.  The  Senator  speaks  of  the  law  of  1826 
as  supplying  this  dendenoy,  but  in  the  bill  of 
the  last  session  he  thoi^ht  the  penal  providon 
neoessaiT,  and  Z  bad  supposed  that  the  law  of 
1825  did  not  cover  exchequer  bills  subsequent 
to  that  period.  If  the  Senator  means  to  say 
that  this  bill  does  not  revive  those  provi^ons, 
then  I  say  that  it  does  not  aooompliah  its  ob- 
ject in  that  req>ect 

The  four  or  five  millions  of  dollars  of  Treas- 
ury notes  are  now  outstanding.  The  gentleman 
says  that  they  are  all  received  for  the  customs 
and  at  the  land  offices,  and  therefore  the  Gov- 
ernment gets  no  money.  Is  it  not  the  reasm 
of  the  distribntion  of  these  Treasury  notes  that 
they  are  to  serve  the  same  purpose  as  to  get  the 
money  t  These  i^rts  ihow  that  we  nave  a 
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QoTemment  carrenc^,  and  bare  not  enj  thing 
bi  the  Treasnry  but  tliis  depredated  ysper,  and 
that  is  a  stkta  of  things  which  I  Will  nnt  agree 
to  enooorage.  I  am  opposed  now,  and  alwajs 
have  been,  to  all  introdnction  of  faper  money 
as  a  depreciated  ciirreD<7  for  the  Treasnr7,  and 
I  ask  agfun,  if  we  cannot  pay  onr  own  does  at 
par,  who  can  ? 

Hr.  Oalbottn  said  that  be  had  not  heard, 
during  the  whole  session,  a  stronger  argoment 
in  favor  of  the  policy,  that  the  Government 
should  keep  its  own  funds,  and  collect  tbem  in 
the  legal  and  constitutional  cnrrency  of  the 
conntry,  than  that  just  delivered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachnsetts,  (Mr.  Wbbbtrb.)  He 
entirely  ooncnrred  with  him  that  it  is  bound  to 

Sy  its  creditors  in  the  legal  currencnr,  and  the 
iportance  of  preserving  the  public  nith  from 
the  slightest  blot.  Bat  to  aooompUsh  thin,  the 
GoTemment  most  always  be  kept  in  a  oondi- 
tirai  to  meet  ita  engagements,  and  how  could 
tills  be  done,  hot  by  collecting  its  dues  in  the 
l^d  currency,  and  keeping  it  in  its  own  cus- 
tody f 

But  while  he -tells  us  that  the  Government  is 
bound  to  pay  in  gold  and  silver,  and  that  noth- 
ing short  of  that  can  preserve  the  public  fMth 
immaculate,  he  is  the  strenuous  advocate  of  col- 
lecting its  dues  in  bank  notes  or  their  equiva- 
lent The  fidlacy  consists  in  supposing  that 
sach  notes  are  equivalent  to  specie.  There  is 
nothing  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver  but  them- 
selves. Nothing  else  can  legally  pay  debts,  or 
release  the  debttv  from  his  obligation  to  his 
creditor.  Thin  the  Senator  asserts^  and  insists 
on  most  correctly.  How  then  can  bank  notes 
be  eqmvalent,  unless  they  can  always  com- 
mand, without  the  possibility  of  failure,  the 
amount  of  gold  or  silver  that  they  call  fbrt  Is 
such  the  fact )  On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  no- 
torioos  that  the  Gkivemment  has  millions  of 
bulk  notes  collected,  when  the  banks  that  is- 
Bued  them  were  specie-paying  banks,  but  which 
cannot  now  command  a  cent  in  specie )  ilnd 
is  it  not  now  compelled  to  dishonor  its  credit, 
and  violate  its  faith,  because  it  collected  its 
dues  in  bank  notes,  and  confided  the  safe-kef^ 
ing  of  its  funds  to  the  banks?  And  yet  while 
the  Senator  denoonees  this  want  of  alnll^  on 
the  part  of  the  Govemmoit,  he  is  the  strenuous 
advocate  to  renew  its  comieotion  with  the 
bonks,  under  the  fidladons  idea  that  bank  notes 
and  bank  credit  are  equivalent  to  specie ;  doing, 
in  a  word,  the  very  thing  again  which  has  sub- 
jected the  Government  to  the  necessity  which 
he  so  strongly  condemns!  Worse  than  this: 
he  proposes  to  repeat  the  process,  when  it  is 
admitted  by  his  oollet^pie,  (Mr.  Davis,)  and 
his  distinguished  Mend  l>ehind  him,  (Mr.  C^t,) 
that  the  renewal  of  the  connection  must  again 
be  followed  in  a  short  time  by  another  explo- 
sion, when  again  the  Government  would  be 
compelled  to  do  what  the  Senator  so  justly 
and  strtR^[ly  condemns  I 

The  Suiator,  in  his  zeal  to  preserve  the  pub- 
Uo  ftith,  rcoommntded  that  &e  Treaanry  notes 
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anthtniied  to  be  iasaed  by  tUs  bill,  shoold  be 
made  to  betf  an  interest  ot  6  per  cent.,  and  be 
sold  for  mon^  instead  of  being  paid  to  the 
public  ereditOTa.   He  did  not  explain  -what  be 
meant  by  mtmey.   If  he  means  gold  and  nlver, 
does  he  not  see  how  greatly  it  would  impede 
and  embarrass  the  resumpUon  of  specie  pay- 
ments for  the  Government  to  go  into  the  mar- 
ket, and  draw  out  at  once  eight  or  ten  millioDs 
of  specie?  Would  be  recommend  that  at  thi< 
critical  moment,  when  the  banks  were  about 
to  resome  t   If  he  means  bank  notes,  then  it 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  to  advise  the 
(^vemment  to  exchange  its  credit  for  the  cradit 
of  the  banks  of  New  York  and  Boston,  (the 
only  epwaa  payments  at  this  mommt,)  and  «ve 
them  0  per  cent,  to  boot,  when  it  vaa  notonoos 
ittiat  1>eaani7  notes  were  at  par  in  botli  tliow 
plaoei^  uid  would  l>e  better  over  the  whole 
South  and  W^t  than  the  very  notes  for  whid 
he  pnnxMes  to  exchange  tbem  I    This  wtxild 
oertmnly  be  a  veiy  good  operation  fiv  those 
banks,  but  wonid  be  a  very  bad  <xie  for  the 
Government  and  people.    The  Senator  has 
spoken  of  Treasury  notes  as  being  depredated. 
Such  was  not  the  f^ict   They  had  been  above 
par  everywhere,  habitually,  compared  with  the 
local  bank  notes,  except  during  short  intuTab 
at  New  York ;  but  that  did  not  show  that  they 
were  actually  depreciated.   We  all  know  that 
the  currency  of  New  York  has  been  in  a  hi^iif 
artifidal  state,  from  the  necessity  its  buds 
were  nnder  to  resume  spe<ne  payments  by  a 
oert«n  d^,  or  forfeit  their  charters.   The  nte 
of  her  exchanges  with  London  eleaAj  proves 
the  unnatural  con^ticm      her  currency.  The 
difference  in  her  favor  was  far  greater  than 
could  be  explained  by  any  operation  of  com- 
merce, and  if  he  did  not  mistake,  was  greater 
than  the  depredation  of  the  Treasury  notes 
compared  with  her  local  currency,  whidi  de- 
monstrates that  they  Iiave  not  been  dofffedated 
at  any  time,  compared  with  London,  whiclL 
may  fairly  he  considered  the  standard  oi  the 
currency  of  the  commercial  world.   Though  be 
regretted,  with  the  Senator,  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  at  all  times  been  in  the  eaoditiott 
to  meet  its  engagements  in  gold  and  nlrar,  it 
was  some  consolation  to  reflect  that  substantia 
Justice  had  been  done  to  its  craditcm^  as  ftr  at 
It  had  used  its  own  credit  thnragfaout  tins  em- 
barrasnng  and  painful  otimb. 

The  question  before  them  was  very  simple. 
The  Government  was  out  of  money,  and  there 
were  bnt  two  ways  of  supplying  the  d^dency 
— to  borrow  it,  or  to  use  its  own  credit;  and 
the  question  was,  which  should  be  done  t  Thr 
Senator  objected  strongly  to  the  .latter,  but  be 
could  not  possibly  be  more  exposed  to  it  thaa 
he  (Mr.  O.)  was  to  the  former.  It  is  usekse  to 
attempt  disguise.  Those  who  advocate  a  loan, 
mean  to  foroe  tiie  Government  to  cxdmga  its 
credit  for  that  o{  the  banks.  To  elva  a  dear 
conception  how  the  blending  o£  the  credit  of 
the  Government  irith  the  banks  operated,  both 
in  nkrtion  to  Individuala^  nd  the  Gonraiaeot, 
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be  would  iUtifltrate  his  oonoeption  hy  a  «Cite- 
mont  of  a  case.  Take  three  iodividoals,  near 
neighbors,  and  of  equal  wealth  and  oredit :  tay 
three  planters,  each  worth  a  hundred  thouiand 
dollars,  free  of  debt,  and  of  equal  character  for 
fidelity  in  meeting  their  engagementa,  and  call 
them  A,  B,  and  0.  It  is  manifest  that,  each 
being  of  eqnal  credit,  ndther  would  tbiok  of 
exchanging  his  credit  for  either  of  the  others, 
moch  less  paying  a  diffisrence  in  the  exchange. 
Bat  Irt  Govarnment  intofere  and  take  np  0, 
and  oonfv  banking  privilegea  upon  him — ttiat 
is,  antbnise  hta  prcMnissory  notesto  bereo^Ted 
in  its  does  and  we  pnrohue  of  its  dnuda,  and 
give  him  the  use  of  ita  fhnds  between  the  pe- 
riods of  oolleotion  and  disbnrseinenti,  and  wis 
equality  will  be  destroyed.  A  and  B  would 
DOW  call  it  an  accommodation  to  obtain  O's 
notes  in  exchange  for  th^rs;  nay,  O  would 
disdain  to  exchange,  unless  the  one  idioold  en- 
dorse for  the  other,  and  pay  him  six  per  cent, 
difference ;  and  to  this  exaction  they  would  be 
oompelled  to  submit.  A,  for  instance,  wishes 
to  settle  a  son  in  the  West ;  and  for  the  purpose 
of  pnrchanng  land  from  the  GoTornment,  de- 
aiint  to  raise  ten  thoosaad  dollars.  N^Uier  his 
note  nor  B*a  can  buy  land ;  and  to  obtain  the 
means,  he  ia  obliged  to  go  to  B,  get  his  en- 
dmement,  which,  from  his  perfect  oonfldonce 
in  his  neighbor,  he  gires  fbr  nothing,  and  gives 
his  note,  with  the  joint  credit  of  both,  iq  ex- 
change for  O's  note,  deducting  nearly  seven 
dollars  in  the  hnndred,  or  nearly  seven  hun- 
dred on  the  whole.  Hts  son  puts  the  note  in 
his  pocket-book,  and  goes  off  to  the  West, 
where,  through  the  mi^o  of  bankinR  privi- 
leges, it  is  converted  into  soHd  aod  fertile  acres. 
Prasently  the  Government  gets  out  of  money ; 
and  all  tlie  fHends  of  G  <a  nomerons  boat)  zeal- 
ously in^  that,  instead  of  uring  its  own  notes, 
it  should  sell  them  to  0  in  exehange  fw  his, 
and  pay  the  same  dlflbrenoe;  and  this  they  call 
aloan—boTTOvingmmieyl  Hm  thing  is  mon- 
stroni. 

Thus  regarding  it,  he  has  low  conaidered 
public  loans  amongst  the  greatest  imposititHia ; 
and  he  was  acoordingly  mortally  opposed  to  a 
public  debt  When  were  was  a  deficit,  it  was 
oetter  by  fiu*  for  the  Govemment  to  use  its  own 
credit  d^oUy,  nor  did  he  believe  it  to  be  im- 
posrible,  if  the  laws  which  govern  oredit  and 
oirculatioQ  were  fully  underrtood,  to'  supersede 
a  resort  to  any  other  resouroe,  without  biirthen- 
ing  the  pnUio  with  the  heavy  and  pwni<uous 
load  of  debt,  cmtnu^  fw  the  moat  part  by 
the  exeliauge  of  its  own  credit  for  that  ot  the 
bub,  in  tM  fbnn  of  bank  Dotei. 

If  Treasmy  notea  were  really  below  par,  as 
aaaerted  by  the  Senator,  it  would  not  be  at  all 
surprising,  and  might  be  easily  explained. 
Their  value  mainly  depends  on  their  reoeivabil- 
ity  in  the  puUio  dues,  and  it  mi^t  be  antici- 
pated that  the  liberal  indulgence  given  to  the 
publio  debtors  at  the  extra  session  would  tend 
to  depress  them  in  the  market;  and  it  ia  a 
proof  <tf  th^t^h  eatimrte  ^aoed  on  them  by 
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the  pnUio,  that  they  have  been  so  little  affected. 
Their  depredation  during  the  late  war,  when 
they  sunk  below  the  value  of  bank  notM  even, 
daring  the  period  of  the  suspeusion  of  specie 
payments,  has  often  been  arged  against  their 
use.  Nothing  was  more  easy  of  explanation. 
The  Government  bad  the  weakness  and  folly 
to  permit  it,  by  its  own  voluntary  acts,  by  put- 
ting bank  notes  of  every  description  on  a  level 
wiui  Treasury  notes  in  all  its  tranaaotaons,  while 
the  banks  (m  their  part  leftned  to  put  them  on 
a  level  with  theirs  in  tii^  tranaat^ons.  The 
result  was,  that  bank  notea  could  perform 
the  ftmclifniB  ct  inrcalataon,  public  and  private, 
wlUle  Treasury  notes  could  perfimn  only  a  part 
Thdr  depreciation  followed  as  a  matter  of 
course,  under  the  known  laws  that  regulate  cir- 
culation. The  ose  bank  credit  by  Govern- 
ment had  been,  in  his  opinion,  the  source  of 
misobiefl  both  in  this  oountry  and  Eng- 
It  was  the  parent  of  the  enormous  debt 
that  has  pressed  so  heavily  oa  the  energies  of 
the  latter,  as  great  as  they  are.  He  had  hardy 
touched  on  a  range  of  questions  little  explored 
as  yet,  but  iotinuitdy  connected  with  tbepro- 
gresa  and  prospoity  of  the  ooiuit>7.  When- 
ever the  draneots  of  a  true  and  stable  currency 
were  ascert^ed,  he  felt  assored  that  it  wo^ 
be  found  to  consist  partly  of  gold  and  diver, 
'  and  of  paper,  resting  not  on  the  credit  aud  an- 
thorify  of  banks,  but  of  the  Govemment  itsdf. 

Mr.  Wbbbtbb  stud :  I  am  not  at  dl  surprbed 
to  hear  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  say 
that  he  has  found  my  ai^^ent  agdnst  Treas- 
ury notes  a  very  good  one  in  favor  of  separat- 
ing bank  and  State,  for  the  present  state  of  the 
gentleman's  mind  is  such  that  he  would  find 
such  an  argument  anywhere,  on  any  sufeifeot 
and  on  an^  occasion.  So  deeply  is  he  immwsed 
in  this,  hts  fiivorite  subject,  that  I  verily  be- 
lieve, if  he  should  liear  a  ^soourse  on  thewogy, 
or  a  philosophical  dissertation,  he  would  start 
tq»  and  say  it  contained  floe  doctrines  for  dl- 
voroe.  But  what  did  I  say  tooehfaig  the  doe- 
trine  of  divorce  V  I  insisted  that  the  Govem- 
ment should  fhlfil  its  contracts ;  but  what  has 
that  to  do  with  divorce  ?  Did  I  contend  that 
the  Govemment  should  pay  any  ^ing  not 
equivdttit  to  q»ecie!  I  contend  that  Trrasury 
notes  can  never  be  at  par,  and  by  that  I  mean 
at  the  established  rates  according  to  law.  The 
gentleman  saya  they  are,  and  have  been,  at  par, 
beoanse  they  are  equal  to  par  in  New  York. 
But  he  might  as  well  say  that  broadcloth,  or 
molasses,  w  any  otbw  merohan^se,  ia  at  par. 
Hia  propodticn  is  that  they  an  equal  to  par  ia 
New  Twk  for  the  Loodoa  ma^t.  But  what 
of  that  9  I  mean  that  th^  are  not  equivalent 
to  gold  and  diver,  in  the  emren^y,  aad  aooogrd- 
ing  to  law. 

He  speaks  of  our  exchanging  credit  with  the 
l>anks,  and  paying  the  difference.  What  does 
he  mean  by  cndit  t  If  he  means  tiiat  the  Gov- 
ernment can  contract  loans  on  as  good  terms  as 
the  banlcs,  that  ia  not  denied.  But  what  would 
you  call  a  check  which  is  ^ven  on  a  bank  t 


r 


Digitized  by  Google 


674 


Mftr.  1S88.] 

Istbatoredit?  It  is  not  credit;  it  is  athiag 
entirely  different  To  make  the  two  eases  at 
all  alike,  'tbe  Goveraraent  paper  moat  be  re- 
deemable in  specie,  on  demand,  at  tbe  Treas- 
nry ;  and  then,  I  dare  say,  its  paper  would  be 
Terr  good.  He  asks  if  Mr.  Aator  would  pay  a 
bank  for  its  credit  Ur.  Astor,  and  every  man, 
however  large  their  capital,  and  credit,  borrow 
mcmey  oi  tbe  banks  wb«i  they  wish  to  do  it, 
on  time,  becanae  that  money  is  payable  in  spe- 
cie. Hie  gentieman  oaUs  that  an  ezchaoge  <tf 
oredtt  for  credit  But  yon  cannot  say  t&t  a 
note  «t  time  b  eqnivalent  to  a  bank  note  oom- 
manffing  the  specie;  they  are  mtirely  di&ruit 
The  gentleman  says  that  the  GovOTUment  credit 
is  tibe  beat  in  the  world ;  bat  it  is  not  the  best 
in  the  way  that  the  Govemment  uses  it  here. 
If  he  s^s  bank  notes  circulate  on  the  credit  of 
the  GoTermnent,  that  does  not  make  Govern- 
ment notes  of  this  kiod  better  than  bank  notes 
payable  and  paid  in  specie.  It  may  do  very 
well  to  help  oat  of  an  emergency;  but  the 
crisis  is  in  his  aignment,  and  the  emergency  in 
his  propoettion.  F^r  is  not  eqidnlent  to 
specie,  unless  it  is  payable  in  spede. 

I  am  asked  whether  I  wonll  go  the  Iragth 
oi  selling  these  Treasury  notes  for  money,  and 
than  whetiier  I  would  have  it  in  q>eoie.  I  at 
<»ioe  say,  sell  them,  and  then  everybody  will 
know  that  there  will  he  *  choice  on^  between 
KMde  and  aiMnathiiig  that  will  command  spetde. 
r Si^  make  yoar  accounts  everywhere  in  specie 
or  itseqaiv^ent  The  gentleman  supposes  tiiat 
we  are  to  withdraw  tiie  amount  of  $10,000,000 
from  the  circulation.  If  we  should  grasp  the 
^ver  and  shut  it  up  in  tbe  Treasury  vaultfi, 
that  would  be  altogether  injurious,  and  the  geu' 
tleman,  therefore,  uses  a  very  good  argument 
to-day  against  what  he  urged  «x  months  ago. 
He  now  says,  if  we  withdraw  so  much  specie, 
it  would  cause  embarrassment;  bat  what  did 
he  thiok  of  demanding  it  for  revmue!  He 
now  says  that  this  Treasnry  note  bill  is  a  nioat 
necessary  step  for  all  the  books.  He  then  aaw 
no  inoonvenienoe  in  demanding  payment  in  spe- 
cie ;  it  would  not  embarrass  the  country,  and 
was  tbe  only  jnst  mode  of  collecting  the  rev- 
enue. Let  OUT  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  a 
man  of  just  and  libwal  policy,  addicted  to  no 
mere  theories,  and  bound  down  by  no  party 
dogmas,  and  he  will  make  the  disposition  of 
these  notes  in  the  market  in  a  few  days,  dis- 
turbing nobody,  and  giving  no  occ^on  for 
these  a^tationa  and  alarms;  it  is  tbe  oontin- 
Qing  these  Treasury  notes,  and  t^oedng  the 
practice  of  twenty  years  for  dreams  and  the* 
ories,  that  creates  all  difficulties. 

But  the  gwtleman  aaks,  la  not  the  Govern- 
ment to  nse  its  own  oredit?  Oertdoly  it 
should ;  and  it  is  ^t  that,  like  indivldnalB,  it 
should  get  money  md  pay  its  own  debts.  It 
shoald  nse  it  now ;  but  is  it  a  proper  use  of 
Oovammutt  oredit  to  force  it,  instead  of  the 
m«Nf,  OD  it«  (»editora?  IsitjnatieetoteUits 
onditna,  dioa^  yon  ^efor  ipeda  or  tbe  notes 
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of  Specie-paying  banks,  yon  shall  ban  oir 

credit  only  i 

And  now  to  go  back  to  his  exam|te  of  the 
three  farmers.  A,  B,  O.  The  gentleman  np- 
poses  that  the  Government  autiiocizes  tbe  re- 
ceipt of  the  p^>er  of  C,  so  that  he  mar  loake 
purchases  directly  of  Government,  vhich  A 
and  B  cannot  do  without  endorsed  notes  at  in- 
terest, and  he  aays  that  this  is  isat  the  oase  witli 
the  banks.  I  say  it  is  not  the  case,  and  thii 
every  idea  of  oredit  involves  time  and  ctuwt- 
ilHlity ;  and  if  it  does  not,  it  is  oothii^  Ibe 
notes  of  tbe  bank  are  mon^in  etifect,udto 
say  that  their  paper  is  oa  time,  and  that  tbm 
is  merely  an  exchange  of  credit,  la  wbat  w 
man  can  say  with  propriety.  Suppose  one  <tf 
your  officers  in  the  city  of  New  York  sells  i 
Treasury  noto,  and  he  ^vea  you  a  check  w.  m 
of  the  banks  paying  specie,  so  that  yon  cid^ 
across  the  street,  and  get  it  if  yon  ebooK,8 
there  aaj  change  of  credit  if  you  receife  tk 
notes  of  tiie  bank,  when  yon  can  go  at  once  idI 

rt  the  specie  ?  It  la  not  an  exchange  of  credit; 
is  an  exoliange  of  credit  for  mooej,  if  yon 
^va  your  note  oa  time,  for  spede^  or  the  eqiif- 
alent  ct  spede.  This,  Ur.  Astor,  or  soy  otbtr 
individual  would  do,  if  be  wished  to  w  Ini 
credit  for  what  woald  0ve  him  an  itnme&c 
command  of  specie. 

Hr.  Oaimovs  would  not  notice  the  critidsi 
with  which  the  Senator  opened  his  r^nai^*) 
he  considered  that  as  intended  for  tJie  gallaj- 
He  had  long  noticed  that,  whoi  hard  ptsA 
in  argument,  the  Senator  always  resorted  tt 
sarcasm  or  ridicule ;  and  there  were  fer  oco- 
sions  in  which  he  more  ne^ed  their  M  6m 
the  present  He  never  accused  the  Senator  a 
saying  that  bank  notes  should  be  forced  cntk 
public  creditor  by  the  Government;  on  tw 
contrary,  he  rested  his  remarks  on  tbe  Eronw 
assumed  by  him,  and  which  he  entim; 
proved,  that  it  could  not,  in  good  ^ 
charge  its  debts  in  any  medium  but  ^  >^ 
silver,  which  he  regarded  as  a  eonclnsive 
ment  why  it  should  collect  its  dues  ui  tbeM 
cnrrenoy,  and  keep  its  own  ftmda  under  its  <^ 
custody,  that  it  might  always  be  in  tbe  cow- 
tion  to  preserve  its  credit  On  the  ooDtni?, 
the  Senator  was  in  favor  of  receiving  the  boW 
of  specie-paying  banks,  on  the  ^und  that  tbe; 
were  eqmvalent  to  gold  and  silver,  flwe  ues 
the  delusion  of  the  Senator.  To  be  e<pmt^ 
iMtoheegvalinaUretpeeti;  andyet,vbUeW 
Senator  confesses  that  they  are  not  equal  is  t« 
discbarge  of  the  debts  due  from  the  Gow* 
meat,  h»  holds  them  to  be  equal  in  tiM  W 
ment  of  debts  to  it  The  truth  is,  that  it 
pare  fiction  to  considu  bank  notes  aa  eqain^ 
lenta  to  qteoieb  - 

Bat  the  Senator  liaa  gone  a  step  faillier. 
says  that  bank  notes  are  not  credit,  anddontf 
rest  on  oredit  I   Not  credit  I    He  wonUnS 
waste  his  breath  in  diwelling  so  wild 
strange  a  delusion,  whioh  aU  around  us  procUin 
to  be  the  mereit  ^untom.  BoUtftoia.vas% 
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specie,  represeating  specie,  or  restiag  on  specie, 
or  being  necessarily  oonTerted  into  specie  ou 
demand,  they  are  nothing  but  credit,  credit, 
credit,  throughont 

Since  the  days  of  the  deposit  bank  of  Amster- 
dam, bank  notes  never  have  represented  specie. 
The  first  act  of  a  bank,  even  when  specie  was 
actoally  paid  in,  which  was  rarely  the  case,  was 
to  get  clear  of  It,  except  a  small  portioo,  br 
lendiDg  it  oat.  The  real  bank  eq>ital,  on  whi<»i 
they  mainly  did  bnnness.'  was  the  notes  dis- 
connted,  which  rested  on  the  credit  of  the  draw- 
ers and  endorsers,  and  on  their  credit  and  sol- 
vency depended  the  credit  and  solvency  of  the 
banks.  It  was,  in  &ct,  their  credit,  converted 
into  bank  notes,  and  backed  by  the  Govern- 
ment credit,  on  which  bank  onrrenoy  rested. 

The  Senator  seems  to  think  that  it  Is  impos- 
rible  to  bring  and  keep  Treasnir  notes  at  par 
with  gold  and  silver.  In  reply,  he  wonld  refer 
to  the  fact  already  mentioned.  It  appeared  by 
the  Intelligencer,  now  on  hia  taUe,  that  they 
are  now  at  par  with  specie  at  Hew  Yoric  Bnt 
he  had  a  much  stronger  ftct.  The  Pmsrian 
QovemmenL  which  he  rewded  as  the  liest 
administerea  at  present  In  SoTope,  had  a  per- 
manent issue  of  Treasury  notes  of  a  large 
amount,  which  were  not  only  at  par  with 
specie,  bnt  habitoally  bore  a  premium:  which 
completely  refutes  the  assertion  of  the  Senator. 
The  Government,  in  all  civilized  countries,  is 
the  great  money  dealer.  Its  fiscal  action  per- 
vades the  whole  commnnity,  and  affects,  more 
or  less,  every  Individnal  in  it,  and  it  must^  of 
course,  create  a  general  demand  for  whatever 
it  receives  and  disburses  as  money  in  the  man- 
agement of  its  fiscal  concerns.  To  this  our 
Government  adds  the  possesrion  of  a  boandleaa 
and  ftriile  domaiu,  wnioh  is  in  the  ooune  <tf 
rapid  settlement,  and  that  neoessatily  creates 
an  eztensire  demand  for  whatever  is  received 
in  payment  for  It,  It  is  these  demands  which 
win  ever  keep  Treasury  notes  at  par  value,  un- 
less the  doe  proportion  between  demand  and 
supply  should  be  transcended,  or  bank  notes,  or 
some  other  medium  other  than  gold  and  silver, 
be  permitted  to  supply  their  place. 

Mr.  'Webster.  I  wish  it  always  to  be  under- 
stood that,  when  I  insisted  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  pay  in  specie,  I  always  added,  "or 
the  equivalent  of  specie,"  because  specie-pay- 
ing bank  notes  are  equivalent  to  specie.  Un- 
der the  resolution  of  1810,  vnrj  Hiistg  was 
passed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as 
cash.  And  why  did  we  allow  the  payment  of 
specie-paying  Ttank  notes  I  It  was  ror  the  sake 
of  convenience.  Bnt  it  was  not  sold  that  tiiey 
would  not  be  subject  to  loss.  There  was  dan- 
ger of  lom,  or  at  least  no  absolute  security ; 
and  the  some  may  be  said  of  specie  itself,  for 
that  may  be  counterfeited.  My  argomest  was 
this :  that  the  paper  of  ^>ecie-paying  banks 
was  received  and  paid,  valuing  it  as  a  constant 
equivalent  to  specie ;  and  this  is  founded  on  the 
fact  that  specie-paying  bank  paper  ts  the  repre- 
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sentative  of  q>ecie,  having  that  which  it  repre- 
sents always  at  command. 

But  I  am  glad  of  one  thing :  that  the  gentle- 
man does  not  deny  what  I  sud  in  re^tect  to 
his  beimf  in  flavor  of  a  Government  paper  cur- 
rency ;  bnt,  on  the  contrary,  has  confirmed  it 
If  this  is  not  the  tendency  of  the  dootrioe  of 
State  itebts,  it  is  the  result  of  the  dodxine  <^ 
him  ana  Us  fHends ;  all  tends  to  a  Qovemment 
paper,  a  Qovemment  bank.  He  is  for  a  Gov^ 
emment  paper,  and  I  go  against  it 

I  do  not  see  that  Government  pays  In  specie 
any  the  less  because  it  uses  the  agency  of  the 
bulks.  For  twenty  years  ve  have  paid  in 
specie,  or  its  equivalent,  and  have  need  the 
banks  as  our  agents,  and  we  use  them  now. 
The  gentleman  says  he  will  have  nothing  to  do 
with  baak  paper.  But  what  says  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  f  Does  he  not  say  that  he  will 
receive  bank  notes ;  and  has  it  not  been  pro- 
claimed as  a  great  merit  in  the  Administration 
that  they  do  reo^ve  them  t  Does  the  gentle- 
mau  sappose  that  specie  is  now  paid  on  goods 
imported  t  I  understand  just  the  reverse,  and 
ibat  the  merohant's  check  ie  received  for  his 
bond ;  and  tiits  is  justly  oon^dered  aa  eqnivfr* 
lent  to  specie.  Therefore,  if  tliese  Trnsur^ 
notes  were  sold  la  New  York,  the  merchant 
would  give  his  check  for  them. 

The  gentieman  seems  to  compIiUn  that  I  did 
not  answer  his  case  of  A,  B,  0.  It  was  thus, 
as  I  understood  it :  He  supposed  three  farmers 
of  equal  credit,  but  the  Government  saya  It 
will  receive  the  paper  of  O.  If  that  were  the 
case,  I  shoold  say  it  i^onld  be  a  very  foolish 
and  uneqnal  law.  But  if  be  had  put  it  in  the 
caso  of  O  that  his  paper  was  oonvertible,  <m 
demand,  to  ^>eeie,  and  tlii^  the  vaper  <tt  tlie 
other  two  was  not,  he  wotdd  then  nave  a  paral- 
lel case,  end  it  might  be  an  advantam  to  0  to 
give  his  paper  this  respectability.  But  that  is 
not  the  object.  The  great  object  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is.  and  ought  to  be,  the  accommodation 
of  the  public ;  and,  if  there  is  an  incidental 
benefit,  that  can  be  no  ol^ection,  but  a  reonn- 
mendation.  But  the  object  is  to  accommodate 
the  public  and  the  Government 

Hr.  OiLBovN  wi^ed  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood, that  he  did  not  carry  his  ideas  of  the 
Government  ntAng  its  own  credit  beyond  the 
temporary  wante  of  the  Treasnty,  and  the  con- 
venient management  of  its  fiscal  oonoems. 

If  he  did  not  oenmre  the  Administratis  for 
receiving  the  notes  of  8pecie>paying  banks,  it 
was  because  he  beKeved  that  the  laws  left  no 
discr^on ;  but,  with  his  opinion,  if  he  were 
the  Ohief  Ma^strate,  and  believed  that  he  had 
a  discretion  whether  to  receive  such  notes  or 
not,  he  would  not  permit  a  dollar  of  bank  p^wr 
to  be  received.  There  was  a  heavy  responsi- 
bility somewhere.  We  are  renewing  our  con- 
nection with  the  banks,  when  it  waa  admitted 
that  a  shock  must  again  follow  at  no  distant 
day,  unices  some  measure  waa  adopted  to  pre* 
vent  it  He  fatted  gentlemen  woiud  Mag  for- 
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ward  their  plans  for  preventiDg  it,  so  that  they 
ai^t  be  dalj  oonddered. 

Ifr.  FBumir  would  rive  hia  assent  in  no 
A«pe  or  tcxm  to  the  estaoUshmeDt  of  the  repo- 
A^bed  and  omtineutal  8;fstein  of  paper  mon^. 
Be  ^oold  meet  the  crisis  boldly,  and  not  se^ 
to  bide  the  matter  under  the  garb  of  a  rtf-btiM 
o£  Treasury  notes.  This  bankrupt  state  of  the 
Treasury  uust  have  been  known,  or  at  least 
lineseen.  The  sales  of  the  public  lands  had 
almost  entirely  ceased ;  the  revenae  from  the 
eostoms  was  dried  up.  Why,  then,  were  the 
States  not  called  on  far  the  restoration  of  the 
d^oaitst  He  would  answer,  that  the  peo|>le 
■dght  not  have  their  eyes  opened  to  sCTutinue 
the  emduct  of  the  present  Administration; 
ttiat  AdmfailBbration  whleh  had  promised  so 
mneh  in  the  wsy  retrmohment  and  reform, 
and  dona  so  litue  1  That  ezphiined  the  parti- 
ality Ibr  Treasory  issues,  that  splendid  finanoial 
operation,  which  made  money  for  the  OoTem- 
ment  by  the  skill  of  the  engraver ;  the  object 
of  whidi  was  to  conceal  from  the  people  tiie 
state  of  embarrassment  which  misrule  had 
luoo^t  upon  them.  It  would  appear  that 
when  we  got  out  of  money,  all  we  had  to  do 
was  to  send  to  New  York ;  a  litUe  steel,  and 
copper,  and  ink,  were  the  only  ingredients  ne- 
cessary for  the  issue,  as  the  people  had  already 
forgotten  the  Oommonwealth  P^r  of  the  Rev- 
olution and  the  amimat*  of  Fraooe.  What 
was  the  object  d  aU  tlilfl,  but  to  briiw  the 
people  by  dMpreea  to  the  ad<»>tion  of  a  Treas- 
ury Bank,  Mr.  P.  dmied  the  OMUtitutiaskal 
right  of  Oongreas  to  ishie  Inlls  of  oredit,  and 
for  so  high  a  rig^t  as  that  he  wtmld  dalm  the 
ts^rmpovBer  ;  we  had  the  ri^t  to  tax,  and  to 
borrow,  and  the  enumeration  of  these  wwen 
showed  clearly  that  the  rigbt  to  issue  bills 
credit  was  not  in  the  grant. 

Hr.  OKnTKNoro  opposed  the  bill,  on  the 
Iptmnd  that  this  mode  «  raidog  money  led  to 
•xbraTagant  issues,  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
dlsoouraged.  In  three  years  this  A^inistra- 
tion,  with  the  cry  of  retrent^iment  and  r^orm, 
had  spent  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and 
now  g»Te  out  an  tmergetuff."  If  tiiia  were 
to  ooBnmM,  and  the  pec^  ealled  on  for  t«i 
nHUoBS  erny  fbw  mmithB,  the  soooor  the  Ad- 
mixMration  was  In  tiie  bills  of  mortality  the 
better  1  Kothing  could  onre  it  but  keeping  it 
from  the  money. 

Mr.  Bbows.  The  Senator  ftom  ICassochu- 
aetts  spoke  of  the  d^redated  condition  of 
Treasury  notes,  and  contrasted  them  with  the 
notes  of  the  banks,  groatiy  to  the  advantage 
of  tiie  latter.  One  of  the  arguments  of  that 
gentiwnan,  predicated  on  this  assnmptioo,  was, 
niat  Treasury  notes  should  not  be  offered  to 
the  or«ditors  of  the  Government,  but  tiiat  they 
shonld,  at  all  times,  have  the  option  of  receiv- 
es gMd  and  aUver,  or  tlieir  equlvalenta.  An- 
oAer  bmorablo  gentleman,  distinguished  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Ctoosition,  took  ocoadon  the 
otiMT  day  to  sur,  that  tiie  notes  <a  tlie  GoTom- 
mnt  ware  taferior  in  ralne  to  those  ot  the 
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Bank  of  the  United  States.  How  be  (ilr. 
happened  to  have  in  hia  possession  astatemn^ 
which  ooudnrively  established  the  contnn. 
He  saw  in  the  Price  Ooirent  of  New  Yoo, 
datad  the  15th  of  this  month,  tiut  tbe;  bd 
sold  at  par  in  the  notes  of  banks  whidi  ¥« 
rederaned  in  spede ;  and,  tbere&n^  thqr  w« 
equivalent  to  specie. 

At  the  very  time  that  the  gentieman  ottenil 
the  remark  that  the  l^easury  notes  were  is- 
ferior  to  tiioee  of  the  Bank  c£  the  Zmi-i 
States,  the  latter  were  four  or  fire  per  m. 
below  par,  when  the  former  were  above,  or 
equal  to  it.  He  found,  also,  by  the  same  pcper, 
that  in  the  city  of  PhiladelpMa,  Inmrj  wa 
8(dd  at  &i  per  cent^  advance.  Now  Uienini 
that  difference  between  the  current  notei  rf 
I^^iladdphia  and  apede ;  and  tberrfcr^  it  ilat 
^ace,  the  Treaaory  notes  were  equal  to  i|iwl 
He  took  the  occasion  to  say  that  these  crnn 
and  misrepresentations  were  of  a  poece  li^ 
many  others  that  duly  went  out  from  tin 
body.  One  of  the  great  objects  of  s  ceitib 
political  party  seemed  to  be  to  assault  and  de- 
stroy the  credit  and  character  of  tiie  Gonn- 
ment  of  the  United  States ;  and  while  tk^  did 
that,  the^,  in  the  same  breath,  soo^t  to  devite 
the  credit  and  character  of  the  Bank  of  tbe 
United  States.  Such  aaaanlta  wero  sot  auj 
ag^nst  the  oredit  and  character  of  the  Gonn- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  but  tk; 
agunst  the  honor  and  character  of  tbe  peoHt 
<tf  the  United  States;  for  the  people  uAm 
Govmunent  were  Idoitified,  both  in  endit  ■> 
in  character ;  and  their  peonniaiy  and  poliw 
interests  were  indissolubly  oonnwted  togedxr- 

No  man  was  more  averse  to  an  extn^i^ 
expwditnre  of  the  public  money  thin  be  ^ 
Ho  was  one  oi  that  schotd,  who  belicTcd  tail 
a  ri^d  and  judicious  economy,  in  the  mup- 
ment  uf  the  public  finances,  was  esseii^» 
the  preservation  of  oor  inetitutiona.  Bnt^ 
Government  was  embarrassed,  and  that  oebH' 
rassment  was  brought  about,  not  by  itt 
acts,  but  by  a  great  moneyed  power,  ictiDg  ■ 
concert  with  a  oertun  political  party,  wliw 
only  }iopn  oi  ssooeea  rested  in  deittefiac  ^ 
credit  of  the  Government,  and  drying  np  w 
rewHuoea  and  commeroe  of  tbw*  coasti;.  » 
was  one  of  a  series  of  actions,  put  into  opin- 
tion  for  several  years  past,  to  arrest  tbe  fioiiKw 
operations  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  Journals  of  both  Hoiuh 
of  Congress  might  be  Yery  safely  appealea  to.  * 
showhig  that  the  opposition  to  PrBadeot  Jk»- 
son's  administiratlon  had  almost  lUuM 
favfM^  a  proftise  and  extravagant  e^i"l>^ 
of  the  public  money.  When  he  had  first  ttfw 
his  seat  in  that  body,  which  was  at  tbftj^ 
session  oS  Gongreas  after  the  late  Fns«K 
oame  into  office,  he  had  found  tiie 
which  was  mainly  ocmipoeed  of  tbe  w 
loan  System  party,  ahnoat  onifonnlr  ^ 
and  voting  for  the  most  wasteful  appmpnau^ 
of  the  pnblto  money.  There  was  no  sjm 
of  pensioning,  however  great  the  chsrgs  vuf 
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it  was  likely  to  bring  on  the  Treasnry,  that 
did  not,  in  the  majn,  meet  their  favor  and  sap- 
port  There  was  no  object  of  internal  im- 
prorement,  however  improper  and  oncoDStita- 
lional,  that  It  did  not  find  from  them  a  warm 
.synnwtiiy  and  ready  advocacy.  They  were, 
in  tne  main,  as  a  puty,  the  snpporters  of  the 
great  project  for  a  nattonal  road  from  Bnflblo 
to  New  Orleaiu,  the  cost  of  which  was  esti- 
mated at  from  fifteen  to  twenty  millions  of 
dollars.  It  was  this  proflise  system  of  extrav- 
agance, which  at  that  day  found  bo  much 
fiivor  with  the  Opposition,  that  led  to  the 
memorable  veto  of  Preudent  Jackson,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Haysville  road  bill;  at 
which  time  bills  were  pending  before  Oon- 
gresB  for  various  projects  of  internal  improve- 
ment, the  estimated  cost  of  wliich  was  loively 
upwards  of  one  handred  millions,  and  which 
were  mostly  arrested  by  that  memorable  deci- 
tAon  of  the  President,,  and  the  pnUie  Treasnry 
saved  fhsm  a  system  of  the  most  wastefhl 
prodigality.  It  was  tme,  that  when  some  sor- 
pltis  had  b^n  to  aecnmnlate  in  the  Treasury, 
and  a  plan  for  distribution  among  the  States 
had  been  formed,  the  laogaoge  of  economy  had 
sometimes  been  heard  from  that  quarter.  It 
was  a  mneh  more  rapid  and  expeditious  way 
of  operating  on  pnblio  opinion,  to  act  on  entire 
States,  than  by  the  slower  and  more  detailed 
plan  of  acting  on  sections,  by  granting  appro- 
priations for  roads,  rivers,  tbo.  Hence  this 
change,  in  his  opinion,  in  the  plan  of  the  Oppo- 
sition and  American  System  party.  In  this 
point  of  view  be  had  always  regarded  the 
possession  of  a  snrplns  more  as  a  source  of  weak- 
ness than  of  patronage  to  those  in  power.  By 
the  deztemna  use  which  the  Oppo^tion  had 
heen  disposed  to  make  of  It,  it  nad  lieen  in 
reality  tamed  against  the  Administration,  and 
had  been  a  source  of  patronage  to  those  out 
of  power,  to  lud  their  designs  in  obt^ning 
power. 

Mr.  B.  said,  therefore,  on  a  review  of  the 
whole  course  and  policy  of  the  two  great 
political  parties  in  this  country,  that  no  im^- 
tial  mind  could  fail  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion, 
that  the  policy  of  the  late  and  present  Ad- 
ministrations had,  by  favoring  a  rednetion  of 
duties,  and  restricting  appropriations  for  inter- 
nal improvements,  greatly  {nromoted  eoooomy 
in  the  public  expenditure,  in  comparison  wlut 
the  qrstom  of  extravagance  which  would  have 
prevailed  if  ^e  policy  of  the  Opposition  had 
succeeded.  It  was  not  for  those  who  had  in* 
trodaced  and  established  an  exorbitant  system 
of  duties  and  taxes,  by  which  loive  and  nnne- 
oenary  sanu  were  brought  into  the  Treasury, 
to  reproach  others  with  extravagance. 

Mr,  Wbioht  said  it  was  not  necessary  to 
take  np  the  time  of  the  Senate  by  answering 
aH  the  misrepresentations  which  had  been 
made.  Some  of  them  were  well  understood, 
and  wontd  be  easily  corrected.  For  instance, 
we  have  bean  told,  said  he,  that  ten  m]lU<Hia 
of  debt  were  ewtraoted     the  Un  ctf  the  extra 
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sesdon,  and  that  ten  millions  more  were  asked 
for  now.  Now  every  gentleman  knew  that 
ten  millions  could  not  be  exceeded,*  and  that 
not  one  dollar  of  Treasury  notes  could  be 
issued  under  this  bill,  except  to  supply  the 
place  of  a  note  that  bad  been  redeemed  and 
cancelled.  With  referraoe  to  the  amendment 
propodng  to  lednoe  the  Issue  of  Treasury  notes 
to  two  millions,  he  wonld  observe  that  there 
were  the  expenditures  under  the  General  Ap- 
propriation and  Kavy  bills  to  be  provided  for, 
and,  in  addition  t<f  that,  a  bill  to  meet  the 
expense  of  the  Florida  war  mast  soon  be 
expected  here;  wd  from  infoimotaon  they  had, 
at  least  two  millions  had  been  expended  on 
that  object  alone,  and  dra^  to  a  la^  amonnt 
for  that  service  were  wilting  here  for  the 
necessary  appropriations  to  pay  them. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  for  the  purpose  of  answer- 
ing the  question  how  the  Treasury  came  to  be 
at  present  ont  of  money.  He  should  be  able 
to  answer  that  question  ont  of  the  book,  and 
in  each  a  way  that  there  should  not  be  a  man, 
woman,  or  child,  in  the  country  but  would  be 
able  to  understand  it.  It  was  because  &a 
Congress  of  1886  distributed  among  the  States 
not  only  the  surplus,  but  nine  millions  of 
appropriated  moneys.  [Mr.  B.  here  read  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  show- 
ing this  fact.] 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  1795,  every  appro- 
priation  made  by  Congress  must  remain  two 
years  to  be  applied  to  the  object  for  which 
it  was  appropriated,  and  then,  if  not  ^plied 
for,  it  was  to  go  into  the  surplus  fund,  when 
the  bill  of  18S6  was  passed,  thia  polioy  of  the 
Government  was  violated,  and  it  took  all  the 
money  in  the  Treasury  on  a  oertaia  day, 
whether  it  was  appropriated  or  not  The 
distribation  was  peremptory  on  that  head,  and 
divided  the  money,  not  that  which  remained 
after  answering  the  appropriations,  but  HaA 
which  was  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of 
January.  The  stave-off  policy  was  pursued 
then,  as  now,  and  it  was  midsummer  before 
the  appropriation  biU  was  passed,  and  there- 
fore, as  he  stated,  there  was  a  recapture  of 
the  appropriations.  He  denounced  the  recap- 
ture at  the  time,  and -at  the  ensuing  sesuon, 
when  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treu- 
nry,  Ehowiog  that  $9,646,000  bad  hem  reou>- 
tnred,  he  culol  for  the  objects  for  wfakh  the 
appropriations  thus  recaptnred  had  been  madc^ 
aod  a  detailed  statement  was  made  by  the 
Secretary  expldiung  them.  These  facts  were 
known  to  every  gentleman  here,  notwithstand- 
ing it  is  represented  to  the  people  that  the 
Treasury  is  destitute  in  consequence  of  extrava- 
gance. If  he  had  known  that  these  statements 
would  have  been  made,  he  would  have  pro- 
vided himself  with  the  docnmenl,  and  shown 
the  portion  of  these  appropriations  that  bad 
been  recaptxired.  These  Treasury  notes  were 
now  wanted  to  pay  for  them.  He  took  his 
stand,  (Mr.  B.  said,)  with  five  oe  six  others, 
against  this  Distrib&tion  bill,  and  he  now  eon- 
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gratol&ted  himself  that  be  had  done  BO.  Thecon- 
aeqnences  resnlting  from  this  bill  bad  shown  that 
he  was  right  He  said  at  the  time  that  it  was 
nn  illusion;  that  there  was  no  monej;  that 
it  was  all  bank  credits,  that  wonld  vanish  into 
nothing  as  soon  as  the  banks  were  called  upon. 
He  remembered  a  former  occasion,  when  all 
this  song  of  a  anrplos  was  sun^  in  the  same 
key,  and  ended  Terj  much  m  the  same 
manner.  Wlien  he  came  into  Congress,  in  Ur. 
Uohroe^s  time,  we  had  an  income  of  for^  nil- 
liona,  and  a  anrplos  of  nin^milliona,  and  in  the 
next  there  was  not  a  dollar — no  recapture. 
In  the  first  year  he  was  here,  eight  millions 
were  borrowed,  and  that  too  within  a  year 
after  Mr.  Monroe  bad  called  on  Congress  to 
know  what  to  do  with  the  surplus. 

Mr.  Tallmadob  recollected  the  word  '*  bam- 
hooztedj"  It  had  been  quoted  by  the  Senator 
as  often  in  1886  as  to-day,  and  was  a  kind  of 
catch  phrase  used  for  political  effect  Mr.  T. 
contended  that  if  tbe  deposit  law  had  gone 
Into  operation  as  originally  intended,  all  the 
present  dlsastera  wonld  have  been  avoided. 
The  Senator  fhnn  Missouri  has  told  m  that 
he  was  prond  he  was  one  of  the  dx  that  had 
stood  np  agtdnst  that  measure,  and  that  he  had 
warned  gentlemen  at  the  time  that  it  would 
destroy  the  banks.  It  so  happened  that  two 
of  the' cashiers  of  banks  of  New  York  bad  told 
him  to  take  the  money  out  of  their  hands,  and 
deposit  it  with  the  States,  and  that  conversa- 
tion was  what  induced  him  to  m^e  a  propo- 
sition to  that  effect.  It  was  well  known 
the  President  s^d  he  would  veto  such  a  bill ; 
and  with  this  threat  of  tbe  veto  over  onr 
heads,  the  bill  was  not  passed  as  originally 
drafted.  If  it  had,  we  should  now  have  had 
any  money  that  we  might  have  wanted,  had  It 
not  been  for  Exeontive  interference.  If  this 
act  had  not  been  passed,  which  arrested  tbe 
eight  or  nine  millions  that  the  Senator  moke 
olV  where  w^oold  the  gentleman  now  have 
been  if  his  magnificent  schemes  of  fortifications 
had  been  carried  out  ?  If  the  report  sent  in 
by  Secretary  Cass  had  not  bad  the  effect  to 
arrest  this  extravagant  appropriation,  instead 
of  now  being  called  on  for  ten  millions,  we 
should  be  required  to  give  twenty  or  thirty 
millions. 

Mr.  CsiTTBSDSir  said  he  did  not  understand 
ho^  this  nine  millions  was  recaptured, 

Mr.  Bknton.  Here  take  the  book  and  read  it 
'  After  some  remarks  fnm.  Mr.  OmTraNDSH, 

Hr,  BisToir  M^d  he  meant  to  apeak  oat  <^ 
tihe  book,  inasmuch  as  the  Senator  ftom  New 
Tork  (Mr.  Taluudoe)  had  denied  that  ihe 
cUstribution  act  had  contributed  to  the  snspen- 
edon  of  the  banks,  and  gave  as  bis  authority 
information  derive>d  f^om  gentlemen  who  were 
directors  of  two  of  the  New  York  banks.  Now 
he  had  a  report  made  by  Hr,  Albert  Gallatin, 
and  others,  at  a  convention  of  the  city  of  New 
Tork  banks,  and  as  that  report  was  made  for 
all  of  them,  the  two  banks  alluded  to  by  tbe 
Senator  mnst  have  been  of  the  number.  The 


report  was  made  before  a  meetrng  of  all  the 
banks  of  tbe  city,  and  approved  of  tba 
whole  of  them. 

Now  here  was  an  enameration  of  the  cansei 
which  produced  a  stoppage  of  the  New  York 
banks.  Four  causes  were  given ;  and  one  of 
them  was  the  simultaneons  withdrawal  of  tbe 
public  deposits,  etc.  Now,  what  caused  tin 
withdrawal  of  the  public,  deports!  It  ni 
caused  by  the  distribution  acLand  not  ^  tht 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  This  is  what  be 
asserted ;  and  he  was  supported  in  the  sKe^ 
tion  by  all  the  banks  <a  New  York.  Kou 
of  the  extravagant  ^propriations  were  mo- 
tioned in  the  report  of  the  New  York  buki 
His  fortification  Dill  was  not  mentioned;  ai 
even  tbe  Specie  Circular  was  not  thoogbt  d 

Mr.  CALHoim  said  that  the  necessitj  U 
passing  the  Deposit  act  of  1836  was  bo  impe- 
rious, and  its  benefits  so  manifest,  that  it  re- 
quire but  little  to  be  said  in  its  TindicatioD. 
Such  was  the  urgency,  that  it  Is  wdJ  loon 
many  who  were  disinclined  to  the  bkh- 
ure,  felt  compelled  to  give  it  thor  rdDctut 
support,  as  the  only  posdble  means  of  extmt- 
ing  tbe  country  from  overwhelming  ffifficuldes, 
and  of  saving  any  portion  of  tlie  immemt  so- 
pins  that  had  accumulated  in  the  TreasDTT.n' 
which  was  still  daUy  augmenting.  If  tbm 
had  been  no  other  argument  in  its  favor,  the 
one  which  is  so  clearly  stated  and  fomUf 
urged  in  the  late  report  of  the  Fioance  C<b- 
mittee  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat,)  was  all-suffident.  Bit 
document  dearly  proves,  as  was  urged  it  tbe 
time,  that  a  vicious  circle  had  been  formed 
from  the  deposit  banks  to  the  speculaton  u 
land,  and  from  them  to  the  land  offices,  m 
thence  ^un  to  the  banks ;  by  which  wSScs 
of  millions  of  the  cb<^cest  portiou  ^ 
pnUlo  domain  wer^  at  every  re^rfoti^ 
passed  from  the  people  to  the  specaUtorf  m 
worthless  bank  notes.  EveiT  time  tbe  vb^ 
went  round  the  surplus  was  UHveased,  and  tbe 
capacity  for  another  and  more  sweeping  n^o- 
lution  augmented  in  the  aame  proportH^ 
The  Deposit  act,  by  witlidrawing  tlie  fo"*^ 
ii-om  the  banks,  and  placing  them  in  the 
keeping  of  the  States,  cut  and  destrojeJ  w 
circle,  and  broke  down  the  spccnlatioa; 
if  it  had  continued  another  year  unchectw, 
wonld  have  transferred  most  of  tlie 
lands  worth  having  from  the  GovernmeDtto 
those  whom  the  banks  might  choose  to 
ignate.  It  did  more:  it  saved  tbe 
amount  which  was  withdrawn  from  the  bu^ 
and  safely  deporited  with  the  States,  miu^ 
which,  without  it,  most  necessarily  have  W 
lost. 

But  we  are  told  that  tbe  withdrawal  of 
ftinds  from  the  banks  was  the  caoBeoftbeas- 
pension  of  speciepayment  That  tbe  mW''* 
which  it  was  done  accelerated  that  event, » 
did  not  doubt ;  hut  it  was  idle  and  P«P«2 
ons  to  suppose  that  the  suspension  vom  »■ 
have  taken  place  without  it  Iheappw"""' 
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cause  of  that  was  the  indebtedness  of  the 
banks  berond  their  means  of  payment ;  and 
the  withdrawal  of  the  deposits  so  far  firom  cod- 
tribating  to  itslnorease,  was  the  most  effootual 
measure  tliat  could  be  devised  to  arrest  its 
fiirtber  progreaa. 

Bat  we  are  also  told  that  it  is  the  oanae  of 
the  jvesent  embarrassment  of  the  Treaatuy,  and 
that  if  we  oonld  oommand  the  dspodta  with  the 
States,  wo  shoald  have  ample  means.  That  is 
tme ;  but  he  did  not  regard  it  ao  evil.  It  is, 
OD  the  contrary,  a  great  good,  and  one  in- 
tended by  the  passage  of  the  act  In  the 
midst  of  the  vast  profusion  of  means,  which 
the  now  expiring  protective  tariff  ponred  into 
the  Treasnrj,  the  Government  had  lost  all  con- 
ception of  economy  and  accoantabilitj. 

He  foresaw  the  evil,  and  recommended,  some 
years  since,  in  a  report  on  Executive  patronage, 
the  measure  now  compl^ned  of^  as  the  only 
eflbctoal  remedy  for  tne  great  and  growing 
danger.  He  then  saw  eilMrir  that  noUiing 
conid  reach  the  evil,  bnt  the  withdrawal  (uf  the 
mrplna  revmne,  which  eoold  <nily  be  efiboted 
by  placing  it  in  the  costody  of  the  States. 
This  the  deposit  act  did,  and  its  operation  now 
begins  to  tell.  The  Government  can  no  l<mg- 
er  indnlge  in  boundless  exbttvaganoe.  It  most 
economize. 

Among  those  who  had  resisted  extravagant 
appropriations,  he  had  constantly  stCK)d;  and 
he  now  gave  notice,  that  he  wo^d  support  no 
party  that  did  not  make  economy  and  aocount- 
abllity  a  leading  ardcle  in  their  creed  and 
praoUce.  They  were  essenUal  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  froQ  institntions.  He  regarded  fifteen 
millions  annually  as  ample  for  the  anppcnt  <^ 
the  Government,  under  ordinary  eircumstanoes. 
He  believed,  indeed,  that  it  might  be  wdl  ad- 
ministered for  three  millions  less,  allowing  for 
the  navy  five  or  Ax  millions  annually.  Hr. 
Uonroe^s  administration,  which  was  ohaised 
with  extravagance,  did  not  average  more  ^an 
ten,  dedoctiog  the  payment  on  the  national 
debt,  although  the  pensions  then  were  nearly 
as  great  as  at  present. 

Mr.  O.  said  that  his  colleague  had  made  an 
objection  against  the  constitutionality  of  this 
biU,  which  he  deemed  proper  to  notice.  It  was 
a  role  with  him,  where  the  constitution  is  sup- 
posed to  be  inTolred,  to  bestow  his  serious  con- 
dderation  befbre  ]te  acted;  and,  if  he  saw 
reasons  to  doubt,  not  to  give  hts  assent.  He 
had  compUod  with  the  rnle  in  this  oase^  and  the 
result  was  a  dear  conviction  that  the  bill  was 
constitntionid.  The  right  had  been  exercised 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Government, 
without  being  before  questioned :  and,  aeotwd- 
ing  to  his  coQception,  came  vithm  the  powers 
expressly  granted  to  Congress  to  borrow  money, 
which  meant  neither  more  nor  less  than  to 
raise  supplies  on  the  public  credit  Interest 
was  not  essential  to  borrowing ;  and  it  would 
he  ridiculous  to  suppose  tliat  the  framers  of  the 
oonstituljon  intraded  to  authorize  the  raising 
si^plies  with  interest,  and  to  pn^Ut  ft 
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without  it  He  denied  that  Treasury  notes  were 
biUs  of  credit  in  any  proper  sense  of  those 
terms.  They  were  intended  to  raise  sup- 
plies to  meet  a  temporary  deficit  in  the  Treas- 
ury, and  were,  in  fact,  nothing  more  tiian 
means  <tf  anti^tating  the  revuine. 

His  cdleagne  is  the  stnnnons  adrooate  of 
the  j(dnt  rnolntion  of  1816,  which  authorizes 
the  o(Alection  ot  Hie  pnblio  does  in  the  notes 
of  the  specie-paying  banks,  and  has  no  scruples 
as  to  the  right  of  collecting  in  the  notes  of 
banks  that  do  not  pay  specie.  Kow,  no  one 
will  deny  that  to  sutnorize  the  receipt  of  bank 
notes  in  tlie  dues  of  the  Government,  is  virtu- 
ally  to  endorse  on  each  note  that  it  shall  be 
received  in  the  pnblio  dues;  or  that,  if  the 
Government  had  the  right  to  do  the  one,  it  had 
the  right  to  do  the  other.  Nor  will  it  be 
denied,  that  if  the  Government  has  the  ri^t  to 
write  on  the  hack  of  a  bank  note,  that  it  will 
be  reoeived  in  the  pnUio  does,  it  has  an  equal 
right  to  write  the  same  on  a  luaok  {deoe  of  pe^ 
per,  <»-,  which  is  the  same  thing;  to  make  a 
Treasury  note.  The  troth  is,  that  to  anthmize 
bank  notes  to  be  received  in  the  pnblio  date,  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  to  make  them,  to 
that  extend  Treasury  notes,  and  is,  pro  tan<#, 
as  much  the  making  and  issuing  snon  notes  as 
if  done  on  a  separate  piece  of  ^wer. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Teas. — ^Heasrs.  Allen,  Brown,  Baduoan,  Calhoan, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grandy,  Hnb- 
bard.  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Moaton,  Nicho- 
las, Niles,  Norrell,  Rerce,  Route,  BoUnson,  Seviw, 
Smith  of  Goimectlcut,  Strange,  Trotter,  WQUtms, 
Wright,  and  Toang--2T. 

Kats.— Mflssn.  Cl^  of  Kentucky,  C^ytou,  Crit- 
tendsn,  Davl^  HcEesn,  HerrkA,  Frestan,  Bobbins, 
^penoB,  Swift,  TSnmadge,  Webster,  and  White— 18. 


HOVSB  or  BEFBKSESTTATITEB. 
Satdkdat,  Hay  19. 
The  Hon.  Lisy  Bakes,  member  elect  from 
the  State  of  Virginia,  in  iixe  place  of  Mr.  Pat- 
ton,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  hia  seat, 

TUKBDAT,  J£by  29. 

The  Message  of  the  President  of  the  TTnlted 
States  in  relatitm  to  the  dwms  of  the  State  <rf 
Maine  for  iggroAooa,  fto.,  oommUted  on  her 
boundary,  was  taken  m>  on  its  refbrenoe. 

Hr.  £tai»  swd:  Tne  Messsge  refbrred  to 
d^ms  of  the  State  of  Maine  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  expenses  incurred  by  them  in  relation 
to  the  boundary,  bnt  that  he  considered  the 
least  important  qnestaon  for  oonsideration, 
Maine,  he  sud,  was  averse  to  the  ori^nal  prop- 
osition, which  was  made  on  the  SOth  of  April, 
18S8;  and  there  had  been  a  controversy 
between  the  General  and  State  Governments 
ever  since,  and  they  couid  never  agree,  but  the 
original  proposition  has  been  coupled  with  a 
hiffHj  otjeotionaUe  prind^  d-mrtytag  and 
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exploration.  It  went  to  limit  and  restrict  the 
commission,  and  instead  of  oHowing  them  to 
examine  and  mn  the  line  according  to  the 
treaty,  thej  would  be  compelled  to  run  a  line 
diffiffirent  from  that  heretofore  contended  for. 
Ther  would  be  allowed  to  depart  from  the  true 
north  line,  and  ran  a  line  westward,  whldi 
woald  be  in  effect  an  abandonment  Ot  all  the 
claims  mode  on  our  part.  Haine  iodsted  that 
the  ocmmission  should  not  be  restricted  hj  any 
tiling  bnt  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  because  it 
was  apparent  that  the  restrictions  proposed 
woald  all  operate  for  the  benefit  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  Government  of  Great  Britain  propos- 
ed that  the  commission  should  ascertun  a  point 
in  the  highlands,  which  divide  the  waters,  and 
it  would  inevitably  give  them  the  whole  terri- 
tory in  dispute,  for  the  commissioners  would 
oertunly  stop  at  the  only  point  where  they 
could  agree,  and  that  would  undonbtedly  be  a 
pdnt  wnth  of  Mars  HiU,  where  they  had  always 
Men  wiliing  tlie  line  ahonld  run.  He  went  into 
m  examination  of  Uie  terms  of  the  trea^,  and 
referred  to  rarioos  acts  of  parliament  and  proc- 
lamations, together  with  the  original  charters 
of  ite  provinces  of  Massachnsetta,  Qnebeo,  and 
Nova  Scotia,  and  contended  that  the  ori^nal 
boundary  of  Massachusetts,  (now  Haine,)  was 
upon  the  river  8t  Lawrence;  and  after  the  act 
of  Parliament  la  1784,  which,  he  contended, 
confirmed  and  recognized  the  bonndary  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  referred  to  the  north-west 
angle  of  that  province  as  the  starting  point  to 
run  the  boundary  of  Uaine,  and  from  that  time 
to  this,  the  SDj^e,  as  mentioned  in  the  treaty, 
had  been  fkil&  recognized,  and  veil  known. 
But  he  oljeoted  to  the  terms  of  the  oommission, 
that  fhey  omitted  altogether  to  take  that  atari- 
ins  point,  and  proposed  to  find  another  and  a 
A^ent  one ;  and  all  the  evidence  oont^ned 
In  charters,  treaties,  acts  of  Parliament,  and 
maps,  was  to  be  left  out  of  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Faikvikld  referred  to  and  read  several 
p^)er8  to  show  that  the  proposition  of  the 
American  Govenuuent  would  oe  favorable,  and 
that  it  was  agreed  in  the  conditions  that  the 
award  of  the  commission  should  be  final  and 
bindioff  upon  the  parties;  and  he  thought  it 
would  lead  to  a  jost  and  satisfactory  awara. 

llr.  OtrsBiNa  went  into  a  protest  agidnst  the 
terms  pn^osed  for  the  oommiauon,  and  said 
tiiat  Great  Biitidn  had  always  dedared  that 
ther  wonld  stop  sonUi  of  the  boundary  claimed, 
and  would  never  consent  to  go  fiurther  north 
than  Mars  Hill.  He  oonsidered  the  American 
proposition  was  an  entire  abandonment  of  the 
claims  of  this  country.  It  was  yieldins  to  the 
&lse  asanmpUon  that  there  were  no  such  high- 
lands as  were  described  in  the  treaty,  which 
were  to  be  reached  by  a  line  running  due  north 
from  the  north-east  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  This 
£ilse  assumption  had  been  made  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  by  consenting  to  the  proportion,  ^ur 
Government  would  yield  the  point,  because,  by 
oonsentins  to  ran  a  line  in  a  different  direction 
to  other  ta^[hlaadi,  it  would  anuede  that  no 


such  highlands  existed  as  were  mentioned  ii 
the  treaty.  Another  ol^ection  was  tfast  Gmt 
Britain  had,  in  the  n^otiatioos  of  1783,  and  in 
1814,  asserted  that  the  United  States  beld  iB 
their  lands  as  a  grantee,  and  could  bold  no  ter- 
ritory to  which  they  ooiild  not  show  a  titlt  bf 
deed.  This  ground  he  was  disposed  to  rent « 
&tal  andHGftlse,  involying  qneeUODS  (tf  boaadny 
wherever  oor  frontier  met  with  Hat.  U  Gnu 
Britain. 


WEoassDAT,  May  80. 
StpreaaUativei  Jrom  MiuUiippL 

Mr.  Gabland,  of  Louisiana,  swd  he  had  ton- 
nounoe  to  the  House  that  the  agreeable  ditr 
had  been  confided  to  him,  and  no  doubt  it  w» 
exti'emely  agreeable  to  a  large  porUon  of 
members  of  the  House,  that  the  people  of  ITn- 
siasippi  had  re-affirmed  the  electitHi  nude  I? 
themaelTes  in  November  last,  in  seadiiig  (at 
OKAXT  B.  FBEmss  and  Tbohu  J.  Womv 
their  representatives  in  the  26th  Oongrea 

Messrs.  Pbbktis8  and  Wobd  then  presott^ 
themselves  for  qnalification,  and  aatheSmni 
was  about  to  administer  the  oath — 

Mr.  PBBNTisa  said,  before  taking  the  (iith,be 
wished  to  state  bis  obiectioDS,.  Inongfai^oMd 
by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Missisnnii,  io 
election  lost  taken  place,  he  liimseif  did  bik 
believe  that  election  to  be  constitutional  ornt 
id.  In  taking  the  oath,  sir,  said  be,  I  shall  lib 
it  under  the  previous  election,  in  Koreidie 
last,  and  not  under  the  recent  one,  beeHiH,ii 
our  consoienoes,  we  do  not  believe  (he  IsUerts 
be  constitutional  or  Tolid. 

Seteititm  <if  CAd  Ttvmary  JS^teeU  Order. 

Ur.  Srields  called  fbr  tlie  rea^  of  tbeSl- 
lowing  resolntion : 

StBolvtdig  tie  Senate  and  ffotm  of  Stfraak- 
tiwe  of  the  United  SttUet  of  Amerieti  «  Ct^ 
a»eeti^Ud,Tba.t  itshaUnot  be  Uwflil  for  the  Stof 
tsTf  of  the  Treasury  to  make,  orto  eontfame  infotw, 
snygenend  order  vhich  shall  create  ^A'*''* 
between  the  different  branches  of  rerenne,  •>  uo* 
money  or  medium  of  payment  in  which  deblaorM 
oocndng  to  the  United  States  may  be  paidL 

Mr.  Boos  demanded  the  previooa  qoe^Mi: 
which  was  seconded,  iho  msin  qnestitm 
ed,  and  the  resolation  waa  ordered  to  t  tlun 

Mr?^ooir  said  he  wonld  content  Winsdf  wi* 
demanding  the  previous  qnestion. 

The  HoQse  seconded  the  demand,  «w  ^ 
main  question,  being  on  the  passage  of  the  reo- 
lution,  having  thns  been  ordered  thereon— 

The  yeas  and  nays  were — 

Teas.— Mmbm.  Adams,  Alexander,  Honm  iSa, 
John  W.  Anen,  Aaders(»,  A^xiffi,  Banfca,  Ban|< 
Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Boon,^riggs,  Bwl«« 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  William  B.  Oalhoim, 
boon,  William  B.  CampbelL  Caaey,  Chambert,  W 
man,  Cheatham,  ChlWa,  Chu*.  Cotwc,  Co^J"^ 
Cmy,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cuddng,  I>»*!^ii"ilr 
Dwiea,  DeGrafl;  Deanh,  DuBB,  Bdinidii^  B*"^ 
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rett,  EwiBg,  Falrfleld,  Richard  Flebdier,  FUlmore,  Gal- 
lup, Jamefl  Oariud,  BioB  Gariand,  OLaaoodc,  Gooda, 
WtUiam  Grabara,  (^mntUnd,  Graves,  Griffin,  Hatej, 
Hall,  Halatead,  Hamer,  Harian,  Haatipga,  Hawas, 
Ha^oea,  Henry,  Herod,  HoSbiao,  Hopluna,  Howard, 
Bobert  H.  T.  HuDter,  luehaiD,  Thomu  B.  Jackson, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Jocepb  Johnsoo,  Nathaniel  Jonea, 
Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingenamith,  Lesore.  lancolo, 
Loomis,  Hallory,  Marvin,  James  U.  Hwm,  Bamson 
Vason,  Uartin,  Uaury,  May,  Vaxwell,  Robert  Hc- 
Clellan,  McKennan,  Hercer,  Milligan,  Uitehell,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Calvary  Morru,  Murray,  Naylor, 
Koble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Parmenter,  Patterwn, 
Peek,  Peuiybacker,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pope,  Fotta, 
Pratt,  John  H.  PrentlsB,  Sergeant  8.  Pren^  Bari- 
den,  Bandolph,  Reed,  Beily,  Bencher,  Bidgway,  Rob- 
ertson, Bobinaon,  Runiaey,  Ruaiell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
Sbeffin,  Anguattne  H.  Shepperd,  Charies  Sbepard, 
Shields,  Blade,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  'Kllinghast,  Titua,  ToLsnd,  Underwood, 
Vanderreer,  Webster,  Albert  S.  White,  John  White, 
Elisba  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph  L.  WllliamB, 
Christopher  H.  WilHamfl,  Wise,  Word,  Worthington, 
Yell,  and  Yorke— IB*. 

Nats. — Measra.  Atherton,  Bonldn,  Cambreleng, 
Ctowney,  Coles,  Cnafamaii,  Dion^ode,  Dnocaii,  Far- 
rington,  Imac  Fletdwr,  ny,  Hatrison,  H(dt,  Babley, 
Keim,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  MeEay,  AbrwuunUcGlelhui, 
MoOlure,  Moore,  Puna,  Peb^en,  ItiTea,  Sheplor, 
^^encer,  ThoouB,  Tumey,  and  Jand  W.  WilliaiDa 
— 1». 


133  SEHTATB. 

Fridat,  Jane  1. 

Iowa  Territory — Motion  to  male  the  Tenure  of 
Judget  duritig  Good  Behavior — JRejeeUd  ie- 
eatue  the  ConttUution  doea  not  apply  to  Ter- 
ritoriet. 

The  Senate  took  np,  as  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  bill  to  divide  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
and  to  establish  the  Territorial  goTemment  of 
Iowa. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  making  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  judges 
daring  good  behavior,  instead  of  for  foar  years^ 
as  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  SsTiKB  opposed  the  motion,  and  spoke 
of  the  inconvenience  of  haring  officers  for  life, 
who  mast  be  continned  in  office,  no  matter  how 
nnqnalified,  nnless  thej  ooold  he  convicted  on- 
dw  an  impeachment,  which  was  ezneedin^y  dif- 
ficult to  be  done.  He  thon^  it  the  lafeMt 
practice  that  the  tenure  of  amoe  for  all  public 
servants  should  be  for  short  periods. 

Ur.  KoBVELL  said,  that  if  any  defect  or  incon- 
venience reaolted  from  the  tenure  of  good  be- 
havior, prescribe4  iu  this  bill  as  the  tenure  by 
which  the  judges  of  the  territory  of  Iowa  were 
to  hcAA  their  offices,  the  fanit  was  in  the  Oon- 
Btitntion  of  the  United  States.  Thefint  section 
of  the  third  article  of  that  inBtmment  provides 
that  "  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
^sll  be  v^ted  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in 
nuh  inferior  Courtt  at  the  Oonarem  may,  from 
timstotiaUfOrdaiamd  eUabMk.  Ihejodgea 
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both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts  thaU 
hold  tAtfir  p^^^ea  during  good  behaoiorj'^  The 
jndges  of  the  Territories  are  the  United  States 
Judges,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate, 
an^r  the  aathority  of  laws  of  the  United 
States.  If  they  are  not  United  States  judges, 
^ey  most  be  foreign  judges,  or  no  judges  at  all. 
In  the  government  of  the  North-  western  Terri- 
tory, the  first  Territorial  government  establish- 
ed by  the  United  States,  and  established  in  the 
same  year  in  which  the  conatitution  was 
framed,  a  provision  is  found  constituting  a 
court  of  three  judges ;  '*  and  their  oommisfflona 
shall  continue  in  force  during  good  behavior.** 
This  may  be  con^dered  a  oontempor&Qeous  in- 
terpretation of  the  constitutional  provision  in 
relation  to  the  tenure  and  character  of  the  Ju- 
dicial office  in  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  He  oonaidered  the  constitution  clear 
on  tliis  subject.  While,  therefore,  he  should, 
if  nnrestnuned  by  that  instrument,  be  tn  fitvor 
of  a  term  of  years,  instead  of  tiie  term  for  Ufa, 
he  could  not  oonient  to  vote  for  the  amoidmait 
which  proposed  to  limit  the  tenure  of  these 
Iowa  judges  to  four  years. 

ICesars.  Aixkk  and  Mobbib  opposed  the  mo> 
tion,  oontending  that  the  provision  in  the 
constitution  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  did  not  apply  to  the  Territories. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Olat,  of  Alabama,  was  lost, 
and  after  amendments,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engroflsed  for  a  third  reading. 


H0U8X  OF  BEPBB8ENTATIVS8. 
MosBAT,  June  4. 
Booit  for  Memben, 
Mr.  CosniNo  asked  lesve  to  o^  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution : 

Jiesoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Unit- 
ed Statea  be  authorized  and  directed  to  deliver  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  forty  copies,  and  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  BeprcsentaUres,  three  hundred 
and  AxXj  oopiei  tta  addition  to  the  number  he  is  now 
authorized  to  ^ver  to  dwse  offlcera)  of  the  1st  vol- 
ume of  the  4th  series,  now  published,  of  the  docu- 
mentary history  of  the  American  Revolution,  pub- 
lished by  Messrs.  Clark  and  Fcwoe;  and  that  he 
deliver  a  like  number  of  copies  to  each  of  tboaa 
offlcoa,  of  every  soeoeedii^  volume  of  that  wori^ 
aa  BOOQ  as  may  be  after  the  same  dialt  hare  been  de- 
livered  to  him  by  the  pnbUBbera. 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Geifc  of  tha 
Houae  of  Bepreaentativea  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
directed,  of  the  copies  so  fhmished,  to  distribute  one 
to  each  member  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  to  each  Territorial  delegate  of  the 
2Sd,  24th,  and  21Sth  Congresses,  who  are  not  entitled 
to  receive  the  same  under  some  former  act  or  reso- 
IiUion  of  Congress. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  C.  moved  a  so^ 
penuon  of  the  rales;  whioh  preTuled—flgrea 
104,  noes  not  counted. 

liie  rraolution  was  then  read  twioe,  and  the 
question  being  on  Its  engrossment, 

Mr.  BoHD  uked  tat  we  Toaa  and  naji ;  hot 
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fler^  In^mm  War,  tmd  Cktroie*  TrmOf  qf  1885. 


ihe  Hoose  refiued,  and  the  othn*  stage  iras 
passed  to^  and  the  residatkm  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Thubsdat,  June  7. 
Pre-emption  Bill. 

The  Senate  "  bill  to  grant  pre-emption  ri^ta 
to  aotaal  settlers,"  was  taken  up. 

The  Chaib  propounded  the  qaeation  on  the 
first  amendment,  proposed  by  the  Home  com- 
mittee on  the  pnbUo  lands,  which  was  to  except 
from  the  operadons  of  the  pre-emption,  the 
Miami  reserve  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  acquired 
\fj  treaty,  of  which  the  proolamatioa  was  made 
1^  the  Frendent  of  the  United  States  od  the 
S3d  of  December  last  ■ 

Mr.  Boon  swd  the  snl^eet  nndw  oonaidmitiim 
w«s  (me  of  very  deep  utoest  to  a  nnmeroas 
md  most  meritorioos  elass  ttf  dtisens  of  the  new 
States  and  Territories. 

Mr.  Goods  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
hj  granting  the  reserved  alternate  sections  at 
the  price  of  $3  60  per  acre,  on  the  Miami  canal 
line,  in  titat  State,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  except 
those  sections  now  settied  and  improved. 

Tlie  amendment  of  the  Hoose  committee  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hat  moved  an  amoidmuit  to  extend  the 
law  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  any  pet^ 
sens  who  m^  now,  <a  BbaU  hereafter,  ure 
lived  twelve  monUu  upon  the  pnbUo  landa. 

B7  general  oonsw^  the  biU  and  varions 
emeodments  pending,  were  all  wdered  to  be 
printed, 

X2r  SBITATE. 

Thubsdat,  Jane  7. 
Florida  Indian  ITor,  and  Cherokee  T^wty  of 
1886. 

On  motion  of  ISi  Wbioht,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  Honse  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  prevention  and  snpprcedon 
of  Indian  hostilities  for  18d8,  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  arrearages  in  1837. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  said :  I  had  indulged  the  h<me, 
and  still  indulge  it,  that  the  Senate  would  oe 
pomitted  to  act  promptiy  m  this  u^ropriap 
ttoa  bill,  withoat  oringmg  into  its  msooadon 
the  enmng  tomosof  the  fWida  and  Oherc^ee 
traaiies,  and  the  florida  war.  The  service  of 
Ae  ooanti7  and  the  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  at  this  time  snflbring  for  the  want  of 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  Drafts  amonnting  to 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  are  at  this  mo- 
ment pressed  upon  the  Treasury  of  the  country, 
and  cannot  be  discharged  till  we  pass  this 
hill.  The  citizens  of  the  country,  who  have 
given  full  and  £air  consideration  for  offidal 
and  legal  drafts  on  your  Treasury,  ought  not  to 
be  delayed  in  receiving  their  Just  dues. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  extreme  relootanee  that 
I  foe!  myietf  caUad  umn  to  tal»  some  notiee  <tf 
the  remarka  of  the  Senator  from  South  Oaro- 
Una,  (Mr.  Vanm.) 


The  gentieman,  with  his  nsasl  eloqtttoee, 
has  eulodoed  tiie  savage  chief  08eoli,msn*- 
lyfcffgemd  of  the  many  horrid  deedswmiAIei 
to  tiie  catastrophe  of  this  eztraOTdinary  nua. 
When  I  hear  Oseola  eulogized  on  the  fioortf 
this  Senate,  I  can  but  remember  the  treacbor 
of  this  much  indulged  man  to  his  friend  m 
beuefactqTi  the  lamented  General  Wiley  IliODip- 
son  of  Georgia,  with  whom  I  was  long  anociit. 
ed  in  public  life,  and  who  was  long  a  re^wcted 
member  of  the  other  branch  of  CoagrcM^ 
this  Uoodthirsty  Oseola,  not  only  umrderad 
General  Thompson,  but  was,  and  has  been,  dit 
principal  or^n  of  all  the  horr(MV<^tbe  Floridi 
war,  indiscnminately  levelled  against  CTcrj  i^t 
and  sex.  Sir,  if  I  foil  to  express  my  ^pitl? 
in  strahis  of  equal  eloquence  with  tiie  Saotv 
fhnn  SonUi  Garolina,  for  the  snffieringBiiftke 
deserving  portion  of  the  native  race,  I  TiQiMl 
yield  to  the  gentleman  my  claims  to  feelini^u 
refined,  enlarged,  and  sympathetic  for  t^lecai 
humanity,  even  when  a  savage  is  the  victiio. 

The  gentleman  lias  given  us  a  hlstorj  f& 
support  and  defence  of  ihe  Ohen^ee  trea^rf 
1885,  and  has  manifested  marked  zeal  utbc 
defence  of  my  State,  and  a  portion  of  itiinbrii: 
functionaries.   I  thank  him  kindl;f  forultbii 
vfduntary  service.   But,  we  find  nuoded  viA 
all  this  support  of  the  treaty,  and  nad  to 
it  faithfully  and  speedily  executed,  s  spirit  m 
bearing  in  the  remarks  of  thegeDtleaMn,wlii(i, 
to  my  mhid,  is  oaloulated  to  do  great  ia^ 
tioe  to  the  Admintstratifm  which  made  and  w 
sustained  this  treaty ;  as  well  asthefHnwa 
the  Administration,  who  have  borne  tbebeil 
and  burden  of  the  d^,  in  bringing  oar 
rel^fms  to  their  present  attitode. 

The  gentleman  reminds  me  of  whatlbm 
often  seen  in  the  course  of  a  life  not  * 
very  short  one,  that  is :  persons  ▼ocifwow'"* 
cause  after  the  victory  was  achieved,  and 
sons,  too,  who  stood  aloof  while  ttie  tsw 
raged.  I  will  never  permit  theSenitorfrj" 
South  Oarolina,  uncontested,  to  step  in 
1^  day,  and  carry  oflf  whatever  meed  ofpn« 
maybeduetoUtose  who  havestruffiledaolisi 
to  relieve  my  beloved  State  from  an  udias  \m 
latiom  Itruly  thank  him  for  all  his  kind  fteJBg' 
and  servioei  to  my  8t^  and  her  dti^ 
whether  private  or  publio  men.  But  aU  tM 
khidness  and  zeal  fat  my  State  and  ber  datis- 
gidshed  dtizena,  shall  not  induce  me  Bikntl^" 
acquiesoe  in  direct  or  indirect  oensnre,  whai  "J 
properly  oast  upon  me,  or  the  AdminiaWt''*  « 
the  Federal  Government  which  I  «'W<"J' .  1^ 

The  Cherokee  treaty  of  1885,  «fterallthri  » 
been  said  to  disparage  the  Government  aodw 
Indians  who  formed  it,  I  repeat,  ss  I  k«w 
done  before,  it  is  a  monument  of  the  nap* 
nimity  of  the  Govemmmt  on  we  iMe,  aiw» 
standing  record  of  the  honesty  aad  F 
triottsm  of  the  Ghendceea  who  negotiittd  1^ 

the  other  ^e.  ^, 
r  was  invited,  at  an  eariy d^, to  »di>> 
oommiviooer  in  the  emmtieo  of  tU^^^ 
and  have  be^  familiar  with  every  i»P"^ 
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transaction  uaoe,  vp  to  the  preseiit  day.  The 
SzeouUve  Government  has  imifonulj,  and  at 
all  times,  expressed  an  nnwavering  determina- 
tion to  carrj  oat  and  execute  the  tre^y,  with- 
out infriDgemeDt  or  change  of  its  provisions. 
It  has  as  uniformly,  constantly,  and  uncerely 
expressed  a  desire  to  disoharge  this  duty  in  a 
spirit  of  the  utmost  kindness  and  liberality  tow- 
ards the  Cherokee  people,  la  all  this  I  have 
ooDcorred  and  co-operated  with  the  Govern- 
ment. 

But  I  have  unlforraly  dissented  to  that  part 
of  the  poUoy  of  the  GovMnment  whioh  haiper* 
uitted  John  Boss  and  hia  ft^ower^  while  con- 
stantly protesting  against  the  validity  of  the 
treaty,  receiving  the  coon  ten  an  ce  and  courtesy 
which  they  have  done  frwn  the  Government.  I 
have  umfonuly  believed,  and  still  believe,  that 
the  best  and  safest  way  to  have  exeonted  this 
treaty  would  have  been,  from  the  first  kindly, 
but  firmly,  to  have  used  the  imperative  laoguage 
to  Boss  and  his  followers — ^to  have  said  the  argu- 
ment is  ezhoQsted  in  regard  to  the  'treaty — It 
mutt  be  executed.  I  believe  that  no  proposi- 
tions from  Boss  should  ever  have  been  enter- 
t^ned,  without  bdng  acoomponied  by  a  pledge 
to  cease  from  oU  q)poritioa  to  the  removal  ot  the 
Oherokeefl.  Bat  I  believe  this  difibrence  of 
o[dni<Hi  orinnoted  from  no  difference  of  object 
It  was  the  deure  of  all  to  execute  the  treaty  in 
that  manner  which  might  be  beat  for  all  the 
parties  in  interest 

On  taking  my  seat  in  the  Senate,  Ifoond  Boea 
and  his  del^ation  still  here,  memorializing 
Congress,  and  making  propositions  to  the  Exec- 
utive Government  In  the  month  of  Harcb,  I 
found,  from  information  derived  from  dif- 
erent  Bonrcea,  that  the  Executive  Government 
here  was  Btill  urged  by  gentlemen  in  high  official 
BtatioDs,  to  the  policy  of  conciliating  Bosa  by 
increased  liberality  in  mon^.  Amongst  oth- 
ers, X  will  read  an  extract  frwn  a  letter  of  Gov- 
ernor Gilmer  of  Georgia,  to  the  Seeretory  <tf 
War,  doted  Ifarch  6,  1888.  The  Governor 
says:  "The  best  informed  perwma  residing 
among  the  Cherokees  express  the  <^nion  that 
Boss  con,  if  he  wiU,  remove  his  people  at  once. 
To  avoid  the  great  expense  to  the  Government, 
and  to  preserve  the  lives  and  property  of  our 
citizens,  and  the  Indians,  which  may  be  sacri- 
ficed if  the  treaty  is  executed  by  force,  the 
Government  can  well  afford  to  pay  a  very  lib- 
eral price  for  the  voluntan'  and  immediate  re- 
moval of  the  Indians.  To  enable  Boss  and 
the  chiefs  to  effect  this  object,  I  believe  it  to 
be  necessary  for  them  fimt  to  return  heme,  see 
their  people,  and  let  Uiem  be  s^asfied  ^ot  thdr 
efforts  .to  change  the  toeaty  have  been  boneati 
thon^  tiDavaihng.  The  Oberokees  are  so  sns- 
pidons  of  thdr  chiefs,  that  even  Ross,  as  en- 
tirely OS  he  has  Uieir  confidence,  might  lose  all 
power  to  serve  them  if  he  attempted  to  moke  a 
contract  with  the  Government,  for  their  emi- 
gration, iMfore  they  were  consul  tod,  and  tiieir 
approval  of  the  measure  obtained.  If  tbe  Gov- 
ernment aboold  asoeoitain  npm  Bom's  retom 
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home,  that  be  had  the  power,  and  was  willing 
to^dertake  tlie  removal  of  hia  people,  the 
tens  of  the  contract  ooold  be  agreed  upon 
wuhout  difiSonlty  or  delay."  '*  If  the  pertinaci- 
ty of  Boss  duould  create  any  difficulty,  it  might 
be  obviated  in  making  no  reference  in  lus  con- 
tract to  the  treaty." 

Very  many  letters  from  other  persons  of  high 
respectability  and  official  standing,  to  the  same 
purport  of  Governor  Gilmer's,  may  be  found  on 
the  files  of  tiie  War  Deportroait  Indeed,  I 
have  always  myself  antidpated  misdiief  grow- 
ing  out  cf  the  exeootion  of  thla  treaty,  nuleaB 
the  influence  of  Boos  waa  neDtraUced  by  fbrce 
or  purchase.  Under  this  aspect  of  the  sul^ect, 
and  after  both  branches  of  Congress  had  ffvea 
sufficient  evidence  of  a  determination  to  exe- 
cute tbe  treaty,  regardless  of  tbe  remonstrances 
of  Boss,  and  tbe  i^y  petitions  of  persons  whol- 
ly ignorant  of  the  sul^ect  upon.  whi<jh  they 
were  petitioning,  I  came  to  the  condasiou  that 
Ross  mi^t  possibly  l>e  in  a  sitnation  to  yield 
to  the  true  interest  of  his  people,  and  let  them 
emigrate  to  the  West  in  peace.  And  hence  my 
assent  wasjnven  to  the  views  suggested  in  the 
extract  of  Got.  Gilmer*B  letter,  which  I  ham 
read.  And  while  I  have  uniformly  protested 
against  any  movement  which  mimit  In  the 
slightest  d^ree  retard  tbe  removal  m  the  Cher- 
okees, I  have,  nevertheless,iinifoTmly  and  freely 
expr^sed  the  opinion,  that  the  moment  when 
all  opposition  to  the  treaty  by  Boss  and  his 
party  should  be  yielded  up,  and  a  disposition 
manifested  to  emigrate  with  rettsonable  despatch, 
from  that  moment  the  Indians  would  be  seaared 
from  any  unreasonable  pressure  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  Geoi:^^ 

I  am  Ihlly  apprised  of  the  great  excitement 
which  has  been  produced  in  my  own  State,  and 
elsewhere,  arising  out  of  the  propositions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  John  Boss,  lat^  anbmit- 
tad  to  Congresa,  I  am  not  only  apprised  <tf  tiie 
ezeitement,  but  of  the  miiapinrdienaKm  which 
seona  to  exist  «i  ttia  aali^ect  I  pwodve  Sieom 
the  newspapers  of  Georgia  and  other  States,  as 
well  03  from  the  letters  which  1  receive  mna 
my  constitaenta,  that  an  impression  has  been 
made  uimhi  the  public  mind  tliat  the  Govenunent 
was  desirous,  and  had  proposed,  «fln«MSMirjfy, 
to  delay  the  emigration  of  the  Cherokees  fw 
two  years.  This  I  know  to  be  an  entire  misap- 
prehension. The  extension  proposed  to  the 
States  by  the  Government,  and  that  in  Uie  most 
delicate  and  respectful  manner,  was  never  in- 
tended to  embrace  a  longer  period  than  that 
whjohmisht  be  required  by  a  due  regard  to  the 
0(MDnHHi  dictatea  ot  humanity,  it  being  expressly 
stated  that  the  Cherokees  were  to  be  removed  as 
speedily  as  was  oondstentwith  health  and  omo- 
fort  GxwaX  Scott  is,  moreover,  instmeted  to 
continue  the  pnweeution  of  tlie  meaaores  he  haa 
adopted  to  remove  the  Indians,  and  whether 
t^eir  removal  is  to  be  effected  by  compoMon, 
or  voluntary  emigration  under  tbeir  own 
agents,  so  to  conduct  his  operations  oa  to 
phce  me  proi»ietofa  of  the  lamia  there  in  poaaea 
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Bl<m  of  their  propertj  vith  as  little  delaj  -  as 
possible.  I  admit  tiiat  the  propositions  "Vde 
to  John  Bxm,  hy  the  Secretarj  of  'War,  f^jSght 
bare  beea  pntin  a  form  less  liable  to  misa^^re- 
heniion.  But  I  imoir  pontively  that  the  expofi- 
tton  ^Ten  bj  the  Seia^tary  of  War,  of  his  letter 
to  Rcoa,  is  perfeoUy  consistent  vith  the  views 
which  he  expressed  to  me  before  making  his 
proporitioDs  to  Ross.  The  Secretary  had  am- 
ple groands  to  believe  that  Conffreseentert^ned 
the  most  liberal  feelings  toward  the  Oherokees, 
and  wonld  willingly  soothe  them,  as  far  as  that 
could  reasonably  be  done,  by  additional  appro- 
priations of  money  to  be  applied  to  their  com- 
fort. 

The  position  of  the  Federal  Administration 
of  the  Government  has,  npon  this  Indian  sub- 
ject, for  many  years  past,  been  most  delicate 
and  peculiar.  Enecidly  M&ce  the  e(Bnmence- 
meat  of  General  Jac&soa's  administration,  and 
his  manifested  determination  to  relieve  the 
Smthem  States  from  the  disadvantages  of  an 
Indian  population.  His  untiring  vigilance  and 
perseveranoe  on  this  sabject  is  now  a  part  of 
the  history  of  the  Government.  But  at  every 
step  a  most  formidable  and  peculiar  opposition 
has  embarrassed  the  Oovemment  in  the  prose- 
cution of  ita  Indian  policy.  The  Administral^on 
has  not  only  had  to  encounter  the  combined  and 
regolarly  oi^nized  Opposition,  whidi  were 
known  as  open  and  avowed  opponents,  but 
many  of  the  friends  of  the  AdmmistratioD,  es- 
pecially amongst  the  less  informed,  have  been 
nsed  as  oppoMnts  to  the  Indian  policy  of  the 
GoTcmment.  Even  in  the  States  most  deeply 
Interested,  we  have  sometfanes  seen  the  strong 
fadings  of  self-interest,  wtived  to  aooommodato 
party  ^rit  and  party  intereit.  At  any  rate,  I 
mve  often  found!^the  measures  of  General  Jack- 
son and  myself,  even  in  Geoi^a,  disconnte- 
nanoed  by  some  of  our  political  opponents,  as 
l&r  as  publio  opinion  would  tolerate  an  expres- 
rion  of  disapprobation. 

I  concede  to  tfae  Governor  of  Georgia  good 
intentions,  in  regard  to  his  views  and  efforts  to 
oondliate  John  Ros^  and  have  yielded  some- 
thing of  my  own  opinions  in  order  that  I  might 
co-operate  with  his  views  and  wishes,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  Exeeative  officers  of  the  Federal 
GoreminMit  I  shall  slw^  do  tiie  Chief  Hag- 
Isbwto  of  my  State  ample  Jastioe^  whatever  po- 
litical difference  of  opmira  may  hamiea  to  ex- 
ist I  do,  however,  most  solemnly  protest 
against  ^e  justice  of  the  effort  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Oarolioa  to  cast  censure  and  blame 
npon  the  President  and  Secretary  of  Var,  as 
well  as  myself,  for  yielding  something  to  the 
plainly  expressed  wiuies  of  Governor  Gilmer 
and  many  of  his  political  friends,  especially  his 
northern  "Whig  fnends.  If  there  be  any  error 
in  this  matter,  the  sin  lies  at  the  door  of  the 
opponents  nS  the  Administration  ;  and  yet  the 
Senator  from  Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pbxbton,)  as 
tiie  organ  of  the  Southern  wing  of  tlie  Oppo- 
ntion,  upbraids  the  Administration  and  its 
frioids  vitfi  throwing  w^^ty  reqKn^Ulitiea 


npon  the  Governor  of  Georgia.  X  would  inqnin. 
what  is  the  great  responsibility  throTn  mon 
the  Governors  of  the  four  States  inteKsted  ii 
this  matter,  even  Tinder  the  misappreben»a 
indulged  that  the  States  had  been  ^bed  toftr 
two  years  more  time  for  the  emignttion  of  ik 
Gherokees  ?  Why,  sir,  the  only  responsbilitT 
is,  to  give  an  answer  in  accordance  with  tbf 
known  wishes  of  the  whole  people  over  wko 
they  preside.  Where  is  the  Governor  wbomd 
be  distressed  or  embarrassed  at  sneh  respons- 
hility  as  this  ? 

Moreovet,  the  Senator  from  South  CarcJiM 
(Mr.  Pbeston)  contends  and  nrges  that  tiw  pro- 
posals of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  John  B« 
amounts  to  a  new  treaty,  and  to  an  iofHii^ 
ment  of  the  treaty  of  1885.  I  am  not  able  hit- 
self  to  put  any  such  constmotion  on  the  |NmN> 
sals  of  the  Secretary.  The  Secretary,  in  ^ 
promHols  to  Ross,  in  tfae  very  first  sentnce, 
disclaims  all  right  on  the  part  of  tbe  Feden^ 
Govemmejit  to  enter  into  any  treaty  stipols^i 
tions  which  might  affect  the  rights  of  the  Stste. 
And  we  find  a  reiteration  of  the  same  senti- 
ments, and  sacred  regard  to  the  rislititftbt 
States,  f  hronghoDt  the  doonment  nnoer  Hwid- 
eration. 

That  temporary  mischief  has  grown  ont  of 
tbe  misapprehensions  which  have  spread  wa 
the  country  in  relation  to  this  myect,  I  iffi 
folly  aware.  But,  from  the  nature  of  th'niRi 
trust  that  the  excitement  "will  soon  abate,  w 
constant  and  daily  movements  and  operetiof 
of  the  Government  must  sarely  conwA^wiil'* 
delay,  any  mistaken  impresedons  which 
have  existed.  Hie  Government  is  moving  w 
ward  In  the  dischai^  of  ita  duty.  Genml 
Scott's  instrnctlons  remain  unchanged.  S& 
character  is  a  sufBcient  guarantee  that  lusw? 
will  be  di^char^ged  with  fidelity  and 

In  conclusion,  I  would  beg  leave  to  reqiw 
tbe  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
TON,)  to  be  assured  of  my  fidelity  to  my 
ucnts,  especially  upon  this  Indian  subject.  1 
can  assure  the  honorable  Senator,  that  he  s 
wholly  mistaken,  if  he  supposes  that  ti^^jT 
ing  of  his  remarks  will  ever  induce  the  Bw* 
em  wing  of  his  own  pttrty  to  beDeve  nit ' 
have  no  more  self-Um  than  to  give  a  '^^^ 
my  opponents,  which  has  been  schiewd 
fiiends  and  myself. 

Mr.  LtMPKisr  was  followed  by  Messn.  Cut, 
of  Alabama,  Strange,  So^THAHI^  ^^f^ 
when  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrojew  d,"^ 
unanimous  vote,  and  was  about  to  pass  T 
unanimous  consent,  when  Mr.  Hobbi®,'* 
ted  that  Mr.  Behtou  had  expressed  to  wna 
desh^  to  address  the  Senate  on  its  tidrditsf 
ing. 


Fhidat,  June  8. 
Florida  Indian  WarSiU. 
The  qaestion  being  on  tbe  third  leafine 
theUlt- 
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Mr,  Bekton  said,  that  bo  far  as  the  passage 
of  tho  act  was  coDceruotl,  there  was  no  neoesBi- 
ty  for  him  to  saj  a  word.  The  gentlemen  who 
bad  spioken  against  it  would  ul  Toto  for  it ; 
and  it  was  to  answer  things  said  in  tli^r  speeoh- 
m,  aoA  not  to  gun  votes,  that  he  now  felt  him- 
sdf  colled  upon  to  speak. 

A  Sanator  from  New  Jersej  (Mr.  SonrnABD) 
Las  expressly  charged  that  a  fraud  was  commit- 
ted npon  the  florlda  Indians  in  the  treaty  ne- 
gotiated with  them  for  their  removal  to  the 
west ;  that  the  war  which  has  ensoed  was  the 
coDseqnence  of  this  fraud ;  and  that  our  Gov- 
ernment was  responable  to  tho  moral  sense  of 
the  community,  and  of  the  world,  for  all  the 
Uood  that  has  been  shed,  and  for  all  the  money 
that  has  been  expended,  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  war.  This  is  a  heavy  accusation.  At 
home,  it  attaohes  to  the  par^  in  power,  and  is 
c^oiuated  to  moke  them  odious ;  abroad,  it  at- 
taches to  the  country,  and  is  calculated  to  black- 
en the  nationid  character. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  first  located 
this  imputed  fraud  in  the  Payne's  Iduidiag 
treaty,  negotiated  by  General  Gadsden,  in  Flor- 
ida, in  the  year  1883 ;  and  after  being  tendered 
an  issue  on  the  fairness  and  generosity  of  th^ 
treaty  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  (Mr. 
Cut,)  he  transferred  the  charge  to  the  Fort 
Gibson  treaty,  made  iu  Arkansas,  in  the  year 
1833,  by  Messrs.  Stokes,  Ellsworth,  and  Sdier- 
merhorn.  This  was  a  considerable  ohon^  of 
locality,  but  no  change  in  the  oocnsation  itself; 
tiie  two  treaties  being  but  one^  and  the  last  be- 
ing a  literal  performance  of  a  stipidation  con- 
tained in  the  first  The  Seminole  Indians  in 
Florida  b^g  an  emigraat  band  of  the  Greeks, 
and  finding  game  exhausted,  subsistence  diffi- 
cult, and  white  settlers  approaching,  con- 
cluded to  follow  the  mother  tribe,  the  Creeks, 
to  iha  West  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  reunite 
with  them.  This  was  conditionally  agreed  to 
be  done  at  the  Payne's  Landing  treaty ;  and  in 
that  treaty  it  was  stipulated  that  a  deputation 
of  Seminole  cbieCs,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  should  pro- 
ceed to  the  Greek  oonntir  beyoiul  the  Missis- 
sippi—^ere  to  ascertun  first  whether  a  snitft> 
ble  oountiT  ooold  be  obtained  for  them  there ; 
and  secondly,  whether  tiie  Greeks  wotild  re- 
ceive them  back  as  a  part  of  their  confederacy ; 
and  if  the  deputation  should  be  satisfied  on 
these  two  points,  then  the  conditional  obligation 
to  remove,  contained  in  the  Payne's  Landing 
treaty,  to  become  binding  and  obligatory  upon 
the  Seminole  tribe.  The  deputation  went ;  tiie 
two  points  were  solved  in  the  affirmative ;  the 
ohU^^ition  to  remove  became  absolute  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians ;  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  commenced  preparations  for 
effecting  their  easy,  gradual,  and  comforta* 
ble  removal.  The  entire  emipvtion  was  to  be 
completed  in  three  years^  cme-third  going  annu- 
allr,  commendog  in  the  year  1888,  and  to  be 
finished  in  the  years  1884  and  1885.  Thedep- 
nta^tm  sent  to  the  west    tha  }Da^mApfi,  oom- 
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pleted  their  agreement  with  the  Greeks  on  the 
38th  of  March,  1633 ;  they  returned  home  im- 
mediately, and  one-third  of  the  tribe  was  to  re- 
move that  year.  Every  thing  was  got  ready  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  both  to  transport 
the  Indians  to  tiieir  new  homes,  and  to  subsist 
them  for  a  year  after  their  arrival  there.  But, 
instead  of  removing,  the  Indians  began  to  invent 
excuses  and  to  inte]^0Be  delays,  and  to  pass  off  the 
time  without  commencing  the  emigration.  The 
year  1838,  in  which  one-third  of  the  tribe  were 
to  remove,  passed  off  without  any  removal ;  the 
year  1884,  in  which  another  third  was  to  go, 
was  passed  off  iu  the  some  manner;  the  year 
1835,  in  which  the  emigration  was  to  have  been 
completed,  passed  away,  and  the  emigration  was 
not  Dwnn.  On  the  contrary,  on  the  lost  days 
of  the  utst  month  of  that  year,  while  the  United 
States  was  still  peaceably  urging  the  removal, 
an  accumulation  of  treacmerons  and  horrible  as- 
Rossinations  and  massacres  were  committed. 
The  United  States  Agent,  General  Thompson, 
Lientenant  Smithy  of  the  artillery,  and  five 
others,  were  assassinated  in  ught  of  Fort  King ; 
two  expresses  were  murdered;  aad  Mi^or 
Dade's  command  was  massacred.  In  their  ex- 
cuses and  pretexts  for  not  removing,  the  In- 
^ans  never  thought  of  the  reasons  which  have 
been  supplied  to  them  on  this  floor.  They 
never  thought  of  alleging  fVaud.  Their  pre- 
texts were  frivolous ;  as  that  it  was  a  long  dis- 
tance, and  that  bad  Indians  lived  in  that  conn- 
try,  and  that  the  old  treaty  of  Fort  Moultrie 
allowed  them  twenty  years  to  live  in  Florida. 
Their  real  motive  was  the  deare  of  blood  and 
pUls^  on  the  part  of  many  Indians,  and  BtQl 
more  on  the  part  of  the  five  hundred  runaway 
negroes  mixed  up  among  them.  • 

This  is  tho  plain  and  brief  narrative  of  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  Seminole  war ;  it  is  the 
brief  historical  view  of  the  case ;  and  if  I  was 
spelling  under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  in 
reply  to  incidental  remarks,  I  should  content 
myself  with  this  narrative^  and  let  the  qaestion 
go  to  the  country  upon  the  strength  and  credit 
of  this  statement  Bat  I  do  not  speak  under 
ordinary  circumstances;  I  am  not  replying  to 
incidental  and  casual  remarks.  I  speak  in 
anawer  to  a  fonnal  aecosatioD,  preferred  <bi 
this  flow:  I  speak  to  defend  the  late  and  pres- 
ent Administratiuw  from  an  odious  charge, 
and,  in  defending  them,  to  vindicate  the  char^ 
acter  of  oar  country  from  the  accusation  of  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Socthasd.) 
Mr.  Benton  then  proceeded  at  much  length  to 
defend  the  last  and  the  present  Adminiitratioiia 
from  the  charge  stated. 


HOUBS  OF  BEPBS8BNTATITXS. 
WzmnsDAT,  June  20. 
Mettage/rom  tAtf  Prmdent — Bord^  Outragm 
— Ganada  and  the  United  JSUatei  Ihrontur. 
The  SFXAxn  laid  beliwe  the  Hoose  the  fol- 
ic wiogUsMica: 


Border  Outrage — Cmada  a>td      Umtti  Stata  /'nxttitr. 
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JbtluHotmo/BepntentativMo/tke  UidUdStatei: 
I  traiunnit,  m  complnuioe  with  &  resolatftm  of  the 
House  of  RepreseDtatiTes  of  the  Uth  lost.,  reports 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  Treasury,  and  War,  and 
the  doGumeDta  referred  to  hj  them  req>eGtiTel7.  It 
frill  be  seen  that  the  outrages  committed  oa  the 
Bteamboat  Sir  Robert  PeeL  under  the  British  flag, 
witUn  th^  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  upoa  the 
Bteamboat  Telegraph,  under  the  American  flag,  at 
Rockville,  In  Upper  Canada,  have  not  been  followed 
hj  any  demand  of  either  GoTemment  on  Hba  other 
for  redress.  These  acts  have  been  so  far  treated  on 
each  nde  as  criminal  offences,  committed  within  the 
Jorisdiction  of  tribunals  competent  to  inquire  into  the 
foots,  and  to  punish  the  penmu  concerned  in  them, 
limitations  ban  beea  nude,  aonie  of  tfao  individ- 
nals  incidpatcd  bara  been  armrtcd,  and  proeeootions 
are  in jm^p^ss,  the  result  of  which  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed, lie  exnted  state  of  public  feeling  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Canada,  on  both  ndes  of  the  line,  bos  occa- 
Moned  the  most  painful  anixcty  to  this  Govcmment 
Every  effort  has  tKen,  and  will  be,  made  to  prevent 
the  Buoceas  of  the  deagn  q)puently  f(nm«d,  and  in 
course  of  execution  by  Canadians  who  hare  found  a 
refuge  within  our  territory,  aided  by  a  few  reckless 
petsoua  of  our  own  counti?,  to  inToIve  the  nation  in 
ft  war  with  a  neighboring  and  friendly  power.  Such 
design  cannot  suceeed  when  the  two  GoTemments 
qipredate,  and  confidently  rely  upon  the  good  faith  of 
MNi  other  In  tiie  performance  of  their  respective  da- 
tiea.  With  a  fixed  detennination  to  use  all  the  means 
bk  nqr  power  to  put  a  speedy  and  satiafkctMy  termlna- 
tkm  to  these  bolder  troubles,  I  bare  the  most  confident 
•Bsurances  of  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  British 
anihorities  at  home  and  in  the  North  American  poeses- 
tfons,  in  the  accompUabment  of  a  purpose  so  rincerely 
and  earnestly  desired  by  the  GoTcmments  and  people, 
both  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

IL  TAN  BUREN. 
Washwotok,  June  20,  1688. 

The  Uessage  and  reports  vera  referred  to 
the  Oommittee  oa  Uilitary  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  he  printed. 


DT  SENATE. 
'WXDHBBDAT,  JUW  20. 

LouUxana  Land  Claimt  and  Titles. 

Kr.  UocTON  moved  that  the  bills  relatioe  to 
winte  and  public  land  el^nu,  be  considered  on 
Friday ;  numy  of  which,  he  said,  it  was  right 
should  be  acted  on  at  once. 

Mr,  Kmam  did  not  know  what  there  was  in 
these  bills  to  entitle  them  to  preference. 

Mr.  MotTTON  woold  uot  have  asked  to  have 
taken  them  up,  were  he  not  convinced  that 
they  would  not  consame  the  time  of  the  Senate. 
The  most  of  them  were  very  plain  canon,  not 
involTiog  any  principle  likely  to  lead  to  dls- 
eottLm;  hn^  at  the  same  time,  were  highly 
faiterastiog  to  ft  large  portion  of  the  community. 

)b.  BrarON  woud  inform  the  Senate  that  it 
was  not  a  pHvate  bill  which  the  Senator  from 
!LoQisiana  asked  to  be  considered  on  Friday,  but 
a  whole  class  of  bills,  some  of  which  had  been 
before  the  country  for  the  last  tbirty-fonr  years 
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In  one  shape  or  other;  and  he  derired  to  hare 
them  taken  up  on  that  Hay. 
Hie  motion  wa  agreed  to. 

Jholi$kmmt  of  Impnaommetitfor  Debt. 
Mr.  Grihtdt  said  there  was  a  bill  laid  on  the 
table  yesterday,  at  the  suggestion  of  tiie  Senator 
from  Kentucky,,  in  relation  to  the  alx^ahment 
of  impriBbnnient  for  debt  in  certain  cases.  He 
was  favorable  to  the  bill,  and  siud  that  if  it 
were  to  be  passed  this  seasion  it  could  not  be 
acted  on  too  q>eedily ;  and  he  moved  to  take  it 
up. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment,  viz: 
making  the  matter  otmespond  with  tbose  States 
where  tiie  said  abcdition  of  imptisonmait  had 
in  whole  or  in  part  been  abolished. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  further  amended  at  the  si^^ 
tion  of  Mr.  FsBtmsa,  and  passed  — 

Tub.— Uessra.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucbatna, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentndky,  Fulton,  Granh, 
Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McKean,  Merrici, 
Morris,  Uouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Korvell,  Fkirte, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Buggies,  Sevier,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  ^ience,  Strange, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wall,  White,  Wimams, 
and  Wri^it— 86. 

Natr— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Pteston,  ad 
Boane — 1. 

Xorth-taatern  Stmndary. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  omsideratim  of  3ir. 
WiLu&MB^B  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bS 
to  provide  for  the  survby  and  detemina^on 
the  North-eastern  boundary. 

Mr.  Wbioht  moved  to  refer  it  to  tiie  Ccto- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Belations. 

Mr.  Williams  B^d  that,  considering  the  iot- 
portance  of  the  question  to  Mfune,  and  that  her 
Senators  and  Representatives  were  requested 
by  her  Tiegislature  to  urge  the  passage  cf  the 
bill,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  move  its  referenn 
to  a  Select  Committee.  Mr.  W.  did  this  with- 
out intendhig  tiie  least  disrecpeet  to  tlM  Ccrb- 
mittee  on  Fmwn  Belatioiu,  to  whicb  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  bad  proposed  the  rel^csee, 
and  to  which,  under  other  fflrcumrtuieeai,  then 
would  be  an  obvious  propriety  in  committiag 
the  bill.  But  it  could  not  hare  escaped  the 
notice  of  the  Senate  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Kelations,  in  the  coone 
of  the  debate,  had  stated  his  opinion,  that  if 
the  bill  should  go  to  that  committee  it  wookt 
probably  keep  it  without  making  a  report,  or 
report  it  back  to  the  Senate  wiUi  notice  that 
he  would  move  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Messrs.  Wbioht,  Kites,  Calhoun,  and  Br- 
OHANAN,  advocated  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Rebitiona,  on  the  gronnd 
that  It  involTcd  queBtlons  of  high  import  in 
re«ffd  to  our  foreign  relationa. 

The  bill  was  r^brred  to  Uie  Comimttee  o& 
Fnelgn  Relations. 
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Fudat,  June  22. 
Wathingtmi  Monument  Society. 

Vr.  KoBTBLL  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
officers  and  m&nagera  of  the  Washin^n  Mona- 
ment  Association  in  relation  to  the  reoeipta  and 
expenditures  of  that  assodaUon;  and  mored 
that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  MoBBis  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
paper  \  and  the  Seoretar?  having  read  a  portion 
of  it, 

Mr.  Eixa  moved  to  laj*  it  on  the  table,  there 
being  several  expreesions  in  it  which  he  thooght 
disrespectftil,  and  oa^t  not  to  he  read  to  the 
Senate. 

Ifr.  'Soa.-vvLL  hoped  that  Ids  fHend  from 
Alabama  would,  for  a  moment  withdraw  his 
motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table.  This 
paper  proceeded  from  as  respectable  a  body 
of  gentlemen  as  any  In  the  conntry;  and  he 
did  think,  that,  as  they  oon^dered  themselves 
to  have  been  injuriously  ass^ed  on  this 
floor,  they  should  have  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard.  It  was  true  that  ,  they  had  used  strong 
language ;  bat  this,  under  Uie  circnmstonces, 
was  natural.  Lot  the  memorial  be  read,  and 
tlion  the  Senate  might  take  what  course  they 
thoa|ht  proper,  as  regarded  the  AiHber  dis* 
positum  of  It.  By  the  statement  of  romeys 
colleeted,  it  appeared  that  the  sooiety  had  re- 
ceived only  between  S7,000  and  S8,000  dollars, 
of  which  ttiey  had  invested  upwards  of  $27,- 
000,  prinoipally,  he  believed,  m  Pennsylvimia 
State  stocks.  Betweot  fonr  and  five  hundred 
remained  uninvested.  Except  what  had  t)een 
allowed  to  collectors  in  the  different  States,  as 
commissions  for  moneys  obtiuned  from  sub- 
scribers by  them,  very  little  had  been  expend- 
ed, as  the  statement  would  show.  He  was 
authorized  to  say,  too,  that  the  books,  with  the 
names  of  all  the  contribntors  to  the  moniunent, 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Asso- 
oiatioo,  open  to  the  inspection  of  all. 

Hr.  KiKo  did  not  perceive  that  the  mlffeot 
of  &e  memorial  was  a  matter  witdi  which  the 
Senate  bad  any  thing  to  do,  and  that  no  aeUon 
of  the  Senate  could  result  from  it ;  and  secondly, 
he  objected  to  the  farther  reading  of  it,  because 
it  contained  expressions,  applied  to  the  Senators 
or  the  Senate,  which  onght  not  to  Im  penutted 
to  be  read  there. 

Mr.  Pbbston,  who  just  then  entered  the 
chamber,  remarked,  that  the  memorial  was  from 
very  respectable  persons,  who  conceived  them- 
selves injured  by  something  that  trans]>ired  on 
this  floor.  If  it  was  a  question  of  reception, 
,he  must  hear  the  paper  read  before  he  coold 
vote  m  it 

ISi.  Kiva  said  thore  was  no  qnestion  of  re- 
ception raised.  The  p^»er  was  reoeivad.  His 
motion  was  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  and  if  the 

honorable  gentleman  wished  to  know  whether 
it  was  respectful  or  not,  he  oonld  easily  read  it 
at  the  Secretary's  table.  He  had  olyeotad  to 
the  reading,  because  the  p^r  spoke  diareqtect- 
ftdly  ct  members  ot  that  body. 


Vr.  Snvm  obswved  that  this  day  was  aat 
apart  for  the  con^deration  of  private  land 
clunis;  and  be  hoped  It  would  D(A  be  oonsuned 
as  yesterday  was  in  debate.  The  matter  oora- 

f>lained  of  by  these  tndlvldaala  had  been  pnb- 
ished  in  the  pnblic  newspapers,  and  he  pre- 
snmed  the  editors  would  have  no  objection  to 
insert  their  reply.  It  was  a  matter  with  which 
the  Senate  had  nothing  to  do,  and  he,  therefore^ 
moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
Thia  motion  was  carried. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT ATIVE& 

Satubdat,  June  23. 

Texat  Annexation — Right  of  Slavet  to  petition 
Congreae—CaU  to  order  ly  the  Speaker- 
Appeal  Jrom  the  ^peaher—^ealBer  mutaUtei 
hy  the  Movte. 

iir.  Adaub  proceeded  in  his  remarks  on  the 
report  of  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  A&irs,  in 
relation  to  the  annexation  of  Texas ;  and  was 
referring  to  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition,  and 
the  proceedings  in  the  House  lost  Congress  npon 
his  tendering  a  petition  of  that  character,  stat- 
ing that  he  should  have  no  hesitaluon  in  pre- 
senting a  petition  from  a  slave,  if  his  manorial 
was  proporly  couched,  and  on  a  prt^w  enl^ecti 
or  something  to  this  effect. 

The  Spbakbk  called  Mr.  A.  to  order,  ai^b^ 
that  his  remarks  were  irrelevant  to  the  subject 
under  oonsideraticn. 

Mr.  Adams  was  putting  an  extreme  case,  by 
way  of  illustration,  whidt  was  in  order. 

The  Spbaebr  ag^  reminded  Ur.  A  that  he 
was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Lboabb  s^d  he  felt  compelled  to  call  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  order;  and 
cries  of  order  were  heard  In  various  parts  of 
the  House. 

Ur.  AoAia  called  upon  the  Sfbakeb  to  re- 
dooe  the  disnrderir  wot&  to  writing;  and 
amealed  from  the  deeiflifm  of  the  Chajr. 

The  SpBAEn  said  tiie  CnAin  could  not  be 
called  upon  to  reduce^  remarks  mode  out  of 
order  to  writing.  It  had  never  been  known, 
either  by  any  rule,  or  by  parliamentary  usage. 

Several  members  referred  to  the  twenty-third 
rule  of  the  House,  which  requires  that  dis- 
orderly words  shall  be  reduced  to  writing. 

The  Speakbb  said  he  was  perfectly  aware 
of  that  rule,  and  it  applied  to  cases  where  one 
member  called  another  to  order  for  disorderly 
or  person^  remarks,  and  not  to  the  Speakeb, 
when  he  cabled  a  member  to  order  for  irrele- 
vant remarks,  for  the  rule  ttys  the  Bpsaxbb 
aAoU  call  members  to  order,  and  makes  it  ^ 
peratively  his  duty. 

Mr.  Adavs  called  for  the  reading  of  the  rule. 

The  Spbakbb  read  the  mie  requiring  that  a 
member  *^  shall  confine  himself  to  the  questicHt 
under  debate,"  and  said  he  had  called  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachosetts  to  order  for  Irrde- 
vanoy  in  ddbata^  Aa  he  was  about  to  pat  th* 
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2netrtio>n  on  the  appeal  from  the  det^on  of  the 
ibair, 

Mr.  Adams  again  insisted  upon  baring  the 
words  reduced  to  wridDg. 
•  Ones  of  "  order  1 "  "  order  1  "■ 

The  Spxakeb  directed  Mr.  Adaub  to  take  his 
seat. 

Mr,  Adaus  eontinaed  to  hold  the  fioor,  and 
perdated  in  demanding  that  the  words  dionld 
be  redoced  to  writing,  and  said  he  would  then 
flppeal,  but  he  wtmld  not  appeal  from  the  de- 
duott  in  the  form  in  which  the  Sfkakrk  had 
put  it 

The  Speakkb  then  put  the  question  upon  the 
anpeal ;  and  the  decision  of  the  Chaib  was  Ba»- 
tuned. 

Tub. — Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  AnderBoi),  An- 
drews, AthertoD,  A^crigg,  Banks,  Beatty,  Birdaall, 
Boon,  Brodfaead,  Bronson,  Bochuiaii,  Combreleng, 
John  Cdmpbell,  Casey,  Cbaptnan,  CheHtham,  Clown- 
ej,  Connor,  Crak,  Craury,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Davee, 
Deberry;  DeGralf,  DennL»,  Dromgoole,  Edwards,  El- 
more, Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Olaaeock,  Grant- 
land,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hainer,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Eaynes,  Holaey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Wm.  H. 
Hunter,  In^iain,  Thomas  B.  Jackaon,  Jenifer, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Nathauel  Jones,  John  W,  Jones, 
Keim,  Klii^ensinilli,  Legare,  I^eadbetter,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Hallory,  Ifartio,  Hauiy,  Max- 
vdl,  HcKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  Hcaellan, 
KcClure,  Uenefee,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Hor- 
gao,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Noble,  Parker,  Panis,  Payn- 
t«r,  Pcarce,  Pennybacker,  Fetrikin,  ^lelpe,  HckeDB, 
Plumcr,  Potter,  Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss,  Randolph, 
Reily,  Rencher,  Rircs,  Romeey,  Charles  Siepard, 
Shields,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Steoart,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Titia,  Toocey,  Tumey,  Vail, 
YanderreeF,  John  WUte!  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Sherrod  WilHima,  Jared  W.  WUlUma,  Word,  Wor- 
tUngton,  Tell,  and  Toike— 116. 

Mats. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Borden,  Brigga,  William 
B.  Calhoun,  Gaiter,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cutdiing,  Is- 
lington, Davies,  Erans,  EvereU,  Ewiog,  R.  Fletcher, 
HUmore,  Qoode,  Greimell,Halstead,  Hastings,  Henry, 
Lincoln,  Samson  Mason,  HcKcnnan,  Mitchell,  Xaylor, 
O^e,  Patterson,  Peck,  Potts,  Reed,  Ridgi^,  Robm- 
aon,  8Me,  SUnly,  TiUnghast,  and  Ehaba  Wbittleeey 
—48. 

m  BKSATE. 

"Wednkidat,  July  4. 
Jffbrth-eattem  Soundary. 

Ur.  BtTOHANAir,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign ]Selations,  presented  a  report,  in  which 
they  nnantuously  recommend  to  the  Soiate  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

Jtnoiv«dy  That  after  a  careful  ezaminatioQ  and  de- 
liberate eofinderation  of  ihe  whole  coDtroversy  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  relative 
to  the  Xortb-eastem  boundary  <^  the  former,  the 
Senate  does  not  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  eirtlre  prao- 
tkabili^  of  nuulng  and  marking  that  boundary 
In  strict  confoimity  with  the  stipuladras  of  the  de- 
finitive treaty  of  peace  of  seventeen  hundred  and 
df^ty-three ;  and  entertun  a  perfect  c<Hi^cti<m  of  the 


justice  and  validity  of  the  title  of  tiie  United  Sota 
to  the  full  extent  of  all  the  territory  hi  diqniU  Ik- 
tween  the  two  powers. 

Reaolved,  further.  That,  considering  that  dur 
than  half  a  century  baa  elapsed  since  the  condDsmi 
of  that  treaty ;  considering  the  extraoidtiur]'  deti? 
which  has  hitherto  mariied  die  negotiadoiig  ud  p«- 
ceedings  of  the  Governments  of  ue  two  coratna^ 
in  their  endeavor  amicably  to  settle  the  contrortrn, 
and  considering  the  danger  of  mutoal  inita&m  md 
colUsionB  upon  the  border  ui  kindred  and  fijeali 
nations  from  ftvttier  procnstmaticHi,  the  SentUca- 
not  forbear  to  express  an  eanuat  iaan  ttiii  dw 
pendfaig  UMotiatton  dHnild  be  Imi^  to  a  doi^ 
and  the  find  deddon  of  the  dilute  be  mde  ■■  orij 
as  practicable. 

Retolved,  That,  as  it  woold  be  tnexpeifieiitfar& 
United  States  to  proceed,  upon  their  sepante  uthor 
ity,  to  survey,  and  mark  the  If  orth-easten  bomidii^ 
until  all  reasonable  means  of  effecting  that  otgeatr 
the  consent  and  concurrence  of  both  putiet  M 
have  been  exhausted,  the  **  bin  to  provide  fw  ta^t^ 
ing  &o  Norlb-eastem  boundary  line  of  tbe  Uuted 
States  according  to  the  treaty  of  seventeeii  bnndrtd 
and  dgfaty-three  **  ought  not  to  pass ;  anditiillKR- 
fore  ordered  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  taUe. 

Vr.  Olat,  of  EentookT-,  bad  been  Teiy  an- 
ions that  the  report  dkonld  be  read  and  wd^ 

with  all  the  attention  and  consideration  bdoag- 
ing  to  60  grave  and  important  a  &nbjcct;  tbt 
question  bad 'been  most  ddiberately  and  cirt- 
lully  examined  in  the  committee ;  the  itpon. 
which  was  the  work  of  the  duunnaii,  w 
prepared  with  very  great  ability ;  that  m«li 
labor  had  been  devoted  to  it,  in  the  short  spiK 
that  bad  been  allowed,  and  which  vs9  ^ 
more  creditable  to  its  author,  amid  liis  otbff 
various  and  pressing  dutjes ;  and  that  it  m 
well  calculated  to  advance  his  highcbaneie 
befinv  the  ooontry. 

Mr.  Taluudob  conenired  wtirely  vithtb 
Senator  from  Kentucky  as  to  the  taknt  iA 
abilitj  with  which  it  was  drawn  up,  and  w 
manner  in  which  it  presented  the  gr^at  qno- 
tiou.  If,  unhappily,  at  any  time  hereafter  uj 
collision  shonld  arise  between  the  two 
tries,  which  he  hoped  most  sincardy  touM 
avoided,  it  was  very  important,  in  hii  fies^t 
tbat  the  people  of  tbe  conntry  sbotild  viAis- 
stand  the  merits  of  the  controversy.  TiiJ 
were  set  forth  in  that  report  in  a  oondesKi 
and,  at  the  same  time,  sufficiently  ews^ 
and  ample  manner  to  enable  th«n  folly  to 
-prebend  and  understand  it.  The  report  ongb^ 
thwcAH«,  to  be  widely-  and  utensiTdy  ti^ 
onlated.  He  should,  therefore,  more  Ibr  u* 
printii^t  of  an  extra  numbw  of  <^*^7' 
largest  that  should  be  thoD^t  pr<^ ;  ""if* 
therefore  moved  for  tiie  prinUng  of 
extra  copies;  which,  afterwards,  at  tbofl*- 
gestion  of  Mr.  WiLUAHa,  supported  by  ob^ 
geutiemeu,  he  increased  to  St^OOd 

[This  sefigi<H)of  Congress  was  concluded  liyi<" 
resolution  on  Monday,  Jnly  9, 18S8.] 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  COHGRESS.-THIED  SESSION. 


FBOOEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


nr  THK 


SENATE  AND  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


VS  SKNATB. 

MoHDAT,  December  8, 1888. 

At  13  o^dodc.  the  Senate  was  called  to  order 
by  the  Hon.  w.  B.  Euro,  Alubamis  Fred- 
dent  pro  tempore. 

The  Ohaib  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
noD.  £pHBA.ui  H.  F08TKH,  appointed  hy  the 
GoTei-nor  of  Uie  State  of  Tenneasee  a  Senator 
from  that  State,  to  Mmply  the  vaoancj  occa- 
sioned by  tiie  rengnatMm  of  the  Hon.  ilaux 

OaUHDT. 

The  amal  oath  was  then  admiiUstered  to 
Mr.  FovrxB  by  the  President,  and  be  took  his 
■eat  In  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MoBBia, 

Oritniy  Ibat  the  Secretary  of  the  Seiute  Infonn 
flie  Hooie  itf  BepressntatiTes  that  a  qnonim  of  the 
Senita  had  saieBaUed,  and  were  ready  to  pnweed  to 
bodneii. 

On  motion  1^  Ur.  "Wiaairr, 

£4Melved,  That  a  commHtee  be  ^ipointed  to  Jdn 
wudi  oommittee  as  may  be  q)poiDted  on  the  part  of 
the  Hooae  of  RepreaentatiTea,  to  wait  on  the  Freai- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  umI  inform  him  that  qao- 
rums  ttS  the  two  Houses  bad  aMsmbled,  and  were 
rsadyto  reoeiTesnyoonnDnkatioiisheidfl^make; 
whersnpou, 

Messrs.  'Wbioht  and  Aixxir  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  by  the 
President. 


HOtTBS  OF  BBPRBSBirrATXVXS. 

MoHDAT,  Deoember  8. 

This  being  the  day  set  ^>art  by  the  Ooistito- 
Uon  of  the  United  States  for  the  annnal  meet- 
ing of  OoDgress,  tiie  Speaker,  Mr.  Poix,  called 
the  Boose  to  order  at  12  o'doi^  M. 
VoL.XIII^-44 


fhe  lUlowing  gentlemen  appeared,  were 
qoalifled,  and  took  thdr  seats: 

Mesna.  BBna  and  Ptmraii  of  Kev  Tork^ 
GiBDnroB  and  Swmgonr  of  Ohio^  and  Onara 
of  Alabama, 

WiMoonm,  Election. 

Mr.  Cbabt,  of  Michi^n,  announced  to  the 
Chair  that  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Dott  was  in  attend- 
ance as  a  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
oousin,  and  moved  that  he  be  qnalifled. 

Mr,  JovEs,  of  Wisconsin,  then  rose  and  pro- 
tested agiunst  the  right  of  Mr.  Dorr  to  take 
his  seat  in  vioUtion  <tf  Mr.  J.'s  rights  as  the 
dtting  monber,  no  vooanoy  haTfa^  oooatred, 
and  he  having  never  rerigned. 

The  Ohaib  stdd  that  It  was  a  qneetlon  fin- 
the  Honse  to  take  its  order  npon. 

Mr.  Okibt  prodnoed  tlie  c«rtifloate  of  "Sb. 
Dorr's  election  from  Qovemor  Dodge ;  whicih 
was  read. 

Mr.  MoKxni  moved  to  Iqr  Mr.  ObabtV  mo- 
tion on  the  table,  bnt, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mkbobb,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  poe^Hmed  tUl 
Thursday  next. 

EUdion  of  Clerk. 

The  Ohaib  laid  befinv  the  House  a  letter  fi-nn 
the  Chief  Clerk,  nottfring  the  Honse  of  the 
deofli  of  OtA.  Waltib  &  nunxiiv,  late  Gteric 
to  the  House  itf  Be{a«sentatiTes,  whieh  was 
read. 

Vx.  pRBiKiH  then  submitted  a  resolution, 
antiiorizing  the  wesent  Assistant  Clerk  to  act 
as  Gerk  o«  the  Honse  nntil  the  vaoanoy  ooca- 
rioned  by  the  death  of  Xr.  Fbasxuh  should  be 
filled. 

l£r.  MnxioAK  moved  to  amend  by  sabstitatmg 
a  rescdntifHi  fw  tho  Honse  to  prooeed  forthwith 
to  elsot  a  Clerk. 
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Mr.  Dbohooole  moved  on  amendment  bo  as 
to  provide  tbat  the  eleetton  ahoold  be  vim 
9oee. 

Hr.  HiLUGAir  inquired  if  this  motiw  was  in 
order. 

Tlw  CoAa  ruled  it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  IhHHioooLv  called  fbr  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  ordered,  were— yeas  119,  nays  91. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to ;  and  the  qaestion  recorring  on  the 
latter  as  amended. 

So  the  HouBe  determined  to  proceed  with 
the  election  of  a  Clerk  forthwith,  vita  toee, 
and  HuQH  A.  Garland,  of  Yir^ia,  having 
received,  on  the  third  ballot,  a  mtdority  of  all 
the  votes,  was  declared  duly  elected  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  presmt  Oongreea, 


IN  BBSATS. 

TmsDAT,  December  4. 

Ur.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  appeared  in  his  place. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Hoase  of 
Bepresentatives  by  Mr,  Qablaxd,  their  Olerk, 
stadng  that  the  Eoose  was  organized  and  ready 
to  proceed  to  bonaess. 

Preridenffa 

T£t.  WuaHr,  ftom  the  itAnt  Gommittee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  Fterident  of  the  IMtM 
States  and  inform  him  that  qnoroms  of  the  two 
Honaes  of  Congress  had  assembled,  and  were 
ready  to  receive  any  e<Bmnimioation  be  might 
make,  reported  that  they  had  pwfcniDed  the 
daty  assigned  them. 

A  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  by  Mabtih  Tah 
BuBKir,  Jr.,  his  Private  Secretary,  as  follows : 

jF^l«»^itken*  of  th4  Senate 

and  Hotue  of  ReprueataHvea  : 
I  congratulste  you  on  the  fiiTorable  circoinstances 
in  the  coodiUoa  of  oar  country,  under  which  you 
ressBembls  for  the  performance  of  your  official 
duties.  Though  the  anticipatioiu  of  an  abundant 
harrest  have  not  everywhere  been  realized,  yet,  on 
the  whole,  the  Isbora  of  the  husbandman  are  re- 
warded with  a  boantifol  return ;  Industry  prospers 
in  its  various  channels  of  buuness  and  enterpnse  ; 
general  health  again  prevails  through  our  vast  di- 
versity of  climate ;  nothing  threstens,  from  abroad, 
the  conUnuauce  of  exteraal  peace ;  nor  has  any 
'thing  at  home  Impaired  the  strength  of  those  fra- 
itemal  and  domestic  ties  whieh  constitute  the  only 
fpiarantee  to  the  success  and  permanency  of  our 
■aq>pf  ITnion,  and  which,  formed  in  the  hour  of 
pMil,  have  hitherto  been  honorabl;  auBtaloed 
.through  every  vicisntude  in  our  national  afEairs. 
These  bleadngs,  which  evince  the  care  and  beneS- 
eenee  <^  Frondence,  call  for  our  devout  uid  fervent 
gratitude. 

We  have-  not  less  reason  to  be  gratetiil  for  other 
bounties  bestowed  by  the  same  munificent  hand, 
and  mors  exclusively  our  own. 

The  present  year  closes  the  first  half  century  of 
our  Federal  instituUons ;  and  our  system — differing 
from-aU>ethen  in  the  aoknowls^ed,  practical,  and 
tuUndted  opsiation  which  It  has  mr  10  long  a  period 


given  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  peojple— Iw  wi 
been  ftilly  tested  by  experience. 

The  eonstftudon  devised  by  our 
the  framework  and  bond  of  th^  sjstem,  tbca  n 
tried,  has  become  a  settled  form  of  GoTerannt; 
not  only  preserving  atidprotectiDfcthegTettfn' 
dples  upon  which  it  was  founded,  but  wondMlf; 
promoting  individual  happiness  and  printe  inls- 
ests.  Though  subject  to  change  and  entire  mt- 
cation,  whenever  deemed  inadequate  to  iB  te 
purposes,  yet  such  is  the  wisdom  of  its  cmSik- 
Uon,  and  so  stable  has  been  the  public  Kitists, 
that  it  remains  unaltered,  except  in  matten  de- 
tail, comparatively  unimportant.  It  hii  p^. 
amply  sofflcient  for  the  various  emergendcs  »>■ 
dent  to  our  condition  as  a  nation.  A  fonu&i't 
foreign  war ;  aj^ting  collisions  between  domSi. 
and,  in  some  respects,  rival  aoverdgstia;  leq- 
taUons  to  faitarCBre  in  ^  httestine  eonnatissif 
neighboring  countries ;  the  dsngerona  itdoor^ 
that  arise  ui  periods  of  exoesrive  proBpnilr; 
the  anU-repubucan  tendemdes  of  assodited  nit: 
— these,  with  other  trials  not  less  fomidtblc,  bi*t 
all  been  encountered,  and  thus  far  neccohiljS' 
^sted. 

It  was  reaerred  for  the  American  ViAmtohs 
the  advantages  of  a  Government  entirely  depodrcj 
on  the  continual  exercise  of  the  popnlirwill;  ■» 
our  experience  has  shown  tbat  it  is  as  beneleeili: 
practice  as  it  is  just  in  theory.  Eadi  mtxm 
change  made  in  our  local  institntiooBhuco^ 
uted  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  hu  lacian 
the  direct  influence  of  the  mass  of  the  eonwvi^ 
given  greater  fieedom  to  individual  ezertkm,  w 
restricted,  more  and  more,  the  powers  of  Gow!- 
ment ;  yet  the  intelligence,  prudence,  and  pi^- 
ism  of  the  people  hare  kept  pace  with  thB  >^ 
mented  responBibUity.  In  no  cosntiy  bts  t^i^ 
tion  been  so  widely  diffiised.  Domertic  P**  "l^ 
nowhere  so  hugely  reigned.  The  close  bono* 
sodal  intercourse  have  in  no  faistaDce  pnn^ 
with  soch  harmony  over  a  ^lace  so  vtst  AH  KfS 
of  reli^ou  have  united,  for  the  first  time,  to  ^ 
charity  and  ptety,  because,  for  the  first  time  io " 
history  of  nations,  all  have  been  totally  vss^ 
melted,  and  absolutely  iree.  The  deepest  nciss 
of  the  wilderness  have  Wen  penetrated;  nVa- 
stead  of  the  rudeness  hk  the  socisi  cenfidnca^ 
quent  upon  such  adventares  elnewbere,a^e>*f 
conminnities  have  sprung  up,  already  mmnW' 
prosperity,  general  inteUigence,  intenial  tiw|F 
lity,  and  the  wisdom  of  their  political  iastitmia 
Internal  improvement,  the  fruit  of  >°^"^* 
terprise,  fostered  by  the  jwotection  of  the  sals 
has  added  new  Unks  to  the  confedeistiM. «" 
fresh  rewards  to  provident  indattry. 
quesUons  of  domestic  poBey  have  been  qtw? 
settled  by  mutual  fort>earance ;  and  agncnltn 
commerce,  and  manufactures,  minister  « 
other.  Taxation  and  public  debt,  the  burW" 
which  bear  so  heavily  upon  afl  other  coimwa 
have  pressed  with  comparative  ''K''""'^.5i!h«b 
Without  one  entangling  alliance,  our  fiiai"»l 
prized  by  every  nation ;  and  the  rights  of  off  ^ 
zcns  are  everywhere  respected,  becaose  ««' 
known  to  be  guarded  by  a  united,  Beiisiti«.«* 
watchful  people.  h 

To  this  practical  operation  of  our  instiW'^'j; 
evident  and  successful,  we  owe  that  i"""*"^, 
tachment  to  them  which  is  among  tbe  nort^ 
big  exUbitioni  of  ptqpidar  lenthneat,  sad  nil 


Digitized  by  Google 


DBBAXBS  07  GONGBESa 


.  691 


•2d  Sns.] 

their  best  aecoritx,  in  time  to  come,  agtiait  foreign 
or  domesUo  aaMolt. 

Thb  TCvIev  of  tlw  rendti  of  oar  institatloni,  fi>r 
half  n  eentory,  without  exciUng  a  spirit  of  vain 
exultation,  ahouid  serve  to  impress  upon  us  the 
great  prininples  from  which  they  have  sprung ; 
coDstant  and  direct  superrision  by  the  people  orer 
every  poblio  measure ;  strict  forbearwice  on  the 

Srt  oftbe  GoTerament  from  exerdshig  any  doubt- 
er disputed  powers ;  and  a  eaationi  atwdneoce 
from  all  interference  with  concerns  which  jproperly 
ttelong,  and  are  best  left  to  Btate  regulations  and 
individual  enterprise. 

Full  informaUoa  of  the  state  of  our  foreign 
ailairfl  having  been  reccntiy,  on  different  occa- 
doDS,  submitted  to  Congress,  I  deem  it  necessary 
now  to  bring  to  your  notice  only  such  events  as 
tiave  Bubeequentiy  occurred,  or  are  of  such  impor- 
tance as  to  require  particular  attention. 

The  most  amicable  dispo^tions  continue  to  be 
exhibited  by  all  the  nations  with  whom  the  Gov- 
ernment ana  citiiens  of  the  United  States  have  an 
habitual  intercourse.  At  the  date  of  my  lost  an- 
noal  mesMige,  Mexico  was  the  only  nation  which 
could  not  l>e  bdttded  In  so  gratifying  a  reference 
to  oar  ibieign  relations. 

I  am  happy  to  be  now  able  to  inform  you  that 
an  advance  has  been  made  towards  the  adjustment 
of  our  ^fBcultiea  with  ttiat  Republic,  and  the 
restoration  of  the  customary  good  Keling  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  Tlila  important  change  has 
been  eflbeted  by  condUatory  negotiatioos,  that 
have  resulted  in  the  eooclurion  of  a  toeaty  between 
the  two  Governments,  which,  when  ratified.  wiU 
refer  to  the  orbitrameut  of  a  fHendly  power  all  the 
subjects  of  controversy  between  us  growing  out  of 
li^uries  to  individuals.  There  is,  at  present,  also, 
reason  to  Relieve  that  an  equitable  settlement  of 
•n  dinNited  p^ta  will  be  attained  without  fiirther 
difficalty  or  unnecessary  delay,  and  thus  authorize 
the  free  resumption  of  diplomatic  intercourse  with 
our  sister  Bepublic 

With  respect  to  the  north-eastern  boundary  of 
the  United  States,  no  official  correspondence  be- 
tween this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain 
has  passed  since  that'  communicated  to  Congress 
towards  the  close  of  their  last  session,  Tlie  offer 
to  negotiate  a  eiHiTeution  for  the  appointment  of  a 

ioint  comoUarion  of  surrey  and  exploration,  I  am, 
owever,  assured  win  be  met  by  her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment in  a  coDciUatory  and  friendly  spirit,  and 
instmctions  to  enable  the  British  Minister  here  to 
conclude  such  an  arrangement  will  be  transmitted 
to.  him  without  needless  delay.  It  la  hoped  and 
expected  that  these  iuiitructions  wiU  be  of  a  liberal 
oharaeter,  and  'that  this  negcAiation,  successful, 
will  prove  to  be  an  important  stop  towards  the 
satisfactory  and  finsl  a^ustment  n  the  contro- 
versy. 

I  had  hoped  that  the  respect  for  the  laws  and 
regard  for  the  peace  and  honor  of  their  own  coun- 
try, which  bv  ever  charaoterited  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  would  have  prevented  any  por- 
tion of  them  from  using  any  means  to  promote  )n» 
surreotim  in  the  territory  of  a  power  with  which 
we  are  at  peace,  and  with  which  the  United  States 
are  demrous  of  maintaining  the  most  friendly  rela- 
tions. I  regret  deeply,  however,  to  be  obl^d  to 
inform  vou  that  this  has  not  bten  the  case.  Infor^ 
mation  has  been  given  to  me,  deiived  from  offidal 
and  other  soarces,  that  many  citizens  of  the  United 
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States  have  associated  together  to  make  hostile  in- 
eurrions  fh>m  our  territory  into  Canada,  and  to 
aid  and  abet  Insnrreetlon  there,  In  violation  of  the 
obligations  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
open  disregard  of  their  own  duties  as  citizens. 
This  information  has  been  in  part  confirmed,  by  a 
hostile  invsMon  actually  made  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  in  eoiijuoction  with  Canadians  and 
others,  and  accompanied  by  a  fbrclble  seizure  of 
the  property  of  our  citizens,  and  an  application 
thereof  to  the  prosecution  of  military  operations 
agunst  the  authorities  and  people  of  Canada. 

The  results  of  these  criminal  assaults  upon  the 
peace  and  order  of  a  neighboring  country,  have 
been,  as  was  to  be  expected,  &taUy  destructive  to 
the  misguided  or  deluded  poisons  engaged  in  them, 
and  highly  injurious  to  those  In  wheee  behalf  they 
are  professed  to  have  been  undertaken.  The  au- 
thorities in  Canada,  from  IntelUgcnce  received  of 
such  intended  movements  among  our  citizens,  hare 
felt  themselves  obliged  'to  take  precautionary  meas- 
ures against  them ;  have  actuaUy  embodied  the 
militia,  and  assumed  an  attitude  to  repel  the  inva- 
sion to  which  they  believed  the  colonies  were  ex- 
posed from  the  United  States.  A  state  of  feeling 
on  both  sides  of  the  frontier  has  thus  been  pro- 
duced, which  called  for  prompt  and  vigorous  inter- 
ference. If  an  insurrection  existed  in  Canada,  the 
amicable  dispositions  of  the  United  States  towards 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  their  duty  to  themselves, 
would  lead  them  to  maintain  n  strict  neutrality, 
and  to  restrain  their  dtizens  from  all  violations  of 
the  laws  irtilch  have  been  passed  for  its  enfnrce- 
ment.*  But  this  Government  recognizes  a  still 
higher  obligation  to  repress  all  attempts  on  the 
part  of  its  citizens  to  disturb  the  peace  of  a  coun- 
try where  order  prevails,  or  has  been  re-established. 
Depredations  by  our  citizens  upon  nations  at  peace 
witn  the  Uidted  States^  or  combinations  for  com- 
mitting them,  have  at  m  times  been  regarded  by 
the  Aimerican  Government  and  people  with  the 
greatest  abhorrence.  Military  incuraions  by  our 
citizens  Into  countries  so  situated,  and  the  com- 
misdon  of  acts  of  violence  on  the  members  thereof, 
in  order  to  effect  a  change  in  its  government,  or 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  have,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  our  Government,  been  held  equally 
criminal  on  the  part  of  those  engaged  in  them,  and 
as  much  deserving  of  punishment,  as  would  be  the 
disturbance  of  the  public  pea^e  by  the  perpetration 
of  similar  acts  within  our  own  territory. 

By  no  country  or  persons  have  these  invaluable 
principles  of  international  law — principles,  the  strict 
observance  of  which  is  so  indispensable  to  the  pres- 
ervation social  order  in  the  world — been  more 
earnestly  cherished  or  sacredly  respected  than  by 
thoee  great  and  good  men  who  first  declared,  and 
finally  established,  the  independence  of  our  own 
country.  They  promulgated  and  maintained  them 
at  an  early  and  critical  period  in  our  history ;  they 
were  Bubsequentiy  embodied  in  legislative  enact- 
ments of  a  highly  penal  eharaeter,  tiie  ftithfid  eo- 
foTcement  ci  wbfch  has  hitherto  been,  and  wiQ,  I 
trust,  always  continne  to  be,  regarded  as  a  duty 
inseparably  associated  with  the  maiiitenance  of  oar 
national  honor.  That  the  people  of  the  United 
States  should  feel  an  interest  in  the  spread  of  po- 
litical institutions  as  ftee  as  they  regard  their  own 
to  be,  is  natural ;  nor  can  a  sincere  soQcitude  for 
the  success  of  dl  those  who  are,  at  any  time,  in 
good  &t(h  itTDggUog  for  thdr  luiqaidtiflD,  be  Im- 
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Dated  to  our  citizens  aa  a  crime.  With  the  entire 
needom  of  oi^olon,  and  aa  nodiagulsed  expreasion 
thereof,  on  Uieir  part,  the  Goremmetit  haa  oeither 
the  right,  nor,  I  tniat,  the  disposition  to  interfere. 
But  ivhetber  the  interest  or  the  honor  of  the 
United  States  require  that  their  should  be  made  a 
partj  to  any  sach  strurgte,  and,  bj  inevitable  coa- 
■eqnence,  to  the  war  vmch  is  waged  in  its  support, 
b  a  qoestkm  which,  b;  our  coosutntion,  Is  wisely 
left  to  CoDgreis  aloM  to  dedde.  It  is,  by  the  Uws, 
atready  madt  orimfaial  in  our  dtiiens  to  embarrass 
or  anticipate  that  deddon,  bynoanthorized  miUtary 
operations  on  their  part.  Offences  of  this  cliar- 
acter,  in  addition  to  their  criminality  as'violaUons 
of  thia  laws  of  our  country,  have  a  direct  tendency 
to  draw  down  upon  our  own  ciUzens  at  large  the 
multi[died  evils  of  a  foreign  war,  and  expose  to  in- 
jtirioiuimpiitatioB|i  the  good  fkith  and  honor  of  the 
eoimtry.  At  moh  they  desem  to  be  put  down 
with  promptitude  and  decldon.  I  cannot  be  nris- 
taken.  I  am  confident,  in  oonnttng  on  the  cordial 
and  general  concurrence  of  onr  fellow-citizens  in 
this  sentiment.  A  copy  of  the  proclunatioD  which 
I  fakTo  felt  it  my  duty  to  laaue,  is  herewith  coAmn- 
idotted.  I  cannot  but  hop«  that  the  good  sense 
•Dd  patriotinn,  the  regard  for  the  honor  and  repu- 
tatliKt  of  their  conntry,  the  respect  for  the  laws 
which  they  have  themMlves  enacted  for  their  own 
goremment,  and  the  love  of  order  for  which  the 
mass  of  our  people  have  been  so  long  and  so  justly 
distinguished  will  deter  the  comparadvely  few  who 
•le  engaged  m  tikom  from  a  fnruier  prosecution  of 
neh  demerate  enterprises.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
existing  laws  have  been,  and  will  continue  to  be, 
flithflilly  executed ;  and  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  oarry  them  out  in  their  full  extent.  Whether 
they  are  sufficient  or  not,  to  meet  the  actual  state 
of  things  on  the  Canadian  fhintier,  it  is  for  Con- 
gress to  decide. 

It  will  appear  from  the  correspondence  herewith 
Mbmltted,  that  tin  Govemment  of  Rusda  declines 
t  renewal  the  fonrth  arOole  of  the  convention 
of  April,  1624,  between  the  United  States  and  his 
Imperial  Majesty,  by  the  third  article  of  which  it  is 
agreed  that  "hereafter  there  sh"  11  not  be  formed 
by  the  dtizens  of  the  United  States,  or  under  the 
anUiority  of  the  said  States,  any  establishment  upon 
tiie  nortn-west  coast  of  America,  nor  In  any  of  the 
idands  wyacent,  to  the  north  of  M"  40'  of  north 
latitude ;  and  that  in  tbe  same  manner  there  shall  be 
none  formed  by  Snsaian  subjects,  or  under  the  au- 
thority of  BuBda,  south  of  the  same  parallel ;  "  and 
by  the  fourth  article,  ''that,  during  a  term  of  ten 
years,  countbg  from  the  signature  of  the  present 
oonvention,  the  ships  of  botn  powers,  or  which  be- 
kmg  to  thdr  dUiens  or  sut^ects  respectively,  may 
ieeq>rocally  frequent,  without  any  hindrance  what- 
ever, tiie  Interior  seas,  gulik,  harbors,  and  creeks 
upon  the  coast  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article, 
for  the  purpose  of  fishing  and  trading  with  the  na- 
tives of  the  country."  The  reasons  assigned  for 
declining  to  renew  the  providona  of  this  artide, 
are,  briefly,  that  the  only  use  made  by  our  dtizens 
of  the  privilege  it  uonres  to  them,  has  been  to  sup* 
ply  the  Indians  with  spirituous  tiquors,  ammunition, 
and  fire-arms  ;  that  this  trafBc  has  been  excluded 
from  the  Russian  trade ;  and  as  the  supplies  fnr- 
'nlshed  from  the  United  States  are  injurious  to  the 
Busslan  establishments'  on  the  nortb-ffest  coast,  and 
calculated  to  produce  compldnts  between  the  two 
Oovemments,  bis  Imperid  llijeBty  tUnka  It  for  the 


interest  of  both  ooantries  not  to  aecede  to  & 
propodtion  made  by  the  American  Goremmai  for 
the  renewd  n/t  the  artide  last  refertedto. 

The  correspondence  herewith  eommudeatd  dl 
show  the  grounds  upon  which  we  contend  tbtl  tin 
citizens  01  the  United  States  have,  independent  rf 
the  providons  of  the  convention  of  1BS4,  ai^ 
to  trade  with  the  natives  npon  the  coast  in  qiw- 
tion,  at  unoccupied  place?,  liable,  howenr,  it  a 
admitted,  to  be  at  any  time  extingddied  brtk 
creation  of  Busdan  establishments  at  such  poiut 
This  right  is  denied  by  the  Russian  GovnnKn, 
which  asserts  that,  by  the  operation  of  the  tmtr 
of  1824,  each  party  agreed  to  wdve  the  genni 
right  to  land  on  the  vacant  coasts  on  the  leqiectiR 
sides  of  the  degree  of  latitude  referred  to,  wilt 
cepted,  in  Ilea  tbereoi^  the  mutual  pririkgWBH* 
tioned  in  tiie  fourth  article.  The  caintdtndtW' 
nage  employed  by  our  dtuuns  In  their  tnde  i^ 
the  north-west  coast  of  America  will,  perii^  (■ 
advertine  to  the  official  statements  of  the  comnxitt 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  for  the  Ita 
few  yearn,  be  deemed  too  incondderaUe  In  iBMot 
to  attract  much  attention ;  yet  the  suiyeetiDiT> 
other  respeota,  deserve  the  cmreMconndaitiongt 
Congress. 

I  r^t  to  state  that  die  blodude  of  AepriiK^ 
porta  on  the  eastern  coast  of  ICexico,  whldi,  io  co- 
sequence  of  differences  between  that  RepcbGt  ad 
France,  was  instituted  in  Hay  last,  unfortimitdf  d 
continues,  enforced  by  a  competent  Fcendi  lad 
force,  and  is  necessarily  embairasdi^  to  oar  on 
trade  In  the  gulf,  in  commod  witii  thd  of  oite 
nations.  Every  dispodtion,  however,  b  beliered  te 
exist  on  the  part  of  the  Frendi  Oovenunent,  to  ro- 
der  this  measure  as  littie  onerous  as  practinUe  n 
the  Interests  of  the  dtizens  of  tiie  United  Statojd 
to  those  of  neutrd  commerce ;  and  It  is  to  bt  bfa 
that  an  eariy  settlement  of  the  difflcdtiea  betw 
IVance  and  Uexico,  will  soon  re-establiib  Ac  tK* 
monlous  rdations  formeriy  sobaistii^  betweei  th>^ 
and  agdn  open  tiie  ports  tfth^  R^diBc  to  At  Ttt 
sels  of  all  friendly  nations. 

A  convention  for  maridng  that  part  of  fl»  1»* 
dary  between  tiie  United  States  and  the  BepnbKB 
Texas,  which  extends  from  the  month  of  iIk  Sitae 
to  the  Bed  Blver,  was  conduded  and  rigned  it 
city  on  the  26tii  of  April  last  It  has  Boce  «9 
ratified  by  botii  Govenunents ;  and  seasontUt 
urea  will  be  taken  to  carry  it  tato  eflfect  (ffi  to  P 
of  the  United  States. 

The  application  of  that  BepuWIc  for  «*»^ 
Into  this  Union,  made  hi  Au^iist,  18S7,  wd 
was  declined  for  reasona  dready  made  knon 
had  been  fomaUy  witiidniwn,  as  wiD  apiK^  ma 
the  accompanying  copy  of  the  note  of  ti«  *^ 
Plenipotentifl^  of  Texas,  which  was  prcsoitefl  ^ 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  occadoa  of  Bw^ 
change  of  tiie  ratifications  of  the  cMiventi™' 
mentioned. 

Copies  of  the  convention  with 
meidd  treaty  conduded  with  tiie  King  of««« 
and  of  a  dmilar  treaty  nith  tiie  Pe™-*""™;;!, 
federation,  tiie  ratifications  of  whidi  haw  teen  ^ 
eentiy  exdiaoged,  accompany  this  0'^**8fJ^^ 
information  ^  Congress,  and  f«  soch 
enactments  as  may  be  fwmd  necesBUy  or 
in  relation  to  either  of  them.  ^ 

To  watch  over  and  foster  the  'nterestJ  ofiP^ 
ually  increadi«  and  iriddy  ext^ded  c(x^^,Lj. 
guard  the  rights  of  American  cftiiMi, ««» 
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nesB,  or  pleasnre,  or  other  motiTes,  may  tempt  into 
distant  dimes,  and  at  the  same  time  to  colUnte 
those  sentlmeots  of  muttul  reqMct  and  good  iriU 
irtddh  enerienoe  his  proved  BO  beneflobl  In  inter- 
Mtioiial  mtenioiiwe,  the  Gomnment  of  the  United 

I  States  has  deemed  it  expedient,  from  time  to  time,  to 
eBtat>Iirii  (Uplomatie  connections  iridi  different  fcw^gn 

I  States,  by  the  appointment  of  representatires  to 
reside  wltliin  their  reqiectire  territories.  I  am  grad- 

I         fled  to  be  enaUed  to  announce  to  you  tliat.  since  the 

t        dose  of  year  last  seerion,  theae  radons  uTe  been 

ried  under  the  luft^dest  imi^eee  irith  Austria  and 
Two  Sdliee ;  that  nev  nomlnatloai  haTe  been 
I  made  In  the  respective  miaedona  of  Bnaria,  Brazil, 
,  Belgium,  and  Sweden  and  Norway,  in  tins  country ; 
f  and  that  a  Minister  Extraordinary  has  been  received, 
I  aocre^ted  to  this  Qovemment  flniia  the  Argnttine 
^  CoDfedenUon. 

An  exposition  of  the  fiscal  aflUrs  of  the  Govern- 
mdit,  and     their  condition  for  ttte  past  year,  irill 
be  made  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
.  The  available  tw^oe  ta  the  Treasury,  on  tlM  Ist 

'  January  next,  is  estimated  at  |2,?6((,842.  The 

teeeiptB  <tf  the  year,  ftom  cuMoma  and  lands,  will 
'  pn)Mblyainoantto^,«16,598.  These naualaoaroes 
'  of  revenue  have  tteen  increased  by  an  Issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes— of  which  less  ttum  elgl^  miliona  of  dollars, 
■  induding  interest  and  principal,  will  be  outstanding 
'  at  the  end  of  the  year — and  by  the  sale  of  one  of  the 
>  bonds  of  tiie  Bank  of  tiie  United  States,  for  |2,2M,- 
'  871.  The  aggregate  of  means  from  these  and  other 
'  soorcea,  with  ttie  balance  on  hand  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary last,  lias  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  appro- 
I  priationa  by  Congreaa.  The  wh(4e  ezpoiditace  fot 
I  the  year  on  their  account,  including  die  redemption 
I  of  more  than  eight  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  eoasti- 
t  tutes  an  aggregate  of  about  forty  millions  of  dollars, 
and  will  etiU  leave  in  the  Treasury  the  balance  before 
f  stated. 

t  Kearly  eight  milliona  of  dollars  of  Titatan  notes 

i        are  to  be  pud  during  the  ooming  year,  in  adduion  to 
I         Ae  ordinary  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment For  bom  these  purpoeee,  the  reaouroee  <^ 
the  Treasury  will  undoutiitedly  be  suffident,  if  the 
diaiges  upon  it  are  not  increased  beyond  the  anoual 
I         estimates.   No  excess,  however.  Is  likely  to  exist ; 

aor  can  the  postponed  instalment  of  the  snrplus  rev- 
\         enue  be  depoated  with  die  States,  nor  any  oondder- 
,         able  appiopriations  ixnoA  die  estimates  be  made, 
,         without  curing  a  defldency  in  the  Treasury.  The 
,         great  caution  advisable  at  all  times,  of  lindUng  appro- 
priations to  the  wants  of  the  public  service.  Is  ren- 
dered necessary  at  present  by  the  proqwctive  and 
ra|ud  reduction  of  the  tariff ;  while  toe  vi^lant  jeal- 
ousy, evidendy  exdted  among  die  pac^  the 
ooourreneea  of  the  last  few  yean,  assures  us  diat  diey 
expect  from  tbdr  representatives,  and  wtU  soatdn 
them  in  the  exMdse  of,  the  most  rigid  economy. 
Much  can  be  effected  by  postponing  appropriations, 
not  immediately  requiiut  for  tiie  ordinaiy  public  ser- 
vice, or  for  any  preasii^  emergency ;  and  much  by 
reducing  the  expenditures  where  the  entire  and  lin- 
mediate  aocompliahment  of  the  olijeeto  in  view  Is  not 
h^menasMe. 

Wnen  we  call  to  mind  the  recent  and  extreme 
embarrasaments  produced  by  excessive  issues  of 
bank  paper,  aggravated  by  the  unforeseen  witlidrawal 
c(  modi  foreign  capital,  and  the  inevitable  deraoge- 
ment  aridng  Prom  the  distribution  of  the  surplos 
revenue  among  the  States  as  required  by  Omgress ; 
and  oonsider  toe  heavy  eipenaes  Incarred     toe  te- 
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moral  tjt  Indian  tribes ;  l^  die  military  operations 
in  Florida ;  and  on  account  of  the  unusually  laige 
appropriations  made  at  the  last  two  annual  sessions 
of  Onwretofbr  other  objeals,iiu  have  striking  «vi> 
denoe,  m  dte  present  effldeiit  state  erf  our  fltuuieea, 
of  the  abundant  resources  of  the  country  to  fulfil  all 
its  oUigationa.  Nor  is  it  less  gratifying  to  find  that 
toe  gewral  business  of  the  community,  deeply  aflSsct- 
ed  as  it  has  been.  Is  reviving  wito  ad^tional  vigor, 
diastened  by  tiie  lessons  of  the  past,  and 
by  the  hopes  of  toe  fntore.  By  toe  cartaUmeot  of 
p^ier  issues  -,  by  curbing  the  sanguine  and  idren- 
turous  spmt  of  speculation ;  and  by  the  honorable 
applicatitm  of  all  available  means  to  toe  fulfilment  of 
obligations,  confidence  has  been  restored  boto  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  ease  and  UdSty  awaited  to  all 
the  <qierations  of  trade. 

Die  agmoy  of  the  GoTcrament  in  iModwdng  diaae 
resaUa  uis  been  as  eSdent  aslto  powers  and  mMoa 
permitted.  By  withholding  fVom  the  States  die 
deposit  of  toe  fourth  Instalment,  and  leaving  several 
millions  at  \ong  credits  wito  the  banks,  pnndpaOy 
in  one  section  of  the  ooontry,  and  more  Immediatdy 
beneficial  to  it ;  and,  at  toe  same  time,  aiding  tm 
banks  and  oommerdal  communltiea  in  other  a^Mmm^ 
by  pos^Kuing  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties  to  the 
amount  <tf  between  four  and  fiven^lUonsof  ddbrs; 
by  an  issue  of  l^easmy  notes  as  a  means  to  enaUe 
toe  Government  to  meet  the  omseqnences  of  their 
indulgence ;  but  affording,  at  the  same  time,  fadli- 
ties  for  remittance  and  exduutge;  and  by  steadily 
declining  to  employ  as  general  depodt(»ies  of  tlw 
public  revenues,  or  receive  tlw  notes  of  all  banks 
wbidiTefliBed  to  redeem  them  wito  nede:  l^dieiB 
measures,  dded  by  the  fbvoraUe  aonon  of  some  of 
tiie  banks,  and  by  the  support  and  co-operation  of  a 
large  portioq  <^  toe  ctHnmuiUty,  we  have  witoessed 
an  eariy  resumption  of  spede  payments  in  our  great 
commercial  capital,  promptiy  fdlowed  hi  auoost 
every  part  of  toe  Unhed  States.  This  result  has  be«t 
alikeaahitsty  to  the  true  interests  of  agrieultnre,  ooak> 
meroe,  and  msmiftctaies ;  to  public  morals,  respect 
for  toe  laws,  and  that  confidence  between  man  and 
man  wUdt  is  so  essential  in  all  our  aodal  rdations. 

The  contrast  between  the  suspension  of  1S14  and 
toat  of  1887  is  most  strildng.  The  short  dnration 
of  toe  latter;  toe  ^mpt  restoration  c^-budneasi 
the  evident  benefits  resulting  from  an  acQwranee 
by  the  Gommuent  to  the  eonsdtadonal  standard 
of  value,  instead  of  sanctlodog  toe  snspendon  by 
toe  recdpt  of  irredeemable  paper ;  and  the  advan- 
tages derived  from  toe  laige  amoont  of  speeie  in- 
troduced into  toe  country  prevloua  to  1887,  afford 
a  vatoable  illustration  of  toe  true  pi^y  of  the  QoT- 
enunent  in  sneh  a  crisis ;  nor  oaa  the  comparisni 
bll  to  remove  toe  Impresdon  that  a  natinul  bank 
Is  necessary  lu  such  emergencies.  Not  only  were 
apede  payments  resumed  witoout  ito  aid,  but  ex- 
changes have  also  been  more  rapidly  restored  than 
when  It  existed ;  thereby  diowlng  toat  private  cap- 
ital, enterprise,  and  prudence  are  fully  adequate  to 
these  enu.  On  all  these  pointa  ezperienee  ■aena 
to  have  eonflrmed  toe  views  heretofbre  sidtBiittsA 
to  Congress.  We  have  been  saved  toe  mortifleatioB 
of  seeing  the  distress  of  toe  community  for  toe  third 
time  sdsed  on  to  fasten  upon  the  country  so  dan- 
gerous an  losUtntion ;  and  we  may  also  hope  that 
the  badness  of  individuals  will  hereafter  be  relieved 
from  toe  ii^urioua  effecte  of  a  continued  agitation 
of  that  disturbing  subject.  The  limited  imueooe 
of  anatiwal  baut  in  averting  darangewent  in  the 
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excbangu  of  tbe  couotry,  or  la  compelling  tbe  re- 
nioptimi  of  qMde  paymenta,  is  lum  not  le«  ap- 
parent than  itn  tendraoytoinerease  InOTdinateqtee* 
itliii<»i  b;  sodden  expan^ong  and  contractions;  its 
AipodUon  to  n^te  panic  and  embarraflsment  for 
tbe  proniAtion  of  its  own  desigos ;  its  interference 
with  politics ;  and  its  far  neater  power  for  evil  than 
fin- good,  either  In  regard  to  the  local  lostitntions 
ortM  operations  of  Govemaient  itself.  What  waa. 
In  tliete  renwcta,  but  apprebenuon  or  <^ntoD  vbui 
a  national  bank  was  lirst  established,  now  Btaada 
eonfinned  by  hnmlllatiDg  experience.  The  scenes 
tbroogb  which  we  baTe  passed  conclusiTely  prove 
how  lutle  our  conunerce,  agriculture,  manufactures, 
or  finances,  require  «ich  an  lostituUoo,  and  what 
dangers  aqp  atteodaDt  on  its  power — a  power,  I 
trurt,  nerer  to  be  conferred  by  the  Amencaa  peo* 
]de  npon  th^  GorenuDAit,  ana  still  leM  iqwn  uidi- 
TldiiUB  not  responsible  to  tbsm  fbr  its  unarcridable 
abuses. 

My  conTietion  of  tbe  neceedty  of  further  legislo- 
tire  proTisiODS  for  the  safekeeidng  and  disburse- 
uent  of  the  public  aioneys,  and  my  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  the  measures  best  adapted 'to  the  accom- 
pUsbmoit  of  those  oljects,  hare  been  already  sub- 
mitted to  yon.  These  hare  been  strengthened  by 
recent  events ;  and,  in  the  full  conviotioa  that  time 
and  experience  most  still  f\irther  demonstrate  their 
propriety,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  with  respectful  defer- 
ence to  tlie  conflicting  views  of  others,,  again  to  in- 
liteyour  attention  to  tbem. 

with  the 

the  ftv  banks  still  eni|doyed  aoder  the  tot  of  18M, 
the  amounts  rectuTed  for  duties,  and,  with  rery  in* 
considerable  exceptions,  those  aooruing  from  lands 
also,  have,  ^ce  the  general  suspeodon  of  specie 
paymenta  by  the  deposit  banks,  been  kept  and  dis- 
boned  by  tbe  Treasurer,  onder  bis  general  legal 
poweiSi  snttfsot  to  the  superintendence  of  the  Seo- 
ntary  of  the  Treasury.  The  propriety  of  defining 
more  spedflcaOy,  and  of  regulating  by  law,  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  wide  scope  of  Executive  discretton, 
has  been  already  submitted  to  Congress. 

A  change  in  tbe  office  of  colleGtor  at  one  of  onr 
prindpal  porta,  has  brought  to  light  a  defalcation 
«f  the  srarest  oharacter,  the  particulars  of  which 
win  be  bid  before  you  in  a  Bpecial  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Trieasury,  By  bis  report  and  the 
aooompanyiog  dooumentA,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
weddy  returns  of  the  defaulting  officer  npparentiy 
•xUbited,  throughout,  a  fiuthfm  admiDistration  of 
the  aSaira  intm^d  to  his  management.  It,  bow- 
ev«r,  now  aiqtears,  that  be  commenced  abstracting 
tbe  pobUo  moneys  abortiy  after  his  appointment, 
uid  continued  to  do  so,  progreasiTely  increasing  the 
SJDonnt,  for  tbe  term  of  more  thui  seven  years,  em- 
braoing  a  portion  of  the  period  duriw  which  the 
mbUe  moneys  were  deposited  In  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  whole  of  that  of  tbe  State  bank 
depodt  system,  and  conclutUng  only  on  his  retire- 
ment  fh>m  office  after  that  system  bad  substantially 
fUled,  in  oonsequeoee  of  ue  fluapradm  «F  BptiM 
panaents. 

The  way  la  which  this  defalcation  waa  so  long 
concealed,  and  the  steps  taken  to  indemnify  the 
United  States^  as  far  as  practicable,  against  loss, 
win  also  be  presented  to  you.  The  oaae  is  one 
vhich  imperatively  claims  tlie  attention  of  Congress, 
and  fdmJshea  tbe  strongest  motive  for  tbe  eetabMt- 
■MDt  of  a  more  ssvere  and  Becare  Bjatam  tot  the 


safekeeping  and  disbursement  of  tbe  pobfio  bokji 
than  any  vaaX  has  bsretotee  existed. 

It  seems  1"^^  ^t  all  events,  tiiat,  b;  u  ei^ 
enactment,  nnwar  to  that  oi  other  coaDtriei,th 
application  of  pobttc  money  by  an  oSoer  of  Gomi- 
ment  to  private  uses,  sbonld  be  made  a  frioor,  ai 
visited  with  severe  and  ignominious  paDUtHA 
This  is  already,  in  effect,  the  law  in  leqmt  to  Ot 
mint,  and  baa  been  prodnolive  of  the  noitnliaT 
resutta.  Whatever  system  is  adopted,  ssdi  uw 
aetment  would  be  wise  as  an  Independait  dkmr, 
nnce  much  of  tiie  public  moneys  most,  in  that 
lection  and  ultimate  disbursement,  pass  twice  iluoggb 
the  hands  of  public  officers,  in  whateTcr  nnut 
they  are  Intermediately  kept  The  QonnBa^il 
must  be  admitted,  has  been  from  its  eonncBmi 
comparatively  fbrtonate  hi  tUs  fsspeet  Bst  it 
appointing  power  cannot  always  be  wdl  adriria 
its  selections,  and  tbe  experience  of  everr 
has  shown  that  public  officers  are  not  at  ^  laa 
proof  agaiiut  temptation.  It  is  a  duty,  tbenfo 
which  tbe  Government  owes,  as  w^  to  the  iBtsn 
committed  to  its  care  as  to  the  officers  tbewdn^ti 
provide  every  guard  against  transgreswai  d  tii> 
character  that  is  oontfslent  with  reasm  and  Idnai? 
Congress  cannot  be  too  jealous  tit  the  caxhrt  « 
those  who  are  introsted  with  tbe  public  moi^; 
I  sball  at  all  times  be  disposed  to  enoonngetvitttiM 
discharge  of  this  duty.  If  amwedirectaKipen&i 
on  tbe  part  of  Congress,  in  thesoperrisionofdMt* 
duct  of  the  officers  intrusted  with  tbe  cthW^I" 
application  of  tbe  pubUo  mon^  la  deemed  itsut 
it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  aarist  in  tiie  tatiMtoai 
of  any  jo^dona  and  CMutitutionsl  plu  bj™ 
tiiat  may  be  aoomnpliabed.  Too  will, 
wisdom,  detemune  upon  tbe  propriety  of  *dqnf 
such  a  plan,  and  npon  the  measure  necemrr  »  ■ 
effectual  execution.  When  the  late  Btok  of « 
United  States  waa  incorporated,  and  mada  tis<^ 
pository  of  tlie  public  moneys,  a  right  via  nff" 
to  Congress  to  inject,  at  its  pleasoie,  ■  (* 
mittee  of  that  body,  tiie  bo^  and  the  pioM 
ti  the  bank.  .  . 

In  one  of  the  States  whose  banUog  isrtimi 
are  surawsed  to  rank  aoH»ig  the  first  in  piHiit  a  ij^ 
Uli^,  ttiey  are  mtjeeted  to  eonstent  exnunMn'? 
conualarioaets  aratmnted  fbr  that  Pi^^po^.^^ 
of  the  success  of  its  banking  system  is  sUtftmn  u 
this  watdifhl  snpervisioo.  The  same  course  btfw 
In  view  of  its  beneficial  operation,  been  tdoittoi! 
an  a^jobiing  State,  &vorably  known  lor  tbe  oi*  > 
baa  wways  bestowed  ap<Hi  whatever  rdiM  to," 
financial  eoncerna.  I  sidtmit  to  your  cwad^ 
whether  a  committee  of  Congieas  tnigfat  not  be 

ably  employed  in  hiq>eotin^  at  sodi  inttmas 
nUgbt  be  deemed  proper,  the  afBdrs  and  ■ccoin^ 
officera  Intrusted  witii  tiie  custody  of  t**.!*? 
mon^   The  frequent  periimnance  <jf 
might  be  made  ol^gatory  00  tbe  canmittee 
sped  to  thoee  officers  who  have  large  anna  m 
poeaession,  and  lefl  discretionsry  in  reqtectto  oW» 
They  might  report  to  tbe  Exeentive  soch  0^ 
tlona  SB  were  finmd  to  exhrti,  vitti  a  view  to  a  ffi^ 

removal  from  office  unless  the  de&ult 

torily  accounted  for ;  and  report,  also,  to  Cwg* 

at  the  commencement  of  eath  se«on,  tiaww* 

their  examinations  and  proceedings.  It  do«  Wr 

to  nw  that,  with  a  sobjeotion  of  tius 

officers  to  tbe  general  ■aperristai  of  theB«*^ 

to  fTfimhmtfpnii  \fj  ft'eomntttee  ot  Clip** 
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poiodi  of  lAteh  thar  ilioald  hsre  no  pmteoi  notice, 
and  to  proflecojUon  and  punishment  as  for  felon; 
for  greiy  bfeacb  of  trnst,  the  smfekeeping  of  the 
paUio  moneys,  under  the  eyttem  proposed,  might  be 
placed  OQ  a  surer  foundatiou  than  it  has  erer  occu- 
pied since  the  etablishment  of  the  Oorenunent. 

The  Sacretarj  of  the  Treasury  will  \aj  before  70a 
additioQ&l  information  oonbdnii^  new  details  on  this 
interesdng  sut^Ject  To  theee  I  ask  your  eariy  atten- 
tion. .  That  it  should  have  given  rise  to  great  divei^ 
rit7  of  opinion  cannot  be  a  sutgect  of  surmise.  AAer 
the  ooUeotion  and  custody  of  Uie  pnUic  moneys  h*d 
been  for  ao  many  yean  connected  with,  and  made 
subsidiary  to,  the  adranoement  of  private  interests, 
a  return  to  the  umple  and  self-denying  ordinances 
the  constitution  could  not  but  be  ditBcult  But 
time  and  fiee  dlacuasion  elidting  the  sentlmenta 
of  the  pe<^le,  and  aided  by  that  condliatoiy  spirit 
which  has  ever  cliaracterized  their  coarse  on  great 
unergencies,  were  relied  upon  for  a  satlafactory  settle- 
mant  of  the  question.  Already  has  this  anticipation 
on  one  inq>ortant  point  at  least— the  impropriety  of 
diverting  pnbllo  money  to  private  puipoaea — been 
fully  retailed.  There  u  no  reason  to  eoppoee  that 
legislation  upon  that  branch  of  the  mibjeot  would 
sow  be  embarrassed  by  a  difference  of  opinltm,  or 
fail  to  receive  the  cordial  support  of  a  large  majority 
itf  our  constituents.  The  connection  vhidi  fonneriy 
elated  betweui  ttia  Government  and  banks,  waa  in 
reality  iqjnriou  to  boUi,  as  well  as  to  the  graieral 
interests  of  the  oommunlty  at  latge.  It  aggravated 
the  lUflasters  of  trade  and  the  derangements  of  own- 
mercial  intercourse,  and  adndnistered  new  eidte- 
ment  and  additicual  means  to  wild  and  reckless  apeo- 
ulaUons,  the  disajmointments  of  which  threw  the 
coonb7  into  cmvuuione  of  panic,  and  all  but  pro- 
duced violenoe  and  bloodshed.  The  improdeni  ex- 
pansion of  bank  credits,  irtildi  was  the  natnnd  reBidt 
of  the  command  of  tlie  revenues  of  the  State,  fur- 
nished the  resources  for  unbounded  license  In  every 
species  of  adventore,  seduced  indtutiy  from  its  regu- 
lar and  salutary  oocnpations  by  the  hope  of  abon- 
danoe  without  labor,  and  deranged  the  social  state  bf 
tempting  all  trades  and  profewons  into  the  vortex 

flpeoiiution  on  remote  contbgencies, 

Tba  same  wid»q>reading  inmience  impeded  also 
the  resooroes  of  Ute  Oovenunent,  curtailed  its  uaefnl 
operations,  embairaflsed  the  ftilfilment  of  its  obligar 
tions,  and  seriously  interfered  witii  the  execution  of  ttie 
laws.  Iduve  approiHiatiooa  and  oppressive  taxes  are 
the  natur^  oonsequenoes  of  such  a  connection,  since 
they  increase  the  pn^ts  of  those  who  ate  altowed  to 
use  the  puhUo  (hnds,  and  make  it  their  interest  that 
money  should  be  accumulated  and  expenditores  mul- 
tiplied. It  is  thus  that  a  concentrated  money  power 
is  tempted  to  become  an  active  agent  in  political 
afikira,  and  all  pest  experience  has  shown  on  whidi 
dde  that  influence  will  be  strayed.  We  deceive  our- 
selves if  we  suppose  that  it  will  ev«  be  fbnnd  assert- 
isg  and  sapporung  the  rigihis  of  the  oommnnitj  at 
lam,  hi  apposition  to  the  claims  of  the  fhw. 

£1  a  Qovemment  whose  distingniaUng  diaracteristie 
should  be  a  ditnision  and  oquauzation  of  Its  benefits 
and  hardens,  the  advantage  of  individuals  will  be 
augmented  at  the  expense  of  the  mass  of  the  people. 
Nor  is  it  the  nature  of  comUnations  for  the  acquiai- 
tfaift  of  kf^slattre  influenoa  to  confine  their  inter- 
ftrenoe  to  the  l^le  ot^ect  for  which  they  were  orig- 
InsOy  fonned.  'Sm  tempution  to  extend  it  to  other 
matters,  is,  on  the  contrary,  not  im&equentiy  too 
*nog  to  be  renited.  The  infloenoe  in  the  direetkm 
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of  poblie  aflUn,  of  the  oommunlty  at  large,  la,  there- 
fore, in  no  sli^t  danger  of  being  senary  and  l^ta- 
rionsly  alActed  by  giving  to  a  comparatively  nan, 
but  very  elBci«tt  class,  a  direct  and  exdnsive  per- 
aooal  interest  in  so  important  a  portion  of  the  leg^ 
lation  of  Congress  as  that  which  rdates  to  the.costo^ 
of  the  puUic  moneys.  If  laws  acting  upon  [nivate 
interesta  cannot  always  be  avoided,  they  should  be 
confined  irithin  the  narrowest  limits,  and  left, 
wherever  poedble,  to  the  Legislatures  of  tiie  States, 
When  not  tiius  restricted,  they  lead  to  combinations 
of  powerfhl  assodations,  foster  an  Influence  necessa- 
rily selfish,  and  turn  the  &ir  course  of  legislation  to 
nmster  ends,  rather  than  to  ottjects  that  adranoa 
public  liberty,  and  promote  the  general  good. 

The  wbole  subject  now  rests  with  yon,  and  I  oa&- 
not  but  express  a  hope  tiiat  SMne  itefimte  measure 
will  be  adopted  at  the  present  sesdcm. 

It  will  not,  I' am  sure,  bo  deemed  out  of  place  for 
me  here  to  remaric,  that  the  declaration  of  my  views 
in  opposition  to  the  policy  of  employing  banks  as 
depoatories  of  the  Government  flmda,  cannot  josUy 
be  constmed  as  indicative  of  hoetinty,  official  or 
personal,  to  those  instttntfons ;  or  to  n^wat,  in  tUi 
fonn,  ai^  in  connection  with  this  subject,  (qrfnlm 
which  I  have  uniformly  entertained,  and  on  all  pro- 
per oocariona  expressed.  Though  always  opposed 
to  their  creation  In  the  form  of  excludve  pririlms, 
and  as  a  State  magistrate  ^ming  by  q>propriate  ug- 
idation  to  aecnre  the  community  against  the  oonae- 
qumoea  of  tlidr  occasional  mismanagement,  I  han 
yet  ever  wiidied  to  see  tbem  protected  in  the  ezerdse 
of  rights  conferred  by  law,  and  have  never  donbted 
their  utility,  when  property  managed,  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  trade,  and,  through  that  duumel,  the 
other  interests  of  the  community.  To  the  General 
Government  they  present  themselvea  merdy  as  State 
institutims,  having  no  necessary  connection  irith  Ki 
let^ation  or  its  administration.  Oke  other  State 
establishments,  they  may  be  used  or  not  In  con- 
ducting  the  aflUrs  of  we  Qovemment,  as  poUlo 
policy' and  the  general  interests  of  the  Union  may 
seem  to  require.  The  only  safe  or  proper  principal 
upon  which  their  interconise  with  uie  Government 
can  be  rtKukted,  Is' t^  which  violates  their  inter> 
course  wuh  the  privwe  citizen— «ie  conferring  of 
mutual  beaeflts.  When  the  Government  can  acoom- 
[dish  a  flnancial  operation  better  with  the  aid  of  the 
banks  than  without,  it  dionld  be  at  liberty  to  sedc 
that  ^d  as  it  would  the  services  of  a  private  banker, 
or  other  capitalists  or  agents,  giving  the  preference 
to  those  who  will  serve  it  on  the  best  terms.  Ifor 
can  thve  ever  exist  an  interest  in  the  dBoers  of  Ae 
General  Government,  as  such,  Indudng  tbem  to  em- 
barrass or  annoy  the  State  iMmka,  any  more  than  to 
incur  the  hostility  of  any  other  class  of  State  insti- 
tutions, or  of  private  citizens.  It  )s  not  In  the  na- 
ture of  ttdngs  that  hortility  to  thoee  Institutions  can 
firing  turn  this  souros,  or  any  opporition  to  titelr 
course  of  badness,  except  when  they  tbamsdvea 
depart  ftom  die  (^eots  of  fiieir  ereatloa,  and  attempt 
to  nsuip  powers  not  conferred  ypon  them,  or  to  sab- 
vert  the  standard  of  value  established  by  the  consti- 
tution. While  oppoation  to  tbdr  regular  operations 
cannot  exist  In  tlus  quarter,  redstance  to  any  attempt 
to  make  the  Govemmoit  depoident  upon  them  wr 
tiie  eaoeessfttl  admlnlstintion  pnUie  iflUn,  Is  a 
matter  of  duty,  as  I  trust  It  ever  will  be  of  inciina- 
tion,  no  matter  from  what  motive  or  condderation 
the  attempt  may  originate. 

It  is  no  more  fluut  just  to  die  hanks  to  mj^  Otl^ 
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In  the  late  emet;geiic7,  most  o[  tbem  flnnly  Nested 
ttte  ilnDgflBt  temptadon  to  extend  thdr  paper  ianea, 
iiliM  ^MUiently  snst^ed  in  a  BuapeniioD  of  apede 
Itajmenli  by  public  opinion,  even  tfaoi^  in  some 
caaes  invited  by  t^ialaUve  enactineDt&  To  tliia  hon- 
orable coarse,  aid^  by  the  resistance  of  the  General 
Oomtunent,  actmg  in  obedience  to  the  Conatitution 
and  laws  of  the  Cnited  States,  to  the  introdoction 
ti  an  iiredeemible  pqier  medium,  may  be  attributed, 
hi  a  great  degne,  the  speedy  restoration  of  our  cur- 
rency to  a  Boond  state,  and  uie  bn^ess  of  the  coon- 
ttytoitawmtedpro^Kri^.  T%e  iMiika  barebntto 
eondnne  ht  the  same  safe  course,  and  be  content  in 
th^  apprtmriate  sphere,  to  aTwd  all  interference  from 
the  G«neral  Gorenmiei^  and  to  derive  from  it  all  the 
iirotecdon  and  benefits  whldi  It  bestows  on  other 
State  estabUflhmentB,  on  the  peo|de  of  the  States, 
and  on  the  States  ^onselves.  In  this,  their  true 
podUon,  diey  cannot  but  aecon  the  cra^enoe  and 
nod  wOl  tt  the  peoide  and  the  Qovemment,  whidi 
tb^  can  (wly  lose  vnen,  le^>ing  Awn  their  l^ti- 
nate  sphere,  they  attempt  to  control  the  apmaSooB 
of  the  Government  to  their  own  purposes. 

Oar  experience  nader  the  act  passed  at  the  last 
Msrioo^  to  grant  pre-emption  li^ta  to  settlers  on 
the  pobBo  lands,  has  as  yet  been  too  limited  to  en- 
able usto  pronooDoe  w}th  safeW  opon  the  efficacy 
4tf  its  pnmsioos  to  carry  out  the  wise  and  liberal 
Mdicy  of  the  Government  in  that  respect.  There 
IB,  however,  the  best  reaaon  to  anticipate  &vorable 
Nfoha  from  its  operation.  The  recommendations 
fi>nneriy  snbn^ted  to  yoo,  in  respect  to  a  gntdna- 
tkm  of  the  piloeof  the  pidilio  lands,  remain  to  be 
flni^y  aotea  vpon.  Having  finmd  no  reason  to 
duuigs  the  viewB  then  expressed,  yonr  attendon  to 
than  la  agdn  respectftdly  requested. 

Every  proper  exertion  has  been  made,  and  will 
be  continued,  iff  carry  out  the  wishes  of  Congress 
in  relation  to  the  tobacco  trade,  as  indicated  in  the 
Mrenl  resohitfons  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
^■nt,  and  the  ksidatlon  of  the  two  brai^ies.  A 
&vorable  impresmon  baa,  I  trust,  been  made  in  the 
different  foreign  countries  to  which  partlcnlar  at- 
teo^n  has  bMn  directed,  and  althou^  we  cannot 
hope  for  an  early  change  In  tjulr  pcdicy,  as  la  many 
of  them  a  eonveident  and  lai^  revenue  is  derived 
flmn  monopolies  in  the  fabrication  and  sale  of  this 
article,  yet,  as  these  monopolies  are  really  li^nrioiu 
to  the  people  where  tbey  are  established,  and  the 
revenue  derived  from  them  may  be  leas  iqjnrioaaly 
and  with  equal  facility  obtained  from  another  and 
a  liberal  system  of  administration,  we  cannot  doubt 
that  our  efforts  will  be  eventually  crowned  with 
■access,  if  perristed  in  with  temperate  flniiness,  and 
sustained  by  prudent  legislation. 

In  TOflonmiendlng  to  Cmgresa  the  adoption  of 
the  necessary  pro  visions  at  Uds  session  for  taking 
the  next  censos,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  the  su^estion  presents  itself 
whether  the  scope  of  the  measare  mij^t  not  be  use* 
fiiQy  extended,  by  cau^g  it  to  embrace  authentic 
statistical  returns  of  the  great  interests  specially 
intrusted  to,  or  neaessarily  aftoted  by  the  l«^8l»- 
tfamof  CongroML 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  ofW ar 
presents  a  aatisnctory  account  of  the  state  of  the 
army,  and  of  the  several  branches  of  the  public  ser- 
vice confided  to  the  superintendence  of  that  officer. 

The  law  increaringand  otsaninng  the  military 
estibHshmcnt  of  the  United  Hates  has  been  noariy 
oairied  Into  effect,  and  the  army  has  been  exten- 


sively and  nsefldly  empk^od  during  (be  paait  a» 

son. 

I  would  again  eaU  to  your  notice  the  edfjoeti 
connected  with  and  essential  to  the  mifitary  de- 
fences of  the  country,  which  were  snbmitted  toyoe 
at  the  last  eesdon ;  but  which  were  not  acted  qae. 
as  is  suppoaed,  for  want  of  time.  The  moat  impor- 
tant  of  them  is  the  organization  of  the  mnitia  od  the 
maritime  uid  inland  frontiers.  Tfaia  measure  ii 
deemed  Important,  as  it  is  beUeved  that  it  «p  far- 
nidi  an  effective  volunteer  force  io  tid  of  tbe  r^ahr 
army,  and  may  form  the  basis  for  a  general  sy*- 
tern  of  organization  for  the  entire  of  A* 

United  States.  The  erecUon  of  a  natitmal  fbnndry 
and  gunpowder  manufactory,  and  one  for  makiag 
small  arms,  the  latter  to  be  situated  at  some  pooB 
west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  all  a^tear  to  fae 
of  sufflcieot  importance  to  be  agun  urged  vpm 
your  attention. 

Tbe  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  lac 
the  distribution  of  tbe  forces  of  the  United  States 
in  time  of  peace,  is  well  calculated  to  prmnoie 
regularity  and  economy  In  the  fiscal  admitustxatioa 
of  the  service,  to  preserve  the  discipUne  of  the 
troops,  and  to  render  them  available  for  the  maiB- 
tcaatiee  <^  d»  peace  and  tranqnilli^  Uie  eaen- 
ttj.  WHh  thb  view,  fikewlse,  I  EectHnmend  Oe 
adoption  of  the  {dan  presented  by  that  officer  ftr 
the  defence  of  the  western  frontier.  The  preeenv 
tioQ  of  the  lives  and  property  of  our  feUow-dtizcBs 
who  are  settled  upon  that  border  country,  as  well  as 
tiie  existence  of  (he  bidianpopol^ioo,  vludinu|^ 
be  tempted  by  our  Traqt  of  |W!eparati«»  to  gmt  oa 
their  own  destruction,  and  attack  the  white  aetfle- 
ments,  all  seem  to  require  that  this  sabject  aboold 
be  acted  upon  without  delay,  and  the  War  Depart- 
ment autborixed  to  place  that  country  in  a  state  <f 
complete  defence  against  any  assault  frtun  tlw 
nnmerons  and  wariike  tribes  which  are  ctngie^ted 
on  that  border. 

It  aflbids  me  dneere  ideasnre  to  be  able  to  qiprise 
you  of  the  entire  removal  of  tbe  Oierokee  nadoa 
ttf  Indians  to  thdr  new  home  west  <rf  the  UadMipp. 
The  measures  authorized  by  Congress  at  its  last  » 
don  with  a  view  to  the  long-standing  cootroresy 
with  them,  have  bad  the  hapinest  cobcL  By  oa 
agreement  concluded  with  them,  by  the  commanfsg 
general  in  that  country,  who  has  perfimned  the  da- 
ties  asrigned  to  him  on  the  occasion  with  commotd- 
idile  energy  and  humanity,  tiieir  removal  has  been 
prindpally  under  tbe  conduct  of  their  own  chieft^  and 
they  have  emigrated  without  any  apparent  relnctaDoe. 

The  BUCoeasAil  accomplishment  of  this  inqnttant 
ol^ect ;  the  removal  also,  of  the  entire  Creek  natioe, 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  number  of  fqg^ves 
amongst  the  Seodnoles  In  Htnida;  tbe  pntamt 
already  made  towards  a  apeedy  completion  or  the 
removal  <^the  OUckasaws,  the  Choctawa,  the  Potla- 
watsmJes,  the  Ottawaa,  and  the  Cfaiiqpewaa,  with  the 
extensive  purchases  of  Indian  lands  daring  the  pras- 
ent  year,  nave  rendered  the  speedy  and  aooewfid 
result  of  the  l<mg-estaIdiBhed  policy  the  Govern- 
ment upon  the  snlgect  of  Indian  afbirs  entirely 
certain.  Tb»  oocasion  is,  thnefore,  deoned  a  proper 
one  to  place  this  policy  in  such  a  naint  of  view,  m 
will  exonerate  the  Goremmeot  of  the  United  States 
from  tbe  undeserved  reproach  wtudi  has  been  CMt 
upcHi  it  through  several  auocesaive  Administratioaa 
Ibat  a  mixed  oon^tancy  of  the  same  territory,  by  tbe 
white  and  led  man.  Is  incompotiUe  with  the  safety 
or  ttff^nem  tt  either,  is  a  podtiM  in  reject  to 
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which  then  has  long  nnoeceised  lobe  roomforadif- 
ferenoe  of  opinion.  Reason  -and  experience  have 
alike  demonstrated  its  imfmcticability.  The  bitter 
finite  t4  trerj  att^pt  beieUrfbre  to  orercome  the 
barrlen  Interposed  by  natnre,  have  wtij  been  de- 
Btruction,  both  phTBlokl  and  moral,  to  the  Indian : 
dangerous  conflicts  of  authority  between  the  Federal 
and  State  Governments ;  and  detriment  to  the  indi- 
vidual  pro8]^ty  of  the  dtisen,  as  ntU  as  to  the 
general  improvement  of  the  cowUiy.  The  remedial 
policy^  the  prindplea  of  which  vers  atttled  more 
than  thirty  yean  ago,  under  the  adnUnlstntion  of 
Ifr.  Jeflbraoo,  consists  in  an  extinction,  for  a  fair 
flonuderation,  of  the  title  to  all  lands  still  oocu|»ed 
by  the  Indians  within  the  States  and  Territories  of 
the  United  States ;  their  removal  to  a  country  vest 
of  the  UiesiBsdpiri,  much  more  extensive,  and  better 
adqited  to  thdr  condition,  tluot  that  tm  irtildi  tihey 
then  rerided ;  the  KowantAe  to  tiiem,  by  the  Uidted 
States,  of  their  exclave  possession  of  that  country 
forever,  exempt  from  all  intrusions  by  white  men, 
with  ample  proviaioos  for  their  security  ag^nst  ex- 
ternal violence  and  internal  diBsencd<»i8,  and  the 
extension  to  them  of  suitable  fiuilities  for  th^  ad- 
vancement in  dviliiBfiaa.  ^ils  hif  not  been  the 
policy  of  paiticnlar  adnuiuitratloiiB  only,  bat  of  each 
in  Boccesrion  dnoe  the  fint  attempt  to  carry  it  out 
under  that  of  Mr.  Monroe.  All  have  labored  for  Its 
accomplishment,  only  with  different  degrees  of  suc- 
cess. The  manner  of  its  execution  has,  it  is  true, 
from  time  to  time,  given  rise  to  oonflicta  of  opinion 
and  wqjiut  iropatatioiu;  but  In  remect  to  the  ms- 
dom  and  neoesrity  of  tlw  poUoy  itself,  there  has  not, 
from  the  b^inning,  existed  a  donbt  in  the  mind  of 
any  calm,  jodidous,  didnterested  friend  of  the  Indian 
race,  accostomed  to  reflection  and  enlightened  by 
experience. 

Occupying  the  double  character  of  contractor  on 
ita  own  account,  asd  guardian  for  the  parties  con- 
tracted with,  it  was  hi^Iy  to  be  expected,  ^t  the 
deiUii^  of  the  Federal  Government  with  the  Indian 
tribes  would  escape  miBrepresentatton.  That  there 
occurred  in  the  eariy  settlement  of  this  country,  as  in 
al)  others  where  the  dvilized  moe  has  succeeded  to 
the  poBsesaons  of  tiie  savago,  instances  of  opjneasion 
and  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  former,  there  is  too  much 
reason  to  believe.  No  such  ofliBQces  can,  however, 
be  Justly  charged  optm  tUs  QoveRuaeiit  linoe  it  be- 
oame  free  to  poisoe  Ms  own  course.  Its  dealings 
with  the  Indian  tribes  have  been  Just  and  fHendiy 
tbroosbout ;  its  etfatts  for  their  dvilizstion  constant, 
snd  directed  by  the  best  fedhigi  of  humanity ;  its 
watdifulnesB  in  protecting  th^  from  individual 
frai^  unremitting ;  its  forbearanoe  under  the  keen- 
est provocations,  the  deepest  injuries,  and  ttie  most 
fl^ant  Ofltnges,  may  diallenge  at  least  a  oompari- 
Bon  irith  any  n^oo,  andent  or  modems  in  similar 
drcmnstaiioes;  andif  Id  future  times  a  powaful,  dv- 
ilized, and  happy  naticm  of  Indians  shall  be  found  to 
exist  within  the  limits  of  this  northern  oontinent,  It 
will  be  owing  to  the  coDsammation  of  that  policy 
wUch  has  bew  so  iiq}iistly  assaOed.  Only  a  very 
brief  teferenoe  to  ftets  la  cooflnnatlon  of  tUs  asser 
tion  can  In  this  form  be  ^ven,  and  yon  are,  there- 
fore, necessarily  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  for  further  details.  To  the  Cherokees, 
whose  case  has  pertiape  exdted  the  greatest  share  at 
attention  and  sympathy,  the  United  States  have 
granted  in  fee,  with  a  perpetual  giuuMDtoe  of  ezdnaive 
and  peaceable  possessloii,  18,054,185  seres  of  land, 
oa  the  west  side    the  Miwiuiliipi,  sHgilily  ritosted, 
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in  a  healtiiy  dimate,  and  in  all  respects  better  anited 
to  their  condition  than  the  country  they  have  left, 
in  exchange  for  only  9,492,160  acres  on  the  east  side' 
of  the  same  river.  The  United  States  have  in  addition 
adpnlated  to  pay  tiiem  five  million  Ax  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  thdr  interest  In,  and  improve- 
ments on,  the  lands  thus  relinquished,  and  one  mil- 
lion one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  for 
subsiBtence  and  other  iKneflctal  purposes;  thereby 
putting  it  in  their  power  to  ..become  one  of  the  most 
wealthy  and  independent  sejparato  commmiitiea,  of 
the  same  extent.  In  the  waAa. 

By  the  treaties  made  and  ratified  with  tiie  Hlft- 
miea,  tiie  Gtuppewas,  ttio  Sioux,  the  Sacs  and  Foxes, 
and  the  Winnebagoee,  daring  the  last  year,  the  In- 
dian title  to  eighteen  nullion  four  htmdred  and  fifty- 
eight  thousand  acres  has  been  extinguished.  These 
pwmhsnm  have  been  much  more  extensive  than  ttosa 
ot  any  previous  year,  and  have,  with  other  Ii^iaii 
expenses,  borne  very  heavily  upon  the  Treasury. 
They  leave,  however,  but  a  small  quantity  of  on- 
bought  Indian  lands  within  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories; and  the  L^pslature  and  Executive  were 
equally  sensiUe  of  the  mopiietj  <tf  a  final  and  more 
Bpeedy  extinetion  o(lDdIaB  litke  within  those  limits. 
The  treaties  wtiich  were,  with  a  single  exception, 
made  in  pursuance  of  [wevioua  ^>propriationa  for 
defraying  the  expenses,  nave  subsequenuy  l>een  rati- 
fied by  me  Senate,  and  received  the  sanction  of  Con- 
gress by  the  appropriations  necessary  to  carry  them 
mto  effect.  Of  the  terms  upon  whidi  these  impor- 
tant negoliatioas  were  concluded,  I  can  epetk  from 
direct  biowledge ;  and  I  feel  no  difficulty  in  affinn- 
ing  that  the  interest  <tf  the  Indiana  in  the  extentive 
territory  embraced  1^  them,  Is  to  be  paid  for  at  its 
fUr  value,  and  that  no  more  fiivorable  terms  have 
beea  granted  to  the  United  States  than  would  have 
been  reasonaUy  expected  in  a  negotiation  with  d^- 
ised  men,  Ailly  capaUe  of  appreciating  and  protect- 
ing thdr  own  ripits.  For  tiie  Indian  titie  to  116,- 
849,897  acres  acquired  siooe  die  4th  of  Hardi,  1829^ 
the  United  States  have  paid  172,560,066,  in  perma- 
nent annuities,  lands,  reservations  for  Indies,  ex- 
penses of  removal  and  sub^stence,  merchandise, 
mechanical  and  agricultural  establishments,  and  im- 
plements. When  the  heavy  expenses  incurred  by 
the  United  States,  and  the  drcnmstance  that  so  laif;e 
a  portion  of  the  entire  territory  will  be  forever  un- 
salable, are  considered,  and  this  price  Is  compared 
with  tiiat  for  iriiich  the  Uidted  States  sell  tiieir  own 
lands,  no  one  can  doubt  that  justice  has  been  done 
to  the  Indiana  in  these  purchases  also.  Certain  it  is, 
that  the  transactions  of  the  Federal  Government  with 
the  Indians  have  been  onifocmly  characterized  by  a 
dnooe  and  psnomint  desire  to  promote  thdr  wd- 
fiure;  sndH  nrasi  beatouroe  of  the  higbest  gpitift- 
oatioQ  to  tnfirj  friend  to  justice  and  humamty  to 
kara  that,  notwithstanding  the  obstructions  from 
time  to  time  thrown  in  its  way,  and  the  difficulties 
wUdi  have  siiaea  from  the  peculiar  and  impractica- 
ble nature  ot  the  Indian  duracter,  the  wise,  humane, 
snd  nnderUtii^  PoU<7  of  (be  Government  In  tU^ 
the  most  difficult  of  all  our  relations,  fordgn  or  domes' 
tic,  has  at  length  been  justified  to  the  wond  in  its  near 
qwroacb  to  a  happy  and  certain  consummation. 

The  condition  tn  the  tribes  which  occupy  the 
country  set  apart  for  Aem  in  the  West,  is  highly 
proq»erouB,  and  encourages  tite  hope  of  their  eariy 
dvilixatioo.  Tbey  have,  for  the  most  part,  aban- 
doned the  hunter  state,  waA  toned  their  attention  to 
agriooUonl  puavitiL   JJl  ttnae  who  have  been 
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eetaUbbed  for  mj  length  trf  time  hi  Out  fertile 

rq^M,  m^tdn  dtemeelTee  tj  tbdr  own  IndoBtiT. 
Ttere  tre  unong  tttem  traden  of  no  inoonsidenme 
cqrital,  ind  planters  exporting  cotton  to  some  ex- 
tent ;  but  tite  greater  nmnber  are  BnuJl  agricoltiiristB, 
Uving  tn  comfort  upon,  the  produce  of  their  famuL 
The  recent  emigrants,  altbofuh  they  hare  in  some 
{nstances  remoTed  reluctant,  have  rndily  acquiesced 
In  tbdr  unaToidable  destihy.  They  hare  found  at 
once  a  recompense  for  past  sufferings,  and  an  incen- 
Hye  to  industrious  habits,  in  the  abundance  and  com- 
forts around  them.  There  is  reason  to  beliere  that 
aU  these  tribes  are  friendly  in  their  feclines  towards 
the  United  States ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
aoqidsition  of  individual  wealth,  the  punnits  ctf  airi- 
oohnre,  and  habits  of  indostiy,  will  padoaUy  snbdoe 
tiidr  warlike  propensities  and  incline  them  to  maln- 
tabi  peace  among  tbemselres.  To  eflbot  this  desir- 
able otgect,  the  attention  of  Congrees  is  seated  to 
tte  measures  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
for  their  future  government  and  protection,  as  well 
from  each  othtt  as  from  the  hostility  of  the  warlike 
trbes  BroBBd  thens,  and  the  intrusions  of  the  wliitesi 
The  policy  cf  the  Gorenmient  has  ^ven  them  a  per- 
mauent  home,  and  gnaranteed  to  uem  its  peaceful 
and  undisturbed  possesnon.  It  only  remains  to  give 
tiiem  a  gOTemment  end  laws  which  will  enoottr»e 
industry,  and  secure  to  tliem  the  reward  of  thur 
exertiono.  The  importance  of  some  form  ofeorem- 
nwnt  cannot  be  too  much  Insisted  opon.  The  ear- 
llAt  effccts  wfll  be  to  diminish  the  causes  of  oc- 
casions for  hostilities  among  the  tribM,  to  iaejAn  an 
intereet  in  the  obserrance  of  laws  to  whidi  they  will 
liaTe  tbemselves  assented,  and  to  multiply  the  securi- 
ties of  property,  and  the  motives  for  selfim|»ove- 
nient  Intimately  cmmected  with  this  subject,  ^  the 
esttfilidunent  of  the  n^tttair  defteoes  leeommended 
1^  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  wUdi  have  bean  already 
referred  to.  Without  Uiem,  the  Goremnwat  will 
ba  powerless  to  redeem  Its  pieces  of  proteotion  to 
tin  emigiatiDg  Indians  against  the  numerous  warlike 
tribes  that  surround  them,  and  to  provide  for  the 
safety  of  the  frontier  settlers  of  the  bordering  States. 

The  case  of  the  Seminoles  constitutes  at  present 
the  only  exception  to  the  sooceseful  efforts  of  the 
Gorenment  to  remove  tlie  Indians  to  the  homes 
aarigned  them  west  of  the  If  issMiipL  Four  hun- 
dred of  this  tribe  emigrated  in  18S6,  and  fifteen 
hundred  tn  and  1888,  leaving  in  the  country, 
U  is  supposed,  about  2,000  Indians.  The  continued 
treacherous  conduct  of  these  peoide ;  the  savaRe 
and  unprovoked  murders  they  have  lately  commit- 
ted, botoberiov  wlude  &idliaa  of  the  settlers  of  the 
T«rTitoi7,  wiuboot  dtsttnctitm  of  or  sex,  and 
making  their  way  into  the  very  centre  and  heart  of 
the  country,  so  that  no  part  of  it  is  free  from  their 
ravages ;  ueir  frequent  attacks  on  the  light-houses 
alwg  that  dangerous  coast;  and  the  barbarity  with 
whion  they  hare  murdered  t&e  pasesngew  and 
erawi  at  neh  Teasels  as  have  be*n  wreomd  upon 
the  reefb  and  keys  which  border  the  Gulf,  leave  the 
Government  no  alternative  but  to  contlnne  <lw 
military  operations  against  them  until  they  nra 
totally  expdled  from  norida. 

There  are  other  motives  wUoh  would  urge  the 
GovennDent  to  pursue  this  course  towards  tiie  Sem- 
inoles, The  Uidted  Sutea  have  falfllled  in  good 
fldth  an  their  treaty  stiptdations  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  have,  In  every  other  Instance,  insisted 
apon  a  Uke  perfbnnaoee  of  their  obUgatltms.  To 
relax  from  this  salutary  rule  beoaaae  the  Bewhwlsi 
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have  maintained  themselves  so  long  in  the  tcny 
tory  they  had  reHnqnUied,  and,  in  defiance  of  Odr 
frequent  and  solemn  engagements,  srUH  coatinae  ta 
wage  a  ruthless  war  'against  the  United  States, 
would  not  only  evutce  a.  want  of  oonatancy  «a 
our  part,  but  be  of  evil  example  n  our  iutncoiusE 
with  other  tribes.  Experience  has  shown  tlwt  fatt 
little  is  tobeeaiiwd  by  the  march  (rf  nnnies  tfaroa^ 
a  country  s^intersected  irith  hwnoriMitito  awamfs 
and  manbes,  and  vbidi,  frcn  tiw  fttal  dianeiB 
of  the  climate,  must  be  abandoned  at  tbe  tl 
the  winter.  I  recommend,  therefore,  to  yoor  at- 
tention, the  plan  submitted  hy  the  Secretary  sf 
War  in  the  accompanying  report,  for  the  pcna- 
nent  oconpationof  the  portiOD  of  the  Territory  freed 
from  tiw  Liffiani,  and  the  more  eOcieBt  pntatim 
of  tiiape<qito«rf  Flwida  from  their  inhwMwnrtst 

From  ^e  report  of  the  Seeretatj  of  tbe 
herewith  transmitted,  it  will  ■ppaar  that  a  lu^ 
portion  of  the  disposable  tu01  force  is  either  a^ 
tively  employed,  or  in  a  state  of  prepttcmtkm  i> 
the  puiposes  of  experience  and  disfuplbne,  and  da 
protection  of  our  cinnmerce^  So  efBsetaalbeabem 
tUs  protection,  that,  so  ftr  as  the  inflmatkB  c( 
Government  extends,  not  a  nigle  outrage  bi 
been  attempted  on  a  vessel  carrying  tbe  flag  o£  the 
United  States,  witliln  the  present  year,  in  aaj 
quarter,  however  distant  or  exposed. 

The  ex^oring  expedition  aaued  fltiia  Norfolk  at 
the  19th  of  Aogutbwt;  and  iafaaaaHim  baa  baa 
reoelTed  of  its  safe  airival  at  tbe  iriuid  of  Ma- 
deira. Tbe  iMst  si^rit  animates  the  offieen  aad 
crews,  and  there  is  «very  reason  to  autic^mte,  fnm 
its  efforts,  resnlts  beneficial  to  commerce  and  hm- 
orable  to  the  nation. 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  no  reduction  of  dt 
force  now  In  commission  is  contemplated.  Th 
nnaettied  itate  of  a  portion  of  Boutli  Ameiin  m- 
dera  It  indlspensatde  that  our  commeree  dioaU  le- 
oelve  protection  in  that  qoarter ;  the  vaat  and  li- 
ereaslng  Interests  embalmed  in  the  trade  of  tite  In- 
dian and  China  Seas,  in  the  whale  fisfaerieg  of  the 
Padfio  Ocean,  and  In  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  r«qm 
equal  attention  to  their  safety;  and  a  smU 
squadron  may  be  emidoyed  to  great  ndvaatwe  m 
our  Atlantic  coast,  in  meetii^  sttdden  deMBOifa 
the  reinforcement  of  other  stationa,  in  aidii^  mtt- 
diant  vessels  in  distress,  in  aifor^og  MtiTenervics 
to  an  additional  number  of  <rfKcers,  and  fai  iWdsg 
the  difibrent  ports  of  the  United  States^  as  Menali 
knowledge  of  wUdi  is  obviOHly  of  tlM  hijhiJ 
importance. 

The  atteutim  of  Gongnn  is  leqieetfldly  nlled  ts 
that  portion  of  the  report  leoonunnAng  an  tin  him 
in  tbe  number  of  smallsr  veassK  and  to  oAer  sag- 
gestions  obtained  In  that  doonmenL  Xhe  rs|isd  m- 
crease  and  wide  expendon  of  oor  conuMree,  whicb 
is  every  day  seeking  new  avenues  of  prafitii4e  ad- 
venture ;  the  absc^ute  neoesiDty  of  a  naval  forot  Sk 
its  protection  predsely  bi  the  d^pee  of  ha  MtsBiBSB  t 
ndnsmnrd  totiie  utionBl  rfiits  and  hoiiar;  Ac 
leooUeotton  of  its  former  ejqiloits,  snd  the  antie^ 
Hon  d  Its  ftitore  triumphs  whenever  owwrlunUr 
presents  itself,  wiiicii  we  may  rigbtfhlly  fakoi^ge  fnm 
the' experience  <tf  the  past,  sll  seem  to  ptdnt  to  tfat 
navy  as  a  most  efficient  arm  of  oor  natiooal 
and  a  proper  otijeot  of  leddative  enoonngeBent. 

The  progress  snd  condition  of  tbe  Pest  Office  De- 
partment will  be  seen  by  referoiee  to  tbe  npart 
the  Postmaster  GeneraL  Tbe  extent  of  poet  rad^ 
eorend  tqmfl  oonfiMli,  li  iMed  to  bo  lUfiJM 
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milM,  aod  the  uunul  trmiwportfttioo  opon  them  M,- 
980,202.  The  namber  of  post  offices  in  the  United 
SUtM  is  13,568,  and  npiiUr  inorewng.  Tha  mm 
KraiM  for  the  enuog  on  the  80th  da;  of  June 
lut,  wma  14,202,146.  The  socnilng  expenditures, 
$4,680,068;  excess  of  expeoditures,  (417,928.  This 
has  been  made  up  out  of  the  surplus  preriouily  od 
band.  The  ouk  on  hand  on  the  first  inatant,  was 
$814,068.  The  rerenne  for  the  year'ending  June 
1688,  was  $161,640  more  than  that  for  the  year  end- 
ing Jane  80,  1887.  The  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
nMDt  h«d  been  graduated  i^on  the  aatidpatftn  of  a 
largely  ioereaaed  rcTeune.  A  moderate  curtailment 
Di  mail  serrice  consequently  became  neoeasary,  and 
has  been  effected,  to  shield  the  department  i^nst 
the  danger  of  embarraasmenL  Its  revenue  is  now 
impronng,  and  ii  will  soon  resume  its  onward  coune 
in  the  march  of  iBqworenenb 

Tour  pattioolar  attention  Is  requested  to  so  much 
of  the  Postmaster  General's  report  as  relates  to  the 
tranqwrtation  of  the  matla  upon  the  railroads.  The 
laws  on  that  subject  do  not  seem  adequate  to  se- 
cure that  service,  now  become  almost  essential  to  the 
public  interests,  ai^  at  the  same  time  protect  the 
depntment  finm'onaUnatiou  and  anreMonable  de- 

Nor  can  I  too  earnestly  request  jroor  attention  to 
the  necessity  ot  providing  a  mwe  secure  bntldlDg 
for  tl^  depertment  '  The  danger  of  destruction  to 
which  its  important  books  and  papers  are  contin- 
nally  exposed,  as  well  from  the  highly  combustiUe 
fdtancter  of  tiie  buildiiw  oeeni^,  as  from  that  of 
others  in  the  vidnity,  oaUs  loudly  for  iwompt  action. 

Tour  attention  is  again  earnestly  invited  to  the 
Buggestions  and  recommendation  submitted  at  the  last 
ee^on  in  req>ect  to  tlte  District  of  Columbia. 

I  feel  it  my  duty,  also,  to  bring  to  your  notice  cer- 
tain, proceedings  at  law  wUch  hare  recentiy  been 
prosecuted  in  mis  District,  In  the  name  of  the  United 
Stales,  on  the  teUtton  of  Heesrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes, 
et  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  updnet  H»  FOitnaster 
Geswal,  and  wbldi  utre  resomd  in  the  paymoit  of 
money  out  of  ^  National  Treasuiy,  for  tiie  first 
time  rinee  the  establishment  of  the  GoTemment,  by 
Judical  ocmnHiUaa  exercised  by  the  oommoo  kw 
writofniailunniB,linedl^tbedronitoourtof  tins 
DistrioL 

The  ftotaof  the  ease,  and  the  grounds  of  the  pro- 
oeedings,  will  be  found  fully  stated  In  the  report  of 
the  deorion ;  and  any  additional  information  whidi 
yoQ  may  deore  will  be  supplied  by  the  proper  depart- 
ment No  interference  in  the  puticular  case  is  con- 
templated. The  money  has  been  paid ;  the  claims 
of  the  prosecntora  haTO  been  satined;  and  the 
whole  soi^ect,  n  for  sfl  they  are  concerned,  is  finally 
^Bpowd  of ;  hot  H  is  Ml  the  sapposltion  thiU  the 
ease  may  be  regarded  as  an  antboritatire  expodtioa 
of  the  law  as  ft  now'slands,  that  I  have  thoo^t  H 
neoeasaty  to  present  it  to  your  oonsideratitm. 

The  ot^ect  of  the  ^plication  to  the  circuit  ooutt 
WM  to  otanpel  the  Fostmaster  Qeneral  to  cany  into 
•Ifeat  an  award  made  by  the  Solicitv  of  the  TteaB- 
ury,  imder  a  q^eoial  act  ot  CongresB  fw  the  settle* 
ment  of  certain  dMms  of  their  relators  on  the  Post 
Offioe  Department,  which  award  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
enl  declined  to  execute  in  full,  until  he  should  re- 
ceive fafthw  l^islative  direction  on  the  subject.  If 
the  dnty  imposed  on  the  Postmaster  General,  by  that 
law,  was  to  be  r^arded  as  one  at  an  offldal  nature, 
bdotuing  to  his  offloe  as  a  brsndk  of  the  Sxecntive, 
then  It  is  obvious,  that  the  oooatttotioQal  competency 
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of  the  Judidary  to  direct  and  oootrol  him  in  its  die- 
Cham,  ^  neoewily  drawn  in  qnestini.  And  if 
the  dnty  80  imposed  on  the  Postmaster  GmmiI  was 
to  be  considered  as  merely  ministerial,  and  not  exee- 
utive,  it  yet  remained  to  be  shown  that  the  droolt 
court  of  this  District  had  authority  to  interfere  by 
mandamue— such  a  power  having  never  before  heea 
asserted  or  claimed  by  that  court.  With  a  view  to 
the  settiement  of  these  important  questions,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  oircmt  ooort  was  canded,  by  a  writ  of 
enKw,  to  the  Siurenw  Court  of  the  United  States 
In  the  c^nniw  v  ttiat  tribmal,  the  duty  in^osed  on 
the  Postmaster  General  was  not  an  official,  executive 
duty,  but  one  of  a  merdy  mioiaterial  nature.  The 
grave  constitutional  qnerttons  wliieh  had  been  dis- 
cussed were,  therefore,  exduded  fnm  the  decision 
of  the  oase ;  the  court,  indeed,  expressly  aiiinitiing 
that,  witli  powets  and  duties  properiy  baki^i^  to 
the  Executive,  no  otiier  departaaent  can  intmere  bj 
the  writ  of  mandamus ;  and  the  queetimi,  ther^mi 
resolved  itself  into  tiUs:  Has  Congress  caaCema 
npm  the  oironit  court  of  this  District  the  power  to 
issue  such  a  writ  to  an  officer  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, commanding  him  to  perform  a  ministerial  act? 
A  nudori^  of  the  ooort  bare  decided  that  it  has,  bat 
have  nunded  AdrdecfadcND  np<u  a  process  of  reason- 
ing whieh,  in  my  judgment,  renders  forther  lagid»' 
tive  proriucm  indi^wnsaMe  to  the  publio  Intirnnts 
and  the  equal  administrntion  of  justice. 

It  has  long  dnoe  been  decdded  by  the  Butane 
Court,  that  neither  that  tribunal  nor  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  United  States  bdd  wittun  tiie  respective  States, 
possess  the  power  In  question ;  but  it  is  now  held 
that  this  power,  denied  to  both  of  these  bidi  tribu- 
nals, (to  the  former  by  the  constitution,  and  to  the 
latter  by  Congress,)  lias  been,  by  its  legislation, 
rested  in  the  circuit  couK  of  this  District.  No  such 
direct  grant  of  power  to  the  circuit  court  of  this  Dis- 
trict is  dafaned ;  bat  it  has  been  held  (o  remit,  by 
necessary  impUcatieti,  from  several  sections  of  the 
law  fHaMliiWng  the  eovt  0ns  of  tiMis  ssctiiQas 
dedsn^thst  Oe  Iswi  of  Har^snd,  as  they  exislsd 
at  the  time  fsS  the  ceadon,  dunud  be  in  force  in  that 
part  of  the  District  ceded  by  that  State ;  and, 
this  provision,  the  common  law,  in  dvO  and  oriadnal 
cases,  as  it  prevailed  in  Har^and  in  1801,  wis  salsb- 
lidied  m  that  part  trf^  tiie  District 

In  England,  the  Conrt  of  King's  Beneb— beeanM 
the  sovereign,' who,  according  to  the  theory  «r  the 
constitution.  Is  the  foontdn  of  jostiee,  origfnaHy 
sat  tiiere  in  person,  and  Is  stiU  deemed  to  be  pre^ 
ent,  in  construction  of  law — alone  possessss  the 
Ugh  power  of  Issubg  the  writ  of  mandamus,  not  only 
to  inforior  Juriadicttoas  and  corporations,  but  also 
to  magistrates  and  others,  oommandlng  them,  in 
the  King^  name,  to  do  what  thdr  duty  reqoires,  in 
osses  where  there  is  a  vested  right,  sad  no  other 
spedfie  remedy.  It  has  been  hdd,  in  the  ease  re* 
ferred  to,  that,  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  UnUed 
States  is,  fay  the  constitution,  rendered  incompe- 
tent to  exeidse  Oaa  power,  and  as  the  drcnit  conrt 
of  tUs  IMstriet  Is  s  court  of  gBnerBlJurisdiotion  In 
essss  at  common  law,  and  Uie  hignest  comi  of 
original  Jnrisdietton  In  the  District,  Uie  right  to 
issue  the  writ  ot  mandamus  is  inddentto  its  com- 
mon hw  powers.  Another  ground  relied  upon  to 
maintain  the  power  In  qoesuon.  Is,  that  it  was  iu- 
dnded,  1^  fidr  constnu)ti«^  in  the  power  It  grsoted 
to  the  drouit  o«nts<rf  the  U^ted Statss,  by  th* 
set "  to  provide  for  the  more  eoavenioot  organiss* 
tktt  cf  AM  eoofli  of  tfai  Unttad  Stftlei,''  psind 


Th»  FnmJmta  Mttaagt. 


Digitized  by  Google 


700 


ABBIDGHBNT  09  THE 


DnSHBBB,  1886.] 

Uth  of  F«Ikw7,  1601 ;  that  tha  tet  cstabUddn 

dM  drcuit  court  of  tbu  Distriot,  iniMoiklho  8Yu 
diy  of  February,  1801,  cosfinTed  npmi  thai  eoui 
mbA  (be  judges  thereof  the  SRme  powers  u  were  by 
law  Tested  in  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
Elites  ftncl  in  the  Judges  of  the  said  courts;  that 
the  repeal  of  the  first-mentlonecl  act,  wUch  took 
place  in  the  next  year,  did  not  divest  the  drcdt 
oonrt  of  thia  District  of  tlie  authority  la  dilate,  but 
left  It  still  clothed  with  the  powers  orer  the  street 
which,  it  is  conceded,  were  taken  away  from  the 
drcnit  courts  of  the  United  States  by  the  repeal  of 
the  act  of  ISthof  Febroary,  1801. 

Admitting  that  the  adopdon  of  the  laws  of 
Maryland  for  a  portion  of  this  Diattlct  confers  on 
the  circuit  eonrt  thereof,  in  that  portion,  tiie  tran- 
•owdent  extra-judicial  prerogative  powers  of  the 
Ooort  of  ffing's  Bendi,  in  England,  or  that  either 
of  the  acts  of  Congress,  by  necessary  implication, 
aothtnize  the  former  court  to  issue  a  writ  of  man- 
damui  to  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  to  compel 
him  to  perform  a  ministerial  duty,  the  coose- 
qoaneu  are,  in  one  respect,  the  same.  The  remit 
la  either  case  is,  that  the  officers  of  the  United 
States,  stationed  in  different  parts  of  the  United 
States,  are,  in  respect  to  the  performance  of  their 
dDcial  duties,  subject  to  Afferent  laws  and  a  dif- 
ferent snperrision :  those  in  the  States  to  one  role, 
and  those  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  another 
and  a  Tery  different  one.  In  the  District  Uieir 
oAdal  conduct  is  sntiject  to  a  judicial  control, 
firom  which  in  the  States  they  are  exempt. 

Whatever  difTerenue  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to 
the  expediency  of  vesting  sncb  a  power  in  the 

iudiciary,  in  a  system  of  GoTcmment  conatitnted 
[ke  that  of  the  United  States,  all  must  agree  that 
these  disparaging  discrepancies  in  the  law  and  in 
tlie  administration  of  justice  ought  not  to  be  per- 
■dtted  to  continue;  and  as  Oongress  alone  can 
provide  the  remedy,  the  subject  la  unaTtddably  pre- 
sented to  your  cousidenktioD. 

M.  TAN  BUBBN, 

WiSHiMOTOM,  December  1888. 

The  Message  having  been  read, 
On  motion  of  Mr,  Wright, 

Ordered,  That  the  usual  number  of  copies  be 
printed,  and  that  five  thousand  additional  copies  with- 
oof  die  doenmenta,  and  fifteen  hundred  ooiMes  with 
die  docoments,  he  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


HOUSE  OF  RSPSESENTATZVBS. 

TuESDAT,  December  4. 

Mr.  GuiBBBLEira,  from  the  joint  Oonunittee 
on  tiie  part  of  tiie  Honse  appomted  to  wait  on 
tin  President  of  the  United  States,  reported 
that  they  had  discharged  that  duty,  and  the 
President  had  informed  them,  in  reply,  that  he 
wonld  transmit  to  the  two  Hoases  a  Message 
to-day. 

The  President's  annual  Message  was  tiien 
hronght  in  his  private  Secreta^,  and,  being 
lud  before  the  Honse  by  the  Speaker,  was  read 
at  length  by  the  Glerk. 

lb.  H^TNBS  moved  that  the  Message  aod  ao- 
oompanying  docame&ta  be  referred  to  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  tiiat  16,000        wtth  tiw  dooomoktB,  and 
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6,000  without  the  doemnenta,  be  printed  for  the 
ose  of  the  Hoesew 

After  some  ftarther  conveo-saiioa  between 
HesBTB.  Tms,  J.  Qasuin^  and  BATsm,  the 
motaon  was  agreed  to  without  a  diviaioii. 


WxDmcsDXTj  December  6. 

The  Hon.  L.  Saltonstui.,  member  dect 
from  the  Stftte  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  was 
qoalifled,  and  took  his  seat. 

Death  of  tht  Son.  Wm.  Pattentm. 

Mr.  FiLLHOBB  then  rose  and  said : 

Mr.  Spkaebb:  The  painfHil  and  melanchoiT 
doty  has  devolved  upon  me  of  annoondng  h> 
this  Honse  the  death  of  my  lamented  fiira>l 
and  oolleagae,  Wic  Faitebbon.  He  died  a: 
his  rendeoce,  in  Warsaw,  on  the  1401  daiy  cf 
AogDstlast. 

The  last  time  I  saw  him  was  in  this  HaH  at 
the  close  of  the  late  session.  Be  was  tfara  in 
the  prime  of  life,  and  apparently  in  the  foil 
enjoyment  of  health.  Blessed  hy  his  Creator 
with  a  consUtation  that  never  felt  disease- 
environed  by  a  temperance  and  r^nlarity  of 
habit  that  ordinarily  bids  deSanoe  to  its  ap- 
proach— ^no  man  left  this  House  with  fairer 
prospects  of  retnming  to  it  again.  But  the 
untiring  assiduity  with  which  he  devoted  hin- 
sdf  to  the  dlsohai^  of  his  dnUes  here  dnriEs 
that  Iraig  and  ftrdnons  sesdon,  doubtless  sowed 
the  seeds  of  titat  disease  which  so  soon  terminft- 
ed  his  earthly  existence.  Beneath  die  externa! 
glow  of  health  that  then  mantled  bis  cheek,  ws 
insidiously  preying  the  canker-worm  of  death. 
He  was  bamy  enabled  to  return  to  the  bosom 
of  his  fiuuily,  when  hia  strength  gave  way,  his 
reason  wandered,  and,  in  a  few  short  days,  iS 
that  was  mortal  of  William  Pattevscm  " 
beneath  the  clods  of  the  valley."  Wonld  ^ 
hia  melancholy  tale  ended  here.  Bat  it  does 
not  The  partner  of  his  earthly  joys  and  sor- 
rows, worn  down  with  the  watch ings  and 
atudetiea  of  his  last  illness,  with  a  consdtntioa 
too  feeble  to  support  the  acemnulated  distresi 
of  a  sendtiTe  mind,  sunk  beneath  the  wmght 
€/£  her  swrows,  and,  in  a  few  days  afier  his  m- 
terment,  she,  too,  "slept  the  deep  of  detth^ 
by  his  ride.  What  an  wpalling  beraaTemot 
to  his  infitnt  children  I  They  are  now  orphsm 
iu  thia  wide  world,  exhibiting  in  their  c^isnged 
oouditiou  an  awfiil  reality  of  the  nnoertaiatr 
of  life  and  of  all  earthly  enjoyments. 

Bat,  sir,  though  gone,  he  has  left  behind  bim 
a  name  and  reputation  dear  to  them  that  knew 
him.  Modest  and  unassuming  in  hia  character, 
kind  and  generous  in  his  disposition,  honest 
and  inflexible  iu  his  purpose — to  know  him  was 
to  respect  and  esteem  him.  His  heart  was 
without  guile ;  and,  though  he  made  no  ^xoSes- 
sious,  j9i  be  habitually  praotased  all  tba.YirtDei 
that  apom  the  life  of  a  moat  exem^ary  Chris- 
tian. 

He  made  no  pzetensions  to  literaiy  aoqiuie- 
nuots  or  rtatonnanlike  qoalificatioD^  and  bu 
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native  modesty  naturally  indnoed  hini  to  seek 
the  qaiet  retirement  of  priTote  life.  But,  bless- 
ed inth  good  sense  and  a  strons  and  retentive 
memory,  he  fonnd  leisure,  amid  the  daily  toils 
of  a  lawrions  occnpatioa,  to  cultivate  a  taste 
for  reading,  which  stored  his  mind  with  useful 
facts.  At  the  nnauHcited  request  of  his  fellow- 
oitizen's,  he  relnotantly  yielded  his  assent  to  oc- 
*  cupy  a  seat  on  this  flow.  Row  he  discharged 
that  important  trust  daring  the  short  he 
parUdpated  in  onr  deliberations,  is  knoitn  to 
yoQ  all.  Duiog  a  protracted  and  uncommonly 
ardnoofl  session,  wnen  many  fainted  by  the 
Trayside,  he  was  always  at  his  post.  Dnrlo^  a 
time  of  uncommoD  excitement  and  political 
acrimony,  he  was  firm  in  the  support  of  what 
he  deemed  to  be  right,  yet  tolerant  to  the  o^on- 
ions  of  others  with  whom  he  differed.  In  one 
word,  he  was  constant  and  patient  in  the  dis- 
charge of  all  his  official  duties,  and  nntlring  in 
the  more  hamble,  bnt  nseftil  labors  of  his  sta- 
tion. KataraUy  ft^nk,  honesU  and  oonfidii^ 
he  drew  oroima  him  a  drele  of  friends,  and,  vf^ 
the  nuadalterated  goodness  of  his  heart,  dis- 
armed evm  poUttcat  oppo^on  of  its  raooor, 
finally,  in  all  the  rielations  of  life,  as  a  bther, 
hnsband,  brother,  friend,  citizen,  and  le^dator, 
he  was  blameless.  That  no  testimony  of  re- 
spect for  his  many  virtues  should  be  wanting, 
I  offer  for  the  adoption  of  the  House  the  reso- 
lations  which  I  send  to  the  Chair : 

Staolved,  wiumimou^y.  That  this  House  has  re- 
ceired  with  deep  sensibility  tfae  annaDcUtdon  of  the 
death  of  tbe  Hon.  Williak  Pattxbsob,  a  Bepresont- 
Rtire  from  tbe  State     New  Toi^ 

JRetolved,  vnanimoutly.  That  tbe  members  of  this 
House  irill  tesUfjr  their  req>ect  for  the  memory  of 
the  deceased,  hf  vetring  cnpe  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

Dtath  o/Mm.  A.  W.  Bruyn. 

Hr.  Gbat  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  House 
as  follows : 

Mr,  Spbaekb  :  I  sincerely  join  in  the  expretn 
sion  of  sorrow  at  the  decease  of  our  late  lamented 
friend  and  colleague,  whose  death  we  have  just 
heard  announced,  and  sympathize  with  his  rel- 
atives, and  especially  his  children,  who  have 
suffered  a  double  bereavement ;  and  regret,  yes, 
nr,  deeply  rcf^t,  that  there  is  still  yet  to  be 
annoimoed  another  instanoa  of  mortality,  which 
ooonned  dnring  tlie  recess  of  Congress,  among 
the  delegation  from  that  State,  and  that,  too, 
from  the  District  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent  I  allude  -to  the  lato  Hon. 
Andhbw  Db  Wrrr  Bbutn,  who,  for  a  consider- 
able period  prior  to,  and  dnring  all  the  time  he 
served  his  constituents,  in  this  body,  snfi^red 
□nder  a  combination  of  diseases  that  impaired 
his  usefulness  here,  and  finally  terminated  his 
life  on  the  27th  day  of  July  last,  at  his  resi- 
denoe  in  Ithaca.  Aside  from  tbe  irreparable 
loss  which  his  family  have  sustuned,  the  deatii 
of  Judge  Bruyn  is  regarded  as  no  ordinary  ca- 
lamity to  the  community  to  whom  he  was  inti- 
mately known,  and  hy  vluHn  his  salntarj  infln- 
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ence,  both  in  pnblio  and  private  life,  was  felt 
and  appreciated.  In  all  sitnatioDs  in  life,  he 
was  amiable  and  unpretending;  deliberate  in 
forming  his  opinions,  and  inflexible  in  miun- 
taining  them.  He  was,  in  all  respects,  an  hon- 
orable man ;  justly,  and  in  a  very  high  degree, 
eqjoying  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him ;  and 
those  wno  knew  him  best  respected  him  most. 
He  was  a  lawyer  of  eminence,  distioguished  fin* 
the  dear  and  comprehensive  view  be  took  of 
fdl  sn^ects  presented  for  his  consideration,  pos- 
sessing talents  pecollarly  fitting  for  a  jadidal 
station ;  and  after  a  anooessfnl  practice  in  his 
profession  for  many  years,  he  reodved  the  ap- 
pointment of  first  Judge  of  the  coonty  court  In 
the  county  where  he  resided,  the  dnties  of 
which  he  discbai^ed  for  several  years,  and  nn^ 
til  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  this  body,  with 
distinguished  ability ;  and  when  he  resigned  to 
enter  opon  his  duties  here,  he  received  the 
unanimous  and  cordial  approbation  <MF  the  bar 
of  his  coonty,  and  those  wnose  peculiar  prov- 
ince it  VM  to  Join  in  an  expresdon  <tf  his  valii' 
able  services  m  that  capaci^.  Of  his  course 
here  It  is  only  neoessary  to  remark,  that  he  ao- 
quired  a  repntalioD  here  which  he  maintained 
daewbere,  of  a  pure,  npright,  and  honest  man. 

I  beg  leave  to  send  to  the  Chdr  tlie  fdlowing 
resolnuon,  and  move  its  adoption  .*• 

Ruoivedy  That  the  members  of  this  Hoose  tender 

to  the  relations  of  the  deceased  its  sympathy  on  this 
moumfal  event,  and  will  tesUiy  their  respect  for  the 
memory  t^ANDacw  Di  Wm  Bbctn,  deceased,  lale 
member  of  this  House  from  the  State  of  New  Yoik, 
by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  fw  thirty  days. 

The  resdntion  was  nnammondy  adl^ted, 
and  then,  on  motion, 
The  Hoose  a^onmed. 


IfoHBAT,  Dec^ber  10. 

BmUhaonian  Legacy. 

The  fdlowing  Messages  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  were  laid  before  the 
House: 

Washimqton,  Dec.  6,  1888. 
lb  tht  SouM  of  RepremOaHve*  of  ike  United  Stain  ; 

1%e  act  of  tbe  1st  July,  1886,  to  enable  the  Ezecu- 
tive  to  assert  and  prosecute  wiUi  efibct  tbe  cbdm  of 
tbe  United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  them 
by  James  Smitlison,  late  of  London,  bavfaig  received 
its  entire  execution,  and  the  amount  recovered  and 
paid  into  tbe  Treasury,  having,  agreeably  to  an  act 
of  the  last  aeswop,  been  invested  in  State  stocks,  I 
deem  it  proper  to  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
the  obligation  now  devolving  upon  the  United  States 
to  flilffl  ^e  otyect  of  tbe  bequest  In  order  to  obtain 
such  Infomii^oQ  as  midit  seem  to  fkdlitate  its  attain- 
ment, the  Beoietaiy  of  State  was  dfawted  in  July  last 
to  apply  to  persons  versed  In  science,  and  ftmtliar 
with  Uie  Bulg'ect  of  public  education,  for  their  views 
as  to  the  mode  of  diapering  of  tbe  fund  best  calculated 
to  meet  tbe  intentions  of  tfae  testator,  and  prove  most 
benefldal  to  mankind.  Copies  of  the  drcular  letter, 
written  fai  oomrlisaoe  with  these  dfaectkns,  and  of 
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the  answers  to  it  receired  at -the  Department  of  State, 
■re  herewith  conununicated  for  the  conddendoB  of 
Coognsa.  H.  VAN  BUBEN. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Adams,  referred  to  a  Select 
0(Hiimittee  of  sine. 

I  herewith  tnutsmit  to  the  House  of  Repreaenta- 
tivefl  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  accompanying  docu- 
mentSt  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  9th  of  July  last.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Wasbimoton,  Dec.  %  1838. 

Tkfahatym  of  Sam.  Saartwout,  laid  Collector 

of  the  Port  of  New  York. 
7b  the  Senaie  and  Home  of  Jiepretentativee  of  the 
United  Slaiea: 
I  herewith  transmit  a'  special  report,  made  to  me 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  your  consider- 
ation, in  relation  to  the  recently  discovered  default 
<^  Sunuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  the  customs  at 
tiieportof  Nev  TortE. 

I  would  respectfully  invite  the  early  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  adoption,  of  the  legal  provisions 
tiicrcin  si^gested,  or  such  other  measures  as  may 
appear  more  expedtent  for  increasing  the  public 
security  against  similar  de&lcationB  hereafter. 

U.  YAJS  BUBEN. 

WiSHiMOTO!!,  Dec.  7  1888. 

Mr.  Cambhbleng  moved  that  so  nmch  of  this 
docuTnent  as  related  to  the  defalcation  of  the 
late  collector  of  New  York  be  referred  to  a 
Belect  Committee,  and  bo  much  as  related  to 
t^e  revenue  laws  to  that  on  Ways  and  Ueans. 

Mr.  0.  remarked,  that  in  making  the  first 
motion,  vhioh  he  regarded  as  one  demanding 
-the  ezclosive  consideration  of  a  committee^  it 
wu  proper  for  him  to  state  that  he  did  it  with 
no  design  of  acting  upon  the  oommittee  him- 
sdf  In  any  capacity.  On  the  contrary,  charged 
as  he  was  witv  ^e  laborious  duties  on  another 
committee,  he  could  Bcarcelj  devote  the  requi- 
site time ;  and,  independent  of  that  considera- 
tion, it  would  bo  mnch  more  satisfactory  to  him 
that  the  members  should  come  irom  a  different 
quarter  of  the  Union  than  Hr.  C.  did. 

Hr.  Merger  applauded  the  spirit  and '  candor 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  but  he  would 
suggest  to  the  gentleman,  as  this  was  an  im- 
portant matter,  to  postpone  it  till  to-morrow, 
and  order  it  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  C.  assenting,  the  subject  took  that  tem- 
porary direction.* 


*  Among  the  papers  eoramnnleated  by  the  Pnuldent 
w«rs  the  fonowtng  from  Hrikt  D.  Onpiir,  Bsq.,  SoUdtor 
of  the  Treunr; : 

Mr.  Underwood  completed,  od  Thnrsda^  evening,  the 
•xamlnatlon  of  the  books  and  docamentB  at  the  caetoni- 
boose,  so  Ikr  aa  to  enable  bim,  with  the  addition  of  tbe  In- 
formatton  already  powened  at  tbe  Treasurf,  to  state  the 
aoeoant  of  Hr.  Bwartwont  bo  as  to  e jblblt  tmir  the  amonnt 
due  to  tbe  United  States.  Be  then  proceeded  to  Washing- 
ton fiir  tb«  pnrpoee  of  baring  tbe  acconot  fluallr  a^Jnated 
and  paaaed  dt  ttie  accounting  offloers,  as  the  act  of  Congresa 
reqairee,  and  expected  to  retom  it  to  meat  this  place,  dnly 
oertlfled,  bj  tbe  ISib  Instant  When  It  Is  recoived,  we 
diall  be  able  to  adopt  tbe  aamman'  nroe«edlnjn  br  dlatreai 
waasBt,  aitlluHUbr  a*  art  ^]£v  >^  Iw^ 


pGlH  COK. 


TcjsDAT,  December  11. 

Jtiffhte  of  the  Soxitk. 

When  Now  Hampshire  was  called  on, 
Mr.  Athbkton  rose  and  aalced  leave  to  sob- 
ttlt  the  fidlowing  resolntkau : 

JteMolned,  That  this  GoTernment  ts  a  Govenuoeat 
of  limited  powets,  and  that,  by  the  CoDstitntion  of 
the  United  States,  Congress  has  no  jorisdiclioii  vim- 
ever  over  the  institution  slavery  fai  tiie  aevctal 
Stat^  of  tbe  Conftderacy. 

Retclvtd,  That  petitions  for  Ae  aboStlon  of  abmr 
in  the  District  of  Ctdumbia  and  dw  Territories  of  die 
ljuited  States,  and  against  the  removal  of  daves  fnm 
one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  plan  of 
tions  set  OS  foot  to  aBfect  the  institaUon  of  skrerr  ■ 
the  several  States,  and  thus  indirectly  to  destroy  ilM 
institution  within  their  limits. 

Retolved,  That  Congress  has  no  right  to  do  Hm 
indirectiy  whi<^  it  cannot  do  directly ;  and  thai  Ae 
agitation  of  tbe  BoUect  of  davety  in  Oie  SUnetrf 
Colambia,  or  die  Arritories,  as  a  nwuia,  and  wift 
^e  view,  of  disturbing  or  overthrowing  that  htstiA- 
tlon  in  several  States,  is  against  ttie  tnw  qant 
and  meaning  of  tbe  constitution,  an  iofKi^enwat  of 
the  tights  of  the  States  affected,  and  a  breadi  of  At 


intereeta  of  tbo  United  States  make  that  eoone  moat  sA- 
vUable. 

It  appeared  proper,  however,  without  watttap  Car  Ok.  to 
take  whatever  meaanrea  were  possible  tar  fha  IminaffMi 
secarlt^  of  the  United  SUtea.  On  rxamlnim  tbe  letter  if 
attorney  fh>m  Hr.  Bwartwont  to  Ur.  Qgdeo.  I  fooad  thMit 
oenferred  on  tbe  latter  the  fUUest  agency.  He  waa  aattR^ 
impressed  with  the  propriety  ot  adopting  under  It  mA 
meaenres  fbr  the  seenrify  of  tbe  UnltM  State*  as  w«»  h 
bis  power.  He  has  paid  over  to  me  lh«  aum  «f  (SMH  Is 
cash,  being  the  deposit  In  bank  refcrred  to  la  tbe  Isst  k- 
port  This  snm  I  have  placed  to  the  credit  of  tbe  Tm- 
nrer  the  United  BtatM.  on  special  depoidt,  ta  xStm  Ink 
of  America:  and  bvrewltn  encloae  you  dnpUeala  nmfM 
of  tbe  cashier  therefor.  Hr.  Ogden  has  also  executed  m 
tbe  attomej  of  Hr.  Bwartwont,  three  mortgaKes  of  aB  b 
property  la  the  States  of  New  Tnfc,  Haw  'caey,  ml 
Hsryland.  Tbe  spedfle  portloas  «(  ptoperlj  bilntiar  u 
Ur.  Bwartwout  In  those  States  were  not  all  luwwn  ta  Mr. 
Ogden,  but  the/  are  described  as  ftJIy  as  Us  UfanaatlM 

r?rmltted;  and  the  ncHtnges  embtaee.  gcoMnllj,  aH  Vl 
trartwoQt's  estate.  Neither  Hr.  Pric»  nor  myaalf  kare 
been  able  to  learn  that  there  la  any  other  propertr,  real « 
penonaL  nnleaa  it  be  tbe  hoosebwd  (tanritare^  "nie  nal* 
gams  have  been  placed  for  record  In  the  legistct^  oflke 
thfs  d^,  and  of^Bergen  cocinty,  New  Jersey,  and  I  hsn 
fbrwarded  that  embracing  the  pr^rty  la  HwyUnd,  ta  ^ 
district  attorney  there,  with  a  request  to  havn  It  reo«tM 
In  tbe  proper  office  withont  del^.  These  ntortgam  b- 
elude  the  boose  and  lots  In  this  elty ;  tbe  laivs  aod  vdiaUe 
meadow  property  at  Hobokca;  and  the  Interest  la  tbeead 
lands  at  Cnmberlnnd.  As  to  their  value,  I  bare  no  dkiss 
of  farming  an  opinion  J>at  It  la  rated  byUr.  Ogdca  st  a 
very  Urge  amoont.— { Atrne^  JVoe.  10,  Im. 

Yesterday  I  received  s  duly  certified  transcript  of  Ihete- 
connt  of  Hr.  Bwmrtwont,  as  flnallv  staled  by  the  aecMMte 
offloen,  shovlUK  a  balance  doe  mm  him,  aa  late  ceUeOr 
of  the  revenne  for  the  port  of  New  Turk,  of  «I,8«4.1M  Ck 

In  nursnanee  of  the  provlslans  of  the  act  of  IDth  Hat. 
1880,  I  forthwith  Inaed  a  wstrant  of  distress  sasiaat  tit 
said  Samnel  Swartwout,  and  BeqfMnin  BlidsaH,  Charics  L 
LlTlngston,  and  Ifisngle  L.  QnackeolMes,  the  snntiee  la  Ae 
offldaf  bond  of  Hr  Swartwout,  which  was  forwarded  btm 
the  office  of  the  First  Comptridler  of  the  Treatmy.  Tht 
wamuit  of  diatrMS,  with  a  copy  of  tho  anwnat,  wis  de- 
livered to  the  marishal,  and  he  proceeded  without  Mar  ta 
make  a  levy  on  the  estate  of  Ur,  Swartwout  and  his  tow- 
ties  In  this  lUatrict 

In  order  to  perfect  the  Uen  In  the  manner  tbe  set 
requires,  the  msrshal  has  already  cansed  the  teviea  ha  bs 
mode,  with  the  dates,  to  ba  recorded  la  tbo  oIBce  ih* 
clerk  of  tbe  district  court  for  this  district,  and  will  oeetteM 
so  to  du  as  addition^  property  may  bo  ssnmtslaTfil  [Bit 
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pnUic  faith  upon  wbidi  tbe^  entered  into  the  Gon- 
fedency. 

SetMved,  Tbat  the  consUtutioii  rests  on  the  broad 
orii^ple  of  eqiulUy  among  the  members  of  this  Con- 
federacy, and  tbat  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
acknowledged  powers,  £^9  no  right  to  diacriminate 
between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  States 
and  another,  with  a  view  of  aiwlislUng  the  one  and 
promoting  the  other. 

Jietotwd^  tkgnfort,  Tbat  all  attempts  on  the  part 
of  CooKKsa  to  aboUdi  darery  in  tiie  District  of 
Colombia  or  the  Territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  re- 
moval of  sttTes  from  State  to  State,  or  to  discrimi- 
nate between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  tlie 
Cmfederacy  and  another,  with  the  views  aforesaid, 
are  in  riola^on  of  the  eonsUtuUoo,  destructive  of  the  ■ 
fondamental  prind^de  on  which  the  Union  of  these 
States  rests,  and  beyond  the  Jurisdiction  of  Congress ; 
and  that  vferj  petition,  memorial,  reacdotion,  propo- 
sition, or  paper,  toudiing  or  relating  in  any  way,  or 
to  any  extent  whatever,  to  slavery,  as  aforesud,  or 
the  abolition  thereof^  shall,  oa  the  presentation 
thereof,  without  any  further  action  thereon,  be  laid 
on  the  table,  without  b«ng  debated,  printed,  or  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  OosHiNa  objected  to  their  introdaotioD 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  Athsrion  thereupon  moved  a  Bospension 
of  the  rales. 

ICr.  Adams  and  Ur.  Cushinq  sinraltaaeoiulf 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  bang 
ordered,  were — yeas  187,  nays  66. 

So  the  roles  were  suspended. 

The  resolutions  being  before  tiie  Iloase, 

ICr.  AnixBioiir  addrrased  the  Ohoir  as  fol- 
lows: 

la  addressing  the  House  at  this  time  mj  ob- 
ject is,  verjr  briefly,  to  explain  the  purport  of 

-Uie  resolations  jost  offered,  and  the  reasons 
which  hare  indnced  me  to  present  them. 

The  first  rasolation  declares  "  that  this  Oot- 
erament  is  a  GoTehunent  of  limited  powers, 
and  that  by  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United 
States,  Oongress  has  no  jarisdiotion  whatever 
over  uie  institataon  of  slavery  in  the  several 
States  of  the  Confederacy." 

To  suppose  that  this  resolution  would  not 
meet  very  general  assent,  would  he  to  suppose 
that  the  most  ultra  Federal  notions  are  enter- 
tidned  as  to  the  powers  of  the  Genml  Govem- 
ment,  and  that  those  powers  are  considered  as 
entirwj  absolute  and  nnlimited. 

The  second  resolution  declares  that  petitions 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Oolumbia  and  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  against  the  removal  of  slaves  from 
one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  plan  of 
operations  set  on  foot  to  affect  the  institation 
of  slavery  in  the  several  States,  and  thus  in- 
directly to  destroy  that  institation  within  their 
limits. 

Legally  and  morally,  Mr.  Speaker,  men  are 
held  responsible  for  the  consequences  which 
their  acts  have  a  manifest  tendency  to  produce. 
This  resdation  oontaina  an  ezprosBlon  of  our 
ifptnim  as  to  the  ultimate  ob|eot  and  tendency 
of  tiiesepeUtifflis  and  memorials.  Ganuorone 
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who  does  not  shut  his  eyes  to  what  is  going  on 
around  h\xn^  doubt  as  to  the  effect,  and  as  to 
the  intention  of  these  petitions!  I  cannirt 
doubt  it,  sir,  without  disbelieving  the  open 
avowals  of  uiese  netiltoners  themselves,  la. 
saying  this,  I  refer,  nowever,  not  to  many  hon- 
est persons  who  have  rignea  th^  without  a 
sufficient  examination  of  the  important  bearing 
of  the^nestion;  nor  to  others,  snch  for  in- 
stance as  females  and  children,  who  have  had, 
in  affixing  their  ^natures,  too  frequently  no 
definite  Intention  or  object ;  but  to  those  who 
call  loudly  for  the  presentation  of  these  peti- 
tions, who  get  them  up,  who  circal^e  them  t<x 
signature,  and  whose  business  it  seems  to  be  to 
agitate  the  community  on  this  subject 

The  third  resolution  declares  that  Congress 
has  no  right  to  do  that  indirectly  which  it  can- 
not do  mroetly,  and  that  the  a^tation  of  the 
subject  of  davet7  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
or  tiie  Territories^  as  a  means,  or  with  the  view, 
of  ^aturbing  or  overthrowing  that  institntim 
in  the  several  Bt^es,  is  against  the  true  spirit 
and  meaning  of  the  constitation,  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  rights  of  the  States  affected,  and 
a  breach  of  the  public  faith,  np<ni  wUoh  they 
entered  into  this  Confederacy. 

The  fourth  resolution  dedares  "  that  the  con- 
stitution rests  on  the  broad  principle  of  equality 
among  the  members  of  this  Confederacy,  and 
that  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its  acknowl- 
edged powers,  baa  no  right  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the 
States  and  another,  with  a  view  of  abolishing 
the  one  and  prcmiotiog  tiie  other." 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  code  of  political 
constmotion  or  political  morality  onght  to  find 
favor  in  this  House,  by  which  the  justice  of 
these  two  resolutions  shall  not  be  fully  adndt- 
ted.  Indeed,  sir,  I  must  say  that  all  the  reso- 
lutitms  to  which  I  have  adverted  seem  very 
like  truisms,  about  which  no  dispute  can  be  en- 
tertained ;  and  it  also  seems  to  me,  that  from 
these  the  principles  contuned  in  the  fiftli  and 
lost  resolution  follow  by  necessary  consequence. 

The  fifth  resolution  declares  that,  therefore, 
"  all  attempts  (A  the  part  of  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the 
TerritOTies,  or  to  prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves 
fnun  State  to  State,  or  to  discriminato  between 
the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  Confeder- 
acy and  another,  with  the  views  aforesaid,  are 
in"  violation  of  the  constitution,  destructive  of 
the  fundamental  principles  on  which  the  union 
of  these  States  rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Congress." 

These  are  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  fifth 
resolution,  and  as  I  have  said,  they  seem  to  me 
to  follow  by  necessary  consequence  from  the 
preceding  resolutions.  Bnt  the  fifth  resolution 
proceeds  still  further,  wd  provides  for  the 
mode  of  action  of  the  House  upon  petitions, 
memorials,  &c.,  on  this  snlgect ;  and  from  the 
principles  embodied  in  tlie  first  part  of  the  res- 
olution, the  propriety  of  the  mode  of  actum 
preacribedf  beotwrn  at  once  apparent. 
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The  'tatter  part  of  the  resolution  provides 
that  ererj  petition,  memorial,  resolation,  prop- 
osition or  paper,  t«ndinff  or  relating  in  any 
way,  or  to  any  extent  wnatever,  to  wavery  as 
aforesaid,  or  the  abolition  thereoi^  shall,  on  the 
prewntation  thereof,  without  any  ftirther  action 
tiiereon,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  being 
debated,  {Hinted,  or  referred. 

This  provision  Is,  in  effect,  ninilar  tAheres- 
dntion  of  the  24th  of  December,  1887,'  on  the 
BOme  mbject  It  is  within  the  knowledge  of 
all,  that  the  resolation  of  the  24th  Decem- 
ber was  also  nearly  similar  to  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Honse  several  years  sinoe,  after 
ftill  examination  of  the  sabject  by  a  committee. 
The  representatives  of  the  State  which  I,  in 
part,  represent,  voted  for  that  resolution,  and 
fme  of  xhem  was  of  the  committee  who  report- 
ed it.  Their  course  met  the  decided  approba- 
tion of  a  minority  of  their  constituents,  as  I 
beliere  haa  the  course  cS  tiioae  who  ■iq>ported 
Afl  mmflar  resolutions  of  the  S4tii  December. 
At  any  rate,  I  may  be  pardoned  for  aa^i^  of 
that  eonstituMicy,  ihat  tiiey  are  too  intdl^ent 
to  be  misled  by  the  idle  and  utterly  unfounded 
pretence,  that  the  adoption  of  sach  a  resolution 
u  a  denial  of  an^  right  of  petition.  Still,  nr, 
as  in  some  portions  of  the  country,  from  not 
sufflcientiv  attending  to  the  reasons  indudne  it, 
this  may  have  been  considered  a  measure  bor- 
dering on  harshness,  I  have  thought  proper  in 
Bubmittinff  that  part  of  the  last  resolation,  pre- 
scribing the  mode  of  action  by  the  House, 
which  is  similar  in  effect  to  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Pikoknbt,  and  to  the  resolntion 
of  the  &4th  December,  1887,  to  preface  it  with 
tiie  matter  preceding,  embodying  the  reasons 
which  not  only  render  the  propriety  of  this 
eourse  evident,  but  show  the  improprie^  of 
any  other.  I  would  trea£  these  petitions  pre- 
dsely  as  I  would  any  other  involving  Mmilar 
eonriderations.  These  snbjeota  have  excited 
anxious  attention  and  reflection  here  and  else- 
where. It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the 
intelligence  of  the  members  of  this  House,  to 
suppose  that  any  one  of  them  }ud  not  made  up 
his  mind  on  the  question,  whAher  we  have  a 
light  to  grant  the  prayer  of  these  petitions  or 
not  The  Abolitionists  themselves  evinpe  their 
own  conviction  that  the  minds  of  mombera, 
even  before  they  enter  this  Ball,  are  made  up 
on  these  snbjects,  by  requiring  them  explicitiy 
to  state  th^r  ofdniona  and  the  Tote  they  intend 
to  give.  The  matter  has  been  onoe  referred  to 
a  oommtttee,  who  fully  examined  it,  and  re- 
ported such  arguments  as  oonclusively  show 
our  want  of  jurisdiction.  Is  it  pretended  that 
every  petition  must  be  referred,  and  a  reporii 
be  made  in  fall  upon  it,  and  that  the  whole 
time  of  Ooogress  ^ould  be  spent  upon  the 
snbject  ?  The  House,  and  each  member  of  the 
House,  has  folly  considered  the  subjects  in- 
Tolvea  in  these  {letitions.  If,  then,  the  House 
is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  has  no  right  to 
act  on  these  subiects  as  the  petitionen  aedre, 
it  is^  as  I  concttTe^  oar  doty  to  diipoae  ct  the 
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petitions  with  as  little  delay  as  posuble,  unlea 
indeed  our  object  be  to  waste  our  own  time  and 
the  money  of  the  people  in  discussion  int^inin- 
able  and  unavailing,  or  worse  than  unavulin^ 
because  intoided  to  manufacture  pablio  senti- 
ment for.  our  constituents  rather  than  to  acquire 
light  for  our  own  gaidonce,  and  thus  infficatine 
the  assumption  that  we  are  the  masters  instead 
of  the  servants  d  ih»  people.  By  tho  mode 
of  action  here  presmbw,  iJie  petitions  are  to 
be  presented  Uke  any  other  petitions ;  from  the 
statement  of  their  contents,  reqnired  bj  Um 
mles  of  the  Hoase,  it  Is  perceived  that  tbey 
relate  to  suligects  which  have  been  folly  cob- 
■  sidered  by  the  House,  and  on  which  a  mqjoritf 
of  the  House  have  definitely  formed  an  t^niuQa 
that  the  House  has  no.  legitimate  jurisdictkB; 
«nd  they  are  at  once  laid  npon  the  table. 

Believing,  sir,  as  I  do,  that  "  the  ration  of 
master  uid  slave  is  a  matter  exdnstrely  within 
the  regulation  of  the  States  where  H  exist^  nd 
that  any  interfemiee  by'  the  inhabitants  of 
other  States  in  regard  to  It,  is  not  nnsa- 
thorized  and  intrnnve,  but  futhleas  and  diahon- 
orable,  as  beiqg  ag^Jist  the  letter  and  qnrit  tS 
the  sacred  compact  which  binds  ns  togecbw" 
— believing  that  tho  agitation  now  pmctiaed  on 
the  sabject  of  the  abolition  of  davery,  whether 
carried  on  under  the  pretext  of  muntaoning  the 
right  of  petition,  or  any  other  pretext,  reetdt^ 
either  from  a  total  miBconception  of  the  natare 
and  rights  of  the  General  and  State  Govero- 
mente,  or,  as  there  is  reason  to  fear  in  some 
instances,  feom  hostility  to  our  establi^ed  Be- 
pablican  institutions — that  it  tends  to  aliouM 
the  Mendly  regards  diflbrent  parts  of  oar 
country,  and  introdnea  sectiwal  HMSamm 
and  divisions — to  waste  and  consume  tbe  tfaas 
of  Oongress,  and  enormously  to  inorease  As 
expenditure  of  the  money  of  tiie  people— thst 
it  iB  dangerous,  not  only  to  the  rights  of  tbc 
citizens  of  the  slave-holdmg  States,  but  also,  ia 
the  highest  d^ree,  to  tbe  tnt^rity  of  tbs 
Union— that,  if  persisted  in,  it  threatens  to 
involve  the  whole  country  in  tlie  most  alanmng 
evils — and  that  it  ought  to  be  disooantenjmoed 
by  every  firiend  of  the  Union  and  of  Republics! 
Government,  I  cannot  bnt  trust  tbeee  reaolB- 
tions  will  meet  the  fimnable  oondderation  of 
the  House 

Vr.  A.  tiien  demanded  the  previona  qneation. 

Mr.  yfusE.  I  adc  the  gentlemen  of  tbe 
Korth,  as  the  Nortii  has  ben  heard,  that  ii» 
Smth  shall  be  hevd  also.  Tbeee  are  not 

Southern  resolutions,  and  I  repudiate  than  as 
snch.   I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment. 

The  Ohaib  said  it  was  not  in  order.  • 

Mr.  CireHiNa  called  for  a  dividon  of  tbe  qnet* 
tion,  so  as  to  take  it  on  each  resolution. 

Mr.  Vfiaz.  1  ask  leave  of  this  Honse  thst 
the  South  may  be  heard  up<m  this  questiwi. 

The  Ohaib  reminded  the  gentleman  that  be 
mnst  be  aware  debate  could  not  be  entertuned 
after  the  previous  question  had  been  demanded. 

Mr.  Wisn.  Then  I  ask  thai  my  resolntioa 
may  be  read. 
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The  Cbaib  said  it  could  oolj  be  done  hj 
UMnimoaB  oonsent.  [CrieH  of  No  1  no  1  from 
Tttriooa  parts  of  the  HalLI 

Kr.  Wus.  K  ifl  a  plot  aprmig  upon  the 
Bontb. 

iii.  TnuiroiusT  wonid  ask  the  genUeman 
from  New  Uampsbire,  if^  after  following  up  a 
speech  and  an  orgnment  hy  the  previoaa  qnes- 
tion,  he  would  not  withdraw  it  for  at  least  the 
Bame  lensth  of  Ume,  for  a  reply,  that  his  argu- 
ment had  oonsnmed.    [Cries  of  Order  I  order  [] 

Hr.  Stanlt  smd,  to  use  the  words  of  a  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  CAHBBBi.EiTa)  on 
uiother  occasioa,  he  wanted  to  see  every  man, 
bo^  North  and  Bonth,  toe  the  mark;  and 
•therefore  be  moved  a  call  of  the  House ;  which 
me  ordered. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wm  was  called,  that 
gentleman  roee  in  bis  place  uid  uud,  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  Sontiiem  people  and  Soathem 
interests,  I  am  not  here  on  the  subject  of  Abo- 
lition. 

The  call  was  proceeded  in,  and  228  members 
having  responded, 

Mr.  Tttdb  moved  to  dispense  with  its  further 
proceedings. 

So  all  further  proceedings  on  the  call  were 
dispensed  with,  and  the  question  recurring  on 
the  second  for  the  previous  question, 
'  4Cr.  Wise  ag^n  asked  th^  a  resolution  he 
h^  drawn  up  as  an  amendment  be  read. 

Mr.  OuraiLur  oUetrted. 

}Sr.  WiBB  moved  a  snspendon  of  the  mica ; 
but  the.  Oh^  ruled  the  motion  to  be  out  of 
order. 

The  previous  question  was  eeconded  hj  the 
House,  108  to  109,  and  ordwing  the  main  qoes-. 

tion. 

Mr.  6BKiiirai.L  donanded  tiie  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Beix  then  rose  and  said  he  would  make 
a  motion,  which  he  hoped  would  be  assented 
to  on  all  sides.  It  was  to  move  that  the  House 
adjourn,  and  to  order  the  resolutions  to  be 
prmted  and  laid  on  their  tables  to-morrow, 
when  they  would  vote  nnderstandingly  upon 
them. 

The  Ohaib  said  tiie  motion  to  would 
require  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Bill  hoped  no  gentleman  would  ottJeot 
to  a  proportion  that  seemed  to  him  so  reason- 
able. 

Objections  were  made,  however,  in  several 
quarters,  and  Mr.  Bell  then  made  the  motion 
to  adjourn,  on  which 

Mr.  OnsHHAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
whii^  being  ordered,  were — ^yeas  102,  nays 
118. 

So  the  House  reftising  to  ac^oum,  the  ques- 
tion recurred  on  (Hrderifig  tiie  main  question  to 

be  put 

"St.  Mason,  of  Ohlo^  then  rdsed  the  question 
of  order,  whether,  as  the  116th  rule  o£  the 
House  provided  that  no  standing  rule  should 
he  changed  without  one  dayV  notioe,  and  as 
the  4Sth  rulepresaibed  the  mode  ot  receiving 
You  7a3Xr~U 


petitions,  and  the  6th  pending  resolution  pro- 
posed a  change  of  that  rule  so  fiir  as  a  certain 
olais  petitions  were  concerned,  one  di^'s 
notice  should  not  have  been  f^vop. 

The  Chub  said,  dearly  not,  and  it  had  been 
so  decided  on  a  former  occasion. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered — yeas  114,  nays  107. 

Mr.  Petbieen  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  oa 
the  main  question ;  yrhich  were  ordered. 

Mr,  0.  H.  WiLLiAUB,  of  Tennessee,  said  he 
wished  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  these  res- 
olutions, unless  he  could  have  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  Lis  views  upon  them.  They 
came  m  a  questionable  shape,  and  be  could  not 
vote  for  them  without  further  examination. 
He  theref<nw  asked  .the  House  to  be  excused; 
bat  before  tiie  qaeetion  was  propounded —  . 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  said  be  had  voted 
against  a^joummg  before,  because  he  oould  not 
persuade  himself  that  the  previous  question 
would  have  been  suatidDed,  but  seeing  it  hhd, 
he  now  renewed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Pabeeb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  b«ng  ordered,  were — yeas  108,  nays 
118. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  House  also  refosed  to  excuse  Jii.  Wii> 
LiAUs  from  voting. 

Mr.  "WisB  gave  his  reasons,  in  part,  for  revis- 
ing to  vote  for  or  agunst  the  resolutwns,  but 
he  was  called  to  order  for  tiravelling  out  (tf  the 
limits  prescribed  by  the  80th  role.  Mr.  W. 
stated  uat  he  sfaouU  not  vote. 

Mr.  Stanlt  also  did  the  same,  as  did  Mr. . 
Jenipbb. 

Mr.  Uhdbbwooo  moved  the  House  to  ex- 
case  him,  for  he  could  neither  vote  affirmative- 
ly nor  negatively,  without  placing  himself  in  a 
false  position ;  hut  they  refused. 

The  question,  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
resolntion,  and  it  was  adopted — ^yeas  198,  m^s 
6. 

On  motion  cf  Mr.  GorviN, 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


WmnnESDAT,  December  12. 
AboUtion  tifSlaeery. 

The  first  bnriness  in  order  was  the  conddera- 
tion  of  the  resolutions  introduced  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Athebtos'. 

As  soon,  however,  as  the  journal  was  read, 
Mr,  Wise  rose  and  remarked  that  he  did  not 
perceive  entered  on  the  record  the  fact  that  he 
bad  refused  to  vote  yesterday,  and  as  he  wanted 
his  constituents  to  see  that  he  had  not  enter- 
tained the  subject  of  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
States,  he  moved  that  the  journal  be  oorrected 
accordingly. 

The  motion  was  diswreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  inquired  if  this  motion  would  not  gA 
on  the  joornal  of  to-day. 

The  Chaib  replied  tiiat  it  would.  ' 

Ifr.  Vibb'b  otyeot  was  attained  then. 
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like  second  resolalian  was  then  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

Rtrnttved,  That  petitionB  for  tbo  abdiCion  of  alavery 
in  the  District  of  CohimUa  ud  the  Territories  of  the 
United  Btttea  and  i^tiat  the  removal  of  skres  from 
one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  plan  of  opera- 
ticms  Mt  on  foot  to  affect  Uie  inatitntion  of  slayerr 
in  the  several  States,  and  thiu  indirectly  to  destroy 
that  hiBtitation  wUhin  their  limits. 

Hr.  BiDDLB  askecl  permission  to  decline  TOt- 
ing  on  the  second  proposition,  as  wantonly 
8t^;matizing  a  mass  of  men.  Whilst  he  could 
not  vote  for  it,  he  knew  the  reckless  aodacity 
with  which  a  vote  against  it  might  be  nsed  to 
create  a  false  impression.  Ur.  B.  referred  to 
the  stand  he  hod  taken  in  his  own  district  on 
this  subject,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
been  sostained.  His  Van  Bnren  opponent  had 
refnsed  to  answer  the  interrogatories  proponnd- 
ed.  Hr.  6.  thought  that  a  body  of  liworable 
men  ought  not  to  pUoe  bim  in  this  false  light 
for  tiie  mere  traonent  purposes  of  party,  with 
ft  Tiew  to  influence  the  elections  at  the  South, 
now  that  those  at  the  North  had  been  got 
throagh  with  it,  Mr.  B.  was  proceeding  ftir- 
ther,  but 

The  Ohair  interposed,  on  the  ground  that 
tiie  gentleman  was  transgressing  the  roles. 

The  House  refused  to  excuse  Ur.  Biddijb. 

The  question  on  the  second  resolution  was 
then  taken,  and  it  was  adopted— jeas  1S6,  nays 
66. 

"When  the  name  of  Hr.  Wise  was  colled,  that 
gentleman  rose  in  his  place,  and  said :  I  r^tase 
tOTOte. 

Hr.  CnsHDra  raised  tiie  qnestion  of  order, 
that  the  gentlenuut  was  bound  to  vote  imless 
excused,  and'  that,  as  the  names  most  be  called 
alphabetically,  the  Clerk  could  not  proceed  to 
the  next  name  and  pass  over  that  of  Mr.  Wisb. 

The  Ohaib  sfud  the  p<^t  had  been  decided 
before ;  the  roll  must  be  proceeded  with,  after 
being  onoe  commenced. 

Mr.  GuaniHa  gave  notice  that  he  should  nuse 
ih»  qnestion  again. 

Hr.  Bbonbon,  who  stated  that  he  was  mo- 
mentarily absent  from  his  seat  when  his  name 
was  oalled,  asked  leave  to  record  his  name  in 
the  affinnatiTO ;  bnt  Ibbto  was  not  granted. 

As  soon  as  the  roll  was  gone  thro^h,  and 
before  the  vote  was  announced,  Mr.  ObBmira 
again  rused  the  above  qneationf  but  it  was 
rued  to  be  oat  of  order. 

third  resolnticai  was  then  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Bttolvtd.  that  Congreas  has  no  right  to  do  that 
indirectly  vhich  it  caimot  do  directly ;  and  that  the 
agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Offlambia,  or  the  Territories,  as  a  means,  and  with 
the  view,  of  disturbing  or  overthrowing  that  inetitu- 
tion  .in  the  several  States,  is  against  the  true  spirit 
and  meaidng  of  the  constitution,  an  infHagemait  of 
the  rights  of  the  States  affected,  and  a  breach  of  the 
pnbllc  iaith  upon  whidi  tboy  uttered  into  the  Con- 
wderacj. 

Hr.  BoBD  called  for  &  dlvUtm  of  the  qn«»- 


tion,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  first  on  the  following 
branch  only : 

Setclved,  That  Congress  has  no  right  to  do  that 
ittdire<^7  irtiidi  it  cnmot  do  directly. 

The  vote  being  so  taken  resulted  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  178,  nays  80. 

So  the  first  branch  of  the  third  resolution 
was  adopted. 

The  second  branch  being  read, 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  resulted 
also  in  the  affirmative — yeas  164,  nays  40. 

So  the  third  resolution  was  adoptod,  and  the 
fourth  was  taken  up  as  follows  : 

Renlved,  That  the  constitution  rests  on  the  brawl 
principle  of  equality  among  the  members  at  da 
Confederacy,  and  HotX  Congress,  In  the  ezerdae  ctf  hi 
acknowledged  powers,  has  no  right  to  diso^unatc 
between  the  insUtotiona  of  one  portion  of  the  8bM 
and  another,  witha  view  of  aboli^iing  the  one  and 
imnnoting  the  other. 

Hr.  Lnnioi:^  cdled  for  a  divirion  of  the  ques- 
tion on  this  resdntion,  so  as  to  take  it  first  on 
the  fbllowing  braoob : 

"iZnoIwd^  That  the  constitution  rests  on  the 
broad  prindple  of  equality  among  the  membere  of 
this  Confederacy." 

Such'  a  division  being  accordingly  ordered, 
the  vote  thereon  resulted  affirmatively — ^jress 
180,  nays  26. 

The  second  branch  of  this  resolntioa  was  also 
agreed  to— yeas  174,  nays  Si. 

[When  Hr.  'Kxsssxat'a  name  was  called,  that 
gentleman  said  he  widied  to  inquire,  before  he 
voted,  whether  a  clerical  errror  could  be  first 
corrected  in  this  part  of  the  resolution. 
The  OoAiB  said  it  could  not 
Mr.  Kbkkbdt  rejoined  that  he  should  vou 
for  it,  bnt  he  did  so  protesting  against  its  bad 
grammar.] 

The  fifth  and  last  reaolitti(m  was  in  the  fal- 
lowing words :  • 

Jieaclved,  therefore,  That  all  attempts  on  the  part 
of  Congress  to  abolidi  slavery  in  the  District  ef 
Columbia  or  the  Territories,  or  to  prtdubit  the 
moTal  of  slaves  from  State  to  State,  or  to  diacriminate 
between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  <rf  the  Confed- 
erate and  another,  with  tfie  views  aforesaid,  an  in  vio- 
lationof  the  oonstitotitHi,  destroettve  of  tbeAnds- 
mental  piindple  on  irbi<Ai  the  Uniw  of  theae  States 
rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Cmgress;  and 
that  every  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  i»apoeitum 
or  paper,  toucMng  or  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any 
extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  aforesaid,  or  the  abo- 
lition thereof,  slull,  on  the  presentation  there<rf',  wiA- 
out  any  furuier  action  thweon,  be  Ud  upoa  the 
table,  withotit  being  debated,  printed,  or  referraiL 


Hr.  BumoLpa  called  for 
word  "  Congreas  "  in  tlM  9th 
ordered. 

Hr.  WiBB  then  s^d,  I  now, 
and  in  order  to  test  the  sense 
on  all  the  Tesf^Dtiona^  move  a 
mles,  with  a  view  of  ofiEbring  sa 
this  propodtion,  so  as  to  strike 


a  diviaoD  at  the 
line;  which  was 


if  it  be  in  <vdar, 
of  Uie  House  np- 
BDspenaioB  of  the 
an  amendmemt  to 
out  the  wotd% 
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"wtiA  the  tima  aforetaid;^^  aoA  that  gentle- 
haen  may  not  have  an  ezcnse  of  apprahiHidiiig 
a  debate  oa  Abolitioo,  I  pledge  myself  not  to 
a  word  npon  it  I  wUl  vote  {qt  Qie  Tesola- 
tion'  if  the/  will  strtlce  out  these  words. 

The  Ghaib  could  not  entertain  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rales. 

Kr.  Wise.  Well,  then,  I  will  remark  that 
these  are  the  words  that  sold  the  Soath. 

The  first  branch  of  the  proposition  was 
adopted — jeas  146,  nays  62. 

[When  the  name  of  Ur.  Dawson,  of  GeorgitL 
was  called,  that  gentleman  rose  in  nis  place  and 
said, 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  vote  in  the  afBrmative, 
omitting  or  expanging,  so  far  as  my  vote  goes, 
the  words  "  with  the  views  afores^d."  Con- 
gress has  no  constdtntional  power,  for  any 
^*  vieaa  "  or  for  any  jjorposea  whatever  to  in- 
terfere with  the  quesUoD.] 

Hr.  Porre  moved  to  lay  the  second  branch 
on  the  table,  on  which  motion 

Mr.  Ciuia  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  ordered,  were — ^yeas  86,  nays  129. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decid- 
ed in  the  negative. 

Hr.  Jekifeb  inquired  if  the  affirmation  of 
this  last  proposition  would  not  be  identical  with 
a  virtual  reception  of  all  petitions  on  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  by  the  House  ? 

The  Ohaib  replied  that  that  was  a  qnestion 
which  each  genueman  urart  interpret  for  him- 
self. 

Ur.  FoFS  B^d  he  wished  to  be  excused  from 
voting  npon  this  proposition,  (he  had  voted  for 
all  the  others,)  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  affirm  the  reception  of  abolition  peti- 
tions, and  fhrtber,  that  it  was  inconsistent  with 
the  propositions  already  adopted.  Any  vote 
he  coold  give  would  be  misconstrued. 

The  Hoase  refbsed  to  excuse  Mr.  P. 

Mr.  Chahbebs  also  moved  to  be  ezonsed  on 
similar  grounds  to  those  of  his  odUeagne^  but 
the  Honse  again  refused. 

The  second  branch  of  the  last  proportion 
was  then  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Uessis.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Bicknel],  Birdsoll,  BrocUiead, 
Bacbaiian,  Bynum,  John  CaUtoon,  CunbreleDg,  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  John  Coi^bdl,  Carter,  Casey, 
Chaoejs  Chapman,  downv,  Ooles,  Connor,  Crug, 
Oruy,  Crockett,  Coshman,  Dawsrai,  Deberry,  DeGrafi^ 
Dencis,  Dromgoote,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield, 
Fry,  Gallup,  Ames  GsrUod,  Bioe  Gariand,  James 
Graha^  GranUand,  Graves,  Hammond,  Homer,  Har- 
rison, mwes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howr 
ard,  Hiibley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert  H.  T, 
Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackaon,  Jabex  Jackson,  Henry 
Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  William  0.  Joiinaon, 
Naflumiel  Jmes,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  KemUe, 
Kennedy,  EUi^nsnuth,  Le«re,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
LotHuis,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury, 
May,  McKay,  Robert  HcOdlan,  Abraham  McCldUn, 
McClure,  Menefee,  Meroer,  Montgomeiy,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Monis,  Morray,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Patker,  Pairis^  Btynter,  Pearce,  Petrikin,  Phelpe, 
Pickens,  Pratt,  Biley,  Bencher,  Bhett,  Bives^  Jcim 


[December,  1888. 

Robertson,  Rumsey,  Sawyer,  Angustine  H.  Shepperd, 
CbarlesSbepard,  Shields,  Snyder,  Southgate,  ^ncer, 
Stuart,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Thompson,  Titna,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tumey,  Wagener, 
Webster,  John  WUte,  Whittiesey,  Sberrod  Wifliams, 
Jared  W.  WUUams,  C.  H.  WUtiuns,  and  Tell— 136. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Ayraigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Booldio, 
Otegs,  Bronson,  WitUuna  Oslfaoan,  CaiUds,  Clark, 
C^m,  Corwhi,  Oabb,  Cranstoo,  Oiirtls,  Gushing, 
Darlington,  Davee,  Da'riea,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Giddmgs,  Goode,  William 
Graham,  Gruit,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Halsted, 
Harper,  Hasting  Henry,  Williun  Herod,  Samuel 
ham,  lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  Ifo- 
Kennan,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Monis,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Parmenter,  Peck,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Beed,  Ridgway,  Edward,  Robmson,  Ros-  • 
sell,  Saltoostall,  Sergeant,  Staffer,  Oade,  Stratton, 
mnghast,  Toland,  Albert  9.  White,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams, Wwd,  and  TtHke— 78. 

[When  Mr.  Wbk's  name  was  called,  that  gen- 
tleman rose  and  s^d  that,  as  that  propontion 
admits  the  right  of  petition  on  thii  Bnl^eot,  he 
should  refhse  to  vote  upon  it.] 

The  resolutions  being  all  severally  adopted, 

The  Honse  adjonmect. 


IN  SBKATB. 

TfiTOBSDAT  December  18. 

Ur.  Walkeb  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Thohab  H.  Williams,  appointed  by  the 
Qovemor  of  the  State  of  lussissippi,  a  Senatw 
from  that  State,  to  fill  vacancy  ocoauoned 
by  tiie  rengnatitm  of  the  Hon.  Jahbb  Tbotteb, 

ICr.  WmiAKB  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  lus  seat 

Iburth  Inttalment  of  Depotit. 
Mr.  Wmanr,  from  the  Committee  on  El- 
nance,  to  which  was  referred  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
finances,  reported  a  bill  frirtber  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instalment  of  the  deposits  with  the 
States,  under  the  act  of  June,  1886;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Kentucky,  atdd  tliat  he  should 
like  really  to  see,  if  this  instalment  was  again 
to  be  posl^ned,  so  contrary  to  what  they  all 
expected  at  the  last  session,  that  It  was  not 
postponed  indefinitely.  He  had  hoped  that 
there  would,  at  least,  have  been  some  prolonga>- 
tion  of  the  promise  to  the  States,  that  they 
might  look  forward  to  some  time  when  they 
might  reasonably  hope  to  receive  this  money, 
which  they  all  expected,  and  which  many  of 
them  had  made  arrangements  to  appropriate  to 
useful  and  important  purposes.  He  should  like 
to  know  if  one  year's  further  postponement 
would  not  be  sufficient;  and  without  saymg 
whether  he  should  vote  for  the  bill  In  anw 
event,  he  hoped  that  it  would  be  so  amendra 
as  to  postpone  l^e  payment  to  some  day  cer- 
tain, say  the  Ist  of  January,  1840,  instead  of 
being  postpoiwd,  as  provided  fin*  by  tiie  bin, 
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until  the  Airther  pleasure  ot  Oongress  ww  ex- 
pressed ou  the  Bubjeot. 

Mr.  O.  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
malcing  the  postponement  till  the  Ist  of  Jann- 
aiT,  1S40. 

Mr.  OxLHouN  etdd  he  should  vote  for  the 
postponement  moved  hy  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tacky,  thouffh  he  had  not  the  ulightest  anticipa- 
tion that  t£ere  woald  be  any  earplns  in  the 
Treosory,  either  in  this  or  in  the  coming  year. 
The  qn^on-wonld  then  naturally  occur,  why 
he  gave  Bach  a  Tote.  The  answer  vaa,  in  the 
first  place,  that  it  could  do  no  hann^  and  In  the 
next  place  it  would  have  the  effect  to  Ghe<^ 
this  House  in  its  expenditures.  If  the  expen- 
ditures had  not  been  so  profbse  last  year,  there 
might  then  have  been  a  payment  of  this  instal- 
ment But  this  and  theotiier  House  took  dif- 
ferent views  from'  what  he  did,  and  their  ex- 
pendttores  were  more  proAise  than  they  ever 
nad  been  since  be  was  connected  witti  the 
Government.  He  had  hoped  at  the  last  seraidn 
that  the  postponement  of  this  instalment  would 
have  haa  some  effect  to  check  their  extravagant 
e^nditares,  but  though  be  was  disappointed, 
he  would  again  vote  fbr  the  pottptmoneDt  witid 
tiie  Bime  vtews.  He  voold,  nowevn',  take  this 
occasion  to  say,  that  be  never  would  oonsoit 
to  vote  a  dollar  for  this  instalment,  which  he 
never  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  debt,  while 
they  had  to  borrow  money.  The  Senator  from 
Kentacky  was  entirely  mistaken  in  r^rding 
the  deposit  act  in  the  light  of  a  promise  to  the 
States,  There  was  no  pledge,  no  obligation 
whatever;  the  act  was  one  of  expediency 
merely,  and  it  had  fulfilled  its  object.  He  re- 
peated agdn  that  he  wonld  never  consent  to 
give  his  vote  to  borrow  money  to  pay  that  in- 
stalment. 

Mr.  KvLEB  8ud  he  ^d  not  purpose  -to  enter 
into  an  extended  dlscnsuon  of  this  subject,  but 
aaaertitHifl  had  been  made,- and  principles  ad- 
vanced  whleb  were  of  an  Importance  not  to  be 
overlooked.  It  Is  now,  idr,  for  the  first  time, 
proposed  to  r^se  a  revenue  for  the  purpose  of 
a  aistribution  among  the  States : — to  raise 
money  from  the  people  in  their  individu^  ca- 
pacity, to  be  distributed  among  the  States  in 
their  corporate  capacity,  to  enure  to  the  bene- 
fit of  chartered  monopolies.  He  (Mr,  N.)  knew 
this  was  not  intended,  nor  thought  of,  when  the 
deposit  bill  was  passed  by  the  Senate.  The 
object  was  to  get  rid  of  an  enormous  surplus 
which  had  accumulated,  and  was  distributed 
among  ninety  banks,  expanding  oar  already 
OTei;grown  paper  system,  corrupting  the  legis- 
lation of  Oongress,  and  embarrassing  to  public 
and  private  affairs.  On  this  ground  he  voted 
fbr  that  bill,  as  did  a  majority  of  thtfse  who 
voted  with  him.  But  he  contended  that  the 
ol^ect  for  which  the  hill  had  been  passed  was 
accomplished ;  the  surplus  had  been  deposited. 
He  asked  if  it  was  pratended  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  that  there  is  a  snrplus  in  the 
Treasory  now,  or  would  there  be  a  surplus  at 
the  period  proposed  in  the  amendment.  Did 


[2Sm  CosQ. 

not  tiie  gentleman  know  that  by  the  mtentkn 
of  his  own  law,  (the  compromise  act,)  toe  Uea- 
nial  reduction  of  the  duties  on  imports  voaM 
occnr  dnring  the  coming  year,  thus  lessenin;, 
by  that  amount,  the  fiscal  resonrees  of  tbe 
Government?  Under  these  circmnstanm to 
hold  out  the  hope,  aa  would  be  done  bj  Ik 
proposed  amendment,  that  the  foorth  iosbl- 
ment  would  be  paid  in  January,  vhen 
there  would  be  no  surplus  in  tiie  TreasaiT, 
wonld  be  to  sanction  the  Idea  that  the  monqr 
wonld  he  ruaed  by  taxation.  This  Is  the  e«eo- 
tid  question,  and  the  only  question  before  the 
Senate.  But  it  is  sidd  that  the  GoventiMiit 
should  redeem  its  pledge ;  that  the  good  liitli 
of  the  Government  is  pledged  for  the  psjnent 
of  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposit.  Sir,  if  it 
is  a  debt  due  by  the  Government  to  the  SW«s, 
it  should  be  discharged.  But,  instead  of  kmj 
any  just  clum  for  this  money,  the  States  m 
under  obligations  to  Congress  for  not  reclaiimi!^ 
the  three  mstalments  already  deposited.  If  it 
was  not  for  the  interposition  of  Coogre^  good 
futh  would  have  required  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  to  recall  the  money  depodtM  viii 
the  States,  fbr  the  neoessitiea  o£  the  6<mn-  ' 
ment ;  suim  were  tbe  ^irit  uul  requintioni  of 
the  act  He,  and  the  friends  who  w 'ith  | 
him,  had  supported  the  bill  in  good  fiuthisi 
deposit  act,  not  a  distribution  among  tiieStalet. 
It  was  to  be  a  deposit  of  a  surplas.  This  had 
been  accomplished,  and  the  bill  had  fnlfiOed  Oi 
functions.  If  it  was  intended  as  any  more  tlui 
a  deposit  act — for  a  distribution  <^  in<»? 
among  the  States — then  was  our  lefpslatiiiBi 
fraud  upon  the  country. 

Mr.  Bbkton  remarked  t^at  the  natml  ^  i 
gress  of  this  thing  had  been  distinctly  pointn 
out  by  him  when  he  had  the  honor,  in  cwiK- 
tion  with  half  a  dozen  other  gcotlaani  ^ 
oppose  the  depont  act.  He  knew  that  it  w 
a  distribution  among  the  States.  He  bcv 
that  it  was  the  commencement  of  a  Bystona 
levying  money  from  the  people,  for  those 
would  get  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  pe(#  I 
He  treated  this  act  then  as  a  distribntion,  w 
scouted  the  idea  of  its  being  a  deposL  Be 
knew  there  was  no  surplus  in  the  Treisni^ 
and  BBid  so,  and  that,  in  a  few  years,  we  BhooH 
be  left  without  money.  He  stated  these  f»* 
on  this  fioor,  in  such  strong  language,  Hat  * 
member  came  to  him,  and  b^^ged  him  aot  to 
publish  his  remarks.  He  stated  then  that  tbe 
effect  of  this  act  would  be,  either  to  break  the 
deposit  Ittidis  or  to  compd  them  to  croeb  ^ 
debtors.  Every  thing  he  then  said  had  wa 
verified  to  the  letter.   We  have  seen,  said 

a  committee  of  the  directors  of  tbe  bub 
of  New  York,  men  of  the  hi^iest  intelligewa 
and  well  versed  in  financnal  affairs,  pl«="'f* 
the  head  of  the  reasons  which  compelled  than 
to  suspend  specie  payments,  tbe  effect  of  ^ 
distribution  act.  He  (Mr.  B.)  knew  tb&i^ 
well  as  now,  that  one  of  the  effects  of  "^r 
would  be  either  to  compel  these  deposit  1*» 
(o  choose  between  stopping  themadrc^  « 
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crushing  those  indebted  to  them.  He  knew 
then  that  in  the  short  space  of  two  years  we 
^onld  be  withoat  money,  and  it  was  cow  seen 
that  he  ma  right ;  for  instead  of  calling  back 
from  the  States  any  of  the  money^  already  dis- 
tributed to  them,  as  provided  far  in  the  many 
cantions  words  insert^  in  the  act  to  make  ft 
appear  like  a  deposit^  the  Goremment  was 
driven  to  the  expedient  of  nasia^  money  by  a 
forced  loan,  for  Treasury  notes  were  nothing 
bnt  a  forced  loan  from  those  to  whom  they 
were  pud.  Instead  of  calling  on  the  States 
for  a  return  of  a  part  of  this  money  depodted 
with  them,  this  body  was  now  reproached  with 
a  breach  of  faith  to  the  States  for  not  going  on 
to  deposit  the  reminder,  which  was  also  daim- 
ed  as  a  debt.  That  which  in  the  first  inSanoe 
was  declared  to  be  a  deposit  only,  and  treated 
on  that  flo<nr  as  a  deporit,  was  now  in  l^e  aame 
place  declared  to  be  a  -debt,  and  the  Federal 
Govemmoit  was  tannted  with  a  breach  of 
faith  for  not  paying  it.  Kow,  what  was  the 
effect  of  the  motion  under  consideration  ?  It 
was  a  direct  propoaitton,  to  be  carried  on  here- 
after, of  raising  money  by  indirection  for  the 
parpose  of  distribntion.  It  was  a  case  in  which 
the  powerful  and  strong  wonld  be  arrayed 
against  the  weak.  It  was  a  direct  proposition 
to  commit  this  Govemment  to  the  system  of 
depositing  money  with  the  States.  The  effect 
wonld  be,  that  all  that  party  who  are  in  &vor 
of  raising  money  of  the  whole  to  divide  among 
the  fe^  wonld  throw  every  vote  to  diminish 
jQst  and  necesauT  appropri^ona,  and  to  keep 
np  the  tons.  Tba  price  of  iba  pnblio  lands 
wonld  be  kept  up ;  and  by  the  time  t^e  tariff 
act  shall  have  worked  ont  its  ol^ect  in  Jaanary, 
1840,  there  wonld  be  enongh  interested  to  band 
together  for  the  purpose  of  raidng  from  the 
Asiatic  section  of  the  Union,  the  icotton  grow- 
ing States,  a  sufficient  sam  for  distribntion. 
Your  cotton  crop,  said  "Mr.  B.,  amounting  to 
some  hundred  millions,  will  hold  ont  sl^ng 
temptations  to  the  friends  of  this  system  of  dis- 
tribntion. Mr.  B.  eaid  he  had  voted  here  for 
the  last  ten  years  against  this  system  of  collect- 
ing money  for  distribntion.  He  opposed  it 
when  it  was  proposed  by  a  Senator  from  New 
Jcrsej-,  (Mr.  IhOKEBsosL)  for  the  pnrpoae  of 
keeping  ap  the  toriit  He  opposed  it  with  the 
same  zeal  when  a  subsequent  propoeilitni  was 
made  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  -the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  agun  when  it  retamed  in  the 
insidious  shape  of  a  deposit  act.  .  In  all  diia  he 
found  himself  snstainea  by  the  young  State  of 
Missouri ;  for,  young  as  she  was,  and  destitute 
of  resources,  slie  despised  the  whole  policy  of 
distribution.  Both  branches  of  her  Legislature 
adopted  a  resolution  condemning  the  whole 
thing,  and  instructing  her  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives to  oppose  it  forever.  In  obedience 
then  to  her  instructions,  as  well  as  in  accord- 
ance with  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment,  he 
solemnly  protested  against  tiie  odioos  prin(^Ie. 
It  was  two  hundred  years  tanco  the  Lend  Chan- 
oellor  Bnrleigh  pat  Into  the  month  of  Qoeen 
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Ehzabetb  the  noble  sentimoit,  that  the  beat 
treasary  of  a  Government  was  the  pooketa  d! 
the  people.  Tbas  aoitinient  was,  even  at  that 
time,  received  with  raptare  hy  a  British  I^lb- 
ment ;  bnt  U  was  sUU  older  than  the  time  of 
Ohaneellor  Bnrleigh,  for  it  was  that  prince  of 
orators  and  stat^men  in  the  Bepnblio  of 
Athens,  (Demosthenes,)  when  a  vile  scheme 
was  proposed  to  raise  money- for  a  similar  ob* 
Ject,  who  indignantly  trampled  the  whole  nn- 
der  foot,  and  then  uttered  the  memorable  senti- 
ment that  has  since  been  so  often  quoted.  The 
author  said,  "No!  Leave  this  money  in  the 
pockets  of  the  people.  When  the  oonntry 
needs  it  for  her  defence,,  call  for  it,  and  the 
people  will  cheerftilly  give  it."  These,  said 
Mr.  B.,  are  ray  sentiments.  A  proposition  was 
made,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  commit  the 
Senate  to  this  system  of  distribution  •  and  it 
has  Iteen  s^  on  (halt  floor  that  no  harm  oonid 
ensue  from  it  It  was  like  the  old  woman's 
medicine  of  milk  and  water :  if  it  did  oo  good, 
it  could  do  no  harm.  Such  language  did  not 
Itelong  to  statesmen,  nor  to  the  elevated  thea- 
tre of  an  American  Senate.  The  whole  propo- 
sition was  wrong,  to  hold  out  to  the  American 
people  a  scheme  for  fature  distribution,  which, 
it  was  evident,  could  noj  be  carried  into  effect, 
without  resorting  to  taxation.  What  prospect 
was  there,  he  would  ask,  of  its  being  realized  t 
Look  at  the  report  of  the  Secretwy  of  the 
Treasury,  tmd  it  would  be  found  that  so  fkr 
from  there  being  any  surplus  to  ^vide,  the 
reverse  was  tiie  case ;  that  there  was  a  nlliog 
off  of  the  revenne  derived  from  the  land  sales, 
and  a  &Uing  off  of  that  derived  firom  the  tariff; 
and  the  pronieot  was  that  by  iho.  year  1840, 
there  would  be  a  still  greater  diminution.  At 
this  very  time  we  were  hardly  able  to  meet  the 
ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Gktvemment, 
though  we  had  been  forced  to  the  raising  of 
n^ey  by  extraordinary  means,  snch  as  selling 
bonds,  and  issuing  Treasury  notes  which  were 
nothing  more  than  forced  loans,  yet  we  had 
Wen  called  on  for  this  fourth  instalment,  and 
charged  with  breach  of  futh  for  not  making  it. 
Are  we,  said  Mr.  B.,  under  such  circumstances, 
(to  say  nothing  of  the  principle  of  ndsing 
nuney  flv  distribntion,)  are  we  to  «dte  ex- 
pectations in  the  States,  that  this  Government 
u  to  ruse  ^fat  or  nine  millions  by  taxation,  to 
be  Prided  among  themt  The  efiSect  of  the 
vote  taken  on  t^is  proposition,  if  unhappily  it 
should  be  carried,  would  be  to  make  such  States 
as  were  williog  to  accept  this  money,  to  look 
upon  it  as  a  pledge  that  this  nine  millions  was 
tamed  over  to  them ;  and  being  so,  it  would 
become  the  bounden  duty  of  .this  Government 
to  provide  the  surplus,  by  arresting  necessary 
appropriations,  by  raising  new  taxes,  by  the 
issue  of  Treasnry  notes,  and  by  a  resort  to  the 
old  tariff;  and  when  this  much  was  done,  then 
all  was  done  that  was  wanted.  The  example 
wonld  be  set  which  wonld  be  followed  up,  of 
raising  money  from  the  weaker  portions  ta  the 
Union  to  dinde  among  the  stnoger  and  more 
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{M^tUons  parts  of  U.  Onr  rereDiies  wero  de- 
rived jffiiu^paUr  from  the  weaker  parts  of  the 
UnioQ — &om  cotton,  which,  being  earned  to 
EnroDc,  the  proceeds  are  bronght  bade  in  mer- 
dumdiBe  which  pays  duties.  The  a^onltore 
of  tiie  West  also  oontribates  its  share  in  the 
Mune  waj.  Then,  sud  Mr.  B.,  adopt  this  prop- 
ortion—establish  the  principle — and  the 
.  Sooth  and  Wert  most  prepare  tnemsdves  in 
ftitore  for  a  heavy  coarse  of  taxation,  until  the 
ftlsitj  and  enormity  of  the  system  shall  evoata- 
ally  prostrate  it  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  opposed 
to  a  postpraement  to  the  noEt  year,  or  to  the 
7«ar  after  that,  HewasforapoaliKniemaitnot 
only  indefinitely,  bat  in  the  strongest  and 
dearest  laagnaga  that  ooold  be  nsed.  He  was 
for  an  eternal,  perpetual,  and  everlasting  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  pBWToir  oononrred  with  the  Senator 
from  Uiuoori,  in  the  impropriety  of  holding 
oat  the  idea  that  this  instument  wonid  b%  paid 
in  1840.  He  i&i  not-think  it  proper  that  the 
Senate  should  take  such  a  oonrse  as  would  hold 
oat  a  fallaciona  hope,  to  deceive  the  States  and 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  In  aooord- 
ance  with  tiiese  sentiments,  he  thought  the 
proper  course  would  be  to  repeal  at  once  the 
ilrat  aeotion  tit  the  deposit  act,  and  if  any  Sen- 
■lor  woold  make  anoB  a  motitm  he  would  aop- 
port  iL  He  oonmuTed  in  the  sentiinait.  that 
the  rddng  of  mon^  for  dbtiibation  was  un- 
eoDstitational,  and  emitted  that  he  was  mis- 
taken in  tiie  operations  of  the  d^iodt  act. 
Thwe  was  a  neoesdty.for  the  passage  of  the 
law,  firom&e  frightfal  surplus  we  had  accumu- 
lated. But,  dr,  our  part  of  the  law  has  been 
ocHopleted;  the  snrplas  has  been  distributed, 
and  the  Treasury  is  compelled  to  an  unconsti- 
tutional issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  sustain  itself. 
We  have  appealed  to  the  vi^ance  of  the  States, 
and  how  liave  thoy  respooded?  Instead  of 
vigilance  and  economy,  tne  States  have  gape 
<ni  in  adiemes  of  onparallded  extravagance. 
Why  appeal  longer  to  the  vi^laaoe  of  the  States 
toowtrolaflin  oarezpeaditnrest  He  thought 
if  he  had  known  that,  instead  of  reclaiming  the 
money  deported  with  the  States,  when  the 
Treasary  was  exhausted,  the  Secretary  would 
have  borrowed  money  by  a  forced  loan,  he 
would  have  opposed,  with  the  Senator  from 
'  Missouri,  the  passage  of  this  law.  He  thought 
that  it  had  been  mischievons  in  its  operations 
in  some  respects,  and  accelerated  the  fiscal 
calamities  under  which  we  have  so  latdy  suf- 
fered. But  it  was  not  the  sole  cause.  There 
was  an  antagoni&t  system  for  getting  rid  of  the 
snrplus  by  enorraoos  appropriations  for  extrav- 
agant and  useless  objects ;  and  though  our 
i^ystem  prevailed,  we  increased  our  ezpendi- 
tnrea,  even  after  onr  snrplos  was .  deposited 
with  die  States.  _We  had  bounded  rapidly 
from  a  surplus  of  sixty  millions  and  an  appro- 
priation of  forty  millions,  to  an  insolvent 
Treasary.  But  the  d^iosit  act  had  failed  in 
the  great  object  propcued  by  its  enactment, 
and,  having  failed,  is  it  correct  to  oontintte  it 
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upon  the  statnie  bode?  la  there  any  proba- 
bility of  any  portion  of  the  money  being  here- 
after  reclumed  from  the  States:  why  tliea 
oontinae  it  t  He  had  acted  in  good  £aith  wb«ai 
voting  for  that  bill :  he  bad  voted  for  it  as  a 
deposit  act;  a  depoEot  which  would  be  called 
for,  and  ought  to  be  called  for  when  needed  for 
the  exigeoaes  of  the  Government.  He  was  de- 
ceived. He  craiourred  with  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  tliat  the  act  had  a  (tcjuintiiiK  towards 
nuung  a  revenue  for  distribution,  ana  on  that 
groniu  was  for  obliterating  it. 

Ur.  TAUufAooi  add  he  should  vote  f^  Urn 
amendment,  as  he  was  about  to  rise  to  offer  a 
sinular  one^  wboi  be  was  antidpated  l»j  hii 
fnend  from  Kentucky.  His  obiect  having  thus 
beeAocompUshed,  he  deugned  to  sit  still  and 
give  a  rilent  vote  on  the  question  \  but  »ome 
gentlemen  had  seen  fit  to  go  into  the  merits  of 
the  deposit  act,  which  they  pleased  to  term  a 
distribution  bill.  He  Lad  said  on  a  tonatf 
occasion,  that  whenever  f^tlemen  tboagtt 
proper  to  discuss  the  merits  of  that  bill,  lie 
would  not  sit  still  a  silent  listener.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  passage  of  that  act,  be- 
lieving that  he  was  right  then,  and  he  believed 
so  now.  Gentiemeu  talked  of  a  deo^itioa 
when  that  bill  was  passed.  SHi,  (said  Hr.  T.J 
there  was  no  deoeptitm  and  no  misoonc^tkn. 
The  matter  was  pnibctly  understood,  ana  this 
body  put  l^e  bill  in  a  shi^  to  obviate  all  diffi- 
culties. The  bill  as  it  was  originally  introdnced 
was  not  a  distribution  act,  but  one  for  a  mere 
deposit  with  the  States.  But  gentlemen  say 
that  the  effect  of  it  was  a  distriibntion.  Why, 
General  Jackson  himself  recommended  an  ab- 
solute dis&ibntion  three  times  over!  Twice 
in  his  annual  Messagesi,  and  again  in  his  veto 
Message  oa  the  land  bill ;  and  when  he  heard 
that  objections  had  been  raised  in  Oongres  at 
to  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  measure,  be 
recommended  that  the  constitation  should  be 
so  amoided  as  to  remove  anjr  donbta  on  the 
subject.  At  thattimenool^eotioiis  were  beard 
from  his  fH»ids ;  na  dr^  it  was  th^  pvtj 
doctrine ;  hot  when  the  time  arrived  that  we 
had  asuiplns  revenue  fhr  beyond  what  bad 
been  anticipated,  and  the  proposition  wss 
made,  not  for  an  absolute  distribution,  but  for 
a  deposit  with  the  States,  the  whole  matter 
was  changed — the  President  changed  his  opin- 
ions, and  his  Mends  changed  theirs.  That  bill, 
however,  passed  the  Senate,  with  only  six  dis- 
sentiog  voices.  How  was  it,  Mr.  T.  asked,  that 
it  had  been  received  with  bO  much  didsatis&o- 
tion  in  difilerent  parts  of  the  country  ?  It  was 
because  it  had  offended  a  party.  The  official 
organ  here  denounoed  it,  and  denounced  eveiy 
man  who  voted  for  it — though  ever^  member 
of  that  body  but  six  voted  for  it,  and  it  was  the 
very  measure  previously  recommended  bj  the 
President.  Now,  how  did  that  bill  pass  I 
When  gentlemen  talked  abont  giving  money  to 
the  States,  let  us  look  and  see  how  it  wsa. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  we  adopted  an  ameDdmc  by 
which  this  moopy  was  kept  within  the  control 
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fit  OoDgmB.  It  was  prcndded'  that  it  Bhoold 
in  distributed  ainoog  the  States  in  the  ratio  of 
theic  representation^  who  shoold  give  their  oer- 
tifioates  for  the  amonnts  received  by  them,  and 
titat  irhenever  it  Bhoald  be  wanted  for  the 
porpoaes  of  the  Gtovernment,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  Bhoold  sell  the  certifioatea  in  the 
market,  which  shoold,  ftom  the  time  of  sale, 
bear  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.  That  amend- 
ment placed  the  money  entirely  nuder  the  con- 
trol of  the  G^overmnent ;  it  was  placed  In  the 
hands  of  the  States,  who  coold  use  it  for  valn- 
able  ol^eott)  withont  interest,  until  tlur  Govern- 
ment wanted  it  The  State  of  New  York,  for 
instance,  invested  her  qaota  in  ha  senocd 
ftmd,  woioh  was  laying  a  firmer  fonndadon  f6r 
national  defence  than  if  it  had  been  expended 
in  briok  and  mortar  in  a  new  system  of  fortifi- 
cations, as  the  gentleman  from  Uissouti  wanted 
to  expend  it ;  and  if  this  system  of  fortifications 
had  been  carried  out,  it  must  in  the  end  have 
banknipted  the  Treasury,  for  these  fortifioations 
would  either  have  gone  into  dilapidation,  or 
they  must  have  appropriated  millions  annually 
to  keep  them  up.  Had  the  depont  act  passed 
hoth  Houses  as  it  passed  here,  there  never 
would  have  been  a  necessity  to  call  on  the 
States  fin-  this  money,  or  to  issae  Treasnry 
Dotei.  The  Seoretaiy  (tf  the  Treasnty  woold 
have  had  the  poww  to  sell  these  certificates  in 
the  market,  which  would  have  been  a  good 
financial  operation,  and  the  money  could  have 
been  obtained  for  the  wants  of  the  Government 
withont  putting  the  States  to  the  slightest  in- 
convenience. The  bill,  however,  was  amended 
in  the  other  House  on  the  suf^;estion  of  the 
President,  and  by  that  amendment  this  invalu- 
able feature  was  stricken  out,  and  in  lieu  of  it, 
it  was  provided  that  the  Secretary  might  draw 
on  the  States  for  small  instalments,  by  fpring  a 
short  previous  notice.  Why,  then,  did  not  we 
Secretary  draw  for  tbis  money  in  accordance 
with  the  proTlrionsof  the  aotf  'PeAaps  he 
thought  the  notice  was  too  long,  and  the  instal- 
ments too  small,  and  perhaps  he  did  not  care 
to  incur  the  responsibility  of  tiiis  mode  of 
proceeding.  With  this  view  of  ib«  case,  was 
it  right  for  gentlemen  to  complain  oi  this  act 
as  a  distribution  f  Why,  there  was  no  snch 
principle  advocated  or  adopted  here.  The 

Erineiple  contended  for  was  a  deposit  with  the 
tates,  where  the  Government  could  command 
it  when  wanted.  Had  the  measure  been  car- 
ried out  as  advocated  and  adopted  in  the  Sen- 
ate, we  should  have  had  no  dimonlties,  and  the 
States  would  not  liave  been  embarrassed  1^  a 
call  for  money  which  they  had  lidd  ont  in  nse- 
M  oljeots.  Qentlemen  aaid  that  Uie  Qovem- 
ment  was  abont  to  be  committed  to  the  system 
ai  ^atribotion  by  the  adoption  of  this  motion. 
This  was  not  so.  The  Government  would  be 
no  more  committed  than  it  was  on  a  former 
occasion,  when  the  same  postponement  of  the 
fourth  instalmoit  was  made  in  the  terms  now 
pnnposed.  There  wonld  be  no  committal  at  all : 
and  he  was  for  having  the  poat^Kmemant  placed 
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in  the  dtoatlcm  whtoh  this  amendment  eontem- 
plated,  so  that  it  should  require  the  action  oi 
Congress  to  postpone  it  again;  and,  if  thrae 
shotdd  be  a  sorplua,  it  wonld  not  be  in  the 
power  of  one  House,  or  of  the  veto  of  the  Kx- 
ecntive toprevent its  being  paid  over  to  the 
States,  ^en  gentiemea  talked  of  committing 
the  Government,  they  were  committed  already. 
They  say  (continued  Mr.  T.)  that  we  are  to 
have  no  more  snrpluses.  That  might  be  so ;  but 
in  some  of  the  elections  lately  held  in  bis  State, 
he  heard  it  ai^ed  that  in  case  we  had  another 
snn^  we  oonit  to  have  a  nb-Treaaitry,  in 
orow  that  the  banks  might  not  get  it  to  expand 
thdr  issoes  On.  He^  fbr  <me,  wimld  not  oonsent 
to  put  it  out  oiF  the  power  ca  Congress,  to  pi^ 
this  fourth  instalment,  if  both  Honsea  thongltt 
it  right  to  do  so ;  nor  would  he  agree  to  pnt  it 
in  the  power  of  the  Executive  veto  to  prevent 
the  States  from  reoeiviog  this  money. 

Ur.  RiTBs  was  in  £avor  of  the  amendment. 
He  Bud  that  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  show 
that  the  proposition  before  the  Senate  was  very 
different  from  the  deposit  act;  he  could  not  see 
the  difference.  He  was  not  surprised  at  the 
course  the  S^iator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bax- 
TON,)  and  the  Senator  from  New  York,  (Ur. 
WmaHT,)  had  ta^  on  tiiia  question;  th^  had 
opposed  It  from  the  first,  and  were  oonaatoBt 
on  ^is  point  But  fbr  his  own  part,  whatever 
migVt  be  the  course  of  others  who  ud  support- 
ed tite  bill,  he  would  never  do  any 'thing  tliat 
wonld  look  like  a  condemnation — an  as  pott 
faeto  condemnation — of  that  act  of  high  lefna-  < 
lation.  He  thought  that  there  never  had  an  act 
of  more  beneficial  influence  emanated  from 
Congressional  legislation.  He  was  not  prepar- 
ed to  say  th^  the  fonrth  instalment  would  not 
he  paid.  He  thought  there  was  a  greater  prob- 
ability of  its  being  paid  than  at  the  last  sunoiL 
when  a  measure  similar  to  the  one  proposed 
was  adopted  by  Congress.  In  voting  ibr  ity  he 
did  not  oonsider  that  we  were  pledged  to  pij 
the  instalment  at  tlie  time  spedfied  in  the 
amendment:  his  idea  was  that  it  shonld  be 
paid  whenever  the  Government  was  in  ftinds. 
He  thowht  that  so  long  as  this  idea  of  a  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  deposit — ^for  it 
was  strictly  a  deposit — was  held  np,  the  Ex- 
ecutive would  not  require  extravagant  appro- 
priations, because  they  will  not  furnish  means 
to  enlarge  Executive  power,  or  promote  Ex- 
ecutive views.  He  sua  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  his  late  report  on  the  finauoea, 
had  been  reading  a  lecture  to  Coagreea  on 
brinf^g  the  revenue  down  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government ;  bnt  the  re^ndbility  of  extrav- 
agant expenditores  nuut  be  shared  by  the  Xx- 
ecntive  with  CcHurress.  He  de«ned  it  a  oon- 
^eration  of  pubfio  morality  to  postpone  the 
payment  of  the  deposit  rather  than  obliterate 
the  law  from  the  statute  book. 

Mr.  Bbowk  did  not.  rise  to  discuss  the  qnea- 
tion,  slready  so  amply  debated,  whether  the 
payment  of  the  fonrth  instalment  to  the  States, 
under  the  deport  act  of  1886,  should  be  post- 
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ptmed,  aB  proposed  by  the  bill  reported  by  the 
ohaimuui  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  or 
whether  the  amendment  offered  to  it  should  be 
adopted.  One  or  two  other  questions  of  great 
importance,  connected  with  our  financial  aff^ra, 
had  been  touched  on,  and  it  was  bis  purpose  to 
M7  a  few  words  in  reference  to  them. 

He  would  take  leave  to  correct  a  very  gross 
error  which  had  been  fallen  into  hj  two  or 
three  gentlemen  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  in 
which  the  advocacy  of  the  principle  of  distri- 
bofioQ  among  the  several  States  had  been-  at- 
tribntedto  President  Jackson  in  some  of  his 
early  messages  to  Congress.  So  far  from  hav- 
ing sanctioned  it,  he  had  expressly  qnesUoned 
the  constitational  power  oi  the  Government  to 
money  for  any  saoh  object  He  recom- 
mended it  imder  two  contingenoies :  first,  if 
tJliere  should  happen  to  be  an  unavoidable  ac- 
cumulation of  surplus  money  in  the  Treasury, 
as  one  of  the  means  of  getting  rid  of  it ;  second- 
ly, if  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  should 
be  first  procured  authorizing  it.  Nor  was  it 
recommeuded,  subject  even  to  these  two  con- 
tingeucies  alone,  without,  at  that  time,  there 
ihwild  be  a  failure  on  the  part  of  Congress  to 
bring  down  the  rev^me  to  a  proper  standard 
<tf  eroenditnre,  which  was  strongly  eiyoined  by 
him  m  several  cf  his  annual  messages,  and,  as 
he  should  presently  show,  made  one  of  the 
leading  measures  of  his  admiuistratiou.  * 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  had, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  paid  a  tribute  to 
the  economy  olleged  to  have  been  practised  in 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  .which 
he  endeavored  to  contrast  to  the  disadvantage 
ot  his  successors.  It  would  be  recoUected  Gikt 
the  tariff  act  of  1828,  one  of  the  most  outra- 
geous acts  of  oppression  ever  practised  on  a  free 
people,  and  which  extorted  from  the  pockets 
of  the  people  the  tMaru  of  eztravwanoe,  and 
eonsequenuy  created  an  anoontroUable  neeemUjf 
to  get  rid  of  them  in  some  way,  was  <Hie  of  the 
fruits  of  that  most  JoBt  and  economical  Admin- 
istration. It  will  be  recollected,  also,  that  the 
magnificent  and  mtooiutitutional  schemes  for 
using  these  means,  ay,  and  which,  to  have 
effected  them,  would  have  required  millions 
more  of  taxes,  were,  for  the  first  time  in  this 
country,  hatched  -  under  that  Administration. 
The  basis  of  a  mighty  system  of  internal  im- 
provement was  laid  by  it,  by  innumerable  sur- 
veys for  railroads  and  canals,  and  the  com- 
mencement of  innumerable  plans.  Who,  there- 
fore, in  all  truth  and  justice,  is  responsible  for 
the  extravagant  direction,  thus  forced  on  this 
Qovemment  1  Undoubtedly  the  administration 
of  Ifr.  Adams,  by  whose  aot,  and  by  whose 
sanoUon,  this  enormous  amount  of  money  was 
rdsed,  which  the  Government  was  eompelUd 
to  get  rid  of  in  some  way.  Is  it  now  to  be  said 
that  the  political  party  who  mainly  contributed 
to  that  disastrous  state  of  ttiings,  and  whose 
efforts  to  run  the  Gfovernment  e]q>enditures  up 
to  their  highest  point,  and  whose  progress  tow- 


[26tb  Cor. 

ards  that  favorite  resnlt  in  their  policy,  t» 
powerfolly  restrained  by  the  oonfltitational  neg- 
ative of  the  late  President,  are  the  ety^nanical 
party!  This  cannot  be  done  until  the  voice  of 
truth  Is  sflenced,  and  the  public  docameata  for- 
gotten. At  the  session  of  Congress  in  1831. 
tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  anniml  re- 
port on  the  finances,  carrying  oat  tlie  principle 
assumed  by  President  Jackson,  that  the  revenue 
of  the  Government  should  be  brought  down  to 
a  proper  standard  of  expenditure,  after  presoit- 
ing  a  variety  of  views  in  support  of  that  pn^ 
ontioii,  eomee  to  tiie  ooDolosion  that  "  an  an- 
nual  revenue  of  fifteen  millicais  will  be  fully 
adequate." 

By  this  measure,  propeaed  as  an  admii^tra- 

tion  measure,  and  vietMd  as  an  aduiinistzmtm 
measure  at  the  time,  aud  for  which  it  was  se- 
verely denoxmced  by  many  of  the  modem  econ- 
omists, the  administration  of  President  Jaeksai 
attempted  an  annual  redaction  of  about  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  as  t^ie  revenue  then  accmii^ 
under  the  measure  sanctioned  by  Idx.  Adams, 
amounted  to  at  least  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
annually,  aud  often  aftem'ards  exceeded  that 
amount.  Where  then  were  the  lecturers  oo 
economy  ?  Opposed  to  the  reduction,  amd  in 
favor  <n  ke^mg  up  the  enormous  incmne  of 
the  Government  I  At  the  head  of  that  parQr 
stood  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  combadnf 
for  his  favorite  ^stem.  If  it  could  then  have 
been  reduced,  if  the  policy  of  the  Adnunistzar 
tion  had  then  prevailed,  the  country  w<Hild  not 
only  have  been  relieved  from  an  oppressive 
burden,  but  the  mtaru  for  extravagance  woqM 
have  been  withheld,  and  the  Government  ex- 
penditures, as  a  matter  of  course,  kept  in  tiwir 
true  limits.  It  Is  not,  therefore,  for  thorn  to 
complain  who  are  the  Ixne  authors  of  the  evila, 
which  were  inevitable  from  their  own  course 
of  action. 

The  Sraiator  from  South  Car<^na  (ICr.  Ftts- 
tqn)  has  also,  said  Mr.  B.,  favored  ns  with  a 
lecture  od  economy.  Hr.  B.  expressed  his 
solemn  conviction,  utat  if  the  yeas  and  ni^  on 
the  journals  of  the  two  brsnches  of  Coi^EresB 
were  examined  for  the  last  nine  years,  the  po- 
litical party  with  whom  that  gentleman  is  now 
associated,  as  a  body,  would  be  found  to  be  the 
perpetrators  of  the  offence  which  he  now  de- 
nounces. He  would  dte  a  very  few  examples 
a&  illustrative  of  the  truth  of  what  he  buA. 
On  the  question  of  pasung  the  bill  ^ving  five 
millions  of  dollars  for  indemnifying  certain 
merchants  for  spoliations  committed  by  the 
French  prior  to  }BOL  and  which,  in  his  opinion, 
was  without  the  shadow  of  chum  on  the  jostioe 
of  GoDgress,  the  vote  by  whioh  it  passed  the 
Senate  was  almost  entirely  given  by  the  polit- 
ical party  opposed  to  the  Administration,  while 
only  two  or  three  Senators  friendly  to  the  Ad- 
ministration voted  for  it.  The  House  oi  Bq»- 
resentatives  fortunate  arrested  it  At  ue 
last  sesriw,  In  the  other  bnmoh  of  Coimtm^ 
an  additional  sum  of  two  miUiona,  bqr<na  that 
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nren  in  the  treat]%  was  proposed  to  voted  to 
tbe  Cherokee  Inmaiu,  hj  a  gentleman  In  Op- 
position. 

Nor  was  the  Senator  from  Bonth  Oarolina, 
now  so  strongly  smitten  with  a  passicmate  love 
of  eoonomy,  utogether  fine  from  the  ion  which 
herebnkea.  Borne  two  sesdms  eonoe,  If  h6  did. 
not  err  in  his  recoUeotion,  that  ffenflnuan  pro- 

rd  an  appropriation  of  forty  tboosand  dollars 
purchasing  a  collection  of  old  paintings, 
BDpposed  by  better  connoisseurs  than  himself 
to  nave  come  to  this  coontry  from  £arope,  on 
a  voyage  of  discovery  for  a  better  market, 
where  tbey,  in  all  probability,  were  a  kind  of 
refuse  among  those  skilled  in  the  fine  arts. 
The  same  gentleman,  he  believed,  also  moved 
an  appropr^on  of  a  large  sum  to  purchase  the 
library  or  tbe  Italian  Ooxmt  Bonrtillini ;  and, 
indeed,  from  a  knowledge  of  that  gentleman's 
votes  in  regard  to  such  ol^ects,  and  in  r^^ard 
to  the  nnmOTOOB  claims  presented  at  every  ses- 
tixm  to  draw  m<mer  from  the  Treasnry,  he 
liioiigfat  it  would  be  mfflcnit  to  make  an  ^^al 
to  his  fbelings  which  would  not  meet  with  suc- 
cess from  the  magnificence  and  pntfosion  of  his 
generosity.  What  he  comtdidned  of  was,  that 
uiose  who  had  been  the  greatest  offenders 
themselves,  were  now  not  very  candidly  endeav- 
oring to  impnte  the  offence  to  others.  He 
could  not,  so  &r  as  these  repeated  imputatlous 
of  extravagance  tended  to  identify  bim  with 
them,  bear  them  with  patience  or  composure. 
He  had,  for  the  last  nine  years,  steadily  voted 
ag^nst  appropriations  for  objects  of  internal 
improvement.  He  had  almost  in  every  in- 
BtanccL  if  not  in  every  one|  voted  andost  har- 
bor  Ulls,  which  have  been  (me  of  the  lai^st 
items  of  expense,  because  they  bad  idmost  in- 
Tariably  contained  some  appropriations  that 
he  believed  xmconstitational.  He  had  voted 
against  the  act  in  1883,  by  which  the  militia  of 
tbe  Revolution  were  pensioned,  which  bad  run 
the  item  of  pensions  up  to  a  snm  of  more  than 
four  millions  annually,  and  which  was  at  that 
time,  viewed  by' him  as  one  of  the  means  by 
which  the  tariff  party  sought  to  keep  up  a  high 
tariff,  by  increanng  expenditure.  Tet  many 
of  the  individoals  who  vqted  for  that  most  ex- 
travagant measure,  now  talk  about  an  increase 
of  the  public  expenditures,  as  if  (Aey  themulvet 
bad  not  been  the  chief  agents  of  domg  it  I  He 
had  not  only  voted  against  extravagant  expen- 
ditures, but  he  had  made  it  a  cardinal  rule  of 
his  action  to  vote  against  creating  any  addition 
to  the  number  of  officers  under  the  Federal 
Qovemmont,  unless  indispensable  to  the  execu- 
tion of  some  new  law,  required,  as  he  tiiongbt, 
by  the  good  of  the  country. 

He  was  gratified  to  bear  gentlemen  speak  of 
economy  who  had  practised  so  little  of  it.  It 
had  uniformly  been  his  doctrine  in  every  situ- 
ation of  bis  public  life.  He  hoped  that  they 
would,  in  good  £gdth,  unite  In  carrying  it  ont 
into  practice,  and  not  "  keep  the  promise  to 
the  ear,  and  break  it  to  the  hope." 
The  Senator  fimn  Kentocky,  in  hia  remarks 
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of  to-day,  repudiates  the  doctrine  attributed  to 
him  by  gentlemen  In  debate,  of  wishing  to  raise 
money  tor  purposes  other  than  tbe  wants  of 
tbe  Government,  bat  at  the  same  time  again 
enforces  upon  our  attention  the  merits  of  his 
bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  arising 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  luids  among  thd 
several  States.  What  is  this  but  substantially 
a  pn^orition  to  increase  the  tariff?  It  is  now 
very  clear,  under  the  operation  of  the  gradud 
decrease  of  the  duties,  that  tbe  money  acci:aing 
from  all  sources,  the  public  lands  included,  will 
not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  a  reason- 
able system  of  public  expenditure,  under  the 
General  Government  It  therefore  follows,  as 
a  most  tmdenlable  and  conclusive  'consequence, 
if  the  money  arising  ftom.  the  public  lands  is 
taken  from  the  public  Treasnry  and  {^ven  to 
the  States,  that  Just  so  much  more  must  be 
rused  from  the  people  of  the  States  to  supply 
the  deficiency,  whidi  can  be  done  only  in  one 
of  two  wi^s^  either  by  a  ejsiem  of  direotiaxft' 
ticm,  or  an  increase  of  the  tariff.  The  bill  of 
the  Senator,  therefore,  is  emphatically  a  tariff 
measure  in  its  end  and  effect.  It  should  be  en- 
titled "  a  bill  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  publio  lands  among  the  several 
States,  to  raise  the  duties  on  imports,  and  for 
other  pnrposeSj"  &c  The  South  never  can 
consent  to  revive  a  system,  either  dlrectiy  or 
indlrectiy,  which  had  annihilated  her  prosper- 
ity for  years,  and  converted  her  planters  into 
mere  stewards  of  their  own  estates  for  the  ben- 
efit of  others — a  system,  the  min  of  which,  to 
her  best  interests,  is  most  palpably  demonstrat- 
ed, from  the  fact  that,  in  proportion  as  it  ^oes 
down,  her  prosperity  is  rapidly  recovermg. 
He  repeated,  that  the  Soutii  never  could  con- 
sent to  see  tt  revived;  openly  or  otherwise,  un- 
less she  was  prepared  for  ^If-destruction  and 
self-immolation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fbbstok  the  sntgect  vaa 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OP  BBPRE»EjrrATIVB8. 
Thubsdat,  December  18. 
Ihumtjf  <^  Cotutitutional  Bmlutiont. 
Mr.  Adakb  asked  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing: 

Raolved,  That  the  powers  of  Congress,  being  eoK- 
ferred  bj  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes,  no 
reKdutioa  of  this  House  can  add  to  or  dednet  fren 
them. 

JioUt^  i^Sliuery, 

Hr.  Wiss  then  asked  leave  to  submit  the  fcd- 
lowing  resolutions,  as  propoiutlons  contuning 
his  sentiments,  and  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
real  sentiments  oi  the  wht^e  South : 

1.  Remlved,  That  CougreM  fata  no  power  to  ab<d- 
isb  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the  terri- 
tories of  the  TTnited  States ;  wJieihrr  mcA  pouar  tn 
the  taid  DUtriet  or  Tirritoriea  be  exerciua  "  a«  a 
nutmt,  or  teith  th«  vuw,  of  duturbing  and  o»erthro»- 
itig  sfMry  M  tf«  <6EM«"  or  not. 
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8.  Jtetolved,  That  Oongreu  hai  no  power  to 
aboBah  the  aUve-trade,  or  prohibit  tb«  remoTsl  of 
risTM  between  tbe  States,  or  between  tbe  States 
ud  the  Difltrict  of  Columbia  or  Territories  of  the 
United  States. 

S.  Jiesolvtd,  That  Congreai  cannot  recelre  or 
«o&aider  petitiona  fat  the  ezerdse  of  any  powera 
vhatever  orer  the  vutjeet  ot  aUverj,  wluob  Cod- 
gress  does  not  jMSBess. 

4.  Ruolved,  That  the  laws  of  Congresa  alone  gOT- 
em  ia  prescribing  and  regulating  the  mode  and 
maauer  in  which  fugitive  suTes  s^ll  be  apprehend- 
ed, and  their  rights  to  freedom  held  in  the  non- 
elareholding  States,  IHstrict  of  Columbia  and  Tenri- 
torles,  and  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  they 
■hall  be  restored  or  delirered  to  their  ownen  In  tM 
riaTeSutes. 

5.  ReDolved,  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  im- 
upon  any  State  the  abolition  of  slavenr  in  its 

ts,  aa  a  condition  of  admission  into  this  Union. 

9.  Setdtied,  That  the  citisens  of  the  slaveholcUng 
BtatM  of  this  Union  have  the  constitutional  right 
^okmtarUjf  to  take  their  dares  to  ortliroQ^  a  noa- 
daTdioIffliK  ^te,  and  to  scjonm  or  renuin  tem- 
pwarily  with  such  Blaves  In  the  same,  and  tbe  slaTes 
are  not  thereby  ipio  faeto  emancipated;  and  tbe 
General  Ooremment  is  coastitutiontUy  bound  to 

Ctect  the  rights  of  slavebolding  States ;  and  that 
i  of  oon^Tebolding  States  In  conflict  with  the 
bwiof  Ccmmis  prorUUnglbr  mdiproteeUoD,  are 
noil  and  toIo, 

Mr.  GiXBOON,  of  Eeatnoky,  asked  the  gentle- 
man to  accept  some  he  held  in  his  band  as  a 
modificatioQ  of  bis  own. 

Mr.  Wise  boped  his  friend  wonld  not  embar- 
rass bim.  He  had  o(Hunlted  one  tii  his  ocil- 
leagnei ;  and,  in  addng  leare  to  Introduce  tbeee 
pn^wdaona,  be  vonm  not  only  pledge  binuelf 
not  to  debate  tbem,  bnt  be  womd  moTe,  irhttt 
be  deprecated,  tbe  previoas  qnestion. 

Mr.  BrrBA  inqnired  if  tbey  did  not  faU  wltb- 
in  tiie  scope  of  the  last  resolation  adopted  yes- 
terday I  (orderhig  all  papers  on  the  raltfeot  of 
slavery  to  be  laid  on  tbe  table.) 

The  Chaib  replied  that  the  resolutions  were 
not  yet  before  the  Hoose^  tbe  motion  being  for 
leave  to  introdace  them. 

Several  members  B^d,  "  oliJect  to  them.'* 

Mr.  RrvES  did  so,  and  Mr.  Wisb  moved  a 
SDspension  of  tbe  roles,  calUng  for  the  yeas  and 
mj9 ;  wbioh,  bting  ordered,  vere— yeaa  118, 

So  tito  maOan  to  sospend  was  dedded  in  |he 
negative,  there  not  being  two-tblrda  voting  for 
thdmotum. 

Mr.Si.Ain  asked  leave  to  ralnnit  tbe  fi^owing : 

Whereas  there  exists,  and  la  canted  on  l>etween 
the  porta  in  Uie  IHstrict  of  Coloml^  and  other  porta 
of  the  United  States,  andttnder  tbe  sanction  of  the 
laws  Aereof,  a  trade  in  human  brings,  iriiereby 
thousands  of  them  are  annually  sdd  and  transport- 
ed ftom  said  I^rict  to  distant  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, in  Teaaela  belottf^ng  to  citiieDS  of  the  United 
SMes;  and  whereas,  noh  b«de  inndves  an  out- 
rageous violation  of  human  nghts,  is  a  disgrace  to 
the  conntry  by  whose  laws  it  is  sanctioned,  and 
calls  for  the  immediate  interposition  of  legislative 
authority  £w  its  soqpprtirioa:  therefbre,  to  the  end 


that  all  obatades  to  the  cmddeiaHoa  of  tUa  snb- 
ject  may  be  removed,  and  a  remedy  for  the  evil 
speedily  provided, 

Ji4KlMd^  That  so  much  of  the  fifth  of  tbe  mo> 
Intions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  passed  by  this 
House  on  the  11th  and  12th  oi  Uie  iweaeiit  motth, 
aa  relates  to  the  "removal  of  slavea  Jrosn  Skate  la 
State,"  and  prohlblU  the  action  of  this  Hoon  «■ 
"  every  petition,  memorial,  resolntioii,  prouiMBiia^ 
or  paper  tonoUng"  Uie  ime,  be,  and  bera^  is  iv- 
sdnded. 

Objeotiona  being  mad&  Mr.  S.  morad  a  sns- 
pension  of  tbe  rtues,  and  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nars:  wbioh,  bcoog  ordered,  vere—Tcas 
5tL  naya  167. 

So  the  House  refined  to  aospoid  tbe  xnka. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qxerkkll, 

The  House  proceeded  to  tbe  execntion  of  tht 
order  of  Monday,  for  the  election  of  a  GhaplsiB 
on  its  part,  when  the  Ber.  Mr.  Bkbbb  was  de- 
ohired  doly  elected. 

IK  8BKATK 

ItonuT,  Deoembn  17. 
Fourth  Inatalment. 

Hie  to  poB^ne  I3ie  fourth  isatalmeait  d 
the  deposit  aot  was  taken  up  aa  tlie  order  d 
the  day ;  wboi 

Mr.  Pbibton  said  bis  o^ect  In  Tiring,  whec 
this  sabject  was  last  before  tbe  Senate,  wis  to 
refote  adid  correct  a  mlsrepresentaticD  respett- 
Ing  his  position  in  regard  to  it.  He  had  gives 
his  support  originally  to  the  measure,  hut  it 
was  as  a  depout  bill,  not  as  one  for  distribotkn. 
Althoagh  aware  of  the  necessity  of  eetting  tA 
of  the  acoumolated  sorplns,  had  he  ImovB  iti 
practical  effect,  be  could  not,  except  as  an  ex- 
treme necesdty,  have  voted  for  it.  What  ha 
had  said  the  other  day  was  ^plicaUe  to  ^ 
biU  as  it  was  inetically  wxi  m  ^Ebet — a  MB 
for  distribntim  instead  <rf  depo^  As  a  de- 
pout  act,  it  provided  that  tbe  Secretary  cf  the 
Treasury  might  redabn  the  mon^  mm  Ae 
States  whenever  the  exigeodes  of  the  Govm- 
ment  rendered  it  necessary ;  bnt  at  a  sahat-  , 
gnent  sesnon  it  was  so  amended,  at  the  instame 
of  an  honorable. Soiator  from  PennsybruuB,  | 
(Mr.  BiroHANAir,)  aa  to  take  this  discretion  fran 
the  Secretary.  When  it  was  proposed  to  create  | 
a  national  debt,  be  was  willing  to  have  moved 
fwthe  recall  of  titis  money.  The  booMabie 
Senator  from  Yii^ia  QAr.  Brvxs)  said  that  to 
have  recalled  it  at  the  last  aesenon,  dniing  tbe 
fiscal  emburassmaits,  would  have  bees  rain- 
ons  to  tbe  Ststet^  and  that  nothing  bnt  a  ibr- 
tim  war  wonld  be  a  jostifiaUe  cause  for  » 
dmng;  but  I  think  that  tbe  States  coold,  by 
their  credit,  have  eadly  n^sed  means  to  pty 
off  this  debt  Under  that  state  of  afihirs,  Coo- 
gress  decided  in  favor  of  a  national  debt,  in 
preference  to  rechuming  the  deposit  with  the 
States.  One  great  benefit  expected  from  the 
Operation  of  uiis  aot  wa^  that  whawvcr  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


DBBATKS  OF  CONOBSSa 


716 


8d  Sbm.] 

GoTernnient  was  disposed  to  a  prodigalltr  of 
ezpenditDTe,  tbe  StatsB  woold  bo  indnoed  to 
Interpose  and  arrest  the  evil.  Did  they  do  bo? 
It  was  expected  that  whenever  the  wuts  of 
tiie  QoTernmeat  required  more  than  their  im* 
mediate  means,  these  deposits  would  be  a  sonroe 
for  OS  to  draw  on  to  supply  the  defidency. 
Did  we  do  so  ?  No,  sir ;  we  have  a  national 
debt  existing,  on  wbioh  we  are  paying  interest, 
while  the  money  is  still  in  deposit  with  tbe 
States.  Oongress  has,  by  its  le^slation,  declar- 
ed its  most  uneanivocal  condemnation  of  the 
deposit  act  I  do  not  reprobate  the  bill'  aa 
passed,  but  think  that,  as  no  human  .Imng  en- 
tertains the  idea  that  this  mon«r  will  be  ever 
piud,  tbe  most  htmest  ^an  will  bo  to  strike  it 
ham  the  statute  book  altogether. 

The  question  was  then  takm  aa.  Ur.  Out's 
amendment  to  posbpoHQ  the  instalment  to  the 
1st  of  January,  ISw^  ttoi  dedded  in  tike  neg^ 
atave  aa  foUowB : 

Yns. — Hesara.  Galhomi,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  Merrick, 
Prentiss,  Rivera,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Smith  of  Indi- 
ana, Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  and  Tipton — 17. 

JJays, — tfessra.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Morris,  fiicholas,  Norrell,  I^erce,  Freaton, 
Boane,  Robiosoo,  Smith  of  Connecticnt,  Strange^ 
Walker,  Wall,  WillUms  of  Maine,  Williams  of  lOa- 
siasippi,  Wright,  and  Young — 26.  ' 

The  bin  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
&xe  a  third  readhiA  withont  a  divldon. 


HOUSE  OF  EKPBKSKNTATIVKS. 

Thtbsdat,  December  20. 
Anti-Slaterp  and  AnU-Texaa  Annexation  Peti- 
tions; and  Peiitiotu/or  J>iplomaii6  Inter- 
emirte  toith  HayU. 

Ht.  Adams  presented  a  large  number  of  pe- 
titions from  various  States,  (mcluding  one  or 
two  from  Ohio  connty,  Virginia,)  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slaveiy  and  the  alave-^ade,  re- 
monstrating against  the  admismon  of  any  new 
daveholdinji  State,  against  the  annexation  of 
Texa&  for  international  relations  with  H^tl, 
&c.  The  Alwlition  petitions  were  laid  on  the 
table  under  Mr.  Aioebton^s  resolntion,  and  the 
others  were  disposed  oi  aa  staled  above. 

Hr.  Gdshino,  for  the  puipose,  he  sud,  of 
economizing  the  time  of  the  House,  would  pre- 
sent, to-day,  hut  one  of  the  many  Abolition 
petitions  intrusted  to  his  charge,  and  would 
postpone  the  others  to  a  future  day. 

Mr.  0.  availed  himself  of  that  opportunity  to 
pronounce  the  resolntion  ordering  those  peti- 
ti<HU  on  the  table,  to  be  nnconstitntionat,  to 
protest  against  it,  and  asked  that  his  protest 
mijriit  be  entered  <m  the  joumaL 

The  Oum  ruled  It  to  dq  ont  <rf  order. 


Wbdsbsdat,  December  26. 

The  Speakke  oommnnioated  a  letter  from  the 
Honorable  John  FuBimD  a  member  frran  the 


[DXOKMBKB,  1886. 

State  cnT  Mdne,  reigning  his  seat  hi  the  present 
Oongress ;  whioh,  on  motion  of  Mr.  AiroKBSoir, 
wasUd  on  tiie  table,  and  tlie  Spbaxbb  direct 
ed  tp  lu^fr  llie  SxeontiTs  of  U^e  ctf  the 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  December  81. 
MnemeieA  PoUey. 
Mr.  AixiK  snbimtted  the  foUoving  reeoln- 
tions,  which  lay  over: 

Rtiolved,  That  the  financial  policy  established  at 
the  origin  of  this  QoTemment  by  the  first  acts  tX  its 
legislation,  and  especially  by  tbe  80th  section  of  the 
"  Act  to  regolate  tiie  ooUection  of  duties,  ftc.,"  ap- 
proTed  by  President  Wasbrngton  July  Slst,  1789, 
and  by  the  4tb  section  of  the  "  Act  to  eatablisb  the 
Treasury  Department,  Ac.,"  approred  bj  Prefiident 
Washington  September  2d,  1769,  was  in  strict-con- 
formity to  the  plain  and  fhigal  genios  of  a  Bepob- 
lic,  and  to  the  fimdamental  principles  of  tiie  coa- 
sUtntion. 

Resolved,  That  that  poUcy  has,  by  a  IcMig  series 
of  salwequent  acts,  been  departed  fironi,  and  ought 
to  be  restored  in  the  future  administration  of  the 
Government.   And,  therefore, 

Setdvtd,  That  the  Government  pught  to  collect 
no  more  taies  from  the  people,  either  dLreoUy  or 
indirectly,  than  are  absotntely  necessary  to  an  eco- 
nomical administration  of  its  aWn. 

Setolved,  That  the  taxes  paid  by  the  people  ongfat 
not  to  be  loaned  out,  by  the  Government,  to  Inifl- 
viduals  or  to  corporations. 

lUtelved,  Tliat  the  taxes  so  paid  by  tbe  people, 
ought  not  to  be  idaced  by  the  GoTemment  in  tbe 
custody  of  agena,  who  are  not  made  by  tbe  con- 
stitution and  the  laws  req>ondbIe  to  the  people. 

Retolvedy  That  those  legal  provisioog  b;  which 
the  Goremment  was  originallj  required,  in  the  trans- 
action of  its  own  affairs,  to  receive  and  to  tender^ 
in  payment,  as  money,  nothing  but  that  which  is 
made  a  legal  tender  by  the  constitntioa,  ougfat  to  be 
revived,  with  those  modifications  only,  as  to  Ume 
and  proportion,  suggested  by  the  present  con^UoB 
of  the  country. 


HOUBB  OF  BXPBBBENTATZVSa. 

MosDAT,  December  81. 
^ritith  outragt  at  SeMoater^  on  tA«  Caroline. 
Mr.  OuBHOfa  sabiidtttfd  the  foUowlDg  resolu- 
tions: 

Retolved,  That  tbe  President  of  the  ITnited  States 
be  requested,  if  in  his  judgment  not  incompatible 
with  the  pablio  Interests,  to  commmdoate  to  this 
House — 

1.  The  conespondence,  if  any,  which  has  been 
had  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  that  of  Great  Britain,  or  tbe  military  or  civil 
aathoritiea  of  either,  in  relation  to  the  troubles  in  the 
British  Frovinces  of  Upper  or  Lower  Canada,  and 
to  alleged  violations  of  neutrality  on  tbe  part, 
whether  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  the  officers,  sul^eots,  or  citizens  of  each. 

2.  Tbe  correspondence  had,  or  measures  taken 
by  the  Executive,  If  any,  regar^ng  dtisena  of  the 


Srititi  Outrage  at  SMouer,  on  iAe  CaroUne. 
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TTrnted  States  made  pisoaen  of  war  at  any  time  In 
any  of  the  inBorrectionary  moTementa  of  Upper  or 
Lower  Canada. 

5.  Whether  the  GoTemment  ot  Ortet  Brit^ 
has  made  reparation  for  the  seizure  and  destmc- 
tion  of  the  steamboat  CaroUne,  within  the  waters 
of  the  United  Statea,  and  the  monter  of  ^^^ican 
citiBens  oa  board  the  same  hj  a  bukd  of  armed  in- 
Tadera  from  the  jwovince  of  Upper  Canada,  aodng 
vnder  the  orders  and  authority  of  the  Colonul  Gov- 
emment  of  wd  province. 

4.  Whether  the  Government  of  the  United  Statea 
has  entered  into  negotiations  with  that  of  Great 
BrituD,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  and  preventing 
the  further  distribution  of  presents  and  payment  of 
war  sobddies  by  the  latter  Government  to  the  In- 
dian tribes,  wltUn  the  territorial  Hmits  and  jorisdic- 
tion  of  the  United  States;  and,  if  so,  what  has  been 
the  result  of  the  said  negotiations. 

fi.  Whether  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
bave  given  to  that  of  Great  Britain  the  stipulated 
notice  to  annol  and  abrogate  the  couveation  of  the 
8th  of  September,  1 BS7,  under  cover  of  which,  and 
of  the  conventitmof  the  20th  October,  1818,  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  has  proceeded,  with  per- 
mission, or  by  connivance  of  the  Goveniment  of 
Great  Britain,  to  establish  miUtary  posts  in  the 
territories  of  the  United  Stttei  beyond  the  Bocky 
Hountains. 

6.  Whether  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  taken  any  measures,  and  If  any,  what,  to  ad- 
^t,  settle,  and  mark  the  boondaries  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  Provinces  in  North 
America,  from  St.  Mary's  Fails,  between  Lake 
Huron  and  Lake  Superior ;  and  so  northwardly  and 
westwardly  along  the  frontier  of  the  State  of  Hichi- 

Sn  and  the  Territories  of  Wiscon^  and  Iowa,  to 
e  Rocky  Hountains.  ^ 
1.  What  oorrespfNadeDoe,  if  any,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  had  with  that  of 
Great  Britain,  or  any  of  its  authorities  or  officers, 
or  with  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Kaiue,  in 
regard  to  the  late  survey  or  investisaticm  of  the 
North-eastern  boundorv  line  of  the  Uaued  States  by 
the  Government  of  said  State. 

8.  Whether  any  eorreq»ondence  has  recently 
passed  between  the  British  and  American  Oovem- 
mcnts  reUtive  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  naviga- 
ble rivers  conterminous  to  the  United  States  and 
the  British  possessions  in  North  America,  or  of 
navigable  rivers  ranaing  in  part  or  in  whole  through 
the  territories  of  both  Qovernments :  and  if  so,  the 
results  of  the  same. 

The  resolutions  were  then  laid  on  the  table, 
aod  ordered  to  be  printed. 

7^  Monroe  DoetriM. 
Ur.  OnsHiNa  then  B^d  the  discharge  of  his 
particular  daties  as  a  member  of  the  House,  had 
called  his  attention  to  another  snhjeot  of  inqni- 
IT,  perfectly  nnexceptlonahle  in  itself^  and  of 
the  deepest  immediate  interest  to  the  whole 
Union,  and  more  emedaUy  to  the  States  of  the 
Soath-weat  He  asked  that  the  resolntacm  of 
Inqniry  fihoold  be  read,  in  order  that  the  Hoase 
might  judge  whether  they  wonld  permit  1dm 
to  offer  it  at  this  time ;  whioh  he  wonld  not 
uk  if  the  subject  were  not  one  of  pres^g,  im- 
mediate inqxntanoe. 


[25th  CooWl 

The  Honse  assenting,  Mr.  0;  offered  the  iA- 
lowitiff  resolntion;  which  was  read,  dad  orde^ 
ed  to  he  printed,  and  lies  over  one  ds^,  imder 

the  rules. 

Whereas,  in  the  Message  of  the  Prendent  of  the 
Umted  Statea  at  the  opening  of  ^e  eif^teenth  Con- 
gress, it  was,  among  other  tilings,  aTOwed  and  pre- 
claimed  as  the  settled  national  policy  of  the  Ui&d 
Stat«,  that  "  in  the  wars  of  the  Europeaq  powei^ 
in  matters  relating  to  themselves,  we  luiv«  never 
taken  any  part,  nor  does  it  comport  with  oor  poGer 
so  to  do  that  "with  the  movemeats  in  this  heml^ 
sphere  we  are,  of  neeesd^,  more  ImmetUateJy  con- 
nectedthat  "we  owe  it,  tbmfbre,  to  camdOT.u^ 
to  the  amicable  relations  existing  between  the  Uul- 
ed  States  and  those  powers,  to  dei^we  that  n 
should  consider  any  attempt  on  tbelr  part  to  extend 
their  system  to  any  portion  of  this  hcmisjAere  u 
dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety ; "  that  **  with  tbt 
eslBting  colonies  or  dependencies  of  mit  Enropcsi 
power,  we  luve  not  interfered,  and  shall  not  iBia> 
iere ;  but  with  the  Governments  who  hare  dedv- 
ed  tiidr  independence,  and  malnt^ned  and 
whose  independence  we  have,  on  great  considm- 
tion  and  on  just  principles,  achnow^dgied,  we  cooti 
not  view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  ep- 
pres^g  them,  or  controlling  in  any  other  aumwr 
their  destiny,  tpy  any  European  power,  in  suiyotLer 
light  than  as  the  manifestation  of  an  wnfrinidtT 
dispodtion  towards  the  United  States  ;*  and  thit 
"it  is  imposdble,  therefiwe,  that  we  ahonU  be- 
hold suoh  interpoution,  in  any  form,  with  InAA^ 
ence." 

Retolvedy  thtrefort,  Ihat  the  President  of  th* 
United  States  be  requested  to  inform  this  How, 
if  the  same  be  not  in  his  Judgment  fnciHapnlibLf 
with  the  public  Interest,  what  explanations  the  pwg 
of  the  French  has  rendered  to  the  United  States  h 
relation  to  the  recent  blockade  of  a  part  of  the  rout 
of  the  Mexican  Republic  by  France ;  the  treatmeu 
of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  pablio  or  private,  by 
the  btoclcading  squadron ;  the  reduction  of  the  cas- 
tle of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa;  and  the  ulterior  vien 
and  designs  of  the  French  Govemmeni  respectin; 
the  Mexican  Republic.  Also,  to  inform  tfw  How 
whether  he  has  proffered  to  either  of  the  contend 
ing  parties  the  mediation  qf  the  United  States  la 
tiie  premises;  and  to  communicate  any  r  rii  i gB|niii< 
ence  on  the  sulyects  aforesud  whic^  may  hate 
passed  between  the  Government  of  the  Umltd 
States  and  that  of  France. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Ovbbisq,  (»dered  to  he 
printed. 


THmtSDAT,  January  8, 1880. 

Witeontm  EUUion  Ctue, 

At  one  o'olooii,  the  epotati  order  of  the  day. 
being  the  eonsidwataon  of  the  oontested  Sec- 
tion n>r  a  delegate  from  Wisoon^  Tenitocr. 

oame  np. 

The  question  was  on  the  adoption  of  the  ftA- 
lowing  res<dation  of  the  Committee  on  Ekc- 
tions: 

SeK^ved,  That  James  Dnone  Doty  is  entitied  to  a 
seat  in  this  House  as  a  delt^te  from  Wisconaao  Ter- 
ritory, and  that  George  W;  Jones  is  not  so  entUkd. 


Wiieontin  Eleetim  Can. 
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Ur.  Thohas  moved  to  unoid  the  ^eBolation 
by  truBposiiiff  the  names,  bo  as  to  declare  Hr. 
Jones  entitled  to  the  seat,  and  proceeded  at 
lenirth  to  oppose  the  oonolnnons  tnthe  report. 

Si,  Ovemsa  was  nnderstood  to  argue  in 
favor  of  vacating  the  seat  of  the  sitting  dele- 
gate, npoh  the  ground  of  the  irr^nlanty  and 
ul^ality  of  tbe'tenore  by  which  he  held  It,  imd 
in  fovor  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Thoicas;  and 
intimated  that  he  would,  at  the  proper  time, 
move  a  dividlon  of  the  question. 

The  question  was  further  argued  hj  Uesara. 
Bakdolfh,  Ckabt,  Fletoheb,  and  Tillinqhabt, 
in  &vor  of  the  resolution  as  reported  hy  the 
committee. 

Mr.  DzQraxv  having  obtained  the  floor, 
moved  the  previous  question ;  which  motion 
was  sustained,  and  the  main  question  was  or- 
dered. 

The  question  being  npon  ooncnrring  with  the 
resolution  as  report^  hj  the  eommittect — 

Hie  Hoose  then  adopted  the  resolution  of  the 
committee  hj  the  fblTowlng  vote:— yeas  165, 


F^AT,  January  4. 

PuWifl  Laitd$. 

Mr.  TAUAnsBO  submitted  the  fbllowiDg  pre- 
amble and  rmilutionB,  which  were  referred  to 

the  Select  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Whereas  the  Ccpntinental  Congress  for  the  then  con- 
iedency  of  the  United  Statea,  did,  by  resoliition,  hi 
tile  yew  1780,  reeommend  to  the  sevend  States  of 
the  confede<a(7,  or  Federal  UDion,  havii^  daims  to 
Western  lands,  a  liberal  nurrender  thereof,  as  a  com- 
mon fund,  in  aid  of  etiablUHng  th«  puww  tredU, 
and  to  ditehargt  the  debt  incwrtd  bjf  Im  lAt»  exiit- 
ing  war  with  Qreat  Britain. 

And^  iriiereaa,  the  State  of  'Vlr^nla,  responding  to 
the  aaid  recommendation  of  Congress,  on  the 
second  day  of  January,  by  an  act  of  her  Le^ative 
.Assembly,  adopt  and  snbinit  to  Congress,  for  their 
consideration  and  acceptance,  the  terms  and  condi- 
U0U8  on  which  that  State  would  snrreader  to  the 
United  SUtes,  for  tfu  pnrpote  aforexiid,  all  the  lands 
within  the  chartered  boundaiioi  of  yiaj^tiKf  north 
and  west  of  the  river  Ohia 

And,  whereas,  Congress  hartng  the  sdd  terms 
and  conditions  of  ccsnon,  proposed  by  the  State  of 
Tiij^nia,  onder  connderation,  resolved  on  the 
day  of  September,  1788,  to  accept  the  same,  wifli 
the  exception  only  of  a  stipulation  in  said  terms  of 
cession,  requiring  the  United  States  to  guarantee  to 
Virginia  the  residue  of  her  Western  tenitory,  lying 
■oirth  and  east  of  the  river  Ohio. 

And,  whereas,  the  State  of  Tiiglnia,  assenthtg  to 
the  proposed  exdoshm  from  her  terms  of  cession, 
did,  by  an  act  of  her  Le^alative  Assembly,  authorize 
her  then  del^otes  in  Congress,  to  execute  the  con- 
templated deed  of  cession ;  whereapoo,  and  in  vir- 
tue of  the  full  powers  vested  m  them,  die  said  dele- 
gates, tiien  presnit,  did,  on  the  flnt  day  of  Uvdi, 
1784,  execute  a  eonvqwiee  to  tiie  Uidted  StMes, 
of  all  tbs  lands  to  lAIch  Tfaguiia  had  dahn,  ntnth 
and  west  of  the  river  Ohio,  aowrdiig  totheorv^ 
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terms  and  conditions  proposed  by  Virginia  to  Con- 
gress, for  the  OKsion  thereof,  with  the  exception  only 
of  the  guarantee  afores^d,  proposed  by  Congress,  to 
be  excluded  therefrom,  and  assented  to  by  Virginia, 
as  aforesaid. 

And,  whereas,  the  original  tenos  and  conditions 
proposed  by  Tir^nia,  and  assented  to  by  Congress, 
for  the  ces^ou  by  that  State  of  all  her  lands  north 
and  west  of  the  Ohio,  impose  the  following  ohliga- 
tioDSOD  Congres: 

1.  That,  provided  the  State  of  Tligiida  had  not 
reserved  a  sufficient  .quantity  of  gogd  land  on  the 
south-east  ude  of  the  river  Ohio  to  satisfy  the  land 
bounty  promised  by  Viiginia  to  her  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  served  in  the  continental  line  of  the  army, 
and  irtio  served  in  her  own  State  establishment,  that 
Gongreas  dioold  make  up  sooi  defidoicy,  and  of 
good  lands  lying  between  the  Sdoto  and  Miami 
Rivera. 

2.  The  afores^  tenns  and  conditions  of  cescaon 
provide,  and  it  is  so  expressed  in  the  deed,  "  that  all 
the  lands,  in  the  territo^  hereby  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  not  reserved  or  iqipropriated  to  any  of 
the  be/orfmentumed  pwrpout,  or  disposed  of  In 
bounties  to  the  officers  and  soI<uer8  of  tiie  Ameriaan 
army,  shall  be  conudered  a  common  fund  for  the 
toU  %ue  and  benefit  of  sudi  of  the  United  States  as 
have  become,  or  shall  become,  members  of  the  con- 
federation, or  federal  alliance  of -the  said  States, 
Virginia  inclnsive,  according  to  their  respective  pro- 
portions of  the  general  diaige  and  cxpenditve,  and 
shall  be  faU^Mjf  and  bona  fide  eUepoted  ^for  tkat 
purpote,  and  for  no  other  vte  or  pwrpote  iSuiUver.^ 

Retoivedy  That  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  tiist 
part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
relation  to  the  public  lands  was  r^erred,  be  inatmcted 
to  inquire  and  report  whether  the  conveyance  of  the 
lands  above  referred  to  by  Virginia  to  the  United 
States,  is  not  a  oAiveyHice  In  trust  for  tiie  apetSBe 
objects  expressly  enumended  In  fbe  deed  <^  ces^on. 

2.  Whether  tiwee  objects  have  been  satisfied,  and,, 
especially,  whether  Congress,  oat  of  the  ceded  terri- 
tory, has  made  provi^on  for  the  deficit  of  good  land* 
on  the  south-east  side  of  the  Ohio  River,  to  satisfy 
the  land  bounty  promised  by  the  State  of  Viiginia  to 
the  officets  and  soldiera  of  Uie  Viiginia  line  on  conti- 
nental establishment ;  if  not,  ou^t  to  be  promptiy 
made  for  that  purpose. 

8.  Wliat  quantity  of  the  ceded  territory  has  been, 
or  the  proceeds  thereof,  devoted  and  applied  towards 
the  8pe<»fic  olyects  enumerated  in  the  deed  of  ces- 
sion; and  what  quantity  of  the  said  territory  has 
be«k  devoted  to  uses  and  purposes,  not  comprehended 
in  the  tenns  and  conditions  of  cession :  finally,  if 
it  shall  qipear,  that  there  will  be  a  soijuus  of  land 
in  the  ceiud  territoiy  beyond  iftixX  Is  required  to 
satisfy  the  ol^ects  and  purposes  specially  enumerated 
in  the  or^wil  terms  and  conditions,  in  punuanoe 
of  which  the  deed  of  c3a»on  was  executed ;  whether 
Congress  is  not  bound  by  the  manifest  intention 
of  that  deed,  to  provide  for  a  prompt  and  "  bona 
fide^  distribution  of  tiie  proceeds  of  the  remaining 
lands,  including  the  value  of  so  mudi  <^  these  lands, 
if  any,  as  maybave  been  devoted  to  purposes  not 
warranted  by  the  deed,  amongst  the  States  of  the 
Union,  according  to  the  ratio  of  distribution  specified 
in  the  deed  ef  cesacm,  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit 
of  the  said  States;  and  tint  the  comndttoe  have 
leave  to  repot  by  bUL 


PviUit:  La»d*. 


Digitized  by  Google 


718  '  ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


JuniABT,  1889.]   QKution  <ifPas  loGt^W.  Jtmu,  Etq.,  iate  DtUgaU  from  n^Ksam.  Cmp. 


Satubdat,  Janoarr  6< 
QuatUm  of  Pay  to  Geo.  W.  Jonet,  Rq.^  lata 
Sitting  DeUgaUfrom  H'uaKwjn. 
Ur.  1£ason,  of  Oliio,  asked  leave  to  present  a 
reBolntioii ;  which  was  read  as  foUows : 

JZm0?w4  That  tiie  Hon.  J.  W.  Jokib,  late  dele- 
gate ftom  the  Tenitorr  of  Wioonsln,  ia  not  entitied 
to  bis  nuleage  and  per  diem  allowance  for  Ua  attend- 
ance at  tite  preeent  sesdoo. 

1&.  WiSB  objected ;  vherenpon 

Ur.  Uasom  md  aa  it  was  a  matter  of  scmie 
importance,  he  wtmld  moTe  that  the  roles  be 
Bounded ;  and  upon  vhich  modon,  he  eaUed 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Spbaebb  stated  that  he  had  received  a 
communication  npon  the  subject  from  Mr.  Jones, 
and  would  prefer  that  the  House  would  come 
to  some  decision  upon  it.  He  then  hud  before 
the  House  the  following  letters,  which  were 
read: 

Houaa  or  BiFaxsniTATins, 

JoDuary'l,  1889. 
8ia :  I  take  this  mode  of  iDfarming  yon  that  a 
resolation  will,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  be  intro- 
duced to  tluB  House,  denying  yoor  right  to  leoeiTe 
any  compensation  as  delegate  to  the  present  sea^ 
of  Cmigiea. 

I  am,  tir,  with  respect, 
Tonr  obedient  eerrant, 

J.  R.  Gn)DINGS. 
Hon.  Omui  W.  Joras,  Washington  City. 

Washinoton  City,  D.  C. 

January  6,  1889. 

Sib:  Considering  myself  entitled,  under  the  usage 
<tf  the  House,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  Btotee,  to 
receive  my  mileage  and  per  diem  compensation  as 
the  sitting  delegate  &om  the  Territory  <tf  Wisoon^, 
I  received  from  the  Sergeant-at-anns,  on  the  20th 
ultimo,  a  check  on  the  Bank  of  Washington  for 
my  mileage  and  per  diem  allowanc^up  to  that  date. 

Having  received  last  evening  t£e  accompanying 
oommnnfcatlon  from  a  member  of  the  House,  Hon. 
J.  B.  OiiM>iNOB,  Ohks  and  not  fedhig  willing  to 
retain  in  my  bands  the  compensation  alloded  to, 
milesB  most  dearly  so  «ntitUdy  I  reqiectftillT  return 
to  the  House,  through  you,  the  orMtiat  dwA,  to  be 
cancelled  by  the  House,  If  in  Hmr  judgment  I  am 
not  entitled  to  it. 

I  came  here  under  ibe  solemn  conviction  that  I 
was  the  rightful  delegate  of  the  people  of  Wisconsin, 
to  serve  them  here  as  such  miUl  die  4th  of  Harcli 
next  This  opbiion  was  strengthened  by  the  advice 
of  able  counsel,  l>efore  and  since  my  arrival  here.' 
I  entertain  the  same  opinion  still,  but  will  submit  to 
the  dedcton  of  the  House  in  both  cases  without  a 
murmur. 

y eiy  req>ectfuUy, 

Tour  obedient  aenrant. 

GEO.  W.  JOKES. 

Hon.  Jains  E.  Pou:, 

l^eaker  of  the  House  of  BqmaeDtadTes. 

The  Spbakxb,  with  the  permisrioo  of  the 
House,  made  a  brief  ezplonatiw  of  the  course 
of  the  Seweant-at-arma  and  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  tlie  House. 

By  the  Journal  of  tlie  extra  lenoii,  at  the 


opening  of  the  present  Congress  in  September, 
1887,  it  appeared  that  "  George  Wallaoe  Jones 
speared  aa  the  delegate  from  the  Temtorr  of 
Wisconsin,  was  awom  to  eopport  the  Oonstitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  and  took  a  sect  in 
the  House."  Ko  certificates  of  electi<Hi  of 
members  or  delegates  were  presented  at  the 
time  of  qualification,  and  the  Speaker  oonld  sot 
know  under  what  authority  they  took  their 
seats.   Mr.  Jones  was  sworn,  and  took  a  seat. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  senoo 
Mr.  Jones  appeared  in  his  seat,  doming  to  be 
the  rightful  sitting  delegate  from  Wisconan. 
When  the  claim  of  Mr.  Doty  was  presented, 
Mr.  Jones  rose  in  his  place  and  asserted  his 
right.  The  House,  by  its  acquiescence,  recog- 
nuod  htm  as  tlie  sitting  delegate,  and  took  or- 
der in  the  case,  by  referring  the  claim  to  a 
seat  as  tiie  delegate  from  Wisconsin  to  the 
Ccmimittee  of  Elections.  Hr.  Jones  oontimied 
in  his  seat  as  the  sitting  delegate.  He,  at  va- 
rious times,  as  the  Journal  shows,  presented  pe- 
titions and  resolutions,  and  participated  in  the 
business  of  the  House,  as  the  sitting  delegate. 
This  was  permitted  by  the  acquiescence  of  the 
House,  until  the  right  to  the  s^t  was  decided 
by  the  House,  Whilst  Mr.  Jones  was  thus  the 
sitting  delegate,  in  his  seat,  in  dischai^  of  hii 
duties  as  such,  the  Ser^ant-at-artus  or  the 
presiding  officer  had  no  right  or  power  to  in- 
quire whether  he  was  rightfully  there.  That 
was  a  question  which  the  Bouse  alone  could 
decide.  The  law  relating  the  pay  of  mem- 
bers and  delegates,  for  ongnt  that  speared  d 
record,  entitlMbim  to  his  compensation  until 
the  time  he  was  ousted  by  a  rote  of  the  House. 
He  called  for  his  compensal^on,  and  neither  the 
Sei^ant-at-arms  nor  the  Speaker  had  any  dis- 
cretion to  refuse  it  under  the  law.  The  ciieck 
fbr  his  compensation  was  made  ont  in  the  usual 
way,  by  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  and  si^a^ed  ander 
the  law.  Since  taking  the  chur  this  morning 
the  letter  from  Mr.  Jones  had  been  lud  on  ms 
table.  And  now  the  question  of  compensatkiD, 
under  the  resulntlon  before  the  House,  was  an 
open  one.  The  Honse  alone  can  by  its  or^ 
refnae  the  compensation.  Under  the  law,  the 
Sergeant  and  Speaker  cannot  The  Spaika 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  House  woiold  decide 
the  question,  and  thus  reliere  the  snbjeet  from 
all  doubt  and  embarrassment. 

A  long  debate  then  ensued,  in  which  the  res- 
olution was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Kasost  of 
Ohio,  aiid  Gronmos,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Wiss,  BouLnnr,  Thomas,  Pope,  Oalhoon  fif 
Kentuoky,  Bbokson,  and  BmoLS.  The  latter, 
at  tlie  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  moved  the 
previous  question ;  which  was  seconded. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
resolntioD,  Mr.  Gbiffik  demaikled  the  yeas  wd 
nays ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Trouas  inqaired  of  tiie  ^>eaker  wb^hn; 
in  case  the  resolution  ahonld  be  r^ected,  he 
would  consider  it  as  authority  to  pay  llr.  Jones 
hiaper  diem  and  mileage. 

nie  Speaker  said  he  should  ao  oonddw  it 
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The  question  was  then  pnt  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  decoded  in  the  ne^itive 
— yeaa  89,  nays  06. 


IN  BENATB. 

HoNDi-T,  Jaunaiy  t. 
2¥an0r  qf  Oanal  Stock  to  ^  J^aU  Mary' 
land. 

Mr.  Walkee,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  int^od^ce  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  transfer,  on  certain  conditions,  to 
the  State  of  Maryland,  of  tiie  stock  held  by  the 
United  States  in  the  Ches^ieake  and  Ohio  Ca- 
nal Company. 

Hr.  W.  on  asking  leave,  stud  that  on  the  9th 
of  April  lost,  the  Senate,  upon  his  motion,  had 
adopted  a  resolution  oalling  upon  tiie  Seoretaxr 
of  ttie  Treasury  for  information  as  to  the  divi- 
dends racetvod,  and  present  market  value  of  the 
stock  held  by  the  United  States  in  various  ca- 
nal companies.  To  this  call  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  bod  responded  in  a  statement, 
showing  that  the  GoVemmeut  had  never  re- 
ceived any  dividend  from  its  stock  In  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  that  this 
Btock  is  much  below  par,  and  that  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  it  can  be  converted  into  money  at 
any  price.  Hr.  W.  sud,  as  this  stock  was  yield' 
ing  nothing  to  the  Government,  and  could  not 
be  sdld  for  money,  he  was  willing  to  transfer  it 
for  a  readable  equivalent  to  ^he  State  of  Mary- 
land. This  equlvi^t  w^Sf.'^t  the  'State 
of  Maryland  should  csnse,  witUn  a  specified 
period,  this  canal  to  be  completed  to  the 
Ohio  River;  and  that  when  completed,  the 
canal,  throu^ont  its  entire  distance,  should  be 
forever  free  ibr  the  transportation  of  any  prop- 
erty, troops,  or  seamen  of  the  United  States, 
without  the  payment  of  any  toll  or  charge 
whatever.  This  bill  then  involved  the  exercise 
of  no  doubtful  nor  dlspnted  constitutional 
power,  hut  simply  provided  for  tiie  sale  for  a 
reasonable  eqaivslent  of  this  Btook  to  the  State 
of  Maryland. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Comnuttee  on  Boads  and  Canals. 


HOUSS  OF  BXPBESEirrATXVXS. 
TuxBDAT,  Jtmnory  8. 
Money  received  far  (hutomt. 

Mr.  HuKTBB,  of  Vinpnia,  asked  leave  of  the 
House  to  present  and  nave  printed  the  lUknr- 
ing  resolutioa : 

Jtetoived,  That  a  Select  Gonnnittee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  tfie  expediency  of  reportiiig  a  bill 
which  shall  provide : 

1.  That  all  money  faenfter  to  be  received  by  the 
United  Ststea  for  cnstoma,  shall  be  pdd  on  foot  cer- 
tain days  fixed,  at  intervals  of  three  months,  the 
duties  required  by  the  existing  lavs  to  be  paid  in 
cash,  to  be  secured  by  bonds  with  q)pn>ved  security, 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  oentom  per  an- 
BuiQ  mm  its  date  until  paid,  uid  payiUe  at  the  next 
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fixed  quarterly  day,  unless  It  bears  date  within 
twenty  days  of  that  period,  in  which  case  it  Is  to  be 
payable  on  the  next  succeeding  day  fixed  ^  pay- 
ments to  the  United  States.  But  if  the  importer  be 
eotHled  to  cr^t  under  the  existing  laws,  the  sum 
due  is  to  be  dbninished  by  a  discount  at  the  rate  dI 
bLx  per  centum  for  the  time  through  which  the  said 
credit  extends,  and  the  sum  thus  ascertained  to  be  se- 
cnred  by  bond  as  aforea^  under  the  Ihnitations 
above  prescaibed. 

2.  That  all  debts  due  from  the  Umted  States  shall 
be  mode  payable,  so  far  as  practicable,  on  four  cer- 
tain days,  occurring  at  intervals  of  three  months,  and 
fixed  at  twenty  days  respectively  after  the  days  fixed 
as  aforescud  for  payment  to  the  United  States, 
These  debta,  in  all  cases  when  practicable,  to  be 
made  payable  at  the  next  day  of  disbursement,  unless 
incurred  within  twenty  days  of  that  time ;  in  which 
case  to  be  payable  at  the  second  succeeding  day  fixed 
fbr  that  pnrpoee.  But  if  the  public  creditor  should 
fail  to  present  his  claim  at  the  place  at  wUch  it  is 

payable  when  due,  or  within  days  of  that 

time,  then  the  United  States  to  be  absolved  from  all 
reqionsibtlity  for  any  failure  in  the  disburnng  asent 
at  that  place  to  pay  the  said  creditor:  Fravtded^ 
however,  That  the  aidd  agent  and  his  sureties  shall  be 
liable,  in  their  indinduu  capadty,  to  pay  to  the  said 
creditor  any  sums  received  for  his  use,  upon  demand, 
and  without  interest. 

8.  That  all  requiations  on  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment by  other  Departments  of  this  GoTemment  for 
sums  to  be  disbursed  at  the  next  day  fixed  for  that 
purpose,  sbaU  be  made  at  least  twenty  days  before 
tiie  day  fixed  fbr  public  receipts  and  next  auoceedbg 
Oiot  pfthe  rBqiiJ#li^ws»^*'^' 
- '  4r=That  the  Sewetary  of  the  IVessury  after  a  com- 
parison of  tiie  liabilities  to  and  from  the  Government, 
at  tiie  next  succeeding  days  of  receipt  and  dis- 
bursement, BbeU  ascertun  the  probable  surplus  which 
will  be  due  to  the  United  States  upon  the  next  quar- 
teriy  day  of  receipt,  after  coUecting  what  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  discbarge  the  debts  due  from  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  next  disbarring  day,  together  irith  what- 
ever sum  may  be  needfbl  as  a  cash  surplus  for  emer- 

Sicies  of  the  Department  not  otherwise  provided  for. 
e  debtors  of  Uie  United  St^s  to  be  entitled  to  an 
ezt^ed  credit  upon  the  surplus  thus  ascertained, 
upon  their  ^ving  bonds,  witii  ^iproved  sureties, 
bearing  interest  as  afives^d,  up  to  tin  quarteriy  day 
of  the  reodplB  next  suooeeduig  that  at  wliidi  the  ori- 
ginal bond  was  duo.  Each  public  debtor  offering  se- 
curity as  aforesaid,  to  be  entitled  to  this  farther 
credit  opOD  an  equal  prmHMtitn  o(  bis  debt;  wUdi 
proportion  k  to  be  spedned  by  public  advertisement 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  least  twenty 
days  before  the  next  succeeding  day  of  receipt  But 
all  bonds  ^ven  fbr  Ibo  sorplus  as  sforesm,  to  be 
nboUj  eolMcted  at  the  next  quarter  when  due,  befbre 
ai^  ptntion  is  'i^'M*^  of  tbdr  bonds  ^ven,  when 
the  debt  fbr  dutiea  was  increased. 

The  reB(dnti<Ht  was  then  laid  on  tbe  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


IK  8KNATK. 

Wedkzsdat,  January  9. 
AxU-SUnery  and  Anii-Texaa  Annexation  P^i- 
tumt. 

Ur.  Pbektibs  presented  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  ot  YermoDt,  in- 
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Btmoting  their  Senators  and  reqaestiDg  their 
BepresentativeB  to  use  their  efforts  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  any  law  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  Union,  and  to  procure  the  passage 
of  a  law  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  in  ihe  District  of  Columbia,  and  the 
Territories  of  the  Union — and  of  the  slave-trade 
between  the  several  States :  and  also  protesting 
against  certain  reacdntiiHu  (Aihbbios'b)  adopted 
the  Home  of  BepresentativeH,  as  nnconstitn- 
tiooal ;  which  Ifr.  P.  moved  ahoold  be  laid  npon 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  question  was,  on  motion  of  Tir.  Fosteb, 
divided,  and  the  first  divinon  was  agreed  to. 

The  qnestion  coining  up  on  the  second  divi- 
sion, viz :  to  print  the  resolution, 

Mr.  Pbentibs  said  he  liad  made  the  motion 
to  print  these  resolutions,  because  he  supposed 
it  would  be  an  act  of  proper  courtesy  to  the 
Legidatare  from  whom  they  come.  "When  he 
presented*  them,  he  had  not  the  slightest  idea 
that  any  serious  otgections  would  be  made  to 
them,  or  that  they  would  excite  any  debate,  and 
he  wonld  to  gentlemen  of  the  Sooth,  ^at 
the  course  which  they  were  pursuing  was  pre- 
dsely  the  oonrae  to  inorease  the  numbw,  and 
angment  tiie  strength  of  the  AbditionistB ; 
and  he  thought  it  in  other  respects  impcdido  and 
injnrions,  as  weQ  as  vrong  and  nnreasonable  in 

The  virtual  r^ecti(Hi  of  petitions  here  was 
regarded  as  an  ii^action  of  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, and  this  was  connected  wiw  the  great 
sabject  of  abolition,  and  had  given  to  it  a  power 
not  properly  its  own,  so  that  those  who  were 
oppceed  to  extreme  and  premature  measures, 
and  who  wished  to  prevent  useless  excitement 
and  a^tation,  fonnd  themselves  powerless  in 
oonsequence  of  this  connection;  and  if  this 
ooorae  were  persisted  in,  they  would  be  oUiged 
to  give  way  entirely.  3ir.  P.  tmsted  these  res- 
olutions would  be  printed  as  an  act  of  omnmon 
courtesy,  and  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  n^ys  on 
the  question,  whidi  were  ordered. 

Ur.  CALHOinr  confessed  that  he  was  amazed 
when  he  saw  a  gentleman  of  the  calmness  and 
correct  jndgment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont, 
porsuing  the  course  that  he  did.  That  there 
should  be  any  man  of  any  inteUigenoe  what- 
ever, who  did  not  see  that  this  question  strikes 
at  the  very  fonndation  of  the  Union,  alienating 
one  portion  of  it  from  the  other,  and  that  it 
tended  to  the  overthrow  of  the  best  hopes  of 
mankind,  indeed  surprised  him.  Kor  was  it 
less  wonderflil  to  him,  that  any  gentleman  of 
that  description  stuHild  pretend  to  say  that  the 
best  ooorae  of  Sonthem  gentlemen  \raa  to  per- 
mit the  Abolitionists  to  come  here  and  urge  the 
qnestion  whenever  they  pleased.  They  tell  us, 
uid  Mr.  0.,  that  we  have  no  right  to  our  own 
estates ;  that  a  large  part  of  our  property  Is  held 
withooi  law ;  and  tliat  they  have  the  ri^t  to 
cwne  here  week  after  week,  year  after  year, 
questioning  our  rieht  to  it,  and  calumniating  our 
character,  while  the  best  mode  for  us  to  pursue 
is  to  be  quiet.  Sir,  sud  l£r.  0.,  I  would  not 


have  made  these  observations  if  the  renurii 
that  called  them  forth  had  not  come  fnm  a 
spectable  quarter.  The  course  of  thegentlenuD 
from  Vermont  was  a  striking  proof  that  (oi 
all  questions  of  deep  excitement  the  EtrongeA 
minds  may  be  carried  away.  Mr.  0.  Tonld  say 
to  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  that  this  tbin; 
must  be  arrested  at  hom^  by  strong  meason^ 
or  the  Sooth  would       care  of  itsdl 

Hr.  Praamas  said  that  he  had  lamplj  a&Bl 
that  these  reetdutions  might  be  printed,  aii 
mark  of  the  coorten^  usaally  evinced  to  fitita 
of  this  Union.  He  did  not  enter  into  mjim- 
ment  on  the  question  of  abolition.  Neitberu 
nor  any  othe^  Senator  from  the  North  luci, « 
any  occasion,  been  ftmnd  to  estate  that  que!- 
tion.  The  fault,  if  i^  was  one,  lay  in  anolhff 
quarter.  He  wished  merely  to  cliBcbarge  ss 
obvious  duty.  If  he  found  it  certain  that  be 
could  not  carry  out  his  own  opiniona  on  ^ 
subject  of  slavery,  which  he  trusted  werevel 
known,  he  thought  it  best  to  defer  the  attempt 
to  a  more  favorable  opportunity.  These  nsy 
Intions  were  passed  by  the  Le^atnre  of  Ts" 
mont  in  oouseqitence  of  petitions  teqairing  tbdr 
passage.  They  were  rMtdntiras  of  instrociiii^ 
and  so  fiir  as  be  was  concerned,  he  wished  a 
disohai^  the  duty  imposed  npon  him. 

l£r.  EiNQ  found  no  fault  with  the  SemtR 
from  Vermont  for  discluirging.  his  datr  to  B 
State,  in  presenting  soch  resolutitns  as  the; 
thought  proper  to  charge  him  with.  •  Be 
waived,  therefore,  under  these  coDEidmticiis, 
any  objections  to  receiving  these  resolnttoii 
They  came  from  a  sovereign  State;  tQtvbei};- 
er  that  State  was  true  to  the  principles  vhid 
should  govern  every  member  of  the  ConfeJ* 
acy,  was  another  question.  With  r^ard  to  tk 
prayer  of  these  resolutions,  every  nun  of  fi^ 
mon  intelligrace  knew  that  if  it  were  giutKi 
this  Union  would  not  last  twenly-finr  hnn 
He  knew  that  he  and  every  man  from  dirt* 
tion  oi  the  Union  which  would  be  so  gn^ 
outraged  by  such  a  measure,  would  instaiitlji 
on  the  adoption  of  it^  retire  from  their  seas- 
He  would,  in  snob  an  event,  return  to  his  eos- 
stituents,  and  tell  them  that  the  compart  i« 
broken,  the  constitution  violated,  and  tbar 
property  taken  way  from  them,  and  that  ht « 
their  representative,  cocdd  render  them  no  fcf- 
ther  service  by  remaining  where  he  was.  Be- 
lieving that  such  would  be  the  mevitable  «■• 
sequences  of  carryhig  out  the  doctrtow  w 
tained  in  these  resolntiona,  he  conld  n«  coBscn 
to  ^ve  than  any  droolatioB.  Vhat  was  pe 
object  of  the  Senator  from  Tennontj  in 
to  fatfve  these  resolotions  printed  t  1%^ 
tor  himself  declared  that  be  did  not  expect 
such  thing  as  action  on  those  resolutions;  »^ 
yet  he  wished  to  have  them  printed :  for wW' 
To  g^ve  enoooragement  to  these  fwople,  to  eein 
out  more  memorials  to  act  on  their 
inducing  them  to  interfere  with  matters  vm 
do  not  belong  to  them.  If  that  was  the 
of  the  gentleman,  and  he  trusted  and  Wtt«" 
it  was  not,  he  might  have  some  ressofl  w  w 
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ing  the  printiog  of  these  pwen ;  hot  as  he  had 
a  great  respect  for  the  genuaiiaii,  and  b^ered 
that  he  had  no  BDch  tfbject  in  view,  he  iraa  at  a 
loa  to  oonoeiTa  whjhe  peralated  mthe  motion. 
He  thanked  the  gentleman  fl)r  waEning  the 
South  of  what  became  their  duty,  under  the 
present  state  of  excitement  on  thia  subject  Sir, 
said  Mr.  wo  will  discharge  dot  duty  to  onr- 
selves  and  our  ccmstitaents^  witiiont  asking  ad- 
Tice  fVom  the  gentleman  iVom  Termont,  or  from 
his  LegisIatQre,  or  the  Legislature  of  any  other 
State.  He  had  hoped  that  they  would  have 
been  spared,  in  this  body,  the  agitating  of  this  ex- 
citing sabject.  He  knew  that  It  bad  ti^en  place 
elsewhere  in  a  manner  highly  disgraceful,  bat 
he  had  confidently  expected  that  this  body 
wonld  escape  it,  and  that  the  Smator  ftom  Ter- 
mont  woald  he  the  last  man  to  bring  it  np.  He 
regretted  the  necesrity  of  makingtheeefewobKiv 
Tations,  bnt  he  was  compelled  to  do  ao,  beoauae 
he  thoaght  the  Senator  n-ora  Vermont  wasfbro* 
ing  this  matter  beyond  what  was  necessary. 

Hr.  LruFKiN  sud  his  object  in  rising  was  to 
move  that  the  motion  to  print  be  laid  upon  the 
table.  But  before  he  submitted  that  motion,  he 
wonld  remark  that  he  folly  concurred  in  the  re- 
marks of  the  Senators  from  SonUi  Carolina  and 
Alabama.  (Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Kiko.)  And 
that  he  felt  no  disposition  to  countenance  or  re- 
spect attempts  to  4^tate  the  question  of  slavery, 
the  more,  becaose  it  was  brought  before  the 
Senate  by  the  proceedings  of  a- sovereign  State. 
Ko,  ur,  stud  Ur.  L.,  the  agitation  of  Oiis  qnes- 
tion,  by  obaonre  and  ignorant  individQala,  is 
harmless  and  innocent,  when  compared  wi^ 
the  proceedings  of  the  Le^atare  of  Vermont. 
Yet  the  Senator  from  Vermont  (Mr.  pEBsmse) 
admonishes  the  Booth  to  be  oool  and  quiet,  to 
disr^;ard  the  efforts  of  those  who  are  constant- 
ly warring  against  their  rights  and  interests. 
Sir,  s^d  Mr.  L.,  this  advice  reminds  me  of  a 
robber,  who,  while  he  has  his  hand  in  my  pock- 
et, taking  from  me  that  to  which  he  has  no  just 
claim,  ceases  not  to  admonish  me  to  be  qniet,  be 
easy — ^he  will  do  me  no  harm.  Every  lover  of 
this  Union  should  cease  to  agitate  tliis  qaestton. 
The  interference  of  the  Abolitionists  and  th^r 
rapporters  with  the  domestic  doncems  of  the 
Sooth  is  daily  becoming  more  offensive.  These 
proceedings  are  rapidly  alienating  the  affeotiona 
of  one  portion  of  the  Union  from  the  o^er. 
We  should  circulate  nothing  from  this  Senate 
calculated  to  Increase  excitement  and  pKjJndice. 
Under  .this  view  of  the  subject,  I  move  to  lay 
the  motion  to  print  on  the  table. 

The  quesUoD  was  then  taken  on  Mr..  Ltncp- 
kin's  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on  the 
table^  and  carried— yeas  29,  ntys  8. 


MoHDAT,  January  14. 
2/brth  CaroUita  SeaoluHoiu  agaiaiA  <A«  Ind^ 

fetuUni  Tnemvry, 
Mr.  Bbown  said  he  rose  to  present  to  the 
Senate  certiun  resolutions  which  had  been 
adopted  by  theGenwal  AaeemUy  of  the  State  of 
Toi.XIIU-46 


[  Jakvait, 

North  Carolina,  at  their  late  session,  expreadve 
d  their  views  and  opinions  in  r^fard  to  imne 
of  the  important  meaanrea  and  qneations  cit 
public  pohay,  which  have  been,  and  now  are^ 
pending  before  the  country.  However  nnoonr- 
teons  scnne  of  the  langnage  was  in  r^rence  to 
a  late  act  of  this  body,  wnidi  it  had  perfonned 
in  the  exercise  of  its  hi{^  oonstitntional  powers, 
and  profoundly  as  he  regretted  that  expresaions 
derc^ting  from  tiie  respect  dne  to  this  body 
were  embraced  in  the  resolations,  yet  he  oonld 
not  hesitate,  in  obedience  to  a  proper  sense  of 
respect  to  the  Legislature  of  his  State,  to  offer 
them,  in  compliance  with  the  reqnestoont^ed 
in  one  of  the  resolutions. 

It  was  alike  doe  to  bimsdf,  to  his  cdtastitDents, 
and  to  the  importance  of  the  ocoauon  itself  to 
state  very  explicitly  the  view  he  took  of  tiio 
TesolntioniL  and  the  oonrse  which  high  omrid- 
erations  of  pnbUc  dotry  required  that  ne  should 
pursue  In  regard  to  them.  He  felt  the  deep  re- 
imtnsibiljty  under  which  he  acted,  and  had 
given  to  we  subject  that  anxioos  deliberation 
which  its  public  importance  and  the  mat  qnea- 
tions of  pnolic  interest  involved  in  it  demanded. 

•In  regard  to  most  of  the  resolutions,  it 
wonld  readily  be  perceived  that  the  opiniiuiB 
expressed  in  them  directly  conflict  with  the 
ooorse  which  he  had  heretofore  pursued  on  the 
measures  of  public  policy  to  whid^  they  refer, 
and  that  a  pnnoiple  is  asserted  in  one  of  them, 
in  r^ard  to  a  qnesticHi  of  constitutional  power, 
entirely  at  varancewith  hia  vote  on  the  reao- 
Intion  mrdering  the  expunetion  ctf  the  oobdem- 
natory  rescdulaon  passed  against  Prendent  Jack- 
son, for  removing  the  public  depodts  from  the 
late.  Bank  of  the  United  States.  In  relation  to 
extravagant  expenditure,  and  Executive  patron- 
age, referred  to  by  two  others  of  the  residn- 
tiooB,  his  votes  wonld  most  abundantly  prove 
that  his  whole  course  had  been,  since  honored 
with  a  seat  in  that  body,  to  diminish  both  as 
fiu"  as  it  was  practicable  for  him  to  do  so. 

Having  very  briefly  adverted  to  the  political 
character  of  the  resolutions,  the  next  inquiry 
which  presents  itself  for  consideration  is,  wfa^b- 
er  they  are  to  be  viewed  by  my  honorable  ool- 
leagne  and  mysdtf  aa  instmotirauL  or  as  tibte 
mere  espresdona  of  the  opinions  of  the  Le^ 
lature,  leaving  ns  to  a  dlsOTetionary  power  in 
exercising  our  judgments  on  the  subjects  to 
which  they  relate.  ThMi  they  are  not  to  be 
considered  as  irutrttetiont,  the  proofe,  to  his 
mind,  were  dear  and  irreastible.  They  do  not^ 
on  their  face,  profess  to  itutruet^  bat,  on  the 
contrary,  that  word,  or  any  otiier  of  mandatory 
import,  is  omitted  with  the  most  guarded  cau- 
tion ;  omitted  no  donht  not  by  accident,  bnt  by 
dengn.  What  could  have  been  the  intention 
for  omitting  it !  The  motive  clearly  was,  not 
to  commit  the  party  pas^g  these  resolutions 
to  the  doctrine  of  instructions.  WhenaTor, 
said  Ur.  B.,  the  Genenl  Assembly  of  North 
Carolina  has  tiiought  propw,  (m  former  oooft* 
ricms,  to  resort  to  the  f^eat  BWmblioan  jMlnoi- 
jde  of  instmotimif  it  has  qK«sn  out  in  hM, 
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frank,  and  nneqoiTocal  language.  It  has,  hy 
directly  instrnctiiiff  the  Senators  representing 
the  State,  taken  tLe  responsibility  on  itselt  of 
the  vote  which  it  commanded  them  to  s^ve. 
A  podtive  command,  hj  instmctions,  from  the 
Legislature  of  a  State  to  its  Senators  to  give  a 
particalar  vote,  places  the  vote  under  the  control 
of  the  Legislatarai,  and  Is,  in  effect,  the  vote  of  the 
power  commanding  it ;  thereby  taking  from  the 
Senator  all  discretion,  and  conaegnently,  reliev- 
ing him  from  all  res^nsibilitj  to  the  people  of 
t^ie  State.  The  Legialatnre,  therefore,  does  not 
t^e  on  itself  the  respondbiUty  of  the  Senatw'B 
vote  unless  it  imtrveU  him.  On  the  contrary, 
if  it  declinea  to  instruot  him,  it  declines  taking 
the  respoAsiUUty  of  his  vote,  and,  therefore, 
has  no  right  to  expect  him  to  express  their 
opinions  when  they  refuse  to  take  on  them- 
B^ves  the  consequences  of  his  vote  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State.  The  L^slatnre  of  North 
Ouolina  has  long  since  eetsblished  the  principle 
tiiftt  they  had  the  right  to  irufruce,  and  so 
eaaenti^  has  the  employment  of  that  word  been 
considered  to  tiie  efficacy  of  resolutions  of  in- 
Btruction,  that  the  Bepublicans  of  that  State 
have  invariably  employed  it  on  all  great  ocoa- 
riou  when  they  intended  to  command  the  votes 
(Hf  thwr  Senators. 

Ur.  B.  aaid  in  referring  to  the  journals  of  the 
Senate  ho  perodved  that  thekte  veneraUe  Mr. 
Uaoon,  then  a  member  of  this  body,  had  pre- 
■eated  resolotions,  passed  by  the  Legislatore 
ot  North  Carolina  at  their  session  of  1616,  in- 
fltmcting  their  Senators  to  endeavor  to  jproonre 
oertain  amendments  to  the  ooDBtitationin  rela- 
tion to  the  mode  of  electing  President  and  Tice 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  Legislar 
tare  which  adopted  them  resolved,  in  one  of 
the  resolntions,  "  that  onr  Senators  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  IJnited  States  be  intiructecL,  uid 
our  Representatives  be  requealed^  to  endeavor 
to  obtain  the  said  amendment  to  the  Constitn- 
tim  of  the  United  Statea.**  At  tbe  snooeedmg 
Msdoa  of  the  Leglalatare  of  North  Oandinathe 
■ame  resolntions  were  again  adopted,  and  again 
aasoted,  in  the  same  language,  uie  right  of  In- 
fltmction.  That  the  Genem  Assembly  then 
considered  mandatory  language  as  essential  to 
instmctions  is  most  strikingly  obvious,  from 
the  marked  distinction  between  the  terms  em- 
ployed by  them  in  the  resolntions  to  the  Sena- 
tors and  the  Bepresentativesin  Congress.  The 
former  are  expressly  '*  tfutruefAJ,"  the  latter 
are  merely  "  requetted,^^  to  perform  their  wilL 
It  is,  therefore,  perfectly  clear,  from  the  use  of 
the  latter  term  to  the  Kepresentatives  in  Con- 
gress, over  whose  vote  the  Legislature  never 
pn^Bflsed  to  have  any  control,  that  a  mere  ez- 
firendon  of  opinion,  unaccompanied  by  instmo- 
tioiM,  never  was  viewed  by  them  as  obligatory 
<m  those  to  whom  they  were  addressed.  This 
great  rif^t  had  been  repeatedly  since  asserted, 
and  exercised  in  the  same  language  of  com- 
mand, to  their  Senators,  by  successive  Legisla- 
tures of  North  Carolina,  from  the  period  just 
nferred  to  down  to  its  sesd(m«f  1884^  when 


[25th  Coae. 

they  reasserted  and  exerdsed,  in  poutiTe  and 

unequivocal  language,  the  right  of  instmcficic 
on  the  question  of  changing  from  the  joonula 
of  the  ^nate  of  the  (Jnited  States  the  resolu- 
tions oonclemnBtpry  of  President  Jackson.  The 
long-continned  practioe,  therefore,  of  the  Jje^ 
lature  of  that  State,  in  regard  to  inBtmcti<HK 
shows  very  condudvely,  that  whenever  they 
have  intended  to  take  au  discretion  from  theb 
Senators  in  regard  to  any  particular  vote,  thst 
they  have  expressly,  and  in  pliun  laognage^  n- 
stracted. 

Ur.  B.  said,  he  hdd,  when  resolntioiis  direct- 
ly insbnoting  had  passed  a  leinalatiTe  body, 
that  it  wss  not  competent  to  go  beyond  Uie  in- 
stmctions themselves  to  ascertain  the  raeamng 
of  the  Legislature;  but  when  instmctions  were 
not  ^ven,  on  the  face  of  the  resolutions,  that  i: 
was  competent  to  look  beyond  them  to  arrive 
at  the  intentions  of  those  passing  them.  Be 
adverted  to  an  amendment  offered  in  both 
branches  of  the  Legislatare,  when  the  resolD- 
tiom»  were  before  them,  proposing  to  insert  the 
word  "tTUtruet,"  and  which  was  rejected  by 
the  unanimoui  tote  of  the  jVte7u2t  of  toe  resolB* 
tions,  in  both  instances.  This  act^  in  his  opia- 
ion,  was  deciuve  of  the  question,  and  proved 
that  those  who  passed  them  did  not  intend  to 
oommit  themselves,  by  their  acts,  to  the  iat- 
trine  of  instrnotion. 

The  resolntions  did  not  merely  omit  to  ift- 
stxnct,  but  they  cont^ed,  on  their  face,  exprea- 
nons  which  constituted  a  direct  attack  on  thit 
great  fondamental  principle  of  the  R^al£ea 
creed.  They  declare  that  act  of  the  S«aate  of 
the  United  States,  expunging  from  its  joomah 
the  condemnatory  resolution  ag^&t  Presadent 
Jackson,  to  have  been  *'  an  act  of  party  teniii- 
ty.edleulated  to  degrade  <Atf  Semtte." 

Mr.  B.  s^d,  so  far  as  his  own  vote  had  Lad 
any  agency  in  carrying  into  effect  that  jostseo- 
tence,  vindicatory  of  the  constitution  smd  tbt 
liberties  oi  the  people,  both  of  which  had  bea 
wantonly  assailed  m  the  nnaathorixed  and  n- 
jnst  sentence  against  the  Chief  ICagtatrate  of 
the  natirai,  that  he  had  acted  under  res^nticw 
passed  by  the  Legialatnre  of  his  State,  eommaai- 
it  to  be  done.  He  believed  a  majority  of  the 
State  Le^latures  of  the  Union  had  also  passed 
similar  instmctions  to  their  Senators.  If^  there- 
fore, the  doctrine  of  instraotion  be  correct,  what 
power  is  there  that  can  rightfully  arraign  the 
motives  of  those  who  have  only  acted  in  obedi- 
ence to  it,  and  carried  out  the  will  of  those  un- 
der whose  commands  they  have  performed  the 
act  required  to  be  done }  To  impeach,  there- 
fore, the  motives  of  those,  thus  acting  under 
instrnotions,  is  a  direct  attack  on  the  nrincmls 
of  instmction,  and,  in  effect,  a  deoiu  of  U» 
ri^t  toios^ot. 

Bat  in  order  to  have  all  donht  ranoved  as  to 
the  intention  of  those  who  passed  them,  his 
honorable  colleagne  and  himself  had  addressed 
a  re^wctftal  commnnication  to  the  I^slatnre 
of  tb«r  State,  asking  to  be  informed  if  the  res- 
^utions  were  to  b9  taken  as  instnictioosL  We 
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had  pabtidr  dedared  that  ve  wotdd  obey  or 
redgn,  if.  tnttrwtad,  We  considered,  that  to 
have  a<me  eitJier  nndw  resolutions  not  contain- 
ing instmotions,  was  nOt  required  by  oar  pledge, 
and  woold  have  been  a  manifest  dereliction  of 

Sablic  dnty,  nnder  all  the  tdrcamstances.  We 
esired,  then,  proper  gronnd  to  stand  on.  If  we 
resigned,  we  wished  to  do  so  onder  the  great 
principle  of  instrnotioa,  and  not  nnder  resoln- 
tions  in  which  it  was  not  recognized.  The 
Legislature,  thns  candidly  and  respeotfally  ap- 
peued  to,  have  refiised,  in  terms,  not  verycoor- 
teoas,  to  give  any  ftirther  infonutitm  «8  to  the 
qnealion  of  instniotion. 

When  the  issue  was  thus  foirly  presented,  we 
liad  a  right  to  expect,  on  every  principle  of 
candor,  an  emphatio  expresdon  of  opinion  one 
way  or  the  other,  in  regard  to  the  intentions 
of  the  Legislature  on  the  question  of  instruc- 
tion. If  they  had  asserted  th^  intention  to 
instruct,  I  was  prepared,  as  is  known  to  many 
of  my  friends,  instantly  to  have  surrendered 
to  them  the  pnblio  trust  which  I  hold.  They, 
however,  again  decline  to  assert  the  principle 
of  instmction,  in  the  resolution  passed  by  them, 
and  thus  afford  clear  and  unquestionable  proof 
that  they  do  not  intend  to  commit  themselves 
to  the  doctrine.  Which  of  the  parties  had  aot^ 
ed  in  good  fiiuth — those  addreasmg  the  comma- . 
nication,  and  soliciting  an  enpresdou  ot  opin- 
ion on  a  plain  question,  to  whfohan  answer  was : 
easy,  and  which  they  deemed  important  to  the 
public  liberty,  as  well  aa  to  tiie  regulation  of 
their  own  conduct — or  those  who  bad  dedined 
to  answer  it)  He  would  appeal  to  the  honest 
and  intelligent  judgment  of  nis  constituents  to 
decide. 

When,  therefore,  he  took  into  view  tiie  cir- 
cumstances which  formed  a  part  of  the  history 
of  the  resolnticms,  the  gaarded  caution  wiw 
which  the  party  passing  them  avoided  commit- 
ting themselves  on  the  record  to  the  right  of 
instruction,  and  the  open  and  avowed  hostility 
of  some  of  those  voting  for  the  rew^atioos  to  the 
doctrine  of  Instruction,  the  ^reot  attack  on  that 
great  principle  itaell  on  the  Ace  of  t^e  resotn- 
uonsj  and  the  refusal  of  the  Le^slature,  on  a 
candid  appeal  made  to  them,  to  assert  the  right 
— the  m(ffit  irresistible  proof  is  afforded,  by 
positive  acts,  that  they  (the  Legislature)  did  not 
intend  to  recognize  the  right  at  instruction ; 
and  if  not,  on  what  principle  of  honor,  or'  by 
what  right.,  either  moral  or  political,  can  it  be 
expected  that  they  will  be  oonddered  and  acted 
on  by  others  as  inatmctiona  ? 

The  resolutions  profess  to  speak  the  will  of 
the  people.  If  they  were  instractions,  he  ad- 
mitted that  they  would  be  obUgatory  in  the 
fulleat  sense  of  die  term ;  but  uiey  were  uot^ 
and  did  not  profess  to  be,  and  ther^re  the 
question  as  respects  public  opinion,  as  well  as 
every  other  in  relation  to  them,  is  open  to  the 
freest  inquiry.  Be  did  not,  nimsuf,  brieve 
that  tiiey  expressed  public  opinion,  as  to  many  of 
the  importuit  topi(»  nnder  which  &ey  under- 
take to  dedare  it.  HebeUeredttupeo^oftlie 
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State  bad  heard  with  utter  snrorise,  that  the 
subject  of  the  expon^ng  resolutions  bad  been 
introduced.  It  was  a  topic  that  had  not  been 
brought  before  them  at  the  electicms,  and  there- 
fore could  not  have  been  antidpated.  Again, 
be  did  not  believe  they  expressed  public 
opinion,  as  no  question  bad  ever  been  brought 
more  directly  and  immediately  before  the  peo- 
ple of  North  Caroluia  than  was  that,  at  the 
elections  in  1884,  involving  the  course  of  Pres- 
ident JacJ£son  in  regard  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  justice  of  expnnring  the 
sentence  pronounced  a^Ednst  him  from  the  Jonr- 
nals  of  the  Senate. 

The  Lee^Blatare.  at  its  aesdon  of  1884,  in 
obe^ence  to  that  pnblio  wiU^  commanded  their 
Senators,  by  express  instnictiona,  to  vote  for  it. 
The  people  elected  two  sncceasive  L^slaturea^ 
■whim  ratified  and  re-affirmed,  in  effect,  that 
decision,  as  the  resolutions  remained  unre- 
voked by  them.  It  would,  therefore,  be  in  derq- 
gation  of  the  well-known  A>Utical  consistency 
of  the  people  of  North  Oanriina,  to  suppose  that 
a  decision  bo  well  considered,  and  so  deliberate- 
ly made,  had  been  reversed  by  them.  No  Pres- 
ident had  ever  been  more  strongly  snstfuned 
than  was  President  Jackson,  at  three  successive 
elections,  by  the  people  of  that  State,  whose 
well-earned  fame  the  resdntiona  which  the 
L^palatore  had  passed,  idmed  so  Btnuig  a  How 
at  He  could  not,  therefore,  admit  that  hia 
constituents  had  abandoned  their  long-cheridi- 
ed  political  attachments,  and  were  prepared  to 
aid  in  sacrificing  the  pnblio  character  ctf  the 
honest  soldier  and  patriot  statesman.  He 
could  not  consent,  tberrfore,  to  record,  by  hia 
vote,  a  aentence  bo  derc^toiy  to  the  people, 
and  to  the  Legislature  of  1884,  to  whoee  favor 
be  was  indebtM  for  bis  rejection.  To  resign, 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  tacit  admission,  on. 
his  part,  .that  the  people  had  changed  their 
opinion  on  this  question,  and  his  acqoieacenoe. 
in  the  cha^  of  inoondstencr  agraet  fhem, 
which  it  involved,  which  he  shonld  oonaider  » 
a  depntare  from  his  duty  to  do,  unlees  acting 
nnder  inatruotioni  that  Istt  him  no  other  alter- 
native. 

He  had  declared,  in  his  speech  on  the  Oi^nati- 
tutionol  Treasury,  and  on  other  occasions,  that 
if  instructed  by  his  Legislature,  he  would  obey 
or  resign.  He  had  used  the  word  in  that  sense 
which  conveys  a  meaning  universally  acted  on 
and  understood  by  the  Bepnblican  party  of  this 
country,  and  had  likewise  asserted  it  in  hia 
speeches,  to  be  a  duty,  in  the  ahtetice  of  instmo- 
tions, to  pursue  the  dictates  of  lus  own  judg- 
ment. In  the  t^aence  of  tnatmctiont^  therefore, 
his  decision  as  to  the  present  resdntiona,  which 
did  not  recognize,  in  any  part  of  them,  that 
righ^  was  entir^  condstent  with  his  oftea 
reprated  dec^nntions  on  that  snlfjeot. 

The  course  which  hia  colleague  and  himself 
felt  bonnd  to  take,  from  a  high  aense  of  publio 
dnty,  on  this  oooaiufni,  inv(dved  not  aimply  the 
question  of  what  was  due  to  thenuelvea  and 
Uieir  own  priudplee— not  aimply  a  question  of 
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mere  party  ascendeiioy,  but  it  iavolved  ques- 
tions of  far  more  transoendent  importance.  It 
involved  a  great  principle  of  p(^alar  liberty.  If 
they  resigned  their  seats,  they  indirectly  aided  in 
attacking  the  great  fondameDtal  right  tn  instrno- 
tion,  wlutdi  tite  resolutions^  on  their  face,  not 
oidy  attacked,  as  he  had  already  shown,  bat,  by 
th^r  nnmiestJonable  tendency,  went  to  orer- 
ttirov.  They  In  effect,  as  he  had  shown,  con- 
tained a  denial  of  that  doctrine.  For  ns,  there- 
fore, to  acqaiesee  in  them,  by  obedience  or  res- 
ignation, ironld  aid  in  snbverting  a  principle 
long  consecrated  in  the  Repablican  creed.  If 
they  suffered  themselves,  by  indirection,  to  bo 
driven  fVom  the  poet  which  the  public  had  as- 
signed them,  he  oonld  not  permit  himself  to 
doubt  that  the  very  party  that  had  passed  the 
resolntions,  would  point  to  them  to  prove  that 
their  poUtieal  JHends  had  never  admitted  the 
doctnne  of  iDstractlon.  We  should  thaa  be 
■coeasory  to  the  egtabliBhment  of  the  doctrine 
ttiat  the  people,  throof^  their  Le^atnre,  had 
no  right  to  mstmct.  we  should  thus  contrib- 
ute to  estabUsh  the  doctrine  that  Senators  of 
Qie  Federal  party,  if  hereafter  elected  from  the 
State,  wonld  be  liceDsed  to  disobey  instmctions, 
and  should  be  irresponsible  to  the  people,  as 
they  would  no  doubt  qnote  theu  very  resolu- 
tion$  to  prove  that  inspections  were  no  part 
of  their  political  creed.  It  would,  therefore, 
(repeated  Mr.  B.,)  be,  in  effect,  an  attack  on  the 
doctrine  of  instruction,  if  we  acquiesced  in  them 
^ther  by  obedience  or  rengnation,  and  would 
be  a  enrrender  of  a  great  qaesticm  of  pablio  lib- 
erty. Tbns  'we  shonld  be  placing  in  the  hands 
of  a  p(ditio8l  party,  already  denying  the  right 
of  instraotlon,  and  asserting  other  dangerous 
doctrines  in  regard  to  popiuar  rights,  an  im- 
moise  ei^ne  to  beat  down  those  rights.  It 
was  pladng  in  their  hands  an  instrument  which 
would  serve  as  a  sword  to  use  against  their  po- 
litical adversaries,  and  would  at  the  same  time 
be  oaed  as  a  shield  to  thelter  and  protect  them- 
Hbtet,  when  in  power,  fi-om  instructions.  He, 
therefore,  should  consider  the  abandonment  of 
bis  post,  under  such  circumstances,  as  an  aban- 
donment of  his  duty  to  the  jpeople  whom  he 
represented,  and  as  betrayi^  a  want  of 
firmness  to  meet  Ihe  msis.  He  could  not  re- 
spect himself  if  he  were  to  do  it,  and  he  sin- 
eerdy  traatecl  that  his  hlgfa-minded  and  Intelli- 
gent ooautitaentB  would  qipredate  his  motives 
and  the  deUoaoy  of  his  situation.  He  had  been 
BDStained  by  them  with  a  firmness  and  fixedness 
of  purpose,  for  a  period  of  more .  than  nine 
years,  throngh  many  trying  and  difficult  events 
in  public  affairs,  that  impreesed  him  with  an 
indelible  sense  oS  gratitude. 

He  had  never  sought  office  nor  desired  it  for 
himself;  nor  had  any  of  those  connected  with 
him  ever,  through  his  means,  enjoyed  office 
mider  this  or  the  past  Administration.  He 
tiierefore  appealed  to  his  constitnents  to  decide 
how  far  the  charge  of  party  servility "  ap- 
plied to  him,  w  to  his  pnbho  course.  Jji  order 
to  remove  all  donbts  as  to  the  motives  whish 
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actuated  him,  and  to  show  tiiat  he  desired  bis 
publio  course  should  be  tested  by  the  pc^ular  will 
of  his  State,  at  the  first  State  eleotims  which 
intorened,  be  had  oome  to  the  determinatka 
to  reaga  his  seat  in  tiie  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  the  next  Legislature  of  fals  Stafee^  what 
they  should  assemble,  ftx  the  RMldiie  of  his 
term  then  remaining. 

Ur.  B.  said  that  he  felt  deeply,  and  to  its  fidl 
extent)  the  great  respondbilitj^  of  hia  present 
ffltaation.  But  at  a  great  criua  in  our  piililie 
affairs,  when  the  very  existence  of  free  govav- 
ment  was  at  stake,  when  an  evident  cnBTort  wm 
making  to  strip  the  people  of  their  politkal 
sovereignty,  and,  in  effect,  to  transfer  it  to  tltt 
banking  coirtorations  of  the  country,  be  sbooU 
dare  to  do  his  duty.  To  falter  under  each  at- 
cnmstances,  and  in  such  a  crisis,  and  to  shiiak 
from  a  joet  renwnnbility  from  a  fear  of  come- 
qnenoeaL  would,  while  it  betrayed  an  nnbe««a- 
ing  timidly,  be  treocheiy  to  thoao  who  had 
committed  to  them  their  dearest  rl^^ta  and  ia- 
terests.  His  course,  therefOTe,  wu  taken,  gai 
it  was  for  his  oonstitnents  to  decide  on  h; 
and  to  that  decision  he  was  prepared  to  yield 
with  entire  deference. 

Hr.  Stbaitcib  «ud;  It  is  with  great  rdw- 
tance,  Mr.  President,  that  I  occupy  the  publk 
time  and  attention  of  the  Senate,  npcMi  matxen 
which  seem  properly  to  rest  iMtwem  oar  ecn- 
stituents  and  my  colleagoe  and  myaelC  Two 
considerations,  however,  prompt  me  to  oeeap; 
a  portion  of  both.  The  one  is,  the  establisbcd 
practice,  so  Car  as  I  am  able  to  jndg^  prevailiDg 
m  thia  body,  on  like  oocanions ;  and  the  otbs'. 
its  being,  in  my  Judgment  the  most  oonTenieiS 
and  respeotftd  mode  of  throwing  immed^atdf 
before  our  constituents  our  pmpoaes^  with  a 
short  statement  of  the  reasons  whudt  goretnm 
I  find  myself  in  one  of  the  most  raponsililt 
podtions  I  have  ever  occupied,  and  my  aaxioM 
wish  has  been  so  to  act  as  to  ensure,  at  leaet, 
the  unwavering  approbation  of  my  own  eco- 
science.  From  my  political  adversariea,  I  have 
learned  to  know,  by  sad  experience,  that  I  hare 
no  favor  to  hope  for,  and  not  even  justice  to 
expect.  Act  as  I  may,  my  condact  will  be  mil- 
represented  uid  my  motives  impeached.  Erm 
from  my  political  friends,  I  have  reason  to  ap- 
prdiend  divisicHi  in  their  jodgmeot  of 
comae,  while  I  know  they  wiU  do  jnstMe  to  mf 
motives. 

The  resolntions  just  read  come  from  a  aonree 
entitied  to  my  highest  respect  and  most  de&r- 
entiol  consideration.  They  are  firom  tbeLe^ 
latore  of  a  State  to  which  I  am  deeply  indm- 
ed,  ways  without  number.  Though  bnt  an 
adopted  son  of  that  State,  she  has  hevpei  npoo 
me  kindnesses  iar,  very  far,  1>eyond  my  deserti, 
and  I  have  enjoyed  golden  opinions  ikr  bevowl 
my  meritsfrom  all  sorts  of  people.  Thoo^  not 
a  native  of  the  Stste,  there  has  my  heart  found 
the  objects  of  its  tenderest  afibeticma,  and  thith- 
er does  it  turn  instinctively,  when  the  mafic 
word  "  home  "  stirs  within  it  those  holy  aaaocta- 
tioni  whiofa  no  other  word  has  poww  to  awidBM. 
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Ooming,  then,  from  such  a  soarce,  how  gladlj 
would  I  have  found  myself  able  to  follow  in 
any  direotion  to  which  they  might  point  1  how 
idieerftilly  have  reposed  apon  such  a  oomuellor, 
and  thrown  off  the  respcMuibility  of  acting  upon 
my  own  fidUUe  Judgment  1  Had  tbtte  reaoln- 
tions  been  eonched  in  terms  of  command,  no 
altematlTO  wonld  have  been  left  me  bnt  obe- 
dience or  resignation.  Ooming  as  they  do,  mere- 
ly in  the  language  ctf  ooansel  or  adTio&  I  ahould 
unheritatingly  follow  that  oonnsel  oonid  I  do  so 
oonaiatently  with  my  sense  of  duty  and  my 
own  self-respect.  Bat  the  two  first  of  these 
resolntioni  counsel  me  to  that  which  not  all  the 
terrors  of  an  auto  de/e  could  indooe  me  to  per- 
form. Gracious  Heaven  I  to  place  upon  the 
everlasting  records  of  my  country,  my  own 
deolarati<Hi.  that  I  had  violated  her  ocHutitntion. 
upon  the  in&mooB  motive  of  party  servilify  I 
No !  BOfmer  woaH  I  bite  off  my  tongue,  and 
api%  it  iMok  in  tiie  &oes  of  tiiOBe  who  hadoonu- 
■elled  such  in&my,  however  )dgh  and  di^iifled 
the  statioos  they  might  filL  No  I  conscious  as 
I  am  of  having  been  actnUed  in  what  I  did,  by 
motives  of  the  hig^t,  the  purest,  the  most 
patriotic,  X  am  proud  to  have  my  name  associ- 
ated with  the  act,  and  am  content  that  posterity 
may  judge  of  me  by  it  alone.  Ifistaken  I  may 
have  been,  but  never  was  corruption  farther 
from  my  heart.  If  those  were  corrupt  who  did 
the  deed,  what  were  the  Legislatiu^s  of  the 
noble  States  who  commanded  it  to  be  done  I  I 
myself,  in  the  part  I  acted,  bnt  conformed  to 
tiie  e^iren  instmotionB  of  the  iMiditnre  of 
North  Oarolina.  A  Leglslatare  elected  whan 
that  qiMstion  was  distinctly  bdbre  the  peopla; 
and  notwithstan^ng  those  instruotions  were 
given,  a  Legislature,  a  minority  of  which  was 
uvorable  to  those  instmctioDS,  was  again  elect- 
ed. I  oould  not,  therefore,  with  proper  reroeot 
to  the  Legislature  and  people  of  NorUi  Oarwna, 
by  whose  command  the  sot  was  done^  eensoxe 
it  in  the  manner  proposed,  if  there  was  nothing 
else  to  restrain  me. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  in  thos  remarking  upon 
the  resolutions,  to  impeach  the  motives  or 
impugn  the  conduct  of  those  who  passed  them. 
My  own  opinion  is,  tiiat  &mi^  quarrels  should 
never  be  carried  beyond  the  paternal  domain, 
and,  if  I  have  any  thing  to  complain  of  in  the 
temper,  Ullage,  or  snbstanoe  of  these  restdn- 
tions^  on  a  diflbrant  theatre  will  that  complaint  be 
made.  Here,  at  least,  it  is  my  wish  and  my 
purpose  alwaya  to  speak  respectliilly  of  those 
whom  the  people  of  north  Oarolina  shall  see  fit 
to  elevate  to  high  places. 

The  terms  of  the  resolution  having  placed 
conformity  to  them  entirely  out  of  the  question, 
it  rem^QBto  be  considered  what  is  my  alterna- 
tive coarse.  Were  I  at  liberty  to  consult  the  sug- 
gestions of  impassioned  personal  pride,  I  sbomd 
certainly  resi^.  It  is  always  easier  to  retreat 
from  a  difficulty  or  danger  than  to  encounter  it, 
and  abide  the  issne.  When  a  man  gets  into  a 
nolWesl  difflcn}^,  tho  shsdes  of  private  life 
lum  nuDj  atfenwUve  ohaniu^  and  vpoa  titem 
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he  is  apt  to  cast  a  wishful  eye.  For  my  pfulL 
I  acknowledge  that  I  feel  myself  in  a  political 
difficulty,  from  which  I  would  wiUinglyretreat, 
if  I  might  do  so  with  propriety.  But  the  ques- 
ti(Ht  is  one  at  duty  simply,  and  not  of  dioice. 
If  it  is  not  my  duty  to  ree^;n,  it  Is  my  duty  to 
remain  here.  One  or  the  other  is  olMrly  obli-, 
gatory  upon  me ;  and  wUoh,  is  the  question ! 
As  I  said  before,  had  these  resolutions  been 
coached  in  the  language  of  command,  obedt* 
enoe  or  resignation  would  have  been  my  duty. 
I  accepted  the  trust  I  now  hold,  under  the  fidl 
knowledge  that  those  who  sent  me  here  expect- 
ed me  to  obey  instractions  when  receiv^  or 
resign.  Such  is  the  creed  of  the  political  party 
that  elected  me.  and  I  should  disappoint  their 
expectations  if  I  refused  to  act  upon  that  pria- 
<»ple;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  should  be 
guilty  of  treachery  to  them  upon  any  other 
ground  than  a  high  sense  of  duty,  I  surrendered 
the  post  to  whif£  tiiey  have  aangned  ma.  If 
the  Legislative  eleetums  in  Nortii  Carolina 
were  shortly  to  occur,  my  position  would  be 
dear  of  all  difficulty.  I  would  at  once,  at  the 
oloae  of  this  sesnon,  xetorn  back  to  the  peoi^ 
tho  trust  I  hold,  to  be  OMiferred  by  them  ac- 
cording to  their  pleasnre.  But  in  the  long  in- 
terval to  ensue  before  another  election  in  that 
State,  very  calandtous  results  might,  in  my  ap- 
prehension, attend  on  immediate  remgnation. 
Every  man  knows  that  a  most  important  polit* 
ical  struggle  is  now  going  on  in  the  land,  preg- 
nant, as  all  admit,  with  the  most  interesting 
conseqnenoea.  Each  psr^  is  foil  of  hope^  ana 
expects  victc»y  in  the  issne.  A  ftather  m^ 
torn  the  scale.  The  dlminnticn  of  force  on  one 
side,  or  a  slight  aocesRcm  on  1^  otiier,  may 
decide  tiw  controversy.  And  shall  I  oast  in  a 
feather  into  the  soalo  of  my  adversaries  f  It  is 
my  dn^  to  stand  hwe,  and  do  my  utmost  in 
aaranoement  of  those  printdples  which  I  hQld 
sacred.  It  is  my  daly,  if  -  for  no  other  reason 
but  to  keep  those  out  who  would  certainly  be 
sent  in  my  place.  I  know  there  are  many  men 
of  both  parties  in  North  Oarolina  who  are  bet* 
ter  qnahfied  than  myself  to  fill  this  station. 
Bat  of  the  many  able  sons  of  North  Oarolina 
who  differ  with  me  in  political  opinion,  and 
for  whom  I  have  the  hi^^est  personal  re^ieet, 
I  should  relaotantiy  see  any  ono  hen  at  the 
present  moment.  Those  who  sent  me  hon. 
tiierefore,  have  a  right  to  expect  that  I  wiS 
muntain  my  post,  unless  driven  from  it  by 
some  paramount  principle^  and  that  I  do  not 
abandon  it  in  a  cowardly  manner,  upon  the 
ocourrenoe  of  the  first 'difficulty.  There  is  but 
one  great  and  paramount  principle  which  cun 
be  for  a  moment  supposed  to  demand  my  resig- 
nation ;  and  tiiat  is  the  doctrine  of  instruction. 
Upon  that  doctrine  my  colleague  has  folly  and 
ably  enlarged.  Am  I,  then,  by  any  creed  upon 
that  sabject,  placed  in  a  Htoation  to  render  my 
resignation  a  duty !  Of  the  political  party  of 
which  a  mi|}ority  ef  those  who  voted  for  these 
resolutions  oonstitnte  a  part,  it  is  a  prineiple 
that  there  is  no  ri^t  in  the  Le^slaibire  to  ior 


North  CartHma  Jie$oltctiom  offemut  A»  Independemt  Treaemy. 


Digitized  by  Google 


726 


ABB3TOHBNT  OT  THE 


J^AXT,  1B89.] 


[26n  Cm. 


stract,  andf  eoDseqnentlj,  no  obligation  on  the 
port  of  the  Senator  either  to  ooej  or  resign, 
N'o  coi^Iamt,  therefore,  con  be  mode  bj  them 
of  any  oonne  which  we  may  think  propw  to 
adopt  Of  the  political  party  to  which  I  hare 
been  attached,  the  creed  is  to  be  fbnnd  in  lb. 
Letg^^a  celebrated  report  in  the  Yir^ia  Leg- 
ifllfttare,  and  in  the  uniform  practice  of  all  those 
Legislatnres  who  have  attempted  any  efficient 
action  in  Federal  affairs.  In  the  document 
before  mentioned  it  is  said,  "  Senators  are  in- 
•tmoted,  and  RepresentativeB  requested ;  "  and 
it  goes  on  to  give  the  reason  for  this  differ- 
ence of  language,  that  over  the' one  a  right  to 
oomraand  is  olaimed,  and  towards  the  other  the 
mere  tender  of  advice.  In  the  one  case^  they 
may  assnme  to  declare  the  popular  will  in  the 
language  proper  to  the  expression  of  wIU — 
tOTMHandj  and  when  so  expressed,  it  moat 
stand  fiHT  that  will,  whether  really  so  or  not. 
In  the  other,  fhdr  command  does  not  stand  for 
the  popular  will,  and  the  responribUity  still 
rests  npon  the  RepresentatlTe  to  find  out  what 
it  is.  This  differeuoe  of  langni^  has  been 
nniformly  used,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  learn, 
in  all  resolutions  adopted  by  Lu^atnresof  the 
different  States,  whenever  they  have  attempted 
any  direct  action  in  Federtu  af^rs.  They 
have  assnmed  that  the  Legislature  isrec<^ized 
as  embodying  the  popnlar  will  of  the  State,  so 
&r  as  Senators  are  ooooemed,  whenever  they 
think  proper  to  use  language  appropriate  to  the 
utterance  of  will.  Bnt  whenever  they  adopt 
<Hily  moh  language  as  they  msf  with  propriety 
use  to  a  Bepresentative,  in  addresnng  fhdr 
Senators,  it  is  not  intended  to  be  more  opera- 
tive npon  the  one  than  tiie  other.  In  the  one 
case,  tney  themselves  assume  tha  responubility, 
and  stand  between  the  Senator  and  the  people 
of  the  State.  In  the  oHher  they  do  not  under* 
take  to  ntter  the  public  will ;  but  while  they 
suggest,  leave  the  pubUo  servant  to  Judge  of 
that  will  nnon  his  own  responsibiUty,  Sach 
has  been  the  obvloos  understanding  of  all  the 

E receding  Legislatures  of  North  Carolina,  who 
ave  nndertaken  to  address  their  agents  in  this 
body.  From  their  earliest  action,  down  to 
1884,  when  the  resolutions  were  passed  com- 
mandlng  the  act  now  denounced  as  unconstitu- 
tional, and  dictated  by  parly  servility,  they 
used  tiiis  peculiar  phraseology.  Langnage  con- 
sists mwely  of  the  signs,  wUch,  by  common 
consent,  have  been  receiTed  as  representing 
particular  ideas.  Technical  langnage  frequently 
differs  from  oommon  language.  By  common 
consent,'  the  word  inttntetiffM  has  received  a 
technical  signification,  when  used  in  an  address 
by  the  Lef^tature  of  a  State  to  its  Senators  in 
Congress.  These  facts  were  all  known  to  the 
LegQlatnre  of  North  Oarolina,  which  passed 
the  rescdutiooa  under  consideration.  Was, 
then,  the  omis^on  of  the  word  nniformly  used 
.by  the  Legislatures  heretofore,  when  they  de- 
igned direct  ao^on  iroini  th^  Senators,  an 
aocldental  or  whlmncal  mUaaion  merely ;  and 
TBS  it  Intended  or  belierei  I2iat  thoM  and 


would  be  coefficient?   I  have  not  tliesli^tcct 
idea  that  it  was.   In  the  first  place  tbe  Uon 
belief  of  many  who  voted  for  these  readntios^ 
tliat  tbe  LogtoUitnre  has  no  ri^t  to  i»tm 
Senators,  mi  eonsequently  that  there  ii  » 
obligaticm  on  Senatora  to  obey,  fiwUds  tbe  iin 
They  could  not  have  Intended  what  thej  W 
lieved  they  had  no  right  to  do.  Biidi 
picion  woald,  I  am  persuaded,  do  them  grat 
injustice.  TheJnstconotnsionlB,tbattti^ment 
to  do  jnst  what  they  have  done — the  tamaaa 
of  their  belief  that  public  opinion  is  whstth? 
set  forth  in  those  resolutions  to  be  titeimn 
opinions,  believing,  most  jnatly,  that  while  tLn 
had  no  right  to  command,  their  opimnu  wodi 
be  moflt  respectfully  considered  by  thrar  8» 
ators.   The  omission  of  the  word  inatridiia 
was  designed.  And  whyt    Beoaose  it  n 
wdl  known  that  a  peculiar  fime  and  i%nii» 
tion  was  attached  .to  it*  and  an  operstiMgtn 
to  it  which  they  did  not  approve,  and  tttmiii 
did  not  wish  to  sanction  by  its  use.  Hut 
omission  was  derigned,  ia  fhr1h«r  prombj 
the&ct,  wbioh  is  amatterof  histw;,  tint  a 
both  Houses  a  proposed  amendment  bjrib  >■ 
sertion  was  rc^jected.   But  to  place  &e  tuB* 
beyond  all  doubt,  my  colleague  and  npili  ti- 
dressed  a  joint  letter  to  the  LegislatiiTe-ait 
inquiring  what  effect  they  intotded  tbdr  m- 
lutions  to  have— not  implying  a  doabt  wiaA 
we  did  not  entertain — ^bat  openly  dedvif 
what' we  firmly  believed,  that  wedw^  Kt 
^Id  them  as  instractions ;  at  the  sidw  tiat 
declBrine  our  purpose  to  obey  or  rw^ 
we  be  butroete^  Thialetter  waswritUaa 
the  moat  peiflwt  cfocerity  and  good  lUth.  I 
care  not  who  may  tlunk  pn^wr  to  qntstidsfc 
I  can  appeal  to  God  and  my  own  cowciwj 
for  my  truth.   But  it  is  also  known  to  ten* 
here,  to  whom  I  declared  my  determiniiiM''' 
redgu  if  my  ooDstruction  of  Uie  resolntkms** 
prouonnced  erroneous.    It  was  not  »  {kv- 
nounced.   We  received  no  answer  to  ow  c» 
mnnication.   The  vindication  of  mywitatj 
in  addressing  that  letter,  therefore,  P^^^^ 
a  strong  consideration  agidnst  redgnatioo.  Ill 
resign  now,  it  may  be  justly  said  th^  ^"j 
wrote  my  letter  to  the  Leg^datore  I  conadoia 
these  resuntiona  aa  instructions,  in  the  bee  a 
my  declaration  to  the  contrary,  and  szn  ner 
Ixnne  down  by  the  weight  <n  mj  cotth** 
I  stiU  tiiink,  as  I  thought  tiien,  thst  therix 
not  instructions,  either  in  fact  or  aooortii^  » 
the  intention  of  most  of  those  who  voted  fa 
them ;  and  so  believing,  the  altenutin  « 
obedience  or  resignation  is  not  presented  to  i* 
Is  there,  then,  any  obligation  ujwn  me  to  reagi 
Does  any  human  bwiw  perceive  «>y' 
can  point  it  ont  ?   Perfect  obedience  is «t« 
the  question.   It  follows,  then,  in  nj  jwT 
ment,  that  for  the  present  it  ia my  *ta^J[**r 
main  here,  and,  while  I  do  not  treat  thert** 
tions  as  instructions,  I  will  show  theai  lU  w 
respect,  and  ^ve  to  them  such  inflaeacs  on* 
myoonidnotas  my  judgment  m^ippK"* 
have  aaid  that  had  tbe  L(«Uatora  Mt  dvfl( 
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the  ensuing  ^ear,  Z  would  resign  at  the  close  of 
this  session;  bnt  it  Is  still  mf  pnrpose  to  af- 
ford the  sovereign  people  of  North  Carolina  the 
eaiikst  opportanity  ox  deoidiog  the  important 

r^on,  07  what  dass  of  politicians  thej 
se  to  be  represented  in  this  bodj.  The 
L^islatare,  at  Its  first  biennial  session,  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  selecttng  for  the  seat  I  fill 
a  Democrat  or  a  Federalist;  one  Irho  thinks  it 
right  to  wipe  off  the  foal  and  nnjust  stigma 
east  upon  the  fame  of  Andrew  Jackson,  or  one 
who  is  for  peroetoating  it  through  all  genera- 
tions. This  they  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
doing,  under  a  fi^r  expression  of  popular  senti- 
ment, and  to  the  people  of  Hortn  O&rolina 
will  I  oheerflilly  submit  the  issue. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Eentnoky,  contended  that  these 
rcflolutions  were  neither  indecorous  nor  disre- 
roedftal.  [Ur.  Sxsanos  stud  he  made  no  alln- 
non  to  diarespeotflil  language.]  Ur.  0.  s^d  he 
understood  at  least  one  «  tiie  Senators  to 
a»j  tbat  one  of  the  resolutions  was  dlsreapeet- 
m  to  the  Senate.  [Mr.  Bboww  si^d  he  spoke 
of  one  of  the  resolutions ;  but,  emanating,  as 
they  did,  from  the  L^slatnre  of  his  State,  in 
no  possible  oontingeuoy  could  he  have  refosed 
to  present  them.]  Mr.  O.  said,  if  there  was 
indecorum,  it  was  his  duty,  nnder  the  rules  of 
the  Senate,  not  to  present  the  resolutions. 
[Mr.  Bkowh  si^d  there  was  a  very  marked  dif- 
terenoe  between  the  Legislature  of  a  sovereign 
State  and  individuals,  on  this  subject.]  Mr.  0. 
said  he  was  not  aware  tiiere  was  any  such  dU- 
tinotlwi  In  the  mles^  and  if  the  Legiustnre  t^a 
State  nsei  ffisrenteetftil  langnage,  H  is  no  more 
to  be  received  uuca  if  it  were  from  a  private 
citizen.  But  the  Senators  gave  as  a  reason 
for  not  complying  with  the  resolntions  of  the 
Le^ature,  that  they  did  not  contain  thd 
word  "  instruct."  He  thpoght  it  was  infinitely 
more  respectful  to  those  receiving  the  instruc- 
tions, not  to  use  the  word  instruct.  Sir,  sup- 
pose I  say  to  my  man  Oharles,  please  bring  me 
my  boots  or  shoes,  and  he  does  it  with  alacrity ; 
but,  if  I  should  Bay,  Charles,  I  instruct  yon  to 
bring  me  my  boots,  he  woald  think  it  strange 
language,  aiid,  very  probably,  would  ask  me 
for  an  ezidanation.  Mr.  C.  said,  while  tiie 
Senators  expressed  th^  di^nollnation  so 
strongly  to  obeying  these  {nstractions,  tbey 
■ewned  altt^ther  to  overtook  that  thei«  was 
an  alternative  presented  to  them— that  of  resig- 
nation. 

Mr.  Stravqe  replied,  that  he  certainly  felt 
much  indebted  to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Gut,)  for  the  advice  he  had  seen  proper 
to  volunteer  on  the  present  occasion.  Bnt  it 
had  been,  very  long  since  it  had  been  his  wont 
to  look  for  p^tical  information  from  that  quar- 
ter. On  the  contrary,  he  viewed  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  with  all  his  talents,  rather  as 
a  beacon  than  a  guide,  and  when  a  course  was 
indicated  by  him,  generally  conddered  it  a 
reason  for  shnanii^,  rather  than  pursuing  it. 
It  was  not,  therefore,  to  he  omundeved  at  all 
remarkable^  if  his  suggestittu^  aa  tho  pwacnt 
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oocosionj  should  have  but  little  weight  The 
Senator  is  pleased  to  say  that  he  considers  my 
complunt,  that  I  have  neither  fovor  nor  Jnstice 
to  expect  from  my  political  (mponents,  a  Uttle 
gratanoos.  Ko  man  knows  better  where  the 
uioe  pinches  than  he  who  wears  it.  The  Sen- 
ator knows  nothing  of  the  ground  upon  which 
this  ooniplunt  is  made,  anjT  has,  therefore,  no 
right  to  say  whether  it  is  gratuitous  or  not. 
fife,  Mr.  S.,  had  said,  that  sad  experience  bad 
warned  him  not  to  expect  either  lavor  or  jus- 
tice from  his  political  opponents — and  he  siud 
so  truly.  Ana  now  that  the  Senator  had  some- 
what forced  it  npon  liim,  ho  wonld  remark, 
that  DO  man  hod  snown  more  comity  or  defer- 
ence to  his  political  opponents  than  himself; 
and  yet  not  only  the  scurriloos  partisan  news- 
papers of  the  country,  but  even  by  those  with 
whom  he  had  exahmmd  the  eourtesiea  of  life, 
and  from  whom  be  hw  parted  with  the  gram 
of  friendship,  had  his  motives  been  ass^ed  and 
his  condnct  impeached.  With  eaA  facts  before 
him,  he  might  well  say  that  he  could  expect 
neither  favor  nor  jnstice  from  his  p<^tioal  op- 
ponents. The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  he  sua. 
with  an  unfairness  and  coarseness  which  he  had 
not  thought  altogether  becoming,  had  observed, 
that  in  remarking  upon  the  impracticability  of 
obedience,  he  (Mr.  S.)  and  his  colleague  seemed 
to  have  overlooked  another  alternative,  and 
that  was  j^gnatlon.  Now,  unless  the  Sena- 
tor's senses  were  less  acute  than  usual,  he  must 
have  heard  both  him  and  his  colleague  very 
distbiotiy  advert  to  that  altomative,  and  him* 
self  to  declare  that  were  he  at  liberty  to  act  in 
obedience  to  his  own  feelings,  he  would  resign ; 
bat  that,  under  present  circumstances,  a  high 
sense  of  duty  to  those  who  sent  him  here  com- 
pelled him  to  remain.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tacky  then  takes  up  the  doctrine  of  instruction, 
and,  according  to  his  wont  in  the  absence  of 
argument  and  reason,  attempts  to  drive  us  from 
our  position  by  raillery  and  jest,  and  for  that 
pnrpose  parades  before  us  that  ever  favorite 
and  fertile  theme,  hia  man  Charles,  and  enter- 
tiuns  the  Senate  witii  a  dialogue  between  him- 
self and  that  distinguished  personage.  But  his 
illustration  has  no  application  to  the  subject. 
There  is  no  parity  between  the  rdationship 
subdsting  between  the  sovweignty  of  a  State 
and  its  representative  npon  this  floor,  and  that 
between  the  Senator  and  his  slave.  He  was 
^d  Mr.  S.)  the  servant  of  the  people  of  North 
Carolina,  but  not  their  slave,  or  the  slave  of 
any  ot^er  num.  He  served  the  people  of  North 
Carolina,  as  fiur  as  he  was  able  to  discern,  in 
compliance  with  the  public  wIU ;  and  when  he 
could  not  conscientiously  conform  to  that  will, 
he  woald  remgn.  Poor  Charles  had  no  sach 
altomative.  &  the  Senator's  title  to  him  is 
good,  he  is  his  slave,  and  he  must  yield  obe- 
dience  in  whatever  way  he  may  think  pfoper 
to  address  him:  he  cannot  resign,  "ffbetber 
the  S^ator  from  Kentooky  is  atue  to  peroeive 
any  diflbrenoe  in  the  dgnification  of^enteia 
tenn^  is  a  matter  with  whidi  he  (BCr.  &)  hod 
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nothing  to  do.  Wbea  the  L^cialatore  ^  Een- 
tncky  n>oke,  it  wonld  be  for  the  Senator  from 
Eentacky  to  interpret  its  language;  and  he 
(Mr.  8.)  would  be  very  far  from  indelicately 
obtradinK  his  advice.  But  when  the  Legisla- 
tore  of  North  Carolina  spoke  to  his  collcagQe 
and  bimseU^  it  belonged  to  them  to  interpret ; 
and  he  reo(^;nized  the  right  of  no  one  to  inter- 
fere in  the  matter. 

As  he  onderstood  the  opinioiis  of  the  people 
(rf' North  Carolina,  they  recognixed  a  di£^renee 
batweem  inBtruetions  and  othu*  language  nsed 
the  Les^Iatore.  When  he  was  elected  to 
present  position,  he  oame  into  it  with  a 
detennination  to  act  conformably,  as  far  as  poa- 
rili^,  to  the  popular  will,  the  principle  which 
the  Senator  from  Eentncky  had  admitted  to  be 
correct;  and  the  only  qaestioa  was,  what  was. 
the  popular  will  1  He  believed  a  part  of  the 
popular  will  in  Norlh  Carolina  was,  that  when 
the  Legislature  instructed  a  Senator  to  vote  for 
or  against  a  partioiilar  measure,  such  instruo- 
tioa  shonld  stand  with  him  for  the  popnlar  will, 
whatever,  in  tmth,  the  popnlar  will  might  be ; 
bnt  that,  when  not  instructed,  it  was  his  duty 
to  exercise  his  best  Judgment,  and  ascert^, 
from  the  several  aonroes  within  his  zeaoh,  what 
was,  upon  the  whole,  the  popular  wilt  He 
bdieTea,  therefore,  that  he  w<nild  act  in  e<m- 
farmi^  to  the  pnblio  will  in  North  Carolina, 
whenever  instrocted  by  the  Legislature  either 
to  ob^  or  resign ;  but  to  treat  every  thing  else 
ooming  from  the  Logislatiire  as  merely  adviso- 
ry, and  conform  to  it  or  not,  as,  in  his  jadg- 
metiL  it  either  did  or  did  not  concur  with  the 
popuar  will.  The  Senator  ftom  Kentucky  in- 
timate* that  our  bourse  of  reasoning  leads  to 
the  oondn»on  that  even  if  the  word  instruct 
had  been  nsed,  we  ehonld  have  been  at  liberty 
to  look  behind  this  legislative  declaration,  and 
ascertain  what  was,  in  fact,  the  popular  will, 
bk  his  (Hr.  S.*s)  Judgment^  the  reasoning  led 
to  no  moh  result,  bat  precisely  the  otmtxwy. 
T1m7  had  e^resuy  stated  that  they  believed 
tt  to  he  the  popular  will  in  North  Carolina, 
that  whenever  the  Legidatnre  instmcted,  such 
faistraotioofl  are  to  be  taken  as  the  popnlar  will, 
and  acted  upon  as  such ;  but  in  the  absence  of 
■Dch  instructions,  tlie  Senator  must,  at  his  own 
peril,  ascertain  th^  will. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  oondusion, 
rather  ungenerously,  as  he  thought,  chided  him 
tuid  his  colleague  for  not  bringing  forwanl  these 
resolutions  last  week  when  the  land  bill  was 
under  disonssion.  If  the  Senator  from'  Ken- 
tucky would  tax  his  reoc^ection,  he  would  find, 
that  at  this  session  of  Congresa,  upon  evei7 
test  question  upon  die  gradnation  biU,  both  hia 
oolleagne  and  himself  had  voted  against  it. 
Ab  he  had  end  before,  he  should  always  vote 
in  eooformity  to  the  wishes  of  his  State,  so  far 
as  be  could  understand  them,  when  they  did 
not  conflict,  in  his  jndgmAnt,  with  any  great 
principle  which  he  had  no  right  to  disregard. 
Idhst  year  he  voted  for  the  graduation  bill, 
vn^     he  now  thought)  a  nuataken  irapres- 
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sion,  that  pubUo  sentiment  in  North  CarcJiiifc 
if  not  in  favcn*  of  it,  was  at  least  qaiesomt- 
But  he  hoped  never  to  see  a  year  wben  he 
ooold  not  look  hack  and  say,  '*  I  am  wiser  thif 
year  than  I  was  last"  He  was  now  inclined 
to  think  that  the  majority  of  the  peojde  of 
North  Carolina  was  opposed  to  tlie  bill,  and 
should  therefore  unhesitatingly  vote  againrf 
it  ■ 

Kr.  Bbown,  in  rising  to  reply  to  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Czat,)  who^  with  his  «e- 
ctiitomtddeUeaey,  had,  in  a  very  extnordiaair 
manner,  inwentoa  himself  before  that  body,  to 
arr^gn  the  course  of  1^  odleiaiie  and  himatU, 
said :  That,  in  the  outset  of  his  remarks,  he 
should  protest  against,  and  peremptorily  dial- 
lengOj  the  right  of  the  Senator  to  interfere  in  a 
qu^tion  purely  between  themselvea  and  their 
constituents.  What  right  had  that  Senattn- to  as* 
Bume  upon  himself  the  author!^  thus  attempted 
to  be  exerased  by  him  I  From  whom  did  he 
derive  his  authority?  Where  were  his  credcst- 
tials  ?  Who  had  constituted  him  thdr  attor- 
ney, in  fact,  thus  to  arraign  the  cooise  of 
members  on  this  floor  f 

Having  folt  it  to  be  his  du^  tkatB  en^ihiti- 
oally  to  exoept  to  the  assumed  power  m  the 
Senator,  and  considering  that  he  Lad  been  fair- 
ly ousted  of  ibe  Juris^ction  that  he  had  aonght 
to  assert,  he  would  now  go  a  step  forther,  ud 
say  that  he  should  peremptorily  decline^  froa 
high  considerations  of  what  was  due  to  himdf 
and  his  own  rights,  to  notice  any  of  the  topics 
iiibx>duced  by  him,  or  to  join  Issue  with  him  m 
any  one  of  the  questionft  whidi  he  seeks  to 
raise,  in  reference  to  the  manner  of  disdisjpiy 
our  duties  as  members  of  this  body.  boT- 
ever,  he  had  considered  it  incumbent  on  bile- 
s' to  refuse  to  ^in  issne  with  the  Senator  oa 
any  of  the  topics  rus^  by  him,  yet  thm  wen 
some  other  thingi  which  it  was  his  purpose  to 
say  to  him  b^ore  he  concluded  his  leumtkM, 

In  the  flzit  place,  his  tsonitttueDta  would  no 
doubt  feel  exeudingljf  chUntdto  tiiat  gentle- 
man, whose  political  course  had  long  been  di^ 
tingnished  for  its  peeuUar  deeotion  to  Sonfhoa 
interests,  for  having  volunteered,  on  the  pres- 
ent ocoauon,  to  appear  as  the  champion  of  their 
rights.  The  fHends  of  the  great  right  of  io- 
straetion  will,  do  doubt,  in  every  purt  cnT  the 
country,  learn  with  no  little  surprise  that  the 
Senator  has  become  its  advocate  and  eulog^l 
What,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  Senator  from  Kentockj 
now  assuming  to  pronounce,  with  oraeular  cer- 
tainty and  authority,  the  true  doctrines  of  the 
right  of  instruction  I  How  long,  he  would  asL 
had  it  been  since  that  gentleman  had  entitlea 
himself  to  beooDke  its  teooher  and  expounder  I 
Was  it  fivm  the  eminent  serrioea  rendered  1^ 
him  to  its  principles,  when  instmctioM  wen 
Cfflning  ftom  a  nufjority  d  the  States  of  thii 
Union  to  their  Senators  on  Uiis  floOT,  direotiag 
them  to  sustain  the  lato  Administration  ia  the 
mighty  conflict  then  waging  against  It  by  tiie 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  wditied 
puty  acting  hi  cwoert  with  it!  Vhooossnoc 
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*em«inber  tiiat  gentlemaa's  oourae  <mi  that 
most  importint  oooarion  9  A  mq|<»it7  of  the 
States  of  this  Unicai,  beBeTing  that  a  great 
laMs  inonr  pnUio  afiUn  had  arriTed,  Mat  reiH 
(dntioDB  here  to  their  Senatora^  instmonng  than 
diroctlr  and  peremptorily — not  resoIntiBns  bo 
ftramed  aa  to  he  in  effect  frandoloit  ia  regard 
to  that  great  tight,  bnt  resolnUons  oommanding 
tiimr  Swatora, In  terms  plain  and  unequivocal, 
to  cany  cat  their  wishes.  Did  the  Senator 
then  stand  forth  as  their  defender  and  vindtca- 
tor  i  Did  he  exhort  the  large  number  of  his 
political  triends,  then  boldlj  violating  and  de- 
fying poritive  inBtmctions,  to  respect  that  great 
doomne  I  No,  seii  Ur.  B.,  his  course  was  £ar 
otherwiscw  We  then  heard  daily  anathemas 
from  his  poliUoal  Mrads  against  inatraotions: 
the  popular  voice  was  scouted,  iltfaoogh  it  had 
been  expmsed  in  some  instaaoes  Cwias  w  <Ari« 
to  some  of  the  gentleman's  fHendsy  In  Hie  sh^ 
of  positive  commands,  and,  stanung  foremost 
among  those  who  animated  them  to  noBi  the 
will  of  their  constitnentB,  and  exhorted  them  to 
nnyielding  firmness  in  that  coarse,  was  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  himself;  and  yet  he 
now  undertakes  to  become  a  lecturer  to  others 
on  the  great  principle  of  instmction  I 

Who  did  not  remember  the  reception  given 
in  this  body,  daring  the  famous  panic  session, 
to  the  instmctions  sent  by  the  patriotic  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  to  her  Senators,  the  first 
movement  of  the  kind,  directing  them  to  vote 

Pre^^t^aokson,  and  to  sostdn  bis  adminia- 
trafioB  agunst  the  war  tba  mged  by  the  Op- 
pontion  party,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States?  The  aide  Bepublicaa  Senator,  who 
presented  them,  was  assailed  in  debate  on  this 
noor,  his  State  Insulted,  and  even  the  oonmion 
courtesy  of  printing  the  resolutions  of  instmc- 
tion was  remsed  by  the  political  friends  of  the 
Senator,  who  then  held  the  power  in  this  body. 
Wi^  what  propriety,  then,  he  demanded,  could 
a  politioal  party,  who  had  trampled  on  the 
right  of  instroction,  scorned  and  contemned  tiie 
public  will,  by  the  most  high-handed  outrages, 
whenever  and  wherever  tiiey  had  possessed 
power,  with  what  propria^  conld  they  r«- 
pioaoh  othna^  in  nMrd  to  thdr  ooone^  whm 
no  inatniotlons  had  been  ^veD  them! 

His  oonstitoents  would,  no  doubt,  be  exceed- 
ing^ obliged  for  tiie  advice  of  a  ^ntionau  in 
their  affairs,  who  had  been  consplonoasly  asso- 
ciated as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  what 
was  &miHarly  known,  in  this  country,  by  the 
name  of  the  "  Coalition  Adminit^tion." 
Jawing  from  their  past  sentiments  in  regard  to 
it,  he  did  not  believe  that  they  possessed,  at 
this  time,  any  very  strong  desire  to  witness  its 
restoration  to  power  in  any  shape.  If  one 
member  of  that  bygone  administration  had  a 
r^t  to  interfere  in  their  afi^urs,  by  offering 
advice,  the  great  poUtical  high  priest. himself 
who  headed  it,  may,  with  the  same  propriety, 
claim  to  offer  his.  And  where  now  is  head 
<tf  that  funons  administntion,  and  what  ate  bis 
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daily  occupations  t  Fallen  frmn  what  was  due 
to  the  diffliity  of  hia  former  station,  he  la 
almost  daily  engaged  In  the  disgusting  and 
wretohed  pursoit  (s  AioH6ion  agittd^on  I 

Where,  Mr.  B.  would  a^  were  the  poUUedl 
j^-tsndr  <xrthe  Senator  from  Kentooky,  who  re- 
sided north  of  the  Potomac,  with  some  honor- 
able exoqitions,  to  be  found  on  that  question  ? 
The  great  mass  of  them  were  found,  in  the  two 
Houses  of  OtMigress,  and  in  the  Le^alative  halla 
of  .their  respective  States,  pursuing  a  course  ia 
direct  Juiatuitp  to  the  South.  There  was  not 
a  State  Le^latnre  north  of  the  Potomao,  in 
which  the  political  fiiends  of  that  Senator  had 
obtidned  power,  nnleaa  In  thoee  where  slavery 
existed,  that  resolutions  attacking  the  rif^ts 
and  interests  of  the  Sontii  on  the  vitally  impor- 
tant question  of  slavery  had  not  passed  I  And 
be  it  Bud  to  the  immortal  honor  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  the  "Smih,  who  have  been  so 
scandaloosly  calumniated  oj  moat  ci  the  Fed- 
eral presses  of  the  South,  on  tJbat  qnsstion,  that 
while  their  Senators  and  Bepresentatives,  in 
almost  an  entire  body,  have  sustained  our  Just 
rights  in  the  two  branches  of  OtxigresB,  there 
is  not  a  siof^e  State  north  of  the  Potomac,  in 
which  the  Democratic  party  have  had  the  powor 
in  its  Le^fislature,  that  they  have  not,  in  the 
noble  spirit  of  justice  and  union,  passed  reeoltt- 
tions  strongly  tuttaining.^  righit  of  tiieb  dt- 
ter  oonfederate  States  of  the  South  1 

The  Senator  ttam  Eentodcy  had,  to  illoatrate 
hia  views  of  the  ri§^  <tf  instmction,  reftmd 
to  his  own  servant,  and  his  obligatiraB  to  obey 
hia  commands,  when  given,  "by  him.  In  aDna- 
ing  to  hia  remarks  on  thia  subject,  it  was  no 
p^  of  his  purpose  (said  Ur.  B.  )  to  join  issue 
with  him,  and  to  debate  that  p<^t,  as  he  in* 
tended  carefully  to  preserve  the 'ground  taken 
at  the  outset  of  his  remarks,  not  to  admit,  di* 
reotiy  or  indtrectiy,  his  jorisdiction  on  this  sub- 
ject, by  joining  issue  with  him  on  any  question 
which  he  had  thought  proper  to  raise ;  but  he 
would  answer  him  somewhat  after  the  Yankee 
manner,  by  asking  another  qnestion.  Let  ui 
suppose  (sud  Mr.  B.)  that  a  servant  who  desir- 
ed pcoapation,  had  implied  three  several  timea 
to  a  fiumer  or  planter  for  emph^moitt  ud 
that  that  fiumer  or  plants  had  tiiroe  time^ 
either  fhnn  a  supposed  want  (tf  h<Miesty  or  skili 
in  the  applicant,  in  pretty  plain  and  posi- 
itive  language,  i^ected  his  importonities  to 
enter  his  service :  what  would  be  the  opinion 
of  the  world  as  to  the  modesty  which,  under 
such  circumstances,  could  venture  a  fourth  im- 
portunity ?  He  thought  this  very  like  the  case 
of  a  distinguished  individual,  who  had  present- 
ed himself  three  times  to  the  American  people 
to  be  employed  in  a  certain  high  station,  and 
who  had  been  three  times  signally  rejected; 
and,  if  public  rumor  was  ^ow  to  be  OTodiied^ 
waa  again  prepared  for  a  fouith  reboff  by  the 
popiQar  voice. 

Again,  Mr.  B.  said,  his  orastitnents  would,  no 
doubt,  feel  and  ^)pre<date  adefenoe,  comingfrom 
age^leman  wlwee  almoet  entire  pnbUocoons 
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tat  a  flM^M  of  yeara  had  been  direotijr  at  war 
with  their  rights  and  interest!;  aSenatwwhose 
miscalled  American  qntem,  until  thrown  off 
determined  rerisCanoe,  had,  for  a  wnm  d  yeua, 
impoTeriahed  and  desolated  the  Sooth,  oppress- 
ed hw  citizens,  and  almost  rained  her  oom- 
meroe ;  a  Senator,  whose  favorite  sjstem  of 
policy  he  declared  most  solemnly,  in  his  opinion, 
had  ^med  a  more  fatal  blow  at  the  oonstitatioD, 
and  Union  <rf  the  States,  than  any  other  and  all 
other  measures  combined.  A  system  which 
had,  at  one  time,  shaken  the  pillars  of  our 
glonoQS  confederacy  to  their  very  fonndations; 
and  whidi  had  created,  and,  be  feared,  had  es- 
tablisbed  those  dangerous  sectional  pr^dlcee 
and  fedinffs  which  were  destined  to  endnre  too 
long  for  the  harmony  and  safety  of  our  coun- 
try. 

iSi.  B.  had  now  finished  saying  what  he  felt 
due  to  himself  and  to  the  occasion,  and  dne  to 
tiie  interfer«iee  which  hU  ranarks  were  in- 
tMided  to  repel 


Thdbsdat,  January  10. 
Graduation  BOL 

The  Senate  prooeeded  tofhe  ocmridentioo  of 
the  bill  to  provide  for  tlie  reduction  and  gradua- 
tion (tf  the  price  of  the  pnUio  lands.  Tfieqnes- 
lion  bdag  on  the  tniendment  anbmittea  by 
ICr.  Out,  of  Eentucky,  to  limit  the  reduc- 
tion to  lands  only  that  have  been  in  the  market 
fifteen  years,  and  to  tiie  quantities  of  60, 160, 
and  820  acres,  aoonding  to  the  rate  of  redoo- 
tion,  and  further  to  dis&ibute  the  proceeds  d 
the  sales  of  the  pablio  lands  after  1840  among 
the  several  States  of  the  Union. 

Ur.  Out  addressed  the  Senate  in  fimnr  of 
his  amendment,  after  which 

Mr.  BtJOHiNAir  addressed  the  Senate  in  oppo- 
rition  to  the  amendments,  and  in  fieivor  of  the 
Ull  as  at  present  amended;  after  which 

The  qnesticn  was  taken  oa  Ibr.  Out'b 
amendments,  and  th«y  were  rqfected— as  fol- 
lows; 

Tub.— Keisrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Eentucky,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Enleht,  HcEean,  Ueniok,  n«ntiss, 
BobUns,  Sodth  d'Lidiana,  Soattiard,  Swift,  and  Tip- 
ton—13. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
CaUioan,  Clay  of  Alabuna,  Foster,  Fukon,  Habbard, 
King,  Lhm,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Honton,  Nicholas, 
Kfflea,  Norrell,  Fre8t<»,  Rires,  Boaae,  BoUnson, 
8te«lg^  Walker,  Wall,  White,  ^dUams  of  Maine, 
WniiiunB  of  Hiss.,  Wriglit,  and  Yonng— 29. 

Ur.  BmrroN  then  submitted  the  fifty  cent 
clause  of  Mr.  Olat^s  amendment — to  permit 
actnal  settlers  to  enter  lands  tliat  have  been  In 
the  market  fifteen  yeara,  at  fiffy  cents  par  acre, 
the  quantity  being  lindted  to  eighty  aores  iac 
each  actual  settler. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to — as  fol- 
lows: 

•  Taaa— HflSM.  ADen,  Bayard^  Benton,  Clay  of 
AUNBDa,  Oi^or  K<ntaHk7,GritlMidBQ,IieitBr,mt 


too,  Kioc,  linn,  LnmpUn,  Lyon,  VeKeao,  Henid, 

Hooton, ln<^oUa,  NorvA  BotlM^  btttflB- 
diaiM,  Tipton,  Walker,  WiU,  mlUans  Hsu- 
flipfM,  and  Tonng — 21. 

Nats. — Heasts.  Brown,  Bodianan,  CUboan,  Hxn, 
Habbard,  Eni^  Nilea,  Frentia^  Freshm,  SiTt^ 
Koane,  Robbins,  Rossdee,  Southard,  Btnnge,  gvit 
Wall,  Williams  ot  XSne;  and  Wrig!it^l9. 
On  moti(Mi  of  Ur.  Out,  of  Alabama, 
Jhe  bm  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed  « it 
prrauit  ammded,  and 
Senate  a^oomed. 


TuaaoAT,  January  15. 
Gradvaiimo/thePrieee/thePMielmii. 

The  bill  for  the  gradoation  and  reduction  cf 
the  price  of  the  public  Umds,  came  np  is  tba 
unfinished  btmness ;  and  after  a  deute,  !n 
which  Uessrs.  Oalhouk,  Batabd,  Bobc^i, 
and  Cut,  of  Kentucky,  took  part,  ttie  questiia 
was  taken  on  ordering  it  to  be  engrossed  &ri 
third  reading  and  was  deluded  in  the  aSnia- 
tive— yeas  S7,  ns^s  28,  as  foDows : 

Tkas,— Hem.  Men,  Benton,  Boehann,  0? 
of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Foster,  Fulttn,  HW 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Kouttm,  KidKils, 
Niles,  Korve^,  Fierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  SmitlK^ 
Connecticut,  Sknith  of  bidiana/  Upton,  Viia, 
White,  WilUams  of  MimiBBlppi,  Wright,  and  Tms 
—27. 

Nats,— Means.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhwm,  ChTrf 
Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Daria,  Knight,  McKeu, 
rick,  Prentiss,  FMstra,  Rivea,  Boane,  BobUn^ 
^  Southard,  Spence,  Stna«e,  Swift,  TM|^ 
WaB,  and  WiUians  of  Urine— fiS. 


TEnmsnaT,  Janamrf  17. 

Oraduatvm  BUL 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  gradoaUoa  M 
reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  taut 
up  on  its  third  reading,  Uessrs.  Gut,  Car 
BooBavAH,  NnxB,  BmnoH,  snd  Ki» 
addressed  the  SeniBte,  and  the  qnestionoa  Ha 
passage  of  tha  bill  bring  taken,  ranMn 
follows: 

Tub.— Hessra  Allen,  Benton,  BBcbaDoi, 
of  Alabama,  Ooabent,  Faster,  Fydtoa,  HriiM 
KJiw,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lytm,  HontOD,  KkmM 
NUee,  Norrell,  Fierce,  Bobioson,  Serier,  anitb 
Connecticat,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tistes,  "^IfBt, 
White,  WilllaiiM  of  UWssIppi,  Wri^  sad  Tn« 

Nats.— Kessn.  Bayard,  Brown.  Oalboim,  CIiI« 
Kentodcy,  Grittcmden,  Davis,  Enigbt,  KcKeas,!^ 
rick,  Ptentiaa,  Fresttm,  Kves,  Roue,  RoWM^ 
glea,  Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Sinft,  TkHnadg^ 
Wall,  and  Williams  of  Uakie— 22. 


TmmDXY,  JanuBiy  24. 

Itoeeedt^thePtibUe  landt. 

Ur.  Baranr  Bnbndtted  the  ftaknrlng  iM^ 
tion: 
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Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tnasiuy  be 
directed  to  rniort  to  the  Senate  irtiether  any,  and  If 
any,  boT  miun,  would  have  been  the  deficit  In  the 
TreamiT,  If  an  aot  entitled  **An  act  to  qqiKqubte 
foe  a  lindted  time  the  jnoeeeds  of  the  a^es  m  the 
pnUie  lands  of  the  TToHed  SttUes,  and  for  grauUng 
land  to  certain  States,*  irhidi  paased  both  Houaes  of 
Congress,  had  reodTed  tiie  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  been  Mied  iqmn  iq>  to  tha  lat  da;  of  An* 
uai7,  1639. 

Hr.  Bkrtoh  olMorred  that  bis  reason  for  of- 
feriDff  tbis  reaolation  was  apparent.  A  resolu- 
tion liad  passed  the  Seoate,  calling  apoa  the 
Secretary  for  Information  as  to  the  amount  that 
would  hare  been  distributed  to  each  of  the 
States  of  tMs  Union  nnderthedintribntion  land 
bill,  vhich  was  vetoed  by  Freeident  Jacbton, 
had  that  bill  become  a  law.  An  answer  to  that 
resolatkm  had  been  rdceived,  hy  which  it  ap- 
pewwd  that  the  sum  that  woud  have  been  dis- 
tributed was  flfly-serai  and  a  half  miUions  vi 
dollars.  Kow  he  wished  also  to  ascertain  what 
now  would  be  the  deficit  in  the  Treasury  had 
that  distribution  taken  place. 

Hr.  NoBTSLL  rose  to  arul  himself  of  tiie  op- 
portunity preeeoted  by  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Misdonri,  to  correct  a  mistake  into 
which  the  Commiasioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  had  fallen,  in  the  table  which  he  had 
furnished  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  which  were  proposed  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  several  States  by  the  bill  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Out.)  which 
received  the  veto  of  President  Jackson  m  1838. 
The  Oomnuanoner  had  stated  that  certain  sums 
under  the  twelve  and  a  half  par  cent,  proposed 
far  the  new  States  In  that  bill,  and  oert^ 
specified  sums  under  the  geueru  distribution 
proDosed  by  it,  would  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
Hiouigan  and  Arkansas.  If  he  remembered 
rightly,  not  a  cent  would  have  been  reo^ved 
nnder  that  bill  by  either  Hiohigan  or  Arkansas. 
They  were  at  that  period  Territories  oi  the 
United  States.  No  participation  was  allowed 
to  them  in  that  bill.  It  depended  upon  the 
subsequent  pleasure  of-Congress,  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  another  law,  whether  Michigan  or  Ar- 
kansas, would  each  have  received  any  portion  of 
the  moneys  which  were  to  be  distributed,  if  that 
bill  had  become  a  law.  He  had  fdt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  make  this  statement  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  oonstitoents  at  home. 

The  resolution  was  then  laid  on  the  table  till 
to-morrow. 

Salt  Duty. 

Mr.  Bekton,  in  pursuance  of  notice  ffiven, 
asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  aboliati  ^e 
duty  on  salt,  and  to  repeal  the  filling  bounties 
and  allowances  dependent  upon  the  same. 

Mr.  B.  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in  ex- 
planation and  support  of  the  bUl ;  after  which, 
at  the  request  of  Jfr.  Davis,  it  was  hud  on  the 
tiUe  till  to-morrow. 


H0U8B  OF  BEPRE8BNTATIVKB. 
Thumdat,  January  24. 
^Snaneidl  Statement — ^^apentet  of  the  Govern^ 
ment,  Oomparatite  cTid  Aetuat—Inereate  ^ 
Bi^mdAture — Cau»e*  of  it — Difference  to- 
tieeenMepentes  for  the  Support  of  the  Qwerti- 
ment  ana  ExtixMrdma/rie*. 
Mr.  OuiBBKLEHa,  by  leave,  stated  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  wished  to  make 
a  report^  oontdning  at  large  the  views  <rf  'thalr 
committee  in  regara  to  the  state  oi  the  finances 
generally;  and  s^d  that  Uie  o(»nmittee  had 
come  to  uie  coDclusion  that,  should  Congress 
authorize  the  usual  amount  m  new  appropria- 
tions, and  the  three  millions  proposed  for  forti- 
fications, harbors,  &c.,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  provide  five  or  six  millions  for  the  Treasory, 
in  addition  to  all  resources  utd  recd^  codst* 
ing  or  contemplated. 

[The  report  haring  been  made,  H  was  read  as  fi4> 
lows,  and  afterwards  ordered  to  lie  od  the  table,  and 

be  printed.} 

Our  Federal  ezpMiffitnres  have  been  ra{rfdl^, 
though  Irregulariy,  Increadng,  from  1789  to  the 
present  time.  Tha  flactnations  appear  to  have 
been  idmaltaneoaB  with  an  inorearing  or  decreaong 
ravenoe— an  overflowing  l^easiiry  uniformly  pro- 
daring  a  sadden  augmentation  our  appropris- 
tioos.  Independent,  Qowever,  of  snoh  occa^onat 
extravagance,  U  was  natural  to  anddpate,  especially 
In  the  first  half  century  of  its  existence,  a  steady 
increase  in  the  civil,  military,  and  nav^  expendi- 
tures of  a  Government  which  lud  no  such  establiah- 
ments  at  its  origin;  and  particularly  in  a  country 
which  has,  in  so  short  a  period,  doubled  the  num- 
ber of  States  in  the  Confederacy,  enlarged  its  boun- 
dary of  settlement  to  near  fire  times  Its  extent  in 
1790,  increaaed  its  population  from  less  than  four 
to  near  seventeen  millions,  and  extended  Its  post 
routes  from  1,875  to  near  '18{i,000  miles. 

Before  notiring  the  permanent  expenditures  of 
the  Government,  tt  is  proper  to  advert  to  tboee  of 
an  oocasional  or  temporary  obaraeter,  wUdi  have 
very  largely  and  unavcddably  increased  the  amount 
of  our  annual  appropriatioos  for  a  fow  years  past ; 
these  are  in  the  Indian  branch  of  the  pi^ic  service. 
The  expenditures  for  Indian  lands  and  wars  have 
amounted,  within  a  few  yean  past,  to  about  fifty 
millions  of  dollars.  The  purchase  of  tfaar  lands, 
and  the  remoral  of  tiie  Lidans  b^ond  the  Usris- 
rippi,  were  unavoidably  ctmnected  with  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  however  It  might  affect  the 
various  tribes.  It  is  satis&ctory  to  know  that  their 
condition  has  been  ameliorated  by  removal.  The 
ad^don  of  thirteen  new  States  to  the  Union,  em- 
bracing within  tii^  boundaries  most  of  these  tribes, 
made  it  neoeaiary,  espedaUy  In  latter  years,  to  pui- 
chase  ihfdr  lands,  In  order  to  advance  <driUsation; 
to  remove  obvions  otistraetions  to  the  settlement 
and  cultivation  of  tbe  country ;  to  prevent  colllaion, 
and  to  preserve  the  lives  and  property  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  our  States  and  Territories  from  Indian 
depredations.  These  purchases  have  also  beeu 
founded,  almost  excladTely,  upon  compacts  formed 
irith  some  SUtea  more  than  thirty  years  ago ;  on 
our  implied  obligation  to  other  States;  aodonies- 
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olu^ns  and  spimniriations  by  both  Housei  of  Con- 
neie,  extending  toroogb  everj  administration  of 
the  GoTemment.  They  wer«,  moreover,  jnsUflable 
on  mere  financial  groonda.  By  referring  to  the 
doeameots  anaexed,  tt  win  t>e  aeen  tliat  we  luve 
•eqaired  by  Indian  treatiea,  rinco  tbe4th  of  Harch, 
1829,  about  one  hundred  and  ten  miOiona  of  acres. 
There  now  remaluB,  of*nnboagbt  lodian  lafids,  leaa 
than  thirty-five  millions  of  acres.  Ho  extraordinary 
expenditure  can,  therefore,  be  hereafter  anticipated 
for  this  object,  nor  is  it  probable  that  there  will  be 
Voch  extravagaDt  demands  upon  the  Treesory  for 
Indian  waxa,  owing  to  the  remoral  of  ahnost  alltha 
tribes,  and  to  a  cfaanee  In  the  plan  of  operations  in 
Rori^  but  priDcipuly  to  the  recent  increase  of 
the  army.  Ono-hdf  of  the  amount  expended  in 
theae  wan  has  aadoobtedly  arisen  from  the  extraor* 
^nary  expenses  arising  from  suddenly  calling  into 
the  field  numerous  bodies  of  militia  and  Toluntecrs, 
wUch  ve  were  obliged  to  do  In  consequence  of 
flw  loadeqpate  fbrce  of  the  regular  army.  The 
IncreaM  w  that  force  win  enable  Qorenmient,  In 
MMM  degree,  to  ^qwnae  wiUi  these  calls  in  future ; 
and  many  mlUions  In  our  annual  expenditures 
irfll  be  MTed  by  preventing  Indian  depredations, 
and  promptly  attpproaring  them  when  they  may 
qpcur. 

Oiring  to  apprapriationa  of  flw  character  refarred 
to,  and  to  o^ra  which  will  be  noticed,  there  ia  a 
T«7  conaiderable  apparent  increase  of  uie  Federal 
•zpen^torea  in  the  last  ten  years.  The  appn^a- 
tioDB  for  188S,  including  those  under  permanent 
acta,  amounted* to  about  thirty-eight  niUions  of 
dollarg.  Xq  comparing  these  with  ^e  expenditures 
in  1899,  the  following  items  will  be  found  in  the 
former  which  were  not  in  the  latter,  yiz : 

For  preventing  and  suppress- 
ing In&n  bosttlitiet,  91,000,000 

The  same,  and  for  the 

Cherokee  treaty,  6,140,000 

Bemoval  of  In- 
dians, annoo 

itiei,  to^  |s,oao,ooo 

Do.  do.  In  IMS, 

only  420,000 

2,640,000 

 $10,880,000 

For  appropriations  for  the  Post  Office, 
not  embraced  in  any  bill  aotU  and 
unco  18&e,  as  these  expenses  are 
paid  out  of  the  poatMcca,      -      -  |4,fi60,O00 

For  tfae  proteeUon  M  the  Horthem  fron- 
tier,   626,000 

For  a  nominal  item  In  the  nary  B]^n>* 
priation  bill,  beiiu[  a  mere  toaufor 
of  an  unexpended  appropriation  for 
the  gradual  imjaovement  of  the 
navy  to  the  yean  18S9  and  1840,  1,600,000 


17,066,000 

There  has  been  an  increase  In  almost 
every  branch  of  expenditure,  but  priaoi- 
pally  in  the  fiidlowing: 
The  spproprlatiODt  for  pen- 

aiooa  in  1888,  warn  92,068,600 

Do.  do<  nader  pmnanent 

nets,       ....  1,860,000 


S,40S»600 


[2Cth  Cma. 

Total  expenditures  in 
1829,  revolotlona- 
ry,     -      -  -9764,492 
lio.  do.  do.  other,  186,102 

  94g,6M 

  2,4S8,90« 

Harbors,  &a,  apprapriationa 

in  1888,  .  .  •  -  1,686,000 
ExpeQ<Utarea  in  1829,  -      -  606,000 

Congresnonal  cxpenaes,  ap- 
proprlationsln  18S8,  owing, 

m  part,  to  the  long  seasioo,  982,000 

Expenditures  In  1829,  •      •  467.000 

  si5,ooe 

Ught-honses,  ai^>ropriati<»u 

In  1888,  ■  -  ■  -  668,000 
Expenditures  in  1829,  -      -  291,600 

In  Executive,  Territorial,  judidal  and 
ntisoellaneous  expendhnrea,  -  880^008 


•S2,S2O,40« 

Our  naval  and  notary  expenses  have  been  great- 
er since  1829;  the  former  owing,  in  part,  to  tiw 
mMcrtdnty,  at  one  time,  of  oar  reUttiotis  with 
France,  and  the  latter  to  Indian  wars.  Bat  owex- 
penditures  have  been,  since  then,  Inr  i  riaai  A  ia 
every  branch  by  an  aognmitathm  ^  the  amoant  of 
commerdal  oreut,  vUra  adds  to  the  «oM  of  aHov 
BuppUes. 

In  examining  into  oar  expmditareB,  th«re  *3 
be  found,  in  many  of  tiiem,  much  abase  reqniri^ 
reform.  Two  branches  do  not  come  ynnnaRy  un- 
der the  eonsIderaUon  of  Googreas — the  expeoA- 
tores  for  the  Post  Office  service,  and  tfae  expaucs 
(^ooUeeting  oar  revenue.  Hie  former,  not  being  a 
charge  upon  tiie  public  Treasnn-,  (except  for  tfae 
expenses  of  the  Cfeneral  Poet  Office,)  are  regoUiH 
by  the  inoHne  from  postages,  whlra  are  uuinaBy 
increadng  the  nnmber  of  Our  rontes  and  tfae  &«• 
qnency  m  the  transportation  of  the  mails.  Of  the 
iiamenee  increase  in  this  branch  of  the  paSbl^  ser- 
vice, some  idea  may  be  formed  from  the  hiefcase 
in  the  transportation  of  the  malla.  It  was  sot, 
probably,  more  tlian  100,000  miles  in  1790 ;  846,468 
in  1798 ;  as  late  aa  1808  it  was  bat  8,604,800 ;  it 
is  now  84,680,202  miles.  Though  not  a  charge 
upon  the  public  Treasury,  we  are  bound,  as  tbe 
trustee  of  the  fiind,  to  see  that  it  ia  ailnilnlnli  ii  i 
with  economy,  in  order  that  our  mall  nmtea  may 
be  extended  to  the  remotest  quarters  of  the  Union. 
It  lias  been,  accordingly,  tbe  sul^ect  of  inveetig*- 
tion;  the  I>epartment  has  been  reorganised,  and 
is  believed  now  to  be  well  adndnlatered.  There  is 
charged  upon  this  fond,  for  the  service  <^  tbe  pres- 
ent year,  96,100,000.  If  it  is  designed  that  tUs 
imp(»iant  estabBshment  should  support  Hadf,  tbm 
seems  to  be  no  reason  for  discriminating  between 
the  expancKtarea  for  the  offices  througfaont  the  Union 
and  of  tbe  General  Post  Offloe,  by  4»arglBC  the  foi> 
mer  upon  the  fond  of  the  Depwteent,  lUDa  tbe  Irt- 
ter  npon  the  Treasury. 

The  expense  of  oolleotlng  our  re  venae  from  m- 
toms  unonnted.  In  tfae  first  ten  years  after  1789,  to 
about  9298,000  annually ;  for  the  last  ten,  ending 
81st  December,  1687,  to  91,282,000;  it  is  now 
about  a  million  and  a  balf.  By  reforring  to  tbe 
table  of  tonnage,  it  wHl  be  seen  that  tiie  amount  of 
tonnage  entered  from  abroad  has  increased  from 
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«Ofi,000  tons  in  1790  to  2,065,000  Um  in  1637. 
The  expenm  of  eoUeoting  tho  revenoe  wu  ia  1829 
(1,018,000,  and  la  18ST  i|l,492,000.  The  toiuiage 
entered  from  abroad  was  1,008,000  hi  1829,  and 
2,066,000  ions  in  1837.  The  annual  amount  «f 
reTenne  la  no  criterion  of  the  expense  of  collecUon, 
beeaose,  althongh  ve  have  reliDquisfaed  the  daty 
on  more  than  half  of  our  importationB,  the  gr^t 
IneieMe  in  tbia  branch  of  trade  enatei  a  necMty 
fi>r  an  btcmeed  number  4>f  inspeeton.  We  have 
alio,  of  late  yean,  mtroduoed  many  rery  compU- 
eated  prorUona  hi  oar  tariff  laws,  and  added  to  the 
expense  of  coIleotloD.  But  a  part  of  ttue  increase 
is  owing  to  the  neglect  of  Congresa  in  not  limiting, 
from  time  to  time,  the  namber  of  offlcen  to  be 
emfdoyed,  and  in  pennitting  the  collectors  to  pay 
the  whole  expense  of  our  coBtom-houses  out  of  the 
terenne  leceiTed,  without  eren  tnuuferring  it  to 
the  pubUc  T^«aaiuy.  Had  Congreas  periodically 
nmited  the  number  of  oar  officers,  directed  the  col- 
lectors  to  pay  all  the  money  receired  by  them  into 
the  Treostuy,  required  annual  eotimetes,  and  made 
specific  appropriations  for  this,  as  in  other  branches 
of  the  publio  eerrice,  it  would  have  operated  as  a 
aanoUe  check  (m  the  extmnganoe  of  aome  of  oar 
ooUectori. 

AHbonrii  the  subject  of  tonnage  is  only  iniUreotly 
owutected  with  the  qneetion  of  expenditures,  the 
committee  cannot  dismiss  it  without  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  HouM  to  the  fact  disclosed  in  the  ta- 
ble annexed,  that  whOe  the  American  tonnage  en- 
tered from  uiroad  increased  from  872,949  in  1829, 
to  1,299,720  tons  in  16S7,  the  fordgn  tonnage  rose 
from  180,743  to  766,708  tons  in  the  same  period — 
a  resatt  owing,  among  other  causes,  to  onr  unwise 
taxes  ou  nav^tioD,  and  to  an  abuse  of  credit  at 
home,  which  enables  foreign  nationd  to  buUd,  sup- 
ply, and  man  their  ships  cheaper  than  we  can,  and 
slowly  to  undermine  the  basis  of  our  naval  power. 

The  Lenalatire  expenses  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment tar  toe  first  tan  yearn  were  annually,  on  an 
average,  about  $171,000;  the  appropriations  for 
the  year  1888  were  $982,000.  A  part  of  this  has 
arisen  from  the  increase  in  the  number  of  members 
of  Congress;  but  thq  most  extravagant  increase 
has  occurred  in  the  contingent  expenses  of  both 
Houses.  In  the  first  ten  years  thesi  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  $10,000  annually ;  while  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  past  year  were  $878,960.  AJuiough 
under  the  immediate  observation  and  exclusive 
control  of  Congress,  tiiere  ia  no  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic service  where  there  has  been  more  abuse  and 
extravagance.  Thousands  of  documents,  in  many 
instances  of  no  importance,  are  aonu^y  printed; 
and  tiie  omtlngent  funds  of  the  two  Honiea  have 
been,  tor  some  years  past,  charged  with  the  ex* 

Sense  of  fhmishin^  members  with  books.  There 
as  been,  and  remams  to  be  paid,  on  two  contracts 
alone  of  this  character,  $781,028  87,  not  only  to 
supply  those  who  are  actually  in  Congress,  but 
others  who  have  not  been  members  for  many  years 
past.  Should  SQOh  expenditures  be  ctmtinned,  this 
will  very  soon  becmne  an  important  item ;  and  hi 
any  event,  a  large  amount  wIU  still  be  required  to 
fulfil  contract  for  books  in  no  manner  belonging  to 
the  le^timate  contingencies  of  either  House  of 
Congress. 

The  expenditures  of  the  Executive  Departments 
were,  in  tiie  ten  years  after  epedfic  aj^jropriations 
were  made,  about  $196,000  annualh;  the  appro- 
priation fbr  1888  wu  $796,000^  lUi  it«m  hu 
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steadily  increased  with  the  growth  of  our  country 
and  Ite  various  estabUshmewto,  requiring  Executive 
agency  and  superintendence.  Something  would 
probably  be  eaved  if  there  were  one  conUngent 
nind  under  the  control-  of  the  Secretary,  for  all  the 
offices  of  each  Department.  Our  complicated  sya- 
tern  of  accounts,  too,  was  established  many  years 
ago ;  and  a  more  judicious  orguiization  of  tiie  De- 
partments might  mtroduce  greater  simplicity  and 
economy.  It  is  impos^le,  however,  to  avoid  A 
uniform  increase  in  this  branch  of  the  public  espen- 
ditore,  while  we  continue  to  multiply  our  laws  at 
every  session,  which  must  be  carried  into  effect  by 
the  Executive  Departments ;  and  while  we  rapidly 
increase,  aa  we  have  done  of  late,  the  number  M 
resolutions  in  both  Houses,  calling  for  lofhrmation, 
and  fiequentiy  involving  great  labor  and  expense. 

Connected  also  with  the  Executive  Deparbnenti 
are  Tarioua  expenditures,  which  were  very  inooutid- 
erable,  or  did  not  exist  at  all,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Government — such  as  those  for  the 
Mlntf  Territorial  Governments,  the  coast  survey, 
arming  and  equipping  militia,  the  publio  lands,  and 
public  buildings.  These,  which  in  early  legislation 
w«re  quite  omn^Kntant,  now  amotud  to  near  a  mil< 
Hon  annnally. 

The  expense  of  the  Jo^ciary  in  tiie  'first  ten 
yean  after  specific  appropriations  were  made,  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  about  $61,000  annually ; 
the  appropriation  for  1838  waa  $484,000.  The  m- 
creased  expense  for  the  salaries  of  judges  has  not 
been  beyond  what  might  have  been  antit^t^ei 
The  expense,  however,  of  the  courts  of  the  united 
States  has  increaaedfrom  about  $80,000  to^2,00(^ 
which  is  the  estimate- for  the  present  year.  In  this 
branch  of  the  publio  service,  reform  seems  to  be 
required.  While  the  clerks  of  our  courts  are  ap- 
pomted  by  the  judges,  and  the  fees  of  tiie  former 
amount  to  a  much  laiger  sum  annually  than  the 
salaries  of  the  latter,  the  appointing  power  may  b* 
tempted  to  participate  in  the  prc^ta  of  the  enric- 
ship,  and  to  sanction  the  most  exorl^taat  charges. 
The  fees  of  our  district  clerks  and  attorneys  ought 
to  be  more  precisely  regulated  by  law,  and  the 
clerlts  ou^t  not  to  be  appmnted  by  the  judges. 

The  expenses  of  our  intercourse  witii  foreign 
powers  amounted  in  eariy  years  to  about  $60,000 
annually ;  the  estimate  for  the  present  year  la 
$266,484.  This  expenditure  waa  considerably  ang- 
mented  by  the  revolutions  in  what  was  formerly  de- 
nominated Spanish  America.  The  estimate  for  the 
present  year  is  not,  however,  so  great  as  the  ex- 
penditure for  1829,  which  was  $289,140  07. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department 
were  unimportant  and  irregular  in  eariy  years,  but 
all  the  expenditures  in  this  braneli  for  the  first  tM 
yean  amounted  to  less  than  $82,000  amtually ;  the 
estimates  for  1889  amount  to  1^06,960,  including 
some  q)i»opri^onB  not  for  current  expenses.  Tliis 
increase  is  owing  almost  exclusively  to  annuities  and 
stipulations  under  treaties  with  the  Indians  entered 
into  since  1789. 

.Having  no  military  ertal^rinaeot  wnthy  aC  no- 
tioe  at  the  ori^n  of  the  Government,  the  expendi- 
tures in  this  branch  of  the  publio  service  have  of 
oourse  increased.  When  it  is  c(Hisidered  that  the 
settied  area  of  the  United  States  has  increased,  ac- 
cording to  the  calculations  of  a  Ksentiflo  engineer,  in 
tiie  n^o  <tf  210^676  hi  1790,  to  1,018,6«4  in  1SS9, 
some  idea  may  be  ftaned  of  the  vast  extent  of  onr 
pnHBt  bonwlMi—i  and  m  ma^  wdl  doabt,iiot> 
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irithgtmJng  the  reoent  fnareio  of  the  «my,  wbettwr 
It  will  oltimBtdy  be  found  adequate  to  protect  all 
our  extensiTe  frontiers. 

Although  we  have  been  more  liberal  In  oar  naval 
appropriationfl,  that  «8tabluhme&t  stiU  bears  an  un- 
important rank  in  oomparison  with  tliat  <tf  every 
other  maritime  nation.  The  improTement  in  ateam 
navigation,  bowcrrer,  aeeufl  to  pnmilae  a  nenAutkm 
In  the  mode  of  conducting  maritime  mur,  which  may 
render  tbia  diffinence  of  leetimpwtauce  as  ft  r^;ardB 
existing  wtTiee,  and  may  requtoe  new  and  ooarider- 
aUe  expenditurea  in  thia  biaochof  the  pabHoaerfie^ 
which  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 

Theapprtqiriationa  for  roads  in  1888  were  |S40,- 
000.  llwre  was  no  auch  Federal  expenditures  In 
«aily  yean 

In  the  expMMM  fiv  U0it4KHiM8  there  haa  been  a 
ctntEdderabie  increase,  espedaUy  within  ttie  last  two 
years.  The  annual  amount  expended  in  the  first  tea 
years,  bduding  the  maintenanoe  of  tb«  establisb- 
ment,  was  leas  than  (86,000.  For  many  yean  past 
it  was  leas  than  $800,000  annually:  but  In  1887  It 
was  suddenly  Ineteaaed  to  |1,8S0,019,  and  Indnded 
$921,9«4  for  new  light^nsee,  fte.  U  1888  the  tp- 
jnopriatfons  amounted  to  $688,878.  The  eotimate 
merely  for  maintaining  the  existing  l^thouses  in 
the  year  IB89,  uoouats  to  $894,000.  The  appn^ri- 
ations  for  new  works  of  this  kind  were  authorized 
witbont  proper  examinations,  and  much  money  has 
been  wasted  in  this  branch  of  the  sertice.  Two 
jeara  ago  Congress  directed  such  examinations  to  be 
made  before  any  new  woric  sbquld  be  oommenoed. 
The  officers  reported  in  favor  of  suspending  the  ap- 
propriations for  thirty-one  of  the  number  of  woks 
Buthorixed  by  the  act  of  1887.  There  is  a  large 
amount  now  remaining  tmexpended  in  this  branch 
of  the  service. 

The  expenditoree  f<w  fortiflcationa  werelrfegolar  in 
tbeflrstyean;  but  from  1789  to  1798  tiienmnal 
arcnge  was  $108,000.  nie  appropr^rtfans  for  1888 
amounted  to  $1,016,000;  and  the  estimates  for  1889, 
$1,869,100.  ThispartitftbenationaldefenceisstiUin 
a  very  incomplete  state.  The  improvement  tn  steam 
batteries  witUn  a  few  yeus  past  renders  it,  however, 
a  question  worthy  of  inquiry,  whether  it  will  not  also 
prodneean  entire  rerolatliHi  In  tte  {dan  of  harbor 
dafonoe;  andiriielliwItwouldnotbemoetjDdidottB 
for  the  present  to  confine  our  expenditures  to  the 
armament  of  the  fortifications  we  have  finished,  and 
aiwait  the  result  of  inture  experiments  which  will  be- 
eome  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  floating  steam 
batteries  are  not  euperior  to  stationary  for^caUons 
tat  guarding  the  entrance  into  and  hi  defending  bar- 
ben.  Thm  ara  other  reastms  for  8uq>aufing  new 
a{^>ropriation8  for  1689.  Those  ndstbig  were  not 
made  until  the  7th  July  last,  and  the  act  directed 
that  ono>half  of  the  amount  would  be  expended  in 
the  present  year ;  and  there  remained  undrawn  from 
the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  January,  $704,869  66,  be- 
sides the  balances  in  the  hands  of  our  disbnrring 
offloers.  Under  such  dnnmistancea,  with  a  deficient 
revenue,  and  wUle  thm  Is  a  prabaUKty  that  a  dumge 
wQI  be  made  in  the  plan  of  barbw  desmce,  and  that 
the  pnblic  money  may  hereafter  be  more  advantar 
geoudy  expended,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
His  not  expedient  to  add  $1,969,100  to  the  large 
unount  qneqiaided  and  in  tbB  bands  of  distnraing 
oflkjeia. 

For  the  flnt  aix^and-tweoty  years  the  average 
amount  anmially  paid  for  psdmhb  was  less  than 
$8i,000.  Aa  lata  as  1814  It  ma  aboM  $80^000,  anl 
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in  1818  less  than  $70,000^  Tbe  kte  var  added 

about  $200,000  for  faivuids,  and  the  widows  or<ifl- 
dren  of  those  nim  had  £ed  of  wounds  reorived  in 
batde.  The  whole  pension  r(41  of  the  United  Sistes 
arishig  from  the  Revolutionary,  Indian,  and  British 
wars,  did  not  then  exceed  $800,000  annaaUy.  The 
^propriattmaforpanritmsintbepreaentyearamoDiit 
to  $2,600,000;  touiddi  are  to  be  added  ttie  pcima- 
ment  api»o|»utioa  of  $1,000,000,  and  nnexpended 
i^proi^atitHis  amounting  to  $741,000,  making  a 
aggregate  forpentioosin  1839  of  $4,241,000;  and 
we  have  now  obarsed  npon  the  pufc^  IVeiaBuiy  4S,- 
600  penuoners.  A 1411  was  passed  at  tbe  last  seaaan, 
without  debate,  and  approved  on  the  lost  day  of  tia 
session,  which  draws  mm  the  Treasury  in  the  pres- 
ent Tear  $1,872,000;  and  tiiaro  are  tinee  %tmuA 
pension  bins  now  pending  in  the  House,  wUch  would, 
if  adopted,  probably  donUe  the  annual  ankoant  ap- 
propriated forpenrions. 

This  result,  and  in  so  short  a  period,  could  not 
have  been  anticipated  by  the  framem  oif 
stitution.  The  claims  of  oar  revohttionnry  sol&cs 
rested  on  peooUar  grounds.  Their  eeiTkiee  and 
Bufferings  were  of  an  extrawcUnary  Ammeter,  sad 
we  bad  from  necearity  been  compiled  to  viohtB 
our  coDtraets  with  them.  In  their  case  we  wm 
warranted  in  departing  from  ordinary  nsage  wfaea 
our  means  were  ampU  to  indemnify  them.  Pea- 
riona  to  Invalids  and  to  the  widows  or  chil- 
dren of  those  who  are  kHIed  or  who  of  woaudi 
reonved  In  battle,  form  a  part  of  tho  contract, 
where  such  laws  exist,  between  the  Govemaeit 
and  the  soldier.  But  In  granting  pensions,  &■ 
we  have  done,  in  cases  where  ue  soldier  was 
neither  killed  nor  wounded  in  battle,  we  violated 
the  pension  prindide,  and  charged  tht  pobtk 
Treasury  with  half  pay  to  the  representatiTcs  of 
all  who  enlist  in  the  service .  of  Govenmot, 
whether  In  peace  or  in  war.  In  adffiUon  io  tte 
compensation  stipulated  for  their  senioea.  Friar 
to  1886  there  waa  no  departure  f^m  the  onfinaiy 
pension  rules,  except  as  to  BevolutionaTy  aolffim; 
but  in  that  year  provision  was  made  generally  fat 
pensions  in  ordinary  cases  of  death,  while  in  ths 
service,  after  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  whether  of 
wounds  or  not.  *The  same  rob  waa  oxtenMta 
the  navy  pensiAn  ftand,  which  will  be  Tery  boob 
destroyed  by  such  improvident  legislation.  Frier 
to  1887,  tills  fund  was  amply  suffident  to  providB 
for  our  naval  invalids,  and  for  the  widows  or  ^3- 
dren  of  those  who  had  been  killed  in  battle  It  was 
invested  In  stocks,  and  amounted,  on  tho  Ist  Hatch, 
1887,  to  $1,116,289  S8:  itis  now  lednoed,  nadcT 
the  operation  <tf  recent  lawa,  to  $M3,SU  09. 
Should  we  have  no  reform  In  tills  branch  of  l^s- 
lation.  It  will  be  diffloult  to  anticipate  the  amount 
which  may  be  annually  reqmred  for  this  ezpenfr 
ture.  If  we  continue  to  grant  pensions  In  cases  of 
ordinary  death,  in  peace  or  In  war,  the  represent- 
atives of  those  who  are  em{doyed  In  the  ndStaiT 
service,  and  to  all  in  the  nav^  service,  we  Aa 
aoon  fiidlow  the  example  of  aomo  nuHiarddes,  and 
extend  our  penrion  roll,  and  with  equal  Jnatlee,  to 
the  repreaeMatives  of  all  who  die  In  Ao  civa  tm- 
idoymenta  of  Ooremment 


*  Tho  ut  of  188S  did  sot  Indndo  all  who  dlod  In  the  mili- 
tary serviee,  titer  th«  Both  April,  KI&,  but  «iiibT«ced  mllitii, 
nagm,  Ma-ftnelblea,  and  voluateera,  and  one  or  mora  tpt- 
dal  actswm  paaed eitabUahlag  tho  lanw  prine^atw 
ttsiagularMmyi 
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The  committoe  feel  U  to  be  their  duty  to  briogto 
the  special  notice  of  the  HooM  the  heavy  and  rap- 
idly increasing  expenditorei  upon  harbors  and 
rWers.  Thifl  Item  waa  unknown  in  the  early  legiaU- 
liou  of  the  Federal  Govenunent.  The  first  appro- 
priation was  made  in  1802 ;  but  prior  to  1816  only 
f3d,449  bad  been  expended  upon  two  works,  con- 
nected directly  and  Uidirectly,  with  nary  yarda  and 
light-hooMs.  In  1810  and  1819  two  other  aj^ro- 
priations  were  made,  amounting  to  #84,000,  both 
connected  with  ligbt-nonses.  Afew  approiuiations 
were  made  in  1820,  1821,  1822,  and  1828,  in  the 
neighborhoods  of  light-houses  and  navy  yards, 
amounting  altogether  to  $51,150 ;  and  in  182S  two 
harbor  surreys  vera  authorized,  at  an  expense  of. 
tSfiO. 

After  we  had  adopted  the  policy  of  rai^gmore 
revenue  than  was  required  for  Federal  purposes, 
and  as  the  period  approached  for  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt,  this  was  one  of  the  new  branches 
of  expenditure  resorted  to  in  order  to  absorb  a 
contemplated  surplus.  Accordingly,  and  for  the 
first  time  in  tlie  history  of  oar  le^siatimn,  an  act 
was  passed  on  the  flOth  of  Kay,  1826,  ^fto  im- 
proving certain  hari>or8,  and  the  navigaUon  of  cer- 
tain rivers  and  creeks  ;  and  for  anthorizing  surrejrs 
to  be  mode  of  certun  bays,  sounds,  and  rivers, 
therein  mentioned."  On  the  2d  of  Uarob,  1827, 
this  was  followed b^  a  regular  annoal  bill,  "to  au- 
thorize the  improving  of  certain  harbors,  the  build- 
ing of  piers,  and  for  other  purposes."  These  ex- 
penditures Immediately  increased.  In  1827,  to 
182,1100;  In  1828,  to  |121,000;  and  in  18S9,  to 
$505,000.  In  1888,  the  ai^priations  were  mora 
than  a  million  and  a  half,  and  the  estlmatea  for 
1839  amount  to  $1,718,000. 

The  aggregate  amount  already  appropriated  for 
these  works  is  $8,919,048  66,  besides  oanal  stocks, 
and  the  debt  ■ssanwd  for  the  corporations  of  this 
District  Ibr  lavestments  in  the  same,  amoonting  to 
$3,888,490 ;  making  an  aggregate  of  $12,802,688  66. 
The  esdmates  for  completing  some  of  these  works 
amount  to  $4,650,642  21 ;  but,  ^ud^g  by  our  ex- 
perience as  to  former  estimates,  it  wdl  more  proba.- 
h\j  require  ten  millions,  besides  the  ooet  of  some 
of  the  most  expennve  worits,  fiir  which  tiuie  are 
no  estimates  at  aU.  In  addiUon  to  this,  a  Ull  Is 
now  pending,  and  would  hare  passed  the  House  at 
the  dose  of  the  last  sesdon  but  for  want  of  time, 
which,  with  the  amendments,  embraced  appropri- 
adons  for  new  works  amountiog  to  near  a  mlluoa 
of  dollars  and  involving  an  oltunate  expenditure 
of  probably  flvo  millions  more. 

In  1836  this  subject  was  iarestigated  by  the 
Comniittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  a  report  sub- 
mitted by  one  of  its  members,  (Ur.  Smith,  of 
Uame,)  on  the  10th  of  February.  That  report 
states  that  there  was,  even  at  that  time,  "armlue- 
cesdty  for  hesitation.  If  not  of  actual  reform,  in  the 
fiirther  prosecution  of  public  works  upon  the  same 
cnrstem  which  liad,  of  late  years,  obtained  under  the 
Oovemment ; "  that  they  were  made  nbaerrient  **  to 
the  purposes  of  the  imUvIdnsl  wealth  and  profit  of 
the  agents  and  contractors  Immediatdy  concern- 
ed ; "  that  the  appropriation  for  one  year,  and  for 
each  succeeding  je»r,  in  many  cases  exceeded  the 
whole  of  the  onginal  estimate :  that  many  of  the 
works  were  built  over  again,  and  that  othua  were 
rotten  before  they  were  completed.  On  the  81st  of 
January,  1837,  the  same  gentleman  made  another 
report  from  the  Comiidttee  of  Wayi  and  MeuSi 
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referring  to  the  former  as  "  explanatory  of  Uie  nur 
productive,  yet  growing  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment upon  harbors  and  rivers,  and  expressive 
of  serious  doubts  of  the  policy  of  following  out  this 
branch  of  the  public  service,  unless  some  more  cer- 
tidn,  and  efficient,  and  economical  system  for  con- 
ducting it  could  be  devised."  The  opinion  of  the 
ooounittee  had  not  been  changed  by  "the  expe- 
rience of  another  year;**  and  the  report  adds,  tlut, 
"  whhoot  some  onrtaibient  by  Congress  of  the  class 
of  woriu  already  pnilected  as  recipients  of  its  boun- 
ty, and  without  a  decisive  limitation  of  its  appro- 
ima.tions  to  works  that  may  justly  be  denominated 
of  the  first  magnitude,  and  of  imperious  i^cessity 
too,  it  requires  no  8[nrit  of  prophecy  to  predict  that 
the  operations  of  the  civil  en^^eer  depcuimentwill, 
in  a  very  fsw  years,  rival,  in  expenditures  and  nu- 
merical strength  of  agents  and  operatives,  the  ndH- 
tary  and  naval  service  of  the  Government,  and 
constitute  a  more  alarming  branch  of  public  patron- 
age than  is  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  the  Govern- 
ment. From  the  peculiar  nature  of  their  expendi- 
tnrei,  comptini,  fitvoritism,  and  peculation  may 
be  reduoed  to  ^stem  -more  succenfully  In  them 
than  in  almost  any  other  branch  of  the  civil  admin- 
istration." 

If  such  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Ueans  in  1887,  it  certainly  cannot  be 
changed  by  examining  into  the  present  condition 
of  these  improvements. 

After  an  experiment  of  thirteen  yean  on  the  108 
wtofcs  for  whieh  appropriations  have  been  made^ 


the  foiUowIng  Is  the  reswt : 
Never  oommeneed,  .      -      -      -      •      -  8 
Abandoned,  •  1 

Suspended,  -  4 

May  perhaps  be  com[deted  with  existing  aKiro- 
prUtioni^  -  14 

Comj^eted,      -   20 

Not  completed,  61 

Total,      •      •      •  lOS 


Some  of  the  works  have  been  built  over  twice, 
and  the  twenty  competed  cost  but  $409,178  S6, 
leaving  all  the  expenarre  works  yet  to  be  finished, 
sod  at  an  expense  which  cannot  even  be  estimated. 

Such  is  the  result  of  this  Federal  system  of  im- 
proving our  hartKns,  rivers,  and  creeks,  and  build- 
ing piere  for  our  cities,  towns,  and  villages;  and 
such  the  prospect  before  us.  The  time  nos  oer- 
t^nly  arrived  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  loquire 
whether  all  these  expeuditorea  belong  to  Federal 
legislation;  andto  ezanune  asystemirmcli,If  made 
pennauent,  most  entinly  change  the  diancter  ct 
our  Government. 


mass  ATS. 
KoNDAT,  Jannary  28. 

Peiitionfrom  (hs  SettUn  in  Oregon  Territory. 

Hr.  LniN  presented  the  following  memorial 
ftom  citizens  of  the  Oregon  Territory : 

To  the  honorabU  the  Senate  and  JBouae  of  Repreteni- 
aiivee  of  ths  United  Stale*  of  America : 
The  imde^gned,  eettiers  south  of  the  Colnmlm 
Uver,  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  honorable 
body,  that  ^eettiement,  begun  in  the  year  ei^tfeen 
huiubed  and  tbii^rtwOk  faaa  hittiarto  pnspand  bo- 


J*etdie»/rom  tie  BetSen  m  Oregem  TerrHarjf, 
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■jQui  tbe  BMMfe  WDgnhw  expecUtioni  of  tis  flnt 
projectors.  Th«  prodacta  or  our  fields  have  am- 
ply justified  the  most  flattering  descriptions  of  the 
fertuttj  of  the  soil,  while  the  facUitieB  which  it  af- 
fords for  rearing  cattle  are,  perhaps,  exceeded  by 
tboee  of  no  country  in  North  America.  Tbe  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  we  bellere,  are  not  gene- 
nlly  apprised  of  the  extent  of  raLuable  country 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  A  large  pcprtion  of  the 
territory  &<Hn  tiie  Cotumbta  River  soatb,  to  tbe 
boundary  line  between  tbe  United  States  and  the 
HexiCBn  republic,  and  extending  from  the  coast  of 
tiie  Paci&e  about  two  hundred  and  flAy  or  three 
Imndtcd  miles  to  tbe  InteritMr,  is  either  wdl  supplied 
via  timber  or  sorted  to  pasturage  or  agricolture. 
Tbe  fertile  valleys  of  the  Wallamette  and  Umpqua 
•n  varied  with  prairies  and  woodland,  and  inter- 
sected by  abundant  lateral  streams,  presenting  facili- 
ties for  machinery.  Perhaps  no  country,  of  tbe 
flame  latitude,  is  favored  with  a  climate  so  mild. 
Ibe  winter  rains,  it  Is  trae,  are  an  oljectioa ;  bat 
'Aey  are  generally  preferred  to  the  snows  and  in* 
tense  oold  which  prevails  in  the  Korthem  parts  of 
the  United  States.  The  ground  is  seldom  covered 
wltb  BBOw,  nor  does  it  ever  remain  but  a  few  hours. 
We  need  hardly  allude  to  the  commercial  ad- 
vantages of  the  Territory.  Its  happy  postion  for 
trade  with  China,  India,  and  the  Western  cotstt  of 
Amerka,  will  be  reacUIy  recognixed.  The  growii^ 
importance,  bowevw,  of  the  islands  of  the  Faciflc 
b  not  so  generally  known  and  appreciated.  As 
these  irian&  progress  in  civilization,  their  demand 
tlx  the  produce  of  more  northern  climates  will  in- 
crease. Nor  can  any  country  supply  them  with 
beef,  flour,  &c.,  on  terms  so  advantageous  as  this.  A 
very  successful  effort  has  been  recently  made,  at 
the  SaDdwicfa  Uends,  m  the  cnltinUon  of  cofTee 
Hkd  the  flogar  csne.  A  eolcny  here  will,  in  time, 
thence  eaalTy  derive  these  artides  and  other  irop- 
loU  products  in  exchange  for  tbe  prodooe  of  their 
own  labor.  We  have  thus  briefly  alluded  to  the 
natural  lesonrces  of  the  country,  and  to  its  external 
reltfioas.  They  are,  in  our  ojanion,  strong  induce- 
ments for  tbe  Ooveniment  of  the  United  States  to 
tAe  fonmal  and  speedy  possesirioD.  We  urge  this 
step  as  prontii^  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
unoo.  But  the  advantages  it  may  confer  upon 
ns,  and  tbe  evils  it  may  avert  from  oar  posterity,  are 
Incalculable. 

Our  social  intennurse  has  thos  for  been  prosecuted 
with  reference  to  feelings  of  honor,  to  ue  feetlng 
of  dependence  on  tbe  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and 
to  their  moral  influence.  TJnder  this  state  of  tiungs, 
we  have  thos  fiir  prospered,  bat  we  cannot  hope 
dtat  it  will  continue.  The  agricultural  and  other 
leeources  of  the  country  cannot  fail  to  induce  emi- 
gntion  and  commerce.  As  our  setUement  b^jins 
to  draw  its  supplies  throiub  other  channels,  the  feel- 
ing of  depmdenoe  wkhi  ue  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
to  which  we  have  duded  m  one  ctf  tbe  aafeguardB 
ti  our  social  interoontse,  vQl  bc^  to  dimlniiih. 
We  are  aniiova  i^en  we  imagine  what  will  be,  what 
muit  be,  tbe  condition  of  so  mixed  a  community, 
free  from  all  legal  reitrainL  and  niperiw  to  that 
moral  influence  irtuolt  hiS  httherto  bem  the  idedge 
ijf  our  safety. 

Our  interests  are  idoitifled  vidi  Oose  of  the 
oountry  of  oar  adiwtli»L  We  flatter  onieelvefl  that 
we  are  the  germ  of  a  great  State,  and  are  anxioos 
to  glre  an  eariy  tone  to  the  moral  and  intellectual 
«hametar  of  its  ettiHu.  We  we  tdUj  amie,  too, 


that  the  destlniee  <^  onr  posterity  will  be  ioflaridr 
affected  by  the  dunoter  of  those  who  enugMt  U 
the  oonntry.  The  territory  meat  populate  lb 
CongresB  of  the  Ui^ted  States  must  ssy  by  i^ 
Hie  natunU  naourcee  <^  the  country,  widk  tvell- 
judged  dvil  code,  wfll  Invite  a  good  coomnniin. 
But  a  good  commonity  will  harofy  enugnle  lo'i 
coontry  which  promises  no  protection  m  life  v 
{woperty.  Inquiries  have  alr«idy  been  sabimttedU 
some  of  us  for  information  of  the  country.  In  retsn, 
we  can  <Hily  speak  of  a  country  highly  faroRd  d 
nature.  We  can  boost  of  no  civil  code.  Ve  en 
promise  no  protection  but  the  ulterior  resort  of  tX- 
defence.  By  idiom,  then,  shall  oar  oomvj  b 
popnlatedt  Bythe  redless  anduiqnin^dedidia- 
turerl  not  by  the  hardy  and  enterpriring  pioneer  of 
theWest.  By  the  Botany  Bay  lefiigee,  by  the  rk- 
gada  of  dvilizatioa  from  tbe  Rocky  MonntuB,  b; 
me  profligate,  deserted  seamen  from  Polyiwai, 
the  unprmdpled  sharpen  frtmi  Spaniafa  Aatm. 
Well  am  we  asBoied  Oat  it  win  cost  U»  OoTcnuri 
of  die  Vidted  Btatea  more  to  tcdnce  deusa 
so  discordant  to  social  order,  than  to  pnxDOte  w 
permanent  peace  and  prosperi^  by  a  tnoijuSm 
of  Congress.  Nor  can  we  suppose  that  so  vioMi 
population  could  be  relied  on  in  case  of  t  f^M 
between  the  United  States  and  any  other  poirer. 

Our  intercourse  irith  the  natives  among  m, 
modi  by  the  same  influence  -wbkb  bts  pronnted 
mcmy  among  ounelTei^  has  bea  gnerally 
But  Ae  eame  cansw  ittidk  will  intemipt  buwe* 
among  ourselves,  will  also  interrupt  our  fnendlji^ 
tions  with  tiie  natives.  It  is,  therefore,  of  [riiwT 
importance  t>oth  to  them  and  to  us,  that  tbe  Garm 
ment  should  take  energetic  measures  to  atsmit 
execution  of  all  laws  affecting  Indian  trade  utd  ib 
intercourse  of  white  men  and  Ltdlans.  We  hn 
thus  briefly  shown  that  tbe  security  of  our  ptiau 
and  our  property,  the  hopes  and  desthdcs  of  v 
diildren,  are  involved  in  the  obgecta  at  onrpe^ 
We  do  not  |n<esume  to  suggest  the  manner  in  v)» 
the  oountry  diould  be  ooeuined  by  the  Gorenmei^ 
nor  tbe  extent  to  wUdi  our  settlement  ibonld  b«  » 
conraged.  We  conflde  in  tiie  wisdom  ntw* 
tional  l^dators,  and  leave  tbe  sat^ect  to  Aff 
candid  deliberation,  and  your  petitknen  wiScv 
pmy. 

(Signed,)  J.  L.  WHITC901IB,  and  S5  olbA 
Hard)  16,  183S. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Ijinr,  tiie  muatM  n> 
read,  laid  on  the  toble^  and  ordered  to  v 
printed. 

SaUDitHet. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bkbtok,  tbe  Senate  ta* 
np  the  reqaest  nude  by  him  for  leave  to  u* 
trodnoe  a  W  for  the  rvpeal  of  the  sdt  do? 
and  the  fishing  bonntaes,  andaUowaDoesdepenO^ 
ent  thereon. 

Mr.  DiTi8  then  addressed  the  Senate,  n 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Bsstos, 
presenting  the  bill  on  Tfaorsdar  last  . 

Mr.  Beston  repUed  to  Mr.  Datb  at  lenfifl 
after  which, . 

The  Senate  acyoomed. 


« 
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TnuBSDAT,  January  81. 
UniUd  StaUa  Katuralixatim  Lam  in  Briti^ 
Gowt—Ceue  of  TKelleT. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Emtacky,  presented  the  petiUon 
of  Dr.  E.  A.  Theller,  who  stated  that  he  was 
ft  natiT«  of  Ireland,  and  had  been  natnnlized. 
snd  reetdes  in  thia  oonntry ;  that  he  had  joined 
in  the  expeditirai  for  the  tnTauon  Oaaada. 
and  had  been  taken  prisoner;  that  he  had 
been  tried,  and  convicted  of  treason — the 
judge  charging  the  Jury  on  his  tnal  that  his 
act  of  naturalization  in  this  oonntry  was  null, 
and  of  non-effect,  that  no  subseqnent  act  could 
expatriate  him  from  his  original  allegiance. 
ITncUr  these  oircamstanoe!i,  Dr.  T.  asks  that 
OoDgress  should  take  some  action  on  the 
sabject,  which  would  deSne  the  ri^ts  of 
naturalized  citizens. 

After  some  renutrks  from  "Hx.  Cult,  of  Ken- 
tncky, 

Ut.  ITobtiix  sud,  that  the  memoHallst  was 
ft  citizea  of  ICiohigui.  He  was  an  intdlisent 
man,  but  an  enthusiast  In  whatever  related  to 
human  liberty.  He  had  sent  to  him  the  coun- 
terpart of  the  memorial  jost  presented.  The 
facts  in  the  memorial  were  as  stated  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky.  The  memorialist  was 
a  native  of.  Ireland,  but  a  naturalized  dtlzen 
of  the  United  States.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
past  year,  he  embarked  tu  the  stru^le  for 
Canadian  liberty.  He  was  captured  in  the 
Upper  Province  of  Canada,  and  taken  to  To- 
ronto. There  he  was  tried,  condemned,  and 
sentenced  to  execution,  on  a  charge  of  high 
treason  against  the  Queeo  of  Great  Britain. 
The  chief  Justice  of  the  province,  who  presided 
at  the  trial,  instructed  the  jury,  that  .no  sub- 
ject of  the  kingdom  conld  ever  expatriate  him- 
self. Birth,  and  the  residence  of  one  hour  in 
the  British  dominions,  created  a  pwpetual 
allegiance.  From  this  allegiance  the  subject 
coafd  never  be  exonerated,  under  any  plea  or 
pretence.  The  memorialist  owed  his  present 
safety  from  t^e  penalties  of  treason,  to  his 
escape  from  the  citadel  of  Quebec 

These  were  the  facts  which  gave  rise  to  this 
memoriaL  Upon  these  facts,  Uie  memorialist 
appeals  to  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for  Uie 
adjustment  of  this  qoeslion  of  perpetual  alle- 
^anoe  elidmed  by  Great  Britida  from  all  her 
native  bom  subjects,  and  for  the  protects  of 
all  such  subjects  as  have  become,  or  may 
become,  naturalized  citizens  of  Hie  Unltw 
States.  The  snl^ject  was  certainly  one  of 
great  importaooe.  ^e  doctrine  of  perpet- 
ual allegiance  asserted  by  Great  Britdn, 
was  an  absnrd  relic  of  feudal  barbarism.  It 
was  incompatible  with  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  naturalization  of  the  United  States. 
By  those,  British  sul^ects  may  and  do  become 
American  citizens.  They  are  entitled,  equally 
with  our  native  citizens,  to  protection  in  aU 
their  lawful  pumuiui,  wherever  they  may 
lii^)pen  to  bo.  Tliis  Government  was  thus 
bound  to  protect  tlicm  in  peaee  and  in  war. 
Vol.  Xm.— 47 


Hr.  Madison,  in  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  steadily  maintained  this  principde, 
resisted  the  claim  of  that  kingdom  to  the 
perpetual  allegiance  of  her  subjects  after  they 
had  become  oor  dtizena,  and  repeatedly  inU- 
mnted  his  determination  to  retaliate  fbr  every 
injury  inflicted  upon  our  naturalized  citizens^ 
captofed  as  prisoners  of  war,  if  they  were 
punished  on  the  ground  of  their  beiw  sabjects, 
or  if  they  were  treated  differently  from  other 
prisoners  of  war.  The  memorialist  was  mi*' 
taken  in  supporing  that  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  this  country  and  Great  Brittdu  Toaog- 
nized  the  right  of  that  kingdom  to  the  perpet- 
ual allegiance  of  her  native  bom  subjeda. 
Ko  such  expression  is  to  be  found  in  those 
treaties.  Onr  Revolutionary  ancestors  were 
all  Brit^h  subjects  at  one  time.  In  separating 
from  the  mother  country,  they  ceased  to  be 
her  subjects.  And  how  could  they.  In  the 
treaty  ca  peace  which  recognized  them  as  a 
se{)arate  and  independent  naUon,  permit  Great 
Britfun  to  assert  any  claim  to  tae  perpetoal 
alle^anoe  of  those  who  were  bom  inthu  the 
British  realms  f 

No  principle  Is  more  clear  than  that  the 
naturalized  citizens  of  the  UnitedStatesposaeas 
all  the  rights  and  are  entitled  to  all  the  pro- 
tection which  could  be  clMmed  by  native 
citizeoEi.  No  duty  is  more  imperative  upon 
the  Govemmeut  than  that  of  affording  equal 
protection  to  the  naturalized  as  to  the  native 
citizen ;  and  he  hod  no  recollection  of  any  ful- 
nre  on  the  part  of  any  Republic  or  any  Admin- 
istratifm  to  perform  its  duty  in  this  respect. 

The  dronmstanees  which  had  prodnoedthis 
memorial  were  peculiar,  and  had  embarrassed 
any  action  which  the  Government  might  have 
been  disposed  to  take  on  the  subject.  The  memo- 
rialist had,  in  his  zeal  fortheliberty  of  a  foreign 

Srorince  not  prepared  to  assert  its  own  free- 
om,  invaded  that  foreign  province ;  and  had. 
with  a  number  of  our  native  citizens,  waged 
war  Qpon  the  British  authorities,  while  nis 
own  country  was  at  peace  and  in  amity  with 
.them,  and  had  been  captured.  He  and  his 
coadjutors  had  voluntarily,  at  least  for  a  time, 
expatriated  themselves.  They  had  left  their 
own  country  to  engage  in  a  foreign  civil  war. 
Now,  in  this  situation,  what  right  had  our 
Government  to  exercise  its  power  for  their 
proteeUon,  except  by  way  of  frioidly  in- 
terposition ?  If  tlie  memorialist  had  been 
taken  wUle  fighting  the  battles  of  his  adopted 
ooontry;  if,  .without  committing  aggreasion 
qp<n  the  established  Government  of  a  fareigD 
power,  he  had,  while  passing  through  any  part 
of  its  dominions,  been  taken  on  any  pretext, 
and  tried  for  any  offence  not  committed  against 
the  peace  of  that  power,  and  condemned  on 
the  claim  of  a  perpetual  allegiance  from  him, 
then  this  Government  would  have  been  bound 
to  interpose  for  his  protection,  and  would 
have  protected  him.  As  it  was,  the  Ezeo- 
utive  acted  with  r^rd  to  him  predaely 
as  it  did  wiUk  legwd  to  native  citiaens 
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BwuU  Silver  Oomajfejbr  Chmge. 


[2SfTB.  Case. 


oaptnred  at  the  Bame  time  with  him.  It  sent 
aa  agent  to  Toronto  for  the  purpose  of  prc- 
vaillDg  with  the  provincifd  authorities  to 
release  the  prisoners.  It  made  no  distinction 
between  the  naturalized  and  the  native  eitizen. 
What  more  could  it  do,  without  inTolTing  the 
nation  in  a  war  f  It  might  have  made  a  formal 
dec^aratioD,  that  it  would  never  recognize  the 

firinciple  of  perpetual  aUegiance,  aa  asBert«d 
n  the  trial  and  oondemnatioa  of  the  me- 
morialist. It  might,  as  intimated  bj  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  have  remonstrated 
against  that  barbarous  principle.  But  if  it 
bad  dooe  so,  the  danger  was,  that  he  would 
have  hoen  forthwith  ordered  to  eueation,  for 
the  very  purpose  of  showing  a  detenninatioa 
practically  to  muntaia  the  BriUdi  daim  to 
the  perpetual  allwaoce  of  their  aubjecta.  He 
had'  no  doubt  that  this  conuderation  had 
operated  upon  the  execution  in  thie  case.  He 
had  alluded  to  these  facta  to  ,show  that  this 
Government  had  not  been  inattentive  to  its  duty 
on  this  occasion. 


TntJBSDAT,  January  81. 

lAheration  of  American  SUnet  by  £riiuh  Aw- 
tkoritiea  while  ptming  Jivm  one  U.  8.  port 
te  another. 

Ifr.  OjtLnorjT  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to : 

Setolvedy  That  tite  President  ot  the  United  States 
foe  leqaested  to  commanicate  to  the  Senate  whether 
the  Oorernment  of  Great  Britun  has  made  oompen- 
■aUoB  IB  the  cases  of  the  brigs  Enterprise,  Enco- 
minm,  and  Comet,  the  first  of  which  was  forced  by 
Stress  o{  weather  into  Port  Hamilton,  Bermuda 
Utad,  and  the  other  two  wrecked  on  the  keys  of 
tbe  Bshanuw,  .and  the  slaves  on  board  fbrdbly  seized 
and  detuned  by  the  local  authorities ;,  and  if  no 
oompensaUon  bi^  been  made,  the  reasons  why  it  baa 
not  been  made,  with  «  copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  two  Govenmients,  which  has  taken  place 
since  the  answer  to  a  former  tall  on.  the  same  subject 
by  the  Senate. 

Small  Silver  Ocinaffa/or  Change. 
Hr.  Stbakoe  presented  certun  resolntions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina, 
representing  the  scarcity  of  specie  change  in  that 
State,  and  asking  for  the  passage  of  a  law  au- 
thorizing the  branch  mints  to  coin  silver  change. 
The  resolntions  having  been  read — 
Ur.  Cljiy,  of  Kentucky,  wished  to  make  a 
vingle  obsorvatioQ  on  the  subject,  before  it  was 
pa^ed.  This  complmut  of  toe  want  of  silvv 
change  was  not  oonfined  to  Korth  Carolina, 
hut  existed  in  other  places,  and  was  produced 
by  that  disproportionate  value  between  gold 
and  enlver  coin  which  originated  in  the  cele- 
brated gold  bill  The  effect  of  this  bill 
was  this:  that  when  It  beoame  necessary  to 
expert  specie,  silver  was  expwted  In  prefisr- 
ence  to  gold!,  because  the  silver  was  more 
valuable  in  foreign  Muntrics;  and  hence,  he 
apprebendod.  was  the  scarcity  in  North  Car- 


olina.  He  had  lately  received  a  commnnit 
tion  OQ  this  subject  from  one  <^  onr  comic^- 
ciol '  Northern  cities,  which  attributed  tL.. 
scarcity  of  silver  change  to  this  cause. 

Hr.  Bteanqb  said  that  when  he  offered  tl-i 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Can- 
lina,  he  liad  not  the  slightest  expectation  tl^ 
tiiey  would  have  ^ven  rise  to  any  debs»: 
but  as  the  Senator  Srom  Kentucky  bad  tbonrL: 
proper  to  notice  them,  for  the  purpose  of  ium- 
dncmg  notions  on  the  subject  of  the  correncj. 
be  felt  it  due  to  himself  and  his  constitueni=. 
from  whom  these  resolutions  emanated, 
make  a  brief  reply.   He  wholly  dissented  tec 
the  position  laid  down  by  the  Senator  firuc 
Kentucky,  with  regard  to  the  eanses  which  T<r- 
duced  the  scarcity  of  silver  cbaDse.    It  -vii 
not  exportation  which  produced  uiie  scarcjrr 
but  it  arose  from  the  hoarding  of  silver  by  C 
banks,  who  issued,  in  lieu  of  it,  their  tv.'- 
notes.   In  fact,  he  did  not  believe  that  siliii 
coins  of  the  lower  denominatioos  vere  ertf 
exported. 

Mr,  CLA.T,  of  Kentucky,  hoped  ho  migh:  Ic 
permitted,  without  offence,  to  make  a  few 
servations  on  the  subject  presented  by  tLe-e 
resolutions,  particularly  as  it  was  (me  of  il.- 
portance,  to  which  his  attention  hod  bets 
recently  directed.  He  lu^pened  to  receive,  ^  u 
a  few  days  ago,  a  conunonication  from  an  intclw- 
gent  gentleman,  in  one  of  onr  principal  *»■ 
ports,  affirming  tliat  the  scarcity  oi  kIti.* 
change  was  one  of  the  effects  of  the  passe, 
of  the  -  gold  bill ;  because,  by  reducing  tL 
standard  of  the  gold  coin,  it  became  less  ttrj- 
able  as  an  article  of  exportation  than  e\\c, 
and,  therefore,  the  latter  was  always  exportci 
Now  this  was  exactly  what  was  predicted  l<; 
himself  and  others,  at  the  time  of  the  pasaaer 
of  the  law,  for  the  adjustment  of  the  tiIk 
of  the  two  coins ;  and  the  result  has  proved  ti« 
correctness  of  the  prediction.  Gold  could  oc: 
be  exported  under  that  law,  without  disadi^u- 
tage,  unless  exchange  was  greatiy  against 
hut  silver  can  profitably  be  expt^ed,  aad 
when  exportatitm  beoomes  neceasary,  it  is  of 
course  made  in  that  q>ecies  of  coin  m  whka 
it  can  be  sent  abroad  without  lo».  Thb  vj, 
exactly  in  accordance  with  the  informatica 
which  be  had  jast  received  from  an  intelligei: 
source,  in  one  of  our  large  commercial  cities. 

Kr.  NiLEB  thought  Uiat  the  Senator  ftm 
Kentucky  (Mr,  Clat)  was  mistaken  in  ittt 
causes  to  which  he  hod  attributed  the  scarcitj 
of  silver  change,  and  that  bo  was  mistaken  in 
the  fact  that  a  scarcity  of  change  existed  in 
the  country  at  large.  Ho  tlionght  there  wis 
no  snch  scarcity ;  he  know,  in  many  places  it 
was  abundant  Within  his  own  ^perienct 
banks  bad  refused  to  recMve  it.  Thu  wk  i 
convincing  proof  tliot  there  was  abundsoot 
of  it.  It  is  known  to  every  one  who  has  it- 
qniied  hito  this  subject,  that  ulver  change  is 
never  exported,  beciuise  its  nominal  value  in  a 
fbreign  market  would  be  lost,  and  it  could  onl; 
be  di^Kued  of  as  baUion  to  be  recoined,  oce*> 
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sioning  ranch  loss  hy  the  process.  There  maj 
be  a  scarcity  of  change  in  some  States,  bat 
that  is  the  result  of  their  paper  sjBtems.  The 
hostility  of  paper  to  silver  is  well  known ; 
indeed,  so  hostile  is  it,  that  where  it  has  the 
power,  even  silver  fipennybits  are  driven  out 
of  circulation.  What  was  the  result  in  Phila- 
delphia, where  the  mint  was  located,  during 
the  late  suapennou !  In  that  city,  which,  pre- 
Tions  to  the  raspenrion,  was  thoroughly  aatn- 
rated  with  sUver  Change,  after  the  barrier  was 
broken  down  and  the  emission  of  shinplasters 
authorized,  no  change  whatever  could  be  pro- 
cured. In  a  single  night,  the  state  of  things 
was  completely  changed.  Instead  of  an 
abundance  of  silver  change,  there  was  an  entire 
absence  of  it.  And  a  similar  result  will 
always  follow  a  similar  cause;  and  to  the 
extension  of  our  paper  system,  the  circulation 
of  one  dollar  notes,  and  notes  for  a  fractional 
part  of  a  dollar,  may  we  much  more  appropria- 
tely look  for  the  scarcity  of  silver  change,  than 
the  operations  of  the  gold  bill  of  1886. 

Mr.  Stbanoie  said,  that,  upon  reflection,  he 
was  entirely  satisfied  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentncky  was  grossly  mistaken  in  the  posi- 
tions laid  down  by  him.  Every  man  knew 
that  there  had  been  a  oreat  increase  of  specie 
in  the  coontry^  since  the  passage  of  the  gold 
bill.  3^ow  this  increase  conld  not  be  uto- 
gether  in  gold,  but  must  bo  partly  in  silver  and 
pnrtly  in  gold.  He  was  also  satisfied  that 
there  could  not  be  the  difference  in  vfdne,  be- 
tween the  gold  and  silver  coinage,  which  the 
Senator  from  Kentncky  supposed ;  for  he 
believed  that  their  relative  value  was  as 
nicely  a^usted  as  it  was  possible  for  human 
iDgennity  to  do  it;  indeed,  this  was  shown 
to  be  the  case  by  the  prices  onrrent  in  foreign 
oonnlariefl. 

The  Senator  from  Kentncky  had  attribnted 
the  disappearance  of  silver  specie  to  exporta^ 
tion,  and  he  attributed  it  to  the  hotfrdiug  of 
it  by  the  banks,  and  partly  by  individuals. 
Change  was  a  thing  that  was  never  exported. 
The  conntry  must  l>e  reduced  to  the  lowest 
ebb,  before  it  would  suffer  tiie  inconvenience 
and  loss  of  sending  it  abrcHid ;  becaose  it  must 
go  as  mere  bullion,  to  be  recoined,  in  the 
coantries  to  which  it  is  sent.  Every  man  of 
reason  and  reflection,  coald  see  at  once  the 
true  oatise  for  this  scarcity ;  and  upon  the 
Boondest  prindples  of  philoK^hy,  when  one 

rd  eanse  presents  itsuf  It  was  idOe  to  search 
mother.  He  wonid  not  have  troubled  the 
Senate  with  these  remaiks,  bat  for  the  im- 
mediate connection  the  subject  hod  with 
bis  constituentB  and  himseL^  and'bnt  fbr  the 
false  porition  hud  down  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky. 

That  Senator  seemed  to  have  taken  Korth 
Oaroliaanuder  his  especial  charge,  and  to  have 
felt .  himself  called  ujpon  to  \£ka  part  in  the 
public  struggles  within  her.  "When  lie  and  his 
colleague,  some  time  ago,  introduced  certun 
resolutions  coming  from  their  State,  the  Sena- 


tor took  the  nnusnal  coarse  of  appearing  as 
the  advocate  of  one  of  the  politicid  parties  of 
that  State,  and,  in  a  lengthened  address,  assign- 
ing his  views  as  to  the  complexion  of  the  doca- 
ment,  and  the  course  of  the  North  Carolina 
Senators  on  this  floor.  And  what  followed? 
Why,  a  garbled  statement  of  the  debate  was 
immediately  sent  out,  in  one  of  the  papers  of 
tills  city,  in  advance  of  the  true  statement 
oontainuig  the  answers  of  his '  colleague  ana 
himself;  and  no  doubt  the  intended  ernct  was 
prodnced  before  the  contradiction  could  oveiv 
take  the  misrepresentation,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  every  Whig  paper  in  the  •State. 
What  was  the  case  now  ?  These  being  North 
Carolina  resolutions,  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, who  seems  to  take  snch  an  interest  in 
that  State,  rises  in  bis  place,  and  assumes  a 
position  in  relation  to  them,  which,  if  uncon- 
tradicted, will  have  an  unfavorable  effect 
on  the  public  mind.  We  must,  scud  Ifr.  S.,  be 
more  fortunate  now  than  usual,  if  the  contra- 
diction accompanies  the  assertion.  * 
Mr.  Gut,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  prolong  this  disoosuon,  but  he  would 
assure  tne  Senator  from  North  Oarolina  that 
he  had  not  the  least  inclination  to  interfere 
between  him  and  his  constituents.  When  the 
resolutions  from  the  Legislatnre  of  North 
Carolina  instmcting  her  Senators  were  pre- 
sented, he  had  offered  some  remarks  because 
tiiey  had  adverted  tQ  matters  of  general  iuter- 
est,  and  if  an  incorrect  report  of  them  had 
gone  forth  to  the  world,  no  one  would  regret 
it  more  than  he  did.  He  would  have  been 
pleased  bad  the  discussion  been  published  Jtist 
as  it  occurred  In  the  Senate,  but  he  had  no 
agency  or  control  of  the  sal^ect.  So  much  for 
that  matter.  This  moroing  the  Senator  pre- 
sents resolutions  on  the  snljeot  of  diver 
change,  and  I,  having  within  a  Aw  days  receiv- 
ed oommuaieations  from  Afferent  sections  of 
the  coontry  on  the  same  subject,  think  proper 
to  make  a  few  remarks;  was  this  interfering 
between  the  Senator  and  his  oonstitnentst 
He  thought  not  But  the  Senator  seems  to 
think  that  I  am  mistaken  in  the  cause  to 
which  I  attribute  the  scardty  of  silver  chan^ 
viz:  the  oueqnol  valuation  of  the  gold  bill. 
Bnt  did  not  facts  bear  out  the  assertion  1  Look 
at  the  importation  of  specie  since  the  passage 
of  the  gold  bill.  Is  it  not  almost  exclusively 
in  gold!  and  why  ?  Becaose  of  the  amsreoio- 
tion  of  that  metal  and  the  depredation  of  diver 
br  that  Mil.  Tbis  affords  a  greater  profit  on 
the  imports^on  of  gcdd,  and  henoe  there  is  not 
a  proportionate  supply  of  silver — ^the  metal 
which  furnishes  change.  So,  too,  when  ex- 
change with  f<H«Ign  nations  is  against  as, 
and  it  becomes  pr^table  to  export  specie,  it 
la  found  more  advantageous  to  send  nlver  than 
gold;  and  hence  a  Cause  of  the  scarcity  of 
change  in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  other 
cities,  which  are  more  immediately  subject 
to  be  drained  of  their  specie  by  their  contignity 
to  oar  eommmw.  He  did  not  otnuider  ntio* 
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self  infallible  on  this  snbject,  bat  in  ezpress- 
hiif  Tiews  or  theories  on  the  matter,  he 
not  think  he  was  doing  aaj  thing  improper 
OS  aa  Amertean  tntizen  w  a  memMr  of  the 
Senate. 

Hr.  Btbangk  was  Tery  unwilling  to  prolong 
tbts  debate,  bat  he  had  been  drawn  into  it  very 
nnezpectedly  and  unwillinglj.  He  bad  assum- 
ed a  position,  which  he  felt  bound  to  maintain 
the  truth  and  reason  of.  He  said  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  was  guilty  of  a  ^tUio 
prineipii — that  he  had  assumed  a  pnnciple 
not  fonnded  on  fact  This  the  Senator  bad 
denied,  but  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  had 
shown  a  better-reason  for  the  disappearance  of 
alrer  change  than  he  bad  given  in  the  b«^- 
ning;  and  if  he  was  right,  were  was  no  reason 
fbr  its  ezportatioOf  but  a  vei7  good  reason  for 
ita  importation. 

Hie  Senator  could  not  escape  from  Ms  posi- 
tion, fbr  whatever  relative  difference  there  was 
between  gold  and  silver,  paper  was  still  cheap- 
er than  either.  He  admitted  that  the  number 
of  one  dollar  notes  was  greatly  reduced.  But 
small  bills,  even  as  low  as  three  dollars,  were 
still  in  circulation,  to  a  great  extent,  and  these, 
as  long  as  they  were  permitted  to  circulate, 
bad  tbe  tendency  to  exclude  change  from  cir- 
culation, and  cause  it  to  be  hoarded.  The  Sen- 
ator said  that  the  banks  bad  no  interest  in 
boarding  ^cie.  Bnt  this  argument  could  not 
stand,  for  it  was  their  interest  to  Iiold  on  to  all 
the  apeoe  they  oould  get,  so  as  to  circulate 
th^  own  notes,  and  t£is  was  the  tme  cause 
for  the  diaqipearanoe  of  change.  It  waa,  there- 
fore, perfectly  idle  to  sMroh  for  any  other 
cause,  or  to  talk  about  the  exportation  of  the 
nnalier  coin  which  never  was  resorted  to. 
When  the  gold  bill  was  passed  it  was  not  to 
elevate  gold,  bat  to  bring  it  to  its  true  vdue, 
when  compared  with  silver.  It  was  contended 
that  tbe  gold  coin  was  above  par,  and  was, 
consequently,  so  valuable  for  exportation,  that 
it  could  not  remain  in  the  country.  The  bill 
was,  therefore,  passed  to  remedy  that  evil, 
and  he  had  no  donbt  but  it  had  effected  that 
olneot. 

Mr.  LmopxiN  sud  he  did  not  Intenil  to  enter 
into  a  discusrioD  of  the  relative  v^ne  <^  gold 
and  mlver  coins,  hot  to  express  tlie  winion  that 
the  object  of  the  Le^lature  of  KorOi  Oarolina, 
and  tbe  object  of  tbe  people  of  the  Sonthem 
Atlantic  and  Soath-western  States,  was  to  ob- 
tain a  supply  of  silver  change  in  place  of  the 
odious  sniQplasters  which  now  infested  tiie  in- 
terior. With  proper  legislation  it  was  obvioos 
that  that  object  could  be  effected  greatly  to  the 
interest  of  the  people,  without  any  expense  to 
the  Government.  It  was  known  to  all  ac- 
qaunted  with  mining  operations,  that  where 
gold  was  found,  there  was  a  proportion  of  sil- 
ver found  with  it,  Kow^  under  the  existing 
laws,  the  branch  mints  were  not  allowed  to 
coin  silver  change,  though  they  had  had  a 
anfficiencj  of  silver  for  that  paroose,  which,  if 
cmned,  would  not  be  expcorted,  bat  go  into  the 
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circulati(aioftheconntz7,lnplaceofthoseE1ibT  , 
shinplasters  which  now  usurped  th«r  fiux. 
That  waa  the  ol^ect    these  resolutions,  mii 
waa  out  of  place  to  go  into  any  forrign  ma 
for  the  scarcity  complained  of. 

Mr.  Bebton  applauded  the  sound  and  pncii- 
cal  views  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Ger 
gia,  (Kr.  Lumpeut,)  and  consdered  vbit  h 
said  to  be  entirely  conclosive  on  the  point  b 
which  he  directed  his  ot^ervations.  He 
not  rise  to  add  any  thing  to  those  remains,  te  | 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  reps: 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whicb  bi 
just  been  printed,  and  laid  on  our  tables,  si 
which  might  not  yet  have  been  obsemdi; 
members.  It  was  a  report  which  oooudxc 
the  precise  information  which  this  oonvaa- 
titmal  debate  required,  and  which  would  ^ 
how  great  was  the  errur  of  snpporing  tbttp-l 
coin  had  been  overvalued  in  uie  UnUed  Sih. 
by  the  act  of  1834,  and  bow  fax  th^  adn 
from  preventing  an  importation  of  alrei  a 
causing  it  to  be  exported,  or  banishing  sin 
change. 

It  would  be  recollected,  Mr.  B.  sud,  thit  At 
friends  of  hard  money  had  passed  two  bills  s  . 
1S34— a  rilver  bill,  as  well  as  a  gold  biE  i 
object  of  the  latter  was  to  correct  the  erw  i  | 
onr  gold  standard ;  the  object  of  the  iotae  , 
was  to  repeal  the  law  pa^ed  *by  the  Tiiiu^  I 
States  Bank  party  in  1819  to  mealize  thec^  | 
oulation  <tf  all  silver  except  Spanuh  milled 
lars.  d  which,  in  conseqaenoe  the 
of  the  Spanish  dondnicm  over  Herico  and  Sota  ' 
America,  there  were  no  longer  any  coined,  u  ; 
was,  therefore,  an  act  to  ill^nlize  the  cini^  ; 
tion  of  the  only  silver  which  came  to  us.  ^ 

At  tbe  time  of  the  passage  of  these 
continued  lAr.  B.,  the  most  lugubrioos  Tatidst 
tions  were  indulged  in  by  the  papw-nKfflfT 
party.  They  were  incessant  and  TehemeDl  e 
their  declarati<nis  that  tbe  bard-money  omf^ 
oy  was  rained  5  that  gold  was  debased;  tiiiti: 
would  supersede  silver,  prevent  its 
tion,  cause  its  exportation,  and  drive  it ootrf 
the  country ;  and  that  we  ahould  have  bo  hev 
money  onrrency  bnt  a  debased  gM  ec^ 
These  were  the  declarations  inecmtmen^N^ 
peated  at  tiiat  time ;  and  now,  afto- 
of  four  years'  experience,  how  stands  the  »' 
Bur,  the  fact  stands  thiu:  thatsoforfrooF^ 
venting  the  importation  of  silver,  the  scU* 
importation  of  that  coin  has  exceeded  tliu^; 
five  millions  of  dollars  since  tbe  passage  a  w 
gold  bill';  being  tbe  laivest  importation  a  tfctf 
coin  which  has  ever  taken  place  since  the«- 
tablishment  of  the  Federal  Government.  » 
mnch  for  importation ;  now  for  tbe  *^''^*f 
and  here  it  is  seen  that  the  export,  i"*'*^ 
being  confined  to  silver,  was,  at  the  onli"  jB* 
that  a  commercial  exportation  took  place,  vtat^ 
was  in  the  spring  of  188T,  when  the  bants  i» 
pended,  fer  larger  of  gold,  in  proportion  to  u* 
quantity  of  the  two  metals  which  were  w 
country,  than  it  was  of  wlver.  1^ 
tbeSecntaryof  the  Treasury  d»n 
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export  of  gold  was,  dnring  that  rear,  $1,826,- 
,  while  the  export  of  ulrer  was  only  $2,766,- 
Ifow,  the  qaantity  of  direr  in  the  ooun- 
trj  at  that  time  was  at  least  fbnr  times  greater 
tnan  that  of  gold ;  and,  therefl(H<e,  the  apart 
of  diver  ahonu  have  been  eight  or  nine  mil- 
lions to  have  been  in  proporaon  to  the  gold, 
while  it  was  not,  in  fact,  so  moch  as  one  mil- 
lion more.  Thus  It  Is  proved  that  oar  gold 
bill  has  neither  prevents  Uie  importation  of 
silver,  nor  caused  its  exportation.  There  is  up- 
wards of  seventy  millions  of  silver  now  in  the 
country,  besides  the  gold ;  and  the  only  cause 
of  its  disappearanoe  from  circulation  is  In  the 
deluge  of  small  notes  with  which  the  paper- 
money  party  floods  the  land. 

So  much  for  silver :  with  respect  to  gold,  the 
same  report  shows  that  we  have  imported  about 
twenty-dx  milUona,  either  in  gold  coin  or  bul- 
lion, dnee  the  passage  of  the  gold  bill ;  that 
there  has  been  coined  of  the  former  gold  of  the 
United  States  about  a  million  and  a  qnarter ; 
and  of  native  bullion  about  two  milliooa  and  a 
half ;  making  an  acquisition  of  that  metal,  in 
about  four  years,  of  thir^  millions  of  dollars, 
without  counting  what  came  in  by  emigrants, 
and  escaped  r^stry  at  the  cuatom-faouses. 
The  whole  acquisition  of  gold  and  diver  since 
1882,  when  the  United  States  Bank  charter 
was  vetoed,  and  when  our-hard-money  policy 
first  commenced,  is  at  least  eighty  millions; 
which,  added  to  twenty  milUona  which  was  in 
the  conntrr  at  that  time,  makes  at  least  one 
hundred  millioDS  now  in  l^ie  country. 

Besides  the  view  of  our  acqnisinon  of  gold 
and  diver  dnoe  the  two  hard-money  bills  of 
1884,  the  same  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
T^easnry  shows  na  the  state  of  the  circulation 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  during  the 
whole  period  of  its  existence ;  and  this  state- 
ment shows  us  that  the  quantity  of  gold  now  in 
the  United  States  is  near  three  times  the  average 
ciTcalation  of  that  Bank,  and  near  oue-ttdrd 
more  than  it  ever  was  at  its  most  expanded 
period.  The  average  oircnlation  of  that  Bank 
was  only  eleven  mimous  of  dollars ;  its  highest 
annual  chrcalation  was  only  twenty-two  mil- 
lions, while  our  gold  eaiiL  is  now  actually  about 
thirty  millions.  This  bdng  the  case,  we  ought 
to  have  a  plentifbl  gold  currency ;  we  ought  to 
have  three  times  as  much  sold  in  ciroulotion  as 
we  formerly  had  of  United  States  Bank  notes. 
But  this  is  not  the  case ;  and  why  t  Because 
t^e  banks  hoard  the  gold,  and  wul  not  pay  it 
ont  in  redemption  of  their  notes,  and -because 
the  Govemment  of  the  United  States  eneonrages 
and  fosters  that  practice  of  Uie  banks  by  ms- 
ponsing  with  the  use  of  gold,  and  udng  the  notes 
of  the  oanks  in  the  collection  and  disbursement 
of  its  revenue.  As  long  as  this  is  the  case — bo 
long  OS  the  Federal  Govemment  uses  bank  pa- 
per— gold  will  remun  locked  np  in  tiie  banks ; 
and  there  will  be  no  way  to  get  It  out  of  them 
but  to  make  them  overflow-^to  gorge  them — 
to  bring  so  much  gold  into  the  country  that  the 
banks  cannot  hoaia  the  wholft  of  it 
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This  is  another  proof,  oontinned  Mr.  B.,  that 
gold  is  not  debaaea  by  onr  new  law.  If  it  was 
debased—if  it  was  xeducSd  below  its  relative 
valu?  to  diver— it  wonid  be  aLwtjn  paid  ont  in 
preference  to  diver ;  hut  ft  is  not  m  jMdd  ont. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  hu^ed  and  hoarded 
the  banks ;  they  will  ^ve  silver  for  thdr  notea, 
but  they  make  apologies  when  yon  want  gold. 

There  is  still  another  proof  on  this  bead ;  it 
is  to  be  found  in  every  price  current  Look  to 
the  relative  value  of  American  gold  and  silver 
in  any  one  of  these  papers,  and  you  will  always 
find  it  to  be  about  equal  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars— ^those  with  a  Spanish  king^s  head,  especi- 
ally the  pillar  dollars,  the  coltmm  of  Hercules 
dollars — ^they  bear  a  premium,  becanse  they  are 
wanted  for  exportation  to  the  East,  where  their 
currency,  for  three  centuries  and  a  half,  has 
mode  them  the  mfwt  acceptable  fordgn  coin 
which  can  be  carried  to  the  Adatio  or  African 
countries ;  but  American  goUi  coin  and  diver 
are  even  in  the  market 

No,  sir.  Gold  does  not  expel  diver,  but 
small  bank  notes  and  ehinplasters  do  expel  it 
A  politicd  party,  and  the  banks  in  their  inter- 
est, do  all  tney  can  to  banish  both  gold  and  sil- 
ver ;  and  it  is  the  bonnden  duty  of  the  Federal 
Government  to  cease  to  be  accessory  to  another 
explodon  of  the  banks  by  continuing  to  dis- 
pense with  the  use  of  coin,  and  continuing  to 
use  paper  money.  Another  explosion  is  com- 
ing. It  will  opme  as  cert^nly  as  the  revoln< 
tion  of  the  seasons ;  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment dkould  foresee  the  evmt^  and  provide 
against  it  by  going  back  to  the  act  of  1^,  and 
acting  upon  that  act,  and  receiving  nothing  bnt 
gold  and  silver  in  payment  of  its  revenues. 
This  would  check  bank  expansions,  and  protect 
the  country  as  well  as  tiie  Federal  Treasury. 

At  10^  premium  on  foreign  exchange,  exporta- 
tion of  specie  begins.  The  cotton  dealing  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  con  put  it  np  to  that  point 
any  day  that  It  pleases.  It  put  It  np  in  May  of 
1887;  the  exportation  of  specie  immediately 
began;  and  over  every  piuxel  exported  the 
paper-money  party  shouted,  exulted,  and  tri- 
nmphed,  as  if  a  ^at  victory  had  been  achiev- 
ed. And  so  it  will  be  ogdn.  The  premium  on 
foreign  exchanges  Is  now  upwards  of  9  per 
centum ;  it  can  he  made  lOi  at  any  moment ; 
then  for  exporting  specie,  triampbing  agdn, 
more  panics,  shutting  up  banks ;  and  charging 
the  whole  upon  the  Democratic  Admioisteft* 
tion. 

To  return  to  the  Korth  Oarolina  resolution ; 
it  is  a  wise,  just,  and  necessary  measure  which 
it  requires.  The  branch  mints  should  coin  di- 
ver change ;  they  will  be  able  to  supply  it  to 
patriots  of  interior  country,  which  cannot  ob- 
tiun  supplies  from  New  Orleans  or  Philadel- 

Jhia.  Miia  Administration,  and  that  of  Gen. 
ackson,  have  begun  to  fhmieh  a  naticmal  sup- 
ply of  diver  eluuge.  They  have  done  much ; 
but  It  is  only  the  commencement  of  what  oaght 
to  be  done.  The  country  does  not  yet  feel  the 
snpidy.  Hine-toithactf  the  Unitmuia  no  diver 
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change  of  oar  coinage.  It  wUl  take  years  of 
dose  worlc  at  all  oar  minta  to  give  as  the  sapply 

tills  change  which  France  and  England  naa, 
Mj  three  dollars  ahead  to  each  person  of  ,theur 
Thole  ^palatioQ.  It  will  take  as  several  years 
to  attain  that  point ;  and  we  need  it  more  than 
^e  French  and  English  do ;  for  we  have  to 
gnard  against  the  ahinplaster  partj ;  we  have  to 
gaard  against  another  deluge  of  shinplasters  at 
uie  next  saspension  of  the  banks ;  we  have  to 
guard  against  this  pes^enoe;  and  it  is  oar 
bn^ness  to  loovide  taoh  an  amjde  sapply  of 
rilver  change  that  th«e  can  he  no  pretext  fhr 
■nother  iasae  of  this  pestlferons  stnfl. 

Silver  change  is  never  exported ;  and  this  is 
another  reason  for  an  ample  snppl  j  of  it.  Two 
or  three  dollars  ahead,  for  oar  whole  popula- 
tion, oaght  to  be  Mnned  in  26  cent,  10  oeat,  and 
t  cent  pieces. 

Mr.  Bbown  observed  that  he  was  not  in  his 
■eat  when  his  honorable  colleagne  presented 
the  resolotions,  hnt  he  had  heard  a  part  of  the 
debate  which  had  grown  oat  of  them.  He  rose 
now  for  the  purpose  of  deoUntn^  to  enter  into 
the  disciiSBi<ni  on  what  he  ooostdered  a  mere 
abstract  proporitioo.  The  Senate  had  pven  the 
beat  proof  of  its  convioticm  of  the  value  of  s&ree 
droalattai,  hj  pairing  the  UU' which  he  intro- 
duced at  the  early  part  of  the  sesshHi,  to  au- 
thorize the  bran<^  nunts  to  coin  silver  change. 
Be  had  now  nothing  ftirther  to  saj  than  to  ez- 
pnu  the  hope  ihat  this  bill  would  receive  a  fa- 
Torable  oonsfderataoa  in  another  quarter. 

On  motion  by  Jtr.  Stbahqk,  the  resolntions 
'wen  then  laid  oa  the  taUe,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


HOUSE  OF  BXFBSSZNTATIVJEU. 
MoHDAT,  Fobmary  4. 
Vermont  Anti-Slavery  JReeolutioru. 

This  being  petition  day,  the  Sfbaeeb  an- 
nounced, as  the  first  bnsiness  in  order,  the  Joint 
reeolutions  of  the  L^slatnre  of  Vermont,  pre- 
sented two  weeks  ago  by  2fr.  Evmurrr,  on  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  uie  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  the  slave-trade,  etc.,  which 
Ur.  E.  had  moved  to  have  read,  printed,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

The  Chaib  had  decided  that  these  resolu- 
tions fell  within  tlie  operation  of  Hr.  Atheb- 
Ton's  resolution  of  ib»  13th  of  December,  and 
that  tliey  must  go  on  the  table,  in  the  words  of 
^torder,  without  being  read,  printed^  debated, 
or  refbrred. 

Mr.  Etsbrt  took  an  a^wal  from  that  de- 
eision. 

The  Spbakkb  stated  the  grounds  of  his  de- 
dsion  substant^aUy  as  follows:  oertun  Joint 
resolations  were  presented  from  the  Legislature 
of  Vermont,  embracing,  among  other  things, 
the  saliject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  m  the 
District  of  Odombia,  the  slave-trade  -between 


[25™  Owe. 

the  Btates,  and  the  admisnon  <^  new  States  in- 
to the  Union.  The  Chaib  decided,  that  ihtm 
■portiaaa  of  the  memorials  or  resolntioiiB,  uaaez 
the  order  of  the  House  of  the  ISth  of  Decembv 
last,  would  lie  on  the  table.  Any  other  por- 
ta on  (rf  the  relations  which  merely  went  to 
protest  against  ttiat  order,  would  not  fall  vith- 
m  the  operation  of  it.  Upon  pyeeaiting  these 
resolntions,  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  mcmd 
that  they  tw  read,  printed,  and  refnred  to  a 
committee — 

Hr.  ErxKinr.  To  a  Committee  of  Om  mA 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  Spbakbb.  It  is  the  aame  thing.  He 
Ohaib  then  reiterated  several  former  decisva 
of  the  Hoose,  identical  with  the  one  then  under 
consideration.   In  the  first  session  of  the 
Ooogress,  while  the  select  oommitteo  naaei 
under  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Pisojukkt  oo  tbs 
subject  of  slavery  was  in  existence,  m  gesda- 
man  from  Virginia,  not  now  a  member  of  this 
Hoiue,  (Mr.  Fattoo,)  presented  certain  Joint  res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  cs 
the  subject  of  Abolition,  and  moved  Ihdr  ref- 
errace  to  that  committee  with  c»tun  in-  | 
stmotions.  Tliere  was  an  existing  order  tha  ' 
in  foroe  for  the  reference  of  all  papere  <m  tUs  | 
suhjeot  to  that  adect  committee,  under  similir 
prohibitiona  against  being  reai^  debttted,  I 
and  under  the  general  phraseology  of  thM  I 
order,  the  presmt  Speaker  decided  that  rcsob- 
tions  of  State  L^^atures  fell  within  its  order.  | 
From  that  deoiuon  Mr.  Fatten  took  an  appeal, 
and  upon  a  solemn  vote  of  the  House  the  de> 
cision  was  sustained  by  a  vote  of  143  to  4Ql 
Upon  the  point  as  to  reading  tmch  resolations 
the  same  question  was  decided  at  the  same,  ^ 
agfun  at  the  subsequent  sesuona,  viz.,  that, 
under  the  then  existing  orders,  they  couM  not 
be  read.   At  the  same  eesuon  of  that  Ccmgresa, 
a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  AbtditiMi,  Ac, 
was  presented  by  the  same  gentleman  from 
VermoalL  who  asked  for  its  reading.  The 
Speaker  decided  it  roost  go  to  the  select  eon- 
mittee  without  reading,  and  the  Hoose  aoqni- 
esoed  in  that  decision.   At  the  second  sessioii 
of  that  Congress,  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chnsetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  after  the  adopti<m  of  an 
order  similar  to  the  one  now  in  forces  pnseat- 
ed  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  AboUtioo, 
and  called  for  its  reading.   The  Speaker  decid- 
ed that  it  must  go  on  the  table  without  being 
read,  printed,  Qr  referred,  reciting  the  words 
of  the  order.   An  appeal  was  taken  from  this 
decision,  and  the  appeal  was  laid  on  the  bible. 
On  the  same  ocoauon,  Ur.  Adamb.  presented 
upwards  <^  twenty  other  similar  petitions,  and 
asked  the  reading  of  eadi.  The  Speaker  made 
the  same  dednott  in  each  case,  the  ceDtlemaa 
appealed  in  every  one  of  them,  and  ^e  ai^eab 
were  severally  laid  on  the  tfdile  by  a  vole  of 
the  House.   These  questions  had^beeo  repeat- 
edly settled'  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Bbohbon  had  intended,  at  first,  he  said, 
to  demand  the  previous  qnestion,  but  he  now 
moved  to  lay  the  ^>pea2  on  the  biUe* 
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Mr.  Etkbstt  called  for  the  yeas  and  najs  on 
tiiat  motion,  whioh,  being  ordered,  were — J6aa 
123,  nays  44. 

Mr.  EvKBKTT  then  moved  to  refer  that  por- 
tion ot  th9  resolntiona  relating  to  the  ret- 
cdi^on  of  the  12th  of  December  to  a  Oommlt- 
tee  <tf  the  Wh<^  on  the  state  oi  &e  Union. 

Jb.  DaoHooounioTed  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
which  vas  agreed  to  vithont  a  dividon. 


m  BXNATB. 

TirKn>4T,  Febnur;'  6. 

Armed  Oeeupation  and  SettUmmt  of  Florida. 

On.  motion  of  Hr.  Bekton,  the  bill  for  the 
armed  ooctipation  and  settlem^it  of  Plwida 
'was  taken  up,  and  discussed  by  flffiirii,  Bxir- 
TON,  Fbb^v,  and  Ijnn. 


Thubsdat,  Febroary  7. 

Jtemoiutranee  against  outside  Interferenes  with 
Slavery  in  the  Dittriet  ^  (klut^iek, 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentqcky,  presented  a  memo- 
rial, signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  remonstrating  against 
the  interference  of  the  citizens  of  other  parts  of 
the  country  in  the  sabject  of  slavery  in  the 
District,  and  against  any  action  on  the  part  of 
CongresB  in  compliance  with  such  unauthor- 
ized interference. 

After  giving  an  abstract  of  the  contents  of 
the  memorial,  Mr.  O.  said  he  wonld  embrace 
the  opportnotty  of  presenting  his  views  on  the 
irablect  of  theee  AboHUon  mtitiona.  He  said 
he  had  been,  and  waa  still  of  the  <^inioD,  that 
the  proper  course  for  the  disposal  of  these  pe- 
titions would  have  been  to  rec^ve  them,  uid 
refer  them  to  an  appropriate  committee,  who 
might  present  to  the  community  a  strong  and 
argumentative  appeal  on  the  sul^ect.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate  thought  oUierwise;  and 
while  they  had  no  intention  to  violate  the  right 
of  petition,  the  course  whioh  they  had  adopted 
had  enabled  the  Abolitionists  to  represent  them 
as  having  done  so,  and  thereby  greatly  to  in- 
orease  their  nnmerioal  strength.  He  said  that 
the  petitions  for  the  abolitioa  of  slavery  in  the 
Dismot  and  In  the  Territories  was  but  a  means 
1^  aocompliidiing  the  ultimate  aim  of  the  Abo- 
Utionists— muversal  emandpatioQ.  Th^  were 
stages,  and  short  stages  to  a  bloody  goal — 
emantdpation  without  compensation,  and  with- 
out m<n^  preparation.  For  this  they  were  at- 
tempting to  excite  the  people  of  one  seotion  ctf 
the  Union  against  another  section,  by  exagge- 
rated pictures  of  the  horrors  of  slavery.  Hence 
their  continual  citation  of  the  snbjeot,  and 
their  attempt  to  connect  it  wiUi  the  political 
controversies  of  the  country.  He  alluded  to 
the  distinguished  agitator  on  another  sphere, 
(O'Connetl,)  who  has  sud  that  we  should  be 
excluded  fi^m  tlie  respectable  sooiefy  of  En- 
rope;  a  society  to  whioh  he  himself  UM  only  ft 


kind  of  contraband  admittance,  and  was  tole* 
rated  with  a  soomftil  repngaance.  He  consid- 
ered his  ebullitions  as  the  malignant  ravings  of 
the  plunderer  of  his  own  country,  and  the  U- 
beller  of  a  kindred  peoj^e.  Ho  said  that  persona 
of  both  sections,  and  of  the  different  pditical 
parties  of  the  Union,  have  endeavored  to  pn^t 
by  the  Abolition  u^dtemrat.  Previous  to  the 
late  Freddential  election,  Mr.  Tan  Buren  had 
been  charged  with  being  on  Abolitionist.  He 
(Mr.  0.)  never  particip^ed  or  believed  in  tiiis 
diarge.  No,  air,  he  is  no  Abolitionist.  He 
oo^jored  Abolitionists  to  pause^  and  look  on 
the  dreadful  precipice  towards  which  they  were 
hurrying  our  beloved  country.  He  denied  that  - 
Oongress  had  any  power  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject  of  slavery.  He  sud  that  by  the  Mi»< 
souri  compromise,  Florida  had  a  right,  when 
she  had  the  requisite  population,  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Union  with  tiie  institution  of  slavery. 
He  d«aied  the  risht  of  Oongress  to  interfere 
with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  so 
long  as  slavery  did  not  interfere  with  the  com- 
fortable occupation  of  the  District  as  a  seat 
Oovernment  for  the  Union,  which  was  provid- 
ed by  the  act  ef  cession.  The  idea  of  Congrese 
having  power  to  prohibit  the  transportation  of 
slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  was  preposter- 
ous. Hesaidthattheultimateaimof  Abolition- 
ists was  emuicipatioo,  the  universal  emandpa- 
tion  of  three  millions  of  slaves  in  the  United 
States.  These  were,  on  an  average,  worth  at 
least  four  hundred  dollars  each ;  and  thus  would 
result  the  destruction  of  property  to  the  amount 
of  twdve  hundred  millions  of  dollprs,  by  a  sin^ 
flat  of  le^slation.  It  was  sdd  there  was  no 
right  of  prc^MrU  in  slaves ;  but  that  was  prop- 
erty wh&h  the  laws  made  property.  If  Aboli- 
tionists were  sincere,  they  should  be^,  as  a 
preliminary  step,  to  raise  these  twelve  hundred 
millions  (Hf  dolluv,  for  it  would  be  the  hqght 
of  iqiostioe  to  ask  citizens  of  slaveholding  S&Sea 
to  raise  money  to  pay  for  their  own  property. 
Ho  said  that  the  Abolitionists,  whatever  they 
might  profess,  were  in  favor  of  amalgamation, 
and  supposed,  as  the  leading  white  Abolition- 
ists evinced  no  dispontion  to  commence  the 
work,  that  they  intended  tiiat  it  should  be  car- 
ried oat  by  the  poorer  class,  who  were  expect- 
ed to  consent  to  the  vile  and  loathsome  assod- 
ation.  He  said  that  the  two  colors  could  not 
assodate  together  on  terms  of  equality ;  tha 
whites  must  rale  the  blocks,  or  the  blaoka 
woidd  rule  them ;  that  contests  for  superiority 
would  inevitably  take  place,  and  widely  extend- 
ed carnage  and  desolation  would  l)e  the  result. 
Oar  country,  with  its  happy  population,  its 
smiling  cities,  and  well-cultivated  plantations, 
would  present  naught  but  desolated  fielda^  con- 
flagrated cities,  and  scenes  of  butohery  and 
murder.  Mr.  0.  illustrated  and  defended  these 
and  other  positions,  in  an  able  speech  of  nearly 
two  hours  in  lengUi. 

Mr.  Oalhous  add,  ihat  when  he  turned  hin 
eyes  back  for  the  last  twdve  mwtlis,  and  com- 
pared what  he  fhea  hoard  with  whiU  wm  now 
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atiiy  in  the  same  qnarter,  be  was  foroibly 
strnck,  and  he  might  say,  pleosorably,  with  the 
ofaange.  I  think,  uud  he,  that  it  was  joBt  aboat 
one  year  eiuoe  that  the  Senate  waA  engaged  in 
the  discnsuon  of  a  series  of  resolationa  relating 
to  the  same  snbieot  on  which  we  have  heard 
the  Senator  to-day,  and  which  occnpied  the 
time  of  this  body  for  about  two  weeks,  in  the 
diaonaaion  of  what  many  Vere  pleased  to  call 
UBelesa  abstractions.  At  that  time  Abolition 
was  advanciiig  with  strides  which  tbreatraed 
&e  Union  itself.  To  meet  the  approMhing 
dango*,  he  (Ur.  0.)  tamed  bis  eyea  to  State 
lUghtSj  as  the  ark  of  onr  solBty,  and  which  has, 
'heretofore,  carried  oa  safely  t^roogh  every  diffi- 
onlty.  The  resolutions  to  which  he  referred, 
were  put  forward  aa  the  rallying  ground  for  all 
irho  embraced  the  State  Bights  creed.  How 
they  were  rec^ved  on  the  Opposition  ride,  he 
would  not  say ;  hot  on  this  side  he  was  ably 
sapported  by  his  Republican  friends  of  the 
North,  the  grateful  recollection  oi  whidi  he 
lihould  ever  retain.  That  movement  gave  the 
first  effectual  blow  to  Abolition. 

At  the  close  of  the  s^ion,  it  was  followed 
up  by  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  headed  hy  the  Senator  from 
Onueoticat  on  my  right,  (Ur.  Nilbb.)  It  took 
l^e  ume  elevated  groondf  that  this  was  not  a 
ooosolidated  Government,  bat  a  Federal  Be- 
public  of  confederated  sovereignties ;  and  that 
neither  this  Government  nor  any  of  \he  States, 
or  their  citizens,  had  a  right,  either  here  or 
elsewhere,  to  interfere  with  the  domestie  insti- 
tations  of  the  other  States.  This  address,  fol- 
lowing the  original  move,  had  a  powerftil  ef- 
fect in  consolidating  all  of  the  State  Bights 
creed  throughout  t£e  entire  non-slaveholoing 
States  agunst  the  Abolitionists,  which  effectn- 
ally  diecked  their  farther  progress. 

At  the  beginning  of  tiiis  sesdon,  another 
movement  on  the  same  principle,  made  in  the 
other  wing  of  the  Capitol,  (Mr.  Atbbbton's 
reaolnUons,)  and  which  was  anatained  by  a 
strong  muority,  fbUowed  with  the  most  happy 
eflE^  Ihe  work  was  done.  The  spirit  of 
Aboliti(m  was  ov^ihrown,  of  which  we  have 
a  strong  oonflnnaticm  in  what  we  have  this  d^ 
he^d.  The  Sonth  was  consolidated  as  one  man 

r'Dstit,  and  a  great  political  party  of  the 
th  was  nearly  equally  united  in  opposition ; 
and  he  hoped,  from  indications  that  could 
scarcely  deceive,  that  the  other  party  there 
would  also  BooQ  be  found  rallied  agunst  it. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  this  is  a  great  epoch  in  our 
political  history.  Of  all  the  dangers  to  which 
we  have  ever  been  exposed,  this  naa  been  the 
sreatest  We  may  now  oondder  it  as  passed. 
The  resolutions  to  which  he  referred,  with  the 
fdlowing  movements,  gave  the  fatal  Uow,  to 
which  the  position  now  assumed  by  the  Sena- 
tes from  Kentucky  has  given  the  finishing 
stroke.  What  has  been  done,  will  be  followed 
hy  a  great  moral  revolation  in  the  tone  of  feel- 
i^  and  thinking  in  reference  to  the  domestic 
inslitiitioDa  of  the  Sonth.  Already  the  disoua- 


sion  has  effected  a  great  (Aanga  aiiuio|;  onr- 
sdves.  There  were  many,  very  many,  m  Uk 
slaveholding  States,  who,  at  the  commencemeii 
of  the  oontroversy,  believed  that  sUvery,  »h 
existed  among  us,  was  an  evil  to  be  tdented, 
because  we  could  not  escape  from  it^  but  not 
be  defended.  That  has  passed  away.  We  oor 
believe  it  has  been  a  great  blessing  to  both  of 
the  races — the  European  and  African,  vhidi 
by  a  mysterious  Providence,  have  been  brooTLi: 
together  in  the  Southern  section  of  this  Udiud. 
The  one  has  greatly  improved,  and  the  oUtn 
has  not  deteriorated',  while,  in  a  political  po'x: 
of  view,  it  has  been  the  great  stay-  of  the  I'ltko 
and  onr  free  institutions,  and  one  ttf  the  mxn 
sources  of  the  unbounded  prosperity  <^ 
whole.  How  that  we  have  witbrtood  tiwaboci, 
our  institntions  would  be  viewed  more  birtj 
than  they  have  hitherto  been,  and  he  had  bo 
^prehension  but  that  the  resnlt  woaM  k 
a  great  change  of  feeling  towards  them,  ut 
only  in  our  countzy,  but  over  the-civilitoi 
world. 

I  did  not  rise,  swd  Mr,  to  enter  mto  i 
discussion  of  the  subject.  I  heard  the  Senvo' 
from  Kentucky  with  pleasure.  His  mecbTOl 
have  a  hiwy  ^ieoL  and  will  do  mudi  to  tm- 
summate  wnat  had  already  been  bo  hm^ 
begun,  utd  auocessfally  carried  on  toiram  ■ 
completion. 


SATTnttDAT,  FebruazT-  9. 
Florida  Armed  Occupation, 

Kr.  Bbnton  moved  to  take  np  the  bill  iv 
the  armed  occupation  of  that  part  of  the  t&re 
tory  of  Florida  now  overrun  by  buids  of  b* 
randing  Indians ;  which  motion  was  igreed  ft 
and  the  bill  was  taken  up  as  in  GominitlM« 
the  Whole,  the  question  being  on  the  niotka 
fat  tiie  indefinite  postponement  of  the  lull. 

Ou  taking  this  question,  it  was  deoded  in 
the  n^ative,  as  follows : 

TxAS.— Uessrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentacky,  O**- 
ton,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  McKcan,  Merrick,  Borm 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roblniu,  Bugries,  Smia 
of  Indiana,  Bpenoe,  Swift,  lUlnadge,  Webster,  vA 
White— 20. 

Nats.— MesBTB.  Allen,  Bentoo,  Brown,  Bodmw- 
GalhoQD,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cotfabert,  Fulton,  fin- 
bard,  Khig,  Unn,  Lumpkin,  MontfHi,  Kie^xilu,  ^m 
NorveU,  Reroe,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  rf  C» 
necdcut.  Wall,  WiUianu  of  Ulsaiasippi,  Wrigbt, 
TouDg— S4. 

Ur.  Bkston  offered  several  amutdm^  ^ 
the  details  t^the  bill,  which  were  s^c^^ 

Mr.  WniiAHS,  of  Mississippi,  oflercd  m 
amendment  requiring  the  settler  to  be  over 
eighteen  years  of  age,  to  bo  entitied  » 
grant  of  land  provided  in  the  hill ;  vm» 
adopted;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BasroN,  the  bill  was  v- 
dered  to  be  printed  aa  amended,  aad  bid  on 
die  tablA  till  Mondaf  next. 


Florida  Arm»i  Ocaupatim. 
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AppUeatlim  <(f  Steam  to  lftmgatii»—Dr.  Rvmteg. 


[Febrdaxt,  1689. 


HOUSE  07  BEPRBBEHTATIVBS. 

SxTinD:i.T,  FflibnuuT  9. 
A^lieaUon  i^f  Steam  to  Na^aUon^Dr. 


Hr.  TTsDiBTOOD  called  np  the  following  Joint 
resoIntioQ,  reported  by  him  a  or  two  ago, 
from  the  Select  Oonuulttee  r^sed  on  the  anb- 
ject: 

lUtoltfed  hv  tlte  Seaata  and  Sovm  of  Jlepreienta- 
tiveM  of  the  United  Statet  of  Anutiea  in  Cotiffresa 
auembled.  That  the  Pre^deot  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
requested  ta  present  to  James  Ramsey,  janlor,  the 
son  and  only  child  of  James  Riunsey,  deceased,  a 
naitable  gold  medal,  commemoratiTe  of  bis  fsthw's 
services  and  high  agency  In  ^ring  to  the  vorid  the 
benefits  of  the  steamboat. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  U.  being  agreed  to, 
Hr.  Bdhbbt,  of  Kentnoky,  rose  and  said : 
James  Rnmsey  was  a  native  of  Maryland, 
from  vUch  State  he  removed,  in  early  man- 
hood, to  Bbepherdstown,  Yii^finia,  where  he 
turned  hia  attention  ezdasiTely  to  engineering- 
and  mechanical  pnrsaita — superintending  for 
a  time  the  operations  of  the  Potomac  company 
In  improving  the  navigaUon  of  that  river — 
sn^esting  many  novel  views  in  mechanism, 
and  making  various  improvements  in  miUinff 
and  the  application  of  water  power.  As  early 
as  July  or  Aagost,  1783,  as  appears  by  the 
testimony,  he  conceived  the  idea  of  navi- 
gation by  steam;  and  from  this  time  to  the 
boar  of  his  death  his  whole  sonl  was  absorbed 
in  this  great  sabjoct  It  will  be  reedlected 
tiiat  at  this  early  period  the  mechanic  arts, 
and,  more  especially,  that  branch  embracing 
steam  machine^,  were  in  thehr  very  infancy 
in  America.  I^ere  was  no  steam  machinery 
in  It.  There  were  no  practical  arl^  capable 
of  fabricating  any.  Even  in  England,  although 
some  progress  had  been  made  by  Watt,  the 
steam  engine,  and  its  great  appendage,  the 
boiler  or  generator,  were  mde,  imperfect, 
comparatively  inefficient.  Bnmsey  had  to  in- 
vent to  originate  evetr  tiling — ^to  procnre 
&om  different  places,  and  d^erent  workshops, 
andf  though  not  a  practical  mechauicj  often  to 
feahion  and  modify  with  his  own  hands  the 
variona  parts  of  a  work  even  now  difficult  and 
otmti^oate.  From  tlie  Inezpwienoe  of  work- 
men, and  the  total  aluenoe  of  all  the  tools  and 
machines  now  collected  in  en^ne  &ctories,  his 
progress  was  necrasarily  expensive,  slow,  em- 
barrassed, and  all  execution  so  imperfect  as  to 
preclude  the  possibility  of  more  than  partind 
success.  Under  these  most  disadvantageous 
circumstances,  he  succeeded  In  the  autumn  of 
1784  in  making  a  private,  but  very  imperfect 
experiment,  jn  order  to  t«rt;  some  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  invention.  And  notwithstanding 
much  of  his  machinery  was  so  utterly  defective 
as  qniokly  to  Ual  in  many  ports,  and  to  require 
Tonewal  and  reconstruction  throughout,  yet 
BO  well  convinced  was  he  of  ultimate  success 
from  this  experiment,  that,  at  tlie  October 
sesai^m  of  the  Yiqjnia  Le^datnre  for  that 


year,  he  applied  for  and  obt^ed  an  act 
guaranteeing  to  him  the  exdndve  use  of  his  in- 
vention in  navigating  the  waters  of  the  State. 
Tltia  will  be  sem  by  reference  to  tiie  statutes 
of  that  OcHnmonwealth.  About  the  same 
time,  also,  he  communicated  bis  invention  to 
General  Washington,  as  appears  by  a  letter 
of  that  personage,  the  original  of  which  was 
before  that  committee,  dated  November,  1787, 
to  the  late  Governor  Johnson,  of  Maryland.  It 
seems  that  he  did  not  earlier  make  this  com- 
munication to  Washington,  because  be  had 
not  matured  and  dige^ed  bis  plan,  or  tested 
its  truth  by  any,  even  partial  experiments.. 
And  when  ho  did  make  it,  so  new,  so  hold,  so 
original,  and  unheard  of  was  it.  Utat  Washing* 
ton  dedarea  In  that  letter  that  he  considered  it 
"  rather  as  an  ebttlllti(m  i^hisgeidas"  than  as 
any  thing  likely  to  be  available. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  (January, 
1785,)  he  obtdned  a  patent  from  tbe  General 
Assembly  of  Maryland  for  navigating  by  stesm 
the  bays  and  rivers  of  that  State ;  and  imme- 
diately afterwards  commenced  preparations  for 
an  experiment  on  a  larger  scale.  Through 
the  wliole  of  this  year,  he  was  deeply  ei^aged 
in  building  a  boat,  and  procuring,  improv- 
ing, adapting  and  testing  tbe  several  parts  of 
bis  machinery.  He  did  not,  however,  from 
the  causes  which  I  have  before  mentioned,  get 
ready  for  a  public  trial,  nntil  the  year  follow- 
ing, (1785,)  which,  all  things  oonsidered,  wm 
eminently  sncoosniL  This  experiment  was 
made  on  the  Potomac,  near  Sbepherdstown, 
Virg^la,  In  the  presence  tjf  Inmdreds  of 
spectators.  It  is  proven  by  various  witnesses. 
It  is  described  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Bedinger, 
and  certified  by  Doctor  Alexander,  of  Balti- 
more, for  whose  high  respectability  I  refer  to 
such  of  the  delation  from  Maryland  as  are 
acquainted  witii  him.  The  gentleman  near  me 
(Mr.  Jbnifsb)  says  there  is  no  one  more 
worthy  of  full  confidence,  la  this  trial  he 
succeeded,  notwithstanding  the  unavoidable  im- 
perfection of  his  machinery,  in  proptlling  1m 
ooat  againat  the  eurrmt  hy  eteam  aSme/our  or 
five  mite  on  hour.  There  was  long  in  the 
posseadon  of  one  of  his  fiunily  an  andent 
pamphlet— with  high  evidence  of  authenticity 
upon  its  face,  which  I  have  often  read,  and  the 
general  contents  of  which,  I  know,  are  recol- 
lected by  many  persons  In  Kentucky — ooDr 
tidning  the  approbatory  certificates  of  numer- 
ous gentlemen,  who  witnessed  this  exhibition; 
amongst  them,  that  of  General  Gates,  as  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Bedinger.  This  _  pamphlet  has 
been  lost  or  mislaid;  and  those  interMted  have 
been  unable  to  repossess  themselves  of  it,  or 
to  obtain  another  copy.  Bat  independent  of 
this  mass  of  testimony,  tbe  proof  oefore  the 
committee  as  to  this  experiment  is  so  dear, 
so  ample,  and  condudve,  that  no  one  can  read 
it  and  doubt  The  results  of  tbia  trid  were 
by  no  means  ^Uscooraging.  So  far  frtmi  it,  tiiat, 
says  Doctor  Alezanur,  who  was  on  board, 
"every  person  present  bdieved  tliat  Mr. 
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Bmnsej  bad  aocomplished  all  his  wishes.'^ 
The  first  efforts  of  Fulton  in  Amerioa^  more 
than  twent/  jears  after,  were  but  little  more 
snocessfol.  It  was  not  mitit  after  repeated 
trials — great  and  extensive  modificationa  and 
improrementa,  regniring  much  time  and  money, 
and  testing  to  the  utmost  the  liberal  patronage 
of  livingston — ^that  be  snoceeded  in  obtaining 
a  velooitj  reasonably  oseful.  And  even  the 
utmost  rapidity  with  which  he  navigated  his 
boats  was  far,  infinitely  fiv,  behind  that  which 
mbseqnent  improvement  has  aohieved.  I  speak 
not  this  in  ^spanganent  of  Fnlton.  It  can- 
not be  BO  tmmrstood.  Qreai  Inventions,  re- 
qniring  oomplioate  maohinei^,  are  never  per- 
fected and  seldom  made  emmenUy  uaeM  ai 
once.  High  excellence  is  rarely  attained  nntil 
the  mechanical  world  has  tendered  its  offer- 
ings— ponred  in  its  contributions  through  a 
long  series  of  years.  Time,  labor,  money, 
T^Mflied  modifications  and  experiments — the 
conjoint  sn^estions  of  praotioiu  and  theoreti- 
cal mechanics,  ore  all  prerequisite  and  aoxiliary 
to  the  perfectnoUon  of  a  great  invention. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  printing  press  of  our 
day,  throwing  off  thooHmda  of  accnrate  impres- 
amta  in  an  hour.  From  its  wondroos  oeurily 
in  mnltip^ring  copies,  and  throogb  the  agency 
of  ateam  on  the  land  and  the  water,  scatter- 
ing them  fbr  and  near,  it  may  almost  be  com- 

f tared,  in  its  capacity  for  the  diffusion  of  int^- 
eotnfu  light,  to  the  sun  in  the  heaveoa,  in  his 
capacity  for  shedding  physical  warmth  and 
radiance  apon  the  world.  And  yet  the  press 
of  onr  day— all  admirable  as  it  is — is  bot  the 
rode  wooden  type  and  clum^  apparatos  of 
the  great  German  inventor,  in  a  beantifid,  im- 
proved, and  perfected  form. 

Bat  to- return  from  this  digression,  in  which, 
as  I  promised  brevity,  I  on^t  not  to  hav^ 
indolged.  After  his  experunent-— snocessfnl 
experiment— npoa  the  Fobnnao,  in  1786,  to 
which  I  have  adverted,  Bnnwejr,  bong  under 
tiie  stnmg  conviction  that  Aiaal  workmen 
and  perfect  machinery  were  alone  wanting  to 
the  most  complete  success,  and  sennble  that 
Buch  could  not  then  be  procured  in  America, 
resolved  to  go  to  England  'With  slender 
means  of  his  own,  and  dded — ^no,  not  aided — 
but  mocked  and  deluded  by  some  timid  and 
unsteady  patronage,  he  there  resumed  with 

aenei^  his  great  undertaking.  He 
»d  to  procure  patents  from  the  firiUsh 
aent  for  steam  navigation,  and  Various 
inventions  embramg  improved  steam  engines 
and  boilers ;  those  of  watt,  and  til  precwing 
ones,  being  extremdy  inartifidal  and  imper- 
Ibot  Thew  patents  bear  date  in  the  bednning 
iff  1788»  luny  his  Inventicma,  m  one 
modified  form  or  another,  are  now  in  general 
use.  As,  for  instance,  the  cylindrical  boiler, 
so  superitn-  to  the  old  tub  or  still-boilers,  in 
the  presentation  of  fire  surface,  and  capacity 
for  holding  highly  rarified  steam,  is  described, 
both  sin^e  and  combined,  in  his  specifications, 


{2]5m  Cosa. 

and  is  identical  in  principle  with  the  ta1>-b(»ler, 
which  he  used  in  his  Potomac  experiment. 

Di£Bcultie6  and  embarrassmenta  of  a  peeoni- 
ary  nature,  and  oUiers,  such  as  invariablj 
obstruct  the  progress  of  a  new  inventids, 
attended  him  in  England.  He  was  oHea  cco- 
pelled  to  abandon,  temporarily,  his  main  otgetl, 
and  torn  his  attertion  to  sometbiDg  elat,  m 
order  to  raise  means  to  resume  it.  He  under- 
took, with  the  same  powe^  but  hj  its  more 
Ju^dooB  ^vpIioatifMi,  to  prDODce  higtier  resate 
in  several  waterwn^  in  all  whuA  he  aw- 
oeeded,  realidng  therel^  srane  reputation,  tai 
some  funds  to  ^ply  to  his  fiivorite  project, 

At  another  tmie,  as  mentioned  by  the  <aa- 
mittee  in  their  rraort,  in  order  to  avoid  a 
"London  jail,"  and  the  delay,  if  not  defeat,  u 
all  his  high  hopes,  he  was  compelled  to  truK- 
fer,  at  what  he  considered  a  ruinoas  aaciifiN, 
a  large  interest  in  his  invention — a  oootnct 
which  entangled  and  embarrassed  him  dnnug 
the  remunder  of  his  short  life.  Still,  howem, 
he  struggled  on,  undismayed;  and  had  coc- 
strncted  a  boat  of  about  one  hundred  tea 
burden,  and  pushed  forward  bis  machiueiy  u 
near  to  the  point  ot  ocHutdetim  as  to  be  a!^ 
to  indicate  a  day  not  very  distant  for  a  puKj 
exhibition,  when  his  sodden  death  ensaed  from 
apoplexy,  while  discnsaiDs  the  principles  of 
one  of  bis  inventions  before  a  philost^phical 
society  of  London.  A  very  Interesting  accocnt 
of  the  manner  of  his  death  is  given  in  the  letttr 
of  E.  0.  Wakefield,  amongst  the  papers  before 
the  select  conmiittee.  "With  bis  life,  the  whob 
project  ceased ;  there  was  no  one  present  to 
administer ;  there  was  no  one  interested  in  his 
undertaking  possessed  of  skill  and  ability  to 
carry  it  out.  Host  men  looked  upon  it  as 
wild  and  visionary.  Few  would  have  be€a 
willing  to  incur  the  ridicule  of  attemptitw  u 
complete  it  AH  that  he  left— -Ida  verr  best 
and  machinery — ^liarely  sufficed  to  Batisqr  anx- 
ious and  greedy  creditors. 

With  ^  snaden  death  of  Fieaco^  of  Genoa, 
tJiat  most  extraordinary  revolution  wliich,  is 
a  single  night,  with  admirable  ability,  ho  had 
nearly  effect^,  ceased,  rolled  back,  becaiae 
abortive.  So  did  the  sudden  death  of  this 
humbler,  bat  more  useful  man,  arrest  all 
Airther  prosecution,  at  that  time,  of  the  great 
object  to  which  he  had  so  intentiy  devoted 
himsell  and  which,  in  some  of  the  modes 
whichhe  contemplated,  he  must,  had  time 
been  allowed,  have  completed.  He  was  not 
permitted  to  live  to  witness  the  realixaUm 
oi  the  highest  deugu  whiob  he  had  oooo^ve^ 
and  the  oonsummation  of  which  lie  never 
doubted,  to  use  his  own  bold  laoguaee,  *'tht 
navig^on  of  our  great  rivers,  the  lakes,  the 
gulf  stream,  and  the  ocean  itself^  by  the  agency 
of  steam." 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  evident  from  the  informa- 
tion before  the  committee  who  reported  this 
resolution,  that  Bnmsey,  from  the  introdoetoiy 
letters  wmoh  be  carried,  tarn.  &a  Li^  ordv 


AffUeadem  of  Skam  to  Nangation — I>r.  £vmt^. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BBBATSS  or  OONORESS. 


74T 


of  meobanioal  genios  whioh  he  displayed,  and 
the  daring  and  o^^al  jm^eot  vhloh  he  was 
attempting,  attraotad  aome  attentiffii  in  London, 
and  aeoared  to  hkuelf  the  aeqnidQtanoe  and 
fliend^p  of  many  reapeotable  men.  It  is 
fair  to  presume  that  other  intelligent  Ameri- 
cans, then  resident  in  London,  wonld  hare 
formed  some  aoqountance  both  with  him  and 
the  novel  design  he  was  prosecuting.  It  is 
known  that  Falton  was  for  many  years,  doring 
and  after  this  period,  living  in  Eorope,  and 
spenc^Dg  mnoh  of  his  time  in  London ;  and  in 
the  absence  of  aU  other  proof^  it  could  soaroely 
be  believed  tiiat  he,  with  a  talent  for  these 
things,  with  a  mind  directed  to  such  ot^ects, 
womd  have  failed  in  becoming  acquainted 
witbf  and  interesting  hinuelf  in  the  operations 
hb  coontryman,  who  was  oconpying  a 
poution  of  pahiM  prominence;  so  mnoh  so 
that,  aa  he  states  in  a  letter  to  his  brother,  his 
project  was  the  fi^nent  subject  <^  newspaper 
remark,  and  even  of  "  play-nonse  wit."  But 
all  doubt  is  removed  by  the  letter  of  Rumaey 
to  hia  friend  Ur.  "West,  in  America,  in  wfaicn 
be  speaks  of  Fulton  aa  if  they  were  on  terms 
of  intimacy.  Does  not  the  ooDolusion  almost 
irreBistibly  follow,  that,  from  tills  assodation 
with  Bnmaey,  and  acqaaintaoce  with  hia 
plana,  Fulton  waa  advanced  in  knowledge, 
was  led  to  reflect,  and  ultimately  to  act'  on 
this  subject  (  And  whether  his  applicatim 
of  steam  power  was  identical  or  diasimilar— 
original  or  derived — wholly  new,  or  modiflea- 
tions  and  improvemaita  on  some  of  Rumsey's 
plans— stin  it  appears  to  me  that  it  wonld  be  cruel 
injustice  to  the  memory  of  this  persevering, 
ardent,  talented,  but  nnfortunate.mau — unfor- 
tnaate  in  being  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  in  the  midst  of  his  career — ^to  say  that 
the  world  was  under  no  obligation  to  him 
for  an  invention  so  inealonlably,  so  sapremely 
importaat. 

If  further  evidence  waa  wanting  to  prove 
that  this  act^naintance  with  Bumsey  waa  not 
inoperative  m  turning  Fulton^s  attention  to 
the  steamboat,  it  will  be  found  in  the  &ot 
that  he  was  engaged  in  it  in,1798,  very  f^ortiy 
after  the  death  df  Sumaey. '  Tbia  is  iq>parent 
ftom  hia  correspondenoe  with  Lord  Stanhope, 
who  himself  made  some  experiments  in  1786. 
Fulton  went  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
troducing his  torpedo  for  the  ezplouun  of 
ships ;  but,  after  the  death  of  Bumaey,  the 
steamboat  seems  to  have  engaged  his  chief 
attention,  until  his  final  success  in  1807.  It  u 
known,  and  ao  stated  by  his  biographer,  that, 
before  bis  retom  to  America,  he  was  for  many 
years  actively  employed  in  studying  the  sub- 
ject, in  constructing  a  variety  of  models,  and 
maUDg  a  series  of  ozperiments  on  a  small 
scale.  And  when  it  is  reooHeoted  that  fifteen 
years  thna  elapsed  befiire  he  obtained  a  motion 
mnoh  ezoeemi^;  five  miles  an  hour,  it  is 
matter  of  admiration  that  Bumaey,  without 
any  reflected  lights,  ahould  in  the  short  poriod 
allowed  him  have  ^cted  so  much. 


[FkMnunr,  1888. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  onder^iood— Z  know 
not  with  what  truth,  bnt  I  believe  the  fitot  is 
embodied  in  "Oolden*s  Ufa"— that  when 
Fulton  made  his  first  essay  befbre  the  city  of 
New  York,  a  vast  multitude  assembled — moat 
of  them  doubters,  disbelievers,  sneerers.  After 
a  few  revolutions  of  the  engine,  some  accident 
occurred  from  imperfect  machinery,  leading  to 
a  temporary  suspension  of  the  experiment. 
A  nbylant  voice  arose  from  the  crowd,  "  We 
$aid  ao.  knew  it  would  not  doJ"  Scorn 
and  derision  were  poured  fortlii  upon  tiie  man 
who,  improving  on  the  labors  of  nia  predeces- 
sor, Bumsey,  was  doing  more  for  the  benefit 
of  hia  species  than  has  ever  been  effected  by 
all  the  mighty  anniea  and  victorious  chie& 
"from  Maced<»aia*8. madman  to  tlw  Swede." 
Now,  suppose  that  Fiolton,  befvre  remedying 
Um  defect,  had  snddudy  died— in  a  land  is 
strangers,  too— leaving  no  one  with  le^ 
aathority  to  act  for  him-^eaving  no  one  m- 
terested  in  his  design,  of  skill  and  talent  to 
consummate  it— poor— embarrassed — in  debt 
— ^with  execations  levied  on  bis  very  boat  and 
engine,  and  merely  suspended  aa  a  matter  of 
special  grace,  untd  this  trial  nhould  be  made : 
suppose,  fh)m  these  or  the  like  causes,  the 
completion  of  the  steamboat  bad  been  post- 
poned for  another  twenty  years;  at  the  end 
of  which  time  some  other  ingenious  man  who 
had  witnessed  Fulton's  efforte— who  was  inti- 
mate with  hia  plans— wlu)  had  been  deeply 
impreased  by  his  powerftal  and  lucid  ifrguments^ 
and  warmed  and  ex<uted  to  take  an  interest  in 
tiie  subject,  by  hia  bold  and  sanguine  spirit 
— ^had,  after  long  private  preparMion,  openly 
resumed  the  project;  and,  under  more  uvor- 
able  aospioes — ^m>m  a  more  advanced  state  c£ 
the  mechanic  arts,  or  the  benign  inflnenoe  of  a 
more  liberal  patronage — had  succeeded,  tri- 
umphantiy  succeeded,  in  establi^ing  the  ntility 
of  the  Bteambbat,  either  on  some  of  Fulton's 
plane,  or  by  modifications  and  improvements 
of  his  own ;  now,  I  aak  the  friends  of  Falton 
whether,  in  this  state  of  tiie  case— and  man 
especially  if  his  had  been  the  original  effort — 
his  memory  ahonld  have  «>ne  down  Into 
oblivion,  ujiknown  and  n^onored  by  his 
country?  As  sooeees  alone,  naked  success,  is 
tiie  criterion  by  which  the  worhl  forma  its 
estimate  of  merit,  I  know  this  other  individual 
would,  generally,  have  mtmopolized  the  honor; 
but  the  inqairing,  tiie  r^eoting,  and  the  jas^ 
would  not  have  passed  nnregwded  tiie  name 
of  Fulton, 

Ifr.  Speaker,  I  would  not,  if  I  could,  take 
a  single  ray  from  the  just  fame  of  Fulton.  It 
is  admitted  on  all  bands  that  he  impt-oved 
upon,  and  first  broadly  introduced,  the  steamr 
boat  into  general  use,  and  for  this  alone  he  is 
entitied  to  the  boundless  and  eternal  ^atitode 
of  mankind.  The  world  haa  been  liberal  ia 
the  oomeruice  of  honor — smnething,  too,  his 
country  has  d<me  for  his  desoeodants — some- 
thing fbrther  this  House  proposed  doing  ft 
the  late  session.  To  that  measure,  when  it 
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was  first  up — the  only  occasion  when  I  was 
presmt— I  gave  mj  cental  asseiit;  and  I 
would  haT«  rdsed  mr  voice  in  its  fhTor,  had 
I  not  been  sensible,  that  a  canse  sustained  as 
it  was,  by  the  fervid  eloquence  and  powerful 
argameo^  of  the  gentlemen  from  South  Caro- 
lina, PennqrlTania,  Kew  York,  and  Eentncky, 
(Messrs.  Legabs,  Biddls,  Hoffuait,  and  Oham- 
BBBS,)  heeded  riot  my  feeble  advocacy.  But 
in  denying  him  ori^nality  I  do  him  no  ii^us- 
tice.  He  never  claimed  it  himself.  His  par- 
tial bic^rapher  ciuinot  claim  it  for  him.  The 
very  first  act  of  the  New  York  Legislature  in 
bi^  favor,  in  1798,  recognizes  him  not  as  the 
invmtor,  bnt  the  improv«r.  All  men  who 
have  looked  into  the  subject  know  that  it  did 
not  begin  with  him.  Long  before,  the  dedgn 
had  heea  eonctived,  to  a  good  extent  accom- 
plished, its  practicBbilitT  proved,  and  was  per- 
risted  in  and  prosecuted  under  uie  most  favor- 
able oircnmstances,  with  unwavering  confi- 
dence and  irrepressible  resolution,  until  bis 
dying  hour,  by  James  Bnmsey ;  but  for  his 
acquaintance  with  whom,  it  ia  probable  the 
powerful  mind  of  Fulton  would  never  have 
Deen  brought  to  act  upon  the  subject,  and  but 
for  whom  it  is  probable  the  world  would 
yet  have  been  tnthont  the  benefits  of  the 
steamboat. 

Hr.  Speaker,  there  was  but  one  individual 
who  contested  Ramsey's  title  to  priori^  in 
fhe  application  of  steam  to  lUTig^ioii ;  and 
aboQt  nis  claims  I  wish  to  make  a  remark  or 
two,  in  a  spirit  of  candor  and  charity ;  for,  as 
to  the  experiment  ascribed  to  the  Spaniard 
Garay,  three  hundred  years  ago,  and  mentioned 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Ur.  Duitoan,) 
at  the  last  session,  when  I  was  not  present  I 
can  only  say,  that  if  any  such  ever  was  made, 
all  knowledge  of  it  had  sunk  into  utter  obli- 
vion. Ages — centuries  had  rolled  ronnd,  and 
the  most  profound  silence  and  ignorance  pre- 
Tfdled  in  regard  to  it.  It  was  unknown  to 
history— unknown  to  traditi(m — and  could 
havtt  bad  no  influence  whatever  in  bringing  for- 
ward tiie  steamboat  in  comparatively  mraem 
t^nes.  I  acknowledge  that  this  statement 
appears  to  me  to  be  an  enthv  fiot^ ;  that 
If  there  be  snob  a  record,  it  was  not  based 
tipon  &ot  It  can  scarcely  be  credited  by 
any  one  who  will  look  into  the  hutory  of  the 
fiirigin,  progress,  and  improvement  of  the 
steMn  en^e,  which,  more  than  two  hun- 
dred years  anerwards,  was  used  for  scarcely 
any  purpose  except  pumping  water  from 
mines,  where  but  little  machinery,  and  nothing 
but  a  simple  rectUinear  action,  was  required. 
If  Garay.  was  thus  three  centuries  in  advance 
of  all  the  world,  while  his  genius  challenges 
our  hiffhest  admiration,  we  are  forced  to 
aoknowledge  that  he  lived  in  vain ;  for,  if  the 
archives  of  the  g^MB^sh  monarchy  do  pre- 
sent any  basis  fbr  this  statement,  there  it 
would  have  mouldered  into  dust,  if  the  success 
of  the  steamboat  in  this  new  world  bad  not 
given  interest  to  every  thing  ocmneoted  with 


[Sfim  Com. 

the  snlfjeet,  and  caused  tbe  eye  of  aonae  aaiti* 
qnsrlan  to  rest  vpoa  the  passage,  whidi  waM 
otJierwise  have  been  ne^cted  as  uuiDteltigiUe 

or  incredible. 

I  said,  l£r.  Speaker,  there  was  bnt  one  per- 
son contested  Rumsey*B  title  to  jmoedenee. 
It  is  stated  in  the  American  BnpploneDt  to 
ReeB*8  Encyclopedia — on  the  eabjeot  oS  Steam 
—that  ^tfih  made  an  experiment  on  tbe 
Delaware  in  1788.   If  this  were  trae,  he  pre- 
ceded Rumsey.   But  I  challenge  the  worid 
to  produce  the  testimony  of  a  respectabfe 
witness,  living  or  dead,  to  corroborate  tlni 
statement   Kone  such  can  be  prodnoed.  The 
assertion  is  utterly  erroneous.   TitiAi  himself 
did  not  claim  to  have  tbonglit  of  it  (steaa 
navigation)  untiH  178B.  In  1787  he  built  a 
boat  and  machinery  on  the  Delaware,  aad 
made  bis  first  experiments  in  1788.  These 
fdcta  are  very  clearly  proven  by  varioiiB. evi- 
dence before  the  committee.   I  will  ree^ 
tolate  but  a  part   The  lettw  of  Goienl 
Washington  to  Governor  Johnson,  written  ii 
November,  1787,  which  I  have  before  adverted 
to,  says  that  Rumsey  communicated  to  him 
his  steamboat  invention  in  November,  1784. 
and  that  some  time  afterwards  Fitch'  esBed 
upon  him,  claiming  for  himself  a  similar  inrea- 
tion,  and  requestmg  an  introdnctoi^  lelur, 
"which  be  (WadnngtfHi)deoUned jriving,  and 
went  so  &r  as  to  inform  Ur.  "EltA  that 
thon^  he  was  not  at  liberfy  to  disclose  tht 
principles  of  Ifr.  Ruinsey*s  disooTar;  be  could 
venture  to  assure  him  that  he  (Fitdi)  was 
not  original,  but  that  the  idea  bad  been  ccn- 
municated  to  him  by  Ur.  Rumsey."  Kov, 
as  Mr.  Rumsey  made  no  communicatiOD  ob  the 
subject  to  Waahington  until  November  1784. 
it  is  probable  that  this  interview  on  the  part  of 
Fitch  did  not  take  place  until  tibe  year  follow- 
ing ;  and,  indeed,  as  I  will  hereafter  shov, 
not  until  the  commencement       1786;  and, 
in  either  case,  it  was  at  a  tiiBe  rbw  RnmseT 
was  exerting  every  nerve  in  preparing  fac 
that  experiment  which  he  made   m  the 
Potomac inl786, and  which  Ihave  before Bea- 
tioned.  At  all  erenta,  it  was  laag  after  the 
private  experiments  whicb  Rumsey  made  m 
1784,  in  order  to  test  some  of  the  inin^les  of 
bis  invention.   If  the  statement  in  the  Ency- 
clopedia, that  Fitch  made  experiments  on  the 
Delaware  near  Phfl^elphia,  in  1788,  wcfe 
true,  can  it  be  believed  that  Washington, whose 
comprehensive  virion  took  in  every  thing  likelr 
to  be  of  any  use  to  hii  country,  woold,  at  so 
short  a  distance,  have  never  heard  of  itt 
And  if  he  hod  never  heard  of  it,  can  It  be 
credited  that  Fitch,  whose  originality  was 
questioned  and  denied,  would  have  &Ued  ia 
certifying  bim'  of  itV  And  if  Washington  had 
either  beard  of  it  before,  or  beoi  infmnned  «f 
it  by  Fitch  at  this  meeting,  could  lie,  to  when 
Ru'ms^  had  made  no  ^soIosaTe  <m  the  sntifeet 
tin  KovKuber,  1784,  have  said  to  Fitch,  Sir, 
yon  are  not  tniginal ;  Rumsey  is  before  yen. 
Nol  every  one  will  see  in  that  letter,  net 
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oxHy  a  r^atatioD  of  the  statement  in  the  Eoojr- 
dlopedia,  bat  a  refatatlon  <tf  Utoh^a  dum  to* 
preoedenoe.  Ob  his  own  preseDtatton  oi  hia 
cose — on  his  own  statements,  declarations,  and 
adndsdona,  Washin^n  refuses  to  ^ve  bim  a 
letter,  and  assnres  him  that  he  has  5eea  antici- 
pated, by  Ramsey.  There  is  also  a  letter  from 
WuhiDgtoQ  to  Rumsey,  written  inHarob,'1786, 
bearing  upon  this  point.  It  will  be  seen  in  the 
12th  volame  of  Sparks'a  Life.  In  this  letter 
Washington  nrges  Rumsey  to  bring  forward  his 
invention ;  warns  him  tliat  his  secret  is  leak- 
ing oat|  and  that  others  vQl  take  advan- 
tage of  it,  and  goes  on  to  state  that  one  indi- 
ridnal  had  called  on  him,  claiming  for  himself 
a  plan  of  steam  navigaUon,  and  requesting  ft 
letter  of  introduction,  vhioh  he  declined  girui^. 
Now,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  the  indi- 
vidnal  here  allnded  to  was  Eltch,  aii^  that  Us 
interi^ew  gave  rise  to  this  admonitory  letter, 
and  took  pUce  not  long  before  its  date. 

The  January  number  of  the  "New  York 
Review,"  just  published,  contains  a  well-written 
artide  on  "  steam  navigation,"  and  I  regret  that 
the  writer  was  nut  in  possession  of  all  the 
facts  touching  its  early  history.  It  therein 
appears  that  Mr.  Ogden,  claiming  certain  rights 
as  representative  of  Fitoh,  asserted  them  by 
petition  before  the  Le^latiire  of  New  York. 
Among  other  testimony  before  the  committee 
raised  on  this  petition,  was  that  of  Gen. 
Bloomfleld,  fixing  the  period  of  iltob's  experi- 
ment to  1787  or  1768.  On  the  anthority  of 
De  Warville,  the  correspondent  of  Jefferson, 
and  an  eminent  French  writer  of  tiiat  period, 
I  feel  warranted  in  sa^lDg  that  it  was  the 
latter  year. 

In  his  work — published  in  1789 — which  will 
be  fonnd  in  your  library,  he  states  that,  being 
in  Philadelphia  in  September,  1788,  he  attended 
by  invitation  and  witnossed  Fitch's  experiment. 
In  a  note,  written  in  the  February  following, 
in  London,  he  says : 

"  I  have  jnst  become  acquainted  with  Hr.  Rumsey, 
of  Virginia,  a  gentleman  of  great  ingenui^,  who 
proposes  building  a  vessel  in  which,  withovt  Bail& 
and  bv  stesjm  skne,  he  will  cnm  the  Atlantic  In  fl^ 
teen^jL" 

This  snUime  conception,  this  bold  under- 
taking of  Ramsey,  uie  accompli^ment*  of 
which  in  the  last  year  has  created  so  vast  a 
sensation,  was  not  unknown  to  me  and  others 
toi  his  fuoily,  bnt,  without  tiie  high  authority 
of  De  Warville,  I  would  not  have  ventured  to 
have  named  it  The  Foglidi  article  in  the 
Encyclopedia  manifests  much  ignorance  and 
carelessness  in  its  preparation ;  as,  for  instance, 
without  the  shadow  of  truth  or  evidence,  it 
ascribes  to  Ur.  Symington,  the  honor  of 
-introdncing  the  steamboat  Into  America,  and 
at  the  same  time  states,  that  Symington's  first 
experiments  were  on  the  Forth  and  Clyde,  in 
1801.  Lord  Stanhope,  Symington,  th%  Abbe 
Amd  of  Frano&  FoUon,  and  others,  seem  to 
have  beuL  nrged  to  refliw^n  and  action  on 
fUs  mljecti  in  ooofleqnenoe  of  Btmuey's 


operations  in  London.  The  American  supple- 
mental article  in  the  Encyclopedia  is  also,  in 
many  respects,  unfair,  disingenuous,  and  im- 
tme.  llie  compiler,  who  is  the  partial  eulogist 
of  Fulton,  aware  tbat  he  cannol  ascribe  to  his 
favorite  the  glory  of  orinnality,  endeavors  to 
mystify  and  becloud,  rather  than  to  illustrate^ 
the  true  history  of  the  invention  of  the  steam- 
boat. He  gives  to  Htch,  whose  claims  were 
untenable,  precedence  of  Rumsey ;  and  I  think 
I  have  shown  that  he  succeeded  him,  although 
I  have  dwelt  on  but  a  part  of  the  evidence : 
that  evidence,  taken  together,  most  clearly 
proves  that  iltch  was  but  a  borrower.  The 
compiler  goes  further,  and,  as  if  to  do  away 
with  aU  claim  which  Rumsey,  or  even  Fitch, 
might  have  upon  the  good  opinion  of  thdr 
oonnlzymen,  says  that  tiu  idea  of  steam  naviga' 
tioo  bad  been  entertained  at  a  rtiH  earlier 
period  by  HuUb  of  England,  and  that  therefore 
he  is  better  entitled  to  the  honor  of  orignality, 
than  Rumsey,  although  be  admits  that  he 
made  no  attempt  to  reduce  it  to  practice,  and 
Rumsey,  under  the  mmt  adverse  circumstances, 
actually  sncceeded  in  mnning  a  boat  against 
the  current  of  a  river  four  or  five  miles  an 
honr.  The  compiler  farther  alleges  that  Rum- 
sey, with  unlimited  patronage,  and  after  full 
trial,  abandoned  the  project  as  hopeless.  In- 
disputable testimony  shows  that  the  assertion 
is  as  unfonnded  and  false  as  it  is  illiberal  and 
craeL  I  judge  that  it  ik  from  his  work  tiiat 
tiie  Secretory  of  the  Treasniy  deduces,  what 
he  call  Us  "  miscellaneous  fiusts  "  in  the  report 
upon  the  steam  enj^ne  leid  upon  our  tables  a 
few  days  ago.  And  from  the  misquotation  of 
names  and  confurion  of  dates— caused,  no 
doubt,  by  hasty  reference — he  has  not  improved 
the  accuracy  of  the  ori^al  article. 

From  the  ignorance  and  carelessness,  wilful 
or  otiierwise,  displayed  in  this  treatise  in  the 
Encyclopedia,  I  nave  no  confidence  in  the 
statement  that  Hnlls  of  England,  obtained  a 
patent  for  steam  navigation,  one  hundred  years 
ago.  I  am  led  to  tus  oonclnsion  by  various 
reflections.  The  steam  engine  at  that  early 
day,  and,  indeed,  down  to  uie  time  of  Watt  in 
the  latter  part  <ff  the  dghteenth  century,  was 
very  inSmdent,  and  venr  Utile  usea  even  for 
the  simplest  purposes.  It  is  not  stated,  so  far 
as  my  examination  has  gone,  what  agent  Hulls 
contemplated  using,  whether  steam  or  animal 
power.  And  farther,  Rumsey  obtained  a 
patent  from  the  British  Government,  for  the 
same  object  (steam  navigation)  long  afterwards, 
(in  1788,)  whidi  was  then  considered  by  all  the 
intelligent  and  sdentific  men  of  London  as  new 
and  original.  . 

But  even  if  the  idea  of  steam  navi^tion  had 
been  entertuned  in  Europe  at  this  anterior 
period,  Rumsey  was  not  the  less  ori^al. 
There  was  no  knowledge  in  America  that  such 
a  design  had  ever  been  presented  in  Europe. 
Rumsey,  imperfect  ednoatad  as  be  was,  with 
a  sli^t  aoqudntanoe  with  bocdra,  relying,  as 
he  did,  (»  his  own  resources,  tax  his  own  inven- 
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tive  genios,  had  never  beard  of  it  imd  even  if 
he  had  heard  that  anch  a  sng^esticm  had  been 
made,  it  can  operate  nothing  in  diminntion  of 
his  merit.  I,  Hr,  can  declare  that  I  have  in- 
Tented  a  plan  for  aSrial  ' navigation— that 
have  devised  a  machine  by  which  I-  will 
soar  aloft  above  the  dull  atmosphere  encom- 
pasuns  the  earth,  where  clouds  and  storms 
prevail  into  the  pure  regions  of  ether,  where, 
maDofacturing  an  air  suitable  to  the  sustenta- 
tion  of  life,  I  will  traverse  thousands  of  miles 
an  hour.  But  if  I  stop  here — if  I  exhibit  no 
plan — if  I  devise  no  macninery,  if  I,  in  no  way, 
prove  its  feasibility — surely  I  am  entitled  to  no 
credit  for  this  saggestion  of  a  wandeiiog  faucy, 
common,  no  doubt,  to  thousands.  If  you 
afterwards,  whether  yon  have  heard  my  sug- 
gestion or  not,  devise  a  plan,  construct  machin- 
ery, and  actually  succeed  in  navigating  the 
idr,  the  honor  of  originality  is  exclusively  your 
own.  I  cannot  participate — it  would  he  pre- 
posterous for  me  to  arrogate  any  portion  of 
the  credit.  If,  from  the  infant  state  of  the 
mechanic  arts,  or  your  poverty,  or  your  early 
death,-  you  left  it  incomplete,  although  you  hod 
done  enough  to  prove  its  practicability,  and  to 
attract  to  it  the  attention  of  ingenious  and 
scientific  men,  and  another  afterwards,  im- 
proving npon  your  plan,  brought  it  into  huo- 
oessful  and  general  operation,  would  it  not  be 
nn£iur  that  your  claims,  altbongh  yon  had 
Ibnnd  the  diamond,  although  yon  had  put  the 
ball  in  motion,  should  be  entirely  superseded 
and  disregarded  t  Should  not  the  world,  in  the 
nndition  of  ajust  judgment,  place  yon  at  least 
on  terms  of  equality  ? 

Ut,  Speaker,  I  will  not  detfdn  the  House 
longer;  I  have  already  occupied  too  much 
time.  I  will  only  add,  that  while  many  of 
the  representatives  of  James  Bumsey  are 
poor,  very  poor — for,  in  consequence  of  his 
early  death,  they  never  derived  any  benefits 
from  the  numerous  inventions  of  their  ances- 
tor, except  such  as  have  been  enjoyed  by  the 
■whole  country — there  is  yet  one  of  tiiem 
whose  clums  address  themselves  to  the  best 
rrmpathies  of  our  natare.  Ilie  one  to  whom 
J  alfode  i»the  only  son,  the  only  liviiig  child, 
of  James  Bamsey.  While  his  father  was  in 
England'  devoting  himself  with  &tBl  intensity 
to  the  completion  of  the  steamboat,  that  son, 
by  a  maligiuint  disease — scarlet  fever — was,  in 
early  infancy,  deprived  of  the  faculties  of 
speech  and  hearing.  Talented,  ingenious,  ready 
and  dexterous  at  various  mechanical  employ- 
ments, he  is  now  earning  a  scanty  subsistence 
by  daily  labor;  but,  with  the  improvidence 
common  fO' persons  in  bis  condition,  making 
no  preparation  for  approaching  old  age.  To 
the  support  and  comfort  of  the  evening  of  his 
life,  I  nave  thought  his  country  might  con- 
tribnte  something,  witiiont  violating  any  prin- 
dples  of  wise  policy. 

Jfr.  ^raaker,  I  have  stood  npon  the  honk  of 
the  beantiflil  river  which  washes  the  broad 
border  of  my  own  bdoved  State,  and  oontem- 


p]at«d  the  majestic  steam  palace  in  herprocd 
career,  exchai^ng  with  rapidity  and  cheapn« 
the  productions  of  different  clhnes,  convejitj 
with  comfort  and  ezpeditiou  the  traTdlii^ 
public,  giving  new  lire  and  energy  to  ooi- 
merce,  to  B(n*icnltnre,  to  national  industry  and 
enterprise :  I  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  stood 
in  mnsine  mood  upon  the  shore  of  tLe  fur 
Ohio,  and  viewed  tne  noble  steamer  wxmf 
victorious  against  wkid  and  current, 

«  WalUng  tlM  mteEB  Ilk*  •  thins  «r  UA't- 

and  then  reflected  that  the  only  son  of  the  mn 
who  first  seriously  attracted  the  attention  d 
yio  skilful  and  ingenious  to  the  subject— tte 
only  son  of  the  man  who  first  yoked  ttf 
power  of  steam  to  the  car  of  oommerce— il? 
only  son  of  the  man  who  first,  by  actiul  tri^ 
proved  its  praotioabili^ — the  only  son  c^tlie 
man  who,  m  his  arduous  stm^les  to  perfect 
and  present  to  the  world  the  steambcat,  ei- 
pended  his  little  fortune,  banished  himself  &ns 
his  home  and  his  oonntry,  and,  in  spite  of  il 
obstacles,  was  poshing  onwards  to  eatm, 
when  arrested  by  sudden  death.  ~  When  I  inn 
reflected  that  the  only  son  of  this  man  was  tail- 
ing for  his  dwly  bread,  smitten  by  his"  Goi 
and  neglected  by  his  country — when  I  1bt» 
contemplated  that  and  this  spectacle,  tie 
steamboat  and  this  unfortunate  son  of  its  inyral- 
or,  feelings,  emotions,  reflections,  have  crovded 
upon  me  of  a  character  which,  as  a  pstriot,  e 
philanthropist,  and  a  Christian,  I  aeknowle^ 
it  was  improper  and  sinfol  to  entertdn.  To 
the  support  of  Uiat  stricken  one  I  have  tlHn^ 
his  country,  abounding  in  resources,  with  men 
hundreds  of  millions  m  pnblio  dom^n  tluut^ 
can  squander  in  ages,  might  contribute  eocM- 
thing  more  substantial  than  a  medal,  witboot 
any  extraordinary  stretch  of  liberality.  But 
it  is  not  fbr  me  to  eolict  it,  evenior  him.  I  ^ 
be  gratified,  deeply  gratified,  if  the  Gotot- 
ment  of  his  country  shall  honor  the  memrj<i 
his  father  for  all  his  sacrifices  and  all  bis  iff- 
vices  by  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

}Sr.  Speaker,  I  could  have  wished  tlst  tlie 
task  which  I  have  endeavored  to  disctuixe 
had  been  undertaken  by  another.  But  vbu* 
I  knew  that  on  every  snbief^  a  ptditinl  a 
party  natare  there  would  be,  on  this  areoa,  > 
host  of  intellectual  champions  armed  oap-ft-i»^ 
panting  for  the  confiict,  and  strogglii^l  t^!* 
floor,  I  apprehend  that,  in  a  caose  of  ths 
kind,  which  is  rather  of  private  conceminent, 
there  would  be  but  little  interest  felt,  and  but 
few,  if  any,  prepared  to  conch  a  friwidlj'  w 
defensive  lance.  Hence  I  have  been  coo- 
strained  to  trespass  on  the  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  said  fliat  I  hare  no 
pecuniary  interest  in  this  matter;  yet,  occu- 
pying the  peculiar  position  which  I  do,iiwy 
vote  should  be  taken,  I  will,  of  course,  be  ex- 
cused from  portidpatuuc  in  it. 

The  resolution  passed  the  House  by  s  nuu* 
mous  vote. 
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m  SENATE. 

UoBDAT,  FebrowT  11. 
Tarif  Cov^promtae  Act  of  1888 — Eittcrical 
Incidenta — It»  Origin — Its  Detign  toprawnt 
tha  Impending  Pnttration  <tf  tha  J^teetiM 
i^atem* 

Mr.  BsNTOs'  observed  that  some  da^B  ago,  in 
the  disoosuon  ot  a  bill  then  befbre  the  Senate, 
he  had  occasion  to  take  some  notice  of  the  com- 
promise  act ;  and  he  then  made  a  statement  of 

■what  had  passed  In  relation  to  It  between  him- 
self and  a  gentleman  who  Vaa  then  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  TSevr  Jersey,  and  head  of  the 
Committee  on  Hanufactnres.  Since  making 
that  statement,  he  had  had  reason  to  address  a 
letter  to  the  gentleman  whose  name  he  men- 
tioned,  (Governor  Diokebson,)  on  the  snbject, 
and  he  had  received  an  answer  which  he  wonla 
read  to  the  Senate,  and  then  let  that  answer 
stand  as  his  statement.  Ur.  B.  here  read  the 
following: 

SoCEABDiiKT,  (N.  J.,}  Feb.  B,  1889. 
Dear  Sib  :  Last  erening  I  received  fours  of  the 
80th  ultimo,  which,  no  doubt,  had  been  detained  on 
the  road  a  day  or  two,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
run  by  which  our  country  has  been  lately  del- 
uged. 

Your  letter  contains  an  extract  from  the  National 
btellieencer,  in  whiidi  it  ia  dmled  that  Hr.  Wxensn 
had  saul  to  me  that  he  bad  not  been  ooDsnlted  as  jto  the 
compromise  Ull,  &&,  and  you  ask  for  my  recollecdons 
as  to  this  taxL '  X  hwten  to  relate  to  you  the  facts  in 
this  case,  so  far  as  I  can  now  recoUect  them.  On  the 
day  before  Ur.  Gut  introduced  this  bill  into  the 
Senate,  he  mentioned  to  me  that  he  had  ^ven  notice 
that  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  bill  on  the 
next  day,  some  of  the  leading  features  of  which  he 
stated  to  me.  X  haa  not  heard  the  notice  given. ' 
ne  said  he  had  Intended  to  show  me  the  bill,  but  had 
been  prevented  bj  a  mtd^ididty  of  boslncsa  in  wUdi 
he  had  been  engaged,  bnt  that  X  should  see  it  In  the 
morning, 

Xext  moming  I  waited  upon  Ur,  Wibstxb,  and 
asked  him  if  he  was  aware  that  such  a  bill  was  to  be 
inttodnced.  He  assured  me  that  he  was  not,  and 
that  be  had  not  been  coneolted  upon  it,  and  express- 
ed himself  strongly  of  the  disapprobation  with  which 
Buch  a  measure  would  be  received  in  New  England. 

In  the  moming  I  arrived  at  my  seat  some  minutes 
after  the  business  of  tbe  day  hod  commenced,  and  I 
found  thst  Ur.  Cut  had  made  his  motion  for  leave 
to  btioduce  his  MIL  BmA  I  arrived  befiire  the  busi- 
ness of  the  day  had  oommenoed,  no  donbt  I  should 
have  had  the  fq>portani^  of  penrfng  the  Uil  before 
It  was  presenter.  As  It  was,  I  never  saw  it  until  it 
was  in  print 

Ur,  Wkbstkb,  as  well  as  myself,  opposed  this  bill, 
and  both  voted  against  it.  K  you  r«ui  the  debates 
that  took  place  in  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  on  the 
21st,  22d,  and  28d  Februat;,  *83, 1  tUnk  yon  will  be 
cottrinced  that  neiUier  Ur.  WiBRia  nor  mysdf 
could  have  had  any  preiious  notice  of  tUs  biU.  I 
have  not  the  file  of  papers  by  me,  but  you  ma^ 
easily  find  them  at  Wa^ington.  I  will,  however, 
refer  you  to  Ur.  Websixb^s  epeech  upon  this  bill,  re- 
ported in  Ifilea's  Register,  4tii  series,  vol  8,  page  1, 
in  wUch  you  will  find  abundant  proof  Hat  he  could 
not  have  been  consdted  as  to  Ha  otject  or  detiilsL 
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Among  other  ezpteauons  are  these :  "  There  was  no 
ezpectation  at  the  conunencement  of  this  atuai  k«- 
tion  that  such  a  bill  would  be  passed.  The  Senate 
had  not  had  time  to  know  the  pieasnre  of  their  maa- 
teis.  JVo  opportunity  had  been  offtred  for  obtain- 
img  a  knoKiedge  of  either  the  courte  of  public  opin- 
ion, or  the  effect  <4  this  meamre  on  the  public 
intereatn."  ■  ff  Hr.  Wkbstsb  bad  l)een  consulted  on 
this  bill,  would  he  have  made  such  declarations?  or 
if  made,  would  they  have  passed  unanswered  t 

Ifr.  Clat  had  previously  slated  to  me  his  fean^ 
that  Xr.  YaapLiiiCK^B  bill,  iriildi  be  considered  as 
an  adn^nistration  measure,  or  some  other  bill  origi- 
nally &om  the  same  source,  would  pass,  greatly  to 
the  in]ui7,  if  not  destruction,  of  ^e  manufacturing 
interest  of  the  country,  and  eu^ested  the  propriety 
of  making  further  concessions,  in  addition  to  those 
of  the  law  of  '32,  as  the  only  means  of  anring  ev«i 
a  part  of  the  protective  s^tem,  but  irithout  stating 
what  those  concessions  should  be.  I  answered  him, 
that  X  did  not  fear  Mr.  Verfumck's  bill ;  that  it 
could  never  pass ;  that  it  was  already  so  altered  and 
amended  tlut  I  did  not  believe  Ur.  Yerpunck  would 
vote  for  it  himself;  and  that,  at  all  events,  we  should 
sufifer  the  law  of  1682  to  go  into  complete  openttimi 
before  we  should  make  any  alterations  In  its  pro- 
visions. 

There  ms  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  Ur.  Cut 
to  consult  me  on  this  bill ;  what  he  said  to  me  I 
conndered  as  a  mere  act  of  courtesy.  The  bill 
originated  with  himself,  without  any  participation 
of  tiie  Committee  on  Manufactures,  of  which  both 
he  and  I  were  members.  The  fact,  however,  that  I 
waa  assodated  with  him  on  tiut  committee,  led  to 
a  belief  that  I  must  have  been  acquainted  with  the 
proviuOns  of  the  bill  before  it  was  matured,  and 
subjected  mc  to  some  unpleasant  inquiries,  as  to  this 
fact,  in  one  of  which,  no  doubt,  I  stated  to  you  the 
conversation  I  had  had  with  Ur.  Wzbstes. 

I  regret  extremely  b«ng  called  on  to  state  conver- 
sations long  past,  with  gentlemen  whose  recollections 
now,  or  understanding  at  the  time,  may  not  be  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  my  own;  more  especially  as 
^ece  was  much  misappraiension  in  the  public  pigm 
aa  to  the  debates  upon  this  bill. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

UAHLON  DICEEBSON. 
Hon.  Tnoiua  H.  Bihtok, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Ifr.  B.  said  ho  had  felt  himself  called  on  to 
write  to  Governor  DraKKBSoN,  to  know  whether 
he  had  made  any  mistake  in  the  statement  he 
gave  as  to  wh^  had  pasted  between  them.  Be 
now  presented  Governor  Diokebbon'b  own 
words,  by-  which  it  woold  be  seen  ttiat  the 
statement  he  had  made  was  snbstantidly  cor- 
rect. 

Mr.  WBBSTmt  observed  that  it  was,  of  coarse, 
very  well  known  that  he  differed  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  as  to  the  propriety  of  pass- 
ing the  compromise  act  He  never  complamed, 
however,  of  any  want  of  courtesy  or  kindness 
in  the  Senator  for  not  consulting  him  on  the 
subject  Tlie  tmth  was,  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  did  communicate  to  him,  some  weeks 
before,  that  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to  bring 
forward  an  important  measure,  vithont  saying 
what  that  meaaore  was.  He  certainly  did  be- 
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come  ftoc^aaicted  with  the  measure  before  the 
Senator  introduced  it;  but  he  could  not  say 
tiiat  he  kaew  of  it  before  the  notice  was  given 
in  the  Senate.  Ho  was  inclined  to  think  that 
the  conversation  of  which  Governor  Dickbbsoh 
speaks,  was'  about  the  time  of  the  notice  given 
of  the  intention  of  the  Senator  ftom  Kentucky 
to  introduce  the  bill.  All  he  had  at  present  to 
Boj  was,  that,  differing  as  he  did  with  Uie  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  with  regard  to  the  measure 
spoken  of,  he  made  no  complaint  as  to  Ids  not 
being  consulted. 

Hr.  GiAT  said  ho  did  not  know  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  the  lightest  consequence  to  the  Sen- 
ate or  the  public,  to  be  informed  of  the  prelimi- 
nary steps  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  a  great 
public  measure ;  it  was  sufficient  to  say  that  it 
was  submitted  by  himself^  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility ;  and,  after  a  fiill  discussion  in  the  com- 
mittee, in  the  Senate,  and  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, was  adopted  by  decisive  m^ori- 
ties,  and  responded  to  by  the  nation  with  an 
enthunasm  almost  unexampled.  He  was  not 
responsible  to  any  whether  consultations  were 
or  were  not  held  on  the  subject  before  its  intro- 
dootion  to  the  Senate ;  it  was  soffident  for  him 
to  s^^  that  it  was  introduced,  and  passed,  in  the 
manner  ho  had  mentioned. 

Hr.  0.  said  he  came  to  this  e)lbf  from  Ash- 
land, in  Decembw,  1883.  At  that  time  there 
WIS  an  impression  gworally  prevalent  that  the 
protective  system  was  about  to  receive  a  fatal 
shook,  and  would  be  prostrated.  Immediately 
after  his  arrival,  he  proceeded  to  Philadelphia, 
in  company  with  a  friend  from  Louisiana,  since 
deceased.  'While  there,  the  project  of  a  com- 
pmnise  of  this  great  and  important  question 
presented  itself  to  his  mind,  and  was  the  subject 
of  raSeotion  and  consultation  with  that  friend. 
13i6  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wbdstee) 
paeeed  tiirough  Philadelphia  about  that  time, 
and  the  plan  was  communicated  to  him  :  it  was 
true  that  the  Senator  expressed  his  disapproba- 
tion of  it  A  committee  of  very  intelligent 
gentlemen  interested  in  mann&otnreB  waited 
on  him  (Mr.  0.)  to  know  what  could  be  done 
to  save  them  from  the  danger  that  was  threaten- 
ing them.  To  this  committee  he  communicated 
his  plan  of  settling  this  qnestion,  at  least  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  it  met  their  hearty  concnr- 
rehce  and  approval. 

Upon  hia  return  to  this  city,  he  consulted 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Davis,) 
upon  the  subject,  and  ho  at  first  expressed  his  ap- 
probation of  it,  but  after  further  consultation  and 
reflection  upon  it,  his  views  were  changed,  and 
he  voted  against  it.  He  thought  it  was  prior 
to  hia  introdhotion  of  the  bill  into  the  Senate, 
that  he  called  a  meeting  of  his  political  friends 
at  hia  lod^gs;  there  were  aom»  «ght  or  ten 
present,  and  his  Impres^on  was  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts  was  there :  certain  he 
was  that  be  was  invited.  The  bill  was  read  at 
this  meeting,  and  its  provisions  discussed ;  and 
the  fact  ^t  he  (ISr,  C.)  had  snoh  a  measure  in 
omtemplatim  was  nottwioiis  In  both  Houses  of 
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Congress,  and  one  or  two  motions  were  made 
by  persons  who  had  some  glimpses  of  the  jim 
to  anticipate  Its  introduction.  He  regarded 
these  particulars  respecting  the  prelimmazies 
to  the  introduction  of  the  compromise  aat^  ex- 
cept as  maters. of  history,  nnimportant ;  the 
great  and  beneficial  results  that  had  followed  iti 
adoption,  was  a  sufficient  excuse  for  its  intro- 
duction, 

With  regard  to  the  Senator  from  Kew  Jersey, 
(Mr.  DicKEBsoK,)  whose  letter  hiad  been  read, 
he  was  upon  such  terms  with  him  as  to  fortii 
a  confidential  intercourse  between  them.  E* 
knew  that  he  was  a  warm  frioid  <^  the  zmu- 
faoturlng  interest,  but  he  was  also  a  friend  <if 
the  Administration;  and  he  stood  as  masf 
others,  who  considered  their  devoti<»i  to  the 
Administration  paramount  to  ^eir  derotifMi  to 
the  highest  interests  of  their  country.  It  seem 
that  from  his  letter,  he  did  mention  the  matter 
to  him,  and  it  mjght  be  so,  but  he  had  no  recci- 
lection  of  having  done  so. 

Mr.  BsHTON  rose  to  say  that  he  bad  no  con- 
nection with  this  conversational  debate,  except 
in  the  single  point  of  the  accuracy  of  bis  state- 
ment of  what  had  passed  between  Goyenta 
DiOKEBSON  and  himsdf.  He  had  read  the  le^ 
ter  for  the  dngle  purpose  oS  showing  that  be 
had  committea  no  error  in  reporting  the  con- 
versation of  that  gentleman.  His  ol^jeet  wh 
accompU  Aed  "br  tbe  reading  of  the  letter  itsdf ; 
and  he  believed  it  was  apparent  that  there  was 
no  mistake  either  in  himself  or  in  GoTenuc 
DioEEBSOH ;  and  that  the  statement  of  the  lit- 
ter was  very  conedstent  with  the  remarks  whki 
the  reading  of  the  letter  hod  called  forth. 

Mr.  Davis  well  remembered  the  tranaactionf 
of  the  period  referred  to,*  for  he  felt  a  very 
strong  interest  in  what  was  going  on.  He  wu 
ready  and  willing  to  do  the  Senator  from  Kea* 
tucky  all  the  jostice  he  was  entitled  to,  and 
could  corroborate  his  etatement  except  as  to 
that  part  in  which  the  Senator  stated  that  he 
(Mr.  b.)  was  at  me  time  favorably  di^oaed 
towards  the  ccminvniise  act,  which  wu  not  to, 
aa  be  had  been  opposed  to  it  from  first  to  last 

Mr.  WnBsixB  sidd  that  the  Senator  frtn 
Kentucky  (Ifr.  Out)  seemed  to  snf^iose  that 
he  (Mr.  W.  )  was  present  at  a  ecfflsnltation  prior 
to  the  introdnction  of  the  bill  in  the  Senate,  or 
that  he  was  invited  to  attend.  The  latter  was 
very  probable,  bat  he  had  no  recollection  what- 
ever of  being  present  at  any  such  coosaltalion. 

Mr.  KmoHT  made  a  few  observatioiis,  too 
inaudible  to  be  understood,  which  tu^ninated 
the  diseosBiwi  on  the  subject. 


Satdbdat,  Febnmry  18. 
It^and  Tradt  isttoMn  JV«ui  MeneotmdJftMttntri 

— Cftutomriouu  onlfimouH  HwUier. 
•  Mr.  Link  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  ICssonri,  request- 
ing Congress  to  pass  a  law  altering  the  present 
mode  of  issiung  titles  to  land ;  crhich  was  le- 
farred  to  liie  Oonanittee  on  Pnblie  I^ada. 


Inland  Trada  btitoeea  JVcv  Mexieo  and  Mmmai. 
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Also,  a  memorial  from  the  same,  prajiDg  the 
establishment  of  a  port  of  entrj  and  on^m- 
home  at  some  point  on  the  Mlssonri  River,  and 
allowing  those  who  trade  with  Hexico  by  land 
the  privily  of  drawback  and  debenture.  Hr. 
lizsnr  vent  into  a  nnmbOT  of  interests  details, 
showinff  the  importance  and  former  extent  of 
the  tnm  between  this  country  and  the  ICexican 

?roTtnce8,  and  with  the  Indians  of  the  Oregon 
'erritorjr,  and  its  eomparatlTe  indgnifioanoe  at 
present.  The  Hudson  Baj  Company,  from 
their  great  facilities  and  advantages,  were  mo- 
nopolizing the  whole  Indian  and  Mexican 
trade,  as  they  imported  their  goods  ftee  of 
duty ;  and  they  wonld  soon  obtain  a  danger- 
oas  ascendency  over  the  minds  of  the  Indians, 
He  said  that  if  there  was  not  prompt  action  on 
the  part  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  not  only 
the  trade  with  the  Mexican  provinces  would 
cease,  but  that  the  territoiy  inhabited  by  these 
Indians  wonld  be  wrested  from  us.  Mr.  L. 
Bud  he  had,  some  days  ^oe,  introdiwed  a  bill 
for  the  occupation  of  the  Oregon  Territory, 
with  a  view  to  doing  something  on  this  subject 
which  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  consider  and 
act  upon  at  an  early  day. 


H0U8B  OT  BEPBZSEBTATIVES. 

TuuDAT,  Felimary  19. 
SeorganikatiM  ^  tA*  JVovy. 
The  House  reserved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  'Whole  on  the  state  of  the  UMon,  Hr. 
Baziks  in  the  ohah-,  and  resumed  the  eonkder- 
atitm  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill.  The  question  immediately  before  the  com- 
mittee, was  the  motion  of  Bfr.  Crabt  to  strike 
out  from  the  bin  the  ^nx^^ation  to  Ihe  navy 
board. 

Mr.  ExmnDT,  who  was  entitled  to  the  fioor, 
siud  he  was  pleased  that  the  House  had,  since 
he  obtained  it,  shaped  for  itself  another  course, 
by  adopting  the  resolntion  calling  for  a  report 
of  a  plan  &om  the  Se(n«tary  of  the  Navy  at  tiie 
next  ses^(»i  for  reorganizing  this  board,  and, 
therefore,  rendered  it  unneoesaary  for  him  to  say 
much  as  to  the  particular  motion  before  the 
Ifoose.  He  thought  the  course  adopted  was 
the  most  appropriate  one.  Mr.  K.  thai  went 
on  to  review  the  policy  of  the  past  and  present 
Administration^  and  denounced  it  in  unmeas- 
ured terms. 

Mr.  HowASD  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
sud,  as  a  friend  of  the  navy,  he  returned  his 
sincere  thanks  to  the  gentieman  from  Michigan 
for  the  interest  he  evinced  in  hurrying  forward 
the  proposition ;  and,  instead  of  being  rebuked 
on  account  of  the  section  of  country  from  which 
it  came,  as  he  had  been  done  by  some  gentle< 
men,  he  merited  their  thanks. 

He  then  went  on  to  reply,  at  length,  to  his 
colleague,  (Mr.  Kehhedt,)  m  vindicate  of  tiie 
Adminiatrmon.  He  refnred  to  tiie  essential 
services  which  that  gaitl«nan  had  rendered  in 
breaking  down  the  adminiBMioai  of  John  Q. 


[FteEDABT,  1889. 

Adams,  which  he  had  just  eulo^zed,  and  the 
great  talent  he  had  evinced,  and  had  devoted, 
to  brin^g  into  existence  the  administrations 
of  General  Jackson  and  Martin  Van  Bnren, 
which  he  had  just  denounced  in  such  unmeas- 
ured terms.  He  looked  upon  the  violent  strug- 
gle of  the  Opposition  for  the  Fre^ency,  as  the 
prolific  source  from  which  sprung  all  the  evile 
of  the  present  day  which  his  colleague  Qix. 
K.)  complained  of.  He  then  referred  to  the 
tarifif  question,  which,  he  feared,  instead  of  being 
settied  with  a  single  eye  to  the  interest  of  the 
country,  would  be  pressed  into  requisition  to 
subserve  party  ends,  and  instanced  tne  periodi- 
cal attempts  to  agitate  that  question  just  preoed- 
ing  the  past  Presidential  elections.  He  referred 
to  the  question  of  limitation  to  tho  term  of  ser- 
vice of  the  Presidency,  which  had  been  spoken 
of  by  the  gentieman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  TTv- 
DKBWoon,)  and  intimated  that  he  would  be  in 
bvor  of  a  limitation  to  one  term  of  ux  years. 
He  then  examined  the  chai^  of  proscription 
which  had  been  so  frequentiy  rung  in  the  eara 
of  the  party,  and  referred  to  the  Urge  number 
of  tiie  Oppowtion  in  office  in  the  State  he  tn 
|Mrt  repreeented,  and  elsewhere,  and  reviewed 
the  course  pursued  the  Oppositiim  where 
they  had  the  power. 

Mr.  EsNNEDT  briefly  rejmned. 

Mr.  Broksoit  sud  that,  at  the  suggestion  of 
many  gentlemen  who  were  Mendly  to  the 
amendment  itself^  but  who  did  not  consider  this 
as  the  proper  time  to  press  it,  and  especially 
since  the  passage  of  the  resolution  ctf  thia  morn- 
ing rendwed  ibrther  action  at  this  time  un- 
neoessaiy,  he  would  wtfAdrot^  the  amendment 
be  had  o&red ;  and  he  withdrew  it  aoowd^ 
ingly. 


IN  BEN  ATE. 

Batubdat,  February  23. 
Th^  Viae  Umidsnt  Uaett      OkairJ^  the 
Bmian. 

The  YiOB  Pbesident  said,  that  according  to 
usage,  he  did  not  intend  to  resume  his  seat  in 
the  Senate  this  session.  He  had  a  great  deal 
of  correspondence,  and  some  business  at  the 
publii^  offices  to  attend  to,  which  the  Senate 
knew  that  he  could  not  do  while  performing 
his  duties  in  the  ohidr,  and  therefore  hia  ab- 
senoe  from  the  Senate  became  indispensably 
necessary.  He  would  take  titis  oooadm  to  ex- 
press hu  obligations  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  with 
which  he  had  been  treated  during  the  years  he 
had  presided  over  their  deliberations,  and  he 
concluded  by  wishing  them  all  a  safe  and  hap- 
py return  to  thdr  families  and  their  homes. 

The  Senate  then  a^oumed. 

Tuesday,  February  26, 

PaUHotnifthe  Florentine  Lady,  America 
Vigtpfieei. 

Mr.  TValkkb,  from  the  Committee  <m  the 


P«tillom9ftk»Flormlin»La^,  Amtnea  Vatptieei. 
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ItaMUET,  1889.]    LmbUu  TreiptMttrt,Jr<»»  Ae  Btitiak  PnmMx*,  on  tlte  StaU  of  Maine.         {26th  Coso. 


PoWio  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  America  Yesjraooi,  mode  the  follow- 
ing report  thereon : 

Tbe  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  which  was 
referred  bo  much  of  tbe  petition  of  America  Yea- 
pnoci  as  relates  to  a  grant  of  land,  beg  leave  to 
report: 

That,  conceiving  it  to  be  their  duty  to  verify  the 
&eta  upon  which  tbe  application  waa  founded,  they 
have  eiamined  a  volumiuoua  mass  of  documentary 
evidence,  and  find  the  statements  of  the  memorial 
to  be  AiUj  sustained.  They  have  aeen  tbe  authentic 
certificates  of  baptism,  throogh  many  generations, 
of  tbe  Veapucci  family  in  Florence,  which  attest  the 
lineage  and  descent  of  tho  memoriaUsL  They  have 
read  tbe  highly  favorable  and  complimentary  letter 
of  tbe  Queen  of  the  French,  throu^  her  secretary, 
to  the  petitioner.  They  have  read  the  letter  to  her 
of  tbe  Khig  of  tbe  French,  through  the  Minister  of 
the  ^terior,  subscribing  for  a  wont  for  tbe  King,  of 
wUch^was  the  author;  and  have  also  read  the 
pemuBsion  of  the  French  Hlnlater  of  the  Marine  for 
ner  to  ndl  in  a  Frendi  national  vessel  The  com- 
mittee have  also  had  before  them  her  credentiala  from 
dw  Minister  of  Tuscany,  in  France,  and  many  other 
papers  of  high  character  and  authenticity  in  her 
wot.  They  have  also  witnessed  her  own  personal 
daportntent  here,  and  tbe  manner  In  vbidi  she  has 
been  received  by  the  Rencb  legation,  which,  added 
lo  othM'teotimonials,  leave  notadoobtof  theidratity 
ofthemrauxialist,  and  tbe  tmthof  her  representa- 

tiODB. 

AAer  tho  lapse,  then,  of  more  than  three  centuries, 
a  descendant  of  the  celebrated  Americna  Ycspacius 
ia  amongst  us.  This  heroic  navigator,  before,  and 
alao  after  the  close  of  tbe  fifteenth  century,  landed 
upon  tbe  shores  of  tlie  new  worid,  among  the  most 
eariy  uod  sdentifio  of  those  who  succeeded  tbe  great 
and  pre-eminent  Columboa  in  tbe  discovery  of  tiiis 
continent  A  destuiptive  narrative  of  his  several 
Toywco  vas  written  and  pnbliabed  by  Americus, 
•ad  Euope  baptized  with  his  name  this  mighty  con- 
tinenL  This  name  can  never  now  be  a^doned 
U  la  tlie  name  of  our  beloTed  country.  It  is  as- 
watated  with  aU  tbe  ^oriM  of  die  paat,  and  the  stiU 
hopes  of  the  fbtare.  It  ta  written  upon  our 
constitutimi,  and  engraven  upon  the  heart 
of  every  true  American.  Under  this  name  we  have 
succeeded  in  two  stni^es  with  tbe  moat  fonmdable 
power  in  Europe,  and  have  bo  wonderfully  aug' 
mented  in  population  that,  should  the  same  ratio  of 
inoease  eonUnne  fbr  flia  futore,  the  doaa  this 
century  will  find  within  onrUndti  more  thu  one 
hundred  millions  of  people,  and  more  than  five  mil' 
limis  within  tbe  single  city  of  New  Yorit.  la  reflect- 
ing, then,  with  glory  upon  tbe  name  of  America, 
can  we  forget  the  great  navigatw  from  whom  we 
derived  tliis  proudest  of  earthly  titles  1  A  descend' 
ant  of  Americua  is  now  here ;  a  young,  interesting, 
dignified,  and  accomplished  lady,  with  a  mind  of  the 
htohwt  intelloctunl  culture,  and  a  heart  beating  with 
ilToor  own  enthpaiasm  in  tbe  oanae  of  American  and 
of  homan  lilwrty.  She  feels  that  the  name  she  bears 
ia  a  prouder  title  than  any  that  earthly  monarclis  can 
bestow,  and  she  comes  here  asldng  of  us  a  small  cor- 
ner  of  American  soil  where  she  may  pass  tbe  remain- 
der of  her  days  in  this  tbe  land  of  her  adoption,  ^e 
oontea  here  as  an  exile,  separated  forever  from  her 
&mily  and  frienda,  a  stranger,  without  a  country  and 
Wflioat  a  home,  expelled  fnm  her  native  Italy  for 


the  avowal  and  maintenance  of  opinions  favorable  u 
free  inatitntiooa,  and  an  aodent  desire  tor  tbe  csiab- 
liabnieitt  of  her  oountry'g  freedom.  That  riw  is  in- 
deed worthy  of  the  namff  of  America ;  that  her  best 
is  indeed  imbued  with  American  principlea  ai»d  a  fcr 
vent  love  of  human  liberty,  is  proved,  in  her  case, 
by  toils,  and  perils,  and  Eocrifices,  worthy  of  &£ 
uondest  days  of  antiquity,  when  the  Roman  and  (b 
Sinrtan  ms^tm  were  ever  ready  to  smrendcr 
itaiAt  in  their  coontry's  serrice. 

Tho  petitioner  desires  the  donatioii  to  her  a 
snudl  tract  of  land  by  Conereas.  With  every  fecfisg 
of  respect  and  Idndness  ibr  the  memorialiEl,  a  ra»- 
jority  of  the  committee  deem  it  impoauUe  for  da 
Gov«nment  to  malce  tbe  grant.  They  tlunfc  earit  i 
grant  iritbont  a  precedent,  and  tint  it  wonld  vidke 
the  s[drit  of  those  compacts  by  which  tbe  pobGc  ^ 
main  was  ceded  to  this  Government.  It  is  the  assr 
imous  and  anxious  de^rc  of  the  committee  that  ib 
petitioner  should  receive  all  the  benefits  and  reeog^ 
tion  that  this  Government  can  bestow.  Whai  tks 
Government  cannot  do  ia  within  the  power  of  the 
American  people.  They  feci  at  least  an  equal  pr.i^ 
and  glory  with  us  in  the  name  of  America.  Throat- 
out  our  wide-extended  eountir,  among  all  daa!«a,^ 
feding  is  oniversal ;  and  in  Che  humblest  cottage  Hi 
poorest  American  feels  that  this  name,  the  nam^  ot' 
ilia  beloved  country,  is  a  jnouder  title  than  any  tbs 
adorns  tbe  monarch's  brow,  and  that  if  fae  1^ 
other  pr(q>ertr,  thia  name,  with  all  its  great  and  ^ 
riouB  assocaatioDa,  with  the  past  and  hopes  for  the  fb- 
tore,  la  an  all-«iiffl(dait  h«itage  to  traasnut  to  hii 
duldrai.  Thia  generous,  patriotic,  and  enlighuael 
people  will  take  into  their  own  hands  the  case  d 
America  Yespuoci.  They  will  procure  for  herds: 
home  which  afae  deures  anwng  ua.  They  will  do  ai 
tiiat  Congress  is  fort»dden  to  do,  and  infinitely  mort 
than  she  aska  or  desires,  and  demonstrate  to 
mtld  that  the  name  of  Amoica,  oar  country's  wnc 
ia  dear  to  ns  aH,  and  diall  be  honored,  reepeaei, 
and  cheriahed  in  the  peraon  of  the  intavstiDg  cx£: 
from  whose  ancestor  we  doire  the  great  and  pmo^ 
tiUe. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LawUu  Trtvpamen  and  D^redator*,  Jreat'th 
Brituh  Prowncety  on  the  StiUe  of  Jfaitu.  , 

The  Pbkbidbnt  Bobmitted  the  following  Sfef- 
sage  from  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  Congress  several  despatches  from  ha  i 
Excellency  tbe  Governor  of  Mune,  with  encloscn'i. 
eommuidcating  certain  proceedings  of  tbe  Legb!an.R 
of  that  State,  and  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the  Seat--  | 
tary  of  State,  made  by  my  direction,  together  with  s 
note  from  H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.,  Envoy  Extra onii nary  seJ 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain,  with  tbe  i 
answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  same.  I 

It  will  appear  from  those  documents,  that  a  nc- 
merous  band  of  lawless  and  desperate  men,  cfaieCj  I 
from  the  a4^oining  British  Piorinoes,  but  witboo  | 
tlM  aotbority  or  sanction  ut  the  Provincul  Gorera- 
ment,  had  treqiasBed  iqxm  that  portion  <^  the  teni- 
tory  in  diq>ute  between  the  tTnited  States  and  Great 
Brtiain  which  is  watered  by  the  River  ArooetoA. 
and  dumed  to  belong  to  the  State  of  Vune ;  aai 
that  they  had  committed  extensive  depredations  tbcK 
by  cutting  and  destroying  a  very  large  qoanttty  <it  , 
limber.   It  will  fhrther  appear  that  the  Governor  «f 
Maine,  having  been  offldally  a{q>Tised  of  the  riraua- 
stanoe,  had  communicated  It  to  the  Legiriatnre,  wiik 
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a  recommendation  of  such  provtaions,  in  addition  to 
those  Jready,  existing  by  law,  aa  would  enable  him 
to  arrest  the  course  of  Hid  depredationfl,  dln>er8e  the 
trcqmssers,  and  secure  the  limber  iriiich  tfa^  were 
a2)out  carrying  away ;  that  In  compliance  with  a  re- 
solve of  Uie  LegisUture,  passed  ia  pursuance  of  his 
recommendation,  his  ExceUencj  had  despatdied  the 
land  agent  of  Uie  State,  nith  a  force  deemed  adequate 
to  that  purpose,  to  the  scena  of  the  alleged  depreda- 
tions, who,  after  acccnnpliahing  a  port  of  his  duty, 
was  seixed  by  a  band  of  the  trespaasra^  at  a  house 
claimed  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Uune, 
whither  be  had  repafa«d  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
and  consulting  with  the  land  agent  of  the  Province 
of  New  Brunawidc,  and  conveyed  as  a  prisoner  to 
Frederickton,  in  that  Prorince,  together  with  two 
other  citizens  of  the  State,  who  were  aetisting  him  lo 
tbc  dischai^e  of  his  doty. 

It  will  also  appear  that  the  Govomor  and  Legisla- 
ture of  Sbine,  amsfled  that  the  trespassers  had  acted 
In  defiance  of  the  laws  of  both  countries,  learning 
that  they  were  in  posseesion  of  arms,  and  antidpatine 
(correctly,  as  the  result  has  proved)  that  persons  of 
their  redileas  and  desperate  ctiaracter  would  set  at 
naught  the  authority  of  the  magistrates,  without  the 
aid  of  a  strong  force,  had  authorized  the  sheriff  and 
the  office  appointed  in  the  place  <£  the  land  agent, 
to  employ,  ^  the  expense  of  the  State,  an  armed 
posse,  who  had  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  ttiese  dep- 
redations, with  a  view  to  the  entire  dispersion  or 
arrest  of  the  trespassers,  and  the  protection  of  the 
public  property. 

In  the  corresp<Hidenoe  between  the  Ooremor  of 
Muno  and  Sr  John  Harvoy,  Llentenant  QoTemor  of 
the  FtOTince  of  Kew  Bnmswick,  whidi  has  grown 
out  of  these  occurrences,  and  is  likewise  herewith 
communicated,  the  former  ia  requested  to  recall  the 
armed  party  advanced  into  the  disputed  territory  for 
the  arrest  of  trespassers,  and  is  informed  that  a 
strong  body  of  British  troops  is  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness to  sui^KVt  and  protect  the  authority  and  sub- 
jects cf  Great  Britain  In  sdd  territory.  In  answer 
to  that  request,  the  Frorincial  Oovemor  is  informed 
of  the  determination  of  the  Btate  of  Ibtne  to  sup- 
port the  land  agent  and  his  party,  !n  the  performance 
of  their  duty,  and  the  same  detennination,  for  the 
execution  of  which  provision  is  made  by  a  reec4ation 
of  the  State  Legislature,  is  communicate  by  the 
Governor  to  the  Qeneral  OovemmenL 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  w  Kew  Bmnswiok,  in 
collb^  upon  the  Govetnor  of  Viune  tat  the  reodl  (tf 
the  Umd  agent  and  his  party  from  ^  disputed  terri- 
tory, and  the  Bridsh  Minister  in  making  a  similar 
demand  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
proceed  upon  the  assumption  that  an  agreement 
exists  between  the  two  nations  conceding  to  Great 
Britain,  until  the  final  settlement  of  the  boundary 
question,  cxclu^ve  possession  of,  and  jurisdicUon 
over,  Uie  territory  In  dispute.  The  important  bear- 
Ij^g  which  such  an  agreement,  if  it  existed,  would 
have  upon  the  condition  and  interests  of  the  parties, 
and  the  influence  it  mi^t  have  upon  the  adjustment 
of  the  dispute,  are  too  dt>vioua  to  allow  the  error 
upon  wfaidi  this  assiunptim  seems  to  rest  to  pass  for 
a  moment  without  correction.  The  answer  of  the 
Secrrtazy  of  State  to  Mr.  Fox's  note,  will  ehow  the 
ground  taken  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  upon  this  point  It  is  believed  that  all  the 
correqK>ndence  wliich  has  passed  between  the  two 
Governments  upon  this  subject  has  already .bera  com- 
municated to  Congress,  and  is  now  on  their  files. 


An  abstract  of  it,  however,  hastily  prepared,  accom- 
panies this  communication.  It  is  possble  that  in 
dius  abridging  a  voluminous  correspondence,  com- 
mencing in  1825,  and  continuing  to  a  veir  recent 
period,  a  portion  may  have  been  aceidentaUy  over- 
looked ;  but  it  is  believed  that  nothing  has  takot 
place  which  would  materially  change  the  aspect  of  the 
question  as  therein  presented.  .  Instead  of  sustaining 
ttie  assumption  of  the  British  functionaries,  that  cor- 
reifMndence  disproves  the  existence  of  any  sudi 
agreement.  It  shows  that  the  two  Goveraments  have 
dififered  not  only  in  r^ard  to  the  main  question  of- , 
titie  to  'the  territory  in  dispute,  but  with  reference 
also  to  the  right  of  jurisdiction,  and  the  Act  of  the 
actual  exerc&e  of  it  in  different  portions  thereof. 
Always  aiming  at  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  dis- 
pnte,  both  parties  have  entertained  and  repeatedly 
urged  upon  each  other  a  desire,  that  each  should  ex- 
erdse  Its  rights,  wbsterer  it  considered  Uiem  to  be, 
En  such  B  manner  as  to  ardd  collirion,  and  allay,  to 
the  greatest  practicable  extent,  the  excitement  likely 
to  grow  out  of  the  controversy.  It  was  in  puisnance 
of  such  an  understanding  that  Maine  and  Haesachn- 
setts,  upon  tiie  remonstrance  of  Great  Britain,  de- 
sisted from  making  aalcs  of  lands,  and  the  (leneral 
Government  from  the  construction  of  a  projected 
military  road  in  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  wUdi 
they  ddmed  to  have  en  joyed  the  exdurive  posses 
sion  ;  and  that  Great  Bntain,  on  her  part,  in  defer- 
ence to  a  amilar  remonstrance  from  the  United  States, 
suspended  the  issue  of  licenses  to  cut  timber  in  the 
territory  in  controversy,  and  also  the  surrey  and  lo- 
cation of  a  railroad  through  a  section  of  country  over 
which  she  abo  dafaned  to  have  exercised  exdnstve 
juriadictiaL 

The  State  of  Maine  had  a  ^it  to  arrest  the  depre- 
dations complidned  of;  it  bwmged  to  her  to  judge 
of  the  exigency  of  the  occsuon  calling  for  her  inta>- 
ference ;  and  it  ia  presumed  that  had  tiie  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  New  Branswi<±  been  conectiy  advised 
of  the  nature  of  Ae  ptooeedtnn  of  the  State  U 
Maine,  ha  would  not  hsTc  r^^aided  die  transaction 
as  requiring,  on  Ma  part,  any  resort  to  force.  Badi 
party  claiming  a  ri^t  to  the  territory,  and  hence  to 
the  exclusive  Juristuction  over  it,  it  is  manifest  that, 
to  prevent  the  destruction  tiS  the  timber  by  tma- 
passers,  acting  against  the  authority  o^ttrth,  and  at 
the  same  time  avoid  forcible  coIiisioivRtween  the 
contignona  Governments  during  tiw  penodency  of  no- 
ffotiataons  concerning  the  title,  resort  must  he  had  to 
ue  mutoal  exercise  of  jurisdiction  In  such  extrane 
cases,  or  to  an  amicable  and  temporary  arrangement 
as  to  the  limits  within  whidi  it  diould  bo  exercised 
by  each  party.  The  understanding  supposed  to  exist 
between  tiie  United  States  and  Great  Britain  has 
been  found  heretofore  sufBdent  for  that  purpose, 
and  I  believe  will  prove  so  herssAsr,  If  the  parties 
cm  the  frontier,  directiy  interested  fat  the  qnesticHi, 
are  respectively  governed  by  a  just  spirit  of  oondlia- 
tion  and  fbrfoearanoe.  If  U  shall  be  found,  as  thm 
is  now  reason  to  apprehend,  that  there  is,  In  the' 
modes  of  construing  tliat  understandiDg  by  the  two 
Governments,  a  di^rence  not  to  bo  recondled,  I 
shall  not  hesitate  to  inopose  to  her  Britsm^  Hi^es- 
ty's  Qoremment  a  Aatfatct  arranganent  for  tiie  tem- 
porary and  mntnal  exerdse  of  JurMictlon,  by  means 
of  wfaidi  rimilsr  difficulties  may  in  fbtnre  be  pre- 
vented. 

But  ttetween  an  effbrt  on  the  part  of  Mdne  to  pre- 
serve the  property  in  diqiwte  from  destruction  by 
iutnideia,  and  a  miUtaiy  oceivntfoD  by  di«k  fltnin  of 
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the  territory,  with  %  -view  to  hold  it  b;  force,  wliile 
the  setUement  is  a  subject  of  n^otiation  between  the 
two  Govemmentfl,  there  is  on  essentiftl  differance,  u 
well  in  respect  to  the  podtion  of  the  State^  as  to  the 
dndeB  of  ue  Genenl  Goremment  In  &  letter  ad- 
dre«ed  by  the  Secrrtary  tiS  Stite  to  the  GoTeroor  of 
Haine,  on  the  first  of  March  last,  giving  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  steps  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
Federal  Oorenuneat  to  bring  the  coabOTersy  to  a 
'taEtnination,  and  dedgned  to  apprise  the  Governor 
\>rthat  State  of  Uie  views  of  the  Federal  Executive, 
^  respect  to  the  future,  it  was  stated,  that  while  the 
*«]jigatlonB  of  the  Federal  Govenunent  to  do  all  in 
its' power  to  effect  the  settlement  of  the  boundaiy 
qnodoi  wore  ftally  recognized,  it  had,  in  the  event 
<^  being  unable  to  do  so  qwdficaUy,  bj  mutual  coo- 
sent,  no  other  means  to  aooomididk  that  olject  ami- 
cably, than  by  another  arbitration,  or  by  a  commis- 
don  with  an  umpire  in  the  nature  of  an  arbitration ; 
•nd  that  fn  the  event  of  all  other  measures  failing, 
flu  Preddent  would  UA  it  Ui  dnty  to  submit  an- 
odur  pnmoeition  to  the  Govenunent  «r  Great  Britain, 
to  refer  we  decision  of  the  question  to  a  Uiird  power. 
These  are  still  my  viewa  upon  the  sul^ect,  and  until 
thla  step  sbal)  have  been  taken,  I  cannot'  thinlc  it 
proper  to  invoke  the  attention  of  Congress  to  other 
than  amicable  means  for  the  settlement  of  the  con- 
tronny,  or  to  oanse  the  miUtaty  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  be  brought  in  aid  of  the  State  of 
lUlne,  in  any  attempt  to  effect  that  ol^ject  by  a  re- 
■ort  to  force. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  anthcnities  of  New  Bnm8> 
wick  sboold  attempt  to  enforce  the  clum  of  excludve 
jurisdiction  set  up  by  them,  by  means  of  a  militaiy 
occupation  on  their  part  of  the  disputed  territory,  I 
shall  feel  myself  bound  to  oondder  the  conting^y 
provided  by  the  eonatitutira  as  having  occurred,  on 
the  happening  of  ^ch  aStatehas  the  right  to  call 
for  the  aid  of  the  Federal  Government  to  repel  inva^ 
rion. 

I  bsfe  expressed  to  the  BritiA  Uinister  near  this 
Government  a  confident  expectation  that  tiie  agents 
of  the  State  of  Maine,  iriio  have  been  emeted  under 
■I  obffoat  mifli^irehendon  of  the  otijeot  <^  thdr 
mlaion,  will  be  promptly  released ;  and  to  the  Gov- 
«nKn>of  Haine^Ht  a  simUar  course  will  be  pursued 
in  regard  to  the  agents  of  the  Ftovinoe  of  New  Bruns- 
vi<A.  I  have  »\bo  recommended  that  any  militia 
that  may  have  been  brought  together  by  tiie  State 
of  Hoine,  from  an  i^ipremndon  of  a  collision  with 
the  GoTornmMit  or  people  of  the  British  Province, 
vfll  be  vohmtarily  and  peaceably  disbanded. 

I  cannof  allow  myself  to  doubt  that  the  results 
anticipated  from  these  representations  win  be  aea- 
waably  realized.  The  parties  more  immediately  in- 
terested cannot  but  perceive  that  an  appeal  to  aims, 
under  existing  drcumstances,  will  not  only  prove 
fatal  to  their  present  interests,  but  would  postpone, 
if  not  deftttt,  tiie  attunment  of  the  main  otgecta 
iriikh  they  have  in  view.  Ihe  very  inddoits  wldch 
have  recently  occurred,  wiU  necessarily  awaken  the 
GmvnnaaOB  to  the  importance  iH>oinptl7  af^'ugt- 
ing  a  dispute,  by  which  it  is  now  manifest  that  tiie 
peace  of  the  two  nations  is  daily  and  immin^tiy  en- 
dangered. This  expectation  is  further  warranted  by 
the  general  fwbearauce  whi<^  haa  hitherto  chanc- 
teriied  the  oonduet  itf  the  Govenunent  and  petmle 
on  b(«h  ddes  of  the  line.  In  the  aniform  patriotum 
of  Hafaie,  ber  attadunent  to  the  Union,  her  req>ect 
for  the  Irishes  of  the  people  of  her  sister  States,  <^ 
whose  lotereflt  in  her  wetiare  she  cannot  be  onoon- 


Bdona,  and,  in  the  solidtode  Alt  by  the 
large  for  the  preservation  of  peace  with  oor  nd^ 
bora,  we  have  a  strong  guarantee  that  she  viO  lU 
disT^^  the  request  that  has  been  nude  of  ba. 

Ab,  however,  the  sesdon  of  Gongreas  taabMO 
terminate,  and  the  agency  of  the  ExecitiTe  aajiic- 
CMoe  necessary  during  the  recess,  it  b  impMe 
that  the  attention  of  the  L^lattue  Aodd  beAnc 
to  the  condderation  of  such  measuiea  as  mif  be  A 
culated  to  obviate  the  ne«eadty  of  a  call  for  n  tita 
sesdon.  With  that  view,  I  have  thtwgfat  it  mj  to 
to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  yon,  atul  to  imik 
such  action  thereon  as  you  maytluiik  (beotesii 
requirea. 

]|.T.ANBUBE^ 

Washikotok,  2&th  February, 

A  very  interesting  discnsdw  follovtd,  b 
which  MessTB.  Bsctaras,  Wzbsto,  Dim 
Olat  of  Kentaoby,  Waxebr,  NoBmi,  aH. 
WiLUAUS  of  Maine,  partioipBted ;  wben, 

On  motion  of  Hr.  BiroHAiTAir,  the  docnneti!! 
wero  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fo^ngDE^ 
Istions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Taixjcadgk,  five  thoosd 
additional  copies  were  ordered  to  be  phutei 


HOUSA  or  BKPRSBENTATIT^ 

TusBDAT,  February  26. 
Otnaral  Afprepriation  BiU—BraaiiiJSffSi. 

The  House  went  into  committee,  and  ruBS- 
ed  the  consideration  of  the  general  ^tpropn- 
tionbill;  the  pending  question  sdll  bein^" 
etriloDg  out  the  appropriations  for  the  Bnt^ 
Mmts  of  North  Carohna,  Georgia,  ssA 
ana,  and  providing  salaries  for  persons  to  fit* 
vise  the  public  property  thereat 

Mr.  Oabcbeelehg  gave  notice  that  be  vow 
remain  here  all  night,  and  move  a  call  <^  p 
Honse,  rather  than  again  rise  withoot  dobtf 
the  amendments  on  this  bill. 

The  debate  was  continued  at  great  leneui 
Messrs.  Oolb,  Btnum,  Gbaham,  and  BciCHit 

Mr.  QiftBBSXXSQi  appealed  to  the  EooKiii 
take  t^e  question,  and  let  the  bill  be  repoitti 

And  the  qoestionon  the  amendmeotM 
takoif  and  r^ected. 


WsmnesDAT,  FebniaiT'  ft. 
Naturalvtation  La»»Sep«Bi. 

Mr,  MocTON  presented  the  petition  of  ««* 
ber  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Loois»J 
praying  the  entire  repeal  <rf  the  natarwowi 
laws  now  in  force,  and  the  passage 
laws  to  prevent  the  indisorimiDAteuiflu << 
fbreign  emigraBts ;  which  was  referred  to  m 
Committee  on  the  Jadtciary,  and  ordered  toi> 
printed.  V  unto 

Mr.  Rites  then  moved  to  recommit 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  fflsB* 
tions  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  conform  to  t» 
resolotions  which  be  had  sahmitted  to  Uw  £k»- 
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ate  some  time  linoe ;  vfaieh  iras  lost— yeas  18, 

ITort&Sattem  IVontier. 
The  Pemtdbnt  submitted  the  following  Kes- 
Bage  from  the  Frendent  at  the  United  watee ; 

WiaBncnoH,  Feb.  27, 1S89. 
ShikiBauUo/thg  VnUtdStaia: 

I  trmsmit  to  Oongrew  copieg  of  tuIotu  otim  doo- 
umentB  received  tmm  the  Governor  of  Maine,  nUJ^ 
fng  to  the  dispute  between  that  State  uid  the  Pror- 
ince  of  New  Brunswick,  wtiich  formed  the  subject  of 
my  Ueesaee  on  the  26di  insL  ;  uid  also  a  copy  of  a 
mentonndiuni^ned  by  the  Secretan  (tf State  oOba 
Uidted  States  and  Her  Brftaonio  Ifagestj's  Bnn^ 
Extraordlmry  and  Uniater  Ftenipotnttiary  near  the 
United  Sutes,  of  the  terms  upon  which  It  is  believed 
all  colliaion  can  be  avdded  on  the  frontln',  ooonst- 
ently  with,  and  re^tecting  the  cUma  on  either  side. 
As  tl>e  British  ICnister  acts  without  specific  authority 
from  his  Goremmmt,  it  will  be  otMerved  that  this 
memocandnm  has  but  the  force  (rf  reconim«idation 
on  the  Proriooial  authorities  and  on  the  Ooremment 
of  the  State:  H.  VAN  BUBEN. 

[mcoKUTDini.] 
Her  K|je8ty*s  antliorities  consider  it  to  have  been 
vndetstood  uid  agreed  upon  by  the  two  Gorem- 
ments,  that  the  territory  hi  diapiite  between  Great 
Britahi  and  the  United  States,  on  the  Nortfa-eaeteni 
fhmtier,  ahoidd  renudn  ezdorirdy  under  British  ju- 
riadietion  until  theflnal  settlement  of  the  boondary 
question. 

The  United  States  Government  have  not  under- 
stood tlie  ainve  agreement  in  the-  same  soue,  bat 
(xosider,  on  the  contrary,  that  there  has  been  no 
agreement  irtiaterer  for  the  «urdse  by  Great  Btitahk, 
m  exdnaive  jurisdictiiHi  over  &e  disputed  territory, 
or  any  portfoo  thereof,  but  a  mutual  ouderstanding 
that,  pending  the  negotiation,  the  jurisdiction  then 
exerdsed  by  dther  party,  orer  small  portions  of  the 
territory  in  (Uspute,  shculd  not  be  enlarged,  but  be 
etmtinued  merely  for  the  preservation  <^  loeal  tran- 
qnUUty  and  the  puUio  propoty,  both  forbearing  as 
for  as  practicable  to  exert  any  authority,  and,  when 
any  sttould  be  exerdsed  by  dtho-,  {^adng  upon  the 
oondoet  of  each  otlier  the  most  ikvwahle  construc- 
tion. 

A  complete  understanding  Qp{m  the  question,  thus 
placed  at  issue,  of  present  jnrisdIetioD,  can  only  be 
arrived  at  by  friendly  discusdon  between  the  Gov- 
ermnenta  ofthe  United  States  and  Qreat  Britain;  and, 
as  it  Is  oonftdently  hoped  that  there  will  be  an  eariy 
settlement  of  the  question,  this  subordinate  point  of 
difference  can  be  of  but  little  moment 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Governor  of  the  Province  of 
Kew  Brunswick  and  tiie  Government  of  the  State  of 
Haine  will  act  as  follows :  Her  K^jee^s  officers  will 
not  seek  to  ezpd,  by  military  force,  the  armed  party 
whkh  baa  been  sent  by  Maine  into  the  district  bor- 
dering on  the  Aroostook  Biver ;  but  the  Government 
of  Mdne  will,  voluntarily,  and  without  needless  delay, 
withdraw  l>eyond  the  bounds  of  the  disputed  terri* 
tory  any  armed  force  now  within  them ;  and  if  fhture 
necessity  should  arise  for  diqievsing  notorious  tree- 
piMers,  or  protecting  public  nroperty  from  depreda- 
tion by  armed  force,  the  opcnmon  dudl  be  oonducted 
by  concert,  Jdntiy  or  separately,  eocofdlng  to  apee- 
ments  between  this  Governments  of  ICaine  and  New 
BraniwidE. 


nie  etvU  oOoeM  bi  ttis  aerrioe  rapeoUvely  of 
New  Brunswick  and  Kaine,  who  have  been  taken 
into  oortody  by  the  <^fwstte  partiea,  diaU  be  re- 
leased. 

Notiiing  in  this  memorandum  shall  be  oonstmed 
to  fbrti^  or  to  weaken,  in  any  respect  whatever,  the 
claim  of  dther  party  to  the  oltimate  poaamtion  of  the 
dirouted  territofy. 

The  IDnister  Flenlpotentisry  of  her  Britsnnie  U^J- 
esty  having  no  specific  authority  to  make  any  ar- 
rangonent  on  the  Buligect,  the  underfngned  can  only 
recommend,  as  they  now  eamestiy  do,  to  the  Govern- 
ments of  New  Brunswick  and  Hainc,  to  regulate  their 
failure  proceedings  according  to  the  terms  herein  set 
forth,  until  the  final  settiemeot  of  the  territorial  die- 
pote,  or  untU  the  Governments  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  sliall  eome  to  some  definite  oondu- 
sion  on  the  aolxndfauta  point  upon  which  they  are 
now  atkaus; 

JOHN  FOBSTTH,  Seeretaiy  of  Ststo 
of  the  United  States  of  North  Amsflea. 

H.  S.  FOX,  H.  B.  H.  Envoy  Bxtraor^ 
dinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary . 

WuHDraiOlt,  February  27,  1B89. 

After  some  remarks  from  Meesrs.  WnxiAm 

of  Me.,  Pbbrton,  Dattb,  Bnoouta,  WnBsnB, 
Bbown,  Walksb,  and  Oalhoun,  the  Ueasage 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, and  five  tbonsand  additional  e<^ies 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


HOUSE  OF  BBFRESBHTATIVSS. 

'WsDmBDAT,  Febmary  37. 
D^aleation  KeporU. 

Hr.  Hjlslan,  from  the  Select  Committee 
pointed  on  the  17th  of  Jjimnaiy  last,  to  inqau« 
and  report  as  to  the  demMt«ma  of  pnblio  offl- 
cere,  made  a  retort ;  when 

Mr.  OwsKS,  of  the  same  committee,  on  be- 
half of  the  minority,  by  leave,  snbmitted  a  re- 
port cont^ing  the  views  of  the  min<Hity  np<a 
the  subject-matters  committed  to  the  oommt- 
tee. 

Hr.  HuLur,  w  behalf  of  tiie  committee^ 
moved  the  reading  of  the  condadons  of  1^ 
committee ;  and  that  6,000  eopiea  of  the  re- 
ports with  the  jonmal,  and  20,000  copies  of  the 
reports  without  the  Jonmal,  be  printed. 

Mr.  Petbikin  said  he  was  not  opposed  to 
printing,  but  he  objected  to  the  reading,  noless 
all  the  reports  were  read.  And  he  c^ed  for 
the  reading,  accordingly. 

Borne  conversation  Avowed  in  diltoent  parts 
of  the  Hoose,  of  which  little  could  be  heard, 
owing  to  the  extreme  confhsion. 

The  CHAn  decided  that  it  was  a  pariiament- 
ary  right  to  call  for  the  reading ;  and,  after 
some  further  conversation  on  points  of  order. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  report  of 
the  nu^ori^. 

The  reamng  was  freqaenUy  interrupted  b/ 
attempts  to  suspend  it.  And,  after  it  had  pro- 
ceeded some  way,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Owxbb,  all 
the  reports  (by  general  consent)  were  laid  en 
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the  table ;  and  6,000  copies  thereof  with  the 
Journal,  and  20,000  co[Hea  of  boUi  dooamenti, 
-withont  the  Jonnud,  were  ordered  to  be  minted. 


IK  SBVATB. 

TnuBBDAT,  Februar7  28. 
NoTth-Eatt«m  Boundary. 
lb*.  BooBAHAV,.  from  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  Belations,  to  which  was  referred  the 
President's  Message,  and  accompanyiDg  doca- 
mente,  in  relation  to  the  existing  difficmties  on 
the  North-eaatem  frontier,  made  a  report  there- 
on, which  was  re^  as  follows : 

The  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Belationa,  to  whidi 
was  referred  the  Hessiges  of  the  FresideDt<rf' 
the  United  States  of  the  26th  and  the  a7th  hist, 
and  the  aeerawanTing  docomrata,  in  rdatim  to 
the  existing  diffloulties  on  tbe  Nortb-eastem  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States,  report  tbe  following 
leadntlons,  and  recommend  their  adopUon  bjr 
the  Senate : 

Retolved,  ^Diat  the  Senate  can  discoTer  no  trace, 
throngfaoat  the  long  correspondence  which  has  been 
•abmiUed  to  them,  between  the  OoTenuneats  of 
Oieat  &itain  sad  'Saa  United  States^  of  any  under- 
standing, expresa  or  implied,  much  teas  of  any 
"  explicit  agre^ent,"  such  as  is  now  alleged,  that 
the  territory  in  dispute  between  them  on  the  North- 
eastern boundary  of  the  latter,  shall  be  placed  and 
remain  under  tiie  exduuve  jurisdiction  of  her  Bri- 
tannic Hsjesty's  Gormiment  until  the  settlement  of 
the  qoesUon ;  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  there 
was,  and  is,  a  dear  subeistiDg  underatanding  between 
the  partiea,  under  which  they  hare  both  acted,  that, 
nntu  this  qne^on  shall  be  finally  determined,  each  ' 
of  them  sbfJl  refrain  from  the  exerdse  of  jurisdiction 
OTer  any  portion  of  the  disputed  territory,  except 
audi  parts  of  it  as  may  It^re  been  in  the  actual  poe- 
aessioa  of  the  one  or  the  other  party. 

Saolved,  That  whilst  the  United  States  are  bound, 
in  good  fidth,  to  comply  with  tiiis  understanding, 
dttnig  the  pendmcy  of  n^otiations,  the  Senate  can- 
not peroeire  that  the  State  of  Maine  has  Tlolated  the 

Sirit  of  it  by  merely  sending,  under  the  authority  of 
e  Legislature,  her  land  agent,  with  a  suffident 
force,  into  the  disputed  territory,  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  expdltng  lawless  tre^wssers  engaged  in  impairing 
its  valoe  by  cutting  down  dw  timber ;  both  parties 
hsTing  a  cmnmon  nghL  and  beii^  bound  by  a  com- 
mon  duty,  to  expel  such  Intradere  from  a  territory 
to  irtuch  each  claims  title,  taking  care,  howerer,  to 
retire  within  their  acknowledged  lin^ts  when  this 
tfngle  object  shall  have  been  accomplished. 

ItMolved,  That  shcmld  her  Britannic  X^[es^'s  Gor- 
enunent,  in  Tiolatitm  of  the  dear  underitandng  be- 
tween the  parties,  penist  In  oarrybg  its  avowed  de- 
termination into  exeeudon,  and  attempt,  by  military 
force,  to  asBume  exdnsEre  jurisdiction  orer  the  dis- 
puted territory,  all  of  which,  they  firmly  belicTe, 
rightfully  belongs  to  the  State  of  Maine,  the  exigency, 
in  the  o[^ion  of  the  Senate,  wiH  then  have  occurred, 
rendering  it  the  ImperatiTe  duty  of  the  Preddmit, 
under  the  constitution  and  the  Uws,  to  call  forth  the 
n^da,  and  employ  the  roilitaiy  force  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  such  an  inTssion. 
Aiti  Id  this  erent,  the  Senate  will  cordially  co-operate 
with  and  sustain  the  Freaident  In  defendhig  the  rig^ 
of  thecoontiy. 


Coma. 

JtMoh^L,  That  should  the  British  aalboritiea  re- 
frain from  attemping  a  militatj  occupation  ot  the 
territory  in  dispute,  and  from  enforcing  their  claim 
to  exdusire  jnrisdictiMi  over  it  by  arms,  that  then, 
in  tbe  oidnion  the  Senate,  the  State  ot  Mnne 
ought,  on  her  part,  to  pursue  a  coarse  of  nmilar  Sor- 
bearance.  And  sboold  dte  itibse  to  do  BO^  and  de- 
termine to  settle  the  emtroTersy  for  hencdf  by  fane, 
the  at^astment  of  whidi  is  intrusted  wider  ttie  ea»- 
Btitntion  to  the  Federal  (jOTenunent,  in  audi  aa 
erentthm  will  be  no  obligation  impoasd  aa  dat 
Qorenunent  to  attatdn  ha  by  military  aid. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
made- the  apeoial  (Urder  tor  tomorrow. 

Treaturp  IfoUt. 

The  Inn  to  reriTe  and  oontinne  in  force  the 
act  proTidii^  for  the  iasne  of  TreasoiT'  note^ 
came  op  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  WEBSTKs  rose  to  make  an  inqoiiT'  of  Mr. 
Wright,  whether  there  was  any  inteation  ^ 
selling  the  remaning  bond  due  by  Bant 
of  the  United  States,  gave  it  onheMtatiDglj  as 
his  opinion  that  the  sale  of  the  second  bond 
was  not  only  perfectly  le^al,  hnt  a  JndicioDs 
proceedmg.  He  thought,  moreover,  that  the 
manner  in  which  the  funds  had  been  disbofsed 
had  a  considerable  agenctyln  the  rasamptkii 
of  roecie  payments. 

The  biU  was  passed  without  a  diTidoa. 


hottbb  ov  bxpbbsxmtatttxs. 
Tedbsdat,  Febnutry  28. 
Florida  War—LottEorta. 

The  bill  maldng  appropriations  for  prcTent- 
iog  and  snppreselng  Indian  hostilities  for  183i^ 
then  came  np  on  its  third  reading. 

Ifr.  Bell  renewed  &o  fdlowlng  amendment, 

moved  by  him  in  committee : 

"  For  p^ag  tbe  valoe  of  tiie  hotsea  and  eqnqnp 
of  tbe  Tennessee  and  otber  Toloateers  who  ban  it 
any  time  been  hi  the  servloe  of  flie.  United  States  fa 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  uid  wliich  were  tuned 
over  to  the  Government  by  the  order  of  die  coa»- 
manding  general,  oi;  other  commanding  officer,  eaid 
value  to  be  ascertained  by  tbe  ap^viaement  of  soiff 
value  when  the  volunteen  entered  the  service,  $52,- 
000. 

-  "And  the  provtskmsof  acts  approved  andfatfiaee 
at  various  periods  dnce  1818,  autborisiBg  payBMU 
for  horses  lost  in  tbe  ^rrioe  of  the  United  States  bj 
rangers,  militia,  and  volunteers,  are  hereby  renved 
and  extended  for  two  years,  fn»n  and  after  tfa«  pM- 
uge  of  this  act,  uid  under  tbe  acthm  VS  tbe  Thinl 
Auditor  shall  be  deemed  to  enbcaee  aD  caaea  net 
already  satisfied,  of  bones  tost  toth^ownenin  act^ 
vice  as  aforesaid.  In  battle  or  otherwise,  where  doe 
care  and  diligence  be  rendered  manifest  on  tbe  part 
of  tiie  owner ;  and  whether,  if  the  death  or  loes  ot 
rangers'  horses  shall  hare  occurred  for  want  of  for- 
age, and  at  places  when  acting  in  obe^ence  to  tbr 
orders  of  commanding  pfBcers,  forage  ooold  not  have 
been  procured  by  proper  diligence  on  the  part  of  the 
owner." 

Mr.  BmuLL  renewed  his  amendment  to  the 


Fiarida  Wir—Lott  Benet. 
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amendment  of  Bbli,  hj  adding  thereto  the 
following :  . 

*'Ko  pBTment,  however,  shall  be  made  for  horses 
or  other  property  lost  or  destroyed,  when  the  loss  or 
destruction  shall  have  been  occasioned  by  the  fault 
or  object  of  the  owner,  or  when,  by  the  terms  of  the 
contmct,  the  risk  was  upon  the  owner  of  the  looperty. 
And  the  raloatioo,  when  horses  have  been  turned 
over  to  the  Goranment,  iball  be  Dwde  at  0ie  time 
th^  were  tmned  over. 

Hr.  TiTKNET  warmly  opposed  the  proposition 
of  Ur.  B.,  and  Bupported  the  orij^al  amend- 
ment 

After  some  farther  remarks  from  Ifessre. 
THOunoir  and  Dominro, 

Mr.  Bell  accepted  the  first  branch  of  the 
amendment  as  a  mo^cation ;  hnt  the  seoond, 
he  fiud,  woold  have  the  effect  of  defeating  the 
whole. 

After  a  few  farther  remarks  from  Hr.  Cham- 
bibs,  the  last  branch  of  Mr.  Kubsbll's  amend- 
ment was  r^ected. 

Kr.  QBEmnstL  opposed  the  amendment  of 
Ht.  Bill,  and  entreated  tlte  Honse  to  pnt  it  off 
till  next  sesuoD,  and  not,  thus  in  the  dark,  vote 
so  large  a  draifb  upon  tiie  Treasory  witiiont 
having  the  facts  or  any  investigaticm. 

Mr.  Buaaux  donanded  the  yeas  and  ni^ 
hot  they  were  reftued,  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to — ayes  81,  noes  61. 


IN  BBNATB. 

FBIDA.T,  March  1. 
Otnarai  Apprepriation  BUl~B^i  JPwrekam 
— Jhiagreemmt^thetm  Scvtet, 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  dvil 
and  diplonudic  expenses  of  the  Ooverament 
for  the  year  1889,  was  taken  np  for  considera- 
tion, and  after  several  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Oommittee  on  Finance  had  been  concnrred 
in,  the  amendment  of  the  oommittee  proposing 
to  strike  ont  the  following  section,  viz :  "  For 
the  balance  due  on  acconnt  of  the  first  volnme 
of  the  Doonmentary  History  of  the  United 
States,  five  thousand  six  hnn^vd  and  two  dol- 
lars ;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  is  hereby  ao- 
thonzed  to  deliver  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate for^  copies  of  sud  work,  and  to  the  Olerk 
.  of  the  Honse  of  Bepresentadves  three  hnndred 
and  sixfy-^ht  copies  of  said  work,  to  he  dis* 
tribnted  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Senate 
and  Hoose  of  Representatives  of  the  28d,  24th, 
and  26th  Oongresses,  who  are  not  entitled  to 
receive  the  same  nnder  former  resolntions  or 
acts  of  Oongress,"  was  considered. 

Mr.  Webster  hoped  that  tiie  Senate  woold 
not  strike  ont  tiiis  appropriation.  It  was,  in 
his  opimon,  a  very  small  matter,  and  too  nn- 
important  to  be  wasting  the  time  of  the  Senate 
on  at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  The 
House  had  thought  proper  to  make  this  appro- 
priation to  folfil  the  obligations  of  a  contract 
entered  into  by  this  Government,  and  he 
thonght  the  proper  way  was  to  agree  to  it,  and 


pfuoB^  1889. 

not  hazard  the  loss  of  the  hill  and  the  conse- 

aoent  stoppios  of  the  Government  by  delaying 
le  paest^^  of  it  If  gentiemen  woold  persirt 
in  consuming  time,  and  were  determined  to 
higgle  with  the  Honse  on  this  appropriation  of 
five  thonsand  dollars,  ho  had  warned  them  of 
the  conseqneuoes,  and  they  must  take  tlio 
reqwnsibitity. 

Mr.  WmoBT  said,  if  the  Senator  from  MasBBp* 
ohnsetts  thinks  I  am  not  aware  of  my  responri- 
hility,  or  that  I  fear  to  meet  it,  he  does  not  Know 
me.  Mr.  W.  thonght  the  time  was  oome  when 
the  Senate  should  make  a  stand  t^on  this  enh- 
jeotj  and  said  the  responsibility  of  defeating 
the  bill,  if  it  wos  lost,  would  rest  with  those 
who  bad  incorporated  this  provision  into  it 
Mr.  W.  went  on  at  some  length  in  opposition 
to  the  praotioe  of  appropriating  money  for  the 
purcliase  of  books,  and  distribntin^  them  among 
themselves,  and  trusted  that  the  Senate  woold 
not  countenance  it  any  longer. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  "Bxatixs  in 
&vor  of  the  amendment,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  recommendation  of  the  committee, 
when 

The  Pkisidbnt  announced  there  was  not  a 
quorum  in  attendance. 

Mr.  Sbvcbb  moved  that  there  he  a  call  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Pbbbident  sud  the  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas might  reach  his  object  by  moving  that-  the 
Bergeant-at-arms  be  directed  to  snmmoo  the 
absent  Senators,  and  if  they  refused  attending 
the  presiding  (Officer  might  Issue  his  warrant, 
and  have  them  brought  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Sbvieb  modified  his  motion  according. 

Several  Senators  requesting  Hr.  S.  to  vithr 
draw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Wi.LKBB  hoped  that  the  Senator  front 
Arkansas  would  persist  in  it.  The  only  Sena- 
tors who  were  invalids,  and  whose  healths  were 
endangMod  by  the  protracted  sittings  of  that 
body,  were  in  their  seats  attending  to  their 
public  duties,  while  a  muority  of  the  Senate, 
who  had  not  the  plea  of  ulness  to  offer  as  an 
excnse  for  their  absence,  were  in  their  beds. 
He  hoped  the  motion  would  be  persisted  in, 
and  that  Senators,  if  other  motives  eoidd  not 
induce  them  to  do  so,  would  be  oompetled  br 
order  of  the  body  to  attend  to  the  pnUio  biw- 
ness. 

After  some  ccmveraatHm  the  motion  was 
witiidrawn,  and 
The  Senate  B£(joumed. 


Satdsdat,  March  2. 

OenmA  Aj^npriation  BitlSoot  PunAam 
—DoeumenUsrif  History  <ifthe  United  8tatm. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  dvil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  1889,  was  taken  up,  and  tiie  qnesttmi 
being  on  the  ammdment  proposed  by  Ihe  Oom- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  Btrixe  out  the  i^pEopriiF- 
tion  for  the  Documentary  History—  . 
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Gaurai  Appropriatim  BSI  Bttk  Ptuxitatm. 


[8&m  Com. 


Ur.  Bbhton  Bpoke  at  mach  length  against 
tiie  i^propriatioit,  ood  aUo  against  t£e  distriba- 
Utm  01  the  books,  and  read  from  reports  of 
ooiDinittees  to  justify  'what  he  said.  He  con- 
sidered this  whole  bitsiDeas  of  printing  books 
for  members  of  OongresB — a  practice  which  had 
grown  Dp  within  a  few  years  past — to  be  otae 

the  most  abominable  abases  which  now  be- 
Mt  the  GoTemmen^  and  he  comndered  this 
partioolar  job  as  the  most  abominable  of  the 
whde.  Takoi  In  every  way,  the  manner  in 
wbioh  It  was  got  throo^h  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  most  attentive  members — ^he  meant 
others  still  more  than  himself— the  enormity  .of 
the  from  involved — the  vast  bulk  and  little 
worth  of  the  work-^and  the  distribution  of  it  to 
the  members  that  voted  for  it — and  it  was  truly 
aa  abominable  abase.  None  of  us  knew  that 
snoh  a  work  was  aathorized  by  aa.  It  was 
passed  in  18S8,  and  it  was  nearly  a  year  after- 
wards before  we  discovered  what  we  had  done. 
He  (Ur.  B.)  foand  it  oat  from  Mr.  Uangam,  of 
"Sorih  Carolina,  at  the  next  sesdon,  who  waa 
a  member  a  committee  who  disooTered  what 
liad  been  done ;  and  thm,  for  the  first  time,  it 
was  fcnmd  oat  that  an  act  had  been  passed  by 
which  upwards  of  half  a  million  of  dollars,  at 
the  least,  and  possibly  a  million  and  a  half,  was 
to  be  given  to  an  officer  of  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
■entattves  (Hr.  St  C.  Clarke,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House)  and  his  partner,  for  printing  a  work  to 
be  £^ven  to  those  who  voted  that  officer  and 
his  partner  the  money  1  As  soon  as  found  out, 
the  abuse  waa  reusted  by  some  members,  and 
has  been  resisted  for  six  years,  but  without 
effect ;  for  while  a  majority  condemn  and  de- 
nounce it,  yet  tiiey  are  placed  vndar  daress,  and 
compiled  to  vote  for  the  money  and  the  distri- 
botion  by  putting  them  in  the  appropriation  bills 
far  the  support  of  the  Government,  and  thra 
ukldng  it  a  question  to  lose  the  whole  bill  and 
atop  tiie  Government,  or  let  the  distribution  go 
on.  He,  for  one,  would  vote  against  it,  and  let 
the  Government  stop,  if  that  should  be  the  con- 
sequence ;  and  let  the  people  see  who  it  was 
that  would  break  up  the  Government  before 
they  woald  cease  voting  books  to  themselves  I 
Even  if  the  vote  of  the  books  was  right  in  itself^ 
it  woold  be  wrong  to  be  pnt  into  an  appropri- 
ation bill;  and  he  wonld  not  be  coerced  by 
finding  it  there.  Bat  the  whole  practice  was 
wrong  in  itaeli^  and  was  becoming  an  enormous 
abuse—  ononuous  tor  tiie  amount  of  money — 
enormous  for  the  prindide — enormoos  far  the 
fri^tfnl  progress  whidi'  it  made — enormous  for 
the  consequences  it  might  lead  to.  Every  ses- 
sion we  have  jobs  and  distributions.  A  multi- 
tude of  works  have  been  printed  and  distribut- 
ed. They  multiply  every  session.  We  vote 
the  money  to  the  jobber — the  jobber  gives  the 
books  to  us — and  many  of  us  sdl  the  books  in- 
Btanter  to  Mr.  Templeman.  or  some  other  pnr- 
ohaser.  Twenty  thousand — ^forty  thousand — 
sixty  thousand  dollars — are  a  common  vote, 
and  done  with  a  rapidity  which  defies  all  de- 
lor^tion,  and  in  a  way  to  escape  the  notice  of 


tiie  most  attentive  members.    But  this  is  a 
case,  not  of  twenty — or  forty^— or  axty  that- 
aaai  dollars,  but  of  one  or  two  millions  I    It  is 
absolutely  a  case  of  millions,  and  may  be  ^ 
many  as  the  jobbers  choose  to  moke  it^    It  is 
without  limits  or  boundaries;  it  is  to  prin: 
wh^ver  the  jobbers  choose  to  print-:— for  then 
is  no  earthly  control  over  them — under  tiu 
name    &e  Documentary  Hirtoir  of  the  Bevo- 
lation.  Already  they  infoim  US  that  tib«|nivatt 
and  pubUo  libraries  of  America  and  Europe  m 
to  be  explored  to  find  eitiier  mannscnpt  «r 
printed  matter  to  be  pnbliAed ;  and  tliey  are 
at  liberty  to  publish  aU  that  they  can  find 
The  first  compatation   supposed    it  mi^ 
amount  to  a  million  and  a  half  of  doUan; 
then  the  undertakers,  when  the  enormity  of 
that  sum  startied  evetybody,  ^ropraed  to  pn 
a  limit  on  themselves  by  limitmr  the  numbtr 
of  volumes.   They  proposed  to  limit  the 
umes  to  twenty,  and  left  tbe  number  of  pages 
unlimited,  though  estimated  for  at  800  pages. 
The  pay  was  by  the  page— so  mach  the  pt^ 
— and  at  this  rate  it  wonld  o«ne  to  $80^400  a 
volume ;  and  twenty  volumes  wonld  nuke 
$408,000.   This  seemed  to  impose  i  limU»  bo 
it  was  all  an  illosion  I   The  nmnber  of  pagei 
were  unlimited,  and  instead  of  800,  the  fint 
volume — the  omy  one  printed — contaiiiS  abore 
1,000  pages  1  and  instead  of  $20,400,  the  esti- 
mated, the  actual  price  is  $26,0001   and  bj 
doubling  the  pages,  the  next  one  may  be  $o2,- 
000.   This  bill  is  to  pay  a  baJanoe,  a  balaocs 
due  for  the  first  volume ;  and  this  balanc*  is 
$5,600 1  the  estimated  prioe  of  $20,400  haring 
been  previously  paid.   At  this  rate  the  twentj 
volumes  will  cost  $620,000 ;  bat  thwe  is  noth- 
ing to  limit  it  to  that  amount ;  the  pnblii^en 
can  print  what  they  please,  as  many  Toiuakas 
as  they  please,  and  as  many  pages  as  ibiej 
please  in  each  volume;  and  being  pud  by  the 
page,  the  bulk  of  the  work,  and  the  amount  of 
the  price,  is  aluolntely  without  limit  1  It  is 
also  without  limit  as  to  time  I  It  may  last  for 
centuries,  and  through  generatitms;  and  the 
families  of  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Force  may  he 
pensioned  on  tiie  Federal  Qovemmeot  through 
suoceedve  ages.   It  is  a  personal  contract  wUh 
Messrs.  darke  and  Force ;  it  wiU  descend  to 
their  representatives;  it  has  taken  six  years 
to  make  one  volume;  and  twenty  v^ume^ 
even  if  limited  to  that,  would,  require^  at  the 
same  rate,  one  hundred  and  twoil^  yean  to 
complete  tiie  work.  So  slow  is  the  £oruieoiiung 
work  that  we  have  been  told  cm  this  floor — 
told  by  Mr.  EiNo,  of  Georgia,  who  began  the 
gofid  work  of  opposing  this  business— ^that  be 
was  well  informed  that  a  member  had  sold  lus 
interest  in  the  whole  Documentary  EKsttuy,  far 
which  we  pay  a  million  or  so,  for  ten  dollars  in 
hand.  * 

Mr.  B.  then  took  the  ground  that  the  wht^ 
contract  ought  to  be  set  a^de,  for  fraud :  first, 
in  the  manner  of  getting  it  tiirongh  Congresa 
in  a  way  to  prevent  all  knowledge  of  the  ni3g> 
nitode  of  the  work,  and  that  by  an  officer  of  the 
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House  \  next,  for  want  of  moral  or  constiCa- 
tional  power  in  the  Ooneress  to  vote  them- 
selves saolPpresents ;  third,  for  the  manner  in 
\^hich  tiie  price  was  fixed,  and  fixed  nearly 
twice  too  mnoh — u  he  proTed,  hj  reading  an- 
swers to  inqidiies  from  tne  most  eminent  moIe- 
scllers  of  Philaddphla  and  other  dUes,  address- 
ed to  them  hj  a  committee  of  the)  Hoose  of 
Hepresentativea  after  the  discoveiy  of  the  extent 
of  the  joh  given  to  Uesars.  Clarke  and  Force. 
He  read  from  the  report  to  show  that  Messrs. 
Clarke  and  Force  'virtaallT'  fixed  the  price  them- 
selves "by  patting  it  into  the  face  of  the  law, 
that  thej  were  to  have  at  the  same  rate  that 
Messrs.  Blur  and  Bivea  were  paid  for  a  oertfun 
work,  the  price  of  which  was  fixed  hy  Mr. 
Force,  who  was  selected  hy  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr. 
Lowry  for  that  purpose;  Clarke  and  Fwce's 
bill  depending  in  Congress,  while  Mr.  Force,  as 
a  referee,  was  fixing  the  price  of  work  Which 
was  to  govern  his  own. 

Mr.  B.  finished  with  declaring  that  this  hook 
print^  and  book  distribndng  bnainees  had 
become  an  enormoos  abtise ;  that  the  attention 
of  the  coantty  onght  to  be  rouaod  op  to  it ;  and 
if  the  biU  for  the  support  of  the  (iovemment 
was  lost,  it  would  rouse  the  country,  and,  in 
the  end,  save  millions.  For  his  own  part,  he 
bad  been  resisting  this  business  for  six  years 
without  any  effect,  for  it  was  growing  and  in- 
creasing annually.  Bat  he  shonld  go  on  oppos- 
ing It,  <^vpodng  all  these  Jobfl^  grtot  and  smalL 
He  had^to  enoonnter  fHmds  and  foes,  and  to 
di^^w  on  himself  oensore  and  oppoaition.  He 
WAS  sorry  for  it,  but  he  oonld  not  help  it  The 
abuse  must  be  stopped,  and  he  had  taken  a 
fixed  and  inexorable  resolati<Hi  to  tiy  and  stop 
it.  He  had  put  on  his  iron  nerves,  and  should 
yield  to  neither  friends  nor  foes. 

Mr.  SouTHjLBD  spoke  in  reply,  Innsdng  that 
this  sum  was  due  ujider  a  contract  whi^  was 
a  law  of  the  land ;  and  that  Congress,  before 
withholding  appropriations,  ought  to  declare 
that  contract  nml  and  void,  which  no  one  dared 
to  propose  in  direct  terms,  or  else  they  onght 
to  make  a  compromiae,  and  allow  Clarke  ai^ 
Fbroe  sidtable  wnwieB. 

Mr.  OAtHons' adahe  wonld vote fbr  tills «p- 
pTOpiiation,  bnt  a  sense  of  doty  woald  not 
allow  him  to  vote  in  favor  of  giving  books  to 
members  of  Congress.  He  agree£  however, 
^Clarke  and  Force  should  suffer  damage  on 
account  of  a  f^lure  in  Congress  to  fulfil  a  con- 
tract, they  ought  to  be  remunerated. 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  Fostsk  the  question  was 
divided  so  as  to  ascertain,  first,  whether  the 
Senate  would  make  this  appropriation ;  and, 
second,  whether  the  books  shoola  be  distributed 
as  provided  for  by  the  bill. 

The  former  of  these  qneetions  was  decided  in 
fhenwative,  thas  striung  out  the  appropria- 
tion of  $6,602  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Measis.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clsy  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Eubbud,  Linn,  Hontmi, 
NiohoUfl^  Nllfli,  Norrall,  TUm^  Bosne,  BoUnson, 
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Sevier,  Smith  Coooeoticat,  Walker,  WilliamB  of 
MMirippI,  and  Wright— 20. 

Nat&— Hesm.  Bayard,  Qaj  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Davia,  Faster,  KnighL  Xeiriclt,  BobUns,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Southard,  Smft,  Tallma4ge,  and' Webstn 
—18. 

The  question  on  the  distrlbiition  of  the  booke 
was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Uessrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calbomi, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Foster, 
Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Ki^Jit,  Merrick,  Uooton, 
Kiles,  Norrell,  Fierce,  Boane,  BotHnson,  Seider, 
&nitli  of  CoonecUcut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Walk- 
er Wall,  White,  Wiiliams  of  Maine,  Willianu  of 
MusisBippi,  and  Wright— 29. 

Navb.— Messrs.  Davis,  Southard,  and  Wdwter— S. 

2%e  JfoAw  Sowndmv-'Ineniued  Power  and 
MioM  to  the  Pretidmt  «n  &e  mmit  iff  A- 
waiono/ that  Bate, 

The  bill  from  the  House  saving  to  the  TnA- 
dent  of  the  United  States  additicmal  powers  for 
the  defence  of  the  United  States  hi  certain  oases 
against  invasion,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
received,  the  16th  joint  rule  in  uie  way  of  its 
reception  was  suspended,  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded forthwith  to  connder  the  bill.  After 
having  been  read  the  first  t^me, 

Mr.  Bbnton  observed  that  he  did  not  think 
it  necessary,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
and  under  present  drcumstances,  to  refer  this 
bin  to  a  committee.  The  subject  was  perfectta^ 
understood  by  every  Senator ;  the  bill,  as  it  had 
passed  the  Hoose,  was  on  thdr  tables ;  and  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  had  been  fnlly  expressed 
in  the  resolntions  nnanimously  aidopted  last 
evening.  He  therefore  thought  that  they  had 
better  not  refor  the  bill,  bnt  take  it  np  in  Com- 
mittee oi  the  Wb<de^  aiul  act  on  it  at  once. 

Mr.  BiroiuKAK  ol»erved  that  the  bill  from 
the  House,  now  before  the  Senate,  entirely  met 
his  approbation,  with  perhaps  a  ungle  excep- 
tion. Under  all  the  circnmstances,  he  doubted 
the  policy  of  sending  a  special  minister  to 
England ;  but  he  should  make  no  motion  to  - 
strike  this  provision  from  the  bill,  unless  his 
doabta  might  be  fortified  by  the  opinion  of 
other  Senators.  With  this  ezoeption,  if  saoh 
it  ought  to  be  considered,  the  bill,  he  believed, 
was  jnst  snoh  a  one  as  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Belatiois  would  have  unanimously  report- 
ed to  the  Senate,  had  it  not  been  deemed  more 
proper  that  this  measufp  should  originate  in 
the  Eonse.  It  was  precisely  in  accordance 
with  the  resolutions  whidi  had  nassed  the  Sen- 
ate last  night,  by  which  we  pleaged  oursolve^ 
that  in  case  the  British  Government  should 
attempt  to  take  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory,  we  would  stand  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  sustain  him  with  all  the 
military  power  of  the  nation  in  repdlin^  this 
aggression.  This  bill  contained  no  provisional 
army.-  It  ^mply  authorized  s  resort  to  the 
mUitia  aiuI  volunteers,  in  ease  it  should  beccnne 
necessary  to  call  oat  a  military  force  before 
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Oongress  oonM  be  convened,  and  appropriated 
the  mone^  necessary  to  aeoomplish  uie  object. 
Ur.  B.  agreed  with  his  friend  from  Missouri, 
(Mr.  BiNTON,)  that  it  was  nnneoesBary  to  refer 
this  biU  to  a  committee,  as  it  was  plain  and 
umple  in  its  provisions,  and  the  sesdon  so  near 
Its  dose.  As  to  the  pra^niefy  of  sending  a 
special  minister  to  Eiulandr— he  would  be  ffad 
to  hear  the  apiaHoa.  of  other  Senators  on  this 
sabjeot. 

Mr.  Tiujunai  obserred  l2iat  he  Aflfered 
with  the  Seaiator  from  PennsylTania  in  one 
partkmlar.  He  was  highly  in  fitvor  of  sending 
ft  speoial  minister  to  England.  He  tbonght  the 
minister  sent  shoold  be  a  man  ot  ohoraoter  and 
standing,  and  he  had  no  idea  that  the  Pxendent 
would  send  any  other. 

Mr.  BocTHABD  acknowledged  that  he  felt 
great  difficulty  in  pastnng  so  promptly  on  a  bill 
of  Bach  magnitade.  He  did  not  view  it  in  the 
light  that  other  Senators  did,  as  carrying  oat 
tiie  reflations  of  the  Committee  on  Forewi 
Belations,  bnt  going  far  b^ond  them.  He 
greatiy  feared  the  oonseqnenoes  of  passing  each 
a  bill,  and  was  alarmed  at  what  woold  be  the 
ranlt  of  its  passage.  Toe  if  it  did  pass,  an4 
the  President  should  call  for  the  volunteers 
authorized  by  it,  there  wonld  be  a  war  between 
this  ooantry  and  Great  Britain  which  might 
last  for  years.  Where  were  these  volont^rs 
to  be  raised,  and  how  1  The  moment,  said  Mr. 
8.,  that  that  bill  is  passed,  yon  will  find  volon- 
teers  assembling  ander  it,  and  eager  to  march 
into  the  Briti^  territories. 

Now,  I  ask  yon  (continued  Mr.  S.)  to  look 
upon  the  whole  of  oar  frontiers,  and  see  what 
has  occurred  there  daring  the  past  twelve 
months,  together  with  the  tone  and  temper  of 
the  people.  Did  it  not  require  all  the  exertions 
nt  tne  Exeontive  to  repress  the  spirit  that  was 
BO  opttily  manifested!  He  woiild  as  soon, 
S.  said,  vote  for  an  absolute  deolaration  of  war 
as  this  bill.  The  great  danger  was  that  the 
■Tolnnteers  woold  not  wait  for  the  orders  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  but  that  they 
wonld,  as  soon  as  organized,  invade  the  British 
territory,  and  thus  bring  on  a  war  while  the 
two  Oovenunente  were  in  the  pn^^ress  of  ad- 
justing the  differences  between  them.  There 
were  other  provisions  of  this  bill  to  which  be 
was  not  prepared  to  ^ve  his  assent,  and  there 
were  others  which  he  approved  of.  and  among 
the  lattw  was  the  on^r^rred  to  by  the  Sena- 
tor firom  New  York.  He  hoped  that  a  special 
ministw  would  be  tbnt  to  England,  and  that 
the  miarion  would  reanlt  in  tt>e  aatdement  of 
all  our  difl^^cea  witli  that  power.  God  fae- 
bid  that  a  war  between  this  oonntry  and  Eng- 
land, the  representatives  of  the  freedom  of  the 
world,  ahonid  ever  take  place.  He  did  not  fear 
the  otmtest  if  it  shonid  be  forced  on  him ;  bnt, 
said  he,  if  we  go  into  this  conflict,  I  wish  to  go 
into  it  coolly  and  dispassionately,  and  in  a  man- 
ner oaloolated  to  cwry  with  ua  the  feelings  of 
the  people  of  the  whole  country.  He  preferred 
tliat  the  bill  should  be  sent  to  a  committee, 
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with  a  view  to  a  mean  matnre  oonsideratitK 
of  the  whole  subject,  and  the  recommendaliofl 
of  some  measure  less  oaloolated  to^ireciintau 
the  country  into  a  war.  In  the  preset  poetnn 
of  affairs,  this  section  authorizing  the  rataag 
of  volunteers,  would  be  looked  on  by  the  Bnt- 
iah  Government  in  no  other  light  than  as  i 
menace,  and  perluqie  load  this  hi|^-e]nriud 
people  into  acts  of  hostility,  which  more  mode- 
rate measures  <m  our  part  ndght  prevent..  Eaw 
ooold  w^  expect  any  aoccesaftil  negotiflitiou  fir 
terminating  our  difforenoee  with  the  Briti^ 
Government,  with  this  threat  hanging  cnr 
them  f  Would  they  not  point  to  it  as  aa  tot 
of  hostility,  and  refuse  to  negotiate  until  it  va 
withdrawn  ? 

Mr.  S.,  after  some  fiirtber  mnarks,  eondodej 
by  moving  to  refer  the  lUU  to  the  CuDButtei 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  TiXLHADOB  did  not  know  that  he  Ii^ 
any  objections  to  the  reference  of  the  bill ;  tbe 
remark  he  made  was  in  regard  to  the  sendii^ 
of  a  minister.  But  he  saw  no  cause  for  ibs 
ahum  felt  by  the  Senator  from  Hew  Jenef. 
No  one  ooald  pret«ul  that  Tdnnteera  would  w 
raised  under  the  provisitms  of  this  biD  till  &t 
President  called  tor  them ;  and  after  be  im 
called  for  them,  they  wUl,  as  soon  as  raised,  be 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  eaongt 
go  to  Canada,  or  anywhere  else,  without  or- 
ders. He  could  not  agree  with  the  &eisMUr 
from  New  Jersey,  that  any  part  of  this  biD 
coald  justly  be  viewed  as  a  threat  or  mensn. 
We  nave  been  threatened  with  invasoL 
and  though  he  did  not  believe  that  the  threu 
would  be  carried  into  execution,  yet  it  -wa 
highly  necessary  to  be  prepared  for  any  soc^ 
contingrau^.  Should  the  British  Goveninnit 
oomplun  of  this  clause  of  the  biU  as  a  mesace, 
which  he  did  not  believe  th^  would  do,  the 
President  could  say,  that  from  the  verr  natan 
of  our  instatntiomk  were  nnpreparea  for  soy 
emergency,  and  therefbre  it  was  that  Congress 
pSBSfS  this  measure  in  order  that  we  might  be 
prepared  to  meet  the  inva^on  tiiiat  was  thread 
ened.  We  shall  always,  said  Mr  T.,  enter  inst 
a  conflict  with  a  foreign  power  under  disadrsa- 
tageoos  circnmstances,  but  we  shall  beceoe 
stronger  as  it  progresses,  and  triami^  in  the 
end.  He  did  believe  that  this  bill  was  neces- 
sary, and  he  wonld  therefore  give  it  his  vote. 
We  passed,  said  he,  unanimonsly  the  resolu- 
tions reported  by  t^  Offlnmittee  on  Forekn 
Belationa;  and  last  sesnon  we  passed  resom- 
tions  Just  as  strong,  and  what  did  they  amomtt 
to?  To  nothing.  The  British  Government 
inrtead  of  ^ving  np  their  cluma,  had  advanced 
tibe  clum  to  exdusive  iorisdictiw  oyer  the  dis- 
puted territopy,  and  uireatened  to  snp^rt  it 
with  an  armed  force.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  was  for  putting  the  country  in  a 
situation  to  meet  the  thre^ened  contjngency. 
He  saw  nothing  alarming  in  the  anthorizing 
this  volunteer  force  to  be  rused.  They  will  be 
embodied  only  when  the  Preddent  uiall  call 
for  them;  and  being  under  his  orders,  they 
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will  not  be  able  to  march  a  fuvt  until  he  com- 
mands it, 

Hr.  Mebbick  was  la  favor  of  referring  the 
bill  to  the  Oomintttee  on  Fw^gn  Relations. 
It  was  an  important  mmsore,  and  sbonld  ^ 
throogh  all  the  forms  of  l^rialation ;  and  if  it 

{lasseo^  it  should  be  after  fOl  and  wdemn  de- 
Iberation.  There  iras  no  man  in  the  oountry 
more  reluctant  to  go  to  war  than  he  was.  A 
war  would  be  highly  iujuriona  to  the  people 
he  represented^  but  he  would  not  aacrifice  the 
honor  or  the  interests  of  the  nation  for  the  aal^e 
of  preserving  peace.  He  had  no  fears  of  an; 
eoQsequences  resulting  from  authorizing  this 
Tolnnteer  corps.  They  are,  he  s^d,  to.  be  com- 
posed of  the  freemen  of  the  United  States,  and 
upon  them  we  can  as  safely  rely  for  obeying 
the  laws  as  for  defending  the  liberties  of  the 
coxmtry.  We  are  abont  (s^  Hr.  H.)  to  ad- 
journ, and  cannot  meet  i^n  fbr  many  months, 
we  are  threatened  with  invasion,  and  ihe  dan- 
ger is  ^reat  that  the  tiueat  will  be  carried  into 
execution.  Hy  opinion  is  (said  Mr.  M.)  tbat 
war  will  come  before  twelve  months  are  over, 
do  what  you  will.  Ongbt  we,  then,  to  a4)oun] 
without  putting  it  in  the  power  (tf  the  Prerident 
to  defend  the  country  ? 

Mr.  BuoHAiTAK  Bud,  that  even  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  night,  considering  the  position 
which  he  occupied  in  relation  to  the  sobject, 
the  Senate  wonld  excuse  him  fbr  asking  their 
attention  for  a  few  moments,  whOat  he  relied 
to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Kew  Jersey, 

(Mr.  SOUTHASD.) 

For  my  own  part,  aaid  Hr.  B.,  I  am  not  ex- 
cited in  the  slightest  degree,  but  am  cahn  as  a 
summer's  morning:  nor  do  I  believe  that  the 
Senate  required  a  caution  agidnst  acting  under 
violent  Impnlse.  I  confess  that,  throughout 
the  whole  proceeding,  I  have  been  only  anxious 
that  we  should  act  with  sncfa  coolness,  such 
dignity,  aud  such  discretion,  as  would  secure 
the  approbation  of  the  country.  This  import- 
ant object  has,  I  think,  been  accomplished. 
The  jnstice  of  our  cause  is  palpable;  and  I 
have  only  labored  to  prevent  it  from  being 
obsenred,  by  the  adoption  of  any  measnre,  in 
the  assertion  of  our  rights,  on  which  oar  con- 
stituents cdnid  be  fturly  divided  in  oi^on.  It 
was  for  this  reason  that  I  have  come  into  con- 
flict with  the  State  of  Maine,  in  relation  to  the 
foarth  resolntion  reported  by  the  committee. 
Although  I  preferred  that  resolution  as  it  origi- 
nally stood,  because  it  was  more  precise,  yet 
the  change  in  the  last  clause  does  not  materially 
affect  the  meaning ;  and  it  has  procured  a 
nnanimous  vote  in  its  favor — a  consummation 
much  to  be  desired.  Should  Maine  act  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  spirit  of  this  resolution,  then 
if  war  must  come,  it  will  find  the  couab4| 
unanimous.  On  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  it 
will  be  a  war  of  pure  aggression,  waged,  during 
the  pendency  of  peacefal  negotiations^  fbr  the 
pnr^ose  of  assuming  exda^e  nulitwT'  jnris- 
dictioUf  against  the  dear  nnderatanding  be- 
tween the  two  QomnuneAti,  0T«r  a  tttntoiy 


to  which  she  has  not  even  a  shadow  of  title. 
In  snch  an  event,  the  only  alternative  is  war 
or  national  dishonor ;  and  between  these  two, 
what  American  can  hedtate  I  F(ntie  must  be 
repelled  by  force;  or  national  degradation  is 
the  inevitable  consequence.  I  confess,  how- 
ever, it  is  atiU  difficolt  to  believe  that  Great 
Britun  will  madly  rgsb  into  raoh  a  contest  fat 
an  object  so  inco^siderable.  This  is  a  question 
for  her  own  decision.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to 
stand  on  the  defensive,  and  exercise  frarbearunce 
until  the  shock  of  arms  shall  render  forbearance 
no  longer  a  virtue. 

I  would  ask  the  Senator  from  New  Sermjy 
what  is  there  in  this  bill  which  is  not  precisely 
,in  conformity  with  the  resolutions  unanimously 
adopted  last  night  f  Which  was  tiie  most  im- 
portant of  all  uese  resolutions?  Was  it  nofe 
that  one  which  declared  that,  if  the  Brita^ 
Qovemment  should,  in  pursnanoe  of  its  avowed 
detenmnation,  attempt,  by  military  Anve,  to 

«ke  possession  of  the  disputed  territory,  that 
e  would  snstun  the  President  in  defending 
the  rights  of  the  country,  and  repelling  this  In- 
vasion? This  is  the  single  principle  clearly 
and  strongly  expressed  in  the  fourth  r(»olutlon. 
What,  then,  do  we  propose  to  do  by  this  bill! 
Merely  to  carry  out  tins  principle  in  iH>actice ; 
and  that,  too,  in  the  nuldest  form  consistently 
with  the  safety  of  the  conntry.  Would  we  not 
make  ourselves  a  ridiculous  spectacle  before  ^ 
mankind^  if  we  ahonld  a^onm,  after  adopting 
Ais  solemn  resolution,  ana  leave  tite  Fresiaen^ 
witiiont  a  dollar,  to  defend  tiie  oountry,  in 
case  it  should  be  attained  t  We  first  pled^ 
ourselves  in  the  most  stdemn  manner  to  sustam 
him;  and,  when  «dled  npon  to  redeem  oar 
pledge,  we  prove  recreant  to  this  dnty  which, 
bnt  y»terday,  we  imposed  upon  oorselves.  1b 
there  a  ein^e  Senator  here  prepared  to  act  such 
apart? 

This  bill  is  in  fact  bnt  littie  more  than  a  con- 
tingent appropriation  of  $10,000,000,  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Freudent,  to  enable  him  to 
call  forth  the  nulitia,  in  execution  of  the  con- 
stitotion  and  the  exi^ng  law,  for  the  pnipose 
of  repellinff  the  threatened  invantm  fsX  the  dis* 
pntea  temtory.  It  is  true  that  the  term*  of 
service  is  extcnaded  from  three  to  six  mcmthie^ 
and  the  Preddent  is  authorized  to  accept  of  the 
service  of  volunteers.  These  are  the  only 
changes  in  the  old  law  effected  by  the  bill.  It 
does  not  propose  to  add  a  soldier  to  the  regular 
army.  Until  the  next  meeting  of  Oongresa,  it 
relies  ezdusivdy  upon  the  present  amiy,  militia 
and  Tolanteers  of  uie  country,  to  repel  the  in- 
vasion of  tiie  disputed  territory.  Now,  I  aak, 
what  less  can  we  do,  nolees  r^ardless  of  our 
duty,  we  shoald  determine  to  adjoam  whilst 
war  is  impending  over  us,  without  providing 
any  means  of  defence?  And  yet  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  fancies  that  he  sees  in  tiie  bill 
a  menace  to  England ;  and  he  dreads  a  rushing 
of  armed  citizen  volonteers  across  our  frontiu 
for  the  purpose  oS  invading  the  territory  of  a 
fiiendlr  power.  Bat  what  aajs  the  bill  I  Uur 
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lets  the  oonliiigeDer  shoold  happen  for  which 
h  proridea,  then  volnnteera  will  renudu  at 
home.  Thej  can  never  be  embodied  without 
the  orders  c(  the  Prendent  Thej  cannot  move 
towards  'Uie  frontier  nntil  the  event  shall  occur 
on  which  we  have  Bolemnlr  declared  that  we 
will  cordially  oo-operate  with  the  Pre^ddent  in 
defending  the  interest  and  honor  of  the  country. 
What,  then,  is  the  ineritable  ooDseqnence  of 
the  Senators  ai^punent  f  That  we  shall  adopt 
no  precantionarj  measures  to  repeJ  a  threaten- 
ed invasion,  lest  perohanoe  the;*  mt^  Im  con- 
Btmed  into  a  menace  hj  the  invading  power. 
The  gentleman  has  not  seen  the  pdnt  to  which 
bis  own  argument  wonld  lead  him.  If  he  had, 
It  never  would  have  been  advanced.  Besides, 
this  argament  ImpUea  a  want  of  confidence  in 
4Kir  dtizen  volunteers,  which  I  do  not  fe^ 
,  If  we  adjourn  without  pasdog  this  bill,  we 
shall  richly  deserve  the  reputation  of  b«iig  a 
Government  valiant  in  resolntiolu  upon  p(^>er 


'property  br  force,  and  I  should  ataad  upon  the 

defensive,  he  might,  with  the 

turn  about  and  accuse  me  of  threatrainig  lidm. 

Whilst  I  am  in  favor  of  defending  the  jotf 
rif^ts  of  Uaineto  the  last  extremis ;  I  am  alio 
dispoeed  to  inform  her  distinctly,  that  if;  ia 
violation  of  the  cM^tntion,  wfai^  confen 
upon  the  Executive  the  Dnion  the  treaty* 
maldng  power,  and  in  violaticm  of  the  dor 
snbdsUng  understanding  between  the  parties 
she  will  become  the  a^;ree8or,  and  atteoipt 
permanently  to  occupy  the  diE^mted  taritoiy 
by  force,  we  are  under  no  constitntionaL  oUCiga- 
tioQ  to  come  to  hat  aid,  however  diffiimlt  it 
might  be,  even  in  anoh  a  case,  to  reaiat  hs  m- 
peal.  In  the  language  of  the  unendment  naoi 
to  the  fourth  resolution,  it  is  bw  dn^  to  laan 
the  ultimate  vindication  of  her  rights  to  ths 
General  Qovemment,  to  which  it  rightfully  aad 
constitutionally  belongs.  Hands  off  from  tliii 
territory  on  both  sides,  while  negotUtaous  an 


Government  mighty  in  words,  bat  coi|g  pending.  During  this  period,  the  qnestioii  be- 
te mptible  in  action.   We  should  beoone  th9  longs  exolusirely  to  the  Goieral  Government. 


scorn  of  our  coDsfcitnents. 

But  this  bill  is  called  a  threat  A  threat  1 
To  prepare  for  war,  when  an  intention  to  in- 
vade our  territory  has  bem  avowed,  is  a  threat 
which  maj  oflend  our  powerftal  neighbor  I 
Such  was  not  the  opioion  of  General  Washing- 
t«L  He  believed  that  to  pr^iare  for  war  was 
flie  best  mode  of  preservii^  peaoeL  Weakness 
always  invites  aggression.  Fortunately,  or  nn- 
forbmatdy,  for  us,  from  the  very  nature  of  our 
faistitntioiis.  we  shall  never  be  well  prepared 
for  war ;  bat  for  this  very  reason,  when  we 
have  cause  to  apprehend  immediate  danger, 
onr  exertions  ought  to  be  so  much  the  more 
vigorous.  We  now  find  that  Sir  John  Harv^ 
Is  collecting  and  concentrating  his  forces,  which 
it  is  sud  will  amount  to  fonr  or  five  thousand 
regular  troops,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
mui&g  a  desoent  on  the  disputed  territory,  and 
oing  it  under  tiie  ezdnsive  jurisdiction  of 
'ind.  When  Hub  dangeria  impending, 
we  place  oaraelves  fat  the  oontnnptible 
portion  of  resolving  that  the  State  of  Maine 
shall  be  defended,  and  then  re-resolving  that  it 
shall  not  be  defended,  lest  it  mi^  give  offence 
to  the  British  Government?  We  can  never 
avert  war  by  base  submission ;  and  if  we  ooold, 
the  people  of  this  ooontry  will  never  putohase 
peace  at  the  price  of  self-degradation.  No,  sir, 
never.  If  the  British  Qovomment  should  ever 
oompl^  of  this  bill  as  a  threat,  oar  Minister 
can  point  with  confidence  to  t^e  letter  and 
proclamation  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  in  which  he 
has  first  threatened  to  take  military  possession  of 
the  disputed  territory,  under  the  express  com- 
mand of  his  eoverdgn.   He  can  show  that  the 


It  wonld  be  forever  a  source  of  regret,  Vith  to 
Maine  herself  and  to  the  whole  oountiV,  if  tbt 
should  not  withdraw  her  forces  frcmi  this  ter- 
ritory, in  case  Sir  John  Harvey  ehotild  act  hv 
the  example^  deasting  frton  attempting  itai^ 
ta^  oooiqiation. 

I  d^treoate  war;  butiaajnstoameldoBBt 
dread  it.  If  it  shoold  oome  now,  H  wiU  be  in- 
evitable, and  we  Kpgoti  to  the  -wori^  fat 
the  jnstioe  of  onr  cause.  Onr  course  has  l^ho- 
to  been  correct  in  asserting  onr  ri^ta.  I  tntt 
and  believe  that  Maine  will  not  embarrass  m 
in  parsning  it  to  the  end.  That  she  has  caase 
to  complain,  I  cheerfully  admit;  but  let  be 
continue  to  rely  up<Hi  the  General  Govemmeot, 
and  when  the  crisis  ^all  arrive,  if  arrive  it 
must,  she  will  find  the  country  aa  one  man 
rushing  to  her  rescue.  On  the  contrary,  abould 
the  photic,  but  exdted  feeKn^  which  now 
seems  to  pervade  her  c&taaena,  dnve  them  into 
acta  of  a^resBionf  and  invfdve  na  in  mr,  the 
best  cause  will  be  weakmed  hj  aocb  coodwt, 
and  distracti(Hi,  and  divlraon  among  the  citiaeu 
of  the  other  Stateai  may  be  the  oonseoiieDee. 
Let  her  be  prudent  as  well  as  firm.  Thia  c«o- 
troversy  must  soon  be  ended  either  bj  negotia- 
tion or  by  arms.  Let  her  patwnttz  and  patii* 
otioaUy  await  the  result,  unless  the  tamteiy 
should  be  actually  invaded. 

The  question  was  here  talc  en  on  Mr.  South- 
abd'b  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Omnmittea 
on  Foreign  Bdations^  and  loat  withoat  «  dn 
vision. 

Mr.  SomvABD  then  a^ressed  the  S^iata  in 
oppodtion  to  the  bill,  reowitulating  the  argu- 
m«its  used  by  him  when  nnt  up. 


moiace  first  came  from  her  Hi^eety'a  Govern-  A  Mr.  Walkkb  said  he  did  not  rise  at  Una  kla 
ment;  and  that  our  proceedings  have  been  pur^y  noor  to  make  a  speech  in  favor  of  this  IhU,  bat 


defensive.  The  bill  contidns  no  providon  whi^ 
goes  fiirther  than  adopting  the  necessary  means 
of  self-defence,  In  case  a  foreign  foe  should  invade 
our  native  land.  If  my  ne^btHT  should  be  In 
the  very  aot  tii  attflmpttng  to  deprive  me  of  nqr 


to  ^peal  to  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr. 
SooTHASD,)  and  beseech  hhn,  by  his  love  of 
country  and  regard  far  its  honor,  and  its  ri^ta, 
not  to  vote  u^iinrt  thia  bilL  It  was  not  the 
UlltiiatthftSnatorMVpoHditwai.  Ba' 
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tainly  could  not  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
understanding  it  truly.  He  appuled  to  tite 
Senator  not  to  prevent  a  nnanlmoas  vote  of  tills 
lK>dy  in  favor  of  a  measore  so  essentially  neces- 
sary for  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  oonntiy. 
He  fully  believed  that  the  Senator  regarded 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  his  ooontry  as  mdcb 
as  any  man  on  that  floor ;  and  he  had  not  a 
donbt  bat  if  he  understood  this  bill  properly,  he 
would  give  it  his  support  Every  vote  given 
i^inst  this  bill,  siud  Mr.  W.,  will  be  regarded 
by  Great  Britain  as  an  invitation,  on  the  part 
of  the  Senator  who  gave  it,  to  persist  in  her 
unreasonable  {>retensions.  and  never  to  sur- 
render her  claims  to  this  diluted  territory. 
Kot  to  pass  this  bill  would  be  'dishonorable, 
when  we  had  declared  that  Grrat  Britain  had 
luA  a  shadow  itf  claim  to  this  disputed  territory, 
and  that  we  would  consider  her  taking  posses- 
Moo  of  it  as  an  invasion  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  that  would  justify  tiie  Premdent, 
under  the  constUntlon,  in  calling  out  the  militia 
to  repel  it.  When,  in  addition  to  this,  wo  had 
pledged  ourselves  to  the  State  of  Maine  to  sus- 
tain ner,  wonld  it  not  be  dishonorable  to  vote 
down  the  only  measure  that  would  enable  the 
President  to  cany  into  effect  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Seaate  ?  If  we  should  send  a  min- 
ister to  England  after  tiiia^ill  had  been  nega- 
tived by  the  Senate,  the  British  ministry  would 
laugh  him  to  soom. 

And  nnder  what  dronmstancea,  swd  Mr. 
are  we  to  refuse  to  pass  this  biUt  From  all 
the  official  information  that  is  before  us,  we 
learn  tiiat  the  Governor  of  Kew  Brunswick 
says  that  he  is  positively  instructed  by  the 
British  Government  to  take  possession  of  this 
disputed  territory,  and  that  he  is  determined 
to  do  it  with  all  the  force  of  the  Provincial 
Government,  both  r^ulars  and  mihtia.  There 
is  a  threat,  and  not  merely  a  threat,  for  it  has 
been  followed  up  by  an  actual  call  for  militia, 
and  by  armed  troops  marching  into  the  dis- 
puted territory,  we  shall  disgrace  ouraelvee, 
6^  Hr.  W.,  by  retnzniitg  to  our  biHnea  and 
leaving  a  dster  State  undefended,  whem  die  hu 
been  threatened  with  invasion.  Under  these 
drcumstances  he  appealed  to  the  love  of  coun- 
try c£  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey — ^for  he 
beHeved  tiiat  patriotism  beats  in  his  bosom  as 
strong  ai  in  that  of  any  other  Senator — to  let 
the  vote  on  this  bill  be  a  unanimous  <me  by 
adding  his  voice  in  its  favor ;  so  that  when  our 
minister  went  to  England,  he  might  go  armed 
with  the  strongest  power  of  the  country.  He 
kuew  that  there  were  those  within  the  sound 
of  his  voice,  vrho,  armed  with  such  a  moral 
power  as  this  hill,  passed  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  both  Hooses  of  Congress,  would  ^ve 
him,  could  not  &U  of  bringing  this  ocmtroversy 
to  a  auooessfbl  and  h^my  terminatitm. 

Hr.  N1LB8  sud  he  r^oiced  to  see  this  bill  so 
perfectiy  acceptable  to  the  members  of  ibis 
body,  frith  bnt  one  solitary  exception.  We  aH 
aj^ee,  said  he,  in  this  matter,  that  we  are  for 
preserving  the  peace  of  the  ooontfy  if  we  can 
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do  so  without  sataificing  oar  honor.  The  only 
question,  then,  is,  whether  the  assuming  the 
attitude  the  bill  proposes,  by  clothing  the  Pres- 
ident with  power  to  arm  for  defence  only  on 
the  one  hand,  and  propodng  to  open  a  now 
negotiation  on  the  other,  tne  latter  purpose 
wiU  be  frustrated  by  the  former,  as  the  Beuator 
from  New  Jersey  apprehends.  Now,  be  had 
no  such  apprehensions.  All  the  Senator's  ob- 
jections were,  in  his  view,  founded  in  error. 
No  volunteers  could  be  orgaiuzed  until  the 
Preddent  called  for  tiiem  by  his  proclamation, 
and  when  they  were  or^nized  they  would  be 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and  no 
matter  what  the  state  of  ezcitem«it  on  the 
Canada  borders  was,  t^ey  could  not  march  a 
foot  without  orders.  Bnt  he  wonld  pass  over 
this  objection,  as  it  oonld  not  be  sapported  by 
any  show  of  reason.  The  only  plausible  ob- 
jection raised  was,  whether  Great  Britun 
niight  not  consider  uie  authorizing  this  volua- 
teer  force  as  some  sort  of  a  menace — as  coming 
to  her  with  the  olive  branch  in  one  hand  and 
the  sword  in  the  other.  This  was  possible; 
but  what  would  be  the  nltimate  effect  of  assnm- 
iog  this  attitude  1  It  would  produce  this  effect : 
it  would  convince  the  British  Government  that 
we  are  in  earnest  in  this  matter,  and  that  thongh 
we  have  a  strong  deore  for  peace,  yet  we  are 
not  willing  to  delay  the  settlement  of  these 
difficulties  any  longer,  and  that  it  must  be 
settied  at  once,  or  produce  a  rupture  between 
the  two  countries.  The  high  attitude  we  as- 
sumed towards  France,  ftotwithstanding  her 
complunts  of  insults,  settied  the  controversy 
with  her,  that  had  lasted  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  Pass  this  bilL  and  the  present  con- 
troversy will  be  settied  in  twelve  months.  In- 
stead of  its  being  a  war  measure,  I,  for  one, 
said  Hr.  N.,  pronounce  it  to  be  a  peace  meas- 
ure. It  will  preserve  peace  betweel  the  two 
countries.  If  you  do  not  pass  it,  it  will  pro- 
tract the  n^tiation,  and  perhaps  end  in  a  war 
which  will  last  for  yean.  He  stood  upon  that 
noble  maxim  oi  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  that  we  dedred  nothing  from  for^gn 
nations  but  what  was  right,  ana  would  sabimt 
to  nothing  that  was  wrong. 

Hr.  BouTHABDhere  moved  to  strike  out  the 
provision  in  the  mil  for  raising  fifty  thousand 
volunteers ;  which  motion  was  reacted,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tu.— Ur.  Sootbard. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Oalhoon,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Davis,  Foster,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  Etog,  linu,  Lyon,  Henidc,  Uonton,  Nich- 
olas, Niles,  Norvell,  Rerce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane, 
RobUns,  Bol^nson,  Rubles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Talbnadge,  Walk- 
er, Will,  Webster,  White,  WBUanis  of  Maine, 
Wmiams  ot  Mississippi,  Wrif^t,  and  T oung— 88. 

The  queelioa  was  then  taken  on  wdering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading ;  and  it  was  oarried  Iqr 
a  unanimous  vote — ^yeas  41. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  onanknoaaly. 


Tke  Maime  Somdarg. 
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And  the  Senate  w^oorned  at  twenty  miaates 
past  firar  o'clock,  a.  x. 


HOUSE  OF  BKPBXsxirrA.'nvis. 

Satusdat,  March  2. 
delations  with  Mexico. 
Mr.  HowABD,  from  the  Oommittee  on  For- 
Aflfiurs,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message 
'of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the 
87th  instant,  relating  to  Mexico,  reported  the 
|[^oviiig  resolutions : 

RaolBeJ,  That  the  unreaaonnble  jHWrasUaatiOD 
vhich  has  attended  ever;  step,  on  the  part  of  Mexico, 
in  the  progress  of  the  negotiations  between  the  two 
GoTwmments,  for  nany  jeani'  past,  Jostiflei  a  boipe 
tint  the  mliuster  who  is  abont  to  be  sent  to  uit 
country  by  the  Prendent,  will  press  for  a  speedy  and 
definite  settlement  of  the  demands  whidi  liave  so 
repeatedly,  but  ineffectually,  been  made  upon  Mexico 
by  the  Government  oi  the  United  States. 

BtmUvtd^  That  this  Honse  will  impatiently  expect 
the  result  of  this  mission ;  and,  if  it  diall  wove  un> 
availiqg,  will  sustain  tlie  EzocntiTe  bnudi  of  the 
GoTcmment,  in  any  nltatior  measorea  which  may 
become  neceasaiy. 

Hayti. 

Hr.  Dbohooole,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Aflfairs,  reported  a  resolution,  which 
was  concurred  in,  to  discharge  the  committee 
from  the  further  consideration  of  sundry  me- 
morials asking  for  the  opening  of  interoational 
relations  with  Hayti. 

htkhtxa  1^  Panama. 

Ifr.  Hkbokb,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Boads 
and  Oanala,  Tejwrted  the  fdlowing  resdntion, 
which  was  conoorred  in : 

Raolv^  That  the  President  of  tiie  United  States 
be  requested  to  ixmrider  the  expediency  of  tqteuing 
or  continuing  negotiatioDS  with  uw  GoTenmeuta  of 
other  nations,  and  porttcnlaily  with  tiiose  tdioee  terr 
ritorial  jurisdiction  oon^wehends  the  Istfamns  of 
Panama,  and  to  which  the  United  States  bare  accred* 
ited  ministers  or  agents,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  practicwility  of  opening  a  communica- 
tion between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  by  the 
construction  of  a  ship  channeVor  canal  across  the 
isthmus,  and  of  securing  forerer,  by  soitsMe  tre^y 
stipulations,  the  free  and  equal  right  itf  navigating 
■udbi  canal,  to  all  notloiu,  on  the  payment  of  reason- 
able  tolls. 

The  Mains  Boundary — Bill  to  InereoM  the 
Meanf  of  D^enee  in  the  Ihent  qflnvcuion. 
The  Honse  then,  in  pursuance  of  the  special 

wder,  went  into  Committee  on  the  Union,  Mr. 

Lincoln  in  the  ohur,  and  resumed  the  oonsid- 

entlon  of  the  blB  in  relatitm  to  the  difflonUiea 

inlCune. 

Mr.  Onrama  obtained  the  floor,  bnt  gave 
way  to  Mr.  Sai,tonrill,  who  made  an  expla- 
natioQ  of  his  remarks  of  last  evening. 

Mr.  0.  then  proceeded  to  disouss  the  merits 
of  the  qneotioa,  with  reference  to  Sir  J<dui 


[26th  Cooto. 

Harvey.  Mr.  C.  was  convinced  fhat  officer  had 
misooDstmed  hia  inatmotiona^  and  he  addneed 
fitets  which  went  to  show  It  As  to  the  IhS, 
he  denied  that  it  was  a  war  measure,  either  ot 
its  face  or  in  its  ^irit.  What  were  the  prepa- 
ra^ons  contemplf^  by  itt  Were  they  eithe- 
aggressive  or  belligerent?  They  were  not ;  thty 
were  purely  defennve,  and  in  conformity  witli 
the  act  of  1796. 

Instead,  too,  of  being  on  augmentation  of  the 
Executive  power,  derived  under  that  act.  ft 
was  a  diminution,  because  the  law  of  '96  gave 
the  President  general  power,  whereas  this  bBI 
restricted  it  to  a  particular  exigency,  a  poritin 
con'tin^ey,  on  the  arising  of  which  alone  he 
oonld  act.  HaTlog  explamed  and  adToeated 
the  provisioas  of  the  hiU,  Mr.  0.  proceeded  to 
defend  the  principles  of  the  bill  and  the  report, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Biddle.  As  to  tho  present  be- 
ing an  incidental  question,  it  was  precisely  one 
of  those  which  the  country  could  understand. 
The  main  issue,  the  question  of  boundary,  was 
involved  in  a  tedious  controversy,  ninninr 
through  a  long  series  of  ponderous  docnment£ 
I^ot  so  with  this.  It  was  a  question  of  &rt, 
plain  and  intelligible  to  every  man.  The  Stale 
of  Maine  had  been  Invaded,  and  that  all  coi^ 
understand.  Bring  it  home  to  tlie  ordiDXFj 
occurrences  of  life.  •  A  qneation  of  title  to  aa 
estate  might  be  so  involved  in  inttieaqy,  Uiat 
no  commcm  man  oould  nnravd  It:  hot  If  a  trcs- 
l>aaser  fenced  in  half  his  nelg^bora  fium,  it  ra 
plainly  tmderstood.  Moreover,  the  oase  of  the 
Aroostook  was  stronger  than  that  of  Madawa$- 
ka.  In  regard  to  the  latter,  Great  Britmn  had 
set  up  a  claim  of  jniisdiction,  on  the  ground  of 
utipouidetis.  Bnt  they  had  never  before  «t 
up  to  exercise  practical  jurisdiction  in  the  Ar- 
oostook, for  uiere  the  uti  pomidetu  gave  it 
clearly  to  the  United  States,  and  we  had  alw^ 
held  over  it  full  sovereignty.  Mr.  C.  produced 
a  map  published  by  the  House  of  Commons  of 
England,  and  also  cited  the  commission  of  the 
Earl  of  Durham  as  Governor  General  <tf'  all  the 
British  North  American  ^Tinoe^  and  whid 
demonstrated  that  she  herself  then  regarded 
the  sovereign^  over  this  territory  as  not  be- 
longing to  her.  After  dwdling  on  the  mm 
points  very  briefly,  Mr.  O.  concluded ;  and  was 
followed  by 

Mr.  Gbabt,  who,  after  a  brief  reriew  of  the 
questiqn,  made  an  earnest  defence  of  the  bill, 
which  he  r^arded  as  a  peace  or  a  war  meas- 
ure, just  OS  it  might  be  taken  by  Great  Britain. 
As  for  the  State  of  Maine,  he  knew  the  charac- 
ter of  the  people  of  tbis  coimtry  too  well  to 
think,  for  a  moment,  that  she  would  recede  a 
single  step ;  and  rather  than  vote  to  coerce  her 
to  do  so,  he  would  abandon  his  seat  and  go 
home.  He  hoped  the  British  Qorennnent 
would  at  once  diMTOw  the  nnlawfid  acts  of  her 
ProTincial  Governor;  but  if  she  did  not^be 
was  prepared  ftfr  the  worst  consequences.  Sw 
had  he  any  of  those  terrors  of  her  mighty  power 
which  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  eutertaia. 
Her  nOatioiui  with  Bnmia,  with  Persia,  witk 
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the  Banoeee  empire,  and  the  East  generally, 
were  of  t)ie  most  critical  charaoter.  The  blood 
die  had  so  oroellT'  ahed  in  Canada,  had  weai^ed 
the  heart  of  that  Province  from  her,  and  her 
domwtio  relations  were  at  this  moment  being 
shaken  to  ^ehr  centre.  He  did  not  de^re  war, 
but  he  would  yield  nothing  to  preserve  a  du- 
honorable  peace.  After  some  fbxther  remarks, 
Ur.  0.  condnded,  and 

Mr.  Adams  followed  at  length  in  support  of 
the  bill,  and  on  the  question  genenuly.  He 
etdd  he  sboold  not  be  surprised  that,  if  the  Con- 
gress failed  to  do  any  thing  at  the  present  cri^ 
It  might  be  taken  as  an  argnmoit  by  Great 
Britain  that  this  QoT«iimeut  had  left  Maine 
to  its  fate.  She  would  answer  "no  "  to  all  the 
olaims  o£  that  Kate  to  have  her  rights  .of  Joria- 
dictlon  respected.  Whatever  might  he  the  ac- 
tion of  the  House  at  the  present  tim&  he  be- 
lieved the  question  would  eventnally  have  to 
be  settled  by  force  of  arms,  and,  for  one,  was 
not  disposed  to  have  mnch  ftirtber  negotiation. 
It  was  for  this  reason  that  he  was  disposed  to 
vote  for  this  bill  as  a  further  notification  to  the 
British  Qovemment — one  which  she  could  not 
misanderstand — as  to  what  were  our  determi- 
nations. He  was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  not 
merely  because  this  ebntingenoy  presented  it- 
self, but  to  put  us  in  a  state  of  defence  for  any 
contingency  that  n%ht  ooenr.  He  understood 
It  OS  a  bill  to  arm  merdy  fbr  the  defence  of  our 
soil,  and  not  as  an  indication  that  we  were  de- 
termined or  expected  to  have  war.  England 
cannot  understand  it  thus;  there  is  nothing 
offensive  in  it  at  all.  Evety  independent  na- 
tion, whether  weak  or  strong,  has  the  right  to 
arm  herself  up  to  the  ears.  The  right  to  arm 
in  self  defence  is  a  right  of  peace.  Indeed, 
he  was  rather  disposed  to  take  a  stififer  course 
than  this  bill  proposes,  for  he  did  not  altogether 
approve  the  section  which  proposes  to  send  a 
special  miifister  to  Engluid;  he  thought  she 
had  assumed  a  wron^  position,  and  should 
ratiier  send-  na  a  special  minister  to  explain 
what,  indee^  were  ner  intentions. 

The  President  and  Secretary  <^  State  seemed 
to  regret  the  course  Maine  has  taken ;  but,  so 
fiv  as  be  was  concerned,  he  respected  and  re- 
vered her  for  it ;  it  was  one  sanctioned  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  her  Legislature.  The  aot 
of  that  State  was  deliberate,  one  of  the  qnolilieB 
which  belonged  to  firm  and  consistent  action. 
The  act  was  not  rash  and  indiscreet,  as  denoun- 
ced by  scone,  but  it  was  the  exercise  of  her  un- 
questionable right  to  defend  her  territory ;  and 
so  far  f^om  disapproving,  he  would  esteem  her 
course,  during  toe  short  renmant  of  his  life,  as 
honwabto. 

We  had  been  so  quiescent,  that  the  nsnrpa- 
tions  of  England  had  now  oommenoed  to  as- 
sume the  form  of  rights.  He  wished  to  stop 
them  where  they  are — send  l^em  back.  That 
there  should  be  no  further  mistake,  no  further 
delusion  on  the  part  of  Endand  as  to  what  our 
rights  are  in  this  matter,  he  thought  this  bill 
dwald  be  passed.    li^  however,  gaiOemea 
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would  offer  a  substitute  equally  firm,  equally 
ai^mentative,  he  wonld  be  willing  to  take  it, 
not  witboat. 

Mr.  LzoABK  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Adaxs,  aM  was  understood  to  intimate  his 
tq>proval  of  the  reaolntions  which  passed  the 
Sttiate;  and  that  he  would  not,  on  any  ac- 
count, vote  this  tremendous  power,  ^ven  In 
the  Wl,  to  the  President,  were  he  not  of  the 
opinion  that  he  wonld  use  it  with  great  pru- 
dence. 

Mr.  Bell  regarded  the  former  proceedings  of 
Massachusetts,  or  Maine,  or  of  this  Govern- 
ment, OS  of  very  little  consequence  to  the  pres- 
ent qoeslion,  because,  if  Great  Britun  intraded 
to  assert  her  claim  by  arms,  she  would  give  us 
an  intunation  of  that  fact,  or  otherwise  post- 
pone it,  and  therefore  we  need  not  ^pr^end 
any  violent  collision  till  we  have  received  in- 
formation from  that  Government.  Mr.  B.  did 
not  think  the  bill  in  its  present  sh^>e  conld 
pass  the  House,  and  some  compromise  must  be 
come  to.  He  could  not  bring  himself  to  be- 
lieve that  any  thing  like  war  would  ensue.  He 
had  never  questioned  our  right  to  the  boundary 
claimed  by  us,  and  though  he  had  anticipated 
difficulties,  yet  there  was  no  issue  of  national 
honor  now  involved.  All  be  thought  the  House 
ought  now  to  do,  was  to  express  its  concur- 
rence in  the  views  of  the  I^wdent,  not  by  tlie 
passage  of  this  bill,  or  the  first  section  ot  it,, 
but  to  grant  him  a  aoffident  sui^ly  of  mtmey 
to  execnte  the  powers  already  vested  in  him, 
in  case  the  contingency  provided  for  under  the 
existing  law  of  '95  i^onld  arise.  He  had  no 
objection  to  vote  a  contingent  appropriation  of 
five  millions  or  more,  and  be  had  no  great  ob- 
jection to  the  proposition  to  send  a  spedal 
messenger  to  "Bngi^^ii^i^  if  tKe  Enoative  dedred 
it 

Mr.  HowABD  explained  that  the  latter  prop- 
ositi on  was  one  emanating  entirely  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affurs,  no  member  of 
which,  he  believed,  knew  whethw  it  met  the 
views  of  the  Exeentive  or  not 

Hr.  Bell  was  ^ad  it  came  ftom  tiie  sonree 
it  did.  He  tlten  went  on  farther  to  sustain  his 
views  of  the  non-expediency  of  action  at  pres- 
ent. They  ought  to  do  no  more  than  declare  th^ 
own  opinion,  or  concurrence  in  the  views  of 
the  Executive,  and  grant  him  sufficient  snppliea 
for  any  exigency  that  might  arise  till  despatches 
were  received  from  England,  and  the  new  Con- 
gress conld  be  called  tether.  There  was  no 
necessity  to  go  beyond  this  point. 

Mr.  EvBKETT  remarked,  that  the  only  point 
of  controversy  was  this:  That  the  British 
threatened  to  take  ibrdble  and  exclunve  poe- 
session  of  tiie  deliatable  territory,  and  Uiis  is 
what  is  intended  by  this  Ull  to  prevent  Bat 
an  agreement  had  been  entered  into  tiiat  aH  ftir- 
ther  proceedings  on  both  sides  should  be  estop- 
ped ;  and,  after  communicating  that  fact,  by  the 
President,  there  we  shonld  have  stopped,  for 
no  further  meaanres  were  required.  They 
should  not  hare  pemdtted  ai^  senooa  difltoilty 
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to  have  grown  out  of  an  inddentel  qnestaon. 
There  was  do  necessity  for  this  trill  ;  for  In 
any  contingeocj,  Haine  woold  not  be  left  de- 
fenceless, as  the  law  of  '06  was  in  force,  and 
authorized  as  mnoh  as  the  EzecotiTe  ooold  poe- 
sibly  do  in  sixty  days. 

At  this  stage,  it  bdog  8  o'dook,  the  House 
took  its  daily  recess. 

Thanit  U  the  i^ealer. 
Mr.  Eucona,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  moved  the 
ftillowiog  resolntion : 

JUaolved,  That  the  thanks  of  thia  House  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon.  3ab.  K.  Pols,  tm  the  able,  im- 
partiitl,  and  digmficd  maimer  in  wliieh  he  has  pre- 
sided over  its  deliberations,  and  performed  the  ar- 
^iQVB  and  important  duties  ot  the  Ch^. 

Hr.  HcKwxnxAJsi  iaqnired  of  the  chair  whether 
this  could  be  received  at  this  time  withottt  sas- 
pending  Uie  roles  of  the  Hoose  for  that  pnr- 
poset 

Ur.  Eluobb  SDggested  that  It  had  always 
been  oostomary  to  offer  a  resolution  of  this 
kind  as  an  act  of  conrte«y,  and  it  was  never 
oli^eotodta 

Mr.  Bbcl  hoped  that  no  oljeetitn  woold  be 
nude.  It  was  an  act  of  ooortesy  <m  the  part 
of  the  Hoose.  to  whidi  he  preaomed  thm 
woold  beno  oojectioDsof  AteiAniMleharaeter. 

Hi.  MoKsnnan  said  he  shonld  not  preai  the 
inqoiry  or  make  further  objection. 

Ur.  OuBTis  renewed  tne  objection.  This 
was  not  petition  day,  and  petitions  oonld  only 
he  presented  on  leave.  The  short  time  reman- 
ing onght  to  be  devoted  to  the  pressing  bn^i- 
neas  <n  the  ooontry,  which  ought  not  to  be 
interrupted  by  a  relation  of  this  deacripfion, 
wtdoh  woold,  in  all^probabilil^,  lead  to  an  ex- 
dted  debate. 

Ur,  Euiom qooted  ftom  the  jonmal  apreoe- 
dent  when  a  vote  of  tiiankB  boo  been  paaaed  to 
Kr.  Bitemmoa.  The  qoeetion  ctf  order  had  then 
been  raised  aa  now ;  the  Ohus  had  dedded 
the.  motion  to  be  in  order ;  an  appeal  was 
taken,  and  the  Honse  sustained  the  decision 
of  the  Ohaib  by  a  vote  of  95  to  40. 

Mr.  Pbentiss  said  he  would  not  object  to 
the  offering  of  the  resolntion,  but  wished  to 
offer  an  amoidment  to  it 

Ur.  Elmobb  reminded  him  that  it  was  a 
question  of  order,  and  that  no  amendment 
oonld  be  offered  till  it  had  been  settled,  and  the 
resolntion  received. 

Ur.  Wise  said  he  should  new  have  r^sed 
tin  queetioB  of  wdw  hlma^  hot  thoa^t  it 
was  very  proper  that  it  ahoud  be  raised  and 
conridered ;  and  as  it  was  now  op,  he  shoold 
back  his  fHend  fhnn  Kew  York  (Mr.  OnBns) 
in  his  objection.  This  was  a  resolntion — 
nothing  more,  and  nothing  else — and  it  came 
imder  the  rules  which  governed  the  presenta- 
Han  of  resolutions.  If  it  was  in  order,  it  could 
be  only  because  the  rules  admitted  its  presen- 
tation, or  beoaose  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  two- 
tUrds,  Hupended  tiie  role  fbr  «  time.  The 
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roles  expressly  forbade  its  being  tgoBentedaaTi 
on  a  partiouliurdnty,  and  the  rules  had  not  beea 
suspended. 

Mr.  GuBTis  said  that  to  avoid  delay  he  wodU 
withdraw  his  question  of  order,  thoi^gfa  be  heU 
it  to  be  a  valid  oUection  under  Hie  rales. 

Mr.  Elm  OBX  said,  that  in  offering  this  reeidi- 
tion  he  had  only  followed  out  a  praetioe  ctf  tbc 
Hoose  which  had  prevailed  from  the  be^ 
ning  of  the  Government.  Ooortesy  had  alvsn 
dioteted  to  the  members  of  the  Hoom  to  aeeori 
to  th^  ^>eaker  that  meed  of  tbuks  whiA 
was  doe  to  his  servioeaL  He  haA  no  dwa 
to  woond  the  fMioga  of  a;^  guttiemaa;  nr 
would  he  debate  the  proprie^  of  the  loa- 
lotion  itself;  but  if  others  entered  into  that 
qnestioB,  he  ahoold.  daim  an  equal  ri^t  ta 
do  so. 

Mr.  FsBHTiae  said  that  h6  had  ctm 
to  the  House  prepared  to  expect  the  oBa- 
ing  of  such  a  resolution.  He  had  seen  iodi- 
cations  of  its  ooming,  and  he  bad  come  pre- 
pared also  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  me- 
Intion,  and  to  putain  that  amendment,  whidi 
be  shoold  do,  if  left  to  sostain  it  alone.  Be 
moved  to  amend  tlie  rmAuHoa,  bj  sbtikiBi 
from  it  the  word  "  impvtial.*' 

Ur.  P.  aaid  he  was  omrilUnA  at  Hob  ham, 
whea  they  woe  ^oot  so  ahortW'  to  leave  thtt 
halL  to  aUude  to  any  tiling  whhui  midbt  exota 
unpleasant  reminisoenoee.  He  oonsuered  ^ 
resoloti(Mi  as  not  a  more  matter  of  form.  It 
had  been  claimed  to  be  a  mere  act  of  pvtia; 
courtesy,  osaal  at  the  terminatian  ot  cnrj 
Congress;  if  it  were  that,  aud  nothinir  mm 
than  that-~if  it  were  the  mere  tooching  of  tke 
cap  or  extending  the  hand  to  the  Spkakkb  wte 
was  retiring  from  office — Mr,  F.  would  not 
oppose  or  object  to  it  He  was  for  encev- 
agiDg  the  ooDiteries  oi  life)  tmd  they  had  aea 
qoito  enoiU{hf  doitu  the  pnamt  eesBoa,  to 
eouvlnoe  them  d  the  neoemty  ot  doing  so; 
hot  this  ms  a  peealiar  ease,  to  which  the  ida 
of  mm  courtesy  did  not  wply.  Ur.  P.  coaU 
not  conident  to  pruse  the  Spbuoek  for  havng 
been  impartial  in  the  disdiar:^  the  datm 
of  the  diair,  simply  because  it  was  not  tmt 
that  he  had  been  impartiaL  It  might  be  said 
that  this  was  a  very  small  matter — a  custom- 
ary compliment  merely ;  but,  as  eveiy  gentle- 
man knew,  in  poUtic^  a  very  small  thhig  im^ 
beoome  a  ve^  great  thing;  a  mwe  thznad 
might  be  seized  npon,  and,  by  party  maaage- 
ment,  might  be  woven  at  last  into  a  caue, 
by  which  to  lead  bodies  of  men,  and  to  oonlnl 
the  Le^stores  ci  States.  The  fweaait  leao- 
lation  was  one  vhioh  preaented  fttdlitifls  ftr 
bdng  80  avfdled  ot  Ur.  P.  had  no  ol||eotiaa 
to  ottering  a  eoorteoos&rewell  to  the  Stueeb 
as  a  genueman,.  and  wiahii^;  him  a  ptcasant 
joomey  home;  Imt  he  M^ved  tki$9ott  tf 
thanJa  was  to  h«  laed  at  to  muA  palitiad 
capital  to  do  poliUeal  lunnmt  UPMH  amd  ha, 
for  one,  toot  not  diipoaed  tofurtaak  it. 

He  said  that  the  Speaker  bad  not  been  un- 
portial:  the  House  did  not  so  cmuider  ium; 
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and  In  pnxtf  of  ibia,  it  would  be  snffii^t  to 
rnE^  to  the  vote  of  the  House,  refosing  to 
him,  M»  that  utrp  ground^  the  appointment  of 
the  members  of  an  InvestigaUDg  Committee  to 
examine  into  the  defalcations  of  hU  own  party. 
And  ^ough  the  debate  on  that  subjeot  had 
mshed  and  raged  throngh  the  House  like  an 
unchained  tiger,  leaping  in  all  directions,  jet 
this  was  a  p(»nt,  and  the  onl;^  point,  from 
which  it  had  never  departed ;  here  it  had  fixed 
its  fsogB  with  a  detennined  and  deadly  hold. 
Trust  the  Speaker  with  that  (^^[tointmeut  the 
House  would  not  And  now,  to  twsa  a  aolenm 
T<^  that  the  Speaker  had  disdiaiged  his  dnti^ 
in'  an  "impartial'*  manner,  it  would  be  to 
declare  a  lie.  Ur.  F.  never  would  vote  for 
Buoh  a  decdaration.  He  never  would  lay  what 
he  did  not  bdieve,  nor  record  the  assertion  that 
the  SpKAKXB*  had  been  impartial,  when  the 
House  had  recorded  its  own  vote  to  the  oon- 
trar;-.  ICr  P.  had  here,  in  his  pocket,  a  little 
docoment,  which  would  speak  very  iotelligiblr 
as  to  tiiis  Spbaesb'b  impartiality.  He  well 
knew  what  this  resolution  of  thanks  was 
worth,  under  existing  oircamstances.  He 
shoold  speak  ont  plunly  and  explicitly,  as  he 
was  wont  to  do.  He  knew  that  the  inoum- 
bcmtof  theohdr  was  plying  a  poUtieal  game, 
]n  which  the  smallest  amount  of  oqntal  was 
vseftil  to  him.  In  tiait  game  Ur.  P.  was 
oi^osed  to  him;  and  he  would  not,  by  voting 
for  this  resolntioD,  throw  it  into  his  own  teeth. 
He  would  not  send  that  gentleman  into  the 
eleotioneering  field  with  this  certificate  in  his 
poi^etk  He  would  not  certify  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  a  positive  lie,  whii^  was 
to  he  used  against  himself  and  others,  with 
whom  he  actw.  He  would  say  to  the  whole 
country,  that  in  the  f<H*mation  of  the  com- 
mittees of  the  House— and  what  act  was  of 
deeper  importance — the  Speaker  had  not 
been  impartiaL  Ur.  P.  woidd  not  be  nnder- 
Btood  aa  sajing  that  it  was  unusual  or  imiiroper 
that  the  Speuer  of  that  House,  in  appointmg 
its  standing  and  other  ocnnmitteea,  ahonld  place 
upon  them  a  minority  of  those  who  corre- 
sponded with  1dm  in  political  sentiments;  of 
wia  he  did  not  complain.  But  he  believed 
thffl'e  was  not  a  Iwulative  body  upon  the 
globe  where,  political  parties  being  so  nearly 
balanced,  the  disparity  of  those  parties  in  the 
committees  of  that  body  was  so  enormous, 
Hr.  F.  would  deal  in  no  loose  or  general  asser- 
tions on  this  sabject;  be  wouM  put  his 
finger  upon  the  fbcts ;  fiuts  which,  if  the  gen- 
tleman firom  Sonth  Oarcdina  (Mr.  Euiobb) 
was  able  to  ewallow,  his  powers  of  dwlutition 
must  be  very  difibroit  from  Uioae  oi  lb.  F. 

To  begin  with  the  Oomndttee  on  Fweign 
Affiiirs.  Howstoodpartiesthere!  There  were 
Mx  administration  men  to  three  of  the  Oppo- 
sitioD.  Was  this— Mr.  F.  put  it  to  gentle- 
men—was this  a  fur  represent^on  the 
belanoe  of  parties  in  the  House  itself? 
Then  there  was  the  Oommittee  of  Way^  and 
Ueaofl,  eveiTfflw  atbnitted  ita  importano^  as 
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standing  at  titeheadofthe  finauoea;  and  how 

was  it  constituted  t  Here  again  it  was  six  to 
three.  But  what  was  the  constitution  of  the 
Oommittee  of  Elections?  Everybody  knew 
:that  a  place  w  that  oommittee  had  been  no 
sinecure,  this  Congress;  so  &r  from  it,  tiie 
acts  and  reporta  of  that  oommittee  had  shaken 
the  pillars  of  this  Qovernment,  as  the  Uind 
Samson  shook  the  pillars  of  Dagon^s  temple ; 
if  they  had  not  been  absolutely  thrown  down, 
tiiey  bad  at  least  been  shakm  to  their  found*- 
tion.  It  was  a  oonunittee  in  which,  of  all 
others,  the  stzietest  impartiatitr  was  demanded ; 
for  there  it  was  that  the  demon  of  par^  waa 
most  like^  to  rear  ita  hydn  head.  And  how- 
did  this  oommittee— a  committee  (^udgee— 
how  did  it  stand  f  Ssvkk  to  two.  Tes,  seven 
to  two;  that  was  this  Speakkb^b  "impar- 
tiality." WelL  how  stood  the  oaae  with  the 
Judiciary  Committee?  Here,  again,  it  waa 
seven  to  two,  if  the  distinguished  ^tie- 
man  from  yir^nia  was  to  be  ranked  with  the 
Administration ;  bnt  ae  a  change  had  taken 
place  since  the  oonstitntion  of  the  oommittee. 
It  stood,  on  the  most  favorable  statement,  six 
to  three.  Here,  then,  under  the  action  of  tbia 
mrat  impartial  Sfbaebr,  the  four  most  important 
oommittiMS  of  the  House  were  so  constituted 
aa  to  ^ve  the  Adndnistration  party,  as  iti 
very  smalleat  mqjwi^,  tw&  to  one;  and  the 
most  important  of  them  alL  in  a  political 
point  of  view,  had  seven  on  the'  one  side,  and 
but  two  on  the  other  I 

Ur.  F.  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  aa 
derc^;ating,  in  the  sUghtest  degree,  fnm  the 
charaotor,  or  reflecting  on  the  oonduct,  of  the 
members  of  these  committees — ^far  from  it. 
They  acted,  no  doubt,  according  to  their  own 
views,  of  pnblio  doty.  He  spoke  only  of  the 
belanoe  of  political  power  in  those  committees 
coUeotively.  But  how  stood  matters  in  those 
committees  which  exerted  no  party  or  political 
infiueneef  OhI  therehe  found  quite  a difBeir> 
ent  state  of  things.  The  Oommittee  of  Ibra- 
fii^rea  oontaiuM  eiffM  Whigs  to  oim  Adminis- 
tration man.  How,  if  Iheir  duty  had  been  to 
maunfacture  politics,  did  any  man  believe  that 
such  a  proportion  would  have  been  observed! 
Oh,  no,  the  balance  would  have  been  far  differ^ 
ent.  Then  there  came  the  Committee  m 
Beads  and  Canals — a  oommittee  which,  how- 
ever useful  or  important,  exerted  no  political 
influence;  and  it  oooteined  seven  Whi«. 
Here  the  proportion  was  seven  to  two.  So 
in  the  Committee  on  Bevisal  and  Unfinished 
Btudnees,  seven  to  two.  In  the  little  Ooni- 
mittees  on  Expenditures  in  the  various  Depart- 
ments, it  was  still  larger;  swne  of  theae  were 
all  Whigs.  Now,  did  not  this  show  dedgnt 
Was  there  not  a  reason  for  so  great  a  oon- 
traat?  It  showed  a  deliberately  adopted 
ptindple  d  actitm,  followed  out  throu^  the 
whole  sdection;  and  this  by  a  BpKAnai  <m 
whose  own  electiim  totheohur,  the  House  had 
been  so  equally  divided,  that  his  election  had 
been  canted  hj  tAtrtMn  votee  only  out  of  two 
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hundred  tind  foTty-B6Tenl  After  this,  oonld 
Hr.  P.  Tots  to  declare  that  this  officer  had 
been  "  impartial "  in  exerciriD^  his  great  and 
most  responsible  power  f  This  was  in  the 
^pc^ntment  of  committees;  and  then,  as  to 
others  eases,  where  the  noose  had  been 
«qnally  divided,  and  the  casting  TOte  of  the 
Ohxik  decided  the  question  one  way  or  the 
other,  woold  snj  gottleman  point  him  to  a 
^glio  instance,  whether  d  sreater  or  mhior 
importaooe — whediflr  the  dedsttm  swept  awaj 
the  whde  political  ri^ts  of  a  State,  or  recog- 
sixed  tike  offimal  olauns  of  the  Globe  news- 
p^>er,  or  settled  the  smallest  qnestion,  where 
the  vote  had  not  invariabty  been  girea  in  one 
direction  ? 

Kr.  P.  did  not  denj  the  capacity  of  the 
Spsakeb,  his  despatch  of  bnsineBs,  or  his  Aill 
and  therongh  knowledge  of  parliamentary  law 
— ^he  «(moeded  dl  this— bnt  it  was  the  &ots  he 
had  last  quoted  on  which  Mr.  P.  took  his 
•tand,  and  denied,  ntterly,  the  "  impartiality  " 
of  the  Ohaie.  AaA  he  never  woidd,  ont  of 
mere  eoortesy,  «ndorse  a  tool  of  the  £noatiTe, 
or  a  to^  of  the  party. 

A  more  perfectly  par^  Speaker,  <me  who 
would  be  more  dispoeed  to  Dend  the  rules  of 
the  House  to  meet  the  purposes  of  bis  own 
ride  in  politics,  never  had  pressed  tiie  Buft  and 
ample  cosbions  of  that  gorgeous  chur.  To 
■ay  that  he  had  been  impartial  in  the  duties 
oi  his  Ugh  office,  woold  be  bat  flattery,  it 
woold  be  certifying  to  what  was  not  true ;  and 
Hr.  F.  had  too  often  seen  the  effects  of  certi- 
ficates, not  to  be  oantiona  how  he  gave  them. 
He  was  williag  to  make  the  Bpkakxb  a 
courteous  partii^  bow ;  but  he  would  not  oon- 
aent  to  let  him  sit  there,  and  do  all  bis  party 
work,  and  then  inardi  out  witii  the  honors  of 
war.  The  dntiesof  the  ehiUr  were  toe  impor- 
tant for  this.  The  presiding  officer  of  that 
Home  out  out,  iu  vrnat,  £1  the  bnriness  of  the 
House.  It  was  he  who  placed  before  it  all  the 
material  for  its  action;  and  decided  who 
should  work  it  up.  Throngh  the  standing 
committees  of  that  Houscl  his  power  extended 
to  the  utmost  bounds  of  the  n^on.  It  was  in 
some  respects  beyond  that  of  the  Frerident 
himself.  8ach  an  officer  onght  not  to  be  the 
high  priest  of  party — that  Holoch  before 
whose  altars  were  diUly  immolated  the  dearest 
rights  of  this  Bepublia  Theprment  Spb&sbb 
tDot,  a»  ths  Eouu  «mII  ifcMtP,  a  eandidate  at 
Hit  time /or  the  OM^  Ms^tra^  if  hii  «u» 
:  and  m  tie  catmm  then,  and  through- 
out  aU  the  Wat,  this  vots  wmld  he  r^mre&io 
at  an  undeniable  prvof  that  he  had  exercued 
the  vtmatt  impartiality  while  in  that  chair: 
and  yet  the  Hovee  iteelf  had  utterly  refitted  to 
irutt  Am.  When  that  damning  foot  thould  he 
brought  by  hie  amonente,  what  more  would  he 
haoe  to  do,  thould  thit  retohepaetj  than  to  tear 
from  the  records  of  the  Eouee  the  leaf  which 
contained  it,  and  holding  Uvpto  the  tun,  pro- 
nounce all  thete  repretcntatums  to  Jte  ui\fou7\dr 
«l  oajutnftiM/  AjI  those  gentioDen  who  did 
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conadentionsly  b^ere  the  Sfbaxeb  had  bea 
impartial,  would  of  course  vote  for  the 
tion ;  but  Mr.  P,  called  npon  all  who  did  sA 
and  could  not  in  their  hearts  bdieve  so,  but  rbc 
did  believe  that,  with  strong  hind,  he  Isi 
wielded  his  power  for  the  pnrposes  of  s  ptrtr, 
to  vote  against  it.  Let  those  who  knev  ibt 
resolution  to  be  untrue,  say  so  b;  th«r  va. 
For  one,  if  Mr.  P.  had  ever  sea  the  p«» 
needle  turn  and  p(tot  witii  still  piemiu 
attraction  toward  tiie  pole,  he  had  Men  the 
Bpuxkb  tiim  with  equal  oonstancr  toradi 
the  interests  of  his  puty.  Ge&demai  mt- 
raise  the  notes  of  their  te  J)am  lavieMm* 
high  as  they  pleased ;  bat  he  called  npn  i. 
those  whose  free  sentiments  had  been  avAdit 
that  fioor  by  the  weight  of  his  offidal  tn«t 
eon,  to  let  the  world  see  that  they  would  not  prt 
the  lie  to  those  sentiments  of  indignatioaTtit. 
had  often  been  forced  from  their  lips  imda  i>- 
smart  of  oppression.  Let  them 
unguarded,  twteping  certificate  of  ftdk 
hacior,  to  aid  the  election  <if  the  Grnmril 
Tennettee.  Thus  to  vote  a  public  lie,  wu  to « 
a  bad  and  pemidous  ezamfde,  particnlarijkt 
free  BepubUc 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  moving  as  his 
ment  to  the  resolution,  to  strike  ont  the 
"  impartially." 

Mr.  Gbat  said  he  SSA.  not  rise  for  the  pt- 
poee  of  discussing  the  rewduUon,  bnt  fir  th 
purpose,  if  the  House  should  agree  with  lis. 
of  having  immediate  action  upon  it,  ^ 
House  might  proceed  as  speedUy  as  pooiUri^ 
other  business.  He  said  it  was  fait  intad)> 
to  move  the  previous  question ;  but  belin 
made  that  motion  he  would  make  a  britf  refif 
to  the  gentleman  from  Mississppi,  (lb-  PbI' 
Ties,)  who  had  not  ol^ected  to  the  ■'eni^ 
on  4he  ground  that  the  Spum  had  mtfiD 
ability  and  impartiality  prodded  onr  w 
ddiberations  of  the  House;  but,  o  ^ 
contrary,  the  gentleman  conceded  tbA  p> 
Speaeeb  had,  with  ability  and  impvtiibt?; 
decided  all  questions  which  by  the  nla  i"^ 
parliamentary  law  of  the  House  it  bid  bca 
bis  duty  to  decide.  The  whole  grouid  a 
objection  was,  that  the  Spbaab  bad  a^"^ 
a  nu^ority  of  his  political  friends  on  ue  Iw- 
ing  and  most  important  committees  U 
House-;  and  hence  the  Spbakbb  had  not  bw 
impartial.  The  geutieman  sudl,  strike  ontw 
word  "impartiaV'  and  he  would  vote  for  w 
resolntiorfl 

Was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to 
point  committees  as  the  House  would  un 
done?  Can  any  one  doubt  that  the  Hob* 
woold,  by  ballot,  have  elected  comnutws 
reoisely,  or,  at  least,  subetaDtiallj,  sa  t« 
peaker  had  appointed  themf 
instanoe  be  given  in  which  a  cominittee  1* 
been  elected,  that  the  m^ority  of  the  How 
had  not  placed  a  distinct  mijoritj  of  tw 
political  friMids  npon  the  committee? 
18  a  case  too  recent  to  be  forgotten  tff* 
House— 4hA  Swartwout  ctMumittee.  A  fflV'' 
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ity  of  the  Hoase  are  opposed  to  the  Independ- 
ent Treaaniy,  and  Bopposed,  perhaps,  that  if 
thej  could  have  a  committee  of  opponents  of 
that  measure,  that  argnments  might  be  fonnd 
gainst  the  meaanre ;  and  what  was  the  result? 
TiiQ  Oommittee  were  Ox  and  three— two  to 
one  agidnst  the  Admlidatration. 

The  resolntion  offered  is  not  novel;  it  has 
been  cnstoraary  here,  and  it  la  oostmnarjr 
in  State  L^:islatnre8.  One  was  passed  com- 
plimentarj  to  Hr.  Stevenson  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  service.  He  porsned  the 
same  course  as  the  present  Speakkb  in  the 
appointment  of  committees,  and  more  recently, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  tenn  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bbil,)  a  resolntion,  in 
nearlj,  if  not  the*  precise  langnage  with  the  one 
nnder  conaderation,  was  pused.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr  Bell,)  who  was 
then  in  favor  of  t^e  Administration,  followed 
the  nample  ei  lb.  Stevenson  in  the  ajqiolnt- 
ment  of  committees. 

Mr.  <3t.  a^d  he  had  before  him  the  Jonnutla, 
and  would  read  the  appointment  of  committees 
made  hj  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  pit. 
Bell,)  if  any  one  desired  it.  The  present 
Spsakeb  has  done  the  aame,  nothing  more; 
and  less  he  eonld  not  do,  nnless  he  mtirely  dis- 
regarded the  will  of  the  minority. 

Mr.  Q.  sud  that  his  ooUeogae  (Mr.  Oubtd) 
had  raised  a  question  of  order  npon  the  intro- 
duction of  the  resolntion,  and  as  he  supposed 
his  object  was  to  defeat  uie  resolntion  by  pre- 
venting its  consideration,  Mr.  G.  taii  he 
wonld  refer  to  an  example  in  the  Hew  York 
Le^alotore,  which  his  ooUetgoe  woidd  reool- 
leot.  In  1688,  the  present  iMOtenant  Govern- 
or of  that  State  was  Speaker  of  the  Assembly. 
During  the  session  party  spirit  ran  high ;  fre- 
qnent  collirions  took  place  between  the  minor- 
ity trf  the  Honse  and  the  Speaker;  many 
appeals  were  taken  from  the  Speaker's  decis- 
ion, and  much  asperi^  was  exhibited  in  debate ; 
and  yet,  at  the  close  of  the  session,  the  minor- 
ity Joined  in  an  expresdon  of  thanks  to  tiie 
Breaker.  A  distingoished  individoal  of  that 
minority,  fonnerly  a  member  of  tiiis  House, 
(Mr.  Masn,)  as  is  usual  on  snch  occadons,  rose 
above  the  party  excitement  that  had  pervaUed, 
and  made  a  speeoh  hi^y  complimentary  of 
the  Speaker;  U  was  due  to  the  Spoker  ai^ 
the  iHMior  of  the  State  that  the  mlnori^ 
shonld  thus  act,  and  should  tiie  same  jost 
spirit  prevail  b«e,  what  is  due  to  the  dignity 
of  the  House,  to  the  Speaker,  and  to  the  honor 
of  the  nation  wonld  be  done. 

But  another  and  more  significant  oljjeotion  is 
raised :  it  is,  that  the  adoption  of  this  resolu- 
tion may  make  him  political  capital,  tiiat  it 
may  be  used  in  the  Tennessee  election  *'  upon 
every  stump  in  the  State; "  henoe  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  would  withhold  from  him 
thejnstioe  whicti,  by  parliamentary  custom,  is 
due  to  htm,  lest,  by  doing  Justice  to  him  now, 
he  may  have  Justice  done  nim  hereafter  in  his 
own  Stita.  Mr.  G.  M  It  was  not  a  nutter 
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that  ought  to  be  discassed;  the  flicta  in  the 
case  were  upon  record,  and  known  to  the 
House  ;  the  propriety  of  the  resolution  was 
self-evident;  ana  if  gentiemen  wished  to  make 
a  par^  qaesticm  of  it,  and  show  the  ootmtiy 
that  they  oarried  party  fleelinga  to  an  nnpre- 
cedentea  and  nn  warrantable  extent,  the  sooner 
they  declare  It  the  brtter. 

Mr.  G.  then  moved  xhe  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  naving  been  moved 
upon  the  resolntion,  it  was  seconded;  and 
upon  the  motion,  shall  the  main  question  be 
put,  which  was  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
—yeas  92,  nays  7S. 

The  qnestton  then  recurred  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  which  was  taken  on  yeas 
and  nays,  and  passed  by  the  followhig  vote : 

Teas. — Mosairf  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Bestty,  Beima,  BidcneU,  Birdaill,  Bouldin, 
Bri^s,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Budianan,  Bjmtun,  Cam- 
br^Dg,  Jtiai  Cunpbell,  Guey,  Cbaiiey,  Clu^mian, 
OtAny  OODDor,  Oary,  Oiutunan^  Dawson,  Davee,  El- 
more, Airlngton,  Ity,  Gallup,  JamM  Gariand,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Huey,  Hammond, .  Quner,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Howard,  Wm.  H  Banter,  Inriuun,  Tbooaa 
B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  NatbaiueT  Jones,  John 
W.  Jones,  Keiffi,  Kemble,  Kliroetwniith,  Leadbetter, 
Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Uasoo,  Hartin, 
KcKaj,  Bobert  HcCtellan,  Abraham  UcCtellan,  Hd- 
Glure,  Miller,  Moateomerjr,  Hoore,  HoigoD,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Mortay,  Noble,  Parker,  Parmeoter,  Parri^ 
Farnter,  Fetrikin,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pratt,  Jdm  H. 
Preotisa,  Futoam,  Beily,  Rives,  ^effer,  ^ncer, 
Swearingwi,  Taylor,  Thomas,  T^tna,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Tomev,  Wagoner,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  Jared 
W.  WOUanu,  Wortidngtoa,  and  TeD— M. 

NATa.-~Heisrs.  Adams,  J<An  W.  Allen,  Ay^|gg, 
Bell,  Bond,  Wm.  B.  Oalhoon,  John  CalhooiL,  Wm. 
B.  Gampbdl,  Garter,  Gbambers;  Cheatham,  CMIda, 
ClaA,  Corwio,  Oabb,  CranstoD,  OroAett,  Curtis,  Dar- 
lington, Dnon,  Evans,  £wii^  Rice  Garland,  Goods, 
Wm.  Graham,  Graves,  OreoneU,  Halsted,  Herod, 
Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Kemwdy,  Samson  Maaoo,  McKen- 
nan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Calvary  Morris,  Hhftor,  C^e, 
Pe<^,  Pope,  Sergeant  S.  PrentisB,  Rariden,  Randtrii^ 
Beed,  Bidgway,  Bobertson,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Aa- 
goMjne  B.  Sbepperd,  SU>1^,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Jdm 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Chiist<^her  H.  WllUama, 
Wm,  and  Word— 07. 
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Sunday,  March  8. 
Ditagnement  betteeen  the  Bbusei  and  ^ruggU 

oner  the  Booh  Distribution  Appropriation. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  <tf 
Representatives,  stating  that  they  had  non-con- 
onn*ed  in  tiie  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  m^ng  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
year  1839 :  tJie  amendments  were,  first,  to 
strike  out  the  jprovision  that  the  printing  of 
the  Executive  Departments  should  be  done  by 
contract ;  and  the  second  was,  striking  ont  the 
provinon  for  distributingoopies  of  the  Doou- 
mentaiT  Blstorr  of  the- Dnited  Statea  to  the 
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members  of  the  Senate  and  HooBe  of  R«pro- 
■eatetiveB. 

Ur.  Wm«BT  morecl  that  the  Soiate  in^ 
'  andthatacmfoaioewillttheHoiiMbeaBked; 
vhi<^  waa  apeed  to. 

Kmnerona  bills  from  the  House  ware  acted 
on ;  after  which  the  Boiate  took  a  reoeas  until 
tto'olook.  ^ 

ETKNiNa  SxasioN. 

Mr.  Wrioht,  from  the  Committee  of  Oonfer- 
ence,  app(»nted  to  con^der  the  disagreement 
of  the  two  Bouses  on  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  general  appropriatitm  bill,  report- 
ed that  the  managers  appointed  to  eondnct  the 
oonferenoe  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
managers  on  the  put  of  the  Honse^  had  ^reed 
to  recommend  to  thdr  re^ectiTC  Honaes  to 
adopt  the  fdtowli^  oonrse :  4^at  the  Soiate 
shoold  recede  tram,  so  maoh  of  Its  amendment 
as  providea  for  the  manner  ot  ezeoaUng  the 
printing  for  the  Ezeoative  Departments,  with 
an  (unendment  providing  that  the  printing  shall 
be  executed  in  the  kUj  of  Washington ;  and 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  so  mnch  of  their 
amendment  as  relates  to  the  distribation  of  the 
Olarke  and  Force  papers  to  members  of  the 
Senate,  leaving  it  in  the  power  of  the  Hoose  to 
make  the  distribution  to  its  own  members, 
while  &DJ  saoh  distribation  to  members  <tf  the 
Senate  is  prohibited. 

Ur.  ^KTON  said  he  never  wotild  agree  to 
tiila  report,  and  he  demanded  the  ares  and  noes 
(moonoon^init  This^rstemmdistribntiDg 
books  had  grown  np  to  an  cuormons  abuse,  in- 
deed die  most  eoormoQS  abuse  in  onr  Govern- 
ment. He  woold  oppose  it  to  the  last;  and  if 
tbe  appr^riatton  bul  was  lost  in  conseqaenoe, 
and  the  Govemiaent  stopped,  whj  let  the  re- 
spon^bility  rest  on  those  who  wonld  incur  the 
risk  for  the  sake  of  seonring  to  themselves  three 
or  foor  hundred  doUan^  worth  of  books. 

Mr.  JTbioht  asked  that  the  qneetloQB  on  con- 
enrring  with  the  reoommendauons  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  be  taken  eepantxijt  whidi 
was  aooordinf^  ordered. 

Mr.  Talluadsb  inquired  whether  the  bill 
wonld  be  lost,  in  ease  n^er  of  the  two  Hoosea 
Toold  agree  to  recede  from  thegnxmd  token 
hy  diem. 

The  PBEsmsrr  answered,  that  that  qnes(i<m 
in»  not  before  the  Senate ;  bnt  it  was  obvions 
that  if  <me  Honse  should  insist  on  its  amend- 
ments, and  the  other  should  insist  on  its  disa- 
greement, and  no  compromise  be  effected,  the 
mil  would  be  lost. 

Mr.  Tallmadob  obs^ed  that  if  the  Honse 
of  Representatives  saw  fit  to  vote  for  a  distri- 
bution of  books  to  its  members,  he  would  be 
willing  to  let  them  take  the  responsilnlity,  and 
settle  the  matter  with  their  oonstitaents.  He 
would,  therefore,  vote  for  concurring  with  the 
recommend^ionB  of  ttte  Committee  ot  Oonfer- 
Moe. 

Mr.  NoBTXu.  add  tiiat  if  any  inrlnciple  was 
involved,  it  a^^ed  ai  well  to  the  dsmbotioa 
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to  the  membera  of  the  Honae  as  of  the  Sesate. 
He  shoold,  therefim^  vote  agidzu*  eosieurrin 

intiber^Mvt 

Mr.  VAuaatwaafSmr  conciining  vitih  cob- 
mittee.  If  that  was  not  done,  the  resnit  wodd 

be  that  the  whole  Wl  making  ^>]in)|iria;baBB 
for  the  dvil  and  diplomatio  ezpeoBes  of  tk» 
Oovemment,  would  be  lost.  The  GoTemmeot. 
thronghout  all  ite  departmaitB,  l^datave^  ez- 
eoutave,  and  judicial,  would  be  broo^  to  a 
dose ;  and  tut,  too,  at  a  period  of  ul  otbm 
the  most  unfortnnate.  Other  Senators 
think  it  would  be  lees  dangerous  to  lose  oa 
bill  than  to  suffisr  members  d  the  Hoose  is 
vote  themselves  a  few  book&  He  hoped  ik 
Senator  from  Michigan  woold  reoondaer  Im 
detemdnatiMi,  and  let  the  teport  the  <a» 
mittee  be  wmourred  in. 

Mr.  Behtom  thattiteoonaoqneneeaofik 
Senate  adhering  to  the  resolution  it  had  tAm 
on  &e  subject  of  the  dleAHbntitm  of  that 
books,  might  be  the  loss  of  the  bill  now  pil- 
ing ;  and  as  that  Wl  ofmtaised  tho  approira- 
Aoot  necessary  for  ke^nng  the  GorenuDcot  a 
action,  gentlemen  were  a  great  deal  alarmed  a 
the  danger  of  the  Oovemment's  bein^  sb^pei 
Then  on  whom  would  tiie  responsibOity  rest! 
It  will  rest  on  those  who  have  a  personal  iats- 
est  in  these  books ;  and  those  meanbera,  thse- 
fore,  who  are  to  receive  these  book^  ooght  not 
to  be  permitted  to  vote  on  this  qDe8i>0D,B 
which  they  are  personally  intweated. 

The  Fbbbidebt  here  stated  that  the  doea- 
rion  waa  not  in  order ;  that,  lij  the  JoiiitzriH. 
when  a  cnnmlttee  of  oonferanoe  was  aabad  fer 
by  <Nie  House^  and  assented  to  1^  the  oda 
the  report  <^  the  otmfereei^  together  with  s£ 
the  papers,  should  first  be  presented  to  tlw 
House  that  assented  to  the  ocmferenosL  Usdar 
this  role,  therefore,  the  lepoH  and  papers  wm 
sent  by  the  Secretary  to  the  House  of  Bqn- 
sentatives. 

A  message  was  reouved  from  the  Honse  cf 
Bepresentf&ves,  stating  that  the  Honse  hsd 
concurred  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  d 
Confwenoe  on  the  amendments  to  tho  Geoenl 
Appropriati<n  bill,  and  lesolTed  that  the  Isl 
do  pass  acondingly. 

The  question  was  then  taken  oa  eouminiag 
In  that  part  vi  the  recommendation  of  ths 
0(nnmittee  Orafbrenee  as  relates  to  flw  prist- 
ingof  the  Ezeoutive  Dquutmentiy  and  owried. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  ooneorring 
in  that  part  of  the  report  whiui  relates  to  tfaa 
distribnticm  of  the  Clarke  and  Force  does- 
meots — 

Hr.  BairroH  warmly  opposed  conoarring  in 
the  «^«ement.  He  <^jeoted  to  it  because  it 
made  a  distinction  between  the  two  Houses— 
allowing  a  distribntlfm  of  books  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  while  it  r^Vised  a  disbribo- 
tion  of  books  to  the  Senate.  He  objected  to 
it  because  a  ^stributaon  of  boc^  to  eitber 
Hoose  waa  wrong  in  priniaple.  Boane  genlie- 
mw  seoned  to  fur  tlwt  if  the  Senate  ionatcd 
ou  its  smendnMut,  the  appropriation  bill  woaU 
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be  loet,  and  the  wheels  of  Gorenuueat  stopped ; 
bat  oonld  they  suppose  there  was  any  member 
of  either  Honse  who  would  be  willing  to  break 
op  thia  GoTemment  tar  the  sake  of  tetadning 
his  alura  frf  then  booki^  whioh  was  not  wort£ 
more  than  three  hmtdred  and  thirty  dollars  at 
the  price  tbey  ooat  the  Gorenunent,  and  which, 
if  soU  to  Ifr.  Templeman,  or  any  other  book- 
aeller,  would  not  brins  half  or  quarter  of  that 
nun.  NoWf  he  waa  determined,  as  flur  as  it 
depended  on  Um,  to  pnt  it  to  the  test,  whether 
any  member  of  Congress  would  be  willing  to 
pnt  aa  aid  to  this  OoTemment  for  the  sake  of 
retting  his  three  hondred  and  thirty  dollars' 
worth  of  these  books. 

Hr.  B.  here  enhu^ed  on  the  growing  evils  of 
this  system  of  distnbating  books  to  members 
of  Congress ;  and,  in  iUoBtratioD,  allnded  to  the 
manner  in  wUeh  another  pnqporitlcML  to 
tribate  botAs  had  be«  nm  through  the  Senate 
last  nl^t  A  readntlon  was  oOwed  by  a  Sen- 
ate from  IfassaohnsettBL  Qb.  Vkbsteb,)  to  dis- 
tribote  among  the  members  two  T(dnmes  relat- 
ing to  tiie  laiul  laws.  He  had  girok  ftdl  notice 
Wilis oppoution  to tlds resolution,  and  hia  in- 
tention to  oppose  it  when  it  oame  np  for  om- 
rideration.  Yet,  in  the  oonree  of  a  fetigning 
session  (tf  eighteen  hours,  he  had  been  absent 
from  hia  seat  but  a  few  momenta,  and  in  those 
few  moments  this  distribution  was  gallcKMsd 
through.  It  was  presented  to  the  Senate  while 
he  (Mr.  B.)  was  in  hia  seat ;  ol^eeted  to  by 
him;  then  withdrawn;  taken  up  in  his  ab- 
senee,  and  hastily  run  thnmrii.  Ihis  book- 
making  eonoem  was  <me  of  the  most  crying 
aboaes  in  onr  system.  Tliere  was  no  aid  to  it 
— it  ran  round  in  a  continued  drde.  In  the 
first  place,  a  soffioient  number  of  booka  are-or- 
dered to  Bu;^y  the  members  of  a  Congress.  At 
the  ensuing  semon,  the  new  members  are  to 
be  supplied ;  and  this  is  eaaly  done,  and  in  the 
following  manner :  some  of  the  members  who 
had  alrMdy  received  copies,  may  sell  them  to 
Hr.  Templeman,  and  he  sells  them  at  a  small 
advance  to  the  publishers,  and  they  are  fomiah- 
ed  to  the  new  members  at  Government  prioe 
as  new  books,  who,  in  their  turn,  sell  them  to 
Kr.  Temileman,  and  the  process  goes  on  ad 
i^^nitum^  so  that  the  original  fifteen  hundred 
ooples  may  supply  fifteen  thousand  membera, 
the  GoTcmme^  at  ereiT  rerotuHon  of  the 
drole,  paying  the  fall  pnoa.  He  hoped  the 
Senate  would  in^  <m  its  amendment,  and  let 
tiie  peo^  of  the  eountry  see  what  members 
of  Oongreas  were  willing  to  break  up  Uie 
GoTemment  to  hold  on  to  the  hodk»  thcQr  had 
voted  to  themselves. 

Hr.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  never 
voted  for  a  purchase  or  distribntion  of  books  in 
his  life.  He  was  opposed  to  the  whole  matter, 
and  thought  it  a  most  soious  abuse.  He  would 
not,  however,  incur  the  hazard  of  such  a  serious 
embarrassment  as  would  result  to  the  Oovem- 
ment  from  the  loss  of  the  ^>propriation  bill. 
He  would,  therefore  vote  ibr  wraeing  to  the 
r^ort  cf  the  OMBBttttee  of  OonfewMS^  and  let 


tiie  members  of  the  House  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  voting  books  for  themselves. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreting 
with  the  report  ot  the  Committee  of  OonfiBr- 
eftcA,  and  deetded  in  tlie  affinnative,  aa  fol- 
lom: 

Tub.— MflonL  Bnehaaan,  CUboim,  Cliy  of  Ala* 
buQa,  CnthberC,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbsrd,  King,  linn, 
Xen^jk,  Nidtolss,  NorveU,  Reree,  Bosne,  Sevia, 
Onith  of  Indisns,  Sonthsid,  Swift,  Tklhudgs,  Walk- 
er, Webster,  WUUuns  of  Msina,  WUUsnM  of  His- 
n^qd,  sud  Toung — 24. 

Kats.— ICessrs.  Allen,  Benfam,  Dsvia,  Niles,  Bob* 
inson,  Smith  of  Conoecticut,  and  White— 7. 

The  Hon.  "William  B.  Kma  having  tempo* 
rarily  retired  ftom  tibe  chaii^ 

Mr.  Talucadqi  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Reaolved^  Thsfr  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  pre- 
sented to  the  H(w.  WiixuH  B.  Kmo,  ior  Us  able, 
impuiU],  and  dignified  conduct  as  praddDg  oSear 
of  tills  body. 

Hr.  Davis  heartily  concurred  in  the  resolu- 
tion, and  hoped  that  it  would  meet  with  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Hr.  SoDTHAKD  hoped  the  word  '*  unanimout " 
would  be  inserted  in  the  resolution. 

Several  members  were  heard  at  the  same 
time  expesring  the  same  wish. 

lix,  Taluuldsi  modified  his  resolution  by 
inserting  the  wwd  nnanlnmna,  and  tiie  resdn- 
^kfo.  was  thai  onanimously  adopted. 

NoUe*  Ajjwtriimsafc 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Wbioht, 

Ordertdy  That  the  Becrrtary  inform  the  House  of 
RepresenUUiTCB  that,  having  completed  the  legisla- 
tive boaiuesB  before  than,  the  Senate  was  ready  to 
adjourn. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepresent^ves  by  Hr.  Gablaht},  their  Clerk, 
stating  that  they  hisd  parsed  a  joint  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Joint  committee,  to 
wait  on  the  Prerident  (tf  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
had  completed  the  business-  before  them,  and 
were  ready  to  adjourn,  if  he  had  no  farther 
oommnnioatamw  to  make. 

On  motion  by  Hr.  Hubsabd,  the  rescdutian 
was  OQOioarred  in,  and  Hr.  HnrnuD  and  Hr. 
FuLTon  were  appointed  on  the  pari  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Book  IHitribution. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  stating  that  they  had  passed 
the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  distt> 
botion,  in  part,  of  the  Hadison  papers. 

Hr.  Bbntoh  asked,  what  resolution?  He 
had  been  in  his  seat,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  minutes,  the  whole  day  and  toe  whole 
night,  and  he  had  not  the  least  recollection  ftf 
aiur  resolution  of  the  kind  having  passed,  and 
thu  waa  the  fiiat  intimaliaii  he  hu  that  a^y 
SQoh  res(dati«Hi  was  befbre  the  Benatek 
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Mr,  Aluk  also  udd  tbtit  lie  had  no  knovl- 
edge  of  anr  Biioh  nsoladon  haring  passed,  and 
be IwUeTed  he  iras  in  the  dumber  at  the  time 
of  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wnjjjjfs,  of  MbnarippI,  stated  that  Iw 
WB8  in  the  chair  when  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  was  called  for  bj  the  Senator  f^om 
Hew  Tork,  (Mr.  TAixHAixtt.)  The  resohitipn 
was  taken  vp,  oonridwed,  and  adopted,  with 
aSl  the  forms  that  are  nsaal  on  the  passage  of  a 
resolntion.  He  wished  to  know  if  the  Senator 
from  Missonri  intended  to  Impute  any  incorrect- 
ness of  conduct  to  the  Osus  in  the  proceecUngs 
on  the  resolntion. 

Mr.  Bekton.  'Sob  at  all:  not  at  all.  He 
was  out  of  his  seat  at  the  time,  and  knew  noth- 
isia  of  what  was  done,  or  how  it  was  done ;  he 
onlj  knew  it  was  quickly  done.  He  was  out 
of  his  seat  hot  a  few  minutes ;  was  invited  out 
cf  it  into  a  near  room ;  waj,  in  fact,  invited  out 
tsraral  times  before  he  went;  and  was  out 
hot  a  few  minutes.  He  knew  noUilng  pf  what 
was  done  until  since  he  came  back.  He  cer- 
t^nly  imputed  no  blame  to  the  Senator  from 
Misfflssippi :  neither  thought  it  nor  imputed  it. 

Hr.  Wbiqht  B^d  he  had  looked  at  the  reso- 
lutioD,  and  found  that  it  contained  the  certifi- 
cate of  tiie  Secretary,  that  it  had  passed.  With- 
out making  any  complaint  as  to  the  irregnlori- 

with  which  that  rosolution  passed,  he  would 
only  say  that  if  their  Secretary,  or  the  Secre- 
tary of  any  other  body  ^striboted  books  under 
a  resolntion  thus  passe^  he  would,  so  &r  as  he 
(Mr.  W.)  was  concerned,  do  it  upon  hia  respon- 
aibUity. 

Mr.  Taixmaooe  sdd,  that  as  to  the  responsi- 
bOity  atteo^ng  this  resolution,  he  avowed  him- 
self wilHng  to  meet  it  there  or  before  the 
country.  He  had  called  op  the  reecdntion,  and 
it  had  been  acted  on  at  his  instance.  He  ac- 
knowledged that  advantage  had  been  taken  of 
time  and  droumstanoea,  but  the  same  advan- 
tage had  been  taken  of  him  and  others  in 
Tarious  instances.  He  did  not  pretend  to  be 
much  of  a  JacksoD  man,  but  he  was  perfectly 
wilUng,  as  regarded  his  partioipatioa  in  this 
matter,  to  meet  the  respcHisiUUty. 

Mr.  Htibbabd,  from  the  Jdnt  oommittee  ap- 
s(dnted  to  wait  on  the  Prendent  of  tiie  United 
States,  and  infiHvi  him  that  tlie  two  Houses  of 
OoDgress^  ha^iu;-  finished  the  business  before 
them,  were  ready  to  a^onm,  provided  he  had 
no  fiirther  communications  to  make,  reported 
that  they  had  performed  the  dut^  afeigned 
them,  and  had  received  for  answer  that  the 
President  had  no  further  oommunicalions  to 
make  to  Ooiujrees,  and  requested  them  to  wish 
to  each  member  oif  the  Senate  a  safe  return  to 
his  femUy  and  his  lunnis. 

Vi.  WuaBT  mo^  that  the  Senate  now 
acUonni. 

Mr.  Talucaiwi  hoped  that  the  Smate  wonld 
not  a^onm  until  they  had  oonsummated  the 
business  before  them :  and  they  would  disre- 
gard this  Message,  whuh  had  been  sprung  upon 
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them — and  sprmig  upon  them  in  an  irregalsr 
manner,  daring  the  dbeasri<m  ot  a  penmag 
qnestion— and  complete  the  bnrineaa  befera 
tnem. 

The  question  on  a^Joomment  was  taken  and 

deeidea  in  the  nentive. 

Mr.  Bramnr  sidd  tiiis  rescJutian  'eooM  not 
pass.  Itwasinthepowerof  aaycmemAiberto 
stop  it,  and  he  should  nse  every  effinrt  to  do  soi 
It  was  tiben  after  midnight — ^it  was  two  o'clock 
— there  is  not  a  quorom  o!  the  Senate  preioL 
Messages  of  adjournment  have  passed  betwea 
the  two  Houses  and  with  the  President,  isd 
no  act,  save  the  adjournment,  can  be  done  ei< 
cept  by  unanimous  consent,  which  bides  aai 
covers  up  irregularities.  The  resolution  bad 
better  be  dropped ;  it  cannot  be  passed ;  it  inll 
not  be  passed.  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  now  after 
two  o'clook-^alf-past  two  o*ctIoek,  and  be 
moved  that  the  Senate  do  now  a^^onrn,  tai 
that  the  hour  be  entered  on  the  jonniaL  It 
was  now  half^ast  two  o'clock  on  the  4:th  &r 
of  March,  and  the  constitutional  exSstenee 
the  S<»iate  was  at  an  end.  This  was  liM  fKt, 
and  he  wanted  it  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  Taiuiadoe  inquired  if  the  motion  to  ec- 
ter  the  hour  on  the  journal  was  in  order. 

Tlie  Pbbsidbnt  said  that  by  the  rules,  a&r 
member  who  moved  an  a^oumment  had  tiiii 
right  to  have  the  hour  at  which  anuit  motko 
was  made  entered  on  the  jooma]. 

The  entrj-  was  aocording^  made  <m  tiie  jaar- 
nal. 

The  pBxsmiHT  s^d  that  befim  takiiv  tte 
question  on  a^oumment,  he  would  ask  the  i&- 
dnJgence  of  the  Senate  to  make  a  few  retnarti 
He  regretted  exceedingly  that  he  bad  left  Ins 
situation  iu  the  chair  for  a  moment,  as  it  liad 
led  most  probably  to  unpleasant  feelings.  He 
bad  hoped  that  at  this  hour,  when  thej  were 
about  to  separate,  nothins  would  hare  occurred 
to  mar  the  harmony  of  the  body,  or  interropt 
the  feelings  of  personal  kindness  bo  ^propriste 
to  the  occasion.  He  bad  endeavcved,  while 
presiding  over  their  deliberatioiu,  to  which  be 
had  been  called  by  the  kindness  of  tJhe  Soiate, 
to  difloharge  his  duties  to  die  eztait  of  his 
ability— feithftdly  he  believed,  ham^j  be 
knew  he  had ;  and  he  remtted,  deep^  regnt- 
ted,  that  any  thing  EdionldliaTeooeaiTeddarii^ 
his  temporary  absence  from  the  diwr/to  in- 
duce unpleasant  feelings,  and  preveut  a  nuino* 
nious  aqioumment. 

Mr.  fnarroir  sud  that  every  word  spoksB 
by  the  I^asiOEin',  (Mr.  Kttro,)  went  into  his 
heart,  and  found  a  resting-place  there.  like 
him,  he  wished  a  harmonious  adjonniment; 
like  him,  he  wished  all  to  separate  with  fedings 
of  personal  kindness ;  and  for  that  very  par- 
pose,  he  had  moved  the  adjournment.  It  wm 
the  quiet  and  easy  way  to  get  rid  <tf  an  uur 
pleasant  subject;  to  avoid  a  atrog^  whiA 
will  lead  to  no  results ;  for  the  resdntion  eooM 
not  become  a  law^  He  wished  to  drop  it  as  it 
was ;  and  &en  there  would  be  nothing  to  mar 
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the  kind  fMUngs  vhidi  raenUed,  and  which 
all  would  wiih,  with  the  Piwbimmi;  to  see  pre- 
serred. 

The  question  wu  then  taken  on  the  a^oora- 
mant,  and  decided  in  the  negatiTe^  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tus. — Mmbh.  Allen,  Benton,  Bndiaiun,  Hub- 
bard, ElDft  end  UniUems  of  MiiriBnppi— 6. 

Vm.—MMm.  Foster,  Fulton,  Lvon,  Keniok, 
IHeholM,  Korv«U,  Boiae,  SoaOiaid,  ndhnadge,  Walk- 
er, Wall,  lad  While— la. 

Mr.  Bbotov  said  it  was  now  entered  on  the 
journal  that  it  was  half-past  two  o^olook  in  the 
moTQiDg,  and  no  qaormn,  only  eighteen  mem- 
bers present,  and  he  now  made  a  motaon,  which 
was  addressed  to  the  Fswncn  hinudfl  In 
doing  80,  he  wotild  cite  the  oample  of  Ur. 
ICoomi,  whom  th^  all  kn«w,  and  than  wh<Hu 
no  man  vas  more  scnipnlona.  ICr.  Maoon  held 
that  at  twelve  o'dock  at  ni|^t  <hi  the  8d  of 
Haroh  of  the  short  session,  ms  powers,  as  a 
Senator  ceased,  and  if  the  Senate  was  not 
wilUng  to  a4jonm  at  that  time,  he  went  away. 
Kow,  Hr.  President,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  I  believe 
that  at  this  hoar,  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  4th  of  March,  jon  have  no  aa- 
thoritj  nere,  and  I  have  no  rij^t  to  address 
yoa.  I  therefore  mean  to  make  the  qnestion 
with  jon,  whether,  at  this  hoar,  yoa  have 
power  to  act.  The  Ciuis  has  ^ven  notice  that 
he  is  going  to  sign  the  resdotion,  and  I  object 
to  it.  It  u  tiie  &k  of  March,  ana  no  qoomm. 

The  PftniDiHT  aaid  it  was  a  very  ocnmnoa 
thing  at  the  dose  of  the  OmgreBi  to  rit  and  do 
boainesB  after  midnight  on  the  8d  of  March. 

Mr.  Bbhton  said  he  knew  it  was,  but  in  sach 
eases  the  fact  was  kept  oat  of  the  joomal ;  all 
upeared  there  to  have  been  done  on  the  8d  of 
March.  The  jonrnal  went  on  headed  the  8d, 
and  the  approvals  of  the  President  bore  date 
the  8d.  Bat  now  this  is  not  the  case.  The 
time  is  marked  on  the  Jonmal ;  it  is  marked 
the  morning  of  the  4th,  and  the  whole  prooeed- 
iuffwill  be  mvalid  on  its  face. 

The  PasemaKT  was  of  opinion  tiiat  he  ooold 
not  sign  the  resolntion  when  a  qn(»am  of  the 
Senate  wju  not  present,  aai  so  staied  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Bkkton  uH,  ai  thoe  was  no  qaomm 
pzeeent,  he  hoped  the  Senate  woald  adjoom. 

Several  members  said  they  hoped  not ;  that 
a  qnorom  would  be  socHi  present,  and  sua  that 
the  Ohaib  oonld  despatch  the  Set^eant-at-arms 
after  the  absentees. 

Mr.  Bbhtoh  B^d  they  had  no  right  to  send 
the  Sergeant-at-arms  after  members ;  that  all 
power  over  Senators  was  at  an  end. 

The  qoestion  Was  then  taken  on  adjoam- 
ment,  and  decided  in  the  n^^ve. 

Mr.  Mkbbiok  then  made  a  few  rema^  inre- 
latiim  to  the  pasBige  of  the  resolntion.  He 
said  he  waa  hi  Ida  seat  In  the  SouUe,  bat  knew 
not  <tf  the  passige  of  this  rewdntiiHi.  Jn  fiut, 
ho  did  not  JuiDw  that  the  naolntiott  bf^  been 
presented  fca- the  oonsidaratioa  of  the  Senate^ 


until  he  was  Informed  that  it  had  passed.  He 
was  in  &Tor  of  the  oUeot  of  Uie  resolution,  and 
would  have  voted  for  it  tf  he  had  been  aware  of 
its  havhu  been  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WiLOB  sud,  in  regard  to  the  resolnUcsi, 
he  had  nnderstood  each  a  (me  was  to  be  offer- 
ed, and  not  having  been  offered,  he  had  con- 
clxkibd.  that  it  had  beoi  abandoned.  The  first 
aotoal  knowledge  he  had  of  the  resolotion  being- 
before  the  Senate,  was  hearing  its  title  pro- 
noun oed  by  the  voice  of  his  colleag^c^  (Mr, 
Williams.)  I  did  not  know  what  it  meant. 
He  read  the  resolution.  I  beard  him  distinctly 
pot  the  question;  and  the  various  qneeUons 
that  are  nsnally  put  on  the  passage  of^  a  reso- 
lution, were  put  as  fully,  and  as  clearly,  as  they 
gfflierally  are,  and  the  question  was  carried  as 
Mirly,  and  the  Senate  waa  as  iUl,  as  it  waa 
when  a  majority  of  the  aoti  passed  by  that 
body  were  oarried. 

lu*.  Bom  aaid  Qiat  he  knew  no  mm  of  the 
passage  d  that  readutlon  than  the  ddld  nn- 
bom.  He  most  have  been  in  the  dumber  at 
the  time,  but  he  had  never  heard  it  called  np, 
nor  aay  question  taken  on  it  With  respect, 
however,  to  these  Madison  papers,  he  looked  on 
them  in  a  very  different  light  fh>m  the  trash 
that  was  so  often  published  by  Oongresa.  He 
had  received  this  very  evening,  from  a  disUn- 
^iahed  ^tleman  in  Virginia,  a  letter  asking 
mformation  abont  them.  It  waa  a  letter 
aboun^g  with  good  sense,  and  placing  a 

I) roper  estimation  on  these  papers.  With  this 
etter  in  his  hand,  he  went  round  to  the  seat 
of  his  firiend  fivm  Mlssoori,  and  endeavwed  to 
soflen  bis  rigid  reaolntion  with  regard  to  the 
dUtribntion  of  bocAs,  so  as  to  make  the  Madi- 
son papm  an  raoeption.  He  endeavored  to 
put  mese  papers  in  contrast  with  the  trash  that 
was  put  abroad  under  the  sanction  of  Oongresa, 
whicn  may,  perhaps,  form  the  materials  for  a 
spurious  hmory  of  the  country.  He  repreeent- 
mI  that  these  Madison  papers  had  already  been 
published,  and  that  there  would  be  an  absurd- 
ity, after  paying  far  them,  to  put  them  away  in 
the  gaire^  with  the  trash  that  has  lumbered 
there  among  the  cobwebs  of  time.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  stated  the  terms  on  which  he 
would  agree  to  the  dirtribution  of  thia  partioa- 
lar  work,  and  that  was,  to  make  a  general  dis- 
tribution throQghont  the  Union  and  into  every 
State ;  and  he  desired  me  to  so  to  ttie  Secre- 
tary's table,  and  get  the  Clerk  to  make  out  a 
list  of  the  general  distribution  of  documents, 
and  then  he  would  support  iL  Mr.  B.  then 
descanted  at  length  on  the  great  valoe  of  the 
Madison  pflf>ers ;  the  importance  that  the  in- 
formation  oootMiied  in  them  should  be  disswni- 
nated  as  widely  as  posrible,  and  the  absurdity 
of  locking  them  np  from  the  public  view,  after 
having  p^d  for  printing  them.  He  did  not 
consider  the  works  of  ^unet  lUdiacn  oi  tiie 
same  nature  witii  tlkoee  paUioationa  witii  irtikih 
it  bad  been  the  cnstan  ot  the  two  Hooaea  to 
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nd  be  hoped  that  the  ramlotioii  of  the  Seutto 
from  Iweouii,  with  regard  to  distiibntdng 
bo^i,  would  Dot,  like  the  ri^d  laws  of  the 
Uedes  and  PersiaDs,  be  apphed  to  them. 

Mr.  BsNTON  said  the  refereooe  oi  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Boans)  to  him  was  correct ; 
he  had  refused  to  agree  to  a  distribution  of  the 
l^dison  papers  to  the  members  of  Congress, 
bnt  was  wuling  to  a  general  distribntioQ,  ac- 
cording to  the  general  distribation  of  dooa- 
ments ;  and  desired  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
to  get  that  list  from  one  of  the  cierka,  and 
tither  to  omit  the  members  of  Congress,  or 
require  them  to  pay  the  cost.  This  ^oeral  dis- 
tribation Toold  oarrr  the  work  into  erery 
State  "■tti  S«utte  and  Honse  of  B^nmoiMiTfls 
— tte  SxecntiTe  <^o»— it«  colleges  and  miiver> 
ri1ie»-4o  an  tiie  Execntive  offices  of  the  Gen- 
01^  Qorerament — to  the  library  of  Oongress 
— to  iho  offices  of  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Seoato 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  BepresentatJres,  and 
many  otiiers.  It  woold  distribute  eleven  or 
twelve  hondi-ed  copies,  and  place  them  in  every 
part  of  the  Union,  and  in  the  best  hands  for 
preearvatioQ  and  for  nse.  Gentlemen  were  de- 
Sating  as  if  the  only  alternatives  were  between 
an  ezclosive  and  gratoitons  distribntion  of 
these  papers  to  menibers  of  Congress,  or  a  con- 
■ignrnMit  of  them  to  the  worms  in  the  garret, 
aai  an  arerlaatinir  loss  of  than  to  mmkind. 
TUa  waa  rather  inld.  The  distrlbnticm  which 
bo  {woposed  would  have  saved  them  frmn  the 
wwma,  wonld  have  given  them  to  the  whole 
Union,  and  to  all  mankind;  tt  woold  have 
eortsUed  nobody  bnt  members  of  Congress. 

The  Pbssidbnt  said  that  on  further  consider- 
ation, and  consulting  the  rules,  he  was  of  opin- 
ion, that  it  did  not  require  a  qnorom  to  be 
present  to  anthorize  the  signing  of  a  bill  or 
xesolntion.  It  was  not  properly  an  act  of  legis- 
lation, bnt  merely  a  ^gning  to  be  done  by  the 
Cunt  to  authenticate  the  act  Holding  this 
t^nton,  he  wonld  now  proceed  to  sign  the 
jMut  TMolatton. 

Mr.  BxxTOX  said  the  signing  could  onlv  be 
done  in  the  presence  <tf  the  Boiate,  and  there 
waa  no  SeiLste  when  there  was  no  quorum. 
Every  dgnbg  was  a  public  act  The  presidii^ 
officer  gave  andible  notice  of  It;  the  Senate 
ceased  to  act ;  no  Senator  ooukt  apeak;  notiiing 
oonld  be  done  while  the  Phxsidbnt  waa  signing. 
Mr.  B.  was  dearly  of  opinion  that  aots  oonld 
only  be  signed  when  the  Senate  was  formed 
and  a  quorum  present 

The  Chaib  then  signed  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Allen  sud  that  the  resolution  could 
not  now  go  to  the  President  for  his  engnatnre. 
There  is  no  committee  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
aentatives  which  is  neoeesary  to  form  the  joint 
oomndttee,  to  Join  the  ccanmittee  m  the  part 
of  tiie  Sttiate  to  carry  it  The  House  <tfBepre- 
aantativea  baa  adjourned  and  dispersed,  and  the 
two  members  who  composed  part  of  the  Joint 
Committee  to  take  bills  to  the  Prendent,  bad 
ceased  to  exist  as  members  of  Congress ;  the 
bo^to  whiflh  Huj  beiniged  had  ceased  to 


exist  The  resolution  oonld  not  be  oarried: 

there  is  no  antiumty  existing  whicAi  ooold  cany 

it 

Mr.  FoBTBS  sud  that  he  would  carry  it.  B« 
waa  a  member  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  of  the 
Joint  Committee,  and  he  had  once  cazried  a 
bill  to  the  Prendent  alone,  bnt  he  bad  asoar- 
tained  that  he  had  made  a  mistake. 

[Mr.  FosTBB  and  Mr.  Mkxbiok,  the  comnnt- 
tee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  then  left  the 
chamber  wiu  the  joint  resolution.] 

Mr.  Bkhtton  sua  the  impediments  were  not 
yet  Burmonnted,  there  was  a  little  difBcnlty  » 
be  encountered,  when  the  committee  gui  badt 
He  had  the  rales  in  his  band,  and  wmild  nsi 
them  at  the  proper  time.  It  la  now  4  o^deck 
on  the  morning  m  Monday,  the  4th  of  Marcfa ; 
the  House  ot  Bei»«eentativ«s  adjoomed  and 
gone,  and  no  quorum  here.  There  are  olisUcka 
ahead. 

Mr.  "Wmra  said  he  wonld  state  what  ke 
knew  Teroecting  the  passage  of  this  resolntioa. 
He  had  fast  come  into  uie  Senate  ebambv, 
when  heneard  the  Senator  occupying  the chw 
(Mr.  WnxiAHs)  ask  if  a  reeolntion  should  bt 
taken  up.  If  he  gave  it  any  parttoolar  deagsa- 
tion,  it  escaped  my  ear.  The  presadin^p  officer 
put  the  question,  and  it  was  passed,  aevnl 
voices  voting  in  the  affirmative.  Kot  knovng 
what  it  was,  or  what  it  oontaiiied,  I  naked  kt 
the  reading  of  it  and  it  was  banded  to  ma  M 
there  was  no  disousricm  on.  the  aatjae^  no  A- 
vidcHL  Sited,  udA  none  taken,  and  otmseqaen^ 
deemfaig  tite  question  an  nnimpc»t«ttt  <Hie,  be 
voted  neither  aye  nor  noe.  He  himself  wm 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  distritniting  boob 
among  the  members  of  Congress ;  bat  Done 
those  whose  lead  be  was  accustomed  to  fbflmr 
on  this  subject  opposing  this  reec^ntkm,  and  on 
looking  around  and  observing  that  the  Senstar 
from  Missouri  (Mr.  Bxntoh)  was  not  in  his 
seat,  he  thought  it  was  an  unimportant  matter, 
and  did  not  e^»ect  to  bear  any  thing  nan 
about  it 

[The  committee  who  waited  on  the  Pb»- 
i»BT  for  his  mgnatnre  to  the  Mat  reaolntian, 
having>arrived in  the  Senate chambw,] 

Mr.  Batmarroae  toapoint<tf  <ndw— tobave 
things  done  in  order.  One  of  the  most  scdenm 
acts  of  the  two  Houses  is  that  of  sending  IhUs 
to  the  President  to  be  signed :  it  has  to  be  done 
in  a  prescribed  form,  and  reported  and  reowded 
in  a  prescribed  form.  Upon  this  depoids  sH 
the  questions  connected  with  the  t<ai  days^ 
constitutional  right  of  the  Preddent  to  retain 
a  bill — ^his  colpability  if  he  does  not  retan  it 
—the  prevention  <tf  the  return  by  the  a^oesn- 
ment  of  Congress— fhe  efficacy  of  the  141]  as  a 
law,  if  not  returned  in  time,  unless  prevented  by 
an  a^ournment  All  tbla  makes  the  preaaota- 
tion  of  the  bill  to  the  Frerident  one  of  the  moat 
formal  and  serious  acts  nt  legislatioD;  and 
therefore  the  roles  had  oarefUfy  provided  1» 
make  tiie  presentation  a  matter  «  record  ia 
each  House  of  Congress — a  reowd,  the  veritf 
of  which  ooold  not  be  impeached,  and  whioh 
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would  reqnire  no  extensive  evidmoe  to  sapport 
it  A  Mtatidinff  committee  was  to  carry  it : 
that  committee  was  to  be  Joint :  it  was  to  be 
oompoHd  d  two  mambera  ftwn  etoh  Hoose ; 
and  tbaae  two  members  of  each  Honae  were  to 
make  report  to  th^  Hooaea  respectivelx  that 
the  bill  had  been  preseated^  oarefoUj  stating 
the  day  on  which  it  waa  preaented ;  and  tiien 
thia  r^rt  waa  to  be  entered  on  the  Jonmala 
of  each  Honse. 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  tbe  rolea,  to  ahow  that  be 
8tiri»d  them  oorreodj.] 

He  said  these  roles  ooold  not  hare  been  oom- 
plied  with  in  this  case.  The  Joint  standinff 
committee  was  dissolved  by  the  diasolotion  of 
tbe  House  of  Bepresentativea.  Tbe  half  oora- 
mittee  of  tbe  Senate  was  a  nonenity  without 
the  other  half  from  tbe  Hooae  of  Bepresenta- 
tlTea.  Ko  record  ooold  be  made  in  the  Hooae 
of  Bepreeentativea,  which  had  been  adjourned 
for  two  boor%  and  no  asoh  record  can  be  made 
berei,  as  the  mea  ImperattTelj  require^  I  call 
tbe  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to 
the  roles  in  ttie  entry  which  be  is  to  make. 
The  Senators  will  report  what  they  have  done; 
and  Uiat  ia,  they  went  without  the  committee 
of  the  House  to  the  Preodent,  and  went  on  the 
4th  of  March ;  and  there  ends  the  work  for 
which  we  Iiave  been  kept  here  so  many  hours. 
It  drops  now,  as  I  propoaed  it  ahoiud  drc^ 
three  boors  a^. 

Mr.  Mkbbiok  reported  that  within  the  last 
hoar  the  committee  bad  placed  in  the  hauda  of 
tike  Preaidwit  a  joint  reaolntion  for  .the  distri- 
btttion,  in  part,  of  the  Madison  papers. 

Ht.  TALuuMa  moTed  thai  the  Senate  adr 
Joum  CMM  die. 

Mr.  BxHTOK  asked  if  a  minority  of  the  Senate 
could  adjoom  tine  die.  He  tbon^t  they  ooold 
only  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  until  a  quorum 
was  present. 

The  Pbehident  decided  that  the  Senate 
ooold  a^onm  tme  die,  and 

Tbe  Smate  a^joomed  «tn«  ^  at  20  minutes 
paat  4  o^olook,  a.  x. 


BOIW  or  BEPBXSEirrATtVBS. 

SoNDAT,  Mar^  8. 

Boot  Purehau — Doeimentary  JSUtorjf — J)iMa- 
greement  qf  the  two  Soviet. 

The  other  amendment,  upon  which  tbe  Sen- 
ate hadf  in  part,  iunsted,  in  relation  to  the 
Documentary  History,  waa  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Pktbieih'  moved  that  the  Hoose  insist. 

Mr.  TocoET  moved  that  the  Honse  recede 
from  ita  disagreement 

Mr.  Athbbxoh  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  they  were  not  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Touokt's 
motion  was  ngeoted — i^ee  66,  noea  not 
counted. 

The  motion  to  Inaist  waa  tlun  agreed  to, 
Tithont  a  ffiviritm. 

At  a  snbaeqneot  sti^  the  blU  waa  retomed 
from  tJw  Senate^  aoeompanled  by  a  meaiage 
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stating  that  they  still  huisted,  and  asked  a 
committee  of  ccmference,  having  appointed  a 
committee  of  three  on  their  part 

Mr.  OAKanunra  moved  to  eononr  in  the 
reaolntion  for  a  conference,  which  was  agreed 
to,  and,  on  his  motion,  a  committee  of  three 
waa  appointed  on  the  part  of  tlie  Houae,  eon- 
dating  oi  Mr.  BoHD  (tf  Oliio,  Mr.  Atbutok  of 
New  HampaUre^  and  Mr.  Lorarav  <rf  Mmar 
obnaetta. 

About  aeven  o'clock  at  night,  Mr.  B<nD 
made  a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Ooufer- 
eQO&  whlob  recommended  the  Senate,  in  part,  to 
recede,  and  in  part  to  insist,  upon  tiimr  amwd- 
ment,  with  tbe  addition  that  the  prinfing  shall 
be  executed  in  the  oi^  of  Wawhigtcm ;  and 
recommended  that  the  Semate  recede  from  part 
of  thMT  amendment  striking  out  the  wipropii- 
ation  foe  the  Docmnentary  History,  bnt  onlj 
so  fiv  aa  tiie  Hoose  was  oonoemed,  the  Senate 
abstaining  from  taking  the  books. 

The  r^KHt  waa  conouiTed  in  withont  a  dt- 
vition ;  but,  at  a  aubaequent  stage,  At  tbe  la- 
stance  of  Mr.  Bm, 

Mr.  Bond  moveid  a  reoonnderation  ci  the 
vote  by  which  the  last  matter  waa  agreed  to; 
and,  after  a  deBaItoi7  diaooaiion  by  Meaars. 
Bond,  Lmroour,  and  Bau;, 

VnuAHB,  of  Kentucky,  said  that,  rather 
than  peril  a  bill  upon  which  the  temporary 
existence  of  the  Government  depended,  upon  a 
mere  point  of  etiquette,  be  sbomd  demand  the 
previooB  question;  and  it  was  seconded,  car- 
ried, and  the  main  question  ordered  and  pot, 
whfioi  the  Bmab  reniaed  to  reoonuder^-ajea 
64,  naya84. 

On  moti<Hi  of  iti.  OAMKBXUHa,  the  Honia 
went  into  Oonmiittee  on  the  Union,  Mr.  Bnum 
intiheohair. 

Maditon  Paper*. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  reaolutirai  of  the 
Senate  to  suspend  the  16th  and  17th  Joint  rales 
of  the  House,  so  as  to  pasa  a  Jcnnt  reatdntion  to 
provide  fi>r  the  dlstnbntion,  In  par^  of  the 
MadLion  p^Mrs. 

Tbe  Jomt  resolution  was  soon  after  reoeiTe^ 
and.  having  been  read  twice, 

Mr.  WiBB  briefly  anpported  it 

Mr.  PaTBDmr  was  not  oi^oeed  to  the  reaoltt* 
tion,  but  he  would  take  tut  oooaBion  to  to* 
mark  that  the  oharge  btoi^t  by  Mr.  Bka 
against  the  Senate  waa  now  proven  to  be  an* 
founded. 

The  resolution  was  then  pot  (hi  its  third 
reading,  and  the  question  being  on  its  pea* 
sage— 

Mr.  Dbouooou  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayi ; 
bat  they  were  reftiaed,  and  the  resolution  waa 
pasaed  witboot  a  divinon. 

Mr.  OusHXAir,  from  the  Joint  Committee 
pointed  to  wait  on  the  Pnddent  of  the 
United  States,  and  inlcwm  him  that,  unless  he 
had  farther  oommnnicationa  to  make,  both 


mt  nil  iiir 


Digitized  by  Google 


778  ABBIDGHENT  07  THB  DBBATBB  OV  GONaBESa 

ICuoH,  1888.  j  Ajjommimt.  [S6ih 


HotiMS  were  ready  to  close  the  preseDt  sesaion, 
reported  that  they  had  pwformed  that  duty, 
and  were  informed  by  the  Preadent  that  he 
had  no  farther  ocanmaiiioatioiL  bat  be  wiahed 
tibe  members  all  a  lafe  and  asppj  retom  to 
their  homea. 

A  motion  wag  made  by  Hr.  Ooshob  that  the 
Hoiue  a^onm  without  daj,  when 
■  The  Bpbaexb  roee,  and  addrowod  the  Hooee 
an  follows: 

fftnlkmm  of  tht  Benm  vf  SugpmnUatwet: 

bi  Uldng  leave  of  tUs  bo^,  In  all  i»obaUlity  fbr- 
ever,  emouons  are  excited  wfakh  no  laapuge  can 
■deqoatoly  convey.  When  I  look  back  to  ttie  period 
when  I  flnt  took  my  seat  in  this  Hoose,  and  then 
look  arc  nod  me  for  those  -who  were  at  that  time  my 
associatee  here,  I  find  bat  few,  Tery  few,  remaining. 
But  fire  members  who  were  here  with  me  fourteen 
years  ago,  continue  to  be  members  of  this  body.  Hy 
Borioe  here  has  been  constant  and  laborious.  lean, 
perbaps,  say  ufaat  bnt  few  odiers,  if  any,  can— ti»t  I 
We  not  failed  to  attend  the  daily  rittings  of  tUs 
Home  a  dn^  dayrinoe  I  have  been  a  member  of  it, 
■are  on  a  sin^e  occasion,  wlxm  prerented  for  a  Aort 
time  by  indi^Knition.  In  my  mteroourse  with  the 
members  of  this  body,  when  X  occupied  a  place  upon 
die  floor,  tbongh  oocadonally  engaged  in  debates 
tmoo  latmsting  puUio  qoestiona,  and  of  an  exciting 
character,  it  Is  a  source  <^  muningled  gratification  to 
me  to  recur  to  the  &ct,  that  on  no  oocation  was  there 
the  slightest  personal  or  unpleasaid  coUi^on  with 
any  of  its  members.  Maintaining,  and  at  all  times 
oxpreating,  my  own  opinions  fin^y,  the  same  right 
was  fully  conceded  to  others.  Onr  discussions  were 
at  that  time  conducted  with  that  oonrtesy  and  deco- 
ram,  and  ieq>eot  for  the  opinion  <^  outers,  which 
onf^  ever  to  prerail  in  a  dellberatiTe  assembty.  For 
four  years  past  the  station  I  have  occupied,  and  a 
sense  of  propriety,  in  the  Prided  and  unnsuidly  ex- 
cited  state  of  public  opinion  and  feeling,  which  has 
existed  both  in  this  House  and  ia  the  country,  have 
uedoded  mo  fconx  partidpating  in  your  deliates. 
CMber  duties  were  as^nied  me. 

The  <^Boe  o[  Speaker,  to  whldi  It  has  been 
tirioe  the  pleasure  of  tUs  House  to  derate  me, 
baa  been  at  all  times  one  of  labor  and  high  re- 
^Mntibility.  Its  difficnlt,  and  often  delicate,  datiea 
have  been  Ailly  appreciated  and  freely  expreased  by 
all  my  medeoesBors.  They  bare  all  borne  testimony 
to  the  mlBcnlty,  nay,  JmpossOMli^,  of  discharging  its 
dottes  with  cmture  sadsbiotion  to  in,  especially  in  sear 
flcaia  of  Ugh  pc^cal  or  party  exdtement  Whilst 
they  hare  borne  tills  testimony,  I  think  I  may  touly 
affirm  tiiat  none  of  them  have  bad  a  severer  ordeal 
to  pass  than  has  fallen  to  my  lot  Frequent  hare 
been  the  oooauons  when,  bnt  for  the  indulgent  and 
liberal  sopport  at  all  times  ^ven  to  me  by  tUs  Honse, 
I  rikould  tuTe  been  ntteriy  unable  to  preeerre  that 
order  and  decorum  wMon  should  erer  attend  the  | 
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deliberations  of  the  representidiTefl  oi  the  peo|ii& 
It  has  been  made  my  duty  to  decide  more  qoeatkas 
of  parliamentary  law  and  <tf  order,  many  of  than  at 
a  complex  and  difficult  diaiacter,  arising  frftcn  in  Oe 
midst  of  high  eudtement.  In  tiiecoone  ot  oorpm* 
ceedings,  than  had  been  oedded,  H  b  bdieved,  byal 
my  predecessors,  fWnn  tiie  foandiation  atHda  Goran- 
ment  This  House  has  uniformly  sostaliked  me,  witb- 
ont  distinction  of  the  political  partiea  of  wfaid  it  Ins 
been  omnpoeed.  Our  records  will  dww,  that  npoa 
the  numerous  appeals  wbidi  bare  been  taken  to  (be 
HbnsB.  I  have  besD  anst^ned  by  both  politicdl  pastier 
and  often  by  decided  and  large  nu^oritiea.  TVwgh 
donbtleas  I  may  often  have  fallen  into  OTor  in  prassft' 
ly  deddil^  novel  questions,  suddenly  raised,  I  tnst  i 
was  not  on  pmnts  material,  and  I  Imow  it  was  nercr 
intended.  I  retom  to  this  House  my  thanks  fer 
thdr  constant  support  in  the  ^scharge  of  the  ardBon 
and  difficult  duties  I  have  had  to  perform. 

But,  gentioDOi,  my  adcnowledgments  ave  eape- 
elBUydnetotiieiii^j<^of  thisHoose  ftrtbeh^ 
and  flattering  evidence  they  have  given  im  «f  mm 
approbatiim  of  my  conduct  as  the  preskUng  lAecr  rf 
the  Hons^  by  the  resolution  yon  have  been  pleased 
to  pass.  I  regard  this  as  the  mghest  and  moat  vafaod 
tesomonial  X  bsve  everreo^ved  from  this  Homk, 
because  1  Icnow  that  the  drcumstanoeB  under  wUck 
it  has  passed  bu  nada  it  matter  of  anheranw>,ani 
not  mere  fbrm.  I  regard  ft  as  of  influtdy  mm 
value  than  if  ft  had  been  the  common  nu^ercf- 
oonrse  and  customary  resolntion,  whidi,  in  Om  earn- 
tesy  usually  prevulmg  between  the  presidinK  oCetv 
and  the  members  of  any  delilienUive  aasenbfy,  is  il- 
ways  pasEwd  at  the  close  of  their  delibemtiona.  Tbt 
ig  unmeaning — is  indiscriminately  coBfered — is  a 
mere  act  of  courtesy,  and  poBseaseB,  oonmiBtivriy, 
bnt  littie  value.  I  return  to  Hm  magaalij  ctf^  Ois 
House,  what  X  ri^cerely  fed,  my  gnrtefU  Oiaaiks  ftr 
this  high  evidenoe  of  their  8{qinmatkn  and  t^rd, 
given,  as  it  has  been,  at  a  time  of  par^  exok- 
ment,  which,  in  the  aocomplislmient  of  party  md 
political  obieete,  bnt  too  often  disregards  all  vAm 
considerations.  I  yhall  bear  it  in  gntefnl  lentat- 
branee  to  Ae  latest  hoar  of  my 

I  trust  this  fai^  olfioe  may  in  fbtore  times  be  tSki, 
as  doobtieas  it  will  be,  by  sbtn-  men.  Ic  cannoc,  I 
know,  be  filled  by  any  one  who  wiD  devote  Uneeir 
with  more  zeal  and  untiring  indnstiy'  to  do  bis  wbola 
dn^  than  I  have  don& 

We  are  now  about  to  aepaiate,  many  oC  oa  nenr 
agdntomeA  IwidiyDn,gentlenMn,  aasfbietan 
to  yonrfidnilles  snd  ftiemls;  and  whatewr  onr  m- 
spective  fhtore  destinies  may  be,  my  psaycr  to  a 
Iwnc^cent  end  overruling  Providenoe  i%  that  our  fia- 
tare  lives  may  be  usefhl  and  hi^y. 

The  Speaekb  then  announced  that  tiie  Hoosa 
stood  adionmed  withoat  day. 
The  Honae,  at  two  o'clock,  a^onnnd 
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tbe  tneation  of  corpomtlon  uiUablll^  la  Englaad,  464; 
such  laws  ordlnarilr  extend  to  eorporationa,  4SS ;  prao- 
In  tUs  conntiy,  465 ;  It  U  nOd  the  ot^ect  of  bauk- 
ti^t  laws  bas  no  relation  to  onrrener,  465,466;  act  of 
IfM,  451;  banks  of  dreolatlon  ara  tbe  fltteat  aold^ 
Jbr  bankrupt  laws,  457;  thtca  moat  vllnl  pnAlbltloaa of 
«Dre«utltationiwwboddaBiu>derlbot,4D8;  Ub  wid 
taokraptarUaseTere  romedr to  mply to  banks, «tS; 
moUoQ  to  diaclurge  Uld  OTer,  468 ;  igreed  to,  4B9. 

In  tbe  Bvnae,  ut  Inquiry  reUtlre  to  a  blQ  respectliig, 
488 ;  opinion  of  tbe  Prealdent  when  a  member  of  tbo 
Senate,  448;  oooise  of  tbe  oommlttoo  uioarbdn,  4(B; 
vm  not  report » tin,  47& 

AnUriVf  ^el-^  AdM^  TDta.  f,  a;  T. 

Jbmota  <rt  Aip  (TrteuM^-Aa  AAo^  ml  S. 

Babkht,  BjunntL,  RepreaentaUTO  from  V«w  Toik,  t. 

Bmtn  at  JTmp  OHtamMj~-Bt»  lUdm,  toI.  4;  doL  ol  A 
L(nU4,  CM  /fKtsa\  toI  &. 

Batabjj,  BnaAXD  on  tho  admlmlon  o(  ICieblgan,  86 ; 
on  tbe  expnoglug  resolation,  180;  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware, 889;  on  tbe  anb-Treasnry,  488 ;  offers  expunging 
teaolatfons,  686;  on  Calbooa's  reaolntlOAS,  586.  Be* 
Adei^Tot.  1& 

Buu,  Stjtm  IL      RcpreoentatlTa  from  Tlrgfailh  Bm 

/iidm,  ToL  IL 

Beau,  Bzxiinra  IL,  BeprveiitattTC  from  Kow  Haapahlre, 
&  AaAdM^ToLll 


IBunauT^  AixintL,  Bopnantatfro  ttam  H«vTaffc,8; 
a»«d1ttligao  MnMgaBtum^lBlliibll.  *aJf 

Bbavr;  Wniuv,  BapnaMdalh*  flnm    ~  ibijIihI. 

m. 

Bbavmaxoh^  ela<M  JiidM^  Tdh  a;  1^  1^  T,  H 

BiAVMonT,  AxDBnr,  BeprawBlBtlTe  from  riiBBajliaiti.  1. 
AaA<C«>VTOLllL 

*«a.  ,  BeppeaeatntlTO  from  Vow  Tott.  MK. 

BuBBB,  AjTOBBW,  EeptMOBtatlTa  tram  TliglBlB,  4it. 

Btlgimm,  trade  «tth,— In  tbe  B«Bat^  bffl  lAttr*  to 
dados  on  BelglamTaaaeb  and  engoea  oooaUaawd.  m; 
Its  olitMt,  Ifl ;  oonpataUTa  Btato  «f  Dstd  Md  Amm- 
CBB  toBBar^  in;  Oo  «Miaa  or  dUhrmoah  Sn. 

Afgfws  miettom  to.— See  Mm,  yoL  11. 

Bm,  J<wg,  BepreaantatlTe from Teimaaaaa^ 4, « \ 

posits  wltli  the  States,  W» ;  on  the  fiwtifieBtlaat  Ul,  IB^ 
885;  on  tbe  death  of  Jamea  Btaodlftr,  4C1 ;  on  p^ym^ 
of  q>eeie  to  membera,  468 ;  on  tko  fltwth  *T¥*ah^w 
466;  oati«asiiTTaoteB,4n;  «a  tbe  tuaaiiij  arte  tC 
ne:  OB  death  of  011^.681  Smlmdam,y^%vt, 
11,11. 

BmoKiTmiua  H^gtrea  nallaaeraa  azpo^l]^  naita- 
tlon,  67 ;  off6t»  It,  65 ;  on  the  treMory  df«ate,aB ;  aada 
admisaion  of  laeblgan,  6S;  on  iiiiimiiiBilail  qfnpris- 
tloDs,  68;  on  tbo  admlaion  of  Vi»>iig^_  7^  B8;  aa  fbt 
oxponglBgreacdQtlon,  M ;  on  dMnrtanoe  Ia  Hm 
166;  on  the  treasnry  dreolar,  163 ;  oDtha  ftalllliailai 
btU,ltl;S«natorfromlClaBoarf,a8»;  nw  liamaij  aiiu. 

m^.  —  «. — V 1.  J  T":  -I  tbn Inr rfJwliBjiti j. 

4<t;  oBmallBotM^  «IB;  oB  teota  Jkr  ■anilinii.  MT; 
CB  tha  tBd^eBdaat  traiwij.  MS;  aa  faaanj  Mto, 
fit;  on tb«  Florida  Var, 886 ;  on  tho  ftwtt  tMtateA, 
nS;  <m  salt  dntlea,  181;  m  irtlTtT  ntifw^aL  T88;  aabad 
P«nhaBea,76l),778,774,776.  Am /iMlai^  tqIk.  t,  ^  l.l^ 
11,  UL 

Bicnrau,  Bkxkkt,  BopresentatlTe  from  New  Tofk,  464. 

BmsLB,  BioKAXD,  BopraeentatlTe  from  rniiiMjIiiila,  ill; 
on  baafcmpt  lawi^  468 ;  ob  tiuauiuj  notai^  06IL 

.BIBi^  JfiNMV— AM.A»dMb  ToL  L 

BmwAu,  BAMm,  BepraantallTa  from  Haw  T«tk,«& 

BmoF  TusR.— Am  htdme,  toL  11. 

Buck,  Joet,  Senator  from  Iflaelartppl,  MV;  m%m  kb 
aeat  Id  the  Senate,  617.  AsAd«^Yid.U. 

Bus*  Bim  ehosoB  prfntora  to  the  Honae,  4. 

Siant  baOoU,  AaU  Oty  be  eovnt«d  T—8*e  fttOem,  tW.  4. 

Shtt  UffAfa  (M  eiffnale  (0  Oe  me™y.~&«  Adaa^  veL  SL 

BooKxi,  BepraaontotlTo  from  Kaw  Tad^  t 

AaAdaiSTeLUl 

Bom,  'WteuuM  K,  BapnaeBtaUra  from  OUa,  4;  m  Oa 
dlatrtbntlon  of  books,  680. 

BdoX«,  paroAoaa  (!^— In  tbe  Hoaa^  ft  raaatBttoB  vMva  l« 
10;  Ito  extent,  16;  works  In  print.  16;  the  rmiBtlm 
adcqtta  the  preoedont  aet  bj  membeta  of  tb«  last  On- 
greas,  16 ;  more  Important  la  a  pnbUc  tfcaa  patnli 
sense,  16;  examine  of  the  BtHMi  OafwiaaB^  Hj  ika 
treHU7fUl,l& 

VatioB  to  abfta  oot  frnai  ^pnprtallaB  hH^ 
■mount  flir  th«  TJnltad  Stotaa  DooamtBtBrr  HMaar, 
17;  EMadlBgeMttnotaxlatitlT;  bo  IttfaHlea  ta  ifedfea 
oat,  17;  ImpoddoD,  IT;  aztraeta  ftow «h«  oaBtas^lT; 
Biuard^  work,  Tiewa  ot  Omgreai  oa^  IflL 

Motion  to  aotIf)r  tbe  contnotora  to  disaaaflna  the 
work,  19;  original  motion  kwt,  19i 

A  resolotloa  relative  to,  eonddored,  619 ;  sO  expMdt- 
tnres  exeept  (br  tbe  orUnary  porpoaeo  cf  tha  Hooaa  p>^ 
Ubltad,«19;  thenewnanbata  AooUbaplaaadoatha 
■ma  Aioting  aa  tbe  6»;  Bot  tied  op  hj  Oa  fimlao 
annd«l  to.  8I»;  {ooilao  iBrarUUr  pamad,  4n;  Oa 
naolattoB  hnka  abaa  to  tto  pawaaal  bcaafit  af  Aa 
iaanbat%«»;  ranMtoB  pamd,  m;  maOial*  nftr - 
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Ui«  rwolatlon  to  the  Ubnrj  «0BunlttM,  186;  Mftnaot 
«aM  ■»  iMd,  Ut;  aU  tlumM  te  Mrnl  ■Uka,  IBt; 

btheaafaiU^sJtlDtnialaaaB  attMd,IBT;  Wd 
theteta^ir. 

BaNlBtlOB  oflbMd  In  tlw  Hodm,  ud  oidand  to  • 
third  rMMMDC  «L 

Li  tba  Sttmtt, »  motton  to  strik*  «Bt  tiM  tffnptiA- 
tbm,tB>;  ou  of  tho  ftl>«M  «f  Uw QoT«tUMnl^  T60; 
e*Me,nO;  motloB mriad, 7n. 

Horn  dlMfrM,TTl;  8«iiato  indst  and « cooIIMbm 
Mfcart.  TW;  wport,  TTO;  d«brt«,  TW}  boUi  Hum  Boa- 

CBE,  TB. 

BMolitiM  nteHT*  l»  th*  Ifadim  wm,  1TB ; 

did  It  pus  the  Bmataf  7T4;  nmarks  m  t»  tba  tliiH 

whan  the  naol&tlo&  pused,  TI5,  T79;  dabtttd  ud 

■di^tod,  m,  179.  AM/MdMSTd-ll 
BooI^  R&TUFF,  BepmaantstfT*  from  IsdLtna,  i.  Ml ;  on  da- 

poritiiritltthaBtatai,S11.  Sm .AmIm^ Tda.  11, U 
BtanMKt  NAiBunn  B,,  BaptwtitlTe  ftoot  ManMlni* 

BoouDT,  Jam  B^taaentaUra  from  Tlisbda,  ^  MO^ 
oa  raealTliic  »  palttlon  from  darn,  968;  m  d^oalta 
vltli  the  Statoa,  819;  on  ftiitda  for  fedanl  data,  889 ;  on 
tbo  Troarorr  Koto  bUl,  B18.  8t»Jndm,T<aB.ll,ti. 

Bounty Fuiimg  r»mA—S»  Indtm,  toL  6,  IHitUt. 

Bovn,  l£i.TraiAa     BepreaoDtatlTe  from  Nov  Y^:,  8. 

BoTS,  Lmc,  BapnaoatatlTa  frmn  Eantaskf ,  A. 

2rMJbwater  OA  Ma  i)alaisara  — .Sm  Xndix,  toL  8. 

flont.— 5««  Indtai,  toL  9. 
B»ifl«,  QnoBW,  BapraawtatlT*  from  MiwacTwaetta,  8;  ddO ; 
mt  poa^OBlBg  tlw  JMutli  tMtalmnwt.  474  JStAOm, 

roLU. 

JtrUtAAttrmHoM  m  CbmMma.— ^  JMm^  toL  8. 

A«M  JiiMHtM  «^.dMKo0»  M^In  Sonta^  ft  mM> 
BBge  ralattTO  to,  fiT9 ;  Importanoa  of  aetloB,  STL 

In  tba  Hooae,  ro— ge  and  eorreapondanoe  reUttra  to 
the  attaA  on  tha  CaKdlne,678|6T4;  ratenDoo  nwred, 
615;  no  eomae  shoold  be  taken  that  would  plaoe  ns  In  a 
mriika  poaltku  to  En^a&d,  btB ;  gnatar  ^^odthjfi  to 
naks  war  on  tba  f  ^ "'ftfitlim  than  on  Kn^juid^  9T8; 
flntaaoartabiwbolatoblamkSlbi  osr  amtall^bm 
fmak  sot  pWTCBtln,  m 

In  tba  Banate^  aana  meaaaga  aad  •amapandanaa  » 
oetvad  iod  nfbnad,  618. 

In  the  Houa,  a  maaaaga  ralatlre  to,  VS&. 

JHfU  ZV>avMMa  <M  tt«  iSCaie  q<  jraAML— In  the  BenatOk  • 
mimga  from  tha  Preatdent  iriatlTo  to,TM;  ocdaradto 
baprintaditM. 

A«M  WMtMHa»ad*^-^  India,  nA.i. 

AAiribr-AaAdaa^  T«L  1 

Bkobhub,  Jon  O,  BaprtawrtatiTa  from  Haw  Toik,  m. 

Bwnmnr,  Juac  Bo^eeantatlra  from  Hew  Toik,  168; 
on  the  Tnaaaij  Noto  btU,  SIS ;  on  tha  attack  on  the 
OanUne.  BTfi;  oa  tha  Hladaaip^  alaetlon,  tt»;  on  the 
death  of  OlUer,  886;  on  tho  Ezplortiv  Bxpadl^n,  6SaL 

Bmwx,  SmwoKB,  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  888;  on 
tbaa«iiriMlonoriUehIgan,88;  oa  aboUtton  In  tba  Dta- 
tdetarOotaimbla,158;  on  poa^Mdng  tba  Awtb laatal- 
maBt,8BT;  u thaanb-Tiaamix, 4B0 ;  on tnanrrnotaa, 
6I8;onaa  ftmtb  fnataliMat,  TU;  oaHoiaOanllu 
Raolntlons,ni.m  84»  Jmim,  vola.  11,  U. 

Bmwk,  JoBx  W.,  BopnaaBtattTCfroB  Now  Yotfeifl.  3h 
I»dtm,  yoLtk 

Jb*MM,  J'amtt,  atemaamtt  <t^— In  the  Hooae,  a  bin  for 
tboiellafo4««MMifad,iMi*cta«f  aaaMa,Md;  aaa 


flu  OoTamaat  allow  tiM  iBdamm^f  MS;  thoOheio- 
kaaawovaiaganladaa  In  •  atata  <tf  ami^  at  that  tima^ 
940;  be  waa  not  bafoad  pole  of  tbo  pretootloB  of 
QowHNBt,  M;  aUowl^  tbU  dalm,  It  la  aaid,  wUl  la- 
tioftiiea»  saw  poU^  In  ottr  OoromnMBt,  Ml 

Ho  Ibnndatlon  In  prindplo  tor  the  elatm,  948 ;  admit 
that  Om  aggresalon  waa  made  in  time  of  peace,  947; 
treattee  with  the  Cherokoea,  94T ;  eflbeta  of  war  on 
oblns,  948;  bin  loat,  84a 
Bbotv,  Anunw  D.       BopreaentatlTO  frttm  Hew  ToA, 

Bccn>M»,  Anmv,  B^naantatlTa  from  PenBa7lTanla,8, 
M6l 

BvtnivAX,  Jim,  0*  flw  adnlHloB  of  lOeUgaa,  TDi  79,  n ; 

on  tbe  ezpnngliig  reeolntlon,  118;  oa  the  memorial  of 
the  GoloDlntkn  Soole^,  188;  oa  eopjrlght  to  IbroIgB- 
ara,  188;  on  trade  with  Belgliim,  ISl ;  reports  on  Mexi- 
can aflUra,  184;  Senator  thtm  Paaujlnnla,  888;  on 
poa4>onlng  the  IburU  lutalmeat,  864-8M ;  on  the  anb- 
Treasnry,  489;  on  the  expnnglng  reaolatloa,  &B6;  on 
dMHtloB  potittoaB,888;  oa  Galhoan'a  roaolntionB,  888, 
088^801, 888,868,868;  «iaaBttalKbdIoai^<88;  onrala- 
Uou  with  Mexico,  800, 681 ;  ralatlTO  to  defending  tho 
Main*  bonodarr,  T«,  T68. 

Af^Uo  and  Jfno  Orinnt  Soad.-~SM  India,  toL  1L. 

Btmo^  flunroL,  BepreaantatiTe  Ihna  Tenneaaee,  4  &4 
/Kdea^  ToL  19. 

BcBKa,  BoBUT,  Bepreaeatattra  from  Kew  Hampahlre,  8. 

8e4  Indm,  toL  IS. 
Afafoaaa  qf  Oa  JItfni  AarioN.r-Iaaa  Hooaa,  nadatlOM 

t^TC  to,  aoBBldorad,  869, 468. 
Bmm,  Aaa  A.,  report  oa  aboUtloB  poUtioa^  96;  tepn- 

BaBtaUToftaiaHortbOaiaHiio,480.  AaAdaa^v^UL 


C 

CALaoni,  William  B.,  B^naaatattra  from  UfawartiiiHtti^ 
8,466: 

CAUwnr,  JoaR,  BopraawtallTo  from  Emtnefcr,  4, 48Sk- 
GALBomn,  Jonr  0.,  on  depoalta  with  the  Stataa,  CI ;  on  nn- 
expended  appropriationB,  88 ;  on  tbo  admiaslon  of  Michi- 
gan, 88,  70,  T8;  oa  the  expunging  reaolotlon,  108;  on 
printing  the  Maryland  memorial,  198 ;  on  the  memorial 
of  tbe  Golmtaatlon  Sodety,  168, 184;  on  et^Tright  to 
ilmlgnei%  188 ;  OB  eoontlns  tho  Tbtea  to  Pnaldanti  198; 
«t  Ubaiatkm  of  davoa  br  Britlab  aathoritha,  188 ;  on  tba 
dlatrlbfttlofl  qOMtion,  904 ;  Senator  from  Soath  Carolina, 
889;  oa  poatponlnc  tba  Ibnrth  Inatalmant,  888;  m 
treaniT7  notaa,  886;  on  tbo  •ub-Treasnry  bl11,8T4;  on 
abolition  petltlona,  B9T,  600,  681 ;  oa  Vermont  reeoln- 
tlona,  B68;  on  bis  BhtTery  reMlntlona,  D88,  570,  6T1,  CM, 
661, 689 ;  on  dlatnrbaneet  on  the  Horthern  ftontl«r,  678; 
on  Uanodlttiou,  688,684,  686, 088,696;  lnreptrtoH^ 
Clv(niaboUtloB,6e8,800,801,869;  iriattn  to  Ua  laao- 
latioa^  006,  <Oft,  606,  <10 ;  on  tbe  Termont  Antt-SUrery 
laaolatloBibtU;  oaOa  Ind^oadent  treaMuy,  891,811; 
OB  pnbllo  land^  869;  on  treaanry  aotea,  8T9, 874, 47B, 
8T8;  on  tbe  finirth  Inatalment,  70S;  rc-latlTO  to  aati- 
•Urery  petitions,  780;  on  oatalde  Interfbrenee  with 
atoreiy  la  the  IMatiiet  of  C<rfambla,  748.  jSm  InOM^ 
T<dB.4,6,^T,8,10,ll,  la. 
Caxbiubko,  Choboeiu.  0.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  New 
ToA,  8;  on  Seminole  boatUitles,  II  ob  Oio  apprqnin- 
tloB  bm,  98;  OB  anr^na  rarenne,  948;  on  tbo  patltloa 
from  Ami^in;oa  dapoaltBwttb  tbo  8tBt(ia,811;  aa 
ftinda  Ar  Moral  dnee^  881;  B^raaoBtattTe  fr«a  Hov 
T«k,488;  OB  nlbroBOO  itf  tho  meaeage,  etc,  489 ;  on 
IMfHrirBtin  tbo  Jbarainatafanent,  488;  onthelaana  ti 
Tnmar  aotca,  468;  oa  awrcteatit*  bwdi^  484; 
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<hmnuMnt  rwdrwi,  «<;  «■  pwlpBlrtm  th»  tbnitli 
luteliiwat^  409 ;  on  a  utttontl  bank,  479 ;  on  intaary 
notea,  408 ;  reUUTa  to  tba  Bamlitola  War,  017 ;  on  tho 
dlitrlbntlra  of  books,  00;  an  teeatnty  notea,  US;  re- 
ports a  statament,  78L  See  Iiidtm,  toL  19. 

OamxLL,  JoBK,  BepnaeatatiTa  from  Booth  CaroUna,  460. 

Oumu,  BoaasT  B.,  Be^cMntattnftwm  BontbOamUna, 

CxMrm-L,  William  B-,  BepnaentadTO  from  Taooewaa, 
4CL 

CiMadian  S^fiiffM».—St6  Imdta,  Tola.  S, 
CamatinIU4MoU.-~SM  InOtm,  toL  9. 
Omai  arcnMd  Mtttde  S^wU4.—Se4  JntUet,  toL  9. 
GaMlAMl^(nHKAr4C-lDtlwB«iat^»WUi«littl«  to, 
T19. 

Oabi.  Jomr,  EapraaentatlTe  from  I]idlaM,4.  &•  Ate^ 

Tok.  11,  U. 
Cbrratfaoi^  XaH^^i— Aa  4. 
OanxB,  nxom  Ji,  BapreaantatlTo  Uron  lUiWt  MO;  da- 

oeaaeoi;  658. 

CAzm,  William  BepreaeiitatlTa  from  TenuBBoa,  4, 
400 ;  on  tho  pnicbaao  of  books,  18 ;  on  loaaea  In  Florida, 

m. 

CaazT,  Ziixxx,  BepreaentattT*  from  IlUnoIs,  4, 4SL  jSm 
IndesB^  ToL  UL 

CbvotM,  oM^rsiflMialL—iSM  Jniim,  toL  6,  and  indav,  tdL 

7,  ^nwndmrnfa  </a«  CbwiWwHo*. 
Cnumn,  Owmi,  BapreMnUttn  from  PaanqrlTCBla,  S. 

Aa  Adot^  Ytd.  12. 
CUMBKBs,  Jomt,  BapraaantatiTe  from  Eantaakr,  i,  400 ; 

OB  Um  Exploring  Expadltlon,  9B7. 
Ckavzt,  Josn,  BepreMntaflT*  from  OUo^  ^  4U.  Am  ^ 

«l«■^T<A.ls. 

CHAfiK,  fliAm  BuimeBtrtlw  from  Heir  Toik,  & 
Oaan Ai^  Bxn*xii,  SapraientetlTa  from  Akbama,  4, 46L 

Charffit  d?JffiUr*a,  appotatnwU  qfi—Se^  /adtf^  toL  9. 

CkariiohU  Obi»eU.—SM  ItUUm,  toL  1. 

Cun,  JcDox,  ^^fcW  conduct  Ofwf  Iriol  4^.—Sm  MUk, 

CaxATHiJC,  BicsABD,  BapresentatlTe  from  Tennaaaee,  4SL 

C\**af>eate  and  JMlatoan  OanaL—BM  Indix,  ToL  1& 

AaaopaaJta  JH(r<A^  attack  oiiv— A«  /ndao^  toL  & 

Chmapeat*  gma  ado  0amalr-8i»Adtm,ji)lt.  9,9,10. 

OstLM,  TuoTBT,  Bapmantattro  from  Now  York,  >,  460. 

CSkocftiiii  LatuU,  cneroaakmmU  <m,-~B»6Jitd^  toL  9: 

ChoUra,  AHoUc—Sm  Indaa,  toL  It. 

CiLLXT,  J01T1.THAII,  BapToaaatatlTe  from  lUna,  480 ;  on  tho 
Bamlnole  War,  S19;  deoeaaa     888;  flinatal  oi;  884. 

In  tba  Honae,  a  reaolnUon  to  invoatlgata  the  oanaea, 
oSbred,  SSS;  awfDl  tragedy  mombera  of  tha  Honae  par- 
tld^Mtcd  In,  88B;  no  good  oan  raault  from  the  raaota- 
liUna,08ft;  ban  eUher  tf  tlia  partbe baan  goOtr of  nnj 
inonlddlitqMniTt  OSS;  CMfreaa  baa  power  to  not  In 
zeiwanoa  to  the  Dlatriet  of  CoInmbU,  088;  what  benefit 
euieanltfrom  tbla  InqnlryT  880;  practiee  of  dnallliig 
oondemDed,  886;  fttrtber  debate*  088;  reaalutlona  adopt- 
ed, 888;  tbe  committee,  48T. 

CunoBin,  Nathasiei.  H.,  BepreaantatlTa  tttaa  Virginia, 
a  SM/fld«a),Tob.lO,ll,19. 

Ci.Aisount,  Jomt  F.,  BepreaantatlTe  from  MiMMppi,  4, 
400;  m  tbe  deoeaaa  of  I>BvMIMdaMi,810;  ntha  ir- 
reatofIt.H.WUtB«r,sn;  oa  tha  HlMtai^  eleetiw, 
818. 

Claim  AfftnoUa.—8»4  Indem,  toL  IL 

Cl&xz,  Jom  Oq  SepresentatlTe  from  New  York,  480;  on 

the  inb-TreMorr,  ML 
Claxk,  Wiujjkjc  P.,  BepreaentotlTe  from  PennaylTanla,  8. 

864  IndM,  vol.  1% 
Cut,  Cuwbmt  0.,  Senator  tnm  Alabama,  889;  on  tbe  lab- 

Troaraij  Un,  4U ;  on  pra^emptlgn,  6901 
Cl&t,  HxnT,  on  tbe  I«iid  bQl,  81 ;  on  the  aipgnglng  reao- 


latfan,lU;  pnawlititepelittaa  of  IM^  wlgMA. 

lU;  OBiMOiporatiBgtheO))onlBattaBBoeia47,UB;  m 
oopTTlgbtto  fimlgnen,  181,184;  on  dfleOMi  af  Presi- 
dant,  188;  on  trade  wUb  Bdgtamt,  life;  on  Mil— n  it- 
lationa,  lOS;  on  tha  Preatdenfa  InangnrBtfaaa,  to- 
ator  from  Kentaekf,  889;  m  traaanry  Bota^OT; 
UwaBb-Tieaaar7bai,4M;  on  dmaai  of  B  wlw  Trm, 
644;  oB  email  notaa,e«5;  ob  thaattaok  <m  OaCMIac; 
ST6;  on  lixuay  1b  tbe  DWilet  «f  OaimrtiB,  W;  Mt, 
Kl;  oa (Uatnrbanoaa on  tta Mortlwm  ftoHaa^ga; 
OdbODBli  ivaolQttmia,  898;  oAn  wehitlBBi,  OW;  la 
reply  to  ICr.  Calbonn  on  abeUtloa,  BB9,  901,  M;  nia- 
ttre  to  Calhonn'a  reaolntioaa,  806, 007 ;  on  OregwaTr** 
lory,  838 ;  on  tho  Independent  tieaaui/,  9M;  m  ida- 
tlana  with  Maxioe,  800;  on  bank  aatos  te  evawnnt 
dMa,8a8;  on  north  eattwaboimdaiy, 8S8;  aaaataA 
Inatalmant,  TOT;  on  tha  Hwtt  Oariilliia  i  — d>llaM.  BE; 
«B  rilTer  eolaaia,  TB8,  n9;      petMm  a(  tfttaHatf 
XNBtrlotofOdwnbla,T48;  onttMlMV«aaqnBiM,Ct 
Ae  Adaa^  Tola.  8, 4,  ^  8,  T,  8,  It 

Cumnt,  TBOIC4U,  Benator  from  Delawara,  105,  SM. 

pixntuKit,  Jxsaa  F.,  BeiHvaa&tatiTe  ITora  Ceoagia,  8^  40K 

Oan;  tif  tb  nva«e.—8*e  JndecD,  toL  10. 

CLOWKar,  W.  K.,  K«pre9entaUTe  from  Sooth  Caroflaa,  4B. 
jfikaAdteVTCLll. 

CM  JWartii- Aa  AdaiS  ntai        wd  JM«k^( 

OWRB,  Jonr, B^naantattre  fton Q«at|l^ S;  dMsaBe< 

BIL  Aa/Mda^ToLUL 
CMn,  ffotd.— A*  Adee^ToL  11 
Coinage,  tUvtr.  Aa  Adeoi,  T<d.  IS. 
CWtU,>f»*4f^  «Uiw.-'A«  Ind«\  Tola.  8*  7,  IL 
CoLxa,  WuTSB,  SepreaentaUTe  from  Vteglnl*,  8,  ML 
a)lUeiUMlHttriet4,temtam.  SmMm,-wt».8. 
Ofilambta,  mtmUtr  fa^-Aa  Jidi^  roL  XL 
CMantettM  AoMit— In  tbe  Senate,  n  mewaU 

thalnooi!ponttoaoC«onBldef«d,18S;  mottatoi^B 
the  Committee  on  tbe'Dlatriot  of  OolnmUa,  1«;  U 
memorial  tends  to  Incicaae  the  esdtMiMiit,  18B;  nljta 
of  tha  memoriallata,  188 ;  interftreaee  of  tlte  Owtua 
ment  with  thla  aodetr  oppoaed,  168 ;  mored  to  nfc  » 
a  ealeet  committee,  108 ;  ftuOer  datatta  oai  tho  ^ttttiak 
afralMene^  181 

.  HottOBtotakeBpthomatiwrUlaa^]a&  AaJUo^ 
ToU9,U. 

OIkmNo  Ml9tr^-BH  InOm,  Tola.  7, 8,  la 
Commtroe  ((f  the  VniUd  StaiM—See  ladtm.  Tola,  l-i 
Ommmtos  ^  Oe  VeA— Aa  IncUm,  toL  lOi 
Ctomnaree  and  JTovlffatteii.— In  the  Benata,  anaalMiM 

relatlTo  to  the  annul  report  of  tha  aawataij  cf  tt* 

Treaamy,  fi7, 81. 
OMvaMaMttM  ^^Jfiwiggu— Aa  Mai^  rola.  1^1*;  .f^ 

^jra«8aML 

OwHpawaaWo*  «y  iVaiMatif  awd  WaaiVwWawt  At  A- 

dam  Tola.  1,1 

Cbit^rjaL— 94tb  a^ooma,  888 ;  fiSth  oonrenea,  889. 

OMMMoHoHi,  Tote  fbr  Preildant  ia  1S86,  3SB. 

CoKMOB,  Hmrxt      BepreeaitatlTe  from  Horth  Caralka, 
8,  400.  Aa /iidMV  Tola.  7,  8, 10, 11,  U. 

OongtauUon  rtot  appUcabU  U>  TtrrHoHet.--l»  the  "r— 
BbmtD  aatd)llA  tha  territorial  gorenewt  at  Um, 
6S1;  motion  that  0i*  tamua  otim  ef  tte  Jidgv  ba 
dnring  good  babaTlor,  881 ;  iBOOBTaaiaMis  Wl;ft«ltln 
the  oonatltntlon,  081 ;  conatltnthm  dM  aot  acini  ti 
territoriea,  881 ;  motlcoi  loot,  881. 

OMtsmpta,  ^iidietot.-' Aa  Adeo^  toL  1L 

QmUtUd  mMUon.—8f  AdaovTola.  1, 8, 7; 

OonUnifffmU  Jtafwiaaft— Aa  Ada>^  Tob.  9,  S. 

OotOraett,  ffooemawiit— AaAdaa^ToLl 

<a>afrooan<aa  ftahwaw  Aolaft— Aa  AJaa*  toL  & 

Oatmtf agtltm.  AiAAi^toHL 
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CbpyrtffkU  to  Jbrtfginrfc— In  tlw  Sout^  AmwiMwlal  frmm 
certain  Engjlih  aathonilSS;  Ita  npratniUttoiM,  18S; 
tmaitj  of  «cq>rTi^ti  lA  Eagkad  not  rMtriotod  to 
Brittb  an4Mt%  168;  mored  to  Mfer  to  the  Ulwarjr 
rfffnm<¥f .  dlfflool^or  Iks  Rafjoatiia;  ntend 
to  a  ipoetal  oonnlttMk  181 ;  teOirnMDgitali^  IM 
FwtkarraMMridi,lU;  Irtrt^lM. 
In  tha  HooM,  in  laqolrr  nvMUng  patttkw  for, 
MS;  MMBi,94S. 

Oordev*,  drov&aafc  o«.— <Sm  /»dM^  toL  7. 

Co«w»,  Thomas,  BipmitiHTO  from  OUo,4,4CL  Am 
JiKfeos,  Tok  11, 19. 

Cmiia,Bowt(  KifwiwrtrttTo  ftwn  Ylnlnl*,  8, 4B&  A* 

AdM)^  Toln  It,  U, 
CmAim,         BuHWMtoUn  flw Hwr T»ifc,8L  Afih- 

(tavToLU. 

Cum,  Joan  K,  BopmMMtn  Amb  OUa^  4.  M- 

dMS  Tok.  H  Ut  U> 
OmAmoH,  KtwncB,  Bi^nMWlTC  frm  Btodo  Uaad, 

MX 

Cun,  Iiuil  K, B^tMOtatlTO  from  lOeUmlB^M; 
en  dtportti  vtth  tho  BtstM,8Ui  «•  tto  VriM  bou- 

tfWnw*  tt*  DUriel  ef  CMwHiMtk— In  tho  Honw, »  mM- 
■■go  on,  854;  Utter  from  tke  Dbtriot  Attonwy,  SS4^ 

OteM  offtUiu*  Oo  rnited  SUxt*».—S—  I»dta>,  toL  S,  P*- 
nalLawt,  Ao. 

Cwmn»R,  Josa  J.,  on  tbo  ftftUtootton  bill,  191,  S39 ;  on 
poatponliic  tk*  fltBittt  Imtilmant,  8B7 ;  on  Oalhoon't 
rMolatiou,  DN;  on  pr»-«mptloii,  ON;  oa  Tnwmj 
notM,  4m        IntUm^  Tok. 

OnooEiRi  Jenn  V, Bipiwirtrtlvo  fraat  TnaMne,Ml; 
on  tbe  Tnaaaxj  note  bUl,  5tt 

Oktfto, An^nifito /^oiik— >Sm /futaB,  Tol 4.  Afmjwrtoutf 
to  fiU  VniUd  aatm.—Si»  Mm,  toL  Amom 

OtMftwIaiid  Amtr-Af  Mm^      1^  ^  flk  1^  1»;  Kid  A> 

Cxmim,  Edvaxs,  R«preMiitottTO/h»  Nov  Toik,  MO. 
Cnnors,  Oalsb,  BeproMntattTo  ttom  UMMebnMtts,  A, 

4SDi  en  eboUtlon  peUUona,  HS;  on  the  oeuare  of  Ur. 

Adanv,  SH;  en  the  Florida  mr,  4M;  on  pottponing 

Uio  flmitli  Initalment,  4^;  on  Oie  North-Mitem  boas- 

dai7,<80;  on  tbe  Heine  bonnderjr,  W 
CuuiKAJi,  ftAxnL,  Bepreeentetf TO  f^om  N«w  Ifaapehlre, 

S,4Mi  "*  T""*r"'t  «~*-'-— *.  *T».  ^ 
OBtBBMKt,  AiiuD,aeiMt«rftain  0MigU,8Mi  e&  «b«illU<tt 


DAXuinioK,  Sdwud^  BegoMtaWlM  ftMB  PBuqtnnla, 

Dim,  TaiHua,  BepteeeaMw  ftom  Halno, 
Bath,  Ebwauh  BepmeatittTC  from  PeoDijlraala,  Ma 
Sath,  Jonr  "W^  B^neentidln  from  UUne,  4. 
Djkvn,  f  <m,  Ml  tbe  deeenes  of  Oeoqge  L.  Sonaid,  ni ; 
proteete  ageloBt  tbe  expnn^ng  leeidntloD,  108 ;  m  trade 
with  Bclgiam,  1«;  Senetor  from  UaMcbuetts,  889 ; 
on  aboUtbw  petitions,  096^  CCD ;  on  CeDunm'!  leeohi- 
ti0De,68>.  iSM  Jiid^  Tok.  B,  9, 10, 11,  la. 
DiLmoK,  WnuiJf  C,  BepteeentttlTO  from  Oeoifle,  fSB, 
MO;  onthedaeaef  ODv.ML 

11. 


DnmST,  Eiwum,  Bepreeentettre  llnm  Hocth  (kntam,  t, 
4801  AeAdM^ToLU, 

DitUTin^  Hn.  Bvua.— 1&  the  HOMti  e  iMotattnoi  pnU 
lngepeiHl<iiit«,«&  At /it4«^  Tok.    11,  U. 

Da  GwJjrr,  Johh  J.,  BepneenteUre  from  Kev  York,  MOi 

iMavofw  OMt  aUtapeat*  OanakSet  Jn4m,  toL  &' 

iMMOttf^  TOto  tot  PreeUentln  1B88, 18a 

D^UQoUtfnm  TarrttoTiu.—Sf  Mm,  toL  1. 

Dsnm,  Joni^  Bepreemtatlve  from  Marrlaad,  4/10. 

DcRKT,  FrtF^'"i  BepreeentatlTe from  PennC7lv«nle,8;  on 
deporite  with  the  Btete^  8^  A«  A<f  mb^  Tok.  11,  U, 

D^/Mm  JfsotiHW  (VoM  Aval  MMn,  WMfw  JM» 
.^tfawfc  Aei«<t«ai,ToL8i 

J>yiai«M<itoa«rtn-^theBwnte,IeeTeto  totrodnee 
ftbfflfleMint«,iriwd,8i;  thebtn,«l;elergeiiin>te 
wlB  be  In  tbe  neesnrjr,  81 ;  whet  iheU  be  done  with  ItT 
n ;  notkNt  to  refer  to  eommlttoe  on  flnenoe,  O ;  Senate 
aaked  to  create  e  eorpliu  for  future  dlatribntlon,  81 ; 
forred,  8L 

A  meosage  from  tbe  Honse,  dleagreelng  to  amend- 
menta  to  tbe  (Mlfleatlon  bill,  8M;  Important  himbA* 
meat,  KM;  lknatare,9U;  Benato  adbere,  Ml 

In  the  B«na«^  a  teeolitta  to  rekaee  the  Btetaa  frm 
tbe  nitentton  of  the  deporik,Sia;  UdonUie 
til 

latte  Hoaac,aMn  rektlTe to, considered, 8»;  the 
pertnanent  ezpendltnrea  of  tbe  goremment  doubled 
within  a  fow  year^  800 ;  what  emonnt  of  last  yaei^  sp- 
propilstiosa  remain  unexpended  1 809;  the  ^qwoprta* 
tktds  win  Am  ilwrt  during  tbe  ensnlng  7ea^818;  the 
amendment  leeofnixea  a  sfstem  of  permuent  dlstribo* 
tlOB,  S19;  Iben  wlU  be  a  krge  ampins,  wUeh  It  to 
dangeroM  to  leara  nneBpIoTed  In  flu  baada  of  tbe 
goremment,  810 ;  tbe  dlatribntlon  principle  eorraptliig 
anddangeroas,810;  taxaUon  ihoold  be  redooed  to  the 
wank  of  geremment,  81<X 

This  amendment  will  send  the  money  be«k  to  tbe 
people  again,  811 ;  bf  tbe  dlstrflmtlon  law  the  p«^  of 
the  kige  BtatM  bad  been  aeerifleea  to  tbe  Inteiait  ef 
ttenaall,ni;  thto  mwndment  lerleB  moiuijrfor  poi- 
poM  that  tbe  eoHtltatlon  duea  not  warrant,  8U ;  If  thk 
meinie  was  wlae  and  proper  at  the  laat  aeaalon,  w^  to 
It  not  new  ?  811 ;  the  last  bin  dlstribnted  tbe  money  u- 
eqoally,  nq)naUy,  SIS ;  this  prindide  was  sanetlaned  hj 
tbe  last  CongreaBiStS;  operation  of  the  meanre,8U; 
amendment  loat,  814. 

Amendment  renewed  In  the  Hoas^  8U;  It  k  said 
tiMMwmbeiWHrpln^SU;  Ittoiildfbe  amendmeat 
to  not  nade  toaproper  bin,  814;  tt  to  nld  to  be  Im- 
pnpar^BU;  anmdment  carried,  816;  fbrther  amend* 
BMBtOatthedMrthntiea  abonld  be  in  tbe  ratio  the 
leprasentaHoB,  816 ;  a  pkn  oonceired  and  matared  by 
the  high  taiUr  party,  to  oontlune  tbefr  scheme  of  tn- 
Jnatlea,8ie;  what  k  the  apeotacle  we  beholdTSlC;  the 
Qoodaet  of  some  has  been  eqnlroeal,  818;  the  ^lafa 
system  eontemptlble,  816 ;  a  system  of  bai^aln  and  occ- 
raptlon,81T;  IqfiwtlDVwmbedeBe  todkMbataon  tte 
beria  ef  the  repneantstlon  hoe,  SIT;  sheD  Oere  be  a 
new  and  botoI  ptdl^  Introdsoed  In  tbe  goremment  t 
81T. 

Admitted  that  something  ought  to  be  done  to  remedy 
tbe  orerflowing  treesvy,  818;  the  strange  aaw>cletteB 
preeented  on  thla  floor,  818;  thk  raUo  aomethlng  like 
the  aemblaaee  of  Jnstlee,  819 ;  the  policy  at  dkbribstfaM 
<9poeed  to  the  pidli7  rednetlon,  819 ;  tbe  eaalgama- 
tSonef  partlealnHifor(ir,tl9  tbe  honor  axptemed  at 
BoaOiera  gMtlemenTOtlag  for  thto  bin,  898;  tt  to  saU 
waare  taxing  the  peopU  for  dktribntlon,  890;  mlnon* 
toeaDoD  the  Btatea  for  nosey  deposited  with  tbem, 
810 ;  the  atlo  oflMt      more  Joat  and  eqaltaUe  thaa 


Digitized  by  Google 


784 


indb:x. 


fU>&nrpfqpOMd,Ml;  th«  fludt  iiiMl  ftora  lb*  Btl« 
iCladi,1nNtterii,IU;  thsm^  AmUUm  d»> 
podtad  Out  tba  StatM  taOtag  Om  iMd  ■l^tMrin 
a*  baaaSt  of  It,  an ;  N«T  ToA  shonU  Bot  «nMH»  ttdi 
bmonUupmudthBtflw  null  SMm  would  loeeiro 
more  Uud  tb»f  wonontltlod  to,8SS;  th«  boakam  tho 
••iMHM-UMdtMi'Sat  whrhutheBontlibeMi  ■Dflbnd 
tobaaoloiig  plnnduodbjni^iirtluatloQTStt;  nDond- 
ment  loot,  fSt ;  other  Mna^ilmMl^  MB;  bOl  oiilnod 
to  •  third  readiaf,  884  SMA<f«a,ToLll 

.BVMit  JtMbL— IB  tko  HooM.  iHdmiDBa  nkttw  to,  tat- 
ridand,8n.  AcMm^toLU 

JtMartfr^  »»iMii|r  iDL-nSpe  iiwlHh  tcL  & 

Jhaamov,  PnuMox,  Bu|iiMtBMh»  from  Vew  JofMy, 
&  A«JiMl«%ToL19. 

DionMt  Asninrt,  oloeted  Bocntwf  of  the  Senata,  SHI; 

Shkbmok,  Mabuut,  letter  on  the  tariff  ooinpromUe  Mb 
ISL 

JUmaom,  Datip,  S^neentettn  fton  lfliriM4nl,4;  d»- 

SIOl 

IN^lMMtte  ^MraMHi-^  Mm^  tdL  H 
D^tloMlfe  AfpOMM— Ae  HOtm,  toL  la 
2>tptomtMa  JMerooKroii— A«  AAm^  toL  9. 
ilMwvtoff  OAd  Aeeo^uMmf  (^lem-9.—St  AOmt,  ToL  U 

JH$tr*M,  piMiA—864  I»d4»,  ToL  U. 

Xmtrfftaltoayitooo***— IatteHoBi^>  rwelBtleaieto- 
tiro  to,  stood, M;  thtonltfMt  dwnM  oobm  npirUh 
tlM  umrbniin;  pw^eet  of  dfanlnlihed  rmaiie^  80; 
Ibrtber  debate,  SI;  prerfona  qneatlOD,  eto^  91.— Ae  /n- 
dea\  ToL  1(L 

iXiMot  ^  CUumftla.— In  the  Hoa•^  a  bUl  for  the  rellrf  of 
tho  oorpontloBi  oi;  ooaaldored,  98;  pamd,  98 ;  MMnd- 
maat  of  the  BiMt^  98;  OMwamd  la,  98. 
JMWHef  4*  CWMhNo..^  AilM^  nil.  9,  ^  1, 1 
J)t9<»VM in CU DtatrU*  of  OotumMa.  &eAg«%Trta.^ 
4,1 

POMR,  BoDmoK,  updated  BaTgoaat«t-anaa  In  the 
B«iiaa.4IL 

ItorauDi.t,  XTlthm      BepfaieatattTO  froa  Hew  To^ 

a. 

mAaporlL 

DwMHOoiu^  OaoMi  On  BapraimtBltTO  fkn  TtaglBb,  8; 
410 ;  01  ttw  dipsdt  bMika,  19^ 

J)MlMv^Ii  the  8aaala,a  MB  to  praldUtao  dTbw  or 
aoecpttag  a  duDeaie  In  the  DIatrlet  Introdaoed,  tfSS; 
motlTea  tot  Inttadadng  the  bill,  <B8 ;  dlOealfy  of  ob- 
taining wltnoiaei  to  be  provided  Ibr,  4ST;  aneh  law  ihonld 
be  paased  as  would  be  oxeeoted,  S&7 law  of  Ulaaonrl, 
CR;  ftatnrea  of  the  bill,  «B8;  amoadmeat  kat,  IBS; 
•thar  marfmaatuWi  kMt,  IBBt  UB  ordaced  to  the 
tUidtMdlnf,6BI. 

JwaBinf,  aaaMlmffftUr-BMlKam  tbU.  «,  11 

DwoAK,  AuBAinm,  BipnaantatWa  ftoaa  OUo, Ml;  on 
poatpoDlBC  the  ftmrth  tnatalnent,  4T1. 

Dnrttf,  WiLUiJi  0^  KopnaantatlTe  from  Tenneaaee,4; 
OBthedepoaltawlththaBtatea,S19.  Am  Adae^  toL  19. 

Strxtr,  Oioasa  H.,  BepreMntattve  from  Indiana,  481. 

JhUiM,  (UteriminaMnff.^S**  Mm,  vol.  10. 

JhOUt  on  ImporU.—la  the  Boaate,  a  MP  to  tadneo  tho  da- 
ttaa  oa  oertalo  Imperii,  ooDBtdsred,  197;  a  vaadattoa 
talatlTa  to  moiiq*  taoalTad  te  datka,  TU;  Uatorieal 
■tataoMBlor  tho pnUnliiriea  of  tha ooaipwwdaa  aet, 
TO;  romaika  iQr  BaantecB  mBOag  to  too  nattai;  m 
5M/«Mr«e.'rota.l,a,«,4,6,«,7,8,9,10,ll»19. 

MK^  XtaMb  Ai,  oteHNM  «E-Ah  JM«^  ToL  101 


■ 

KwAXM,  JoMK,  B^traaaatattvo  fram  How  T«ri^  MBi 
Ennoi,  YALEBTam,  Bapaaaenlatlte  froai  Kow  Tack,  & 
ITTfrffrrT  nfrrtr^-fmt  tin    Tw  thn fliMtn.aiwiilatlin iih 
ttTotothe  mode  of  oounltog  the  Totea^  IIS;  la^dnff 
ai9oleetotswarelndl8lble,lT9;  rqKii4,U4;  tbo^B- 
n«rorpiooeadlnKpnaedbed,18B;  debato  rolailTo  to  aa 
Tototf  lIkU|M,UM88;  TClM«omta<.iaL 
Aeftos  ^  JWeftet-^         trL  1.  and  JMa^  iA  ^ 

PrtMmUlia  OtMm. 
MMorot  TaUJbt  FrmUmL—m  Mm,  vaL  111 
XUffOUar tff  a Suldm$t»  VoiiURfftos to  a  Aa« 4a lb 

A«aa>fv«  JfiuaaotoMaflk.— i8m  Atei,  toI.  T 
Buioaa,  V.  EL,  Kt^aaaatotlTo  fron  Boath  Cknttn,  dit 
Jto^wvA-AaiiMta^  Tata.  9^  4  ^  aad  JiMta^  viL  1,  Ctai 

Tniifjl  rr. /Iir'f  -   ili.  Mliaawi* 

tinto  tba  iBtrodBotloB  of  BcaaaaOatUtooaalp^ 

<And,181. 

XmUtlmmU,  mteomvffmmtl  tfj—Si»  Imdm,  toL  & 
Xvjon,  Oaoaoa,  BopreeaatatlTO  from  Ualao,  9^  48i;  oadt 
oerann  Hi.  Adama,  981 ;  oa  the  daeooaa  rfTlawtla 
J.  OBrtor,8B8;  on  the  north  eaataia  boondair, CTL  ia 
AdtBV  Tola.  10, 11, 19. 
BnaaR^  HMAoa,  Bu|)iaa»latlio  fram  YmmmA,  tf0^•, 
OB  oaaa  ef  Jamaa  Brawa,  Ml;  «a  niMdaf  aalBrf 
tba1Mlad8tadtoBaBk,Nr;  onOe  Tla^aira^M 
onanatfattalbaak,in;  on  the  SaadBoiia  Wh;  Ot;  a 
TormoatAatt-aaieij  waulattan^ Til.  AaMto^nk 
10,11,19. 

Ewno,  TrntaUE,  ob  the  Tr—eniy  Oroalar,  6T ;  oa  a*  al- 
mlaaton  of  Utahigam,  71, 7T;  on  thoaxpnactagnaito 
Uon,  14S.  S4*  Indtm,  Tola.  11,  U. 

Bwiss,J<MBt  BepnaantatlTO  fram  Xndlaa^da. 
daevTC^ 

JbefaaoA  £4QwonL— A<  Ada^  Tola.  1,  & 
JtoaeaHoa  JdmlNbtr'aMoa.— In  the  Boaao,  a  tnwrMha 
Inqafry  nUttr«  to  t^o  manner  in  whUh  tho  baatoea 
Oe  departmenta  had  been  oondoctod,  mwiaWlafod.  tTt: 
flia  laat  measage  of  Andrew  Jat^aon,  S19;  vhala  be! 
919;  Ua  oareer,  918;  ooBdoet  oa  Prealdeat,  B4;  «aa- 
mtttod many  grlenaaorroia,  Sift;  tBOta»ee  of  C^mo- 
dD^nS;  tho  aeb  of.the  IWdant  aaMllMadlraa 
poopto,  til;  tm  to  Tiimrwiiit  lU;  ■■inlilii.  IN; 
ao  went  aa  won  u  the  lait  aeiaaga,  9IT;  e««dUMa 
aed^ortmonti^91T;  ia  U  tno  or  9dae  ttat  tko  variv 
ExecntlTe  dopartmoBta  hare  been  ooadnotodwtttatfr 
l^aadlntegrl^r  918;  that  la  the  iaan^  918;  lataeew 
aeaoBO  me  of  oommondng  an  attaok  on  tho  oomtog  AA- 
nInlibatlM>,81B;  leaolntton  adoptad,  SUi 

Tho  naolntlon  pndleated  oai  a  alaaao  of  Oa  Pnat 
dertf* Malaga, Mt;  iinii|i1liiiwl  toftom— h— afito 
OiiUnot,  919;  iD  tho  anltoeto  eeBtaniidatod  fer  Inntf- 
gatlon  are  prorldod  tor  by  tb«  Honae  maainiiM.  tV; 
report  at  the  Iaetaeaaion,S90;  thia  b  to  bo  on  «■  ^arti 
proeeo^ngi  99D;  whet  are  the  apeatOeatloMf  9M: 
amendmeat  oflsred,  991. 

Ia  the  gentleman  from  Bfaodo  Uand  pat  kKwmi  aa 
thoehamploD  of  Andiww  Ja^aoa I  911;  dUtlMlM- 
deatwritottiotandatnrpmgwht  9U;  tttaaaU^ 
liiTii^inTT-  •-  -nTm-TTT.  TT:  'Tff- 1  rniriMlTtii  iif 
ytt^  and  XaiM  vpnpitato  to  mahi  HAaBamlBB- 
tlMut  999;  trial cfBoabenltWhltn^. 991;  Urn Ttit 
toTenneaBee,9S8;  11  laiali.Trlij  iinl  laiiii  aa  Impaarh 
meatofUioPreeMeatr  998;  It  b  aaU  thto  la  ofaltaM 
tauilmpeaoliinent,S9t;  all  we  aak  la,  that  a  eoaaaaltlae 
ahonld  enmlM  the  onblroi^  TCootda,  and  piV«a  of  fta 
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GoTatBDunt  In  4II  the  d»p*rtm«Bti,  and  raport,  3S4 ;  It 
vonld  be  to  denjr  thoN  irfBeen  k  trial  Meoidlng  to  the 
Mtt  nlN  of  eiliidiMa  bw.  S»;  ftvtkw  di,\mU,m, 
UT. 

-Wlut  li  Om  rdatlOB  tM  Aatoaw  JsAm  bMn  to 

UwrepmeBtstlrMofthopw^t  m;  no  pne»dNtt  to 
JnitU)rudiKlMi8lU«,SSS;S8l>;  fbrtlior  datwte,  SSI,  fiSS, 
S88 ;  neither  aboM  DM  oMTnptloiu  Witt  be  found  «ziitlng 
In  BUT  department,  987;  th«  relentleaa  oppodtlon  ei- 
UbltMl,8S8;  pAtiiotlsmof  th«FnNldeiU,S88;  impoMl- 
ble  to  ftmaeo  the  dunMer  of  Tu  Bonn's  •draltttatn- 
ttOB,S»;  w  are  ohaifd  with  being  Inllaeiioed  by  the 
■pt^W;  whoanthtiHHtdatf  ttaebuikar  SW;  th« 
ehargeof  InereaMd  ammal  expendftnre,  MO ;  dbargeof 
cMrapUon,  S40 ;  this  Houae  uealted,  MO ;  who  rolea  tbe 
oppodtlon  t  240 ;  who  complains  of  the  Fraaident  t  Ml ; 
the  nation  has  approved  the  oonne  of  the  Prealdont,  Ml ; 
what  Is  to  be  tbe  Attore  f  Ml ;  Van  Bnren  eharged  as 
an  unrper,  MS;  tbe  oppoaltlon  ooatribnted  to  nuke 
bint  PnatdNit,  MS;  the  Owlnn  Utter,  MS;  aappoee  the 
Pmidaat  WM  Jbmibk  to  XnYaa  Bonn,  was  there 
aiVtblDgwmngla  tUir  U8;  bowmado  *  eandtdate, 
M8;  praoUaw  used  to  defe«4  him,  MS. 

'Wbat  doea  tbe  original  resolution  propose  f  S51 ;  do 
precedent  ftir  this  movement  In  parliamentary  history, 
iSl ;  a  repetition  of  <dd  ohaigea,  2B1 ;  tbe  Excenttre  is 
charged  aa  having  broken  every  pledge,  353 ;  eorrsptlon 
■aid  to  exist,  sai;  aUndonB  to  tb«  PresMent,  SU;  bov 
hope  that  tbe  poo^wlll  attend  to  yow  Aaigsi^  M; 
tbospproBoUngadmlBlBtmtloalssBlidtobethsttliinph 
of  lbs  Now  Talk  qpstem,  908;  original  nsohilton  oon< 
enrrsd  In,  SSA. 

J2«<7u«c«  Department.— S»6  htdtas,  vol  L 

Scoecutiv*  Oommmmt  for  thirteenth  Prealdentlal  term, 
8801 

JBtteatttt  Patr<mag9,—St*  I»dm\  ToL  IS. 
JtMOMKM  Pow«rt.—S44  Jnd**,  voL  & 
A^poMottak-^  iMlR^  Tds.  S,  S, 

Jl^torAv  AipsdlttMh— la  flu  Hoase,  tbe  ^opctattai 
for,  considered,  SSS;  motion  to  tednoe  the  ■mcnut  S66; 
a  frigate  sbonld  not  be  employed,  SOC;  the  Uw  ct  tbe 
last  session  anthorfzedffnaU  reasela,  99T ;  impression  on 
barbarians,  258 ;  the  blQ  making  appropriations  to,  con- 
■idered,  039 ;  this  expedition  not  la  existsnoa,  W ;  * 
■^■nto  sppR^risUan  shonld  bo  nutda^  IW  i  flz  the  tfno 
wbon  It  sbonld  ssll,  60Q ;  smeadnaBt  so  to  iMatdaf 
tbe  upeditkm  loat,  UO.  Sf  IntUm,  Tola.  10, 11 

Ajpiwgfag  Aa  Jottnak—Sf  I»dm,^rdL  a. 

Sepunfft^ E»»olvtion,~ln  tbo  Bemte,  notlco  o1;K7;  of- 
fored,  63;  the  resolntlon  considered,  99 ;  three  years 
■tawe  notice  was  given,  M;  views  of  President  Tan  Bu- 
Ton.  100;  tbe  wW  of  tbe  people,  lOD;  a  view  of  tbe  ad- 
ministration  of  President  Jackson,  101 ;  stnte  erf  oar  for- 
eign relstlous,  101;  aaU»  at  hons^  US;  eonstttntlon 
vindleated  from  an  Impatatlon  (rf  more  than  forty  years, 
IM;  tbstrutlwot7«DdpraatleiltnCeBt  (rftho  oonstl- 
tnUoB  shown  to  tba  eoontry,  lOB;  reraml  <tf  pob* 
llo  money  ftoin  the  bank,  108 ;  wisdom  of  the  ttessory 
order,  lOt;  dlfflenltT  with  Franee,  IM;  he  cam*  Into 
oflloe  the  fltat  of  genotals  and  goes  out  tb*  flist  rtates- 
men,  104;  Us  conftdenoo  In  tbo  Oisesmmsot  Hid  oqnl^ 
of  tbe  American  people,  100b 

Bow  was  the  origloal  resolnllon  paissflt  IM;  It  baa 
MM  of  ttaottfeet,io«;  the  PiasldsH  triad  and  oon- 
demned  wltboot  form,  10<;  be  has  not  been  tried  ao- 
«afdlBgtofliapnTlslons<rftheoonstitntlon,10T;  every 
InyhistlTt.  ezeentlTe,  and  Judicial  body  has  a  right  to 
■trik*  eat,  alter,  eraae,  and  correct  ita  reoords,  lOT. 
The  passsga ofthls fsadntlon foneaoB, IfT;  tthangeln 

youxiiu-«o 


pnbUe  atntlmaat,  191 ;  TbglnU  joined  tiie  ftutecal  pro- 
essstOM,  106L 

Importmit  amandmanlt  106L 

ttm  Mssanre  psepoisd  Is  »  violation  of  the  eoMtUar 
tlOB,10B;  lfyoaniv<atpngoapait,yaB0i^o^ngs 
the  whole,  106 ;  Interposition  ot  Bzaontfva  power  has 
made  the  ehangehere,  100;  wbat  la  tbe  pretext  for  this 
enormity  T  100;  a  destiny  In  this  thing,  109;  every 
proposition  of  tbe  original  resolntlon  Ime,  111 ;  tbe 
questions  Involved  to  the  brlgtnal  reeointlon,  US; 
podtltm  InwblfA  Uw  tnasur  stood  prorious  to  ISM; 
lU;  tovosUgatloii  of  tbo  oondltlon  of  the  bank  b  VM, 
'IIS;  q>p<4ntmant  (tf  lb.  Dnaaa,  lU;  power  of  Ike 
PtMUsBt  for  this  net,  lU;  no  aoeetsl^  for  the  fsmoral 
of  tiie  depoelts,  lU;  aasomptton  power  by  the  Prest- 
deat,  114;  powers  of  the  SeDUo,  114;  Impeachment, 
110;  basnot  the  Sonate  power  to  remonstrato  against  am 
Sxecntlve  tunrpetlonTlld;  If  not,  what  are  tbeeonse> 
qnonces?  116;  preocdent  to  Franoa,lU;  pneeduit  ki 
Pennsylvania,  IK;  lAatpatriotle  pmpoee  la  to  be  ae- 
oon^Ushed  by  this  nsehittonf  IIT,  U& 

Ajnore  gmve  and  sdsma  qoaaHoa  nvdjr  pweentod 
to  the  BenBt^llSt  wbowas  the  Frsddentt  lit;  the 
origlnsl  resolution  Is  uEiJnst,  119,  ISO;  It  Is  vneonstlta- 
tlonal,1Sl,  189,193;  bad  the  Senate  any  power  to  adopt 
■aeh  a  rescdutlon  f  IM;  do  the  Ssnato  pnssew  the  power 
of  expunging  IhMa  their  JonmslslUK;  the  word  "keep," 
ISO;  tbo  wwd" expunge"  the aniaprlate one, U8; so* 
thori^itf  lb-.  JeObiBMiiin;  aetton  In  Tiswarhnssm. 
1S8. 

What  bit  wean  eallel  vpon  to  dotlM;  fanttf 
the  resolntlon,  ISO;  the  word  •'eipwiga,*'Ul;  tbe 
Senate  any  sueb  power  over  Its  Joumsl  T  ISl ;  totentloa 
of  the  Journal,  189 ;  tbere  are  matters  of  fiMst  of  wbleh 
the  Journal  is  the  bluest  evidence,  188 ;  tbe  ftlands  of 
the  President  should  preserra  the  resolntlon  ss  a  montf 
ment  of  reproach  to  those  who  participated  in  the  meas- 
ure, 188;  reasons  oflbrod  for  tbe  adoption  of  this  ex- 
pugjog  resolution,  188;  eight  olfored  by  Hie  Borer, 
UA;  It  is  tba  Inherent  rl^  and  pnpertr  efareir  Uib- 
erattve  assembly  to  have  sad  eiprsss  oplttlons  wUeb 
out  be  done  only  by  resolution,  185;  the  rii^ttopass 
the  original  resolution  nnqnestlonsble,  180;  pssaige  oT 
the  original  resolntlon  regretted,  181 ;  the  queatln  one- 
of  power  to  expunge  tbe  Jonmal,  180;  II 111  iislil  lha  insii 
Intlon  centred  Impeachable  matter,  187. 

This  no  ephoseral  trsiisaaUoo,lSI;  imsmbleottfeo- 
thmable,  187 ;  adTlee  to  a  Judge  to  the  British  prevlnoss, 
187;  tbe  oonsUtatton  has  not  laid  down  any  lestrieHon 
^^leible  to  tbe  present  esse,  188;  aa  aanmptloa  to 
say  that  the  Benato  Impeaebed  the  Presldsnt,  188;  the 
set  not  nneoDBtltationd,  186;  Uia  resdotfain  ought  tobe 
expunged  for  Its  Imprt^rlety,  Ha  dangerous  tendsncy. 
Its  iIOo■tlc^  and  Ita  fols^wod,  189 ;  its  imprapriefy,  18» ; 
Us  dsngeions  tendency,  IM;  ltslq)aBtIe«,14iO;  KslUse- 
hbod,l«;  the  Sxecutlve  power,  Ml;  tbe  right  of  re- 
moval  ef  the  deposits,  141 ;  tbe  privilege  and  duty  of 
thePrssMsntiltt;  tba  aot  a  stroke  of  generalship  whMi 
causes  tbe  Usr^  of  New  Orleans  to  look  pale,148;n 
master  strain,  148 ;  tbe  vdee  of  tbe  people  has  eom- 
maoded  na  to  expunge,  148. 

We  abandon  no  ground  we  hare  sesnmed  snd  bsret<v 
fore  snstslned,  144;  ehaneter  of  the  resolution  of  188^ 
144;  power  of  Coi^resB  to  plaee  the  pabbc  trsaaw  ont 
of  tba  ImnedMe  eoatnd  of  the  PraaMent^  MB ;  tto  Iz- 
oenttn  power,  140;  Uie  act  of  vamotal  «aa  Bfrinat  law, 
U< ;  detalta  of  alblr%  Ul ;  dnfy  and  aotlra  of  tba  bank 
ofllMrs,14T;  ehaiges  ezsmlned,  147,  M8;  the  renorsl 
was  to  TlolsUon  of  the  eonsUtntiM,  148 ;  trath  of  the 
■tstement  to  the  resolntitm,  148 ;  oar  ri^t  to  spteod  it 
ontoeiooord,148;  wl^  was  tt  Imgntut  or  IndsilBrts 
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topuitUs  iwolnttmr  UB;  tti*  Baste  hat »  rislit  to 
«Nitlti«inipowMn^ltt;  ttlaal||acted  to  MMBeM 
UUmof  oannre,  UO;  SYwy  tUig  that  «u  nllat  the 
popotar  Mr  nwrted  to  Is  otdor  to  auteln  tida  propowd 
Mt,  100 :  It  ti  Hid  the  Bflnate  it  mmelT*  ollsd  npon  to 
lifndge  Its  own  JoitlM,  161 ;  the  axMioritj  ahonM  well 
wnaldn  this  sot,  IBl ;  fbrther  debate,  151 

Protoat  oftha  Mawchuetta  Baaatora,  US. 

Tba  nfdntloB  to  •xponjia,  iO. 

Itt  «4^lloii,lH;'lla  ezaontion,  1S6;  dlatoibuea  In 
fhe|iUariaa,lM;  tba  dlatatbartoJnn  into  eastody,  167; 
fenMgU  to  tlw  iNtr  of  tha  fianate,  UT;  («mariCB,Ur; 
dladiaigad,  1S7. 

A  reaolatlon  to  oxpoifa  tho  v^nu^lag  tMolstton  o^ 

F 

Tjjmna,  Jen,  Bq^naentatlTa  from  Halna,  8,  MOj  pie- 
aenla  •  ibvaix  potttfam,  ft ;  teatlmoBr  in  tho  oaao  of 
B.  11.  WhitB^,  IBS;  OB  poa^Dlnc  tlw  fimrtb  Inatal- 
nant,  4T«;  on  tha  dieiaai  <tf  J.  GlUff,  68B;  Mt  the 
eaoaaa  of  tba  death  of  CiOuf,  M6;  raai|pia  hb  aaat  in 
the  Honae,  T16. 
AiMi»a  OM  AetBhiNoM-^  IwUr,  rol  12, 
Tabus,  Dodut,  BapMaatatlTe  tnm  If  aw  Taik,  & 
TuBoraioK,  Jamm,  Bepwia»tatlTB  ftom  Haw  Haa^iUia, 
4m. 

$,AmmdmmUnftlUanulUMoik 
TtuMOH,  UELLUtn,  BepreaantatlTe  fhn  How  York,  480; 

on  the  nentraUtrbm,K8;  on  tba  jnoiMO  of  WUUam 

PattetaMi,  7IKL  Aa /ftdeas  toL  IS, 
flMmotal  Afdirt.'^ta  tba  Baaata^  Tariow  bflU  relatlTe  to, 

rtportod,  SBL 

JlMMoW  PoUcy.— In  the  Senate,  raaelntlona  offsred,  n& 
JlMMtof  atafaMMOr-In  the  HoaBa,a  lepert  on  tha  flnanoea 

of  tba  Ooranunaat^  m ;  the  npori^  lU,  189, 
Jbw<»ir«iD  rorfc— In  the  8aiiata,nbai  tn  tbanUaf  «( 

the  aofftFan  bj,  374 ;  tta  bill,  m 
Itofttfth*  Uniied  Stat«*.— S»»  Mm,  ToL  L 
Jlff^r  ^eMer,  nte,  4S8. 

FLBicMn,  laAA.0,  B«praaantatlT«  front  Tennont,  480, 
VunoBSB,  KiGBABD,  B«proaentaUre  tnm  UaMuhnaatti, 

460;  on  tba  Tnaanij  Note  bUl,  006. 
JIarMa  Var.— In  lh«  Honae,  &  reatdntlon  ot  In^nlr;  raU- 
tlTO  to  tha  dalftri)  Ae:,  oSbrad,  485;  aontnlttoa  to  alt 
dnrlnc  tba  laaaaa,  46B;  «onU  not  basin  aooM-,  .488; 
gnat  eiran  committed,  4(0 ;  no  blame  on  the  Secmtarj 
•t  War,  444 ;  this  department  no  cbon  to  ftat  luveatl- 
fatlou,  444;  the  eondaet  of  tUa  war  a  Mot  on  our  repn- 
tatlon,  444 ;  reaolntlon  modified  to  loolode  the  omaai  aa 
waU  aa  the  ftllnrea  In  the  war,  4M. 

A  raaoInOon  of  tnqnlry  nvpeetinft  olfered,  614;  anb- 
)aet  BBder  luTaatlgition  In  Tarlona  inv%  694;  no  so- 
iiiiity.  BIB;  aaaaaa  of  Maia  aiMilnad,  0*5 ;  Inyaatlga- 
tioB  la  HBBBMaTy  now  as  at  anf  time,  049 ;  tha  eommlt- 
taa  698,  BW;  oipUnatlon  of  Oeneral  Jeaop'a  action, 
841. 

Zaaeaa  <«.— Beport  In  fitror  of  nmnneratton  for  losaea, 
861;  ramaftt,88& 

A  bill  making  appropriation  fi>r  the  aopprcadon  ot, 
aoMldarod,  CIT ;  indlapenaabU  this  bQI  abonld  be  penaed 
wMwBt  delqr.dT;  bUleommlttad,  BIT;  sgonenl  ap- 
fM^riaUon  flir  Oa  axpeadltnna  af  the  Indian  aanlaa, 
MT;  «M  this  tha  wnr^pi^TfattoM  dumldba  nadar 
•IT;  tba  war  baaed  on  ■  s<Aemn  treaty  made  with  the 
Ltdlana,  B18 ;  it  is  said  the  people  of  Florida  an  fcttan- 
Ing  on  the  appn^rlaUona,  C18 ;  treaeherf  d  the  Senl- 
aolea,  418;  peenUaritr  of  the  war,  tlB;  polfc?  <a  tba 
Oavanmait  bnmaaai  <1»;  aatandment  Bwrad,  <Uk 


Auendtanit  tnorcd  to  tba  appmpriattoK  bm,  idatin 
to  pajmant  iir  kat  bMHs  nS: 
Armti  OfloiiyaHaa— In  tha  Banrtew»WI  iaiiMiate. 

CMisidered,  T48 ;  motion  to  poa^pona  loot,  T44. 
HerUa  40b4rt.-8t*  InO^ti,  toL  T.  OmoL— £m  Mm, 
ToL  &    aakM.—SM  Mex,  vola.  10, 11,  11.  fiMm- 

paUim  itf.—8M  Indm,  toL  4.  PiutAat*  ^.—Sm  b- 
dmt,  voL  &   WrteUri.~-St  Indta,  toL  & 
Focf*  BueMto%.S9»  Mvt,  toL  10,  PuUie  LamdM. 

Ar(<0»  JBaloMma.— iSm  Mhm,  nda.  4,  fi. 

Fomanx,  Jobx  fi.,  BepreaantatlT* "  ftcm  Ttwmmtm,  i. 

As  AdaasvoLia. 
JibrttJIeaUon  SO.— la  the  &onate,  a  bfU  making  prvrWa 
for  the  wdleotlon  of  matoriAla,  conalderad,  Ul;  tetto 
Information  desired,  191 ;  carrTlnK  oat  tha  plaa  G» 
eral  Barnard,  101;  bill  pamed,  lOL 

In  tha  HowM,  a  UU  r^vo  to^  nniMiilaiaf  IB: 
amendment  oontslning  the  deposit  nlanaa  alinii  oat  N 
the  Senate,  SS8 ;  ahall  we  abandon  onr  Tlawa  af  pekt 
datf  1 8S8;  shaQ  we  mllvr  a  sorplna  to  roMla  ta  ibt 
treasuyrSSi;  House  £sa£reo,8S4;  Bennta  iMfit,  B: 
Honae  refOao  to  recede,  839 ;  report  of  «f 
eonferenoe,  889 ;  debate,  834 ;  House  ndhore^  m.  At 
Indeai,  toL  11 
Foaxn,  Efbuhc  H.,  flenatot  from  Tanneaaea,  K8l 
Foam,  bMSTA^BapraaentatlTafton  How  Tod:,  414 
AwHK  JiMfiilm««&--lB  tbo  Benat^  •  Un  Ibr  tba  pta^sBi- 
mant  o(  reported,  KB ;  road  a  aeeond  time,  6B1 ;  tCai 
hen  at  an  eztraordinarf  omergenoj,  898  ;  nnuaiij  Ir 
reUel^SSS;  three  otUs  nnder  which  Hie  ooouDBSltT  itf 
tin,  809;  this  measnn  proposed  In  order  to  prtntiW 
the  wants  ot  Qoreniment,  8U ;  a  qneetloa  «f  *xft- 
dlency  whether  It  would  not  be  better  to  SBpptr  lit 
wantaof  tha  treaauyftam  other  meaaa,  KM;  ItiiMB 
aoimniant,  BBS;  what  aiat  of  aotaa  tfooa  Oa  Seoah? 
ptopoaa  to  faane  1 8G8>. 

The  state  of  the  treaanrr.SBS;  mon«7-  mmt b* b*- 
rowed  to  make  ont  a  part  tbla  InatalBooiA  V|alb 
854;  If  Congress  Inalstnpon  this  traaafar,  tt  Ma««- 
thori2e  a  loan  to  do  It,  854;  deztaii^  of  the  5«alK 
bam  Haaaadkoaatts,  In  extricating  Umaalf  ttas  U- 
eaUr>8D4;  Ibota  In  regard  to  tUa  UH,  SH ;  the  4^ 
lawaban  tnnsbrttf  the  deposit^ SOB;  ara  wa  boaai 
on  prindpla  to  deposit  this  ftmrth  Instalment}  as :lki 
law  of  ISU  on  traantx  notea,  88B;  tUa  peatyawBK 
ought  tobe  made, 884;  another  en  had  now- ariaan. 81; 
amendment  olRind,  860;  would  duuige  tlw  ameattl 
{ffindplea  and  terms  of  the  deposit  act,  836;  cairiii 
854. 

Historjr  of  tbe  depodt  act,  897;  better  to  cartd 
ezpendltnrea  than  to  stc^  the  poTment  of  tUs  btat 
ment,8Sr;  the  Btataa  hSTa  ahaadr  made  a  4lq*aMm 
of  tha  moBajr,  857 ;  latraufamant  oa^  to  fca  aBvehaL 
BBT. 

Ho  power  In  the  conetltntion  to  raise  mumtj  te  Cht 
mere  pnrpoaeof  depoalting  with  the  aevml  Staler  MS: 
it  would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  new  nalloaa]  debt,  SS ; 
fiir  what  does  the  eonstltnUon  aothorlae  na  to  hosivw 
monej?  856 ;  Toradoos  chanotar  the  SKiplas  ^ML 
868;  Congresi  wUI  never  mska any  reqnfiMaB  to  this 
moner,  858;  bni  psated,  869. 

In  tba  Honaa,  a  UU  to  poatpona  tba  injial  <( 
rapoTtad,  409;  tba  blU  to  poa^OM  aansMan*,  481; 
tbe  object  of  all  these  bllla  Is  to  catablhA  a  Uimaar 
bank,  444;  this  UU  orlglnatea  in  ths  hcsAlltr  af  ^  A4- 
minlatratlon  to  the  deposit  law,  467 ;  ara  tba  rnxgrnM- 
tores  of  this  Ooremment  to  be  raatrieted  now  sre««T 
467;  atotoof  tbatnaBni7,4B7;  baranottha  Btataaa- 
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qalred  ri^te  nsdn  the  ut  of  1S8<^  which  CoagrMi  [ 
eunot  BDnoIf  MT;  iball  vro  aet  about  rartaUtng  ex- 1 
traTSgmiica  T  468 ;  «xtnonUuTj'  expeadltiirM  of  tho  lut 
jeAr,M8;  to  contliiae  tU» act  vlU  cnate  k  <l«bt, 4S8. 

Tho  tnuuiy  buik  alnadf  Mtabliahad,  440;  •spendl- 
toTM  of  the  OonniiieB^  MB;  %  AtHUtmef  la  onr 
iiMUi,48ft 

A  detr  emtnot  wii  temed  betwwk  tke  Btetet  ud 

tiM  OoTcrBBMBt  bj  tbo  ftst  of  US^  «B;  ttte  PVMldeiit 
proposes  nothing  &w  the  relief  of  the  poople,  4T0;  the 
pUnli  to  nuke  thlt  ahud^moBer  GoTenuaent,4TD; 
It  wlU  iDcreoM  execntire  pBtronage,  4T0 ;  the  beglnniag 
of  a  new  tjtUm,  471 ;  emendment  mored,  471. 

Shall  the  Ouvemmciit  boTTOir  monerand  pay  tfala  lo- 
Btalment  1 4T1 ;  doe*  the  Goremineiit  must  the  moMj  ? 
471;  «tat«  of  the  'treunij,  471;  U  It  good  policy  to  de- 
potftthl*  Bwrney  when  th>  GOTBtament  aeeJi  It  t  CI ; 
«spe«titlOB  hae  been  laleed  oa  the  part  of  the  Btatee 
tbikt  the  truebr  vonld  be  made,  tt  !■  tald,  47S;  how  Is 
fheamovt  tobe  nlsed!  4TS;  the  qnratloa  In  nhnll  we 
borrow  money  to  depoalt  with  the  Btateaf  4^;  It  Is 
oald  to  be  a  qaeatlon  of  lUth,  419;  tt  Is  add,  the  ezpen- 
dltnrea  can  bo  BO  rednoed  ae  to  pay  this  instalment, 
471. 

Doei  any  one  fnetend  tU>  tutalm  int  ahalt  neror  be 
paldf  474;  ea&itba  wtthheU  wUhoot  thft  oMurat  vt 
tbo  Btatcsf  4T4;  wbtt  we  the  obngtUoB*  mtliig  wi 
Congreas,  In  the  relation  which  It  holda  to  the  Btate^ 
reUtlTc  to  the  payment  of  thlt  iutalmentf  4T4;  the 
law  of  1SS6,  4T4;  the  propoeltloit  made,  478;  the  re- 
■poDse,  4T& ;  a  dellbente  aadnat  b«tw««i  Ind^pe&dent 
■orerelgDUei^ 

TUi  act  to  not »  eoBttae^  ■>  bH  bean  pretended,  4TB ; 
azplratfon  of  the  law,  478;  to  tba  ftind  niewmy  to 
HMetthewtatiDf  tbea»nnuiieiitr«lS;  Ittonld  the 
Btatea  ban  eeqnlred  ft  Teited  right  In  1^476;  If  fteon- 
tmt,  to  It  UodlnguidT^dT  479;  •  gatnlton*  bailment 
to  th«  Slfttee  on  the  part  of  the  United  Btatoi,  477; 
those  who  oppose,  peirert  the  purposes  of  the  dopodt 
ftet,4TT. 

Wisdom  and  poUey  of  the  di^orit  law,  476;  no  dell- 
denqr  of  yesonreea,  478;  the  StitM  wlO  reoelTo  thto 
fluid  In  bank  blUi,  Imt  the  Qorernmeat  In  eoln,  47& 

OppodUon  ot  the  last  admlntotntlon  to  the  nmsorsa 
weommeadod  to  the  Mf  igii.  480;  the  Mnte  but  ^ 
tem  on  the  collection  of  the  revenne  In  eoln  to  the  trac 
tone,  430 ;  the  bank  system  has  been  aih^ted  from  the 
IbDUdetlon  of  the  Qovemment,  490;  not  a  bill  simply 
to  withhold  the  ibiirth  Instalment,  4S0;  the  General 
GoTenment  no  iRvene  or  paramount  rights  In  thto 
fond  to  the  peo^4St;  itght  that  the  pM^to  ihoold 
bare  any  emiptaa  eirileeied,  481;  It  Is  «ld  dwra  to  no 
mplns,  181 ;  the  eUnee  of  the  deposit  act  ppMesiw 
all  tba  llMtnraa  tS  aoootnet,  4S1;  wa  are  asked  to 
break  thto  contraet,  4S9 ;  and  In  order  to  help  the  ad- 
ministration oat  of  dllfionltlea,  4SB;  dirorae  ot  bank 
and  State  no  new  qoestlon,  48^ ;  sob-Treaaniles,  488 ; 
comparatlTe  safety  of  bank  depostta,  488;  the  true  to- 
Bn«,488;  amendment  nifeoted  In  eommlttae^  484;  ob- 
ject of  Qw  bin,  488;  are  there  no  other  maana  of  re- 
^Icntohlng  th«  treasoiy  f  488;  why  to  tfaare  a  dellda&or 
InthetreasnryT  488;  thepropodUon  to  Bopants  fha  to. 
tweala  tt  Vu  Goramnwat  from  tha  paopla,  4ST ;  eom- 
pelent  for  Goremment  to  create  In  the  form  ot  laws, 
oontraets  ttindlng  on  it,  4S7;  what  to  the  nature  and 
q)lrlt  of  the  act  of  1886  T  487;  the  htttoiy  of  that  act, 
488;  ifhat  action  by  the  Btatea  ensoed  the  paHage  of 
thatUw*48S;  what  to  the  neoeaslty  alleged  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  asanmed  by  thto  bin  ?  488: 

Is  Qm  nation  bonnd  by  eontraet  to  deposit  thto  mon^ 
with  tha  BtatMf  4M;  ottfaato  oTOa  act  «ria88k4Ba; 


what  waa  tba  conaldatation,  and  when  was  the  contract 
oonsnmmatadr  480l 

A  change  oone  orer  the  ajdrtt  of  onr  dream,  480 ;  ca- 
tastrophe has  oome  and  overwhelmed  na,  Ul ;  origin  ci 
tha  deposit  aiaarar^  481 ;  It  U  not  intended  the  Btatee 
•hall  orar  iwdTa  thto  iMtalmenl,  488;  tibe  bUl  to  In  aid 
of  flu  anlhTtaanry  aoheme,  488;  bow  can  eonsem- 
tlTca  Tota  Ar  tUs  HU,  whleb  to  part  <rf  a  lyitam  of  war- 
ftrer48S;  -banks  <m  the  Up," 488;  O*  Fl^  lattai; 
498;  the  erU  which  General  Jackson  did  Ures  after 
Mm,  488. 

ProTloQS  qaastlon  pnt,  484 ;  bUI  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  4M ;  motloa  to  reconsider,  49S. 

The  proTlalona  ^  the  act  of  1888  are  peenllar,  480; 
what  will  be  the  resnlt  of  defeating  thto  bUlT  tiW;  the 
three  Instalments  most  ba  called  back,  489 ;  to  ezeenta 
tha  tow,  tha  flaarataiy  nnat  draw  oontrtbntlons  flon 
the  Btatea,  to  dtotrlbuta  b«&  agahi,  486;  fluthar  n- 
marks,  498;  motion  to  reeonalder,  carried,  488;  amaad- 
meats,  487 ;  UU  passed,  487. 

In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  torther  postpone  the  payment 
oi;  considered,  TOT ;  will  not  one  year's  ftirther  pott- 
poneroent  be  aofflclcntr  TOT;  mored  to  poe^ne  to 
January  lit,  1840;  T08;  pos^osement  can  do  no  harm, 
708;  ebeok  the  Hoasa  to  ltaaxpeadltu«s,786;  nowpso- 
posad  to  nfsa  a  rofwuM  fbr  the  parpoae  of  dtotribatlon, 
T08;  albot  of  tba  act  farstold,  to  bnak  Oa  depoalt 
banks,  or  compel  them  to  crash  their  creditors,  108; 
what  was  the  efflect  of  the  motion  nndw  aoattdeiattoDt 
T09 ;  raising  money  fiir  dtotrlbnUos  nnoonstitntlonal, 
TIO;  the  original  blU  was  not  a  dlstribatlon  set,  710; 
dtotribntlon  reoommended  three  ttmea  by  President 
Jackaon,710;  the  principle  contended  Ibrwas  deposit 
with  tha  Stataa,  where  the  OoTerament  oonU  oom- 
Biaad  It  whan  waatad,  711 ;  PiaaidaBt  Jaekaoa  qnes- 
tbxMd  the  eonatltntlonal  power  at  the  GorenuDsnt  to 
raise  money  for  any  andi  ae^TlS;  econoBiy  of  AdaaM* 
admlntotraUon,  718;  forOiaB drtata,  ni^  714;  bOl  poat> 
poned,71SL 

Fowm,  BiMutx,  RspraaaataHTafrBm  V9W  Jewy,!  At 

Indix,  lO.  18. 

jya»ce,0te4m%oa.— iSM/Kdso^ToLU  Cbm9mUo»  teWk. 
—8t*  Mm,  Tol  IL   lUUatoM  iaMk->aM  /Mtev 
Toto.%^]& 
FrmMitg  iVMhv«-As  MnOm,  Totaw  1,  & 
Fbamkiht,  Wi.LTm  B.,  appointed  CSerk  of  Um  HaaBa,4^ 

401 ;  deeesse  vt,  888. 
iVee  TVads  itfiU  WtASf  Tndtat,  ftA.  7. 
Tratdotn  ef  Con4eleM.—8M  Adcsi,  toL  1. 
Fbbkch,  BioBAan,  BepreseatatlTe  from  Kentncky,  4;  on 
the  ^yproprlatlOB  bU,  90 ;  oa  the  oaasnra  of  lb;  Ad> 
ama,  481. 

JVanM  £blMt<al  SVodA—AaiistfsB^  tcL  t. 
JVawaHJssraaa.— ^i>Mfs«^  ToLBi 
FrmA  B^ftta—j—B»t  Tndtm,  ffA.  1. 
frtnek  8poUatio%K—ltt  the  Boose,  a  motloa  to  print  a  Utt 
at  the  claimants,  88t ;  Intrinalo  Jnstloa     the  clalma, 
884 ;  abstract  of  the  Itot  of  claimants,  885 ;  flMtton  agreed 
to,  889.  ^  IndtK,  roto.  ^  8,  T,  U. 
FnntUn,prvttM4>n  qf.—Sua  JHdM,  ToL  1 
FsT.  J^OOB,  Jr.,  BepicaentattTe  from  Paansylraato,  8|  46IL 
AaWHi.A«w  Aartoii-nSM  AAav  voL  X. 
AffWsa  ffMSfc-nAa  Adsa^  Tota.  8^  8t  i;  AftMsai 
FnuB,  pHno  O,  BepraaawtatlTa  from  Naw  T«k,  t, 
Vvisoa^  WnluM  8.,  Banator  from  Atknaai,  8Bb  >M 


6 

OALtBAiCT,  Joax,  BapTsaaatatlTe  from  Faaaa^nato,  S; 
oanotasofUaltedBtattaBaiik,llfc  AMJMflR,ToLl& 
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Gaues  a  Bmavox  ttteUd  PHnlmn.—Sea  Ii*den,  toIi.  6, 7. 
GuLVT,  Auux,  SepnsenUtlTfl  from  New  York,  40Ql 
OAit.Ain>,  Jamm,  BeprcsentoHTO  from  Tliglnla,  8;  MO ;  tea* 
ttBu»rlii  tlwMMtf  SLtLirUtneriAlK;  on  dapoattB 
witb  tha  Btat«,nO;  on  pM^MmlBf  tb*  fkmrth IwUl- 

iiuBt,4n. 

flABUMD,  Bum,  BeprCBontatlTe  from  Lonlstuut,  4, 4S1 ;  on 
tKMW?  itotoa,  <Wr.  <Ss4  /»(fe0,  toL  13. 
-  Oasuitd,  Hugh      chcmn  Olcrk,  090. 
ffmural,  OommUtttry'.—SM  TncUte,  toL  13. 
Om*ral  Wel/ar«.—S«s  Indma,  roL  1. 
OMrgta,  Tot«  tor  Frratdont  In  18U,  880. 

8,9.  Protat,r6Lm 
&ert»m  Lamgvaffe,  law*  in,—SM  IndeiB,  vol  2. 
Gkouoit,  B.  J.,  BepreoentatlTe  from  HiMtailpfil,  M8,  400 ; 

on  (lie  urest  of  B.  IL  Whitaer,  M8;  ni  tho  HluWppI 

oleettoo,  031. 

OiDDmot,  JoemrA  S.,  Beprosentsttro  from  Ohio,  080. 
QiLUT,  Baxbou      BcpzwanUUTO  from  New  ToA,  8;  on 

»  soana  In  the  eonunlttM  room,  MS.  <Sm  ladta,  toL  IS. 
OuMOOs,  Taoiua,  Bapnaaatatin  from  Oeotgla,  4,  400; 

n  Oia  norM*  Vh;  400^  OA. 
OoLvasonotroH,  BoBxn  H.,  deoMM  ot,  00.  ^  7f»d«e,  toI. 

11 

OOODI,  PatUOk  O.,  BeprewQt&ttTe  from  Ohio,  46L 
GoKiWF,         ,  hli  propooltion  for  m  Buh-l^uniy  in  1389^ 
DS& 

thpammen*  JI«o«fMri^In  the  Houm,  &  bill  rtgalatlng  the 

dntlea  oC  raportod,  484. 
OuBAK,  Sutm,  BapreaentatlTa  from  North  Caxdlitt,  I, 

400.  A«Ad«^ToL18. 
OnAHlx,  WiLUAX,  BepreuntAtlTe  from  Indluik,  40L 
Gkavqib,  FmAsom,  BBpieaeDtetiTe  from  New  Yorl:,  8;  on 

slaverr  petitlona,  10;  on  reoelTlng  a  petition  from 

aliiTes,  308;  Totea  for  u  Vice  President,  379. 
QnAar,  *—mf»  P.,  BepreaentatlTa  from  New  Yorlc,  4fl0. 
OiAVTLAifn,  Bu.mw,  BepteaentatlTe  from  OeMgla,  400. 
OunoK,  'Whjjum  J.,  BapMiantatlTa  ftvm  Sonth  OaroHna, 

8L  AaAdM^ToLll. 
OiATV,  WiuuM  J.,  BepraaeaUtlTe  from  KaatudEr,  4, 400. 
Out,  Hizam,  BapraaentatlTO  from  New  Tod;  480;  on  a 

TOta  of  thankB  to  tb*  Speaker,  TTOl 
Great  SrUatn,  rttaUatory  mtamtrm  ml— iSm  IikUk, 

TOLL 

Gr^eJu,  aid  to  Vu.—Sm  Indtm,  vob.  T,  S. 

Onmu,  Gioua,  Jr.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Uuaaohnaetts, 

a,  40a  8*4  I*4Um,  TOla.  10, 11, 13. 
OnivFni,  Joa>  K.,  SapiaiairtattTe  from  Boalli  CanUna,  t, 

400. 

Gsinn>T,  Fkux,  on  tbe  admlaalon  of  Ulohigan,  65, 69, 70,  T3, 
IB;  on  election  of  Preddent  and  Vice  President,  184, 
180 ;  OB  the  Prealdanfa  InanirnTation,  SOI ;  Senator  from 
Tenneasee,  889;  on  abolition  petitlona,  000;  on  the  de- 
ceaM  of  L  HcEim,  066;  on  Imprisonment  for  dob^  084, 

OtuKemoIo,  (RlMfon  (o.— &«  JttdmB,  1L 


^n^eos  Corpu*,  «w«penrioit  ^— vSlw  Indett,  toU.  8,  & 
Halbt,  Eusha,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Connaetlont,  8, 480. 
Hall,  Hium,  BepreaantattTa  from  Veraton^  1, 480.  3m 

Adaa^ToLlS. 
Hau,  Janra,  BapreantatlTa  fton  Slalao,  & 
Haubt,  Nuta,  tn  poa^HmlBg  tha  ftarth  luUnea^  470 ; 

on  the  northern  frontier,  034. 
Haimks,  VtuiAic,  BepreaentatlTe  from  N«w  JanajTi  MO ; 

on  tba  Trees  0T7  Note  bin,  090. 


Hakbs,  Tbokab      Bcpreaentatlre  from  Ohio,  <  4(1 ;  « 

the  ExecntlTe  admlnlstrktipn,  339 ;  on  a  aceaa  ia  ths 

oommtttee  room,  384.  8»«  Indta,  toL  IS, 
BAio&nnr,  AisxAnn,  Stpvrt  ^  aa  BaenHmrjf  tf  a« 

nwat«PV--HSH  hkdm,  Td.  1,  TVaoewy, 
HAHxoirn,  Jaxm  H.,  Beprcsentatlre  from  Sooth  OarofiK. 

8,  400 ;  on  slaTorj  petitions,  h. 
Hakhwab,  Sdwaxd  a.,  RepreeentAtlTa  (kom  Indiana,  4; 

on  Am  BneittlTe  adndnMnUoH,  881.  Aa  T«t. 

IS. 

HAms,  GnnoK,  BepraaantatlTO  from  Now  T«c^  %.  Sm 

Makois,  BnwAimt,  BapiweiitaaTB  ftcmKaiteafcy,  4  Sk 

Habus,  JAUa,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Eentaekj,  *,  461. 
Barmony  i»  Indiana. — Sm  Jhdea,  yqL  8. 
HAsm,  AuxAXDxn,  Be^osentatlTe  frvm  Ohio,  46L 
Haxpzb,  jAiota,  BepreaentatlTe  from  PennsjrlTaals,  & 
Hauiboit,  Albxbt  0.,  BepresentatlTe  ttom  Mlasooil  t. 
401. 

Habuboi^  Sajotzl  S.,  B^ieaenttttT*  from  Penuajlisy^ 

&  AaAde^ToLlS. 
HuuMur,  WruiAX  H.,  TOtaa  flw  aa  Praddaai^  IHl 
HABtm,  WtLUAx  B.,  BepresentatlTe  from  IfaMaehwCb. 

400. 

HAwn,  Albhbt  BqtreseatatlTe  from  Kentnckr,  4;  m 
dlstrlbntlon  of  proceeds  of  land  aalea,  U ;  oa  repatt  m 
aboUtlon  petitlon^  Sk  iSbe /ndeo),  toIs.  11,  13l 

Hawks,  BioHAXt),  BepresentatlTe  from  Kentadc^,  40B. 

HAwzuii,  MioAJAH  BepseaoitatlTe  from  N<«th  OnB- 
B%a^Mk  AaAdiR^ Tola.  18^11.19. 

HATiiB,OBASU»EnBepresont*tlT»ftaai  a«nla,<4B; 
on  the  deeesse  of  John  Coffoe,  SIl ;  on  reeetTtog  a  pcti- 
tton  ttmn  BlATee,  S88 ;  on  ttie  Seminole  Ww,  6l9t. 

JTaj/U.—Iu  the  Ilonse,  the  Munmlttee  on  openlaK  intent 
tlonsl  relatlona  with,  dlseharfed,  T0& 

Beathmt,  propaffoUng  tte  ffospel  oflMmf.— iSw  Ate 
Tol.7. 

Hbstek,  Wn.LiA>c  BepreeentAtire  from  Pean^^ra^  1 

^Ade^Tola.11,11 
AvV,  .AmertooML-^iSM  Jwlai^  Ttd.  T. 
HuisKBSOK,  Joasps,  SepiesentaUTe  from  PeD&q^faais,  1 

Bat  Indta,  vol.  13. 
RiKDnaoR,  Fkasoib,  Jr^  O*  ooes  qft— £m  iadsa^  tsL  7. 
Hbmducks,  Viluax,  on  the  expnafing  reaoiBtlsa»  Ut 

8m  IndM,  Tol.  11. 
Hkmkt,  Tbomas,  BepreaentatlTe  Awn  PeansjlTanlB,  48L 
HaaBOD,  William,  BepreaentatlTe  tnm  ladtaa^  481. 

Hoax,  ,oa  deposits  with  the  Btat«^  888. 

HoMMoa,  Bbbbooa,  jmNNok  4<— >8«  AAsB^  ToL  & 
HomiAir,  Ooszir,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  Totk,  489;  aa 

the  SQb-Tressni7,  628;  oa  treaanry  notes,  6M. 
HoLBKT,  EoPEnm,  BepresentatlTe  from  Georgia,  *,  488;  aa 

neutral  reUUona,  08L 
Holt,  Okik,  BepresentatlTe  from  CennMUcnt,  480l 
MofM  DepartatmL—Sm  Indtm,  toL  6^  and  /■daK^roL  U 

BbmMm  DtparlmmL 
JSbau  J(iiM(fb<8iHW  In  tta  Awsa.— TCL  & 
JZMwn    Oa  .BMML-nSM  Atba^  ToL  8. 
HoTxm,  G.  W.,  BepresenUdT*  from  Tliglnla,    488;  oa 

the  Treasnrr  Note  bill,  618. 
Bbm4t,  Ms  §toop  <^var.—BM  Indm,  toL  10. 
Eortu  lottimlht  StmtitoU  War.—si»  Tndtx,  toL  7. 
ZIbvMoonnnes  At  1st  session  of  Uth  Congress  8;  a^onraa 

St  dose  of  Maseslon  of  84th  Congrsai^  44;  osqtobss  at 

3d  sesaiim  <rfMtb  Ckmgresa^  8U>;  emiTaMa  at  extra  aea- 

altn  of  1887, 488 ;  acUonnn  at  doaa  «f  lat  asHloa  «r  99a 

Congrees,  Ma 

HorsToir,  Om  Sauvzl,  tte  ooas  <^.—3»*  Titdem,  toL  II. 
HowAU),  BsKfAins  C,  Repr«scBtstlTe  tnai  ItaiTiuul,  S, 
400;  reports  on  relatlona  with  Haxleo^  818;  ea  Flaaeh 
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^Uttoiw,8M;  ntotfreto  thsawtlun  ftoBttar,  aS4;  | 
Ml  BMtnl  MlaikNM^  Ut,  flBT;  en  th*  itnma  «f  Imh  I 
lCeSIm,ttB;  o» rtwginlMtkiii  at tfc>  «aT7,  TO. 
BoviLL,  CoABixt,  E«preMDtmUT«  from  Otalo,  4 
HusBABD,  Hbhbt,  on  th«  tMMiirj'  dnnlar,  M;  Bnitor 
bom  Nev  Eunpshln,  8S9 ;  on  Qw  fab-Trnaarj',  419 ; 
on  aboUtloa  p«tItlotia,  059;  on  Ur.  Callioaii'a  kmIq- 
ttonti&Bl;  on  dnsUIng,  6CT;  on  public  landa,  Ml.  J5«t 
Zkdem,  TolB.  1«,  11. 11 
H0BLXT,  Edwau  IL,  S»gtmaauan  from  PenntrlnnK 

HinR^  Hduk  Rtpr— nUllT*  ftwn  New  Torit,  S. 
Bmno,  R.  U.  T.,  BopmontatlTa  from  TtistaU,  tfO;  «n 

Uto  tab-Trmtaij,  MT. 
Hnm,  WiLLLiji  EL,  BopntoatatiTa  from  Ofalo,4«L 
HuvmiaToff,  Abkl,  BoprtaantitlTO  from  Hsw  Totk,  t, 

Sm  IndtaSy  roL  13. 
nvMiuuit,  Adah,  BopreientattTO  from  Twawwe,  4;  ml 

tbe  rocognltlon  of  Tozu,  8S& 

wipowJ  flwttory  ^^—Bit  Jhdmi,  toI  Ml 


1 

JB*»oU,  Tot«  for  FiMldont  tn  ISSfl,  SSQ. 
Imp«acfim«nt.—8««  Indtm,  Tida.  8, 10, 
ImporU-S**  DvUtt  on  Anportli. 
A)q)r<KNMit«tU jt>r  /Mt,-^  7tMl«B,  robi  7,  8, 9,  IS. 
/mfrf«oiHMii(;bri)«ML— In  Uie  Stiute,  panig*  of  tho  UU, 
6H. 

■fiMMxftofy  fwMfaolfwML— A»  iii^i^  yoL  la. 
Adt0Mi4)loaMM  «fr^rntg»m%r-8i*  Mm,  toL  fli 
AtfMMiAIr  /w  iQMNaffMUb— A*  Jnd4m,  toL  1,  0r«at 

Jt)(I«p«nd«fU  ZVM««r|r  JUUL— In  tho  Benate,  a  bill  for,  efak, 
oottsldered,  874 ;  ■meudnuint  otforod,  BT4 ;  a  salOoet  of 
great  Importaoee,  ST4 ;  reasou  for  not  eDpportlii{  tho 
unendmont,  S7fi ;  tho  tnanuj  oidor  luu  cxertod  a  moat 
■olatarr  iBAneaw,  819;  the  noot  ahufv  In  aflUn  re< 
^nlrHftdancalatbepoUqr  of  tbe  teat  admlalitratton 
from  tbe  deposit  banks  to  the  anb-Treaaur;,  875;  course 
of  tbe  banks  Mvardlj  and  treacherons,  810;  tbe  deposit 
■jatemafonare,S7S;  Is  the  proposed  Bfetem  praetlos- 
blef87e;  this  Is  no  Gorermnsnt,  If  It  has  not  the  pover 
■within  Itself  to  nanago  tbe  finances,  8TT;  bow  will  the 
pmpoaed  niMHim  afltet  tbe  paper  tbe  State  bankaf 
SIT ;  win  canaa  a  eomplete  aeparatknt  of  tbe  Ooreni- 
nent  ft«m  tbe  banks,  ST9 ;  vbst  bare  been  the  fruits  of 
tha  OMineetionflf  bank  and  statet  VIS;  flie  basks  ban 
beeome  an  element  (rfpollticsl  power,  8TBL 

This  scheme  la  the  moat  alannlng  prc^msltlon  that  bu 
ever  been  presented  to  the  American  mind,  880 ;  tt  pro- 
poses to  separata  yxinr  fortnnes  from  those  of  tbe  great 
bodr  <tf  tbe  peo^  M);  •  meanro  most  naxtons  to  tbe 
West,  881 ;  eosseqaeoeee  that  most  result  from  tbe 
roses  nre,  881. 

AflridBaftiweoaBlrj',881;  wbat doM tt  bahoore na 
to  do  in  tbe  present  azlgaieff  881;  Ba  anyotjeetluw 
qiply  to  tbe  present  measure  f  8Q ;  Ita  sbi^dtjr,  8SS ; 
decision  of  time  In  Its  bebaU^  88S ;  the  Goremment  can- 
not eootlnne  ber  eoniwetlon  witb  banka  wltbost  stlmu- 
latlng  their  foctlUona  credit,  888 ;  union  of  tbe  Gorem- 
ment with  tbe  banks  tttnnlates  tbe  natural  erlls  of  the 
banking  ^stenii  881 

The  nusUent  antldpnted  mneh  direnltj  of  opinion 
en  this  Kibjeet,  881 ;  banks  sa  able  as  ever  to  perform 
tbe  duties  required  of  tbem,  884;  dlrone  of  bank  and 
state  a  mere  cstdi  pbrsse,  SS4;  It  strikes  at  the  founda- 
tion of  tbe  eredit  ^tem,  864;  gives  to  tbe  people  a  de- 
prselat«denmBiqr,8eB;  It  wUl  flMOf  deprira  tbem  of 


tuf  tammey  adequate  to  oanr  on  tbe  business  of  the 
oommultr,  8SB;  tendescjr  to  bring  tbe  eonntry  to  an 
nnlailTa  metslllo  ennanqr,  a  moat  nasafo  and 
dansnraoi  nnka,  868;  daagw  la  tha  aebame  frmn  tba 
appointment  of  Ita  offlests^  888;  efaij  fiwt  goea  against 
tbe  system,  S8& 

TbeUDdedareatiMdlTOroerSST;  It  restores  tbe  «ur- 
rener  ^  tbe  eonstltntlon,  887 ;  great  political,  peennlsi7, 
aad moral  btUs  bare  flowed  from  the  departure,  887; 
the  monoTod  losses  to  the  GoTemment  from  tbe  use  of 
bank  notes,  837;  I  am  asked  If  I  would  lose  oonBdsnee 
In  an  stoamboata  If  one  or  two  should  blow  op,  888;  tbe 
dvaf  nanmptlMi  wm  b«  adsr  of  peril  aaddiitbta 
manr,  888 ;  banks  of  drealatlon  a»  bHka  of  bamrd  anA 
foUnr«,88B;  tbe  power  of  a  fow  banks  orar  the  wholes 
880;  what  apo1og7  for  losing  tbe  predsa  adrantaga  for 
whld  the  eonstltution  was  frsmed,  889 ;  the  moral  riew 
ortheqne8tlonobTlons,889;  what  la  tbe  obstscla  to  tba 
adc^on  of  this  measure  f  800;  tbe  first  petltkm  to 
.  Owgress  for  a  bank,  880 ;  report  of  the  committee  on  It, 
880;  origin  of  banking  in  this  ooantry,  800;  what  does 
tta  Pnddail  iwomaead  r  888;  tfca  iliW  and  obUfitkn 
ef  flu  Ooremment  to  ke^  ita  own  tnoaer,  881 ;  enm- 
plaefEn^and,891;  example  of  the  eonfodemdon,  881; 
the  nature  of  the  UU,  891 ;  capadtfof  theoonntrjto 
ftambb  tbe  qnantllT  of  gold  and  sUver,  898 ;  evldonoes, 
898;  specie  drenlation  of  Fnnoe,  898;  taunted  with 
treaanrj' note^  888;  views  of  Bonaparte,  898;  change  la 
Fraaoe,  884;  eflM*  ot  the  pi^er  system  of  England, 
894;  tha  aBwadmaat  ^oposed,  89S;  ot^MtlMia,  886 ; 
soma  anppoae  It  irtn  be  ■  great  Iq)ni7  to  tbe  local  baaki^ 
888;  olijeetfoos  to  th«  tknflier  nsa  of  b«A  Dotea,888; 
Ibia  la  a  maisara  worthy  to  be  caned  reformation,  897. 

Two  plana  before  tbe  Benala,  887;  a  new  experiment, 
898;  Imperial  preoedenti^  89S;  eaases  of  tbe  present 
distrees,  898;  treanry  order,  899;  tbe  United  States 
Bank,  889, 400, 401 ;  tbe  present  queatlon,  403 ;  the  per- 
petual and  gratuitous  intiodnotlon  of  the  banl^40a; 
who  will  support  mj  propoeltloa  1  4M;  thU  sab-TreM- 
nryidi«iwintbeH<raMlnl884,40S;  tbetfoomeftka 
fctan,  484;  tba  parii  404;  the  pMolin  aniiBaa  ^  on 
distress,  40B;  evil  under  wbleb  tbe  ooontiy  labors  la  the 
suspsnsloB  of  the  banks,  405;  the  system  of  measaiea 
proposed  by  the  admlulstration,  examined,  4<K>;  why 
this  new  experiment  f  406 ;  no  prudent  Govenunent  will 
long  run  eonntor  to  tbe  hablta  of  the  people,  408;  lasa- 
eitrityoftbemeaaare,48l;  UablHty  to  fovorttls^M; 
ttia  aald,aoBieeallTalinovw«i^407;  nnlraoftha 
parse  and  the  sword,  40T. 

It  la  nU,  the  bin  win  tnoraaae  ExeootlTe  patroMge, 
409;  letter  from  the  Seraith  Taid  Buk,  V«w  Teck, 
409;  dangarona  tandaadse  of  flwdapoatt  9atem,488: 
Ex  oca  tire  patronage,  410;  flu  Praeident  agidnst  tbe  «• 
tension  of  patronage,  411 ;  It  la  aald  this  Un  establishes  a 
treasury  bank,  4U ;  that  U  win  dlvona  the  Government 
ft«mthepaopla^4tt;  whattoOe  praaaatlawt  418;  It 
b  laU,  tha  tenu,  "dlvofW  of  bank  and  atata,"  an  p<^ 
star  antdbWOKd^  W;  tbe  Stale  ba^wlU  be  whan 
they  wwa  bafon  the  removal  ef  the  depoait%  418;  tUi 
measniv  wm  prove  a  fountain  of  wealth  and  proapsrity 
to  the  South,  418L 

STothlng  in  all  these  meaaarea  for  the  relief  of  the 
country,  414;  bow  has  this  question  arlaenT  414;  por- 
tion of  the  adudnlstratton  when  two  montha  otd,4U; 
teadaaoyof  tba  Mam^ta  and  bin  to  aboUih  a  naefU 
pewar  of  Om  G«T«nmant,  419 ;  the  Aarasteilallo  of  tUt 
«Ab  Is  distress,  418;  the  ringle  otdaet  of  thasa  usm> 
una  la  the  relMof  die  Govamant,  418;  two  pwpsal 
tiona  to  be  maintained,  418;  duty  of  theOovemmeatto 
see  a  prt^r  paper  onrrency  maintained,  418 ;  position 
«f  thenamb«ftMa  BonthOanUanMi  baafc,ar; 
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explkaotton,  41T;  the  Mil  and  utMndmento  Aeaj  In  sub-  | 
ataaeo  tt  hw  vij  dntf  Mtineetod  wltlt  the  oamnc^  be-  | 
yond  the  regiilitlon  of  tfati  ooiiu,  41T ;  tbls  \a  not  true, 
41T;  wliAtiMuiuw  does  the  MMBageneommeiidf  418; 
■bin  one  of  tlw  great  powen  at  the  eonatltntioB  be  now 
HUMidend  IbnTuf  4lS;  Qia  Stata  tnnka,  ilS;  this 
prqjMt  li  in  trtfj  reqwot  otJeotlonaUo,  419;  tgaliist 
■11  our  nngat  ud  IwUts,  4U. 

Tkls  Un,  If  carried  Into  effect,  cannot  ftO  to  rellere 
OoTcnmunt^  41ff ;  Ita  eSfeetB,41B;  an  otjectton  by 
tiankt  to  fba  reoeptlon  of  the  depoalta,  420;  It  Is  ottJoot- 
«d  to  thla  bill,  that  It  provides  Ibr  the  oolleetlon  at  the 
NTanaeaof  the  GoranmeDtliigoldaDdBUTer,4SO;  that 
ttnpealatbedeporit1iankact,«l;  ttutt  Uereat«s  one 

for  the  OoTerDment  and  another  Ah-  the  poo- 1 
1fi»,  4X1 ;  tbat  It  diTonm  tlia  OoramiiMiit  front  tba 
UBki,4n;  anthewiiMasamlooktoSw  vdlef  of  the 
Qorenmeut  and  the  people,  421 

The  eommerdal  and  manobctorlng  elaaaea  mffering 
tinder  a  periodleal  presanre,  ;  hlatory  of  the  oonntrj 
In  thie  iwpeot,  429;  whence  this  eternal  vldBtltnde  In 
thebaatneaacfthecoantiyT  493;  canaea,^tiS;  the 
jReaant  dbtnaa  laeTftable,  424;  evils  of  ■  ndudant 
paper  olMnlatlOQ  ao/w  manlhet,  494;  the  bmki  ban  dl- 
TOreMl  tha  OonmiMat  from  tbaoMlvas,  dH ;  wo  are 
Vow  entlraljr  free  to  determine  what  thail  be  done  with 
tt*  pnbUe  moner.'  494;  a  national  bank,  434;  would 
net  a  bank  ooBtroI  and  regnlate  the  lasaes  of  the  State 
bonhsT  W;  mlatake  In  regard  to  the  deposit  banks,  439; 
no  eonfldence  In  the  deposit  banks,  4M;  when  a  bank 
ftUa,wbo>n<brt  1M;  the  deluge  of  sbln^Usten, ««; 
If  jm  double  the  drailatloQ  jaa  doable  the  price  of  ir- 
tldet,dn;  thobMAa  in  BOW  In  til*  power  of  flto  State 
Goremmenta,  497;  the  union  between  the  banks  and 
the  traasnrr  not  to  bo  restored,  428;  the  dlrOTce 
ahonld  be  petpetoal,  493;  power  of  the  Secretary  over 
these  banks.  If  he  was  dlqMsed  to  exert  an  Improper  In- 
flnence,  4S6 ;  a  leagne  of  associated  banks  might  be  more 
dangerona  than  a  national  bank,  423;  the  present  bill, 
489 ;  the  ame admen t,  4iS8 ;  the  flwds  reeelTabIa,  429i 

TUa  fbroahm  wiite*  on  tba  IntUnthiM  of  tha  eona- 
Itj  to  b*  depiveatad,  419. 

Beaaona  In  Hwor  tt  the  HieaaiiKi,  480 ;  flw  Goremment 
dependent  on  the  banks,  if  they  aro  made  depoettories, 
4M;  henee  the  nncertalntj  ct  Its  financial  aflUra,  4S1 ; 
Indebtodnea  to  England,  481 ;  a  naUMial  bank  wonld 
hare  been  overwhelmed,  481 ;  the  moTementa  of  eartaln 
preisea  derotod  to  the  banks,  481 ;  conaeqnenoe  of  the 
connectloB  of  tb«  OoTeminent  and  the  banks  ftir  the 
laat  ftw  yaoi,  481 ;  tba  cboloa  la  brtwaan  a  flaeal  agency 
aad  »  aatloml  baak,  Ml 

Three  measoies  propoaed  by  this  bin,  4S9;  obifoetB  to 
b«  aoeorapHihed  by  them,  4011;  aeearlty  In  keeping  the 
pnblle  treasure,  4SI;  to  provide  a  cnrrency  of  gold  and 
dlTcr,  488 ;  the  entire  expulsion  of  p^ter  not  contended 
Ibr,  4S8;  the  ratio  of  the  mixture  of  paper  and  cotn  re- 
dnoed  to  three  cbuses,  488 ;  q>plled  to  the  enneikqy  of 
the  wboto  oonntry,  484;  this  meants  wlB  dastn^  the 
pnipaMdob]Mt,4H;  tendaiiey  of  paper  t»  aipal  eola, 
4M;  ItaofltatMiaiiilzadoarraiNy  rftbBeoiiiitiy,48t(; 
tt  to  aald,  by  requiring  payments  In  coin  to  the  Goram- 
meat,  yon  compel  Its  dreulatlon,  4SD;  experience  at 
present,  4SS;  Cmgrma  bonnd  to  ftirolah  a  sound cnr- 
renoyofcoln  and  paperto  the  people,  48C;  power  gtvea 
In  the  constitution  to  regulate  commerce  and  the  stand- 
arda  of  yalne  and  qoantity,  488 ;  power  to  coin  mmiey, 
and  for  what  purpoee,  488;  the  oooaeqaence  of  the  ez- 
kteaee  of  Oto  powA  and  Iho  ooMtttothnal  dn^,  487 ; 
da^of  CoDgren  to  regntaU  thalMw  of  bank  aotaa, 

m. 

llMtaria  propeaeCby  a*  nanea  OoBUBitlii^  soEHB- 


lned,4ST;  the  flnt  Un  to  postpone  th*  taithtoatal- 
ment,  48T ;  the  second,  to  tssae  treamiy  noto^  419 ;  tl* 
third,  to  extend  merchants' bond^  4Sfct;  fbiuth,  to  cHuk: 
the  time  to  the  deposit  banks  for  i^jMtfiunJ,  40;  fe 
thla  flngetttaiff  the  snfferlsg  bimsia  of  tb*  ■■— -— "-j 
lnoarazdntfToeateoftbaO*mBnaBtf  4n;  wlrt^ 
these  measures  amonnt  to  for  reBef?  dSt;  wtowsaf  ^ 
UMssge,4»;  tbe  crMsoaeof  deep  lBlacaol,44i:  MSa- 
ral  to  Inquire  Into  the  causes,  440;  oeitala  saamal  p^ 
tlons  cODoeded  by  all,  441 ;  Inllnanea  of  tho  pmaeat  bC 
on  the  treasurr,  441 ;  give  the  treasury  pezfeet  cDro—ri 
of  its  mean^  441 ;  relieve  the  troasni7  from  the  iiiiwi 
■Ity  rfaslng  Its  meaastosutalB  tba.cndlt  of  dMboBk^ 
449;  caose  a  perfect  uniformity  in  tba  tsIoa  at  the  ocl 
leoUoBB  and  dUmMemaata  of  tha  trcaaaiT,  441 ;  wM 
ODforffirahle  Inflaenees  wHl  foQow  (hKn  this  Mn.4<*:la- 
flneocos  of  the  measore  i^on  OoTeramn^  40;  Aas  &s 
legislation  of  Congrese  from  bank  Inflneaee,  40;  dfoet 
of  this  messnre  upon  the  banks,  444 ;  it  la  anid,  tt 
destroy  these  Instltuttoas,  444 ;  the  banka  wonU  be  b» 
eflted  In  erery  light,  440. 

Amendment,  449 ;  adopted,  449;  ameBdaacai  asaor- 
Ung  reoeptloB  of  eotalB  bank  UBa,  loa^  40;  etiw 
amaadiBeBt^44d;  blQ  ordered  to  third  naOav;  4M. 

An  apprehensIoB  the  dlvoiee  would  cripple  the  basks, 
448;  efllHtof  tho  amendiBeB^itO;  (ladnal  chaags  to 
themode  of  coUectl<»,44T;  Ooreimaeaitaheqtdbe  A 
to  command  its  own  faaSa,  447 ;  ftutber  le^ifc^  W: 
UU  passed,  443. 

Immediate  censes  of  our  distress  arise  front  tlMtpcca- 
liar  systam  of  credit  and  ourronoy  enlarged  aa  cxto- 
■iTsly  In  tUs  couQtiy  and  EogUnd,  OH  ;  ikfa^Om  ft 
those  who  d«pend  npon  this  system  to  lean  tm  Gam- 
ment,  021 ;  the  sUghtast  Irregular  moTcmsBl  of  6o*ot- 
ment  prodoess  a  shodc,  SSI ;  eontraoHoB  of  wfifaWfif 
and  banks^  UtS ;  GoTemnest  la  a  peenliar  peritloB  s» 
der  the  suspension  of  specie  paymenta,  059;  faowdaB 
you  reunite  the  Government  and  the  banks  t  C99;tkR( 
altenlaUve^  139;  tnflacnoe  (rf banks  and  of  IndiTfdeila 
b2S;  the  pri^osltlon  salnnltted  In  ISU^  BBS;  lemarb 
CM. 

TUaUU  vloUtea  the  coiMtitatkm,  596;  saldta  be  w 
DOW  proposition,  898;  prorlalons  of  the  fain,  IB*:  if  tht 
bin  pasaaa,  the  Btoaey  of  Qie  paoplo  woald  aaC  beaft^ 

626;  In  tho  midst  of  a  great  oommenialrevolBtlH^CC7; 
how  can  we  exerolse  the  powers  flTen  na  by  the  eooati- 
tlon,  and  remould  the  fiscal  action  it  the  GermoBeBt, 
BO  as  to  relieve  tho  oovntry  of  Its  snffieringsf  6n;BBdtr 
oar  banking  policy,  the  banks  have  the  exdarive  ri^ 
of  making  paper  numey,  and  their  paper  only  reeetred 
for  public  daes,  097;  under  the  neory  Jmf,  they  (h«w 
higher  Interest  than  the  o^t«Uat,S8S;  theMHSsdar- 
tlflclal  laws  of  expansion  and  owttwietlen,  (MS;  IT  tb* 
Btate  goTemments  will  have  a  p^>er  oarrency,  this  ii 
the  safhat  mode,  628 ;  nerer  wish  to  see  the  benka  ecu- 
Torted  Into  pcriltteal  engines,  G2B;  the  cenaeeHoa  be- 
tween bank  and  state  a  CM^jnnctloii  (unlnona  to  enr  Db- 
erUea,819;  plan ofqMOlBldi^oslts best, 08;  dtraeels 
Oe  gnat  prlndpte,  OBL 

Tlte  meanm  are  not  at  an  essnmsnaniala  with  tta 
ezlgendeaoftbetlniea,II80;  It  Is  to  oporate  «•  the  ear- 
rancy  as  It  now  Is,  080 ;  hew  bag  is  this  state  nftWip 
to  ooaUnneT  (BO;  ^e  banlabod, h81 ;  what  wffl  be 
the  probable  operation  of  a  law  Uut  talue  noaceanBt  cf 
tlie  present  state  of  the  eorreo^T  6Sl ;  we  ooold  have 
no  retarn  to  a  specie  drealation  nnder  It,  SSI :  the  Oov- 
emntent  mnat  disal  In  that  eamncy  la  wbkh  the  pespls 
deal,  U9 ;  aiiipOBa  the  law  eanfad  eo^  what  woaU  M- 
lowT  OBI;  tann^Uon  iBdcHnttoly  poalponal  Iqr  tfeb 
law,  889. 

ft  pnmil  Titnni  fa  thf  imtfiinii  miitali  irnnM  ■aim 
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iMi  attl  Imiwde  tnde,  fiU ;  abawd  to  Ulk  of  n«h  »  car- 
vmj  tn  tUi  ooaotr7,U5;  it  !■  said,  tlw  only  adrantaga 
<tf  a  paper  cniranejr  la  ita oheapnaaa,  W;  drmlatloii  of 
Xnnpe,  6fi(;  lo«  bj  a  metalllo  eorreaey,  6S5;  It  U  Mid, 
w«  iboald  not  ba  alannad  by  ucparinunta,  DM;  enmn- 
07  of  bank  paper  not  due  entirely  to  tha  OoTernmeBt, 
080 ;  a  word  fi^  tke  Soath,  087 ;  Ba^MMad  ItOwioaa  efM 
of  bMka  on  Uw  bboriagolaaNti  0B7;  afltat  <tf  upaarioa 
o&wa8ai,M7,0g& 

TTkHt  bat*  m  donaf  fiSS;  poatpoaad  the  fourth  In- 
■tdWBt^  MS;  lanad  treaaur  notaa,  S8>;  this  la  tha 
iHxt  great  meaaare,  D8t;  no  man  can  detcrmlna  the 
nnmbar  of  snVtreararlea,B40;  what  to  thtoblUTfiM; 
oaa  of  tha  gnat  DMana  naad  by  anloerata  to  t>«ipetnata 
thalr  power,  MO ;  inch  la  tUa  bill,  ML 

TUa  taaaaore,  as  a  S>emo«ratlo  «ne,laaaw,BU;  pnb- 
Ue  ^Inhm  not  Btifld«itlyatfil|^laMd,04l;  biotlmto 
lartbabalaIlth•tabl^»tt;  Mnrted,6tt. 

A  bin,  atfb,  «oiNldei«d,  dU ;  motion  to  itriko  ont 
what  rdataa  to  ftaidlag  the  anrpttu,  m ;  oairlad,  m ; 
thto  bin  a  reproduction  of  that  <rf  the  laat  seaalon,  dA; 
the  prodnelng  olawes,  not  the  banka,  conatltnte  the 
coontry,  OSS ;  what  bad  tha  administration  aoogfat  to  do  f 

BaatdoUoos  of  the  PeuuylTasbt  X.egl«latnra  praaent- 
cd,raqnaatligapoatponemontorthabUl,dSf;  the  foa- 
taraior  lhaUU,nB;  tho right  of  iHtraction,  «S5;  on 
^naitlMia  itf  tipadtcBQ' it  ahonid  be  ft  atrong  eaaa  to  iB- 
doea  ft  Sautor  to  abaadoB  Ma  poa^  die. 

Tho  are  moat  conaplenoos  in  preaalng  thla  bill  npcm 
Congrcas  and  tha  peopleT  <H;  It  to  taldwo  ooghtto 
follow  the  lead  of  tha  Benntor  Ilrom  South  Carolina,  tSJ ; 
he  withdrew  from  na,  62T ;  hto  apaach  waa  ptoualble,  In- 
genlona,  abatract,  meti^hyaloftl,  and  gananltatog,  697 ; 
Iw  twnlftdi  na  that  wa  danoonaad  tha  pet  bask  qitam, 
07 ;  ba  pnrflaaaea  to  be  the  flland  of  the  banka,  and  at- 
tacked the  whole  banking  ^stem  <tf  the  ooontry,  dS8; 
the  ftddltlOfta)  amonnt  of  money  the  banka  fttmlah  to  a 
powerftil  stlmalna  to  Indnatry,  089 ;  banka  deemed  hl|^y 
injoriona  to  the  planting  Intoreat,  0S0 ;  none  profltad 
more  by  the  employment  of  coital  and  credit  deriTed 
from  the  hanka,  089 ;  the  aignmont  agalnat  tha  right  of 
the  Goremmcnt  to  leeelre  bank  notoa  not  Bound,  680: 1 
q^paalft«BbImaaUtohliDMU,dW;  furthw  oeoridotad, 

m. 

Xotloatopaa^OBatatlwsezt  Mirion,  loat,  dtt;  the 
Sdgsflald  Utter,  048;  reason  for  not  acting  agalnat  the 
administration,  0<8 ;  what  wonld  hare  been  the  reooU  If 
we  had  Joined  In  the  attack?  018;  could  I  hare  acted 
dlArenUy  from  whet  I  dMT  048 ;  extract  from  the  Edge- 
Held  letter,  (MS ;  the  ImpuUtlon  lUto  to  the  gronnd,  044 ; 
what  he  ehargea  on  na  he  baa  aotoally  dnaa,  dU;  It  to 
Hid  I  bore  *  ehuaeter  of  ataai  fldeUty,  and  it  to  Im- 
plied that!  forfUted  It,  041;  If  heraeaatatamlldall^r 
to  party,  awver  ta^  I  Bever  belonged  to  the  par^be 
deea,  84B;  my  prcaant  polltleal  position,  845;  I  cannot 
retort  upon  the  Beuat«r  the  charge  of  being  metaiAyal- 
eal,  848 ;  I  make  no  reply  to  the  defecta  of  undenUnd- 
Ing  be  attributes  to  me,  040 ;  coarse  of  pubHc  lifo,  048; 
the  rsatrioUve  measure,  040;  the  bank  of  1814,  847;  ad- 
mlnistiatloB  of  the  War  Department,  )47. 

War  euparianoB,  048 ;  peace  eiperience,  048;  the  teo- 
end  explosion  <rf  the  p^Mrsyatam,  048;  the  great  meas- 
BrMtemstorfBtaaairr«iay,<48;  tha  bank  expioalaB 
af U8T,  8S8;  Oo  two  prtBdplea  oTtba  bill,  188;  tnadsd 
In  the  deareet  reaaona  of  propria^  aftdeouUtvtloaallty, 
8B0;  the  Federal  GoTemment  ev^^tto  wo  the  money 
of  the  Federal  otmrtltction,  851 ;  an  adeqaeta  sn^ly  of 
specie  for  the  ooontry  to  one  of  the  tlrat  dtitlee  at  the 
Fedand  Ooremmait,  8U ;  large  mercantile  paymenta 
wffllbwrarboBftdalaUtBof  p^af  Mpiaaentlif  lwf> 


masses  of  property,  8B1 ;  the  ewtstttution  raata  In  Oob> 
gresB  power  to  regulate  the  tbIus  of  coIb,  808. 
Amendment  r«ileeted,  8SS ;  reconalderation  lost,  8BBb 
In  the  HooM,  the  Senate  bill  harlng  been  readtwlee, 
motion  to  lay  It  on  the  table  carried,  KH. 

Seeolutlou  of  the  Legislatare  of  Sorth  CsroUnft  pre 
aeated,  731;  poUUcal  oharaAter  of  the  reBoIntloDB,nii 
howfortober^ardedaalnstmetio&^TU-TM;  debate^ 
TIT,  TK. 

7iwllii»  A^ti%—S»»  Tola.  4,  11.  Afftnot4a.—S»» 

Ind4se,  ToL  Id.  p4parU»tnt.—8e»  Ind^ta,  toL  7.  Jbo- 
torir 8i/tUm.—S»t Ind4B,ron,  LandateiMnaSlaU, 
riffkU  ot«r.~S«i  lHdta),  Tol  1.  S»laUoiu.—Sa« 
dtm,  vol.  11.   TUU  Wilt  ^Oa  SMfcy  Jfonittain*.— 
8m  Indem,  toL  8.  7W&«e.— S*«  I»d«m,  toL  9. 

JmdLm  War  TWwitesr*.— iSm  Ind^  vtd.  IL 

Indtama  Canal.— BmIMm,  toI  9. 

Indiana,  We  for  Prealdent  In  1888, 888: 

Jndiaru,  p  roUeUon  nf.—ln  the  Senate,  a  hill  to  prarlde  for 
the  seonrity  of  emigrant  Indians,  considered,  603 ;  ob- 
jection to  the  part  which  allows  the  confederated  tribe  • 
to  elect  a  delognte  to  Congress.  088;  the  delegate  to  re- 
side at  the  seat  of  Ckrvemment,  and  not  hare  a  aeat  on 
the  floor  <rf  the  Hoos^  888 ;  bUl  ordered  to  the  tUrd 
leading,  86L 

HkHoiu,  Ckar«kt6^-St»  Indtet,  tcL  la  D«.  CMeCoMNt 

and  £3k«c<dM— jSm  Jndm,  toL  9.  Do.  Smi^raHen  tf. 

—Sm  Indtatt  voL  lOi  Do.  florida.—SM  Indem,  toL  9. 

Do.  Quapav.—Se«  Zndnt,  toL  9.  Do.  SMihtmr-Stt 

IndM,  ToL  10. 
Indian*,  removal {^.-—Sm  Indtm,  vols.  10,  II. 
Irouboll,  Joanrn  K,  BepreaentatlTa  from  FsBB^rlra^ 

8;  on  ft  buat  of  CUef  Justice  MftrBhall,li. 
iMMi^  iAMvn,  BapreaenlfttlTa  ftmn  ConneeUm^  8;  488. 
Jhsolwf  JDabforsi— iSiM  ^khm,  toI.  IL 
fnUrcourte,  Cdnmurclal,  do.  Ibretffn,  do.  ^m,— Sm  A- 

doB,  ToL  4. 

TnUrgtt  <ftM  to  earlain  StaUij—Su  Indoe,  Ttd,  lOl 
/nUmat  Improv«m«nta.—Sf  Ind^  Tola.  7,  ^  ^  11. 
JtnaUd  Oorpt.—S—  Jndeat,  toL  i. 


jA«nos,  JiXBL,  BepreaentatlTe  Item  Georgia,  4, 480. 
Jmsbov,  ^OKM  B.,  BapraasntftttTa  frna  Hew  York,  4Ml 
Jaooos,  Wnuui,  BepreaentatlTa  IMn  MsMaehniBtts,  1. 

jSm  Indta,  ToL  18.  . 
J1.CXSOS,  President,  reply  to  Santa  Anna's  Utter,  IKL 
JiMa  liT  BaUt.~~3»0  Indem,  toL  1. 
Jabub,  Heibt  F.,  EepreasBtatlTe  from  TermoBt,  8L 
Jabtis,  Lbokabd,  BepreaentatlTa  from  Ualne,  8 ;  on  the 

Bxploring  Expedition,  108b  As  JWsi^  T<^  10^  IS. 
Jnmn,  Dabixj.,  BeprsaantatlTB  from  Ibryland,  8^  480; 

OB  pea^onlag  the  ftarth  InstalBient^  4801 
Jmmov,  Cat^  B^treaanlatlTO  fhm  Teonesaca,  d;  «■  tha 
'    pniduHaarboOks^lSi  As  Ms^  toIb.  U. 
Josmov,  Harar,  BsprssaBtBttT*  from  LsnlalaBa,  <  48L 

8ts  Indm,  ToL  11 
JoKBSOB,  Joaxrn,  BeprcaantatlTe  from  Vl^inla,  8, 480. 
JoBonoB,  SioBABD  IL,  BepressntaaTe  btm  Kentacky,  4; 

eUded  TIca  FresldBnt  Vy  the  BsBata^  161;  hto  lattar, 

190;  iwmAa  on  laUng  tba  shall  of  ttta  Senate^  Mt; 

rotas  for  aaneaPreaUBBtiSn.  5ss         vok.  1, 4, 

Bid,  7,  fit  mil, » 
JenaoK,  Tiuiam  O,  Bepresentatlve  ftwn  Xarybnd,  480; 

M  Am  death  of  ClUey,  88&.  S44  Indn,  toL  19. 
Jona,  Bbbjaub,  BepnsantatlTe  from  Ohio,  4.  /»- 

<2«asToL19. 

JOWM,  Olonoi  W.,  Delegate  from  MUhlpn,  4;  tnastlonaf 
partiibTUL 
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Joan,  Joax      B«iinNiitetlT«.froiB  Tltglnla,  I;  400. 
JoiTH,  Haxkmkl,  BeprNentallT*  from  New  Yotk,  400. 
JotmtU  </  tt«  Md  Oxvi-MK^^  Indsai,  rol  t 
JonnuU  ^IIU  jr«(fmil  aMvMftoA.— /iMte^  nL  T. 
JikUakuy.—S-  InOm,  -nSi.  S,  6;  ^  10^  11. 13. 
Jmrni,  AnwswT,,  Bqywatrtlw  Itan  ConBeeflfln^  S. 
JMMi;  rMMMl  «'.-nSM /mtaik  Tok  1, 4 


Kaxi,  Elu*  d«oaM«  oi;  &  JiMfffs  Toli.  B,  10^  11, 
U 

Twm,  ChNMi  IL,  BcpnMitattnfioiii  PBUv^rudai  tu. 
Kbuu^  flovTSftmim,  Bq^«MitatiT«  from  N«ir  Tnk,  4O0l 

KxnnDT,  ^1  on  nnguliatfoii  of  tbo  ita.Tjr,  TBB. 

Kxnios,  Wiuxui,  Bepteautetlre  from  Ohio,  4, 
Kxn,JoixPii,  on  Uio  deoMM  of  B.  H.  Qoldboniagb.M; 

Seiutar  fr«m  ICurUnd,  SS9 ;  dooMsa  o^  051  <Sm  In- 

^ToLll 

Xwlwflty  omfM  M«otton,—S»t  Indtm,  toL  U. 
ArtMby;  Trt*  Ibr  PiMidaat  la  isaa;  flU 

Zsr,  F.  8.,  tott«r  on  flrinM  In  tlw  Sbtriot  or  ColamMs,  S5t 

Kr,  'Woluk,  B«pMM«t«tlT«  from  Ohio,  4<tl. 

EiLMaa,  Dahixl,  BcprcMstatiTe  from  Ohio,  Mt  £m 

lildM^  TOl.  1%. 

Kim,  Joaa  Pn  Soutor  from  Ooorgta.  SM;  on  T^anniTy 
MtM,M«;  cm  the  nb-TKMory  blU,  M7 ;  os  aboUtlon 
ptUttiMM,  SS8 1  on  T«mMMt  MMrintioH^  nS ;  nUUT*  to 

IbM,  WnAuv  Bailor  ftma  Ahbmt,  M9;  en  fiie 
DMaorUI  of  tbo  Colonlntton  Soelatr,  lU;  oloctod 
FiMldoDt^lfm.orthoBaut«,m;U«KldrMa,  ITS; 
«lMMn  Praridoiit  pro  Imh,  of  the  Bflnato,46S;  U*  n- 
maikB,  4B8 ;  OB  the  dooeue  of  J.  Law1«i^  ML  Am  A- 
TDta.  4,  fi,  «,  7,  ^  »,  1(^  II,  U, 

KnnrABD,  GBonan  ji,  EepreeeotatiTe  ftmn  IbAIuw,  4. 

KuMBMBoni,  Joaa  SepreMBtattn  ftoni  Penn^lra- 
■ta,8,4«. 

Kstn^  ZTmnAa  fieulor  from  Blwda  Xifaud,  889; 
A*  AdMh  Tdi.  T,  ^  1^     U,  11 


La^yMe,  gratUtia*  io.~Bt4  IndtK,  role.  1.  S,  T,  a 
Xob  jAtjMTto-  Cbpp»r  jebm.—JSt»  Indm,  Tok  I,  T,  8L 
Land  Bio,  reported  with  unendmenti,  72. 
iMd  CMma,  AH^IrmaNoii  ^owtolM.— i8m  ImdMS,  voL  10. 
Land  XaiM  and  />mMmul— la  the  8eiu.t4,  %  moIatJon 

nlatlreto  the  ooUeeUon  ot,  oonridered,  197. 
Lmd Pm^Mmn^nli^ i^.—Sm Mm,  toL  11. 
Land  nSMteXMcMwWt/lOk  JnMoiirl--£M  AAi^tbL  I. 

ZoMb;  irM(«m.— Sm  Mw,  roU.  1,  S,  4,  «,  T.  J'iMie 
ZamOa. 

XiUB,  Aww,  RcpreoontttlTe  from  IniUsiu,  4;  on  depodts 
with  tha  BUt«*,  8K;  on  the  ftirtlflc«tion  bill,  8ML  &4 
TtMlnebTiAll 

Lumas,  Onaav     S«NMiitnttn  from  How  Toifc,  & 

Xiuom^  Joaa,  SoptMontattra  from  Taua^VnatM,  8l 
X*4WU8,  Jou,  S^teientitlro  from  Alabun*,  4,441;  d 
eeMOo^Mi 

lAwxKitoa,  Abkott,  SeivesentatlTe  from  WMiwlmiftlfti  8 ; 
on  tbo  sarfim  rerenoo,  848;  on  fkinds  for  fodml  dnei, 
«81 

Im,  Ctaonen  W.,  B«p«e«ntaUT»  from  2Tew  York,  1  Si» 
iiKtei,  TOL  11 

I**, LittEM, aBpwmrtiBrt from  Hianwao, 4  SmMam, 

TOLll 


LuDinru,  D.      Bapfeeentatlre  from  OUov  dtt. 
£M(f  JflMt,  rfMnwtt  aob      iSH/ntfMvToln.  T,flL 
i*a<l  JHM     JOmohK— TwlMs  toL  M. 
Lex,  Gn>H>F,  K«{>rBMnt»UTe  from  Hew  Yecfc,!;  ok  tte 

printing  of  the  geolt^eal  report,  Jm^  SBS;  oa  di^Ma 

with  the  BtatM,  SIL 

JoeKVA,  BepmoMrtnttTo  fton  Hew  To*^  & 
£bi^  nanuit  BopnaontatlTC  ft«B  Kow  Joa^,  &  SmA- 

<IM^ToLll 

Lnm;  Hn«a  &,  BepreeentnttTO  frim  Sootk  Ghn^ 
4W;  on  th«  wb-TteMaiy,  SH;      tboTren»j  Hm» 

blU,5U. 

LntTKitsDonFBn,  CoL— ^  Indaa,  toL  IS. 
LnonuD,  Snranr  B.,  BepreoentittTO  from  Haw  T«ik,  1 
LnroHKK,  E.  P.,  bin  for  the  MUtf  o(  pawd,  ML 
Lxwis,Dizon  H.. HepceoentntlTo from  4 Inbwi^ « ;  «•» 

oelring  *  petition  from  davea,  HI,  MB. 
LatraUon  iff  AmtHoam  Am«  »y  A-Wifc  flwfiortllM 

In  tbo  Seute,  e  reaolntlia  relntlTO  to^  prmMtod^  W. 
Ztbtrta  jdgMcy.-^SM  Ind^as,  Tola.  8, 1 
X4frrary  (/  OmcfMi:— >SM/ndai^  1. 
ZArory  ij<  JTr.  ^q^luvMi.— Aw  /udot^  toL  & 
ltMl«mant-&m9ral.—8M  JmUm,  toL  & 
LigU  ZTottM  DiMm.—Sm  Indam,  T<d.  1 
UmltaU^  alaUiUt  qfi—Btt  Iiultu,  TOla.  i,  4. 
LoMMjr,  ^T)^  Be^uantatiT*  from  Xaaanckaaat^l  M; 

pteaenta  tenonatiatMaa  ngalart  Um  aaMsalta  «f  Ite- 

aa.  S«*  Indeit,  ToL  11 
Lnnr,  Lnwia  P.,  on  abolition  In  the  Dlatrlet  of  CdaaUt, 

15S;  Benator  from  mnonri,  889;  on  dnoDlag; MT; aa 

protMtloD  to  Indiana,  683;  on  Inland  ted«  wHb  Xa* 

MexVn,  761.  £m  /aAw,  toL  IS. 
Xioa  Oak  JVoNloltaM^nAa  Ateh  TBis.  T, «. 
Xmw  JURr- Aa  AdiM^  ToL  & 

LoaAVtBnnni  BapraaaatBtlw  frai  Peaa^yiwala,  1^  m. 
Lomm,  Aainaw,  Sopreaentatlre  from  Ohio,  4fL 
LooMia,  j&SHUXAS,  BcpreauiladTB  from  How  Twfc,  Mt 
Lott,ptMtc,i»  WaMtv*^—S»$Jndtu,yti.'t. 
LovMama,  Tote  for  Prealdent  In  USa^  Ml 
LouUiana  Land  CZoim*— la  tbo  Benate,  axDoMewta 

alder  the  bllla  for,  fiSft. 
LoTB,  Tboiub  0.,  Ba^eaentatlTO  from  How  Toik,  1 
Lowxt^  Wiun,  raelgna  af  Seeralarj  of  tba  8caaH  A 
LsTAU,  Oaoan^  BopraaaotttlTO  from  Tlrgltfn,  1 
Idnua,  Bdwaks,  BepreaenlatlTe  ftom  YlrgiDln,  1 
LwpKDt,  WiuoK,  Benator  IhKil  OoorgU,  088 ;  fralce- 
tton  to  Indians,  (K8 ;  on  the  Florida  war,  881;  aati- 
alarerr  petltlmia,  TZl ;  on  aUror  oolnage,  748i 
Ltok,  FnAKOiB  8.,  BepreaentatiTe  from  Alahwaa,  461 ;  « 
GOontlng  tbe  toUb  for  Preddent,  188;  on  tbo  dMtaia 
of  Jonb  Lawler.  884. 
Ltoh,  Luciun,  Benator  from  wtfhijpii^  ssi 


lLu>taon,  Sum,  deoeaae  o(  88 ;  eommlttoo  on  loiiiowTlaii 

reapeetlag,  88;  report,  41 
MaaUo»  JPaptrt,—!^  the  Senate,  a  maamgo  lektlm  ta^88; 
araaolntlon  to  antborfn  tha  puahaaa  at,  aonaHaioi. 
1SS;  onaorthlnMatTalnblowoifca,lM;  dlMoal^ar 
tbe  adenco  of  froo  gorenment,  IM;  fUInt*  tiw 
Stataa  dlannlted,  188;  aoToretgntr  of  tbo  nation  wtt 
BOTorelgntj  of  tbe  States,  184;  ordered  to  be  cagmaed, 
IM;  paaaed,  198, 197. 
In  the  Hour,  a  meatage  relatlre  to,  Sll. 
In  tbe  SenBt^  a  btU  to  raUnqolah  to  Hn.  Mailain  tha 
eopjrrfght  In  llmign  oonnttiw,  leportod,  441 
Maa  n^lft-Aa  AdMiToL  T. 
Jtotaa,  odmlitlMa  ^-vSm  AdlN^  ToL  1 
jr««w,T«te  for  PrtaldontU  1888,8801 
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Vahom  Boa«%  «tolm  ^.—Sm  Mm,  T<d>.  6,  la 

Maxxobt,  YxtMcm,  BapiwraMIn  fron  Tlrgl^  418: 
MAWgPM,  •ffiLira  p.,  TOtw  fcr,  ■»  Pradaial,  lH.  A«  J»- 

BLajiit,  Abuah,  Jr.,  B«pnMoUUre  from  New  York,  S;  on 
the  ExMUtlTe  AdmlBtatntloii,  S81;  on  depoittt  wltli 
a«8MM,ttl.<16;oBtaidi«irfMMaldiiM,M9.  At 

Mjunr,  Job,  SopMNBttttTO  ft«B  Punartmala,  & 
tKAXKOM,  Siouas     EofWOOBtrtTi  ftom  SooQt  (^raU- 

iM,  8 ;  doMua  oC  tt.  . 
Maxiqict  D'AcTum,  mm  nf.S»*  Indm,  toI  I: 
JTctrdu  iS»r«ie«.— <Sm  iKdm,  vol  10. 
llASTDf,  JosmrA  Ik,  B^pruanUtlre  from  AUbaint,  4, 461. 
Maktv,  Sicbabd     XoptoMatktln  from  Now  York,  46l>. 

Maifi^kma,  t«to  Ibr  FMUnit  In  181^  Ml 
JforylniKl^  MMmwfoI  o»  tt«  ftete  ^  €^Mr%.'-S»»  Tmim, 
voLB. 

Mabom,  Johf  T.,  B«prwonlattT«  from  TlrftaU,  t,  St  In- 
dm, TOL  11. 

HuoiT,  JAitn  U.I  SaprMWtitlTO  flmm  Tligliila,  4tt>;  an 
the  leoognittoB  efiexM,  nS ;  on  t1t«  •ob-TreunrT',  680. 

Uamw,  Mom,  BeproMntatlTC  from  Halne,  9,  ,8m  /nrfM% 
toLUl 

Mum,  BMOir,  Bepmmtatln  froB  ffldoi,  4, 4n. 
Uasom,  WiLuui,  Bepieaontatlro  from  New  To^  8, 
MataekuHtU,  vote  for  PiMldent  tn  1B84,  S90. 
JfaeMoimifft  JfinnoHol  on  IIU  w«r  y  1B1&— iSm  /Mta^ 
ToLBi 

MaamieKuaitUMimaaatiMr-^lnam,  Tok.  8, 9^  10^11. 
Haukt,  Annul  P.,  Bepreaentatlro  from  Tim  Mill,    4Q1 ; 

on  the  IfiMlfldppI  eleotton,  478, 484 
ICazwiu,  JOKV  p.  B,,  BepriMBtattra  ftom  Sew  Jenejr, 

460L 

Hat,  WtLLUif -Ik,  BeprMontoUTO  from  IUIboU,  4, 481. 

XayniO*  Bo<kL—S«4  Mm,  role.  10,  II. 

MoCAVrr,  JoRATUs,  B^trewitsttTofrom  IndiaiM,4.  Su 

Indm,  Tok.  11, 11. 
MeCiAUU^  A-,  Bepreientative  frotn  Topnemoe,  4M. 
BbiCuuui,  K<»nT,  BeprowntettTO  from  N«v  Tort,  40<L 
HoCum,  Camji^  BepfmaUtlTO  from  PonBtjrlriuUk, 

488: 

UoCoiua,  ViL&tui,  goprowtedTO  Inm  Tlisfailn,  8 ;  on 
dqMOlti  with  the  Btetei,81flL  8MMm,yoli% 

UoEat,  Jamm  KepresentatlTe  from  North  Cmltnft,  8, 
400  i  on  poo^Dlttf  the  Jbnrtk  Inttelmaat,  488;  on  the 
Plorldn  war,  SUi  on  Qm  dWribMoa  of  booki,  US. 
JSi*  Mm,  yoiM.  11,  ii. 

UdKau^  Bamto,  Benntor  from  Pau^lfMbt,  888;  pre* 
HiitoiDtl4UTei7memortal,aT.  Am /imIm^  toL  11 

MdKamux,  Timuui  IL  BopwienhrtlTo  from  PaaM^ 
Tmlc,%46a  AMJiMta,TsLU. 

ICcKnon,  Join,  BeprmenteHTO  torn  New  York,  8 ;  on  the 
ezeeatlve  edmlnUtmQon,  SCO ;  on  the  ermt  of  S.  IL 
Thtttwr,  IM ;  on  depodU  wtth  the  fltiU^  8U, 

UoKiM,  Isaac,  Bepreeentatlre  from  UniTteB^  1^  480 ;  do- 
e«u*  ot,  t(&  8—  Imdm,  toL  11 

HoKnon,  Juur,  Senator  from  Alahama,  Tl.  &4  Indm, 

MdLun,  Jonua,  BepriaentaHTO  ftom  fyu%  i,  Ae  iii- 
tfaavToLll 

]bu^Bnu>DT.,elal»«:— In  Oa  Smta,ftbffl  lola- 
«TCtothedalmo(panBd.«li:  A«  AAa^  Tab.  8, 10, 
11 

Mbmmrmmm  Tmd4.—SMMm, rol  1 

Mtmbtn^  C^Kgrm,tippotm1mmHqfi:~AtMm,roLB. 

Mmoriat  t^MHUtk  t»lff4eU9»  WmUaHm  Mm  Mm, 

lining  B.  A.,  B^nanlaliTC  fton  KaBtartr.  489;  on  j 


poatponliv  the  fcarth  Inalalment,  487 ;  on  the  ittaafc  on 
the  Ottoltne^  m 
Hskout,  CRAiLna  F.,  BepremntnUTe  from  Tlrglnln,  8^  480; 
on  ftinds  for  federal  does,  88S ;  on  the  HbslMlppt  elee- 
don,  47S;  on  nentral  relattona,  881.  JSm  I»dm,  rola.  8, 
9, 10, 11, 11 

jreroAOMb'  Amd*;— In  the  BeBata,a  bUl  to  OKtend  the  time 
of  pigment  at,  paiiid,  S4T. 

Is  the  IIoMe,nbi]l  to  postpone  the p^ment of; re- 
puted, 464. 

Mtmaff*,  on  aflUn  with  Franee,  14-jM;  «t  Sd  WMton  of 24tli 
ConftVBW, 46;  onMediion'swritfnfi,M;  reUtlTetoihlp 
ouiali  eeroea  the  Iithmna,  M ;  on  Hexlean  aAUn,  108 ; 
on  nprlmla  igdnst  Mexleo,  18T ;  on  the  Uedlaon  pepan, 
ill;  Ml  Texan  IndepoBdenee,  883;  relattve  to  Mlehtgaa, 
188;  w  crimes  In  the  Diitrietof  (Mnrabla,  S&4;  tolst 
soHlOBof  MthCangNMiMO;  at  M  SMrion  oTUOi  Con- 
imM,  S44;  Ml  diatsrtianeea  «•  tb»  Northern  Ftantler, 
Sn ;  on  Invailon  of  American  aotl,  B78 ;  relatlre  to  Ucty 
Ico,  68>-Wi;  on  theOoTemmentmoner,  689;  on  border 
ontnce^eSB;  at  the  Sdaearioa  of  SSth  Congress,  690;  on 
the  Smithaonlsn  Lega^,  709;  on  the  defUcaUon  of 
Bwartwo(it,TOS;  on  Britlih.treapeners  on  th«  State  of 
Kain^1H 

MmbnK— la  the  Benate,  a  report  of  ttM  Commtttee  on  Witt* 
clgn  BeUoM^mi  ladnaa  to  be  demanded,  194;  an- 
other oS»t  to  preeerrs  peaoa  sbonU  be  dsmandsd,  188 ; 
the  d4}«rtni»  <rf  onr  BeprcaentatlTO  al»tipt  and  onno- 
eemarj,  198;  Instanoe  at  Ohent,  193;  dienmitanoM  of 
Oie  withdrawal  (rfllr.  Ellla,  199;  f^iisali  leoammsBdod 
Ir  the  President,  199;  flntbar  explanatloM,  W;  npoct 
■greed  to,  900. 

In  the  House,  a  report  on  the  Uessage  of  the  Presi- 
dent relatlTe  to^  806 ;  a  reaolntion  ctf  luqntTjr  relative  to 
mjr  eomipDodaoeo  tsveettag  the  caarion  of  tonltsrr 
1^  Keitao,  oflbnd,  4lB;  agreod  t«^  468L 

Id  the  Benate,  a  statement  of  the  aeUen  that  Ikr,  660; 
eondnetofHexleo^OOO;  proper  to  await  the  aetlonMt^ 
Honie,  660 ;  the  next  step  most  be  seme  measnre  that 
majr  lead  to  war,  660;  what  were  the  foets  In  tbeeaset 
688 ;  Author  romarks,  661 ;  UeMege  from  the  Prasldent, 
689-86L 

Iath«Bow^aresolnUonrelaUT«fa^T61  Si^Mmi, 
ToLU. 

MUMgam,  adpitmUn  qf.-l3i  fho  Hone,n  Un  vOMn  to 
the  Bontbem  Bonndarj  and  admlaadon,  Ao,  ooniMered, 
99 ;  moved  to  postpone,  to  proeeed  with  the  Aikamaa 
U1I,E9;  reeommltment  of  both  moved,  89;  tbefMsUon 
ofboandarf should beleft for fhtorea^instment^W;  UH 
ordered  to  a  third  reading;  80 ;  passsd,  81. 

In  the  Senate,  ft  message  relatiretOttS;  ieoMrts,l5i 
roferred,65;  motion  to  read  the  bOlforadmiMkMiftthird 
Um^  69 ;  ona  tt  the  paTsst  ^nsattani  onr  Batailtted 
to  ttM  Benate,  89;  the  bfll  shoald  pam  oarir>  t^st  MIeU- 
gan  might  reeeire  her  share  of  the  deporits  to  be  dla- 
tribnted,  69;  the  ftols  of  the  e■■^  69;  more  Mme  dssl»- 
ble,  TO ;  la  the  Senate  competent  to  declare  the  aota  of 
■the  UsteonTcnUoB  valid r  TO;  foieeof  the  pnamUe  of 
theblll,TO;  people  <tf  the  TerTttorT-porfootlreonpetent 
to  bold  ft  eonveatloB  spontaneously,  wiaont  any  appU- 
eatloB  to  the  LegisUtaro  about  the  matter,  71. 

Tha  liBt  oonTontlaa  Uegal  and  nnmrthetlBad,  Tl;  fa 
tbU  aet  the  peopio  a  ftdfllnwnt  of  tha  eondltlaa  of 
admlsslont  Tl;  was  aodetjr  to  be  rodnoed  to  Its  ^ 
menia  f  Tl ;  sneh  doetrlnes  ooght  not  to  be  tolenta^ 
71;  no  aet  rftbe  Leglslatnre  rag nl red  to  give  validly  to 
the  ooBTsntlon,  T9;  a  mere  qnestlM  af  itgh^ll;  tba 
admission  rsJstid  for  tenr  yeai^  IX 

OidsB  poatpoMdto«onMardwUn,n;  tliebil],TS; 
wmd  to  neoniBit  and  ibE&n  ant  tli*  ptaamUa,  Iti 
Oe  fteH,  IS;  had  Ok  Mil»«aB9tttittad  aMimblrnilhM- 
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itf  to  HMiit  Ibr  tlM  SUtoT  IS;  It  act,  tban  to  istrodooa 
ber  OS  Its  wtbori^  woold  be  rapogimt  to  Uw  prind' 
plM  of  oar  eouUtatloit,  18;  oa  whst  mwa  ia  It  Md 
tlMttbltHMDiblrkadtlMaathoritjrtf;  1»mmiw»om 
TOtM  wm  0TeB  ito  thli  than  Ibr  the  oOwr  caanathn, 
H;  •  4«Mtlo&  of  prindpte  InnlTad,  T4;  tha  waSbmUj 
of  mnlMn  b  Bwle  to  Mt  Mkl«  tbt  Mithoritr  of  law  iBd 
the  orastitiitloii,  T4;  mni9  prindple  li)v<rfTMl  In  tho  Ut« 
anatchlori  movomeiit  of  UafrUnd,  74;  grocnd  ot  the 
Harrland  lunmotloD,  T4 ;  It  I>  said  tha  MlohifM  h- 
amiij  vaa  not  Mlf-ootuUtatod,  T4 ;  Gongrasa  haa  no 
ifghttoaallK  MBTonthNi  laa  State,  74;  boirUleUtw 
oaa  floma  in,  Ti;  dUkn  fhm  lha  otbar  Btataa 

oalrln  »«  FatealrdattoBBiW;  what  ateU  ba  donaT 
1& 

Barlaw  of  fbeta  and  ofawnwtanoaa,  75;  Ooagma  did 
not  iDtcnd  tliat  the  interrentlon  of  the  LcfUUtarv 
ahoald  be  neeeMarr,  7<;  amount  of  the  teatla)on7  aa 
to  the  aaaant  of  the  paopla^  7C;  thla  dolay  nnnaeea- 
aaiT,  TT. 

AiModnMBt  to  tha  preamble  mored,  7T;  U  aaaerta 
iriuttoBotaAe^TT;  the  qnaathm  la  batwaaa  tha  two 
oosTaattoaa— If  tho  flrtt  was  legal,  tha  hut  wh  sot,  78; 
what  vrtdoDoa  to  than  <rf  aar  MfiUari^  IB  tha  daatleai 
orddegataar  TBi 

Vhat  la  the  qoeattoorTf;  ahall  we releaaa Uohlgaa 
after  aha  baa  gtrea  her  aaaent  to  tha  oondltlonat  79; 
opinion  of  the  people  aa  to  their  aoothem  boQDdBi7,79; 
■halt  w«  Mjact  thla  preaonUa,  Whkh  wlQ  brarar  tatml- 
uta  tha dl^ota hatwaea twa  Stataaf  SO;  rtewi  entet^ 
tilBea«raapranalriart  aa]aataaMton,n;  itoobiev 
tloiL  to  the  aet  of  CSoBgBMa  uBlaaa  ttiB  peo|ilB  ara  not  OMB- 
patnt  to  glva  tha  tatBlrad  MMDt  wttbont  th«  InttmB- 
tloB  or  tha  IdgUatara,  81 ;  omdNOt  Of  the  paople,  n ; 
Tenneaaea,  81 ;  lUaaonri,  81;  eaaaof  Harjlaad,  M;  aa  a 
aoniM  ot  power  to  tha  oonTontlon,  leglalatfre  action 
woold  hare  been  Kbaoid,  8> ;  tha  pa<^  are  tha  rl^tflil 
antbora  of  all  eonatttatloiM^  SI. 

Preaent  aapeet  of  the  qneatloB,  BS:  Fanav^ranla  at- 
Alii^8B;  tha  hiarylaitd  bnneh  of  tha  q1laatlM^  88;  re* 
mka  of Kadtaon,  64;  oonraatloM  iBdapaatat  ofStBta 
loglalrtloB,  84;  how  hara  State  Lt^atetm  Maomad  to 
haT«thepowwloctaatorwlthbMdthanf  M;  theeaaa 
of  Ulehtgan,  84;  deDonelatloa  of  moha  at  the  laatsea- 
domSBL 

The  bill  inTelTaaainonatroiiapollttoal  harea;,  8S;  tha 
esN  ^ptr  (Uled,  85,  action  uidar  the  ordlaaoea  of 
■87,86;  haathaoMtdltton  bean  oompUod  wltht  86;  aet- 
UoMitof  thob«ii>dailea,87;  priTUaga  of  LagUatwea 
BB4tM«aafeea*HtDtton^89;  tha  powar  to oaU  tba  mb- 
TMtlOB  rafnlrad  IB  WaUgaBBinan  aatflfocdlaair  leg- 
Watlon,  8& 

OroBBda  npoB  which  tha  oppodtlOB  to  tUa  admlaalon 
hat  been  mad^  80;  she  ia  atlll  a  tarrltorj,  69;  Laglata- 
tnraa  and  ooBrantlona  ai«  men  agaata  of  the  pat^le.  In 
whom  all  aoreralgnfy  teddaa,  89 ;  haa  a  rfngia  vemoa* 
atramabaaB  pTaaehtadf  M;  tha  Sasato  has  sot  OBjagrad 
tk»  oaaOdMae  of  the  paaple  te  aona  jtan,  80;  this  a 
goaatloB  of  fteta,  SO;  what  vara  tfca  dootriaM  af 
88;  Mmonv  WM  aallada  dlaiaai,  1;  popoao  ibr 
wUehflwaUan  aad  aadHloa  Uwa  w«apa«ad,81t  «b- 
■ordltT  of  the  pvindple  eonteodad  Aw,  ahowa,  fl;  tha 
prearabla  BMaoeainry,  99 ;  amaadmant  loa^  88;  Wll  or- 
(leiad  to  a  thbd  readlog,  98. 

8maU>r*.—Ia  tha  Senate,  tha  MkMgan  Sanatonad- 
inlttod,168;  baUot  for  tanna;  16L 

Debate  rdattro  to  ooBBtUif  her  TOta  fbr  PiaaldaB^  18S. 

KatheHoBaB,tbeblUeoiMlderad.SW:  p«Md,aBS;  the 
KaptaawrtBttTB  gaaasad,  881  Sm/mImb,  ToLll. 
JMMtooik— TMa     AmMaal  In  1881 189;. 
JHtew  qr  JliNNBan^-^  Mm^  ToL  IL 


M. 

MUttary  Moadt-SM  Adai^ToL  T. 

MtilUa  OmrU  MarUal.—SM  Mm^T9i^%,)k. 

Hiuaa,  Jna^  BapreaaatatlTO  ftoaa  FaoBiginii^t  > 
£uf«H  viriL  11. 1& 

Mmja,  JoHK,  BapwaafatlTa  fNm  TIMwIw^  Ml 

Miunax,  Jobs  J.,  Bopnaaatatlve  fhan  IMani^d 
^/iKl«e,T<d.ll. 

JRiUatar  to  JEitglamd.—Sf  ImdMt,  v«L  11 

JKiU*,  &nMM&.— Ia  ths  Hona^  tha  aatM  tMifaHS 
Indea,  toL  12. 

JfML-A«  JMaitb  Tolai  1. 1, 18. 

JOnmO^a  WyerfWow.-Aa  AA>^ i«Ll 

Mt»$t»ttppiXtteMmi.  Ib tta  HoBB^  a rapwt  if  ftti* 
Bdttaa  IB  AiT«r,<78j  fa^avtaBt  adt^AlitKrii 
on  eonenrrenea  with  tho  nport  that  tbawokaEi 
dolr  elected,  484;  tlM  d«t]r  of  the  LigbhtaM  b  pa- 
aeribe  the  time,  pUoea,  and  uaaaar  Udtaf  ta 
electtou,  484;  not  in  the  power  of  thaOenmrU'^ 
tannine  the  tlma  or  ptneea  and  auBati,  ttl;  MhUB 
for  the  raaolnthw  c«;Bred,4SB;  tha  Acta •ftttonK 
are  thaaa  geatlenMB  eDUOad  to  tbalrMahlg;ll> 
Bald  TBoaaelaa  had  B08  happaMd,  481 

The  qnaattan  dapaada  apoB  what  m  tknar 
andhowltla  to  be  filled, 600;  thaTaoaer.I":^ 
theae  penoaa  beea  olaotad?  009;  it  lat-naKt^ 
theExeeatlre  of  a  State  oaanot  mxntjjVt;^'^ 
eanha  anpplr  it  for  a  t«im  of  twoyewt,*; 
tloB,l»l;  thte  alectlott  «aeaBatitattaa>^M;ki«i!: 
tha  leaolntion  be  raertTod  hy  tha  pcaplaof 
008;  adivted,801 
A  eoauaaalaattoB  ftwK  ooBtaalaBn  iAnilB 

Saarintkna  nkflTO  to,  wwrfdatad,  HI; 
admitted  to  Oa  floot^eU;  argnmant  d  Ul 
818;  fluthar  oonaideratlaB,  816,  SBl,  «i 

Elaotlon  of  Bwmbera  reaOtBud,  160;  bmMi^ 
ted,  880. 

JfUtiMippi  8taU.—8»*  ItKUse^y6i.6;  i^Imr»in^ 

India,  TdL  1  TerrtiarU*. 
JfMMipiri;  vato  br  Fnrfdaat  IB 1681  m. 
JSMta^yK  JNvar,>aa  MMlpvltoB  ^ 
JNMwrir-A«  Maa^  T«ta^  ^  1 1 1 
JAcMwri  Limd.  C3atmu.'~S4a  Mtti,  toL  U. 
JflatOMH;votaJtePraaldaKtlalS818S0. 
UncHBLL,  Ckablbb       BopreaaatatlTa  ftM  Bt*  ■ 
400. 

Honoa,  Jjjoa,  olafm  qfT-^  ****      ^ 'L,*,  u. 
Jfoaroa  i)ooMiM.— In  the  Hona%  laartatli* 

til  5«iMiavT0la.l«.  .^vcrf 
Honmnnr.  Vtaiux,  BapwainlattTa  ft— 

HooBB,  Elt,  BepraaaBtattTa  from  Haw  T"*^!^ .  ^ 
MoBOAH,  WnuAH     BaptaaaatatlTa  ftoa  * 
Hoiau,  yiTLUMM,  flU  «em  ^.—S»»  Mm 
UoBBia,  CixrjM,  BapraaeBtattra  from  ObM^  j 
HoBUB,  lUTHUa,  B^raaontatlTa  toaa  ^TJCTm. 

480;  onthadaattorctlle]r,<8«:  aBthatW|||' 
Ibman,  Bamtbl  W,  BapnoBBtatlfa  e"'^^ 

491  A.«lM^ 

lEoHua,  Tbohu,  Baaator  HMm  OUa,  S»i « 

of  lOehlgan,  71 71;  oftna  '^""^"^Tsi.ja 
«fHr.OaUioiiB,a70;  on  Calhonn"*  mb*"^  ^> 
884;  oBbankaotao  fl)ra«Tanuo«t4***^ 

<£«II!,T0L11 

JtoOar  ^Cbm.  Parry.— A«  Indm  «)■  7- 
UoVTOH,  AiiXMnwn,  Saoatorlrta 
Loirialaaa  load  alafaaa,  881 

JKmmM  iivMy^^  MMb  TClfc  ^  1^  M8l» 
MraWBBBBB,  HwT  A,  Baptaaeahlha  »■ 

alt,  8,811 
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JfaturaUtaUon  £avK.— In  the  Senjtte,  »  mfltnotial  of  Dr. 
Tbeller,  T87 ;  Us  cue,  TSI ;  %  &atnnlls«d  dtlxea  eap- 
tnjodtaCteadaMieoiKlwiwefllbr  tMKn,TST;  Mta- 
nllaeddUHMmtltMtotll  tb*  protoettm  of  mUt* 
cSttHM,  18T;  pocnllir  difflimitwiBM  rftth  tut,  18T;  t 
potitioD  tor  the  repeal  ud  adopUoa  irfimr  Uws  pro- 
Tenting  the  IndbeiimlDftto  Influx  of  Ibnign  emlgruts, 
75&  IndtK,  ToU.  1,  3, 1, 10. 
Jira«al  Ata»««ftm«»&-vSM/Mf«^Tola.l,  S,  ^4,0,1^  T,  ^ 
10. 

JTaval  XKpMU,-S»0  AdM,  toL  7. 
■  JiTaval  J'ttuton  f»n4^—8tt          ToL  T. 

JTaoat  BoIM^Sm  IndM,  rd.  8,  ud  toL  1^  JVovof 

JITavipaNon  Lme«.—8»»  Adat^  toL  4. 

JVavy  f  «MfoK  /\HKt— In  the  B«uto,  >mendm«nta  of  the 

Hoiue  oonsldered,  SM 
JTavj/t  rtorffOHUaMon  of.— In  the  Hoow,  knottoii  to  >trik« 

out  the  aiqtroprUtion  to  the  n»Ty  board,  T06. 
Katuw,  Coaelxs,  BflprucBtattTO  front  PenncrlTmnU,  ISO ; 

on  tile  uik-TtttmrT,  USL 
JTocrreoa,  fiw,  in  tt«  DMyief  «/  Cb^wmMo.— ^  JMao^ 

JITe^roM,  lUdMppftv  <if-—Se4  Indtx,  yal  % 
ITtutral  fatoMoM.— In  the  Benate,  a  bill  reUHre  to,  eonald- 
erod,  eil;  the  Uir  of  IBIS,  BIS;  rights  of  oar  three 
nolghbon,  613 ;  the  bill  a  maunre  of  prerimtloti,  61S ; 
the  lint  aeotlon,  S12 ;  the  eoooiid  lectlon,  819 ;  th*  at* 
teck  OD  the  CaroUhe  arewed  bj  k  Britlih  ofloer  m 
doM  bf  Ui  ordem,  <U;  ■aMBdinont  oflbnd,  Stt;  It 
oonfliwa  th«  opemtlta  of  tho  UU  to  the  fkmlgs  sti^ 
and  colonlea  contermlDooa  with  tu,  CIS ;  bill  pasted, 

In  the  IXoDM,  prinelidei  on  vhlch  the  blU  ia  based, 
680 ;  poller  of  the  OoTer&ment,  681 ;  BeoeMar^  to  bring 
the  aid  of  the  elTtl  power  on  the  northern  frontier,  681 ; 
power  ample  nnder  the  laws  of  ITH  and  181S,  681 ;  oor- 
Tospondtnce  between  Bfr.  HadUon  and  Mr.  PI11IUM7, 
ni;  itknldtheflmrtltwIldtofthecoiutltntlOBlsIn 
eonfllet  with  this  UU,  181;  prlndplM  of  the  •metid- 
ment,  6SS;  the  aet  of  1818  went  ta  enonfh,  m;  a 
ueanire  entir^l7  tmpn^MW  to  be  ad(^>ted,a>;  ebiUto 
trammel  trade  and  corameroe,  tffit;  a  moastroos  princi- 
ple, 683;  protection  attbrded  bj  the  British  authoritiea, 
688 ;  fiirther  considered,  S9T ;  l>assed,  088, 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  from  the  Honae  reported,  688; 
atnendments,  tBt;  first  ■eetkm  anthwliea  a  seimre 
without  UraltMlons,  the  antiiidment  dealgiwd  to  Unit 
lit  tV;  two  otHuldoiatlaBa  In  IbTOr  tt  the  anwiidinent, 
040;  aawndmeot  agreed  to,  610;  seooad  amendinent, 
640;  ezplaoatkui,  610;  third  aad  fonrth  aniMidawnts, 
6M.  ^7l»d«^ToI■.a,4,fi,^T. 

JTea  SampMn,  vote  for  President  in  1886,  SSO; 

JTw  •Terofy,  toU  for  Prealdent  In  1886,  SSOb 

JtW  M*»leo  amd  JfimntH  Inland  Trade.— In  the  Senate, 
m  BeinoriBl  nlallTa  to^  preseated,  108.  St*  Iitdma, 
ToLSl 

J7mo  d^ftnee  <)f. — 5m  I»d«a\  toL  fi. 

K*m  Tort,  Tote  for  President  In  1886,  SSO. 

IRanara  iSitfir4r9.~SM  Zndm,  vols.  B,  6. 

BionOLia,  Bonan  0^  Senator  from  Looisiana,  889. 

Hhjo,  Jowt  M.,  on  the  treaaarr  elrcnlu,  61 ;  on  the  «dml»- 
ilonoflOaU«sa,M;  on  aboUtion  In  the  DbtrlotoTCo- 
Imnblii,  U8;  <m  eapjTlcht  to  Itiralgiien,  ISt;  Senator 
fiom  OonBBotlaat,  S»;  on  the  asb-Treasnrr  bUf,  m ; 
on  abolUlon  petWoM,  606;  on  Oalhoan's  naotatlaB^ 
Mian  the  fourth  instalment,  109;  on  direr  coinage, 


SoMLM,  WnjJAX  H.,  BepreaeatatlTe  from  New  York,  46a 
JTon-AperteMM  ta  Ars^  AMoma.— iSm  AdM^  T<d.  4 
Jfom-lK^m'laMoii.—B—  Iwitm,  toU  8,4. 

JTortt  Cbnftoo,  Tolo  for  Pnsldmt  la  18S«,  SSa 
Jfart*  aaiftra  BamSarff^ln  the  Honaa,*  mew^  frna 
tbePraMent  relatire  to,  eoiMidered,  479;  dalnatf  tka 

Bt«te  Maine,  619 ;  prooeedtngs  the  eonunlaloti,  ISO ; 
tenna  proposed  \>j  tlie  oommUsion,  690 ;  *"^'1flim  pp- 
poaitlon  an  abandonment  «f  the  elatm,  080^ 

In  the  Sonata,  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  snrreT',  686;  r^ortrelatiTe  to^  638;  a  maoaag*  rela* 
ttva  to,  nr;  report  on,  n»;  a  bUl  giving  the  PraaUeU 
■ddltlMial  means  of  deftaaa  IB  oNtain  aasea  oC  ImarfM^ 
oonrfdeied,761{  Itatareaof  thaWll,T>l;  oonaevianasa 
gf  pawing tttflhtbUUWt;  aopartof  the  bUloenUba 
viewed  as  a  threat,  T68 ;  the  Jwitlee  of  onr  cause  Is  palpa- 
ble, 788 ;  the  bill  ia  little  mure  than  a  contingent  ^tpro- 
priaUon  placed  at  the  dbpoaal  of  the  President,  768;  k 
It  a  threat  to  prepare  for  war  when  an  iatention  to  tn- 
vado  onr  terrttorr  b»  boon  avowed  t  764 ;  bill  passed 
tuaalinovelr,  76IL 

In  the  House,  a  debaU  oo  the  bai.70a,  AeAd^ 
Tail,  a,  10^11 

JTorAam  .nwN««r.—Ia  the  HovBS,  the  bill  for  the  prescr- 
Tation  of  peace  on,  oonddered,  634;  object  of  the  blU, 
624;  should  pease  before  we  make  an7  alteration  In 
those  prindplet  in  relation  to  our  export  tnde,  which 
had  existed  so  long,  634;  the  UU  IneflMent  to  aaawir 
the  audit  propooea,  BSSt 

JVofA-uwC  CoattyfttptoraUainff-Bttliidm,  vda.  7,  & 

HoBVSA,  JoBK,  on  counting  the  votes  tot  President,  eto^ 
18B;  Benotot  from  Mlcbtgan,  880;  on  Mr.  Calhonn's 
Tesolntlon^079;onnsntrBlreliMlons,640;  on  protection 
to  emigrant  Indiana,  609 ;  on  the  tenure  of  Judges  in 
Territories,  Nl ;  on  the-Washlngton  Monument  Bodotj, 
687 ;  on  proceeds  <rf  pabllo  Isnds,  781 ;  on  the  oatoraU- 
laUon  law,  787.  ^  AiImb,  toL  18. 

irons,  JoOOT  C,  Bepreee&tatlTe  from  Mainos  400, 

K%aH/toaiion.—8ti  Indm,  toL  IS. 


O 

OMtj-Bu  Indta,  vol  1.  ' 
Ocaupying  CSaimani  Landi.—^Imd&B,  roL  8. 
QJHe^  a  etrlain  in^ry  rMpteUng.—SM  IndMy  voL  & 
QgUuM,  rmoooJ  iif.—8«»  AdMk  vol.  1. 
Offiotra  eftht  Cutlonu.—SM  Adco^  voL  7. 
Qfflc**,  ptvraUty  t^.—Se»  Indtca,  toL  8. 
OoLx,  Guxus,  BepiesentaHve  from  Pennsjlvanla,  480. 
Ohio  Oanal,  land  gratU  to^-S4»  htdm,  voL  IL 
<Mi(>  Vef«l«ns  AwublfV'-Aw  VOL  19. 

OMo  RU»r,  improvrntni  vf.—SM  tudm,  toL  IL 
Ohio  Stats  OovammMt—Bt  Imdtm,  toL  II 
OMo,  vot«  for  PresUsBt  In  188^3801 
Ordinanot  (yi7{IT.^-AaA(b^T(dB,a^4tndA4s^vflL6^ 
JflseoHH. 

Or*gom  nrHtory.— lathe  Bemte,abiatoaothoriiath*oe- 
cnpation  o(  tntrodooed,  6S9;  If  tbeTerrltoirkBa^ociU 
•diftBD^pMAMnn^tB;  daua  of  tba  tmlr, 
the  tfane  had  eoma  wkM  wa  oo^t  to  aaseKcor  tl^  to 
Oregon  or  abandon  it  forever,  638 ;  refomd  fat  a  asloet 
cominlttee,  038 ;  a  petUloD  from  the  aettlera  ot,  7S0L 

Oritans  TerrUorU*.—Bt»  Indmt,  ToL  4,  TtrritorU*. 

Owns,  Oaonen  W.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Georgia,  <dll>; 
ondaver7peUtionB,7-10;  <»  report  on,  SOL 

P 

Pmu,  BnwrAir,  BijrawahHvt  ttm  HtwToik,  %.  Bm 
AtfmvoLtt. 


Digitized  by 


796 


INDEX. 


PAiiracB,  LBMnxL,  SApnMOtotiTC  IMm  PwMirlnali,  Mi 

PuxEm,  Jonii,  BrpNMiitetir*  flnta  Hnr  ToA,  4Ul 

PaiMmo,  /iMmiu      -In  tlM  Hoom,  k  naolation  on,  TOt. 

Panama  IfittUtsr*,  instmaUfnu  to.—SM  Indta,  toL  10.  . 

Panama  muion.—S6e  India,  Toh.  8,  f . 

PofW  Mrnuy,  %  DMinorial  nbtlTC  bv  9ML 

PAunt,  Am«u     B«pnwBtflUn  from  How  Y«k,4iD;  ob 

PAixn,  lUeimD  &,  Snator  ftom  Tlfftala,  61. 
PusxM,  JjiMB,  BiprMntrtlTO  ftam  H«w  Janar,  SL  A* 

Pamu,  Oouam,  BaprBMStattrc  ftou  1U&^  &  Bt»  hidtu, 
vflL  IS. 

PunmnB,  Willum,  BapMMntfttlM  fiom  WnMnnhnnnftiii 

4W;  on  Ui«  Tnuaij  Note  bill,  000. 
PalmU  qgic*.—8«t  liUUm,  ToL  la  ' 
PAtnnoR,  WiLLui^  BapfMnUiUn  from  OUos  <  4M;  ds* 

PATnm,  ^OBV  X.,  BaprwiilitlT*  frMU  VltglnlM,  MO ;  ob 
steverjr patltlou,  8 ;  oa Mporton,  SB;  ontludMMMof 
Uadlson,  88;  on  roMiTlngr  a  petition  ftom  sUto,  MT- 
9W;  on  the  omo  of  E.  U.  Wliltnflr,  SH;  on  d^oaits 
wlththA  BtAta«,8H;  oAn o remlntlon «  aboBtloa p«- 

tltloIM,SM.    fiMAdM,TOlf.  11,11 

Paym*»tofInUrtittoatatM.—BmMt^rt>l9. 
Fajpnmi  afi^pttU  to  Mtmim^JM  tlw  Hoom,  naolitttoBi 

rdatlTO  to,  eouldmd,  Ml 
PnuoK,  Jaum     KoptMMittliTe  tram.  Uurlutd,  t,  Ma 
PsAKCB,  DvTR    B«|>MaontettT« from Bhodo  blAnd,S;  on 

tiwExeeatlTO  AdmIaMntIon,319;  OBdepoalUwtththe 

BtitM,8n.  5m  J«<2«0,  ToU.  10, 11, 19. 
Pan,  Jbsob,      ooa*  <^,^-Su  Indtv,  vola.  10,  IL 
Pio^  Lmn  G,  BepnMiiMIn  ftom  Hew  Toifc,  MO. 
FmuaaOt  in  Utt  l)UlrlettfCUmiMtb~S$t  Indtm,  rA  13. 
FmdtOba^^eu  IMMAafM— &ft.fii^TaI.8L 
PmOmilm'f  *»  CU  DMrM  ^  CUmmMa.—SH  Ate, 

▼oL& 

Pm%»yioanta  Inturff&nU.~-JSt4  AdM,  toL  1. 
Pm«^4oan<a,  Toto  for  Frwident  in  WSU,  SBOi 
PmnmAcnn,  Jm^ac     EeprcMiitatlTe  from  YlrgtaiA,  4M ; 

OD  thk  UMtattpi)!  EImUm,  MS, 
■IWitp*  am,  rtwolMUonarti.^S4*  Jnd^  roL  T. 
iVMAm  XoHfc-^  M«a^  Toll.  IIV  It,  19. 
P«M<ON(  (o  TTowtdwi  Q^rt  <^at4  War  </  18U.-.8M  /«- 

tfM,TOL& 

Pnnr,  Coxhodokk— iSm  7M<f«i\  10. 

PtttUon^  H«  Id  tli«  Hoom,  consent  uked  to  In- 

tradnce  «  reoolntloD  nlaUTe  to,  SOS;  the  neolutlon, 
SBO;  modUed,  SH;  Tote  on  roeelTing  s  pottUon  from 
■UTes,SH;  Toto  on  thei(|^tcf  petttloa  tndsToi^  SH. 

PeUMoiu,  r«e«pUon  <if.S4»  I»Am,  toL  %  ud  /fwte^  Tola. 
l,fl;ll,»ao«». 

Pumim,  DAim  ItapNMntatlTO  ftom  PouMjlTHdn,  Mft 

PiiiiiuMw,  EnmritBi,  BapNaantattTO  frmn  Hortk  Oarall- 

PmMr,  BAiLun,  BepraanntatlTO  from  Tenneasae,  4;  on 
ehtToiT  petttUms,  6;  on  0ie  AepoAt  luka,  IS;  on  the 
Bxeenttn  Adminlatntkm,  SSI ;  on  a  aoena  In  tlia  oofxi- 
BUteafoom,S6Sk  &a  A<I«a,  toL  IS. 
rWaatlfikta  rriptxU,  Mpluntf.F'-^  PHdM,  ToL  ft 
PsxLra,  LuoBLOT,  Beprueotatiro  ftwn  ConmaUeot,  8,4IDk 
Pnupi,  Bnmv  O,  B«preaentatlTe  from  MaiaathBaatta, 
St  MO;  oo  tbe  ExpktriOK  Ezp*dlUan,  S9T;  on  tbaTrwu- 
nrr  Kot«  bill,  61S.  ^  iwfar,  toL  IS. 
Piomn,  Fbaxcib  W.,  EepreaentaUTe  from  Sonth  Caiollna, 
8,  MO;  on  olavery  petitlena,  6;  on  tbe  peUtltm  from 
Owm,  mt  «■  dapott  wUb  Uh  States  S«;  oa  tba 


foarth  Instalment,  471;  on  poa^ooIagUwfcBiaiiak 
mant,  405;  on  th«  MMTnaaaiy,  DSL 
Pmn;  FiAnLiir,BepnaeatatlTCft«nHa*Hn9diKl, 

on  ilarerjr  petttttma,  ( ;  on  Waat  Polat  Indeij,  I. 
Benator  ftom  Neir  Haa^ehln,  8S9 ;  oa  iMUfai 
tlona,  6e0 ;  on  CaUwau:*  noolatlons,  fM.  SttbU 
ToL  IS. 

PacKmr,  Hzmxt  L.,  Bepreeentativa  fram  eosth  CBolaL 
S;  reporta  on  abolition  paUtJona,  £4;  on  the  v^*: 
on  the  petUhn  from  atama,  Sn.  AaAdAnLa 
iVnioy     Oa  r«rf  Adtei-Aa  Adoa^  Tok  T,  1 
Punm,  Abhouk,  BapnaratatlTo  from  Pannuhnli,  A 
PontBsn;  J.,  hia  letter  to  Oen.  Seod,  5T4;  dkteGnLlt 

Of,  6T4;  do.  to  Ur.  Fox,  574. 
i>{riM  EUIM.—SM  I»dM,  ToL  IS. 
Polk,  Jabib  IC,  BepreaeatatiTe  frao  TeiumM,  f  C; 
eleeted  Speaker  or  tbe  Honae,  8;  addni^  i;  np^« 
tbe  vote  of  thanka,  887 ;  chosen  Bpeakettf  ttsBw. 
401;  <tt  tbo  Mder  of  bnatnem  at  tbe  ettn  <Mi«a.<3 
npbr  to  B  Toto  of  thai±^ na.  AaAA^nk^ 

AMiiekorlraln  CV^nol  md  LmtUiama  OotUgt-Siihie. 
ToL  10. 

Poor  ^  Otorgelown,  v>ood  for.— Be*  I*A»,  nL  II 
Fopi^  JODX,  Bepreaentatire  frwn  Keotoekj,  M. 
PoHitgal,  ammsret  aofO.— iSm  fndat,  toL  I 
PMfava  JTAHpaperA— ^  Indm,  YsL  & 
Pottaga,  rtduaUon  <^.—Sa»  Indsa,  nL  U 
jPoafauHlar-ffeBani^  aolorir  ^.-iSm  AAo^  T«ti  U 
Pott'<^h».—B»4  I*diai,  Tol  1. 
Pott-<^IUs«  J>epar1me»t  In9sMffatioik.Su  Ado^  nlH 
Pod-cffies  Paironai/6. — iSw  7iul«a^  Ttrf.  5. 
Pot&MOe  River  JBridffa,—Sa6  Iitdsx,  ToLl 
FOTTZi,  Vt'iLi-iiM  W.,  Bepreaentatire  ftoB  Fmqiin 

460 ;  on  the  death  of  CUlejr,  488. 
Fona,  Dathk  Jx.,  BepreBentatlTe  ftoa  ruafii^^ 

4«a  &aA<ta^ToIa.ll,ll 
J^oware  ^TAa  OraanHMBt— Aa  Ada^  tbL  11 

Tol.ll,n(rHs&jnM<M. 
Pbatt,  Zadock,  BepreaontatlTe  from  Naw  Tut,  M 
JVa-emi)tfon  RigKU,—SM  IndM,  toU.  T,  IS,  il 
Pbbki™,  Jonx  H.,  EeproaenUtlva  from  Hb»*«3'i* 
Ptimn*,  Sabukl,  SoBatorfromTnownt,sn;Ht^<f 
mont  Anti-SIaveiy  Besolntlona;  415;  ea 
on  printing  «aU-«l»Tery  peUtlaa,  WOj  «*•■''•■ 
■1^  eleetlwi.  on.  Aa  Adao^  Tota.  II,  U 
Pmma,  BiuiBAin  B..  Bepnaentatire  tea  KW?' 

«80;  agaIn8taTotaofthankatotbeapubT,:B. 
Primttt/rom  fbrtiffn  Povier».—Bt»  Indn,  wt  11 
Prettifttt  io  3ait4aUiv.—SM  Indtx,  t<^  1 
Pretldmejf,  oaconoy  in. — >Sm  Indta,  vol  L 
PreMtiUlal  JtoottmenL—SM  Ifutas,  «L  tt 
JVaelifaidlal  JR«aUo».— In  the  Bone, Tefort oa n«* 
proeeedlDg  to  oonnt  the  Totea  Ibr  PraMeot.  W; 
of  peTaone  not  oompetant,  !4S ;  countinj  the  t**  •* 
Hr.  Ton  Boren  noUfled,  205.  _j.  o « 

Pr«ttdMtialJBUeito»i*  tA«2foMa-^.MA™^. 
PBBBtOK,  TiLUAM  G,  on  the  ExpongUw  EnolotWi,  W.^ 
on  Mexican  aflUra,  1«0;  on  otTTrisM ^ 
184;  on  Texan  Indepandenoa,  SflS:  a"  P"*^. « 
foorth  Inatalment,  85S;  <»  the  ■«*''^*'T]5;^'jfi 
abolIHcmpetitloiM,  8B9;  on  Oalboiui'i  ^"71^0)' 


6ai,l>88;  MtheVennont  AntI-fflav«T»wj^« 
on  treaanry  notea,  «T8;  on  the  fcorth 
TU.  iSe« /tul«^  T(d.  IS. 

PrevioM  QustUM^—Sta  Indtx,  rob.  1,  i 

PHnUitg  Otd  JoiimaU.—SM  IndM,  taL  tk 

PrMinHtPtaatf.-^Mn.rA.-a. 

PriftiUgeti^SmaU  tyioiM^-AtA^"'-^ 
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PrtmxU«n.~-8te  Jndtm,  toIs.  4,  & 

JPropa  gating  fha  Oo«pei  among  Os  HetOhM^Sea  Indea, 
■VOL  7. 

J*ro9ptrUv  <fth»  Ootinirif.—S»e  Jmdta,  y<A.  1% 

JEhilfM  o*  Ai^>0rtft 
I>rotssi  <^&e  Pre»ide»t.—S44  IiuUm,  roL  13. 
froU^  of  Maaui^DMtta  Seiutton  igiltlrt  Om  fldnpUOB  of 

tho  Expnnglac  Besolntion,  168. 
P^Ue  Buimnff$.—SM  Jnd«e,  rote.  ^  T. 
J'uMte  I>«bt.—SM  Indta,  yoL  8. 
Public  D«fixviUn.—8M  Hkhm,  toL  T. 
J'ttbU«J>eaimmiU,nippr§ttton  ^.—8Mliid«ai,-roL  7;  do. 

r^rfirilitg  tf.-8m  Stdtm,  tbL  Mi 
PnftHe  JBF|MRM»rw-5M  AdMi  vol  IL 
Put) lie  JtEpMcfMurM;— Letter  of  tha  8«erebw]rof  Qi«  Trou- 

J>u&Kfl  Xofufi,  <ijMriI{|itti>n  ^pnottSt^  tA&— In  th«  Honse, 
ft  Te8olatloiirelattr«ta^e(Hiald««d,91;  the  trw  qnaatloa 
to  be  deelded,  «9L 

Zb  the  Senate,  le*T«  to  Introduce  »  bill  uked,  81 ;  ob- 
ject to  eontlDoe  the  Artribntlon  wltb  tlte  Stateo,  <1; 
■msadment  oflbrad  to  On  UD,  IH ;  loit,  161 ;  uneBd- 
mont  to  t}ie  bill  carried,  132. 

CMtbm  o/.—la  the  Senato,  e  propoeltlon  relatlTO  to, 
190;  tbe  bin  laid  OB  the  fatble,  »1. 

•tht  bill  to  prohibit  Skies  except  to  setnal  settlers,  A*., 
eonsUerod,  IW ;  the  grest  prlndplo  of  the  bill  Is  to  arrest 
DMHiopolles  of  tbe  pnbUe  taada,  ud  limit  sales  to  aetaal 
MtOeii^  109 ;  ta  this  prindpU  nwh  as  to  reenniBend  It 
tothaSenatof  IW;  arOsof  tiie  «dttlngq7stem,110;  a 
nwBopoIr  of  Its  lands  the  Kreatast  li^niT'  to  a  eoaBtt7, 
110;  what  has  the  GoTonunent  pined  l^anetfamadaaT 
111 ;  details  of  the  Un,  lit 

Prt-mption  to  Actual  SetUart^la  the  Benata,  a  bill 
to  gnat,  te,  coBBldered,  0!0 ;  amendment,  tiO. 

The  bill  to  reduce  and  gradnate  the  prlA  ot^  eoo- 
aldered,  Ml ;  amendmaBts  moved,  HI ;  carried,  Ml ; 
bin  ordered  to  a  third  ifadlng,  691 ;  one  of  two  conrses 
of  poller  oD^t  to  be  panned  In  regard  to  tha  pnbUo 
leads,  CM;  adhere  to  the  pfosent  laws,  or  nuke  eeesslim 
tothe8tatM,agft 

In  the  Honsa,  the  Senate  bDl  relatlTs  to  pre-emptim 
eonsldared,  68S ;  reaototlons  offered,  TIT ;  the  blU  to 
gndnate  the  price  oC  pueed,  T80;  a  resolution  of  In- 
qiiti7  rclatlTs  to  tbe  distribution  of  the  proceeds  vt,  TBI. 

JSse/adM^  Toll.  1,9,8,6,7, 10,19.  JHatrfhvtttM  i^ 
PnettOt^-SM  JhOm,  Ttds.  1(^11,19.  Pur^tatn 
qf—St*  Adtu,  rtA.  n.  OraditaUim  ^  IKt  iVfoar- 
Ai  I»Amy  Tola.  8, 9. 
AiNfe  Jfoiisv.— Am  /fut«B,  ToL  11 
PifTMrt  <i»  tt«  iravjij~-Sf  Htdta,  toI.  10. 
PuTiTAJf,      ,  BeprtaentatlTe  from  New  York,  890. 
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JtaOreaiU,  eM  te.—8es  TndM,  tdL  10. 
RaUroadfirom  BaUtmort  to  Wa»M»(ftot^.—B»»  InJSta\  toL 
11. 

Bamooivb,  Josnra       B^rMentatlTa  ftom  NewJerscj, 

ua 

JIaNseM,prpUMIl0ii  4f;-AM  MiB^  T<d.  & 

Bunmr,  Jakb,  BepnasntatlTe  ftvm  IndiSBa,  461;  eo 

postponing  the  Jborttt  lntilnwBt,  488;  ea  twasiuj 

W>tM,0e8L 

■ 


BmA  Atete  omA  aamm,  tatuaUoit  tf.—BM  Iitdtai,  toL  6. 

Rzzp,  JoKK,  ReprssentsttTO  ftmn  Mssasehnsetia,  8, 4M. 

Bnras,  Bit,  Mm^  ehoaan  o^fi^tw  tfthe  Honae,  TU 

Bncnn,  Awaaais  BspieimatiTa  ftom  Snth  Oandlna, 
8,400.  &eM«^T(d.l9. 

JbgMrt  OB  the  awde  ef  eooBtlng  the  Totae  ftr  PMtdsB^  IK 

£9nMiila«M*,  PflUe  q^-As  Adin  vols.  1, 9, 4. 

B«prm$iaaUtm,  ipiat^Utabm4f/'.-~3i4l*dom,  toL  t. 

JtssfinwHen,  dees  «  eoMs  a  eooonov  r— iiSse /Mta^  ToL  L 

SttohMim  on  tbe  deoaaso  of  EUu  K.  Kaate,  6;  on  •iavcry 
petltlona,  T ;  to  admit  tha  Hlchigan  Bepreaentatlve  as  a 
spoctator,  11 ;  on  daverj  In  tha  Dlatriet  of  Colsaitda, 
and  slarerT'  petitions,  19 ;  for  a  bnst  of  Marshal  U;  on 
ttepBrahaBeofbooks,15;  on  an  IsTeetigBtteB  «f  tha  de> 
posit  hnki^ie-lt;  on  tbadoocaaaor  UohacdJ.  Uni- 
BlacM;  on  ahi41tl«n  petltloBa,  H  >T,«8;  onthe  de- 
oaaseef  lCadlioi,87fd8;  «iTeieelBdapeBdenea,  4^99; 
on  the  deeease  of  B.  &  OeUsbonoi^  H;  on  commereo 
and  BftTlgatlOB,  67 ;  on  the  tfeaenrjr  elreolar,  ST ;  of 
thanka  to  the  Tlee  PresldeBt,  189;  on  eoantlng  the 
votes  tor  President,  eto.,  186;  on  lUdlson's  ptpeia,  196; 
tetetlTa  to  the  land  laws,  198;  of  thanka  to  the  neaUcBt 
jMW  fem,  of  the  Senate,  906;  w  the  daoaaaa  of  David 
SldESDDifll;  toteheBetbeStataaftomthep^BMit^ 
the  deposit,  9U;  en  tha  Sneattve  edoalnlslntloB,  919; 
on  tbe  decease  of  Jobs  Coflta,  911 ;  on  the  deoease  of 
Qoo^  L.  Klnnard,  319;  on  the  Preddent'a  Heesago, 
819;  on  tha  ||^nslon  of  the  pension  ^stem,  986;  en 
tharlghtofpetltU(n,t98;  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  888; 
of  relief  to  Hra.  Sosan  Deeatnr,  388;  relatlTe  to  the 
soene  Ib  the  commtttee  mom,  988;  on  the  mode  of 
counting  the  votes  fix  rresWent,  360;  relattva  to  tha 
petltiOBlkoni  doves,  M8^  36^  871;  of  eaBann  of  lb.  Ad* 
anis,9T8,974,980,9ftl,  9n;rd8ttTe  to  S.  H. 'WUtncr. 
381, 387,  SOi,  806 ;  relattve  to  notes  of  the  United  States 
Ba&k,  81i;  relative  to  the  deposit  banks,  881 ;  on  the 
deocoBO  of  James  Btaadlftr,  469;  on  the  pa)'Dientaf  q>e' 
da  to  members,  468;  on  retareBoa  of  the  Pieslduifs 
Message,  409 ;  en  the  order  of  bnalness,  4til ;  <»  the 
United  StateoaBd]fBxleo,4M;  on  annexation,  468 ;  on 
the  decease  of  Senator  Eent|6»;  an  ezpnnglng,8B6; 
of  Hr.  Oalbou  ob  almijr,  HI,  678;  Mta,  BOB;  of  Ur. 
Oaj relative  to  aboUtlon,  BOB;  on  the  Ktarfsrip^elcetloBt 
618, 616,681;  on  Canada  aflUn,  010;  on  the  distribution 
of  books,  019;  on  the  decftweof  J.  ClUer,  688, 684;  on 
Inveatlgstlng  the  canses  ot  the  death  of  dnej,  688;  on 
the  deeeaseof  Tlmothjr  J.  Garter,  654;  on  tha  decease  of 
IsKse  HoKbn,  660;  relative  to  Texas,  808;  rdaUve  to 
tbe  deoease  of  Joab  Lowler,  W ;  readadlBg  the  tieasiuy 
etder,  080;  ob  books  fbr  memhen^  681;  on  tho  north- 
eastem  boondsrj',  OSS;  on  the  deeeasa  of  Vm,  FUter- 
aon,701;ctfABdrewT.BmjB,701;  on theilghliof the 
South,  lin,  TH;  on  slavetr,  718;  on  ftitllltr  of  eonstlta- 
tional  resolntloBa,  718 ;  on  flnandal  poller,  718 ;  on  the 
British  outrage  at  Sehlosser,  718;  relative  to  the  Uonroe 
doctrine,  T16;  on  the  Wisconsin  election,  T18;  on  pabUo 
lands,  71T;  on  moner  received  ftonetutoma,  719;  rela- 
tive to  proesads  ti  poUle  lands,  780;  ob  the  Utantlaa 
of  Amerlean  daves,  TS8 ;  relatlTe  to  9mm  Bonaor^flB; 
of  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  708. 

BtlrmeimotU.—St4  Indta,  vol.  la 

Aeeenwe  JiMwf*.— In  tha  Senate,  a  bill  flir  the  veaewelet 
eonsidered,  489. 

Amwihm  OoOMtbM  BOL—Sf  KvUijUaUon. 

RevenvK,  eoOoeUoit  of.— 8m  Indtm,  vol  6. 

AeeeiMM  OutUn^SM  Indom,  voL  A. 

JbvMNM^  iwIimMms  4*.— Aa  AdM^  vol  IS. 

Rmimma,  wrplML--In  the  Hooso,  a  report  on,  948;  bOl  to 
ndaoe^SfP;  BsoUoBtorefcrtetheCommittseefW^ 
.  mdMeaBOifli;  important  meesBre, 948;  wlU  aeate  a 
pulelntho  oooBttr.Stt;  It  It  n  parlr naanunrMI; 


Digitized  by  Google 


798 


INDEX. 


what  doM  the  8Mi«faU7  of  the  Trewary  mf,  but  that 
the  nTUiae  win  Ml  ahortt  W;  taotkn  to  lij  on  the 
tiUe  lost,  tSa 

2Mk  4f  JfbfMy  Jbr^-b  tte  SsmtA,  Botle*  Ibrlam 
to  briBf  In  k  Un,  MD;  the  Vm  Introdaeed,  HT;  tbo 
PrMldent  reooniroenda  gold  uid  tHrer  ezdiulvelf,  WT ; 
eabet(rftheraoliit]oBonst8,'8S8;  the bltl  otlut  lee- 
doo,  St8;  Ite  priDclplea,  U8;  what  U  at  thU  moment 
the  ongndons  aCtltnde  In  which  the  Oorernmant  ts 
pbeed  towards  the  people  f  SOS ;  a  state  of  tbli^  not  to 
be  perpetnated,  SOB;  divorce  of  bank  and  state  are 
OTtda-worda,  809 ;  we  an  told  of  the  Inconrenleuce  of 
teoalTliig  ati7  tUiig  bat  gold  and  iIlTar,  Sn;  the  cnr- 
reney  should  ba  Impmred  fn  the  benefit  of  tiie  people 
as  well  as  the  Gorerament,  8W;  tendency  of  the  etren- 
latlon  of  the  preetons  metala,  aa  stated  by  the  PrealdeBt, 
S70;  "Inoreaee  the  aaAty  of  bank  paper,"  8T1;  the 
raeasnre  proposed  almost  njeetred  the  unanimous  ooa- 
■ent  of  the  last  Congreas,  871 ;  Its  adTantafes,  8T1 ;  it 
wontd  Bscare  a  snaod,  stable,  and  eonrenlent  currency, 
Sn ;  the  snb-Treasniy  •ebeme  aqnlnts  towards  a  tr«a»- 
nry  bank,  SIS ;  will  yon  oigantse  aoch  a  great  moneyed 
maddnefSn;  ^oeitioii  Inroived  la  the  bUl,Sn;  UD 
Ofderod  to  a  second  reading,  9t4> 

St9ol*Utm,  totaivn  ^—Si^Jitdm,  vote.  10, 11,  mat  Udtt, 
ToU.  8,  0,  Soldten. 

Jtevolvthn,  tttrvlvtnff  cjflaert  t^.—SM  Indee\  toL  9. 

JS^toltMtmarv  Awnfy  Landt,—tSM  Indtee,  toI.  8. 

JlewfiiWwwiiy  nabiu.—BM  Indtm,  roL  19. 

XneMlMatv  Pmeftm  ^fttem.—at«  Indta,  toL  S. 

BanoiM,  Jonr,  BeprseeBtattre  ftom  lUlnols,  4.  Su  In- 
««■^voLll 

RanroLM,  Joszpn,  BepreientatlTe  from  Kew  Tork,  8 ;  on 

depodts  with  the  States,  814. 
SnnT,  S.  Baxkwku^  BeprcaanlatlTe  from  South  Carolina, 

MO;  on  treaniTy  notes,  4M ;  on  the  Treasury  Hot«  bill, 

die;  on  the  attaek  <«  the  CeroUne,  K6. 
JEMe  iWiHid;  sAnlMfM  4!-As /iMfa^  ToL  1 
JBMe  iUmtrf;  iwt«  to  Pnrfdsnt  In  18SS,  no. 
Tbaummm,  Johw     BepreeentatlTe  from  Smtb  Onellna, 

4601 

UtFLiT,  Eliaib  "W^  S^mwntriiTB  from  LonMaiia,  4,  Ml ; 
on  slaTery  pettthtu^  6;  on  Um  XxeentlTe  admtidstra- 

tlon,  «8L 

BfTM,  Fbavois  K,  BeprerilntatlTe  tnax  Virginia,  4«a 

Brrat,  Wtuiuf  C,  hie  mbetKate  relatire  to  the  traasniy 
fllTenlftr,H;  on  tb»  tr— nry  dreolar,  >5;  on  the  nemo- 
tial  oftha  Cotnnlution  Sodafy,  IM;  Senator  ttom  Yli- 
glBlA,M;  «i tin  klnda of  monaj  for  nfenae^  H?;  on 
the  mVTrensarr  bin,  MS ;  oa  the  iDdepondent  treasnir, 
on  the  foarth  instalment,  Til.  As  /iMteoi,  toL  IS. 

Xoadt  and  Oonait,  *urv»jfJbr.—8M  Ttuhas,  toL  T. 

Soad/nmlMroUta  CMeOffo;  dc/fom  Ptiuaeolalo  SL 
AvgvMna;  do.  from  Georffia  to  yew  Orleafu.—SM 
Indtm,  ToL  8  i  da.  to  AritaKaiu.SM  IndtK,  vol.  0. 

RoaSa,  PoiL—See  IfuUas,  toU.  S,  T. 

MoaU,  Pot*,  repair  «fi  <i»  Jnmi«»tppt.-~SM  Indtm,  vol  8. 

Soadt  A»  Statet  or  Tu-rUortot,  tftfbiwM  Mmsn.— A« 

A4n^  vols,  a,  ia 

Boan,  JonK,  Eepresontatlre  from  Tl^nla,  8. 

EoiHB,  JoKiT  J.,  Senator  fkwn  Virginia,  889;  on  abolition 

petMooa,  68T :  on  the  Vermont  Antl'SIarery  rasolnttons, 

818;  on  book  purchases,  TTK 
BoBsm,  AxuEm,  on  Uadletm'i  papers,  lU;  Senator  from 

Bhodabhuid,8ni  a&boDkaforiBembm,fln.  AsA* 

(tanToU-ML 
BoBBiwK,  JoBX,  BeprMntetlTCft9BinfglBiB,flt4W;  oi 

Tflportotiabolliloapetlttoiu,SB;  on  the  osnure  of  Hr. 

Adams,  m-,  on  d^xidtswltli  the  StalHSUkM*;  on 

tr«Mir]rBotea.M8;  on  the  Ism  of  tveamriiotai^  M6, 

ei4,&».  Sm£UUm,rti.Vk 


BoBnfsoir,  JOKX  IL,  Benatorfrom  Ti"™^,  SS8;   Som  bdm, 

vole.  II,  1». 

Bodua,  Jamo,  Bepresentatlve  from  Baath  CkroHm,  & 
Buoaui,  Jrax,  Boiater  from  IMm,  Stt;  «■  wUil  lA- 

tlon^  eU;  OB  the  deesMs  of  TtaMtkr  J.  Cscti^  ML 

&e  AdetvToLia. 
£Wm;  amMdmeta  (^."Se*  IkOm,  toIs.  9,  Ifl;  IL 
BuoET,  EDWAUt,  BepreeentatlTe  from  keatwcky,  4M;  m 

steam  aavlgation,  TiS. 
BiTBSKLL,  David,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  Trnfe,  i;  M& 
jeMMfoM.  Treaty  in  tie  JMft-WM^  Wfraii«a»l  ^t-Bm 

Meo^voLia 

S 

Salt  Dtttvand  FtAi»g  7tovmiy.-~S««  /tecte,  voL  »,  Jk0lm. 
BALYomrAix,  L.,  BepruentatiTe  from  Msssieb— stH 
Sahta  AmA,  his  letter  to  PresldsBt  JadaoB,  UK. 
aiMWiMia*treH^f<ff— a»e  Jxto^TotSL 
Sawto,  BsMiraL  T.,  BeprsaeBtnttre  from  Hortt  Oh^k 
4Ml 

flnsnsfw  n  nrmmfflin  ffnnm    Tw  tlin  TTninri.  Indnlgii >i 
an  explanatlen  asked,  tS9;  statement  of  tb»  GUU,  9; 
extract  from  the  Jonnial  of  the  eommlttee,  ISt; 
■rtnal  ooonrrenoe  on  the  oecaslon  reUtod,  SSL 

How  the  proceedings  of  the  ooBomlttM  have  1m 
misrepresented,  MM ;  statement  In  detail,  W;  aiher 
■trtemanta  made,  MS,  MB,  asi. 
SonsoK,  FsmiiAVD     BepreecBtatlTC  ftmn  Vsvteir, 

8.  £m /«(l«a^  Tel.  11 
Sekoot  tMndM.—8M  liulam,  toL  la 
Saamm,Jitrwiffn  mercAant— Ae  Mm,  toL  (. 
Swiun,  prottaH<M  iff.— See  Indtm,  Toli.  8,  A, 
Seat     QonenKmM>L—St»  Indoa,  vols.  1,  9,  S,  & 
iSeersf  JVooMiffofiv,  pHbUeoMen  ^— £es  AAn,  nL  4 
SediUon  Lav><^ im^-Set  /wf eos  Tide.  4,  ^  1^ and Mta. 

ToLS^  /)«btHiM  Jreoawrsf  awl  axWWow  jFVwdfaa. 
Anrinole  Wur.—Jn  the  Honae,  a  bill  maUng  spfm^Msa 
to  niivnaB  hosttnUes,  ooDsldmd,  U;  tMr  dsyifc 

tloia,  11 ;  eanse  4tf  the  dlstmbeneM,  It;  ■  rflj  fer 

speedy  action,  IS;  Indefinite  ebaraetef  of  thn  ■pfnfria- 
tion,18;  light  on  the  Bnt|)eetdedi«d,U;  ^Aat  M  tta 
.  gronnds  for  the  appropriation  f  14. 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  q>propriatlng  for  i«p|t«irtaa 
of  Indian  hiietliltles,eoiuldered.«8S;  the  sK«tae  of  the 
Oorenment  and  character  of  the  oocntry  ^^^^ 
WMt  «r  the  passage  or  this  bfll,  I8S ;  Ooeaola,  fiat ;  rts^ 
aete  of  the  QMidue  tMtgr  flf  1888k  flBS ;  e4««te^ 
oonse adopted  towMdftBo^  IBS;  hlspirnniiiilntl.  nnt: 
portion  of  the  admlatstratioa  npoo  this  Indian  sa^sat 
delicate  and  peeoliar,  684 ;  fhrthwr  rcfflnifts,  99^ 

It  Is  arid  a  frand  waa  committed  on  the  FlesUa  b- 
dlans  In  the  treaty  for  their  remormt,  665;  whoe  )o- 
eated,  «85;  narrattTC  of  the  oaoaea  whlA  led  to  the 
HaDdMleww,fB& 
Amfoels  W«fj—8i»htdm,rA.^ 
AMlseoBTeBsaattdassriM  Mth  0Mfi«H,4S;  «««sb« 
at ettan  eesilca  of  188T,  SS8;  a4)o«rni«tdaso«f  «xtn 
session  of  1887,  4ttt;  ooRTSlus  at  U  session  of  HU 
Congress,  644. 

SxnoKAirT,  JoHX,  BepresentatlTe  from  PenneylTnala,  M& 

See  IndMi^  Tols.  S,  ^  T,  8, 10, 11 
Sirnn,  H.,  Delegate  frwn  ArkaaMS^  4;  PibsI» 

from  AikansM,  4^  SSt,  8M;  m  dnfiUi^  OS;  ea  Os 

twinre  (tfjodget  In  Tsntteifsikin.  As  JisdM^Tih 

10^  II,  11. 

BRxon,  William,  BsprsiiatBtlTe  ft—  lf«w  Ten^  IL 
SnmB,  DAxn,  Btpiessntrtl?s  ften  rsiimt  inula,  dli 
SnrA«\  ^'"l  BBgwunlattfa  ft«B  XofOi  ftislir^ 
46a 
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Bbbpabi\  Wiuiav  Bq  B«pimkiM1t«  from  North  QuoU- 

BssrPBU^  Aueimm  EL,  Btpmwtotlw  flwn  H<nth  Cat- 
olin«,S,4n.  teMM^Tok  9^10,11, 11 

Bhrlo^  E.  ItoprtMBtMlTe  ftant  TaBMMM,  ^  Ml ;  m 
tlM  Mas  of  Junes  Brown,  S41 

Soxmr,  WiLUAM  N.,  BcpraMBWln  fkim  XT**  J«im7<  ^ 
iSm  Indite,  vol  IL 

SrapLKS,  Uattsias,  BepMMntaUTO  from  Ohios  Ml, 

SiBLvr,  Mask  S«pMMntotlT»  tma  Jfow  Tork,  MO ;  on 
postponing  th«  fourth  lutolmant, 

BmuM,  NiOHOUS,  BeprsMBtitlTB  ftom  H«w  Totfc,  8. 

Att,  oNlhira  indfi^  tbL  IL 

i8MU»0  AiMf,-«M  AdM^  ToU  la 

i9Clv«r  CWitaff*L— In  th«  Stutts,  peSttou  tor,  pnwntod, 
788  ( tUa  ynut  «MiMd  tha  dlcpr^jtorttoiut*  Jtlao 
b«twMngi>)d«>dBllT«r,T88;  henoe  allvw exported, 788; 
me^nitf  not  CMiMd  bjr  oxportatloti,  786;  BllTermoat 
TBluMefor  ftzport,  TS8;  no  MHdtT',  788;  rauU  pv«r 
iMrfMbnn  BMds  elwi*  mum,  lit;  Importation  now 
toaliMatMdialTaljfiild,78»;«l4aetcrtlw  patttlon- 
mwm  to  obWa  n  i^lf  vf  ehnnfo  Uataad  of  iMnplaalara, 
dtw  and  fold,  UBa  oTlSM,  W;  nvort  af  the 
Secretary  ot  ths  Traaaiuy,  T40, 741 ;  aUnpliaten  ejtpel 
BllTer,  741 ;  (brthar  debate,  749. 

Bu.i>«,  VitLux,  B«pT«MDtattTe  from  Tarmont,  8;  460;  on 
the  abollttoo  of  alarffry,  W8. 

Aoeery,  acWo«  it^/tKlfcMia.— ^  Indtm,  roL  8,  0nftoa«M. 

,Sfa««ry4iia«i>WrM<|<CWMmMK— U  tha  Ho1la^petl• 
ttona  pnaealad,  ft;  laM  on  the  table,  B;  tmthn  petl- 
tlona,B;  mollMt  aot  toneelTCt  S;lmpR9Cla^ar  latto- 
dndi^  than  hera,  8;  totes  •qnltoaal,  <;  BMitiDii  to  re- 
eonatdor,  8;  rigtatof  patltlraaaerad,  8;  care  ahonld  be 
talun  to  aOaj  pnblLe  feelings  8 ;  formar  motloa  mlann- 
dentood,  8;  th«  qveattoa  moat  be  vant  now  or  at  aome 
fatnio  Ume,  7;  daaire  to  agitate  the  qscatln,  T;  nwtloo 
to  reeonilder  laid  on  the  table,  7. 

S«aolDtloii8  on  the  anbjeet,?;  motlmi  to  reeoiulder 
the  Tote  Mfenlng  a  petition,  7;  idle  to  attempt  to  arold 
thla  «ob}ect  by  any  paritamantarf  tnanwOTTe,  6 ;  neeaa- 
dlyof  qaietlDg  the  naxletr  •>  the  anlifee^  8;  what  the 
Tote  irlll  aboir,  6 ;  the  only  way  to  get  rid  of  the  qnea- 
tlon,  8;  how  diapoaed  of  Ibtmerly,  8, 9;  preaent  action, 
9 ;  dlaeoMion  will  follow,  9 ;  whst  beoomea  the  tn- 
eendtaiy  ■peechei  If  tliey  go  to  tha  pnbllef  t;  this  snb* 
leet  la  no  aOUr  of  yoniB,  10 ;  nothing  aatUy  the  Boath 
bnt  the  Indignant  reaction  of  theae  petitions,  10. 

Who  are  theae  petltloiienT  10;  their  oondlUoa,  10; 
foaatton  of  resoHldemtloB  earried,  18;  motfaw  to  lay 
thepeUttonwithetBU«,ll;  eanled,!!.  , 

Beaolntiona  olhred,  IS;  qnostlon  taken  and  earrlod, 
1ft;  the  report  of  the  aeleot  oommittee,  M;  not  one 
grrand  In  the  whole  report  for  Soathem  men  to  re«t  a 
Ibot  npon,  M;  an  abandonment  of  the  rights  of  the 
Sooth,  M;  the  report  ought  to  be  printed,  S5;  tt  yields 
•Tary  thing  the  abollthnlsta  ooald  hare  azpeoted,  S& 

Votloi  to  leMamlt  with  InatmotiMu,  Ao,  85 ;  eboold 
print  l^M;  every  aiag  wit  MunendaNdto  the  aboH* 
tl«ilstB,98;  the  nnmber  of  memoiUi,  H;  gnatuocal 
mnaea  at  mric  Ia  Ihvor  of  the  Sonth,  M;  the  power  <rf 
Congress  In  the  DIstriat,  88 ;  every  thing  operating  1^ 
Torably  for  the  Sottth,  tt ;  Aiitbat  debate,  S7 ;  flrat  KMo- 
Intlon  adopted,  87 ;  aeiwd  waohittoi  adapted,  83;  third 
adopted,  88. 

In  tlie  Benate,  a  aomorlal  of  the  grand  Jury  ofTash- 
Ingtok,  proteatlag  agrinst  the  InlefftreBee  of  eWiana  of 
tUrtantSlataawlth  alaTefy  tat]MlHatiM,108;  notloi 
to  prist  IB  extn  Bomber,  188 ;  It  lakaa  tha  >1|^  graud, 
158;  is  the  anlject  matt*  pr^ier  for  Oeagnaa  to  enter- 
tain, 108;  It  wDoM  lead  to  the  belief  that  CoBCNM  was 
aboot  to  Mt  «n  the  mlOeet,  188, 


Memorials  ttom  Indiana  preaeoted,  1S8;  nwttoa  to 
tvoelre  laid  on  the  table,  187,  188. 

In  the  Hense,  petitions  te,  pieaented  and  laid  on  the 
table,  SH;  ethers  praaontad,  856;  petUioB  or  Bonthem- 
et«,  895;  nothing  abont  slavery,  W;  laid  on  the  taUe, 
SSft;  other  petitions  presented,  and  a  motion  to  suspend 
themle,808L 

Fetltlo&e  fVmn  females  of  twenty-ei^t  towns  In  New 
Hanqwhlre,  «S ;  laid  on  the  table,  386. 

FetlUon  from  Frederldubnrg,  TlrglnU,  888;  to  stop 
the  sUve-trsde  In  the  District,  9«& 

Petltlott  from  twenty-two  slSTea,  800;  what  shall  be 
dona  witii  It  1 881 ;  ftiat  laatvios  of  the  Und,  988 ;  AooU 
bo  iOBimarilr  dealt  with,  988;  soeh  Infrnetlon  of  the 
mlee  ahoold  be  ponlshed,  987;  rules  anapeaded,  S8T; 
motfctn  to  take  the  Frederioksbnrg  petition  from  tha 
table  and  retnni  It  to  Its  anthora,  Ml;  amendment 
moved  relatlre  to  the  presentation  of  a  petltliai  from 
alsres,  SOS;  an  amendment  to  tha  amendomit,  848 ;  an 
sbnse  of  the  rl^C  of  petition  to  preeeot  papen  Indls- 
erlminatdy,  90S;  too  many  seek  to  hide  their  opinions 
on  the  AboUtlm  of  skTOry,  ooder  s  dsiM  of  the  rii^t 
of  petition,  918;  sa  nneadnMnt  oflned  relntlre  to  eoa* 
tempt  of  the  HoDse,  988;  Is  there  tho  power  er  the  will 
in  this  House  to  dleeoantenanoe  sooh  proeeedlngsr  981; 
tho  reeolntion  states  two  tt/Oa,  are  they  so  r  Mi. 

The  charges  made  agalnat  me,  870 ;  attempt  to  pre* 
aent  a  petition  fhnn  slaves,  and  pmylng  for  their  eman- 
cipetlou,  970;  who  knows  that  Utis  Is  sof  STO;  what  la 
tho  deelslon  of  the  Hoosef  970;  why  arc  wo  almost 
daUydnwn  Into  the  eootfdecatlon  of  abstnek  oal  fan- 
pcBOtleable  sabJeeU,  970;  views  Mnder  which  Mr.  Ad- 
ami  acta,  971 ;  eharlty  for  his  age,  971 ;  will  we  llro  op 
to'  the  agreement  we  have  made  with  onr  Soathon 
breUuenf  971;  on  attempt  to  Introdnea  »  petUtoa 
from  sInvoB  BO  trifling  matter,  9T1 ;  other  icaolattons, 
971. 

The  pmnsedlngi  the  eflbot  of  tke  reaolotloas  on  ttds 
snt^ect,  9ni  bonnd  to  malnlala  the  dlgnitr  «f  All 
bo4r<  *n;  tho  Union  sift,  971;  the  voooraUo  umber 
keand,8I9;  tktaiil^eetonghtiiottobe  dissnMsily 
Boothem  members,  979;  dtoenashm  had  eontlaned  ontil 
excitement  bad  risen  to  the  highest  pitch,  978;  whether 
the  petition  was  a  Jest  or  not  his  oonduet  was  mprehen- 
slbie,878. 

Beselntfons  of  oonsnre  of  Hr.  Adams  eoastdered,  278; 
he  did  not  present  tbe  petition  of  doves,  974;  explana- 
tion, 974;  modlOeatloB  of  the  reeo^ntloBs  irfBmd,974| 
a^aaatlon  shooU  bs  satlifootoiy,  878;  tbo  rsaohtloB, 
97S;  the  eqlaoottoo  doss  not  prove  tho  pnpclsfyof 
bis  conTse,975;  dUfoienee  of  opMoB  as  to  tbo  oooiao 
to  be  punned,  9T8 ;  tho  Booth  not  ireU  tudemtooi^ 
97S;  did  the  member  from  Hssssohosetts  vlolato  any 
parliamentary  role  7  978 ;  was  tt  aa  offenee  to  give  ootor 
to  the  Idea  that  slavse  possess  the  right  of  petUlonr 
978;  bowgeotlemen  seek  to  Justuy  their  eoaa^l78i 
ovr  great  ftudansotsl  rights,  9T8;  these  rl^ts  sssrilod 
Inttko  donoMlatioaaflrthe  North, 877;  oan  tho  ssntl- 
Beats  of  ft  portion  of  the  poo^  U  ths  non-slavslwldlof 
fitatea  be  nerlmef  9n;  the  right  of  peUUoa  not  a  light 
given  by  the  oonetltntlon,  977;  wHI  these  angry  attacks 
cheek  the  spread  of  the  dls^probatlonof  alaTOty  7  978; 
the  right  of  peUthm  ^qiertalns  to  the  psnoB  of  tiH  pe- 
titioner, 978;  Anther  debate,  97a 

Tbe  reeolnttoos,  980 ;  not  true  that  ail  men  have  Oe 
right  to  petltloB  tbo  Oovenmeat,  881;  tA^ttX  sf  Ibo 
Ab(ditloiditB,ISl:  tbsissalatlonortheHoiiaonUIn 
to  these  petitions,  8S1;  Us  e«t«nt,S81;  wrong  to  itko 
the  qnestton  whether  slavee  oso  petition,  981;  the 
charge  of  offence  too  vague  to  Jostl^  a  vole  of  eeasnre, 
981 ;  K«al  itftts  of  tbo  atevo,  989 ;  ohanwter  of  thSM 
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prtUoi^  Itt;  nMdlflMtlM  tt  tb*  MMBdDMirt,  SSS; 
pTCTlolU  <]nestlon  morsd  mmI  not  >e«oitde<I,  S8S. 

FInt  qneiUoB  beftra  th*  House  wu  wlMther  U107 
would  ncelve  a  paUtlon  ftom  BlaTM,8S8;  reuau  ts- 
■Ignnd  Ibr  not  teoeivlng  tbelr  petition,  368 ;  petltlra  a 
Tight  glvea  b7  Uia  Ood  of  natars  to  every  man  when 
created,  S88^  e peUtton  la » BopplleeUon, 284 ;  thla right 
doei  Bot  depend  npoB  cradltion  or  ebueoter,  SSt ;  once 
admit  that  tbe  right  of  petition  b  UmUed,aiid  Uialta- 
ttMMwUlbo  OMMUMlraddod,  185;  4oM  it  depend  OB 
the  power  to  grant  tbe  reqaeett  S85;  the  rewrintlMis 
whieb  bare  been  oflmd,  885{  when  yon  ebaige  othen 
wltb  (rimaa,  be  sore  of  7onr  fltcts,  280 ;  tbi«ata  of  an  1d- 
dtctment,  S8C;  the  memben  of  this  House  amenable  to 
a  grand  Jarr  tot  words  spoken  in  debate  1 S8T ;  first  re- 
qneet  of  tlie  Bpeaker  of  tlie  Hoose  of  Commons,  SST ; 
not  to  be  intimidated,  SST ;  am  I  to  be  fonnd  gnllty  tbt 
girtng  color  to  an  idea  I  888 ;  the  resoUtion  does  not 
answer  n^qoeatio^  189;  it  tana  iv(mthsmaD,SS3; 
tbe  Moond  rdtahitton  a  MbMltsts  tor  aU  Qu  otbon,  S69 ; 
Mteonadooiof  ha¥UgglT8B  the  least  particle  of  ollbaoe 
to  file  HoQM,  S89;  a^lonmmant  ntored  «Bd  lest,  SS0; 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  moved  and  loet,  SW ;  reao- 
Intiona  nijeeted,  2M. 

FetitiOBe  preeented,  0D6 ;  motion  to  laf  on  Uw  table, 
earrled,  H5;  othen  ptoeentad,  SOB;  qoeattoa  of  reoep- 
Uon,  carried,  06& 

InthaBeMte,pcUtiour(«Mnt«dl,6ltT;  totUafteUng 
on  the  InereaM  f  SST ;  not  on  the  Inerease,  SST ;  grows 
oat  of  a  spirit  of  IhaatMsm,  tIST ;  no  oondllatury 
ooone,  no  temporizing,  BSJ;  eommlttee  of  the  District 
not  eonsUtntod  to  consider  tliia  snttJect,  607;  it  Isaskod 
If  this  increase  of  petitions  does  not  arise  ftam  a  belief 
that  the  right  of  petition  la  Intaded,  6W ;  Umlts  of  this 
right,  CSS ;  batter  meet  the  petitkmen  at  onee^  and  Bay 
they  bare  no  right  to  oome  hers  on  tbls  snl^eo^  CSS ; 
their  ^^rer  to  reasonable,  temperate,  Jnst,  006;  noieap 
sen  Ibr  nrglag  thrfr  reeeptloa  bat  to  prodnoo  exolto- 
ment,  009;  men  ot  ell  parties  omonr  in  these  petitions, 
0B9;  sentlmente  of  Sew  Hampshire,  000;  to  reeelve 
and  report  woold  not  inoease  excitement,  ;  it  is 
Bsld  tbe  right  of  petition  is  Tiolated,  000;  nothing 
gained  by  disoDsoion  here,  MO ;  pact  ooane  of  the  Sen- 
ate, 040;  wUl  eontrol  poUUoal  parUee  at  tbe  North,  000; 
further  deUte,  061;  laid  on  tbe  table,  6C9. 

T^rmomt  JM-OaMn/  Jtosoiwitoiifc— laflmooa  libel 
eo  tbo  Bo«tb.B^;  the  anltedTOlee  of  Termont, 008 ; 
the  time  bad  come  to  determine  If  this  Union  was  to  be 
dlsaidTed,  0C8 ;  req>ect  dne  to  the  eonrce  whence  the 
resolutions  come,  COS;  memorial  withdrawn,  MS. 

In  the  House,  motion  to  refer  two  memorials  to  the 
Committee  on  the  DUtrict,IHt8;  possible  resnlts  of  such 
a  eonrse,  DOt;  memben  fhun  Virginia  requested  to 
retire,  OU;  other  delegations  reqnestod  also,  001;  qnes- 
tlomef  ordWiOCi;  aiass*41onm%B«t;  Mrfs^BOBL 

SesotntioB  to  laj  all  petitions  on  the  table,  MS ;  pro. 
oee^ga,  600;  resolntlon  adopted,  OOT. 

JA*.  CttOotm's  Amd/hMom.— In  tbe  Bmata,  reeoln- 
tiros offered, SOT ;  the  reBOlntlcna,COT;ita^OIS;oldect 
of  the  rescdntions,  008 ;  dedmbl*  to  pass  tham  1^  a 
onanlmona  Tote,  COS; 

What  wonld  abetiaet  pnipoaltions  of  this  nature  effect  t 
COB ;  no  measnre  conld  be  eouldered  oblld's  pla;  when 
all  that  was  dear  to  man  was  at  atsk^  (MB;  dugsr  tt 
producing  mischief  bj  dlseasdon  of  the  resolntiona, 
COS;  was  It  not  brttar  to  meat  the  qneatlon  a  llttie 
^tlmalvelr  fluw  not  to  laeot  it  at  all  T  OTH 

Counter  reaolaUons  oStsred,  070;  tho  creed  trf  tbe 
Abolitionists  dlaplayed,  6T0. 

Boaaon  tor  pressing  the  resolaUona,  670 ;  to  deckle  if 
nnj  Beutral  gronnd  eonid  be  adopted  on  which  to  rally 


and  eheek  this  total  doetiina,  070 ;  nwnJiiiHitn  wweJ. 
071;  debate,  671, 971;  vol*  on  th*  aepants  naolsfiBBa. 

077 ;  the  resolnttena  aa  paawd,  077< 

Why  strike  out  the  worda  poUHoal,  moral,  <k  rrftj 
<ow«r  IdentlMl  language  (rf the  AiolltionUu,  079;  tbfa 
the  ground  on  which  to  meet  them,  CT9;  thcin,  a  gtmmt 
Bcbemo  unlTersal  emaadpetioo,  679 ;  anwmJfTt 
moTed  to  the  third  reeolntion,  5TV ;  alavcir  entirely  & 
domeetio  question,  019;  Hatylaiid  and  Vlcslnift  weadl 
merer  imn  ceded  if  they  imaglnad  tUs  qwaCfaM  wmH 
Imt«  baen  ratoad,  680;  r— one  tor  imuVag  Om  wwdi 
pn^osed  to  be  strwA  oat,CSQ;  If  thk  war  la  t«  be 
transferred  to  the  North,  wonld  you  weaken  th*  bsMto 
of  those  who  fight  tor  the  Bontiif  680;  OtmenlGar- 
cmment  bound  to  keep  "bands  of^"  061 ;  cAet  ti  the 
amendment, cei ;  further  amendment  oArad,  09;  le- 
marks,  08Sl 

Amendment  ofBmd,  CSS ;  aU  daasen  of  nan  aa  fB|n- 
•ei^Ue  xlght  abm  all  gonnaien*  to  tb*  fteatom 
of^eeeh  and  tba  il|^t  of  petiUoa,  6SS;  ■wwdwaar 
adopted,  CSS;  lAat  intended  by  the  miclaal  resalattoaa. 
C61;  ababMUons,  CM;  amendment  and  walnttmn 
cannot  stand  togetiiST,  684 ;  sonroe  of  the  nmtudwit. 
COS ;  fliBt  reecdutlon  embodies  the  priadplca  of  weSS- 
fleation,  S6S ;  they  oonttf  a  all  the  prlnelplea  of  th*  aBa 
and  sedition  laws,  ceo ;  motion  to  refer  to  a  aeket  csb- 
mlttee,  666;  tbe  reeolutions  aasoma  Uw  ealy  eoart- 
tntkmal  groond  wUeh  oan  (In  penMi  B88;  tkn  asa 
adranata  Uw  tonatla^flST;  eKteat  and  ■■gnliili 
the  present  danger,  667;  flnt  otjaet  to  naeet  the  Cmm 
where  it  originated,  MS. 

This  not  tbo  best  eoniw  to  attain  the  deatrad  msolta. 
BBS;  this  the  great  centre  of  ogltattoo,  638;  what  atal 
we  gain  by  the  adoption  of  the  reaolntlona?  fiSS ;  whst 
hare  we  witocMed  on  the  pieeent  oocaaion  f  SOi;  a 
what  are  than  abatnetlona  to  opaiata  t  SEtL 

The  resolattons  not  oallad  tor,  688 ;  AboUtiooUta  hiTC 
DO  motive  to  disselre  tbe  <7nlon,SM;  miagnldedphika- 
throptots,090;  dlBoasstonduUanged,6Mi  Bote  ciasnri 
of  Abolitionists  wblqwred,  ML 

The  rescdnttons  sound  and  Just,  691 ;  they  are  an  an> 
Bwcr  to  tb*  petitions,  601 ;  designs  of  the  ^Uatoa  not 
oondaed  to  the  District,  683;  what  ia  the  real  snana  af 
dangerf  089;  not  predletthe  iasne  of  the  stng^  at 
ibn  Soitb,  089;  amendments  mored,  6BS ;  fnith  taoo- 
latton  ndi^ted,CS8;  th*  flUi,6M;  dlOnuMewttk  the 
other  reeolntion^  CSS;  praaanti  the  iaae  in  thtoSb- 
triet,e96;  th*raaohitloittmaettb*caaB,BH;  Mhacas 
slsTcry  oootlnties  in  Uatylaad  and  TlmUa,  It  la  latn  to 
expect  !U  aboUUon  bera,  CUL 

Vague  and  general  abAtraottonn,  094;  ^aonrrata 
on  two  points  to  carry  the  Senate  with  him,  0S6 ;  H  b  pos- 
sible the  gentleman  might  be  mistaken,  696;  interfman 
with  slavery  a  vldation  of  pnbUo  Utb  to  Karrlaai 
and  Virginia,  886;  these  waaluBoai  m«y  tend  to  te- 
creaae  excitement,  096 ;  oltored  to  rrrive  and  m&j  th* 
Stat*  rights  party,  696;  nothing  needed  In  Cba  dan 
States  to  Btlmnlate  oar  vigUanee,B9S;  three  dsmeaef 
cases  for  tbe  exercise  of  tbe  right  of  petitton,  ^96;  it  ii 
said  when  a  petition  is  onoe  In  potaesdoo  of  th*  Seaati^ 
the  right  has  been  praoUcally  eqtoi]Md,087;  tt  to  mU 
these  Ihnattcs  are  beyond  tho  roach  of  any  aiganaeat,' 
097;  no a^rehenalon  for  the  safety  of  tbe  Union, 097; 
other  resdntlonB  oflhred,  698;  to  what  thty  nlat^  cm 

Tba  prine^  takaa  tiiat  eoatnalan  to  tka  war  to 
meet  thaAboHtloaisti,  699;  what  to  there  alaiml^  to 
themeretoetorraoeMncpetitloa,e8l:  farther  debate, 
699,000. 

The  amendment  entirely  abandons  the  territories  to 
theAbcdiaoBMs,601;  Ucraiaadea  Ut*  right  of  Ceogisas 
to  i^mprlato  fkuida  to  miaTtitlpt*  tlMirm,  IM ;  admlb 
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tlM  dntr  of  GongTMi  to  TMelTc  and  Hamm  ■bdlUon 
petUoni^  SOI ;  the  low  ud  subdued  tons  tb«  iBWDd- 
mont,  601 ;  nplf,  Wl,  MS ;  amendment  adopted,  002 ; 
Tote  recoutdervd,  009 ;  the  lint  part  plaoea  alaveir  In 
tlMDiitriet«iUatnwpriBd^si,ra;  iQotl«it«atiike 
oat  the  MMBd  part  tuiled,  MS. 

Vo  imttaMMMt  w  gnnutd  of  aigwawrt  oa  wUd 
tUBsOnaatloii  «f  piloted  fttthoB  be  autalBad,  <0B; 
CoBfraaa  ha*  exdoilTe  Jnriadlotlcn  over  tba  BUtrlot, 
W>;  tiia  Statea  maktnfr  the  oiution-  expected  C<aigrcH 
to  exerelae  tUa  Jnrtedlctlon,  608. 

Wonld  the  Statea  have  ceded  thia  tertttorr  tf  thej 
■ai^oaed  Coi^reM  would  make  tt  an  aaj-Itun  fbr  ItagltlTe 
■Ureal  MS;  »  Tidatton  of  IrapUad  AWi  to  aboUah 
uUrtTj  In  tUi  DUtrlot,  m. 

The  wordi  of  the  roaotatloD  apeak  fbr  tbemaelrea, 
•04;  «oth[ng  to  tnpport  Um  aiBnaation  of  pUfhted 
Mth,  IM;  no  prorlaiona  In  O*  act  of  easilon,  004; 
cam  anpposed,  OOB ;  lliat  branch  of  the  rabatitate  car- 
ried, OOtL 

Beoosd  branch  of  the  rabatitiiteoonsldeTed,  605;  tut», 
000 ;  reason  glTen  for  sot  abollihlns  slaTcrr  In  Xlorlda, 
beeanse  tt  Is  twzpodlent,  000;  this  fldlaeloiu,  006; 
k  partlcnlar  tanltmy  dwnld  not  be  deal«;natod,  106; 
lOaoodri  Compromise  a  daaganma  naatare,  606;  this 
iwctetlaBooBtnatad  with  the  fifth,  OM;  bo  other  t«^ 
fltoir  bnt  norlda  la  irUflh  lUTair  raW^  an ;  It  la  add 
the  tone  of  the  leaolittloBs  la  not  strong  omki^i,  007 ; 
two  eompromlsee  on  the  Hlaaonri  qnestlon,  OOT ;  fkir- 
ther  debate,  OOS,  009;  raeofaillon  agreed  to,  OIOl 

fUxtb  lesolntlon,  010 ;  the  flmdamental  posltlm  that 
tit*  Union  resta  on  an  eqoaU^  anungtbe  aeveral  Statea, 
6U;  whatarer  deatn^  lUa  atDaUtr  t«Bda  to  deatiajr 
the  Union,  610;  Atrthar  nmsrks,  nO;  motlin  to  li^ 
ths  rvoliitlon  on  the  tab)s,«U ;  eaniad,  oa 

FenMNf  JnW-dtaMiy  AmpMIWW  Wrodoeed  tgliu, 
OU;  their  snbstanoe,  616 ;  oAnslTe  langoage  of  the 
restrtntlona,  610 ;  mottoi  to  la^  the  question  of  reeeptloD 
on  the  taUe,loat,  010;  reacdntlona  laid  on  the  tri>Ie, 
nO;  presented,  TIO ;  debate,  TSO. 

Is  the  House,  rceolutions  relatire  to  alxdltlon  peti- 
tions, Ao,  TOS;  tba  nsolottoni^  TOl;  rolea  suspended, 
TOl;  pniportof  tlMVsMdntlons,TOO;  relatUmof  maatar 
and  alara  a  matter  szdnalTaly  within  the  ngnktioik 
of  tha  BtstsB  whm  It  axtsta,  TOi ;  tbasa  an  not  BouOi- 
ers  teaolnttoDB,  704;  preTtons  qaesdoa  mored,  T04;  a 
plot  sprung  on  the  South,  TOO ;  let  arerj  one  toe  the 
mark,  TOfi;  Tote  on  the  sareral  rwolntlotta,  TOft,  TOO; 
flnther  resolutions  preeented,  718 ;  appeal  from  the  de- 
dston  of  tha  Cbdr,  T4B ;  statement  of  the  Speaker, 
W;  reeoIatSooalald  an  the  tabK  T49. 

Bamonstranos  of  eltliena  In  flte  DWriet  against  ont- 
rida  bit«rtosnw,Tit;  vamaAa^m  AaJMn^Tok 
^t,10^11,Jl. 

ACOMry,  ITtffre,  <»  SotOA  Am«rtca.—S»»  JnOm,  toL  SL 

/^avtry  XfotvUmf,  rekatvt  to,  in  mms  SMiir~8t*  IMteu, 
Tola.  9, 0,  and  Iitdm,  toL  9^  TirrttoHm. 

Slaves,  eoMt,  troMportaUon  ^.—Se*  Xnd^at,  y<A.  7. 

SlavM,  deport«d.—St»  lndta\  toIs.  0,9;  <io.  /j*^W«>#.— 
iiiiCM^TalB.SkO,Ti  do.  tmportaUon  qf^—SM IndtUf-yoL 
«,aDd  Adsa^ToL  S,i>ti«st;  do.  ImaamKOgJiir.—SM 

fiNlfeM-««  Adsil  Tola.  1, 8,  d,  & 
Bo»m,Ub«rtMtmTtv  A-Wa»  aulAoHtfML— In  the  Senate,  a 
reacdntloD  of  Inqulrr  relatfre  to,  183;  Message  commu- 
nloatlBg  the  luftrrmation  ealled  for,  90i;  bots  of  the 
ease,  408;  prlndple  ssaumed  by  England  that  there 
«nild  be  DO  proportj  In  penons,Ue;  oara  not  the  onlj 
mode  1b  whldi  man  maf  hare  dominion  OT«r  BmhIiSOS; 
wbf  does  she  make  repantiODT  ML 
To..  XOL— 41 


A<MMa,liMrH^lo  peWMk— Intbe  House,  remarks  on, 

on. 

iSfoM-TVadA— iSm  IndM,  Tds.  S,  0^  T,  0. 

SuoKB,  Est.  Ml,  oboaen  eh^laln  of  tbe  Senate,  801, 

BuMBB,  Joxi.mur,  BepwentatlTe  ftom  Ohio^  4,  844  /«• 

dso^ToLU. 
Stept  tif  Utov— As  Jbidm,  toL  T. 

AMaJtiratotoa«2>Mpfi)«^arf«MiMi.— Intha  Benate,a 

bin  to  reati^  the  Issue  of,  009;  of  donbtAilaxpedlBnej', 

COB;  these  banks  never  aothorlsedto  Issue  less  ttiaa  fire. 

dollar  notes,  605;  no  reasons  for  postponing  the  snbleot, 

506;  fliTther debate, UML  AMAdM^ToLU. 
SiDTX,  Feaxoib  0.  J.,  BeprasentatlTV  Jtan  Jfalne^  8, 400; 

on  the  purohaae  of  books,  IT ;  on  baslnaii  of  the  lasdan, 
;  on  postponing  the  fbuith  Instalment,  477.  AsJb- 

dsat,  ToL  li. 
Bwn^  Annr,  a«  fast  9:— £iM  Adat^  YOL  & 
Smn,  Natbax,  deeeaae  o(  4.  S4»  Indtn,  Tot  IS. 
Bhtih,  Otim  IL,  Senator  from  Indiana,  MS,  880 ;  on  tha 

sub-Tnasnr7  bU,  879;  on  Calhoun's  resalnllOM,  689, 

S84;  on  dnelUng;  0S7. 
Suxn,  Pkbht,  Senator  from  Conneotlcnt,  SOS,  8W;  on  Oat* 

houu^  reBidntlMH,B08. 
Bmjth,  Wiluam,  rotes  for  ss  Yioe  President,  871 
Aiiflsaiil—  £s0aa|iir-ln  the  Bmas,  amians  fdtflrt  to, 

TOl. 

aaMmM/m  TtamaiotL.-at  India,  -nA.  19. 

BnnnB,  A.  W.,  SepreaantatlTe  from  IlUnots,  46L 

BotOitrt  <^ih4  SMolMH<m.—a*«  Ind4B,  roll.  8,  & 

8cmt\  AtiuHoM  aaUa.-'Sto  Indtm,  vols.  0,  T. 

SwA  .^IflMr^oofs  and  oMer  JfbstoNSL— <Sm  Adoc^  ToL  U. 

SooTBABD,  BunriL  Xk,  Senator  from  Hew  Jeney,  880;  on 

thaltrttllcatian  biU,191;  onabsakrapt  kw^UeaU* 

tobanka,dM;idatlr«tothaKatneb«ndair.m  Am 

AdM^ToLUL 
AwA  Caretbia  aabMr-8e4  Indta,  rola. »,  lU 
SontA  OxrwttM,  ordiiiamo4  o/.—Sm  I»dm,  ToL  U(  dft 

rssolKMms.— Am  Indte,  roL  IL 
SmA  Cttn)l4naPrvte»t^8u  AdA,  roL  10. 
&nilh  Oar«U»a,  rote  for  President  in  1880, 880. 
BoimaAn,  V.  W.,  Bepresentatlrs  from  Kontae^,  MOi 

Spaxuub,  Datdh  Bipmsntattre  flmn  Ohio,  A,  Am  A* 

dta^ToLU. 
Sp4oU  Pa\/TnerU*.—S44  IndM^ytH^  i,  11 
BpeeU,  troMpotiaUam  tf,  to  pMia  armad  wmifc  Sn 

M«e,  ToL  7. 

BpzraRt,  Jnas,  BeprasentatlTe  from  North  Carolina,  8;  on 

the  igipnqirlatfon  bill,  U.  Ae  Adsa^  rola.  10, 11, 11 
Snirox,  Jour  H.,  Senator  ftom  HerylaBd,  M,  888. 
Bpm^aB^  Jamm  B.,  Bspcssentattra  trtm  Hew  ToA,  481 
Smu«u%  WnHcp^assntattra  fiom  Shods  Idand,  dOlk 
BfAMvmm,  Jaxm,  BapwaentrtlTe  Ikvm  Tsnnaaasst  4;  da* 

oeaBe<<4«L  AaAdsi^ToLU. 
BTAira»T,  Bdwam>  Dn  BepresBMtatlTa  from  Nora  OaroMaa, 
460. 

Slat*  Bal<me44^-Se4  lAd4a\  roL  % 

8L  DonUnffo.—SM  Adeavrels.  i,  7. 

St4M»^  U»  appUeaUm  t»  wnriffaHoN.— In  tha  OooaSk  a 
testrtatlon  to  piasflDt  a  gotd  medal  to  BOB  of  Jamea  Bam< 
iV,  TW ;  Ustnvr  of  hU  ^^teatloa  of  flka  naa  «f  Steam, 
74»-70a 

Snna,  Jouk  N.,  Bepresentatfro  from  Maryland,  1 
8toet,Jtv4  MtiMon,  nstc— A«  Adeas^ToL  B. 
Sron,  WtLUuc,  Bepreaentattre  ton  Tennessee,  40. 
BrOBxn,  Bilumx,  BspwaantstlTa  from  fHiia^  4;  ob  Tiwllsa 
hostUltles,  14 

BTBAxan,  Boanrr,  Senator  tMm  North  Carolina,  61, 839;  on 
tlMtnasiit7'«lfeiilar,99;  onth*  *zpiugln(  nsolAtlt^ 
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18T ;  on  the  memorUl  of  the  OolonlzsUoii  Sodetj,  tW ; 
m  the  RDb-TrensoiT  bUl,  S81 ;  on  Calhoun's  rearintiona, 
;  rcUtlT«  to  CoIhonn'B  tmoIoUoob,      ;  on'  rilrer 
eoteige,  ns,  W,  T4S;  M  Hoih  Canfllu  imdntloD^ 

Btbattok,  CsAaus  C,  RapreaeiitatlTe  from  TSv/r  Jcnej, 
MO. 

Btvut,  Abckibald,  RepresentatlTofhnn  YIr9lnla,4IXk 
SwtbitUy  of  StatM.'-See  Index,  toL  2. 
8itl>-Trtaitt*ry.—SM  Tndtpmdmi  Trtamry. 
'St^rvrt  at  AlMortdria,  rtUf/a/,-^Se»  IntUu,  vd.  ft. 
Sitfirert  <»  War.—Ste  JndM,  toL  & 
Sugar  0am*.— But  AtfM^  toL  IQl 

AMToy  JIMta-^  M«r,  T<rii.    T,  10,  U. 
AtpraNM  OwHL— )Sw  Indtai,  rel  10; 

SpmuLAimi,  JoKi.  BepreMntaUra  frqm  Pennaylrula, 
&  A»/fw/«<e,Tol&.10,ll,ta. 

Swumronrr,  Sunm.,  iUa  d^Icaflon.— In  tbe  Ilonao,  mee- 
aage  reliUre  ic^  TOS;  ntnet  from  a  p^r  eocniDiuitcat- 
•dbftlMPmldeiitiTOlL 

BwmutiraxK,  —  ■  ,  BepnsntitlTe  from  Ohio,  639. 

&Md<n,  eoiMMiviat  tnUrctmrM  vUX~Se»  Imdtm,  toL  9. 

%wm,  BMUtor  from  Tormoat,  889 on  sbolltloa 

pettUona,  DOT';  on  Trnmont  reaolntlaB^  US;  on  Cal- 
houn's roKdntlooai  640;  on  the  Vormont  AnU-Slsrery 
TMOlnttoiM,  UK.  ^/mIm^vuLISl 

T 

Tbott&aim  JfltflMii.— i5m  IndoBy  roL  9. 

T^LurntBO,  Jomr,  BopnaentattTO  from  Virginia,  9;  40ft 

Talliudoi,  ZlATUvnL  P.,  Benator  ttom  Kew  Tork,  839  i 

on  the  anVTroamTy  btU,  883 ;  on  trcnsniy  notes,  GTS ; 

«D  north-eaBtern  boundary,  OSS;  on  tho  fourth  tnatol- 

ment,  710;  relative  to  the  Maine  boundary,  703.  See 

Jndem,  toL  18. 

Tasete,  direct.— Sea  Index,  vols.  2, 5,  0;  Jo.  war. — See  In- 
dia, ToL  0. 

Tatlob,  Wiu-uh,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Nov         0,  400l 

Tnuutue,  orfmlwto  i^.—Sea  Titdex,  toL  1 

TbAMMM  Xowl  Ctalnta.— -Sm  Affray  Tol  11^ 

Tinneaeee,  r^flite  tanda  in.—Se«  I»de»,  toI,  10. 

7>nii<M«,  vote  Ibr  Proddent  In  1836,  8S0. 

TerrUorial  GoDtmmmte.^See  Index,  ydL  4. 

TerrUoriee.—8ee  Index,  Ttda.  1, 9, 8, 1,  & 

7toa«  Itidependmoe.—In  the  Bonsc^  a  resolntton  to  recog- 
nise, reported.  48;  resolntlons  adopted,  48. 

In  the  BwuU4^  »  resolndon  relatlre  to,  09;  oorre- 
ipondeneo  retotlTe  to^  IM;  iMognlUon  moTed,  90O; 
poa^oned,  MM;  taken  vp,  SOI;  pamd,  SOB;  menage 
rapeetlng,  888. 

In  the  HouM,  ao  ^ipropriatlon  for  a  dfplomaUo  agent 
to,  conaldered,  82C ;  the  qneatlon  InvolTCa  the  dertfny  In 
tome  aort  of  a  jroung  Bepahlle,  890;  non-IaterrentltHi 
haa  hitherto  been  the  praetloe  of  this  OoTernment,835; 
measageof  Monroe  la  1619, 8S&;  la  It  the  duty  of  this 
conntry  nov  to  reeognlie  Tezaa  aa  aa  Ind^Mndent  no- 
MotttaB;  dafMeneyof  cmr  tnlbnutloBitU;  herabU* 
Ity  tomdiiWnaaVKMU  mateiMe,  190;  an  act  of  re- 
cognition woidd  ba  aa  aekiKnriedgment  of  our  deter> 
mlsatlon  to  n^idd  bar,  SM;  Tteva  of  tbe  President, 
897;  Teiaa  pBrpoeaai  npm  onr  acfcno<rledgment,  to  seek 
Ibr  admlirim  Into  the  United  States,  SS7 ;  aetlon  of  her 
Oeremment,  89T;  are  ve  not  bound  by  erery  oondder- 
at! on  of  oomlty  to  eonftr  with  Mexico  before  ve  reoo^ 
nlM  the  Independenee  of  one  of  ber  reT<dted  prorluMS  t 
MBL 

Vaota  f^T*  to  Tacaa,  SSBt  899;  880;  ltelo»  eui 
Bam  raanarthar  pcnr«r  orer  Texas,  881, 


In  the  Senate,  remonrtraneee  pment«4  aeatavt  tb  - 
annexation  0(449;  the  aanexntfcn  lias  Iwuimm  m  tmbjcti 
of  nninmiiiilfiatlim  Tiihriiin  thn  t iiii  niinrnBianla,  ir 
ftnttiw nrnonatianiiM;  817;  paUtiona,  OS. 

In  tb«  Honae,  nmontiSMes  wpdnat  tli*  autaxstl-c 
oC  presented,  404;  aatl-aDBezatloD  patttlcHu  piawtcl, 
657;  tbe  reeo4ntloas  «f  the  Tenneesee  I.egtelitme  ttU- 
tiveto,  pTeeonted,6Gl 

Tesnte,  reeognUiott  <^,—See  Ittdem,  toL  12. 

nanica  to  tt«  Speaker.— Iji  the  Ilonse,  a  r«*oloticm  a£  i^- 
fbred,  768 ;  can  Uils  bo  received  vltbout  an^MD^ng  tia 
rules T  7SS;  pivcedonts,  7C8;  moved  to  atzlka  ost  the 
word  "impartial,"  TOS;  he  bos  not  been  tiniwrtlal,TB; 
dotaila,  TtO;  a  mon  perfect  party  Speaker  Omm  acrrr 
had  been,  770;  ftirtlier  debate,  m;  roaohittaB paaRd 

m. 

TnouAS,  pBAiicts,Beprc9entatlveft>omHar7laiid,^OI9;  ea 
slavery  petitions,  0 ;  on  the  admlaalon  of  MtcUgn,  9: 
on  Goantltig  tike  votes  for  President,  S64 ;  on  baakrcpt 

laws,  40a.  See  Indtir,  voK  II,  19 
THOimoiT,  Jouk,  Beprescntative  from  fMo,  ^   Sa»  IitSm. 

TOlL  10, 11,  IL 

Tmncnon,  Waebt,  J&,  Bepreaentattra  from  Sootk  GaraQM, 
^400;  oB  report  on  ob^Utloa  pettttooB,  SA;  oataeetibg 
a  petltloB  from  slaves,  96^  STl ;  en  dcforita  vffk  tb 

States,  811 ;  OB  a  Ealary  for  an  sgcBt  to  Tezaa,  HB;  «■ 
the  attack  on  the  Caroltae,  679k 
TiLUxanuT,  J.  L.,  Bepreaentatlva  from  Bkode  Is)aBd,4iC': 
on  tho  attack  on  tbe  OareUBS;  filB;  on  tha  AatrifecSic 
of  books,  OMl 

Tirrox,  Jomc,  oa  the  aboUtioa  tt  thcrmj  in  tbe  Dbbfci 
18S;  Senator  from  Indiana,  888;  ok  small  aotsbSOl 

TiOe    Pretident.~See  ImUk,  «. 

Tms,  Obamab,  XepreseatatlT«  from  JStm  Todc,  49L 

ToikJm,  Obobob  W.,  Beprotentatlvo  frem  Peaaaytnoia, 
460. 

Ibpograpkteal  8»r^ey«.—Se9  Indest,  voL  11. 

Tbrped*  MkfMrimemt—See  Index,  voL  T. 

Touoav,  Ibaao,  BcpreseDtative  from  CtmBectleut,  ^  40 ; 

Neutral  BeUtlOBB,  OSL 
TowM,  Qbobob  W.  XL,  BepfeaentaUTB  ftwn  OeorgU,  4.  itX. 
gVwapw,  jmntsltmanl  tifi—JSt*  £idm,  vol.  S. 
7y»aeonond3»diHmDi)hitd.—SeeIndeai,-niL± 
IVeafury,  eondiHon  <(fthe,  COS. 
lyeaaurj/.—See  Indem,  voL  tt 

jyeaeury  CtrcMlar.— In  tha  Senate,  reaolntlwia  rebOK*  ia, 
ollbred,  67 ;  nature  of  this  paper,  67 ;  ofciJeets  tat  vklci 
It  -waa  framed,  88;  errors  of  the  Seeretaryf  06;  t«  de- 
struy  tha  afltat  «f  tho  depoatt  Ua,  SO;  ote  b»- 
tlTe*,e8; 

Extnct  tnm  the  PicnMaaCs  MMMgs,»;tMa  arirf 
Intended  to  save  flw  flnaneca  and  the  eanwy^iO;  the 

coDsUtntlonal  medium  oTgold  and  snver,  the  only  mtetj 
to  the  aatlonal  flnannwy  00 ;  opposltloa  to  the  leaolutisov 
01 ;  duvges  upon  their  adrocatea,  OS;  what  Is  meant  by 
eonatltntlonal  cnrreneyT  OS;  what  was  the  law  vha 
the  Secretary  lasned  this  ordert  Ot;  roeelnthn  at 
1810,01 

IfeiSff^  reasons  to  jattitj  voting  sgaUxt  tUa  imaTn- 
tlon,«4;  alhetsofths«dar,OS. 

SnMttnU  oMmd,  OS;  oltfecta  of  Cba  naolntleMi, »; 
Is  this  vHhln  onr  power  1 08;  powerof  OHEzeeUivete 
issue  tho  order,  06;  poO^  and •zpatfeacr  «f  the meia- 
ure,  67;  oomaoof  the  Secretary  la  the  ezeenttoaef  the 
depodt  blU,  07. 

The  snbstltnto  considered,  99;  OongreaahasBopawar 
to  repeal  ss  order  of  the  Exsentlva  dsfnitmsnt,  89;  s 
direct  dedsntlon  rfiepesl  laopemtlv«,89;  ttannlB- 
tUna  pnpois  to  presviba  a  mla  naoeaMBiny  vhoe  a 
laiga  dkeratlon  Is  asBBssssy.lB;  Ihsyon  latodcd  t» 
oensora  tha  PfMMaat,  98. 
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Tlio,subetltQtc,  U;  Uio  circular  has  doneltawoi^SS^ 
one  ct^ttt  o/ if.irta  to  ehecfctho  tendency  to  bank  fa- 
euc8  and  bank  credits,  90;  no  operation  mora  d«Ilcato 
than  tbe  rodnctldQ  of  the  cnrToacjr  of  a  ixiitnti7,  90; 
now  ullod  upon  t«  eatabliali  aotne  pemune&t  and  equal 
rola  far  tbo  eoU«ctlaa  of  tho  pnblla  nrenna,  96;  two 
thlngitolMMttlodtnoiiTlileaa,  W;  otjeol^  not  tho  aup- 
proaton  of  bank  paper,  but  on  efficient  regnlatloii  of 
it,  OS;  exclusion  of  snuUl  bills,  VT;  tha  sTstem  of  cdt- 
rcncy  of  Adam  Smith,  9T ;  reform  in  the  currenejr  of 
£Dgland  traced  In  detail,  98 ;  the  rosnlt  of  It  In  practice, 
OS;  an  abandant  supply  of  the  predonametiils  In  theor- 
dinar;  cbannrls  of  dronlatloo,  la  the  end  to  be  aimed  at, 
93;  Incompatibility  of  a  paper  and  metaUlo  onnen- 
cy,  n. 

FuKdt  Eeeeitalte.—'BOl  taken  vp,  IDS;  nmendoicnt 
lost,  103;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  Itt;  the  bill,  1S3. 

Importance  of  the  original  rescdatfam  for  redsion,  now 
In  the  form  of  a  bill,  165 ;  paper  money  Intended  to  be 
made  the  cnircncy  of  the  Government,  165 ;  objections 
against  tbe  bill,  165;  the  attempt  to  anppress  amaU 
notes,  16$;  dot  the  time  to  do  It,  106;  Inflitene*  ofthe 
small  banks,  1C6;  thdr  InHaenee  In  XngUad,  16T; 
statement  of  Honler  Falmer,  16T;  oar  ]>raMnt  poaltton, 
163;  eonstltational  cnmuicy,  168;  no  certain^  In  the 
kind  of  money  to  be  reoeiTed  at  the  land  olfloei,168; 
tond  to  inundate  tbe  nevStatwvlth  paper,  16S;  ahonld 
BO  longer  receive  paper  money,  163 ;  a  measure  rescind- 
ing tho  treasury  order,  169;  effects  of  the  order,  169;  Its 
ofltect  on  the  TV'eBtem  banks,  ITO;  immediate  means  In 
proportiim  to  a  bank's  liability,  ITO;  ftarthor  debate, 
171. 

Facta  and  dreainitaneesnndorwUcli  tUi  eotttroreny 
originated,  ITS ;  why  rote  &r  s  reflnence^  and  then  de* 
nonnee  the  only  report  the  committee  can  make  ?  174 ; 
why  assail  the  committee  T  1T4;  scenes  of  min  an  ex- 
tinction of  all  banks  would  canse,  174 ;  this  measnro  is 
sold  tobo  arepe«lortheGonstitDtlon,175;  resolution  o( 
1S16, 173 ;  the  bill  compared,  175;  astounding  doctrines 
advanced,  1T6;  the  bill  ahoold  hare  been  a  rcsolntlon, 
176 ;  the  proviso  of  the  bill,  177 ;  previous  propositions, 
17T;  views  of  the  SatiBtorft«mlUwHiribaret(^bre,  176, 
179;  to  aatberiie  s  looelpt  <^  bsnlE  notes  In  psyment  of 
revenue,  Is  not  a  repeal  of  the  constitution,  170 ;  no  In* 
duccment  held  out  to  the  banks  to  suppress  small  notes, 
ISt ;  fbrthor  debate,  181 ;  bUl  passed,  lOa 

In  the  House,  the  bill  limiting  tbe  fbnds  receivable  Ibr 
revenue,  considered,  Wl ;  amendment  offered,  881 ;  Its 
effect  la  to  destn^  every  vslnable  provtslon  of  the  bill, 
SSS;  a  eentrsl  power  &e«easary  to  regulate  the  currency, 
a»;  this  bin  s  repeal  of  tholVeaaai7Aot,88S;  ftirtber 
dobate,88S;  blU  ordered  to  s  third  reading,  688;  n/Oe, 
SaS ;  s  resolntlafi  to  naclnd  passed,  680. 
TYeatnTflToteg.— lathe  Senate,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Issue' 
of;  reported,  851 ;  motion  to  mako  the  amount  ten  mil- 
lions, 859;  Is  it  the  object  of  the  Qoremment  to  force 
the  conversion  irf  the  mms  In  the  bonks  Into  metal,  to 
be  deposited  InthetreaqwytSSO;  the  otjeot  of  lasntng 
trasaary  notes  was  to  anUdpoto  tbe  ftands  In  depoelt 
with  the  banks,  until  Congress  ahould  say  how  they 
should  b«  VMde  ftTaIUU«,8Itt;  vat  to  bensodBsbaMk 
notos  unless  the  Isw  Bbovld  anthorfsa  them  to  be  so 
used,  856;  bnt  the  States  would  hm  taken  the  bsnk 
notes, 

Hr.  Calhoun^  views  on  the  lint  and  aeoond  bsmk,  860 ; 
reasons  fbr  c^^edtlon  to  a  resnion  with  banks,  860 ;  In- 
flnenee  of  Oorsfsment  endoreommt  oa  bank  notes,  800 ; 
eansM  whfdi  have  led  to  tbe  pnseut  stste  of  things, 
«6t;  tsilirsDt<rfl8l8,S61;  miewBlof  Oe  «lNrtar  of  the 
XnifcorEii^aad,8n;otheremMs,868;  Oe  qoosUtm 
ofrclie^Sea;  OoTeraaea»es»dobB(mtte,Sfl9j  duMdd 


«et  an  example  of  Uberal  l&da]eenoG,Je8;.webavo  ar- 
rived, at  a  remarkable  era,  806;  dayaofnoordaoluDfcDts, 
tarllh,SQrplosea,*e;, past, 868;  '■Imovo  off  nndsf  tbe 
direction  arthe8l»torf^bai)]>er,"8IB;  history  of  thAt 
party,  868 ;  amendtnents  offered,  868. 

UlsspprehenalonsrespeodBg  this  Idll,  864;  twodasKs 
oftrossory  notes,  864;  notes  far  investment  884;  notes 
for  enrrency,  864 ;  eharseter  cf  the  proposed  notes,  864 ; 
the  bill  denonnoed  as  tbe  germ  of  a  new  national  debt, 
805;  the  p<dlcy  of  Isantog  treasury  notes  In  time  of 
peace,  869;  no  Interest  ahonld  be  allowed,  8GS. 

The  Goremment  has  an  extensive  domain,  S65 ;  inter* 
tKt  wonld  cause  them  to  bo  taken  to  Europe,  866;  an  In- 
jnrioDS  effect  woo  hi  be  prod  need  on  the  prlee  of  eotten 
if  Oeybon  tatereat,  806 ;  motha  to  striko  out  the  al- 
lowance <rf  Interest,  8M;  the  oldeet  is  to  make  tlw  notes 
oqnti  to  gold  and  diver,  866;  this  rasUer  of  interest 
should  ba' left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Beeretnry,  860 ; 
amendment  rejected,  867 ;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
867 ;  passed,  867. 

In  the  Honse,  a  bill  to  authorise  the  Issue  oC  reported, 
468;  ablll  for  the 'Issue  oi;eon8ldeied,  497;  tbe  Senate 
has  no  right  to  send  s  money  bill  to  this  Hooee,  497 ; 
this  Is  B  money  bill,  497 ;  sncfa  ot^ectlon  too  late,  40B ;  it 
Is  a  more  sntMpstton  of  the  M«dpt  of  tWrtane,  498; 
House  bill  token  up,  4)3 ;  cosdItloB  of  the  tressnry, 
460;  these  notos  denounced  as  paper  money,  408;  smend- 
inents  proposed,  499;  not  bear  Interest,  490;  object  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans,  4)9. 

Tlews  of  Qeneral  Jackson  on  this  bill,  008 ;  ol|)eetloDS 
to  the  hill,  608;  commoncemont  of  a  new  national  debt, 
806;  onr  mode  of  ralslog  money  Invites  cxtwviguiee, 
B04;  extiacte  ftom  the  oplni<na  othei^  B04;«iew« 
prepsied  to  mn  over  sgsin  m  osner  of  tmpTovidenet^ 
IKM ;  what  Is  tbe  ftmd  lo<Aod  to  fi»  (be  redemption  of 
these  notes,  004;  prophe^of  the  nessage  that  under  • 
Btste  charter  tbe  bank  wonld  prove  stronger  than  aver, 
600;  complaint  that  the  Pennsylvania  Instltntlon  did  not 
continue  to  pay  epeeie,  BOO;  tbe  word  dfeerea,  la  to 
reeondlo  us  to  every  ovll,  006;  mmeeasisiystftnTCnne 
measure,  006 ;  other  otf  eetlons^  007. 

TtaebU11tlndireetsiiddeos[itlTe,008;  slfsadyiMHsd 
nbni  to  pos^oM  the  fborth  InstatauBt,  MS;  CongTMS 
no  Bower  to  Issue  treasury  notes,  008 ;  the  rate  of  Inter- 
esTls  left  to  tbe  Secietaiy,  COS;  earaestneas  tbe 
friends  of  the  measure  calcolsted  to  exdto  surprise, 
009;  the  oommenoeroeot  of  a  permanent  and  most  peril- 
ons^stem,  009;  agrest  change  oome  over  oar  natloosl 
aflUi8,D09. 

Ol4ootedatstnonteoriatenotlslUod,BOO;  oltfsetod 
Ott  Uw  Issno  Is  naeoBStltatlMsl,  00;  the  pnsMt  em- 
tisi  iBiSHM  nfs  have  not  srisen  flnaiwhMt  nay  bo  sailed 
geBeiaIdlatKss,010;  oltjected  that  tbe  bOl  Is  deeeptlve, 

na 

Called  upon  to  Inensse  the  burdoiB  of  the  1>eaple, 
611 ;  did  the  peopU  expect  snob  langvage  flvm  tbote  to 
whoso  interests  ttaey  bave  diowaso  nadi  dsv«6lou? 
Kl ;  ^tdd  commenee  tbe  reme^^  'Vtaoa  the  evils 
oilftaatod,  Oil;  let  the  treeawy  OMtlBM  to  *ut  et 
Aiads,6U;  only  pnOttnUs  nUaC *  Q<'**i*tM*>6  !<>■>>< 
811. 

This  bill  well  calculated  to  sflbtd  relics?  018;  nothing 
to  do  with  pr  ovldlng  a  enrrency  otbw  than  tbo  oonstl- 
tntlon  literally  mentioni^  ffl& 

A  partial  and  restricted  measure  which  ftaralshes  a 
hard  cunenoy  to  tbe  Government  bnt  not  to  tbo  peo- 
ple, 618;  a  moasnre  for  tbe  emission  of  tea  tnHlshs  of 
p^M  oortatiey,  018;  nottiing  wOl  do  tv  nssi*  fr.tho 
ertrsordlnniysnadaagswsresoiireoof  hsfcsaryctes, 
814;  ss<ibeBsotetbesrtiWI*«nt<f»1iqwrihrtik. 
814. 
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No  doabt  of  the  omMtttntloiial  power  of  Congren  to 
ianie  UiMO  notw,  514;  nine  of  the  notes  foor  per  sent, 
better  tli«D  bonk  ptfier  In  the  market,  SlSf  In  vliat 
form  will  these  notea  be  moat  bonaflelBl  to  the  pobUeT 
616 ;  smendmont  moved,  MC 

EilMa  <rf  ft  debMod  and  diandared  qmran^,  (HA; 
Ibaifkil  tUa  ia  Oe  flnt  etaga  of  the  diaorder.  nr ;  paia  this 
bill  and  the  Qovomment  is  made  Independent  of  the 
people,  617;  foonded  on  a  pretext  ntteri^  nnAtnndod, 
617;  amnch  better waj to  nippljrtbe  doflden^, 618; 
eompel  the  OoremmeDt  to  rocognlse  the  00I7  elroa- 
latttif  nadliim  tn  the  oonntry,  SIS. 

b  It  not  flOMadad  that  the  treasnrrlt  nearij'az- 
iMoated  f  6U ;  aaQed  an  fodplent  step  towards  a  treaaniy 
baik,  619;  bill  pamed,  690;  a  blU  to  antherlze  the  lasne 
oi;  reported,  Ml;  ol^ect  of  thia  bill  Is  to  glTe  the  treas- 
ni7  fliU  bsaeflt  of  the  act  of  October,  S6ll;resou«BBof 
the  treasnrjr  were  ample,  but  the  pabllo  oredltors  una- 
ble to  meet  their  engagementa,  MS;  treaanrynoteawero 
ob}eetlonabl«  bocanse  thej  were  anprodnctlTe,  and  al- 
ways  would  b«  deprodatod,  t6T ;  Uw  praaont  lame  oom- 
paradto  oonttnantsl  monej,  dCT ;  this  authod  adopted 
tn  atder  to  prerant  a  pmni*  m  the  mardiaDti^  UT ; 
bin  pnswd,  W3 ;  motion  to  reeonalder,  MS;  •parUalla- 
ane  of^hotse  and  the  remainder  by  loaa  the  beat  conna, 
4W8 ;  motion  to  reeoiutder  lost,  060. 

In  the  Beaate,  the  Hobm  bill  considered,  ttt ;  aearcelj 
twen^-foni  hoors  ilnee  the  bill  eame  here,  and  the 
qoeatlon  U  on  ordering  It  to  a  third  reading,  M> ;  other 
loaa  objectionable  modes  of  raising  means  ml^t  be  re- 
ooitadto.«aQ;  tad  ptdlertsfat  iBtotte  baUtoTraU- 
iBff  umejr  by  amh  maaaa,  60B;  It  is  said  tlwe  la  no 
Immlneot  neoeasltj'  for  paadng  this  bill,  STO;  It  is  said, 
the  Ull  Is  not  broad  enough  to  aoeompUslt  Its  ol^ect, 
670;  it  Is  aald  there  are  no  atateaieats  of  the  condition 
of  the  tressnry,  6T0 ;  standing  of  the  notes  in  the  mar- 
ket, 671 ;  much  baa  been  said  about  ttio  adroeotas  of  a 
paper  sTstam,  tTl ;  this  bill  will  not  hare  the  eflbot  to 
raversa  the  act  of  October,  671 ;  the  Qovemment  bonnd 
to  ftf  lb  CTsdlton  In  lagal  mnaef,  6n ;  ikUaor  of 
M^aalBg  bank  Botaaeqnal  to  fold  and  aOTtfitTB;  it  la 
reaommsDded  the  ni»tea  bo  eold  for  money,  67S;  the 
pnaent  qnestlon  is  a  rery  slmplo  one,  6TS ;  If  treasury 
Botea  are  really  below  par  It  might  be  eaidly  ozplal&ed, 
618;  treasnry  notes  can  nerer  bo  at  the  eataldlshed 
rates  aeeordlng  to  law,  6T8 ;  I  am  asked  if  I  wonU  sell 
these  notes  tor  money  and  have  It  In  spsele,  674;  the 
example  of  the  thna  Ihrmera,  6T4;  a  fletlon  to  eonslder 
beak  jwtsa  eqnlTslant  to  apeole,  674;  It  Is  said  bank 
■otsa  no  not  eredU,  674 ;  It  Is  thought  Impoarible  to 
kaapbanknotaaatparvlthfifldaadrilTCr,  676;  trader 
flta  Toaolntlon  of  1816,  erery  thing  was  passed  to  the 
ctadltof  the  United  Ststes  as  essh,  676;  tbe  doctrine  of 
Btate  rii^ts  tends  to  a  goremment  p^»Br,  676. 

OlTO  assent  In  no  shape  and  no  ftmn  to  the  astablish- 
meotof  the  repudiated  eentlnental  system  of  p^er  mo- 
ney, 676;  tUs  node  of  ralstng  money  leads  to  axtan- 
gantiaaaes,  6T6. 

Thase  notaa  eqaal  to  q^oels  In  tbannket;  €76;  the 
Oovatnnsnt  embarrmid,  not  Iqr  Ua  own  aati^  676;  tiie 
aystem  of  eztraragBiiee  wUoh  fbmetly  fimnd  so  much 
IkTor  with  the  oppotfUon  617 ;  the  misrepresentations 
which  have  bean  made,  617;  how  the  tnasnry  came  to 
be  out  of  m<a>ey,  6T7 ;  the  distrlbntlon  act  did  not  oon- 
tribute  to  the  suspension  of  the  banks,  678 ;  necessl^ 
of  the  deposit  set,  «1S;  tbe  wltbdnwal  of  the  fiinds 
ten  the  banks  Unld  to  han  baan  the  taaaa  uTsna- 
paMlOB,  618;  Un  tettd  tUrd  tln^  <7I;  In  the  Boiata 
the  bill  paaMd,Tfi&  Bm£tdm,-nili. 
n^aMm,antktgBiiprm409tf  SlaU  lotair— 0MAd*as, 


Ti-Miy,  Sm  Or«et.-~aM  InOma,  toL  f;  sad  JMm,  TtL  $ 

Owt  Indian  WtgoOaOcn. 
Treaty  ^ciik  OfMt  BHtatn.S»4  Meet,  Tti  t 

TurUtk  Oommimio»,pov>tr(^fk»PrmUUmHomngtmeU 

JRMIMw-Aa  Mea^  ToL  U. 
Tmraa,  James,  BepresestatlTe  from  Uaryland,  & — iSas  h- 

(fsB,  ToL  12. 

TnAzr,  n.  L,  Bepresentatlre  from  Tenneaae.^  46L 
TuKSitL,  JoBif  Beprrsentstlve  from  New  Totk,  8;  en  tbe 

arreatofB.M.  Whitney,  an.  A«/«I«;t«LU. 
TnMW,  ItST.  Ur.,  eleeted  etaplaln  of  tha  Hooae,  dtt. 
nB»4IM«  wfa^^  Adao^  ToL  1. 
Tnn,  Joa,  votes  fbr,  as  Ties  President  STt.  JSwAdte. 

nla.  7,9,16^11, 13. 

XI 

tTiTDEBirooi),  JoexpH  B.,  SepresentatlTo  from  EeatiKky,  < 
466;  on  the  ExeentlTa  Administration,  SSI ;  00  deporia 
wlOi  the  BtstM,  811 ;  on  postponing  the  foarth  inrat 
ment,469;  on  the  Florida  War,  648 ;  tmthe  ■estnOtr 
Ull,68& 

UMoi^  dimoUUon  <^.—Sm  Indae,  toL  4. 
mtlM  Aotodnd  0sotvia.-£lMJiitfM,  ToLt. 
UntMtd  Balanc«a.—S»6  Indete,  toL  B. 


V 

VMclnattoA  i^Indtam.—SM  Indae,  Tola.  T,  U. 

Tail,  Hbukt,  Bepreaentatire  from  New  Yoifc,  46K. 

TiUf  BiTBUi,  llunii,  retires  as  Preatdeat  at  tha  Senate, 
17S;  hlsaddroas,17fi;  Inaagnrattoa  o(  806 ;  hk  aUnm, 
806;  TOt«slbr,  asPreaidest,879;  answer  ea  bat^ aotf- 
fled  of  hU  election  as  Preeldent,        Set  ln4m^  tcL 

TjjnwBroiL,  Aamk,  BepwsentatlTa  ttan  K«w  Tsik,S: 
on  depoalU  with  the  Btates,  810 ;  on  the  fcatU^io 

UI1,S8&  &siiUeB^ToL18. 
TjjntsftTxcs;,  AnnsHAM,  BepraaentatiTo  from  Hev  Tsi^ 

4001 

VtrntotO,  vote  for  President  In  1886, 800. 

Vmdt,  StgUteHmg  oiwt  Cterf*{F.— tSsa  Jitdm,  ni  L 

no*  amS  J2«ar  J<lM<i'afah—iSM /ndcai,  T<d.  & 

Vtct-FrttUUnt,  doctbrn  at  by  tba  Seaato,  ISt. 

VtM.PrttidMtCtJpptia.—SmJndm.'nLt. 

not-PitHd&nt,  pineert    Ha-~.Sm  ImUa,  9; 

Tunox,  Bawtbl      Bepresentatlre  from  Oh]<^  4;  on  tha 

exploring  expedition,  867;  on  Semlmde  hoatlBttea,  11 

fiM  /fufw,  Tola.  7,  8,  9, 10, 11,  tl 
rirfflnto  Land  Warrantg^SM  Ittdtm,  voL  T. 
TUviniaMmianfLand  Varrmtft— Aw  JMaa^vak^S: 

■da.  CMmu^—SM  Indmc,  roL  11. 
Vlnjinia^  Toto  tx  Pnsldont  In  1836,  SSa 


Wdbcuh  and  JAmti  Oanal.'Sm  Adsn,  toL  a. 
WAonvsn,  Datid  D.,  BepasawtatlTe  ften  Fanqlmla, 

S,4«a 

WxLKXn,  Bonn  J.,  on  dqMialto  with  tha  Stales,  61;  «*« 
a  reaoluUon  on  Texan  Independenea^  99;  on  wim  tl 
landa  to  sotnal  aottletB,  109;  on  the  treasury  etrealn^ 
178;  Ml  Texan Independonee^tOS;  Benator  fron SfWi- 
slppt,  889;  oa  pca»oii1ng  tta  fcaift  ImHImimI,  UK;  m 
trsararyMtaa,  896;  on  tta  anb-Traasni;  Ul,d88;« 
pre-omptlon,  <W;  on  relations  wltk  UailMh  M9;  an th* 
transfer  of  canal  stoek,  719;  relatlTa  to  tte  IfalBO  kiaa- 
daiy,764  As  Atfaa^  toL  IS. 


Digitized  by  Google 


INDEX. 


805 


W-AU,  Oabbxtt  I>n  Benfttoi  from  N*w  Jonef,  88> ;  reports 
onlha  llftdlMD  papen,  448;  o'a  aboUUoit  petlUooa,  UT, 
5W;  onCalkoon'sreaolDtiinaiBSa,  8t  IiuUa,  toL  li. 

Vin-,  «OMttH«  ^  fiU-^  iMM^  TOL  S. 

WABit,  AAMHr,BepNMntatlv«lhHnH«irTM!k,& 
d«,  vol  U. 

Warditkll,  Saxikl,  B«pr«MntatiTa  from  New  York,  8. 

Sm  lnd4K,  ToL  19. 
1Fa«A4N0ftm'<  MriA-itap,— A«  Aden,  toL  11.  2>o.  JTonu- 
manl— ^ /fuiMi,  ToU.  S, «,  7.  i>o.  i>0rfraAL— >Sm /n- 
<2eiE,  vols.  8, 11, 13.  An  femo^M;-^  Ate^  ToL  11. 
-Do.  .StatM.-^  InOnt,  ToL  IL 

WAOKomoir,  Ommk  0.,  BeprceentittTe  from  Huyluid,  S. 

irix«A4«i0ta»  JfiMKWMnt  SooMy.— In  tbe  Senato,  a  memo- 
rial from,  pieaented,  tST;  laid  on  the  table,  03T. 

Wsanxs,  Davibl,  BeSator  from  M^wichnaette,  830;  on  tho 
dangm  of  p^MT  monej,  89 ;  on  the  treeanrj  otrouUr, 
02 ;  proteats  agatoat  the  expunging  reaotuHon,  U8 ;  on 
the  land  loans,  19T ;  votea  for  as  Prettdent,  2T9 ;  on  poat- 
ponlsg  the  fonrth  Inttalmea^  85^  805 ;  on  tho  vab- 
Tnuarf  UU,  4U;  on  fb»  anawttoa  «f  Tezaa,  4tt; 
Ttdattva  to  Calhonn^  molatlou,  808,  60^  MS;  on 
troBsniy  notaa,  M0,  671,  ST8,  6T6 ;  on  the  tariff  oompro- 
mUe,TBI.  ,8m /nd«t\  toU.  6, 7, 0, 10, 11,  IS. 

Wbbstkb,  TxTLoa,  fiepresentatlve  from  Ohio,  4, 44tL  3eo 

Wsaxa,  Jouph,  Bepreaentatlve  from  New  Hampahlro,  8, 
4M. 

WMlPoMA«adm»if-^St*ZiUhm,naa.1,l(L  Do.  CadeU. 
Btt  Indm,  vok.  8, 10.  Do.  7i»Uon.—SM  Ittdm,  veU. 

WtaiPnint  .Aoocttmir.— la  Uie  Boose,  an  ^ipropriatlon  for, 
eoaaldarad,  S8;  aU  eflbrta  for  a  reorganization  hare 
proved  nMnanaiaflilt  88;  It  la  aatd  not  to  be  the  proper 
time  to  dlMnaa  the  merits  of  the  Inatltntlon,  88;  whj 
has  tho  InTMtlgaUon  bean  reslatedTBS;  "arohltoatsof 
niln,"W;  eharHtarlstles  of  the  law  creating  tbalnaUta- 
tioa,  80 ;  no  tight  to  edaeato  jronag  men  for  pilrate  lift, 
W;  HiawitfD«ltfMttOMtaa»liHmnliaii,40;  vlnraln 
1800  aa  %b  adncatlag  young  men  gritnUoniir,  40;  oz- 
tonota  from  reporta,  41 ;  the  law  <rf  181^  48 ;  fkirOier  re- 
marlct,  48;  bin  passed,  4S. 

Wuttrn  Armory. —Sm  Indm,  vola.  7, 8, 10; 

WttUrn  Blvmr*,  navfffoHm  vf.—8tM  IndM,  toL  8. 

"Warn,  Aiaset  B.,  BepiesentatlTe  from  Indiana,  4S1. 

Whtts,  Hitsb  ti.,  Totea  for  aa  Prealdent^  978 ;  Senator  from 
TeaasiBeo,  888;  AeJMM^ToU.&-ll 

Van^  Jmk,  XepnoSBtatlTo  from  EaDtaoIr,  4, 4ilL 

ITbk^  Jo»K  ]l,IMe^  from  noilda,4.  Bt*  htdtm, 
V0U.8-IS. 

Wansnus  Jmo^  tastimoivia  tho  mm  of  B.  1L  Wtaltner, 
804. 

jmu*,  tHUr  Mmtbm  •»  Indian  Eettr'oaMont.  Stt  In- 

dM,  roL  8. 

mtttHV*  Patmt  JUff U.— &<  JfMfen,  toL  4. 

Wmnmr,  B.1L,0t»  oom  V^— In  the  Honw,  report  of  the 
eommtttoa^  IBI ;  mitaey  softuM  to  ob«r  tho  anramona 
to  attend  as  a  witueos  before  the  eommlttee,  891 ;  nao- 
IntloB  of  the  report,  891 ;  re«^atlona  for  tha  arrwt  of 
Whltnqr  offered,  891 ;  eoonsel  demanded  for  Whitney, 
m;  donbtflil  If  he  has  been  gnil^,  989;  yoor  doeblne 
ofeoi)temptadangeroiiaona,B99;  a  Tkdatlon  of  dnfy  to 
see  A  dtlaen  deprived  of  hia  Uber^  nnder  the  dmnrn- 
stanees  irf  this  case,  SSS;  thoeompUntof  tholndlTldnal  [ 
ehaigad  with  oontempt,  that  an  oatngeona  aaaaolt  was 
iiateonUmlathB«analttaa,989;  tho  wltiai*^  loa- 
Mw  iir  aot  temgfljiat,  W;  the  raolatloa  aManee 
that »  eontampt  has  been  oommlttod,  908 ;  the  power  of 
this  Hovn  to  ponlab  for  ooutntetiTo  oontompt  denied, 
888;  tho  dwnnMtamw  nnlerirUdi  tt  to  jngottA  to 


bring  ICr.WUtMf  before  the  Uon8e,SH;  it  la  the  pro- 
posal to  arrest  aa  American  citlxeu,  8M;  a  commltteo 
eannot  hare  a  eoutempt  oommitted  against  It  bj  a  nAi* 
Ml  to  rtiar  Its  orders  98S;  tho  ajatam  <tf  prlTUogw  and 
OMitompta  grown  np  la  thta  eonnti7,  896;  iMoIntton 
adopted,  999; 

Arrest  ot  Wbitner.SM;  reaolntlon  respeetlBg;  908; 
I^aced  at  the  bar  <tf  the  Honae,  997 ;  address  of  the 
Speaker,  29T :  reply  of  aeonaed,  997 ;  reaolntlon  relotire 
to  fnrthor  proceeding,  U7;  ozamlnation  witnesses 
before  the  Hoose,  988 ;  first  laterrogatory  to  Itr.  Fair- 
field, 998 ;  answer,  988;  aeeond  IntetTOgotory,  988;  reply, 
988;  fkiitherlatBnoiKtorfH,M-884itMtlnMarorjDhn 
Whitehead,  8M;  taatinmiyof  jramMG«dand,80aL 

EasolaUon  to  discharge  Whitney,  800;  passed,  807; 
Whitney  discharged,  800. 

WsirrLxaiT,  Eubba,  BepresentatlTe  from  Ohio,  4, 441 ;  on 
the  lUiaisslppl  election,  47a        /tu2«r^  ToL  19. 

WmrruBUiT,  Tnoiua  T.,  SepresenlatiTe  fl-om  Ooaneotlon^ 
400. 

Wklat»§atiaOrpluu»a,pmtlonto.~-8u  /luEsav  Ttd.  8. 
Wans,  EicaAxn  H.,  tk«  oom  ^.—St4  Ind^u,  toL  IOl 
Wnnujr,  KAwmm,  BeprMsntallTe  from  Oonnoatifliil>  8; 
decease  ottt. 

WiLLUKs,  Caunoran  BepresMtatlTc  from  TenMs- 
aee^  48t 

W  iLiuaa,  jAsab  W.,  BepiManlitlTB  fiwn  Vow  BampsUrt^ 

480. 

Wnjiimi,  Joaspn     BepieaentatiTe  ftam  Tenaeasee,  48a 
WiuiuiB,  Lzwia,  SepreaentotlTO  from  North  Candloa,  8, 
480;  adnlnlBtna  tho  oath  to  tha  BpMdmr.  4;  on  tho 
iaMlsi^olMtlon,47»;  ontht  FlwldaWu;08!L  8i» 

Indam,  Tola.  7-18. 
VtLUAM,  SuaL,  Senator  from  Holno,  908, 880. 
WiLLuaB,  Sbebbod,  BepresentatlTe  ftam  Kentucky,  4, 400, 
WiLUAas,  TnoMAS  H.,  Benab^  from  Ulasisslppl,  707 ;  on  the 

death  of  J.  GlUey,  688 ;  on  the  nnth-eastem  boundary, 

688. 

IPUmsssi^  pajftnmt  ^  fa  JntpsoctoMitf  ochm:— i8m  Indea, 

TOla.8,11.  ^ 
WUeombt  SheUon^ln  the  House,  rosidtttlons  relative  to, 

Tli 

WUeonttn  TbrHtory.— In  the  Hoose,  a  bill  to  establish  the 
Territorial  Gorenmant  eonddered,  18. 

Wbo,  HaasT  A.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Virginia,  8,  400 ;  on 
slavery  pedtlmu,  8;  on  tha  report  on  abollUon  peUUons, 
94;  on  the  ExacntiTe  administration,  919;  on  a  scene  in 
the  committoo  room,  999,  908;  on  the  cose  of  K  M. 
Whitney,  980;  «  tha  Florida  War,  48\  406;  oa  port> 
poning  the  fourth  instalment,  400;  on  treasury  notes, 
«8,  007;  relaUre  to  the  Semlnola  Wai;  617;  on  tha 
rights  of  the  BonthiTM,  TOL  8i4lnd4m,  Tol.  19. 

WaiOBT,  Silas,  on  tha  distrlbntlon  t^veattoa,  904;  Senator 
from  New  Torfc,  889;  reports  on  financial  measures, 
881 ;  on  trsasnry  notea,  800^  860,  600,  OTO^  677 ;  reporta 
reUef  for  solbrwi  by  tiro  in  New  York,  874;  on  the 
sab-Treasnry,  487 ;  on  small  notes,  SOS;  on  the  Independ- 
ent treasniy,  69L  £M  Mm,  Tdls.  f,  10, 11 

Woao,  Thomas  J.,  Be.mseDtotive  from  hUMlasippl,  080. 

WOBrmaanur,  J.  T.  R,  BopiMsatMlTe  from  SUrjIand, 
400. 


Taaoo  I'wAOf.—Ste  Aufso^  toIi.  6^  6^  9. 

Tmu  and  JToyA— Id  the  Senate,  on  committing  tha  UD  for 
dapodta«iththaStatea,a9;  relatiT*  to  tha  admtarioa 
cf  HieUgan,  99 ;  ontho  expaoging reeolBtloBS,  IM;  on 
salsa  of  pnbUe  lands  only  to  aetoal  settlan,  Ifl ;  on  the 
tnanry  dnakr,  M\  on  Oa  OolonlMtlan  BooMy'a 
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RMmorUl,  183;  oa  unendnient  to  tbe  land  bill,  1S2; 
nlatlT*  to  conjiUDg  the  rotes  Ibr  Prasldont,  «ta,  ISS; 
on  ui  kbolltlon  momorial,  1ST,  190;  on  tmuaiy  Ainds, 
190 ;  on  tlta  oenlon  of  the  poblle  Itinda,  191 ;  on  the  to- 
tlfleatloa  bill,  191;  relatlvo  to  tho  jmpett  of  Hndtaon, 
19T;  onUwTed]ietlaaorthetirls;i»T;  ondepoiit  with 
thBBtntH,n{^20l;  onTucn  Indcpendenee,  MS ;  nla- 
tln  to  Uezlcu  nflUn,  Wi ;  on  tho  Iseno  of  treuoTy 
notes,  MT;  nUdv*  to  tho  Amnh  iasUlmcnt,  8U,  8G9; 
on  postponing  tb«  snb-Treuury  bill,  403;  reUtlre  to  » 
Unlt«d  8UtM  Bulk.  4D9;  on  ftbolltloa  potitlona,  602, 
tWtT;  on  small  note  billi  OM;  relatlvo  to  Hr.  Calhoan'a 
reMlntiou,  fin,  STS,  538,  (98,  602,  SIO,  ei  1 ;  on  tha  claim 
of  B.  W.  Heads,  417!  on  poitponlng  the  independent 
treanrr  Ullt  U>;  on  amendment  to  the  treaniy  bill, 
CM,  «SB;  lelsUre  to  dnellliif^  OS,  <39;  on  the  gndna- 
tion  bm.  Ml ;  relatlTd  to  aa  Indian  Delegate  to  Waab- 
tngtoD,  H8;  on  protection  to  Indians,  663;  on  bank 
notes  for  Gorernment  dneo,  OGS;  on  tbe  Treasnrf  Noto 
bill,  679 1  on  Imprisonment  for  debt,  6SC ;  on  postponing 
tbe  fonrth  InsUlment,  7U ;  on  the  gndoatlon  btU,  T80 ; 
on  armed  occnpatioa  ot  Florida,  744 ;  idatlr*  to  book 
porehascs,  T6L 

In  the  HotuOiOnlajingslaTerypeUtlonaonlbetable, 
6,11;  onmbliiUontr^TO  to  darwrln  tho  DUriet 
of  Columbia  and  slaTerr  petltlmu,  IS ;  on  tho  approprl- 
attonbUl,!!;  on  the  report  on  abolition  petitions,  S7, 


3.4;  on  third  readLns  nf  the  bill  for  tha  adiu«<:-: 
Sflchl{»n,80;  do.  Arkansas,tl;onTexiib4fiie3.'.y 
48;  tolajtheBnfplnanTenaeUnonthetiUbVt:  : 
the  admiaalon  of  Michigan,  SKV;  on  the  mmt  r'l: 
Adaaia.  290;  oa  the  il^t  of  ailmt»pelHi«9l;i: 
thedlseharBO  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  WT;  oa  kfKtir-. 
the  States,  tU;  oaflwda  MweMUo  SirFiM  'V 
882;  on  the  deposit  daiue  of  the  fbrMothn  b:r.  4 
on  disagreement  to  the  Benate's  ameDdmni  to  im  ■ 
tUteatlon  bill,  837;  TvUttve  to  tho  snb-TRMOTTlitU'. 
446,418;  on  a  national  buil[,479;  relatlTe  tatW fi'j-- 
lnstalmont,494,49T;  relatlTetothelBMlMliiplriffl  ■ 
602;  on  a  national  bont,  607;  on  atTnmnS« 
bill,  628,  M7,  669;  on  Teeq>tlon  of  abeUtioi  fiir  i 
6»;  KlBUTatoIav««tfeatUwth«eaaiODrtbi<!ii3: 
Cnwy,  687;  on  the  Independont  TiMwiyMlP: '. 
rescinding  tbo  treaBniy  order,  <3I>;  ea  dadoH  t!- 
Chair,  6S8;  relativo  to  Blaverj- petttonTW; 
to  tho  Speaker,  771 ;  t«UUto  to  boi*  pnrtet. 

Tkll,  AXCHIBA.I.D,  on  deposits  with  the  BtatH,flS:Cr.^ 
sentatlTO  fttRn  AAonaas,  461. 

ToKKK,  Tbouu  Joxn,  BepreaairtstiTe  ftM  Sf«'»' 

46a 

Youyo,  Join,  BepreaenUUm  from  Hew  Tnfc, 
Touxo,  Bionun      Sen»t«w  thm  HIIboU.  SCO,  sa-.fX- 
Oalbonn'B  rcaolnUons,  6t1^  565, 
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